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Thomas Fortunato for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY FUN…Digiplex Destinations launched its first alternative content
series, Kidtoons, Saturday at the Rialto Theatre. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Sherry Cronin, Downtown Westfield Corporation executive director; Phil Israel,
Westfield Memorial Library director; Roger Sullivan, president of the Westfield
Memorial Library Foundation; Erin Beck and Rissa Friedman, Rialto employees
dressed as Teletubbies, and Westfield Councilman Keith Loughlin. Digiplex
purchased The Rialto and Cranford Theatre last October.

Mandy Russell for The Westfield Leader
FOND FAREWELL...At Tuesday’s Garwood Borough Council meeting, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi bids farewell to retiring Police Captain Leonard DiStefano.

Horace R.Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SERENE SCENE...An early morning view of the Westfield train station from the roof top of The Westfield Leader offices
during Monday morning’s snow creates a picture perfect scene.

Freeholder Board Set to Award
3.5 Mil. Ponderosa Contract

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GOP...Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-21) introduces Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno at
the Union County Republican Committee Lincoln Day Dinner and Auction
fundraiser held at The Grand Summit Hotel Tuesday night, as Asm. Jon
Bramnick and Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo look on.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Board Votes to Designate
Shackamaxon as Rehab Area

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board voted unani-
mously, during a special meeting on
Monday night, to move a resolution
forward that would designate por-
tions of the township as areas in need
of rehabilitation.

The resolution deals with three
major quadrants in Scotch Plains –
the Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club area; the downtown municipal
building, northside fire station and
library; and the Public Works build-
ing at the Scotch Hills Golf Course.
Although it was not discussed at
length on Monday, the township also
is designating a fourth spot, the
southside fire station, as an area in
need of rehabilitation.

By designating all areas in the reso-
lution with this distinction, the por-
tions stay “linked,” noted planning
consultant David Roberts; in addi-
tion, the township stays in the “driver’s
seat” for all areas.

“In the future, if a private entity
wanted to do something else with the
[Shackamaxon property], the desig-
nation would allow the township to
engage in negotiations,” he added.

The township council recently be-
came aware that the privately owned
Shackamaxon Golf Club was for sale,
which “provides an opportunity for
development of a new municipal and
civic campus on a portion of the golf-

club property,” the rehabilitation reso-
lution read.

As was discussed by Phil Morin,
acting as an attorney for the planning
board, as well as listed in the resolu-
tion itself, the township has “identi-
fied a significant public interest in
revitalizing the downtown business
district” and is seeking a “long-term
solution to its community facilities
related to municipal administrative
offices, library and public works.”

Also stated in the resolution, the
municipal building on Park Avenue
is approximately 40 years old and “in
need of maintenance and repair.” The
public works building on Plainfield
Avenue has a “substandard” roof, and
the library facility on Bartle Avenue
“has outgrown its space and lacks
land for expansion.”

If the resolution is eventually
passed by the governing body, the
next step of action is adopting a rede-
velopment plan for the future use and
development of the municipal prop-
erties in the downtown, as well as the
future planned development of the
Shackamaxon property; by doing so,
the township is seeking to prevent
further deterioration of its commu-
nity facilities and promote the overall
development of Scotch Plains.

The planning consultants stressed
that the redevelopment plan, to be
prepared by the township planner,
will be used to employ the powers of
Section 8 of the Local Redevelop-

ment Housing Law, excluding emi-
nent domain.

“This has gone from the council to
the planning board and will go back
to the council, who will adopt the
measure,” Mr. Roberts said. “Because
eminent domain is being taken off the
table, the burden of proof is much
reduced. But you haven’t accom-
plished anything until the redevelop-
ment plan is enacted...It can either
supersede the present zoning or over-
lay on top of the present zoning.”

Mr. Roberts explained the key dif-
ference between designating an area
as in need of redevelopment versus in
need of rehabilitation. Redevelop-
ment, he said, is a “serious event,
with implications for property own-
ers.” He called such a declaration a
“last resort,” as it gives towns the
most power, including the power to
take someone’s property, for a fee,
for redevelopment purposes if it meets
certain criteria such as being vacant
for a specific period of time.

He called redevelopment an “ex-
treme step to take.” When looking at
the situation in Scotch Plains, Mr.
Roberts said there “may be a better
way to get to our objective,” and that
way is through rehabilitation.

Before declaring an area as in need
of rehabilitation, there is a need to
look at the housing stock and struc-
tures surrounding an area. An area in
need of rehabilitation may exist if “a

Garwood Council Observes
Police Dept. Transitions

By MANDY L. RUSSELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Tuesday night’s bor-
ough council meeting began with rec-
ognition of Garwood’s finest, with a
farewell and a welcome.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi and the
rest of the governing body bid fare-
well to Garwood Police Captain
Leonard DiStefano, who is retiring.
The mayor praised his efforts and
extended “best wishes in the future”
to him and his family. “We say
goodbye to you with many thanks for
the service you have provided to your
community,” said Mayor Quattrocchi.

Captain DiStefano was honored for
his work on the force in keeping local
streets drug-free, cutting back on
crime and overseeing matters within
the police department. Captain
DiStefano also will be remembered
for his participation in programs such
as Operation Take Back New Jersey.
Captain DiStefano served as an ac-
tive member in this program, which
aimed to keep drugs out of the hands
of youth.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers are set to award a $3.5-million
contract tonight, February 24, to
Suffern, N.Y.-based Turco Golf, Inc.
for improvements at the former Pon-
derosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased
for $10 million in 2003.

The farm will be developed into a
park that will include two natural
grass soccer fields, a paved drive-
way and parking lot, restroom build-

ing, toddler area and water spray
park, landscape berms, paved walk-
ways, a pedestrian bridge and a pre-
manufactured maintenance build-
ing. Drainage facilities and site res-
toration also are included in the
plan.

At last Thursday’s freeholders’
agenda meeting, Steve Amos of T&M
Associates of Middletown, the con-
sultant on the project, said he antici-
pates construction will begin in mid-
April and be completed in the fall. He
affirmed a question from Freeholder
Al Mirabella that the fields would not

be available to be played on until the
spring of 2012.

“I think it (the project) is a great
step forward,” Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said of the expected begin-
ning of the construction.

The county had initially received a
$750,000 state Green Acres match-
ing grant for the project in 2008, on
top of another $900,000 Green Acres
matching grant towards the acquisi-
tion of the property.

The county proposed a Green
Meadows Children’s Farm on the
property, located on Cooper Road,
which was to have leased the land
from the county at $50,000 per year.
The freeholders dropped the plan fol-
lowing a public hearing in February
of 2006, in which a large contingent
of township residents and some town
officials attended to oppose the
project.

A committee, made up of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents, rep-
resenting the recreational interests
of the two communities, worked
with T&M to develop the current
project.

The board also is set to renew the
county’s cooperative pricing pro-
gram, available for all government
entities in the state. Elizabeth
Genievich, director of administrative
services, said 43 government entities
currently participate in the program,
whereby they save on purchases on
everything from diesel fuel to rock
salt and road materials, etc. Towns
participating in the county program
include Cranford, Clark, Fanwood,
Garwood, Hillside, Kenilworth,

The mission of the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration (DEA) “Take
Back” program is to provide a safe
and legal method for New Jersey
residents to dispose of their unwanted,
unused and expired medicines so that
they do not fall into the wrong hands
or the hands of children.

Each year, according to authori-
ties, teenagers confiscate unused
medications from their parents’ medi-
cine cabinet, which they then sell to
other youth or take themselves. Both
practices are potentially dangerous.

In September of 2010, Operation
Take Back New Jersey succeeded in
collecting more than 14,436 pounds
of unused, unwanted and expired
medications.

The Borough of Garwood has been
a participant in this program, thanks
to time and efforts given by people
such as Captain DiStefano.

On a welcoming note, Mayor
Quattrocchi swore in Garwood Po-
lice Sergeant James Wright, who was
accompanied by his wife and two

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Aschenbach Says Cranford
Surplus Below Expectations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Already facing
what he said several times was a
“challenging” task in crafting the
2011 township budget, Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach said Tuesday that mu-
nicipal surplus funds for this year
are significantly lower than initially
estimated.

At the township committee’s regu-
lar meeting, the mayor said the
township’s auditors had found in the
past few weeks that the amount of
available surplus totaled about
$58,000, versus the earlier estimation
of about $1 million. He said one major
factor leading to the reduced surplus
was the number of tax appeals filed in
2010, and warned that a flurry of ap-
peals, primarily by commercial prop-
erty owners, are expected this year.
The township’s auditors, both the new
firm appointed for this year as well as
the previous auditors, will be asked to
look into the other causes of the big
difference in this year’s surplus versus
what municipal officials had antici-
pated as the township committee con-

tinues to craft this year’s spending and
property tax plans.

The committee will hold its next
special budget meeting on Thursday,
March 3. Earlier on Tuesday, the town-
ship received word via Governor Chris
Christie’s budget address that
Cranford’s state aid levels this year
will not be reduced, which Mayor
Aschenbach called a “good sign.” Last
year, Cranford saw its state aid cut by
more than 20 percent, from $3.6 mil-
lion to $2.9 million.

Still, the mayor said keeping mu-
nicipal property tax increases within
the new 2-percent state-imposed cap
will be “challenging” for the commit-
tee. He said appropriations levels for
this year are already 5 percent lower
than 2010’s level.

In other business, the mayor wel-
comed the state’s recently announced
$500,000 grant, which will be used
for pedestrian walkways across North
Avenue to the train station as well as
possible streetscape improvements
further east on North Avenue. The
mayor also said the Riverfront Rede-
velopment Project on South Avenue,

adjacent to the Rahway River, was
“moving forward,” adding that he ex-
pected demolition of existing struc-
tures to begin in the spring.

At the start of the committee’s brief
meeting, representatives from the
Cranford Green Team presented cer-
tificates to two township businesses
— Hynes Jewelers and the Fazio,
Mannuzzo, Roche, Tankel, LaPilusa
law firm — in recognition of their
environmentally-responsible business
practices.

Mayor Aschenbach also announced
the appointment of Frank D’Antonio
as chairman of the Tree Advisory
Board for 2011. And the committee
accepted the resignation of Barbara
Murphy from the Cranford Environ-
mental Commission.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ROLE MODEL...Girl Scouts from Cranford’s Junior Troop No. 40046 met with
Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno last Friday on a field trip to Trenton to learn how
state government works.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL VISIT...The Newark Boys Choir perform for students and faculty at
a Black History Month Assembly held February 18 at Roosevelt Intermediate
School.

children. The mayor wished him and
his family well and much success in
his service as a sergeant.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Donald Guarriello said a review
is being conducted to determine how
best to use $180,000 in grant money
the borough has been awarded from
the Department of Transportation.
Six projects are under consideration.
An idea Mr. Guarriello proposed was
drainage work on the 500 block of
Willow Avenue. Projects also are
being eyed for Spruce, Locust and
Maple Avenues.

“There are a few other areas in
need, I would imagine; when all is
said and done we will be over the
$200,000 mark,” Mr. Guarriello told
the governing body.

Council President Tim Hak an-
nounced that borough road repairs
currently were being done and will
continue, and that road sweeping will
resume shortly.

A planning board meeting was
scheduled for last evening to discuss
the next phase of consideration in the
athletic field project. The mayor an-
nounced that questions and concerns
would be brought to the table and
that the board would evaluate further
whether these concerns would or
would not cause this project to be
ready to be taken to the next level.

significant portion of the structures
are in a deteriorated or substandard
condition and there is a continuing
pattern of vacancy.” Since that does
not apply, there is another criterion
that may lead one to declare an area
in need of rehabilitation. If more than
half of the housing stock in the delin-
eated area is at least 50 years old, or
a majority of the water and sewer
infrastructure is at least 50 years old,
such a designation may be made.

The township engineering office
conducted a housing-stock analysis

and determined that 82 percent of the
housing stock around Shackamaxon
is over 50 years old and further that
more than 50 percent of the housing
stock near the municipal building,
public-works structure and the
southside fire station is over 50 years
old.

Mr. Roberts stressed that rehabili-
tation is “not a negative context.”

The other option, he said, would
have been to rezone, or “downzone,”
the Shackamaxon property for one-
acre lots. However, he feared that this
would invite a lawsuit. By having a
plan that keeps the areas in need of
rehabilitation joined, the township
retains certain rights, and public-pri-
vate partnerships become possible.
“The township has options that
straight re-zoning doesn’t give you,”
Mr. Roberts said.

Mary DePaola, the deputy mayor
who also sits on the planning board,
still wanted to know about the “bear-
ing” that a designation has on the
neighboring properties and the pos-
sible “negative impact” of such a
designation.

Mr. Roberts said that even though
the properties’ condition and age were
taken into consideration for the plan-
ning consultants’ analysis, the desig-
nation is restricted to just the three
major properties in question
(Shackamaxon, municipal building
and public works building.)

“There is no downside,” to a reha-
bilitation designation, he said. “It’s
really an invisible designation.”

However, he did note that there are
“tax incentives,” through five-year
tax exemptions, given to one- and
two-family homes in areas of reha-
bilitation. “Property owners might
come and ask to be included in the
area, in the future,” Mr. Roberts said.
“For the purposes of the resolution,
the council wanted to be conserva-
tive and just include the three proper-
ties.”

Planning Board member Michael
Michalisin feared that the rehabilita-
tion distinction would be limiting to

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shackamaxon

the owners of the Shackamaxon prop-
erty.

“Isn’t that (enacting this distinc-
tion) devaluing the property? Wouldn’t
the owner of Shackamaxon be limited
by that [redevelopment] plan?”

Mr. Roberts said it was “premature
to say it would devalue the property.”
He again said the alternative – to
“downzone” and impose zoning regu-
lations to force the property into be-
ing solely open space or an outdoor
recreation zone – could be more lim-
iting, and possibly invite a legal chal-
lenge.

Board member Jeffrey Strauss said
he was “worried” about the state stat-
ute cited in the resolution because he
felt certain portions do not apply to
Scotch Plains’ situation. He noted that
the “deteriorated condition” of the
surrounding structures does not ap-
ply; further, he did not see proof that
the sewer or water infrastructure was
failing, either.

“By definition, this seems like a
square peg into a round hole,” Mr.
Strauss said. “It’s worrisome...how
do you know the sewer system needs
substantial work?”

Mr. Roberts said the “only [crite-
rion]” was the housing stock. No
other determining factor was men-
tioned. The state statute, which is

cited in the resolution, simply sets
forth a series of criteria that must
be met in order to qualify. The
state statute includes a first op-
tion, about the deteriorated state
of the structures, “or” a second
option, which concerns the hous-
ing stock and/or the condition of
the water and sewer infrastructure.
The mention of the sewer and wa-
ter systems is done because an
area with properties older than 50
years usually experiences water
and sewer repairs.

He added that once the redevel-
opment plan is enacted, any poten-
tial maneuver made by
Shackamaxon owners would have
to first include a concept plan.

“The town can say ‘no’ until it
gets something it finds acceptable.
You’re protecting yourself from
something you don’t want happen-
ing,” Mr. Roberts said.

Still, Mr. Strauss asked if the
resolution being enacted was “bul-
letproof legally?” Mr. Morin be-
lieved that it was. He noted that
creating the designation and rede-
velopment plan are prudent moves.
The only way that doing so could
be challenged would be if the town-
ship did anything that “deprived
the property owner of all value of

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
Mountainside, New Providence,
Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield,
Summit, Westfield and Winfield.

“We did $80,000 better than the
state (on bids for) rock salt,” said
Michael Yuska, the county’s director
of purchasing.

He said the county belongs to the
Somerset County cooperative pric-
ing program. “They have a very
adventageous contract on stationary
with WB Mason,” Mr. Yuska told the
freeholders.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to seek bids from vendors for
upgrading the computer systems in
the county’s tax office for apprais-
als, tax assessor and credit card ser-
vices. Twelve town tax assessors
currently utilize the county’s online
tax services. These include Cranford,
Elizabeth, Fanwood, Linden,
Kenilworth, Roselle, Union,
Westfield and Winfield.

the property.” No matter what is
eventually decided, the owner “can
still derive economic value” from
the property, Mr. Morin said.

“The township’s position is fairly
defensible,” he said.

Mr. Michalisin again feared that
the designation and eventual rede-
velopment plan could cause an
owner of the course to “lose flex-
ibility” with what could be placed
on the property, and he, too, agreed
with Mr. Strauss that a further legal
opinion on the matter should be
sought.

Mayor Nancy Malool said she had
met with a developer earlier to see if
what the township was envisioning
was “on anyone’s radar.” The devel-
oper was asked what their response
would be to a redevelopment plan
being enacted at the Shackamaxon
site.

“Let’s say Shackamaxon pays
$300,000 in taxes [now]; with this
plan, it could pull in $1 million in
taxes,” the mayor said.

In the end, the planning board
unanimously recommended that the
council further consider the rehabili-
tation designation; Mr. Strauss did
ask for a further legal opinion. Mr.
Michalisin said the council should
spend more time on the matter be-

cause it may not be “economically
feasible.” He also wanted to make
sure that the Shackamaxon area would
not be “devalued.”
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Photo courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
MEET AND GREET...New Jersey Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno meets with area Republican leaders last night. At the table,
pictured left to right, are: Councilman Rob Munoz of New Providence, former Scotch Plains Mayor Marty Marks, Lt.
Governor Guadagno and Mayor Kathi Fiamingo of Kenilworth. The meeting was held at The Grand Summit Hotel for the
annual Union County Republican Lincoln Day Dinner.

SP-F BOE Budget at $75.6 Mil.;
Board Budget Schedule Told

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – School offi-
cials last week said the draft budget
for 2011-2012 show a spending plan
of $75,602,320 which is an increase
from last year’s expenditures of
$48,000. Mr. Del Sordi also reported
that grant money estimated for the
upcoming school year has increased
from $1,420,000 last year to
$1,520,000 for 2011-2012.

In his report, Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi noted that the
class size for Park and Terrill Middle
Schools and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School is estimated to remain
constant, but elementary schools are
thought to be experiencing a decline.

Mr. Del Sordi also reported that

Joan Mast has also been preparing
for the upcoming budget by looking
at class sizes for the district. Dr. Mast
stated that, according to the research
that she has done regarding class size,
the district “is a little bit under the
average class size of similar towns,
but very close.”

She said towns that were included
in the study were of similar socio-
economic groups and included Ber-
keley Heights, Cranford, Livingston,
Madison, Springfield, Summit and
Westfield. She noted that the average
class size for all the towns for kinder-
garten was 19.5 while the average for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood was 18. Simi-
larly, the average class size for third
grade was 22.8, while Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s size came in at 19.3. She

concluded that the average for fifth
grade was 22.1, Westfield was 24.5
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood was 22.7.

“Historically over the last three
years our class sizes have been kept
within the targeted range,” Dr. Mast
said.

Board member Ms. Betty Anne
Woener asked Dr. Mast how impor-
tant she thought class size was espe-
cially for the lower grades.

Dr. Mast responded that, “Smaller
class size in the lower grades does
provide a benefit.” She also noted
that, “Kindergarten having the small-
est class size would be optimum.”

At the end of the presentation,
Board President Trip Whitehouse
asked members of the audience to
“please be engaged in the budget
hearing process. Please don’t wait
until the end of March to voice your
opinions on the budget. This is the
time we need to hear from you.”

Mr. Whitehouse stated that the next
board of education meeting was
scheduled for tonight, February 24,
at 7:30 p.m. He also noted that there
was a special budget adoption meet-
ing scheduled for Monday, February
28, at 7:30 p.m.

Mr. Whitehouse also noted that
there were only about two weeks left
for citizens to run for the upcoming
election. He stated that any Scotch
Plains or Fanwood resident interested
in becoming a candidate for the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Board of Education
can obtain a nominating petition at
the board’s office.

Nominating petitions need to be
signed and delivered to Mr. Del Sordi
by 4 p.m., on Tuesday, March 8.
Board of Education members are vol-
unteers who are elected by the public
during the annual school election,
which will be held this year on
Wednesday, April 27. The term for an
elected board member is three years.

Board members with expiring
terms are Warren McFall and Donald
Parisi of Scotch Plains and Robert
O’Conner of Fanwood.

Kim Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLASS SIZES...Joan Mast presents results of her study of class sizes to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education during the meeting last week. SP-F class
sizes were compared to neighboring towns to assist in budget preparation.

SP Board Votes to Designate
Shackamaxon as Rehab Area

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Planning Board voted unani-
mously, during a special meeting on
Monday night, to move a resolution
forward that would designate por-
tions of the township as areas in need
of rehabilitation.

The resolution deals with three
major quadrants in Scotch Plains –
the Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club area; the downtown municipal
building, northside fire station and
library; and the Public Works build-
ing at the Scotch Hills Golf Course.
Although it was not discussed at
length on Monday, the township is
also designating a fourth spot, the
southside fire station, as an area in
need of rehabilitation.

By designating all areas in the reso-
lution with this distinction, the por-
tions stay “linked,” noted planning
consultant David Roberts; in addi-
tion, the township stays in the “driver’s
seat” for all areas.

“In the future, if a private entity
wanted to do something else with the
[Shackamaxon property], the desig-
nation would allow the township to
engage in negotiations,” he added.

The township council recently be-
came aware that the privately owned
Shackamaxon Golf Club was for sale,
which “provides an opportunity for
development of a new municipal and
civic campus on a portion of the golf-
club property,” the rehabilitation reso-
lution read.

As was discussed by Phil Morin,
acting as an attorney for the planning
board, as well as listed in the resolu-
tion itself, the township has “identi-
fied a significant public interest in
revitalizing the downtown business
district” and is seeking a “long-term
solution to its community facilities
related to municipal administrative
offices, library and public works.”

Also stated in the resolution, the
municipal building on Park Avenue
is approximately 40 years old and “in
need of maintenance and repair.” The
public works building on Plainfield
Avenue has a “substandard” roof, and
the library facility on Bartle Avenue
“has outgrown its space and lacks
land for expansion.”

If the resolution is eventually
passed by the governing body, the
next step of action is adopting a rede-
velopment plan for the future use and
development of the municipal prop-
erties in the downtown, as well as the
future planned development of the
Shackamaxon property; by doing so,
the township is seeking to prevent
further deterioration of its commu-

nity facilities and promote the overall
development of Scotch Plains.

The planning consultants stressed
that the redevelopment plan, to be
prepared by the township planner,
will be used to employ the powers of
Section 8 of the Local Redevelop-
ment Housing Law, excluding emi-
nent domain.

“This has gone from the council to
the planning board and will go back
to the council, who will adopt the
measure,” Mr. Roberts said. “Because
eminent domain is being taken off the
table, the burden of proof is much
reduced. But you haven’t accom-
plished anything until the redevelop-
ment plan is enacted...It can either
supersede the present zoning or over-
lay on top of the present zoning.”

Mr. Roberts explained the key dif-
ference between designating an area
as in need of redevelopment versus in
need of rehabilitation. Redevelop-
ment, he said, is a “serious event,
with implications for property own-
ers.” He called such a declaration a
“last resort,” as it gives towns the
most power, including the power to
take someone’s property, for a fee,
for redevelopment purposes if it meets
certain criteria such as being vacant
for a specific period of time.

He called redevelopment an “ex-
treme step to take.” When looking at
the situation in Scotch Plains, Mr.
Roberts said there “may be a better
way to get to our objective,” and that
way is through rehabilitation.

Before declaring an area as in need
of rehabilitation, there is a need to
look at the housing stock and struc-
tures surrounding an area. An area in
need of rehabilitation may exist if “a
significant portion of the structures
are in a deteriorated or substandard
condition and there is a continuing
pattern of vacancy.” Since that does
not apply, there is another criterion
that may lead one to declare an area
in need of rehabilitation. If more than
half of the housing stock in the delin-
eated area is at least 50 years old, or
a majority of the water and sewer
infrastructure is at least 50 years old,
such a designation may be made.

The township engineering office
conducted a housing-stock analysis
and determined that 82 percent of the
housing stock around Shackamaxon
is over 50 years old and further that
more than 50 percent of the housing
stock near the municipal building,
public-works structure and the

southside fire station is over 50 years
old.

Mr. Roberts stressed that rehabili-
tation is “not a negative context.”

The other option, he said, would
have been to rezone, or “downzone,”
the Shackamaxon property for one-
acre lots. However, he feared that this
would invite a lawsuit. By having a
plan that keeps the areas in need of
rehabilitation joined, the township
retains certain rights, and public-pri-
vate partnerships become possible.
“The township has options that
straight re-zoning doesn’t give you,”
Mr. Roberts said.

Mary DePaola, the deputy mayor
who also sits on the planning board,
still wanted to know about the “bear-
ing” that a designation has on the
neighboring properties and the pos-
sible “negative impact” of such a
designation.

Mr. Roberts said that even though
the properties’ condition and age were
taken into consideration for the plan-
ning consultants’ analysis, the desig-
nation is restricted to just the three
major properties in question
(Shackamaxon, municipal building
and public works building.)

“There is no downside,” to a reha-
bilitation designation, he said. “It’s
really an invisible designation.”

However, he did note that there are
“tax incentives,” through five-year
tax exemptions, given to one- and
two-family homes in areas of reha-
bilitation. “Property owners might
come and ask to be included in the
area, in the future,” Mr. Roberts said.
“For the purposes of the resolution,
the council wanted to be conserva-
tive and just include the three proper-
ties.”

Planning Board member Michael
Michalisin feared that the rehabilita-
tion distinction would be limiting to
the owners of the Shackamaxon prop-
erty.

“Isn’t that (enacting this distinc-
tion) devaluing the property?
Wouldn’t the owner of Shackamaxon
be limited by that [redevelopment]
plan?”

Mr. Roberts said it was “premature
to say it would devalue the property.”
He again said the alternative – to
“downzone” and impose zoning regu-
lations to force the property into be-
ing solely open space or an outdoor
recreation zone – could be more lim-
iting, and possibly invite a legal chal-

Freeholders Set to Award
$3.5-Mil. to Ponderosa Plan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Mandy Russel for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FOND FAREWELL...At Tuesday’s Garwood Borough Council meeting, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi bids farewell to retiring Police Captain Leonard DiStefano.

Bd. OK’s McDonald’s
Revamped Building

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s planning board approved
an application by McDonald’s res-
taurants on February 14 to tear down
and completely re-vamp their loca-
tion at 162 Route 22, West, at Union
Avenue.

McDonald’s, represented by attor-
ney Douglas Janacek, of Newark-
based law firm Gibbons P.C., plans to
reduce their building size by 4,500
square feet and relocate their build-
ing to be 63 feet away from the high-
way. The number of seats inside the
restaurant will be reduced from 140
to 74, and the number of parking
spaces will be cut from 68 to 48.

The chain’s representatives said the
reduction in building size and park-
ing spaces allows McDonald’s to re-
structure their parking lot and drive-
through to improve traffic flow and
provide a safer environment for driv-
ers and pedestrians. Cars will still be
able to enter and exit the lot through
either the Route 22 or Union Avenue
entrances, but traffic flow will be
one-way, in a counter-clockwise di-
rection around the perimeter of the
building.

“The idea is to drive all around the
building,” stated McDonalds’ site
engineer Keith Cahill.

In addition to the improved traffic
flow, McDonald’s also plans on
implementing dual-ordering points
at their drive-through. Cars entering
the drive-through will be diverted to
either of two ordering lanes, as di-
rected by McDonald’s employees
from inside the store. The lanes will
then merge before the pick-up win-
dow.

“Two customers ordering [at the
drive-through] at the same time mini-

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers are set to award a $3.5-million
contract tonight, February 24, to
Suffern, N.Y. based Turco Golf, Inc.
for improvements at the former  Pon-
derosa Farm in Scotch Plains, a 23-
acre property the county purchased
for $10 million in 2003.

The farm will be developed into a
park that will include two natural
grass soccer fields, a paved driveway
and parking lot, restroom building,
toddler area and water spray park,
landscape berms, paved walkways, a
pedestrian bridge, and a pre-manu-
factured maintenance building.
Drainage facilities and site restora-
tion  also are included in the plan.

At last Thursday’s freeholders’
agenda meeting, Steve Amos of T&M
Associates of Middletown, the con-
sultant on the project, said he antici-
pates construction will begin in mid-
April and be completed in the fall. He
affirmed a question from Freeholder
Al Mirabella that the fields would not

be available to be played until the
spring of 2012.

“I think it (the project) is a great
step forward,” Freeholder Dan
Sullivan said of the expected begin-
ning of the construction.

The county had initially received a
$750,000 state Green Acres match-
ing grant for the project in 2008 on
top of another $900,000 Green Acres
matching grant towards the acquisi-
tion of the property.

The county proposed a Green
Meadows Children’s Farm on the
property, which is located on Cooper
Road, which was to have leased the
land from the county at $50,000 per
year. The freeholders dropped the
plan following a public hearing in
February of 2006, in which a large
contingent of township residents and
some town officials attended to op-
pose the project.

A committee, made up of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood residents, repre-
senting the recreational interests of
the two communities, worked with
T&M to develop the current project.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10



Page 10 Thursday, February 24, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Where academic excellence and Christ’s presence come together.
For information, to register or to sign up for a tour visit HolySaviorAcademy.com or call 908.822.5890.
1 SACRED HEART DRIVE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07080

201102_0024

Holy Savior Academy
T H E  M I D D L E B R O O K  D E A N E RY  C AT H O L I C  S C H O O L

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW

Secure your child’s enrollment in HSA now. 

Early registration is recommended.

Interactive technology in every classroom

Full-day Pre-K and Kindergarten

Accelerated Math & English

21st Century Learning 
for 21st Century Minds

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.

Coming in May • Make your advertising reservations now • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details are online: goleader.com/tiw

2011
Our 39th Annual Edition

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREEN TEAM...Two Cranford businesses: Hynes Jewelers and the Fazio,
Mannuzzo, Roche, Tankel, LaPilusa law firm were recognized by the township
council for their environmentally-responsible practices.

Mayor Aschenbach Says Cranford
Budget Surplus Is Below Expectations

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Already facing what
he said several times was a “challenging”
task in crafting the 2011 township bud-
get, Mayor Daniel Aschenbach said Tues-
day that municipal surplus funds for this
year are significantly lower than initially
estimated.

At the township committee’s regular
meeting, the mayor said the township’s
auditors had found in the past few weeks
that the amount of available surplus to-
taled about $58,000 versus the earlier
estimation of about $1 million. He said
one major factor leading to the reduced
surplus was the number of tax appeals
filed in 2010, and warned that a flurry of
appeals, primarily by commercial prop-
erty owners, are expected this year. The
township’s auditors — both the new firm
appointed for this year as well as the
previous auditors — will be asked to look
into the other causes of the big difference
in this year’s surplus versus what munici-
pal officials had anticipated as the town-
ship committee continues to craft this
year’s spending and property tax plans.

The committee will hold its next spe-
cial budget meeting on Thursday, March
3. Earlier on Tuesday, the township re-
ceived word via Gov. Christie’s budget
address that Cranford’s state aid levels
this year will not be reduced, which Mayor
Aschenbach called a “good sign.” Last

year, Cranford saw its state aid cut by
more than 20 percent, from $3.6 million
to $2.9 million.

Still, the mayor said keeping munici-
pal property tax increases within the new
2 percent state-imposed cap will be “chal-
lenging” for the committee. He said ap-
propriations levels for this year are al-
ready 5 percent lower than 2010’s level.

In other business, the mayor welcomed
the state’s recently announced $500,000
grant, which will be used for pedestrian
walkways across North Avenue to the
train station as well as possible streetscape
improvements further east on North Av-
enue. The mayor also said the Riverfront
Redevelopment Project on South Av-
enue adjacent to the Rahway River was
“moving forward,” adding that he ex-
pected demolition of existing structures
to begin in the spring.

At the start of the committee’s brief
meeting, representatives from the
Cranford Green Team presented certifi-
cates to two township businesses —Hynes
Jewelers and the Fazio, Mannuzzo, Roche,
Tankel, LaPilusa law firm —in recogni-
tion of their environmentally-responsible
business practices.

Mayor Aschenbach also announced
the appointment of Frank D’Antonio as
chairman of the Tree Advisory Board for
2011. And the committee accepted the
resignation of Barbara Murphy from the
Cranford Environmental Commission.

The board is also set to renew the
county’s cooperative pricing pro-
gram, available for all government
entities in the state. Elizabeth
Genievich, director of administra-
tive services, said 43 government
entities currently participate in the
program whereby they save on pur-
chases on everything from diesel fuel
to rock salt and road materials, etc.
Towns participating in the county
program include Cranford, Clark,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside, New
Providence, Plainfield, Rahway,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, Westfield and
Winfield.

“We did $80,000 better than the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Shackamaxon Development

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MORE SNOW...The area was surprised Monday morning. Seasoned commuters
at the Westfield Train Station shook off the couple of inches of snow as a dusting.

lenge.
Board member Jeffrey Strauss said

he was “worried” about the state stat-
ute cited in the resolution because he
felt certain portions do not apply to
Scotch Plains’ situation. He noted
that the “deteriorated condition” of
the surrounding structures does not
apply; further, he did not see proof
that the sewer or water infrastructure
was failing, either.

“By definition, this seems like a
square peg into a round hole,” Mr.
Strauss said. “It’s worrisome...how
do you know the sewer system needs
substantial work?”

Mr. Roberts said the “only [crite-
rion]” was the housing stock. No
other determining factor was men-
tioned. The state statute, which is
cited in the resolution, simply sets
forth a series of criteria that must be
met in order to qualify. The state
statute includes a first option, about
the deteriorated state of the struc-
tures, “or” a second option, which
concerns the housing stock and/or
the condition of the water and sewer
infrastructure. The mention of the
sewer and water systems is done be-
cause an area with properties older
than 50 years usually experiences
water and sewer repairs.

He added that once the redevelop-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ponderosa, Freeholders
state (on bids for) rock salt,” said
Michael Yuska, the county’s director
of purchasing. He said the county
belongs to the Somerset County co-
operative pricing program. “They
have a very adventagious contract on
stationary with WB Mason,” Mr.
Yuska told the freeholders.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to seek bids from vendors for
upgrading the computer systems in
the county’s tax office for appraisals
and tax assessor services. Twelve
town tax assessors currently utilize
the these online tax services. These
include Cranford, Elizabeth,
Fanwood, Linden, Kenilworth,
Roselle, Union, Westfield, and
Winfield.

ment plan is enacted, any potential
maneuver made by Shackamaxon
owners would have to first include a
concept plan.

“The town can say ‘no’ until it gets
something it finds acceptable. You’re
protecting yourself from something
you don’t want happening,” Mr. Rob-
erts said.

Still, Mr. Strauss asked if the reso-
lution being enacted was “bulletproof
legally?” Mr. Morin believed that it
was. He noted that creating the desig-
nation and redevelopment plan are
prudent moves. The only way that
doing so could be challenged would
be if the township did anything that
“deprived the property owner of all
value of the property.” No matter
what is eventually decided, the owner
“can still derive economic value” from
the property, Mr. Morin said.

“The township’s position is fairly
defensible,” he said.

Mr. Michalisin again feared that
the designation and eventual redevel-
opment plan could cause an owner of
the course to “lose flexibility” with
what could be placed on the property,
and he, too, agreed with Mr. Strauss
that a further legal opinion on the
matter should be sought.

Mayor Nancy Malool said she had
met with a developer earlier to see if
what the township was envisioning
was “on anyone’s radar.” The devel-
oper was asked how it would respond
to a redevelopment plan being en-
acted at the Shackamaxon site.

“Let’s say Shackamaxon pays
$300,000 in taxes [now]; with this
plan, it could pull in $1 million in
taxes,” the mayor said.

In the end, the planning board
unanimously recommended that the
council further consider the rehabili-
tation designation; Mr. Strauss did
ask for a further legal opinion. Mr.
Michalisin said the council should
spend more time on the matter be-
cause it may not be “economically
feasible.” He also wanted to make
sure that the Shackamaxon area would
not be “devalued.”

mizes any queuing going on at the
site,” Mr. Cahill explained, and also
noted that the ordering points would
be located on the west side of the
building, with the pick-up windows
on the south side, so that the queue of
cars would not block either of the
entrances.

The board approved McDonald’s
for variances for front-yard parking
space, off-street loading, 24 hour
lighting to illuminate an American
flag on the premises, an increase in
ground sign area, and the planting of
shade trees along Union Avenue.

“We don’t propose a separate load-
ing zone,” Mr. Cahill stated in refer-

ence to the off-street loading. He
explained that McDonald’s would
receive deliveries by truck five times
a week “during off-peak hours,” in
which the truck would enter via Route
22, park across several parking spaces
on the northern edge of the property,
and then exit via Union Avenue. The
truck would travel with the proposed
counterclockwise flow of traffic and
would not intrude on the drive-
through queue, he said.

In addition, “the applicant
[McDonald’s] is reducing the overall
signage,” stated McDonalds’ site
planner Paul A. Phillips. “Only
ground sign area is being increased”

due to the addition of an additional
menu board at the second ordering
point, he said.

There were no members of the
public attending the meeting.

“We think we have a relatively
brief presentation,” Mr. Janasek
joked earlier on in the meeting, “All
these people in the audience are with
McDonald’s; they’re not objectors.”

“This was a very well done pre-
sentation right from the beginning,”
commented board member Joseph
Doyle.

“I thought it was an excellent ap-
plication,” agreed board member
Jeffery Strauss.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Planning Board
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Glenn Mortimer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERING LINCOLN...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), center, is flanked
by John DeSimone of Clark, left, and Gavin Handwerker at the Union County
Republican Committee’s Lincoln Day dinner and auction fundraiser on Tuesday
night at The Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

Watchung Reservation Deer
Hunt Starts February 28

COUNTY —  The Union County
parks department  has released de-
tails of its annual Watchung Reserva-
tion deer hunt, which will begin on
this Monday morning, February 28.

From 1996-1999, the county’s state-
approved deer management program
worked to reduce the number of deer
in the Watchung Reservation from an
estimated 180 deer per square mile to
the goal density of 20 deer per square
mile. This goal was achieved one year
earlier than anticipated. The program
currently underway, begun in 2000,
changed the emphasis from reduction
to maintenance of that density level.

This year’s Watchung Reservation
Deer Management Program will op-
erate between 5 a.m. and 8 p.m. on
Monday, February 28, through
Wednesday, March 2. In the event of
inclement weather on any of those
days, the program may occur on Thurs-
day and Friday, March 3 and 4, but
will not extend past Friday, March 4.

The program has been expanded
this year to include sites within
Passaic River Park in Summit. Those
sites have been hunted since 2005 by
a private company under a contract
issued by the City of Summit. This
year, those same sites will be hunted
by volunteers from the Watchung
Reservation program, during the same
dates and times, at no cost to Summit.

Sixteen marksmen, chosen by the
county from among experienced, li-
censed hunters, most of whom have
previously participated in Union

County’s program, have been se-
lected to serve on a voluntary basis.
Teams of agents will be supervised
by the Union County Police and
representatives from the New Jersey
Division of Fish and Wildlife. Citi-
zens observing any illegal hunting
activity are urged to call Union
County Police at (908) 654-9800.

The reservation will not be closed
during the hunt; however, portions of
some roadways inside the park may
be closed for short periods if neces-
sary. Park patrons are urged to stay on
the marked hiking, walking and bridle
trails. Patrons also are urged to keep
pets restrained on a leash.

Information on the hunt will be
mailed to households surrounding the
Watchung Reservation. Copies also
will be available at Trailside Nature
and Science Center, 452 New Provi-
dence Road, and Watchung Stable,
1160 Summit Lane, both in
Mountainside. For further informa-
tion call (908) 789-3682.

Rice, Cologne Push for More
Black, Hispanic Lawmakers

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK — The New Jersey
Apportionment Commission (NJAC)
held the third of four scheduled pub-
lic meetings on February 9 in Newark
to accept testimony from citizens and
groups regarding the redistricting of
the state’s 40 legislative districts.

Redistricting, the redrawing of leg-
islative map borders, is required fol-
lowing the completion of each United
States Census, which is held every 10
years. The results of the most recent
U.S. Census, held in 2010, have the
potential to change the legislative
landscape in New Jersey.

The populations in counties such as
Hudson and Essex have decreased
while the populations in Burlington
and Ocean Counties have increased.
This population shift has the potential
to relocate State Senate and General
Assembly seats, officials have said.

The New Jersey Apportionment
Commission (NJAC) is the legislative
body charged with redrawing district
borders in New Jersey. As enumerated
by the state’s Constitution, a biparti-
san commission comprised of 10 mem-
bers equal split between the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties.

The five Democratic Party mem-
bers are co-chairman John Wisniewski,
a state assemblyman from Sayreville
and the current state Democratic chair-
man; co-chairwoman Nilsa Cruz-
Perez, an assemblywoman from
Camden County; Joseph Cryan, as-
sembly majority leader from Union
and former state Democratic chair-
man, and Sheila Oliver, assembly
speaker from East Orange. The five
Republican Party members are co-
chairman Jay Webber, an assembly-
man from Morris County who was
state GOP chairman last year; Irene
Kim Asbury of Jersey City; George
Gilmore, Ocean County GOP chair-
man; Kevin O’Toole, an assembly-
man and Essex County GOP chair-
man; and Bill Palatucci of Westfield.

Mr. Webber said the new map is
going to “change pretty signifi-
cantly” based on the “demographic
shifts” in the state’s population.

At the February 9 meeting, the
public was invited to provide com-
mentary on how the commission
should best address this challenging
issue. Individuals came forward to
testify as well as organizations such
as the Plainfield-based New Jersey

Legislative Redistricting Coalition
(NJLRC) and the Latin Action Net-
work (LAN).

“Redistricting is very much a po-
litical insider’s game. The commis-
sion is not required to function under
the open meetings standards,” NJLRC
co-chairman Jerry Harris said. “The
current process has a partisan politi-
cal basis and could be made more
democratic by establishing an inde-
pendent commission. This is a re-
form that many in the coalition
(NJLRC) support.”

Senator Ron Rice (D-28, Newark)
was critical of the current legislative
districts map. “What occurred in the
2001 redistricting was a clear viola-
tion of the 1965 Voting Rights Act
including the (28th) legislative dis-
trict that I represented and still repre-
sent…. There were only four Afri-
can-American Senators working in
the Legislature out of a 40-member
[Senate.] There are only 11 African-
American legislators in the Jersey
General Assembly. Now, to me, and
many taxpayers and voters in the
state, this is disgraceful.”

William Cologne, president of The
Latino Institute, said Latinos comprise
15 percent or over 1.5 million people in
New Jersey. “So I’m here to […] make
sure we have fair representation, that
it’s done the correct way. I don’t believe
in packing (districts). The opportunity
is here for Latinos and other minorities
to be represented in every single county.
There’s no reason for us to be segre-
gated to only the urban areas where we
have a large majority.”

“The reality is that 40 percent of the
population of New Jersey is comprised
of people of color. Recognize that real-
ity,” Mr. Cologne told the commission.

NJAC members were attentive to
the testimony of those present, as
stated by Commissioner Oliver. “The
outcome of this process must be a
legislative map that is fair to every
New Jerseyian and enable the Legis-
lature to actually look like our state.”

The members of the commission
have a constitutionally mandated 60
days to redraw the districts’ borders in
New Jersey. If at the end of 30 days no
decision is reached regarding redraw-
ing (or not redrawing) district lines, an
11th individual is chosen to join the
commission by state  Supreme Court
Chief Justice Stuart Rabner.

For more information,  visit
apportionmentcommission.org.

Judge: WF Police’s Home
Entry Was ‘Unlawful’

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – A Clark municipal
judge threw out most of the charges against
three men following a 2009 late night
house party in Westfield during a four-
hour plus trial last Thursday, calling the
police’s actions “unlawful.”

 On December 23, 2009, the men –
including a father and son – were arrested
after multiple police units responded to
the 500 block of Boulevard on a report of
possible intoxicated individuals. The
judge suppressed most charges against
the defendants, questioning the judgment
of three Westfield police officers.

Police Captain Marcin Kapka was the
first witness called to testify. Questioned by
prosecutor Jon-Henry Barr, the officer said
police were called to the intersection of
Boulevard and Park Street because of a
disorderly group of about 40 to 50 young
adults. When police arrived and demanded
the crowd disperse, one individual, Austin
Rolnick, then 20, became verbally confron-
tational with police, shouting obscenities.

“He said, ‘This is my (expletive)
house,’” according to the officer. Shortly
after, according to the officer, Austin’s
mother, Kim Sorrentino, came up to the
property’s gate, encouraging her son to
go inside. Austin continued to not com-
ply, Officer Kapka noted, and was told he
would be placed under arrest for disor-
derly conduct. Austin headed into his
home, with his mother following.

With Officer Preston Freeman leading
Officers Kapka and Steven Martinez in-
side, the police “had to physically push
the door open,” recalled Officer Kapka.
Austin continued to evade police, Officer
Kapka continued, even as he was told that
he was under arrest. He had to eventually
be extricated from the property, while his
mother had to be “restrained from inter-
fering.” Once police entered the home,
Austin’s father, Lawrence Rolnick, came
down the stairs and entered the fray. He
was eventually charged with disorderly
premises and failure to disperse.

As Austin was taken out of his house, he
continued to kick and scream, according to
Officer Kapka. Austin’s friend, Ramon
Martinez, 19, emerged at that point and
“tried to grab on to Austin to interfere.”
Further Westfield police backup, as well as
police backup from surrounding towns,
were called. Police saw Ramon allegedly
“taking a swing” at a Westfield sergeant,
who then pepper-sprayed him to the ground.
In the fracas, Austin allegedly elbowed
Officer Kapka in the face, and Officer
Freeman hurt his back in the house pursuit.
He said police later found a black wallet
belonging to Austin, and it contained a fake
ID and a baggy with “pot residue.”

Noting that the officer described the
situation as a “riot,” defense attorney Don
DiGioia asked the officer, “Did it ever
occur to you to call a superior officer?”

“You didn’t say a word in the report
about [Ms.] Sorrentino barricading the
gate...You [also] left out an entire portion
about entering the house...”You’re [also]
an alleged victim of assault; yet, there’s
nothing [to that effect] in your report,”
Mr. DiGioia said.

Fellow defense attorney Robert Stahl
said the officer left out many key occur-
rences in his report. “The report is supposed
to include all major facts,” he said. Mr.
Stahl said that since Austin was being
arrested for a disorderly-persons offense, a
summons should have been issued.

Mr. Barr disagreed. He said the offic-
ers had a “right to pursue” once the indi-
vidual was deemed under arrest. The sus-

pect was advised that he was under arrest
and eluded the officer, Mr. Barr said. “At
that point, he lost the right to use his home
as a refuge.”

Officer Freeman’s testimony also refer-
enced Austin’s refusal to cooperate with
police and the foul language directed at the
men. The officer said he managed to push
his way through the Rolnick family’s door-
way, blocking the closing door with his
forearm. “We attempted to grab Austin. A
struggle ensued. [His mother] was yelling
and screaming, attempting to interfere.
[Officer] Martinez subdued her.” At this
point, Cranford, Mountainside and Union
County Police came to aid Westfield.

Officer Freeman alleged that after the
ensuing handcuffing of Austin and pep-
per-spraying of Ramon Martinez, Ms.
Sorrentino ran up to the officers and
directed racial slurs at him.

The defense attorneys noted that no
reference to any racial epithets appears in
the police reports. Mr. DiGioia, question-
ing Officer Freeman, asked if he knew that
Ms. Sorrentino was injured in the events
that took place that night. He also asked if
the officer knew that the Westfield Rescue
Squad arrived at 2:35 a.m. to treat her. The
officer was not aware of this, nor that  Ms.
Sorrentino’s tore a meniscus in her knee,
which required surgery four days later,
saying Officer Martinez fell on her. The
officer  denied Ms. Sorrentino’s claim.
Officer Freeman also denied uttering, or
hearing any officers utter, “Get over here,
you rich [expletive]” to Austin.

Mr. DiGioia again noted that “hot pur-
suit” was not an “acceptable” reasoning for
entering the Rolnick household. “The ap-
propriate course of action would be to pur-
sue a summons, or get a warrant,” he said.

The attorney for Ramon Martinez ar-
gued that all charges against his client
should be dropped if the officers’ entrance
of the property and subsequent actions
were deemed inappropriate. He said his
client merely was “reacting to an illegal
arrest.” Mr. Barr, argued, “Ramon Martinez
did interfere and did break the law.”

The judge dismissed all charges against
Lawrence Rolnick as well as most charges
against the two young adults; only a dis-
orderly-persons violation remained for
each. Both pled guilty to a town ordi-
nance violation for Breach of the Peace
and paid $1,000 fines.

“Austin Rolnick got out of hand,” Judge
Inacio said in his concluding remarks.
“His actions were not permissible. Aus-
tin Rolnick crossed the line. I certainly
don’t come from a generation that tells a
cop to go [expletive] himself. Having
said that, the police officers made some
fundamental errors; you have to know the
location you’re in. You knew this was his
mother, and you knew this was his house,”
he continued. “What is fundamentally
clear is that the intended arrest [of Aus-
tin] was for a disorderly-persons viola-
tion. Under the Fourth Amendment, you
need probable cause. In this instance, no
warrant was sought...The home must be
given the highest degree of protection
under the law.”

He said the “entry by the cops was
unlawful and violated the Fourth Amend-
ment of the Constitution...There was no
indication of contraband or a weapon [on
Austin]. This was for disorderly conduct...

“This was a bad situation that got worse.
Cooler heads should have prevailed. The
conversation about a warrant never oc-
curred. This was not appropriate conduct,
but that doesn’t mean one’s Fourth Amend-
ment rights should be abdicated,” Judge
Inacio concluded in his ruling.

Lance to Hold Meeting
CRANFORD — Rep. Leonard

Lance (R-7th) will hold a town hall
meeting at the Cranford Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, tonight,
Thursday, February 24, from 6 to 8
p.m.  Mr. Lance will take questions and
share his views on the issues such as
the economy, health care, federal spend-
ing and rising federal debt.  For infor-
mation, call  (908) 788-6900 or (908)
518-7733.
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TRENTON UPDATE...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), left, was
the guest speaker at at the February 9  Rotary of Fanwood-Scotch Plains luncheon
at Stagehouse Restaurant in Scotch Plains.  Also pictured is F-SP Rotary
President John Crisafulli.  Interested citizens are  welcome to join F-SP Rotary for
lunch on Wednesdays at 12:15 p.m. at  the Stagehouse. For information, contact
Rotarian Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-3175 or at membership@fsprotary.org.

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Sweeney Plan Proposes
Health Benefits Payments

State Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (D-3, Gloucester) has pro-
posed legislation to require govern-
ment workers to pay 30 percent of
their health benefits if they make
over $100,000 a year and for those
with family coverage. Union work-
ers would have to start paying toward
their premiums seven years after their
current contracts end, according to
the Asbury Park Press. His plan would
exempt 112,344 current retirees re-
ceiving health benefits, according to
The Asbury Park Press reported.

Senator Sweeney said the
Governor’s proposal to have all em-
ployees pay 30 percent of health ben-
efits, regardless of salary, “is kind of
unfair, I think, to low- and middle-
income workers…How do you ask
someone making $20,000 or $30,000 a
year to pay $5,700 (in premiums)?”

Senate Votes to Roll Back
Tolls On Turnpike

The state Senate has passed a bill
to roll back part of a scheduled toll
hike on the New Jersey Turnpike and
Garden State Parkway that was to be
fund the cancelled Access to the
Region’s Core (ARC) tunnel project,
according to northjersey.com.

The bill (S-2636), which passed
27-9, proposes to cancel $1.25 bil-
lion in toll hikes, the first of which
went into affect in 2008 with the
second phase planned for 2012. Gov-
ernor Chris Christie is expected to
veto the bill. A memo from the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority’s (NJPA)
counsel had warned that rolling back
the increase would expose the NJPA
to litigation from bond owners and
lead to the lowering the authority’s
bond rating.

Workers Rally Against Budget
Cuts at Wisconsin State Capitol
Thousands of state union workers

rallied last week in the Madison, WI,
the state’s capital, to protest cuts in
benefits sought by new Republican
Governor Scott Walker as part of his

plans to cut a $3.7-billion budget
hole, according to media reports.
Union representatives argued that
their concerns were focused on los-
ing decades-old bargaining rights, the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reported.

Democratic senators, however, boy-
cotted a Senate vote on Gov. Walker’s
plan by hiding out just over the Illinois
border at the Clock Tower Resort and
Conference Center in Rockford, Ill.

Cuomo Raises Issue of ‘Super’
Salaries in New York State

Similar to action taken by Republi-
can Governor Chris Christie, New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) has pro-
posed a budget calling for a $2.85-
billion cut in school aid.  Governor
Cuomo said he did not understand
why school chiefs are paid more than
the governor, who is paid $179,000,
The New York Times reported.

Governor Christie has capped su-
perintendent salaries at $175,000, his
salary, although that cap has been chal-
lenged in court by school administra-
tors from Morris County. Mr. Cuomo
has said 40 percent of superintendents
in New York State are paid at least
$200,000 in salary and benefits.

Robert N. Lowry Jr., deputy direc-
tor of the New York State Council of
School Superintendents, told The
Times the average New York school
chief salary was $163,000. The na-
tional average is $160,000.

Menendez Seeks to End Tax
Refunds for State Inmates

U.S. Senator Robert Menendez (D-
N.J.) has called on state officials to
work with the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice to curb abuse by prisoners in the
state’s jails in filing and successfully
receiving tax refunds, according to
news reports. A recent report found
that some 25,000 inmates in the state’s
prison system had claimed $900,000
in improper tax refunds in 2009. Na-
tionwide, the number was $39 mil-
lion. Sen. Menendez has urged the
state to enter into an information shar-
ing agreement with the IRS to cut off
the fraudulent refunds.

Kean Supports Christie
Changes to Tenure System

TRENTON — Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) says Governor Chris
Christie’s proposed changes to
teacher tenure, basing it on merit and
not seniority, would bring a needed
focus on student outcomes to public
education.

“Current tenure protections pro-
vide no incentives for excellence in
the classroom and no consequences
for failure,” Senator Kean said. “A
system of career promotion based
solely on seniority and length of ser-
vice serves neither the interests of
teachers who care about their jobs
nor the students who are entitled to a
thorough and efficient education.
Governor Christie’s proposed tenure
reforms are pro-teacher, pro-student,

and bring the focus of education
policy in New Jersey where it truly
belongs — educational outcomes for
our children.”

“Good teachers know they have
nothing to fear in reforming the ten-
ure system,” said Senator Kean, a
member of the Senate Education
Committee, and a proponent  propo-
nent of competitive reforms  in public
education.

“In fact, good teachers have much to
gain from a system that rewards those
who constantly strive to improve the
educational results attained by their
students. I look forward to working
with the Governor and my colleagues
to implement reforms that reward great
educators and remove bad ones from
the teaching profession.”

RVSA Concerned Over
Trenton Bills on Authorities

By WAYNE BAKER and PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Rahway Val-
ley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) has
voiced their concerns over a trio of
pending bills in Trenton which would
implement new procedures for dis-
solving authorities, give mayors the
right to veto authority minutes, and
provide new requirements on open
public meetings.

Among the bills under consider-
ation in Trenton is S-2447/A-3541,
which would give mayors veto power
over any actions taken by an authority
such as the RVSA. Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Rahway,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Mountainside, Westfield, and
Woodbridge are all members of the
RVSA. Under the legislation, minutes
of RVSA meetings would have to be
submitted to all of the mayors who
would have 10 days to review them.

“If we must submit ‘approved’
minutes for a 10-day review by the
mayors, this will delay payment to all
contractors and vendors for approxi-
mately six weeks,” according to a
draft of a letter to lawmakers by RVSA
Executive Director James Meehan.
“What recourse would an authority
have if the payment itself is vetoed
despite a contractual obligation? The
process would appear to open an au-
thority up to litigation and poten-
tially higher construction costs.”

Another bill, A-3088, would cre-
ate a new procedure for municipali-
ties and counties to dissolve environ-
mental authorities. “At an alarming
rate, environmental authorities are
being dissolved by municipalities.
While municipalities have the right
to dissolve the authority it created,
too often the dissolution process lacks
public notice input…It is often done
without any discussions with the very
professionals who have been provid-
ing the service and overseeing the
facilities,” Mr. Meehan said in his
draft letter.

The last piece of legislation, S-
1351/A-2322 would change the pub-
lic notification period from 48 hours
to three business days. “The language
(in the bill) preventing discussion of
any item that is not on the agenda
would seriously impair the ability of
the public to interact with their local
officials,” according to Mr. Meehan’s
draft letter. The RVSA has requested
that three business days be changed
to three calendar days in the bill.

In other business, the RVSA has
eliminated five positions in a cost-
cutting move. These include: super-
visor of buildings and grounds, main-
tenance supervisor, chief engineer,
assistant to executive director, and
one shift supervisor position. These

positions, some of which were va-
cant, represent a saving of about
$325,000, with roughly half of that
representing an actual cost reduc-
tion. These savings are slightly offset
by four employees were granted raises
and/or moved to new pay grades.
These were all long-term employees,
most of whom had “maxed out” their
pay grades, officials said.

The RVSA has requested all mu-
nicipalities to provide them with a
copy of their building permit logs.
The authority believes that several
municipalities are failing to make the
necessary sewer connection applica-
tions. Upon receiving this informa-
tion, the RVSA will provide instruc-
tions and guidance on how towns can
bring themselves into compliance
with RVSA requirements.

RVSA commissioners voted to re-
bid a piping project to bring digester
gas for heating to the facility’s boil-
ers in cases when the plant’s co-
generation facility is not operating.
Mr. Meehan estimated the project’s
cost at $350,000 and indicated that,
depending on usage levels of the co-
generation plant, the project will pay
for itself in less than one year if used
heavily and nearly seven years with
minimal use. He said the savings
would come from reducing the need
to purchase natural gas for heating.
Construction is expected to take four
to five months.

At the annual reorganization of the
board of commissioners, Frank
Mazzarella of Clark was sworn in as
the new chairman. Allen Chin of
Westfield named vice-chairman and
Robert LaCosta of Scotch Plains was
appointed to the board, replacing
long-time board member Joan Papen.
Mr. LaCosta joins Stephen Eisenberg
of Springfield as the board’s newest
members. Mr. Eisenberg replaced
Maria Abram, who resigned prior to
last month’s meeting.

Consolidation Forum
Wednesday in SP

SCOTCH PLAINS – Courage to
Connect New Jersey, a non-partisan,
non-profit organization, will hold a
public forum this Wednesday, March
2, to discuss how Scotch Plains and
Fanwood could be consolidated.

 Gina Genovese, the organization’s
executive director, will coordinate the
presentation which will take place at
7:30 p.m. in the multi-purpose room
at the Brunner Elementary School,
721 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.
Admission is free and the program is
open to the public. Scotch Plains resi-
dent Fred Lange will host the event.

To learn more visit
CourageToConnectNJ.org.
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Letters to
the Editor

Government... Like Fire, It Is a
Dangerous Servant, Fearful Master
What we call the Presidents’ Day holiday is really

not that.  It’s actually the holiday celebrating George
Washington’s birth in 1732, according to the United
States Office of Personnel Man-
agement. Granted too, there’s some
argument about what calendar was
in use during that time. Although
it’s popularly thought that Presi-
dents’ Day is the combination of
Washington’s and Lincoln’s birth-
day, Lincoln’s birthday on Febru-
ary 12, 1809 never became a fed-
eral holiday; but it did become a
legal holiday in several states, such
as New Jersey.

In 1968, legislation moved sev-
eral federal holidays. Washington’s
Birthday holiday of February 22
was moved to the third Monday in
February each year. Since taking
effect in 1971, it was intended to
simplify the calendar and give gov-
ernment workers three-day week-
ends.

The fact that there are three-day
weekends now seems the impor-
tant feature of most holidays today
— such as Presidents’ Day, Me-
morial Day and Labor Day. Could
it be that because we forgot the real
reasons for the holidays that we are
in the mess that we are today?

One could question the signifi-
cance of a general who hardly won
a battle, except for his last one – or
a statesman who hardly won an
election, except for his last one.

George Washington was the great
general with few victories. He’s
called the “Father of Our Country”
and most of us know that he was the first President
of the United States.

Abraham Lincoln was the great statesman that

hardly won an election. Considered one of the
greatest, he was the 16th President of the United
States and was assassinated in office at the start of

his second term in 1865.
Which of the two above said

“Associate yourself with men of
good quality if you esteem your
own reputation; for ’tis better to be
alone than in bad company?” or
“Government is not reason. Gov-
ernment is not eloquence. It is
force. And, like fire, it is a danger-
ous servant and a fearful master?”

These are quotes of George
Washington.

And then you would know that
Abraham Lincoln said at
Gettysburg: “that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not
have died in vain — that this na-
tion, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom — and that gov-
ernment of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”

His quote inscribed on one wall
of the Lincoln Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C. is, “With malice to-
ward none; with charity for all;
with firmness in the right, as God
gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are
in; to bind up the nation’s
wounds....”

We think it is important for our
children to know of these great
men of perilous times, of their
character and sacrifice, of their
contribution to country and man-
kind.

Also, it’s way past time for all countrymen, adults,
elected officials – you and I – to live by our deeds
with the honor and character of these great men.

Washington’s Birthday Salute;
Celebrate His Ideals and Character

On February 22, we honor the Father
of our country, George Washington, by
celebrating his birth. George Washing-
ton clearly defined what it means to be an
American, and through his actions, ex-
emplified the meaning of the words,
ideals, devotion, and love of country.

Washington’s exemplary character and
strong leadership as Commander-in-Chief
of the Continental Army held him in good
stead as he led his troops to victory. He
stated in his General orders in July 1776,
“Our own Country’s Honor, all call upon
us… Let us therefore rely upon the good-
ness of the Cause, and the aid of the
supreme Being, in whose hands Victory
is, to animate and encourage us to great
and noble Actions.”

As President of the Constitutional Con-
vention in 1787, realizing the difficult
task ahead he said to the delegates “If, to
please the people, we offer what we our-
selves disapprove, how can, we after-
wards defend our work? Let us raise a
standard to which the wise and the honest
can repair. The event is in the hand of
God.”

Washington’s honesty, integrity, and
loyalty, set the moral tone of our new
nation and made him the most beloved

and respected man in America. In 1788,
he wrote in a letter, “The first transactions
of a Nation, like those of an individual
upon his first entrance into life, make the
deepest impression, and are to form the
leading traits in its character.”

In his inaugural address on April 30,
1789, the First President of the United
States proclaimed, “The preservation of
the sacred fire of liberty, and the destiny
of the republican model of government,
are justly considered deeply, perhaps as
finally, staked on the experiment entrusted
to the hands of the American people.”

After two terms he voluntarily stepped
down. In his Farewell Address in 1796,
he fortuitously said, “The basis of our
political systems is the right of the people
to make and to alter their Constitutions of
Government. But the Constitution which
at all times exists, ‘till changed by an
explicit and authentic act of the whole
People, is sacredly obligatory upon all.”

George Washington died December
14, 1799. Upon his death, President John
Adams offered these prophetic words in
praise of his predecessor: “His example
is now complete, and it will teach wisdom
and virtue to magistrates, citizens, and
men, not only in the present age, but in

future generations, as long as our history
shall be read.”

Sadly, over the past 45 years much of
this history has been removed from our
children’s history books. Washington’s
portrait has been removed from the class-
room walls. His lessons of wisdom and
virtue have been lost to “Revisionist”
history, and today, we wonder where
Honor, Honesty, loyalty, integrity and
character have gone in our society.

Let us raise our glass in honor of
George’s birthday, and challenge each
other to live by the principals on which,
our great nation was founded, and to
teach by example.

In a speech given by Lt. Col. U.S.
Grant III in 1930, he said, “Teach your
pupils to know and admire George Wash-
ington, to carry his example and compan-
ionship in their hearts, and the country’s
destinies will be safe in the hands of the
next generation.”

It only takes two generations of igno-
rance for our history to be forgotten.

Happy Birthday George… Long live
your wisdom and virtue.

William Sanders
Mountainside

CommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentaryCommentary

The Full Monty on Transparency;
Make Contract Talks Public

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Brose – A thick porridge made by

mixing boiling water or liquid with meal
2. Indaba – A conference among South

American tribes
3. Dermestes – A genus of insects

whose larvae devour dead bodies
4. Zel – A kind of Oriental cymbal

ZAPTIAH
1. A small globular vessel of polished

brass
2. A Turkish policeman
3. An Iranian liquid measure equal to

3.249 gallons
4. An Arabian swordsman

APRAXIA
1. Loss or impairment of power to

perform purposeful movements
2. Bending backwards
3. Inflammation of the oil glands of the

skin
4. Inflammation of the Adam’s Apple;

goiter
ZANDER

1. An abalone shell; an ear shell
2. A jewler’s gouging tool
3. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
4. The European pike

TATOUAY
1. The magpie
2. A large South American armadillo
3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. A slingshot

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

With New Jersey struggling to achieve
fiscal sanity, the public needs to have
their voice heard on areas that affect their
wallets and pocketbooks. One of the big-
gest areas of spending at the state, county
and local level is that of salaries and
wages. Collective bargaining units are at
the center of the controversy. An epi-
demic is expected Friday as union mem-
bers call in sick to attend the scheduled
protest rally in Trenton.

When school boards, municipalities
and counties negotiate new labor agree-
ments, they do so in private session. By
the time these agreements appear on the
agenda for public comment, there is noth-
ing the public can do other than swallow
hard and prepare to see another spike in
taxes. But who said these negotiations
have to be private? What would have
happened if the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation and the Westfield Education Asso-
ciation (WEA) had their negotiations in
public? And perhaps even on TV 36?
Would teachers have received that three-
year, 3.5 percent per year pay hike while
everyone was struggling – and now
teacher layoffs are looming as a result?
Would the Wisconsin teachers be asking
for Viagra payments?

And what about the county? The bulk
of their 2,800 employees are unionized.
For the past few years the county has
been negotiating zero percent increases
on their union contracts in exchange for
enriching the financial benefits when they
retire. This is just hiding the cost while
passing them down the road and sidestep-
ping the property tax law. We don’t think
this is right, but this is not the point.

In our opinion the public should have
the opportunity to provide input on these
agreements while they are being negoti-
ated – not the night the freeholders or the
BOE are set to vote to pass a contract –
“placer quelqu’un devant le fait accom-
pli.” Also, in our opinion, all worker and

executive contracts should be published
on their respective government’s website.

Former Governor Jon Corzine told The
Star-Ledger, following the 2007 negotia-
tions with 49,000-member Communica-
tions Workers of America, the largest
state workers union, that, “There is not
much to be gained, in my view, negotiat-
ing contracts in public forums. You’re
really trying to get people to move, and if
you embarrass people they have a ten-
dency to not move.” Well, what good did
it do for the public to have private nego-
tiations on contracts occur between the
Governor and his girlfriend, union head
Carla Katz?

As written in the New Jersey Open
Public Meetings Act, which was signed
into law in 1975 as “Title 10: Meetings
Open to Public; Exceptions,” chapter 231,
section 7, “a public body may exclude the
public” when the body discusses “any
collective bargaining agreement, or the
terms and conditions which are proposed
for inclusion in any collective bargaining
agreement, including the negotiation of
the terms and conditions thereof with
employees or representatives of employ-
ees of the public body.”

We believe this law needs to be
amended to require that all union and
executive negotiations are done in open
session where the public – including citi-
zens as well as union members — can not
only observe these proceedings, but com-
ment. After all it’s the taxpayers’ money
that is funding these agreements.

We think it is time that state lawmakers
get a bill to Governor Chris Christie’s
desk to provide real transparency on the
Full Monty of government spending: sala-
ries, benefits, pensions and health care.

Let’s not just look at the workers. They
need to be treated fairly. Shouldn’t the
taxpayers also have scrutiny over the
executives they are paying for – and yes,
their perks and retirement packages too?

How Much Will Lifetime Benefits
Really Cost for 700 Non-Union Staff?

Patronage Mills and Civil Service Need
Examination Before Dismantling

Wellness Challenge
Begins in Scotch Plains

Residents of Scotch Plains are invited
to register for the Scotch Plains Wellness
Challenge on Sunday, February 27. This
12- week, community-wide challenge is
a collaboration between the Challenge
Committee and Mayor’s Wellness Cam-
paign. The goal of the program is to give
our residents the opportunity to develop
healthy habits and embrace a lifestyle of
wellness.

Participants will earn points through
the performance of various activities that
will improve the mind, body, and soul.
There will be fun and informative semi-
nars twice each week with demonstra-
tions presented by some of the most tal-
ented health and wellness professionals
in the area. The program will conclude in
May with a celebration and prizes.

The kickoff celebration will be held
this Sunday at Scotch Hills Country Club
from 1 to 3 p.m. with on-site registration.
Check out
www.scotchplainschallenge.com for
more information.

Special thanks to Dr. Frank DiLollo
and Suzanne Mahoney for their dedica-
tion and hard work in organizing the
challenge. I look forward to a productive
program!

Nancy Malool,
Mayor, Scotch Plains

You rightly headlined your coverage
of the last freeholder meeting as “Free-
holders OK Lifetime Insurance for Non-
Union County Employees,” however, that
was not how the freeholders chose to
present their evenings’ activities. The
agenda described it as an “Ordinance to
Amend the Laws of Union County: Ad-
ministrative Code and Policies and Gen-
eral Legislation: By Amending Chapter
2, Section 26-8 Article V (Retiree Health
Insurance Benefits) and Chapter 2, Sec-
tion 107, Article IV (Fees for Recreation
Facilities).”

Only when asked by the public did
some truth come out. They hiked golf
fees by $2 at the same time they gave
away what might well be $10 million, in
part, to the majority of attendees at that

meeting. Ten million dollars is my own
guess of what lifetime health benefits for
about 600 to 700 county employees would
cost.

I don’t know what the eventual payouts
will be, especially in this volatile health-
care environment. Unfortunately, neither
did anyone in that room since, according
to Lawrence Caroselli, head of the De-
partment of Finance, the “costs associ-
ated with this are currently being evalu-
ated” and the county is “in the process of
receiving an actuarial study.”

With that information as a guide the
ordinance passed unanimously with no
questions from or debate among the free-
holders, as per usual in Union County.

John Bury
Kenilworth

With all the buzz about Governor
Christie’s “tool kit” as the way to save
New Jersey, I think it’s important to ex-
amine the bill which would allow gov-
ernment agencies to “opt out” of civil
service to save money. This will, in ef-
fect, destroy the merit-based civil service
system in New Jersey. While this may
save money here and there in the short
term, long term it will cost taxpayers
much more as rank and file public jobs
are turned into patronage mills like the
Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission.

Instead of dismantling the system, I
propose the following 10-step plan to
reshape and reform examination and
merit- based civil service.

1) Expand civil service to cover man-
agement positions (most are currently
unclassified and frequently filled via pa-
tronage or nepotism). Lower the salary
guide for managers. Most “six figure”
public employees are unclassified man-
agers who have no contracts. Only the top
level of management should be exempt
from competitive testing and other rules.

2) Consolidate the thousands of cur-
rent job titles down to a few hundred to
allow more flexibility with employee as-
signments and easier movement of per-
sonnel as needs change.

3) Allow easier removal of poorly per-
forming employees when layoffs are in
play, instead of being restricted only to
seniority.

4) Tie raises to performance evalua-
tions (another system that needs a com-
plete overhaul) instead of service time.
Continued poor performance should be
cause for retraining or termination with-
out the ability to appeal.

5) Change discipline procedures to
streamline the handling of “minor” of-
fenses to save time and money.

6) Force all towns, counties, and gov-
ernment agencies in the state to adopt
civil service rules. No opting out. Every-
one plays by the same rules.

7) Implement strong anti-nepotism
rules, such as precluding family mem-
bers from supervising each other or doing
performance evaluations.

8) Allow classified employees to trans-
fer between departments or agencies at
supervisory levels if they are properly
qualified. Currently, such a transfer will
knock the employee back to the entry-
level title. This often results in less tal-
ented people being given supervisor po-
sitions because they happen to already be
working for an agency or department.

9) Expand the Civil Service Commis-
sion to include at least one member of the
public who has never been a government
employee of any kind and who will sub-
mit to a full background investigation to
prove they have no ties to any elected
local or state official.

10) Finally, give the civil service law
some teeth! Towns, agencies, or employ-
ees who purposely violate civil service
rules should be fined significant amounts
of money and/or face official misconduct
charges. Managers who abuse the disci-
pline process should suffer consequences.
For example, in the extreme case of an
employee who is found by the Civil Ser-
vice Commission to have been improp-
erly terminated, whoever made the deci-
sion to terminate that employee should
then be terminated.

 I issue this challenge: Is there a person
in the State Senate or Assembly with the
backbone to propose a bill like this and
get it on the floor?

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Court Ruling Important In How
Governments Hold Public Sessions

In an important ruling handed down
[last week], the Appellate Division ruled
that the routine sequencing of a five-
minute open session, followed by a closed
session of indeterminate duration, fol-
lowed by the resumption of an open ses-
sion, violates the Open Public Meetings
Act (OPMA). The court found that such
sequencing forces citizens to wait a con-
siderable period of time while the body is
in closed session and provides them no
guarantee when the open session will
resume.

Such uncertainty, the court ruled, will
inevitably cause some members of the
public to leave the meeting, a result that
would be avoided if the closed session
did not begin until the entire public ses-

sion had been completed. The court did
not rule that there could never be a case
where it was proper for a closed session to
be held before the public portion ended.
Rather, it ruled against the public body in
this case because the record reflected that
the body routinely engaged in this prac-
tice.

Also of importance was the court’s
ruling that resolutions passed in advance
of a closed session and the public notices
advertising the closed meeting, “should
contain as much information as is consis-
tent with full public knowledge without
doing any harm to the public interest.”
The court also ruled that the body’s dis-
cussion regarding “the need for clear
rules to be implemented across all facets
of the university” should not have been
held in closed session. The decision,
McGovern v. Rutgers, is on-line at
o g t f . l p c n j . o r g / 2 0 1 1 4 8 Y s / /
McGovernRutgers.pdf.

John Paff, Chairman,
NJ Libertarian Party’s Open

Government Advocacy Project

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Avenue E.
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

Americans Don’t Care
About Party, Just Who

Stands Up for Them
On February 16, New Jersey’s Gover-

nor Chris Christie (R) gave a speech at the
American Enterprise Institute that,
amongst other things, praised New York’s
Governor Cuomo (D). Both governors
are showing some courage by – to some
degree – facing down the gravy-train
loving, government-sector unions in their
state. That both governors are receiving
plenty of praise for doing so from taxpay-
ers shows that, ultimately, Americans
don’t care whether it’s a Republican or
it’s a Democrat who stands up for their
rights. They will vote for the politician –
and the party – that most consistently
does so. Politicians of both parties take
heed.

Mark Kalinowski
Clifton

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

(908) 527-4000
George Devanney, Mgr.

gdevanney@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.

(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO

KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE

The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario C. 
Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq.,
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to the public 
a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about Divorce” on
Thursday, March 10, 2011 at Ferraro’s South (Catering Hall) in Westfield, New
Jersey and Saturday, March 12, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Clark, New
Jersey. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in matrimonial law for over 38 years, and 
his group of other well-experienced attorneys, will review the law, explain the
legal process and answer your questions concerning premarital agreements,
separation, divorce, custody and parenting time, division of assets, alimony, child 
support, domestic violence, post-divorce Court review of changed financial and
child related circumstances, how the current economic climate will impact
divorce and post-divorce matters, as well as the law governing civil unions.

Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an alternative to 
the traditional contested proceeding.  Divorce Mediation offers the potential for
significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are fully protected by
avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court proceedings.

If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or if 
you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you.  If you are already divorced, the Seminar may be 
of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.

A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.
Reservations Required (no names needed)

Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served

THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2011
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2011
   1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

FERRARO’S SOUTH (Catering Hall)
425 South Elmer St. 
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
908-233-9777
www.ferrarossouth.com

CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL 
36 Valley Road
Clark, New Jersey 07066
732-574-0100

   www.crowneplaza.com/clarknj

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 * 908-756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday-Saturday 10-5:30 * Thursday until 9 * Sunday 1-5
Stickley * Henkel Harris * Kindel * D.R. Dimes * Karges * Southwood * E.J. Victor * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore * Harden

EXCEPTIONAL COMFORT  •  NATURAL MATERIALS
TWO-SIDED MATTRESSES  •  HANDCRAFTED QUALITY 

LIMITED TIME ONLY!
We are proud to offer you the bed of your dreams with our exclusive
selection of luxurious, high-quality Shifman mattresses. Since 1893, the
family-owned Shifman Mattress Company has handcrafted its mattresses
in America using the finest materials, including up to 83 pounds of 
all-natural cotton filling. Plus each mattress is two-sided for long-lasting
comfort and value.

IT FEELS SO
GOOD

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Savings on Pillowtop sets: $50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Savings on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king. 
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2011.
**After Instant Savings prices based on purchase of complete set - no instant savings on purchase of mattress or boxspring only.

SAVE 35-50%
Plus up to $200*

SLEEPING ON A TWO-SIDED SHIFMAN MATTRESS.

PRESIDENT’S WEEK ADDITIONAL 5% STOREWIDE SAVINGS!

CRYSTAL
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 460 $249
FULL EA.PC. 620 $339
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2150 $1199

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA.PC. 620 $339
FULL EA.PC. 790 $429
QUEEN SET 1710 $939
KING SET 2680 $1499

*SATURN
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN EA.PC.1460 $819 $807
FULL EA.PC. 1770 $999 $974
QUEEN SET 3860 $2199 $2124
KING SET 5510 $3099 $2999

*ROYAL COMFORT PT
SUGG. SALE SAVING

TWIN SET 3740 $2149 $2099
FULL SET 4490 $2549 $2474
QUEEN SET 5310 $2999 $2899
KING SET 7120 $3999 $3799

BANCROFT
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 460 $249

Be North Jersey’s  
BIGGEST LOSER! 

How it all works 
12 week program 
$35 Entry Fee  
Free Personal Coaching  
Free Nutritional Information 
Free Metabolism Test 
Group Support & more 

Call to Pre-Register for Contest:  
908-322-2100 

Club West Nutrition 222 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ 07023 

*Call to inquire about available dates and times. 
*Since success is so high in these competitions – seats fill up FAST – call to 

save your spot. 

Join the 12 week competition for only $35.00 

We challenge you to Lose Weight and WIN $$ 

The participants 
shown ALL lost 
their weight with 
the help of local 
Weight Loss Com-
petitions. 
 
In total, they were 
able to lose 916 
pounds! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competitions Forming 
 

Mon. Feb. 28th  6pm 

 
Tues. Mar. 1st 10am 

 
Tues. Mar. 1st 6pm 

Mark Friedman Launches Campaign
For Westfield Board of Education

Scotch Plains Should Create
Dead End at End of Sunset Place

David Owens Helped Make CWC
A Model Volunteer Organization

Thanks to All Who Made Valentine
Dinner for Veterans a Success

WF Mayor And Council Should Start
Process to Move Pedestrian Signal

Letters to the Editor
The third annual Valentine’s Day with

a Veteran dinner, held on February 11,
was greatly enjoyed by 50 veterans from
Lyons Veterans Hospital. The night would
not have been possible without the gener-
osity and cooperation of so many, and I
want to take this opportunity to thank all
involved.

The veterans dined on delicious food
donated and prepared by Dairy Queen
(Plainfield), Flannery’s (Fanwood), and
the following Scotch Plains restaurants:
Florence Ravioli, Grillestone, Hung’s
Dynasty, John’s Meat Market, Maria’s,
Popeye’s, Portusa BBQ, Scotchwood
Diner, Snuffy’s, Stage House, and Swiss
Pastry Shoppe.

Bags filled with health and beauty aids
and exciting raffle prizes made the veter-
ans’ night even more enjoyable, and were
provided through the funding from
Wakefern, Central Jersey Business Net-
work, Scotch Plains VFW, Scotch Plains
American Legion, and Scotch Plains Sons
of the American Legion.

Special thanks to Congressman

Leonard Lance, who shared words of
encouragement when he stopped by on
his way home after a long week in Wash-
ington, and to Lt. Col. Edward Chrystal
for his thoughtful words and caring con-
tribution to this event.

I appreciate the efforts of Girl Scout
Troops 618 and 88 and various local
veterans who came out to show their
support. Many thanks to Rev. Kevin
Brennan and Mike Epps of Evangel
Church for providing a venue for the
event, complete with setup and cleanup.

Finally, this event could not have hap-
pened if not for the efforts of the Commu-
nity Relations Committee: Irene Bartels,
Steve Goldberg, Maureen LaCosta, Sal
Trifiro, and the chair, Jennifer Power,
whose outstanding effort and enthusiasm
made the organization of this event so
much easier. My heartfelt thanks goes out
to all for helping to make this a night
where these veterans truly felt our appre-
ciation for their service to our country.

Nancy Malool
Mayor, Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
and Township Manager Chris Marion.

*****
Dear Mayor Malool and Mr. Marion:
While you are aiming to satisfy the

driving population by improving the func-
tion of the Bonnie Burn overpass, consid-
erations should also be made to improve
the lives and safety of the residents of the
Scotch Plains community directly im-
pacted by said changes. While the traffic
situation is hectic around Park Avenue
and Mountain Avenue, once the project is
complete, traffic will again move
smoothly through the area. We are con-
cerned about the impact of the traffic
light that will allow cars coming off the
overpass to make a left onto Park Avenue
and then a quick right onto Sunset Place.
We are looking to have the Township of
Scotch Plains create a “dead end” at the
end of Sunset Place to protect our chil-
dren and maintain, if not improve, the
quality of life for the residents.

Sunset Place has been temporarily
closed for over eight months, with no
adverse effects on local traffic. The con-
gestion our street once experienced has
been drastically reduced. It has been
wonderful to have such a dramatic effect
occur on our street. There are presently
15 children who reside on Sunset Place.

Locally, there are several instances
where streets have been permanently
closed by towns due to overwhelming
traffic issues and/or public safety.
Throughout the Scotch Plains area, towns
have made the decision to protect resi-
dents from the onslaught of excessive
traffic. For example, along the South
Avenue corridor in Fanwood, there are
two streets (Fourth Avenue and Fifth
Avenue) that have successfully been
turned into “dead-ends.” Also in
Fanwood, Tillotson Road, off of Westfield
Road, has been cordoned off. In each
instance in Fanwood, dirt and shrubs were
placed on the streets to close them off.
Westfield has another example of a sec-

tioned off road. Birch Place, off North
Avenue, was successfully turned into a
dead end. Interestingly enough, Scotch
Plains also has a street that was success-
fully turned into a dead end off of Jerusa-
lem Road, Broadway.

We believe that Sunset Place is in the
unique position to be converted into a
dead end. The community has had over
eight months to get accustomed to the
street being off limits. Please consider
our appeal. You have the unique opportu-
nity to create a safer street for our chil-
dren and maintain our small-town feel
without the scary influx of traffic. Please
help us maintain our quality of life.

Jeannine and Dan Murphy
Scotch Plains

I would like to note the retirement of
David Owen as executive director from
Contact We Care (CWC).

CWC is non-profit suicide hotline ser-
vice that handles thousands of calls a year
from despondent teens to out of work
people unsure where to turn next and
everyone in between.

During David’s tenure, the Westfield
chapter grew in importance as both the
events of 9/11 and the financial crisis
increased the critical need for the organi-
zation.

David rose to the task, helping to in-
crease the number of telephone workers
as they are called as well as improving the
financial stability of the organization.

In recent years, the organization re-
ceived many well-deserved awards and
recognition from the governor’s office as

a model volunteer organization. And he
wasn’t just an executive. He took his calls
every month and was an excellent men-
tor, gently correcting a new telephone
worker and having a warm conversation
with a long time caller.

So how does a man like this retire? By
joining the Peace Corps and serving the
rest of the world.

David embodies the word service. He
is a powerful reminder that our mark on
the world is not left by the car we drive or
the size of our home, but by the quality of
our caring for those around us.

It is an honor to have known and worked
with David. I wish him and his wife
Kathy best wishes on their next step of
their journey.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

I have lived in Westfield for 20 years.
I have two children who have grown up in
the Westfield schools and are currently
juniors at the high school. They have had
a wonderful experience and I want to be
able to participate in the process to make
the school system even better.

For me, this is all about the kids. In
order to enhance our educational system,
I will strive to focus on the following: the
continued preparation and development
of our kids for the 21st Century; the
financial challenges that meet our dis-
trict; and our sports and recreation pro-
grams. Importantly, while my roots are in
the Jefferson School district, I will be a
board member for the entire town and
will represent all schools equally because
we are, in fact, one community.

When I moved into town the first thing
that I did, was to sign up with Westfield
Baseball as a coach. I didn’t even have
kids yet! I did that for a few years, then I
took a break to focus on starting my own
family. Once my kids were old enough,
that started a 10-year involvement with
baseball, soccer and basketball in town. It
was a wonderful experience and it showed
me just how important a strong athletics
and recreation offering is for the town. I
want to continue to develop those oppor-
tunities for our children and ensure that
the board continues to focus on all as-
pects of our children’s development —
whether it be sports, fine arts, or other
aspects of a well-rounded young person
—that can too easily fall off the table
when dollars that are already thinly
stretched must somehow be allocated.
We also have many facilities needs and
with the financial situation as it is, we will
need to be creative to solve these needs.
We must evaluate all opportunities and
we must not be afraid to deploy an ap-
proach that has perhaps never been tried

before.
In my professional life, I focus on new

media, e-commerce and digital market-
ing. This is where our society has evolved
and the move to a digital world quickens
each day. We need to be certain that we
are allowing our students to understand
what job opportunities will be available
to them after college and we need to
prepare them now for what awaits them.
I believe that I can offer real world expe-
rience to the type of curriculum changes
we need to make over the next few years
to better prepare the Westfield students.

Very early in my career, I was a CPA.
I am well versed in budgeting and finan-
cial analysis and I would like to bring that
experience to the board. I have been im-
pressed by the many changes that the
board has enacted over the last few years
to introduce new revenue sources as well
as to reduce the spending in the district. I
believe that I can offer guidance and
direction to continue that effort. We should
all be proud of how the board has made
some tough choices to make up for the
significant reduction in state aid. I was
interested to see a slide at a recent board
meeting that showed that Westfield tax-
payers paid over $100 million in taxes to
Trenton last year, yet we received less
than $450,000 back from Trenton to help
with our school budget. I will continue
the board’s efforts with our representa-
tives to show them how well the district
has done and how we should be rewarded,
not penalized for all of the good work
going on.

I look forward to leveraging my love of
the kids and my professional experiences
with a seat on the Westfield Board of
Education.

Mark Friedman
Westfield BOE Cand.

The Westfield Town Council mem-
bers have gone silent after months of
circumventing residents’ complaints in
opposition to the newly installed
streetlights and crosswalk in the middle
of Central Avenue. There are multiple
reasons why they have become silent and
refuse to answer any of the questions
being posed to them. The most troubling
of these is that, quite frankly, Mayor
Skibitsky has censured them or would the
word muzzled be more appropriate.

The unethical method of conducting
oneself as the mayor of our town is as
unconscionable as the streetlights that
straddle a Westfield resident’s private
driveway and has cost the taxpayers over
$124,000 in wasted spending. All anyone
would need to do is drive by this resident’s
home and witness for yourself the place-
ment of the lights and crosswalk and ask
yourself how you would feel if this project
had been done to your property without
any prior notification or opportunity to
object. The owner of this property is a
senior citizen and a 35-year resident at
this location. The implementing of this
outrageous project has obviously deval-
ued her property and compromised the
well being of her mental and physical
health.

Does this person, or any resident of
Westfield, deserve this unfair treatment
from our elected officials? Did I mention
the mayor and council were presented
with over 100 signatures in opposition to
this location of the lights and crosswalk?
The mayor and council continue to dis-
miss everything that is presented to them
and are governing against the will of the
people. The only defense the mayor has
come up with, and I quote, “The traffic
safety experts have determined this is a
safer location than the previous location
at the intersection of Central and Clover
Street.” If this is in fact true then I would
urge the mayor to have all the crosswalks
in Westfield moved immediately to the
middle of the roads so we’d all be much

safer.
The fact of the matter is you can’t have

two absolutes for than there would be no
absolute and we all know absolutely “don’t
cross the street in the middle of the block!”
Who and where are these traffic experts
that the mayor is incapable of producing at
the council meetings? I don’t believe for
one second that anyone recommended this
debacle. This stinks to high heaven of a
political maneuver. These council meet-
ings should be filled with concerned resi-
dents like the turnout in opposition to the
cell tower at the Armory location. In that
case many lives were affected, but in this
case, only one old person is affected so
why should we care? Shame on everyone
in town who doesn’t come to the defense
of a neighbor or resident who has been
horribly treated. You should realize this
sort of mistreatment could happen to any
one of us at any time. I hope you’re pre-
pared to fight city hall.

I have personally used the new pedes-
trian activated Hawk crossing light three
times. In all three instances multiple cars
blew right through the solid red light. In
one case, I was even being crossed with
the crossing guard and the car just bar-
reled past us. All the signs and lights in
the world are not going to stop cars in the
middle of a busy fast-paced road like
Central.

Humble yourself, Mr. Mayor, and your
partner, Councilman Ciarocca. It’s never
the wrong time to do the right thing.
Council members: get a backbone for
goodness sake! Begin the necessary pro-
cess of moving the lights and crosswalk
to the correct location at the intersection
of Clover and Central so this unfortunate
citizen can go back to sleeping at night.
Thank you.

Maria Carluccio
Westfield

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
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‘Ancient Sicily’ to Be Topic
At Historical Soc. Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Bruce Long will

discuss “Ancient Sicily” during a
slide/lecture program at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon
on Wednesday, March 2, at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located
at 515 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

When Mr. Long married into a
Sici l ian-American family in
Westfield, they made it known to
him, in no uncertain terms, that
they were very proud to be “pure”
Sicilian. Since his only knowl-
edge of Sicily was that the island
had been invaded by several na-
tions over its long history, Mr.
Long decided to do some research
to see just what it meant to be
“pure” Sicilian.

He discovered that the island of
Sicily has had a long, proud and
very colorful history. His program
will cover the influences of the
Greeks, Romans and Muslims in
the early history of Sicily.

Mr. Long is a retired engineer

who spent the last 23 years of his
career with Prudential as vice-
president of engineering in its real
estate investment department. In
this role, he and his nationwide
staff of engineers were in charge
of all engineering aspects of
Prudential’s multi-billion-dollar
real estate portfolio.

Since his retirement from Pru-
dential, Mr. Long, a member of
the Westfield Historical Society,
has done volunteer work with the
Prudential Retirees Association
and Habitat for Humanity in
Plainfield, as well as some work
for both the Downtown Westfield
Corporation and the Westfield
Historical Society. He currently
also volunteers for the IRS’ Vol-
unteer Income Tax Assistance Pro-
gram, preparing tax returns for
the elderly and disabled.

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a res-
ervation by calling (908) 233-2930
by noon on Monday, February 28.
The cost of the luncheon is $21,
including gratuity.

SHIELD AWARDS…Emergency responders from Fanwood and Scotch Plains
were honored February 16 at the Knights of Columbus, Father John S. Nelligan
Council’s annual Shield Awards ceremony at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. This year’s recipients included Volunteer EMT
Jeff Pate, Fanwood Rescue Squad; Firefighter Bruce Padulsky, Fanwood Volun-
teer Fire Department; Patrolman Nick Mauro, Fanwood Police Department;
Jennifer Speth, Scotch Plains Rescue Squad; Firefighter Carmen Grausso, Scotch
Plains Fire Department, and Patrolman James Richie, Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment. Pictured, Patrolman Mauro shakes hands with Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo, as Mike D’Antuono of the Knights of Columbus look on.

Rotary Pancake Breakfast
To Take Place on March 5

WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club
of Westfield will hold its annual Pan-
cake Breakfast on Saturday, March 5,
from 8 a.m. to noon in the Westfield
High School cafeteria, located at 550
Dorian Road. Tickets are $8 and may
be purchased from Rotary members
or at the door.

During the event, there will be a
50-50 raffle and live entertainment
provided throughout the morning by
local school and community music
groups. A Children’s Fair, sponsored
by the Westfield Area “Y,” also will
take place, featuring a Moonwalk,
face painting, spin art, balloons and
many other activities.

Local youth organizations, includ-
ing the Westfield High School Rotary
Interact Club and Elementary School
Early Act Clubs, Westfield Area “Y”
Leaders Club and Black Achievers
Club, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Cub
Scouts and Brownies, will volunteer
at the event.

Proceeds from the event support
the Rotary Scholarship Fund and
Rotary Community Service Grants.
Since the inception of the Pancake
Breakfast in 1967, the Rotary Club
has awarded $2 million in scholar-

ship grants to more than 1,500 stu-
dents. Mark Swingle, Rotary Club
past president, is the Pancake Break-
fast chairperson.

The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch at the
Westfield Area “Y,” located at 220
Clark Street in Westfield. Guests are
always welcome.

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a Pancake Breakfast on Sun-
day, March 6, from 8 a.m. until
noon at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will include pancakes, eggs, ham
and sausage. Beverages will in-
clude juice, coffee, tea and milk.
The cost for the breakfast is $6;
children under 6 may attend for
free. Tickets may be purchased at
the door or in advance from a Li-
ons Club member.

The event is one of many
fundraisers held by this Lions Club,
proceeds of which are distributed
to local charities and community
activities, with a particular em-
phasis on many organizations
throughout the area that serve the
blind and visually impaired. For
more information on the pancake
breakfast or to reserve a place, call
Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron
Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

CBI to Hold Auction
For Goods-Services

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will hold its second
annual Goods and Services Auc-
tion on Saturday, March 5, at 7:30
p.m. at the synagogue. The event,
which is open to the community,
will feature both live and silent auc-
tions, as well as raffles. Dairy des-
serts will be served, plus cordials,
wine and beer.

About 150 auction items will be
available, including tickets to tele-
vision shows such as “Late Show
With David Letterman,” “Late Night
With Jimmy Fallon,” “The Daily
Show With Jon Stewart,” “Stephen
Colbert” and “Live! With Regis and
Kelly;” tickets to sporting events
like the U.S. Open, New York Mets
and New York Yankees; gift certifi-
cates to New Jersey and New York
restaurants; museum admissions
and autographed memorabilia.

Seating is limited to 200 people.
To register for the event, or for
more information, call the syna-
gogue office at (908) 889-1830.
Congregation Beth Israel is located
at 18 Shalom Way, at the corner of
Martine Avenue, in Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

The publishers of the LEADER/TIMES strive
to bring you, our readers, the best weekly
newspaper in the state. But to help us
keep doing this …

WE WANT
YOU …

AS A
SUBSCRIBER !

DON’T MISS OUT

The Westfield Leader
The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Special Low Rate Of Only

$33.00

For 52 BIG Issues Mailed To Your Home

EACH AND EVERY THURSDAY!

goleader.com/subscribe
EASY TO DO ONLINE:

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Print Journalist
Westfield-based full-time job with health benefits for an experi-
enced hard-news print journalist who will report accurately on
the business of financing public works infrastructure in the U.S.
Knowledge of the vocabulary of finance, national transportation
policy, construction, under deadline pressure in a small office will
help. So will website design/management, Quark layout skills.
Mail a one-page resume and one self-reported, analytical news
story to Public Works Financing, 147 Elmer St., Westfield, NJ
07090. No phone calls or personal visits please.

F-SP College Club to Learn
About Homefirst Initiatives
SCOTCH PLAINS – Susan

Laffler, Director of Development
and Public Relations for Homefirst
Interfaith Housing and Family Ser-
vices, will speak to the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
about Homefirst programs and ini-
tiatives on Monday, February 28.

The meeting will take place at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, in the Indepen-
dent Living Area, located at 295
South Avenue in Fanwood. Parking
is available at the rear of the facility.

A 13-year resident of Scotch

Plains, Ms. Laffler is a graduate of
Salisbury University and did gradu-
ate work at Columbia University.
She has been employed with
Homefirst for the last six years.

The mission of Homefirst is to
eradicate homelessness caused by
poverty and racism, working with
and striving to unite all levels of
society to bring about the institu-
tional changes needed to eliminate
the societal factors that contribute
to homelessness.

Former College Club scholarship
winner Michelle Conway (Top Fe-
male Student of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Class of
2009), interned with Homefirst, re-
searching inequality in education
in the local area and working with
the organic community garden,
which is one of the Homefirst
program’s new initiatives.

Refreshments will be served
starting at 7:30 p.m. The program
will begin at 8 p.m. and the busi-
ness meeting will follow. Guests
from the community are welcome,
along with College Club members
and their guests. For more infor-
mation, visit  collegeclubfsp-
org.doodlekit.com/home or e-mail
collegeclubfsp@yahoo.com.

Dinner-Dance March 5
To Honor Mardi Gras
AREA – The Episcopal Church of

the Holy Cross will host a Mardi Gras
Dinner-Dance on Saturday, March 5,
from 6 to 9 p.m. It will take place at
the church, located at 40 Mercer Av-
enue in North Plainfield.

A live Dixieland band will provide
music for dancing. Participants will
have an opportunity to dine on Cajun
and southern favorites. Tickets are
$30 for adults and $10 for children.
Reservations are required by Wednes-
day, March 2. To make reservations,
call (908) 753-8472.

Westfield
Thursday, February 17, Gavin Flagler,

19, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana pursuant to an investi-
gation on the 1500 block of Lamberts Mill
Road. He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and released
with a summons.

Thursday, February 17, Rebecca Rodriguez,
44, of Clark was arrested on a Perth Amboy
warrant in the amount of $120 during a motor
vehicle stop on the 900 block of West South
Avenue. She was released on her own recogni-
zance with a new court date per Perth Amboy
authorities.

Friday, February 18, Jason J. Tuite, 25, of
Staten Island, N.Y. was arrested at East
Brunswick police headquarters on an outstand-
ing Westfield warrant in the amount of $164.
He was released after posting bail.

Friday, February 18, David Franco-
Jaramillo, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested dur-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
East South Avenue. He was charged with
uttering a forged government document for
allegedly presenting a false Social Security
card. Bail on this charge was set at $5,000.
Authorities also found outstanding warrants
had been issued for Franco-Jaramillo from
Linden, for $415; Newark, for $500, and
Elizabeth, for $733. The investigation re-
vealed an Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment warrant, and he was turned over to
immigration federal agents.

Friday, February 18, Dwayne Chislum,
47, of Newark was arrested after an inves-
tigation during a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue at the Scotch Plains border.
He was charged with hindering apprehen-
sion for allegedly providing officers with a
false name, date of birth and Social Secu-
rity number. Bail was set at $2,500. Chislum
also was held on a no-bail fugitive inter-
state warrant from Pennsylvania for pos-
session of a firearm. Additionally, authori-
ties discovered warrants for Chislum from
East Orange, for $1,604; Union, for $25;
Irvington, for $600; Passaic, for $750; New-
ark, for $5,000 and for $850; Springfield,
for $750; New Providence, for $450, and
Plainfield, for $360. He was committed to
the Union County jail.

Saturday, February 19, Michael A. Zuarino,
31, of Garwood was arrested on an outstand-
ing New Brunswick warrant in the amount of
$200 following a motor vehicle stop at East
Grove Street and Grandview Avenue. Fur-
ther investigation led to a charge of posses-
sion of a prescription controlled dangerous
substance (CDS)/Percocet. Zuarino was held
at Westfield police headquarters pending the
setting of bail.

Saturday, February 19, approximately
$26,000 worth of jewelry was reported stolen
from a residence on Woodbrook Circle.

Sunday, February 20, multiple incidents
were reported involving motor vehicles that
were damaged through acts of criminal mis-
chief. In each case, a window on the driver’s
side was shattered with an unknown object
while the vehicle was parked outside the
owner’s home.

Two of the incidents occurred on the 400
block of North Chestnut Street, a third took
place on the 600 block of Raymond Street and
a fourth occurred on the 500 block of Parkview
Avenue. In each case, the amount of damage
was unknown at the time of the report, accord-
ing to police.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 14, the manager of a

country club reported that, sometime over the
past two weeks, someone removed five televi-
sions from the property. The total value of the
televisions was set at approximately $10,000.

Monday, February 14, a resident of Willow
Avenue reported that someone used her Social
Security number to open a credit card at a local
bank.

Tuesday, February 15, a resident of Front
Street reported that, sometime overnight, some-
one damaged his motor vehicle by scratching
the door and trunk area while the vehicle was
parked in the street.

Wednesday, February 16, resident of Moun-
tain Avenue reported that someone filed an
income tax return using his information.

Wednesday, February 16, a resident of Front
Street reported that someone withdrew ap-
proximately $1,000 from her bank account
without her authorization.

Wednesday, February 16, a resident of
Rhoda Place reported being the victim of a hit-
and-run motor vehicle accident. According to
police, the victim parked his vehicle legally on
Park Street, and when he returned, he noticed
that someone had struck it and left the scene.

Friday, February 18, Robert Miller, 48, of
Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Park Avenue on an outstanding
$300 warrant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Saturday, February 19, Jamaal Thorpe, 31,
of Piscataway was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Mountain Avenue on an out-
standing $413 warrant issued by the South
Plainfield Court. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Saturday, February 19, Paul Francois, 31,
of Elizabeth was arrested and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI), after an of-
ficer responded to a report of a driver sleeping
in his vehicle at a red light at the intersection of
Terrill Road and Front Street. According to
police, upon speaking with the driver, the
officer smelled a strong odor of alcohol. Mul-
tiple field sobriety tests were administered, all
of which Francois failed, authorities said. He
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, February 20, a resident of Swans
Mill Lane reported that someone attempted to
open a credit card using his personal informa-
tion without his authorization.

Sunday, February 20, Peter Tevis, 45, of
Scotch Plains was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on East Second Street on a no-bail
warrant issued by the Bergen County Court.
He was transported to police headquarters,
processed and released to the Bergen County
jail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, February 15, Apollonia Fasset-

Barnes, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Linden following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, February 15, Craig Currie, 45, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on a Scotch Plains
warrant following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, February 16, an officer re-
sponded to a residence on the 150 block of
South Avenue on a report of an alleged assault.
According to police, the victim claimed a
home health care aide for her son assaulted her
and left the residence prior to the officer arriv-
ing. The aide came into police headquarters on
her own recognizance to give police her ver-
sion of events, authorities said. No charges
were filed and both parties were instructed on
how to file a complaint with the court if they
choose to do so.

Friday, February 18, Vincent Novello, 42,
of Fanwood was arrested at the south-side
train station on an active warrant out of
Fanwood. He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Friday, February 18, Robert Miller, 48,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police re-
sponded to a report of a disorderly person.
Authorities said police found Miller, who
appeared to be intoxicated, in the street on
North Avenue. He was transported to po-

lice headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 19, Marie Mercado, 35,
of Plainfield was arrested on outstanding war-
rants out of Plainfield, Middlesex and North
Plainfield after a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue at Terrill Road. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, February 20, Jason Virgil, 43, of
Somerset was arrested on an outstanding East
Orange warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, February 15, an officer responded

to a nursing home on Route 22 on the report of
a theft. According to police, the victim stated
that she took off her engagement ring, de-
scribed as a two-carat, white gold ring valued
at approximately $6,000, and placed it on her
bedside table before going to sleep. When she
woke up, the ring was missing, police said.
Police reviewed surveillance video and found
that no workers entered the victim’s room
overnight, authorities reported. The incident
will be turned over to the detective bureau for
follow-up.

Wednesday, February 16, Oswaldo S.
Segovia, 28, of Easton, Pa. was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop for allegedly driving
without a license.

Wednesday, February 16, police responded
to a diner on Route 22 on the report of suspi-
cious vehicles parked in the lot. According to
police, when the officer spoke with the indi-
vidual in one of the vehicles, he could detect
the strong odor of burnt marijuana. Police
searched the individual and received written
consent from him to search his vehicle, which
revealed nothing further.

Thursday, February 17, William Cisson,
66, of Elizabeth was transported to police
headquarters by the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding Mountainside warrant
in the amount of $576.

Thursday, February 17, an employee of a
Summit Road business reported that, some-
time overnight, someone threw a large rock
through the front window of the business,
causing approximately $500 in damage.

Thursday, February 17, Daniel A.
Zhazanovich, 18, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of sus-
pected marijuana after the motor vehicle in
which he was a passenger was stopped for a
violation on Route 22. According to police,
the officer smelled the strong odor of raw
marijuana and was given written permission
by the driver to search the vehicle. No addi-
tional contraband was found during the ini-
tial search and a K-9 unit was brought to the
scene, police said. The K-9 unit responded
positively to the front passenger seat where
Zhazanovich was sitting, and a subsequent
search of the suspect revealed two small zip-
lock bags and a large bag containing a large
amount of the suspected marijuana.
Zhazanovich was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released with a court
date.

Friday, February 18, Elijah B. Ivey, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for allegedly driving with a
suspended license.

Saturday, February 19, an officer responded
to a residence on Dunn Parkway after the
burglar alarm was set off at 3:24 a.m. Accord-
ing to police, the rear basement door was ajar,
and a check of the surrounding area revealed
that someone had defecated in the garage and
subsequently left behind a blue pair of men’s
boxers. The house was cleared and a search of
the area produced no results.

Saturday, February 19, an individual came
into police headquarters to report that he had
entered into a verbal agreement with his
landlord to do work around the house in lieu
of rent. According to police, the individual
stated that he had completed all the work
requested by the landlord, who told him that
he owes him $4,300 for back rent and also
owes him $300 per month for items stored in
the landlord’s attic.

Sunday, February 20, an officer responded
to Wyoming Drive on a report of criminal
mischief. According to police, the driver’s
side window on a motor vehicle that was
parked in the street was smashed, and the rear
window of a vehicle parked in a driveway also
was smashed. Nothing appeared to be missing
from the vehicles at the time.

Sunday, February 20, a resident came into
police headquarters to report that she had re-
ceived multiple suspicious calls regarding her
bank account. According to police, when the
victim contacted her bank, she was told the call
did not originate from the bank. She also stated
that she received a call regarding a debt reduc-
tion loan she did not apply for and a call from
an individual stating he had found her iPod at
Newark Airport, police said. She stated that
she had never owned an iPod and had not been
to the airport recently.

Monday, February 21, a resident of Wood
Valley Road reported that someone removed
his briefcase from his motor vehicle.

Monday, February 21, a resident of Poplar
Avenue reported that she had received mul-
tiple harassing phone calls from someone
claiming to be from a chimney and flu-clean-
ing company. According to police, the victim
stated that she told the caller she was not
interested in the service being offered, at which
time the suspect became irate, and later called
back saying she had called the police on the
victim.

Garwood
Thursday, February 17, Kemyra A.

Jemerson, 28, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after an incident at Borough Hall. Ac-
cording to police, Jemerson was parked in a
handicapped space in front of Borough Hall
and repeatedly sounded her horn, drawing an
officer’s attention. She then got out of her
vehicle and showed visible signs of intoxica-
tion, at which time the officer administered a
breath test. Jemerson was processed and re-
leased pending a court date.

Friday, February 18, Johanna Morris, 34, of
Linden was arrested for third degree credit
card fraud and fourth degree theft by deception
after an investigation. According to police,
while working at a local health club, Morris
obtained credit card information from clients
and made approximately $1,500 worth of un-
authorized charges. She was processed and
released pending an appearance in Superior
Court.

Friday, February 18, Kevin Weiss, 51, of
Cranford was arrested and charged with DWI
after a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue at
Lincoln Avenue. According to police, he was
administered a breath test, which he failed, and
was transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released pending a court appear-
ance.

Monday, February 21, Pamela Shaw-
Richardson, 46, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after her insurance
company contacted police regarding an ac-
cident that occurred on North Avenue at Oak
Street. According to police, an officer re-
sponded to the scene and found Shaw-
Richardson had driven her vehicle into a
snow bank, causing extensive damage to the
body of the vehicle, as well as a flat tire.
According to police, she was administered a
breath test, which she failed, and was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed and
released pending a court date.

Monday, February 21, Antonia Perez-
Santamaria, 34, of Roselle was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended license
and allegedly providing police with false docu-
ments after a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to police headquarters, processed
and released with a court date.

www.goleader.com

Anaphylaxis Program
To Be Held March 1

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA invites commu-
nity members to attend a free program
on Tuesday, March 1, at 6:30 p.m.
about recognizing the signs of ana-
phylaxis, a sudden, severe, allergic,
life-threatening reaction.

This event will be held at the
YMCA, located at 1340 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. To regis-
ter, e-mail Shannon Frank at
sfrank@fanwoodscotchplainsymca.org
and provide name, e-mail address,
telephone number and affiliation, if
any.
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Rep. Rush Holt to Speak
At Black Achievers Event

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” will host its 13th Annual
Black Achievers Fundraising and
Recognition Banquet on Friday,
March 11, from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m. at
The Westwood in Garwood. Key-
note speaker for the evening will be
Rep. Rush Holt (D-12th).

Rep. Holt has represented Central
New Jersey in Congress since 1999.
Born in West Virginia, he inherited
his interest in politics from his par-
ents. His father was the youngest
person ever elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate, at age 29. His mother served as
Secretary of State of West Virginia –
the first woman to hold that position.

The congressman sits on the House
Committee on Education and Labor,
the House Committee on Natural
Resources and the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelli-
gence.

The Black Achievers Program be-
gan at the Harlem YMCA in 1968 as
a conduit to helping youth develop
life coping skills and education
goals. Inaugurated at the Westfield
Area “Y” 13 years ago, it matches
youth with achieving African-
American and other minority pro-
fessionals as role models in an effort
to raise the academic standards of
young people, expose students to
diverse career options and inspire
them to reach their goals. Black

Achievers youth also participate in
community service activities.

The cost for this event is $75 per
person. Journal ads also can be pur-
chased in all sizes and need to be
submitted with camera-ready art
work or business card no later than
Wednesday, March 2. For advertis-
ing details and space availability and
to reserve a seat, call Susan Morton
at (908) 654-8460 or e-mail
smorton@westfieldynj.org.

The Black Achievers program is
funded in large part by this annual
banquet. Funds raised by the ban-
quet go directly to the program, en-
abling youth to participate for little
or no cost. Ms. Morton also is avail-
able for questions regarding this
event or to find out how to partici-
pate. To learn more about Westfield
Area “Y” programs, visit
westfieldynj.org. Financial assis-
tance is available for those who
qualify.

Rescue Squad Plans
Breakfast Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad and Auxiliary
will host their second annual Pancake
Breakfast this Sunday, February 27,
from 8 a.m. to noon. The cost for this
“all-you-can-eat” breakfast will be $5.
It will take place at the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad headquarters, located
at 1916 Bartle Avenue.

All proceeds will be put towards
promoting the rescue squad in hopes
of recruiting more volunteers. For
further information, visit
scotchplainsrescuesquad.com, call
(908) 812-3349 or e-mail
scotchplainsauxiliary@gmail.com.

Jazz Quartet and Author
To Appear at Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will welcome the
month of March with two programs.
The Gordon James Quartet will ap-
pear on Tuesday, March 1, at 7
p.m., and author Martin Lemelman
will speak about his book, “Two
Cents Plain,” on Wednesday, March
2, at 7 p.m.

Composer, flugelhornist and trum-
peter Gordon James is a seasoned
performer and bandleader who pre-
viously played at the library and at
the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival of Westfield. His style
blends jazz, Latin, rhythm and blues,
pop and hip hop music.

A graduate of The Interlochen Arts
Academy and The Hartt College of
Music, Mr. James has studied and
performed with such artists as trum-
peter Ted Curson, a Charles Mingus
alumni; saxophonist Eric Kloss;
Johnny “Guitar” Watson; Chuck Loeb;
Bob Baldwin; James Lloyd; Gil Parris;
Josh Dion; cellist David Darling and
saxophonist Paul Winter.

The child of Holocaust survivors,
author Martin Lemelman was raised
in the back of a Brooklyn candy
store. His latest book, “Two Cents
Plain: My Brooklyn Boyhood,” is
based on that experience. Although
he always was aware that his parents
were Holocaust survivors, it was not
until he was an adult that he learned
the full extent of their experience.

His graphic memoir, “Mendel’s
Daughter,” is not only the story of his
mother’s miraculous survival during
World War II, it also is the story of
Jewish family life in Poland in the
1930s. Long a freelance illustrator,
Mr. Lemelman recently retired as a
Full Professor from the Communica-
tion Design Department at Kutztown
University in Pennsylvania.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
For more information about other
library programs and services, visit
the library’s website, wmlnj.org,
and click on the Online Calendar,
or call (908) 789-4090 and press 0.

Local Stamp Club to Honor
Anniversaries During Show
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Stamp Club will hold its 48th annual
stamp show on Saturday, March 5,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building, located at 425 East
Broad Street. Admission will be free.

The show will feature stamp
dealers from around the state, of-
fering a wide range of philatelic
items for sale in every price range.
It also will host the annual exhibit
competition among club members
who will exhibit stamps and postal
history items from around the
world. The exhibits will include
the work of those who are new to
the field, as well as those who have
shown their work at the interna-

tional competitive level.
This year, the show will celebrate

the 100th anniversary of the Statue
of Liberty, as well as the 50th anni-
versary of the Westfield Stamp Club.
There will be two specially designed
envelopes with a Statue of Liberty
theme and another for the Westfield
Stamp Club anniversary.

United States Post Office repre-
sentatives will be on hand to pro-
vide a special show cancellations
that will only be available at the
Westfield show. The club addition-
ally will have a special exhibit to
honor the Statue of Liberty. For
additional information, visit
westfieldstampclub.org or call
(908) 232-0539.

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

Valley Furniture Shop
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, New Jersey 07069

(908) 756-7623 * www.valleyfurnitureshop.com
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30, Thursday until 7, Sunday 1-5

Stickley * Henkel Harris * Shifman * Kindel * E.J.Victor
Southwood * Harden * French Heritage * Hancock & Moore

PRESIDENT’S WEEK CELEBRATION
WINTER SALE SAVINGS

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 5%
ON STOREWIDE PURCHASES

NNOOWW TTHHRROOUUGGHH FFEEBBRRUUAARRYY 2266

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Mothers’ Center Posts
Consignment Sale Date

AREA – The Mothers’ Center of
Central New Jersey (MCCNJ) Kids
Stuff Consignment Sale will be held
on Saturday, March 26, at the Casano
Community Center, located at 314
Chestnut Street in Roselle Park.

The Mothers’ Center seeks con-
signors’ gently used children’s spring
and summer clothing in sizes from
newborn to children’s 12. Other items
accepted for the sale include
children’s toys, videos and books,
sports equipment and bicycles, and
strollers and other baby equipment.

Anyone interested in consigning is
asked to visit westfieldnj.com/mccnj
or leave a detailed message at the
Mothers’ Center by calling (908) 561-
1751. Participants keep 50 percent of
the total sold and the other 50 percent
is a tax-deductible donation to the
Mothers’ Center. If individuals do
not have the time to prepare items for
consignment, the Mothers’ Center
also will accept donations of gently
used children’s clothes, toys and other
items for the sale.

The proceeds will benefit the
MCCNJ, a non-profit, non-sectarian
organization providing friendship, edu-
cation, outreach and support for all
parents across Central New Jersey. For
more information, call (908) 561-1751
or visit westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

JCC Program to Address
Disease Self-Management

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey in Scotch Plains will host
its second annual Chronic Disease
Self-Management Program (CDSMP)
at the YM-YWHA of Union County,
located at 501 Green Lane in Union.

For many people, coping with a
chronic health condition can be ex-
tremely trying. Symptoms can in-
clude fatigue, pain, sleeping prob-
lems and anxiety, among others.

This program will begin on March
23 and run Wednesdays through May
11 from 1 to 3:30 p.m. There will be
no classes on April 20 and 27.

Developed by Dr. Kate Lorig at
Stanford University, the CDSMP pro-
vides participants with techniques to
deal with problems associated with
chronic diseases such as high blood
pressure, arthritis, diabetes and other
conditions. Participants will learn
about helpful exercises and good
nutrition and will discuss appropri-
ate use of medication, how to com-
municate effectively with healthcare
professionals and how to evaluate
new treatments.

Trained leaders Lois Dyer and Hedy
Knapp, both of whom ran last year’s
program, will facilitate this year’s
CDSMP. This program, funded by a
grant from the Union County Divi-
sion on Aging, is free. Registration is
required by Friday, March 18. Space
is limited. To register, contact Bar-
bara Weisbart, Adult Enrichment di-
rector, at (908) 889-8800, extension
no. 207, or bweisbart@jccnj.org, or
Simone Klein at extension no. 214 or
sklein@jccnj.org.

The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in

Scotch Plains. It is a constituent
agency of the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey, United Way and
the United Fund of Westfield. Finan-
cial assistance is available for mem-
bership and various programs.

LUNCH TIME! …Members of third-grade Brownie Troop No. 741 from Jefferson
Elementary School in Westfield assemble lunches for their school’s Tuesday
Lunch Program.

MASSAGE FOR MEN & WOMEN

GRAND OPENING WELLNESS CENTER

SPECIAL for WOMEN
90 Minutes Only $60

198 NORTH AVE EAST

CRANFORD, NJ 07016  908-229-8018

(FRONT BASEMENT)

1HOUR BODY WORK ONLY $45

CSH Seminar to Address
‘2011 Trends in Autism’

AREA – Children’s Specialized
Hospital will host a special seminar
entitled “2011 Trends in Autism: Hear
from the Experts” on Friday, March 18,
from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Pines
Manor in Edison. It will be geared for
parents and professionals caring for
and treating children with autism.

The conference will feature cut-
ting-edge findings on diagnosis and
treatment, as well as practical ap-
proaches for daily living activities,
mealtime strategies, facilitation of
friendships, safety and emergency
preparedness. Speakers will include
experts Daniel Coury, MD; David S.
Mandell, ScD, and Audrey Thurm,
Ph.D.; professionals at Children’s
Specialized Hospital and parents
who will share experiences and field
questions about successes, chal-

lenges and services that affect their
lives with children who have autism.

The symposium is a full-day con-
ference for medical and educational
professionals, program administrators,
therapists, parents and care providers.
The cost is $50 for professionals and
$25 for parents and caregivers.

Pre-registration is requested by
Tuesday, March 1, and may be done
by calling (908) 301-5433 or e-mail-
ing Joan Roop at jroop@childrens-
specialized.org. The Pines Manor is
located at 2085 State Highway 27 in
Edison. For more information, visit
childrens-specialized.org/autism.

Children’s Specialized Hospital
treats 18,000 children with special
needs each year, including 4,000
children diagnosed with an autism
spectrum disorder.

Needle Nite Program
On Tap For March 4
FANWOOD – The monthly Needle

Nite program will take place on Fri-
day, March 4, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

Nancy Bassman and Pat Lake, co-
chairwomen of Needle Nite, have an-
nounced that nearly 40 quilts are ready
for display at the Harvest Quilters
show on Saturday, March 26. The
show will be held at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.

The knit and crochet circle of women
will continue working on the various
projects they make for newborns, area
nursing homes and those needing the
extra care of a prayer shawl.

Donated materials end up in many
forms utilized by the charities that
receive them. Needle Nite partici-
pants then take their newly learned
skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, contact the
church office at (908) 889-8891 or
fanwoodpress@erols.com.
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– Obituaries –
Dr. Earl Chamberlin, Merck Retiree;

Research Chemist Held 22 Patents
Dr. Earl M. Chamberlin of

Westfield, N.J.,  formerly of
Coatesville, Pa., passed away on
Thursday, February 17, 2011.

Born in Cochranville, Pa. in 1914,
he lived in Coatesville, Pa., Boston,
Mass. and Rahway, N.J. before mov-
ing with his wife, Mary
Helen, in 1949 to a home
in Scotch Plains, N.J. In
2002, he and his wife
moved to Westfield.

Earl Chamberlin was
a research chemist. He
retired from Merck
Sharp and Dohme Re-
search Laboratories as a
Senior Director of Pro-
cess Research in 1980
after 38 years with
Merck & Company in
Rahway, N.J. He was the
principal investigator
for the government’s cancer che-
motherapy program at Merck in the
1950s and was a holder of 22 United
States patents.

Earl graduated from Coatesville
High School and earned a B.A. in
Chemistry from the Philadelphia
College of Pharmacy and Science.
He received an M.A. from Boston
University and graduated from
Harvard University with an M.A.
and a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry.
At Harvard University, he was a
teaching fellow from 1941-1946,
taught in the U.S. Army Special-
ized Training Program and the Navy
V12 program and was a volunteer
in the Army Air Force Auxiliary.

Earl, in his last years at Merck,
also was in charge of Devlab, a Lon-
don-based Merck Lab. He was given
a retirement dinner in London and
Rahway honoring his 38 years of
service. After retirement, he taught

chemistry to students of nursing at
Union County College. He was an
emeritus member of the American
Chemical Society, and a fellow of
the American Institute of Chemists
and the British Chemical Society.

In the 1950s, Earl was a member
of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school board
and served as its presi-
dent for one year. In
retirement, Earl and
Mary Helen were
world travelers. He
volunteered at
Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center for
over 25 years. Earl at-
tended the monthly
breakfast and lunch
gatherings of fellow re-
tired chemists, and the
monthly senior men’s

lunches at the All Saints’ Church.
He was preceded in death in De-

cember 2010 by Mary Helen, his
wife of 63 years, and by his sister,
Jane French.

Surviving are his four daughters,
Karen Chamberlin (Mark Wooles)
of Hampton Falls, N.H., Ann Davis
(Steve) of Highland Park, N.J., Jen-
nifer Hamberlin (Randy) of
Franklinton, N.C. and Penelope
Hamner (J.W.) of Fort Mill, S.C.;
three sons, Earl Martin, Jr. (Caroline)
of Herndon, Va., Geoffrey (Linda)
of Apex, N.C. and Philip of
Huntersville, N.C.; nine grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, February 26, 2011, at 4 p.m.
at the Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home in Westfield. Interment
will be private in Upper Octorara Cem-
etery, Sadsbury Township, Pa.
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Lynn Cognetti, 67, Had Been Teacher;
Was Active Volunteer and Music Lover
Lynn M. Cognetti,  67, of

Scranton, Pa. died on Wednesday,
February 9, 2011, in CMC Hospice
after a long battle with cancer. She
was the wife of Frank R. Cognetti.
Born in Chicago, Ill., Lynn was the
daughter of the late Carroll W.
Merriken, Jr. and Cora
Morton Merriken. Her
beloved pets, Piccolo and
Rambeau, also preceded
her in death.

Lynn was a former resi-
dent of Bethlehem, Pa.
and Westfield, N.J. She
began her teaching career
in 1965 in Elizabeth, N.J.,
after graduating from
Moravian College with a
Bachelor of Arts degree
in Classics. She retired
from teaching in June of
2005, after having re-
turned to the field of Latin and
teaching in various districts includ-
ing North Hunterdon, N.J.,
Souderton, Pa. and Allentown, Pa.
Between the years of 1974-1994,
Lynn worked in outside sales for
D.C. Sales, the Prudential Life In-
surance Company of America and
Crum and Forster Personal Insur-
ance. During this period, Lynn con-
tinued to devote her time and talent
to many causes, including volun-
teer work with the St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church Abendmusik Series,
the New Jersey Youth Symphony
and Moravian College. In 1993,
Lynn was awarded the covetous
Comenius Award by Moravian Col-
lege for outstanding achievement
in her field of endeavor.

Lynn will be best remembered

for her love of reading, classical
music, cooking, entertaining and
vacationing with her family and
friends in Maine. She loved playing
four-hand piano duets with her hus-
band and singing her favorite hymn
tunes while accompanying herself

on the piano. Lynn’s
never ending generosity,
warm smile, infectious
laughter and kind spirit
will never be forgotten.

In addition to her hus-
band, Frank, Lynn is sur-
vived by her two chil-
dren, Cara Noel Harris
and her husband, Eric,
of Pennsburg, Pa. and
Christopher Mark
Cognetti and his wife,
Michelle, of Long Val-
ley, N.J. Four grandchil-
dren – Logan Alexander,

Evan Michael, Alexander Frank and
Isabella Carina – also survive her.

There will be a memorial service
to celebrate Lynn’s life at the Cen-
tral Moravian Church, 40 W. Church
Street, Bethlehem, Pa. on Saturday,
February 26, 2011, at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may
go to Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center Development at
MSKCC, P.O. Box 27106, New
York, N.Y. 20021.

Arrangements are entrusted to the
Solfanelli-Fiorillo Funeral Home,
Inc., 1030 N. Main Avenue,
Scranton, Pa. 18508. For informa-
tion, directions or to leave an online
condolence, please visit
www.solfanellifiorillofuneralhome.com.
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Lynn Cognetti

Dr. Earl M. Chamberlin

Barbara Kern Davies, 95, Dedicated
To Family, Friends and Volunteering

Barbara Kern Davies, 95, died on
Tuesday, February 15, 2011, at Sun-
rise Assisted Living in Westfield.

Born in Detroit, Mich., she lived in
Thousand Oaks, Calif. before mov-
ing to Westfield seven years ago.

Mrs. Davies was the devoted daugh-
ter of Julius Kern, founder of Kern
Foods, Inc., and Adelena Kern. Her
loving husband, Robert Edward
Davies, predeceased her in 2003.

She is survived by her beloved chil-
dren, grandchildren and grandson-in-
law, including her son, Robert Davies,
and his wife, Lisa; her daughter, Carol
Campell, and her husband, Alan, and
four grandchildren, Allison Angel and
her husband, Richie, Brian Campell,
Andrew Davies and Emily Davies.

Mrs. Davies’ family, friends and
her work in the family business were
her greatest joys. Through her many

organizations, she led a life of service
that helped many in need. As a life-
long hospital volunteer, she provided
a warm smile and helpful hand, espe-
cially to patients who were alone.
She leaves a legacy of kindness, the
spirit of helping others, and a strong
work ethic.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Saturday, February 26, at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield, N.J.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Those who wish may make memo-
rial contributions to a children’s char-
ity of their choice.

For additional information or to
sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Sharon Kennedy, 63, Had Been Dietician;
Fanwood Presbyterian Church Member
Sharon Kennedy, 63, of Scotch

Plains died on Saturday, February
19, 2011, at Runnells Hospital in
Berkeley Heights.

A daughter of the late Richard C.
and Jeanette G. Calahan, Sharon was
born in South Bend, Ind. She lived in
Fanwood before moving to Scotch
Plains 23 years ago and was a resi-
dent of Runnells Hospital for the past
nine years.

Sharon graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School in 1965
and was employed as a dietician at
Muhlenberg Hospital in Plainfield
for 17 years before retiring in 1993.
She was a longtime member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Her husband, Thomas Kennedy,
predeceased her in 1973.

Surviving are her sisters, Lynn C.
Rosenberg (Robert C. Rosenberg, Jr.)
of Pennsylvania and Patrice C. Vencill
(Bobby D. Vencill) of Maryland; her
brother, Scott C. Calahan (Linda B.
Calahan) of Florida; two nieces and
three nephews.

Sharon had an outgoing personal-
ity and considered everyone she met
a friend. She will be missed by her
family, her church and her friends.

Services were held yesterday,
Wednesday, February 23, in the din-
ing hall at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to: Fanwood

Presbyterian Church, 74 Martine
Avenue, South, Fanwood, N.J. 07023
or Runnells Foundation, 40 Watchung
Way, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Robert L. Rowland, Sr., 78, Had Long
Career With U.C. Prosecutor’s Office

Robert L. Rowland, Sr., 78, of
Westfield, formerly of Rahway,
passed away on Thursday, February
10, 2011.

Mr. Rowland was a decorated Air
Force veteran, serving from 1952 to
1956 with the Air Police, including
an assignment as a Presidential Honor
Guard for the White House.

During his 32-year career with the
Union County Prosecutor’s Office, Mr.
Rowland was commander of the Ma-
jor Crimes Unit and was involved in
the Organized Crime Task Force,
where he sat as president of the Tri-
State Council. He retired in 1991 as
captain of the Welfare Fraud Division.

Mr. Rowland was an active mem-
ber of New Jersey Senior Softball for
over 30 years.

His siblings, Frederick J. Rowland,

Jr. and Adele Daly, predeceased him.
Surviving are his loving wife of 45

years, Yolanda; his son, Robert, Jr. of
Westfield; his daughter, Barbara
Yunos of Piscataway, and son-in-law,
Paul, and his grandchildren, Amy,
Paul, Jr. and Michael.

A gathering will be held tomorrow,
Friday, February 25, from 6 to 9 p.m.
at the Dooley Colonial Funeral Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield. A
Funeral Mass will be offered on Sat-
urday, February 26, at 9:30 a.m. at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment will follow at St. Mary
Cemetery in Rahway.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Leukemia and Lym-
phoma Society.
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Dorothy Ochiltree, 84, Former Teacher,
Manager of Housekeeping at Resort

Dorothy Jaffee Ochiltree, 84, of
Hixson, Tenn. went home to be with
the Lord on Friday, February 18, 2011.
Her passion for life and
love of family were ex-
ceeded only by the rich-
ness of her Christian
faith.

Dorothy was born and
grew up in Westfield, N.J.
and then lived in Florida
for 48 years. During her
time in Florida, she was a
nursery school teacher in
North Miami Beach and
the manager of house-
keeping at Cypress Cove
Resort in Kissimmee.
She had been living in Hixson for the
past eight years.

Dorothy was preceded in death by
her husband, Edmund Ochiltree; her
parents, Catherine and Leo Jaffee;
her brother, James Jaffee; sister,
Marjorie Oravetz, and many other
loved ones.

Surviving are her two children, Jock
Ochiltree and his wife, Leah, and Daune

Hanzelik; three grandchildren, Sean
Hanzelik and his wife, Tracy, Scott
Ochiltree and his wife, Theresa, and

Ryan Hanzelik and his wife,
Heather; eight great-grand-
children, Andrew, Sara,
Jacob, Tyler, Mia,
Maddison, Annie and
Scarlett; four siblings, Ted
Jaffee, June Mastrian,
Marilyn Jones and her hus-
band, Richard, and Barbara
Horner and her husband,
Arthur, and many nieces
and nephews.

The family will receive
friends for visitation from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on Sun-

day, February 27, at the North Chapel.
A celebration of her life will follow at
4:30 p.m., with her grandson, Sean,
leading.

Arrangements are by the North
Chapel of Chattanooga Funeral
Home, Crematory and Florist. Please
share your thoughts and memories at
www.chattanooganorthchapel.com.
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Martin Jennings, Sr., 87, Was Attorney;
Army Veteran Listed on Wall of Liberty
Martin J. Jennings, Sr., 87, of

Fanwood died on Monday, February
21, 2011, at Overlook Hospital in
Summit.

Born in Jersey City, he lived in
Fanwood for 55 years.

Mr. Jennings was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the U.S. Army,
and is listed on the Wall of Liberty
through the Battle of Normandy Foun-
dation. He was employed as a lawyer
with Aetna Casualty and Surety Com-
pany in Parsippany. A 1950 graduate
of Rutgers Law School, he was admit-
ted to the Bar in 1951, and in 1963 was
admitted to the U.S. Supreme Court.

He was a longtime member of St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Mr. Jennings also was a member of
Knights of Columbus Council No.
1711 and the American Legion of
Westfield.

Surviving are his wife of 61 years,
Claire; his children, Kathleen Borden,
Sharon A. Vivenzio, Martin J.
Jennings, Jr., Michael P. Jennings,
Theresa M. Jennings and John J.
Jennings, as well as 17 grandchil-
dren.

The funeral will be at 8:45 a.m.
today, Thursday, February 24, from
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral
Mass will follow at 9:30 a.m. at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Church,
2032 Westfield Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Entombment will be at St.
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Paralyzed Veterans of
America, 7 Mill Brook Road, Wilton,
N.H. 03086. For additional informa-
tion or to sign the guestbook, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Jean H. Richardson, 83, Was Volunteer;
President of Westfield AARP Chapter

Jean H. Richardson (née Hubert),
83, of Westfield entered into eternal
rest on Saturday, February 19, 2011.

Mrs. Richardson was born in Staten
Island, N.Y., raised in Woodbridge
and lived in Springfield before mov-
ing to Westfield 56 years ago.

She met her husband of 52 years
while working as an assistant in the
Tax Office of Merck & Co. of Rahway.
While raising her family, she spent
summers at the shore in Bricktown
and was very active with local com-
munity organizations.

She served as president of the
AARP of Westfield, was a member of
the Deutscher Club of Clark, volun-
teered regularly at Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit and was an avid bowler
and bridge player.

Mrs. Richardson was predeceased
by her parents, Joseph and Helen
Hubert, as well as her brother, Vreeland,
all previously from Woodbridge.

She was the beloved wife of the
late Alfred J. Richardson (2004) and

the devoted mother of Randall A.
Richardson and his wife, Rae, of Toms
River, Scott H. Richardson and his
wife, Dawn, of Somerset and Terry J.
Jacklin and her husband, James, of
Bucks County, Pa. She was the cher-
ished grandmother of Derek, Ashley,
Courtney, Ryan, Tyler, Spencer and
Colby, and great-grandmother of
Nathaniel. She also is survived by
many loving nieces and nephews.

The funeral service was held yes-
terday, Wednesday, February 23, at
the Walter J. Johnson Funeral Home,
803 Raritan Road in Clark. Interment
followed at the First Presbyterian
Church Cemetery in Woodbridge.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation in her name to the American
Cancer Society, 507 Westminster
Avenue, P.O. Box 815, Elizabeth, N.J.
07207-0815.

To offer condolences or for more
information, please go to
www.walterjohnsonfh.com.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    
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Brian Vincent, 46, Goldman Sachs CPA;
Adored Husband, Father and Friend

Brian C. Vincent, 46, passed away
on Wednesday, February 16, 2011, at
his home in Scotch Plains.

Born in Mineola, N.Y., he lived in
Scotch Plains since 1996.

Brian graduated from Walt
Whitman High School in Huntington
Station, N.Y. in 1982 and from
Quinnipiac University in 1986. He
was an outstanding athlete at
Quinnipiac, having been a member
and captain of the soccer team, and
was All New England in 1984 and
1985. In 1992, he was inducted into
the Quinnipiac Hall of Fame.

Brian was a CPA and was em-
ployed as managing director at
Goldman Sachs and Co. since 2000.
He previously was employed with
National Westminster Bank, The Al-
liance Capital Management Corpo-
ration, CitiBank and KPMG.

Surviving are his wife of 16 years,
Phyllis; two children, Ryan and
Ashley, and his sister, Barbara Nine.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Robert and Jean, and his brother, Bob.

Brian was a devoted father who
treasured spending time with his fam-
ily and was dedicated to his career at
Goldman Sachs, where he had many
good friends.

A Funeral Mass was held on Satur-
day, February 19, at the Immaculate
Heart of Mary Roman Catholic
Church of Scotch Plains. Cremation
was private.

Arrangements were by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to New York Langone Medi-
cal Center, Attention: Chris Sickels,
Brain Tumor Research, 1 Park Av-
enue, New York, N.Y. 10016, in
memory of Brian Vincent. For addi-
tional information or to sign the
guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-11000485

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-24812-09

Plaintiff: RWPO III, LLC
VS.
Defendant: HAYAN S. SHAALAN; SHERIEN

ADIE SHAALAN AND DANIEL SHAALAN, HER
HUSBAND; RAMER ADIE SHAALAN; SHARIF
ADIE SHAALAN; HOSAM ADIE SHAALAN; LT
ASSET RECOVERY LLC; ERIN CAPITAL MAN-
AGEMENT LLC; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC

Sale Date: 03/16/2011
Writ of Execution: 12/09/2010
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Thirty Seven Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty
Two and 51/100*** $437,982.51.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union, and the
State of New Jersey.

Tax Lot 18, Block 92
Commonly known as 97 Beech Avenue,

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
Dimensions of the Lot are (Approximately)

135.10 feet wide by 49.24 feet long.
Nearest Cross Street: Situated on the Center

line of LaGrande Avenue, 62.32 feet from the
Center line side of Beech Avenue.

The sale is subject to unpaid taxes and as-
sessments, tax, water and sewer liens and other
municipal assessments. The amount due can be
obtained from the local taxing authority. Pursu-
ant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any condo-
minium/homeowner association liens which may
exist.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Seventy Nine
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Seven and 82/
100*** $479,347.82 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
SHAPIRO & PEREZ, LLP - ATTORNEYS
14000 COMMERCE PARKWAY
SUITE B
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 793-3080
4 T - 2/17, 2/24, 3/3
& 3/10/11 Fee: $189.72

Kids Carnival to Be Held
At Temple Emanu-El

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El’s
Early Childhood Education Program
will host a Kids Carnival on Sunday,
March 6, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
temple that will include games, prizes,
food, face painting, crafts and other
fun activities for young children and
their families. The temple is located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Admission wristbands for chil-
dren are being sold in advance at
Temple Emanu-El for $13, and will
be available at the event for $15.
Admission will be free for adults
who are accompanying children
and $10 for walking children un-
der age 2. Open to the public, it is
described as ideal for children ages
2 to 12 and their families.

The admission fee includes un-
limited access to all games, enter-
tainment and activities. To pur-
chase a wristband in advance, call
Temple Emanu-El’s Early Child-
hood Education office at (908) 232-
7663 or come to the office week-
days between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

The Kids Carnival also will in-
clude a tumbling activity area from
My Gym and a tricky tray and silent
auction for adults. Businesses from
Westfield and surrounding towns
have donated products and services
for the silent auction.

The Kids Carnival is organized
and run entirely by volunteers and is
the preschool’s largest annual
fundraiser. Proceeds from the event
will benefit Temple Emanu-El’s
Early Childhood Education Program
by supporting scholarships and pro-
gram enhancements. A portion of
the proceeds from the event also will
be donated to the Homefirst Family
Success Center, which is dedicated
to improving the everyday life of
individuals and families in Plainfield
through a variety of housing and
related social service programs.

Series to Commence
Dealing With Grief

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative
Care will offer a four-week lecture
series entitled “Journey through
Grief.” It will be held Tuesday eve-
nings, March 1 through March 22,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Center For
Hope’s Peter M. Shields Adminis-
tration Building, located at 1900
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

“Journey through Grief” addresses
issues common to death and bereave-
ment. Topics include the Tasks of
Mourning; Anger and Guilt, and Cop-
ing and Taking Care of Yourself. In
addition, each week a speaker will share
a personal story of loss and of learning
to cope and continuing on in life.

This program is non-denominational.
Pre-registration is not required and there
is no cost for participants. The series is
open to the public. Participants are
invited to bring family members and
friends. Refreshments and fellowship
will follow each lecture. For further
information or directions, call Acadia
House, the Center for Hope’s bereave-
ment center, at (908) 654-3711.

Workshop to Address
Financial Concerns

WESTFIELD – Rutgers Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County will
present a free workshop entitled “Sav-
ing, Investing and Surviving Tough
Times” on Thursday, March 3, from 7
to 9 p.m. Conducted by Barbara
O’Neill, a Rutgers University profes-
sor and financial expert, it will be held
in the meeting room of the county
building at 300 North Avenue, East, in
Westfield. Pre-registration is required.
To register, contact Digna Torres at the
Extension offices, (908) 654-9854 or
dtorres@ucnj.org.
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MARCH 2011 EVENTS AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY

550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: Mon-Thurs  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri and Sat 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sun 1:00 - 5:00 pm   

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN  

3/1 7:00 pm Gordon James Jazz Quartet 

3/2 7:00 pm Author Martin Lemelman discusses “Two Cents Plain” 

3/4 1:30 pm TGIF! American Women of Achievement (video) 

3/9 7:00 pm MothUP—Tell your story—Celebrating Spring 

3/11 1:30 pm TGIF! Charles and Ann Lindbergh (video) 

3/14 2 and 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “Owl and the Sparrow” (Vietnam, 98 minutes) 

3/15 6:30 pm Financing a Small Business in Today’s Economy 

3/18 1:30 pm TGIF! Celebrate Irish Dancing (video) 

3/23 7:00 pm Rave On! The Music of the Buddy Holly Band 

3/24 2:00 pm Computer Class: Advanced Microsoft Word (advanced) 

3/25 1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Father of the Bride” 

3/17  7:00 pm Computer Class: Inkscape Graphic Design (advanced) 

3/1, 8, 15, 22 or  
3/2, 9, 16, 23, 28, 31 

 2:00 pm 
10:00 am 

Toddler Time (babies and toddlers          
up to 3 years)

3/4, 11 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 

3/4  3:45 pm Big Kids’ Club (elementary schoolers) 

3/7 
3/30 

10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 

Preschool Storytime ( for 3½ to 5 years, 
but not yet in kindergarten) 

3/7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 23, 28, 30  3:30 pm Homework Help (grades K-5) 

3/19 10:30 am Move with Me (2½ to 5 years) 

3/26 10:00 am  Grupo ñ—Spanish Language Storytime 

‘The Biggest Loser’ Duo Talk Grit and
Determination at Cranford High School

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Last Thursday,
NBC’s Season 10 “The Biggest Loser”
“At Home Winner” Mark Pinhasovich
and his cousin, Merav Fiorella, who
appeared regularly on the show, paid a
visit to Cranford High School, Merav’s
alma mater, to talk to students about
weight gain, weight loss and the long
road in between.

The pair, who collectively lost more
than 300 pounds, presented the stu-
dents and faculty with a slide show
documenting their journey and the
contributing factors to their weight
gain, as well as the driving factors
behind their weight loss. The presen-
tation was, in part, to inspire others to
lead healthy lifestyles. It also gave
Merav, who graduated in 1986, an
opportunity to give back to her school.

Mark, who graduated in 1997 from
Jonathon Dayton High School in
Springfield, where he currently re-
sides, was living in East Brunswick
when casting for the show began.
Merav, whose husband is in the mili-
tary, was living in Phoenix, Ariz. Both
had accumulated extra pounds over
the years, but their busy lifestyles and
lack of know-how made it difficult to
take them off. When it was announced
that Season 10 would be filmed on a
ranch in Phoenix, both felt it was
meant to be.

 Mark had auditioned several times
before but was not chosen as a con-
testant until Season 10. Merav audi-

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIGGEST WINNER...“The Biggest Loser” “At Home Winner,” Mark
Pinhasovich, second from left, and cousin Merav Fiorella, far right, pose with
teachers and students at Cranford High School after a presentation documenting
their weight loss on the hit show.

tioned along side her cousin for Sea-
son 10 but was not selected as a
contestant.

Merav told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that during the intense fitness
oriented tryout, she saw a determina-
tion in Mark that she had never seen
before. At one point, when the reality
show hopefuls were asked to get on a
stage and reveal their bodies by tak-
ing off their shirts, she thought to
herself, “Mark won’t do it.” She ex-
plained that after Mark became over-
weight  – he weighed 421 pounds at
the start of the show – he wouldn’t
even take his shirt off at her backyard
pool.

“When he took his shirt off [on the
stage], I knew things would never be
the same again,” she said. “You may
not understand it, you may not be
able to relate to it, but that was the
moment for him.”

Mark considered that to be a defin-
ing moment for him as well. “It was
that moment, when I was standing
there without a shirt on, I knew I was
never going to be fat again,” Mark
said.

Season 10 aired on September 21,
2010. Contestants lived on the ranch,
which was nestled in the desert sur-
rounded by nothing but mountains
and plenty of trails. There was ample
opportunity for outdoor exercise.
Contestants also endured two-and-a-
half-hour, non-stop supervised work-
outs every day.

While on the ranch, contestants,
who wear calorie-counting monitors,
exercise five to six hours a day. “At
that point, it was a job,” Mark said
about losing weight. “I went to work
every day.”

Although Mark’s “job” while on
the show was to lose weight, the tim-
ing of the show could not have been
more perfect in terms of his career. “I
was working as a financial advisor. It
was perfect timing,” he said, referring
to the economic downswing.

After learning that Mark had been
selected for the show, Merav, a mother
of three ages 20, 15 and 6, decided
that even though she would not be on

the ranch, she was going to lose the
more than 100 extra pounds she had
accumulated.

“I didn’t have a Bob or a Jillian,”
Merav said, referring to the show’s
personal trainers Bob Harper and
Jillian Michaels. “I did it all on my
own.” Her husband was deployed
when her weight loss journey began.
She watched the show, which gives
viewers tips and strategies for losing
weight, and followed a strict diet and
exercise regimen. When her husband
returned home a few months later, he
was definitely surprised. “He was
like, ‘wow!’” Merav said.

Impressed with her success, Merav
was asked by producers to make sev-
eral guest appearances on the show,
which she did in episodes 9, 10 and
11. “I was very much a part of the
show,” she said.

During the slide presentation,
which included pictures of Mark and
Merav before, during and after the
show, Mark lingered on one slide
longer than others. It was a group
shot of the cast with tennis star Maria
Kozhevnikova. “We got to play ten-
nis with Maria Kozhevnikova,” Mark
said, dreamily. “Yeah, that was a good
day.”

According to Mark, he was elimi-
nated on the last episode before the
finale because he was “too big of a
threat.” When he weighed in at the
finale, his theory proved correct. Los-
ing a total of 213 pounds, he was the
biggest loser. The winner, Patrick
House, lost a total of 181 pounds.
Mark was ineligible for the $250,000
grand prize, but as the “At Home
Winner,” he took home a check for
$100,000.

Both Mark and Merav agree that
“The Biggest Loser” is “the most real
reality show out there.” Mark admit-
ted that editing does play a part in
how the episode appears on TV, but
regarding the drama, back-stabbing
and manipulation that occurs between
contestants, “what you see did hap-
pen. They have it on film.”

One downside to extreme weight
loss that both Mark and Merav are

facing are the folds of extra skin left
behind after the weight comes off.
Mark said they wrap contestants with
tape on the show to give them a sleeker
look. Both Mark and Merav are final-
izing plans with a plastic surgeon to
have the extra skin removed. They
have been in contact with a Beverly
Hills doctor who will likely  perform
the surgery. Television host and medi-
cal guru, Dr. [Mehmet] Oz has ex-
pressed interest in documenting their
procedures, before, during and after,
for his daily televised talk show.

Merav confessed to The Leader
and The Times, “I was delusional and
in denial[about her weight gain.] I
thought I could just add a little make-
up [to hide the weight.] I didn’t see
what I looked like.”

She now runs daily, admitting that
if by the end of the day she has not
exercised, “you will find me on the
treadmill at 11 at night.” Merav cur-
rently is training for a marathon and
stated that she would like to incorpo-
rate a fundraiser into it somehow to
“raise funds for Cranford High
School.”

 “Celebrate all your little accom-
plishments,” Mark told the crowd,
referring to the fact that he celebrated
every single pound he lost. “Don’t
get hung up on the number on the
scale.”  He admitted to being “ob-
sessed with muscle.”

Currently, Mark and Merav make
guest appearances as motivational
speakers at schools, gyms and
YMCAs.

His speaking engagements hold
him accountable for staying fit. “You
can’t be 420 pounds and talk about
fitness,” he said.

After the presentation, students and
teachers crowded around the pair
seeking autographs and pictures.
Emily Donahue, a dance teacher at
the high school, said she was ecstatic
when she heard Mark and Merav
would be speaking at the school, stat-
ing, “I just love the show.”

To see clips of Mark and Merav on
“The Biggest Loser” Season 10, visit
hulu.com.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STAR STRUCK...Kevin Brodie, a junior at Cranford High School, gets an
autograph from Merav Fiorella. Kevin promised his mother he would get her the
autograph because “she is obsessed with the show.”

ROOSEVELT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Honor Roll
2nd Marking Period

Distinguished Honor Roll Grade 7
 Yanni Angelides, Caroline Basil, Sa-

rah Boyle, Claire Cassie, Greta Crandall,
Kayla Derman, Gwyneth Devin, Sidharth
Eleswarapu, Edward Encinas, Kevin
Frega, Jacob Furst, Isabella Gelfand, Jes-
sica Guan, Luke Hiltwein, Kenneth
Hoerle, Alison Jaruzelski, Jessica Keenan,
William Kelly, Catherine King, Ann
Sophie Koglin, Patrick Korth, Olivia Log-
gia, Rachel Mattessich, Paige Mc Cann,
Ben Meltzer, Michael Mobarakai, Sarah
Morton, Hopper Murray, Julia Myers,
Margaux Natiello, Jack Oates, Danielle
Pinney, Alice Polini, Bryanna Reinhardt,
Catherine Serratelli, Haley Sharlow, Ja-
son Starita, Pavel Stepaniouk.

 Honor Roll Grade 7
Evan Adams, Elizabeth Allen, Devin

Anderson, Ryan Anderson, Hannah An-
gus, Andrew Annitsakis, Molly Bandelli,
Steven Barmakian, Jasper Baur, Sophia
Bennett, Catherine Bergin, Michael
Bergman, Ryan Bowman, Robert
Brancatella, Cameron Bremer, Anna
Browne, Lauren Brumfield, Tobin
Burgdorf, David Burns, Lauren Busardo,
Daniel Alex Campbell, Max Carle, Tristen
Cascio, Gabrielle Cofone, Anne
Condodina, Benjamin Cook, Daniel
Criscuolo, Sarah Davis, Jessica Doyle,
Blake Fallon, Steven Fasciale, Lauren
Fazio, Matthew Fazio, Caroline Felix,
Alexander Frisch, Ryan Geary, Marina
Gialanella, Jessica Gold, Jonathan
Gorczyca, Jack Gorelick, Mary Gouldson,
Jarek Gozdieski, Matthew Greeley,
Nicholas Greenspan, Julia Gretsky,
Alexander Grom, Veronica Grycan,
Frankanthony Guerriero, Tabitha Hanay,
Connor Haviland, Hannah Hawkins,
Emily Hecht, Ryan Hinderliter, Emma
Hoffman, Lexi Holzer, Madeline
Hudelson, Abigail Hurwitz, Ana Ionescu,
Michael Jeffery, Maya Jonsson, Samuel
Karnofsky, John Anthony Katsingris,
Nicholas Kay, Jake Kerth, Madeline
Kevelson, Taylor Kirby, Emily Kirschner,
Austin Kreusser, Jacob Kurstedt, Marija
Landeka, Kevin Law, Nicholas Lawrie,
Mackail Liederman, John Lovito, Olivia
Luzzi, Erin Mackenzie, Erin Malley, Jack
Manning, James Marner, Grace
Mastronardi, Katherine Mc Donald,
Emily Mc Gann, Kyle Mc Intyre, Nicho-
las Mc Lane, Edward Mebane, Michael
Mizus, Julia Morgan, Nick Mueller, Ryan
Munley, Owen Murray, Andrew Natko,
Michael O’Connor, Rowan Oberman,
Rebecca Pariente, Grace Pettit, Julia
Pierce, Mackenzie Pinkin, Hannah
Priscoe, Jacob Ritter, Brett Robertshaw,
Evan Rooney, Sarai Rosenberg, Hallie
Rosenburgh, Andrejs Rumpeters, Drew
Russo, Christopher Sabatino, Jacob Sagal,
Isabella Salerno, Chloe Salvato, James
Sciortino, Emily Shields, Christina Sloan,
Matthew Sloan, Helen Sparrow, Sarah
Steiner, Thomas Summers, Brooke
Sutton, Erik Swanson, James Tanella,
Natasjia Taylor, Allyson Tazbin,

Cassandra Teschner, Jake Tooley,
Michael Toresco, Scott Tupper, Christo-
pher Varano, Alexandra Vitale, Katarina
Von Der Wroge, Harrison Wachtel, Jes-
sica Whang, Paige Whitman, Dakota
Williams, Constanza Wolff, Diana Wu,
Laine Yamano, Devin Zrebiec.

Distinguished Honor Roll Grade 8
 Marissa Alvarez, Lauren Androconis,

Sameena Asija, Stephen Bonsall,
Stephanie Brown, Olivia Cara, Courtney
Day, Michael Dazzo, Elizabeth Dee,
Nicole Di Giorgio, Katherine Duffy,
Lauren Echausse, Kristianna Elbert, Zoe
Federbusch, Max Flysch, Rebecca Freer,
Jennifer Frega, Jackson Frontero, Chloe
Genakos, Jared Geoghan, Christina
Griesmer, Aidan Hamilton, Austin Hinel,
Benjamin Howell, Kyle Jason, Brian
Johnson, Devin Kiernan, Kelly Anne
Kristiansen, Matthew Lamar, Olivia
Lavelle, Alessandra Leong, Sara Mc
Cutcheon, Judy Mc Donald, Mary Meyo,
Kevin Miller, Kelly Morrison, Samantha
Nigro, Anna O’Brian, Alyson Palia, David
Parker, Christopher Pettit, Meghan Pettit,
Emma Phillips, Claudia Romeo, Julianne
Salemy, Caroline Stocking, Kathryn Vera,
Elinor Walker, Alexander Zornitsky.

Honor Roll  Grade 8
 Carli Arena, Jennifer Bagger, Marga-

ret Blatz, Kerry Boll, Eliza Bryen, John
Bunting, Kimberly Burns, Nicholas
Cannone, Madeline Capodanno, Kirsten
Caughey, Bridget Charlton, Bryan Chou,
Amanda Christian, Kevin Clauss, Daniel
Coelho, Alexandra Colucci, Jacob Cruz,
Patrick Culhane, Jacqueline Daaleman,
Thomas Dazzo, Lauren Deluca, Mae
Devin, Kevin Echausse, Adam
Federbusch, Justin Fernandez, Elizabeth
Fox, Andrew Githens, Jacob Givelber,
Cindy Gong, Andrew Gorczyca, Nicole
Graf, Aisling Greene, Ryan Harrington,
Erin Hart, Molly Hart, Rachel Hayden,
Christopher Hendrix, Eric Herber, Patrick
Higgins, Kelly Hogan, Joseph Johnston,
Nicholas Kalimtzis, Jessica Koenigsberg,
Sabrina Ladj, Amanda Lambert, Michael
Lapolla, Kaitlyn Larkin, David Lavelle,
Christopher Lee, Katherine Lee, William
Liddy, Alexandra Little, Kiera Loftus,
Joseph Manganello, Andrew Marino,
Carlie Mayer, Collin Mc Donald, Aimee
Meyo, Mia Miller, Helen Mizrach, Elise
Morano, Nicholas Moynihan, Robert
Noonan, Rajan Olson, Samantha
Paoletti, Matthew Paone, Corinne
Petersen, Anthony Pirrone, Emily
Posyton, Jason Previlon, Jennifer Raba,
Anna Reid, Jack Reinhard, Annie
Resnikoff, David Reverendo, Jordan
Robertson, Thomas Rohwetter, Amy
Rosenzweig, Courtney Ryan, Nicholas
Sanders, Amer Sawan, Emily Schuman,
Victoria Scognamiglio, Russell Seeger,
Dana Seigelstein, Ellie Shirk, Maren
Siegel, Kara Smith, Amanda Spiezio,
Amanda Stein, Evan Steinfield, Emily
Sullivan, Andrew Ukrainskyj, Julia
Wanfried, Jason Wang, Mallory Weisse.

Distinguished Honor Roll Grade 7
Jake Barrow, Courtney Casale, Albert

Chen, William Cook, John Cote, Marina
De Cotiis, Isabella Depalma, Elisabeth
Diamantopoulos, Elena Elliott, Lucas
Fan, Alan Fang, Jack Fico, Lauren
Freidenrich, Benjamin Friedman, Rachel
Geskin, Michael Guarnuccio, Hannah
Haar, Jordan Hindes, Allison Hopper,
Tiffani Hui, Stephanie Jung, Natalie
Karter, Shanna Kelly, Eden Kettleson,
Raquel Levy, Robert Li, Justin Lin,
Johnny Link, Briana Litchholt, Jesse Liu,
Neil Makhija, Carlee Miller, Kevin
Palmer, Anthony Pericolo, Julia Pikaart,
Nova Qi, Jenna Rediker, Jenna Reed,
Lauren Rigney, Christopher Rinaldi,
Fiona Rosenthal, Claudia Savickas,
Nathan Simon, Julia Simpson, Elizabeth
Smith, William Stern, Emma Stierhoff,
Kelsey Swingle, Katherine Tang, Megan
Troutman, Marisa Wang, Allison Worms,
Connie Wu.

Honor Roll Grade 7
Maggie Ahern, Madison Albin, Ariana

Alvarado, Matthew Baker, Caroline
Barry, Ryan Bass, Chloe Beauchamp,
Luke Beaulieu, Samantha Beurer, Chris-
topher Boutsikaris, Isabella Bowen, Kevin
Bronander, Katherine Brown, Ife
Campbell, Amanda Canavan, Victoria
Cappo, Michael Carides, Michelle
Ciampa, John Ciarrocca, Brendan Col-
lum, Nicole Cristiano, Ryan Dang, Brian
Decristofaro, Julia Di Bella, Kelly Dorry,
Kevin Dougherty, Carlie Fasano, Alicia
Ferrullo, Celine Fitzpatrick, Madeline
Flaherty, Julia Frontero, Danielle
Gabuzda, Sean Gallagher, Daniel Gigon,
Alex Gold, Ryan Hach, Bridget
Harrington, Alexander Heber, Liam
Heinbokel, Jackson Hughes, Paul
Jakobovic, Yeoun Ju Kim, Jake Klofta,
Nedim Kocagil, Emily Labrozzi, Chris-
topher Lamanna, Max Landau, Brian
Lawrence, Jakob Lorenzo, Cody Lynes,
Madeleine Lysek, Christian Mancheno,
Michael Masciale, Sara Massimo, Patrick
Mc Cormack, Nicholas Mele, Megan
Melillo, Amanda Mo, Evan Moore,
Emily Mordkovich, Gali Moritz, Mat-
thew Mulvey, Morgan Nitti, Emma
Ohlig, Matthew Osment, Merve
Pekdemir, Hailey Reilly, Tyler Ricci,
Nicholas Rizzi, Michael Rossi, Hope
Rothenberg, Holden Sabato, Thomas
Sabato, Marcella Sabino, Danielle Saw-
yer, Lauren Schnepf, Bradley Smith,
Douglas Smith, Ryan Soldati, Camryn
Sullivan, Robert Suriano, Aaron Tavasi,
Shelby Taylor, Kelly Travers, Michael
Vricella-Stokes, Sara Webber, Matthias
White, Abigail Wilson.

 Distinguished Honor Roll Grade 8
 Samantha Bromberg, Stephen

Bubniak, Dillon Carrier, Amanda
Cheung, Grace Cook, Lauren D’Amico,
Emily Forcht, John Fuller, Gregory Gao,
Hannah Goldring, James Hunter, Isabelle
Ick, Leah Iosif, Ansh Jhaveri, Katherine
Ko, Alison Krakauer, Jorge Ledesma,
Marisa Lombardi, Jameson Maher,
Johanna Mermer, Erica Millwater, Daniel
Mitchell, Ariel Moise Kleinman, Rita
Murphy, Melanie Nettler, Autumn
Patterson, Christopher Romano, Logan
Schwartz, Caryn Sherbet, Juliette Smith,
Anastasia Smolenski, Melanie Snyder,
Lindsey Strauss, Nicholas Tarantino,
Dhruv Tikku, Dominique Vo, Isabel
Wayner, Amy West, Andrew Zale.

 Honor Roll Grade 8
 Tyler Bansky, Sophie Bass, Alexander

Bennett, Kelly Bohall, Miranda Bonina,
Seth Botos, Valeria Bouchoueva, James
Brucia, Theo Brunson, Bianca Buecklers,
Taylor Bulger, Jessica Bungerz, Lisa
Calello, Christopher Caminiti, Katrina
Carlin, Paige Carlin, Emma Chen, Kevin
Clifford, John Colleran, Caitlin Collins,
Benjamin Cymbala, Liam Datwani,
Bianca De Vito, Miranda Depalma, Erin
Dugan, Astha Dutta, Brennan Erickson,
Bryan Evans, Samantha Francisco, Mat-
thew Friedman, Kyle Giordano, Harry
Glasser-Baker, Andrew Harting-Smith,
Kaelyn Heard, Bryan Jackler, Bryn
Johnston, Christopher Kim, Zachary
Koch, Koryn Kraemer, Jack Lee, John
Lindros, Jason Liu, Jian Hong Liu, Maria
Lizzo, Rachel Logan, Angel Lopez,
Michael Maguire, Natalie Marcotullio,
Alexander Mazen, Jamie Miller, Maya
Moritz, Samuel Narang, Amanda Pinho,
Timothy Plump, Michael Prosuk, Chris-
topher Reilly, Kyle Rittendale, Jenna
Rizkalla, Jack Rose, Michela Sabba,
Caitlyn Serafin, Emily Serafin, Alexander
Shorrock, Elizaveta Sidorov, Jack Siegel,
Lisa Simon, Kaelyn Smith, Hermes Suen,
Michael Suler, Christopher Sullivan, Ben
Tipton, Samantha Velez, Nina Wang,
Joshua White, Emma Williams, Mikayla
Williams, Eli Wirtshafter, Katelyn Zelko.

EDISON INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

University of Scranton
Announces Dean’s List

SCRANTON, PA.  – The Univer-
sity of Scranton has announced its
Dean’s List, which recognizes stu-
dents for academic excellence during
the 2010 fall semester. Students at
the Jesuit university must have a grade
point average of 3.5 or better, with a
minimum number of credit hours, to
make the Dean’s List.

Kelly McHale of Berkeley Heights
is a senior Elementary Education/
Early Childhood Education major;
Emily Gardner of Cranford is a se-
nior Occupational Therapy major;
Stacey Legg of Garwood is a senior
Community Health Education ma-
jor; Kristen Whritenour of
Mountainside is a sophomore Bio-
chemistry major; Christina Cognetti
of Westfield is a junior Occupational
Therapy major; Rose Driscoll of
Westfield is a junior Occupational
Therapy major, and Ariel Mone of
Westfield is a junior Counseling and
Human Services major.

More Education
           on Page 18
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

WF’s BARBER, KALIMTZIS WIN TITLES; COUGAR DiGIOVANNI WINS O.W.

Cougars, Bears Tie for District Mat Title;
Blue Devils Finish 3rd, Claim 2 Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven Cranford High School Cou-
gars stepped onto the mat in the cham-
pionship round and five stepped off
with titles, which gave them just
enough points to tie the Brearley Bears
(B) for the team championship with
194 points at the District 11 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 19.

The Westfield Blue Devils, who
claimed two champs and qualified
seven for the Region 3 Tournament,
were next with 146 points. Rahway
(R) placed fourth at 126, followed by
Linden (L) at 91.5, Elizabeth (E) at
67.5, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) at
41, Newark Central (NC) at 9 and
Shabazz with 2.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni picked
up his 97th career victory when he
pinned Blue Devil Colin Barber with
a wrist-and-arm bar in 3:35 to ad-

vance to the 145-lb. finals.
“Colin kept coming at me, and I

knew I had to look for my one shot. I
hit a high crotch. On bottom, he lined
up on my other side, so I switched.
Then off the scramble, I caught his
arm and put it into an arm bar. I took
my time and set it up so it would be
perfect,” DiGiovanni described.

But DiGiovanni was not aware that
he was on the verge of playing the
starring role in the tournament in his
title bout with Brearley’s Dan Ries,
ranked fifth in the state and who could
be known as the “Master of the Tilt.”

“He beat me twice this year. I
watched a lot of tapes, tried to break
it apart and come back with a new
strategy this time and see if it is going
to work for me,” he said.

It did! Just like he had done in an
upset victory over Seton Hall Prep’s
Lou Mascola, who was ranked fourth
at 140 lbs., at the Finn Tournament
on January 14, DiGiovanni warded
off Ries’ takedown attempt to carry a
2-2 tie into overtime. He then took
Ries to the mat to grab a 4-2 victory
and the title. His win also earned him
the Outstanding Wrestler Award.

“He had beaten me handily twice
before. I knew I had to work as hard
as I could in each position to capture
the win. I brought my game. I hit
each point I needed to. I am happy,
but we still got regions. I’ve got to
keep wrestling,” DiGiovanni said.

Colin Barber kept his focus to claim
a 3-2 victory over Dan Walsh (R) and
earn a trip to the regions. Barber took
Walsh to the mat with a lateral drop,
added an escape in the second period
then controlled him from the top the

entire third period.
“The third period, I was up by one.

I was going to pick neutral, but I
decided to ride him out for the win,”
said Barber, who added, “I should try
to work harder to get him to his back.”

Blue Devil Christian Barber, ranked
second in the state at 152 lbs. prior to
the tournament, recorded a 33-second
fall to reach the final to face an old foe
in Devin Geoghegan (B), whom he
had beaten twice before in very close
bouts. Each wrestler recorded an es-
cape in regulation then Barber scored
a double-leg takedown to win 3-1.

“I was going into this match really
confident. I said to myself I had to
win this match. There’s no way I can
lose this. He is definitely one of the
top wrestlers I have wrestled, maybe
the toughest, but I expect to beat him
every time,” Barber said.Probitas Verus Honos

OLIVER SINKS 25 PTS., DOUGHER 15, HESS SCORES 27

Raider Boys Burn Blue Devils
In UC Hoops Tourney, 59-54

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Raider senior Charles Oliver sank
four of his five 3-pointers in very
crucial situations, one with 26.3 sec-
onds remaining, which put the eighth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
school boys basketball team on the
right path to a 59-54 victory over
ninth-seeded Westfield in the first
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Rahway on February 16.

The entire game was nothing short
of one team getting modest leads only
to have the other team come roaring
back to keep the score close by each
quarters’ end, especially in the fourth
quarter when the Raiders grasped a

one-point lead with 26.3 on the clock.
“That was a typical Westfield/

Scotch Plains game. You don’t know
who is going to win. You don’t know
which way it’s going. Just when some-
one thinks they have the game, the
other team comes storming back,”
Raider Head Coach Dan Doherty said.

Blue Devil Ryan Hess led all scor-
ers with 27 points and his brother
Keegan bucketed 17 points, which
included four 3-pointers and three
free throws, which came a result of
being fouled on a 3-point attempt.
Ryan Hess also grabbed seven re-
bounds and added a steal and a
blocked shot.

“Hess is a real good player. He is

going to find a way to score. That’s
what scorers do,” Oliver said.

Many of the Blue Devils’ points
did come as a result of some fine
assists dished out by Joe Greenspan
and Andrew Garfinkel. Greenspan,
who pulled down 13 rebounds and
finished with four points, had seven
assists, and Garfinkel, who also had
four points, added five assists. Point
guard Tim Younger contributed two
points and three rebounds.

Oliver, Pat Dougher and Matt
Jegede combined for 52 of the Raid-
ers’ points. Oliver finished with a
team-high 25 points and added four
rebounds, a steal and an assist.
Dougher finished with 15 points, in-
cluding a pair of 3-pointers in the
final quarter, and added two rebounds,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Come See What We Are All About!
Membership at Metuchen Golf & Country Club gives you

an opportunity for quality enjoyment of your family’s free time.

Join us in a casual and relaxed atmosphere, meet some of our members, and tour our facilities at our

First Open House of the Year:
Friday March 4th, 6pm

Individuals and couples are welcome to attend, in casual business attire.

Conveniently located at 244 Plainfield Road in Edison, NJ  •  www.metuchengolf.com

Learn about our many fun programs for

children and families, from pool to the

golf course and club house.

All the benefits of membership
… for less than you imagine!

Our pool offers daily enjoyment from summer’s heat, swim team,
private instruction, full health club, games, social events, including

movie nights, theme nights, club parties and more!

Our club house offers many social and dining opportunities,
from the casual to the formal.

Our junior golf program features clinics, private lessons, intensive
programs, interclub matches and more.  All supervised by our PGA Pro.

·  18 Hole, 72 Par Championship Golf Course

·  Olympic Size Pool, with Many Social & Dining Advantages

·  Club House with 5 Dining Options, Locker Rooms, Health Club and Spacious Meeting Facilities

·  Pro Shop Fully Stocked with Equipment and Clothing

·  Practice Facilities Available, with PGA Professional Instruction

·  Activities for Junior Members, Swim Team, Golf Clinics and Golf Tournaments

Please RSVP by calling Matt Tolomeo at 732-548-4980  ext. 28

Metuchen Golf & Country Club

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING ROUND NUMBER 3…Blue Devil Christian Barber, right, works a Russian on Brearley Bear Devon
Geoghegan in the 152-lb. final. Barber, who defeated Geoghegan twice before in close bouts, won 3-1 in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDING A RAIDER CLOSELY…Blue Devil Keegan Hess, right, pressures
Raider Ian Johnson in the Union County first-round game in Rahway on
February 16.

United States Hockey Team Wins
Olympic Gold – February 24, 1980
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Raider Boys Burn Blue Devils in UCT Hoops
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

PETERSON NOTCHES 26 PTS., 22 RBS; KLOTZ SINKS 18

Lady Raider Cagers Advance,
Top Summit, 61-57, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shifting from a zone defense to a
man-to-man defense seemed to be a
successful formula change that al-
lowed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team to
focus more keenly on its attack game
against the Summit Hilltoppers in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Rahway on February 17.

That defensive shift plus the scor-
ing and rebounding success of senior
forward Aysia Peterson and the scor-
ing of senior guard Evie Klotz led to
a 61-57 victory.

Peterson came to life under the
boards in an ever-increasing manner
and finished with a game-high 22
rebounds, which included 14 in the
second half. Twelve of her rebounds
were on the offensive side and four
led to put backs.

“I sound like a broken record. She
is capable of grabbing any rebound
that she wants. She has to want every

rebound, and when she does, it makes
the difference in the game,” Raider
Head Coach Jen Ryan said.

“I am happy about that. I had to get
in there and box out, and that was
what I was doing. Towards the end,
every time I did that, they fouled me
and put me on the line,” Peterson
said.

Peterson, who had three assists,
also led all scorers with 26 points,
and 12 of her points did come from
the free throw line. Interestingly, she
was one-for-two from the line in the
first half, so the remainder of her
throws came in the second half when
she increased her attacking of the
offensive boards.

“Foul shooting was extremely im-
portant today. Probably, the only rea-
son we won this game was because
we got to the foul line, shot and made
it,” Peterson said. “Our foul shooting
has come a long way since the begin-
ning of the season.”

Klotz, who had six rebounds (3

offensive), three assists and two steals,
finished with 18 points, and once she
began driving toward the basket in
the fourth quarter, she too drew fouls
and was awarded free trips to the line
where she hit four of her first six
throws.

“We started doing that [driving to
the basket] before halftime, so when
we went into the second half, coach
told us to keep doing it. It was work-
ing. We are not going to stop doing
something that’s working,” Klotz said.

“I count on them. I see our expres-
sions on our faces, and I see the
confidence, when I looked at Aysia
tonight and I see it, and in Evie’s eyes
too. They wanted to win this game,”
Coach Ryan said.

The Raiders began the game in a
zone defense, and the Hilltoppers
immediately banged out two 3-point-
ers, then added two more to grab a 19-
13, first-quarter lead. The Hilltoppers
added another 3-pointer midway

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Tryouts 2011

Major & Pony Leagues Only

Majors: (5th & 6th grades)

Date Time Event Location

3/5

3/6

3/12

3/13

9-11

8:30-12

9-11

8:30-12

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Sid Fey field

The Ballpark

Date Time Event Location

3/5

3/6

3/12

3/13

9-11

11:30-1

9-11

11:30-1

Fielding

Hitting

Fielding

Hitting

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Houlihan field

The Ballpark

Players (5th & 6th graders) who were on a Majors team last year do not

need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

Ponys: (7th thru 10th grades)

Players who were on a Pony League team last year and all 9th & 10th graders

do not need to tryout again.  You will automatically be placed on a team.

If you do not wish to try out for a Major or Pony team
you will be automatically placed on either an

International or Mustang team.

The Ballpark is located at 1 Silver Ct., Springfield NJ.      973-376-9295

lay-up and followed with a slam dunk
to give the Raiders a 34-33 lead. Each
team added four points to end the
quarter, 38-37.

Dougher opened the final quarter
with a 3-pointer then Keegan Hess
sank his three free throws. Garfinkel
followed with a steal that he con-
verted to a lay-up. From there, Hess
received assists on four straight lay-
ups that gave the Blue Devils a 50-42
lead. Oliver tossed a wrench into
Westfield’s run with his fourth 3-
pointer and followed with a pair of
free throws. Hess got under the board
for two points but injured his ankle
with 1:52 on the clock.

“That kind of hurt him at the end,
but he’s a tough, tough kid, tough to
play against,” said Coach Doherty,
who added, “They are extremely well-
coached. They do great things. We
knew it was going to be a battle.”

Dougher nailed a 3-pointer 20 sec-
onds later to narrow the gap to two
points. Hess came back into the game
and added a lay-up. Dougher matched
the 2-pointer then Byers created a
steal and fired the ball down court to
Oliver, who hit his final 3-pointer,
giving the Raiders a one-point lead.

“I wasn’t really paying attention to
the score. We just wanted to take it a
possession at a time. When we get a
ball off, just push it and try to get an
open basket,” Oliver said.

The Blue Devils came down court
determined to score the final basket,
but Jegede had other ideas and inter-
cepted an inside pass and shuffled off
to Dougher, who was fouled.

“I saw that he was looking to pass.
When it comes to winning games,
defense comes first. That was what
we were looking to do,” Jegede ex-
plained.

Dougher hit both free throws then
another foul allowed the Raiders to
sink the final two points.

“Chuck hits big shots. That’s what
good players do. Even when you are
down a little, he keeps looking for a
shot. He’s got cool water in his hands,”
Coach Doherty said.

“I have been in a slump recently. I
hurt my back. I am not at 100 percent
right not, but I just have to keep
playing. My team needs me, and I am
a warrior. I am going to keep playing
no matter what,” Oliver said.

The Raiders were to face unde-
feated, No. 1 St. Patrick’s on Febru-
ary 19 in Rahway.

“We are not going into the game
looking to lose. We are looking to put
up a good fight,” Jegede said.
Westfield 11 11 15 17 54
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 13 17 21 59

an assist and a steal.
“Patrick, I thought, was tremen-

dous. He was doing everything,”
Coach Doherty said.

The Raiders also dished out nu-
merous assists, especially Ian Johnson
and Tim Bonacum, who each had
three, and Anthony Byers, who had a
key assist late in the game.

“Anthony Byers came in. He got
loose balls. He scored on a follow. He
got that rebound,” commented Coach
Doherty.

“We were taking what the defense
gives us. We were not trying to force
it. If you have a clean shot, take it. Pat
can shoot. I can shoot. Dominick
[Gonzalez] can shoot. We have a lot
of shooters, so if we spread the floor,
it’s hard to defend,” Oliver said.

Jegede rolled in 12 points, blocked
two shots and had a pair of steals, but
he also matched Greenspan with 13
rebounds.

“Going into the game, coach told
us that they were a little stronger than
most of the teams we were playing.
So I just had to man up, box out and
try to get the rebounds,” Jegede said.

“We dominated them on the boards,
which I didn’t expect, and it was
pretty much Matt dominating them
on the boards,” Coach Doherty said.

Keegan Hess hit a 3-pointer at the
buzzer to end the first quarter, 11-8, in
favor of Westfield. The Blue Devils
spread their lead to 22-11 late in the
second quarter, but Jegede sank a lay-
up and a free throw, and Oliver nailed a
jumper. Westfield was called for a tech-
nical, and Dougher went to the line and
sank both free throws. Next, Oliver got
the ball and banged a 3-pointer to end
the half at 22-21 Westfield.

Using smart inside passing, the Blue
Devils opened a 33-27 lead in the
third quarter, but Oliver banged an-
other 3-pointer, and Jegede rolled in a

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING TOWARD THE BASKET…Raider Renee Oliver, No. 25, drives toward the basket in the Union County
Tournament game against Summit. The Raiders won, 61-57.
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SCOTCH PLAINS $889,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $959,000 WATCHUNG $798,000 WESTFIELD $489,000

CRANFORD $639,900 MOUNTAINSIDE $874,900 WESTFIELD $1,495,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $389,900

WESTFIELD $799,900 WESTFIELD $849,000 WESTFIELD $995,000 WESTFIELD $1,075,000

Spacious custom home w/4BR 3.1BA, LR w/brick fplc, gorgeous wood floors, FDR w/
built-in corner cabinet & much more. Situated on over 1/4 acre of parklike property.

Stunning spacious custom Col w/winter view & elegant foyer. Updt '89 & '96, Pos-
sible in-law/home office,  hwd flrs,  Lrg Kit w/brkfst area & sgd to deck, & lots more!

Truly gracious Indian Forest custom built Colonial w/inviting foyer, elegant front-
to-back LR w/fpl, sunny FR, Lib w/built-ins. DIR: Lawrence/Wathung Fork/Lenape

Adorable Cape in great quiet locn! Updtd Eat in Kit w/appl. Newly updated Rec rm, wndws, furn '05, updt
bath, new vinyl siding & gutters '06, refin hwd flrs & lots more! DIR: Westfield Rd/Coles/Park View

Elegant 4BR 2.1BA Colonial home on a 0.735 acre of park-like prop in
the desirable Ashbrook section of Scotch Plains. DIR: Raritan to Michael

Warm & inviting built 2008, Spacious kitchen, fam rm w/ fplc. Loads of wndws,
Master w/sitting rm w/fplce. 5BR 4BA 2-zone heat & 2 zone central air & lots more!

Million dollar view! Exquisite, spac & charming hm, perfect for entertaining. 1st
flr great rm/office or Mstr Ste, classic LR w/fpl, FDR, updt Kit, den, beaut grounds.

Charming Colonial Cape on quiet tree-lined street. Sparkling interior. Wonderful living space brimming
with desirable features. Private yard w/extensive perennial gardens. DIR: Corner of First and Hazel.

Historic scudder farmhouse in excellent condition. Updated w/o compromising charm
& character incl kitchen & baths. Private location. Wonderfully private yet close to all!

Turn of the Century Charmer. Grand entry foyer. LR w/parlor & fplc. Wrap around
porch, addl entertainment space.  New wndws, repaved drwy & more improv.

Stunning totally updtd 5BR Dutch Colonial w/2storey addn & low taxes!
Gourmet eat in kit w/ss appl. Professional landscaping & pvt fenced yard.

NEW LISTING! Quintessential Center Hall Colonial Westfield charmer! Wide veranda
style front porch. Open floor plan with very spacious rooms. Loaded with updates!

Agent: Anne Sank-Davis MLS: 2829837 Agent: Janice Tittel MLS: 2822694 Agent: Pat Connolly MLS: 2767961 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2831893

Agent:Carol Tener MLS: 2829203 Agent: Dorothy McDevitt MLS: 2831845 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2831661 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2833467

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2825940 Agent: Pat Connolly MLS: 2812557 Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2826632 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2833283

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/27 1-4PM
201 Hazel Ave

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/27 1-4PM
719 Lenape Trail

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/27 1-4PM
385 Park View Dr

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, 2/27 1-4PM
8 Michael Ln
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Cougars, Bears Tie; Blue Devils 3rd in District
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Two Cougars made school history.
Cougar Joe Giaccio, after pinning

Dan Tibere (L) in 2:15 at 119 lbs., put
on a takedown clinic and added a tilt
near-fall to claim a 14-4, majority
decision over Anthony Madonia (B)
to capture his fourth District 11 title.

“It’s nice to be on the list of four-
time district champions. I worked
hard for it. I tied up his wrists when I
was on top. I worked all my turns, my
tilts, but I felt pretty good on my feet.
I took him down a few times again. I
started cutting him and letting him up
to get a bigger lead. With about 30
seconds left, I think I took him down
three times,” Giaccio said.

Cougar Kyle Markovitch prevailed,
8-0, over a very strong Dom Martinez
(B) to advance to the 130-lb. finals.

“It was more difficult to set up my
shots and do what I needed to do. You
got to feel them out a little bit at first,
then see where they are strong and
see where their weaknesses were. It
just takes a little more time to set it
up,” Markovich said. “Aside from
that kid from Elizabeth [D’Ondre
Floyd], he was the strongest kid I
wrestled this year.”

In his title bout with Blue Devil Nick
Rotondo, Markovitch “grapevined” his
way to his fourth district title with a
2:45 fall, using an under hook and front

arm bar. Before the pin, Markovitch
racked up back points with a pair of
grapevine-and-throat hook maneuvers
and a guillotine.

“I am happy for Joe [Giaccio] and
I. We worked really hard for this
together throughout the four years. I
am glad our work paid off, but we
have a lot bigger fish to catch for the
regions and states. We are going to
enjoy the success a little bit, then we
are going to look forward to the big-
ger picture,” Markovich said.

Earlier, Rotondo recorded a 13-1
majority decision over Justin
Rodriguez (L) then he used a series of
head-and-arm walk-around
takedowns to grab a 13-4, majority
decision over Raider Dom Natale in
the semis.

“What really worked for me was
my coach really pushing me. That
extra toughness! That’s what it is!
Sometimes, you make little mistakes,
and you got to rebound from those
mistakes, make sure you correct
them,” Rotondo said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis spent
less than two minutes to win his sec-
ond 103-lb. championship when he
pinned Giovanni Fillipone (B) with
an arm bar in 36 seconds in the semi-
finals then pinned Nick Tekula (L) in
1:02 with a wrist-and-half nelson in

the finals.
“After all my experience in high

school, I will never take any match for
granted. You have to prepare for every
match. You got to get ready mentally
and physically,” Kalimtzis said.

Cougar Mike Helmstetter recorded
a 2:47 pin then advanced to the 112-
lb. finals by pinning James Thevenin
(E) with a cradle in 3:34. Thevenin
did, however, nearly catch Helmstetter
in headlock.

“It was hard to break him down the
first time. I tried a tight waist and
ankle. It didn’t work, so I tried chop-
ping the arm to put him in a bar. I got
some back points, but I couldn’t pin
him. When I tried it again, his head
popped up, so I just grabbed it,”
Helmstetter explained.

Helmstetter really turned on the
burners in the title bout with Isaac
Valentin (R) to claim an 11-1, major-
ity decision.

“This is definitely one of the best
matches I have had all year. Once I
got him down, I had to hold onto that
tight waist,” Helmstetter said.

Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, nursing
an injured knee, pinned Christian
Simoes (E) in 1:41, then added a
cushion with a two-point tilt en route
to a 4-1 victory over Raider Mike

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

BI-LEVEL

Mountainside. This 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath cheerful Bi-Level home,
with gleaming hardwood floors, has been lovingly maintained and
renovated. It boasts a great in-law suite with a new kitchen, as well as
an updated main kitchen with Sub-Zero and KitchenAid appliances.
The Master Bedroom has a walk-in closet and full Bath Room
complete with a jetted tub. A beautiful wood deck overlooks the level,
tranquil yard.

Thomas Quinn
Top Sales for the Month of January

Martha

Schilling

RANCH

Westfield. Custom 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Brick Ranch with large
rooms. Hardwood throughout. "Sun tunnel" lights in kitchen &
hallway. Basement with summer kitchen and Wood Burning Fireplace.
Living Room with Wood Burning Fireplace. Temperature controlled
room, perfect for a wine cellar! Large walk up attic with stairs in place
to complete second story expansion.

James

McLoughlin

SPLIT

Scotch Plains. Great Parkwood Location. Large 4 Bedroom, 2.5
Bath Split featuring a Formal Dining Room with a bay window,
Living Room with a Wood Burning Fireplace, new Powder Room, a
large Family Room, all on a beautifully landscaped property. This
home also features a large 3rd floor Bedroom, a newer roof, and
hardwood floors under the carpet.

Don

Villane

CENTER HALL COLONIAL - D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION

Fanwood. Another finely crafted home by D. Villane Construction
LLC. This 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Traditional CHC newly constructed home
sits on nearly .5 acre! EIK opens to a bright Family Room & features Granite
countertops and Stainless Steel appliances. Detailed trim and custom
ceilings are a few of the many fine qualities featured in this new home. The
spacious sun filled basement is pre-plumbed for a full bath, fully insulated
and ready to finish, and includes a sliding glass door to a large backyard.

Brendan

Keegel

COLONIAL

Scotch Plains. This pristine 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial is absolute
perfection. Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with
wood burning fireplace, partially finished basement with den, laundry and
utility rooms, Underground Lawn Sprinkler, Privacy Fence, Central Air,
2 car attached garage, nestled on a quiet cul-de-sac.

Associate of the Month

McCOY, McKEARY NET 14 EACH; KLOTZ SINKS 12 PTS.

Lady Cougar Cagers Outman
Raider Basketballers, 46-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Man” defense seemed to be the
fare for the “Play for Pink” high school
girls basketball game between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford in
Scotch Plain on February 18. The 18-
4 Lady Cougars had their man de-
fense working a little more in a 46-32
victory over the 14-9 Raiders.

Although the Cougars spread the
wealth in rebounds among the five
starters, guard Jess McCoy led with
seven rebounds and three steals, while
adding a blocked shot.

“We both played really tough man
defense. We stopped their inside
game, and I hope that we stopped
their outside game,” McCoy said.
“They started in a zone, but once they
went to man, we were just trying to
work our plays and work to the end,
so we got the best shot we could.”

The Cougars keyed on Raider for-
ward Aysia Peterson and guard Evie
Klotz. Peterson pulled 15 rebounds
(8 offensive) and finished with eight
points, two assists, two steals and a

blocked shot. Klotz led the Raiders
with 12 points (four 3-pointers). Tay-
lor Sebolao scored six points and
finished with three steals, two assists
and two rebounds.

“[Number 24 and 22]! [Klotz] is a
good outside shooter, and 24
[Peterson] is very strong with the ball
inside. She is very strong. Even if you
are boxing out, it doesn’t matter. She
will push you out of the way to get the
ball. Those were two girls that we
needed to make sure that we were in
the right spots on defense to help,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

“We had to definitely look out for
number 24 [Peterson], because she is
really strong on the boards. When she
gets the ball, she is pretty hard to stop.
Number 22 [Klotz], their point guard,
she started hitting those threes at the
end. [Number] 23 [Sebolao], she’s
also another shooter, and the rest of
their players are so fast,” McCoy said.

Cougars Morgan Miller (2 steals,
blocked shot), Kate McGovern (2
blocked shots, steal) and Mairead
McKeary (steal) all had four rebounds,

and Jenna Goeller (steal) had five
rebounds.

“That’s what we have they been
working on, defense and rebound-
ing,” Coach Dyer said.

Offensively, the Cougars were pa-
tient with the ball and worked it around
until they found an open person.

“We have done a really good job
starting in practice, working on being
more patient on offense. There is no
reason to rush anything, especially at
the beginning of the game. Then to-
ward the end when you have a lead,
we want to keep the lead, so being
patient and not forcing anything is
key for us,” Coach Dyer said.

The result was an abundance of
assists. Miller finished with four as-
sists and finished with 12 points.
McCoy, who had an assist, sank 14
points. McGovern had two assists
and finished with four points, and
Goeller had an assist and two points,
but McKeary added three assists and
tied McCoy for the lead in scoring
with 14 points.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO GET THEIR HANDS ON THE BALL…Raider Rebecca Kreyer, No. 21, and Evie Klotz, No. 22, along with
Cougar Jenna Goeller, No. 4, try to snag a loose ball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY COMPETITIVE STRUGGLE…Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, left, tries to maintain control of Elizabeth Minuteman
D’Ondre Floyd in the 135-lb. semifinal bout.
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Cougar Cagers Top Raiders, 46-32

With great pride, we recognize our highest achievers.
Weichert® 2010AWARD WINNERS

ANA DEFIGUEIREDO
Weichert Executive’s Club
Sales & Marketed Club

VIVIAN CORTESE-STRANO
Weichert President’s Club
Sales & Marketed Club

             NJAR® C I R C L E  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  S A L E S  A W A R D ® Silver

             NJAR® C I R C L E  O F  E X C E L L E N C E  S A L E S  A W A R D ® Bronze

JAIME GARBER
Weichert Executive Club
Sales & Marketed Club

KATHLEEN GWALDIS
Weichert Ambassador’s Club
Marketed Club

NANCY KRONHEIMER
Weichert Ambassador’s Club
Sales & Marketed Club

ALAN RUBIN
Weichert Marketed Club

ANDREW WEISSMAN
Weichert Executive’s Club
Sales & Marketed Club

JACQUELINE WALDMAN
Weichert Ambassador’s Club
Sales & Marketed Club

Westfield Office • 908-654-7777

ADIE SHAALAN
Weichert Sales & Marketed Club

Steinfeld to reach the 140-lb. final.
“I had to stay out a few weeks and

worked some occasional mobility in
my knee. My conditioning might be a
little less than I wanted. I can’t really
control too much about my knee, but
I just worked through it,” Skibitsky
said. “He is a good wrestler. He’s
tough to take down even if you are
100 percent healthy. Once I got that
half [nelson], I knew I was in good
position to win the match.”

Skibitsky had to forfeit the title
bout to Nick Lospinoso (B). Steinfeld
regrouped to place third with an 8-1

decision over Cougar Eric Knight.
Cougar JP Christiano recorded a

1:08 fall in the 160-lb. quarterfinals,
then used an arm bar to pin Blue
Devil Mike DeLouisa in 3:17 to reach
the finals to face Travis Foster (L).
Christiano won, 7-1, but one of his
reversals resembled more of a
takedown.

“I stood up and his leg was right in
front of me, so I thought, go for the
takedown right there. When I lift my
guys, I have a lot more control, be-
cause they are not able to react as
well,” Christiano said.

Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro
pinned Cougar Ryan Farrell in 47 sec-
onds, then used a half nelson and a
body press to pin Blue Devil Kyle
Kania in 3:32 to advance to the final to
face top-seeded Austin Frank (L).

“I got the arm, and he had his
shoulder up, so I had to get that [arm]
under him. Once I got under him, I
caught his head, and he went over,”
Tufaro said of his bout with Kania.

Looking ahead to his champion-
ship bout with Frank, Tufaro said, “I
wrestled him before. I lost 4-1. He is
a good wrestler, and I hope not to
make the mistake that I made before.”

Tufaro did not make that particular
mistake, and he was entangled in a 2-
2 tie late in the third period, but his

second warning for stalling awarded
Frank a penalty point and a 3-2 win.

After recording a 1:57 fall at 125
lbs., Cougar Ian Henry recorded two
reversals, an escape, a takedown and
finally a two-point tilt to defeat Adrian
Betancourt (L) in the semis.

“I lost to him in districts last year.
He teched me then he caught me in a
cradle this year. I knew I had to get
him this time. Always say third time
is a charm! I worked my legs, but I
tried not to get in too much trouble,”
Henry said.

In the 125-lb. championship bout,
Henry came up on the short side of an
11-1, majority decision to Anthony
Rice (B).

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, after los-

ing a 5-3, overtime heartbreaker to
D’Ondre Floyd (E) in the 135-lb.
semis, rebounded to record three
takedowns, a reversal, an escape and
a penalty point to grab a 10-1, major-
ity decision over Lamar Cooper (L)
to advance to the regions.

“I focused on the match. My
mindset was on the mat. I tried to
wear him down. I knew he was going
to break down after the first couple of
minutes,” Opoku said.

Blue Devil Kieran Cline bounced
back from a 4-0 setback to Anthony
Tancs (B) in the 189-lb. semis to
defeat Cougar Rob Kessler, 6-3, for
third place and a trip to the regions.
Cline did, however, spot Kessler two
points when he missed on a takedown
attempt in the first period.

“I was trying to do the throw-by, but
I should have gotten more motion.
Instead, I threw him into my leg,”
Cline explained. “I had to win this
match or I was done for the season.”

Cougar Corey Markovitch, wres-
tling up two weight classes, recorded
a 5:30 pin, then “squeezed” out a 3-2
decision over Blue Devil Erik
Gozdieski to reach the 171-lb. finals
where he dropped a 13-1, majority
decision to Dillon Geoghegan, who
was ranked seventh in the state.

Cougar Ray El-Khoury placed third
at 215 lbs. with a 3-1 decision over
Chris Gonzalez (L), and Cougar Head

Coach Darren Torsone received the
District 11 Coach of the Year Award.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
189: — Maurice McCullers (E) md Tancs
(B), 13-4
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) d Greg Rice
(B), 6-1
Hwt: — Frank (L) d Tufaro (S), 3-2
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Tekula (L), 1:02
112: — Helmstetter (C) md Valentin (R),
11-1
119: — Giaccio (C) md Madonia (B), 14-4
125: — Rice (B) md Henry (C), 11-1
130: — Markovich (C) p Rotondo (W),
2”45
135: — Justin Becker (R) d Floyd (E), 8-4
140: — Lospinoso (B) won forfeit over
Skibitsky (W)
145: — DiGiovanni (C) d Ries (B), 4-2 OT
152: — Barber (W) d Geoghegan (B), 3-
1 OT
160: — Christiano (C) d Foster (L), 7-1
171: — Geoghegan (B) md Markovich
(C), 13-1

THIRD PLACE ROUND:
103: — Eric Melendez (R) p Giovanni
Fillipone (B), 0:24
112: — Dylan Oliva (B) d James
Thevenin (E), 2-1
119: — Delwin Gabriel (NC) d Daniel
Tibere (L), 4-2
125: — Adrian Betancourt (L) p Tyler
Zihlbauer (R), 0:42
130: — Dom Martinez (B) md Dom Natale
(S), 10-2
135: — Ellis Opoku (W) md Lamar Coo-
per (L), 10-1
140: — Mike Steinfeld (S) d Eric Knight
(C), 8-1
145: — Colin Barber (W) d Danny Walsh
(R), 3-2
152: — Diego Chavez (R) p Jim Dwyer
(C), 2:56
160: — Brian Pyrus (R) d Mike DeLouisa
(W), 9-3
171: — Ezekiel Villafava (E) p Erik
Gozdieski (W), 0:29
189: — Kieran Cline (W) d Rob Kessler
(C), 6-3
215: — Ray El-Khoury (C) d Chris
Gonzalez (L), 3-1
Hwt: — Laziek Jones (R) d Kyle Kania
(W), 5-2

Cranford Cougars, Bears Tie for First; Blue Devils Get Third in District 11 Wrestling Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Direct Cell: 609-709-0664

Email: ncallahan25@hotmail.com

The Most Respected Name in Real Estate

Long Beach Island
RealEstateOnLBI.com

ZACK SHORE PROPERTIES

1000 Long Beach Blvd. Ship Bottom, NJ 08008  1-800-633-1140

Noreen Callahan
Realtor Associate

“I want to say that might have been
one of the best games she has had this
season,” Coach Dyer said of McKeary.
“She had three offensive rebounds in
the first half, which is good, espe-
cially when she is a small guard. She
is a fighter. She went out there, and
she got it.”

“Mairead really stepped it up big
time. I think she started us off with
the lead. She was strong on the boards.
She had a lot of foul shots at the end.
She was really on today. She worked
really hard,” McCoy said.

Miller started the game with a 3-
pointer, and McKeary followed with
a pair of 2-pointers. Klotz nailed her
first 3-pointer, but the Cougars won
the first quarter, 11-9. The Cougars
followed with a 12-4, second quarter

to grab a 23-13 lead at the half.
Klotz buried her second 3-pointer,

and McCoy scored six points, but the
Raiders narrowly won the third quarter,
10-9. Down by nine points, the Raiders
had to shoot from 3-point range in the
fourth quarter. Klotz hit two 3-pointers,
and Kate Harper (4 points, 2 rebounds)
nailed one 3-pointer. Fouling was also
necessary, and the Cougars went to the
line and sank eight of nine free throws
to ensure victory.
Cranford 11 12   9 14 46
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9   4 10   9 32

See all place winners in
every weight class and more
pictures on Cranford
Online Sports pages.

www.goleader.com
Click Cranford Sports

Cranford/SPF story is also on
Cranford Online Sports pages.

www.goleader.com
Click Cranford Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREVENTING THE MOVE…Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, top, prevents Raider
Mike Steinfeld from completing a sit-out, turn-in in the 140-lb. semifinal bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE VERGE OF AN UPSET…Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, top, defeated fifth-
ranked Dan Ries of Brearley, 4-2, in overtime to claim the 145-lb. title.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING FROM THE TOP…Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro, top,
works on controlling Linden Tiger Austin Frank in the title bout.
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ColdwellBankerMoves.com
*#1 NRT owned Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage office nationwide based on listing and sold volume

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

209 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-5555  •  Mortgage Services: (908) 361-4972 

49 Highlander Drive
Scotch Plains

Listed By: Frank D. Isoldi
Sold By: Ann Allen

28 Shady Lane
Fanwood

Listed By: Ann Allen
Sold By: Kara Murphy

731 Mountain Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Mary McEnerney
Sold By: Susan Checchio

13 Dawn Drive
Clark

Listed By: Faith Maricic
Sold By: Faith Maricic

431 Colonial Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Susan Checchio
Sold By: John Aslanian

321 Newark Avenue
Union 

Listed By: John Papa
Sold By: Donna Perch

320 Woodland Avenue
Westfield

Listed By:Bernadette Houston
Sold By: Faten Mahran

126 Riverside Drive
Cranford

Listed By: Ellen Murphy
Sold By: Dario Muscaritolo

776 Fairacres Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Faith Maricic
Sold By: Susan Checchio

312 Retford Avenue
Cranford

Listed By: Regina Vietro
Sold By: Barbara Mulvee

38 Fairfield Avenue
Cranford

Listed By: Regina Vietro
Sold By: Regina Vietro

814 Highland Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Hye-Young Choi
Sold By Frank D. Isoldi

519 Claremont Place
Cranford

Listed By: Maryalice Ryan
Sold By: Elizabeth Kroncke

329 Short Drive
Mountainside

Listed By: Kathy Shea
Sold By: Lola Reed

515 Parkview Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Eileen Passananti
Sold By: Frank D. Isoldi

718 Austin Street
Westfield

Listed By: Maryalice Ryan
Sold By: Frank D. Isoldi

8 Cray Terrace
Fanwood

Listed By: Barbara Zeckman
Sold By: Barbara Zeckman

65 Meadowbrook Road
North Plainfield

Listed By: Eileen Burlinson
Sold By: Jayne Bernstein

14 Stoneleigh Park
Westfield

Listed By: Maryalice Ryan
Sold By: Kimberley Haley

191 Paterson Road
Fanwood

Listed By: Patricia Glaydura
Sold By: Barbara Callahan

4 Raleigh Avenue
Cranford 

Listed By: Kathleen Monahan
Sold By:Barbara Hogan Devlin

717 Dixie Lane
Plainfield

Listed By: Faith Maricic
Sold By: John DeMarco

203 Hawthorne Drive
Clark

Listed By: Diane Pellino
Sold By: Barbara Spies

724 Tamaques Way
Westfield

Listed By: Barbara Mulvee
Sold By: Grace Rappa

941 Cleveland Avenue
Westfield 

Listed By: Frank D. Isoldi
Sold By: Virginia Garcia

401 Tremont Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Frank D. Isoldi
Sold By: Jayne Bernstein

77 Barchester Way
Westfield

Listed By: Maryalice Ryan
Sold By: Lola Reed

19 Hampton Street
Cranford

Listed By: Lisa Stafford
Sold By: Maryalice Ryan

617 Lawrence Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Bernadette Houston
Sold By: William Taylor

218 Edgewood Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Irene Katz
Sold By: Kimberley Haley

824 Dorian Road
Westfield 

Listed By: Frank D. Isoldi
Sold By: Stephanie Smith

210 Sailer Street
Cranford

Listed By: Lisa Stafford
Sold By: Lisa Stafford

753 Marcellus Drive
Westfield

Listed By: Grace Rappa
Sold By: Judith Koeppel

209 Woodland Avenue
Westfield

Listed By: Frank D. Isoldi
Sold By: Ellen Murphy

35 Fairhill Road
Westfield

Listed By: Frank D. Isoldi
Sold By: Shari Hotlzman

2002 Parkwood Drive
Scotch Plains

Listed By: Thomas Bianco
Sold By: Jill Horowitz Rome

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Westfield East Office – Recent Home Sales

#1 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
Office in the Country*

Enjoying Our 21st Year As The Market Leader
All homes listed and sold by Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage - Westfield East Office

EXCLUSIV
E

MORTGAGE SERVICES  •  RELOCATION  •  CONCIERGE  •  HOME WARRANTY AND HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE  •  PREVIEWS INTERNATIONAL  •  NEW HOMES  •  CAREERS
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Lady Raider Cagers Advance,
Top Summit, 61-57, in UCT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Heat Rises, Bulldogs Bite
In FSPY 30+ Hoops League

Raider Icemen Get 4th Seed
In Union County Playoffs

Blue Devils Finish First
In U.C. Ice Hockey League

The Westfield High School Blue
Devils Ice Hockey team captured first
place in the Union County Interscho-
lastic Athletic Conference league
standings on the strength of a 2-2 tie
with Summit Hilltoppers in
Westfield’s final game of the regular
season on February 15 at Warinanco
Rink in Roselle.

The tie enabled the Blue Devils to
finish the season undefeated in Union
County league play with a 10-0-2
record, one point ahead of defending
league champion Summit, which fin-
ished with a 9-0-3 mark. Barring any
upset in this week’s Union County
playoff tournament, the two teams
will square off in this Saturday’s league
championship scheduled for 6 p.m. at
Warinanco Rink. Summit emerged a
4-2 winner over Westfield in the 2010
championship final, giving the Blue
Devils all the motivation they need as
the team’s talented senior class takes a
final run at a league title.

The Blue Devils and the Hilltoppers
are about as evenly matched as two
teams can be, based on their two
meetings in league play this season.
Both games end in a 2-2 tie. In the

February 15 game, Summit’s Timmy
Yaeger and Westfield’s Nick
Attanasio traded first-period goals
before Blue Devil freshman standout
Dane Huber notched a power play
marker to put Westfield in front, 2-1,
at 4:04 of the middle frame. Five
minutes later, the Hilltoppers evened
the score at 2-2, when junior Michael
Nyitray scored with his team enjoy-
ing a man advantage. The remainder
of the game turned into a goaltending
battle between Westfield’s Stephen
Wronski and Summit’s Jason Stuckey
with both netminders registering 19
saves.

Wronski was a big factor in
Westfield’s 2-1 win over Bridgewater-
Raritan in a key non-conference game
on February 17 at the Woodbridge
Arena. Wronski stopped 24 shots en
route to helping Westfield improve
its overall record to 16-3-2. Attanasio
scored both Westfield goals, includ-
ing the winning tally with 5:40 re-
maining in the third period. Wronski
sealed the victory by withstanding an
offensive barrage by Bridgewater-
Raritan over the final five minutes of
the game.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey team was able to
squeeze in two non-league games
before the state deadline, but unfor-
tunately could not hold off a
Parsippany team also battling to
qualify and fell short of making the
state playoffs. With their county regu-
lar season over and their overall record
at 8-10-1, the Raiders needed two
wins to qualify.

The Raiders got a 3-0 jump on the
Red Hawks, then built a 4-1 lead
early in the second period, but
Parsippany added three more goals to
knot before the final period. With less
than two minutes remaining, the Raid-
ers caught a break when Parsippany

was whistled for a penalty. With a tie
meaning both teams would miss the
playoffs, Coach Matt Gualtieri took a
gamble and pulled his goalie for the
extra attacker. After some close shots,
the strategy backfired when
Parsippany gained control of the puck
and scored into an empty net.

The Raiders beat Hudson Catholic
the next day, 8-1, but it was all for
naught as the deadline caught up to
them. Saving their players for the county
playoffs, the Raiders played mostly
freshmen in their final regular season
game against Bayonne on their senior
night and lost, 9-0, to finish at 9-12-1.

The Raiders finished a strong fourth
in the county and played Arthur L.
Johnson in the first round of the county
playoffs last on February 21. The
fourth-seeded Raiders beat the fifth-
seeded Crusaders in their last meet-
ing and if they can pull off another
win, they would then play first-seed
and county regular season champ
Westfield.

Senior assistant captain/forward Ed
Logie made Second Team All-Union
County and senior captain/
defenseman Terrance White received
honorable mention.

The Raiders will be celebrating a
strongly improved season at their end-
of-year fundraising gala Friday, Feb-
ruary 25, at the Grand Centurion.

The Heat gained control of first
place with a 48-41 victory over the
Slams, while the Bulldogs growled,
48-24, over the Grizzlies.

Ian Brown of the Heat connected
on three, first-half, 3-pointers and
finished with 14 points to increase
the temperature in the gym. Team-
mate Jamal Berry scored 17 points
and added six rebounds to stay among
the league leaders in both categories.

The win pumped the Heat to first
place in the league with a record of
5-1.

Slams Jason Holley, who leads the
league in total points scored, total
rebounds, average points and re-
bounds per game, and minutes played
per game, slammed his way to 17

points and 10 rebounds. Dennis Wall
added seven points and three re-
bounds.

The Bulldogs, behind the surpris-
ing hot hand of Gene Tavera (21
points 9 rebounds), took a bite out of
the Grizzlies. As always, team leader
and captain Marlon Brown (13 points
7 rebounds) led the way with timely
assists and pretty buckets. Kubi
Koseglu protected the paint with 12
rebounds, allowing the Bulldogs to
run and gun their way to a victory.
Kevin Adams (10 points 9 rebounds)
spirited the Grizzlies throughout the
game. The Grizzlies fell to 2-4.

Play resumes February 27 at 10
and 11 a.m. with a 40+ All Star Game
to follow at noon. For more informa-
tion about the league, call the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains “Y” at (908)
889-8880.

2133 Cheyenne Way Scotch Plains, NJ 
A tranquil ambiance enlivened by hardwood floors, copi-
ous windows, and moldings is enhanced by numerous re-
cent updates to craft a lovely interior. The inviting foyer 
leads to the sun lit living room. Just beyond, the formal 
dining room adjoins the enclosed porch and fabulous up-
dated kitchen with granite counters & stainless steel ap-
pliances. Relax in the nearby family room with updated 
full bath or in the well-lit rec room. Three well-
proportioned bedrooms and an updated bath fill the sec-
ond floor. Other updates include central air, furnace, & 
paver patio. Presented for $499,000. Dir: Hetfield to 

Cheyenne
  

  

 Cathy Splinter, Sales Associate

 908-398-7200, Cellular
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1997 - 10R 

Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Westfield Office · 600 North  Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

Public Open House Sunday, February 27th 1-4pm

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

GUTTER CLEANING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

  

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Factory Showroom of NJ

Factory Showroom of NJ

Office: (908) 232-3500

Direct:   (908) 787-7370

Factory Showroom of NJ

305 South Avenue West

Westfield

Custom Cabinetry for the

Kitchen-Bath-Home

ELM STREET
SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

908-232-1937

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PT

REPAIR SPECIALIST
SHEETROCK TO PAINTING

LIC# 13VH06010100

HANDYMAN SERVICES

CALL PHIL SCALI
732-609-0786

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC

Goods & Services You NeedSingle Size: 10 Weeks $275

Double Size: 10 Weeks $425
 email PDF Ad to

sales@goleader.com

through the second quarter, but the
Raiders shifted to man defense and
won the quarter, 15-13, to trail, 32-
28, at the half.

Hilltoppers Nicole Johnson hit
three 3-pointers and Kate Martino hit
two in the first half, and both finished
the game with 19 points. Adding to
the Raiders’ despair, was the quick
hands of Kelly Osmulski, who con-

verted several steals to lay-ups and
finished the game with 17 points.

“That was a little bit of a problem
for us. We weren’t covering the ball.
We were throwing it away. We were
being really careless with it, but to-
wards the end we buckled down. We
were coming to the ball more often.
We were handling the ball a lot bet-
ter,” Peterson said. “After the second
quarter, we were down, and it clicked
to me that we can’t lose this game. We
beat them twice, so we have to beat
them a third time.”

The man defense and the attacking
the boards paid off and the Raiders
won the third quarter, 18-11, to take a
46-43 lead. The Hilltoppers responded
with five quick points to grab a 48-46
lead then Peterson and Klotz began
drawing fouls and sank their shots to
regain the lead, 53-48, with 3:51 on
the clock. The remainder of the game
resulted in a tradeoff of free throws.

Raider Renee Oliver finished with
eight rebounds (4 offensive) and two
points. Taylor Sebolao had five points.
Tara Sweeney had five points, two
rebounds and a blocked shot. Katie
Harper banged a 3-pointer, Alyssa
Riporti had two points, two assists
and a block, and Rebecca Kreyer had
an assist and a rebound.

“The 2-3 [zone defense] didn’t
seem to be working out very well.
They got us on the outside trap, be-
cause we weren’t getting over quickly
enough on the wing. We shifted to
man and I think we stepped it up,”
Klotz explained.

“We have been trying to mix it up.
We are capable of playing defense
man-to-man. I think we could do a
better job, playing zone. I think they
hurt us in a zone, so when we changed
that to man-to-man, we started to get
the confidence. We stayed with it,”
Coach Ryan said.
Summit 19 13 11 14 57
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 13 15 18 15 61

Union County Softball
Seeks New Players

The Union County Senior Softball
League seeks experienced players for
its competitive slow pitch softball sea-
son in both the 50+ Division (birth
year of 1961 or earlier) and the 60+
Division (birth year of 1951 or ear-
lier). Each of our 18 teams plays two
games per week, beginning in mid-
April and ending with league playoffs
in August. If interested, please send an
e-mail to UCSSL938@comcast.net or
call the UCSSL at (908) 232-0477.

St. Bart’s Softball
Seeks New Players

The St. Bartholomew Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League has several
spots open for men, over 30, who
want to join a great league. New
teams are chosen each year for the
slow-pitch league. The player draft is
April 15 and games will begin the
second week in May. It is a 22-game
season with a double elimination play-
off format. Individuals interested in
joining the league must act now.

Applications are available at Side-
line Sports in Scotch Plains and Fam-
ily Investors in Fanwood. An appli-
cation can also downloaded from the
league website at
www.stbartssoftball.com.

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Town Clerk of the
Town of Westfield, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, in the Town of Westfield
Municipal Building Court Room, 425 East
Broad Street on Tuesday, March 15th
2011, at 10:00 a.m. for:

CONCRETE WALKS, BAR-
RIER FREE RAMP, & GAS
PIPING AT MEMORIAL POOL

in accordance with Drawings and Speci-
fications prepared by Thomas DiGiorgio
Architecture, Westfield, New Jersey. No
bids shall be received after the time desig-
nated above.

Plans and Specifications will be avail-
able for pick up on Monday, February 28th
2011, at Westfield Recreation Department.

One set of complete documents may be
obtained upon the payment of One Hun-
dred Fifteen dollars ($115.00) per project
for each set. Deposits are non-refundable.
Drawings and Specifications are on file at
425 East Broad Street in the Recreation
office and may be examined and obtained
there between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and
4:00 P.M. daily except Saturday, Sunday
and holidays. Checks must be made pay-
able to the order of the “Town of
Westfield”. Bidders must use, and fully
complete the proposal pages included with
the specifications furnished by the Owner
and comply with all requirements attached
thereto, including the following:

1. An experience record of the bidder;
2. Certified Check or a Bid Bond in an

amount not less than 10% of the amount
for which the bid is submitted, but not in
excess of $20,000.00, furnished by a
Surety Company licensed to do business
in the State of New Jersey;

3. A Non-Collusion Affidavit;
4. A Consent of Surety;

5. Qualification Statement; and,
6. Ownership disclosure statement;
7. Affirmative Action Information.
8. New Jersey Business Registration

Certificate
Each bid must be submitted and en-

closed in a sealed envelope with the name
and address of the bidder and the project
title and contract number clearly shown on
the face of the envelope.

The bid shall be directed to the attention
of:

Town Clerk
Town of Westfield
Municipal Building

425 East Broad Street
Westfield, New Jersey 07090-2196

The Owner expressly reserves the right
to reject any or all bids, accept and enter
into contract with the lowest responsible
bidder for the project, or combined projects,
or to waive any informalities in the bids and
accompanying documents received,
should it be deemed to be in the best
interest of the Owner.

The Owner also reserves the right to
correct any erroneous mathematical com-
putations in any proposals submitted, and
to consider the bid on the basis of the
corrected total or totals. The written fig-
ures shall prevail over the numerical fig-
ures.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 (N.J.A.C.
17:27 et seq.) entitled “Law Against Dis-
crimination”.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1999, c. 39 (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-23.1 and 40A:11-23.2).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL. 1999, C.238 The Pub-
lic Works Contractor Registration Act.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 2004, c. 57 New
Jersey Business Registration Act.

M. Bruce Kaufmann,
Recreation Director

1 T - 2/24/11, The Leader Fee: $78.03

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional.  This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting; 53
Frontage Road, Suite 120, Clifton, New
Jersey 08809

SERVICES: Planning Services associ-
ated with the Area in Need of Rehabilita-
tion

TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
COST: $5,900
DATE: February 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional.  This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting; 53
Frontage Road, Suite 120, Clifton, New
Jersey 08809

SERVICES: Township Planner
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
DATE: February 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional.  This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Eric Morrell Esq.; 191
Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick, New
Jersey 08901

SERVICES: Alternate Public Defender
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
DATE: February 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 15th of Febru-
ary  2011.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-1

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII OF THE
TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED,
“ZONING” BY AMENDING
THE FOLLOWING SUBSEC-
TIONS: (I) 23-1.8 ENTITLED,
“DEFINITIONS” BY ADDING
THE DEFINITION OF “RES-
TAURANT/TAKE-OUT” TO
THE TOWNSHIP’S ALPHA-
BETICAL LIST OF TERMS
AND SEQUENTIALLY RE-
NUMBERING THE REMAIN-
ING DEFINITIONS; AND (II) 23-
3.11 ENTITLED, “ B-2 BUSI-
NESS ZONE” REGARDING
THE TYPES OF BUSINESSES
PERMITTED IN SAID ZONE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-2

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS, COUNTY OF UNION,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY RE-
ZONING THE 2,787 SQ. FT.
PORTION OF PROPOSED
LOT 12.09 IN BLOCK 15701
FROM THE R-1 ZONE DIS-
TRICT TO THE R-2A ZONE
DISTRICT.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $36.21
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

WF’s BARBER, KALIMTZIS WIN TITLES; COUGAR DiGIOVANNI WINS O.W.

Cougars, Bears Tie for District Mat Title,
Blue Devils Finish 3rd, Claim 2 Champs

McCOY, McKEARY NET 14 EACH; KLOTZ SINKS 12 PTS

Lady Cougar Cagers Outman
Raider Basketballers, 46-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven Cranford High School Cou-
gars stepped onto the mat in the cham-
pionship round and five stepped off
with titles, which gave them just
enough points to tie the Brearley Bears
(B) for the team championship with
194 points at the District 11 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 19.

The Westfield Blue Devils, who
claimed two champs and qualified
seven for the Region 3 Tournament,
were next with 146 points. Rahway
(R) placed fourth at 126, followed by
Linden (L) at 91.5, Elizabeth (E) at
67.5, Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) at
41, Newark Central (NC) at 9 and
Shabazz with 2.

Cougar Matt DiGiovanni picked
up his 97th career victory when he
pinned Blue Devil Colin Barber with
a wrist-and-arm bar in 3:35 to ad-
vance to the 145-lb finals.

“Colin kept coming at me, and I
knew I had to look for my one shot. I

hit a high crotch. On bottom, he lined
up on my other side, so I switched.
Then off the scramble, I caught his
arm and put it into an arm bar. I took
my time and set it up so it would be
perfect,” DiGiovanni described.

But DiGiovanni was not aware that
he was on the verge of playing the
starring role in the tournament in his
title bout with Brearley’s Dan Ries,
ranked fifth in the state and who could
be known as the “Master of the Tilt”.

“He beat me twice this year. I
watched a lot of tapes, tried to break
it apart and come back with a new
strategy this time and see if it is going
to work for me.”

It did! Just like he had done in an
upset victory over Seton Hall Prep’s
Lou Mascola, who was ranked fourth
at 140-lbs, at the Finn Tournament on
January 14, DiGiovanni warded off
Ries’ takedown attempt to carry a 2-
2 tie into overtime. He then took Ries
to the mat to grab a 4-2 victory and
the title. His win also earned him the
Outstanding Wrestler Award.

“He had beaten me handily twice
before. I knew I had to work as hard
as I could in each position to capture
the win. I brought my game. I hit each
point I needed to. I am happy, but we
still got regions. I’ve got to keep
wrestling,” DiGiovanni said.

Colin Barber kept his focus to claim
a 3-2 victory over Dan Walsh (R) and
earn a trip to the regions. Barber took
Walsh to the mat with a lateral drop,
added an escape in the second period
then controlled him from the top the
entire third period.

“The third period, I was up by one.
I was going to pick neutral, but I
decided to ride him out for the win,”
said Barber, who added, “I should try
to work harder to get him to his back.”

Blue Devil Christian Barber, ranked
second in the state at 152-lbs prior to
the tournament, recorded a 33-second
fall to reach the final to face an old foe
in Devin Geoghegan (B), whom he
had beaten twice before in very close
bouts. Each wrestler recorded an es-
cape in regulation then Barber scored
a double-leg takedown to win 3-1.

“I was going into this match really
confident. I said to myself I had to
win this match. There’s no way I can

lose this. He is definitely one of the
top wrestlers I have wrestled, maybe
the toughest, but I expect to beat him
every time,” Barber said.

Two Cougars made school history.
Cougar Joe Giaccio, after pinning

Dan Tibere (L) in 2:15 at 119-lbs, put
on a takedown clinic and added a tilt
near-fall to claim a 14-4, majority
decision over Anthony Madonia (B)
to capture his fourth District 11 title.

“It’s nice to be on the list of four-
time district champions. I worked
hard for it. I tied up his wrists when I
was on top. I worked all my turns, my
tilts, but I felt pretty good on my feet.
I took him down a few times again. I
started cutting him and letting him up
to get a bigger lead. With about 30
seconds left, I think I took him down
three times,” Giaccio said.

Cougar Kyle Markovitch prevailed,
8-0, over a very strong Dom Martinez
(B) to advance to the 130-lb finals.

“It was more difficult to set up my
shots and do what I needed to do. You
got to feel them out a little bit at first,
then see where they are strong and
see where their weaknesses were. It
just takes a little more time to set it
up,” Markovich said. “Aside from
that kid from Elizabeth [D’Ondre
Floyd], he was the strongest kid I
wrestled this year.”

In his title bout with Blue Devil
Nick Rotondo, Markovitch
“grapevined” his way to his fourth
district title with a 2:45 fall, using an
under hook and front arm bar. Before
the pin, Markovitch racked up back
points with a pair of grapevine-and-
throat hook maneuvers and a guillo-
tine.

“I am happy for Joe [Giaccio] and
I. We worked really hard for this
together throughout the four years. I
am glad our work paid off, but we

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Man” defense seemed to be the
fare for the “Play for Pink” high
school girls basketball game between
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Cranford
in Scotch Plain on February 18. The
18-4 Lady Cougars had their man
defense working a little more in a 46-
32 victory over the 14-9 Raiders.

Although the Cougars spread the
wealth in rebounds among the five
starters, guard Jess McCoy led with
seven rebounds and three steals, while
adding a blocked shot.

“We both played really tough man
defense. We stopped their inside
game, and I hope that we stopped
their outside game,” McCoy said.
“They started in a zone, but once they
went to man, we were just trying to
work our plays and work to the end,
so we get the best shot we could.”

The Cougars keyed on Raider for-
ward Aysia Peterson and guard Evie
Klotz. Peterson pulled 15 rebounds
(8 offensive) and finished with eight
points, two assists, two steals and a
blocked shot. Klotz led the Raiders
with 12 points (four 3-pointers). Tay-
lor Sebolao scored six points and
finished with three steals, two assists
and two rebounds.

“[Number 24 and 22]! [Klotz] is a
good outside shooter, and 24
[Peterson] is very strong with the ball
inside. She is very strong. Even if you
are boxing out, it doesn’t matter. She
will push you out of the way to get the
ball. Those were two girls that we
needed to make sure that we were in
the right spots on defense to help,”
Cougar Head Coach Jackie Dyer said.

“We had to definitely look out for
number 24 [Peterson], because she is
really strong on the boards. When she
gets the ball, she is pretty hard to
stop. Number 22 [Klotz], their point
guard, she started hitting those threes
at the end. [Number] 23 [Sebolao],
she’s also another shooter, and the
rest of their players are so fast,”
McCoy said.

Cougars Morgan Miller (2 steals,
blocked shot), Kate McGovern (2
blocked shots, steal) and Mairead
McKeary (steal) all had four re-
bounds, and Jenna Goeller (steal) had
five rebounds.

“That’s what we have they been
working on, defense and rebound-
ing,” Coach Dyer said.

Offensively, the Cougars were pa-
tient with the ball and worked it
around until they found an open per-
son.

“We have done a really good job
starting in practice, working on being
more patient on offense. There is no
reason to rush anything, especially at
the beginning of the game. Then to-
ward the end when you have a lead,
we want to keep the lead, so being
patient and not forcing anything is
key for us,” Coach Dyer said.

The result was an abundance of
assists. Miller finished with four as-
sists and finished with 12 points.
McCoy, who had an assist, sank 14
points. McGovern had two assists
and finished with four points, and
Goeller had an assist and two points,
but McKeary added three assists and
tied McCoy for the lead in scoring
with 14 points.

“I want to say that might have been
one of the best games she has had this
season,” Coach Dyer said of
McKeary. “She had three offensive
rebounds in the first half, which is
good, especially when she is a small
guard. She is a fighter. She went out
there, and she got it.”

“Mairead really stepped it up big
time. I think she started us off with
the lead. She was strong on the boards.
She had a lot of foul shots at the end.
She was really on today. She worked
really hard,” McCoy said.

Miller started the game with a 3-
pointer, and McKeary followed with
a pair of 2-pointers. Klotz nailed her
first 3-pointer, but the Cougars won
the first quarter, 11-9. The Cougars
followed with a 12-4, second quarter
to grab a 23-13 lead at the half.

Klotz buried her second 3-pointer,
and McCoy scored six points, but the
Raiders narrowly won the third quar-
ter, 10-9. Down by nine points, the
Raiders had to shoot from 3-point
range in the fourth quarter. Klotz hit
two 3-pointers, and Kate Harper (4
points, 2 rebounds) nailed one 3-
pointer. Fouling was also necessary,
and the Cougars went to the line and
sank eight of nine free throws to
ensure victory.
Cranford 11 12   9 14 46
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9   4 10   9 32

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FOUR-TIME DISTRICT 11 CHAMP…Cougar Joe Giaccio, right, defeated Brearley’s Anthony Madonia, 14-4, at 119-lbs
to capture his fourth District 11 crown. Teammate Kyle Markovich (130-lbs) also captured his fourth District 11 crown.

Cranford/SPF Girls Basketball & District 11 Wrestling

Are on printed portion of The Westfield Leader

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIBBLING BY HER DEFENDER…Cougar Jess McCoy, No. 20, attempts to dribble around Raider defender Aysia
Peterson in the Play for Pink game in Scotch Plains on February 18.
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Probitas Verus Honos

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Building Yesteryear Today

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Interior Renovations

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • BASEMENTS • MILLWORKING

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • RE-FIT EXISTING ROOMS

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com
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Cranford Cougars, Brearley Bears Tie; Blue Devils Finish 3rd at District 11 Mat Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

have a lot bigger fish to catch for the
regions and states. We are going to
enjoy the success a little bit, then we
are going to look forward to the big-
ger picture,” Markovich said.

Earlier, Rotondo recorded a 13-1
majority decision over Justin
Rodriguez (L) then he used a series of
head-and-arm walk-around
takedowns to grab a 13-4, majority
decision over Raider Dom Natale in
the semis.

“What really worked for me was
my coach really pushing me. That
extra toughness! That’s what it is!
Sometimes, you make little mistakes,
and you got to rebound from those
mistakes, make sure you correct
them,” Rotondo said.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis spent
less than two minutes to win his sec-
ond 103-lb championship when he
pinned Giovanni Fillipone with an

arm bar in 36 seconds in the semifi-
nals then pinned Nick Tekula (L) in
1:02 with a wrist-and-half nelson in
the finals.

“After all my experience in high
school, I will never take any match
for granted. You have to prepare for
every match. You got to get ready
mentally and physically,” Kalimtzis
said.

Cougar Mike Helmstetter recorded
a 2:47 pin then advanced to the 112-
lb finals by pinning James Thevenin
(E) with a cradle in 3:34. Thevenin
did, however, nearly catch
Helmstetter in headlock.

“It was hard to break him down the
first time. I tried a tight waist and
ankle. It didn’t work, so I tried chop-
ping the arm to put him in a bar. I got
some back points, but I couldn’t pin

him. When I tried it again, his head
popped up, so I just grabbed it,”
Helmstetter explained.

Helmstetter really turned on the
burners in the title bout with Isaac
Valentin (R) to claim an 11-1, major-
ity decision.

“This is definitely one of the best
matches I have had all year. Once I
got him down, I had to hold onto that
tight waist,” Helmstetter said.

Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, nursing
an injured knee, pinned Christian
Simoes (E) in 1:41, then added a
cushion with a two-point tilt en route
to a 4-1 victory over Raider Mike
Steinfeld to reach the 140-lb final.

“I had to stay out a few weeks and
worked some occasional mobility in
my knee. My conditioning might be a
little less than I wanted. I can’t really
control too much about my knee, but
I just worked through it,” Skibitsky

said. “He is a good wrestler. He’s
tough to take down even if you are
100 percent healthy. Once I got that
half [nelson], I knew I was in good
position to win the match.”

Skibitsky had to forfeit the title
bout to Nick Lospinoso (B). Steinfeld
regrouped to place third with an 8-1
decision over Cougar Eric Knight.

Cougar JP Christiano recorded a
1:08 fall in the 160-lb quarterfinals,
then used an arm bar to pin Blue
Devil Mike DeLouisa in 3:17 to reach
the finals to face Travis Foster (L).
Christiano won, 7-1, but one of his
reversals resembled more of a
takedown.

“I stood up and his leg was right in
front of me, so I thought, go for the
takedown right there. When I lift my
guys, I have a lot more control, be-
cause they are not able to react as
well,” Christiano said.

Raider heavyweight Anthony Tufaro
pinned Cougar Ryan Farrell in 47
seconds, then used a half nelson and a
body press to pin Blue Devil Kyle
Kania in 3:32 to advance to the final to
face top-seeded Austin Frank (L).

“I got the arm, and he had his
shoulder up, so I had to get that [arm]
under him. Once I got under him, I
caught his head, and he went over,”
Tufaro said of his bout with Kania.

Looking ahead to his championship
bout with Frank, “Tufaro said, “I
wrestled him before. I lost 4-1. He is a
good wrestler, and I hope not to make
the mistake that I made before.”

Tufaro did not make that particular
mistake, and he was entangled in a 2-
2 tie late in the third period, but his
second warning for stalling awarded
Frank a penalty point and a 3-2 win.

After recording a 1:57 fall at 125-
lbs, Cougar Ian Henry recorded two
reversals, an escape, a takedown and
finally a two-point tilt to defeat Adrian
Betancourt (L) in the semis.

“I lost to him in districts last year.
He teched me then he caught me in a
cradle this year. I knew I had to get
him this time. Always say third time
is a charm! I worked my legs, but I
tried not to get in too much trouble,”
Henry said.

In the 125-lb championship bout,
Henry came up on the short side of an
11-1, majority decision to Anthony
Rice (B).

Blue Devil Ellis Opoku, after los-
ing a 5-3, overtime heartbreaker to
D’Ondre Floyd (E) in the 135-lb
semis, rebounded to record three
takedowns, a reversal, an escape and
a penalty point to grab a 10-1, major-
ity decision over Lamar Cooper (L)
to advance to the regions.

“I focused on the match. My
mindset was on the mat. I tried to
wear him down. I knew he was going
to break down after the first couple of
minutes,” Opoku said.

Blue Devil Kieran Cline bounced
back from a 4-0 setback to Anthony
Tancs (B) in the 189-lb semis to de-
feat Cougar Rob Kessler, 6-3, for
third place and a trip to the regions.
Cline did, however, spot Kessler two
points when he missed on a takedown
attempt in the first period.

“I was trying to do the throw-by, but
I should have gotten more motion.
Instead, I threw him into my leg,”
Cline explained. “I had to win this
match or I was done for the season.”

Cougar Corey Markovitch, wres-
tling up two weight classes, recorded
a 5:30 pin, then “squeezed” out a 3-2
decision over Blue Devil Erik
Gozdieski to reach the 171-lb finals
where he dropped a 13-1, majority
decision to Dillon Geoghegan, who
was ranked seventh in the state.

Cougar Ray El-Khoury placed third
at 215-lbs with a 3-1 decision over
Chris Gonzalez (L), and Cougar Head

Coach Darren Torsone received the
District 11 Coach of the Year Award.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
189: — Maurice McCullers (E) md Tancs
(B), 13-4
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) d Greg Rice
(B), 6-1
Hwt: — Frank (L) d Tufaro (S), 3-2
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Tekula (L), 1:02
112: — Helmstetter (C) md Valentin (R),
11-1
119: — Giaccio (C) md Madonia (B), 14-
4
125: — Rice (B) md Henry (C), 11-1
130: — Markovich (C) p Rotondo (W),
2”45
135: — Justin Becker (R) d Floyd (E), 8-
4
140: — Lospinoso (B) won forfeit over
Skibitsky (W)
145: — DiGiovanni (C) d Ries (B), 4-2 OT
152: — Barber (W) d Geoghegan (B), 3-
1 OT
160: — Christiano (C) d Foster (L), 7-1
171: — Geoghegan (B) md Markovich
(C), 13-1

THIRD PLACE ROUND:
103: — Eric Melendez (R) p Giovanni
Fillipone (B), 0:24
112: — Dylan Oliva (B) d James
Thevenin (E), 2-1
119: — Delwin Gabriel (NC) d Daniel
Tibere (L), 4-2
125: — Adrian Betancourt (L) p Tyler
Zihlbauer (R), 0:42
130: — Dom Martinez (B) md Dom Natale
(S), 10-2
135: — Ellis Opoku (W) md Lamar Coo-
per (L), 10-1
140: — Mike Steinfeld (S) d Eric Knight
(C), 8-1
145: — Colin Barber (W) d Danny Walsh
(R), 3-2
152: — Diego Chavez (R) p Jim Dwyer
(C), 2:56
160: — Brian Pyrus (R) d Mike DeLouisa
(W), 9-3
171: — Ezekiel Villafava (E) p Erik
Gozdieski (W), 0:29
189: — Kieran Cline (W) d Rob Kessler
(C), 6-3
215: — Ray El-Khoury (C) d Chris
Gonzalez (L), 3-1
Hwt: — Laziek Jones (R) d Kyle Kania
(W), 5-2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN OPENING…Blue Devil Mike DeLouisa, right, looks for an opening in Rahway Indian Brian Pyrus’
stance during the 160-lb third-place bout. Pyrus won, 9-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING AN ARM BAR, TIGHT WAIST…Cougar Mike Helmstetter, top, works an arm bar, tight waist on Rahway’s
Isaac Valentin in the 112-lb championship bout. Helmstetter won an 11-1, majority decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCHING HIM WITH A PETERSON…Cougar JP Christiano, top, catches Linden Tiger Travis Foster with a Peterson
roll in the 160-lb title bout. Christiano captured the title with a 7-1 decision.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING WRIST CONTROL…Blue Devil Kieran Cline, top, tries to control Cougar Rob Kessler’s wrists in the 189-lb
third-place bout. Cline won, 13-4.

Use Someone Personal This Year For Your Taxes

MICHAEL SERICO, CPA

Serico & Dubnik, PC

636 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

908-228-2113
www.sdcpanj.com

Michael@sdcpanj.com

Free Initial Consultation

See all District 11
Tournament place winners
in every weight class,
Outstanding Wrestler &
District 11 Coach of Year
on pages 3 & 4.

*****
Also see Cranford and
Garwood Education &
story of Biggest Losers who
appeared at Cranford High
School on page 5

Click “Photo Library”
for more pictures
11feb19-dist-wrest
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District 11 Place Winners and Region 3 Mat Tournament Qualifiers

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
103-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Nick Tekula (Linden – 2nd), Mike Kalimtzis (Westfield – 1st), Eric
Melendez (Rahway – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
112-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Isaac Valentin (Rahway – 2nd), Mike Helmstetter (Cranford – 1st),
Dylan Oliva (Brearley – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
119-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Anthony Madonia (Brearley – 2nd), Joe Giaccio (Cranford – 1st),
Delwin Gabriel (Newark Central – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
125-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Ian Henry (Cranford – 2nd), Anthony Rice (Brearley – 1st), Adrian
Betancourt (Linden – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
130-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Nick Rotondo (Westfield – 2nd), Kyle Markovich (Cranford – 1st),
Dom Martinez (Brearley – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
135-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…D’Ondre Floyd (Elizabeth – 2nd), Justin Becker (Rahway – 1st), Ellis
Opoku (Westfield – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
140-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Troy Skibitsky (Westfield – 2nd), Joe Lospinoso (Brearley – 1st),
Mike Steinfeld (Scotch Plains-Fanwood – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTSTANDING WRESTLER…Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz, left, presents the Outstanding Wrestler Award to
Cougar Matt DiGiovanni, the 145-lb champion.

Cranford Cougars & Brearley Bears Share District 11 Crown

Click “Photo Library”
for more pictures
11feb19-dist-wrest
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District 11 Place Winners and Region 3 Mat Tournament Qualifiers

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
145-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Dan Ries (Brearley – 2nd), Matt DiGiovanni (Cranford – 1st), Colin
Barber (Westfield – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
152-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Devin Geoghegan (Brearley – 2nd), Christian Barber (Westfield –
1st), Diego Chavez (Rahway – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
160-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Travis Foster (Linden – 2nd), JP Christiano (Cranford – 1st), Brian
Pyrus (Rahway – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
171-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Cory Markovich (Cranford – 2nd), Dillon Geoghegan (Brearley –
1st), Ezekiel Villafava (Elizabeth – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
189-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Anthony Tancs (Brearley – 2nd), Maurice McCullers (Elizabeth –
1st), Kieran Cline (Westfield – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
215-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Greg Rice (Brearley – 2nd), Urayoan Garcia (Rahway – 1st), Ray
El-Khoury (Cranford – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
285-LB DISTRICT 11 CHAMP AND QUALIFIERS…Anthony Tufaro (Scotch Plains-Fanwood – 2nd), Austin Frank
(Linden – 1st), Laziek Jones (Rahway – 3rd).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISTRICT 11 COACH OF YEAR…Cougar Head Coach Darren Torsone, right, the District 11 Coach of the Year, stands
with Matt DiGiovanni.

Westfield Blue Devils Place Third – Claim Two Champions

Click “Photo Library”
for more pictures
11feb19-dist-wrest
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‘The Biggest Loser’ Duo Talk Grit and
Determination at Cranford High School

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Last Thursday,
NBC’s Season 10 “The Biggest
Loser” “At Home Winner” Mark
Pinhasovich and his cousin Merav
Fiorella, who appeared regularly on
the show, paid a visit to Cranford
High School, Merav’s alma mater, to
talk to students about weight gain,
weight loss and the long road in be-
tween.

The pair, who collectively lost more
than 300 pounds, presented the stu-
dents and faculty with a slide show
documenting their journey and the
contributing factors to their weight
gain, as well as the driving factors
behind their weight loss. The presen-
tation was, in part, to inspire others to
lead healthy lifestyles. It also gave
Merav, who graduated in 1986, an
opportunity to give back to her school.

Mark, who graduated in 1997 from
Jonathon Dayton High School in
Springfield where he currently re-
sides, was living in East Brunswick
when casting for the show began.
Merav, whose husband is in the mili-
tary, was living in Phoenix, Ariz. Both
had accumulated extra pounds over
the years, but their busy lifestyles and
lack of know-how made it difficult to
take them off. When it was announced
that Season 10 would be filmed on a

ranch in Phoenix, both felt it was
meant to be.

 Mark had auditioned several times
before but was not chosen as a con-
testant until Season 10. Merav audi-
tioned along side her cousin for Sea-
son 10 but was not selected as a
contestant.

Merav told The Westfield Leader
and The Times that during the intense
fitness oriented tryout, she saw a de-
termination in Mark that she had never
seen before. At one point, when the
reality show hopefuls were asked to
get on a stage and reveal their bodies
by taking off their shirts, she thought
to herself, “Mark won’t do it.” She

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIGGEST WINNER...“The Biggest Loser” “At Home Winner,” Mark
Pinhasovich, second from left, and cousin Merav Fiorella, far right, pose with
teachers and students at Cranford High School after a presentation documenting
their weight loss on the hit show.

explained that after Mark became
overweight – he weighed 421 pounds
at the start of the show – he wouldn’t
even take his shirt off at her back-
yard pool.

“When he took his shirt off [on the
stage] I knew things would never be
the same again,” she said. “You may
not understand it, you may not be
able to relate to it, but that was the
moment for him.”

Mark considered that to be a defin-
ing moment for him as well. “It was
that moment when I was standing
there without a shirt on, I knew I was
never going to be fat again,” Mark
said.

Season 10 aired on September 21,
2010. Contestants lived on the ranch,
which was nestled in the desert sur-
rounded by nothing but mountains
and plenty of trails. There was ample
opportunity for outdoor exercise.
Contestants also endured two and a
half hour non-stop supervised work-
outs every day.

While on the ranch, contestants,
who wear calorie-counting monitors,
exercise five to six hours a day. “At
that point it was a job,” Mark said
about losing weight. “I went to work
everyday.”

Although Mark’s “job” while on
the show was to lose weight, the tim-
ing of the show couldn’t have been

more perfect in terms of his career. “I
was working as a financial advisor. It
was perfect timing,” he said referring
to the economic downswing.

After learning that Mark had been
selected for the show, Merav, a mother
of three ages 20, 15 and 6, decided
that even though she wouldn’t be on
the ranch, she was going to loose the
more than 100 extra pounds she had
accumulated.

“I didn’t have a Bob or a Jillian,”
Merav said, referring to the shows
personal trainers Bob Harper and
Jillian Michaels. “I did it all on my
own.” Her husband was deployed
when her weight loss journey began.

She watched the show, which gives
viewers tips and strategies for losing
weight, and followed a strict diet and
exercise regimen. When her husband
returned home a few months later he
was definitely surprised. “He was
like, ‘wow!’ ” Merav said.

Impressed with her success, Merav
was asked by producers to make sev-
eral guest appearances on the show,
which she did in episodes 9, 10 and
11. “I was very much a part of the
show,” she said.

During the slide show, which in-
cluded pictures of Mark and Merav
before, during and after the show, Mark
lingered on one slide longer than oth-
ers. It was a group shot of the cast with
tennis star Maria Kozhevnikova. “We
got to play tennis with Maria
Kozhevnikova,” Mark said dreamily.
“Yeah, that was a good day.”

According to Mark, he was elimi-
nated on the last episode before the
finale because he was “too big of a
threat.” When he weighed in at the
finale, his theory proved correct. Los-
ing a total of 213 pounds, he was the
biggest loser. The winner, Patrick
House, lost a total of 181 pounds.
Mark was ineligible for the $250,000
grand prize, but as the “At Home
Winner,” he took home a check for
$100,000.

Both Mark and Merav agree that
“The Biggest Loser” is “the most real
reality show out there.” Mark admit-
ted that editing does play a part in
how the episode appears on TV, but
regarding the drama, back-stabbing
and manipulation that occurs between
contestants, “what you see did hap-
pen. They have it on film.”

One downside to extreme weight
loss that both Mark and Merav are
facing are the folds of extra skin left
behind after the weight comes off.
Mark said they wrap contestants with
tape on the show to give them a sleeker
look. Both Mark and Merav are final-

izing plans with a plastic surgeon to
have the extra skin removed. They
have been in contact with a Beverley
Hills doctor that will likely  perform
the surgery. Television host and medi-
cal guru, Dr. [Mehmet] Oz has ex-
pressed interest in documenting their
procedures, before, during and after,
for his daily televised talk show.

Merav confessed to The Leader
and The Times, “I was delusional and
in denial[about her weight gain.] I
thought I could just add a little make-
up [to hide the weight.] I didn’t see
what I looked like.”

She now runs daily admitted that if
by the end of the day she hasn’t
exercised, “you will find me on the
treadmill at 11 at night.” Merav is
currently training for a marathon and
stated that she would like to incorpo-
rate a fundraiser into it somehow to
“raise funds for Cranford High
School.”

 “Celebrate all your little accom-
plishments,” Mark told the crowd
referring to the fact that he celebrated
every single pound he lost. “Don’t
get hung up on the number on the
scale.”  He admitted to being “ob-
sessed with muscle.”

Currently, Mark and Merav make
guest appearances as motivational
speakers at schools, gyms and
YMCAs.

His speaking engagements hold
him accountable for staying fit. “You
can’t be 420 pounds and talk about
fitness,” he said.

After the presentation, students and
teachers crowded around the pair
seeking autographs and pictures.
Emily Donahue, a dance teacher at
the high school said she was ecstatic
when she heard Mark and Merav
would be speaking at the school stat-
ing, “I just love the show.”

To see clips of Mark and Merav on
“The Biggest Loser” Season 10, visit
hulu.com.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STAR STRUCK...Kevin Brodie, a junior at Cranford High School, gets an
autograph from Merav Fiorella. Kevin promised his mother he would get her the
autograph because “she is obsessed with the show.”

University of Scranton
Announces Dean’s List

SCRANTON, PA - The University
of Scranton has announced its Dean’s
List, which recognizes students for
academic excellence during the 2010
fall semester. Students at the Jesuit
university must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a mini-
mum number of credit hours to make
the Dean’s List.

Kelly McHale of Berkeley Heights
is a senior Elemenatry Education/
Early Childhood Education major;
Emily Gardner of Cranford is a se-
nior Occupational Therapy major;
Stacey Legg of Garwood is a senior
Community Health Education ma-
jor; Kristen Whritenour of
Mountainside is a sophomore Bio-
chemistry major; Christina Cognetti
of Westfield is a junior Occupational
Therapy major; Rose Driscoll of
Westfield is a junior Occupational
Therapy major; Ariel Mone of
Westfield is a junior Counseling and
Human Services major.

UCC Announces College for
Kids and Teens Courses

CRANFORD – This spring, Union
County College is offering the Col-
lege for Kids (CFK) program. CFK is
a program for children and teens,
which is an opportunity for them to
explore different subjects through
structured activities in a positive en-
vironment. This program can also
lead its participants to improve their
social skills through working together
with peers.

The activities are based on real
world experiences, which can im-
prove their practical understanding
of the work they are doing and can
apply it to real life. The instructors
work closely with the students, pro-
viding, positive feedback, and en-
couraging the students to have a good
time and to keep learning.

Many courses begin on March 5
and run through May. Classes are

held on Saturday mornings from 8:50
a.m. to 12 p.m. However, the work-
shop, “Lego Star Wars and Motor-
ized Machines” will be held on March
5, and 12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuition varies for each course.

A highlight of the spring classes
being offered include a Test Prep
Series in which test preparation for
NJ ASK for grades three and four,
grades five and six, and grades seven
and eight, are available. A new course
being offered covers only the science
section on the NJ ASK grade eight
exam. Courses on the High School
Proficiency Assessment Preparation
course (HSPA), Pre-SAT Critical
Thinking Skills, and SAT prepara-
tion in both math and verbal/reading/
writing are also being offered. All
classes begin on March 5.

For those who want to learn more
about the spring courses offered later
in the semester and the summer pro-
gram, the Division of Continuing
Education will be hosting an Open
House on March 12, beginning at 10
a.m. on the College’s Cranford cam-
pus. Parents of kids from ages five
through 12, or teens ages 13 and 14,
are welcome to this event to meet the
staff and instructors, ask questions,
and register for a wide range of
courses. They include different types
of activities such as end of course
assessment review, arts and crafts,
sciences, reading, writing, and many
others, which will provide joy and
entertainment in a learning environ-
ment.

For more information, e-mail
College4Kids@ucc.edu or call (908)
709-7600. Union County College is
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. For more information on
Union County College visit ucc.edu.

“Souper Bowl of Caring” Creates
Positive Impact on Community

GARWOOD - The Garwood Pub-
lic Schools held their fourth annual
“Soup”er Bowl Monday event on
February 7. They joined the move-
ment that is transforming Super
Bowl weekend into the nation’s
largest youth-led weekend of giv-
ing and serving.

“Souper Bowl of Caring” equips
and mobilizes schools to positively
impact their communities by col-
lecting money or food on or near

SUPER STUDENTS…Lincoln School student council
members pose by the food that the school collected.

Super Bowl weekend. By using the
event as a time to help others, the
students are learning about the re-
alities of hunger in their own neigh-
borhoods and are turning one of the
nation’s universal times of celebra-
tion and parties into an opportunity
to care for those in need.

While America turned its atten-
tion to football for Super Bowl XLV,
more than a quarter of a million
young people across the country,

turned their atten-
tion to helping oth-
ers by collecting
more than 500 food
items. All food
items that were col-
lected were donated
to a local food pan-
try.

In 2010, 14,500
organizations col-
lected over $10 mil-
lion and every
penny went to local
organizations that
help people in need.

LINCOLN SCHOOL

Honor  Roll
GARWOOD - The following Lin-

coln School students have been named
to the Honor Society or the Honor
Roll for the Second Marking Period
of the 2010-2011 school year:

Honor Society
Grade 5 - James Duffey, Jessica

Knowles, Kyra McDevitt
Grade 6 - Elizabeth Archer, Eric

Carlson, Martin Herman, Kayleigh
Pender, Zachary Sluka, Sean Stouffer,
Larissa Vena

Grade 7 - Michael Banek, Joseph
Brecht, Kimberly Knowles, Andrew
Resetar, Gabriella Sluka

Grade 8 - Monica Archer, Meagan
Beriont, Alyssa Beyer, Daniel Courtney,
Dayna Gallucci, Katarina Hermanova,
Brian Maher, Salma Mahmoud, Zachary
Simanski.

Honor Roll
Grade 5 - Victoria Archer, Chey-

enne Black, Carrie Bree, Victor
DeFilippo, Cheyenne Doggett, Bran-
don Domingues, Grace Duffy, Jessie
Friedman, Emma Knutson, Andrew
Kuhtik, Alyssa Matos, Thomas
McMahon, Emma Mehalick, Victoria
Napolitano, Niko Nordstrom, Casey
Pender, Samantha Perednia, Anthony
Petruzelli, Eric Sinnicke, John Taylor,
Ross Wildes

Grade 6 - Asani Dvorsky, Emmanuel
Flitsanov, Rosario Guerriero, Madison
Law, Jessica Moore, Daniella Pacella,
Christopher Lipari Pazienza, Alison
Price, Kelly Sullivan

Grade 7 - Cailey Adamson, Sean
Baron, Jacqueline DeFilippo, Anthony
Furci, Austin Graham, Erika Groning,
Patrick Hak, Karina Joyner, Nathan
Kramer, Kayla McMillan, Elizabeth
Meagher, Molly Mehalick, Emma
Neuberger, Luke Pak, Colleen Staba,
Jenna Staines, Angelo Villaraut,
Michael Woitkowski

Grade 8 - Mark Barranger, Amanda
Brown, Jake Burkert, Harry Cancel,
Sara Diwane, Nino Galluzzo, Michael
Lesniewski, Ian McGuire, Kaitlin
McGuire, Toniann Pallone, Vanessa
Rosky, Christina Tempio, Scott Tombs,
Caitlin Twaddle.

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.
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Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
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“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

WESTFIELD...Feast your eyes. This immaculate home is open and ready for
inspection. Built in 1914, this handsome Colonial is situated on a rare 124’ x
135’ lot just around the corner from Wilson Elementary School and under a mile
to NYC Train & Bus. The original detail has been well preserved and touts
gleaming maple floors, rich chestnut trim, dual fireplace & a stained glass window.
All the rooms are large making this stunning home the perfect place to entertain
family and friends. The first floor Family Room is filled with natural daylight as it
boasts windows on 3 sides. The Eat-in Kitchen is stunning with the natural
daylight showing off the white cabinetry, white counters, & white tile backsplash.
Three oversized windows overlook the expansive property. In all there are 5
Bedrooms, 2 ½ Baths, and a  2 Car Garage. Offered at: $750,000.

CRANFORD. With the style and charm of an older home, but with extensive care and
renovation, the word that comes to mind to describe this home is IMPECCABLE. Well
located on a quiet street that personifies that “special neighborhood feeling”, this Colonial
is strategically located near the bike path in the heart of the Orange Avenue School
District  The Living Room’s focal point is the wood burning fireplace. The tastefully
updated eat-in Kitchen boasts granite countertops, under-cabinet lighting, floating shelves,
a tumbled marble backsplash, Kitchen-Aid appliances and features a back door that
leads to a spacious deck. The comfortable floor plan offers a nice flow from one room to
the other. Upstairs, the Bathroom was completely renovated in 2008 with warm tile
floors. The lovely private fenced-in yard overlooks the 1 car detached garage and the
driveway that is accessed from a neighboring street. This 3 Bedroom Colonial is a
smart move at $450,000. Call Faith for a personal tour.

WESTFIELD...In the Heart of the City. With a postcard view of picturesque
downtown Westfield this luxury condo is situated close to shopping, restaurants,
banks, supermarkets and the NYC Train. Can you imagine a life with no more
snow to shovel? Life is more fun when someone else takes care of your
maintenance. This enormous 2 Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath apartment encompasses the
entire second floor. With exposures from every direction and ample windows,
this apartment is always sunny! In city parking is no problem with a two car
attached garage. The dumb waiter makes bringing home the groceries a breeze!
Offered at $509,000.

Open House: Sunday February 27th • 1-4pm
219 North Chestnut Street

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  •  Owned & operated by NRT LLC.

VIRGINIA GARCIA, Sales Associate

Multi-Million Dollar Club • President’s Circle

NJAR® Circle Of Excellence, 2007 - 2010

CELL: (201) 259-8291 • OFFICE: (908) 233-5555 X 219

VIRGINIA.GARCIA@CBMOVES.COM • WWW.VIRGINIAGARCIA.NET

WESTFIELD-

CHARMING EXPANDED CAPE ON TRANQUIL CUL-DE-SAC

921 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, WESTFIELD

 

           Radiating quintessential Westfield charm, this wonderful Center Hall 
Colonial residence, circa 1915, combines a splendid mix of comfortable   
formality, vintage charm, and all the modern amenities you are looking for!  
Offering 9 spacious rooms in impeccable condition, classic moldings and 
architectural detail, high ceilings, expansive windows, and gleaming wood 
floors,  this very spacious home enjoys 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, large family 
room, and newer kitchen and baths.  Other recent updates include roof, 
heat, central air, windows, electric, driveway, and so much more. The wide 
veranda style porch sweeping across the front just adds to this home’s     
appeal. This exceptional new offering is location perfect—so close to  
Westfield’s superb schools, fine shopping, and commuter transportation.           
                                                      Offered at $1,075,000. 

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 

Carol Tener 
NJAR Circle of Excellence—1984-2010 

Call Direct:  (908) 233-2243 
600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 

Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  

by NRT Incorporated. 

Linda Stender Is Neither Fairest Nor
Most Honest in The Land of Politics

Americans Should Look to Recycle
Our Waste Whenever Possible

I don’t think that I will get over the
waste of America and the wastefulness of
us Americans. This was recently driven
home again as I read about all the litter –
mostly plastic water bottles, plastic bags
and packaging — being discovered as the
snow melts. We are the most wasteful
country on Earth and I wonder what will
it take to make us change – as a person, as
a people, and as a country.

I have told friends in the restaurant and
sanitation businesses that their jobs are
two that I do not think I could ever work
because of the waste they see every day.
Every day I walk or bike to/from the
Garwood train station I see and pick-up
plastic water bottles, soda cans, and li-
quor bottles, and recycle them at the
station recycling containers. Every day I
pick them up, every next day there are
more. Do we not realize that everything
we drop at the curb ends up down in the
sewers and into our drinking supply? Is it
that hard to find a recycling receptacle?

Have you ever really looked at what
we throw away via our garbage pick-ups?
The amount is simply unbelievable. I
know people who put out two cans of
garbage on Sunday, and then another one
on Wednesday! What do we do? Manu-
facture garbage during the week? A lot of
what we throw away should be recycled.
I was amazed when I heard a commercial
about how many toilet paper roll inserts
get thrown away, and how this company
was making a roll that did not have an
insert. Seriously? We haven’t thrown
away an insert in years; they’re made of
cardboard and get recycled! All polysty-
rene that comes with electronics can be
recycled. And wood! The environmental
side of me goes crazy when I receive
Sierra Club requests to send an e-mail to

the National Forest Service to halt the
logging of redwood trees and then I see
lumber being thrown out at the curb. I am
sure that someone can make a for-profit
business if they can figure out how to
collect and reuse that wood. It’s a gold
mine for some entrepreneur!

All this waste is also making me ques-
tion our priorities. There are some in my
hometown who see nothing strange about
voting against a school budget, but then
supporting a tax bill to provide for bulk
pickup. Has getting rid of our useless
material waste really become more im-
portant than educating our children?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

I suppose one of the worst labels one can
be burdened with in life and especially in
politics is that of “hypocrite.” The latest
politician to assume this ignominious mantle
is none other than Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-Fanwood), who, in her recent
rant against Governor Chris Christie’s con-
ditional veto of a Democrat-sponsored civil
service reform bill, left herself exposed to
some well-deserved criticism.

Ms. Stender used the children’s fairy
tale “The Emperor’s New Clothes” as a
metaphor to attack our governor’s vigor-
ous campaign to reform New Jersey gov-
ernment. How dare he veto this bill when
he has been touting civil service reform as
an integral part of his government reform
package? She claimed, “The changes we
made to our civil service system were
designed to create a more flexible and
open system while protecting the public
from corruption and patronage.” Perhaps
she should have better used the magic
mirror employed by the wicked queen in
the story of “Snow White” to understand
that she is neither the fairest nor the most
honest in the land.

Governor Christie exercised his condi-
tional veto on the Democrat legislation
because, as he put it, the legislation failed to
include “the critically needed opt-out and
furlough options” for local governments.
He went on to say, “This bill (A-3590)
represents tepid, ineffective and meaning-
less change. I proposed real reform, which
would give local officials another tool to
constrain property taxes. The Legislature
has sent me special interest approved “re-
form” that will do nothing to constrain
property taxes. The time for real reform of
civil service is overdue. I cannot and will
not sign this bill in this form.”

So, Assemblywoman Stender in her
diatribe presented only part of the picture
in an attempt to put one over on the public.
But, it’s worse. Consider the following:

Linda Stender is a long-time politician.
She served on the Fanwood Borough Council
from 1988-1990 and then as Fanwood’s
mayor from 1992-1995. Fanwood was not a

civil service municipality then nor is it now.
If civil service participation is such an
important tool to prevent corruption and
patronage, why didn’t Councilwoman
Stender or Mayor Stender advocate for it in
her community?

Patronage? Honestly, Mrs. Stender!
After being elected as Assemblywoman in
2001, Linda Stender was hired to a
$60,000+ pension padding job as a
“volunteer coordinator” by the same Union
County government she had just left as an
elected freeholder. She later became
Runnells Hospital Foundation director at
a taxpayer-funded salary of over $72,000,
for a non-profit organization that
apparently never raised over $10,000
during her stewardship.

Patronage? Puh-lease, Mrs. Stender! In
2009 Mrs. Stender wrangled behind the
scenes with the Corzine Administration
for a $ix-figure position with the New
Jersey Board of Public Utilities.
Fortunately, Union County Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. blocked this patronage
appointment because the candidate simply
wasn’t qualified.

In her 10 years in the General Assembly,
Linda Stender has been a reliable vote for
both the McGreevey and Corzine
Administrations. Her votes have led directly
to more than $6 billion in tax and fee
increases that have crushed the state
economy, caused businesses to flee the
state, and led to untold thousands of job
losses. Now that we finally have a governor
in office willing to take on the special
interests that have led to New Jersey’s
economic fiasco, hypocritical
Assemblywoman Linda Stender wants us
to believe that the “emperor has no clothes”?

Mirror, mirror, Mrs. Stender. Mirror,
mirror.

Martin L. Marks
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: Martin Marks, a former
Scotch Plains mayor, was a candidate for
the State Assembly in 2009, and State
Senate in 2003 in Legislative District 22.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/3/11, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 EB, From Vauxhall Road to Highland Avenue, Safety Improvement
Contract No. 056098005; Union Township, Union County;

Federal Project No: STP-0040(172) UPC NO: 098005; DP No: 11101
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of

Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/10/11, 2/17/11 and 2/24/11, The Leader Fee: $177.48

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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Franklin Fundraiser Set for
March 5 at Shackamaxon

WESTFIELD - Franklin Elemen-
tary school is holding its annual Par-
ent Teacher Organization (PTO) fund-
raiser “Bash” on Saturday, March 5,
beginning at 7 p.m., at Shackamaxon
Country Club.

The evening will include wine and
beer tasting, gourmet buffet dinner,
DJ music and dancing, a live and silent
auction, and a dessert and coffee sta-
tion at the end of the evening.

The cost for tickets to the event are
$60. All the funds generated from this
event will benefit the Franklin School’s
playground improvement project,
known as the “Field of Dreams”.

 The “Field of Dreams” project will
improve the school’s current outdoor
play area to accommodate more chil-
dren. There are three phases to the
project: Phase one was completed last
June with ten outdoor tables installed
for students and teachers to use for
outdoor instruction and recess gather-
ings; Phase two will expand the cur-
rent playground area adding tether-
ball courts and new swings and will
also expand the current basketball
courts and add more four square game
areas near the playground; Phase three
will add additional playground equip-
ment beside the school’s Habitat Gar-
den.

 The Franklin PTO’s Bash commit-
tee has been working hard at obtaining
donations from various local estab-
lishments and has received many gen-
erous donations from most local busi-
nesses.

 “So far we have many exciting

donations for our auction, including
an LCD TV, tickets to the Devils,
Nets, and Jets, a private TV/movie
screening event in NYC, a Neiman
Marcus make-over event, a special
cocktail party for 30 people, and many
gift certificates from local restaurants,
spas and health clubs. Also we have
items such as a bicycle, a child’s North
Face jacket, bath items and other won-
derful baskets donated from our fa-
vorite local stores,” said Rena Baretz,
chairperson of the event.

 Anyone interested in donating items
for the auction, or attending the event
can email Ms. Baretz at
rena.baretz@gmail.com.

VENTURING AFAR…Venturing Crew 27 departed February 16 for a 10 day
excursion to Tanzania where they will climb Mount Kilimanjaro, plant trees and
perform service in a local children’s home. The trip was made possible in part by
the generous sponsorship of the Westfield Rotary Club. Prior to departure, the
Crew collected educational items and raised over $8,000 for food and medical
supplies for the children’s home in Moshi. In the back row, pictured, left to right,
are: Chirag Patel, Mike Barta, Ellen Anderson, Maddy Weist, Mark Rhodes,
William Ryan, Dillon Jewell, Olivia Ryan, Daniel Jewell, Charlotte Dreizen; front
row, left to right, are: Lori Zuker, Dan Zucker, Matthew Hachey, Chris Mench,
Taylor Anderson.

Local Students Earn
Honors at Skidmore
SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY - The

following local students earned hon-
ors for the fall semester at Skidmore
College:

Cara Gillespie, class of 2013. She
is the daughter of John and Allison
Gillespie of Westfield; Dara
Silverman, class of 2013. She is the
daughter of Martin and Trudy
Silverman of Westfield.

 Honors are awarded for a grade
point ratio of 3.4 to 3.669.

UCC Announces College
Courses for Kids and Teens
CRANFORD – This spring, Union

County College is offering the Col-
lege for Kids (CFK) program. CFK is
a program for children and teens,
which is an opportunity for them to
explore different subjects through
structured activities in a positive en-
vironment. This program can also
lead its participants to improve their
social skills through working together
with peers.

The activities are based on real
world experiences, which can im-
prove their practical understanding
of the work they are doing and can
apply it to real life. The instructors
work closely with the students, pro-
viding, positive feedback, and en-
couraging the students to have a good

time and to keep learning.
Many courses begin on March 5

and run through May. Classes are
held on Saturday mornings from 8:50
a.m. to 12 p.m. However, the work-
shop, “Lego Star Wars and Motor-
ized Machines” will be held on March
5, and 12 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuition varies for each course.

A highlight of the spring classes
being offered include a Test Prep
Series in which test preparation for
NJ ASK for grades three and four,
grades five and six, and grades seven
and eight, are available. A new course
being offered covers only the science
section on the NJ ASK grade eight
exam. Courses on the High School
Proficiency Assessment Preparation
course (HSPA), Pre-SAT Critical
Thinking Skills, and SAT prepara-
tion in both math and verbal/reading/
writing are also being offered. All
classes begin on March 5.

For those who want to learn more
about the spring courses offered later
in the semester and the summer pro-
gram, the Division of Continuing
Education will be hosting an Open
House on March 12, beginning at 10
a.m. on the College’s Cranford cam-
pus. Parents of kids from ages five
through 12, or teens ages 13 and 14,
are welcome to this event to meet the
staff and instructors, ask questions,
and register for a wide range of
courses. They include different types
of activities such as end of course
assessment review, arts and crafts,
sciences, reading, writing, and many
others, which will provide joy and
entertainment in a learning environ-
ment.

For more information, e-mail
College4Kids@ucc.edu or call (908)
709-7600. Union County College is
located at 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford. For more information on
Union County College visit ucc.edu.

FIELD OF DREAMS… Franklin
School Principal Eileen Cambria,
stands in front of a display of the “Field
of Dreams.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:

THE PURCHASE OF SEED,
CHEMICALS, AND SUPPLIES
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076 (attn: Bar-
bara Riepe, Township Clerk) until March
10, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.

The Township of Scotch Plains (herein-
after “Township”) shall not be responsible
for any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service. At the
above time, the bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids must be pre-
sented in sealed envelopes, which are
clearly marked, The Purchase of Seed,
Chemicals, and Supplies, for the Main-
tenance of the Township of Scotch Plains,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076. No bid will be received after
the time and date specified.

After receipt of bids, no bid may be
withdrawn within (60) days after the date
of the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms pro-
vided by the Township of Scotch Plains in
the bid package. Specification and bid
forms may be obtained at the Office of
Recreation, Room 113, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, between the hours of 9:00
am and 3:00 pm, Monday through Friday.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed bid package must
accompany the bid proposal.

In addition to the above documents, a
certified check, cashier’s check or bid bond
issued by a responsible bank, trust com-
pany or insurance company, payable to
the Township of Scotch Plains shall be
submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the bidder shall
execute said contract.

The bid security shall be in the amount of
$1000.00.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial

informalities or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et seq. The Township shall award
the bid to the bidders which, in the
Township’s sole discretion, best serves,
the interest of the Township.

The Township also reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if sufficient funds are
not available and/or appropriated. The
Township also reserves the right to not
utilize these services if they are not neces-
sary.

The selected Bidders, will, within seven
days (7) of award of the bid, enter into an
appropriate contract with the Township.

All bidders must comply with P.L. 1975,
Chapter 127 entitled “An Act Relating to
Affirmative Action in Relation to discrimi-
nation in connections with Certain Public
Contracts and supplementing the Law
Against Discrimination approved April 16,
1945 (P.L. 1945, Chapter 169)” N.J.A.C.
17:27, as amended from time to time, and
the Americans With Disability Act.

All bidders are required to comply with
the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et
seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27.

All bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the
requirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
5661 through 56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1 and must submit a Business
Registration Certificate with the Bid Docu-
ments.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as
per N.J.A.C. 34:11-56,25 et seq.

All Bidders must submit, with their
bid, a copy of their and their contrac-
tors and sub-contractors BUSINESS
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE, regard-
less of whether a Business Registra-
tion Certificate may have previously
been filed with the Township or Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation in the
past with a prior bid. This requirement
is MANDATORY and a bid without a
Business Registration Certificate en-
closed MUST be rejected.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Ray Poerio, Director
Parks and Recreation

Bonzena Lacina,
TOWNSHIP CLERK

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $98.94

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on March 23,
2011 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 42 Carsam Street, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 107 Lot
17, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Christopher & Melissa Remo.

The applicant requests Second story
addition and expansion of existing home.
which is in violation of:

Section Article 184-115 R-75 Side Yard
Setbacks of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: Expansion of a pre-
existing nonconforming condition; Permit-
ted: 10 feet; Present: 7.7 feet; Proposed:
7.7 feet.

Section Article 184-115 R-75 Front Yard
Setback of the Fanwood Land Use Code.
Variance Requested: Expansion of a pre-
existing nonconforming condition; Permit-
ted: 30 feet; Present: 29 feet; Proposed:
29 feet.

Section Article 184-163 Driveway Width
of the Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance
Requested: Acceptance of pre-existing
driveway width; Permitted: 18 feet; Present:
21 feet; Proposed: 21 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Christopher Remo
42 Carsam Street

Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023
1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $44.37

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 18th of January
2011, and that said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 15th day of March 2011 at 7:30
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinance and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior
to final adoption at no cost to any member
of the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AMENDING AND
SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER
23 ENTITLED “ZONING” BY
ESTABLISHING SPECIAL
NEEDS SCHOOLS AS A CON-
DITIONAL USE IN THE B-1
ZONE DISTRICT.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 15th of Febru-
ary 2011, and that said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 15th day of March 2011 at 7:30
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinance and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior
to final adoption at no cost to any member
of the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-4

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS TO ENACT
PARKING RESTRICTIONS
ON PROMENADE.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $26.52

SP-F Foundation “Dollars
for Students” Campaign

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Scholarship Foun-
dation (the Foundation) announces
the first phase of its “Dollars for
Students” fundraising campaign. A
letter will be mailed to families in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood asking
for assistance in meeting the
Foundation’s goal of raising $25,000
from the community. One hundred
percent of the funds will be used to
assist local high school graduates
and college students in their pursuit
of higher education.

The Foundation has helped area
students for the past 45 years, distrib-
uting $2,093,142 in scholarship aid
to 2,244 deserving students.

In addition to community
fundraising, the Foundation admin-
isters capital fund accounts, which
have been established by donors and
also administers annual scholarships
that individuals and organizations
award to students.

A broad-based screening commit-

tee consisting of Foundation mem-
bers and community volunteers care-
fully evaluate every application. This
past year, the Foundation was able to
assist 94 students with a total of
$149,206.

Mary Ball Cappio, president of the
Foundation, states, “Your support is
vital in the effort to help the young
people of our communities afford the
expense of a college education. We
welcome your tax-deductible contri-
bution in any amount, whether you
are a first time donor, or one of our
many continuing contributors, for
whom we are especially grateful. A
matching gift through your employer
will extend your support.”

The second phase of fundraising is
the “Dollars for Students” house-to-
house canvass, scheduled for the
weekend of March 26 and 27.

For more information concerning
the Foundation, please contact Mary
Ball Cappio at (908) 889-8155 or
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.

LINCOLN SCHOOL

Honor  Roll
GARWOOD - The following Lin-

coln School students have been named
to the Honor Society or the Honor
Roll for the Second Marking Period
of the 2010-2011 school year:

Honor Society
Grade 5 - James Duffey, Jessica

Knowles, Kyra McDevitt
Grade 6 - Elizabeth Archer, Eric

Carlson, Martin Herman, Kayleigh
Pender, Zachary Sluka, Sean Stouffer,
Larissa Vena

Grade 7 - Michael Banek, Joseph
Brecht, Kimberly Knowles, Andrew
Resetar, Gabriella Sluka

Grade 8 - Monica Archer, Meagan
Beriont, Alyssa Beyer, Daniel Courtney,
Dayna Gallucci, Katarina Hermanova,
Brian Maher, Salma Mahmoud, Zachary
Simanski.

Honor Roll
Grade 5 - Victoria Archer, Chey-

enne Black, Carrie Bree, Victor
DeFilippo, Cheyenne Doggett, Bran-
don Domingues, Grace Duffy, Jessie
Friedman, Emma Knutson, Andrew
Kuhtik, Alyssa Matos, Thomas
McMahon, Emma Mehalick, Victoria
Napolitano, Niko Nordstrom, Casey
Pender, Samantha Perednia, Anthony
Petruzelli, Eric Sinnicke, John Taylor,
Ross Wildes

Grade 6 - Asani Dvorsky, Emmanuel
Flitsanov, Rosario Guerriero, Madison
Law, Jessica Moore, Daniella Pacella,
Christopher Lipari Pazienza, Alison
Price, Kelly Sullivan

Grade 7 - Cailey Adamson, Sean
Baron, Jacqueline DeFilippo, Anthony
Furci, Austin Graham, Erika Groning,
Patrick Hak, Karina Joyner, Nathan
Kramer, Kayla McMillan, Elizabeth
Meagher, Molly Mehalick, Emma
Neuberger, Luke Pak, Colleen Staba,
Jenna Staines, Angelo Villaraut,
Michael Woitkowski

Grade 8 - Mark Barranger, Amanda
Brown, Jake Burkert, Harry Cancel,
Sara Diwane, Nino Galluzzo, Michael
Lesniewski, Ian McGuire, Kaitlin
McGuire, Toniann Pallone, Vanessa
Rosky, Christina Tempio, Scott Tombs,
Caitlin Twaddle.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional.  This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Matthew Giacobbe; 5
Ravine Drive, PO Box 533, Matawan, New
Jersey 07747

SERVICES: Township Labor Counsel
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
DATE: February 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARDED

BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

The TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
has awarded a Fair and Open Contract for
the following Professional.  This Contract,
and the Resolution authorizing it, are avail-
able for public inspection in the Municipal
Building.

AWARDED TO: Casey Woodruff;
Bramnick, Rodriguez, Mitterhoff, Grabas
& Woodruff LLC, 1827 East Second Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

SERVICES: Township Public Defender
TIME PERIOD: Calendar Year 2011
DATE: February 15, 2011

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 2/24/11, The Times Fee: $17.34

“Souper Bowl of Caring” Creates
Positive Impact on Community

GARWOOD - The Garwood Pub-
lic Schools held their fourth annual
“Soup”er Bowl Monday event on
February 7. They joined the move-
ment that is transforming Super
Bowl weekend into the nation’s
largest youth-led weekend of giv-
ing and serving.

“Souper Bowl of Caring” equips
and mobilizes schools to positively
impact their communities by col-
lecting money or food on or near

Super Bowl weekend. By using the
event as a time to help others, the
students are learning about the re-
alities of hunger in their own neigh-
borhoods and are turning one of the
nation’s universal times of celebra-
tion and parties into an opportunity
to care for those in need.

While America turned its atten-
tion to football for Super Bowl XLV,
more than a quarter of a million
young people across the country,

turned their atten-
tion to helping oth-
ers by collecting
more than 500 food
items. All food
items that were col-
lected were donated
to a local food pan-
try.

In 2010, 14,500
organizations col-
lected over $10
million and every
penny went to lo-
cal organizations
that help people in
need.SUPER STUDENTS…Lincoln School student council

members pose by the food that the school collected.

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD, UNION COUNTY

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A: 12-13, the Borough of
Fanwood will offer the following unclaimed vehicles for sale at public auction. Auction to
take place on Friday, March 11, 2011 at 10:00 AM (preview 9:00 AM) at Church Auto
Body, 183 South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023.

Year Make Identification Number Minimum Bid
2002 KAW Motorcycle JKAZK4J192A051473 28,488.75
1997 Toyota Camry 4T1BG22K7VU089107 11,246.50
2005 Ford Crown Vic 2FAFP71W15X156385 17,506.00
1995 Honda Accord 1HGCD56555A138522 41,955.00
1998 Buick Century 2G4WS52M3W1438361 21,946.50

1. Said sale shall be conducted by the Borough Clerk or by any person so designated
by her.

2. Said property is being sold “as is”.
3. Payment is to be made in cash or certified check.
4. All prospective purchasers are put on notice to personally inspect the property at the

Church Auto Body, 183 South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023 on Friday, March
11, 2011 at 9:00 AM.

5. At the Time of said sale, the purchaser shall deposit the entire purchase price with
the Borough Clerk. If the purchaser fails to take title and possession within ten (10) days
of the date of purchase, the governing body of the Borough of Fanwood may declare the
contract of sale to be terminated and may retain all monies paid there under as liquidated
damages, and the Borough may resell said property or pursue such other and further
legal and equitable remedies as it may have. If the purchaser fails to take title or
possession within said ten (10) days, purchaser will be liable for reasonable storage fees.

6. If the title to this property shall prove to be unmarketable, the liability of the Borough
shall be limited to the repayment of the amount of any sums paid by said purchaser to
the Borough without any further costs, expense, damage, claim against or liability upon
the Borough.

7. The Borough of Fanwood  reserves the right to reject all bids and shall not be
obligated to accept any bids.

8. All prospective purchasers are put on notice that no employee, agent, officer, body
or subordinate body has any authority to waive, modify or amend any of the within
conditions of sale.

Pat Hoynes, Purchasing Agent
2 T - 2/24/11 & 3/3/11, The Times Fee: $126.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice of Hearing on March 7, 2011

Please be advised that the Town of
Westfield Planning Board will hear the
Application PB10-17(V) of Stephen Kay,
140-144 Madison Avenue, Westfield, New
Jersey for a Minor Subdivision with vari-
ances from the following sections of The
Land Use Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield: Section 11.08E2-Minimum Lot
Area at 134 feet; Section 11.08E2 and 3-
minimum lot width and frontage; Section
11.08E6-minimum side setback.

The Hearing shall be held at 7:30 p.m.
Eastern Standard Time in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building at 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
on March 7, 2011.

140 and 144 Madison Avenue are also
known as Tax Lots 8 and 9 in Block 104 of
the Town of Westfield Tax Map.

Application and maps can be reviewed
Monday through Friday; 8:30 to 4:30 at
959 North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey.

Thomas E. Dooley, Jr.
Attorney for Applicant
6 South Avenue, East

Cranford, New Jersey 07016
1 T - 2/24/11, The Leader Fee: $27.03

MOVING SALE

Household Contents
Furniture, Appliances, Clothing

and more!
Saturday 2/26, 9am-4pm

419 Otisco Drive, Westfield
NO early birds.

CLERICAL HELP OPENING

Mountainside/Westfield based
business seeks part time help for
mailing, websearch and database
entry. $10 to 12 per hour. 8 to 10
hours per week. Flexible work
environment. Send resume to
wcarecruiting@gmail.com

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES

German Shepherd Puppies born
January 24, 2011. European
Bloodlines - Top Quality - Black
and Red. Hips and Temperament
Guaranteed. Good family -
Companion, Protection Dogs

(908) 500-6341
QueenShepherds.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean
your house, leave it to us. You
have better things to do. We’re a
reliable couple with excellent
references. (862) 307-3481

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield. Attractive 2 BR duplex
near town & transp. D/W, W/D,
HWd Flrs, CAC. Garage.

$1750/mo. No Fee.
(908) 568-1217

HOME FOR SALE

Over 55, Smithville Four Seasons
Community, NJ, near Atl. Cty.
Premium lot, 2br, 2bath, grtrm,
den, eat-in kitchen, sitting/TVrm,
fireplace, 2100sf home. Cul-de-
sac location, beautiful club house.
$315,000 or reasonable offer

Call (609) 404-9623

OFFICE WANTED

Management consultant seeking
single office to sublet or rent in
Westfield, Cranford, or Summit.
Willing to share space.

Call (908) 577-7699 or
markfriedberg1@gmail.com

University of Dayton
Announces Dean’s List

DAYTON, OH - The University of
Dayton announces Katherine Venezia
of Westfield has been named to the
Dean’s List for the fall semester of
the 2010-2011 academic year.

To be named to the dean’s list, a
student must achieve a superior aca-
demic record, which is a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher.

WESTFIELD - Edison Intermedi-
ate School student Timothy Plump
scored First Place in the state of New
Jersey for Mathematics in the 2009-
2010 academic Talent Search, which
is organized by the Johns Hopkins
University Center for Talented Youth
(CTY). He was named a Top In Coun-
try Award Recipient and Exceptional
Talent Certificate Recipient based on
the criterion of scoring 700-800 on
the Critical Reading and/or Math-
ematics section of the SAT before
age 13. Timothy scored a perfect 800
in Mathematics.

Albert Chen, currently a seventh
grader at Edison Intermediate School,
placed second in the state for Verbal
proficiency on the 2009-2010 SAT.
Eleven other intermediate school stu-
dents from Westfield Public Schools
were also accredited for their achieve-
ment and received High Honors Cer-
tificates for their ACT or SAT scores.
From Roosevelt Intermediate School:
Elena Arida, Rachel Holtzman and
Olivia Windorf. From Edison Interme-
diate School: Mark Gillespie, Katherine
Ko, Matthew Luppino, Sherry Shenker,
Samuel Sokolin, Hermes Suen,
Rebecca Trickey and Jingyan Xiao.

WF’s Plump Is Top
In State for SAT



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, February 24, 2011 Page 19

track of each other via the Internet.
“I would see a blurb here and there,
we knew each other were in theater.”

Erica had received a call from the
casting director of A Chorus Line
last May. Chris was just finishing a
show in Detroit when he was asked
to join the production based solely
on his reputation. At the end of last
summer, Erica received a message
“ala Facebook” from Chris telling
her he had just booked a job on A
Chorus Line and had seen her name
on the list of cast members. “Is this
for real?” she remembered thinking.

As Bebe, Erica plays one of the
younger girls in the production.
“She’s 22 and totally new to New
York,” Erica explained. “She’s here
[New York City] and she’s really
excited. She holds down the center
of the line. She stands on zero.”

Standing on zero refers to a num-
ber given to an auditioning dancer
that corresponds to a number on the
line, which is taped on the stage.
Everyone auditioning is assigned a
number, which is used by those judg-
ing the audition to identify the
dancer. The dancer stands on that
number, wherever it falls on the line,
during the audition.

When standing on zero, you are
standing in a very prominent posi-
tion - the middle of the stage. Re-
gardless of that fact, Erica confirmed
that in A Chorus Line, all the dancers
have equal billing.

“The story is about people audi-
tioning to be part of a group. There
is not a star of the show,” Erica said.
Although “standing on zero” cer-
tainly puts her in a very visible posi-
tion on the stage.

A Chorus Line has nineteen main
characters, and the set is a bare stage
in a Broadway theater during an
audition for a musical. The story
provides a glimpse into the person-
alities not only of the performers,
but the choreographer as well. It
portrays the events, both good and
bad, that shape the lives and deci-
sions of the cast to become dancers.

A Chorus Line is the longest run-
ning musical in the history of Ameri-
can theater. It opened off-Broadway
in New York City at The Public The-
ater on May 21, 1975.

Considered a theatrical phenom-
enon, the story gives the audience a
glimpse behind the exclusive Broad-
way curtain and shows with heart-
break and hilarity how difficult the
audition process can be for the men
and women auditioning.

It’s no surprise the music, written
in part by Marvin Hamlisch, is
Chris’s favorite component of the
show. “It’s a dream come true show
in terms of challenge,” he said. “I
love playing it. It always keeps you
on your toes.”

When asked if he had a favorite
song from A Chorus Line he stated,

“Not to sound cliché, but mine would
have to be “What I Did for Love,”
because it’s a response to a question
of what would you do if your talent
was taken away. It’s about not hav-
ing any regrets on all the time spent
doing what you love to do - even if
you couldn’t do it anymore. I feel it
really resonates to all artists, per-
formers, and musicians.”

Both artists have been on a na-
tional tour in the past and were aware
of the grueling commitment. “You
wake up one morning in one city,
perform, get on a bus, wake up in
another city, repeat the performance
and then do it all over again,” Erica
said.

The A Chorus Line national tour
began last fall with a technical pro-
duction in New Haven, CT, before
opening night on October 5 in Roch-
ester, NY.

When The Leader and The Times
caught up with Erica and Chris, they
had just arrived in Santa Barbara,
California, having already logged
dozens of shows and thousands of
miles. From there, the tour will be-
gin to wind its way back to the east
coast, performing more than 180
shows along the way.

On Thursday, March 10, A Chorus
Line will open at the State Theatre in
New Brunswick for a one-night per-
formance. The tour will be back on
the road for six weeks before return-
ing to the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark on
Tuesday, April 26, for the last leg of
the tour.

“My mother is in charge of rally-
ing a lot of people [to attend the
show at the State Theatre],” Erica
said. She will have the luxury of
staying at home the week the tour is
performing at NJPAC. “It will be
nice to come home. I’ll be there for
a week.”

The tour is scheduled to end at
NJPAC on Sunday, May 1, when the
curtain closes. According to Andrew
Cole, who handles publicity for the
tour, there is always the possibility it
will be extended. A four-week stint
in Tokyo had been hinted at, but had
not been confirmed as of press time.

When asked what the future holds
for him once the tour is complete,
Chris told The Leader and The Times
he would be interested in working
on “any [George] Gershwin show,
like Crazy For You. It has the most
ridiculous piano parts ever.”

Erica was uncertain what the fu-
ture holds. “I’m not sure,” she said.
“They did announce that we [might]
have a four week extension this sum-
mer in Tokyo, which I am ecstatic
about. After that, maybe a quick
vacation and then back to New York
to audition again.”

For more information on A Cho-
rus Line, or to purchase tickets visit
achorusline.com.

A Chorus Line
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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“Idiot’s Delight”
Handicapping the Oscars

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Disconsolate over the damned if you
do, damned if you don’t trap that ensnares
the film critic who dares predict the Oscar
winners, I shivered in my Dolce and
Gabbanas as the February 27 Academy
Awards presentation loomed. So, ratio-
nalizing that Professor Halberstoddter,
my dear mentor at Olde Ivy Film Criti-
cism College, would welcome a phone
call, I sought his advice.

 Now retired and a recluse, he had
moved to New Hampshire. The return
address on his Hanukkah card simply
read: “A recluse in New Hampshire, but
nowhere near where J.D. Salinger lived.”
He included his phone number. It was
good to hear the Viennese inflection when
he answered. “Goldberger. You’re still
writing?”

“Yes I am, professor. How are you?”
 “Never better. Reclusion is great. I

heartily recommend it. Hurry up and fin-
ish your career. But you can’t come here.
So how can I help my old student? Still
agonizing with the Oscar picks?”

 “Yep, that’s it. Get ‘em right and
there’s nary an accolade. But just get a
few wrong and they want to run you out
of town on a rail.”

 “Goldberger, Goldberger, the pupil in
the first row, still looking for approval...
the only college student I had to give gold
stars. Don’t you remember, it’s about the
work? Besides, we are in a profession of
opinions. Take heart. Be bold. Send a
message of this task’s absurdity.”

 “By doing what?”
 Go among the people. You’re not a

recluse yet. Show how talent and knowl-
edge have no place in this crap game.
Seek the biggest fools, idiots and self-
absorbed ne’er-do-wells to make your
Oscar picks. When they get them right,
you’ll be vindicated.”

 “But wait, I got most of them right last
year.”

“Precisely.”
 “Well, any suggestion where I should

start?”
“Try the streets and highways. Easy

pickings. Absolutely loaded with dumb-
bells. There, now you have your assign-
ment. And remember to have fun. I will
see if I have any gold stars left. ”

 I thanked the good professor and set
out on my mission. I got no farther than
the stop sign at the corner of my block.
When she pulled over to drop off a kid, I
hailed a handsome woman in a huge SUV
who had just sailed right through said
stop sign.

 “Two questions, if you don’t mind.
First, are you aware that you ran that stop
sign? Secondly, which do you think will
win the Oscar for Original Song?”

 “Listen, you. I’m on Zoloft, my
husband’s a scurrilous stock broker who’s
cheating everyone including me, the
Botox isn’t working anymore, I’m trying
to get these little bastards to soccer prac-
tice, and I don’t have enough hands to
drive, smoke this cigarette, and drink my
latte all at the same time. I can’t be
concerned with a stop sign, especially
when no one is coming anyway. I don’t
even like lattes. ‘I See the Light’ from
‘Tangled’ will win Best Original Song.”
She floors it.

 I didn’t have to move an iota to find
my next prognosticator. Happily, the Gen-
eration Y male wearing dark sunglasses
and a yellow Polo sweater brought his 5
series BMW to a full stop. Unhappily, he
was in an animated exchange on a
handheld cell phone when he lowered his
window at my behest. This is what I
heard: “Nah, those jerks don’t know this
market. Tell ‘em it was Babe Ruth’s
winter house. Ask 100 G’s more. Look, I
gotta go, there’s some bum here wants to
ask me something. Yeah, what is it?”

“A. – I assume you can afford a
Bluetooth. Why not buy one to ensure
safer driving?” B.—Who do you like for
Best Performance by an Actress in a
Supporting Role?

 “Hey pal, I can buy and sell you. No
one tells me how to drive. Bet what few
bucks you have on Melissa Leo in ‘The
Fighter.’”

 My next cinematic soothsayer, picked
to select Best Performance by an Actor in
a Supporting Role, was heatedly pontifi-
cating to friends from a park bench. “Too
bad for someone who has a preexisting

condition. He should have thought of that
before he got sick. You want to hurt the
health insurers’ bottom line? Next thing
you know people will want a law that
keeps long term care from eating up their
life savings…lousy Socialists.”

 As he apparently knew everything, I
hadn’t even asked him my question when
he looked in my direction, wagged a
menacing finger and blurted, “And you,
Christian Bale for ‘The Fighter.’”

 I located my next clairvoyant in the
supermarket, obviously unhappy with the
cereal her cute little daughter had se-
lected. “Don’t be stupid, Jessica. You
know we don’t buy that brand.”

 Begging her pardon for interrupting
whilst she planted a preexisting condition
of low self esteem in the poor cherub, I
asked, “Have any idea who will win the
Oscar for Best Performance by an Actor
in a Leading Role?”

 Looking at me with utter disdain, she
lashed out: “Jesse Eisenberg for ‘Social
Network.’ Don’t you know anything? I
swear, I’m surrounded by morons.”

 To assure the poor character of he who
I hoped would guess the next category, I
brought the old Bugatti— recently blessed
as perfect by my own trustworthy me-
chanic— to a wrench of suspected repute.

 “It just doesn’t sound right,” began
my subterfuge. “What’s wrong with it,
what will it cost, and while you have it on
the lift anyway, can you tell me who will
win Best Performance by an Actress in a
Leading Role?”

 Popping the hood, he went into his
own Oscar worthy performance, doubt-
lessly well rehearsed: “Geez, who worked
on this last?” Wiping his hands on a
greasy rag, he looked me directly in the
eyes and said, “Bad news. You’re gonna
need a new thingamajig valve…maybe
two. Aw, let’s see, if you pay me cash,
$2,895. Add two hundred ‘cause I’m
guaranteeing you Natalie Portman wins
for ‘Black Swan.’”

 Of course no survey of the ignoble
would be complete without at least one
politician. Banking on his egotism to tell
the tale on him, I promised an elected
official I would relate his secret to suc-
cess if he would name Best Achievement
in Directing.

 “My secret,” he proudly informed, “is
basic Machiavellian stuff. People are
greedy and scared. So I play ‘em against
each other, demonize a particular group.
Y’know, a scapegoat. This year it’s pub-
lic employees. All your famous dema-
gogues did that. Oh, and you have my
solemn word, David Fincher will win for
‘Social Network.’”

 Like many of the guilt ridden folks
who patronize his notoriously anti-union
company, I’m embarrassed to admit I
sought the counsel of this executive to
determine what film will be deemed Best
Motion Picture of the Year. “Ha, ha,” he
chortled as he walked me into his office.
You can’t beat the price I’m charging you
for my prediction—nothing! Now, if I
were unionized, I’d want some sort of
benefits, maybe even a living wage for
my labor. ‘Social Network’ will win Best
Picture.”

 To pick the remaining categories, I
sought a commonality among picture
prophets that would certify their lack of
common sense. Each of the following
was selected by someone who not only
believed President Obama was a Muslim,
but that he wasn’t born in the United
States. You can’t get too much more
ridiculous than that. The winners include:
Best Screenplay Written Directly for the
Screen- “The King’s Speech”; Best
Screenplay Based on Material Previously
Published or Produced- “The Social Net-
work”; Best Animated Feature Film-“Toy
Story 3”; Best Foreign Language Film –
“Biutiful” (Mexico); Best Cinematogra-
phy- “Inception,” Wally Pfister; Best Ed-
iting- “Black Swan”; Best Art Direction-
“True Grit”; Best Costume Design- “The
King’s Speech”; Best Makeup- “The
Wolfman” ; Best Original Score- “The
King’s Speech”; Best Sound Mixing-
“Salt”; Best Sound Editing- “TRON:
Legacy”; Best Visual Effects- “Incep-
tion”; Best Documentary, Features- “In-
side Job”; Best Documentary, Short Sub-
jects- “Poster Girl”; Best Short Film,
Animated- “Day and Night”- Best Short
Film, Live Action- “The Crush.”

 Enjoy the Oscars this Sunday evening.

Grammy Winner for Best
New Artist  at UCPAC

RAHWAY – Best New Artist
Grammy winner Esperanza Spalding
performs at the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center Saturday, March
5, at 8 p.m. In her only New Jersey
appearance, the acclaimed singer-
musician will take the stage with her
ensemble “Chamber Music Society”
for an evening of eclectic and dy-
namic contemporary jazz.

Within two years of her debut as a
solo performer, singer-bassist-multi-
instrumentalist Spalding – who com-
bines the imaginative flights of a seri-
ous improviser with the musical ac-
cessibility of a pop star – has achieved
success at nearly unimaginable
heights. In addition to her Best New
Artist Grammy win – where she tri-
umphed over teen pop idol Justin
Bieber, among others – her 2008 al-
bum Esperanza spent more than 70

weeks on the Billboard Contempo-
rary Jazz chart and became the most
successful internationally selling de-
but in that year. Other career high-
lights include two appearances at the
White House, a Banana Republic ad
campaign, numerous other awards, and
high-profile tour dates, including a
performance at the 2010 Nobel Prize
ceremony in Oslo, Norway.

Ms. Spalding’s performance at
UCPAC is funded through Mid Atlan-
tic Arts Foundation’s Jazz Touring
Network program, with support from
the National Endowment for the Arts.

Tickets are available at the UCPAC
Box Office, located at 1601 Irving
Street, Rahway. The Box Office is
open Wednesday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m.

For more information call (732) 499-
8226 or visit ucpac.org.

SNEAK PEAK...Bill Cunningham shooting in “Bill Cunningham New York” will
premiere along with 20 more not-yet-released movies in the Arthouse Film
Festival beginning in March at AMC Loews Mountainside and AMC Loews
Monmouth Mall. For info, call (732) 870-6012 or visit PrivateScreenings.org.

Westfield Summer Workshop
Announces Summer Program

WESTFIELD – Open to residents
of all communities, the 2011
Westfield Summer Workshop will be
held from Wednesday, June 29 until
Friday, July 29, from 8:30 am until
12:30 pm at the Edison Intermediate
School, 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

This summer’s program contains
23 various courses in its Arts and
Crafts Department. Several new
classes in the art department have
been specifically designed for stu-
dents in grades seven and eight to
meet their skill and interest level.

The Summer Stage Theater, for
grades 6 though 12, will present the
jukebox musical Leader of the Pack,
the story of Ellie Greenwich. No au-
dition is necessary to be part of this
lively production, which is presented
by special arrangement with Samuel
French, Inc.

The 2011 WSW offers separate
programs for pre-schoolers and those
starting kindergarten in the fall. It
also continues the extremely success-
ful transition program for students
entering first grade. These programs
for young children contain a sam-
pling of the classes experienced by
older students enrolled in the Work-
shop.

The WSW provides an optional
early morning 7:30 am drop-off. A

full day of programming is available
in conjunction with the Westfield
YMCA Afternoon Adventures, which
begins when the Workshop day ends
at 12:30 pm. Students have lunch
with the “Y” staff at the Edison caf-
eteria and continue afternoon activi-
ties with their counselors until 5 p.m.
or later with the YMCA late pick-up
option.

 To request the WSW brochure  call
(908) 518-1551, or visit the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts studios
at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield. Additional information is
available on the web at
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Kilkenny House Will Host Author to
Kick-Off St. Patrick’s Season

CRANFORD – Kilkenny House,
Cranford’s authentic Irish pub, will
kick off St. Patrick’s season with a
visit by local historian and
author Tom Fox.

The Irish have a long and
proud history in New Jersey,
yet no one had ever under-
taken the enormous task of
documenting their achieve-
ments. Mr. Fox has accom-
plished the task by writing a
comprehensive book entitled
“Hidden History of the Irish of New
Jersey.”

Mr. Fox, a librarian and researcher
at the Bella Biondo Research Cen-

ter of Pope John High School in
Sparta, will read select passages
from his work and host a question

and answer session at
Kilkenny House located at
112 South Avenue East in
Cranford on Sunday, March
6, from 12 noon until 1 p.m.

Fox will personalize and
autograph every copy sold at
Kilkenny House on March
6.

For more information call
(908) 276-3414 or visit
thekilkennyhouse.com or join the
Facebook fan page facebook.com/
KilkennyHouseCranford.

JOB WELL DONE...The New Jersey Youth Theatre received a Citation of
Excellence from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts for excellence in artistic
quality, programming and public service in the arts. Pictured, left to right, are:
Steve Runk, Executive Director, NJ State Council on the Arts; Joyce C. Goore,
Council Member, NJ State Council on the Arts; Sharon Burton Turner, Chair,
NJ State Council on the Arts; Ted Agress, Executive Director, NJ Youth Theatre;
Cynthia Meryl, Artistic Director, NJ Youth Theatre; Kim Guadagno, NJ Lieu-
tenant Governor/Secretary of State; Germaine B. Trabert, Council Member, NJ
State Council on the Arts.

American Repertory
Ballet Spring Events
NORTH BRANCH – The Ameri-

can Repertory Ballet (ARB) will open
its spring season March 5 at Raritan
Valley Community College, premier-
ing Douglas Martin’s Ephemeral
Possessions and Patrick Corbin’s
Follia, in addition to the classical bal-
let Glazunov Variations and the com-
pelling American tale of Our Town.

ARB will host its annual gala and
performance entitled “Renaissance,”
on March 12 at Patriots Theater at the
War Memorial in Trenton. The com-
pany will premiere Twyla Tharp’s
Eight Jelly Rolls at the Victoria J.
Mastrobuono Theatre in New
Brunswick on May 21 and 22. The
company also hosts a free commu-
nity enrichment series, On Pointe, in
its Princeton studios each month.

For more information on ARB’s
upcoming season, please visit
arballet.org.

Artists 60 and Older
Wanted for Exhibit

 AREA - Residents of Union
County who are 60 years of age or
older are invited to exhibit an original
work of art completed within the last
three years in the annual Union
County Senior Citizens Art Exhibit.
Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, the exhibit is open
to entrants who are either amateur/
non-professional or professional in
status.

The Union County Senior Citizens
Art Exhibit, which starts with an open-
ing reception, will be on display from
June 8 to July 16 at the spacious
enclosed atrium of the Elizabethtown
Gas Company, located at 1085 Mor-
ris Avenue in the Township of Union.

Any person who meets at least two
of the following criteria is consid-
ered a professional: sold the type of
art entered in the exhibition through
commercial channels; exhibited in a
professional gallery; and held pro-
fessional membership in a guild or
association.

To obtain an application, call Teya
David, Senior Art Coordinator, at the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs at  (908) 558-2550,
or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Re-
lay users dial 711.

Applications must be returned via
mail to the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202; by fax to (908)
352-3513; or to the e-mail address
listed above, on or before Monday,
May 23, to be eligible

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

HOURS:  MON. - FRI. 9:00 - 5:30 • SAT. 9:00 - 5:00

www.christoffersflowers.com

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

See What’s New and Receive a

Free Bunch of Daffodils

Today Thru St. David’s Day

March 1st

Visit our website to learn about St. David and the
Welsh tradition of giving daffodils

St. David’s Day Celebration
Come In for Our

FRESH AND SILK FLOWERS • GIFTS • HOME DECOR • GREETING CARDS
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Two Singular Sensations in One
National Production of A Chorus Line

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – When the national
tour of A Chorus Line posted its cast
online last summer, two Westfield
High School (WHS) classmates un-
expectedly found themselves on the
list. Erica Cenci and Chris Curcio,
2002 graduates of WHS, were pleas-
antly surprised to find they would be
reunited on the tour.

Erica, who plays Bebe, and Chris,
who is associate conductor and
keyboardist, grew up together; both
attended Edison Intermediate School
before attending WHS.

From a young age, Erica danced
and was active in theater. “We took
Erica to dance classes when she was

4 years old,” her father Victor Cenci
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times. “She was always dancing and
singing around the house and loved
listening to music. She took to dance
quickly and was always serious about
rehearsing and learning her part for
the end of year recital. With each
passing year, we could see the im-
provement and her love of perform-
ing.”

Both Erica and her father share a
passion for theater. Mr. Cenci was
the publicity director for the
Westfield Community Players
(WCP) for over 25 years, stepping
down at the end of last season. He
started at WCP by playing the assis-
tant district attorney in Inherit the
Wind in 1981. He appeared in a few
more productions and then become
the publicity director when job de-
mands made it hard to commit to a
rehearsal schedule.

Erica and her dad had the opportu-
nity to share the stage only one time.
When she was in elementary school,
the WCP did a children’s theater
production of Story Time Fairy Tales.
In the Cinderella story, Erica was
cast as a member of the royal court
and her dad played the prime minis-
ter.

Chris was always passionate about
the arts as well, but his “roots were
in rock and roll.”

Chris began playing keyboards for
a few local bands while attending
WHS. Word spread of his talent and
he was subsequently offered a job
playing piano at JP Steven’s High
School in Edison for the theater
program’s production of The Wiz. “I
had never played anything like it,”
he said, referring to musical theater.
“It was a whole different monster.”

Chris remembers being exposed
to theater at a young age by his
mother, Linda Curcio, who was the
Arts & Entertainment Editor at The
Star-Ledger until the end of 2008.
She was responsible for theater cov-
erage in New Jersey and New York,
and voted in the Tony Awards.

“Chris became a real theater rat by
accompanying me to shows and
learned a lot about musical theater

Chris Curcio and Erica Cenci after a
recent performance of A Chorus Line.

Photo courtesy of Phil Martin
SHE CAN DO THAT...Erica Cenci, who portrays Bebe in the national tour of A
Chorus Line, strikes a pose.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

through that privilege,” Mrs. Curcio
said. “Sometimes, after a show, I’d
find him hanging around the stage
door, or chasing someone down the
street to get them to sign his Play-
bill.”

During high school, Erica taught
dance at a summer workshop for
kids held at The Paper Mill Play-
house in Millburn. “It was an awe-
some experience with a talented ros-
ter and staff,” she said. “I was creat-
ing an original production with the
kids while teaching them dance. It
was my intro into theater.”

After high school, Chris studied
composition for a year at University
of the Arts in Philadelphia before
transferring to Berkeley College in
Boston, where he focused on song
writing. Erica double majored in the-
ater and English at Muhlenberg Col-

lege in Allentown, PA.
Chris and Erica began adding to

their impressive resumes immedi-
ately after college. Chris went on
national tour playing keyboard for
Little Women and then Alter Boys, a
production he described as “a weird
show about a Christian boy band”
who’s mission is to reduce the num-
ber of lost souls in the audience by
the end of the performance.

Erica went on national tour with
Cats as Rumpleteazer, and in re-
gional productions, played the parts
of Tootles in Peter Pan, Kathy in
Company and was a Shimmy Girl in
a production of Smokey Joe’s Café.

Although they had not seen each
other for years, the two had not lost
touch. “We would talk every now
and then,” Chris said. They also kept

WCP to Present
A View From a Bridge

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) contin-
ues its 2010-2011 season with the
powerful drama, A View From a
Bridge, by noted American play-
wright Arthur Miller. The show opens
on Saturday, March 5, and runs week-
ends through March 26.

The play is set in 1950’s America,
in an Italian-American neighborhood
near the Brooklyn Bridge in New
York. Eddie Carbone is a Brooklyn
longshoresman who is obsessed with
his 17-year old niece, Catherine.
When Catherine falls in love with a
newly arrived illegal immigrant from
Italy, Eddie’s jealousy erupts in a
rage that consumes him, his family,
and his world.

The Westfield Community Player’s
production is directed by Steve
Lemenille of Clark and assisted by
Producer Lucille Bills of Scotch
Plains and Stage Manager Barbara
Ruban of Springfield. The cast fea-
tures A.J. Liana of Bayonne, Kristina

Hernandez of New Providence, An-
drea Barra of Hillsborough, Lou
Savarese of Randolph, Brian Remo
of North Plainfield, Maury Herman
of South Plainfield, Peter Curley of
Morristown, Ken Webb of Fanwood,
Greg Mele of Murray Hill, Jon
Robinson of Hillsborough, Kevin
Coulson of Westfield, and Joanne
Lemenille of Clark.

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are invited
to a reception with cast and crew after
the final curtain.

 Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State,
a partner agency of the National En-
dowment of the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs.

The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield. Tickets are $20
and can be reserved by calling the 24
hour tape at (908) 232-1221.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FEEL THE BEAT…Sharps and Flats, a select chorus at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, had the opportunity to dance and sing along side the world renowned
Newark Boys Choir at a Black History Month assembly held February 18.

251 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ   908-654-3300
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Located in the North Avenue Train Station Parking Lot

**New Kids Menu**

Fast Curbside Service Available

WSO Announces
Anniversary Gala

WESTFIELD – The Board of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) and its Friends’ group will be
celebrating the role of the Arts in the
community with its annual gala un-
der the theme, “Spring Serenade” on
Saturday, March 26, at 6:30 p.m. at
Plainfield Country Club.

In making the announcement ear-
lier this week, Mark Fleder, Presi-
dent of the orchestra’s Board of Trust-
ees, also shared the news that events
management expert Alice Golembo
has agreed to help the WSO Board
plan and execute this year’s activities
which will include a cocktail recep-
tion, gourmet dinner and dancing to a
10-piece band, as well as live and
silent auctions.

A silent auction of items, donated
by over 50 local retailers, restaurants
and businesses, has been put together
by Ms. Golembo. The Silent Auction
will run throughout the evening, which
will culminate in the drawing of the
winners for the 50-50 cash raffle. Raffle
tickets may be purchased at the Sym-
phony office and winners need not be
present to claim a prize.

To learn more about Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra or to purchase gala
tickets ($185 per person) which may
be obtained on a first-come first-served
basis, the public is invited to call the
WSO office at (908) 232-9400 on
weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

For more information, visit WSO
on Facebook, or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

Former SP Resident Pens
“The First Ladies”

WILLIAMSBURG, VA – While
most people realize the influence
modern First Ladies have on the Presi-
dent, as well as on the presidency,
few people today realize the influ-
ence, both gentle and
overt, that past First La-
dies have exerted.

Author Feather
Schwartz Foster, a 30-
year resident of Scotch
Plains who recently
moved to Williamsburg,
VA, offers a glimpse of
those long-ago women
in her newest book, en-
titled: “The First Ladies:
An Intimate Portrait of
the Women Who Shaped
America.” Rather than a
tome of almanac facts,
or an attempt to convert day-to-day
accomplishments into political im-
pact, Foster has chosen to portray
them as the individuals they were,
with their personalities and influences
as perhaps, the way their husbands
saw them.

According to Foster, “It is essen-
tial to remember that these women,

with few exceptions, did not marry
presidents; they married men, and at
an age when the concerns of both
partners were on building a home, a
family and a life.”

Decidedly different
from their modern day
counterparts, our earli-
est First Ladies, long
neglected by history,
made their impact not in
terms of political policy
or broad social and civic
service, but instead with
unique, personal and of-
ten long-lasting accom-
plishments. In an age
when women were con-
signed to the back-
ground, dedicated to
motherhood and provid-

ing for their husband’s comfort, these
women were thrust into visibility,
often against their own desires. They
became the role models for their gen-
erations. They were what every par-
ent wished for their daughters, and
what every little girl wanted to be like
when she grew up. That in itself is no
small consideration.

SuzanneVega  at
Forum Theatre
Friday Night

METUCHEN – On Friday, Feb-
ruary 25, at 8 p.m., Suzanne Vega
will perform at the Forum Theatre.

Widely regarded as one of the
most brilliant songwriters of her
generation, Vega emerged as a lead-
ing figure of the folk-music re-
vival of the early 1980s when,
accompanying herself on acoustic
guitar, she sang what has been
labeled contemporary folk or neo-
folk songs of her own creation in
Greenwich Village clubs.

Since the release of her self-
titled, critically acclaimed 1985
debut album, she has given sold-
out concerts in many of the world’s
best-known halls.

The Forum Theatre is located at
314 Main Street in Metuchen. For
more information call (732) 548-
5600.

Multimedia
Exhibit at Les

Malamut
UNION - The Les Malamut Art

Gallery will host an exhibit entitled
“Unique Visions” from March 1
through April 29. Featured will be
twenty-five art works by six New
Jersey artists.

This multimedia exhibit includes
oil and pastel paintings, collages and
photography. The artists in the group
have been exhibiting together since
2008. They include Michal Barkai of
Livingston; Ann Frommer of
Chatham; Charles Miller of Ringoes;
Dorothy Siclare of Millington;
Doreen Valenza of Livingston; and
Rosalia Tignini of Roselle Park. These
award-winning artists promise an
exciting show. All artwork is for sale.

The Gallery is located on the lower
level of the Union Public Library
located at 1980 Morris Avenue in
Union. The exhibit is free and open to
the public during regular library
hours. It is handicapped accessible.

For further information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com
or call (908) 851-5450.

NJWA to Offer
Kids ‘n Arts

WESTFIELD - Kids ‘n Arts, an
introduction to the creative and per-
forming arts for children ages three
to five, will now be joined by Tots ‘n’
Arts, an equally imaginative program
for children ages 24 to 36 months.

Both programs, which include age-
appropriate art, music and drama ex-
periences, will be held at the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts located
at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

A unique program now in its eigh-
teenth year, Kids ‘n Arts has pro-
vided youngsters with a high quality
introduction to the creative arts in a
safe, comfortable and stimulating en-
vironment. Each week, the class will
focus on a book chosen for its cre-
ative excellence and relevance to the
children’s experience and interests.
Various activities are centered around
the themes of the book.

Parents may choose either of the
12 two-hour sessions on Thursdays
from 9:30 am to 11:30 am or 12:30
pm to 2:30 pm. Tuition for the class,
which begins on March 10 and ends
on June 2, is $384.

Tots ‘n’ Arts will meet for 12 ninety-
minute classes on Tuesdays, with a
choice of 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. Tuition for the
session is $290. Classes will begin on
March 8 and continue until May 31.

For additional information and a
brochure on  any program of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts, please
call (908) 789-9696, visit the NJWA
studios or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Dorothy Siclare’s Mussels and Lemons



Wilber’s Painting
973-762-6333

www.goleader.com



Wilber’s Carpentry
973-762-6333
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