
OUR 121st YEAR – ISSUE NO. 49-2011 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, December 8, 2011USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

PPPPPAAAAAGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEXGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Police ............ 6
Community ... 6-7, 16
Obituary ........ 16

Education ...... 8-9
Sports ............ 11-15
Real Estate .... 11-15
Classifieds ..... 15
A&E .............. 17-18

Become Part of the Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Sales Team
At Coldwell Banker, there are no sales positions... just exceptional real estate careers!

Westfi eld - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfi eld  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfi eldwest
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALSSnap this QR 
code with your 
Smartphone 
to visit our 
Web site

George Kraus
Branch Vice President

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
GIDDY UP…Attendees were treated to horse-drawn wagon rides at the 16th
annual Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration held Sunday at the Scotch Plains
Village Green.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOLY NIGHT…Visitors witness members of the church play the roles of the
main characters in the Nativity tableau, which featured live animals on the great
lawn at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader, archive 12/18/2008
YULETIDE CAROLERS...The Yuletide Carolers serenade shoppers in downtown Westfield on a Saturday afternoon in
2008 with traditional carols. Pictured, from left to right, are: Susie Padlow, Rich McNanna and Krista Mazur.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HERE TODAY, GONE TOMORROW…By this time of year, Westfield usually
has completed two leaf pickups. Removal of leaves on Lawrence Avenue, shown
here, has begun as debris pickup from the October storm is complete in this area.

Westfield Progresses on Debris,
Eyes Mindowaskin Dredging

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea again updated the coun-
cil on the Department of Public
Works’ (DPW) progress in branch
and leaf pickup at Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session.

According to Mr. Gildea, the “ma-
jority of the town is basically fin-
ished” for branch and tree pickup
from the October storm. He said that
he hopes the pickup will be complete
next week and that then all of the
town’s DPW crews will be commit-
ted to leaf collection.

Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins
questioned whether or not it would

be faster for the town to be chipping
the trees on site, rather than hauling
the debris to the town’s conservation
center. She said that she is not able to
discuss these types of issues with the
public works committee because “our
committee never meets.”

Mr. Gildea said it would not be
faster, but the town is shopping around
for disposal pricing in order to get rid
of the debris and is looking at the cost
of chipping some or all of the wood.

He added that the process is slow
because of the large volume of debris
coupled with the fact that only half of
the DPW workers are committed to
debris pick up while the other half is
working on leaf collection. Mr. Gildea
said the 4,000 yards of debris that the

town picked up following Hurricane
Irene took three weeks with use of
the entire staff, but that this storm left
over 9,000 yards of debris for pickup.
He also noted that this is an extra
service the town is providing for pri-
vate debris, and that some other towns
are not offering any pickups.

In other business, the council ex-
amined a resolution approving the
meeting schedule for 2012. If ap-
proved at next week’s public meet-
ing, the council’s conference sessions
would begin at 7:30 p.m. instead of
the current time of 8 p.m. The pro-
posed schedule also calls for nine of
the conference sessions to be held on
the same night just prior to the regu-
lar 8 p.m. public sessions.

The council will also consider a
resolution next week to award a con-
tract to Birdsall Engineering Services
Group of Cranford in an amount not to
exceed $33,400 for engineering ser-
vices required for the evaluation of
dredging Mindowaskin Pond.

According to Town Engineer Kris
McAloon, this study will give the
town the information it needs prior to
going out for bid for the actual dredg-
ing and refurbishment of the flume.

Councilman Dave Haas questioned
how much the dredging would cost,
but Mr. McAloon and Mr. Gildea
said the cost would be dependent on
how much material has to be removed
and the level of contamination of the
material that must be disposed.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, as well as
Councilmen Frank Arena and Mark
LoGrippo, were absent from the
meeting due to work obligations.
Councilman Jim Foerst was absent
as he was attending to family mat-
ters following the passing of his fa-
ther. Acting Mayor JoAnn Neylan
extended the council’s sympathies
to Councilman Foerst and his fam-
ily, saying that she wanted him to
know “how sorry we are for the loss
of his father.”

Cranford Could See A
Larger Municipal Building

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township officials
in attendance at a special workshop
meeting Monday night were in agree-
ment to spend more to essentially do
away with the first floor of the mu-
nicipal building and build up and out.

Three plans were put together by
the Municipal Building Task Force,
chaired by former township mayor
Paul LaCorte, to rebuild the munici-
pal building after Hurricane Irene
wiped out the first floor of the build-
ing, taking out the police headquar-
ters, 9-1-1 service, courtroom, TV-
35 and other offices, as well as dam-
aging paperwork and equipment.

Currently, the municipal court of-
fices, health department, TV-35 and
the Downtown Management Corp.
(DMC) are operating out of trailers
on the lawn of the municipal build-
ing. The police headquarters has
moved to the second floor of the
municipal building.

The three plans ranged in cost from
$3.1 million to over $11 million, Mr.
LaCorte said, but stressed that these
were “raw” figures. Plan 3, which the
township committee favored, was to
build a second story and build out,
and move the parking underneath.
Plan 2 was to build a 6,000-square
foot dormer. Plan 1 was to retrofit the
first floor by constructing it better to
resist floodwaters such as raising the
courtroom 21 inches, which saw five
feet of water during Irene, installing
dam doors, and using building mate-
rials that would not get damaged by
water. Measurements for the Plan 3
addition were not given at the meet-
ing, and architectural and engineer-
ing firms have yet to be hired to draw
up plans.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell,

along with township commissioners
Mark Dugan and Edward O’Malley
all were in agreement to move for-
ward with Plan 3. The township com-
mittee will have to vote on which
plan to move forward on.

Under Plan 3, the courtroom, squad
room and radio room would be housed
on the third floor, the municipal of-
fices and council chambers would be
located on the second floor along
with the police department.  Police
Chief Eric Mason, the acting town-
ship administrator, told The Westfield
Leader there were no safety concerns
with residents and employees shar-
ing the elevator with people attend-
ing court. He said persons with mu-
nicipal court hearings would be
walked up the stairs, as is the current
protocol. Before Irene, the courtroom
was on the first floor, which is situ-
ated at ground level, and currently
the township is holding court in
Westfield’s municipal courtroom.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach said an-
other option could be an interlocal
agreement with Westfield to share
the court.

Moving certain functions of the
township to a separate location, such
as across the street by the fire depart-
ment, was also brought up.

“It’s nice to know that everything
they (residents) need is here. I would
advocate to keeping all of our ser-
vices here,” Mr. Mason said.

Money to fund the project would
be a combination of taxes to pay off
a bond, flood insurance income, and
potential reimbursement from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said the town has a $1-
million flood insurance policy, as well
as an excess flood policy which they

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Stimulus Projects Jump
$1.5 Mil. In Change Orders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Federal requirements
on American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) as well as new
specifications from the state have in-
creased the cost of Union County
road improvements by $1.5 million,
change orders that were approved by
the Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday night. The county received
$23 million in ARRA funding last
year, $11.3 million of which was
allocated for road and intersection
improvements.

Schifano Construction of
Middlesex Borough was given two
change orders, the first totaling
$688,506 for a new contract of
$4,578,005 for a 2009 road surfacing
contract, and a second for $575,822
for a 2011 resurfacing contract, bring-
ing that total to $4,580,450. In addi-
tion, The Louis Berger Group of
Morristown was given a $245,890
change order for construction inspec-
tion services, bringing that contract
to $770,618 for ARRA road projects.

Birdsall Services Group of
Cranford was awarded a $25,000

change order for a new contract of
$266,117 for additional inspection
work to ensure handicap ramps are in
compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) per the
county’s 2011 road resurfacing con-
tract.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
said after the county had bid the
project out to contractors, the county
was told its contract specifications
did not match federal government
requirements for handicap ramps.

“[That] added hundreds of ramps
that had to be done,” Mr. Graziano
told the freeholders. “That’s why you
have close to a million dollars just for
contractors stuff alone on this project.
We have gotten letters that we are
getting paid back for all these
(changes)…So, yes, this has to be
done, but they (federal government)
are paying for it.” He later said 279
handicap ramps had to be added to
the county’s resurfacing contract per
ARRA requirements. Mr. Graziano
told The Westfield Leader that 110
ramps were included in the original

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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BOE Auditor Says Collision Made
Bid-Rigging Scheme Tough to Catch

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Reporting on the
district’s annual audit, Robert
Morrison of Hodulik and Morrison
PA told the Board of Education
Tuesday night that the bid-rigging
scheme that led to charges against
the district’s business administra-
tor, engineer and three contractors
was all but impossible to catch in
district financials due to collusion
between the parties charged.

“If all the people who are sup-
posed to keep checks and balances
on each other are working together
it is hard to determine the prob-
lem,” Mr. Morrison said.

He stated the problem was that
the district “may have been paying
for work that had never been per-
formed. That is the problem when
there is collusion.” Mr. Morrison
said “there was not one lack of
diligence in the checks and bal-
ances system” but that the parties
involved seemed to have “got to-
gether to circumvent the system.”

“This is nearly impossible to de-
tect,” Mr. Morrison said. “It is ex-
tremely hard to design a system
that is collusion proof.”

Last March charges were made

against Mr. Disko for preparing
fraudulent quotes and estimates for
work done in the district. He re-
cently pled guilty to charges of in-
flating quotes and working with
three contractors who were charged
with making false contract payment
claims. Mr. Disko was charged with
receiving approximately $80,000 in
kickbacks.

Mr. Berman has pled guilty to
bribery for accepting $13,000 worth
of window glass and doors installed
at his home in return for making
written recommendations to use that
contractor. His sentencing is sched-
uled for February 3 at the Union
Court Courthouse before state Su-
perior Court Judge Joseph Donahue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP BOA Continues Hearing
On UC Foul Ball Netting

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment held its second hearing on the
elaborate netting system proposed
by Union County Catholic Regional
High School, 1600 Martine Avenue,
to contain foul balls from their base-

ball field which are falling into the
backyards of the neighbors who live
on Dutch Lane and Black Birch
Road.

The hearing was held on Thurs-
day night and Peter Steck, a planner
from Maplewood who represented
the school, gave sworn testimony.



Page 10 Thursday, December 8, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WISH LIST…Kiran and Drew of Cranford sit on Santa’s lap when he visited the
Cranford Community Center on Saturday morning. The Cranford Jaycees
sponsored the event.

Photo courtesy of Bob DeFelice
GOOD READ…Bob DeFelice, left, Jack Smith, center, and Lisa DeFelice enjoy
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times during  a recent
Giants-New Orleans Saints game.

Westfield Police DWI Crackdown
To Run Through January 2

WESTFIELD – Law enforcement
officials from the Westfield Police
Department will be cracking down
on drunk drivers as part of the an-
nual holiday season’s “Drive Sober
or Get Pulled Over” statewide cam-
paign. Beginning on December 5
and running through January 2, lo-
cal and state law enforcement offi-
cials will conduct saturation pa-
trols and sobriety checkpoints look-
ing for motorists who may be driv-
ing while intoxicated.

A concentrated national effort,
the campaign helps to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of drinking
and driving through high-visibility
enforcement and public education
tools, including posters, banners
and mobile video display signs.
Launched nationally in 1999, the
program works to combat drunk
driving during some of the busiest
travel times of the year.

“This is a critical law enforce-
ment program that can save lives
during a time of the year when

impaired driving traditionally in-
creases by nearly 10 percent,” Cap-
tain David Wayman of the Westfield
Police Department said. “This ini-
tiative brings attention to the seri-
ous consequences of drunk driving
and the grave danger those who
choose to drink and drive pose to all
who share the road with them.”

Last year in New Jersey, 168
people were killed as a result of
alcohol-related crashes. That num-
ber represents 30 percent of the 556
traffic fatalities reported in the state
in 2010.

Law enforcement agencies par-
ticipating in the “Drive Sober or
Get Pulled Over” statewide crack-
down urge individuals to take mass
transit or a taxicab or ask a sober
friend for a ride home or spend the
night where the activity is held.
Motorists are urged to report im-
paired drivers to law enforcement.
In New Jersey, drivers may dial 77
on their cell phones to report a drunk
driver.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.
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WF Specialty Inspection
Station to Reopen

WESTFIELD – New Jersey Mo-
tor Vehicle Commission (MVC) ad-
vises that the Westfield Specialty
Inspection Station is now open for
appointments at 410 South Avenue
East in Westfield for specialty ve-
hicles only.

This location replaces the
Morristown Specialty Inspection
Station that was permanently closed
after damages sustained by Hurri-
cane Irene. The Westfield location
is open Monday through Friday 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Appointments may
be made by calling (908) 233-3412.

Vehicles that require Hi-Rise
Stabilizer testing must visit spe-
cialty inspection stations at 1010
Comstock Street, Asbury Park,
or Winslow Township, located at
550 Spring Garden Road in
Ancora.

For more vehicle inspection in-
formation, please visit
www.njinspections.com or call
(888) NJMOTOR.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CHEERS…Dave and Connie Roth of Fanwood had approximately 150 friends
over to help light their tree and welcome the Christmas season on Saturday night.
Enjoying goodies of all sorts to eat and drink, everyone cheered as the 15,000
lights were turned on.

could potentially receive $10 to $15
million after the damages are as-
sessed.

Funding from FEMA was also
discussed, but the general consen-
sus was to move forward with a
plan that suits the township and
community’s needs, rather than
what FEMA may fund. The maxi-
mum amount FEMA would fund is
75 percent of the cost, Mr. McCarthy
said.

In order to go to FEMA, the town-
ship has to have a “shovel ready
plan,” Mr. Mason said. Then FEMA
would evaluate the cost/benefit of
the plan before making a decision,
which would come in mid-2013.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

project.
Mr. Graziano noted that the 2011

road resurfacing change order to
Schifano would be reimbursed from
money left over from a 2009 New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) grant awarded to Union
County for its road-resurfacing con-
tract. He said the money was not
needed that year because the county
received ARRA funding. The change
in the 2011 resurfacing contract oc-
curred after the county learned that
the DOT had changed its specifica-
tions on road projects to be in com-
pliance with federal guidelines.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he often travels on Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
“A lot of those handicap ramps are
okay, but what you are saying is be-
cause of the ARRA money, the gov-
ernment is telling the county you
have to actually upgrade these per-
fect ramps that were not falling apart,
not decrepit, and you had to tear them
all apart and replace them with ramps
that look very, very similar,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Mr. Paterson also criticized the
money being spent on Berger for
inspection services, calling it a “wow
number.”

John Kovar from Berger said a
requirement of ARRA projects is for
an on-site inspector “at all times.” He
said one of the reasons for the addi-
tional costs was a six- to eight-month
delay in getting materials for the road-
work, which extended the contract,
requiring inspectors to be on-site
longer than expected. Mr. Graziano
told The Leader there was a backlog
on light poles for the intersections.

Todd Hay of Pennoni Associates
said his firm would be working with
Schifano to identify which ramps
need to be upgraded per changes in
DOT specifications. Those improve-
ments will be completed in 2012.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution setting aside
$60,000 for the county’s Code Blue
initiative. Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo said the program, be-
gun six years ago, assists homeless

persons on the street in getting into
shelters when temperatures drop be-
low 25 degrees in the winter.

He said the money, an increase of
$6,000 from the amount used last
year, places persons in hotels and
motels for the night when available
shelters are full. Last year, the county
had 1,000 placements in hotels and
motels during extremely cold winter
nights.

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
why the county has again contracted
with Web Creations of Clark for work
on the county’s website. The county
gave the firm a $136,000 contract last
year to upgrade the site. This year’s
contract is $100,000 lower. Mrs.
Renna questioned why the county’s
information technology or public in-
formation departments could not do
the work in-house.

“This year’s contract is a signifi-
cant reduction over last year. We are
going to attempt to do as much work
as we can in-house...We will only
utilize their services if it is necessary
for something that is beyond the scope
of what our IT department can
handle,” County Manager Al Faella
said.

During the public portion of the
meeting, George Karahktis of Eliza-
beth questioned money being spent on
alcohol and drug abuse programs. The
board approved a resolution to reallo-
cate $10,000 of funds from the JFK
Steps Recovery Center, reducing its
contract to $53,478, and reallocate the
funds to the Organization of Recovery,
increasing its contract to $29,890.

Mr. Karahktis questioned whether
JFK uses the 12 Steps program, which
he claims is a religious organization
deemed so by the courts. “Are we
supporting a religious organization?”
he asked.

“The 12 Steps is not a religious
organization. They believe in a higher
power, which is not necessarily God,”
Freeholder Scanlon commented.

She said the county is funding al-
coholism and drug addiction recov-
ery. Mr. Karahktis said the program
the county is using has only a 3-
percent success rate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stimulus Projects

Board members asked Mr.
Morrison if there was anything that
could be done to better protect them
against this happening again. Mr.
Morrison replied that there are con-
struction management companies
that could be employed to add an-
other layer of a checks and bal-
ances to the system, but that these
companies are expensive. He stated
that, “this is hard because this is
public money.” He said it would be
hard to justify spending additional
money to pay for work done that
would cost less than what it would
cost to pay a management company.

In his report, Mr. Morrison stated
that all paperwork was meticulously
scrutinized from last year and that
all papers filed for work being done
for the district “impeccable.”

He said “appropriate accounting
principals were used” by the dis-
trict, citing guidelines set forth by
the U.S. Comptroller’s office as well
as the federal government’s and the
state’s controls on reporting finances.

Mr. Morrison commended the dis-
trict for putting $2.2 million in a
maintenance reserve account as op-
posed to last year’s $868.

“Two point two million dollars in
the maintenance account makes au-
ditors happy,” Mr. Morrison said.

He also noted that there was
$1,456,000 set aside to offset school
taxes for the upcoming budget.

In other business, board member
Richard Mattessich was unani-
mously elected as the new board
president replacing Julia Walker who
has resigned. Since Mr. Mattessich
had been the current vice-president,
board members unanimously voted
board member David Finn as the
new vice-president.

Interim Business Administrator/

Board Secretary Vincent Yaniro said
applications were collected through
November 30 to fill the board va-
cancy. Mr. Yaniro also noted that an
announcement on who will fill the
vacant seat would come from a deci-
sion by all board members later this
month. Mr. Yaniro said the remain-
ing year on Mrs. Walker’s term would
be on the ballot this April’s School
Election along with three full-term
seats.

The next Board of Education meet-
ing will take place this Tuesday, De-
cember 13 at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SP Zoning Board
Attorney William Butler of
Westfield also represents the school.
The school is seeking a D variance
to accommodate the height of the
poles, which are to support the pro-
posed netting, and a C (bulk) vari-
ance for setback from the property
line.

Rajul and Sachin Shah, of 6 Dutch
Lane, whose property abuts the
field, were granted a temporary in-
junction against batting at the field
until the matter of dangerous foul
balls is resolved. State Superior
Court Judge John Malone in Union
County granted the injunction in
June. The Shah’s are represented
by Woodbridge attorney Marc
Rogoff.

Although the school has had base-
ball games for the past 49 years, it
is only since the school reconfigured
the ball field, starting in 2009 at a
cost of $250,000, when the foul
ball problem started. Neighbors,
along with the Shah’s, contend that
the situation is dangerous and di-
minishes their property values. They
also say they do not feel safe using
their yards, decks and pools for fear
of being hit by the foul balls.

Under oath, Mr. Steck described
the proposed netting system and
the 10 poles of varying heights rang-
ing from 40 feet to 110 feet that
would be used to support it. He
used photos and drawings to illus-
trate the position of the netting sys-
tem. He also superimposed poles
on to the photos to help the board
visualize the structures. The set-
backs from the property line would
range from 23 to 35 feet.

Mr. Steck answered questions
from Mr. Rogoff about the syn-
thetic material used in the netting
and about its strength. Mr. Rogoff
asked Mr. Steck if the netting would
stop 100 percent of the foul balls.
Mr. Steck said he could not answer
the question since his expertise is in
planning. He did, however, say that
if the variances were not granted,
and the baseball program had to be
eliminated, it would impose a hard-
ship on the private school, which
has to market itself to attract stu-
dents. He also said that while the
school is in a residential zone it
adds to the public good as a school

and religious facility. Mr. Rogoff
questioned Mr. Steck as to the
asthetics of the project, regarding
having poles of up to 110 feet high.
Mr. Steck responded that the pub-
lic safety issue trumped the aes-
thetic issue. He further said, “the
school has been here since 1962,
the field has been fenced, and
shifted, to eliminate the foul balls,”
and that the netting will blend in
with the trees behind the homes.

Also testifying under oath was
Darin Phil of Suburban Engineer-
ing Inc. of Mount Arlington who is
the engineer on the project for
Union Catholic. Mr. Rogoff asked
Mr. Phil if the netting would stop
100 percent of the foul balls to
which Mr. Phil responded, “99 per-
cent.”

“If the judge says we have to
stop 100 percent of foul balls, then
we’re between a rock and a hard
place,” Mr. Butler said. He also
said “the school is doing every-
thing it can to strike a conciliatory
note with the neighbors so this is-
sue can be resolved.”

“The purpose of the netting sys-
tem is to protect the neighbors from
the foul balls,” he said.

Board chairman Ken Anderson
commented, “We are trying to ad-
dress the neighbors’ concerns. Just
how high will the netting be?”

Mr. Butler said David Tanner, an
expert on the trajectory of a base-
ball, will testify on that subject at
the next hearing.

Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil if he
considered a baseball backstop with
an over hang. “The distance be-
hind home plate did not provide
for the opportunity for a hooded
back stop,” Mr. Phil replied.

Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil why
the plan calls for 10 poles to which
Mr. Phil said they were needed to
support the heavy netting.

School officials and neighbor-
hood residents were present. The
hearing adjourned just after 11 p.m.
A third hearing to consider this
application will take place on Mon-
day, December 19 at 7:30 p.m.

David Tanner of California, de-
signer of the netting system, is ex-
pected to testify on the usefulness
of the netting at that time.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL VISIT…Santa and Mrs.
Claus visit Mountainside at the Christ-
mas Tree and Menorah Lighting Cer-
emony held at Trailside Nature and
Science Center on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Santa’s helper peeks at the scene at the Christmas Tree and
Menorah Lighting Ceremony held at Trailside Nature and Science Center on
Sunday.
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George Kraus
Branch Vice President

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIDDY UP…Attendees were treated to horse-drawn wagon rides at the 16th annual Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration
held Sunday at the Scotch Plains Village Green.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAITING FOR SANTA...Residents gather at the train station in Fanwood
waiting for Santa’s arrival at the borough’s annual Christmas celebration held
Sunday.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GALA EVENING…A good time was had by all at last Saturday’s Mayor’s
Gala at the Italian American Hall in Scotch Plains.  The 21st annual gala
honored the designers and builders of the September 11th Memorial on the
Scotch Plains Village Green.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHEERS…Dave and Connie Roth of Fanwood had approximately 150 friends
over to help light their tree and welcome the Christmas season on Saturday night.
Enjoying goodies of all sorts to eat and drink, everyone cheered as the 15,000
lights were turned on.

Stimulus Projects Jump
$1.5 Mil. In Change Orders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Federal requirements
on American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act (ARRA) as well as new
specifications from the state have in-
creased the cost of Union County
road improvements by $1.5 million,
change orders that were approved by
the Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday night. The county received
$23 million in ARRA funding last
year, $11.3 million of which was
allocated for road and intersection
improvements.

Schifano Construction of
Middlesex Borough was given two
change orders, the first totaling
$688,506 for a new contract of
$4,578,005 for a 2009 road surfacing
contract, and a second for $575,822
for a 2011 resurfacing contract, bring-
ing that total to $4,580,450. In addi-
tion, The Louis Berger Group of
Morristown was given a $245,890
change order for construction inspec-
tion services, bringing that contract
to $770,618 for ARRA road projects.

Birdsall Services Group of

Cranford was awarded a $25,000
change order for a new contract of
$266,117 for additional inspection
work to ensure handicap ramps are in
compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) per the
county’s 2011 road resurfacing con-
tract.

Joseph Graziano, director of engi-
neering, public works and facilities,
said after the county had bid the
project out to contractors, the county
was told its contract specifications
did not match federal government
requirements for handicap ramps.

“[That] added hundreds of ramps
that had to be done,” Mr. Graziano
told the freeholders. “That’s why you
have close to a million dollars just for
contractors stuff alone on this project.
We have gotten letters that we are
getting paid back for all these
(changes)…So, yes, this has to be
done, but they (federal government)
are paying for it.” He later said 279
handicap ramps had to be added to
the county’s resurfacing contract per
ARRA requirements. Mr. Graziano

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Cranford Could See A
Larger Municipal Building

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Township officials
in attendance at a special workshop
meeting Monday night were in agree-
ment to spend more to essentially do
away with the first floor of the munici-
pal building and build up and out.

Three plans were put together by the
Municipal Building Task Force, chaired
by former township mayor Paul
LaCorte, to rebuild the municipal build-

ing after Hurricane Irene wiped out the
first floor of the building, taking out the
police headquarters, 9-1-1 service,
courtroom, TV-35 and other offices, as
well as damaging paperwork and equip-
ment.

Currently, the municipal court of-
fices, health department, TV-35 and
the Downtown Management Corp.
(DMC) are operating out of trailers on
the lawn of the municipal building. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP BOA Continues Hearing
On UC Foul Ball Netting

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment held its second hearing on the
elaborate netting system proposed
by Union County Catholic Regional
High School, 1600 Martine Avenue,
to contain foul balls from their base-
ball field which are falling into the
backyards of the neighbors who live
on Dutch Lane and Black Birch Road.

The hearing was held on Thursday
night and Peter Steck, a planner from
Maplewood who represented the
school, gave sworn testimony. Attor-
ney William Butler of Westfield also
represents the school. The school is
seeking a D variance to accommo-
date the height of the poles, which are
to support the proposed netting, and
a C (bulk) variance for setback from
the property line.

Rajul and Sachin Shah, of 6 Dutch
Lane, whose property abuts the field,
were granted a temporary injunction
against batting at the field until the
matter of dangerous foul balls is re-
solved. State Superior Court Judge
John Malone in Union County
granted the injunction in June. The
Shah’s are represented by Marc
Rogoff of the Fords section of
Woodbridge.

Although the school has had base-
ball games for the past 49 years, it is
only since the school reconfigured
the ball field, starting in 2009 at a cost
of $250,000, when the foul ball prob-
lem started. Neighbors, along with
the Shah’s, contend that the situation

is dangerous and diminishes their
property values. They also say they
do not feel safe using their yards,
decks and pools for fear of being hit
by the foul balls.

Under oath, Mr. Steck described
the proposed netting system and the
10 poles of varying heights ranging
from 40 feet to 110 feet that would be
used to support it. He used photos
and drawings to illustrate the posi-
tion of the netting system. He also
superimposed poles on to the photos
to help the board visualize the struc-
tures. The setbacks from the property
line would range from 23 to 35 feet.

Mr. Steck answered questions from
Mr. Rogoff about the synthetic mate-
rial used in the netting and about its
strength. Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Steck
if the netting would stop 100 percent
of the foul balls. Mr. Steck said he
could not answer the question since
his expertise is in planning. He did,
however, say that if the variances
were not granted, and the baseball
program had to be eliminated, it would
impose a hardship on the private
school, which has to market itself to
attract students. He also said that
while the school is in a residential
zone it adds to the public good as a
school and religious facility. Mr.
Rogoff questioned Mr. Steck as to the
asthetics of the project regarding hav-
ing poles of up to 110 feet high. Mr.
Steck responded that the public safety
issue trumped the aesthetic issue. He
further said, “The school has been
here since 1962, the field has been

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Says Sunset Place to Be
Re-opened Prior to Any Decision

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Prior to
making any changes to the status of
Sunset Place, the street will first be
reopened so that township officials
can observe traffic flow on the thor-
oughfare to see if any alterations are
warranted.

The street has been closed to
through traffic for much of the past
two years while the Route 22 bridge
and the crossing’s intersections with
Park Avenue and Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads were wid-
ened and renovated in an effort to
ease traffic congestion, especially
during the morning and evening rush
hours. Prior to the street’s closing in

early 2010, commuters used Sunset
Place as a way to bypass heavy traffic
on Park Avenue en route to Route 22
or the bridge. As the project neared
an end, Sunset Place residents asked
the township council to permanently
close their street in order to improve
safety.

Jeannine Viscardi told the council
at its conference meeting on Tuesday
that her “primary concern is the safety
of residents.” Her Sunset Place neigh-
bor Tom Ostapiej echoed Ms. Viscardi
and showed council members a pho-
tograph of his car, which he said had
been damaged by a speeding vehicle
several years ago. His wife Kathy
also spoke, saying safety is at risk
because “it’s a dark street, it’s a nar-

row street, there is parking on both
sides and there’s an organization [the
American Legion Hall at the corner
of Sunset Place and Park Avenue]
with a bar.”

But Louis Pompilio, a realtor whose
office is also at the corner of Sunset
and Park, said he opposed closing the
street because it would hamper his
customers’ ability to reach his office
and park in his lot. Referring to Mr.
Ostapiej’s damaged car, Mr. Pompilio
said, “One car hit in all these years
ain’t bad.” He downplayed residents’
fears of speeding cars on Sunset Place
and said that the neighborhood is a
commercial area. And he added that
children, in any event, shouldn’t be
playing in the street.

Mayor Nancy Malool said on Tues-
day she was concerned that closing
the street would “create a precedent,”
and possibly “open the door for any
residents to claim their streets are
dangerous.”

Police Chief Brian Mahoney ad-
mitted the street was “problematic”
prior to its closing two years ago and
said both sides have “very valid
points.” Assistant Township Engineer
Joseph Timko showed the council a
preliminary sketch that calls for the
western edge of Sunset Place to be
closed off and turned into a driveway
that would lead to the parking lots of
the realtor and the American Legion
Hall. He said such a move would cost
about $30,000 in engineering and
other expenses, leading the mayor to
ask who would pay that expense.

Chief Mahoney and Mr. Timko both
said it would be best to re-open the
street and observe, via traffic counts,
what the traffic flow on the street is
like before deciding on any ultimate
solution. Mr. Timko estimated it
would take two to three weeks to do
a traffic flow study before returning
to the council with the results and any
recommendations.

In other business, the council ap-
pears to want a more aggressive deer
management program in the
Ashbrook Reservation this winter.
During a presentation by Dan Bernier,
director of Union County’s Division
of Parks Planning and Horticulture,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Faces $20,000 Hike
To PARSA for Sewerage Bill

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council heard
a presentation Tuesday night from
Robert Villee from the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority, better
known as PARSA, concerning an in-
crease in the borough’s sewerage cost
in 2012.

“We’re seeing an increase in our
PARSA payment…it would be pru-
dent to understand why, since it will
impact our budget,” said Mayor Mahr.

According to Mr. Villee, Fanwood
is the smallest of the towns that pay
PARSA for sewerage treatment ser-
vice, but the borough faces an in-
crease of about $20,000 in next year’s
bill (Fanwood’s current PARSA bill
is about $300,000).

Mr. Villee explained the rates in
many towns are going up, even at a
time when water and sewer usage has

dropped because of certain fixed op-
erating costs, federal environmental
regulations, debt payments, and other
expenses.

“The cheap removal of pollutants
[from municipal sewerage] has come
and gone,” Mr. Villee said.

Fanwood’s Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tomkins asked whether some of
PARSA’s $3.5-million reserve fund
could be used to help offset next
year’s higher bill.

Mr. Villee said some reserve funds
are put back into PARSA’s budget,
but reserves are needed to avoid “spe-
cial assessments” and to pay for capi-

tal projects.
“We’re going to have to raise that

extra money by raising the [local]
sewer rate,” responded Mr. Tomkins.

“We’re limited in what we can raise
by taxes; beyond the 2 percent [bud-
get] cap; we have to take it from
somewhere else [in the budget],” con-
tinued Mr. Tomkins.

“We’re the last element in the food
chain and ultimately we’re the ones
who have to pick up the tab,” he said.

“We see the writing on the wall,”
Mayor Mahr concurred.

The remainder of the agenda meet-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LET IT SNOW…Ice sculptor Neil Trimper carves a reindeer at the 16th annual
Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration held Sunday at the Scotch Plains Village
Green.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHRISTMAS TIME…Santa lights the Scotch Plains Christmas tree with a lift
from the fire department ladder truck at the Old Fashioned Holiday Celebration
held Sunday on the Village Green.

Photo courtesy of Bob DeFelice
GOOD READ…Bob DeFelice, left, Jack Smith, center, and Lisa DeFelice enjoy
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times during a recent
Giants-New Orleans Saints game.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that 110 ramps were included
in the original project.

Mr. Graziano noted that the 2011
road resurfacing change order to
Schifano would be reimbursed from
money left over from a 2009 New
Jersey Department of Transportation
(DOT) grant awarded to Union
County for its road-resurfacing con-
tract. He said the money was not
needed that year because the county
received ARRA funding. The change
in the 2011 resurfacing contract oc-
curred after the county learned that
the DOT had changed its specifica-
tions on road projects to be in com-
pliance with federal guidelines.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he often travels on Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
“A lot of those handicap ramps are
okay, but what you are saying is be-
cause of the ARRA money, the gov-
ernment is telling the county you
have to actually upgrade these per-
fect ramps that were not falling apart,
not decrepit, and you had to tear them
all apart and replace them with ramps
that look very, very similar,” Mr. Pater-
son said.

Mr. Paterson also criticized the
money being spent on Berger for
inspection services, calling it a “wow
number.”

John Kovar from Berger said a
requirement of ARRA projects is for
an on-site inspector “at all times.” He
said one of the reasons for the addi-
tional costs was a six- to eight-month
delay in getting materials for the road-
work, which extended the contract,
requiring inspectors to be on-site
longer than expected. Mr. Graziano
told The Times there was a backlog on
light poles for the intersections.

Todd Hay of Pennoni Associates
said his firm would be working with
Schifano to identify which ramps
need to be upgraded per changes in
DOT specifications. Those improve-
ments will be completed in 2012.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution setting aside
$60,000 for the county’s Code Blue
initiative. Human Services Director
Frank Guzzo said the program, be-
gun six years ago, assists homeless
persons on the street in getting into
shelters when temperatures drop be-
low 25 degrees in the winter.

He said the money, an increase of
$6,000 from the amount used last

year, places persons in hotels and
motels for the night when available
shelters are full. Last year, the county
had 1,000 placements in hotels and
motels during extremely cold winter
nights.

Tina Renna of Cranford questioned
why the county has again contracted
with Web Creations of Clark for work
on the county’s website. The county
gave the firm a $136,000 contract
last year to upgrade the site. This
year’s contract is $100,000 lower.
Mrs. Renna questioned why the
county’s information technology or
public information departments
could not do the work in-house.

“This year’s contract is a signifi-
cant reduction over last year. We are
going to attempt to do as much work
as we can in-house...We will only
utilize their services if it is necessary
for something that is beyond the scope
of what our IT department can
handle,” County Manager Al Faella
said.

During the public portion of the
meeting, George Karahktis of Eliza-
beth questioned money being spent
on alcohol and drug abuse programs.
The board approved a resolution to
reallocate $10,000 of funds from the
JFK Steps Recovery Center, reduc-
ing its contract to $53,478, and real-
locating the funds to the Organiza-
tion of Recovery, increasing its con-
tract to $29,890.

Mr. Karahktis questioned whether
JFK uses the 12 Steps program, which
he claims is a religious organization
deemed so by the courts. “Are we
supporting a religious organization?”
he asked.

“The 12 Steps is not a religious
organization. They believe in a higher
power, which is not necessarily God,”
Freeholder Scanlon commented.

She said the county is funding al-
coholism and drug addiction recov-
ery. Mr. Karahktis said the program
the county is using has only a 3-
percent success rate.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Stimulus Projects
fenced, and shifted, to eliminate the
foul balls,” and that the netting will
blend in with the trees behind the
homes.

Also testifying under oath was
Darin Phil of Suburban Engineering
Inc. of Mount Arlington who is the
engineer on the project for Union
Catholic. Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil
if the netting would stop 100 percent
of the foul balls to which Mr. Phil
responded, “99 percent.”

“If the judge says we have to stop
100 percent of foul balls, then we’re
between a rock and a hard place,” Mr.
Butler said. He also said “the school is
doing everything it can to strike a con-
ciliatory note with the neighbors so this
issue can be resolved.”

“The purpose of the netting system is
to protect the neighbors from the foul
balls,” he said.

Board chairman Ken Anderson com-
mented, “We are trying to address the
neighbors’ concerns. Just how high will
the netting be?”

Mr. Butler said David Tanner, an ex-
pert on the trajectory of a baseball, will
testify that at the next hearing. Board
member Chris Abeel asked Mr. Steck if
the netting could blend in with the veg-
etation. Mr. Steck replied that vegetation
would only mask the part of the struc-
tures and that landscaping would not be
a good benefit to eliminate the foul balls.
“Fast growing trees are brittle and break.
They don’t last as long as a slow growing
trees,” Mr. Steck said.

Mr. Rogoff proceeded to ask Mr.
Steck about the height of the poles and
a specific question on the setbacks from
the property line. He asked Mr. Steck if
he considered the impact of shorter
setbacks, on public safety and property
values. Mr. Steck said, “In my opinion,
is it not negative, the neighbors will be
able to use their yards.”

Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Steck if he
considered the conditions for approval
by the board of the variances to be
extraordinary and peculiar. Mr. Steck
replied that he did, but to force the
school to abandon baseball would im-
pose a hardship on the school. Mr.
Rogoff asked Mr. Steck again about the
possibility of using landscaping as an
alternative to the netting system. Mr.
Steck replied, “common sense answers
that question.”

Mr. Phil then answered questions
posed by Mr. Rogoff, who asked Mr.

Phil if he considered a backstop with an
over hang. “The distance behind home
plate did not provide for the opportu-
nity for a hooded back stop,” Mr. Phil
said.

Mr. Rogoff continued to question
Mr. Phil as to the color of the poles. Mr.
Phil replied that, “We (his firm) worked
in concert (and) made a joint effort with
our client to resolve this issue.”

 Mr. Rogoff asked Mr. Phil why the
plan calls for 10 poles. Mr. Phil said
they were needed to support the heavy
netting. Again Mr. Rogoff asked about
landscaping to which Mr. Phil replied
that trees would interfere with the net-
ting.

“We don’t have the distance behind
the netting. Trees would have to be
pruned to keep branches away from the
netting. This design today is the best
design (for the netting),” Mr. Phil said.

School officials and neighborhood
residents were present. The hearing
adjourned just after 11 p.m. A third
hearing to consider this application will
take place on Monday, December 19 at
7:30 p.m. David Tanner of California,
designer of the netting system, is ex-
pected to testify on the usefulness of
the netting at that time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Zoning Board

WF Specialty Inspection
Station to Reopen

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
has advised that the Westfield Spe-
cialty Inspection Station is now
open for appointments at 410 South
Avenue East in Westfield for spe-
cialty vehicles only.

This location replaces the
Morristown Specialty Inspection
Station that was permanently closed
after damages sustained from Hur-
ricane Irene. The Westfield loca-
tion is open Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Appoint-
ments may be made by calling (908)
233-3412.

Vehicles that require Hi-Rise Sta-
bilizer testing must visit specialty
inspection stations in Asbury Park at
1010 Comstock Street or Winslow
Township, located at 550 Spring Gar-
den Road in Ancora.

For more vehicle inspection in-
fo rmat ion ,  v i s i t
njinspections.com or call (888)
NJMOTOR.

the governing body raised concerns
about the number of deer not only in
the reservation but on neighborhood
streets and on residential properties.
Mr. Bernier said the deer density in the
reservation was estimated to be about
79 per square mile vs. experts’ views
that an optimal desnity is between 5
and 20 per square mile, depending on
the health of the forest.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders is set to vote next week to
award a contract to the Oak Ridge
Sportsmen Association to conduct the
deer hunt in the Ashbrook after the new
year, and Mr. Bernier said the aim was
to kill 60 deer.

Mayor Malool asked about deer re-
duction efforts in residential areas, and
Mr. Bernier said that in some towns
residents have signed waivers allowing
hunters to enter their property, usually
with bows and arrows, not rifles. In
response to a query from Councilman
Michael Marcus, Mr. Bernier said there
are safe ways to dispose of deer in
residential areas but that it “depends on
the neighborhood.” He said larger yards
are better, and that optimally, it is better
and safer to dispose of deer within the
reservation itself. In the Watchung Res-
ervation, where annual deer reduction
efforts are made, he said deer are en-
couraged to re-enter the reservation
from residential neighborhoods via
baiting.

Councilman William Vastine asked
whether, in an effort to sharply reduce
the deer herd in the Ashbrook Reserva-
tion, more hunting clubs should be
involved in the effort, but Mr. Bernier,
citing coordination and logistics is-
sues, called the idea “problematic” and
“perhaps dangerous.” Councilman
Kevin Glover said the program “needs
to be more aggressive,” saying that
reducing the herd by a projected 60 this
season “is not going to make a whole
lot of difference.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

ing was devoted to routine administra-
tive business and coordinating the
agenda for next week’s borough coun-
cil meeting.

Immediately prior to Tuesday night’s
agenda meeting, the governing body
held a brief special meeting to approve
a Public Service Electric & Gas
(PSE&G) “settlement agreement.”

As part of PSE&G’s North Central
Reliability Project, which includes
major equipment upgrades, six utility
poles in Fanwood will be replaced with
more modern poles.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said
the settlement “was the result of joint
negotiations” to ensure “the agreement
is in proper order.”

During the agenda meeting’s public
comments, resident Michael Lewis
asked for an update on the former Dean
Oil property at LaGrande Avenue and
Second Street.

Mayor Mahr responded that the
property’s environmental cleanup is
complete and the owners are now try-
ing to sell the vacant property. The
mayor explained that, due to the
economy, the owners were unable to
get financing for their planned
townhouse development.

After adjourning the agenda meet-
ing, the governing body went into ex-
ecutive session to discuss “litigation
relative to the [downtown] redevelop-
ment area” and “contract negotiations”
relating to property.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

police headquarters have moved to the
second floor of the municipal building.

The three plans ranged in cost from
$3.1 million to over $11 million, Mr.
LaCorte said, but stressed that these
were “raw” figures. Plan 3, which the
township committee favored, was to
build a second story and build out, and
move the parking underneath. Plan 2
was to build a 6,000-square foot dor-
mer. Plan 1 was to retrofit the first floor
by constructing it better to resist flood-
waters such as raising the courtroom
21 inches, which saw five feet of water
during Irene, installing dam doors, and
using building materials that would not
get damaged by water. Measurements
for the Plan 3 addition were not given
at the meeting, and architectural and
engineering firms have yet to be hired
to draw up plans.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell,
along with township commissioners
Mark Dugan and Edward O’Malley
all were in agreement to move for-
ward with Plan 3. The township com-
mittee will have to vote on which
plan to move forward on.

Under Plan 3, the courtroom,
squad room and radio room would
be housed on the third floor, the
municipal offices and council cham-
bers would be located on the second
floor along with the police depart-
ment. Police Chief Eric Mason, the
acting township administrator, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
there were no safety concerns with
residents and employees sharing the
elevator with people attending court.
He said persons with municipal court
hearings would be walked up the
stairs, as is the current protocol. Be-
fore Irene, the court room was on the
first floor, which is situated at ground
level. The township is currently hold-
ing court in Westfield’s municipal
court room.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach said an-
other option could be an interlocal
agreement with Westfield to share
the court.

Moving certain functions of the
township to a separate location, such

as across the street by the fire depart-
ment, was also brought up.

“It’s nice to know that everything
they (residents) need is here. I would
advocate to keeping all of our ser-
vices here,” Mr. Mason said.

Money to fund the project would
be a combination of taxes to pay off
a bond, flood insurance income, and
potential reimbursement from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said the town has a $1-
million flood insurance policy, as well
as an excess flood policy which they
could potentially receive $10 to $15
million after the damages are assessed.

Funding from FEMA was also dis-
cussed, but the general consensus
was to move forward with a plan that
suits the township and community’s
needs, rather than what FEMA may
fund. The maximum amount FEMA
would fund is 75 percent of the cost,
Mr. McCarthy said.

In order to go to FEMA, the town-
ship has to have a “shovel ready plan,”
Mr. Mason said. Then FEMA would
evaluate the cost/benefit of the plan
before making a decision, which
would come in mid-2013.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford Council

Paul Lachenauer for The Times
SPECIAL VISIT…Santa and Mrs.
Claus visit Mountainside at the Christ-
mas Tree and Menorah Lighting Cer-
emony held at Trailside Nature and
Science Center on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLIDAY SPIRIT…Santa’s helper peeks at the scene at the Christmas Tree and
Menorah Lighting Ceremony held at Trailside Nature and Science Center on
Sunday.
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A PLAINFIELD HERO…Union County Freeholder Linda Carter presents a
resolution to Tennyson Moore, 98, thanking him for his military service and
recognizing him as Plainfield’s oldest living veteran. Mr. Moore is U.S. Navy
veteran who was in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 when the Japanese
attacked the American naval base there.

Two Contractors Plead
Guilty in Bid-Rigging Scheme

TRENTON – Two contractors have
pled guilty to rigging bids and inflat-
ing school contracts at the direction
of an engineer who oversaw con-
struction projects for the Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
districts, Attorney General Paula Dow
and Criminal Justice Director Stephen
Taylor announced.

Kenneth Disko, 48, of
Mountainside, pleaded guilty in Oc-
tober to recommending rigged con-
tracts and taking thousands of dollars
in contract kickbacks in those dis-
tricts and the Tinton Falls school dis-
trict. Charges are pending against a
third contractor for contracts in the
Westfield and Tinton Falls districts,
the attorney general said.

According to Mr. Taylor, Martin
W. Starr, 45, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of Starr Contracting, and
Stephen M. Gallagher, 50, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction, pleaded guilty
to accusations charging them with
third-degree false representations for
a government contract before state
Superior Court Judge John S. Triarsi
in Union County. Under their plea
agreements, the state will recommend
that each man be sentenced to up to
364 days in the county jail and a term
of probation. The companies owned
by the individual defendants also
pleaded guilty to the same charge.
The individual and corporate defen-
dants will be disqualified from pub-
lic contracts for five years, and will
be jointly and severally liable for
paying a $50,000 penalty to the Anti-
Trust Revolving Fund for anti-trust
enforcement efforts.

Mr. Disko, the former contracted
engineer or engineer/architect on record
for the Westfield, Tinton Falls and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school districts,
pleaded guilty on October 12 before
Judge Donohue to an accusation charg-
ing him with second-degree false rep-
resentations for a government contract.
He faces three to five years in prison
and a penalty of at least $50,000 when
he is sentenced January 20, 2012. He
admitted that he orchestrated a series of
bid-rigging and kickback schemes from
2001 to 2010 in those school districts
involving Mr. Starr, Mr. Gallagher and
a third contractor, John Sangiuliano,
57, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company,
who faces pending charges.

Mr. Disko admitted he prepared
fraudulent quotes and estimates and
directed contractors to inflate quotes
and estimates. Mr. Starr has admitted
that in 2009 and 2010 he prepared
fictitious quotes from legitimate con-
tractors without their permission and
submitted them to Mr. Disko in order
to appear to be the lowest bidder for

contracts worth nearly $25,000 that
were awarded to Starr Contracting
by the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood districts.

Mr. Gallagher admitted that he
helped Mr. Starr to obtain those con-
tracts by preparing fraudulent and
fictitious quotes and estimates for his
own companies and submitting them
to Mr. Disko as higher bids than those
submitted by Mr. Starr. Also, in con-
nection with other contracts that were
awarded to Mr. Gallagher’s company
in the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood districts, Mr. Gallagher in-
flated quotes and the cost of work
performed. The state’s investigation
revealed that in return for the inflated
contracts, Mr. Gallagher gave cash
kickbacks to Mr. Disko.

With respect to Mr. Sangiuliano, it
is alleged that, in bidding on contracts
for the Westfield and Tinton Falls
school districts, he knowingly pre-
pared fraudulent quotes at Mr. Disko’s
direction bearing the names of other
legitimate contractors, making the
quotes higher than his own. It is also
alleged that, at the direction of Mr.
Disko, Mr. Sangiuliano knowingly
inflated Metropolitan’s quotes and the
cost of repairs for the contracts. In
exchange for the inflated contracts,
Mr. Sangiuliano allegedly gave kick-
backs to Mr. Disko in excess of $36,000
in 2009 and 2010. The investigation
revealed that Mr. Disko also received
over $44,000 in kickbacks from a
prior owner of Metropolitan who is
now deceased for contracts awarded
from 2001 to 2004.

Former business administrator for
the Westfield School District, Robert
A. Berman, 55, of South Plainfield,
pleaded guilty on October 24 to an
accusation charging him with third-
degree conspiracy to make false rep-
resentations for a government con-
tract. He admitted that he accepted
$13,000 in windows and doors from
Mr. Sangiuliano, who he recom-
mended be hired by the school dis-
trict.

Mr. Berman faces probation and
must pay a $13,000 penalty. He for-
feited his position with the school
district and will be permanently
barred from public employment in
New Jersey. His sentencing is sched-
uled for February 3, 2012 before
Judge Donohue.

Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

·24 Hour Towing

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·Free Pick Up and Delivery

Rosann & Leo L., Westfield

Heres what our Customers are saying
"What can I say? This is how the story goes. We

smash car. We call Joe. Joe picks up car. Joe handles
insurance company. Joe fixes car. Joe delivers car

better than new. For real! Works for us."

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Lease Extension on Burner
To Covanta Nearly Complete

Ralph Named to Board
WESTFIELD —Richard Ralph,

secretary/treasurer of the Board of
Trustees at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, has been appointed by
Governor Chris Christie to the New
Jersey Cemetery Board.

COUNTY — The Union County
Utilities Authority (UCUA) has ap-
proved a lease extension with Covanta
Energy, the company that runs the
county’s solid waste to energy incin-
erator in Rahway, through the year
2031. The UCUA had originally pro-
posed to extend the lease through
2045 but state officials balked, feel-
ing the term was too lengthy.

The Star-Leger has reported that the
county as well as 12 of the 14 munici-
palities that have existing contracts
with the UCUA have signed the exten-
sion. Summit was expected to ap-
prove a contract extension.

Under the new contract, participat-
ing municipalities will see their rates
drop $12 per ton on garbage from the
2010 rate of $64.44 per ton. The deal
is retroactive to the beginning of 2011
so municipalities will receive refund
checks this year.

In addition, towns like Westfield,
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, which
do not have contracts with the UCUA,
will receive annual grants based on

the tonnage generated in their com-
munities.

UCUA interim executive director
and Freeholder, Dan Sullivan, said
at last Thursday’s freeholder meet-
ing that the closing on the agree-
ment would occur in the next few
weeks.

“I think it (the $12 per ton de-
crease) is an extraordinary achieve-
ment. We also get to share in the
electrical revenues,” Mr. Sullivan
said at Thursday’s freeholder meet-
ing.

He said the agreement required an
“enormous amount of work” and that
the process to restructure the incin-
erator debt began in 2009.

Prosecutor’s Office to Host
Forum on Online Dangers

COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office will host an event
on Thursday, December 15 aimed at
educating parents and guardians of
the potential dangers their children
face online.

The 90-minute program will fea-
ture presentations by Sergeant
Michael Hoose, a social media and
Internet specialist from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, and
Ashley Craig, the founder of Stu-
dents Against Being Bullied, an ad-
vocacy group.

The presentation begins at 7 p.m.
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center in Rahway and will provide
parents and children important tips
and information for responsible
Internet usage along with the real
dangers of cyber bullying.

 This informative event will dis-
cuss ways parents can monitor and
promote safe browsing and ways
to ensure predators do not have
access to their children. It will also
discuss ways students can protect
each other from bullying and show-
ing there is hope for those being
bullied who might seek to harm

themselves.
 Organizers will also announce the

six winners of the “Say No to Cyber
Bullying” contest. Earlier this month
entry cards were sent home to more
than 18,000 middle school students
in Union County, urging them to come
up with a slogan to stop bullying. The
winners will receive a lunch date
with Zach Parise of the New Jersey
Devils along with an autographed
hockey stick and one for the winner’s
school. The event is sponsored by the
Bleiwise Family Foundation, The
Wilshire Grand Hotel, Rider Insur-
ance and the Union County Crime
Stoppers and will feature musical
performances by Jill Criscuolo and
Missbehaved.

During the event gift cards to Tar-
get will be handed out in a raffle.
Copies of a Union County produced
video on stemming cyber bullying
will also be available. Seating is lim-
ited to the first 1,300 respondents by
e-mailing a RSVP to
cyberbullying@ucnj.org.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway.

 Flooded Out Homes
TRENTON — The federal gov-

ernment has started the process of
potentially purchasing properties in
13 New Jersey towns, including
Cranford, which have been continu-
ously ravaged by flooding, most re-
cently during Hurricane Irene, state
officials have announced.

Three Men Arrested in
Quik Chek Robbery In SP

SCOTCH PLAINS -  Scotch Plains
police arrested three individuals on
November 30 for committing an armed
robbery at the Quick Chek conve-
nience store on November 25.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney an-
nounced that Nestor DelGadillo, 19,
of Plainfield, Gustavo Alasdiaz, 23,
of Plainfield and Kevin Veliz, 18, of
South Plainfield were all charged with
robbery, unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon
for an unlawful purpose. They are all
currently being held in the Union
County jail in lieu of bail that was set
by a Union County Superior Court
judge at $300,000. They are all sched-
uled to appear in Union County Su-
perior Court next week for their first
court appearance.

Chief Mahoney stated that the
Scotch Plains Police Department re-
ceived a 9-1-1 call at approximately
12:20 a.m. on Friday, November 25,
from the manager of the Quick Chek.
She stated that two two individuals,
later determined to be DelGadillo

and Veliz, came into the store and
produced a hand gun and demanded
cash. They left with an undetermined
amount of cash and fled into a vehicle
that was being driven by Alasdiaz.
The three became suspects when they
committed similar robberies in Spring-
field, Edison and Piscataway.

In conjunction with these other
towns, Det. Brian Hayeck of the
Scotch Plains Police Department
handled the investigation.

Anyone who has additional infor-
mation is asked to call Det. Lt. Brian
Donnelly at (908) 322-7100, exten-
sion 111.

Dog Licenses Due in GW
GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are

due during the month of January in
Garwood. To obtain or renew a license,
visit the municipal clerk’s office at 403
South Avenue, Monday through Fri-
day, between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Proof of
rabies vaccine covering the entire li-
censing year is necessary. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.

For Your Insurance and 
Savings Needs

05-3035 © 2011 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual).

Jeff Rembisz CLU®, ChFC®
Westfield
(908) 389-9909
jeffrembisz.com
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HE’S A GOOD GUY…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) receives
the 2011 “Good Guy” award from the Women’s Political Caucus of New Jersey.
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Maj. Gen.  Rieth Resigns
As Head of Nat’l Guard

Maj. Gen. Glenn Rieth, who has
led New Jersey state’s National Guard
for nearly a decade, resigned last
week after he was caught with a fe-
male aide “compromising position,”
according to CBS News. The inci-
dent occurred at the Trenton National
Guard headquarters.

Governor Chris Christie accepted
the resignation last Thursday. Maj.
Gen. Rieth had commanded more
than 9,000 soldiers and airmen in the
New Jersey National Guard. He was
first appointed by Democratic Gov-
ernor James McGreevey.

In accepting his resignation, Gov.
Christie said, “This is obviously a
difficult time for his family and Gen-
eral Rieth did the right thing by step-
ping down to address this as a per-
sonal matter.” His resignation be-
comes effective on Thursday, De-
cember 15. His replacement has not
been named.

Sen. Tom Kean Recognized by
New Jersey Small Business Group

WESTFIELD – State Senate Minor-
ity Leader Tom Kean Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) was honored with the Small
Advocate Award for his commitment
to small businesses and the New Jersey
Small Business Development Centers’
( NJSBDC) mission to help establish
and grow businesses and create and
retain jobs at NJSBDC’s network an-
nual luncheon on December 2.

The Small Business Growth Suc-
cess Award Luncheon recognizes key
NJSBDC network small business cli-
ents across the state representing di-
verse industries for their business

development and success. The event
was held at the Forsgate Country
Club in Monroe Township.

“In these difficult financial times,
small businesses are fortunate to be
able to rely on the resources and
expertise provided by the New Jer-
sey Small Business Development
Centers,” Senator Kean said. “I look
forward to continuing to work to-
gether with NJSBDC toward our
mutual goal of ensuring the stabil-
ity, vitality and the long-term viabil-
ity of small businesses in New Jer-
sey.”

courtesy of National Archives
REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR…On the morning of December 7, 1941...
the United States was attacked by Japan at Pearl Harbor, bringing the U.S. into
World War II. After two waves of attacks, 21 ships of the U.S. Pacific Fleet had
been damaged, 347 planes were either destroyed or damaged, 2,403 people were
dead and another 1,178 were injured.

Prosecutor’s Office, DEA
Bust Major Heroin Operation

REGION — A joint investigation by
the Union County Prosecutor’s Office,
the United States Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) New Jersey Di-
vision and the Elizabeth Police Depart-
ment has resulted in the arrests of seven
individuals who were involved in a
sophisticated and widespread drug dis-
tribution network, announced Prosecu-
tor Ted Romankow.

Search warrants were simultaneously
executed on December 1 at 297 Branch
Brook Drive in Belleville and 13 Barnes
Court in Perth Amboy. As a result of
these search warrants, $39,000, three
motor vehicles, and 250 grams of heroin
with a street value of $65,000 were
seized, Mr. Romankow said.

In addition to the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, DEA, and Elizabeth Police De-
partment, the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office, the Essex County
Prosecutor’s Office, Belleville Police
Department and Belleville SWAT Team,
and Perth Amboy Police Department
participated in the investigation.

The arrests and seizures were the

results of a two-month investigation
focusing on the activities of a heroin
trafficking organization operated by
Wendell Wilson, 40, which controlled
much of the heroin trade in Elizabeth.
Mr. Romankow said Wilson’s opera-
tion was being investigated by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office Guns,
Gangs, Drugs, and Violent Crimes Task
Force. The investigation revealed mem-
bers of Wilson’s organization distrib-
uted heroin in throughout New Jersey,
North Carolina and South Carolina.
Wilson is being held in the Union
County jail on $3 million bail.

Mr. Romankow said Wilson is a
high-ranking member of the East Side
Mob Gang PIRU, a set of the Bloods
criminal street gang. Authorities said
the Belleville address was being used
as a heroin mill, a location where pure
heroin was cut and packaged into glass-
ine envelopes for street sales.

“Arrests like these provide a stark
reality check on the depth and scope
that drug dealers have on communi-
ties,” Mr. Romankow said. “Every
agency involved in this operation is
committed to continuing investiga-
tions like these to get this poison off
the streets and those who push it
behind bars.”

Also arrested Jameel Perrin, 30, and
Kareem Anderson, 34, of Belleville;
Cornell Sims, 26, Tamir Minter, 29, and
Edward Wood, 28, of Elizabeth, and
Shaniqua Sims, 29, of Perth Amboy.

Bail was set at $3 million for Wilson,
$2 million for Perrin, $1 million for
Anderson, Cornell Sims, Minter, and
Wood, and $250,000 for Shaniqua Sims.

Rep. Lance Bill Paves Way for
Ruling on Health Care Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has introduced
the “Americans Need a Health Care
Ruling Act” (H.R. 3558). If approved,
the legislation would exempt the 2010
health care law from an 1867 tax
provision and pave the way for the
United States Supreme Court to rule
on the constitutionality of the legisla-
tion later this summer.

“Unless you practice tax law you
probably have never heard of the 1867
Anti-Injunction Act,” Rep. Lance said.

“But this obscure tax provision could
delay a final ruling on the constitu-
tionality of health care reform until
2015. Waiting for a decision on the
constitutionality of the health care
law until 2015 could be disastrous for
U.S. businesses and our economy by
continuing to deny regulatory cer-
tainty in this area.”

The nation’s highest court has agreed
to consider four key questions concern-
ing the constitutionality of the health
care law including whether Congress
had the authority to require individu-
als to buy health insurance by 2014 or
pay a tax penalty. Legal scholars differ
over whether the health care law adds
a “tax” for those who lack insurance or
instead imposes a “penalty” that must
be paid to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice.

Yet under the Anti-Injunction Act of
1867, judges are barred from deciding
on tax cases until the tax has been paid,
Rep. Lance said. The 1867 Act essen-
tially says that before a tax is chal-
lenged, it must first be paid. Therefore
if the Supreme Court justices find them-
selves closely divided on the issue the
court could invoke the Anti-Injunction
Act and put off a decision until 2015,
when the first taxpayer pays a penalty
for not having insurance, the Congress-
man explained.

For more than a year Rep. Lance said
he has advocated that the U.S. Supreme
Court rule expeditiously and spare the
nation years of litigation and uncer-
tainty.

“The constitutionality of the 2010
health care reform law is among the
most important issues to come before
the High Court in many years and the
Court’s decision will have significant
consequences for the American people,”
Mr. Lance said. “The nation should not
have to wait until 2015 for its ruling.”

PSE&G Spent
$1 Billion In N.J.

NEWARK — A recently released
analysis details the significant contri-
butions PSE&G makes to New Jersey’s
economy and communities, with $1
billion in salaries for state residents
plus $1 billion spent with New Jersey-
based businesses each year.

In Union County alone, the utility
bought over $150 million of goods
and services last year from 160 local
businesses, employed more than 760
county residents and donated approxi-
mately $870,000 to philanthropic
endeavors.

Stender Accepting
FoodBank Donations
SCOTCH PLAINS – Asw. Linda

Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) is welcom-
ing area residents to join with her in the
fight against hunger by donating non-per-
ishable foods to the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey this holiday season.

Non-perishable items may be dropped
off at Assemblywoman Stender’s Scotch
Plains office located at 1801 East Second
Street, Scotch Plains, Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Financial
donations are also accepted and can be
made payable to The Community Food
Bank of New Jersey and mailed to As-
semblywoman Stender, attn: community
food drive, 1801 East Second St., 2nd flr.,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.

All donations are delivered to the Com-
munity FoodBank of New Jersey in Hill-
side. The Community FoodBank is one
of the largest providers of groceries to
charities, soup kitchens, and food pan-
tries throughout the state, providing nu-
tritious foods directly to individuals and
families at risk of hunger. Donations of
hearty, nutrient dense foods such canned
tuna, peanut butter, canned meats, en-
riched cereals, soups and stews are en-
couraged. Contributors are asked to avoid
glass containers due to risk of breakage.
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

GW Mayor Clarifies Votes Taken
On Borough’s Longevity Ordinance

Having read the account of the
Garwood Borough Council meeting
of November 22, which appeared in
The Leader I felt compelled to make
a comment or two regarding the pro-
cess involving the longevity ordi-
nance.

The reporter did her job as far as
reporting what took place that evening
and, in fact to her credit, took the time
to listen to the recording of the July
12th regular meeting, however, the
whole story is not contained in the
recording of that meeting alone.

(I have personally listened, along
with our clerk, to the recording a
minimum of six times but probably
more, in order to properly amend the
minutes if necessary and we have
ascertained that there was an error
borne along the way from the confu-
sion of implementing the proper pro-
cedure and recording the same under
the circumstances that were present.)

Prior to the ordinance being intro-
duced on June 14th, there were al-
ready issues and questions raised
about the content and exact wording
at the workshop of the same date, but
the ordinance was still introduced. A
month later at the workshop prior to
the regular July 12th meeting, the
attorney mentioned that the longev-
ity ordinance should be tabled for
further consideration to be reviewed
more thoroughly.

The chair of the Laws and License
committee agreed, but stated he would
still like to have a public hearing and
then table the ordinance, at which
point the attorney explained and ad-
vised the council. Later that same
night at the actual council meeting, a

motion was made and seconded to
adopt the ordinance. A technically,
this was done because the ordinance
had been officially introduced a
month prior and it would need to be
moved for adoption in order that there
be something on the floor to be tabled.
A motion to table was made which as
reported then became the privileged
motion not needing a second. A roll
call vote was taken to table the ordi-
nance. Never did a vote take place to
adopt the ordinance.

It is obvious from the meeting and
workshop minutes going back to June
that there was confusion regarding
the terms of the longevity ordinance
and clarification would be required
so that the council members could
make informed voting decisions. It is
also obvious that the intent of council
was to have some public input and
that the council wanted to table it at
that same July 12th meeting.

One can argue that the instructions
for the procedure was flawed or the
minutes incorrect, but the bottom line
here is that the intent was clear that
the council wanted to table the ordi-
nance and that is what they did. There
are bound to be times when tempers
will flare and sometimes inappropri-
ate wording will be used to express
our feelings of the moment, however,
as adults we mend fences and go
forward with what we believe to be in
the common good. The ordinance
was reintroduced at the November
22nd meeting and the council will
vote on its adoption with a public
hearing on Tuesday, December 13.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood

We Thank All Our Volunteers
At Mobile Meals of Westfield

As we find ourselves in the midst
of the holiday season, the Board of
Directors of Mobile Meals would like
to take this time to thank our many
volunteers who give so much of them-
selves to see to it that the elderly and
homebound in our surrounding area
receive hot, nutritious meals. On an
average day we deliver to more than
50 clients, who in addition to their
hot meals also receive a packed cold
meal, which includes a sandwich,
salad, milk, etc. We would not be able
to do this without our wonderful vol-
unteers who pack the meals and drive
the routes delivering them directly to
our clients’ homes. We wish each and
every one of them a wonderful holi-
day season and a very Happy New
Year.

As much as we appreciate and are
grateful for our volunteers, we are
still in need of more. Volunteer hours
are very flexible. For example, we
have open shifts, on different days,
for those who would like to volunteer
their time to pack the meals. These
hours are from 9 until 10:45 a.m. In

addition, we also have openings for
drivers. There are different Routes
available on various days. The time
frame for this is 10:45 a.m. to ap-
proximately noon. If you are looking
to begin your new year by volunteer-
ing your time, please give us a call at
(908) 233-6146.

We also would like to take this time
to thank the Westfield United Fund,
and other local foundations for their
support of our organization. Their
generosity notwithstanding, we still
continue to operate at a deficit. If you
do not have the time to volunteer to
our organization yet would like to
contribute on some level, tax-deduct-
ible contributions can be made to
Mobile Meals, 170 Elm Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07092.

We are deeply proud of our many
volunteers who brighten and make
our clients lives easier. We wish them
all the best during this holiday sea-
son, and as they begin a new year.

Mary Doyle
Mobile Meals Board of Directors

Westfield

‘Occupy’ People Are Doing Us A Favor
By Expressing Their Ire in Our Govt.
A reader of The Westfield Leader

commented last week that it is
“shameful” that President Obama has
expressed support for the Occupy
movement despite some of the dis-
reputable behaviors that have been
exhibited at various campsites. I be-
lieve that when the President said,
“You are the reason I ran for office,”
he was referring to the messages that
have resonated throughout the world
via the Occupy movement.

The vast majority of citizens of this
and other countries are denied access
to the portals of political influence
because of limited financial resources.
The Occupy movement, I believe,
decries the increasing concentration
of wealth in our country while many
millions of people have been out of
work for years. They abhor the fact

that we have fought two expensive
wars in the last decade without bud-
geting for and paying the costs of
these wars on a current basis. We
have borrowed on the backs of the
future generations so that our wealthi-
est citizens can avoid paying greater
taxes.

The Occupy movement observes
the total inability of our Congress to
reach any agreement on the problems
we face and voices an objection. Cer-
tainly no one condones the abhorrent
acts committed by the small number
of offenders, but I believe that these
people who are expressing their ire at
the dysfunction in our government
and society are doing us all a favor.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Grelot – A small bell similar to a

sleighbell
2. Desmachyme – The connective tis-

sue of sponges
3. Ditokous – Producing two eggs or

young at one time
4. Lagarto – Spanish for alligator

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SARCENET
1. A kind of leather stuffing put into a

boot for the wearer’s ease
2. A graceful, stately, slow Spanish

dance
3. A small piece of artillery
4. A soft silk cloth, used for ribbons,

linings, etc.
HORNOTINE

1. Resembling grape clusters
2. A bird in its first year
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Solidified; hardened

JURAMENTADO
1. In Latin, a lawgiver
2. An individual devoted to the study

of dinosaurs
3. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
4. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

PILEOUS
1. Pertaining to plundering or looting
2. In biology, a small cap or crest
3. Hairy
4. Producing a putred odor

Westfield Needs Fire Safety Expert to
Answer Manpower Questions

All Citizens Are Invited
For Input On the

Frazee House Project
Union County residents observe

with interest the historic buildings,
sometimes decrepit, that dot our
towns, sometimes with hidden mean-
ings attached to them. One of these,
the Aunt Betty Frazee House in Scotch
Plains (www.frazeehouse.org), is now
the beneficiary of a planning grant
from the New Jersey Historic Trust.
One phase of this is a survey to elicit
the nature of interest in the future of
the Frazee House.

Please, if you wish to be heard
expressing your hopes or your doubts,
copy and follow the link
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / s /
frazeehousesurvey.

Citizens can also attend an evening
public workshop on the image and
public branding of the Frazee House
on Thursday, December 15,  at 6:30
p.m. at the Scotch Hills Golf Club on
Jerusalem Road.

Andy Calamaras, President
Fanwood Scotch Plains Rotary

Frazee House, Inc.

Prior to the elections, one of the
council members referred to that time
as “The Silly Season.” He must have
been referring to some of the com-
ments of his co-council members con-
cerning the workings of the Westfield
Fire Department. To repeat some of
those gems here would serve no pur-
pose except to underline the total
lack of knowledge demonstrated by
the council. We are now at a point
where the town is no longer using
mutual aid as an adjunct to our own
department; the town is relying on
mutual aid as a primary tool in fight-
ing fires in Westfield.

Please note the recent occurrence
of a fire at which the WFD arrived
within the proper time but had to wait
approximately 15 minutes for
Plainfield to arrive and bring the first
hose into the house. The council can
be proud that one of our engines was
so punctual, but it should be required
to explain to the homeowner why the

house had to continue to burn until
Plainfield arrived.

The police department’s numbers
were allowed to drop and the number
of burglaries went up. The town had
no problem allowing that department
to hire new officers. The town could
have relied on Cranford and Plainfield
to come to our aid.

What is it about the council that
deprives it of the ability to retain an
expert to tell it how a department
works and what the town needs? The
mayor can “rely on the experts” when
it comes to traffic lights. Why can’t
the council rely on an expert to ex-
plain to the public what the town
needs and then act on a truly expert
opinion? We keep hearing of trans-
parency. Let’s see the council present
an expert in fire safety who can an-
swer questions about the adequacy of
our present manpower.

A. John Blake
Westfield

Senator Steve Sweeney: “You know
we have more work to do. The tool kit
has to happen. We have to find a way to
put a tool kit together… We need civil
service reform… There’s things we need
to do, in order, now that we put this cap
on governments we’ve got to give the
governments tools so that they can live
within this cap.” (7/3/2010)

...Flashback...

It’s Not What You Owe
But How You Spend

My letter last week tried to help
Congressman Lance understand that
deficits are not simple things and that
just cutting cannot get you out of a
contraction. Another letter to the edi-
tor feels differently, that government
deficits, like family budgets, simply
need to be cut. So let me respond –
and so others can get their say let me
make this short – one paragraph. The
example family Mr. Sauerstein de-
scribes in his letter is the popular
pretend family so often used to ex-
plain deficit management. Of course
families cut back and adjust their
budgets when times are tight, but
they also, like here in Westfield, ap-
prove the school budget even know-
ing that their taxes will go up. Even
strapped, and in debt, they will bor-
row money to go to school, to be
retrained, take out loans to send their
kids to good schools. They do so
because they know that cutting back
alone spells disaster down the road.
They take out loans – ‘deficit’ spend-
ing – because they understand your
future is not about what you owe, but
about how you spent that money.
“The Party of No.” The Party of
Wrong.” “Yes, we can.” All sound
bytes with nothing to say about the
real growth choices required in our
near future.

Paul Schwartz
Westfield

Sometimes Logic Can Be
Downright Inventive

Why the County Had to Come Up
With a $Million to Redo Ramps

In an effort to restart the economy, Congress and
the Obama Administration launched the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act in 2009 (ARRA).
The goal was to put people back to work — espe-
cially in the building trades. But from what we
witnessed at last week’s Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders meeting, we have grave con-
cerns as to whether these funds have been properly
spent.

The county received some $23 million in ARRA
funding including $11.3 million for road improve-
ments such as for work on intersections. As part of
any work, contractors are required to install handi-
capped accessible ramps at all corners along road-
ways within a road improvement project as required
by the federal ADA (American With Disabilities
Act). Most roads already have these ramps, which
include mats to slow wheelchairs from speeding
down the slopes of the sidewalks and into traffic at
pedestrian crossings.

Union County approved some $4 million worth of
road improvement work last year to one contractor,
work that included the replacement of 110 ramps
that the county deemed no longer fit the specifica-
tions set by the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation. So Union County went out and bid the project
only to find out that the ARRA standard for ramps

was different, thus requiring the county to redo 279
additional ramps – ramps that had nothing wrong
with them other than perhaps their slope was higher
than required by ARRA. On top of that, the county
learned this year that New Jersey had changed its
specifications to match the new federal standards.
These “changes” resulted in $1.5 million in change
orders, which are no more than cost overruns. While
county officials say they will be fully reimbursed,
that still is not an excuse for over a million dollars in
Union County alone being wasted on replacing
perfectly functioning handicap ramps. This federal
and state snafu occurs, all while bridges in New
Jersey and New York are in dire need of significant
improvements before someone is killed.

We call on our New Jersey delegation to investi-
gate why these ramps have to be redone and demand
an assessment of priorities. If this impacted all 21
counties in New Jersey, the result must be in the
millions of dollars in ARRA cost overruns and
billions nationally.

Union County continues to do a great job on our
roads and does not need or want interference from
the federal government. Guidelines should be made
clear and up front.

Furthermore, grants should be expended on the
highest priorities and not snarled in bureaucracy.

Call It ‘The Sandusky Syndrome’
...If You Want

Whether it’s the pilfering of school lunch money,
as some school board members in Elizabeth are
accused, or if it is purchasing fraud as committed by
former Westfield School Administrator Bob Berman
and local contractors, there should be “zero toler-
ance” for villainy by officials such as these — and it
should be stringently enforced such as what’s cur-
rently in vogue and debated in school systems —
“Bullying.”

That’s why we’re dismayed as The Star-Ledger

reports that “roughly one-third of the state’s school
board members have failed to comply with a law
signed seven months ago that requires all members
to undergo criminal background checks.” We hear
the arguments about why some feel the law is not
right or just.

Nevertheless, we believe if one does not like the
law then get it changed. But ignoring the law in this
case could be nothing more than a “Sandusky Syn-
drome.”

What to Do About Rahway River Flooding?
The mayors of Cranford, Garwood, Millburn,

Rahway, Springfield and Union Township are call-
ing for help to mitigate against future flooding such
as occurred during Hurricane Irene in August. They
sent a letter to Governor Chris Christie requesting
$20 million to build floodwater storage areas and
enhance their levies.

Would this be the correct solution or just a repeat
of past mistakes? Seems like dredging the river on a
regular basis is a more effective safeguard. We

understand from old-timers that dredging from
Millburn though Springfield, Cranford and Rahway
then to the ocean outlet in Elizabeth was practiced.
The old-timers tell us the Rahway River bed in
Cranford was 12 feet deep back then. It’s about four
feet now, having been silted up (with little way for
the water to pass through). Could the old-timers be
correct?

Surely, a solution must be regional — and it must
be put in the hands of the engineers.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 8, 2011 Page 5

WF Citizens Panel Is Needed to
Establish Priorities for DPW

While I was pleased to see my com-
plaints about our DPW on the front page
(December 12, 2011 issue), since I be-
lieve I speak for many Westfielders who
share my concerns, I was disturbed that
your reportage contained a significant
error. I did not express displeasure that
Mr. Shaffer left before my comments. On
the contrary, I expressed relief at avoid-
ing the embarrassment of criticizing some-
one who had just been given an award.

Mr. Shaffer deserves recognition for
years of service and hard work, but as a
leader of the department he needs guid-
ance. Our DPW needs a priority-setting
leadership structure to better serve the
needs of the community and visitors to
Westfield. I suggested Mr. Gildea, a citi-
zen panel, or a town council panel – but
not if they will continue the line jumping
and preferences given to the loudest and
wealthiest neighborhoods. We all have
high taxes here; we deserve equal treat-
ment, and service that prioritizes the safety
of our kids, residents, and visitors.

One overriding priority that citizens
have requested for years is that the school
zones, including surrounding neighbor-
hoods, have priority for the sake of our
children who always walk some part of
the way to school. Even if a child is only
crossing after being dropped off, the cross-
walk must be clear and traffic manage-
able for safety. Failure to prioritize school
zones during both leaf and snow seasons
leaves the DPW unable to clear streets
during their scheduled day. One of my
criticisms at last week’s council meeting
was that the single overtime Saturday did
not focus on school zones during that rare
opportunity when streets were not clogged
with parked cars, particularly around
Westfield High School.

Last year’s snow was extraordinary,
but other towns managed better, partly
because they required that all cars be off
the streets. As I mentioned, some towns
had an overflow lot where those cars
could park until roads were cleared: we
have the Memorial Pool parking lots. The
self-centeredness of residents who leave
cars in the street when heading to warmer
climats for the winter, or those who just
don’t want to get up when their private
contractor comes in the wee hours, should
not be allowed to delay snow removal for
the safety of all. Furthermore, people
who live in apartments and only have on-
street parking should have a spot where
their cars won’t be buried.

After the second big snowfall last year
I shoveled a driveway on Wickom Drive
where the plowed snow filled six feet up
the driveway and the shoveled snow had
to be thrown eight feet high, as the 6,’ 4”
neighbor measured the bank. Important
in this story is that the other side of the
street had no driveways and no sidewalk:
the DPW had gone round and round this
circle plowing all the snow outward, when
plowing it the other direction would have
left a manageable burden for a dozen
homeowners. It would have also avoided
burying the fire hydrant under six feet of
snow.

The DPW should clear a crosswalk
where there is a crossing guard, clear fire

hydrants, and create openings in snow
banks that citizens often do not have the
tools or strength to manage. They should
familiarize themselves with neighbor-
hoods and plow onto areas with no side-
walks or driveways. I think it’s time to
bring the citizens into the process of
establishing clear priorities and brain-
storming to decide on ways they could do
better.

PS to Westfield Police: Please start
ticketing people who illegally idle for
long periods in the school zones – and
elsewhere – and the folks who make
illegal U-turns on Trinity Place every
school day.

Pamela Orbach
Westfield

 Because stroke knows

Get Better. Stay Better.

        Sudden weakness or numbness.
 Sudden confusion.
 Sudden trouble seeing.

Sudden trouble walking.
Sudden severe headache.
Sudden diffi culty speaking, swallowing.

732.381.4200  rwjuhr.com

KNOW THE SIGNS 

CALL 911
KNOW WHERE TO GO: 

Your primary stroke center for immediate care at 865 Stone St.

NO AGE
NO RACE

NO GENDER

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 
www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

WHS-PTSO Thanks Community For
Big Raffle Success: $4,000 in ProceedsLetters to the Editor

Thanks to All Children Who Came
To See Me and Mrs. Claus in SP

I just wanted to take this opportu-
nity to thank the children of all ages
who came out to see me at the Holi-
day Celebration in Scotch Plains this
past Sunday. It was great to see so
many people come out on a beautiful,
unseasonably warm day. Even Darth
Vader looked like he was having a
good time. I had a lot of fun meeting
so many great children and their fami-
lies. As we speak, the elves are work-
ing feverishly up at the North Pole
filling all the requests.

I want to thank the many people
who made my visit possible. Thanks
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Department of Public Works and
Recreation Department for helping
to set up the event and also allowing
it to run smoothly. Thank you to the
Scotch Plains Police Department for
keeping everyone safe. Thanks also
to the volunteer elves for making it a
fun day. A special thank you goes to
Mayor Malool for lighting the beau-
tiful Christmas tree in Alan August-
ine Park. I know Mayor Malool is not
crazy about heights, but she was a
real trooper when we lit the tree to-
gether. We were up so high we had a
beautiful view. It’s a shame she had
her eyes closed!! (Just kidding.)

A special thank you goes to SPBPA
President Lisa Mohn of Apple Blos-
som Flower Shop for planning the
event. Thanks also go to the rest of
the volunteers of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion for helping to make the day a
wonderful success. Lisa’s tireless ef-
forts have made the event a great
success for many years.

I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies (chocolate
chip or peanut butter) and milk (1
percent please – Mrs. Claus says I
need to lose some weight) on Christ-
mas Eve! And please don’t forget the
carrots for the reindeer.

Santa Claus
North Pole

In an ongoing effort to improve
technology at Westfield High School
(WHS), the WHS PTSO is pleased to
announce recent activities benefiting
the WHS.

This past fall, the PTSO held a raffle
to benefit the technology department
of WHS. Specifically, the funds will
be used to replace a number of out-
dated computers in the library. The
PTSO successfully sold 1,000 tickets,
with proceeds totaling almost $4,000.

To better determine the technology
needs of the high school, an online
survey, distributed by the PTSO to the
teachers of WHS in late October, was
completed. This survey included ques-
tions concerning current inventory, the
functionality of the current inventory
and the wish list (of the teachers) for
technology, which they believe, would
improve and enhance the day-to-day
instruction in their classrooms. With
the results of this survey, representa-
tives from the PTSO and the WHS
technology coordinators agreed a pur-
chase of 10 projectors would be im-
mediately beneficial. The funds for
the purchase and installation of the
projectors were previously earmarked
by the PTSO in their May 2011 bud-
get.

The survey and the results were
forwarded to the Westfield Superin-
tendent of Schools, the Board of Edu-
cation Ad Hoc Committee, as well as
the PTC Tech Committee; this is to
support them in their process of im-
proving the technology needs through-
out the entire school district. The PTSO
strongly believes a united goal is best
for the Westfield school district.

The PTSO wishes to thank the teach-
ers who took the time to complete the

survey and put in writing what the
needs of the school truly are at the
moment. The PTSO also wishes to
thank the many volunteers who helped
sell the fall raffle tickets as well as the
teachers, staff and parents who pur-
chased them. The PTSO is planning
further fundraising; these include an
electronic recycling drive in January
and a used clothing drive in March.
The funds will be used for the current
library computer replacement pro-
gram. The PTSO looks forward to the
communities’ support in achieving the
technology goals as determined by
the results of the technology survey.

Cindy Gallagher
Westfield PTSO President

DCA Urges Qualifed Residents to
Apply For Home Heating Assistance

For many households in crisis, the
most challenging times occur during the
cold months of the year when decisions
between paying for home heating or
other necessities must be made.

The federal Low Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program, or LIHEAP as
it’s known, provides a safety net for our
neediest citizens and helps them focus
on other necessities such as food, medi-
cation and housing. Last year, 287,992
New Jersey residents received LIHEAP
assistance for their winter heating bills.
To qualify for LIHEAP benefits, a house-
hold must be responsible for home heat-
ing, either directly or included in the
rent, and have a gross income at or
below 200 percent of the federal poverty
level.

 The New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs (DCA) and its partnering
community-based organizations are pre-
pared to help as many households as
possible again this year. DCA encour-
ages households to take advantage of
this critical program and submit their
applications for financial assistance as
soon as possible. LIHEAP provides
qualified applicants with money to help
meet their home energy needs. For the
purposes of the program, the heating
season – and application period – runs
from November 1 through April 30,
2012.

The program is administered through
the DCA’s Division of Housing and

Community Resources, which works
with local community agencies and com-
munity-based organizations throughout
the state to receive and review applica-
tions and determine if households are
eligible for assistance.

The amount of a benefit is determined
by a number of factors including in-
come, household size, fuel type and
available federal resources. The DCA
encourages all people who are income
eligible to quickly apply for LIHEAP
benefits to ensure they receive consider-
ation.

To apply, households should contact
the authorized community agency in
their area. A list of these agencies is
found at www.nj.gov/dca/ website or by
calling 1-800-510-3102.

The LIHEAP application can also be
used to apply for the Universal Service
Fund Program (USF), which is a state-
funded DCA initiative that helps make
natural gas and electric heating bills
more affordable for low-income house-
holds. To be eligible, a household must
have a gross income at or below 175
percent of the federal poverty level, and
pay more than 3 percent of its annual
income for electric or natural gas. If a
household has electric heat, it must spend
more than 6 percent of its annual income
on electricity to be eligible.

Lori Grifa
N.J. Comm. of Community Affairs

Fire Protection Assoc.
Urges Safety Precautions

Festive lighting, windowsill candles
and ornamented Christmas trees are staples
of the holidays, but these decorative items
also pose a fire risk if handled improperly.
In 2005-2009, on average, one of every 18
reported home Christmas tree fires re-
sulted in a death, compared to an average
of one death per 141 total home fires,
according to the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA). Holiday lights and
other decorative lighting were involved in
an estimated average of 150 home fires per
year during the same time. These fires
caused an average of eight civilian deaths,
14 injuries, and $8.5 million in direct
property damage per year.

 “Though decorations such as candles
or Christmas trees certainly spread holi-
day cheer, it is important to follow basic
safety steps so celebrations go off without
a hitch,” said Lorraine Carli, vice-presi-
dent of communications for the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA).
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Historical Society Launches
Membership Campaign

WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-
torical Society Membership Com-
mittee has announced that the
organization’s 2012 membership
campaign is underway.

Chaired by Vice-President of Mem-
bership Jane Francz, the committee
also includes members Lee Perry,
Ginny Rorden and Kris Luka.

According to the committee, the
generosity of the membership and
contributions from the public are more
important than ever at this time, as
the historical society embarks on new
projects as well as the expense of
maintaining the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center.

Emphasizing that its membership
provides the historical society with
the necessary support to continue its
varied activities and to sustain a last-
ing legacy for Westfield and the com-
munity, the committee urges the pub-
lic to contact the Westfield Historical
Society at (908) 654-1794 or
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org for fur-
ther information about joining the So-
ciety and exploring all of its activities.

As part of the Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center, located at
314 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, a
new archive building is to be con-
structed adjacent to the Reeve House.
The new archive building will pro-
vide safe storage for historical docu-
ments and objects as well as space for
viewing them.

With the restoration of the historic
Reeve House completed, the Society
has been in the process of moving
museum items and furniture from the
present Elm Street archives to the
Reeve House. The center will offer
many exhibits, tours, special programs
and events for visitors of all ages.

Monthly luncheons with speakers
as well as monthly evening speakers
provide a wealth of historical infor-
mation and fellowship. Everyone is
welcome to attend these programs.
With the start of the new year, addi-
tional exhibits and tours will be an-
nounced. Annual membership and
donations support all the historical
society’s programs and archival ac-
tivities, as well as future endeavors.

POLICE BLOTTER

JOIN US…The Westfield Historical Society has launched its 2012 membership
campaign. Interested persons are asked to call the historical society at (908) 654-
1794 or to visit westfieldhistoricalsociety.org for membership information. Pic-
tured are Vice-President of Membership Jane Francz, top center, and, left to
right, Lee Perry, Ginny Rorden and Kris Luka.

Hand & Stone Spa Opens
New Location In Clark

CLARK – Hand & Stone Massage
and Facial Spa just opened its 19th
New Jersey location in Clark at 77
Central Avenue in the Clark Circle
shopping complex, also home to Tar-
get and Marshall’s.

Kim Cagle, a Westfield resident
and mother of two, opened this new
location last week. “While I enjoyed
my job as an employment attorney, I
wanted to do something that helped
people in a more personal way, and
ideally be more active in my local
community,” said Ms. Cagle. “Hand
& Stone is a wonderful spa because
we provide high-quality professional
services that are very affordable, so
our guests can incorporate regular

massage and facials into their healthy
lifestyle.”

Hand & Stone is an approximately
60-plus-unit massage and facial spa
franchise with a mission to bring
massage and facial services to every-
one, meeting demand of consumers
who wish to receive the long-term
health benefits of these services.
Launched in 2005 by physical thera-
pist John Marco and now led by fran-
chise veteran Todd Leff, Hand &
Stone currently has locations across
the country and Canada, with plans
to open an additional 15 locations by
the end of 2011. For more informa-
tion on Hand & Stone, visit
handandstone.com.

SPA EXPERIENCE…Westfield resident Kim Cagle recently opened the 19th
Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa in New Jersey at 77 Central Avenue in the
Clark Circle shopping complex, pictured above.

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Borough of Fanwood Lists
Holiday Season Highlights

FANWOOD – The Borough of
Fanwood has announced its holi-
day season activities for residents
and visitors of all ages. Informa-
tion on holiday events occurring in
the borough also is available online
at fanwoodnj.org.

The Fanwood Lions Club and
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Company
are co-sponsoring their tree sale at
LaGrande Park. Hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 6:30 to 9:30
p.m., and Saturday and Sunday, 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Proceeds will ben-
efit the local community.

On Saturday, December 17,
Santa Claus will deliver gifts door-
to-door to Fanwood children, ac-
companied by Fanwood Fire De-
partment, Fanwood Police Depart-
ment and Fanwood Rescue Squad
personnel, starting at approxi-
mately 11 a.m.

Those wishing to have Santa drop
off a gift at their home may bring
the gifts to the Patricia M. Kuran
Cultural Arts Center (Carriage
House) on Watson Road now
through Saturday, December 10,
between 5 and 8 p.m. Gifts must be
securely wrapped and have the
name, address and phone number
of the recipient clearly marked.
Multiple gifts for one address must
be bundled together.

Gifts cannot be larger than 12
inches by 12 inches by 12 inches.
Individuals are asked not to leave
gifts at the police station. Late gifts
will not be accepted.

Two local food pantries are avail-
able for those in need. For infor-
mation on receiving food from or
donating food to the Scotch Plains
Food Pantry (which also serves
Fanwood), call (908) 322-6700,
extension no. 313, and for infor-
mation on receiving food from or
donating food to the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Food Pantry, call
(908) 889-8891. The Community
FoodBank of New Jersey also dis-
tributes food to locations serving
the needy.

Area residents are asked to bring
new or gently used coats, jackets,
hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and
socks for boys and girls, ages 3 to
16, to the collection box in the
lobby of the Fanwood Police De-
partment, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue, until Monday,
December 19. For drop-offs after
4 p.m. or on weekends, use the call
box to be buzzed in.

Saturday Bake Sale Among
Best Friend Holiday Events
AREA – Best Friend Dog and

Animal Adoption will hold a holi-
day bake sale this Saturday, Decem-
ber 10, at Schieferstein’s Farm and
Garden Center, located at 393 Madi-
son Hill Road in Clark. The event,
featuring baked goods donated by
local businesses and volunteers, will
be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The Best Friend Thrift Shop will
have a 60-percent-off sale on all
merchandise in the store this Satur-
day as well. Located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains, the
store is open from 10:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. every day except Sunday
and Monday. Proceeds enable the
organization to care for stray and
abandoned animals until they find a
permanent home.

The Best Friend Rescue group is
a not-for-profit organization run
solely by volunteers. Its thrift shop

currently is featuring holiday mer-
chandise for decorating one’s home
or for gift giving.

Best Friend volunteers will be gift-
wrapping at Barnes & Noble in Clark
this Sunday, December 11, from 4 to
11 p.m.; Monday, December 12,
from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. and Friday,
December 16, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Best Friend always is in need of
dog and cat food, both wet and dry,
as well as clumping litter, for its
foster animals. Donations can be
dropped off at the thrift shop during
business hours.

Tax-deductible donations also are
needed and greatly appreciated and
can be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

For more information, call (732)
388-8930 or view pets waiting for
permanent homes at
bestfriend.petfinder.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Westfield
Tuesday, November 29, an act of crimi-

nal mischief was reported at a residence
on the 1000 block of Irving Avenue.
Between the hours of 6 p.m. on Novem-
ber 28 and 8 a.m. on November 29,
someone cut Christmas lights that were
displayed in the front of the residence.
The approximate value of the damage is
$80.

Tuesday, November 29, a Fanwood
resident found a black Samsung Metro
PCS cell phone at the north-side train
station. The phone was placed in the
Westfield Police Department property
locker for safekeeping.

Thursday, December 1, Colleen E.
Pfeifle, 38, of Jersey City was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop in the area of
West North Avenue and Prospect Street.
She was wanted on a no-bail civil con-
tempt warrant issued by the Bergen
County Sheriff’s Department. Pfeifle was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and turned over to the
Bergen County Sheriff’s Office.

Friday, December 2, Thomas A.
Pizarro, 31, of Garwood was arrested
during a traffic stop at South Avenue and
Hort Street on an outstanding $89 traffic
warrant from Garwood. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released after posting the full cash
bail.

Friday, December 2, a black Airsoft
gun was found in the rear yard of a
residence on the 500 block of Highland
Avenue. There were no serial numbers or
other identifiers on the gun, according to
police.

Friday, December 2, a business lo-
cated on the 1100 block of West South
Avenue reported an incident of fraud
resulting in a loss valued at $170.

Friday, December 2, a business lo-
cated on the 200 block of East Broad
Street reported a shoplifting incident in
which clothing valued at $68 was re-
moved from the premises.

Friday, December 2, a business lo-
cated on the 800 block of Mountain Av-
enue reported an incident of illegal dump-
ing. Someone unknown put miscella-
neous items in the Dumpster of the busi-
ness.

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 28, a resident of

Mary Ellen Lane reported that sometime
over the last several weeks someone made
several thousand dollars in purchases on
her credit card without her authorization.

Monday, November 28, a resident of
Golf Street reported being a victim of
harassment. She stated that a relative
calls her multiple times a day and yells
insults and obscenities at her.

Wednesday, November 30, a resident
of East Second Street reported that some-
time over the last several weeks someone
made several hundred dollars worth of
purchases on her debit card without her
authorization.

Thursday, December 1, a resident of
Seneca Road reported that sometime over
the last several weeks, someone made
several thousand dollars in purchases on
her credit card without her authorization.

Thursday, December 1, a resident of
Lake Avenue reported that she has been
having an ongoing dispute with her neigh-
bor and that when she came home she
noticed he was standing on her property,
at which point he yelled at her when she
asked him to leave.

Friday, December 2, Luis Rodriques,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested and charged
with possession of narcotics after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, December 2, Nicholas Carnet,
21, of Roselle was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, December 3, a resident of
Victor Street reported that sometime over-
night someone damaged the Christmas
lights in his front yard.

Saturday, December 3, Susan Maisack,
23, of Bloomfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue on an
outstanding $1,790 warrant issued by the
Bernards Court. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, December 3, Aiesha Will-
iams, 25, of East Orange was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 on
an outstanding $150 warrant issued by
the Roselle Court. Williams was trans-
ported to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 29, the previous

owner of a Route 22 graphics company
stated that a previous employer was al-
legedly taking jobs under the table and
accepting approximately $5,000 in cash
for the work without the owner’s knowl-
edge. According to police, the victim
stated that the suspect also cost him

$50,000 in printing material. The victim
does not want to press charges; he just
wanted an incident report in order to
explain to the IRS why he is late on
paying his taxes, police said.

Wednesday, November 30, a resident
of Central Avenue came into police head-
quarters to report that he had received a
suspicious letter from an insurance com-
pany regarding a motor vehicle he never
owned. According to police, the indi-
vidual thought he might be the victim of
identity theft, but closer examination of
the letter indicated that it was a solicita-
tion comparing rates and savings the in-
surance company could offer.

Friday, December 2, Alfred Faella, 56,
of Mountainside was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Friday, December 2, a resident of Route
22 reported that his residence was bur-
glarized sometime between Monday,
November 28, and Friday. According to
police, the victim secured the back door
through which entry was gained, but a
back section of fence was kicked down
and boot prints could be observed. Mul-
tiple items were removed from the resi-
dence, including a Colt .38 caliber re-
volver, a Smith and Wesson .38 caliber
revolver, a 12-gage shotgun and a .22
caliber rifle, police said.

Friday, December 2, York D. Drinks,
40, of Piscataway and Guthrie Leavell,
36, of Middlesex Boro were arrested af-
ter police were notified of two individu-
als rummaging through a motor vehicle
not belonging to them. Authorities said a
witness gave police a description of the
getaway vehicle, and both suspects were
apprehended on Route 22. Drinks was
charged with burglary and Leavell was
charged with burglary and possession of
firearms for unlawful purposes. A fire-
arm confiscated at the scene was stolen
from a residence on Route 22 earlier in
the day, police said. Both suspects were
transported to the Union County jail in
lieu of bail set at $210,000 each.

Saturday, December 3, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant came into police
headquarters to report that she discov-
ered her necklace, described as a dia-
mond necklace with a gold chain and
valued at approximately $10,000, was
missing while she was having dinner.
According to police, the staff helped the
victim to look for the necklace but it was
not located.

Sunday, December 4, Yadullah J.
Westry, 35, of Irvington was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license. He was processed and released at
the scene.

Sunday, December 4, Andrew M.
Carter, 43, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense. He was processed and released at
the scene.

Sunday, December 4, a resident of
Ackerman Avenue reported that items
valued at approximately $2,000 were
missing from his garage after a
contractor’s crew began working on his
residence. According to police, the con-
tractor notified his insurance company
regarding the missing items.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 23, Alexander

Branch, III, 54, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of LaGrande Avenue on an active
warrant out of East Orange. He was pro-
cessed and turned over to the East Orange
Police Department.

Wednesday, November 23, Ivan Lugo,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 30 block of
South Avenue on an active warrant out of
Elizabeth. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Friday, November 25, four male juve-
niles, ages 12, 13, 14 and 15, were appre-
hended after a resident on Deborah Way
reported that juveniles were responsible
for criminal mischief at her residence.
According to police, officers arrived at
the residence and located the juveniles,
who were taken into custody and re-
leased to their guardian or parent. Charges
are pending.

Saturday, November 26, a resident of
Arlene Court reported that someone en-
tered her unlocked motor vehicle and
removed jewelry, a GPS unit and ap-
proximately $1,140.

Sunday, November 27, a resident of
Poplar Place reported that someone had
cut his Christmas lights, valued at $12.

Monday, November 28, a resident of
the 100 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported a theft of packages, valued at $63,
from the front porch.

Wednesday, November 30, a business
owner on the 50 block of South Avenue
reported that someone smashed the wind-
shield of a work vehicle and removed a
GPS unit, valued at $200.

County Manager Arrested
For DWI on Route 22

COUNTY – Union County Man-
ager Alfred Faella, 56, of Mountainside
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) on Decem-
ber 2 on Route 22.

According to a press release is-
sued by the Mountainside Police
Department, Officer Jeffrey Stinner
was on Route 22, West, at 11:45
p.m. when he observed Mr. Faella’s
Blue Ford Escape heading west-
bound shortly before turning onto
Central Avenue. The officer stopped
Mr. Faella for failing to maintain a
lane on the highway. Mr. Faella sub-
sequently was issued a summons
for DWI and given a Wednesday,
December 14 date in Mountainside
Municipal Court.

“The case remains under investi-
gation with no further details avail-
able at this time,” according to the
press release.

Edward Kologi, Mr. Faella’s at-
torney, stated that he is reviewing
the charges and is requesting the

necessary documentation from the
police department.

Mr. Faella expressed his deep re-
gret about the matter and assured
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders and the public that it
has in no way affected his ability to
perform his duties as county man-
ager, according to a release issued
by the county’s public information
department.

Mr. Kologi has directed Mr. Faella
to refrain from making any further
public statements while court pro-
ceedings are pending.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
woman Deborah Scanlon, in a state-
ment, said, “Al Faella is a fine man and
public official who, it appears, exer-
cised poor judgment. Our first con-
cern is for Al’s personal health, and we
will support him in any efforts to seek
counseling. This incident will be fully
reviewed by the county.”

Mr. Faella has served as county
manager since August 1.
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SCOUTS GATHER FOOD…Wolf Scouts Aidan Rua, left, and James Rovello
stand in front of bags of food donated by Mountainside residents for the
Mountainside Cub Scout Pack No. 177 and Boy Scout Troop No. 177 Annual
Food Drive, which took place November 19.

The Arc Reveals Honorees
To Be Feted at Annual Ball

AREA – Candlelight Ball Co-
Chairpersons Judith Witterschein,
manager of Cruz & Company, and
John Nietzel, senior vice-president
of Business Banking with
Investors Bank, have an-
nounced that three indi-
viduals and one corpora-
tion will be honored dur-
ing The Arc of Union
County’s 48th Annual
Candlelight Ball on Satur-
day, March 31, at L’Affaire
Fine Catering in
Mountainside.

Brandon Clax, a seven-
year-old Union resident
and current student at The Arc Kohler
School, will be honored as the 2012
Ambassador of Goodwill.

Alexis Sosinski of Scotch Plains, a
volunteer, significant individual
fundraiser for the Sixth Annual Step
Up for The Arc 5K Walk/Run and a
family member of an individual be-
ing served by The Arc of Union
County, will receive The Betty
McGhee Spirit of The Arc Award.

Danfoss Hago, one of many com-
panies in New Jersey that utilizes the
Contract Services program offered
through The Arc, providing work to
individuals with disabilities, will be
recognized as the 2012 Community
Corporate Champion.

Jeffrey Makow, a resident of
Plainfield, will be recognized with
the 2012 Florence M. Levine Achieve-
ment Award for his personal and so-

cial growth as he
transitioned from an insti-
tutional setting to a resi-
dential program.

Current sponsors in-
clude: Bronze – Investors
Bank and Patron – Prin-
cipled Advisors. For infor-
mation about sponsorship
and tickets, contact Natalie
Krauser McCarthy at (973)
315-0020 or
nmccarthy@arcunion.org.

Founded in 1949, The Arc of
Union County is a non-profit orga-
nization that serves more than 1,000
children and adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities and
their families. In New Jersey, The
Arc provides an array of programs
and services enabling individuals
with disabilities, and their families,
to realize full, productive and en-
hanced lives.

Alexis Sosinski

Miller-Cory to Celebrate
Polish Christmas Customs

WESTFIELD – Wesolych swiat!
Bozego Narodzenia! That is the way
to say “Merry Christmas” in Polish.
The most beloved and beautiful of
all traditional Polish festivities is
that of Christmas Eve. It is then that
the Wigilia, or Christmas Eve din-
ner, is served.

This Sunday, December 11, from
2 to 4 p.m., the Miller-Cory House
Museum will feature a program on
Polish Christmas customs. Included
will be a presentation on Polish
Christmas traditions and activities.
In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the Cooking Commit-
tee will prepare Polish holiday reci-
pes over the open hearth. Costumed
docents will guide visitors through
the 1740 farmhouse. The gift shop,
which carries a variety of colonial
toys, crafts, books and educational
materials, will be open. The mu-
seum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield. Admission will
be $4 for adults, $1 for students and
free for children under age 4.

Upcoming programs at the mu-
seum include “The Legend of La
Befana” on January 8 and “The His-
tory of Snowmen” on January 22.
For more information, visit the

museum’s Facebook page, call the
museum office weekday mornings
at (908) 232-1776 or e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org.

Marlene Freeman to Receive
Hadassah Honor on Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah has selected
Marlene Freeman to be honored at
Northern New Jersey Region of
Hadassah’s Myrtle Wreath Celebra-
tion this Sunday, December 11, at
9:30 a.m. at the Teaneck Marriott at
Glenpointe hotel in Teaneck.

Each year, all 40 chapters that com-
prise the Northern New Jersey Re-
gion select one of their members to
be honored as the “Woman of the
Year.” United States Senator Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) will be the guest
honoree at the celebration.

Born and raised in Elizabeth, Ms.
Freeman received a Bachelor of Arts
degree from American University
and a master’s degree in guidance
from Seton Hall University. She and
her husband, Bob, are the parents of
three daughters. Ms. Freeman has
been an active member of Temple

All Saints’ Posts Schedule
Of Services For Christmas

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church has three
worship services planned for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

On Christmas Eve, Saturday, De-
cember 24, at 5 p.m., the Family
Service will be “Lessons and Car-
ols” with a children’s pageant. The
Christmas Story will be brought to
life with shepherds, angels and kings.
Bible readings will alternate with
traditional Christmas music – carols
for the whole congregation to sing.

The Youth Choir will lead the con-
gregation in making “a joyful noise
unto the Lord” and Holy Eucharist
will be celebrated.

On Christmas Eve at 10 p.m., the
Festival Service will feature music
from the All Saints’ Choir (includ-
ing excerpts from Handel’s Mes-
siah) and the Manhattan Brass Quar-
tet. There also will be a sermon
from the rector, Holy Eucharist and
the singing of “Silent Night” by
candlelight.

The Christmas Day service on Sun-
day, December 25, at 10 a.m. will
feature Christmas carols, Holy Eu-
charist and a sermon by the rector.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church is
located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch

Plains, across from Park Middle
School. Parking is available behind
the church, accessed via Church Av-
enue to School Place. The organist
and choirmaster is Andrew Kilkenny.
The Reverend Jane Rockman is rec-
tor. For more information, call (908)
322-8047 or visit the church website,
allsaints-spnj.org.

Junior Optimists Hold
Holiday Toy Drive

WESTFIELD – The Junior Opti-
mist Club of Westfield currently is
conducting its annual holiday toy
drive at the elementary, middle and
high schools in town, which will end
on Friday, December 16.

The toys will be donated to The
Arc Kohler School in Mountainside.
Toys should be suitable for young
children, such as chalk, children’s
DVDs, construction paper, soft dolls,
wood puzzles, cardboard picture
books and balls. Donations of new
toys may be dropped off at any one of
the schools in Westfield.

The Junior Optimist Club is open
to all Westfield High School students
and is involved in community service
projects such as the Haunted House
and Drug Awareness Week.

Beth Am in Springfield. She first
joined Hadassah at the urging of a
good friend and was a member of
the Ridgewood, N.J. chapter.

Since transferring to the Westfield
chapter, Ms. Freeman has held many
positions and served as president for
five years. She continues to serve
the chapter to help it meet its fund-
raising goals and outreach efforts to
the larger community.

Member
FINRA &

SIPC

Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

We believe the important news at Christmas is
not who comes down the chimney, but who came

down from heaven. We invite you to join us as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Family Investors Company • 265 South Avenue     • Fanwood, New Jersey 07023 • (908) 322-1800

Francis M. Smith, esq.
I’m the only attorney involved in your case.

Your personal injury gets my personal attention.

Friendly, honest representation

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800

The Law Offices of

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

Over 30 Years of
Experience Resolving Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents

Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries

Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

Local Theater to Show
‘Nutcracker’ Broadcast

CRANFORD – This holiday sea-
son, NCM Fathom, the New York City
Ballet and Lincoln Center will bring a
beloved holiday classic to movie the-
aters nationwide for one evening.

“New York City Ballet presents
George Balanchine’s The Nut-
cracker™ Live,” featuring special
guest host Kelly Ripa of television’s
“LIVE! With Kelly,” will be broadcast
to more than 550 theaters on Tuesday,
December 13, at 6 p.m. Eastern Stan-
dard Time. Among the participating
theaters will be DPX Cranford, lo-
cated at 25 North Avenue in Cranford.

Tickets are available at partici-
pating theater box offices and online
at FathomEvents.com. For a com-
plete list of theater locations and
prices, visit the NCM Fathom
website (theaters and participants
are subject to change).

CBI Plans Dinner,
Hanukkah Show

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel (CBI) will hold its annual
Shabbat Family Dinner and Hanuk-
kah Show on Friday, December 16, at
5:45 p.m. After dinner, the CBI Play-
ers, a student performance group, will
stage an original Hanukkah-themed
show. CBI’s Friday evening services
will follow at 7:30 p.m. The evening is
open to the community.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call Sisterhood Co-Chairwomen
Rachel Scharf at (908) 232-8715 or
Claire Bornstein at (908) 789-1215,
or the synagogue office at (908) 889-
1830. Admission is $28 for adults, $8
for children and free for children
under 3. CBI is located at 18 Shalom
Way (corner of Martine Avenue) in
Scotch Plains.
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Learn to Resolve Conflict
In a Marriage/Partnership

Maria Sikoutris DiIorio
MA, EdS, LPC

Intimacy In Relationships
Involves Realistic Perception

Peter M. Kalellis

SCOTCH PLAINS – Most people
believe that in a healthy relationship,
conflict does not exist. This is not
true. It is necessary to have conflict
since no two people are alike. Avoid-
ing conflict rather than discussing
problems in a respectful manner can
build up until one is ready to explode.

Constructive conflict permits no
mention or questioning
of the basic foundation
on which the relationship
rests. In a constructive
marital conflict, neither
spouse raises doubt about
the presence or degree of
commitment or fidelity
nor whether there is mu-
tual love and respect.
Threatening words such
as separation or divorce
have no place in a con-
structive marital conflict.
Some couples interrupt,
roll their eyes and rehearse what
they’re going to say next instead of
truly listening and attempting to un-
derstand their partner. Once the foun-
dation of any relationship is called
into question, the conflict turns de-
structive.

Constructive conflicts are safe and
productive. They produce new agree-
ments based on deeper mutual under-
standing. Constructive conflicts, un-
like those that are destructive, reach
an endpoint in the form of resolution.

People pleasers try to avoid con-
flict. Avoiding conflict can be related
to conflicts in the past or your up-
bringing. Chronic conflict avoidance
through people pleasing can be de-
structive. Overcoming your fear of
conflict and learning new ways to
confront in a healthy way are essen-
tial in a good marriage. Many people

pleasers fear conflict and
feelings of anger. They
have a desire to be liked;
therefore, raising conflict
or dissatisfaction is un-
heard of, and instead they
withhold their thoughts
and feelings.

Couples who can
weather problems and
develop effective solu-
tions generally experi-
ence confidence that they
are able to resolve their
issues, grow stronger in

their relationships and experience true
intimacy.

At the Hellenic Therapy Center,
567 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, N.J.,
we have a team of professionals who
can help you. You may visit us at
www.hellenictherapy.com or call
(908) 322-0112. We are available day
and evening and weekend hours.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Everyone needs a relationship with
another person who accepts him or
her unconditionally. I love you “just
the way you are.” The irony is that it
does not take long after the honey-
moon to discover that the closer one
moves toward one’s mate, the greater
the tension. This delicate pull-push
dance is called intimacy. In any sig-
nificant relationship, especially in a

good marriage, intimacy is necessary
for the enrichment of life. Because of
its nature, intimacy consists of feel-
ings, thoughts, loving interaction, and
physical touch. Each person or each
couple perceives intimacy differently.
It needs to be understood and prac-
ticed realistically. For example, it
cannot be symbiotic existence, as in a
mother and a child. One spouse can-
not expect the other spouse to be the
total source of fulfillment and happi-
ness.

Dr. Peter M. Kalellis, a licensed
therapist and author of seven self-
help books, offers Individual, Mar-
riage and Family Therapy at his of-
fice, 232 St. Paul Street in Westfield,
N.J.

Phone: (908) 232-6118. E-mail:
kalellis717@verizon.net Website:
www.PeterKalellis.com

Individuals facing personal prob-
lems or couples in troubled relation-
ships experience VIP service, find
relief and supportive solutions in the
office of Dr. Kalellis.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Designers Gallery to Host
Art Show Benefiting CSH

“Winter in Bryant Park” (detail), Cynthia A. Dawley, oil on canvas, 16” x 20”

CLARK – Designers Gallery will
host a two-day art show on Friday
and Saturday, December 9 and 10. A
portion of all sales will be donated to
Twig Group for the wish lists of the
children at Children’s Specialized
Hospital in Mountainside.

The Friday show will run from 5 to
9 p.m.; Saturday from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m.

Participating artists include Cynthia
Dawley, Paul Casale, Vincent
Piciocchi, Kerrie Wandlass, Paula
Pearl, Daniel Carvalho and John
Reilly.

Ms. Dawley, a Cranford artist, who
is well known for her impressionism,
has been a contributor to Twig previ-
ously. Her painting “At Market” was
designed for the environmental gro-
cery bags and will be on display. In
addition, giclees are now available.
Also, her most recent painting, “Win-
ter in Bryant Park,” is a must see.

Designers Gallery, Clarkton Shop-
ping Center, 1071 Raritan Road,
Clark. (732) 381-6093;
www.designergallery.net.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Fanwood Public Works Garage 
270 North Avenue, Fanwood 

December 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18 — 9 am to 3 pm 

December 24 — 9 am to 12 noon 

Sponsored by Rotary of Fanwood Scotch Plains 

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldtoday.com/rotary

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

MUSIC TO OUR EARS…The Raiders capped off their competitive year with an awesome bronze medal performance at the Group 6A National Championship
performance in Allentown, Penn. on November 13 taking high honors in Best Effect. The SPF Raider Marching Band also took home a silver medal and best music
in the New Jersey Group “6-A State Finals” last week with a high score of 96.05 and “Best Music.”

WELL DONE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School recently inducted 31
students into the National Honor Society. Pictured, left to right, are: Principal
David Heisey, NHS Treasurer Jamie Weisbrot, NHS President Meghan Allen,
Katherine Fletcher; and Elizabeth Gallo.

SPF School District Named to
Advanced Placement Honor Roll

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood School
District announced that the district
has been named by the College Board
to the 2nd Annual AP® Honor Roll
in the Advanced Placement District
Awards for Expanding Opportunity
and Improving Performance for AP
Students.

Nationally, the AP District Honor
Roll recognizes and acknowledges
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood District’s
success and efforts to expand AP
access, performance and commit-
ment to increasing student achieve-
ment.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood was se-
lected because “it has opened AP
classroom doors to a significantly
broader pool of students, while main-
taining or improving the percentage
of students earning scores of 3 or
higher on AP Exams.”

Dr. Margaret W. Hayes, Superin-
tendent of Schools, said, “We are
proud of our district’s efforts to make
the Advanced Placement Program
more accessible to all our students
and we look forward to continued
support for our students through col-
lege readiness and the Advanced
Placement Program in the future.”

GIRL POWER…Mount Saint Mary senior Sarah Ericksen of Berkeley Heights,
left, and junior Kaityn Pellicano of Dunellen work on their entry for the FIRST
Tech Challenge, a national robotics competition for high school students.

All Girls Robotics Team
‘Gears Up’ For Competition

SPFHS Inducts Thirty-
One Students Into

National Honor Society
SCOTCH PLAINS - On October

25, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School inducted 31 new members
into the SPFHS Chapter of the Na-
tional Honor Society. Michael
Walch, a longtime community vol-
unteer in Scotch Plains, gave the
address. The new members include
William Babis, Elizabeth Baldwin,
Allison Begalman, Dominika
Blach, Brian Burns, Teresa
Cannone, Madelyne Dhaliwal,
Lauren Eckert, Destinee Edwards,
Alezandra Ehrenthal, Colleen
Farrell, Danielle Karacsony, Grace
Kelly, Kelly Lapham, Kristen Lee,
Elsa Leistikow, Kelsey Meisch,
Mariel Mital, Olivia Nelson, Kristen
Northrup, Kelly O’Leary, Raushan
Palejwala, Emily Palmer, Meredith
Parker, Savvas Petridis, Aidan
Racaniello, Cassandra Seguilin,
Nicholas Stawicki, Emily Stefanik,
Sheila Strong, and Lindsey
Wilkinson.

Student selection is based upon
rigorous criteria in the areas of
scholarship, leadership, character,
and service. The National Honor
Society, sponsored by the National
Association of Secondary School
Principals, ranks as one of the old-
est and most prestigious national
organizations for high school stu-
dents. Chapters exist in more than
60 percent of the nation’s high
schools.

WATCHUNG - Mount Saint Mary
Academy’s robotics team enters this
year’s competition season as the only
team from an all-girls school in its
division of the FIRST Tech Chal-
lenge, a national robotics competi-
tion for high school students. In an
activity dominated by boys, the
Mount team has excelled and looks
to continue to improve its perfor-
mance as it resumes competing this
month.

“It’s really important for women to
have opportunities in the science
fields because in many areas, we’re
underrepresented,” said Mount se-
nior Meaghan Conlon of Edison.
“We’re proud to compete and excited
to have this experience.”

Students in the FIRST Tech Chal-
lenge designs, builds, and programs
their own robots which then com-
pete against those created by other
teams. A new robot must be created
each year in order to perform spe-
cific functions pertaining to the
challenge. The Mount team has
named this year’s robot Sisyphus
since it is designed to perform a
similar task to the mythical king
who repeatedly pushed a large
bolder uphill.

For some students, the Mount ro-
botics team creates the opportunity
to expand on scientific knowledge
in order to prepare for higher edu-

cation. “It’s interesting to be able to
learn, build, and program,” said
Mount junior Kaitlyn Pellicano of
Dunellen, an aspiring computer en-
gineering major and last year’s re-
cipient of the NCWIT Aspirations
in Computing Award. “It’s nice to
apply academic skills to something
fun while preparing for the chal-
lenges of college.”

The Mount robotics team was cre-
ated only last year and in its inau-
gural season, the girls reached the
state championship round and won
numerous Motivate Awards for team
spirit and community outreach.

The ten-player team gives much
credit to faculty moderator and team
founder Suzanne Grandstrand for
helping them get off to such a strong
start. “The teachers here are always
looking for new opportunities to
help students and we were fortu-
nate to have Mrs. Grandstrand help
us form the team,” said Kaitlyn.
“It’s because of how supportive and
encouraging our teachers are that
we’re able to compete.”

The team’s hard work and ability
has also have a lot to do with its
success. In addition to practices af-
ter school, the girls spend multiple
hours on campus every Saturday
preparing their robot for competi-
tion. The Mount squad resumes
FIRST Tech competition this month.

WHS Junior Parent Night
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

High School Counseling Depart-
ment will hold our Annual Junior
Parent Night on tonight, Thurs-
day, December 8, at 7 p.m. This
presentation is designed to intro-
duce parents of current juniors to
the college search process.

Parents will meet with their

child’s counselor. For your con-
venience, room assignments and
the Power Point are available on
the counseling website. Simply
click on the link for Junior Par-
ent Night 2011.

For questions please contact
Maureen Mazzarese at
mmazzarese@westfieldnjk12.org.

In Office Conscious
and IV Sedation

General Anesthesia Provided
by Summit Anesthesia

Associates

Visit our web site
Kidsandsmiles.com

TIMOTHY P. McCABE, D.M.D.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Dentistry for Infants, Children,
Adolescents and Special Needs

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-232-1231

Specialty Permit # 3983

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Local Students
Participate in St. Jude

Fundraising Drive
POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. - The fol-

lowing local students participated
in the Marist College “Up ‘til Dawn”
fundraiser for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in Memphis, TN.

Connor Farley of Westfield;
Amanda Markowski of Westfield;
Lauren Bland of Berkeley Heights
and Kelly Scalera of Berkeley
Heights.

“Up ‘til Dawn” is a three-day
event organized by the College’s
Student Government Association.
The mission of St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital is to find cures
for children with cancer or other
catastrophic diseases. Student par-
ticipants spread awareness and raise
funds by staying up all night to
write letters to friends and family
members to ask for donations.
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SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christopher Academy 
The Montessori school�
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Scotch Plains Campus

January 26

7:30PM

1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains

908-322-4652

Westfield Campus

December 13 – 9:30AM

January 5 – 7:30PM

January 10  – 9:30AM

510 Hillcrest Ave., Westfield

908-233-7447

HonoHonoHonoHonoHonor Rollr Rollr Rollr Rollr Roll
Park Middle School — First Marking Period

Distinguished Honor Roll
Sixth Grade

Olivia Abdy, Olivia Barcia, Kylie
Beirne, Devan Blechinger-Slocum,
Isabel Brett, Josephine Catuogno,
Stephanie Colinders, Catherine Crane,
Shefali Dahiya, Nirmit Damania,
Lauren Daniele, Nina Daniele, Riya
Desai, Julia Dunlap, Patrick Gannon,
Timothy Glastal, Amelia Graham,
Megan Hansen, Morgan Harms, Caitlin
Hesson, Allison Hochman, Arianna
Horgan, Lily Hsiao, Isabella Hurtado,
Namrata Kanumuri, Quinn Kekelis,
Hayley Kumpf, Rhianon Leonardo,
Brianna Linder, Alexander Lynch, Jack
Lynch, Paige McMorrow, Kerri
McNeely, Stanley Mo, Danielle
Mrozek, McKenzie Pagano, Anna
Piekutowski, Erin Rogers, Sophia
Rosahl, Aaryn Ross, Kathryn Schauer,
Stephanie Schramm, Patrick Seeney,
Brianne Sorge, Victoria Stepien, Gianna
Strzalkowski, Michaela Tajo, Sydney
Tannenbaum, Maxwell Toll, Lauren
Trentacoste, Julia Verardi, Sydney
Vonoehsen, Ethan Wollman, Elyte
Zikas

Seventh Grade
Alexandra Aloe, Danielle Barber,

Nicole Barber, Emma Beckerman,
Allyson Bisgay, Julia Bonaccorso,
Rebecca Citarella, Britney Coleman,
Camille Colemon, Alyssa Christina
Cordero, Brooke De Paul, Francesca
DiFabio, Sarah Dolan, Caroline
Drubulis, Robert Fallo, Jack Friebely,
Claudia Gentile, Raphael Genty, Rose
Giandana, Riley Guma, Brynne
Hambor, Scott Hargrove, Hayley
Howell, Alexandria Hudak, Morghan
Johnson, Bryce Jones, Emma Kenney,
Joseph Krempa, Grace Lama, Amy
Liu, Jamie Lopez, Samantha Lopez,
Sylvia Lubalin, Ian MacPherson, An-
thony Magnotta, Maya Mansingh,
Morgan Martinson, Amelia Morel,
Haley Nakonechny, Alexa-Jada Nelson,
Marc Occhipinti, Amelia Paladino, Gia
Pares, Ryan Peterson, Juliana Pigna,
Stephanie Ponterio, Jiatian Qu, Rhea
Rao, Margaret Richard, Marco
Rodrigues, Emma Rossi, Vincent
Ruzek, Meghan Ryan, Mohnish
Sabhani, Mary Schoenauer, Erin Sheehy,
Julia Sikora, Alyssa Simmons, Holly
Smith, Sydney Smith, Bhupinder Sohal,
Daria Speranza, Luke Susino, Kaitlyn
Wilson, Peter Yarem, Ryan Yawger

Eighth Grade
Jamie Abar, Catherine Acito, Mat-

thew Auda, Madeleine Bebout, Shay
Blechinger-Slocum, Emma Calabrese,
Nicholas Cheney, Sean Cheney, Paul
Cherubini, Jackson Cooney, Margaret
DiVirgilio, Francesca Dobies, Abrahim
Elseht, Ethan Graham, Dakota Halma,
Annemarie Kearns, Maxwell Kearns,
Nolan Kearns, Megan Kieltyka, Brian
Kilcullen, Kaavya Krishna Kumar,
Thomas Leistikow, Stefany Lucas,
Gabriela MacPherson, Caitlyn
Mannino, Alyssa Miguelino, Micayla
Mirabella, Kathryn Musso, Saleena
Nival, Tyler O’Brien, Anne Pierce,
Dylan Redfield, Caroline Ringel, Jen-
nifer Rivera, Olivia Roberts, Mariel
Sass, Matthew Schweizer, Caroline
Scobee, Nikola Segulin, James Sherry,
Mary Stovall, Rohan Suresh, Kiersten
Swaak, Ådesh Thanawala, Zoe Verrico,
Gali Zaborowski, Hang Zheng, Natalie
Zimmermann

 Honor Roll
Sixth Grade

Yustina Alexander-Himlan, Jordan
Alves, Nicole Anclien, Benjamin
Artuso, Gabriella Azanedo, Pauline
Wanda Bayotas, Ashley Becker, John
Brady, Sarah Briante, Bailey Brown,
Thomas Bruckman, Zoe Cardenas,
Declan Cassidy, Kristyn Cerini,
Brendan Cheney, Bradley Chernoff,
Daniella Cohen, Ethan Cohen, Amy
Coll, Christian Culp, Richard
Danielovich, Darrell DeVore, Jordann
DeVore, Maria Del Sordi, Luciano Del
Negro, Gauri Deshpande, Angela
DiGiacomo, Sabrina DiLollo, Anthony
DiNizo, Olivia Dobies, Thomas
Drubulis, Sydney Evans, Robert Fisher,
Clara Ford, Jake Friedman, Rachel
Graham, Elissa Grybowski, Anna
Gumpel, James Hahn, Danielle
Harrington, Trinity Hart, Jack Hausle,
Cooper Heisey, Ethan Johnston,
Alexander Joshua, Alyssa Kiel, Liam
Kinney, Andrew Kriney, Jennifer Lam-
bert, Rachel Ley, Alex Lipshitz,
Amanda Logie, Roberto Lugo, Joel
Madera, Alexander Manfra, Tyler
Margulies, Olivia Mawby, Carolyn
McArdle, Nicholas McCormack, Sa-
rah McEvoy, Amanda McGrath, Dou-
glas McIntyre, William Mebes, An-
thony Miguelino, Mariya Mishura, Si-
erra Moorman, Kaitlyn Mrozek, John
Murphy, Brianna O’Brien, Nicholas
Palazzolo, Erica Paprocki, Andrew
Parvin, Nicholas Pelosi, Kiley Porter,
Brogan Quigley, Vaishnavi Ramanan,
Savannah Reilly, Molly Reynolds,
Steven Rhein, Alvin Rohani, David
Rosen, Nicholas Route, James Santo
Salvo, Connor Savoca, Gabriella
Scannell, Aaron Schack, Samuel
Schetelich, Alyssa Scheu, Henry
Schnatter, Javin Scott, Samantha
Sprechman, Ryan Sta Rosa, Forrest
Szuch, Erica Tellado, Alexandra Testa,
Peter Tevis, Walter Thomas, Daniel
Villardi, Dylan Weinstock, Emilia
Widhiatmodjo, Tristan Yang, Aimee
Zhang

Seventh Grade
Moustafa Amer, Madison

Annicchiarico, Melissa Baldani,
Gabriel Baumgarten, Kaitlyn
Buchanan, Charles Butler, Jason
Calabria, Francesca Carvalho, Natalie
Cestone, Callie Ciarrocca, Justin
Cunningham, Deja DeMaria, Nicole
Dencker, Julia Di Giacomo, Michael

Di Giacomo, Garrett Dwyer, Fizzah
Ehsan, Laurel Elkin, Grace Fanning,
Daniela Fonseca, William Forero, Lane
Gentile, Victoria Haas, James Harcourt,
Connor Hedden, Rachel Horn, Andrew
Hunte, Natalie Jablonski, Gianna
Januszanis, Demetrius Johnson, Timo-
thy Kiel, Jake Kloepfer, William
Kluckas, Amia Langer, Callen Leahy,
Tayonna Lee, Emma Levenson, Emily
Lockatell, Kyra Lockhart, Frank
Machinski, Blake Mackey, Renee
Mannino, Grace Marcolina, Sptim
Marke, Bennett Mazza, Colin
McAlindin, Paige McKeown, Sean
McNeely, David McQuilkin, Juliana
Monteiro, Andrew Mu, Kaitlyn
Mullany, Richard Nardone, Nigel
Nelson, Christian Novello, Brittney
Oliveira, Rucha Patel, Connor Perry,
Zachary Polak, Justin Purvis, Anisah
Ramjohn, Jonathan Randall,
Michael Rash, Alan Richman, Jes-
sica Rickmers, Christina Rodgers,
Lorie Marie Rosado, Stephen
Scarcella, Michael Scillieri, Sydney
Shuler, Agata Sierant, Arjeta
Sinanovic, Brianna Sorrentino,
Lukas Stein, Michael Szanto,
Aminah Taylor, Neel Thombre, Luke
Uriarte, Jessica Van Tassel, Gabriel
Vaz, Samuel Venick, Erin Walling,
Jessica Waltsak, Kathleen Weideli,
Ruqayyah Williams, Justin Yang,
Sharlene Yantin, Erica Yoo, Luke
Zhuang, Alexander Zitofsky,

Eighth Grade
Noelle Alber, Jennifer Anclien,

Brianna Becker, Briana Bennett,
Isabella Bernardo, Zoe Buckridee,
Allison Busa, Chloe Cimino, Amanda
Ciurciu, Vincent Conti, Kyle Coupe,
Casey Daudelin, Daniel Dawson,
Bianca DeMaria, James DiFrancesco,
Gabriella DiLollo, Taylor Downing,
Courtney Dreyfus, Emma Duggan,
Maria Duque, Zakary Elseht, Brendan
Fanning, Samantha Ferrara, Dominic
Gannon, Darya Ganzha, Allison Gara,
Heather Goeller, Liam Guarnuccio,
Gabriela Guerrero, Zachary Halma,
Cameron Heisey, Julian Iarussi, Eva
Isaacs, Maya Jegede, Shreya Kachroo,
Lauren Kaminskas, Selin Kargi,
Sabrina Khan, Jonathan Kriney,
Rachel Lambert, George Leichtling,
Grace Lesce, Sierra Lesiak, Giancarlo
Lorusso, Chloe Mansilla, Owen Mar-
tin, Michelle Marvosa, Darren
Mascioli, Andrew Mathews, Kevin
McAlindin, Connor McSherry, Sean
Meisch, Tatiana Melendez, Zakary
Miller, Bethany Mills, Mark Mital,
James Murphy, Meaghan Murphy,
Amenda Ni, Wyatt O’Leary, Justin
Olivera, Shannon O’Neill, Julianne
Peccarelli, Faegan Peck, Benjamin
Powell, Cara Provenzano, Geneva
Rata, Daniel Reimers, Sandi Rivera,
Katherine Seeney, Kelly Smeltzer,
Matthew Sosnowski, Nicholas
Stone, Jacob Sutterlin, Lauren
Szpond, Kate Traina, Tinnapat
Triamarit, Dante Trigo, Jack Valian,
Bridget Van Natta, Samiksha
Vittalraj, Connor Walsh, Amani Wil-
liams, Victoria Williams, Erik Willis,
Tyler Wrenn-Sheffield, Caroline
Yessman.

PERFECT…Westfield High School has received notification that eight students
earned a perfect score of 800 on the SAT or SAT 2 Subject Tests taken in October.
These students and the subjects in which they received a perfect score are as
follows: standing, left to right, Arjun Asija, Math 2; Amanda Earl, Math;
William Geoghegan, Math; Jeffrey Marino, Math and Writing; and Jason Qin,
Reading, Math and Writing; and front row, left to right, Matthew Ragoza, Math
2; Nicholas Zahorodny, Reading and Writing; and Rebecca Zhang, Writing.

 

FREE 
PSAT Result Evaluation 

at Ivy Ed
Test prep expert and Ivy Ed 
partner Jacqui Byrne will be 

available in Ivy Ed’s Scotch Plains 
office for free, private evaluations 

on Wednesday, December 14, 
from 4–6pm, and Saturday, 

December 17,11am–2pm, by 
appointment only.

Ivy Ed offers ACT and SAT diagnostic 
evaluations and test prep (SAT, ACT, AP, 

IB, SATII, SSAT, ISEE, COOP, GRE, 
GMAT, LSAT), curriculum tutoring, college 

counseling, and college essay and 
application consulting. Students meet with 
the same tutor each week. Tutor bios and 

more information on website.

Scotch Plains, 1833 Front Street  

908 322-0533
www.ivyed.net 

Ivy Ed also has an office in Bernardsville, 
908 630-0300. Skype tutoring available.

Day and Evening Appointments Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Interest Free Financing Flexible Payments Options

Dr. Robert V. Scalera, Jr., Director

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Cleaning  fluoride 

New patients only  Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/11 WL 

For Adults 
Exam  digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only  Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 WL 

TTTTime ime ime ime is running out is running out is running out is running out tttto o o o 

use youruse youruse youruse your dental  dental  dental  dental 

insurance benefits insurance benefits insurance benefits insurance benefits 

and/or flex and/or flex and/or flex and/or flex     

spending accountsspending accountsspending accountsspending accounts....    
    

CCCCall all all all for an for an for an for an 

appointment today!appointment today!appointment today!appointment today!    

Wardlaw-Hartridge Parents’ Assoc.
Announces International Family Night

EDISON - The Wardlaw-
Hartridge Parents’ Association
(WHPA) is accepting suggestions
for food, international entertain-
ment, crafts and more for its Inter-
national Family Fun Night on Fri-
day, January 20, 2012. The popu-
lar, multi-cultural event will be held
in the AP Room from 6 to 9 p.m.

International Family Fun Night is a
great opportunity to enjoy food from
the many cultures of the Wardlaw-

Hartridge community, learn and play
international games, as well as some
old favorites like Bingo with prizes,
shop at the WHPA’s Book Fair in the
Oakwood Room and swim in the
pool. Please note that this year, the
gym will not be open.

To volunteer cultural contribu-
tions and ideas, or for more infor-
mation, please contact Bonnie
Nolan at (908) 380-5103 or e-mail
to bonnierun@aol.com.

WHS Key Club to Hold
Charity Fundraiser

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School Key Club, a service-based
club of students who run fundraisers
for various charities and perform ser-
vice in the community will host a
fun-filled event for children on Sat-
urday, December 10, from 9:30 a.m.
– 12:30 p.m. in the Westfield High
School, cafeteria B located at 550
Dorian Road in Westfield.

Children can take their picture with
frosty, and there will be crafts to
make, games to play, and food avail-
able. The cost is $6. All proceeds go
to the charity Eliminate. There is
plenty of free parking in the Westfield
High School lot.

The Key Club is raising money for
ELIMINATE! In partnership with
Kiwanis and Unicef, ELIMINATE
provides vaccines that prevent ma-
ternal and neonatal tetanus to women
and children who would otherwise
be unable to afford them.

For further information, contact
Rebecca McGRath at
RMCGRATH@westfieldnjk12.org.

Wardlaw-Hartridge
Announces Honor Roll

EDISON - The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School has announced its Upper School
honor roll students for the first quarter
of the 2011-2012 school year.

The following students from Scotch
Plains achieved Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction status (GPA of 93 or higher,
with no individual grade below a B):
seniors Catherine Badalamenti, Billy
Buchbinder, Jessica Clarke and David
Monte; juniors Katie Buchbinder and
Haley Needle; sophomores Ayan
Ahmed and Chase Levitt; and fresh-
man John Anderson-Schmitt.

Students from Scotch Plains on
Honor Roll (GPA of 87 or higher, with
no individual grade below a C) include:
seniors Liban Ahmed, Brian Downing
and Aryaman Nichani; junior Char-
lotte Greaney; sophomores Aditya
Dalal and Emily Wexler; and freshmen
Rida Aziz, Uditi Nichani and Joshua
Schlisserman.

The following students from
Westfield made the Honor Roll (GPA
of 87 or higher with no individual
grade below a C): freshmen Matthew
Handzy and Michael Kieselstein.

Holy Trinity Drama
Club to Present
Christmas Play

WESTFIELD – The Drama
Club at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School will present
the play, “On Christmas Day in
the Morning” at 7:30 p.m. on Fri-
day, December 9, and Saturday,
December 10.

The production is directed by
Paul O’Connor, the director of
Teen Production Series at the Pa-
per Mill Playhouse and the Direc-
tor of the Holy Trinity Drama
Program. Some 30 Holy Trinity
students from grades one through
six will participate.

The play will be staged at Holy
Trinity’s Mountainside Campus
at Pollard Hall in Our Lady of
Lourdes Church. Tickets will be
sold at the door for $8. For further
information, contact the school at
(908) 233-0484.

SPF Scholarship Foundation
To Award New Scholarships
SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch

Plains Fanwood Scholarship Founda-
tion is poised to distribute more than
$135,000 in scholarship aid to high
school seniors and college students
residing in Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
This amount includes five scholar-
ships, which will be awarded for the
first time in 2012.

The Trina and Arthur Harrison Me-
morial Scholarship will offer two
$1,500 scholarships to a male and
female Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) graduating senior
who is a member of the school’s la-
crosse team. The William J. McGinn
Memorial Scholarship will grant
$2,000 to a SPFHS graduating senior
majoring in nursing.

One female graduating senior who
is a registered Girl Scout will collect
$500 through the Girl Scout Scholar-
ship. The Carlo V. Sicola Memorial
Scholarship will present $2,000 to a
SPFHS graduating senior participat-
ing in the Student Leadership Confer-
ence and DECA or FBLA. A $1,500
scholarship offered by the PTA Coun-
cil will go to a SPFHS graduating
senior pursuing a career in a health/
wellness field.

These new scholarships join the
many scholarships offered by civic-
minded groups and individuals, as well
as Dollars for Students scholarships
made possible by the Foundation’s
community-based fundraising.

All scholarship assistance, whether
based on financial need or other crite-
ria, may be accessed through the
Foundation’s Scholarship Booklet and
Application, available December 23,
which may be found at
www.spfk12.org (see “2012 Scholar-
ships Booklets” under “Announce-
ments” on the school district’s home
page).

“This is a very valuable website for
students”, states Foundation President
Mary Ball Cappio. “In addition to the
Foundation’s Scholarship Booklet and
Application, students will also find a
separate application for scholarships
offered by local community groups
not affiliated with the Foundation. The
two separate Scholarship Booklets are
another new feature for 2012.”

Applications are also available in
the guidance office of local parochial
and magnet high schools. Please refer
to both The SPF Scholarship Founda-
tion Scholarship Booklet and the Lo-
cal Scholarship Booklet for complete
details, including the application dead-
line, February 15, 2012.

In the past forty-five years, the Foun-
dation has made available $2,234,792
in scholarship aid to 2,340 students.

For further information, please con-
tact Mary Ball Cappio at (908) 889-
8155 or
spfscholarshipfoundation@gmail.com.
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2004, 2006-2010 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2010

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

FOLINUSZ, DIAZ, KLIMEK, NICHOLS RECORD SACKS

Cougars Level Par. Hills, 27-0,
For Sectional Football Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense wins titles, and that is ex-
actly what happened when the
Cranford High School football team
did in a 27-0 shutout of favored
Parsippany Hills to seize its first ever
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championship at Kean University in
Union on December 3.

The Cougars’ veteran defense re-
lentlessly pressured and forced the
hand of Viking quarterback Tyler
Simms, known for his passing accu-
racy, and recorded three intercep-
tions, six sacks, a fumble recovery
and numerous bat downs or tipped
passes. Simms completed only 13 of
31 passes, and the Vikings’ running
game was held to negative yardage.

In the meantime, Cougar quarter-
back Reggie Green engineered pri-
marily a running game that netted
259 yards and four touchdowns (TD).
He completed three of four passes for
21 yards, and pitched out to running
back Chris Witwick who threw a 39-
yard strike to wide receiver Eric
Garguilo.

Green rushed 102 yards on 17 car-
ries, which included TD runs of 41
yards and two yards. Fullback JP
Christiano had 10 carries for 85 yards,
including a two-yard TD bash, and a
five-yard reception. Witwick, who
had a 12-yard reception, carried 10
times for 46 yards, and Adham
McGuire had six carries for 26 yards,
including a 15-yard TD. Ryan Bryson
had a four-yard reception.

Cougar defensive lineman Chris
Folinusz became a recurring night-
mare to Simms. He sacked Simms
three times and recovered a fumble
that Christiano jarred loose.

“Coach said if the down linemen
can get pressure on him, we will win
the game. If they can’t stop us up
front, we are going to pick off and
break up passes like we did. We threw
them out of what they normally do,”
Folinusz said. “It feels great! One in
baseball and one in football!”

Linebacker Nick Diaz pressured
Simms numerous times and added a
four-yard sack.

“I dreamt about this, all of us, since
we were little kids playing flag foot-
ball. All you think about is a high

WF HAD DRAMATIC WINS OVER UNION, IMMACULATA

Football Blue Devils Answer
Huge Questions, Finished 7-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Questions as to how good the
Westfield High School football team
would be after graduating two
standout players with quarterback
Danny Kerr and running back/line-
backer AJ Murray, and several fine
linemen haunted fans and coaches at
the beginning of the season.

The question of will began to be
answered with a last-second touch-
down in a dramatic, 37-35, victory
over Union, but many questions were
answered when the Blue Devils
humbled then ninth-ranked
Immaculata, 37-6, to earn a second
seed for the sectional tournament.
Unfortunately, the Bayonne Bees
stung the Blue Devils, 13-7, in the
playoff, then the Blue Devils lost to
Plainfield, 22-21, on Thanksgiving
Day to finish 7-3.

“When it’s all said and done, we
are pleased. If you were to tell me we
were going to be 7-3 [after pre-sea-
son scrimmages], I would have said
you are crazy. It didn’t end the way
the kids or anyone in the program
would have wanted, but it was a good
season,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

Senior running back/corner back
James O’Rourke was indeed a work-
horse on offense. He set a WHS record
for most carries in a season with 259
and rushed for 1,171 yards, includ-
ing 10 touchdowns (TD). He also had
eight receptions for 133 yards. Three
of his TDs and interceptions came in
the game against Immaculata.
O’Rourke also added the 23-yard TD
pass in the dramatic last-second win
over Union.

Defensively, O’Rourke set the all-
time WHS record for career intercep-

tions with 13 and tied Marcus Allen
Graham’s season record with nine
interceptions. He recorded 27 solo
tackles, four knockdowns and three
throws for losses.

“As good of an athlete as he is, the
will to win, his heart, he is such a
great kid off the field. I can’t tell you
how many teachers, who have him as
a student, come up to me and [give]
just compliments galore as a student
and an athlete. What he brings to the
team is that will. He’s not going to let
you lose,” Coach DeSarno said.

Senior flanker/corner back Peter
Ondi set the WHS career and sea-
sonal receptions record with 80 and
51, respectively. This season, his 51
receptions totaled 585 yards, includ-
ing two TDs. He had two games
(Union, Rahway) where he had 100
yards or more. His most receptions in BALL, CRONIN, HUBER SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devil Swimmers
Look to Exceed Expectations

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many may wonder if it would be
possible for this year’s Westfield High
School (WHS) girls swim team to
match or even come close to the ac-
complishments of last year’s team.
The bar has definitely been risen but
the Lady Blue Devils are looking

upward with a keen eye.
An example of how high the bar

has been risen was the Blue Devils’
performance when they won their
19th straight Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) with a massive 485
points, more than 200 points higher
than runner-up Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. The bar went higher when

the Blue Devils jumped over 5,000
power points in a victory over
Bridgewater-Raritan for the sectional
title.

But the biggest leap of all came
when the Lady Blue Devils amassed
5,168 power points in a 118-52 with-
ering of Vineland for the Public A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL GIRLS SWIM CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: Loren Ball, Jessica Cronin and Krysta Huber, who
will lead the Blue Devil girls swim team into another very successful season.
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more than a fabulous
Gourmet Food Basket
from Gillespie’s Food Market

Stop by today and

create that special

basket or call 

(908) 264-8636 to have

one delivered today!

OVENGOLD 
TURKEY & HAM

$7.99/lb
Sale good through December 2011

OUR DELICIOUS
PREPARED MEALS

ARE HERE!

Come visit our European-style village market

(908) 264-8636 • Fax (908) 264-8743 • Open 365 days a year 8am-8pm

856 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside, NJ
Email: inquiries @gillespies.com  •   Visit us at www.gillespies.com

Next time you’re in the store 

join our Customer List and

Receive a Raffle 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING OFF A TRICK PLAY…Cougar wide receiver Eric Garguilo, No. 32, completes a 39-yard pass play from running
back Chris Witwick, who took a pitchout from quarterback Reggie Green. The Cougars swamped Parsippany Hills, 27-0.

David B. Corbin (Union game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECORD-BREAKING SEASON…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, No. 2, set a WHS record for most carries
in a season with 259 and rushed for 1,171 yards. He set the all-time WHS record for career interceptions with 13 and tied
Marcus Allen Graham’s season record with nine interceptions.

Learn for History – Remember
Pearl Harbor – December 7, 1941
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ENGLISH, THOMPSON, LESCE TO PROVIDE STRENGTH

Lady Raider Swimmers Look
To Fit Puzzle Pieces Together

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Figuring out just where all the in-
coming freshmen will fit into the equa-
tion may take a while, but the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High School
girl swim team aims to have a suc-
cessful season.

The Raider girls, who were second
in the UCT behind Westfield last year,
will look to senior Caitlin English
(freestyle and backstroke) and jun-
iors Jodie Thompson (IM and breast-
stroke) and Carline Lesce (distance,
freestyle) to contribute a large amount
of team points. Last year in the UCT,

English placed fifth in the 500-
freestyle, while Thompson placed
second in the 100-breaststroke and
fourth in the 200 IM.

“I am a middle distance freestyler.
I also swim some backstroke. I love
endurance. I don’t give up,” English
said.

“The breaststroke is definitely my
strongest stroke. I do some freestyle
now and then,” Thompson said.

With 11 new swimmers and one
returning after a year off from in-
jury, Raider Head Coach Jessica
Hulnik’s primary focus will be find-
ing the right fit.

“It may take a while to figure out
where everyone can best help the
team, but with a strong returning
group and so many new faces, it is
bound to be very exciting,” she said.

“We have a lot of freshmen, who
are new. We are figuring out where
we can fit them in, and who can do
what, so we are really experimenting
right now. Everyone is really moti-
vated to swim fast,” English said.

Returning seniors include Jackie
Cirincione (butterfly), Nicole
DePaola (fly, backstroke), Brenda Ho
(distance freestyle), Rosalie DePaola
(free), Carlie Roessle (free), Emily
Nardone (free and breast), Maggie
O’Brien (sprint free) and Melissa
Keiser (back).

“This year as a team, we all have
different strengths. We compliment
each other very nicely and work to-
gether well,” Thompson said.

“We come from the same club team
as a lot of these other girls. They all
seem happy to be here. They all seem
pretty capable of helping the team
score a lot of points,” English said.

The Raiders also swim in clubs
with the neighboring Westfield girls,
so they always look forward to com-
peting with the Blue Devils in the
dual meet and the UCT.

We just want to go in pumped and
excited, ready to go as fast as we can
and just keep the energy up, and we

will go in and do our best. We swim
with a lot of kids from Westfield on
our club team, so a lot of us are ready.
It’s just that extra stuff we need to go
in there and do well,” Thompson said.

As far as their chances in the Public
B sectional meets, English said, “I
think our team will fare well on the
state level. We will make it pretty far.
We want to go in with a positive
mindset. Whatever happens, happens!”

Thompson definitely kicked off the
season with the right stroke, breaking
the SPF school record in the 100-
breaststroke with a time of 1:06.1 in
a 99-71 victory over Governor
Livingston on December 1.

“Jodie just broke the school record
in the 100 breaststroke at our first
meet verses GL,” Coach Hulnik noted.

“It was a lot of fun. I was pumped
coming into the meet. I wasn’t really
expecting to do that on the first meet,
but I was ready to have fun. When
some people told me, I was so ecstatic,
really happy, because I think it was
just the energy from everyone on the
pool deck. Everything that was going
through me before the race, really got
me to do my best,” Thompson said.

In that meet, the Raiders were neck-
and-neck with the Highlanders at the
break.

“We were only up by four points in
the meet yesterday. We all got to-
gether and said, ‘you know what? We
are winning today. We are coming
out on top.’ Everyone swam really
well in the second half of the meet,”
English said.

The Raiders’ next home meet will
be against Union on Thursday, De-
cember 15. After a meet at East
Brunswick on Tuesday, December
20, the Raiders will travel to Westfield
to face the Blue Devils on Thursday,
December 22.

“I am really excited about this sea-
son. We should do pretty well. The
counties will be interesting. Hope-
fully we will break some records,”
English said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR AN EXCITING SEASON…The Raider girls swim team has nine seniors ready for action. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row; coach Judy Sharkey, Jacqueline Cirincione, Nicole DePaola, Brenda Ho, Emily Nardone and coach
Jessica Hulnik; back row, Rosalie DePaola, Melissa Keiser, Carlie Roessle, Maggie O’Brien and Caitlin English.
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a game came against Immaculata with
nine. Defensively, Ondi recorded 25
tackles with two interceptions and
seven knockdowns.

“Pete! It was a great offensive year
for us. He set a school record for
receptions. I can’t tell you how many
key third down receptions he had to
keep drives alive,” Coach DeSarno
said.

Ondi and O’Rourke also returned
kickoffs, totaling 177 yards and 144,
respectively. O’Rourke also returned
10 punts for 97 yards.

Senior quarterback Nate Mitchell
filled the shoes of Kerr well, finishing
with a WHS season high 1,255 yards
with 102 completions on 184 at-
tempts, which included five TDs and
five interceptions.

“I never worried about Nate from a
mental standpoint. He knew what this
offense was built for when he was a
sophomore. He’s always had that
mental ability, but he never got his
chance. Could he handle the speed of
the game? Could he excel? I think he
really did,” Coach DeSarno said.

Senior kicker Jon Gribbin set the
WHS career mark in field goals with
15 and total points with 132. His

strength of foot on kickoffs hemmed
opponents deep in their own territory.
His first three kickoffs against
Plainfield sailed into the end zone.
Gribbin also completed two passes for
32 yards after faking punts. When
Gribbin was injured, junior Joe Salmon
booted all three extra points and sopho-
more Joe Scaglione had several fine
punts in the Watchung Hills game.

“I don’t know how we are going to
replace him. To replace a kicker, un-
fortunately, is going to lead to some
sleepless nights for us. He didn’t have
to kick a lot of field goals this year,
because we weren’t often in that po-
sition. His kickoffs kept teams inside
their 20-yard line close to 50 percent
of the time,” Coach DeSarno said.

When O’Rourke took a rest, senior
running back Brendan Dugan used
his power to gallop 384 yards on 74
carries, which included five TDs.

Senior split end Mike Stravach had
18 receptions for 315 yards, includ-
ing a key TD against Union.

“Some guys stepped up like Mike
Stravach,” Coach DeSarno said. “We
knew Pete Ondi would be a good
receiver on one side, but we didn’t
have anybody on the other, and Mike
Stravach did a great job. Big catches
all over the place!”

After scoring two TD receptions in
the opening game against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, senior tight end/
linebacker John Lanzano missed the
next five games due to injury but
managed to finish with seven recep-
tions for 84 yards. In those five games,
Lanzano recorded 32 tackles (5 for
loss) and one sack.

“When you look back on this team,
we only had two players return on the
offensive line then we lose John
Lanzano in the second game, and the
whole season we only let up two
sacks,” Coach DeSarno pointed out.

Due to multiple injuries, the door
of opportunity was opened for sev-
eral reserves. Sophomore David Kane
had 10 receptions for 85 yards, which
included a TD in the “Snow Bowl”
against Linden. Junior linebacker

Nick LaFace recorded 29 tackles, a
sack and a fumble recovery. Scaglione
recorded 22 tackles (5 for loss, 2
sacks). Sophomore safety Dylan
Elliott stepped in at safety and came
up with a pair of key interceptions in
the rain-soaked game against
Watchung Hills. He finished with
three interceptions, 31 tackles (1 for
loss) and four special teams tackles.

“Nick LaFace played hard all year,
and of course Joe Scaglione as a
sophomore and David Kane! Those
are three guys that I don’t quite know
would have played if it weren’t for
the injuries. They helped us. They
helped themselves for the future,”
Coach DeSarno said.

The undersized but well-coached
defensive line recorded four shutouts
and held two other teams
(Bridgewater-Raritan, Immaculata) to
just one TD. Seniors Mike LaFace (3
sacks) and Ryan Elliott recorded 41
tackles (12 for loss) and 25 tackles (5

for loss), respectively. Senior Alex
McHugh recorded 21 tackles (2 for
loss, sack).

“Defensively, we graduated a lot of
great players in the front eight. Mike
LaFace steps up and has a monster
year. Alex McHugh, we moved him
to end, and our defense really took
off,” Coach DeSarno said.

Senior linebacker Pat Johnson led
the team with 48 tackles (12 for loss,
3 sacks) four fumble recoveries and
six special teams tackles. Linebacker
Joe Rinaldi made 29 tackles (6 for
loss, sack) and had two fumble recov-
eries. Linebacker Kurt Kowalski re-
corded 20 tackles (2 for loss) and four
special teams tackles.

“Kenny Miller, our defensive coor-
dinator, did a great job with this group.
You coach with what you have. We
had some speed. We had good cor-
ners, so that helped us in defending
the back. We had some speed on our
defensive line able to get off blocks
and keep the ball in front of us,”
Coach DeSarno said.

But if there was to be an exclama-
tion mark this year, it had to be the
Immaculata game.

“Our kids just really played well.

We set the tempo early with our de-
fense and made it hard for them to run
with their big tailback. Offensively,
we were able to chip and chip and
chip. We were nine of 11 on third
downs. We kept ourselves in good
manageable downs and distance the
whole game. Then James had three
interceptions and three touchdowns.
He may have been the smallest guy out
on that field, but he sure played the
biggest that day,” Coach DeSarno said.

Next year, it appears that the Blue
Devils’ schedule will undergo a dra-
matic change. Watchung Hills,
Rahway, Immaculata and Linden may
be replaced by Phillipsburg,
Hillsborough, Hunterdon Central and
Franklin.

“We are graduating 23 special se-
niors. It made our younger kids aware
of the task at hand. It’s going to be
interesting! It’s all going to depend
on how hard the kids train in the off-
season,” Coach DeSarno said.

David B. Corbin (Union game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ANOTHER RECORD-BREAKER…Blue Devil flanker Peter Ondi, No. 27, set the WHS career and seasonal receptions
record with 80 and 51, respectively. This season, his 51 receptions totaled 585 yards, including two TDs.
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BOND, HALEY, TRINKLE SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Swim Boys Aim
To Be on Top in UCT, States

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Counting out the Westfield High
School (WHS) boys swim team for a
Union County Tournament (UCT),
sectional and Public A title may be a
silly thought, just because last year’s
team failed to win either title.

Last year, the Blue Devils were
overshadowed when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood emerged with its best team
in school history. The Raiders, who
later won the Public B state title,
defeated the Blue Devils, 109-61, in
their dual meet last December and
narrowly edged them, 447-432, for
the UCT crown a month later.

The Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers,
with one of their best teams ever,
annihilated the Blue Devils, 115.5-
54.5, in their December dual meet
but struggled to win a 93-77 decision
in the sectional meet. In that meet, the
Blue Devils recorded 4,586 power
points, which was the third-best WHS
total in 19 years.

The Blue Devils graduated three
major point producers in Jack

Lorentzen, Larry Zhang and Nick
Boyle, but they return a host of strong
swimmers, which includes co-cap-
tains Alex Bond, Brennan Haley and
Matt Trinkle, along with depth in
every event and strong senior per-
formers in Kevin Oster and Ryan
Hobson. Senior Rich O’Connor could
be expected to make a contribution.

“You can’t count us out this year.
We still are going to be a great team.
We have a lot of returning talent. We
only lost a few guys. Scotch Plains
and Bridgewater both lost really good
guys. We have a lot of upcoming
freshmen, who are going to help us
out a lot. It is going to be a really good
year,” Trinkle said.

“I am really confident with our
team this year. Bridgewater lost four
or five seniors. Their power points
were off the charts last year, but our
power points last year were better
than our sophomore year when we
had Matt Meserole, Mike Oster and
all those guys. This year, our depth is
going to bring us far in the state
tournament and help us beat Scotch
Plains and Bridgewater in the dual
meets,” Haley said.

“Obviously last year, walking away
without a county or a state title is very

rare in our history, but you’ve got to
factor in the all-time best teams for
Scotch Plains and Bridgewater.
Bridgewater lost a ton of talent. They
lost five or six starting guys, so we are
looking to make up ground. Scotch
Plains did lose the Napolitano twins
and also Mike Rizzo, but again they
are bringing back a lot of talent, so I
think that’s going to be our big
shootout this year. Unlike Scotch
Plains that has a handful of talented
swimmers, I think Westfield’s tradi-
tion of depth is where we are going to
hit them, because while they might
have the first place, two-three-four in
a swim meet is a win in the high
school format,” Bond said.

Juniors Matt Daniel, Max Shin,
Nick Constantine and Connor Moore
will be part of that depth, but the Blue
Devils have a vast number of under-
classmen who will contribute. Sopho-
mores Tyler Lessner, Luke McGrory
and Dan Myers were all major con-
tributors last year. Stephen Husch,
John Lindros and Jack Rose will
spearhead a strong class of 12 fresh-
men.

After three less intense meets to
kickoff the season, the Blue Devils

BALIKO, DUNN, PESIN, GAJDZISZ CARRY WORKLOAD

Raider Swim Boys Challenge
To Repeat ‘Winning Ways’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys swim team has a
huge challenge in the wake of last
year’s banner team that won the Union
County Tournament, handed Public
A champion Bridgewater-Raritan its
only loss and defeated Princeton, 90-
80, to claim the school’s first Public
B state championship.

Their lone loss was to private school
Pingry, the state Non-Public B cham-
pion. Those achievements catapulted
the Raider boys to the No. 1 position
for all public schools in the state, but
four outstanding athletes have gradu-
ated. Twins Mike and Dan
Napolitano, along with Mike Rizzo
and Jason Schaub reaped bundles of
points for the Raiders last year.

However, the Raider boys still have
a number of athletes, who will har-
vest many points this season. Senior
Greg Baliko was a double individual
winner in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT), taking top honors in the

100-breaststroke and the 200 Indi-
vidual Medley.

“I like to be behind the scenes. Get
everyone going in the beginning of
the meets, relays. I want to get behind
everyone. Personally, my strengths
are the IM and breaststroke,” Baliko
said.

Senior Joe Dunn was the UCT
champion in the 50-freestyle and the
100-freestyle. Junior Ryan Gajdzisz
was the UCT champion in the 500-
freestyle and placed second in the
200-free. Baliko, Dunn and senior
Dan Pesin were members of the win-
ning UCT 200-medley relay. Pesin
and Gajdzisz were members of the
winning UCT 400-relay teams. Se-
nior freestyler Ryan Henkels is also
expected to contribute a large num-
ber of team points.

“The boys are looking to try and
return to the state finals. We have a
strong schedule, which includes
Westfield, Summit, St. Joes and
Pingry. We are expecting big things
from Joe Dunn, Greg Baliko, Dan

Pesin and Ryan Henkels,” Raider
Head Coach Jess Hulnik said.

Other seniors expected to step-up
are Ryan McKenna (sprint free),
Francis Degnan (breast), Mike Misak
(free), Nick Sorace (breast and free),
Keith Monteiro (butterfly and back-
stroke). Sophomores Austin
Engelhardt (free, breast) and Jeff Peart
(free and fly) should also have a great
year. New comers Alex Skoog, Matt
Marino, Dean DeBonis, JB Walling
and Henry Chang should help add to
the depth.

“This year we have a good core
group. A lot of people have been
stepping up again. I noticed that in
practice. We have a bunch of good
freshmen, Alex Skoog, JP Wallings,
Matt Marino. Skoogs does backstroke
and freestyle. He was on our YMCA
National team with us, so he is defi-
nitely going to be a big contributor.
We are excited to try to get back to
where we were last year,” Baliko said.

“I like how our team is looking this

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SENIOR LEADERSHIP…The Raider boys swim team has nine seniors on the squad. Pictured, left to right, are: front row;
Keith Monteri, Dan Pesin, Frankie Degnan and Joe Dunn; back row, coach Judy Sharkey, Greg Baliko, Ryan Merkell,
Nick Sorace, Mike Misiak and coach Jessica Hulnik. Missing is Ryan McKenna.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, are: Alex Bond, Brennan Haley and Matt Trinkle, who have been
selected team captains of the Blue Devil boys swim team.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2888139 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2898530 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2889250

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2885945 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2887979 Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 2901867 Agent: Dorothy McDevitt MLS: 2901924

WESTFIELD $999,900
Enchanting 1926 Westfield colonial w/charming front porch, stunning kitchen/
fam rm addition(2003) w/ss appl. Close to NYC transport & downtown.

Agents: Beth Sullivan/Barbara Lang MLS: 2896187

OPEN SUNDAY: 12/11 1-4PM
585 Trinity Pl.

OPEN SUNDAY: 12/11 1-4PM
222 Wells St.
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WF Swimmers Look to Exceed Expectations
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

championship for state championship
No. 13. Prior to last year, no girls
swim team had ever reached 5,000
power points.

Senior Co-Captains Loren Ball, Jes-
sica Cronin and Krysta Huber have
the task of keeping the returning Blue
Devils, along with nine talented fresh-
men, focused on maintaining that lofty
status.

“I believe there is pressure, but this
year we can build upon it, work really
hard and try to be number one again,”
Cronin said.

Last year’s Blue Devil girls team
was the strongest team in New Jersey
history, and that included all schools,
public, private or parochial. Yes! The
Blue Devils have graduated several
outstanding seniors, who have bro-
ken WHS records, for example Becky
DeLaFuente, Anna Fetter and Kylie
Bangs, in addition to Margaux
Fleschler, Meg Kaveney, Charlotte
Murtishaw and Ally Rose.

“I think the pressure this year is to
not only repeat what we did last year,
but exceed the expectations that
people have of us. We are still a very
strong team. We definitely lost se-
niors, but we have some great fresh-
men coming in, who will fill their
places. Everyone in every grade is
going to step up to the plate and really
show the other schools that we com-
pete against how good we are as a

team and how united we are as a
team, which is why we are success-
ful,” Huber said.

Ball, Jess Cronin and Huber, along
with seniors Kelly Kalis, Maeve
Maloney and Megan Myers have all
played key roles in last year’s UCT and
Public A championship. Last year Ellie
Reinhardt, now a junior, had the third
fastest 200 (1:54.60) and seventh-best
500 (5:12.97) in WHS history. Junior
Becky Zhang took second in the breast-
stroke in the Public A meet.

Last year, the 200-medley relay
team broke WHS’s school record with
a time of 1:48.05. Two members of
that foursome return with Jess Cronin
and sophomore Caroline Baldwin.
Cronin also set a WHS record in the
100-backstroke with a time of 59.88.

Although quite talented in several
events, Ball, Cronin and Huber do
have their favorite strokes.

“My specialty is sprint freestyle. I
swim the 50 and 100 free,” Ball said.

“I do the backstroke. I have the
record for the high school, so that was
really fun last year. It is really fun
being part of the team. It’s not just
breaking records but being part of the
high school history, being a fan and
everybody cheering you on. It’s not
one person, it’s the whole team has a
stake in the outcome,” Cronin said.

“I really love breaststroke. That’s
been my stroke over the past four

years,” Huber said.
A strong group of sophomores also

come into the season with great cre-
dentials. Baldwin recorded the sec-
ond-fastest time in WHS history in
the 50-free of 23.77. Sarah Cronin,
who is very strong in the freestyle,
also recorded the fourth-best time in
WHS history in the 200 Individual
Medley (IM). Erika Daniel had the
sixth-best WHS time in the 100-but-
terfly, and Audrey Bangs put up great
times in the lanes, as did Allie
McBrearty.

The Blue Devils will also get plenty
of depth from that strong group of
freshmen, especially Amy West and
Courtney Day.

“Last year, we had an extraordi-
nary team, and this year, even though
we lost a lot of seniors, we have an
extremely talented team. We have a
lot of good freshmen. We will prob-
ably be strong in the freestyle events
as always. We are always good in
sprints. We have a new breaststroker
[Amy West]. She is probably going to
be one of our best. She works very
hard. We are looking forward to a
good season, hopefully another state
title,” Ball said.

After a few warm-up meets, the Blue
Devils will have home meets against
Summit (December 13), Bridgewater-
Raritan (December 16) and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (December 22).

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting
Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

   WESTFIELD AUTO CARE
   VOLVO Specialist and ALL

   Foreign & Domestic

     301-311 SOUTH AVE. WEST

     WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

     Across From South Ave. Train Station Parking Lot

     Between Sherwin-Williams & Subway

   Phone: 908-654-8818                  Early Bird Drop-off
   WESTFIELDAUTO.COM                                                                 WESTFIELD311@GMAIL.COM

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

• Spring & Fall Clean-ups

• Snow Plowing

• Snow Blowing

• Shoveling & Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services You Need

Raider Boys Repeat Winning Ways
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

year even though we lost a couple of
guys. We have a big freshman class
coming in. Some guys have matured
another year, so they will be another
year faster. We are looking pretty
strong. Our goals will hopefully be to
repeat as state champs and winning
counties,” Dunn said.

“This year is the same goal as last
year. Try to win it all! But we have to
take it meet-by-meet like we did last
year, obviously that worked out for
the best for us,” Baliko said.

To repeat as UCT champs, the Raid-
ers must contend with a Westfield
team that has always been strong but
appears to be on the rise. The Raiders

and the Blue Devils are set to face
each other in a dual meet Westfield on
Thursday, December 22.

“Westfield is always an awesome
contender, so we are looking forward
to those meets and go home from
them in our favor,” Dunn said.

“Westfield! Always a great meet!
Dual meet! Counties! They are al-
ways a deep team from top to bottom.
They always come looking to win. Of
course, now we are trying to do the
same. The first time we beat them in
a while was our sophomore year, and
we are trying to keep that going
through this year. We are trying to
hold SPF proud,” Baliko said.

BYERS, JEGEDE LED ‘O’; MILLER, LETTIERI LED ‘D’

Raider Footballers Struggled
At Start, Won Three Straight

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Figuring out the winning combi-
nation was quite frustrating, but the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team kept plugging and man-
aged to string together three straight
impressive wins before succumbing
to injuries in the final two games of
the season to finish with a 3-7 record.

“Our kids played hard all the time.
They showed up. They didn’t quit.
With those three games, we did ma-
ture with a lot of first-year starters in
our offensive line,” Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.

The Raiders lost 17-0 to Westfield
in their season opener, in which pen-
alties cost them dearly. Next, the
Raiders fell, 24-17 to Rahway, then
got burned, 27-22, in the final three
minutes to then undefeated Delaware
Valley. Nothing went right for the
Raiders in a 27-7 loss to the Cranford
Cougars.   Then in their fifth game,
the Raiders were clinging to a 14-10
lead until Somerville scored with 2:25
remaining to win 17-14.

“A bunch of games, we were down
14 points and took leads in the fourth

quarter. We didn’t hold on, but it
shows their character. They just kept
working throughout the season,
throughout every game,” Coach
Ciccotelli said.

Then things changed with a 26-14
victory over Voorhees when senior
running back Anthony Byers left his
footprints all over the field to amass
315 yards rushing on 31 carries.

Byers amassed his second straight
300+ rushing game, and fullback/
linebacker Anthony Lettieri, who pro-
vided big blocks, also sparked a rag-
ing defensive effort to lead the Raid-
ers to a 34-0 triumph over North
Plainfield.

A great combination seemed to be
found, as Byers galloped 301 yards,
which included five touchdowns
(TD), en route to a 34-7 jolting of
Warren Hills. Byers got a stinger in
the Warren Hills game but recovered
to play in the Elizabeth game, only to
get a more severe injury that seemed
to throw a wrench in the Raiders’
winning combination.

“He got injured in the Elizabeth
game. He wasn’t 100 percent. We
shut him down, because we didn’t

want to risk his future, because I
think he can play college football,
and he wants to do that,” said Coach
Ciccotelli, who added, “We had a
number of injuries as the year went
on. We had changed some things
philosophically, and all the kids came
together, especially in that stretch.”

The Raiders’ final game against
South Plainfield, a 21-14 loss with-
out Byers, turned out to be a near
carbon copy of the Somerville game.

“You can go back to that Somerville
game. I appreciate it as a coach. I
don’t know if a lot of people recog-
nized it, because we did the same
thing against South Plainfield in our
consolation. The team scored on us.
We didn’t have much time left. We
drove down the field and put our-
selves in position to kick a field goal.
We make a few plays there, we pull
the game out,” Coach Ciccotelli said.

Byers finished with 1,814 yards
and 13 touchdowns on 215 carries.
He also had seven receptions for 83
yards. As a linebacker, he recorded
32 tackles and an interception. Pri-
marily used as a blocker to open
holes for Byers, Lettieri did carry 21
times for 90 yards and had four re-
ceptions for 33 yards. As a linebacker,
he made 60 tackles and had a fumble
recovery. Senior tight end/linebacker
Andrew Miller, who had four recep-
tions for 42 yards, led the team with
85 tackles and four sacks.

“Both our linebackers were strong.
With our offensive line and our full-
back blocking, that also led to us
having success. Andrew did a great
job at tight end blocking on the pe-
rimeter. That allowed us to put up
those rushing totals,” Coach Ciccotelli
said.

Senior wide receiver/defensive
back Matt Jegede led the team with
21 receptions for 408 yards, includ-
ing five TDs. On defense, he recorded
38 tackles. Wide receiver/defensive
back Ahmed Channaoui had 10 re-
ceptions for 78 yards and one TD.
Wide receiver Rob Mrozek had six
receptions for 83 yards.

“Matt Jegede had a good year for
us as a receiver and a kid, who blocked
very well downfield. There were a lot
of runs that Anthony had that, with a
wide out blocking downfield, they
were turned into touchdown runs,”
Coach Ciccotelli said. “That was
pleasing to see.”

Senior quarterback Steve Alleman
completed 60 of 121 passes for 780
yards, which included five TDs and
eight interceptions. Junior running
back/defensive back Dien Rice had
34 carries for 350 yards and four
TDs. Defensively, he recorded 16
tackles.

The Raiders had a big but young
offensive and defensive line led by
senior center Ian Kreiger, who pro-
vided leadership in the offensive line.
Defensively, of the juniors, Anthony
Tufaro recorded 33 tackles and a sack.
Billy Castore had 26 tackles, Jordan
Dagostaro had 20 tackles and a sack,
and Jamie Kaiser had 12 tackles. Jun-
ior linebacker John Cunningham re-
corded 30 tackles and a fumble re-
covery and Brad Alleman had 22
tackles and a pair of sacks. Defensive
backs Tyree Singeltary and Zach
Brensons contributed 18 and 25 tack-
les, respectively.

“Anthony Tufaro did a great job on
the ‘O’ line, ‘D’ line. He was basi-
cally a first-year starter, and he came
on strong. Andrew Kaiser had a lot to
do with opening up those holes,”
Ciccotelli said

Next year, the Raiders will face
Westfield in their ninth game and
may possibly open with Governor
Livingston, followed by Hillside.
Coach Ciccotelli felt the Raiders’
chances for a successful season look
promising.

“Dein Rice can be a force, and our
offensive line, Tufaro, Kaiser and
Castore, and Brad Alleman,
Cunningham and our secondary are
coming back, so we are optimistic. I
think we have the attitude to get this
thing going,” he said.

David B. Corbin (Voorhees game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEADING THE RAIDERS IN OFFENSE…Running back Anthony Byers, No. 1, led the Raiders with 1,814 yards and 13
touchdowns on 215 carries. He also had seven receptions for 83 yards.

Blue Devil Boys Aim for States
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

will dive into big showdowns with
Summit (December 13), Bridgewater-
Raritan (December 16) and the Raid-
ers (December 22).

“We sort of have a trial by fire
week, a nice string of BR
[Bridgewater], Summit and Scotch
Plains. It’s nice starting with less se-
rious meets, so we can build our mo-
mentum, but that is definitely going
to be a tough week, looking to win all
those meets,” Bond said. “That’s go-
ing to be a true test, but our hard work
in the pool so far will, hopefully, put
us on top.”

Although he may swim in multiple
events, Haley said, “Backstroke is
my best stroke, so I will be in that for
most meets.”

“I think my 100 breaststroke and
also my 100 freestyle,” Bond added.

“The 100 fly! Usually against
Scotch Plains or the Bridgewater meet

I go my best, so they better watch
out,” Trinkle warned.

Head Coach Jeff Knight and assis-
tant Michael Schwebel have been fo-
cusing on getting their team in tip-top
shape for those upcoming showdowns,
which begin in mid-December.

“I know all the sophomore, juniors
and seniors are definitely angry
[about] last year. We are raring and
ready to go to reclaim our place as a
dominant team. We don’t want to
start a tradition of losing counties. We
have over 50, and not winning last
year was pretty bad. We are definitely
looking to reclaim that state title. If
we win states this year, we are tied
with St. Joe’s right now, if we win this
year, we will make history as the
winningest swim program in state
history, so there’s lot on the line there.
That in itself is motivation for all of
us,” Bond said.

WF Devilfish Boys ‘A’ Fall
To Freehold Old-Bridge ‘Y’
The Westfield Area “Y” Devilfish

boys’ “A” swim team lost to visiting
team Freehold Old-Bridge Y (FOBY),
111-95, on November 12.

8U: Roan Baker finished third (50-
yard free) and second in (25-back).
Peter Youssef placed third (25-breast).
Michael Riordan touched second (25-
fly). The Medley Relay team of Baker,
Riordan, Aidan Fitzpatrick and
Barney Veres finished first.

9/10: Zachary Youssef touched
second twice (100IM, 50-back).
Timothy McGann earned second
places for 100-free and 50-breast.
Andrew Kapadia took third in 50-fly.

11/12: Griff Morgan and Ryan
Bebel placed 1-2 in the 200 IM.

Morgan was first in 50-fly. Nick
Youssef took second in the 100-free
and 50-fly). Aedan Collins placed
third (100-free). Alex Prystupa won
the 50-breast. Matthew Barmakian,
Prystupa, N. Youssef and Morgan
touched first in the Medley Relay.

13/14: Lucas Fan placed third in
200IM. Kevin Clauss took first (100-
breast) and third in (100-back).

15/18: Stephen Husch and Max
Shin touched 1-2 in the 200IM. Husch
teamed with Nicandro Donadio for
another 1-2 finish (100-breast). Shin
placed second (100-back). Brennan
Haley placed second (200-fly). The
Medley Relay team of Shin, Husch,
Haley, and Will Beckett scored first.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 8, 2011 Page 15

Cougars Swamp Par. Hills, 27-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

school state championship. I cannot
describe how I feel right now. It’s
amazing! Everyone did what they
were coached. Coach talked about
predestination, acting like a cham-
pion. If you act like a champion, you
will be a champion. We acted like a
champion every day of this week and
all season, and we came out state
champions,” Diaz said.

Linebacker Mike Klimek recorded
a three-yard sack and pressured Simms
into making several bad pass deci-
sions, one that led to an interception
by Green on the Vikings’ first offen-
sive play of the game.

“If you give that quarterback a lot of
time, he’s going to pick apart the de-
fense. That was part of the game plan.
Don’t give him time in the pocket. Our
‘D’ line stepped up. Our secondary
stepped up. Our secondary had good
coverage, so that gave us time to sack
him,” Klimek said. “It’s amazing!
Words can’t describe it.”

Green’s interception was just an
omen of much more bad news to
come. The Cougars’ down linemen
and linebackers have established their
very stingy behavior all season, but
the secondary was to be put to the test
and they passed with honors. Garguilo
had an interception, tipped a pass and
delivered a resounding crack that
jarred the ball loose from a potential

reception. Sean McGovern added an
interception that he also returned 14
yards.

“A lot of credit goes to our ‘D’ line
getting pressure on Simms. It forced
him to throw bad balls, and we picked
him off. It feels good. It’s nice to go out
on top my senior year,” Garguilo said.

Linebacker Anthony DaSilva ru-
ined a potential Viking scoring drive
with two tipped passes in a row. He
also deflected a third pass.

“I have been switching around all
year, playing a little linebacker and
getting up on the ‘D’ line. I made it
work, had some batted balls. Two in a
row! Big stop on a fourth down! Ev-
eryone stepped up and did their job.
We got our first shutout of the year. It
feels great right now. I have been
dreaming about this since I was four-
years old,” DaSilva said.

Defensive lineman Ryan Farrell had
a tipped pass, and linebacker TJ
Nichols recorded a five-yard sack
and added a slam-dunk of a pass
attempt.

“We knew that Parsippany Hills
relied on the pass, so we really prac-
ticed pass rush on the ‘D’ line. We
were ready for whatever they were
going to throw at us. [defensive]
Coach [Joe] Hubert did a great job
coaching and coach [Chris] Loeffler.
We had a lot of stunts on, and they
made the right play calls when we
needed them,” Nichols said. “It’s a
good way to go out!”

Garguilo received the opening kick-
off and returned it 31 yards to the
Viking 49. Three running plays later,
the 10-1 Cougars scored when Green
got a great block from Christiano and
weaved 41 yards for the TD with
10:54 on the clock. The point after
attempt hit the post.

“The offensive line did a great job
of making the holes. TJ, Klimek,
O’Shaughnessy, Weiss, everybody!
JP [Christiano] made another huge
block, and I was able to make the
guys miss and score a touchdown,”

Green said.
Green’s interception gave the Cou-

gars great field position at the Viking
41. Witwick’s pass to Garguilo put
the ball on the Viking two, where
Christiano bashed in for the TD with
10:11 left in the first quarter. Troy
Kettler nailed the point after, making
the score 13-0.

The Cougars’ next score came on
an eight-play, 54-yard march that
ended with McGuire breaking sev-
eral tackles for his 15-yard TD run
with 9:52 left in the half.

The 8-4 Vikings put together a drive
at the beginning of the third quarter,
but it came to an abrupt end when
Garguilo intercepted Simms’ pass at
the Cranford 26. The Vikings returned
the favor later in the quarter when
Simms, from his defensive back po-
sition, intercepted Green at the Vi-
king 45 and returned it to the Cranford
19. The Vikings failed to capitalize
on four downs, and the Cougars took
over at the 15.

Eight plays later, which included a
spectacular, tackle-breaking 55-yard
run by Christiano that put the ball on
the Viking two, Green slipped in for
the TD for the final scoring with 7:29
remaining in the game.

“Coach told us, ‘how do you want
your last play to be?’ This is my last
game playing football. I came out
here and gave it everything I had. I
wanted to leave it all out on the field,
and I showed it on the long run to-
day,” said Christiano, who added, “the
first half we spread them out with
Adham and Witwick, then in the sec-
ond half they punched me up the
middle, and I got good blocking from
the ‘O’ line. What a great way to end
your senior season!”
Parsippany Hills   0   0   0   0 0
Cranford 13   7   0   7 27

Westfield 7th/8th Grade Girls
Basketball Association Results:

The Westfield Basketball Associa-
tion 7th and 8th grade girls got off to
a very strong start, as all three games
were thrillers!
Celtics 16, Mavericks 15

Emily Sackett scored with just over
a minute remaining to give The Celtics
the win in a game that saw multiple
lead changes. For the Celtics, Sydney
Gordner, Karen Forbes, Claire
Magnanini and Julia Pierce played
smothering defense. Taylor Kirby,
Arya Rao, Tristen Casio and Madelyn
Jacobs all scored. The Mavericks took
an early lead with a bucket from
Lauren Ho and received outstanding
defensive and offensive efforts from
Samantha Greenaway, Lindsey
Miller, Olivia Hamilton, Alexandra
Hamilton, Morgan Sturdevant,
Catherine Bergin and Jennifer
Rodgers.
Knicks 18, Hawks 9

Hawks Francesca Jones, Madeleine
Kevelson and Isabel Otis forced turn-
overs that resulted in points scored by
Samantha Ricci and Logan

Robertson. Samantha Gargiulo dished
the ball to Maddy Armstrong, who
scored to close out the first half.
Connie Wolff, Julie Greenberg and
Alaina Brotman led the Hawks de-
fensive effort.

In the second half, The Knicks
caught fire with Erin Malley, Morgan
Nitti, and Alexis Riley all draining key
baskets. Lauren Fazio and Lauren
Busardo showed off their ball han-
dling skills and had several assists.
Marie-Elena Pafumi and Emily
Riordan also scored for the The Knicks.
Nets 20, Cavaliers 19

Hayley Kasko, Maddie Berry, Anna
Browne, Molly Whitehead and Megan
Troutman all played well on both
ends of the court to secure the win.
The Cavaliers showed a lot of grit
playing hard throughout the game.
Isabella Salerno, Ana Ionescu,
Michelle Telsey, Francesca Collucci,
Elizabeth Haley, Olivia Turner, Nicole
Eisenberg, Emily McGann, Allyson
Tazbin and Olivia Scheuermann all
showcased their dynamic skills.

SPF PAL Grid Kids Blank
Sparta for Super Bowl Title
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL

D (fifth grade) football team defeated
8-2-1 Sparta, 7-0, to capture the Su-
per Bowl Trophy of the New Jersey
Suburban Youth Football League in
Chatham on December 4 to finish an
11-0 season.

The Raiders, winners of the Ameri-
can Division, jumped to an early 7-0
lead on Sparta when back Jonathan
Ramos received some good blocks
from Robby Camisa, Nicky Smith,
Zack Zimmerman, John Caro
Esposito and Jahsyn Silver and took
off on a 55-yard touchdown run on
the third play from scrimmage. An-
thony Porter then plowed up the gut
for the key conversion point.

The Raiders also had a scoring
drive nullified by a penalty. Sparta,
the National Division winner, could
not move the ball on the SPF defense.
Sparta’s only real drive reached the
Raider 40-yard line. Silver, who con-
sistently penetrated the Sparta
backfield, spearheaded the Raiders
on defense. Linemen Billy Root,

Teddy Giandana and Mateo Velez,
linebackers Noah Costanzo, Alex
Oslislo and Ryan Johnson, and the
secondary of Porter, Tyler Stines and
Charlie Fugett were solid defensively.
As a fullback, Johnson also made
crucial third down runs.

“You can not win if you can not
score,” said the D team’s co-defen-
sive coordinator, Chris Johnson.

During the post-game celebration,
Head Coach Luke Fugett said, “We
are so proud of what our kids did.
They made history and they will al-
ways remember this Super Bowl for
their entire lives. The whole team
made this happen.”

The champion SPF D team Raiders
consisted of: Ryan Ackerman, Robby
Camisa, Johnny Caro Esposito, Noah
Costanzo, Tyler Erath, Kyle Estivene,
Matt Fazzino, Charlie Fugett, Justin
Giamo, Teddy Giandana, Larry
Hager, Tommy Harcourt, Jake
Jacobsen, Justin James, Ryan
Johnson, David Kloepfer, Ricky
Lopez, Bobby McGuiness, Nick
Merkel, Spencer Moran, Tommy
Nakonechny, Nino Natale, Alex
Oslislo, Griffin Pawelec, Anthony
Porter, Jonathan Ramos, Billy Ricci,
Billy Root, Tommy Ryan, Jahsyn Sil-
ver, Jay Jay Sistruck, Nicky Smith,
Max Steele, Tyler Stines, James Stroz,
Kyle Tannenbaum, Doug Tibbals,
Mateo Velez, Dakota Verrico, Charles
Widder, Danny Wright and Zack
Zimmerman.

Coaches Mike Cuccurullo, Ted
Giandana, Chris Johnson, Dave
Merkel, Bruce Moran, Jeff Oslislo
and Matt Tibbals have assisted coach
Fugett since the boys began playing
football in third grade. Since that
time, these Raiders have never been
outscored in any game. The energetic
and tireless team mom is Deana
Camisa.

SPF Raider Icemen Hungry
After Season of Improvement

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School ice hockey program made
great strides last year as they had
their best county record at 5-6-1 and
a very respectable overall record at 9-
13-1.

Looking to improve on last season,
the Raiders may initially miss last
year’s seniors, but this year’s class of
Andrew Skoog, John Tomasulo,
Kevin Lewis, Alex Markovits and
Jim Healy are more than ready to step
up. The junior class supplies the
Raider goalies with starter Jason Breit
and strong backup Pat Foti. Juniors
Nick Gianni and Johnny Lenart will
be key players in the mix too.

Last year’s large freshman class of
12 are now experienced sophomores
led by Tyler Hardgrove, Eric Hogan
and Michael Rothman. This year’s
freshman class is also stocked well
with John Bruckman and Davey
Leong capable of contributing right
away on varsity.

The roster of 28 players this year is
large enough to have both varsity and

JV teams, which will get all the play-
ers the ice time they need. The im-
proved talent level developed by fifth
year coach Matt Gualtieri makes the
goal of qualifying for the state play-
offs for the first time a real one. The
Raiders will also look to make some
noise in the pre-season Union County
Cron Tournament and then set their
sights on getting county powerhouse
programs Summit, Westfield,
Cranford and Johnson to take notice
in the strong Union County Ice
Hockey League.

Official practice for the season
started on November 15, and in their
first scrimmage against Bayonne, the
Raiders mounted a strong comeback
to tie the score, 6-6, in the final two
minutes. The Raider Icers will com-
pete in the Cron Tournament at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle from De-
cember 8 through December 12. For
exact game times and to support the
Raider Icer sponsors, please check
the team website at
www.spficehockey.com.

WHS Icemen to Hold
Skate-a-Thon Jan. 14

The Westfield High School ice
hockey team will hold its annual
Skate-a-Thon on Saturday, Janu-
ary 14, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center in
Roselle.

Activities include taking shots
against a goalie, shooting pucks on
target, stick handling through an
obstacle course, and participating
in relay races and being times by a
speed gun. Westfield Ice Hockey
Team Apparel will be for sale. There
will be door prizes and there will
be a Snack Bar.

The admission is $6, which in-
cludes skating and all hockey ac-
tivities. For families of four or more,
the admission will be $5. Please
bring skates and hockey stick or
rent skates at the rink. Helmets
required for children up to 12 years
old. For more information, please
call (908) 298-7850.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a Special Meeting
on December 19, 2011, at 7:30 pm.,
Municipal Building, First Floor Council
Chambers, 430 Park Avenue to continue
the application of Union Catholic High
School who proposes to install a netting
system at 1600 Martine Avenue, Block
12401, Lot 1.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for pub-
lic inspection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/8/11, The Times Fee: $18.36

See Cranford/Par Hills
story & more photos
www.goleader.com

Ballyhoo Sports

Probitas Verus Honos

BATTLING UNDER THE BOARDS...The Westfield 7th/8th grade Nets and
Cavaliers girls basketball teams battle under the boards.

SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood PAL D football team
SAT VERBAL TUTOR

Trained, experienced, patient,
motivational SAT verbal tutor.
Small group and one on one ses-
sions available. $60 per hour.
Contact Deb @ (908) 755-1973

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE

1 or 2 offices with clerical space
available. Located in profes-
sional building in prestigious

Westfield location.
Please call

(908) 233-9000 ext. 512.

CHRISTMAS IDEAS

Kimball Swinger 400 Organ,
15" CTX monitor, Dell speakers,
webcam, Lady Italian leather coat,
fox & mink jackets, men’s pants,
men’s full length trench coat,
luggage. (908) 789-1630

MATH AND PHYSICS TUTOR

Grades 9 to 12
Geometry Algebra

Trigonometry Precalculus
Calculus Physics

Contact: (908) 577-6361

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 Chrysler Cirrus, Good 1st
car, Maintenance up to date,

new tires, reliable. $2,000 OBO
Rob (908) 232-4407
auto@goleader.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 300-6079

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

ERRAND GIRL

Are you a busy working mother
who just can’t get all your errands
done for the day or week?
Keep your weekends free for family
time. I can get them done for you.
Call me, Jane at (732) 910-4151.

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

NURSE AIDE OR CNA CLASSES

Starting Dec 13 for morning classes
HOME HEALTH AIDE or CHHA
starting Dec 12 for evenings.
CNA starting Jan 24 for evenings.

Call Humane Concepts at
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

Weekends Starts Dec 11th
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings.

Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Just Peanuts...

that’s all it Costs

 for fast action, place a Classified Ad in

THE WESTFIELD LEADER &

THE SCOTCH PLAINS FANWOOD TIMES

with speedy, successful results.

Nothing succeeds like success - and Classified Ads 

are traditionally successful.

CALL 908-232-4407 TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY OR BEFORE TUESDAY AT 5 P.M.

or submit your Ad online at 

www.goleader.com/classifieds



Page 16  Thursday, December 8, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

– Obituaries –Arthur Pontoni, Earned Physics Degree;
Served His Country In World War II

Arthur O. Pontoni passed away on
September 27, 2011 at Presbyterian
Home of South Carolina Healthcare,
his residence since 2007.

He was born October 15, 1924 in
Cleveland, Ohio, son of the late Otto
Pontoni and Mary Skolaris.

Arthur was preceded in death in
November 2000 by his devoted wife,
Mae Louella Pontoni, whom he wed
on August 30, 1947, and also by his
son, Charles. He is survived by his
second wife, Marilyn Ruth Wyatt,
whom he married on October 19, 2002.

He attended Cathedral Latin High
School and later served in the De-
partment of the Navy, Coast Guard
and Merchant Marines during World
War II.

After serving his country, Arthur
graduated from John Carroll Univer-
sity with a degree in physics.

He will be lovingly remembered
by his children, Mary Lou Steele of
Ingleside, Ill., Margaret Meyers of
Roselle Park, N.J. and Nancy Pontoni
Fleming of Aurora, Colo., as well as
his sister, Chick, in Euclid, Ohio;
five grandchildren and one great-
grandson.

Visitation was held on Monday,
December 5, at the Connell Funeral
Home, 245 East Broad Street,
Bethlehem, Pa. 18018, followed by
the Catholic Funeral Rite in the fu-
neral home.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be
made to Our Lady of the Hills Build-
ing Fund, 120 Maryland Lane, Co-
lumbia, S.C. 29210, (803) 772-7400.

Condolences may be made at
www.connellfuneral.com.

December 8, 2011

Jeffrey Ehrhardt, 68, Real Estate Broker;
Was Beloved Husband and Father

Jeffrey W. Ehrhardt, 68, of
Westfield passed away on Thursday,
December 1, at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

Born in Milwaukee, Wis., he lived
in Westfield with his family.

He was a self-employed real estate
broker and had been a second lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army during Vietnam.

Jeffrey was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, a member of
the Westfield Area “Y”’s Men’s Club
and a deacon at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, where he was
very active with the church’s men’s
group.

Surviving are his wife, Barbara

(née Monaghan); a daughter, Caroline
A. Ehrhardt, and his mother-in-law,
Jeanne G. Monaghan.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, December 5, at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home, 582 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
loving memory can be made to Carol
G. Simon Cancer Center at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit, N.J.
or to The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, N.J.

December 8, 2011

Alfred C. Fischer, 85, Navy Veteran;
Active In Legion and Toastmasters

Alfred C. Fischer, 85, of Clark,
formerly a longtime resident of
Westfield, passed away peacefully
at Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit on Thursday, December 1, sur-
rounded by his loving family.

Mr. Fischer was born in
Long Island City, N.Y. and
raised in Astoria, N.Y. He
lived in Westfield from
1960 until 2004, when he
moved to Clark. He was a
veteran of the U.S. Navy,
serving during World War
II aboard the USS
Bremerton. A 1975 gradu-
ate of Fordham Univer-
sity, he worked in Pur-
chasing for 20 years with
American Can Company
and later as a purchasing manager
for UMDNJ in Newark, retiring in
1997.

Mr. Fischer was a founding mem-
ber of the Nomahegan Swim Club
in Westfield and a member of Toast-
masters of Westfield and American
Legion Martin Wallberg Post No. 3
in Westfield. He also loved playing
golf and tennis.

Mr. Fischer was predeceased by
his wife, Dorothy M. Tripptree
Fischer, in 2009, and by two sons,

Robert (1991) and John (2008), and
his granddaughter, Mary Bash
(2009). He is survived by his loving
children, Eileen Moran and her hus-
band, Richard, Deborah Bash and
her husband, Jeffrey, James Fischer

and his wife, Arlene, and a
daughter-in-law, Laura
Fischer Jones. He also will
be deeply missed by his 14
grandchildren, Seth,
Katherine, Richard, Kyle,
Jessica, Evan, John, Carl
Anders, Amanda, James,
Erica, James, Jennifer and
Judith, along with four
great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, De-
cember 6, at St. Helen’s

Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the
Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the Clark Rescue Squad,
875 Raritan Road, Clark, N.J. 07066
or to the Westfield Veterans Fund,
405 Elm Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

December 8, 2011

Alfred C. Fischer

Dorothy Stier, 72, Med./Surgical Nurse;
Volunteer, Flautist and Choir Member

Dorothy S. Stier, 72, of Flemington,
N.J. passed away Thursday, Novem-
ber 24, 2011, at her residence.

Dorothy was born April 25, 1939
in East Orange, N.J. to Helmuth and
Dorothy Schneider. She began her
nursing career as an emergency room
nurse at St. Peter’s Hospital in New
Brunswick, N.J. On relocating to
Flemington, Dorothy worked for the
Hunterdon Medical Center as a
medical\surgical nurse. Following a
developing interest, Dorothy became
a school nurse at the Edith Ort El-
ementary School in Frenchtown, N.J.
for several years.

In 1966 Dorothy was blessed with
a son, Peter Helmuth, and, two years
after that, a daughter was born –
Robin Louise. Both of these children
survive her. She also is survived by
her husband, Russell Stier; a sister,
Nancy VanHoenacker of Apex, N.C.,
and four grandchildren – Christo-

pher R. Stier and Cassandra J. Stier of
Niskayuna, N.Y. and Olivia H. Beau-
mont and Jason J. Beaumont of
Quakertown, Pa.

Dorothy was a skilled flautist and
participated in the Raritan Valley
Symphonic Band. She also was a
member of the Hunterdon Choral
Union and the church choir at the
Flemington Baptist Church.

Additionally, Dorothy served as a
volunteer with Meals on Wheels and
the Briteside Adult Day Center of
Flemington. She also was active at
the Flemington Baptist Church.

There will be a memorial service to
celebrate her life and influence at the
Flemington Baptist Church on Satur-
day, December 10, at 2 p.m. Follow-
ing the service there will be a recep-
tion at the church Fellowship Hall.

In lieu of flowers, please make a
contribution to a favorite charity.

December 8, 2011

Concerts and Live Nativity
Among Church Activities

SUMMIT – The Central Presby-
terian Church Concert Series will
take place tomorrow and the follow-
ing Friday, December 9 and 16, at
12:15 p.m. each day. The concert
tomorrow will feature the Chamber
Singers of the Kent Place School of
Summit, with Edel Thomas, con-
ductor. Next week’s program will
showcase Arthur Woodley, bass, and
Sandor Szabo, piano.

The church, located at 70 Maple
Street in Summit, is handicap acces-
sible. Listening devices are avail-
able for the hearing-impaired. The
Presbyterian Women will offer sand-
wiches, coffee and tea for purchase

to enjoy before, during or after the
concerts.

This Sunday, December 11, the
Central Presbyterian Church will
present its outdoor Live Nativity at 4
p.m. All are welcome for this free
event, to be followed by a Christmas
Sing and arts and crafts in the audi-
torium.

On Tuesday, December 13, “The
Messiah Sing” will take place in the
sanctuary at 8 p.m. While the event
is free, donations will be accepted.
Scores will be available for rent or
participants may bring their own.
Refreshments will be served at the
close of the event. All are welcome.

Networking Group to Look
At ‘When the Sale Is You’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library’s Career Net-
working Group will present “How To
Make The Sale When The Sale Is
You” on Monday, December 19, at
6:30 p.m. at the library.

This program will focus on how to
make a strong connection with a will-
ing “buyer” – a potential employer –
whether it is an in-person or telephone
interview or a referral conversation.

Presenter Kevin Shulman is presi-
dent of Shulman and Associates, which
maintains the philosophy based on
The Success Triangle: Attitude, Be-
havior and Technique. Mr. Shulman
will show how this three-pronged ap-
proach, coupled with accountability,
leads to successful results.

Mr. Shulman owned and operated

a sales company in the 1970s and
1980s that eventually achieved $20
million in sales. Since 1991, he has
been an affiliate of the Sandler Sales
Institute, training business owners,
sales managers and salespeople to
help them grow their business and
reach their full potential.

This program will be free and open
to everyone. To register, visit
scotlib.org and click on Events; call
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204,
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

Interested persons may connect with
the library’s Career Networking Group
on Linked In, Career Networking
Group at SPPL. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue,
in the center of the township.

Linda Rolleri, 71, Enjoyed Beach Visits
With Her Family and Playing Bingo

Linda Rolleri, 71, of Westfield,
N.J. passed away on Thursday, De-
cember 1, 2011, at Antigua Village
on the Island of Antigua with her
husband by her side.

Linda was born on July 29, 1940
in Scranton, Pa. to the late Joseph
and Nancy Karanik. As a young girl
she moved to Newark, N.J. and
graduated from Barringer High
School in 1958. While a student at
Barringer High School, she met and
later married Edward Rolleri. To-
gether they relocated to Westfield
in 1965.

Linda loved being at the beach
with her husband, girls, grandchil-
dren and friends. If she wasn’t at
the beach, she was scouting out the
closest bingo game. Linda and
Eddie recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in Atlantic
City with their girls.

Linda is survived by her hus-
band, Eddie; their three daughters,

Dana, Donna and Deneen, and five
grandchildren, Stephanie, Ethan,
Cameryn, Lane and Chandler. She
also is survived by her brother and
his wife, Donald and Maria Karanik,
and her brother-in-law, Paul Rolleri,
and his wife, Eileen. She also will
be deeply missed by her two neph-
ews, two nieces and a heart full of
friends and extended family.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to visit the Dooley Colonial
Funeral Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield, tomorrow, Fri-
day, December 9, from 3 to 5 and 7
to 9 p.m. A Funeral Mass will be
held on Saturday, December 10, at
10 a.m. at St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made either to Youth Villages,
P.O. Box 341154, Memphis, TN or
Helping Hands and Hearts, c/o St.
Helen’s Church, 1600 Rahway Av-
enue, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

December 8, 2011

Torah Center to Offer
Chassidic Farbrengen
WESTFIELD – The Union

County Torah Center will hold a
“Chassidic Farbrengen” on Thurs-
day, December 15, at 8 p.m. in honor
of Yud-Tes Kislev (the 19th day of
Kislev). Free and open to the pub-
lic, it will take place at the Torah
Center, located at 509 Central Av-
enue in Westfield.

Rabbi Levi Block will lead the
Farbrengen and will discuss the his-
tory of the Chabad-Lubavitch move-
ment and share stories of the
Lubavitcher Rebbes.

The 19th day of the Hebrew month
of Kislev (Yud-Tes Kislev) is the day
on which Rabbi Schneur Zalman of
Liadi, founder of the Chabad-
Lubavitch movement, was freed from
his severe imprisonment in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia, in 1798.

A Farbrengen is an informal gath-
ering in which people celebrate their
Judaism by means of song, stories
and words of inspiration. For more
information, call the Torah Center at
(908) 789-5252 or e-mail
info@torahcenter.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that at the
Planning Board meeting held on Novem-
ber 28, 2011, the Board adopted the fol-
lowing Resolutions:

445 Terrill Road, for minor subdivision
approval for 445 Terrill Road, Block 203,
Lot 3.

Elise Konadu, for change of use to a
day care center and waiver of site plan
approval for 1765-1767 East Second
Street.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 12/8/11, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on December 19,
2012 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 246 South Avenue and
LaGrande Avenue, Fanwood, New Jer-
sey, also known as Block 64 Lot 4, 5, & 6,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Elite Properties at Fanwood.

The applicant requests subdivision ap-
proval to create a new 15,002 square feet
lot (proposed lot 6.01) on LaGrande Av-
enue, a new 3,748 square feet lot on South
Avenue (proposed lot 5.01(A)), a new
18,648 square feet lot on South Avenue
(proposed lot 5.01), and a new 4,530
square feet lot on South Avenue (pro-
posed lot 5.01(C)) and approval to extin-
guish a 10 foot drainage easement, which
requires a deviation from the Redevelop-
ment Plan where the proposed lot 5.01(A)
is 3,748 square feet and the minimum lot
size is 4,000 square feet and any deviation
as may be determined necessary at the
public hearing based upon review of the
application or amendment(s) to the appli-
cation. which is in violation of:

Section Redevelopment Plan of the
Fanwood Land Use Code. Variance Re-
quested: Miminum Lot Size; Permitted:
4,000 square feet; Present: N/A; Proposed:
3,748 square feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Elite Properties of Fanwood

P.O. Box 4449
Warren, New Jersey, 07059

1 T - 12/8/11, The Times Fee: $47.43

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PUBLIC HEARING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2011

6:00 pm
ADMINISTRATION OFFICE

75 MARTINE AVENUE NORTH
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY

All interested citizens will be given an
opportunity to present their opinion re-
garding which projects the Mayor and
Council should submit to the Union County
Community Development Revenue Shar-
ing Committee for Year 38 at the above
time and place.

The Borough of Fanwood has benefitted
from Community Development funding
since the inception of the program and will
offer its submissions this year.

For further information contact the Bor-
ough Clerk at (908) 322-8236.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 12/8/11, The Leader Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

BOARD OF HEALTH

Notice is hereby given that Board of
Health Ordinance 11-09-02

“AN ORDINANCE SUPPLE-
MENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER 300, ANIMALS,
ARTICLE II”

Was passed and adopted on second
and final reading at the Regular Meeting of
the Board of Health of the Borough of
Fanwood held on December 1, 2011.

Colleen M. Huehn, Secretary
Board of Health

1 T - 12/8/11, The Times Fee: $14.79

LIONS RECOGNIZE STUDENT…Scotch Plains Lions Club President Barbara
Anilo presents a Certificate of Achievement to Daniel Pesin, center, as Jerry
Kirshenbaum, eyeglasses recycling chairman, looks on.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club recently presented
Daniel Pesin, a senior at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, with
the Lions Certificate of Achieve-
ment for his volunteer work with the
organization.

Like his brother, Michael, before
him, Daniel has been collecting used
eyeglasses for the Lions Recycling
Program. Lions’ eyeglass recycling
boxes have been placed in various
locations, including local schools,
religious institutions and hospitals,
with signs describing the project.

During the 2010-2011 year, Daniel
and Michael collected more than
1,000 pairs of used eyeglasses. These
were brought to the Scotch Plains
Lions Club, which then delivered
them to New Eyes for the Needy.
This organization sorts and cleans
the glasses and sends them to medi-
cal missions and international chari-
table organizations for distribution
to poor people in over 25 countries
around the globe.

In addition, Daniel has helped the
Lions collect contributions on White
Cane Day, and for the Scotch Plains
Health Fair he helped register pa-
tients for the eye screening, as well as

having them read the eye chart.
Part of Lions International, the

Scotch Plains Lions Club conducts
many fund-raising activities, with
the money distributed to local chari-
ties and community activities. Its
primary charitable focus is organi-
zations throughout the area that
serve the blind and visually im-
paired.

For more information about the
Scotch Plains Lions Club or to attend
a meeting, call Club President Bar-
bara Anilo at (908) 322-4472. New
members are welcome.

Probitas Verus Honos

Forum-Health Fair
Set Dec. 14 at WCC

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Center will host a
Health Education Forum and
Health Fair from 10 a.m. to noon
on Wednesday, December 14.

An educational panel of experts
on geriatric health will participate.
Attendees will receive a raffle ticket
for door prizes. Light refreshments
will be served and free blood pres-
sure screenings will be available.

Anyone interested in attending
is asked to respond by calling
Rosslyn Johnson at (908) 232-4759
by Friday, December 9. This event
is open to all individuals age 55
and older and their adult children.

The Westfield Community Cen-
ter is located at 558 West Broad
Street in Westfield, with the en-
trance on Palsted Avenue.

‘Y’ Tree Sale and Festivities
Available to Community

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y”’s holiday activities in-
clude the Westfield “Y”’s Men’s
Club’s annual tree sale at the Elm
Street Field in Westfield. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the “Y” and other
community organizations.

The tree lot will remain open
from 4 to 9 p.m. weekdays and 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. on weekends through
Thursday, December 22. For fur-
ther information, call Leonardo
Gonzalez at the “Y” at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 271.

Area residents also are invited to
participate in a local food drive spon-
sored by the United Way of Greater
Union County. A drop box has been
set up in the lobby of the Main “Y”
facility, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, and at the Child Care Cen-
ter, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield. Non-perishable items such
as sugar, flour, rice, cereal, jelly,
canned vegetables and baby food are
especially needed. Individuals also
may select an angel from the Giving
Tree located in the Main “Y” Lobby

now through December 22.
Lunch with Santa will take place

at the Main “Y” facility this Sun-
day, December 11, from 12:30 to 2
p.m. The festivities will include
lunch, a photo with Santa and sing-
ing of Christmas carols. Tickets
can be purchased in advance at any
Westfield Area “Y” location. Chil-
dren under age 2 may attend for
free and all proceeds will benefit
the “Y”’s Strong Kids Campaign.

Kids Club Drop-In is available
all day or for just a few hours dur-
ing the winter break at Y Child Care
in Garwood. Twenty-four-hour ad-
vance registration is required. For
information about the Holiday
Drop-In Special, contact Melinda
McHale now through Thursday,
December 29, at (908) 301-1616 or
mmchale@westfieldynj.org.

Active adults can join friends and
“Y” staff for food, fun and fellow-
ship at the “Y”’s Holiday Party on
Wednesday, December 21, from
noon to 2:20 p.m. Interested persons
are asked to register by Friday, De-
cember 16, at the Member Service
Desk or online at westfieldynj.org.

To register or learn more about
the above holiday happenings at
the Westfield Area “Y,” contact
Member Services at (908) 233-
2700 or visit westfieldynj.org.

Men’s Group of PCW
To Meet December 17
WESTFIELD – The men’s group of

The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
(PCW) will hold a public discussion
of current events in Egypt and the
Islamic/Christian interface on Satur-
day, December 17, at 7:30 a.m. in
Assembly Hall on the ground floor of
the Presbytery on Mountain Avenue.

The discussion will feature Ehab
Gad, an Egyptian Coptic Christian
who has lived in the United States for
many years and still has many close
ties in Egypt.

The PCW Men’s Group meets on
the first and third Saturdays of each
month for breakfast and a discussion
of topical events and spiritual issues
central to the enrichment of men’s
lives and their interaction with their
families and the community at large.
These meetings are open to all men,
and visitors and new members are
encouraged to attend.

The breakfast and discussion lasts
for 90 minutes, and a nominal $5 dona-
tion for breakfast is requested. Ques-
tions can be addressed to Pete Tortorello
at ptortorello@verizon.net or Doug
Miller at douglaskmiller@comcast.net.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at its meeting on Decem-
ber 5, 2011, adopted the following resolu-
tions for the applications decided at the
November 7, 2011 meeting

PB 10-17(V) Stephen Kay, 140-144
Madison Avenue, Block 104, Lots 8 & 9.
Applicant sought an extension of minor
subdivision approval granted March 7,
2011, memorialized April 4, 2011,
amended resolution adopted July 8, 2011,
memorialized July 14, 2011. Board ap-
proved a 190 day extension until April 18,
2012.

PB 11-11 Bavint Corp, 18-24 Elm
Street, Block 3116, Lot 4. Applicant
sought minor site plan approval to estab-
lish retail use on the site previously utilized
as a restaurant. Application approved with
conditions

PB 11-12 Bank of America, 173 Elm
Street, Block 2505, Lot 10. Applicant
sought minor site plan approval to install
fenced enclosure for trash containers.
Application approved with conditions.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1 T - 12/8/11, The Leader Fee: $32.64

Lions Honor Daniel Pesin
For Volunteering With Club
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WESTFIELD COMMUNITY PLAYERS

presents

THE THREE PRINCE CHARMINGS

Sponsored by Eileen Ward-Conway, broker of Elegant Homes Realty featuring the Savannah 
in downtown Westfield, The James Ward Mansion, and Ward and O’Donnell Property Man-
agement Company

A Children’s Show for ages 5-95

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘The Descendants’
Trouble in Paradise

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

As fascinating, emotional and as-
tute as Alexander Payne’s “The De-
scendants” is, I can’t figure why this
tale of a family in crisis didn’t regis-
ter a 4 on the Goldberger Scale of
Lingering Rumination (GSLR). It lin-
gered but a day. If a film earns a full
4 on the GSLR, it means you think in
its mechanisms and philosophy for at
least four days after seeing it.

But then you already know that,
and figuring this out is my problem,
not yours. Perhaps there’s a glitch in
the system…maybe a short, a defec-
tive chip, or a file that isn’t running.
Just rest assured while we work to
correct the film judging application
that you shouldn’t be at all deterred
from seeing this superbly constructed
movie starring George Clooney.

Aloha…you’ll be welcomed to
Hawaii, and given a rather informing
tour of a geography and sociology
rarely utilized as the setting for a
drama. Then, after being shuttled
through the contrast of downtown
skyscrapers, crowded freeways, bu-
colic trails, mountains looming at
every angle and colorful, unfamiliar
vegetation, we are led to the big trag-
edy.

Elizabeth King (Patricia Hastie),
wife of Mr. Clooney’s lawyer/land
baron, Matt King, lies comatose in a
hospital bed, the victim of a
waterskiing accident. Yep…life has a
way of getting our attention and es-
tablishing turning points. In the case
of Mr. King and his two daughters,
what has befallen Elizabeth will force
a reckoning both bitter and sweet.

Matt will be fighting a battle on no
less than three fronts. For starters, his
marriage had been in disarray for
years. His two daughters, Scottie
(Amara Miller), 10, and Alexandra
(Shailene Woodley), 17, are issue-
laden, to say the least. And as the
deadline for a family land sale he’s in
charge of nears, his less wealthy cous-
ins are sharpening their daggers.

Too bad. We like this guy, alleged
faults and all, because just maybe we
can relate. While it’s not exactly clear
how cold or distant he was to Eliza-
beth, or for that matter how much of
an angst-filled wildflower she was,
we’re not as quick to judge as some
are. Alexandra, spoiled and bratty as
she is bright, surely isn’t giving Dad
any quarter.

That’s glaringly obvious when Matt
and Scottie junket to the island where
she’s been relegated to stew and carp
at a posh private school. Dragged
home ostensibly to play big sister
while Dad tries to establish some
semblance of order from the unfold-

ing mess, she only rankles nerves
more and puts the whole shebang in
high relief. Oy, poor Dad.

But if you think it can’t get worse,
especially as the camera intermit-
tently focuses on the sleeping beauty
all hooked up in the hospital, then
you haven’t seen many dramas. Lo
and behold, Matt learns a dark secret,
a real dilly. OK, it’s a bit operatic. So
is life. But the touching manner in
which the ethical dilemma is ad-
dressed is anything but soapy.

Director Payne, whose equally in-
telligent “Sideways” (2004) was also
character-driven, has a facile way of
strewing Hansel-and-Gretel-like
crumbs of wit and wisdom along his
narrative path. Be it about life, the
way someone talks or perhaps an
everyday event worth a second
thought, the elucidative style cozily
enhances the storytelling.
 Subtle, never force-fed, a sociocul-
tural survey mirrors Payne’s smart
dissection of the kin in question.
Agreeing with Tolstoy that happy
families are all alike, but that every
unhappy family is unhappy in its own
way, the filmmaker is a romantic, an
optimist, tipping a hand that he likes
this gang, and won’t sully them with
clichés like dysfunction.

But gosh, they’ve got a whole lot of
baggage to sort. Helping them do so
in the form of catalyst/comic relief is
Sid (Nick Krause), Alexandra’s
slacker pal who comes along for the
ride as they embark on a scavenger
hunt impelled by the aforementioned
divulgence. Apparently, Hawaiian
folks with cash jet from island to
island without compunction.

And Matt has cash…loads of it.
This leads the script to a contempla-
tion on money, the use of it, and how
people value it in different ways. Fea-
turing himself a trusted steward of
wealth and the natural beauty of his
properties, he scoots about in a basic
Honda. While I embrace the under-
stated noblesse oblige thing, I think
I’d still eke out a Ferrari...red.

Therein lies Matt’s regret. Ema-
nating from humbler stock, Eliza-
beth wished a more lavish lifestyle,
one that included, ironically, her own
boat. They were in perpetual dis-
agreement. But happily, there’s no
argument here. Heir apparent to at
least two Oscar nominations, “The
Descendants” is among the year’s
best films, low GSLR score or not.

…
“The Descendants,” rated R, is a

Fox Searchlight Pictures release di-
rected by Alexander Payne and stars
George Clooney, Shailene Woodley
and Amara Miller. Running time: 115
minutes

Renaissance Night at Kuran
Arts Center, December 13

FANWOOD – The Carriage
House Poetry Series invites the pub-
lic to attend a free event on Tues-
day, December 13, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall (GPS
use 75 N. Martine Avenue). The
scheduled event will celebrate the
Carriage House Poetry Series’ thir-
teenth anniversary by stepping back
in time to Tudor/Renaissance En-
gland for an evening of costumes,
actors, music and poetry.

Come and enjoy a welcome by
Queen Elizabeth I (series founder
Adele Kenny) and a featured read-
ing by Edmund Baranowski, a sea-
soned Renaissance fair performer,
who will recite selected poems from
his own works. There will be music
by Odarka Stockert as a Renais-
sance harpist, Gregorian chants
sung by a Renaissance monk (Rev.
Alex Pinto), cameo appearances by
such poets as Edmund Spencer
(Gary Szelc) and Christopher
Marlowe (R. G. Rader), and a spe-
cial opportunity to meet
Shakespeare’s “Dark Lady” (Linda
Radice) who will read from the great
bard’s “Dark Lady sonnets.”

The Carriage House Poetry Se-
ries was established in December
of 1998 and is home-based in the
Patricia M. Kuran Arts Center, an
historic Gothic Revival structure
that was once a 19th century car-

RENAISSANCE MAN…Edmund
Baranowski, poet and Renaissance fair
performer, will be one of the featured
readers on “Renaissance Night” at 8
p.m. on Tuesday, December 13 at the
Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood.

riage house, hence the name of the
series. The Tuesday, December 13
reading is free and open to the pub-
lic. An open mic will follow the
featured performance for anyone
who comes in costume (a Renais-
sance-style hat will qualify).

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
visit  their website
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Registration Open for 2012
Winter Classes at Arts Guild

RAHWAY – Registration is now
open for winter classes for adults,
teens (ages 12-16), and children
(ages 7–11) at Arts Guild New Jer-
sey (formerly The Arts Guild of
Rahway). Winter classes begin the
week of January 14, 2012, includ-
ing several exciting new options, in
addition to many familiar classes.
Whether students are challenging
themselves by taking their skills to
the next level, or trying a new tech-
nique for the first time, there is
something for everyone at Arts
Guild New Jersey.

In addition to new classes, the
Arts Guild will be utilizing a newly
renovated studio classroom space
on the corner of Esterbrook and
Milton Avenues in Rahway.

For complete course descriptions
and class schedules, access the
online course catalog at
www.agnj.org www.agnj.org (Art
Classes page) or call (732) 381-
7511 to request a printed flyer. Class
locations are specified next to each
class description: either 1670 Irv-
ing for our traditional Arts Guild

building on Irving Street, or 125 W.
Milton, for our brand new Annex
space on Milton Avenue.

Registration is accepted online,
as well as in-person or by mail. To
register in person, visit the office at
1670 Irving Street in Rahway, on
Monday, Tuesday or Thursday, from
9 a.m. – 12 Noon or from 1 – 4 p.m.
(please use parking lot entrance). Cash
and check payments are accepted in
person or by mail; credit card pay-
ments are accepted online only.

All class space is limited, so early
registration is encouraged to en-
sure enrollment. Members receive
a $15 discount on adult classes and
a $10 discount on classes for chil-
dren and teens.

To become a member visit
www.agnj.org www.agnj.org and
click on the Membership link. Mem-
bers also receive incentives such as
advance notice and reduced rates
on special event tickets, discounted
entry fees, and other VIP opportu-
nities. The ArtsGuild also offers a
Refer-a-friend discount to help you
save money.

Triskelion Theatre Company
Presents ‘To All A Goodnight’

SCOTCH PLAINS - Triskelion is
proud to present “To All A
Goodnight,” a holiday treat with
readings, carols and kids. This holi-
day show will feature a special pre-
sentation by children of the commu-
nity performing an original work. In
addition, actors from New York and
the local community will perform
readings from literature of the sea-
son and the All Saints’ Choir will
sing carols.

Selections from a variety of Christ-
mas and seasonal literature span-
ning the ages from medieval times
to the present will be performed by
talented professionals. Readings
from Charles Dickens’ “A Christ-
mas Carol,” Truman Capote’s “A
Christmas Memory,” “Miracle on
34th Street,” as well as works by
Emily Dickinson, Alfred Lord
Tennyson, John Henry Faulk, Rob-
ert Frost and more will warm hearts
and inspire glad tidings of the sea-
son.

The young people featured in the

cast are: Rosie Coumo, Erin
Hernandez, Aubrey Johnson, Lexi
Marta, Kyle Magee and Jovi Will-
iams. Our adult readers include
Timothy Macht, Hope Garland and
Mark Douches.

Performances will be held Friday,
December 16, at 7:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, December 18, at 3 p.m. All
performances will be held at All
Saints’ Church, 559 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains. Additional parking is
available behind the church off
School Place.

Tickets are $15 for adults, children
under 18 are $10.

For information and tickets call
(908) 256-5704 or visit
www.triskelionartists.org

Triskelion is currently filing for
not-for-profit 501 (c) 3 status, our
fiscal sponsor is Spiral, Inc.
Triskeklion is the evolution of A
Mix Productions which brought
“Fancy Footwork” to Scotch Plains.
Triskelion’s artistic director is Rich-
ard Johnson.

WF Community Band, EIS Broadway
Singers Present Holiday Concert

WESTFIELD – Kicking the holi-
day season into high gear, the
Westfield Community Band and the
Edison Intermediate School Broad-
way Singers will present the 21st
Annual Holiday Concert on Wednes-
day, December 14 at 7:30 p.m. This
concert is a town wide
holiday celebration,
sponsored by the
Westfield Recreation
Department.

The Westfield Com-
munity Band, under the
direction of Thomas
Connors will perform
a variety of selections
from traditional favor-
ites such as Leroy
Anderson’s, “Sleigh
Ride”, contemporary
selections such as the
Overture from “How
the Grinch Stole Christmas” by
Albert Hague, and “Rhapsody for
Hanukkah” arranged by Stephen
Bulla, which is a collection of tradi-
tional Hanukkah melodies. Addi-
tional selections include “March of
the Toys and Toyland from ‘Babes
in Toyland’” by Victor Herbert, “A
Christmas Festival” by Leroy Ander-
son and “Once in Royal David’s
City” by Henry Gauntlett.

The band will be joined in concert
by the Edison Intermediate School
Broadway Singers with Co-Direc-
tors Kristine Smith-Morasso and
Kenneth Horn. The Broadway Sing-
ers are an extra-curricular singing
group comprised of select seventh

and eighth grade students
that tour outside of the
school district. They will
perform an array of holi-
day favorites and will join
the Westfield Community
Band in presenting a fi-
nale of the “Hallelujah
Chorus” from Handel’s
Messiah.

Pre-show entertain-
ment will begin at 7:10
p.m., with holiday music
provided by “Sax Forte”
with members of the
Westfield Community

Band. The concert will be held in the
Edison Intermediate School Audi-
torium, 800 Rahway Avenue,
Westfield. The concert is free to the
public.

For further information regarding
the holiday concert, please contact
the Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment, (908) 789-4080 or go to the
band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

cabinetry that blended effortlessly
with the home’s original woodwork.
A pair of Christmas trees, one in
each tall window nook surrounding
the fireplace, balanced a beauti-
fully dressed mantel complete with
coordinating stockings in red and
green. Rich leather loveseats pro-
vided comfortable fireside seating.

Guests gathered around the two-
tier kitchen island to partake of
apple cider and Christmas cookies.

The home showcased attention to
the even the subtlest holiday details
including tiny cranberry wreaths at
the top corners of each breakfast nook
window.

 To add to the festive atmosphere,
the Continuo Boys and Girls Youth
Choirs sung Christmas hymns from
the staircase.

Candice Wicke, President and Ex-
ecutive Director of the Continuo Arts
Foundation, reported the first year
of the tour was a “stellar success.”

She said, “It’s the direct result of
the hard work, dedication and com-
mitment by our tour chairperson

Sherrie Natko, our generous and
welcoming homeowners, the out-
standing docents from Coldwell
Banker, local stagers, designers, res-
taurants, florists and the devoted staff
and volunteers from the Continuo
Arts Foundation.”

Ms. Wicke stated title sponsor
Coldwell Banker was “instrumental
in realizing this new destination
event for Westfield.”

The foundation’s holiday festivi-
ties continue on Sunday, December
11, at 6 p.m., with the concert tradi-
tion “Christmas Time in the City” at
The Presbyterian Church of
Westfield.

Ms. Wicke added the event will be
presented free of charge to the public
as “a gift to our community.” Those
who attended the home tour can also
enjoy complimentary reserved seat-
ing between 5:30 - 5:45 p.m.

Proceeds from the tour will sup-
port the Continuo Arts Foundation’s
scholarship fund, young artist debut
series, community service projects
and performances.

Westfield Community Band

ThePirates
ofPenzance

Pineda Lyric Opera Young Artists

present

Cranford dramatic Club Theatre

78 Winans Ave  Cranford, NJ

(908) 731-1377

www.pinedaconservatory.com

8 PM fri . dec. 9    2 PM & 8 PM Sat. Dec. 10

2 PM Sun. Dec. 11

Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
Announces Holiday Concert

PLAINFIELD - Bells, holly, ivy,
the glow of candles and carols - old
and new - will be featured when the
Crescent Singers presents its an-
nual Yuletide Carol Program, Sun-
day, December 11, at 5:30 p.m. The
concert, which is the third in this
year’s Crescent Concert Series, is
free to the public.

This year, the concert will present
several departures from past ones.
These changes will involve light-
ing and the placement of the sing-
ers, who will perform carols from
different areas of the sanctuary.

According to F. Allen Artz, mu-
sic director of the Crescent Singers,
these innovations will add to the
emotional impact of the concert.
“The program will prove to be joy-
ful and uplifting, intimate and
peaceful, mysterious and profound.
Students are encouraged to attend,”
he said.

The vocalists will sing such well-
known carols as “Masters in this
Hall,” “O Holy Night,” “Silent
Night,” and others. Lesser-known
carols will include “Gabriel’s Mes-
sage,” “Before the Marvel of this

Night,” “Mary Had a Baby,” “Laud
to the Virgin,” and “Hodie! Christus
Natus Est.” The audience will be
invited to sing three sets of well-
known carols.

The Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church is located at 716
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.
Handicap access and bathrooms, as
well as large print programs are
available. For inquiries, call (908)
756-2468.

 Funding for this concert has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey Council on the Arts, Depart-
ment of State, a partner agency of
the National Endowment of the Arts,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Continuo Arts Tour

 Thomas Connors

UC PAC to Host Orchestra
Of St. Peter by the Sea

RAHWAY – RSI Bank presents
Father Alphonse Stephenson and
Orchestra of St. Peter by the Sea on
Saturday, December 10, at 8 p.m. at
the Union County Performing Arts
Center. Don’t miss your chance to
welcome the holiday season with the
elegance and grace of Father
Alphonse Stephenson and the spec-
tacular sound of the Orchestra of St.
Peter by the Sea as they return to
Rahway for their annual holiday spec-
tacular to benefit the Union County
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are
on sale now at $27 (price includes all
fees) call the UC PAC box office at
(732) 499-8226, or visit
www.ucpac.org.

This annual event is a holiday tra-
dition. The beloved Father Alphonse
Stephenson provides humorous and
personal anecdotes perfectly tuned
to the occasion. His 42-piece orches-
tra skillfully performs holiday clas-
sics with passion and precision that
makes this a spectacular evening not
to be missed. Be sure to order your
tickets now for this annual sell-out.

Tickets are available at the UCPAC
Box Office at (732) 499-8226 or
online at UCPAC.org. The UCPAC
Box Office, located at 1601 Irving
Street, Rahway, is open Monday
through Friday from 11 a.m. until 5
p.m. and also open late on Thursdays
until 8 p.m.

goleader.com



Page 18  Thursday, December 8, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST  TIME GUEST

*

CALL NOW TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION! 520 North Avenue Garwood, NJ 07027
(Across From Shop Rite)

www.waxcenter.com

*Ask For Details

908.789.1515

Laura Alexander’s Work On
Display At Tomasulo Gallery

Laura Alexander’s “LA Spaghetti,” oil on canvas.

CRANFORD – From now through
January 14, 2012, a solo exhibition by
Hoboken artist Laura Alexander will
be on display in the Tomasulo Gallery
at Union County College’s Cranford
campus. The exhibition, entitled “Laura
Alexander” consists of oil on canvas
paintings of different people in every-
day situations. Her works are a petition
against “sameness”.

She uses color to display emotion in
her pieces. In her artist statement she
discusses that as a society we have a
need for conformity. However,
Alexander questions “why?” and
“whose set of standards are we com-
pelled to copy?”

She has stated, “Can the search for
homogeneity ever teach us tolerance?
Howard Johnson’s was the first fran-
chised business to open in America.
With its core value being ‘sameness,’
this concept of franchising has perme-
ated every aspect of our society, most
destructively throughout the educa-
tional system. Most disturbing is the
practice within this standardized envi-
ronment of labeling individuals who
are different from the selected stan-
dard as somehow psychologically
‘lacking.’ Are they lacking or in actu-
ality, ‘in full possession of?’”

She holds a degree from the Main
College of Art in Portland, Me., and
has studied at the Vermont Studio Cen-
ter in Johnson, Vermont and the Arts
Students League of New York. She
was the 2006 recipient of the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts Fel-
lowship in painting.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Monday through Thursday and

from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday through Thursday. Please note
that the gallery will be closed from
Thursday, December 22, through Sun-
day, January 1, 2012, and will re-open
on Monday, January 2, 2012.

For more information, please call
(908) 709-7155 or visit the College’s
website at www.ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

Musical Club Of Westfield Thanks
Community; Hosts Holiday Program

MUSICAL ADVENTURE…The De-
cember performance of the Musical
Club of Westfield will be held on
Wednesday, December 14, at 1 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield.  Pictured, left to
right, are: Scholarship Concert chair-
person Kay Macrae with Shuang Guo,
conductor of the Chinese American
Music Ensemble and ZhiYin Chorus.

WESTFIELD - On November 22,
audience members at the Musical Club
of Westfield’s biennial scholarship con-
cert at the First Baptist Church in
Westfield were swept away on a trip
“Around the World in 80 Minutes.”

Featured on the concert were Rus-
sian pianist Yuly Verbitsky performing
piano music of Northern Europe;
French organist Marie-Danièle Mercier
performing an organ sonata by
Alexandre Guilmant; the Monmouth
Winds woodwind quintet performing
tangos by Argentinian composer Astor
Piazzolla; soprano Ellen Entriken per-
forming songs by American compos-
ers Robert Lowry, Stephen Foster, and
Douglas Moore; bass-baritone Glen
Crane performing songs by Austra-
lian-born composers Percy Grainger
and Malcolm Williamson; the Carnatic
Musicians Family of New Jersey per-
forming music from the classical tradi-
tion of Southern India; and the Chinese
American Music Ensemble and ZhiYin
Chorus, conducted by Shuang Guo,
performing music of Taiwan and China.

The well-attended concert was held
to raise funds for the club’s Scholarship
Fund, which provides financial assis-
tance to promising young musicians
pursuing undergraduate music degrees
at some of the finest music schools in
the country. Currently the club sup-
ports seven such students, who are
studying at The Juilliard School of

Music, Princeton University, the Uni-
versity of Delaware, Carnegie-Mellon
University, the University of Michi-
gan, and Montclair State University.

The December performance of the
Musical Club of Westfield will be held
on Wednesday, December 14, at 1 p.m.
at the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street, Westfield. Featured on the pro-
gram will be music for flute, clarinet
and piano, solo piano, and piano four
hands.

Clarinetist George Toenes, a long-
time club favorite, will perform the
“Adagio” in D-flat Major by Heinrich
Baermann, accompanied by pianist
Beverly Thomson Shea. They will be
joined by flutist Helen Bartolick for an
arrangement of Sound the Trumpet by
Henry Purcell. Mr. Toenes and Ms.
Bartolick are both members of the
Westfield Community Band and per-
form together frequently. Turning to
the lighter side, Toenes will entertain
the audience with Basin Street Blues
by Spencer Williams; The Darktown
Strutters’ Ball by Shelton Brooks (fea-
tured in the film “The Dolly Sisters”
and recorded by Benny Goodman and
his orchestra), concluding with When
the Saints Go Marching In, the tradi-
tional Dixieland refrain.

Three young pianists from Cranford
High School, Jacob Gelber, Jonathon
Surer, Anna Zhao, will perform solo
piano pieces. In addition to performing

as soloists, Mr. Gelber and Mr. Surer
both also serve as accompanists for the
choral groups at Cranford High School.

Piano duo Carolle-Ann Mochernuk
and Paul Kueter will round out the
program with holiday favorites, includ-
ing five movements from
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite, and
the ever-popular Christmas Pastiche,
an arrangement of carols and songs by
Mr. Kueter.

The performance is free and open to
the public. Refreshments will be served
after the program, to give those in
attendance the opportunity to meet the
performers. The Musical Club of
Westfield, now in its 96th season, of-
fers scholarships to promising young
musicians who are pursuing a musical
education. Membership in the club is
open to anyone who in interested in
music. Those wishing information
about membership in the Musical Club
of Westfield as a performer or an asso-
ciate member may call the member-
ship chairman at (908) 232-2173, or
visit the club’s web site at
westfieldnj.com/mcw/.

Continuo Arts Tour Revealed There’s No
Place Like ‘Home for the Holidays’

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Four Westfield
residences, dressed in holiday style,
opened their wreathed doors for tour-
ing last Saturday during the Continuo
Arts Foundation’s “Home for the
Holidays” fundraiser. Each property
showcased its own distinct features
in architecture and interior design as
well as holiday décor.

The lavish exterior of the historic
center hall colonial on Boulevard
offered a glimpse of what was to
come with wreaths on each window
of its three stories, fresh garlands and
bows along the wrought iron fence
and Christmas tree topiaries flanking
the entrance.

In the front hall, guests mingled
beneath a stunning crystal chandelier
from the Hotel Prague and admired
lighted evergreens along the majestic
central staircase and layers of intri-
cate crown moldings.

Traditional decorations of poinset-
tias and holiday greenery accentu-
ated the impeccable décor of opulent
fabrics, lush window treatments and
multiple chandeliers throughout the
nine-bedroom home.

The kitchen featured four sinks in
separate workspaces, and the library
was comprised of a leather ceiling
and built-ins originally brought over
from an English manor in Europe.

On Wychwood Road, the Continuo
Arts Young Artist Debut Winner and
Conducting Fellow, Tom Colao,

played holiday songs on the grand
piano to welcome guests into the
well-appointed living room.

Home stager Donna Rosen of More
Staging shared holiday decorating
tips with guests in the striking colo-
nial. She placed interwoven glim-
mers of golden ribbons and orna-
ments throughout the Christmas trees,
wreaths and fireplace mantel swag in
perfect harmony with the warm golds
found in the sumptuous upholstery.

The holiday spirit was carried
throughout each room with unique
displays from the homeowner’s min-
iature holiday village and Christmas
stemware atop the family room’s wet
bar to an adorable “Santa’s mailbox”
centerpiece on the desk in the study.

Ms. Rosen bedecked the breakfast
area with a peppermint candy theme,
evident in the festive red and white
table chargers and tiny candy canes
interspersed along the evergreen
chandelier boughs.

The inviting place settings in the
lustrous dining room featured pi-
necones, gilded fruit and cinnamon
sticks tucked into damask napkins.

Tour chairperson, Sherrie Natko of
Coldwell Banker, greeted visitors at
the Arts and Crafts home on Wood-
land Avenue. She kept the holiday
trimmings to a minimum to avoid
detracting from the home’s tiger oak
woodwork and the homeowner’s
many collections.

The living room included a unique
display of weathervanes while the

dining room housed early American
oil paintings and a rare collection of
“children’s china.”

The intricate pressed tin ceiling in
the kitchen and antique signage were
another highlight along with a built-
in area in the basement that was be-
lieved to serve as a speakeasy during
the Prohibition Era.

It was no surprise that the lovingly
restored Victorian on South Euclid
Avenue received a Harry Devlin His-
toric Preservation Award in 2005.
The home exuded the perfect combi-
nation of old-fashioned charm
coupled with an open floor plan and
today’s amenities.

Homeowner Jen Schildge did most
of the decorating herself and spoke to
visitors about all aspects from the
newer kitchen and family room addi-
tion to the antiques and cherished
heirlooms on display.

Suzy Minken of Best In Showing
and Coldwell Banker worked with
Ms. Schlidge to create themed holi-
day décor for each room on the main
floor.

The living room sparkled with gold
accents on the Christmas tree and
ornament-adorned swag over the size-
able front window, while silver stars
and snowflakes glistened against the
soft blue palette in the neighboring
dining room.

The inviting family room housed a
complete wall of custom built-ins
with dentil molding and custom

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOME SWEET HOME…During the Home for the Holidays house tour held Saturday in Westfield, tour-goers got a
glimpse inside this Wychwood Road home featuring interwoven glimmers of golden ribbons and ornaments, which adorned
the Christmas trees, wreaths and the fireplace mantel swag, keeping in perfect harmony with the home’s gold color scheme.
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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Defense wins titles, and that is
exactly what happened when the
Cranford High School football
team did in a 27-0 shutout of
favored Parsippany Hills to seize
its first ever North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 championship at
Kean University in Union on De-
cember 3.

The Cougars’ veteran defense
relentlessly pressured and forced
the hand of Viking quarterback
Tyler Simms, known for his pass-
ing accuracy, and recorded three
interceptions, six sacks, a fumble
recovery and numerous bat
downs or tipped passes. Simms
completed only 13 of 31 passes,
and the Vikings’ running game
was held to negative yardage.

In the meantime, Cougar quar-
terback Reggie Green engi-
neered primarily a running game
that netted 259 yards and four
touchdowns (TD). He completed
three of four passes for 21 yards,
and pitched out to running back
Chris Witwick who threw a 39-
yard strike to wide receiver Eric
Garguilo.

Green rushed 102 yards on 17
carries, which included TD runs
of 41 yards and two yards. Full-
back JP Christiano had 10 car-

FOLINUSZ, DIAZ, KLIMEK, NICHOLS RECORD SACKS; GREEN, McGOVERN, GARGUILO INTERCEPT

Cougars Level Par. Hills, 27-0, for Section Football Crown

See Cranford/Par Hills
Football Story in

The Westfield Leader

See additional Cougar photos
at www.goleader.com

Click – “photo library” – Click
11dec03-cr-par-hills-ftbll

ries for 85 yards, including a
two-yard TD bash, and a five-
yard reception. Witwick, who had
a 12-yard reception, carried 10
times for 46 yards, and Adham

McGuire had six carries for 26
yards, including a 15-yard TD.

Ryan Bryson had a four-yard
reception.

Cougar defensive lineman
Chris Folinusz became a recur-
ring nightmare to Simms. He

sacked Simms three times and
recovered a fumble that
Christiano jarred loose.

“Coach said if the down line-
men can get pressure on him,
we will win the game. If they

can’t stop us up front, we are
going to pick off and break up
passes like we did. We threw
them out of what they normally
do,” Folinusz said. “It feels great!

One in baseball and one in foot-
ball!”

Linebacker Nick Diaz pressured
Simms numerous times and
added a four-yard sack.

“I dreamt about this, all of us,
since we were little kids playing
flag football. All you think about
is a high school state champion-
ship. I cannot describe how I
feel right now. It’s amazing! Ev-
eryone did what they were
coached. Coach talked about
predestination, acting like a
champion. If you act like a cham-
pion, you will be a champion. We
acted like a champion every day
of this week and all season, and
we came out state champions,”
Diaz said.

Linebacker Mike Klimek re-
corded a three-yard sack and
pressured Simms into making
several bad pass decisions, one
that led to an interception by
Green on the Vikings’ first offen-
sive play of the game.

“If you give that quarterback a
lot of time, he’s going to pick
apart the defense. That was part
of the game plan. Don’t give him
time in the pocket. Our ‘D’ line
stepped up. Our secondary
stepped up. Our secondary had
good coverage, so that gave us
time to sack him,” Klimek said.
“It’s amazing! Words can’t de-
scribe it.”

Green’s interception was just
an omen of much more bad news
to come. The Cougars’ down line-
men and linebackers have es-
tablished their very stingy be-
havior all season, but the sec-
ondary was to be put to the test

Probitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NORTH JERSEY, SECTION 2, GROUP 3 CHAMPIONS…The Cranford Cougar football team celebrates after
swamping Parsippany Hills, 27-0, for the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship at Kean University.

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-2  Thursday, December 8, 2011

goleader.com/ballyhoo

and they passed with hon-
ors. Garguilo had an in-
terception, tipped a pass
and delivered a resound-
ing crack that jarred the
ball loose from a potential
reception. Sean McGovern
added an interception that
he also returned 14 yards.

“A lot of credit goes to
our ‘D’ line getting pres-
sure on Simms. It forced
him to throw bad balls,
and we picked him off. It
feels good. It’s nice to go
out on top my senior year,”
Garguilo said.

Linebacker Anthony
DaSilva ruined a potential
Viking scoring drive with
two tipped passes in a row.
He also deflected a third
pass.

“I have been switching
around all year, playing a
little linebacker and get-
ting up on the ‘D’ line. I
made it work, had some
batted balls. Two in a row!
Big stop on a fourth down!
Everyone stepped up and
did their job. We got our
first shutout of the year.
It feels great right now. I
have been dreaming about
this since I was four-years
old,” DaSilva said.
Defensive lineman Ryan
Farrell had a tipped pass,
and linebacker TJ Nichols
recorded a five-yard sack
and added a slam-dunk of
a pass attempt.

“We knew that
Parsippany Hills relied on
the pass, so we really practiced
pass rush on the ‘D’ line. We
were ready for whatever they
were going to throw at us. [de-
fensive] Coach [Joe] Hubert did
a great job coaching and coach

[Chris] Loeffler. We had a lot of
stunts on, and they made the
right play calls when we needed
them,” Nichols said. “It’s a good
way to go out!”

Garguilo received the opening
kickoff and returned it 31 yards
to the Viking 49. Three running
plays later, the 10-1 Cougars

scored when Green got a great
block from Christiano and
weaved 41 yards for the TD with
10:54 on the clock. The point
after attempt hit the post.

“The offensive line did a great
job of making the holes. TJ,
Klimek, O’Shaughnessy, Weiss,
everybody! JP [Christiano] made

another huge block, and I was
able to make the guys miss and
score a touchdown,” Green said.

Green’s interception gave the
Cougars great field position at
the Viking 41. Witwick’s pass to
Garguilo put the ball on the Vi-
king two, where Christiano
bashed in for the TD with 10:11

Cougars Level Parsippany Hills, 27-0, for Football Sectional Championship
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

left in the first quarter. Troy
Kettler nailed the point af-
ter, making the score 13-0.

The Cougars’ next score
came on an eight-play, 54-
yard march that ended with
McGuire breaking several
tackles for his 15-yard TD
run with 9:52 left in the half.

The 8-4 Vikings put to-
gether a drive at the begin-
ning of the third quarter, but
it came to an abrupt end
when Garguilo intercepted
Simms’ pass at the Cranford
26. The Vikings returned the
favor later in the quarter
when Simms, from his de-
fensive back position, inter-
cepted Green at the Viking
45 and returned it to the
Cranford 19. The Vikings
failed to capitalize on four
downs, and the Cougars took
over at the 15.

Eight plays later, which in-
cluded a spectacular, tackle-
breaking 55-yard run by
Christiano that put the ball
on the Viking two, Green
slipped in for the TD for the
final scoring with 7:29 re-
maining in the game.

“Coach told us, ‘how do you
want your last play to be?’
This is my last game playing
football. I came out here and
gave it everything I had. I
wanted to leave it all out on
the field, and I showed it on
the long run today,” said
Christiano, who added, “the
first half we spread them out
with Adham and Witwick,
then in the second half they

punched me up the middle, and
I got good blocking from the ‘O’
line. What a great way to end
your senior season!”

Parsippany Hills   0   0   0   0 0
Cranford 13   7   0   7 27

Probitas Verus Honos
See more football photos

on next two pages

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMOTHERED BY THE DEFENSE…Parsippany Hills running back CJ Joyce, No. 22, gets smothered by Nick Diaz, No. 41, Chris
Folinusz, No. 51, Ryan Farrell. No. 61, and Mike Klimek, No. 57, in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF ACTION ON THE FIELD…Upper left – Cougar Anthony DaSilva latches onto a Viking running back at Eric Garguilo, No. 32, TJ Nichols, No. 56, Nick Diaz, No. 41, and Mike Kilmek,
back, close in. Upper right – Nick Diaz, No. 41, takes a wild leap in the air with Viking Dan Hardwick, No. 3. Lower left – JP Christiano, No. 36, jars the ball loose so Chris Folinusz, No. 51, can recover
it. Lower right – Reggie Green, No. 7, finds a seam in the Viking defense.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township officials
in attendance at a special work-
shop meeting Monday night were
in agreement to spend more to
essentially do away with the first
floor of the municipal building and
build up and out.

Three plans were put together
by the Municipal Building Task
Force, chaired by former town-
ship mayor Paul LaCorte, to re-
build the municipal building after
Hurricane Irene wiped out the
first floor of the building, taking
out the police headquarters, 9-1-
1 service, courtroom, TV-35 and
other offices, as well as damaging
paperwork and equipment.

Currently, the municipal court
offices, health department, TV-35
and the Downtown Management
Corp. (DMC) are operating out of
trailers on the lawn of the munici-
pal building. The police headquar-
ters has moved to the second floor
of the municipal building.

The three plans ranged in cost
from $3.1 million to over $11
million, Mr. LaCorte said, but
stressed that these were “raw”
figures. Plan 3, which the town-
ship committee favored, was to
build a second story and build out,
and move the parking underneath.
Plan 2 was to build a 6,000-square
foot dormer. Plan 1 was to retrofit
the first floor by constructing it
better to resist floodwaters such
as raising the courtroom 21 inches,
which saw five feet of water dur-
ing Irene, installing dam doors,
and using building materials that
would not get damaged by water.
Measurements for the Plan 3 ad-
dition were not given at the meet-
ing, and architectural and engi-
neering firms have yet to be hired
to draw up plans.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach and
Deputy Mayor Kevin Campbell,
along with township commission-
ers Mark Dugan and Edward
O’Malley all were in agreement to

move forward with Plan 3. The
township committee will have to
vote on which plan to move for-
ward on.

Under Plan 3, the courtroom,
squad room and radio room would
be housed on the third floor, the
municipal offices and council
chambers would be located on the
second floor along with the police
department.  Police Chief Eric
Mason, the acting township ad-
ministrator, told The Westfield

Leader there were no safety con-
cerns with residents and employ-
ees sharing the elevator with
people attending court. He said
persons with municipal court hear-
ings would be walked up the stairs,
as is the current protocol. Before
Irene, the courtroom was on the
first floor, which is situated at
ground level, and currently the
township is holding court in
Westfield’s municipal courtroom.

Mayor Dan Aschenbach said an-
other option could be an interlocal
agreement with Westfield to share
the court.

Moving certain functions of the
township to a separate location,
such as across the street by the fire
department, was also brought up.

Chris tina Hinke  for The  Wes tfie ld Leader
WISH LIST…Kiran and Drew of Cranford sit on Santa’s lap when he visited
the Cranford Community Center on Saturday morning. The Cranford Jaycees
sponsored the event.

“It’s nice to know that every-
thing they (residents) need is here.
I would advocate to keeping all of
our services here,” Mr. Mason said.

Money to fund the project would
be a combination of taxes to pay
off a bond, flood insurance in-
come, and potential reimburse-
ment from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

Township Attorney Daniel
McCarthy said the town has a $1-
million flood insurance policy, as
well as an excess flood policy
which they could potentially re-
ceive $10 to $15 million after the
damages are assessed.

Funding from FEMA was also
discussed, but the general con-
sensus was to move forward with
a plan that suits the township
and community’s needs, rather
than what FEMA may fund. The
maximum amount FEMA would
fund is 75 percent of the cost,
Mr. McCarthy said.

In order to go to FEMA, the
township has to have a “shovel
ready plan,” Mr. Mason said.
Then FEMA would evaluate the
cost/benefit of the plan before
making a decision, which would
come in mid-2013.

GW Mayor Clarifies Votes Taken
On Borough’s Longevity Ordinance

Having read the account of the
Garwood Borough Council meet-
ing of November 22, which ap-
peared in The Leader I felt com-
pelled to make a comment or two
regarding the process involving
the longevity ordinance.

The reporter did her job as far
as reporting what took place that
evening and, in fact to her credit,
took the time to listen to the
recording of the July 12th regu-
lar meeting, however, the whole
story is not contained in the re-
cording of that meeting alone.

(I have personally listened,
along with our clerk, to the re-
cording a minimum of six times
but probably more, in order to
properly amend the minutes if
necessary and we have ascer-
tained that there was an error
borne along the way from the
confusion of implementing the
proper procedure and recording
the same under the circum-
stances that were present.)

Prior to the ordinance being
introduced on June 14th, there
were already issues and ques-
tions raised about the content
and exact wording at the work-
shop of the same date, but the
ordinance was still introduced. A
month later at the workshop prior
to the regular July 12th meeting,
the attorney mentioned that the
longevity ordinance should be
tabled for further consideration
to be reviewed more thoroughly.

The chair of the Laws and Li-
cense committee agreed, but
stated he would still like to have
a public hearing and then table
the ordinance, at which point the
attorney explained and advised
the council. Later that same night
at the actual council meeting, a
motion was made and seconded
to adopt the ordinance. A techni-
cally, this was done because the
ordinance had been officially in-
troduced a month prior and it
would need to be moved for adop-
tion in order that there be some-

thing on the floor to be tabled. A
motion to table was made which
as reported then became the
privileged motion not needing a
second. A roll call vote was taken
to table the ordinance. Never did
a vote take place to adopt the
ordinance.

It is obvious from the meeting
and workshop minutes going back
to June that there was confusion
regarding the terms of the longev-
ity ordinance and clarification
would be required so that the
council members could make in-
formed voting decisions. It is also
obvious that the intent of council
was to have some public input and
that the council wanted to table it
at that same July 12th meeting.

One can argue that the instruc-
tions for the procedure was flawed
or the minutes incorrect, but the
bottom line here is that the intent
was clear that the council wanted
to table the ordinance and that is
what they did. There are bound to
be times when tempers will flare
and sometimes inappropriate
wording will be used to express
our feelings of the moment, how-
ever, as adults we mend fences
and go forward with what we
believe to be in the common good.
The ordinance was reintroduced
at the November 22nd meeting
and the council will vote on its
adoption with a public hearing on
Tuesday, December 13.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Mayor of Garwood

Dog Licenses Due in GW
GARWOOD — Dog Licenses are

due during the month of January
in Garwood. To obtain or renew a
license, visit the municipal clerk’s
office at 403 South Avenue, Mon-
day through Friday, between 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Proof of rabies
vaccine covering the entire licens-
ing year is necessary. For more
information, call (908) 789-0710.

Cranford Could See Larger Municipal Building
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