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OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH…Westfield Mayor Andy
Skibitsky hands Jo Wayner a proclamation declaring September as Ovarian
Cancer Awareness Month. Ovarian cancer’s symptoms often go unnoticed.
During the month, the Kaleidoscope of Hope Foundation hopes to create
awareness to improve early detection and save lives. Teal ribbons tied around
local neighborhoods will remind women to schedule their annual gynecological
exams. For more information, see kohnj.org.

Courtesy of Linda Graham
BAND CAMP...Members of the Westfield High School Marching Band load up the buses with their gear on their way to the
annual band camp.

LaCorte: All Adults Should
Have Wills, Med. Directives

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Although the of-
fice of Union County Surrogate is an
elected position, James LaCorte be-
lieves his work can help ensure the
wishes of family members are legally
adhered to.

Seeking a third, five-year term, Mr.
LaCorte, who was a practicing lawyer
before being elected surrogate, said his
office assists the public in the probating
of wills and appointing guardians and
administrators when the deceased do
not have a last will and testament. His
office handles between 4,500 and 5,000
legal matters annually, in addition to
receiving 10,000 to 12,000 phone calls
with questions regarding these legal
documents.

When a person does not have a will,
the surrogate appoints an administrator
to distribute the estate. Guardians are
appointed for children and for an “inca-
pacitated” person. Mr. LaCorte said his
office also currently holds $26 million
in trust funds for minors, mostly from
civil lawsuits. Those funds will be re-
leased when the minors turn 18.

For probating wills, family members
need to bring an original copy of a death
certificate, the last will and testament
and names and addresses of next of kin.

“It’s my job to determine whether or
not each and every will meets the legal
requirements of a valid will, and if it
does, it is admitted to probate,” which
he described as a recording process. “If
it is not, which happens in some cases,
it has to be rejected…. A lot of people
are downloading wills now (off the
Internet) and filling in the blanks and

getting them from Staples…and it is
mostly those wills that don’t meet the
legal requirements and have to be re-
jected.”

Wills must be signed by the indi-
vidual and witnessed by two persons
and notarized by a notary public or
lawyer to certify the authenticity of the
three signatures.

“A lot of times people appear in my
office with wills that are sometimes 35
or 40 years old and…it is difficult to
find witnesses after that prolonged time
period. And that will, if the witnesses
cannot be found, will be rejected as a
matter of law,” Mr. LaCorte said.

When a person dies without a will, an
administration must be set up and an
administrator appointed by the surro-
gate to distribute the deceased’s estate.

The surrogate’s office also helps fami-
lies set up guardianships for minors and
incapacitated persons. The hearings are
required before a superior court judge
for guardianships for incapacitated per-
sons. For these cases, he said a power of
attorney should also be drawn up to
reduce the chance of expensive and
drawn out family legal battles over
guardianships.

“In this state, it [a contested will] is a
rare, rare occurrence,” Mr. LaCorte said.

He said it is important to have a will
to assure “an orderly distribution of
your assets and, probably most impor-
tantly, it sets up the person that you
want to be in charge for the distribution
of your assets.”

Mr. LaCorte said the state “presumes”
most estates will be distributed within
eight months of the individual’s death.

County Dem. Candidates Discuss
Budget, Oakridge, EMS Crisis
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County
Democratic Freeholders Al Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon and their running
mate Mohamed Jalloh are gearing up
for the fall election campaign. Mr. Jalloh
is replacing the retiring Chester Holmes
of Rahway on the party’s ticket.

During an interview in The Westfield
Leader office and available at
goleader.com/video, the candidates
were asked what can be done to stabi-
lize county government taxes that have
risen 75 percent over the last nine years
from $150 million to $265 million to
support a $442-million county budget.

“It’s been an extraordinary year from
the financial standpoint and the
economy the way it is. Municipalities
and boards of education and counties
are all struggling to provide services at
the most reasonable cost,” said Mr.
Mirabella, who is serving as chairman
this year. “This (year’s) budget process
was not much different than other years.
We brought all the directors in, and we
looked at what they were asking for and
what they really needed.”

In 2008, S & P assigned its AA +
long-term rating to the county’s 2008
general improvement bonds ($105 mil-
lion), county vo-tech school bonds and
county college bonds. S & P found the
county’s financial position to be “satis-
factory” and its financial-management
practices “standard.”

“However,” the report states that,
“management does not do long-term
financial forecasting or have policies
regarding debt limits, other than what is
mandated by the state, or minimum
reserve requirements.”

In response, Mr. Mirabella said he
was “very proud of the financial strength
of this county and the position that we
are in.” He said a number of agencies
rate the county, “and they are all in the
strong category.”

“I think we try to limit the amount of
debt every year,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“We really are conscious about the
amount of debt this county has and the
amount of debt we take on every year.”

He said the county decided to close
the Oak Ridge golf course in Clark,
citing a $400,000 operating deficit. “But
we directed some energy to the other
two golf courses (Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains and Galloping Hill in Union
Township).” A driving range was added
at Galloping Hill to produce revenue.

When asked why Oak Ridge was not
included in golf operations reviewed
by Kemper Sports Management, an
Illinois-based company hired to man-
age the county’s golf facilities, Mr.
Mirabella said, “Once a decision was
made (to close Oak Ridge)…speed was
of the essence because we wanted to get
the plantings done… So, rather than
lose a year, we acted on that decision”
to convert Oak Ridge into a park.

Mr. Mirabella said an Oak Ridge
master plan group will be created to
look at long-term activities for the park,
which Mrs. Scanlon said might include
ball fields and soccer fields.

The board chairman said he doubts
the county would be interested in pur-
suing the acquisition of the Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark, which GM is
looking to sell as part of its chapter 11
bankruptcy filing earlier this year, or
the Roselle Country Club, which has
faced tough financial times.

In terms of revenue, Mrs. Scanlon
added, “The county really isn’t in the
business of making money. It’s not
what we are there for. We are in the
business of helping people.”

The county is considering  creating

a county court, shared radio services
system and/or expansion of police and
fire emergency radio frequencies, as
well as a consolidated 9-1-1 dispatch
center and an EMS system.

“I don’t think we are in a position
right now to say we are in favor or we are
not in favor (of these proposals). I think
it is more exploratory at this time,” the
board chairman said.

Mr. Mirabella was asked whether a
county court would take funds from the
municipal court revenue stream.

“I wouldn’t be in favor of any kind of
plan that harms the municipalities from
a revenue standpoint,” Mr. Mirabella

responded.
Mr. Jalloh said, currently, when

county police issue a traffic ticket, fees
go to the court and state with the re-
mainder divided between the county
and towns. He said the county would
like to collect all of the revenue from
county-police-issued tickets after the
state collects its share.

Mrs. Scanlon said the county would
seek input from the towns on this study
of a county court. “We need to know
what they (towns) are thinking and
how they view it (a county court) and
how they think it could work or why

Westfield Area Chamber Goes In
‘New Direction,’ Lays Off McElynn

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) will
head in a “new direction” without its
executive director of more than three
years, Naomi McElynn. The former
proprietor of Kabloom florist on Elm
Street told The Westfield Leader on
Monday that the board of directors laid
her off late last week.

In the interim, WACC Chairman Jay
Tintle, who operates Jay’s Cycle, will
assume her duties, and executive ad-
ministrator Mary Cirillo and executive
assistant Maria Orenberg will handle
the bulk of the day-to-day workload.

Mr. Tintle spoke to The Leader Mon-
day. He called Ms. McElynn “the force
behind the Chamber” but said the time

had come to seek new board members,
new ideas and a new vision.

“We want to take the Chamber in a
new direction,” Mr. Tintle said. “I got
the sense [Ms. McElynn] was looking
for more challenges.”

He added that the usual WACC-spon-
sored events such as FestiFall would go
off “without a hitch.” It is up to the
board of directors, he said, to nominate
Ms. McElynn’s successor.

He said the board came to a decision
last Thursday and promptly informed
Ms. McElynn. According to Mr. Tintle,
the two sides came to a “mutual” under-
standing.

When reached Monday, Ms.
McElynn said the news of her firing
“blindsided” her.

“It’s very difficult,” she said. “Noth-

ing bad happened.”
When asked why the board came to

such a decision, Mountainside’s Neil
Pinkman, a board member represent-
ing Paradigm Associates LLC, said,
“The move was made because we want
to re-look at the whole organization
from the ground up. There’s a financial
perspective, an employee perspective.
This is the beginning of our revitaliza-
tion. It’s a process, and there are other
steps we need to take. This is just the
first step. We feel that a new direction
and some new perspectives are a healthy
thing.”

Other board members would not di-
vulge specifics when asked why Ms.
McElynn was let go, but only said that
the organization is going in a “new
direction.”

When asked if she knew the rationale
behind her dismissal, Ms. McElynn
said to The Leader, “There is no good
reason... That’s why you can’t get one.”

Mr. Pinkman, who has served on the
WACC board for six months, went on
to say, “Everything is financial these
days. We are looking at ways to reduce
cost and increase membership.”

Suzy Minken, a fellow board mem-
ber representing BestInShowing.com,
also spoke of the financial component
of the decision.

“Unlike the [Downtown Westfield
Corporation], we are not receiving funds
through tax resources. We are unfunded
and do fundraiser events throughout
the year,” she said.

Earlier this year, the WACC’s trea-
surer left, and the position was “re-
moved,” according to Ms. Minken.
Once this occurred, the organization
began looking closely at its budget.

“We wondered: is this (Ms.
McElynn’s employment with the
WACC) in the best interests of the
WACC long-term? We had to look at
where our money goes… We watch our
pennies,” Ms. Minken said.

She said the “interim financial deci-
sion” to lay off Ms. McElynn was made
with “mixed emotions and deep sad-
ness.”

She also added that the vote to dis-
miss Ms. McElynn, whom she called
“the face of the Chamber,” was not
unanimous.

“She made a huge contribution to the
town and will be missed,” Ms. Minken
said.

The board of directors will meet to-
day, Thursday, to develop a plan of
action and look for a possible successor
to Ms. McElynn, who replaced Allison
O’Hara in May 2006. Mr. Tintle said
the ideal executive director would pos-
sess “good people skills, great network-
ing ability, can coordinate events, has
good organizational skills, a background
in sales and has great energy.”

The board has not decided whether
to fill the position from within or with-
out, and Ms. Minken assured that “there
is no one waiting in the wings.”

Speaking about the WACC’s perfor-
mance, Mr. Tintle expressed concern
that the membership base, which draws
from Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains, as
well as Westfield, had dropped during
the difficult economic climate. He also
said that while the WACC will “con-
centrate on [its] base, Westfield, we’d
like more representation from other
towns like Garwood and Scotch
Plains… We want to focus on our mem-
ber base, and we’d like to offer more
membership benefits.”

Mr. Pinkman gave a macro perspec-
tive on the national decline experienced
by chambers of commerce.

“Chambers of commerce in general
are suffering in the last year or two,” he
said. “Businesses are looking for more
opportunities to network and build their
businesses. The Chamber is a small
business, and we are trying to get and
keep our customers.”

Mr. Pinkman said chambers of com-
merce are facing challenges “not expe-
rienced in his lifetime.” As a result, he
said the WACC must again become
“that force that businesses turn to and
see value in.”

“We also want to get back to that
original title of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce,” he said, em-
phasizing the word “area.”

“We want to bring into play the other
towns,” he continued. “There’s an atti-
tude on the board that we must do this
now. Different times call for new ap-
proaches.”

When asked, Ms. McElynn said more
representation from neighboring towns
was a topic she broached.

“This was something I proposed
seven months ago,” she said. “I specifi-
cally mentioned about getting
Garwood’s Investor Savings Bank on

Schools Open Tuesday In WF;
New Administrators Hired
By KATHERINE A. SLOAN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As the 2008-2009
academic year quickly passed by, new
changes have been set in place to im-
prove the 2009-2010 school year. The
summer was eventful for the Westfield,
Mountainside, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Garwood school districts, as they
developed future plans to establish im-
proved cost-efficiency and create a more
enriching curriculum, officials told The
Westfield Leader.

The Westfield school district was
active over the summer vacation, revis-
ing its curriculum, preparing for an
increase of students and overcoming
the difficult budget challenges in the
current economy.

With an increase of over 40 new
enrollments, the 6,275 Westfield stu-
dents will see changes in most of their
subjects this year. Kindergarten through
fifth grade will see improvements within
the elementary science and physical
education courses. For grades 6 through
12, changes have been made to im-
prove social studies, fine arts, language
arts, English as a Second Language,
mathematics/computer science, practi-
cal arts and French AP (for the high
school).

In addition, the drivers’ education
course introduced in the 2008-2009
school year becomes a physical educa-
tion elective for juniors. In the future,
Westfield is looking to include a finan-
cial literacy course along with
Bloomberg Associates and Greenwich
High School.

An Extended School Year program
took place for six weeks this past sum-

mer for 87 students with special needs
from pre-K to 12th grade, to academi-
cally prepare them for the 2009-2010
school year. That was not the only
accomplishment for the Westfield
school district over summer vacation.
Westfield was awarded an environmen-
tal stewardship award for its energy
conservation program, which enabled
10 schools and the administration build-
ing to conserve 7,590,563 kilowatts per
hour, resulting in less carbon dioxide
being released.

Aside from the summer programs,
Westfield school system brings 25 more
staff members on board, ranging from
teachers to administrators.

New members of the administration
this year include Colleen White, direc-
tor of student personnel services; Lydia
Suarez-McNulty, assistant principal at
Westfield High School; Andrea
Brennan, supervisor of social studies
for K-12, and Brian Auker, chief tech-
nology officer.

With the new administration and
curriculum in place, Superintendent
Margaret Dolan and the board of edu-
cation have developed a five-year pro-
gram setting goals to continuously im-
prove all areas of the school district.

Like Westfield, Mountainside has
made changes in its school’s personnel
this past summer, including new mem-
bers in the Office of Special Services;
four new Deerfield School teachers; a
new bookkeeper and a new Child Care
Program director. The administration
has made curriculum changes affecting
the middle school health, language arts
literacy and social studies courses,

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON THE RECORD…Union County Freeholders Al Mirabella, left, and Deborah
Scanlon and their running mate, Mohamed Jalloh, were interviewed at the The
Westfield Leader office on Thursday. See the interview at goleader.com and story above.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A WAY… Rob Connelly and Paul Peyton,
assignment editor, talk to Union County Surrogate James LaCorte last week in The
Westfield Leader’s office. See full interview at goleader.com and story below.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



Page 8 Thursday, September 3, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

POLICE BLOTTER

Life insurance
doesn’t have to
be expensive.

Ron Bansky
908-301-0711
 
519 South Ave W.
Westfield

I can help you protect your family at
an affordable price.
Many people think that life insurance
is  an  unnecessary  expense.  But  it’s
not  having  the  coverage  you  need
that  can  really  cost  your  family.  Let
me show you affordable options. Call
me today.

Life  insurance  offered  by  Allstate  Life  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL,  and  Lincoln  Benefit  Life
Company: Lincoln, NE. In New York, Allstate Life Insurance Company of New York, Hauppauge, NY. ©
2009 Allstate Insurance Company

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Unity Bank Announces Program to Reward
Loyalty of Small-Business Customers

AREA – The banking industry has
long paid lip service to the importance
it places on customer appreciation in its
advertising and new business efforts.
One area bank, however, has made it a
tangible part of its everyday banking
services. Unity Bank, with offices
spread over five New Jersey counties
and Northampton County in Pennsyl-
vania, has initiated a program that re-
wards its loyal business customers with
a special suite of services and fast track
processing of small business loan ap-
plications.

“Our Loyalty Business Savings Pro-
gram is simply a reaffirmation of our
bank’s ongoing commitment to the eco-
nomic success of the communities we
serve,” said James Hughes, president
of Unity Bank. “Here, the age of genu-
ine customer appreciation refuses to be
replaced by an era of nickel and dime
profiteering.”

Unity Bank, as a mid-sized commu-
nity institution with 16 branches, has
reasserted its leadership role in the area
of critical business services and loans
to help area businesses take advantage

of every opportunity for growth. Even
as other lending institutions are scaling
back on business loans and services,
the Unity Loyalty Business Savings
Program is giving Unity’s steadfast
customers a leg up on the competition.

Founded in 1991, Unity Bank at-
tributes most of its success on behalf of
its business customers to a hands-on
approach and community involvement
on the grass roots level. “Our overrid-
ing objective is to strengthen our area’s
economy one business at a time,” said
Mr. Hughes. “Our new loyalty pro-
gram promises to help us do just that.”

Unity Bank began as First Commu-
nity Bank in 1991 with two branches
and 30 employees. It now employs
over 160 men and women in Hunterdon,
Middlesex, Somerset, Union and War-
ren counties in New Jersey, and
Northampton County in Pennsylvania.
For more information about Unity Bank,
call Rosemary Fellner at (800) 618-
BANK (2265), or visit  unitybank.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

WOMEN’S EQUALITY...Pictured, left to right, Fanwood Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, Democratic Lieutenant Governor candidate, State Senator Loretta Weinberg
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr celebrate Women’s Equality Day recently at an
event held at New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. More than 400 people
attended this statewide event.

Mother Indicted on Neglect
Charge in Daughter’s Death

Westfield
Monday, August 24, after being stopped

for motor vehicle violations on North Av-
enue near Crossway Place, Willie Morgan,
Jr., 29, of Paterson was arrested on an
outstanding Galloway Township traffic
warrant for $1,500. He was released on his
own recognizance.

Monday, August 24, pursuant to an in-
vestigation involving an attempted burglary
of a residence on the 500 block of Carleton
Road, Alejandro Bautista, 23, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with burglary,
theft and criminal mischief. He was held at
Westfield police headquarters pending the
setting of bail.

Wednesday, August 26, the head custo-
dian at Jefferson Elementary School on
Boulevard reported that the school building
was defaced through an act of criminal
mischief. Graffiti markings were affixed to
the walls adjacent to the rooftop.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of
Cacciola Place reported the theft of his
wallet, which occurred on the 700 block of
Central Avenue. The victim said he had left
the wallet on top of a pay telephone before
entering a store. When he came out, the
wallet was gone.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of the
500 block of Westfield Avenue reported
being the victim of identity theft. Someone
unknown gained access to the victim’s credit
card information and made unauthorized
purchases.

Thursday, August 27, a business on the
300 block of South Avenue, East, reported
a shoplifting incident in which two bottles
of alcohol were taken. According to police,
the suspect was described as a black male,
approximately 30 years old, six feet tall and
weighing 240 pounds, with a shaved head.
He reportedly fled the area in a stolen tan
Toyota Camry.

Thursday, August 27, a Neshanic Station
resident reported the theft of a laptop com-
puter from her unlocked motor vehicle in
the area of the south side Westfield train
station.

Thursday, August 27, a Dorset Hills Road
resident reported the theft of a bicycle in the
Elm Street business district. One or more
unknown suspects removed the unattended
yellow Haro BMX F series bicycle and fled
in an unknown direction.

Thursday, August 27, Janice Lorenc, 28,
of Dunellen was arrested on a shoplifting
complaint after she allegedly removed $650
worth of merchandise from a North Avenue
business. She also was arrested on three
outstanding warrants totaling $1,200 bail.
They included two Mountainside warrants
– one criminal warrant and one traffic war-
rant – and a Green Brook traffic warrant.
Lorenc could not post bail and was commit-
ted to the Union County jail.

Friday, August 28, a resident of the 500
block of Hort Street reported the theft of his
motor vehicle from in front of his home.
The vehicle has since been recovered, ac-
cording to police.

Sunday, August 30, Hailey Mroczek, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after a motor
vehicle stop on the 600 block of South
Avenue. She was released to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, August 30, Samuel Alectus, 20,
of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstanding
Waterford Township criminal warrant after
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Prospect Street. He was released after post-
ing $258 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 25, Tiquana Cabbell,

20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
Cabbell was transported to headquarters,
processed and released.

Tuesday, August 25, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone damaged
bushes located in her front yard that were
valued at $75.

Wednesday, August 26, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Martine Avenue when an unidentified
vehicle struck the rear of a vehicle that was
legally parked in the street causing damage.

Friday, August 28, Richard Holloway,
35, of Bloomfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Friday, August 28, Michael DeFazio, 24,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop, at which time the

officer smelled the odor of alcohol. DeFazio
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Saturday, August 29, Naim Jeffrey, 28,
of Hillside was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time officers discovered
the controlled dangerous substance (CDS).
Jeffrey was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, August 30, Jillian Parlapiano,
24, of Clark was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She was
transported to headquarters where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Sims
Avenue reported that he had invited friends
over, and after they left, he noticed his X-
Box 360, valued at approximately $300,
was missing.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported that someone
opened up a credit card in her name and
made $2,000 worth of purchases without
her authorization.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 25, a resident of Charles

Street reported that she believed someone
attempted to gain entry to her home through
her front door, which was open, but ran
away when they realized the screen door
was locked and secured.

Tuesday, August 25, an employee of a
hospital on New Providence Road reported
that a Nintendo Wii, two video game con-
trollers and eight video games valued at
$1,200 were stolen from the hospital.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of Up-
land Road reported that his two older broth-
ers entered his residence, beat him up and
then stole his laptop. According to police,
the brothers were contacted at their place of
employment and stated that they had been
there all morning and that their employers
could attest to that. The victim was taken to
the hospital for examination.

Thursday, August 27, a resident reported
that he parked his bicycle at a bike rack on
Mountain Avenue and when he returned,
the unlocked Schwinn mountain bike val-
ued at approximately $200 was missing.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of Wyo-
ming Drive reported that someone vandal-
ized his residence by using a shoe polish
type paint and writing on his cars, his front
door and every window of his house that are
reachable from the ground. According to
police, the victim thought he knew who
might be responsible for the vandalism and
police are investigating the incident.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of Apple
Tree Lane reported that two men, both
white, one wearing a suit and the other
wearing a beige shirt and tie, carrying um-
brellas, rang his doorbell and knocked on
his door for five minutes and then drove
away in a newer model green Nissan Altima.

Monday, August 31, an officer patrolling
Route 22 at midnight attempted to stop a
motorcycle without a license plate. Accord-
ing to police, the motorcycle accelerated at
a high rate of speed, leading to a chase that
was eventually terminated in Union when
the driver of the motorcycle entered the
Garden State Parkway and was last seen
heading north towards the toll plaza.

The motorcycle was described as a new
model, silver in color with a dual exhaust
system coming up to the rear light and that
the driver appeared to be a heavyset male
wearing jeans and dark sneakers, a blue and
gray windbreaker and a black and white
full-faced helmet.

Fanwood
Wednesday, August 26, MBA T.

Chukwuma, 34, of Springfield, Va. was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on an outstanding warrant out
of East Brunswick. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 27, Jose J. Martinez,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Thursday, August 27, Gary D. Johnson,
29, of Howell was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue on an out-
standing warrant out of Tinton Falls. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 30, Austen A. Henry,
42, of Union was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Second Street on an out-
standing warrant issued by the Madison
Municipal Court. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Since 2004, the surrogate has made
200 speaking engagements to various
organizations throughout the county. He
said senior citizens have the most inter-
est in the services offered by his office.

“The message I try to get across,
especially since  9/11, is that there is no
minimum age or maximum age for a
will anymore. Everybody over 21,
frankly, should have a last will and
testament,” Mr. LaCorte said.

Sixty county residents were killed
in the terrorist attacks on 9/11; 39 died
with a last will and testament. “And of
those 39, everyone of them was under
50 years of age,” he said.

Mr. LaCorte said young couples
should want to ensure a guardian is
appointed for their children in the event
they are killed. He said a couple from
Elizabeth was killed a few years ago in
a traffic accident on State Island and,
because they had appointed a guardian,
an expensive custody battle ensued
between the two sets of grandparents.

In addition to a will and power of
attorney, Mr. LaCorte said all adults
should have an advanced medical di-

rective or living will to ensure their
medical wishes are adhered to if they
are hospitalized.

“I would say that between $500 and
$1,000 should be sufficient to spend on
three documents that, in the long run,
could save you thousands and thou-
sands of dollars,” Mr. LaCorte said.

During his tenure, Mr. LaCorte has
begun evening hours for county resi-
dents, held once a month at the Cranford
Community Center, the Rahway Rec-
reation Center, and at the Union and
Summit municipal buildings. Daily
hours are held at the surrogate’s office
in Elizabeth, located at 2 Broad Street.

Mr. LaCorte is one of seven surro-
gates out of the 21 county offices in the
state that has a law degree, which, he
said, is not a requirement.

He said the surrogate’s office “will
never be profitable,” but he hopes that
the office “can cover our costs.” The
office is in the process of digitizing its
records dating back to 1857.

Mr. LaCorte will face Republican
Arthur Zapolski, an attorney from Lin-
den, in the November election.
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LaCorte Interview

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Last week, nearly 31
months to the day that 25-year-old Emily
Errico’s emaciated body was found by po-
lice in her family’s Second Avenue home in
Garwood, a Union County grand jury in-
dicted her mother, Ermina Errico, on third-
degree neglect charges.

The indictment outlines years of behav-
ior that prosecutors said “created a situation
which made [Ms. Errico] disabled.” Ac-
cording to the indictment, Ms. Errico’s
mother “exercised extraordinary control”
over her daughter’s life, keeping her in a
crib even as a toddler, limiting her interac-
tions with the outside world and sitting
“guard duty” on a constant basis outside of
[Emily’s] door” in their home.

The young woman’s food intake was
allegedly strictly regulated by her family as
well. Ms. Errico’s father, Edward, with his
wife’s urging, is said to have personally
delivered meals to his daughter on a daily
basis when she attended Kean University.

According to the indictment, when she
was found dead on January 29, 2007, Ms.
Errico (who stood 5 feet and 7 inches tall)
weighed approximately 97 pounds and was
wearing “a plastic trash bag fashioned into
a halter-top and a pair of sweatpants.” Ms.
Errico was diagnosed with malnutrition
after a visit to a nutritionist in December
2004. Recommended follow-up appoint-
ments were cancelled, and prosecutors said
that Ms. Errico never again left her family’s
home.

The Union County Coroner’s Office de-
termined her cause of death to be “anorexia
nervosa with electrolyte disturbance.”

However, the public life of Ms. Errico
contrasts sharply with the bizarre details in
the indictment. By all accounts, she ex-
celled academically. According to a report
by WCBS-TV in New York, Ms. Errico
attended Mother Seton Regional High
School in Clark. A woman who answered
the phone at Mother Seton did not identify
herself and declined to comment specifi-

the board.”
She also refuted that the membership

base had dropped significantly.
“We’re always hovering around 300

businesses,” Ms. McElynn said. “We’ve
always been close to that throughout
the years.”

A call to Ms. Orenberg, WACC ex-
ecutive assistant, revealed that the
WACC boasts “380-plus” member busi-
nesses. Ms. Orenberg said membership
is “higher than four or five years ago,”
but “numbers have been on a decline
since the economy went bad.”

As a possible solution to combat
declining membership numbers, Ms.
McElynn said WACC directors con-
ducted “backroom conversations” about
joining The Gateway Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, which operates in
Union, Essex, Middlesex and Somerset
Counties.

The Gateway Chamber has more
than 1,500 members and serves as an
“umbrella organization” for a host of
sub-chambers and networking groups,
including the Union County Chamber
of Commerce, the Central Jersey Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Route 22
Chamber of Commerce, as well as
chambers in Springfield, Kenilworth,
Roselle Park, Clark and Linden.

Ms. McElynn said Mr. Pinkman
serves on the board of directors for the
Gateway and the WACC.

“You would think that’s a conflict of
interest,” she said. “Unless the new
direction is becoming part of another
chamber, then I suppose there is no

cally on Ms. Errico, other than to say that
she did attend the high school and was an
“exceptional” student.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow expressed similar sentiments,
describing Ms. Errico as “exceptionally
bright.” Stephen Hudik, a spokesman for
Kean University, said Ms. Errico “excelled
in her studies…and was an honor student,”
graduating in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree
in computer science. Although Mr. Hudik
could not comment on specifics regarding
Ms. Errico’s time on campus, citing both
privacy concerns and the ongoing investi-
gation, he said the university “is deeply
saddened by these tragic events.”

Ms. Errico’s father pled guilty to third-
degree neglect charges earlier this year and
is undergoing a court ordered psychologi-
cal evaluation. Ermina Errico is due in court
again in the coming weeks and faces up to
five years in prison if convicted on the
charge of third-degree neglect.

conflict.”
Ms. McElynn said she did not think

“there is any good at all that would
come of” joining Gateway.

“Our town is strong enough in and of
itself,” she said. “Dissolving and be-
coming part of Gateway is something I
never would agree with… Westfield is
a very vital area. I don’t believe the
members would agree with that change.”

Ms. Minken said Gateway has been
successful in “gobbling up non-per-
forming chambers,” but she said she
would fight “very vigorously to oppose
that.”

“It’s not in the best interests for us,”
she said.

Ms. McElynn said she has not de-
cided what career path to pursue yet,
but at present, she wanted to thank the
businesses in the Westfield area.

“The board of directors has made a
decision they feel will be best for the
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and we must abide by it,” she
wrote in a letter to the editor. “That
leaves me feeling sad, as we disagree
on direction, but very grateful for all
the time I have had with you and all
the knowledge I have gleaned from
all our members. The Westfield Area
will always remain, in my opinion,
one of the best places to do business
in.”

To learn more about opportunities in
becoming a member of the WACC, call
Mr. Tintle at (908) 232-3250 or call the
WACC, located at 173 Elm Street, third
floor, at (908) 233-3021.

WF Resident Sentenced
For Tax Evasion

TRENTON – David Waxtel of Westfield,
owner of Quantum Printing Company, a
New York City business, was sentenced
Tuesday to one year and one day in federal
prison for failing to report approximately
$189,520 in additional income he received
from the business and rental properties he
owned in Brooklyn, N.Y. U.S. District Judge
Peter Sheridan also ordered Mr. Waxtel to
pay a fine of $5,000 and to serve two years
on supervised release after his release from
prison.

By failing to report the additional income
during the year 2003, Waxtel evaded ap-
proximately $51,604 in taxes due to the
United States.

The investigation and prosecution of
Waxtel was conducted by IRS-Criminal
Investigation, William Offord, Special
Agent, and the United States Attorney’s
Office for the District of New Jersey.school officials said.

Concurrently, the two schools were
given a makeover with gym floors
stripped and refinished, parking lots
repaired and surveillance equipment
replaced. The PTA purchased new lawn
sign letters for the local schools and for
the Beechwood School, purchased por-
table sound system accessories and
helped to restore its playground.

Chief School Administrator
Jeanette Baubles lauded the work and
effort the PTA has put into the schools.
She also cited the Watts Foundation
grant, which she said provides for the
installation of room-darkening cur-
tains in the all-purpose rooms. The
new school year will see an increase
of 30 students; 790 students will be
welcomed to new changes made

throughout both schools.
In Garwood, the school district ac-

quired its first school bus to transport
some of its high school students to the
Union County Vocational-Technology
Schools and to bus its middle school
students to sports events and field trips.

According to School Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, the goal of saving
money will be accomplished, in part,
by Garwood sharing a business admin-
istrator with the Clark Board of Educa-
tion. “So far, so good,” she reported.

The new school year is in check with
most contracts in place throughout the
New Jersey school districts.

Schools open Tuesday, September 8,
in Mountainside; Wednesday, Septem-
ber 9, in Westfield; and Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, in Garwood.
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WACC’s ‘New Direction’

Area Man Dies of Injuries
From Park Ave. Accident
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Basking Ridge
man who was critically injured in a traffic
accident that occurred across from the Scotch
Plains Post Office last week has died, au-
thorities have confirmed.

Dennis T. Ledzian, 62, died last Friday at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
in New Brunswick, where he had been
taken following the August 21 accident on
Park Avenue.

Mr. Ledzian was standing in front of his
car opposite the post office when a second
car, traveling northbound on Park Avenue,
pulled up in front of his vehicle at 3:50 p.m.
Jane Zakutansky, 58, of Cranford was iden-
tified as the driver of the second vehicle, a
Toyota Avalon.

According to the Scotch Plains Police
Department’s accident report, Ms.
Zakutansky stated that she had pulled over
to place mail in a curbside mailbox on the
east side of the street.

As she came to a stop, she said her car
began to slide backwards. She said she at-
tempted to put it in park, but it continued to
travel in reverse. Pinned between her car and
his own, Mr. Ledzian was dragged approxi-
mately 50 feet until his car was pushed out of
the way, and he was run over by the Toyota,
according to the police report.

Ms. Zakutansky’s car continued moving

in reverse until it struck a utility pole. Police
said that neither she nor her daughter, who
was a passenger in the vehicle, was injured.

Police officers and bystanders at the scene
lifted the front end of the Toyota off Mr.
Ledzian, who was unconscious but breath-
ing, the police report stated. He was trans-
ported to the hospital by ambulance with
critical injuries to his legs and lower ab-
dominal area.

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly told The Westfield Leader Tues-
day that, per standard procedure whenever
a fatal accident occurs, the case has been
referred to the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office. The prosecutor’s office will review
the matter for any potential criminal charges,
he said. Ms. Zakutansky was issued a sum-
mons for careless driving.

“We’re awaiting word,” Lt. Donnelly
said. “We’ve ruled out drugs or alcohol
being a factor, or that it was an intentional
act.” He said Ms. Zakutansky’s vehicle has
been inspected for mechanical problems.

“As tragic as it is, sometimes these things
just happen,” Lt. Donnelly said. “By no
means did this driver intend for this to
happen. The driver is traumatized, as is the
family of the victim.”

“This is a very sad type of accident,” he
continued. “This man was just standing
there waiting to cross the road. This is
beyond tragic.”

Mr. Mirabella said the community
voiced both opposition and support for
the project. “I think there was a mixed
view of it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

When asked about the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield and the shortage of EMS
volunteers, Mrs. Scanlon said the EMS
volunteer shortage is “becoming a huge
problem.”

“I think that looking into a way to
provide those kind of EMS services is
critical. But I think we have to be very
careful with that because in filling in
the holes it is difficult to take on the
entire county. There are too many
people; it is a gigantic county,” Mrs.
Scanlon responded.

Mr. Mirabella said the freeholders
were “vehemently opposed” to the clos-
ing of Muhlenberg and Union Hospi-
tals. “But it’s a private decision and
that’s the direction they [the hospitals]
went in,” he said.

The Democrats will face Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, Nicole Cole and
Modesto Miranda, Jr. in November.

they think it wouldn’t work,” she said.
In terms of sharing services, Mr.

Mirabella said the county is looking to
“bundle” services offered by munici-
palities to reduce costs.

“I am fortunate to live [in Fanwood]
and see first-hand how this can work,”
he said. “Fanwood and Scotch Plains is
a natural grouping of communities that
share one board of education, one su-
perintendent. A lot of the recreation
that happens in those two towns is
combined. That can begin to be a model
for other towns on how they group
services, regionalize services or pur-
sue countywide services. I think we
can go in that direction.”

When asked why the county got in-
volved in the acquisition and $4-mil-
lion improvement plan for Oakwood
Park in New Providence, Mr. Mirabella
said the county was asked to consider
the project by the borough’s mayor,
John Thoms.

“They voted (4-3) to support [the
project] and we honored our part of the
agreement,” Mr. Mirabella said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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EQUALITY DAY...Pictured, left to right, Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce,
Democratic Lieutenant Governor candidate, State Senator Loretta Weinberg
and Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr celebrate Women’s Equality Day on August
26 at New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark. More than 400 people
attended this statewide event. Since 1971, Women’s Equality Day commemorates
the passage of the 19th Amendment, which granted women full voting rights.

Sasha Slocum Resigns From BOE;
SP-F to Get $1.4 Mil. Stimulus

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board Vice-
President Sasha Slocum announced
Thursday that she will resign from
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) in September. Ms.
Slocum, who holds a Fanwood seat,
said that she would be resigning “be-
cause of a new job that I have.”

“I will have to spend my free time
with my family,” she added, noting that
the decision was made with a “very
heavy heart.” Working on the BOE, she
said, was a “wonderful experience.”

Ms. Slocum, who has been a member

of the BOE since 2005, later told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that she
is now the vice-principal of Plainfield
High School. She was previously a so-
cial studies teacher at Plainfield’s alter-
native high school, since renamed The
Barack Obama Academy.

“It has already been a very exciting
position with a lot of work, and I
know this will amplify as the students
come. I am overseeing the math and
special services departments, testing,
our Middle States process and other
areas, so I am incredibly enthusias-
tic,” she said.

“My experiences on the board, par-

ticularly the knowledge I’ve gleaned
from other members and the adminis-
tration, has definitely helped prepare
me for this,” she added of the new
position. Ms. Slocum was already work-
ing in the Plainfield school district.

The board will have 60 days to
appoint a new member from the date
of Ms. Slocum’s resignation. Board
President Norman “Trip” Whitehouse
said the position will be advertised
and interested individuals, who must
be Fanwood residents, can give a
letter to the board secretary. Inter-
views will then be held. The chosen
individual will serve until April 2010,
and at that time there will be an elec-
tion for the final year of the seat,
which will expire April 2011.

In other business, Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes announced
that the Scotch Plains-Fanwood school
district has received notice that it is
entitled to $1,378,451 in federal stimu-
lus funding through the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of
2009 (ARRA) to go towards Special
Education.

Board members approved the sub-
mission of the ARRA Grant applica-
tion to the Department of Education.

The ARRA money will come in
two portions: $1,330,332 in IDEA
(Individuals With Disabilities Edu-
cation Act) funds and $48,129 in pre-
school special education funding. The
IDEA recovery funding under ARRA,
Superintendent Hayes said, will be
used in five areas: instruction (59 per-
cent or $793,280), technology/equip-
ment (16 percent or $211,155), staff
training (12 percent or $155,500), sum-
mer programs (2 percent or $25,014)
and lastly to non-public schools (11
percent or $145,373).

Superintendent Hayes gave spe-
cific examples of how the money
would be used towards enhancing
special education in each of these
areas. Under “instruction,” for ex-
ample, this money would fund a self-
contained class at Park Middle School
and a part-time Resource Center em-
ployee at Brunner Elementary School.
Three teacher coaches will also be
appointed at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, as well as Park and
Terrill Middle School. A portion of
the technology/equipment funding
will go towards improved acoustics

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SURROGATE VIEWS...Union County Surrogate James LaCorte discusses his duties with the staff of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in the newspaper office prior to going on camera last Thursday for an interview about his position and his
candidacy for re-election this November. Pictured, left to right, are: Operations Manager Rob Connelly, Assignment Editor
Paul Peyton and Mr. LaCorte. The 30-minute interview can be seen at goleader.com.

County Candidates Discuss
Budget, Oakridge, EMS

SP Council Intros School Parking
Ordinance; Sewer Bills Coming

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council on Tuesday introduced an ordi-
nance restricting parking around Ever-
green School, but put off action on
another ordinance that would restrict
parking on Crestwood Road.

The ordinance introduced at the
council’s meeting will forbid parking
on the north side of Evergreen Avenue
and on both sides of Sunrise Court
between 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Evergreen
Avenue restriction will be on the north
side between Cedar Street and Sunrise
Court. On Sunrise Court, parking will
be forbidden from its intersection with
Evergreen Avenue to 130 feet on the
west side and 335 feet on the east side.

Earlier, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
told the council that parking in front of
the school has been “problematic” for
several years. He said parking on both
sides of Evergreen Avenue “narrows
the roadway” and poses safety risks for
children crossing the street between
parked cars.

A public hearing and vote on the
ordinance will be held at the council’s

Tuesday, September 22, meeting.
The council was set to introduce an

ordinance prohibiting parking on
Crestwood Road during daytime hours,
but after concerns were aired regarding
the commuter-parking situation in the
area, it was decided to hold off its
introduction until possible parking al-
ternatives were explored.

Some 15 to 20 commuters park their
cars on Crestwood Road in order to ride
a North Avenue public bus that stops
nearby. Police Chief Mahoney said
some neighborhood residents have com-
plained about the number of cars parked
during the day, saying they pose a safety
issue. Mayor Nancy Malool — saying
it was desirable from an environmental
standpoint to encourage commuting
versus driving — asked whether or not
cars could be parked elsewhere in the
neighborhood close to the bus stop,
such as in the parking lot of the Sover-
eign Bank on North Avenue. But Mr.
Mahoney and township attorney Brian
Levine warned against that idea, citing
potential liability issues.

Township Manager Chris Marion
said in his former position in Marlboro,
he had attempted without success to
secure commuter parking spots with
private businesses. Before the council
agreed to put off introducing the park-
ing ordinance, Mr. Marion noted that
the township owns a parcel of land
alongside the Raritan Valley train line,
east of the former Gulf gas station on

North Avenue that could potentially
serve as a commuter parking lot.

In other business during its regular
meeting, the council approved resolu-
tions authorizing the submission of two
matching grant applications to Union
County. One will be for $20,250 to
jointly purchase an aerator and a syn-
thetic field groomer as part of the county’s
Kid Recreation grant program. Deputy
Mayor Jeff Strauss said the local fund-
ing for the equipment would be pro-
vided by seven separate entities, “the
first time in my memory” that such a
widespread sharing of costs has occurred,
Mr. Strauss said. Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and the board of education will each
contribute $3,550 to the $20,250 being
matched by the county, while local soc-
cer, lacrosse, baseball and police athletic
leagues will contribute $2,400 apiece.
The other application is for $44,000 for
new equipment at several township parks.

Earlier, during the council’s confer-
ence meeting, Councilman Kevin
Glover broached the idea of outsourcing
maintenance of the municipal golf
course at Scotch Hills Country Club to
a private firm. He said the county had
recently done the same thing with its
golf courses, and suggested that Mr.
Marion speak with the county and con-
tact the firm to get a proposal.

Deputy Mayor Strauss, the
council’s liaison to the township rec-
reation commission, expressed some

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Union County
Democratic Freeholders Al Mirabella
and Deborah Scanlon and their running
mate Mohamed Jalloh are gearing up
for the fall election campaign. Mr. Jalloh
is replacing the retiring Chester Holmes
of Rahway on the party’s ticket.

During an interview in The Westfield
Leader office and available at
goleader.com/video, the candidates
were asked what can be done to stabi-
lize county government taxes that have
risen 75 percent over the last nine years
from $150 million to $265 million to
support a $442-million county budget.

“It’s been an extraordinary year from
the financial standpoint and the
economy the way it is. Municipalities
and board of educations and counties
are all struggling to provide services at
the most reasonable cost,” said Mr.
Mirabella, who is serving as chairman
this year. “This (year’s) budget process
was not much different than other years.
We brought all the directors in and we
looked at what they were asking for and
what they really needed.”

In 2008, S & P assigned its AA +
long-term rating to Union County’s
2008 general improvement bonds ($105
million), county vo-tech school bonds
and county college bonds. S & P found
the county’s financial position to be
“satisfactory” and its financial-man-
agement practices “standard.”

“However,” the report states that,
“management does not do long-term
financial forecasting or have policies
regarding debt limits, other than what is
mandated by the state, or minimum
reserve requirements.”

In response, Mr. Mirabella said he
was “very proud of the financial strength
of this county and the position that we

are in.” He said a number of agencies
rate the county “and they are all in the
strong category.”

“I think we try to limit the amount of
debt every year,” Mr. Mirabella said.
“We really are conscious about the
amount of debt this county has and the
amount of debt we take on every year.”

He said the county decided to close
the Oak Ridge golf course in Clark,
citing a $400,000 operating deficit. “But
we directed some energy to the other
two golf courses (Ashbrook in Scotch
Plains and Galloping Hill in Union
Township).” A driving range was added
at Galloping Hill to produce revenue.

When asked why Oak Ridge was not
included in golf operations reviewed
by Kemper Sports Management, an
Illinois-based company hired to man-
age the county’s golf facilities, Mr.
Mirabella said, “Once a decision was
made (to close Oak Ridge)…speed was
of the essence because we wanted to get
the plantings done… So, rather than
lose a year, we acted on that decision”
to convert Oak Ridge into a park.

Mr. Mirabella said an Oak Ridge
master plan group will be created to
look at long-term activities for the park,
which Mrs. Scanlon said might include
ball fields and soccer fields.

The board chairman said he doubts
the county would be interested in pur-
suing the acquisition of the Hyatt Hills
Golf Complex in Clark, which GM is
looking to sell as part of its chapter 11
bankruptcy filing earlier this year, or
the Roselle Country Club, which has
faced tough financial times.

In terms of revenue, Mrs. Scanlon
added, “The county really isn’t in the
business of making money. It’s not
what we are there for. We are in the
business of helping people.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

LaCorte: All Adults Should
Have Wills, Med. Directives
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Although the of-
fice of Union County Surrogate is an
elected position, James LaCorte be-
lieves his work can help ensure the
wishes of family members are legally
adhered to.

Seeking a third, five-year term, Mr.
LaCorte, who was a practicing law-
yer before being elected surrogate,
said his office assists the public in the
probating of wills and appointing
guardians and administrators when
the deceased do not have a last will
and testament. His office handles
between 4,500 and 5,000 legal mat-
ters annually, in addition to receiving
10,000 to 12,000 phone calls with
questions regarding these legal docu-
ments.

When a person does not have a
will, the surrogate appoints an ad-
ministrator to distribute the estate.
Guardians are appointed for children
and for an “incapacitated” person.
Mr. LaCorte said his office also cur-
rently holds $26 million in trust funds
for minors, mostly from civil law-
suits. Those funds will be released
when the minors turn 18.

For probating wills, family mem-
bers need to bring an original copy of
a death certificate, the last will and
testament and names and addresses
of next of kin.

“It’s my job to determine whether
or not each and every will meets the
legal requirements of a valid will, and
if it does, it is admitted to probate,”
which he described as a recording
process. “If it is not, which happens
in some cases, it has to be rejected….
A lot of people are downloading wills
now (off the Internet) and filling in
the blanks and getting them from
Staples…and it is mostly those wills
that don’t meet the legal requirements
and have to be rejected.”

Wills must be signed by the indi-
vidual and witnessed by two persons
and notarized by a notary public or
lawyer to certify the authenticity of
the three signatures.

“A lot of times people appear in my
office with wills that are sometimes
35 or 40 years old and…it is difficult
to find witnesses after that prolonged
time period. And that will, if the wit-
nesses cannot be found, will be re-
jected as a matter of law,” Mr. LaCorte
said.

When a person dies without a will,
an administration must be set up and
an administrator appointed by the
surrogate to distribute the deceased’s
estate.

The surrogate’s office also helps
families set up guardianships for mi-
nors and incapacitated persons. The
hearings are required before a supe-
rior court judge for guardianships for
incapacitated persons. For these cases,
he said a power of attorney should
also be drawn up to reduce the chance
of expensive and drawn out family
legal battles over guardianships.

“In this state, it [a contested will] is
a rare, rare occurrence,” Mr. LaCorte
said.

He said it is important to have a will
to assure “an orderly distribution of
your assets and, probably most im-
portantly, it sets up the person that
you want to be in charge for the
distribution of your assets.”

Mr. LaCorte said the state “pre-
sumes” most estates will be distrib-
uted within eight months of the
individual’s death.

Since 2004, the surrogate has made
200 speaking engagements to vari-
ous organizations throughout the
county. He said senior citizens have
the most interest in the services of-
fered by his office.

“The message I try to get across,
especially since 9/11, is that there is
no minimum age or maximum age for
a will anymore. Everybody over 21,
frankly, should have a last will and
testament,” Mr. LaCorte said.

He said of the 60 Union County
lives lost in the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, 39 died with a
last will and testament. “And of those
39, everyone of them was under 50

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FESTIVAL PREPARATIONS...Tents and rides are being set up for the 35th
Annual Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival this weekend in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Council Introduces
$8.4-Million Muni. Budget
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By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, on Tuesday night, introduced a reso-
lution amending the 2009 municipal
budget. See page 12 for detail. Because
the borough was not granted extraordi-
nary state aid as hoped for, borough
officials decided to tap some funds
from the uncollected taxes reserve ac-
count and the capital improvements
account, coupled with a series of other
administrative measures, to amend the
budget to approximately $8.4 million.

The total tax levy amounts to
$5,591,105. The average assessed
home of about $85,400 will see an

increase of taxes totaling $587, of
that $86 represents the municipal
portion increase, $408 increase from
the school district and the remainder
from the county, according to the
borough’s chief financial officer, Fred
Tomkins. He told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the homeowner’s
fourth quarter tax bill “will show a
decrease from the third quarter by
about $41 because we cut some of the
municipal budget.”

A spending plan totaling nearly
$8.7 million was first introduced at
the end of March. However, because
the governing body then opted to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY DISCUSSIONS...Freeholders Al Mirabella, left, and Deborah Scanlon
pose with their running mate, Mohamed Jalloh, for the November election. The
candidates provided a video interview at The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office
last Thursday. See the video at goleader.com.

Enjoy The Labor Day Weekend
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To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Area Man Dies of Injuries
From Park Ave. Accident

Unity Bank Announces Program to Reward
Loyalty of Small-Business Customers

AREA – The banking industry has
long paid lip service to the impor-
tance it places on customer apprecia-
tion in its advertising and new busi-
ness efforts. One area bank, however,
has made it a tangible part of its
everyday banking services. Unity
Bank, with offices spread over five
New Jersey counties and
Northampton County in Pennsylva-
nia, has initiated a program that re-
wards its loyal business customers
with a special suite of services and
fast track processing of small busi-
ness loan applications.

“Our Loyalty Business Savings
Program is simply a reaffirmation of
our bank’s ongoing commitment to
the economic success of the commu-
nities we serve,” said James Hughes,
president of Unity Bank. “Here, the
age of genuine customer apprecia-
tion refuses to be replaced by an era
of nickel and dime profiteering.”

Unity Bank, as a mid-sized com-
munity institution with 16 branches,
has reasserted its leadership role in
the area of critical business services
and loans to help area businesses take

advantage of every opportunity for
growth. Even as other lending institu-
tions are scaling back on business
loans and services, the Unity Loyalty
Business Savings Program is giving
Unity’s steadfast customers a leg up
on the competition.

Founded in 1991, Unity Bank at-
tributes most of its success on behalf
of its business customers to a hands-
on approach and community involve-
ment on the grassroots level. “Our
overriding objective is to strengthen
our area’s economy one business at a
time,” said Mr. Hughes. “Our new
loyalty program promises to help us
do just that.”

Unity Bank began as First Com-
munity Bank in 1991 with two
branches and 30 employees. It now
employs over 160 men and women in
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somerset,
Union and Warren counties in New
Jersey, and Northampton County in
Pennsylvania. For more information
about Unity Bank, call Rosemary
Fellner at (800) 618-BANK(2265),
or visit unitybank.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

The county is considering  creating
a county court, shared radio services
system and/or expansion of police and
fire emergency radio frequencies, as
well as a consolidated 9-1-1 dispatch
center and an EMS system.

“I don’t think we are in a position
right now to say we are in favor or we
are not in favor (of these proposals). I
think it is more exploratory at this time,”
the board chairman said.

Mr. Mirabella was asked whether a
county court would take funds that
currently are in the municipal court
revenue stream.

“I wouldn’t be in favor of any kind of
plan that harms the municipalities from
a revenue standpoint,” Mr. Mirabella
responded. “I think we are partners
with the towns.”

Mr. Jalloh said, currently, when
county police issue a traffic ticket, fees
go to the court and state with the re-
mainder divided between the county
and towns. He said the county would
like to collect all of the revenue from
county police-issued tickets after the
state collects its share.

Mrs. Scanlon said the county would
seek input from the towns on this study
of a county court. “We need to know
what they are thinking and how they
view it (a county court) and how they
think it could work or why they think it
wouldn’t work,” she said.

In terms of sharing services, Mr.
Mirabella said the county is looking to
“bundle” services offered by munici-
palities to reduce costs.

“I am fortunate to live [in Fanwood]
and see first hand how this can work,”
he said. “Fanwood and Scotch Plains is
a natural grouping of communities that
share one board of education, one su-

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A Basking Ridge
man who was critically injured in a traffic
accident that occurred across from the Scotch
Plains Post Office last week has died, au-
thorities have confirmed.

Dennis T. Ledzian, 62, died last Friday at
Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital
in New Brunswick, where he had been
taken following the August 21 accident on
Park Avenue.

Mr. Ledzian was standing in front of his
car opposite the post office when a second
car, traveling northbound on Park Avenue,
pulled up in front of his vehicle at 3:50 p.m.
Jane Zakutansky, 58, of Cranford was iden-
tified as the driver of the second vehicle, a
Toyota Avalon.

According to the Scotch Plains Police
Department’s accident report, Ms.
Zakutansky stated that she had pulled over
to place mail in a curbside mailbox on the
east side of the street.

As she came to a stop, she said her car
began to slide backwards. She said she at-
tempted to put it in park, but it continued to
travel in reverse. Pinned between her car and
his own, Mr. Ledzian was dragged approxi-
mately 50 feet until his car was pushed out of
the way and he was run over by the Toyota,
according to the police report.

Ms. Zakutansky’s car continued moving

in reverse until it struck a utility pole. Police
said that neither she nor her daughter, who
was a passenger in the vehicle, was injured.

Police officers and bystanders at the scene
lifted the front end of the Toyota off Mr.
Ledzian, who was unconscious but breath-
ing, the police report stated. He was trans-
ported to the hospital by ambulance with
critical injuries to his legs and lower ab-
dominal area.

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Tuesday that, per standard procedure
whenever a fatal accident occurs, the case
has been referred to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The prosecutor’s of-
fice will review the matter for any potential
criminal charges, he said. Ms. Zakutansky
was issued a summons for careless driving.

“We’re awaiting word,” Lt. Donnelly
said. “We’ve ruled out drugs or alcohol
being a factor, or that it was an intentional
act.” He said Ms. Zakutansky’s vehicle has
been inspected for mechanical problems.

“As tragic as it is, sometimes these things
just happen,” Lt. Donnelly said. “By no
means did this driver intend for this to
happen. The driver is traumatized, as is the
family of the victim.”

“This is a very sad type of accident,” he
continued. “This man was just standing
there waiting to cross the road. This is
beyond tragic.”

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, August 24, after being stopped
for motor vehicle violations on North
Avenue near Crossway Place, Willie
Morgan, Jr., 29, of Paterson was arrested
on an outstanding Galloway Township
traffic warrant for $1,500. He was re-
leased on his own recognizance.

Monday, August 24, pursuant to an
investigation involving an attempted bur-
glary of a residence on the 500 block of
Carleton Road, Alejandro Bautista, 23, of
Westfield was arrested and charged with
burglary, theft and criminal mischief. He
was held at Westfield police headquarters
pending the setting of bail.

Wednesday, August 26, the head cus-
todian at Jefferson Elementary School on
Boulevard reported that the school build-
ing was defaced through an act of crimi-
nal mischief. Graffiti markings were af-
fixed to the walls adjacent to the rooftop.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of
Cacciola Place reported the theft of his
wallet, which occurred on the 700 block of
Central Avenue. The victim said he had left
the wallet on top of a pay telephone before
entering a store. When he came out, the
wallet was gone.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of the
500 block of Westfield Avenue reported
being the victim of identity theft. Someone
unknown gained access to the victim’s credit
card information and made unauthorized
purchases.

Thursday, August 27, a business on the
300 block of South Avenue, East, re-
ported a shoplifting incident in which two
bottles of alcohol were taken. According
to police, the suspect was described as a
black male, approximately 30 years old,
six feet tall and weighing 240 pounds,
with a shaved head. He reportedly fled the
area in a stolen tan Toyota Camry.

Thursday, August 27, a Neshanic Sta-
tion resident reported the theft of a laptop
computer from her unlocked motor ve-
hicle in the area of the south side Westfield
train station.

Thursday, August 27, a Dorset Hills
Road resident reported the theft of a bi-
cycle in the Elm Street business district.
One or more unknown suspects removed
the unattended yellow Haro BMX F series
bicycle and fled in an unknown direction.

Thursday, August 27, Janice Lorenc,
28, of Dunellen was arrested on a shop-
lifting complaint after she allegedly re-
moved $650 worth of merchandise from
a North Avenue business. She also was
arrested on three outstanding warrants
totaling $1,200 bail. They included two
Mountainside warrants – one criminal
warrant and one traffic warrant – and a
Green Brook traffic warrant. Lorenc could
not post bail and was committed to the
Union County jail.

Friday, August 28, a resident of the 500
block of Hort Street reported the theft of
his motor vehicle from in front of his
home. The vehicle has since been recov-
ered, according to police.

Sunday, August 30, Hailey Mroczek,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
after a motor vehicle stop on the 600
block of South Avenue. She was released
to a responsible individual.

Sunday, August 30, Samuel Alectus,
20, of Elizabeth was arrested on an out-
standing Waterford Township criminal
warrant after a motor vehicle stop at North
Avenue and Prospect Street. He was re-
leased after posting $258 bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 25, Tiquana Cabbell,

20, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. Cabbell was transported to headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Tuesday, August 25, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that someone
damaged bushes located in her front yard
that were valued at $75.

Wednesday, August 26, police investi-
gated a hit-and-run accident that occurred
on Martine Avenue when an unidentified
vehicle struck the rear of a vehicle that
was legally parked in the street causing
damage.

Friday, August 28, Richard Holloway,
35, of Bloomfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Friday, August 28, Michael DeFazio,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. DeFazio was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and re-
leased.

Saturday, August 29, Naim Jeffrey, 28,
of Hillside was arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after a motor
vehicle stop, at which time officers dis-
covered the controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS). Jeffrey was transported to
headquarters where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, August 30, Jillian Parlapiano,
24, of Clark was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
She was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Sims
Avenue reported that he invited friends
over, and after they left, he noticed his X-
Box 360, valued at approximately $300,
was missing.

Sunday, August 30, a resident of Lam-
berts Mill Road reported that someone
opened up a credit card in her name and
made $2,000 worth of purchases without
her authorization.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 25, a resident of

Charles Street reported that she believed
someone attempted to gain entry to her
home through her front door, which was
open, but ran away when they realized the

screen door was locked and secured.
Tuesday, August 25, an employee of a

hospital on New Providence Road re-
ported that a Nintendo Wii, two video
game controllers and eight video games
valued at $1,200 were stolen from the
hospital.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of Up-
land Road reported that his two older broth-
ers entered his residence, beat him up and
then stole his laptop. According to police,
the brothers were contacted at their place of
employment and stated that they had been
there all morning and that employers could
attest to that. The victim was taken to the
hospital for examination.

Thursday, August 27, a resident re-
ported that he parked his bicycle at a bike
rack on Mountain Avenue, and when he
returned, the unlocked Schwinn moun-
tain bike valued at approximately $200
was missing.

Thursday, August 27, a resident of
Wyoming Drive reported that someone
vandalized his residence by using a shoe
polish type paint and writing on his cars,
his front door and every window of his
house that are reachable from the ground.
According to police, the victim thought he
knew who might be responsible for the
vandalism and police are investigating the
incident.

Saturday, August 29, a resident of Apple
Tree Lane reported that two men, both
white, with one wearing a suit and the other
wearing a beige shirt and tie, carrying
umbrellas, rang his doorbell and knocked
on his door for five minutes and then drove
away in a newer model green Nissan
Altima.

Monday, August 31, an officer patrolling
Route 22 at midnight attempted to stop a
motorcycle without a license plate. Accord-
ing to police, the motorcycle accelerated at
a high rate of speed leading to a chase that
was eventually terminated in Union when
the driver of the motorcycle entered the
Garden State Parkway and was last seen
heading north towards the toll plaza.

The motorcycle was described as a
new model, silver in color with a dual
exhaust system coming up to the rear light
and that the driver appeared to be a heavy-
set male wearing jeans and dark sneakers,
a blue and gray windbreaker and a black
and white full-faced helmet.

Fanwood
Wednesday, August 26, MBA T.

Chukwuma, 34, of Springfield, Va. was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding warrant
out of East Brunswick. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 27, Jose J. Martinez,
27, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Westfield.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Thursday, August 27, Gary D. Johnson,
29, of Howell was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Tinton Falls.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Sunday, August 30, Austen A. Henry,
42, of Union was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Second Street on an
outstanding warrant issued by the Madi-
son Municipal Court. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholder Candidates

years of age,” he said.
Mr. LaCorte said young couples

should want to ensure a guardian is
appointed for their children in the
event they are killed. He said a couple
from Elizabeth was killed a few years
ago in a traffic accident on State Is-
land and, because they had appointed
a guardian, an expensive custody
battle ensued between the two sets of
grandparents.

In addition to a will and power of
attorney, Mr. LaCorte said all adults
should have an advanced medical di-
rective or living will to ensure their
medical wishes are adhered to if they
are hospitalized.

“I would say that between $500
and $1,000 should be sufficient to
spend on three documents that, in the
long run, could save you thousands
and thousands of dollars,” Mr.
LaCorte said.

During his tenure, Mr. LaCorte has
begun evening hours for Union
County residents that are held once a
month at the Cranford Community
Center, the Rahway Recreation Cen-
ter, and at the Union and Summit
municipal buildings. Daily hours are
held at the surrogate’s office in Eliza-
beth, located at 2 Broad Street.

Mr. LaCorte is one of seven surro-
gates out of the 21 county offices in
the state that has a law degree, which,
he said, is not a requirement.

“I myself practiced for 25 years
before I became the surrogate in Union
County. So, there is some knowledge
that I brought with me to the job
which allowed me to perform other
functions,” he said.

He said the surrogate’s office “will
never be profitable,” but he hopes that
the office “can cover our costs.” The
office is in the process of digitizing
its records dating back to 1857.

Mr. LaCorte will face Republican
Arthur Zapolski, an attorney from
Linden, in the November election.

perintendent. A lot of the recreation
that happens in those two towns is
combined. That can begin to be a model
for other towns on how they group
services, regionalize services or pur-
sue countywide services. I think we
can go in that direction.”

When asked why the county got in-
volved in the acquisition and $4-mil-
lion improvement plan for Oakwood
Park in New Providence, Mr. Mirabella
said the county was asked to consider
the project by the borough’s mayor,
John Thoms.

“They voted (4-3) to support [the
project] and we honored our part of the
agreement,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Mr. Mirabella said the community
voiced both opposition and support for
the project. “I think there was a mixed
view of it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

When asked about the closing of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield and the shortage of EMS
volunteers, Mrs. Scanlon said the EMS
volunteer shortage is “becoming a huge
problem.”

“I think that looking into a way to
provide those kind of EMS services is
critical. But I think we have to be very
careful with that because in filling in
the holes it is difficult to take on the
entire county. There are too many
people; it is a gigantic county,” Mrs.
Scanlon responded.

Mr. Mirabella said the freeholders
were “vehemently opposed” to the clos-
ing of Muhlenberg and Union Hospi-
tals. “But it’s a private decision and
that’s the direction they [the hospitals]
went in,” he said.

The Democrats will face Republi-
cans Anthony Sytko, Nicole Cole and
Modesto Miranda, Jr. in November.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Surrogate

Photo by Jim Lowney
PIPES AND DRUMS…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums recently
returned from Ireland, where they played the 50th Rose of Tralee International
Festival in County Kerry.

apply for nearly $400,000 in extraor-
dinary state aid aimed at reducing the
property tax levy, it was forced to put
off adoption of the budget for several
months. Last month, the borough was
informed the Department of Com-
munity Affairs decided against giv-
ing Fanwood additional aid.

Mr. Tomkins said Tuesday night’s
amendment involved “putting every-
thing into legal form,” and he noted
that the portion of the budget to be
raised by taxes is “below the [man-
dated] levy cap now.”

At the borough council’s regular
Tuesday, September 8, meeting, Mr.
Tomkins said there will be a final
public hearing “on the [budget]
amendment only,” then the govern-
ing body will “be able to adopt the
budget as a whole.”

Responding to a question from resi-
dent Joe Nagy about diverting some
surplus funds into the “revenue
stream,” Mr. Tomkins said, “I think
that this year will regenerate the sur-
plus we used for the budget…it’s an
educated optimism.”

Also at the agenda meeting, the
borough council prepared to renew a

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Borough Council
90-day provisional parking restric-
tion on Birchwood Terrace, in an ef-
fort to prevent high school students
from parking bumper-to-bumper
along the residential road.

The borough’s initial parking re-
striction on Birchwood was previ-
ously suspended because “there was
no point in keeping [a restriction] on
during the summer, since there is no
car problem in the summer,” said
Council President Donna Dolce, who
presided over the meeting in the ab-
sence of Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Now, with the new academic year
starting Thursday, September 10, the
borough council wants restricted
parking back on the books to keep
continually migrating student-park-
ing trends in check. Ms. Dolce said
Scotch Plains has been “restricting
everything” to curb student parking,
making the problem “see-saw back
and forth for several years” between
the municipalities.

Resident Michael Lewis questioned
whether or not “off-site parking was
ever discussed with a shuttle back
and forth” to accommodate high
school students who drive to school.

“The police suggested that may not
be the best idea,” responded Council-
man David Valian, who added that
the police do not want to unintention-
ally create a “hangout” area.

In other business, Borough Engi-
neer Joseph Pryor reported that the
Helen Street reconstruction project
“is a little more than 80 percent com-
plete.” He said officials hope to finish
the job at the end of this week.

Mr. Pryor said “a bit of a problem”
was encountered on the job when
four or five large tree stumps were
discovered underneath the old pave-
ment. In addition, he said a large
“clay pocket” was found.

“We had to over-excavate and put
stone in,” said Mr. Pryor, but he added
the project is “still within budget.”

Mr. Pryor also said he will notify
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation of the borough’s intention
to award a $358,000 contract for the
Russell Road reconstruction project.

Regarding the Livingston-Wilbor
property, currently owned by the bor-
ough, which plans to sell it for rede-
velopment, Mr. Pryor said a contrac-
tor still needs to secure a demolition
permit and file a soil certification
plan before getting to work.

Responding to a question from resi-
dent Joe Britt about any “outstanding
[New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection] tests” at the site, Mr.
Pryor said, “If the question is when do
we get a ‘no further action’ letter [from
the state], that’s off in the future.”

Mr. Britt also asked whether or not
the borough has any plans to generate
revenue from the site once it is cleared.

“Our only plan is to work with a
buyer [for the property],” responded
Ms. Dolce.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
the governing body adjourned into
executive session to address several
issues not publicly discussed includ-
ing anticipated tax appeals, “matters
relating to litigation, negotiation and
attorney-client privilege,” as well as
“tactics and techniques for providing
safety to the public.”

and interactive white boards.
The spending, Superintendent

Hayes said, will eventually be sum-
marized on the district’s website for
the public’s benefit.

The stimulus funding will also
“stimulate jobs,” Mr. Whitehouse said.

The BOE also approved several
course proficiencies in the area of
Social Studies.

“The biggest changes had to do
with technology and updating
proficiencies related to technologies,”
Curriculum Committee Chairwoman
Nancy Bauer said.

Ms. Bauer also said during a report
of the Curriculum Committee that
the report cards for fifth graders will
now be created electronically. Previ-
ously, this was only done for the
middle schools and the high school.
Prior to fifth grade, they will still be
hand created by teachers.

“This will help our teachers and make
data collection easier,” Ms. Bauer said.

“The grades are actually archived
in a student database; it will provide
for better analysis,” Ms. Hayes added.
She said there would be no change to
the substance of the report cards.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
asked if there was potential for report
cards to be delivered electronically.

Superintendent Hayes said her con-
cern is that they “could not guarantee
who opened the e-mail.” She added,
however, that this is “something that
we’re always looking at; using less
paper, being more efficient in a more
timely fashion.”

New board committee assignments
for the 2009-2010 school year were
also approved on Thursday. The in-
formation has been updated on the
district’s website, spfk12.org.

The BOE will meet again on Thurs-
day, September 17, for an open agenda
meeting and on Thursday, September
24, for a regular public meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

skepticism about any meaningful cost
savings, but said the commission
should take the lead in looking into
the idea. Mr. Glover disagreed, say-
ing the commission “will kill it.”
Mayor Malool backed Mr. Strauss,
saying it was “not appropriate to skirt
the commission” and “take them out
of the loop.”

Mr. Marion said that the first sewer
bills would be mailed to property own-
ers by week’s end, with a due date for
payment of Thursday, October 1. He
also said that PSE&G would upgrade
streetlights in Scotch Plains this fall as
part of the federal economic stimulus
program. The new, more efficient light-
ing is expected to result in an annual
savings of about $4,600.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

SP-F Schools Open September 10;
District Hires 23 New Teachers

By KATHERINE A. SLOAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Changes have
been made to improve the 2009-2010 school
year in Scotch Plains-Fanwood, which

begins Thursday, September 10.
The school district has hired 23 new

teachers, two new supervisors to replace
those who retired and a new human re-
sources director. In addition, the district’s
schools discovered a new plan to integrate
other resources such as the Internet into the
classrooms.

The third-, fourth- and fifth-grade classes
received new Mac books laptops, projec-
tors and document readers. At the high
school, wireless Internet access was added
to ensure faster and more efficient access to
the Internet. While increasing the usage of
the Internet, high school students in grades
11 and 12 can look forward to a new course
called “Tomorrow’s Teachers.”

This course will allow students who are
interested in the education field to gain
experience in a classroom setting through
research, projects and assignments relating
to teaching. This course fulfills a practical
or fine and performing arts requirement.
There will also be an additional course in
Social Studies for the 11th grade titled,
Global Perspective. This course will be
structured around global citizenship, com-
parative systems and globalization, global
security and planet awareness. Students
will engage in deliberation about their points
of view with their classmates and be able to
use multiple sources of information through
technology.

Other changes made for the new school
year are the new software purchased for the
Fanscotian, the high school’s student news-
paper, and ID cards with barcodes that will
be issued to students and faculty in the high
school to ensure safety and improve secu-
rity.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Middle School
students in sixth grade will have the oppor-
tunity to get a head start in science with the
additional courses of earth science, life sci-
ence and physical science.

Mom Indicted for
Neglect in Child’s Death

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Last week, nearly 31
months to the day that 25-year-old
Garwood resident Emily Errico’s emaci-
ated body was found by police in her
family’s Second Avenue home, a Union
County grand jury indicted her mother,
Ermina Errico, on third-degree neglect
charges.

The indictment outlines years of be-
havior that prosecutors said “created a
situation which made [Ms. Errico] dis-
abled.” According to the indictment, Ms.
Errico’s mother “exercised extraordinary
control” over her daughter’s life, keeping
her in a crib even as a toddler, limiting her
interactions with the outside world and
sitting “guard duty” on a constant basis
outside of [Ms. Errico’s] door” of their
home.

The young woman’s food intake was
allegedly strictly regulated by her family
as well. Ms. Errico’s father, Edward, with
his wife’s urging, is said to have personally
delivered meals to his daughter on a daily
basis when she attended Kean University.

When she was found dead on January
29, 2007, Ms. Errico, (who stood five
feet, seven inches) weighed approximately
97 pounds and was wearing “a plastic
trash bag fashioned into a halter-top and
a pair of sweatpants.” According to the
indictment, Ms. Errico was diagnosed
with malnutrition after a visit to a nutri-
tionist in December 2004. Recommended
follow-up appointments were cancelled,
and prosecutors said that Ms. Errico never
again left her family’s home. The Union
County Coroner’s Office determined her
cause of death to be “anorexia nervosa
with electrolyte disturbance.”

According to a report by WCBS-TV in
New York, Ms. Errico attended Mother
Seton Regional High School in Clark. A
woman who answered the phone at Mother
Seton did not identify herself and declined
to comment specifically on the case.

Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow described Ms. Errico as “ex-
ceptionally bright.” Stephen Hudik, a
spokesman for Kean University, said the
university “is deeply saddened by these
tragic events.”

Ms. Errico’s father pled guilty to third-
degree neglect charges earlier this year
and is undergoing a court-ordered psy-
chological evaluation. Ermina Errico is
due in court in the coming weeks and
faces up to five years in prison if con-
victed of third-degree neglect.
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Garwood Democrats Release

Keith Skuka and Kathy Villaggio
Launch 2009 Council Campaign

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Party has announced that
Council President Keith Sluka and
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
have organized their 2009 campaign
committee. The election committee
has selected Barbara Sluka to serve
as campaign manager, Rosemary
Snow as honorary campaign man-
ager and Councilman Stephen
Napolitano as campaign committee
treasurer.

The election committee said it is
devoted to developing a citizen-fo-
cused campaign platform that will
maintain its mission to present only
factual and verifiable information.

The candidates said their priorities

are to continue to improve the quality
of life for the residents of Garwood
through teamwork with council mem-
bers and an open-door policy with
Mayor Dennis McCarthy.

The candidates said they are look-
ing forward to meeting and speaking
with every resident of Garwood over
the next few months, and welcome
any and all input about current town
issues and the future direction of
Garwood.

As Election Day draws closer, the
election committee’s priority is to
“provide the citizens with informa-
tive, accurate information about the
candidates and their vision for
Garwood’s future.”

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Campaign Release: Loughlin for WF Council

Keith Loughlin Cites Plans to Improve
Pedestrian and Traffic Safety

As a candidate for Westfield Town
Council’s Fourth Ward, I have had the
pleasure of meeting hundreds of resi-
dents in the Fourth Ward to talk about
our town.

As I have discussed with many of
you, my plan for our town includes
improvement of pedestrian and traf-
fic safety throughout Westfield. Traf-
fic safety starts with better “on the
ground” enforcement. I will
strengthen the police presence in our
busy intersections at peak times. I
will also increase enforcement ef-
forts around our schools, “cut-
through” streets, the Memorial Pool
complex and Tamaques Park.

As a member of the Town Council,
I will work with the Board of Educa-
tion and the Westfield Armory to pro-
vide additional off-street parking at
Westfield High School in order to
enact a permanent solution for resi-
dents and students. In addition, I sup-
port expanding the Walking School
Bus program to encourage more chil-
dren to walk to school and thereby
reduce the amount of congestion at
our schools and surrounding streets.

I commend the efforts of Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Westfield Third
Ward Councilman Mark Ciarrocca,
chairman of the Public Safety, Trans-
portation and Parking Committee, for
the establishment of a 24-hour quiet
zone at the Rahway Avenue railroad
crossing – the first of its kind in the
state. As a resident of Lamberts Mill
Road, living in close proximity to the
crossing, I have personally observed
the inconvenience of the nightly train
whistles. Once completed, the quiet
zone will increase the safety and qual-
ity of life for all residents.

Over the coming weeks, I will con-
tinue to walk through our neighbor-
hoods to hear your thoughts and ideas
for our town. As always, if you have
any questions, would like more infor-
mation, or would like to show your
support by wearing our orange t-shirt,
please visit keithloughlin.com.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Hudson Lawmaker and Wife
Charged With Conspiracy

Hudson County state Assembly-
man Anthony Chiappone (D-31,
Bayonne), 51, and his wife, Diane
Chiappone, 54, are the latest to be-
come indicted in the long list of New
Jersey politicians charged with cor-
ruption.

The Chiappones were indicted on
charges that they conspired to funnel
more than $8,000 in state-issued pay-
checks for a legislative aide and a
purported aide into their own per-
sonal bank accounts and Mr.
Chiappone’s 2005 Assembly cam-
paign.

New Jersey Attorney General Anne
Milgram said almost $5,000 was fun-
neled into the Chiappones’ personal
account, while another $3,000 was
deposited into the Hudson County
Democrat’s election campaign.

The seven-count indictment in-
cludes charges of conspiracy, official
misconduct, theft by deception, tam-
pering with public records, falsifying
records and concealment of campaign
contributions, according to Jersey City

Journal.
Councilman Charged With
Absentee Ballot Tampering

Roselle Borough Council President
Jamel Holley, a Democrat, has been
charged by the New Jersey Attorney
General’s (AG) office with illegally
filling out a portion of the absentee
ballots of at least 20 voters in the
2006 Democratic primary for Bor-
ough Council. Mr. Holley waived his
right to be indicted by a grand jury
and agreed to be charged by accusa-
tion.

According to the AG’s office, Mr.
Holley campaigned for Borough
Council candidate Rosemarie Bul-
lock. His support included register-
ing voters and encouraging them to
vote by absentee ballot. According to
authorities, Mr. Holley contacted pro-
spective voters to see if they had
received their absentee ballots. If they
had, he went to their homes and alleg-
edly illegally assisted them in com-
pleting the ballots.

He faces a maximum of five years
in prison and a $15,000 fine.

Akbar to Resign Teaching Post
Over ‘Inappropriate’ Call

Rahway Councilman Bobby Akbar
will resign his position as a teacher
with Franklin Elementary School in
Rahway in January following his sus-
pension with pay on charges he made
an inappropriate telephone call to a
female member of the high school
track team that he coaches, according
to politickernj.com.

Mr. Akbar recently pleaded guilty
to disturbing the peace in a February
2009 incident and that resulted in a
$500 fine after he was arrested and
charged with a simple assault charge
on another teacher.

City Republicans have called for
Mr. Akbar to resign from his council
seat.

Dem. Operative, Ex-Publisher
Evicted by Judge From Apartment

A Superior Court judge has or-
dered the eviction of Union County
Democratic operative and former
publisher of the Clark Patriot and
Rahway News-Record, James Devine,
from his Elizabeth apartment for non-
payment of rent, politickernj.com has
reported.

Mr. Devine was arrested a year ago
for owing $20,000 in child support
and alimony.

A judge ordered Mr. Devine to
vacate his residence by October 24
and pay $2,700 to the court.

Gov. Kean Wants Campaign
To Focus on Key Issues

Bramnick: No Answer From
Treasury on Vendor Contract

TRENTON — The state Treasury
Department has not explained why
New Jersey office supply firms were
not given an opportunity to bid on a
contract the state awarded to Staples
Advantage, a Massachusetts-based
firm.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, who
represents 16 towns in Essex, Morris,
Somerset and Union counties, con-
tinues to ask Treasurer R. David
Rousseau why New Jersey office sup-
ply companies were not permitted to
bid on the New Jersey contract.

For years the state government
bought office supplies from 17 New
Jersey firms. The office supply ven-
dors requested information from the
state about the new contract before it
was awarded to Staples, but the state
never responded.

The firms are located across the
state with offices in Edison,
Kenilworth, Lakewood, Lincoln Park,

Secaucus and South Plainfield. They
employ more than 200 workers.

Two weeks ago the New Jersey
vendors discovered on the Treasury
Department website that Staples was
awarded the multi-million dollar
contract. From the website posting,
the New Jersey vendors learned the
contract was awarded through the
National Joint Powers Alliances, a
cooperative of state and local gov-
ernments based in Minnesota. The
New Jersey vendors also learned
the Joint Powers Alliance only ad-
vertised for bidders in a Minnesota
newspaper.

Under New Jersey law, contracts
can be awarded through cooperatives,
but the contract must be the most cost
effective. Assemblyman Bramnick
questions whether this new contract
meets the standard since New Jersey
vendors were never given a chance to
bid.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — Former Governor
Thomas H. Kean, honorary chairman
of Republican Chris Christie’s gu-
bernatorial campaign, said during a
conference call with reporters on
Tuesday morning that he hopes the
candidates will start to focus on the
issues and steer away from negative
personal attack ads.

He said New Jersey voters are mostly
independent and vote on a candidate
“beyond the (party) label.” Mr. Kean
said the campaign should focus on
taxes, education, land use and keeping
people living in New Jersey.

Mr. Kean said it seems the philoso-
phy of the Corzine Campaign has
been to “find enough dirt here and
there and throw it at [Mr. Christie] so
both of them become very unpopular
and then maybe the governor will
have a chance.”

“But I don’t think the people of the
state are buying that kind of tactic,”
Mr. Kean said. “I think they are look-
ing for the governor to defend his
record and make proposals that he’d
like to do in the next four years if he
is re-elected.”

Mike Duhaime, Mr. Christie’s cam-
paign manager, said the governor has
outspent Mr. Christie by an 11-1 ratio
in television advertising, most of
which he said have been personal
attack ads.

Mr. Kean was asked by The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times to comment
on a quote by Union County Repub-
lican Chairman Phil Morin who told
the paper last week he would be
“shocked” if either candidate won by
double-digit margins.

“You can’t say it’s over or that it’s
going to be a double-digit or single-
digit [election decision] or anything
like that,” Mr. Kean said. “I think
anybody, whether the Union County
chairman or anybody else, starts pre-
dicting based on the numbers right
now they are making a big mistake
because you could see these numbers
change substantially between now and
Election Day. It could change either
way,” Mr. Kean said.

New poll numbers show Mr.
Christie ahead by between five
(Fairleigh Dickinson University Pub-
lic Mind Poll) and 10 points
(Quinnipiac University poll).

Mr. Corzine has agreed to two de-
bates between himself and Mr.
Christie and Independent Chris
Daggett. The governor had said he
would not participate in a New Jersey
Network (NJN) debate if held Octo-
ber 1, but would likely take part if it
were three weeks later, according to
the Associated Press. NJN has pro-
posed that the debates take place be-
tween October 16 and 22. 101.5 FM
will sponsor a debate among the lieu-
tenant gubernatorial candidates at a
date to be determined.

Teachers’ Contracts
Remain Under Negotiation
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Some Union County
schools remain in teacher’s contract
negations’ with the education asso-
ciations. Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford, Berkeley Heights,
Plainfield and Roselle Park still at the
negotiating table going into the start
of the 2009-2010 school year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion (SPFEA) are working to come to
an agreement for a new contract after
coming off a one-year contract that
came into place when the three-year
deal was up. That contract covers
teachers, lunchroom aides, coaches,
and classroom aides, secretaries and
clerks. The SPFEA and BOE ratified
a one-year contract last year that ex-
pired June 30 that increased teachers’
salaries by 4.25 percent.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood teacher
salaries for 2008-2009 were listed as
follows: bachelor’s degree, $50,888;
bachelor’s plus 30 credits is $53,787;
bachelor’s after 15 years, $59,780;
bachelor’s after 25 years, $86,394;

bachelor’s plus 30 credits after 25
years, $93,548; master’s degree,
$55,497; doctorate, $62,711; doctor-
ate after 15 years, $76,357; doctorate
after 25 years, $111,858.

Cranford public schools also con-
tinue negotiations for a new contract
agreement. Teacher’s there for the
2008-2009 school year achieve a raise
periodically. An incoming teacher with
a bachelor’s degree receives $47,898
and a master’s degree earns $54,309.
Salaries top out at $94,237 with a
teacher having a master’s plus 30 years.

Cranford teachers are offered un-
der the current agreement, negotiated
three years ago, the state health ben-
efit plan NJ Direct and teachers pay
“$150 into it,” said Jill Brown, chair-
man of the school district’s negotiat-
ing team. She said the district are
negotiating to have teachers share
more of the cost, but it is still at the
table.

Westfield’s teachers’ contract ex-
pires June 30, 2010. This coming
school year, teacher’s holding a
bachelor’s degree will earn $57,289
and a master’s degree will bring in
$60,059.

Program Rate Points APR Payment Lock Max
Per $1,000 Period Loan

Fixed Rate Mortgages
30 Year Fixed to 417k 4.875% 0 4.890% $5.30 30 Day $417,000
30 Year Fixed to 625k 5.125% 0 5.130% $5.45 30 Day $625,000

15/30 Year Fixed to 750k 5.500% 0 5.550% $5.68 90 Day $750,000
 30 Year Fixed to 1.5M 5.625% 0 5.630% $5.76 60 Day 1.5 Million
 25 Year Fixed to 1.5M 5.250% 0 5.280% $6.00 75 Day 1.5 Million

 15 Year Fixed to 1.5M 4.500% 1 4.650% $7.65 75 Day 1.5 Million

Adjustable Rate Mortgage
         5 Year Arm 4.250% 0 3.880% $4.92 60 Day 3 Million
         7 Year Arm 4.625% 0 4.229% $5.15 60 Day 3 Million
       10 Year Arm 5.250% 0 4.659% $5.53 60 Day 1.5 Million
         5 Year Arm I/O 4.500% 0 3.880% $3.75 60 Day 3 Million
         7 Year Arm I/O 4.875% 0 4.229% $4.06 60 Day 3 Million
       10 Year Arm I/O 5.625% 0 4.659% $4.58 60 Day 1.5 Million

15 YEAR FIXED - 4.50% - UP TO 1.5 MILLION
Rates as of September 1st, 2009 and subject to change.

80% LTV to 1.5 MILLION

Current New Jersey Mortgage Rates
Application Fee $335.00

New Jersey’s Oldest Mortgage Banker!

Speak With Us Immediately

1435 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083
Licensed Mortgage Banker Dept. of Banking

908-686-7722
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Kean: Special Session
Needed on COAH Ruling

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. has requested
that Governor Jon Corzine call an
immediate special session of the State
Legislature to review the Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) law and
regulations adopted last year and to
discuss the impact of last week’s
Appellate Court decision on afford-
able housing.

“[The] court decision essentially
invalidated all of the promises made
by Governor Corzine, his Commis-
sion of the Department of Commu-
nity Affairs and the Democrat legis-
lative leadership when they rammed
changes in affordable housing laws
through the Legislature last year,”
Mr. Kean said. “They were very clear
in their assertions [that] if munici-
palities met their statutory and regu-
latory obligations, the towns would
not have unwanted development
forced upon them.”

“[The] Appellate Court decision
nullified those promises. The court
essentially forced higher property
taxes, overcrowded schools, less open
space and more congested roads on
every homeowner in the state. Last
year it was estimated that the new
COAH law and regulations would
cost the average homeowner more
than $900 extra per year based on
information provided by the non-par-
tisan Office of Legislative Services
divided by the number of households
in the state. The question for the gov-
ernor is ‘how much extra this court
decision will cost middle-class fami-
lies across the state?’”

New Entrance to NJT
Concourse Opens

NEW YORK — NJ Transit opened
the new $19.2-million 31st Street en-
trance to the NJ Transit Concourse at
New York Penn Station on Monday.

The new entrance, located at the
corner of 7th Avenue and 31st Street,
provides new escalators, an elevator
and stairs that will relieve under-
ground congestion and improve com-
muter traffic-flow for tens of thou-
sands of NJ Transit customers.

Previously, NJ Transit customers
needed to use the shared Amtrak
concourse entrance to gain access
to the NJ Transit concourse, which
opened in 2002.

The new 31st Street entrance will
enhance the new Mass Transit Tun-
nel, a project that will create more
and improved rail service to meet
the growing ridership demand and
ensure that New Jerseyans have
easier, less stressful trips from start
to finish.

Mobile Paper-Shred
Event Sept. 17 in Linden

LINDEN – Union County will hold
its next mobile paper-shredding pro-
gram for personal documents on
Thursday, September 17, at the Lin-
den Recycling Center.

The Linden Recycling Center is
located at 2 Donaldson Place, off
Elizabeth Avenue in the City of Lin-
den. Liberty Document Security LLC
of Union will shred documents at the
site from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., rain or
shine. The shredding event will end
before 2 p.m. if the shredding truck
reaches capacity.

All Union County residents are eli-
gible to use the paper-shredding ser-
vice. Documents should not be bound.
Participants are asked to remove plas-
tic binders and paperclips. Residents
should continue to recycle non-con-
fidential papers and magazines with
their municipal recycling program.

The next scheduled document-
shredding event will take place on
Saturday, September 26, at Alcatel-
Lucent, 600 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

 For more information about future
events or directions, call (908) 654-
9889 or visit ucnj.org/recycle.

Sierra Club Opposes
Coal Plant in Linden
LINDEN – The New Jersey Sierra

Club said it “strongly opposes” the
PurGen coal plant and carbon cap-
ture and sequestration pilot proposed
for Linden.

“The PurGen coal plant is a clean
energy fraud and an inefficient method
of producing energy that will put
people at risk,” said Grace Sica, Si-
erra Club outreach coordinator.

The $5-billion pilot project was
proposed in March by SCS, a Massa-
chusetts-based company. The pro-
posed location for the 500 MW coal
plant is a former DuPont chemical
site alongside the Arthur Kill. The
100-mile pipeline will run under
Raritan Bay to the ocean.

“This project is a threat to the envi-
ronment, not only in Linden, but the
Jersey Shore as well,” Ms. Sica said.
“Our concern is that the carbon diox-
ide will eventually escape, leading to
global warming and causing other
environmental problems.”

During a 30-year operating life-
time, the PurGen plant in Linden can
be expected to produce 450,000
pounds of arsenic, 480,000 pounds of
toxic lead, 14 million pounds of
barium, 900,000 pounds of chromium
and 1.4 million pounds of manga-
nese, the Sierra Club said. All of this
would be treated on site, before being
sent off premise.

The club said the area around the
site includes “high-quality wetlands”
that are slowly being revived.

In the last 10 years, the Sierra Club
said it has helped to stop proposals
for a hazardous waste incinerator, a
medical waste incinerator, and a gar-
bage barge transfer site in Linden.

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., Sept. 8, 2009

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Pierre Robert
Triple Cream Brie

lb.1999

Imported from France: 
Like Butta! Made from cow’s

milk, this spreadable delight will 
disappear before your eyes.

REG.
24.99 lb.

Abbaye
de Belloq

lb.1999
REG.

24.99 lb.

Bucheron

lb.1299
REG.

15.99 lb.

Mimolette

lb.1599
REG.

19.99 lb.

Vive La France!
Nothing compares to the spectacular cheeses of France. Cow,
sheep and goat with textures ranging from soft to firm, this
selection will wow even the most discerning palates.

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of Westfield (908) 232-8700 ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS 

FEATURED MAY NOT BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective thru Tues., Sept. 8, 2009. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily 
represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS) ®

Debit
Card

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

25% OFF
Mixed Case

of Wine
750 ML BTLS.

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite 
Wines & Spirits only. Effective thru Sat., Sept. 12, 2009.

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

1.00 OFF
Towards the Purchase of Any

Cigar
With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite 

Wines & Spirits only. Effective thru Sat., Sept. 12, 2009.

SALE
ITEMS

EXCLUDED

LIMIT
6

Imported from France:
This Pyrenee’s sheep’s milk cheese
has a fine dense texture and is rich

both in history and in flavor. 
Imported from France:

This rich soft goaty 
cylinder ripens from the outside

in giving you two cheeses in one.

Imported from France:
Striking in both color and flavor
this cheddar-like French tomme

is sharp and savory.

ALL TYPES 499

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 4999

Liberty
Creek

ALL
TYPES

599

ErbenErbenErben ALL
750 MLS.•CABERNET •MERLOT

•PINOT NOIR •MERITAGE . . .1499

•ZINFANDEL
•SYRAH  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1299

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•RIESLING  . . . . . . . . . . . .1199

•AUSLESE  . . . . . . . . . . . .1599

•SPATLESE  . . . . . . . . . . .1099

•KABINETT •PINOT NOIR
•RIESLING  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .999

Bay BridgeBay BridgeBay Bridge

“CUVEE” ZINFANDEL

999
BARBERONE

1399
4 L btl.

ZINFANDEL
VINTER’S BLEND

1699
1.5 L

SANGRIA

1099
1.5 L

799
1.5 L

Di LupoDi Lupo

Barefoot
Cellars

ALL
TYPES

999

•CABERNET   •MERLOT  •SHIRAZ
•CHARD •RIESLING
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR •ZIN   
•SAUV. BLANC

1199
1.5 L

1.5 L

999
1.5 L

•WHITE ZINFANDEL

1399

• OLD WORLD CLASSICS
• FIRST CRUSH

1199

HOUSE WINE
FAVORITES

1299 1199

1999
750
ML1499

750
ML 1299

750
ML1399

750
ML 799

750
ML

Little
Penguin

ALL
TYPES

1099

750
ML

750
ML

Coppola Kendall
Jackson
Kendall
JacksonDIAMOND SERIES

ALL 750 MLS

Oak CreekOak CreekOak Creek

Cupcake

ALL
TYPES 399

CASE OF 12
SAME TYPE 3999

Dewar’s
Scotch
WHITE LABEL

3199

Heidsieck
Monopole

BLUE TOP

2999

Korbel
BRUT, X-DRY, BRUT ROSE

1199

Andre
SPARKLING WINE

499 899

1.75 L

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML 750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

1.75 L

Ruffino
Chianti

RISERVA DUCALE
GOLD LABEL

3199

Grey
Goose

REGULAR OR FLAVORS

5699

Jack
Daniel’s

3999
1.75 L

Bombay
Sapphire

GIN

3899
1.75 L

Captain
Morgan

SPICED RUM

2599

CORDIALSRUM

CANADIAN

TEQUILA
1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

IRISH VODKA

Bowman’s 1199

Wolfschmidt 1499

Red Bull
REGULAR OR SUGAR FREE

4 PK., 8.3-OZ. CANS

GIN

Hendrick’s
GIN 5499 Firefly

SWEET TEA 2999

Sobieski 1799

Three Olives
ALL TYPES 2199

Svedka 1999

1.75 L

Bowman’s
GIN 1299

1.75 L

New
Amsterdam

1999
1.75 L

Canadian
Club

1999
1.75 L

Beringer
PINOT
GRIGIO

699
750 ML

Viña San
Esteban

•CAB. •CHARD. •MERLOT
•MALBEC •SAUV. BLANC

699
750 ML

699

José Cuervo
GOLD 3199

1.75 L

José Diego
GOLD OR SILVER 2499

1.75 L

Jim Beam
WHITE LABEL 2899

1.75 L

Woodford
RESERVE 2999

750
ML

Tijuana
GOLD 1999

1.75L

750
ML

CupcakeCupcake

1.5 L 1.5 L

•PINOT GRIGIO VENEZIE
•PINOT NOIR VENEZIE

999
1.5 L

RosenblumRosenblum CattaniCattani

Ravenswood RealRealReal

Santa
Marvista
Santa

Marvista

Ravenswood

Cattani

750 ML

Bacardi
Mojito
ORIGINAL OR
RASPBERRY 1999

30 Pack Beer
12-oz. cans
•MILLER HIGH LIFE •KEYSTONE
•MILWAUKEE’S BEST 
•BUSCH 1399

SCOTCH
Sheep Dip
BLENDED
SINGLE MALT 3699

Ron Pontalba
LIGHT OR DARK 1499

1.75 L

BRANDY

BOURBON

E & J 1899
1.75 L

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Glenlivet
SINGLE MALT
12 YR. OLD 3499

DEWAR’S
12 YR. OLD 2999

Stock
Limonce

1999
1 L

Patron
Silver

3799
750
ML

Bacardi
Rum

2199
1.75 L

LIMONCELLOLIGHT, GOLD OR SELECT

Jameson
Irish Whiskey

4199

Stolichnaya
Vodka

3499
1.75 L

REG. OR FLAVORS

Woodbridge
by Robert Mondavi

Red
Rock

899

Clean
Slate

Fat
Bastard

ALL TYPES

799

White
Pearl

ALL TYPES

999
750
ML

750
ML 1.5 L

RIESLING

1499VINTNER
SELECT

For Your Summer Get-Togethers
24-Pack
Beer

1499

12-oz. Loose Cans or Btls.
• BUD OR

BUD LIGHT
• MICHELOB

ULTRA
(BTLS. ONLY)

• MILLER LITE

1.75 L

1.75 L

ALL TYPES

750
ML

1 L

NEW...
at

ShopRite

5 L
BOX

5 L
BOX

5 L
BOX

4 L

ALL
TYPES

EXCL. VARIETALS &
WHITE ZINFANDEL

•VARIETALS
•WT ZINFANDEL

4 L

1.75 L

SPARKLING WINES
& CHAMPAGNES

750 ML

B.V. Coastal
•CABERNET •CHARDONNAY

•MERLOT •SHIRAZ
•PINOT NOIR •PINOT GRIGIO

•SAUVIGNON BLANC
•ZINFANDEL

899
750 ML

Beringer
Founders

•CABERNET •CHARDONNAY
•MERLOT •PINOT NOIR
•SAUVIGNON BLANC

899
750 ML

1099
MERLOT

750
ML

Fragrant and complex,
with a refreshing burst
of lime, guava, grape-
fruit and grass flavors.
Wet stone, passion fruit
and oyster shell accents
add interest, with bright
acidity highlighting the
vivid finish.

New Zealand

Kim Crawford
Sauvignon Blanc

2008

California

Brazin Old Vines
Zinfandel

2007

Italy

Ruffino
Modus
2006

Big, bold aromas of spice
and mocha fill your nose,
while intense flavors of
plum and chocolate, 
rich tannins and vanilla
mocha notes rock your
palate. Brazin is not a
wine to be rushed –
don’t be afraid to savor
its long, lingering finish.

Ruffino’s Modus boasts
thick extraction in the
form of chocolate fudge
and cherry candy. Lighter
tones of apple skin and
green herbs pick up the
rear. It’s on the ripe side
with prune-like flavors.

California

Buena Vista
Carneros Chardonnay

2006

Italy

Falesco Vitiano
Rosso
2007

Aromas of fresh flow-
ers, tropical mango
and pineapple fruit
against a creamy,
toasty background. In
the mouth it shows
intense apple, vibrant
citrus, honeydew and
pear notes through
the creamy, subtly
toasty finish.

Dark black-ruby color.
Pretty aromas of cassis, 
black plum and earth, 
with a pronounced vanilla
presence that doesn’t over-
power the fruit. Rich and
densely packed, with dis-
tinctly ripe flavors of black
fruits, raisin and chocolate
lifted by an intriguing 
balsamic vinegar note.

Carlo RossiCarlo Rossi

FranziaFranzia

VINTNER’S RESERVE

1199
750
MLCHARDONNAY

Your

Choi
ce!

Kahlua 1799

Patron XO
CAFE 2199

Cointreau 3499
1 L 1.75 L

1.75 L

Coppola

•PINOT NOIR
•CLARET  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1599

•CABERNET •MERLOT
•SYRAH •ZINFANDEL  . . . . .1299

•CHARDONNAY
•SAUVIGNON BLANC  . . . .1099

750
ML

750
ML
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Jerry English, chairwoman, New Jersey
Election Law Enforcement Commission,
and copied to the newspaper.

We are writing to request that you and
your fellow commissioners take such steps
as are necessary to prohibit New Jersey
Network from unnecessarily delaying by
three weeks a gubernatorial election de-
bate originally scheduled for October 1,
2009.

The people of this state deserve to start
hearing the candidates discuss major is-
sues well in advance of the general elec-
tion. A delay will reduce the impact and

Freeholders May Allow Comments
But Will They Give Answers?

Hitler/Obama Comparison by
LaRoche PAC is ‘Despicable’

Thanks for Support During Tenure
On WF Chamber of Commerce

Why Couldn’t South Ave. Steetscape
Have Been Done During Summer?

Oak Ridge
Protest Rally

We are planning a rally at Oak Ridge
Park on Sunday, October 18, 2009 (2 to 4
p.m.), to protest the Union County Free-
holders’ closure of Oak Ridge as a golf
course. We also hope to re-open Oak
Ridge as a golf course some day.

As you know, it was the only senior-
friendly walking course in Union County.
It has been converted into a park at an
extraordinary cost of over $4,000,000.
These are your taxpayer dollars!

We need all of your support and re-
quest that you attend with your friends,
family and neighbors. We also ask that
you forward this notice to anyone who
loves golf and encourage them to join us
at the rally.

The Union County police needs to know
the approximate number of attendees, so
I ask you to either e-mail or call me, (732)
381-8047, as soon as possible. Also, if
you can help us with the rally, we would
appreciate it.

We thank you for your anticipated sup-
port.

Kathy Torpey
Lavinia Ruby
Jim Buettner

Lauren Millard
Lisa Scarfuto

Save Oak Ridge Committee

Call to ‘Prohibit’
Governor Debate Delay

importance of the debate by placing it
closer to major sporting events and plac-
ing it so close to the actual election that
there will be little time to address issues
that may arise in the course of the debate.

Governor Corzine’s efforts to delay a
debate by three weeks must be recog-
nized for what it is – an effort to obscure
meaningful discussion of our state’s seri-
ous problems and the approaches to deal-
ing with them.

Tom Kean, Jr.,
Senate Republican Leader

Alex DeCroce,
Assembly Republican Leader

Editor’s note: this letter was sent to
local businesses and members of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,
and copied to the newspaper.

I am writing to thank you for all your
support through the years I have been
Executive Director and President of the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.

I have worked hard with networking
events and community events and pro-
moting your businesses throughout my
tenure. I have always been thrilled with
your reception and willingness to partici-
pate in the many Chamber of Commerce
functions and I thank you for your mem-
bership.

The Board of Directors has made a
decision they feel will be best for the
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce,

and we must abide by it. That leaves me
feeling sad as we disagree on direction,
but very grateful for all the time I have
had with you and all the knowledge I have
gleaned from all our members. The
Westfield Area will always remain, in my
opinion, one of the best places to do
business in.

Especially in this economy, I will re-
main committed to being supportive of
you and continue to refer your business as
I am able. I wish you the best of success
and thank you again for your many years
of support. Please keep in touch, when
possible, as I also will.

Take care and thank you again.

Naomi McElynn
Westfield

I know that The Westfield Leader sup-
ports Republicans and the Right, and I
know you can proclaim freedom of speech,
but I, frankly, was appalled by the fact
that on the first page of the Thursday,
August 27, edition, you deemed impor-
tant to have a picture, at the bottom left, of
the members of the La Roche Political
Action Committee with a full view of an
Obama/Hitler poster.

 First, I find it despicable that such a
group, together with other Extreme Right-
ists, have dared make a comparison be-
tween, on one hand, Hitler whose goal in
life was to kill and to destroy all minori-
ties, Jews, blacks, gays, gypsies, to name
a few, and on the other hand, Obama,
symbolizing the very same people that
Hitler wanted to destroy.

 Second, I found it in very poor taste
that The Leader printed that picture on

page 1; if you really wanted to publicize
that group and picture, why not put it on
another page? Don’t you think that your
readership might be more interested in
the article about the unemployment rate
or Lautenberg and Flight 103, both from
page 3? I suppose that you really wanted
to emphasize your Rightists tendencies,
under the disguise of the Second Amend-
ment.

Viviane Levy
Westfield

Editor’s Note: This newspaper does
not co-mingle commentary with news, or
filter the news on any news pages. The
front page is dedicated to important local
happenings - be they good, bad or indif-
ferent. Commentary and opinion are sa-
vored, such as this letter, and published
on the editorial pages.

Amendments to the Constitution of
The United States of America

There have been 27 Amendments to
the Constitution of the United States of
America. The first two are below.

From Wikipedia,
“The First Amendment to the United

States Constitution is the part of the Bill
of Rights that expressly prohibits the
Congress from making laws “respecting
an establishment of religion,” prohibiting
the free exercise of religion, infringing
the freedom of speech, infringing the
freedom of the press, limiting the right to

peaceably assemble, or limiting the right
to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.

“The Second Amendment to the United
States Constitution is the part of the United
States Bill of Rights that protects a right
to keep and bear arms from infringement
by the federal government, including fed-
eral enclaves and Washington, D.C. The
Second Amendment was adopted on De-
cember 15, 1791, along with the rest of
the Bill of Rights.”

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to Mayor Andrew Skibitsky and
Downtown Westfield Corporation Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin.

I had the opportunity to arrive home on
the evening of August 24, 2009, to find a
memo stuffed into my windshield from
the Town of Westfield signed by Kris
McAloon, town engineer, and Sherry
Cronin, executive director of the Down-
town Westfield Corporation (DWC). This
memo served to inform me of the South
Avenue streetscape construction getting
set to begin and its impact to parking lot
3 and because of the construction, “the
sale of daily permits will be suspended
until further notice to allow for adequate
parking for current permit holders. Fur-
thermore, this project will take 6 to 8
weeks.”

Interestingly, today (the 27th) sure
enough, daily permits had ceased yet there
was no sign of construction and at 7:15
a.m. the lot was empty!

So once again, the town government
makes it problematic to live and conduct
business in Westfield. Those of us, who
are not fortunate enough to have annual
permits and have to buy a daily permit or
park at a meter once again, have our lives
impacted by these thoughtless decisions.
This memo raises several questions:

Why could this work not have been
done during the last two months when the
station parking lot has been fairly empty
due to summer travel and vacations? Was
this not thought of; could it not have been
planned for?

Why is the wait for the annual parking
permits still so long? Is the parking de-
partment monitoring? It is unfortunate,
but a fact that since the recession began

the parking lot has been less crowded.
Perhaps people are not handing in their
permits, but if usage was monitored it
would be noticed there is plenty of park-
ing and no reason to stop daily permits
during this construction. Furthermore,
why can’t one even get an exact answer
on where they stand on the infamous
parking waitlist?

Why is it when paying the police of-
ficer for a daily pass it cost me $5 but
when I go to the machine for metered
parking, it cost me $6? When I asked the
town parking office they could not an-
swer this question. I am sure after some
diligence the answer will be to raise the
daily fee by a buck! Furthermore, what is
being done to get more reliable machines
so they do not work only when the sun and
moon are perfectly aligned?

Having just paid my tax bill to
Westfield, which has now approached
$18K/year, I wonder doesn’t the town
want my daily parking revenue (and oth-
ers)? Is this really necessary? It once
again demonstrates fiscal irresponsibility
and not thinking about the folks that keep
Westfield a thriving town. I already
stopped shopping in this town due to the
parking fiasco (and now lack of stores
since they can’t do business in town). I
guess I will park in Cranford or another
town, as they seem to want business and
satisfied residents. I am not against beau-
tification projects, but manage them ap-
propriately! And in two years when my
son graduates, I will finally have the
opportunity to move to a town that is
fiscally well managed and cares about
their residents!

Eric Shepcaro
Weetfield

Though tolerating comments at free-
holder meetings on alleged nepotism in
Union County (Westfield Leader 8/27/09
article) is a baby step in the right direc-
tion, there’s much farther to go to get
government to operate for the greater
good of the governed instead of the gov-
erning. The freeholders must not only
listen but also respond and, where neces-
sary, act. To date when confronted with
inconvenient facts they typically dispatch
the offending citizen, sometimes physi-
cally, while casting aspersions hoping to
intimidate away future questions or ques-
tioners.

Are State Senator Raymond Lesniak’s
girlfriend and nephew qualified for the

county jobs they hold? Is Union County
Democratic Chairwoman Charlotte
DeFilippo worth $143,412 plus benefits,
for what was previously a part-time posi-
tion as director of the Union County Im-
provement Authority? I don’t know. I
may never know. I am now permitted to
pose the question but I don’t see any
freeholder up there who would come out
with what I suspect is the real answer:
Ray Lensiak and Charlotte DeFillippo
put them in those seats and this is their
payback. Maybe there’s another answer
but, having seen this board in action for
almost two years, nothing comes to me.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Police Should Not Be
On Cell Phones

When Directing Traffic
On Monday, August 17, as a result of

street repair/construction on Willow
Grove Road, there was a Westfield police
officer directing traffic on the corner of
Willow Grove Road and Rahway Avenue
– a very busy intersection at any given
time of the day. I am a resident of Willow
Grove and make the right- or left-hand
turn several times a day.

On this particular day there was a large
tractor blocking the view for turning onto
Rahway Avenue. The officer was stand-
ing in the middle of the intersection to
direct traffic as he was supposed to. But
he was talking on his cell phone while
trying to direct traffic coming at him from
three directions. I find this to be not only
incredibly unsafe but also very unprofes-
sional. I also frequently see police offic-
ers driving in their cruisers talking on cell
phones. Are police officers exempt from
the “hands free” laws of this state?

Don’t people know how to say “hold
on” or “I will call you back?”

Dona Monroe
Westfield

AARP: Medicare
Benefits Not to be Cut
I’m an AARP volunteer. Over the years,

I’ve grown to trust AARP. So when spe-
cial interest groups started trying to scare
me and other seniors with horrible things
that would supposedly happen to my
Medicare if healthcare reform passed, it
touched a nerve.

People need to hear the good things
that will happen when we pass real re-
form. For people in Medicare, healthcare
reform will close the Medicare Part D
“doughnut hole,” protect your choice of
doctor, keep your premiums fair, hold
down your healthcare and prescription
drug costs, eliminate waste, fraud and
abuse, and improve the care you receive.
None of the healthcare reform proposals
being considered by Congress would cut
Medicare benefits or increase your out-
of-pocket costs for Medicare services.

As you can see, those who say that
healthcare reform will hurt Medicare are
just plain wrong. If we do nothing, more
and more people would fall into the dough-
nut hole, fewer doctors will treat Medi-
care patients and the wasteful spending
would continue to threaten the financial
security of the program. Don’t be fooled
by these scare tactics.

Irv Breslow, AARP Volunteer
Coordinator Union County

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Castrametation – Marking or laying

out of a military camp
2. Carse – Low, fertile land, adjacent to

a river
3. Acrobates – Australian flying mar-

supial
4. Graywacke – A conglomerate rock

consisting of rounded pebbles and sand
firmly united

TIENDA
1. A booth or shop
2. Toss; hurl
3. A court entirely around a temple,

surrounded by a wall
4. Literary works

SAPO
1. Lacking adequate mental power
2. The toadfish
3. Pertaining to the maple family of

trees
4. Saturated; soaked

CARABAO
1. Relating to pigs; swine
2. A rabbit or hare
3. A Philippine water buffalo
4. A slaughterhouse for animals

PANDIT
1. An uproar; clamor
2. One who endures great pain or suf-

fering
3. A type of short whip
4. In India, a scholar or learned man

See more letters on page 5

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

see goleader.com/help

Union County MusicFest:
Too Big for Its Britches?

You can’t miss MusicFest. Travel down Martine Av-
enue in Scotch Plains as you approach Oak Ridge Road or
turn off Central Avenue and onto Raritan Road in Clark,
and you can’t miss them; banners and scrolling signs
adorn the roadway promoting the 12th annual MusicFest
extravaganza, taking place for the first time at Oak Ridge
Park, formerly Oak Ridge Golf Course.

While banners, posters and placards are commonplace
when promoting a large-scale event, use of digital traffic-
advisory signs to promote entertainment presents a strange
and slightly disturbing trend. The digital signs certainly
get a driver’s attention; however, one expects to see such
signs to alert drivers to road repairs, accidents, emergen-
cies, detours, etc. Now, drivers slow down and/or get
momentarily distracted to read the scrolling signs pro-
moting MusicFest.

One has to wonder if this is the best use of these
scrolling signs. Shouldn’t these be reserved for law-
enforcement and safety purposes? If Union County has
such an excess of signage, how about using it to direct
people in poorer areas to homeless shelters, soup kitchens
or clinics to get flu shots?

There is no doubt that MusicFest has been a well-
attended venture for Union County, one that draws crowds
from across the nation to Cranford or Clark. However, is
it reaching the point of excess? Has MusicFest grown “too

big for its britches?” Is this what government is all about?
Can the single-lane Oak Ridge Road handle the glut of

traffic expected a week from this Saturday and Sunday?
Drive by the former golf course, and you will see work
being done to add more parking. Is there enough to satisfy
the thousands of people Union County expects to come?
There are no side streets to accommodate overflow crowds.
Does the Clark Pool become a destination for parkers?
Has anyone driven by Oak Ridge Road near the park? The
road is riddled with potholes and is in desperate need of
repair. If you actually get parking, it will cost $10.

Since the event takes place at Oak Ridge and is spon-
sored actively by Overlook Hospital, it is prescient to
question the downfall of both Oak Ridge Golf Course and
Muhlenberg Hospital. Isn’t government’s first role to
protect its citizens? The county has experienced prison
escapes and hospital closings. Shouldn’t it be working to
fix the potholes, care for the infirmed and protect its most
vulnerable before operating a concert? If Union County
cannot run a golf course, why is it running a concert?

As long as we’re subsidizing it anyway with our prop-
erty tax dollars, I guess we’ll attend the ‘Fest’.

Speaking of extremes, since we are ready to rock, how
about quoting Billy Joel.

“Darling, I don’t know why I go to extremes; Too high
or too low there ain’t no in-betweens.”

What Is a Chamber of Commerce;
Regional, Local or In Between?

Last Friday, the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) terminated its Executive Director, Naomi
McElynn. “I was blindsided,” she said.

Before discussing the WACC, a review of the national
organization seems appropriate to answer the question,
“What is a chamber of commerce?”

On its website, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce touts
itself as “the world’s largest business federation repre-
senting 3 million businesses of all sizes, sectors and
regions, as well as state and local chambers and industry
associations. More than 96 percent of U.S. Chamber
members are small businesses with 100 employees or
fewer.

“As the voice of business, the Chamber’s core purpose
is to fight for free enterprise before Congress, the White
House, regulatory agencies, the courts, the court of public
opinion, and governments around the world.”

The 24 New Jersey state members of the national
chamber include the Suburban Chamber of Commerce
comprised of Summit, New Providence and Berkeley
Heights plus the Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce in Elizabeth, claiming to be the largest chamber in
the New York Metro Area.

Not included in affiliation with the national chamber or
any other organization is the Westfield Area Chamber of

Commerce. WACC has been an independent organization
since its founding in 1948, then called the Westfield
Business Association. It has been largely successful as
such. It is a matter of cost (versus benefit), we were told
when asking WACC officials about the decision not to
affiliate with the national.

WACC has kept a local flavor over the last 60 years,
primarily as a discussion and advocate group for its
members with local government. In the last few years, it
got into the business of running street fairs and similar
activities – somewhat like the freeholders getting into the
business of running concerts. A matter of raising money,
both say.

Recently, the longstanding Westfield United Way was
faced with the decision – ‘Be local or merge national.’
They chose to be local. Is this what WACC will do or will
they become nationally affiliated?

When we pay our dues to the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce next year, as do 300 others, will there be a
clear reason to do so – and an understanding of the
mission?

We solicit information from the WACC board to publish
in our newspapers on a regular basis to keep you informed.

And during their time of stress, we are standing behind
them, and we hope you do, too.
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Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

908-580-3800
www.fellowshipvillage.org

 

11:30 am – 2:30 pm
Rain or Shine

Fellowship Village, 8000 Fellowship Rd.
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Free Offsite Parking
 Sponsored by Seal Spout Corporation 

Shuttle Service Available 

Campaign Release GOP LD22

Marks, Vastine Sign Taxpayer Pledge

Martin Marks

BoVastine

Note to Candidates,
Newspaper Policy

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times invite all candi-
dates to meet with our editors for a video
interview to be webcast on goleader.com
and to submit letters each week on your
views. Please submit by e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

The public is also invited to submit
their comments and participate in the
election poll. Please see goleader.com/
09election.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Republican candi-
dates for Assembly, former Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks and William “Bo”
Vastine, signed the Americans for Tax Re-
form (ATR) Taxpayer Protection Pledge.

ATR, based in Wash-
ington, D.C., was founded
in 1985 by Grover
Norquist at the request of
President Ronald Reagan.
The flagship project of
Americans for Tax Reform
is the Taxpayer Protection
Pledge, a written promise
by legislators and candi-
dates for office that com-
mits them to oppose any
effort to increase income
taxes on individuals and
businesses. Since ATR
first sponsored the Pledge
in 1986, hundreds of of-
fice holders and candidates for office at
the federal and state levels from both
parties have signed the
pledge. While most elected
officials have kept their word,
there are some who have bro-
ken the pledge and accord-
ingly appear on a wall of
shame at ATR headquarters
in Washington, D.C.

The pledge signed by Mr.
Marks and Mr. Vastine reads
as follows:

“I, Martin Marks and Wil-
liam ‘Bo’ Vastine, pledge to
the taxpayers of the 22nd
District of the state of New
Jersey and all the people of this state that
I will oppose and vote against any and all
efforts to increase taxes.”

Mayor Marks said, “I am proud to sign
this taxpayer protection pledge and take it
quite seriously. For too long, the citizens
of New Jersey have been overtaxed and
are being forced to leave the state because
we have the dubious distinction of having
the highest taxes in the land. Addition-
ally, our businesses are burdened with
taxes and regulations that have caused
them to flee the state. Of course, that
means that desperately needed jobs go
with them. I look forward to bringing a
level of sanity back to state government
when it comes to taxing and spending.
That is the only way we can restore New
Jersey back to the preeminence it once

enjoyed as a place to live, work and raise
a family. Further, state government once
and for all must reform the system that
causes our school districts, counties, and
municipalities to rely so heavily on the
most despised tax of all – the property

tax.”
Candidate Vastine added,

“Normally, this would be the
time and place to call on our
incumbent opponents Linda
Stender and Jerry Green to
join us in signing this tax-
payer protection pledge. How-
ever, history would dictate that
this would be a waste of time.
Since the Democrats took con-
trol of the State Legislature in
2002, Stender and Green have
voted to increase our taxes by
$6.4 billion and $8.5 billion
respectively! Just this year,

they rubber stamped Governor Jon
Corzine’s state budget that increased taxes

by approximately $2 billion
and drastically slashed the
property tax rebate program
that so many of our resi-
dents count on. The taxpay-
ers of this state are beyond
fed up and desperately de-
sire and deserve a change in
their representation in Tren-
ton.”

Further information on
Americans for Tax Reform
can be found at atr.org.

The Marks and Vastine
for Assembly website is

marksvastine2009.com.

Constitution and Citizenship Day Is
Celebrated on September 17

NATION — Constitution Day and
Citizenship Day commemorate the for-
mation and signing on September 17,
1787, of the Constitution.

On September 17, 2009, the Bill Of
Rights Institute will celebrate its tenth
anniversary with educational materials
for Constitution Day. Current events and
the Constitution are available with inter-
active resources leading students to an-
swer the question “Why Does the Consti-
tution Matter?”

All materials can be accessed at
BillofRightsInstitute.org.

Other resources include an interactive
module for students to “travel through
time” to converse with the founders and
report on the Constitutional Convention.
They will also match quotes with the
Founders who said them, and complete a
constitutional crossword puzzle.

Available for download is a 12-page
booklet, “Celebrate the Constitution: Why
Do We Have a Constitution?” The book-
let features interactive games and content

about constitutional principles such as
freedom of speech, republican govern-
ment and federalism, how a bill becomes
a law, and the history behind the Consti-
tution and Constitutional Convention.

“We are truly grateful to our supporters
and the teachers we have worked with for
helping us reconnect young Americans to
our Founding principles,” said Victoria
Hughes, Bill of Rights Institute president
and founder.

In 10 years, the organization has grown
to include 22 staff, with over 450 teachers
and university professors serving as part-
ners and consultants. More than 16,000
teachers have participated in the Institute’s
professional development programs and
over 40,000 have used its instructional
materials.

The Bill of Rights Institute, founded in
1999, is a nonprofit educational organi-
zation dedicated to educate young people
about the ideas of America’s Founders,
the liberties guaranteed, and how these
principles affect and shape a free society.

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Celebrity Passings Cause
Young Man Depression

A Questioning Mother Writes: Is it
normal for someone to become very de-
pressed and withdrawn after reading about
the deaths of so many famous people?
During the past month, my son has be-
come agitated when he talks about the
loss of Michael Jackson, Karl Malden,
Heath Ledger (last year), Farrah Fawcett,
David Carradine and Gidget, the Taco
Bell dog. I know it is understandable to
react with sadness when a celebrity dies,
one who has given us pleasure during our
lifetime, but “Bill” (disguised name), my
son, goes to an extreme. I cannot talk to
him for days. And he is only 15 years old.
Is this a phase one goes through? I cannot
recall ever reacting to a death this way.

Answer: Death and loss are traumatic
experiences we all go through in our
lives. Each of us reacts in individual ways,
based on our personality and life experi-
ences. Frequently, it is a growth experi-
ence and we move on. In time, if we are
unable to handle our feelings, we seek
professional help.

Bill seems to be responding in an ex-
treme manner. He is comparatively young
to react with depression. Is it his disposi-
tion? Is he too preoccupied with death?
Has he experienced loss of a friend or
family member? I strongly recommend
he see a therapist who could diagnose and
provide proper treatment (be it medica-
tion and/or counseling). There will be
many more celebrities who will pass away,
and we do not want Bill to be unable to
function each time this occurs.

A Troubled Mother Writes: Through-
out the years, our family has had pets –
dogs, cats, gerbils. We have not been
lucky with our animals. Some have got-
ten ill or died unexpectedly. Recently, my
daughter has approached me and told me
that “Alex,” my son (disguised name),
hurts the dog or cat when nobody is around.
He chases them, yells, pulls their tails or
locks them in a room.

At first, I doubted her, but I have be-
come aware of this mean behavior. The
other day, I came home early and found
Alex chasing Spots, the dog, with a broom
and trying to hit him. Then I watched him
take Spots’ food and throw it in the bushes.
Do I have to hire a detective to prevent
Alex from harming the dog? Should I

punish him by taking away his food?
What should I do? These poor animals…!

Answer: Two things come to mind
immediately. Firstly, get Alex to a thera-
pist. This sadistic behavior indicates some
severe personality problems. Often, chil-
dren who harm animals ultimately harm
more animals – and people. Secondly,
Alex must be separated from the animals.
They must have total protection, safety
and security. If you cannot provide these,
have them go to proper agencies or homes.
It’s about time you step up to the plate and
deal with this abusive situation, which, it
appears, has been going on too long in
your home.

A Newlywed Writes: I’ve been mar-
ried for a year, and it is obvious that I
made a mistake. My husband is abusive
and unfaithful and always criticizes me
when we are alone or in front of others.
Marriage counseling, pastoral counsel-
ing has not helped. He insists I become
pregnant, and I feel this would be a hor-
rible mistake. I know what to do, but feel
insecure to leave him.

Answer: There is an old adage about
using canned foods. If you are faced with
a can that is dented or bulging, accept the
adage, “when in doubt, throw it out.” I
would encourage you to see a therapist
who will strengthen you when you are
emotionally ready to see a lawyer and
terminate this sick marriage. You have a
right to move on, feel good about yourself
and eventually become involved in a
healthy, mutually satisfying relationship.
Good luck!

Evan Aspell Completes
Corps Basic Training
SCOTCH PLAINS — Marine Corps

Reserve Pfc. Evan S. Aspell, son of Marisa
and Kevin Aspell of Scotch Plains, re-
cently completed 12 weeks of basic train-
ing at Marine Corps Recruit Depot in
Parris Island, S.C.

Mr. Aspell and fellow recruits began
their training at 5 a.m., by running three
miles and performing calisthenics. Mr.
Aspell spent numerous hours in class-
room and field assignments, which in-
cluded learning first aid, uniform regula-
tions, combat water survival, marksman-
ship, hand-to-hand combat and assorted
weapons training. They performed close
order drill and operated as a small infan-
try unit during field training.

He and other recruits received instruc-
tion on the Marine Corps’ core values —
honor, courage and commitment, and what
the core values mean in guiding personal
and professional conduct.

Mr. Aspell and fellow recruits ended
the training phase with The Crucible, a
54-hour, team evolution culminating in
an emotional ceremony, in which recruits
are presented the Marine Corps Emblem,
and addressed as “Marines” for the first
time in their careers.

H.R. 1322 ‘Should Be a Part of Any
Healthcare Reform Legislation’

The Emergency Retiree Health Benefits
Protection Act (H.R. 1322), which would
make corporations live up to the financial
commitments they made to their employees
during their working years, should be a part
of any healthcare reform legislation.

Over the years, I have seen my benefits
diminished, while executive bonuses be-
come larger, in some cases excessive. I
stayed with my employer because they
promised that my healthcare would be
taken care of in retirement. I depended on
these benefits as a primary financial and
medical support. It is unethical for com-
panies to break this commitment.

H.R. 1322, now pending in Congress,
would make companies live up to the
commitments made to their employees
and retirees. Those who had their health
benefits canceled by their former employer
would get their earned benefits restored.

I worked for NJ Bell/Bell Atlantic/
Verizon/Idearc for 26 years and was con-
sistently told that my healthcare benefits
in retirement would be taken care of by
the company. During my career, I was of

the understanding that I would receive a
retirement package that would include
health insurance.

Many Americans are rightly enraged
about the proposed healthcare reform
plans. Retirees are among the largest group
making their voice heard.

Why do we care so much? In the last
decade, nearly 8 million retirees have
seen their earned healthcare benefits,
which they sacrificed wages and paid
time off to achieve, cancelled by their
former employers. The federal govern-
ment said that this was perfectly legal.
There are another 18.5 million American
baby boomers and retirees like me who
are dependent on earned healthcare ben-
efits from our former employer. We paid
for these benefits by accepting lower
wages and less vacation and sick days.

I support healthcare reform that pro-
tects American retirees earned benefits. I
support H.R. 1322. We retirees should
not become this Congress doughnut hole.

Carol Shortall
Springfield

Letters to the Editor

Reader Comments
On Political Cartoon
That’s progress – The August 27, 2009

issue shows the Leader/Times cartoon
has reached “potty-training” level.

Sol Domeshek
Scotch Plains

Letters to
the Editor

goleader.com/cartoons
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Library Announces Events
In Commemoration of 9/11

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will host two pro-
grams in remembrance of the events
that took place on September 11, 2001.

The 2008 documentary Man on
Wire will be shown on Friday, Sep-
tember 11, at 7 p.m., with a discus-
sion to follow. On Friday, Septem-
ber 21, the library’s Current Events
for Everyone discussion group will
meet at 10:30 a.m. for a look at “Life
After 9/11.”

Directed by James Marsh, Man
on Wire chronicles Philippe Petit’s
1974 high-wire walk between the
twin towers of New York’s World
Trade Center. The title of the movie
is taken from the police report that
led to the arrest (and later release)
of Mr. Petit, whose performance
had lasted for almost one hour.

The film offers rare footage of
preparations for the event and still
photographs of the walk, alongside

reenactments (with Paul McGill as
the young Mr. Petit) and present-
day interviews with the participants.

Man on Wire competed in the
World Cinema Documentary Com-
petition at the 2008 Sundance Fes-
tival, where it won the Grand Jury
Prize, and it won Best Documen-
tary from the Academy Awards.

Current Events for Everyone is a
monthly discussion group that meets
at the library on the third Monday
of the month. Moderated by Profes-
sor Christopher Gibbs, the group
has tackled issues such as
healthcare, education and baseball.

On September 21, participants
will discuss how the world has
changed since September 11, 2001.
Everyone is welcome to join this
group and be part of the discussion.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information about
these or other programs, call the li-
brary at (908) 322-6400 or visit the
library’s website, fanwoodlibrary.org.

Service League Shops Set
To Reopen September 9

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ser-
vice League’s Thrift and Consignment
Shops, located at 114 Elmer Street in
Westfield, will reopen for business on
Wednesday, September 9, at 9 a.m.

The first-floor thrift shop racks and
shelves will be filled with fall mer-
chandise. In addition to clothing for
the entire family, there will be shoes,
books, jewelry and assorted houseware
items available for purchase. Dona-
tions also will be accepted.

The consignment shop, located on
the second floor, will accept and sell
merchandise and register new
consigners. Those who have mer-
chandise they would like to consign
are asked to consider registering early
in order to have a full year of con-
signment availability.

With the reopening, the shops will
resume regular hours, which are 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday. In addition, for the first time
this year, the shops will be open
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. during
Westfield’s FestiFall celebration on
Sunday, September 20.

Now about to enter its 77th year,
the Westfield Service League is a
non-profit organization serving
Westfield and the surrounding com-
munity. Proceeds from the league’s
thrift and consignment shops benefit
local charities. For further informa-
tion, call the thrift shop at (908) 232-
2530 or the consignment shop at
(908) 232-1223, or go to
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com/
.

Hearing Society to Resume
Classes After Labor Day

WESTFIELD – The Hearing Soci-
ety, a local not-for-profit organiza-
tion that serves people with impaired
hearing, has announced that its infor-
mal weekly classes in basic sign lan-
guage and speech (lip) reading will
resume after Labor Day and continue
through May 2010.

The first sessions will be held at the
First Baptist Church, located at 170
Elm Street in Westfield, on Thursday,
September 10, beginning with sign
language at 9:45 a.m., followed by
speech reading at 10:40 a.m.

Additionally, the Hearing Society
has announced that it has awarded
three new college scholarships for the
2009-2010 school year. The awardees,
all 2009 high school graduates, in-
clude Rebecca Vonlangen of Scotch
Plains, attending SUNY at Oneonta in
Oneonta, N.Y.; Rose Hackenberger of
Cranford, attending Moravian College
of Bethlehem, Pa., and Andrew War-
ren of Manville, attending Rochester
Institute of Technology in New York.
These scholarships may be renewed if
the student remains eligible.

Currently, six local students con-

tinue to receive scholarships. Among
them are James Adam Gaskill of
Westfield and Deborah Martin of
Berkeley Heights.

Over the past five years, more than
$40,000 has been awarded by the So-
ciety to 39 young men and women
who are auditorily challenged. Any-
one interested in attending the Hear-
ing Society classes is asked to call
(908) 232-6546 for more information.

Needle Nite Session
To Be Held at Church
FANWOOD – The next Needle

Nite program at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church will take place on Fri-
day, September 11, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marion Avenue
in Fanwood.

Needle Nite sessions are comprised
of a group of people who enjoy knit-
ting, crocheting or preparing quilts.
Needles, yarn, fabric, patterns and
instructors are available. For more
information or directions to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, call
the church office at (908) 889-8891.

An
cho

r of Hope

“We have this Hope as an anchor 
for the soul, firm and secure.”

Hebrews 6:19a

‘Anchor Of Hope’ 
FREE COMMUNITY DINNER
Friday, September 11, 2009 

138 East Broad St., Westfield – 6:00 pm

How do we find hope & support for the problems of today?
How do we anchor ourselves through the storms of life?

Where can we find the faith to sustain us? 

Join us for food, discussion and plausible solutions 
at a free community dinner (featuring Jersey Mike’s subs) 

Hosted by “Anchor of Hope”

Steve Deats, a member of the Chatham Counsel and Educational Group, will be our
keynote speaker. He will present a variety of useful tips on coping skills for today’s stresses

and anxieties; he will also show us how to maintain hope during times of difficulty. 

We welcome your participation, and hope that you join us on September 11th 
and at future activities in the coming months. Together, we will learn how to 

lift the spirit through hope! 

Please call Redeemer Lutheran Church 
at 908-232-1517 to RSVP.

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Church Thrift Shop
Posts Fall Sale Date

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church Thrift Shop will re-
open for its Fall Sale on Wednesday,
September 9, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A large selection of merchandise
will be featured, including gently used
clothing for all ages, kitchen sup-
plies, jewelry, small furniture, pic-
tures and other decorative items.

The church is located at the corner
of LaGrande and Martine Avenues,
and the entrance is on the McDermott
Place side. Ample parking is avail-
able. All the workers are volunteers
and the proceeds will be donated to
local charities. All are welcome.

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Begin Fall Season
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will hold its first
meeting of the fall season on Mon-
day, September 14, at 1:30 p.m. at
the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School gymnasium, located on First
Street in Westfield.

Guest speaker Corporal Al
Peterson of the Humane Society will
discuss his organization’s efforts to
rescue and aid animals in need. Dur-
ing the club’s regular meeting, there
will be an opportunity to sign up for
a Tuesday, October 20 bus trip to the
Platzl Brauhaus in Pomona, N.Y. for
an Octoberfest celebration. The Rev-
erend Matthew Looney is in charge
of this excursion.

Phyllis and Dominic Lisanti are
in charge of decorations and re-
freshments with the help of Teri
Poplaski, who will call some mem-
bers to bring desserts.

Senior Day to Feature
Golf and Barbecue

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission will
sponsor “Senior Day at Scotch Hills”
on Thursday, September 24. Open to
all Scotch Plains senior citizens, it
will take place at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, located at 820 Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains.

Seniors will have the opportunity
to experience a free round at the
award-winning Scotch Hills mini-
golf course at any time that day.
Along with the free mini-golf, Scotch
Plains seniors will be able to enjoy
golf for free that day on the nine-
hole Scotch Hills Golf Course.

In celebrating “Senior Day,” bingo
will be offered from 10:30 to 11:15
a.m., with prizes awarded to the win-
ners. Additionally, a barbecue will
be held at the Scotch Hills Country
Club from noon to 2 p.m., allowing
seniors to socialize after their mini-
golf or golf rounds.

Seniors who are unable to attend
the barbecue are still welcome to
experience the mini-golf and golf
course anytime that day by going to
the Scotch Hills pro shop and ob-
taining their free round.

For more information, call the
Scotch Plains Recreation Depart-
ment at (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 1221 or 1223.

Seniors Club to Meet
Today at Firehouse

GARWOOD – The next meeting of
the Garwood Senior Citizens Club
will be held today, Thursday, Sep-
tember 3, at noon at the Garwood
Firehouse on South Avenue. Acting
President Eugene Payne will call on
committee chairpersons for their re-
ports. A special program also will be
included.

Trip Coordinator Walter Masczak
has scheduled a “San Gennaro Festi-
val” trip on Tuesday, September 29,
to Li Greci’s on Staten Island, N.Y.
Atlantic City and Las Vegas stars
Andre and Cirell and an All Star Ital-
ian Musical Revue will be featured.

The cost is $43 per person and will
include a choice of menu with a one-
hour open bar, plus wine and soda
during dinner. The bus will leave the
Garwood Firehouse at 10:15 a.m.
and return at approximately 5 p.m.

Birthdays celebrated during Sep-
tember include those of Betty Chris-
topher, Pat DiFabio, Marjorie
Kennedy, Emily Persichino, Nicho-
las Sabbatelli and Fred Unnold.
Members are reminded that the
Garwood Firehouse is open for their
use every Thursday.

Family Education Program
To Address Mental Illness

AREA – Union County residents
are invited to register for the fall
Family-to-Family Education Program
that will begin on Thursday, Septem-
ber 10, at 7 p.m.

Presented by the Union County
Chapter of NAMI (National Alliance
on Mental Illness), the course will
continue on Thursday evenings over
a 12-week period. It will be available
free of charge, with all necessary
materials furnished at no cost.

The course is offered specifically
to the parents, siblings, spouses, teen-
age and adult children and significant
others of individuals with severe and
persistent mental illness. It is not ap-
propriate for those who themselves

suffer from one of the major mental
disorders.

In a confidential setting, loved ones
will learn how to understand and sup-
port their ill relative while maintain-
ing their own wellbeing. NAMI mem-
bers who have completed intensive
training will be the instructors.

The curriculum will cover such con-
ditions as schizophrenia, bipolar disor-
der (manic depression), clinical depres-
sion, panic disorder and obsessive-com-
pulsive disorder, the clinical treatment
of these illnesses and how caregivers
can learn to cope more effectively.

Attendees will learn about the biol-
ogy of the brain, new research, medi-
cations, skills needed to successfully
communicate with a relative and how
to deal with critical periods. Other
topics will include advocacy, fight-
ing stigma and problem solving.

Classes will meet in the Clark Rec-
reation/Municipal Building, located
at 430 Westfield Avenue in Clark.
Registration is required prior to the
beginning of the course. Interested
persons are asked to call Pat Roman
at (732) 382-0762. Refreshments will
be served. To learn more, visit nami-
nj-uc.org.

Seminar to Spotlight
‘Brain Wave Vibration’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will present a seminar
on the book “Brain Wave Vibration”
on Saturday, September 12, at 2 p.m.
This program is open to all Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders.

Written by Dr. Ilchi Lee, the founder
of Dahn Yoga Tai Chi of Westfield,
the book concerns a meditation
method that involves calming down
left-brain “chatter,” so that the brain
stem can be activated. The brain stem
regulates breathing, heartbeat and
other automatic systems in the body.

The theory and benefits of the
method will be covered, along with
some key quotes from the book. Par-
ticipants also will have a chance to try
out some of the exercises. Exercises
will be followed by a sharing time for
attendees to discuss their experience.

To register, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, or sign up at the
circulation desk.

Junior League Seeks Vehicles
For Touch A Truck Event

WESTFIELD – The Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP) currently is seeking trucks
and other vehicles for its third an-
nual Touch A Truck event, which
will be held on Sunday, October 18,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (the rain date
is Sunday, October 25).

As in past years, the event will be
held at the South Avenue Train Sta-
tion parking lot in Westfield. Touch
A Truck is a fundraiser for the JLEP,
a non-profit, volunteer organization
of women that serves those in need
in greater Union County.

Last year, approximately 3,000
people were in attendance to climb,
touch and explore the approximately
70 vehicles featured at the event.

In addition to the trucks and other
vehicles, moon bounces, crafts, face
painting and other family activities
are planned.

Anyone interested in displaying
their vehicle, or seeking more in-
formation about the event, may e-
mail touchatruck@jlep.org.

The JLEP is comprised of women

who are committed to promoting
volunteerism, developing the po-
tential of women and improving the
community through effective action
and leadership of trained volunteers.

Through its members, the JLEP
serves individuals and organizations
in need throughout greater Union
County; its current focus is on fami-
lies in crisis, addressing both pre-
vention and intervention. For more
information, or to learn how to part-
ner with the JLEP, visit jlepnj.org
or call (908) 709-1177.

HANDS-ON FUN…A youngster enjoys sitting in the driver’s seat at the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield’s annual Touch A Truck event. Trucks and other
vehicles are being sought for this year’s event, which will take place from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Sunday, October 18, at the South Avenue Train Station parking lot.
For more information, visit jlepnj.org or call (908) 709-1177.

SHIFMAN MATTRESS
LABOR DAY SALE

SAVE UP TO 65%
50-65% OFF 4 BESTSELLING SETS

FOR 5 DAYS ONLY

EXCEPTIONAL
COMFORT

HANDCRAFTED
QUALITY

NATURAL 
MATERIALS

TWO-SIDED 
MATTRESSES

5 DAYS ONLY!

Come for tremendous savings on

Shifman Mattresses. Shifman is

the ultimate in handcrafted

quality, comfort, and

durability. So if you’ve been

thinking of purchasing

a mattress, now is

the time to do it.

Don’t hesitate!

Bancroft

Sugg.Retail Sale

Twin Ea. Pc $300 $99

Full Ea. Pc. $450 $219

Crystal

Sugg. Retail Sale

Twin Ea. Pc. $440 $220

Full Ea. Pc. $590 $295 

Queen Set $1300 $650 

King Set $2080 $1040 

Jade

Sugg. Retail Sale

Twin Ea. Pc. $590 $295 

Full Ea. Pc. $750 $375 

Queen Set $1670 $835 

King Set $2590 $1295 

diamond p.t.

Sugg. Retail Sale

Twin Set $2200 $1100

Full Set $2680 $1340

Queen Set $2970 $1485

King Set $4230 $2115 

Monday -  Saturday 10-5:30 •  Thursday unt i l  7  •  Sunday 1-5
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

Valley Furniture Shop

- PLUS UP TO $200 INSTANT SAVINGS ON HANDMADE PREMIUM BEDDING -
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Presbyterian Church Plans
Annual Rally Day Activities
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield will hold its an-
nual Rally Day on Sunday, Septem-
ber 13, starting at 9 a.m. on the front
lawn of the church.

This year’s theme will be “Walking
with Jesus.” Everyone is invited to
wear his or her wackiest shoes, socks
and boots. Additionally, attendees are
encouraged to bring a pair or package
of socks to donate to the Agape mis-
sion program that supports a weekly
soup kitchen in Elizabeth. In the event
of rain, the festivities will move into
the Assembly Hall of the Parish
House. The church is located at 140
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

A buffet breakfast, including eggs,
bacon, sausage and rolls, is scheduled
for the event, and an ice cream social
is planned after worship services. In
addition to the food that will be served,
there will be games for children, mu-
sic and information about all the ac-
tivities planned for the coming year.

All commissions and committees
will be on hand to discuss their con-
tributions to church life. The front
lawn will be the place to be to learn
about and sign up for Sunday school
for children, youth and adults, as well
as mission projects and all sections of
the music program. Many of the other

commissions and committees will be
represented as well.

Participants also will have an oppor-
tunity to greet and meet other members
of the congregation, along with visitors
and guests. For more information re-
garding Rally Day, call the church of-
fice at (908) 233-0301 or visit the church
website: westfieldpc.org.

Debbie Hoffman for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RISING IN RANK…New Jersey Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick present Mountainside’s Bobby Vargo with a state resolution
recognizing his rise in rank to Eagle Scout – the highest rank available in Boy
Scouting. The state legislators made the presentation at a recent ceremony at the
Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in Mountainside. Bobby is the son
of Robert and Jo Vargo.

All Saints’ to Commence
New Season on Sept. 13

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sunday,
September 13, the All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church will begin its new church
season. The summer schedule will be
over, and Holy Eucharist will again
be celebrated twice – at 8 and 10 a.m.
The All Saints’ Choir will be back, at
the 10 a.m. service, under the direc-
tion of organist and choirmaster
Sohyun Ahn.

Sunday school registration will take
place on September 13 during Coffee
Hour, with classes beginning one week
later. Classes for pre-kindergarten
through elementary school begin at
9:55 a.m. and last 40 minutes, after
which the children come into church
to join the service of Holy Eucharist.

A Confirmation Class for middle
school and high school students has its
own schedule, for which information
will be available during registration.

A Welcome Back Brunch is sched-
uled for Sunday, September 20, fol-
lowing the 10 a.m. service. This an-

nual event, organized by Shirley
Hamlette and the All Saints’ Hospi-
tality Committee, is a time to meet
and greet both newcomers and long-
time parishioners.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church is
located at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, across from Park Middle
School. Parking is available behind
the church, accessible via Church
Avenue to School Place. The Rever-
end Jane Rockman is rector. For more
information, call (908) 322-8047.

Fanny Wood Day Festivities
To Include Various Contests
FANWOOD – A variety of contests

will be part of the 14th Annual Fanny
Wood Day celebration on Sunday,
October 4. The festival will be held
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the corner of
Martine and South Avenues in down-
town Fanwood. Local businesses are
among the contest sponsors.

The Fanwood Environmental Com-
mission will sponsor its Third Annual
Birdhouse Building contest. Bird-
houses must be hand-made with bird-
friendly material and should be able to
withstand weather conditions for at
least one year. They also should in-
clude a suitable mounting mechanism.
Birdhouses will become the property
of the environmental commission for
use in the Fanwood Nature Center.

An ice cream-eating contest also
will make a return this year. Advance
registration is recommended to reserve
a spot. To register, visit the Double
Dipper Café on South Martine Av-
enue.

A “scavenger hunt” will be open to
all children. Beginning at The Sports
Place on South Avenue, it will take
participants throughout the Fanny
Wood Day vendor area.

The festival’s inaugural Bubble Gum
Blowing Contest, sponsored by Provi-
dent Bank, will be open to children of
all ages. The contest will begin in front
of the event stage at 1:15 p.m. Gum
will be provided and judges will deter-
mine the prize categories, which may
include largest bubble, smallest bubble,
funniest break and most bubbles blown.

In addition to the Fanwood Envi-
ronmental Commission, sponsors for
these contests include Provident Bank,
The Sports Place and The Double Dip-
per Café. They have offered prizes for

each of the events.
A large children’s amusement area,

made possible through the sponsor-
ship of PNC Bank, will open at noon
and once again feature an all-day ad-
mission fee of $10.

For specific information on the con-
tests, including complete rules and
entry forms, access visitfanwood.com.

“It’s going to be a great day for
Fanwood, celebrating our town and
our people, with rides, food, vendors
and contests for everyone,” noted
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr.

TEMPLE EMANU-EL, 756 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.tewnj.org   908-232-6770

A Great Opportunity to Get 
Acquainted with Temple Emanu-El… 
Friday, September 11,  7:00 - 7:45 p.m.
Meet & Greet for Prospective & New Members*
Followed by Shabbat Hallelu service in song at 7:45 p.m. 

 * Get to know our members, clergy, educators and special education staff .

Being part of a community is important.

Experience Temple Emanu-El...
We look forward to you joining our community.

Rabbi Douglas B. Sagal
Cantor Martha T. Novick
Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor   
Rabbi Erin Glazer    
Carolyn Shane, Executive Director
David Gronlund-Jacob, Religious School Principal
Jill Cimafonte, Early Childhood Education Director

Behold how beautiful it is when 
we dwell together.
                                 - Psalm 133:1

Every Signature™ knee
ssssttttaaarrrttttssss  wwiiittthhh ssoommeetthhiinngg uunniiqquue.

You. 

No two knees are alike. That’s why Biomet developed Signature Personalized Patient Care. 
It’s an amazing new technology that allows surgeons to provide for a more custom fit of the 
Vanguard® total knee. Here’s how it works. The Signature™* knee uses your MRI, instead of a 
traditional x-ray, so your surgeon can personalize your implant placement. We call it Patient-
Matched Technology, but what it really means is a knee replacement that’s unique to you. To 
learn more or to find a Signature™ trained surgeon in your area, call or visit our website. The 
Signature™ knee from Biomet. Knee replacement technology that’s inspired by you.

®

biomet.com/patients   I   800.486.4612

There are potential risks to knee replacement surgery, including loosening, dislocation, fracture, wear, and infection, any of which can require 
additional surgery. For additional risk information, visit www.biomet.com and read “Patient Risk Information” for the “Vanguard® Complete Knee 
System,” and talk to your surgeon. The life of any joint replacement will depend on your physical condition, activity levels, willingness to follow 
surgeon’s instructions, and other factors. Only an orthopedic surgeon can determine whether you are a candidate for knee replacement surgery. 
All trademarks herein are the property of Biomet, Inc. or its subsidiaries unless otherwise indicated.

* A collaborative partnership with Materialise™

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Fellowship Village Invites
All to Family Fun Day

AREA – The Fellowship Village
Retirement Community will host
its annual Family Fun Day on Sat-
urday, September 12, from 11:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Admission is free.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy the bluegrass sounds
of the Long Hill String Band and
sing their favorite songs during
Karaoke Hour. The young men of
the Bonnie Brae School’s Knights
Drum Corps also will perform.

Other highlights of the event will
include antique cars and emergency
service vehicles, an electric train to
take visitors around the Village
Green, craft tables, a strolling ma-
gician, clowns, caricature artists,
pony rides and a petting zoo.

Visitors also will be able to stop
by the Community Center for ex-

hibits and sales, including the “Trea-
sures from the Attic” sale, craft and
baked goods and specially priced
items at the Village Store. Original
paintings by resident Rugh Klippel
will be displayed in the Café, and
the community’s rug hookers will
conduct a demonstration.

The 2010 “Fun at Fellowship”
calendar, featuring scenes of resi-
dents posed in humorous costumes
and settings, will be offered. Pro-
ceeds from calendar sales benefit
the Fellowship Village Legacy Fund.

Fellowship Village is a not-for-profit
Continuing Care Retirement Commu-
nity located in Basking Ridge. The
public is invited to tour the village and
share a day of family, fun and fellow-
ship with residents. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 580-3800.

Worship Service Set
For New School Year
WESTFIELD – The Redeemer

Lutheran Church will host its annual
Back-to-School Worship Service on
Wednesday, September 9, at 7 p.m.

Lasting approximately 45 minutes,
the service will focus on Jesus. Prayers
for all students, parents, teachers and
staff throughout the local communi-
ties will be offered. Each person in
attendance will receive a free devo-
tional booklet and a candle to take
home.

The Redeemer Lutheran Church is
located at the corners of Clark Street
and Cowperthwaite Place in
Westfield, one block north of the
Westfield Area “Y” and across the
street from Roosevelt Intermediate
School. For more information, call
the church at (908) 232-1517.

CROP Walk Meeting
On Tap at All Saints’
SCOTCH PLAINS – Representa-

tives from all organizations intending
to participate in this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood CROP Walk are in-
vited to a planning meeting on Sun-
day, September 13, at 2 p.m. It will
take place at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, located at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

This meeting will include distribu-
tion of materials, finalizing the route
and following through on all logisti-
cal details. The CROP Walk will be
held on Sunday, October 18.

CROP Walks take place all over the
country to raise funds for the assis-
tance programs of Church World Ser-
vice. Now is the time for anyone
planning to walk in this year’s event
to find sponsors.

The CROP Walk route is approxi-
mately four miles long, and this year,
it will begin and end at All Saints’
Church. Church World Service re-
turns one quarter of the funds raised
locally to the community. The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood community received
$3,600 from last year’s CROP Walk.
For more information, call All Saints’
Church at (908) 322-8047.

Anchor of Hope Plans
September 11 Dinner
WESTFIELD – Anchor of Hope,

an outreach of the Redeemer Lutheran
Church of Westfield, invites area resi-
dents to attend a free community din-
ner, featuring Jersey Mike’s subs, on
Friday, September 11, at 6 p.m. at 138
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Steve Deats, a member of Chatham
Counsel and Educational Group, will
present tips on coping skills to deal
with today’s stresses and anxieties
and discuss how to maintain hope
during difficult times.

Anchor of Hope is planning other
events for the coming months. In ad-
dition to occasional speakers, there
will be opportunities to participate in
community service projects to help
others have hope. A musical concert
by country singer/composer Don
Wharton is planned for the new year.

For more information and to make
a reservation for September 11, call
the Redeemer Lutheran Church at
(908) 232-1517.

Local Church to Hold
‘Celebration Sunday’
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church will observe a spe-
cial “Celebration Sunday” for mem-
bers, friends and visitors on Septem-
ber 13. The church service will begin
at 10 a.m., with the Reverend David
Jahnke officiating in the sanctuary,
located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues in Fanwood. The
“Praise Band” will be featured.

The festivities will continue at
11:15 a.m. in Westminster Hall on
Marion Avenue with a fair featuring
carnival games, relay races, crafts
and food. Registration for regular
Sunday school classes and multiple
choirs also will take place at this
time. For further information about
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church or
“Celebration Sunday,” call the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

‘Y’ Literature Class
To Begin on Sept. 8

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y”’s Literature Class will hold its
first fall meeting on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8, at the Robert and Virginia
Bauer Family Branch, located at 422
East Broad Street in Westfield, across
from the municipal building.

The 10 meetings will be held on
Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11:15 a.m.,
with a leader. This fall’s book, a clas-
sic, is “The Portable Chekhov” – short
stories by Anton Chekhov. New mem-
bers are welcome. For further details,
call the “Y” at (908) 233-2700.

Rosary Altar Society
Announces Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society
will hold its first meeting for the 2009-
2010 year on Monday, September 14.
It will follow the 7:30 p.m. Mass at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The meeting, open to all women of
the parish, will be held in the school
cafeteria. Tickets for the annual Com-
munion Breakfast to be held on Sun-
day, October 4, at The Westwood in
Garwood will be available at this meet-
ing. Refreshments will be served.
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ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 10
The 12th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 10 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.

It’s Time

Westfield High School Football

For the benefit of Westfield High School athletics and scholarships.

The deadline is September 4.

Place your personal or business ad in the
fall football program published for the full
season at every home game.

Contact Frank at (908) 232-3765

Westfield School Boosters Association

BINKIEWICZ, McNAMARA NAMED SPF CO-CAPTAINS

Raider Footballers Will Face
Cranford in Season Opener

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Old rivalry, new turf field! The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School football team will travel to
Cranford to face the Cougars, coached
by former SPF Athletic Director Eric
Rosenmeier, on their new turf field at
7 p.m. on September 12 in the open-
ing game of a difficult schedule that
features several first-time opponents.

Union, Elizabeth, Plainfield,
Shabazz, Kearny, East Side and
Irvington are no longer on the Raid-
ers’ schedule. Instead, in addition to
Cranford, Warren Hills, Immaculata,
Phillipsburg, Summit, Rahway and

North Hunterdon will join Westfield
and Linden as the Raiders’ oppo-
nents.

“It is what it is. I can’t control what
the other teams are doing. We control
ourselves. The two things you can
control are your attitude and your
effort. All I know is we have to be the
best we can be to give ourselves a
shot,” Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli said.

Last year, the Raiders went through
plenty of growing pains, breaking in
a new quarterback who had to operate
behind an inexperienced line. The
result was a 4-6 season but this sea-
son, senior quarterback Gary

Binkiewicz, still operating with a rela-
tively inexperienced line, is expected
to add some flare to the offense, as
well as strong leadership as a team
captain.

“I think Gary is one of the best
around. He’s got very good arm
strength. He’s got good feet. He’s a
leader. He commands the huddle,”
coach Ciccotelli said.

Some of his flare will be directed to
senior wide receivers Doran Nelson,
Mike Marsan and Mike Burke or jun-
ior Sean Coloney. Senior Alex Gra-
ham and sophomore Anthony Lettera
could offer support as tight ends.

American Revolutionary War Ends
With Treaty of Paris – 9-3-1783

SIX SENIORS SET TO LEAD A JUNIOR HEAVY SQUAD

Blue Devil Boys Are Excited
About New Soccer Schedule

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Juniors will make up the majority
of this year’s Westfield High School
boys soccer team that finished with a
Watchung Conference championship
and a 12-3-3 record last year. With the
Watchung Conference now defunct,
the Blue Devils picked up additional
Union County opponents such as A.L.
Johnson of Clark, Summit, Roselle
and Hillside, in addition to Hunterdon
Central and West Orange.

“It’s certainly nice, in terms of get-
ting home for dinner. I am looking
forward to building rivalries with lo-
cal competition,” Blue Devil Head
Coach George Kapner commented.

With only three practices behind
them, “Nothing is in stone. We are
very inexperienced, so the positions
are up for grabs. We have a lot of
talent. It’s a matter of how hard they
work, how well they fit together and
how healthy we can stay. We are

largely juniors and there are a couple
of freshmen, who will make the team,”
coach Kapner pointed out.

In past seasons, the Blue Devils
have been very strong defensively,
especially last year when they al-
lowed only 11 goals.

“That’s the deal! That’s where you
build from! If we are doing our job
correctly, we will build an excellent
defense and be very stingy again,”
said Kapner.

Three talented athletes, seniors

Adam Fine and Dylan Simon, and
junior Zach Zagorski, are vying for
the last line of defense, the
goalkeeping position.

“Certainly, that’s one of our
strengths, the depth of goalkeepers.
Unfortunately, you only get to play
one of them at a time. I would feel
comfortable with any one of them in
goal,” Kapner said.

Seniors Matt Daly, Ryan Krasnoo,
Bill Sickles, Matt Sanders and Ryan

GIBSON, GORMAN KNOCK RBI, McLEAN HITS HOMER

Russell Road Softballers Nip
Watson Ave. ‘Glory Boys,’ 2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rarely does a low-scoring game
occur in Fanwood Old Men’s Soft-
ball Association playoff action, but
one did at LaGrande Park in Fanwood
on August 25. Russell Road nipped
Watson Avenue, 2-1, when Luke
Cerchio sizzled a single and scored
all the way from first on Mark
Gorman’s RBI single in the seventh
inning.

Both teams managed to hit the ball,
but as faith would have it, those shots
were intercepted by excellent glove
work of the fielders. Russell pitcher
Eric Barlow was on top of his game,
yielding just five hits, a home run to
Jimmy McLean and four singles,
while striking out four and walking
one. Watson ace pitcher Mike Jascow
scattered 11 hits, all singles, while
fanning two and walking none.

Russell’s shortstop Luke Cerchio
made a tough diving grab in the sec-
ond and Lou Cerchio sparkled with

three fine scoops at second base. Third
baseman Gorman devoured back-to-
back liners in the sixth, Craig Gibson
shined in leftfield and Ed Barlow
made three timely grabs at first.
Barlow made four difficult outs, in-
cluding the final out in the seventh
inning.

Watson shortstop McLean leaped
high to snag a liner in the first. Third
baseman Chris Schwartz halted a
potential scoring rally with a double
play in the sixth inning. Vinnie Borda
was credited with two force-outs at
second, Phil Orsini chased down two
difficult fly balls in left field and
Dave Schwartz executed three fine
putouts in right field. Quinton
Redding pulled off two deep-in-the-
hole grabs in right-centerfield.

“Definitely a long season with all
those rainouts and a tough ride
throughout the playoffs. Hats off to
Watson! Both teams played excellent
ball and the pitching was as good as it
gets. Eric (Barlow) had a heck of a

game. Offensively, we pressed really
hard throughout the game but we left
too many guys on the bases and that’s
really frustrating when you don’t get
those runs across. But, after all is said
and done, we ended up on the better
half of the stick,” said Lou Cerchio.

In the bottom of the first inning,
McLean deposited his solo home run
somewhere deep into left-center-field
to give Watson a 1-0 lead. In the

Fred K. Lecomte (October 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RELYING ON HIS SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Raider senior quarterback Gary Binkiewicz, No. 9, will share the respon-
sibilities as team captain with senior Mitch McNamara.
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SCOTCH PLAINS $395,000
Beautiful 7 room Colonial offers 3 Bed-

rooms, 1.1 baths.  Recent updates in-

clude new Kitchen, central air condi-

tioning, forced hot air and windows.

Refinished hardwood floors through-

out.  Also features a Sunroom, cov-

ered patio and a deep lot.

MOUNTAINSIDE $499,000
Wonderful Split features 8 rooms and of-
fers 2.1 baths, Living Room and Formal
Dining Room with vaulted ceiling.  Eat-
In Kitchen and updated main bath.  Ter-
rific location just a block from Deerfield
School and baseball fields.  Large, level
lot.  Spacious floor plan with room for
everyone.  Master Bedroom has full bath.

MOUNTAINSIDE $749,500
Newer center hall Colonial with 10
rooms including 5 large Bedrooms, 3.1
baths, Family Room with fireplace and
sliding glass door to yard that opens to
Kitchen, spacious Master Bedroom with
walk-in closet, full bath and office, 2nd

floor laundry, bonus 1st floor Bedroom
with full bath and lovely, landscaped lot.

SCOTCH PLAINS $729,000
Spacious 4 Bedroom, 3.1 bath Colo-

nial nestled on nearly an acre of park-

like property. Path to covered foot-

bridge leads to Frazee House, soon to

be developed park property. Home in-

cludes a gas fireplace in the Living

Room and Family Room and a 26' x

18' 3-season Room.

WESTFIELD $845,000
You can relax the enjoy the beauty of

“The Gardens” in this Charming

1800’s Victorian with screened-in

front porch.  Offers 9 rooms and in-

cludes 4 Bedrooms, 1.1 baths. Wood

floors, fireplace in Formal Dining

Room, beamed ceiling and sun-filled

rooms enhance this wonderful home.

WESTFIELD $1,495,000
Brand new Primavera designed Colo-

nial offers 4569 sq. ft. of decadent in-

dulgence.  Elegant sophistication

abounds throughout this amazing

home.  Non-stop upgrades and features

are standard Primavera trademarks as

well as their one-of-a-kind custom

staircase and open layout.

WESTFIELD $889,000
Classic center hall Colonial with all the

vintage charm:  high ceilings, deep

moldings, wide archways, expansive

windows, hardwood floors.  Great

room flow with large Family Room

addition of spacious Kitchen, Living

Room with fireplace, 1st floor laundry,

large Master Bedroom Suite with walk-

in closet and full bath.

WESTFIELD $1,399,000
Picturesque Colonial with an abun-

dance of charm!  Beautifully renovated

and expanded with top quality crafts-

manship, exceptional detailing and

stylish décor.  Open floor plan and

filled with light.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RETURNING WITH EXPERIENCE…The Blue Devil boys soccer team has six seniors returning with varsity experience.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row, Ricky Knapp, Bill Sickles and Ryan Krasnoo; back row, Dylan Simon, Ryan Jennings
and Adam Fine.
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Post 3 Legion Teams
Had a Decent Summer

The Martin Wallberg Post 3 Senior
American Legion team finished the
rain-drenched summer with a 6-7
record, losing no less than four games
by a single run.

“We had a 24-game schedule, but
11 games were rained out and never
made up,” third-year coach Ken Miller
said. “It was crazy.”

Here are the Post 3 players (alpha-
betically, with some stats): Rob
Anderson 3b (.250, team-high 10
RBI), Kevin Clancy lf (.303), Steve
Forgash cf (.378), Greg Fortino lf,
Max Fusaro 2b-c (.267), Brett Johnson
rf (.312), Dan Kerr 1b (.360), A.J.
Murray c (.467), Tony Mastrocola c,
Tripp Nugent p (25 IP, 5.12 ERA),
Joe Ondi cf (.225), Phil Russo ss-p-
2b (1-1), Aiden Scanlon p (4-0), Jus-
tin White p (28 IP, 4.17 ERA), Tim
Younger ss (.220).

It should be noted that the league
went back to wooden bats – YEAH!!!!
– which accounted for, a) lower aver-
ages, b) close games, c) lower scores,
d) faster games, and e) the playing of
“real” baseball.

Meanwhile, the Post 3 Junior team
was 9-5, 9-4 during the regular sea-
son.

Here are the players for coach Brian
Sloan’s team (alphabetically): James
Barry 2b (.200), Mike Coletta 1b
(.276), Ryan Elliott c-rf (.323), Justin
Erickson p-lf (.421, 0-1), Ryan Ferraro
2b-ss (.063), Taylor Friss c-3b (.261),
Alex Graf p-3b (.267, 1-1), Jon
Gribbin 2b-ss (.304), James Kowalski
cf-p (.091), Mike Mondon p-3b (.222,
2-1), Aris Psyhojos lf-2b (.056), John
Randazzo rf (.045), Will Riggs 1b-c
(.200), Matt Rivera p-lf (.238, 3-0),
Brett Ryan p-ss (.233, 1-2), Matt
Varakian cf (.226), Dan Wickens p-
3b (.158, 2-0).

The team highlight of the summer
came on Tuesday, July 28, when Sloan
and his wife, Deena, became the proud
parents of Gracie Michelle, who came
in at 5 pounds, 15 ounces.

And let’s not forget the Post 3
Sophomore team, coached by Brian
Ciemniecki, which rallied from seven
runs down late in the game to beat
Berkeley Heights, 9-8, and capture
the Union County championship.
Team members included: Max Bohar,
Eric Demers, Liam Devin, Quinn
Dursee, Nick Ferry, Noah Ganz, Brian
Githens, Jake Greenberg, Mark
Hartzell, Jake Heroux, Jon Nanna,
Drew Palumbo, Dave Soloman, Scott
Thompson, and Ryan Tormey.

Former WHS and Post 3 star Mike
Murray had an outstanding summer.
Playing for the Chatham Anglers in
the Cape Cod League, the Wake For-
est senior-to-be hit .347, second in
the league, and was named to the all-
league team. He also was named to
the league’s all-star team that played
in Boston’s Fenway Park in late July.

“That was a once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience,” Murray said. “There were
almost 20,000 fans. I got to take (bat-
ting practice) and bounce a few off

Devil of the Week
Will Return On
September 17

the (Green) Monster (Fenway’s left-
field wall). In the game, I threw out a
guy stealing and almost hit a home
run, near Pesky’s Pole (in the right-
field corner). It just curved foul.”

Still haven’t decided whether or
not I like the “graduated seniors can’t
play” thing that WHS/Post 3 (and
many other teams) uses these days. If
there was somewhere for the recent
WHS grads to play summer baseball
without having to drive an hour (Jer-
sey Shore League, Blue Mountain
League, Rancocas Valley League), it
might be different. I know that it was
fun in the ’60s watching Post 3 play
deep into the state tournament every
August.

IN PASSING
Jimmy Rankin, Holy Trinity High

School ’67, passed away on July 29.
Played a lot of ball with “Rank” back
in the day. Long arms. A good de-
fender and rebounder, and just a re-
ally good guy who spent the last years
of his life working with special edu-
cation kids in Jersey City. He was a
member of the ’66 Franklin Bowlers
of the YMCA Basketball Associa-
tion, a powerhouse team that also
included Rich (Rock) Hunton, Ralph
Dello Russo, Donnie Smith, Mike
Mease, Dennis Felter, Bruce Hunt,
Ron Goski, Dennis Ryan, Bob Cutrer
and Larry Coles.

Ran into “Rank” a couple years
back on South Avenue, near C.J.’s. It
was good to see him. And then I
headed to my car and he headed to-
ward the circle. It was like at the end
of the movie “Stand By Me,” where
the four kids return from their over-
night experience and each of them
heads their own way and though they
were close at this point in their lives,
they see less and less of each other
over the years. Eventually, that magi-
cal moment, and their youth, barely
remain a memory.

THIS AND THAT
The final preseason scrimmage for

the ’09 WHS football team is tomor-
row night at 6 in Livingston. The
Lancers won the North 1 Group 4 title
last fall for coach Bill Tracy, a WHS
assistant under Jim Benedict and Ed
Tranchina. Tracy, however, has taken
the head coaching position at Ridge,
which was left open when “Run It
Up” Tony Mottola left after his only
winning season as the Red Devils’
coach to take over at struggling North-
ern Valley Demarest.

Ron Barner joined the WHS fac-
ulty in 1975, ostensibly as an English
teacher. But the Rahway High School
graduate also began what would be-
come a 30-year run as a Westfield
football coach (mostly working with
the varsity offensive line and line-
backers) in 1975. That year he and
Sal DeSimone handled the Roosevelt
eighth grade team, which went 2-2
and included players like Dondi
Chambliss, Paul Harbaugh and Greg
Hobson. He became a varsity assis-
tant in 1980, serving under Gary

Kehler (1980-82), Dick Zimmer
(1983), Ed Tranchina (1985-93, 1996-
2005) and Jim Benedict (1994-95).
Barner earned the nickname “Gunga
Din” because of his “playing of the
pipes” before football games … and
also because one of his favorite au-
thors was Rudyard Kipling. With his
son Colin graduating this past June,
“Gunga” retired from teaching. No
more booming voice blasting out of
room 119.

Jim Hely (’68) – who spent his
senior year hiking the ball to Bob
Brewster, opening holes for Bruce
Otzman, Drew Viglianti and Paul
Byrne and closing them as a defen-
sive tackle – was one of the state’s top
trial lawyers the past 29 years. On
July 17 he took a giant step up, being
named a Judge of the New Jersey
Superior Court. “Judge Jim” will be
handling jury trials in criminal and
civil cases, including matrimonial and
complex business disputes.

Second a year ago, WHS did not
even make the top five in Group 4 this

year for the sixth ShopRite Cup.
Points are awarded for team state and
sectional championships. The top 5
in Group 4 this year were: 1. South-
ern Regional, 2. Hunterdon Central,
3. Brick Memorial, 4. Randolph, 5.
Ridge.

WHS owned a 24-8-1 advantage
over SP-F in head-to-heads during
the 2008-2009 school year. The Dev-
ils led 17-4 in male sports, 7-4-1 in
female sports.

August 19 – the 20th anniversary
of the hit-and-run death of former
Merchants player-coach Bob Turner
on the Garden State Park way – came
and went without Tamaques 4 being
named in his memory. Why? Nobody
at the town’s recreation department
would return my letters, e-mails and
phone calls, so I’m not sure why.
Nothing against Marty Burke and Al
Moeller, but it’s hard to imagine that
they are any more deserving of hav-
ing a field (T-2) named in their
memory than is Robert Turner.

Speaking of the Merchants, Ed
Thorne (’64) and brother Mel (’71)
“returned to the garden,” so to speak,
going to Bethel, N.Y., August 14-16,
to relive their Woodstock experience
of 40 years earlier. With brother Rick
(’67) joining them, Ed reports having
a great time, with some great music.

DID YOU KNOW?
Former WHS stars Gerry McGinley

(’48) and Karney Scioscia (’46) were
both selected in the NFL Draft on
Jan. 17, 1952.

McGinley, a guard/linebacker at
Penn, was taken in the 10th round by
the Philadelphia Eagles (113th over-
all). Scioscia, a linebacker out of
Maryland, was picked on the 27th
round by the Chicago Bears (No.
332).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

Early September 2007: Three-
year starter John Dugan (end), Ryan
Scanlon (tackle), Scott Newman and
Malcolm Allen (inside linebackers –
ILB) will lead the Westfield High
School football team to another suc-
cessful season.

Early September 2006: The
Raider football team return a large
group of talented, hardworking vet-
erans, who must tackle a challenging
schedule. Seniors Tom Pennella, Greg
Brand, Colin Campbell and John
Badala had been selected team cap-
tains.

Early September 2006: Three
scrimmages has given Blue Devil
football Head Coach Jim DeSarno a
good idea of what is needed to be
done to prepare for the home opener
against a strong Linden team this
Saturday, September 9, at 1 p.m.
Looking to get their team into smooth
working order are senior Co-Cap-
tains Ryan Yarusi (Tailback/outside
linebacker) and Will Harbaugh
(Guard/inside linebacker).

Labor Day, 2004: First-year entry
St. Kilian, winner of the Angel’s Di-

vision, dethroned returning champion
and Saints Division champion St.
Anne, 7-4, to lay claim to the
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League title at Brookside
Park. Kilian right-centerfielder Lou
Balestriere snagged a difficult line
drive with the tying run on first to
preserve the victory and to mark his
fourth straight personal champion-
ship.

August 30, 2000: One more game
could be all that remains for the
Russell Road (Sun Tavern) team to
achieve its seventh straight Fanwood
Old Men’s Softball Association title.
Tim Walsh broke a 1-1 tie with an
RBI single in the bottom of the sev-
enth to give the “Roadsters” the vic-
tory in the first game of the best-of-
three series against a stubborn
Montrose squad at La Grande Park.

August 30, 1998: Congregation
Beth Israel won its fourth game in-a-
row by battering an undermanned
Club 40 team in Jewish Community
Center Softball League action at
Tamaques Park. Marty Marks man-
handled a two-run homer and knocked
in four runs, and “Birthday Boy” Joel
Horowitz happily hammered a three-
run homer to help ruin Club 40’s day.

Raider Footballers Will Face
Cranford in Season Opener

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

According to Ciccotelli, “Doran,
we think, is very talented. Last year
was his first year. There was a lot of
learning going on. This year, he is
more mature. We feel we have a strong
group of receivers. He’s (Binkiewicz)
going to have a lot of options.”

Besides Binkiewicz’s mobility, se-
nior Javen Hawkins and junior
Quintin Blackwell will add quick-
ness to the tailback position and jun-
ior fullback Neville Hall could inflict
blocking punch.

“Whether the passing game sets up
the run or the run sets up the passing
game, that’s what we will try to do.
Neville Hall, I think is going to be a
good fullback. We have two kids at
tailback, who have different strengths.
We will try to take what the defense
gives us,” Ciccotelli said.

Presently, the offensive line consists
of junior John Howarth (center), senior
Dave Kreps and junior Mike Tufaro as
guards, and junior Matt Manns and
seniors Mitch McNamara (co-captain)
and Jake Schrek as tackles.

“We are in the process of putting
that together,” said Ciccotelli. “In the
line, we basically have one kid who
started and another who got some
time. When they start gelling and

working together, I think they will do
alright.”

Defensively, the Raiders’ backfield
has the most experience with safeties
Binkiewicz and J C Davidson (jun-
ior), and corners Marsan, Nelson and
Blackwell. Inside linebackers will be
juniors Hall, Kyle Berwick and
Marcus Rivera. Outside linebackers
will be Hawkins, Coloney and Gra-
ham. McNamara and sophomore Dan
Lynch will play nose guard and the
down linemen are expected to be
Tufaro, Kreps, Manns and Schrek.

“Our secondary is strong. We have
very good kids in the secondary. Up
front, we are rebuilding a little bit. At
linebacker, we lost some very good
linebackers. We have one linebacker
back,” Ciccotelli said. “These kids
are going to have to work their way
into it and it is our job to coach them.”

Coach Ciccotelli is still consider-
ing the candidates for kickoff and
punt returns but Burke will handle all
of the kicking responsibilities. “I think
he can handle it. He’s been solid with
his extra points. He punted well yes-
terday (in scrimmage),” he said.

The Raiders’ first home game will
be against Warren Hills on Saturday,
September 26.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004180

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15973-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR LONG
BEACH MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-5

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA THOMAS; PHILIP A.

THOMAS, HER HUSBAND; LONG BEACH
MORTGAGE COMPANY; THEODORE CH.
HARAMIS, M.D., HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND OR INTEREST

Sale Date: 09/09/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen
and 03/100*** $557,818.03.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 259 RAVENS WOOD,
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8.M in Block No. 3.N
Dimention of Lot Approximately: .381 AC
Nearest Cross Street: HAWK RIDGE
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

line of Raven’s Wood which point is distant
therein along the same in a general southeast-
erly direction 129.30 feet from its point of curve
leading into Hawk Ridge, said beginning point
also marking the dividing line between lot 12 and
lot 13 on a certain map hereinafter mentioned
and from said beginning point running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 15, 2009: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Eight and 44/
100*** $628,498.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/13, 8/20, 8/27
& 9/3/09 Fee: $197.88

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004369

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-18485-08

Plaintiff: WACHOVIA BANK, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION

VS.
Defendant: BRIAN K. CHENEY; GRACE M.

CHENY; FRANCES B. KULIK
Sale Date: 09/23/2009
Writ of Execution: 01/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Eighty Fivc Thou-
sand Nine Hundred Twelve and 65/100***
$85,912.65.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains.

In the County of Union and the State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 542 Westfield
Avenue

Tax Lot 34 in Block 2501
Dimensions of Lot (approximately): 50 feet x

150 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Subject to: Washington Mutual $250,000.00

February 2009
Total Upset:  ***Ninety Eight Thousand Six

Hundred Sicty Three and 14/100*** $98,663.14
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
MCCABE, WEISBERG & CONWAY, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 600
WESTMONT, NEW JERSEY  08108
(856) 858-7080
4 T - 8/27, 9/3, 9/10
& 9/17/09 Fee: $165.24

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004426

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-12615-08A

Plaintiff: CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
VS.
Defendant: CATHERINE D. SMYTHE,

DUNCAN SMYTHE, JP MORGAN CHASE
BANK, NA

Sale Date: 09/23/2009
Writ of Execution: 07/27/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Eighty Eight Thousand Four Hundred Seventy
Five and 84/100*** $488,475.84.

Property to be sold is located in the Town if
Westfield, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 21 SANDY
HILL ROAD, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

BEING KNOWN as LOT 31, BLOCK 5503, on
the official Tax Map of the Town of Westfield

Dimensions: 91.00 feet x 110.00 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Bell Drive
Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Sixty Thousand

Eight Hundred Sixteen and 83/100***
$560,816.83 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or
other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY  08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 8/27, 9/3, 9/10
& 9/17/09 Fee: $189.72

A & J  PAINTING
“The Painting Pros”

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Staining

Deck Sealing & Staining

Complete Power Washing Services

732-388-0717
Ask for John

NJHIC#13VH00608200     Fully Insured

Free Estimates

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

A–1  PAINTING &
POWERWASHING
Specializing in Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes – Interior  & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Handy manny
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, SECOND GENERATION CARPENTERS

Custom Additions & Renovations
Add-A-Levels & Dormers
All General Repairs

Custom Carpentry & Painting
Garages & Decks
Kitchens & Bathrooms

908-868-2844
    Fully Insured – References – NJ Lic.# 13VHOO225300

aLL WORK GUaRanTEEd – FREE ESTImaTES

Finish Basements & French Drain Systems

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable
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Russell Road Softballers Nip
Watson Avenue Men, 2-1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every rung on the ladder that leads
to the St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League championship game
to be held on Labor Day stood before
St. Anne, last in the Saints Division,
but the first step was taken properly in
a 9-7 victory over St. Joseph at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
August 26.

St. Anne leadoff hitter Mike Walch
made things happen by singling and
scoring in all three of his at bats.
Damon Roth made his three at bats
very useful with a two-run double, an
RBI sacrifice fly and an RBI
groundout. Chris Giordano (RBI) and
Joe Tilocca donated well to Annes’
18-hit total with three hits apiece.
Scott Curtis (RBI) doubled, singled
and scored twice. Harold Hopler, Tom
Rutkowski and Mike Surbrug each
singled and scored, while Scott
Friedrichs tapped an RBI single and
an RBI sac fly. Cody Brown (RBI)
and Joe McEvoy each singled.

St. Joseph totaled 14 hits and Ed
Marchelitis cracked a two-run triple,
singled and scored once. Charlie Baier
bashed a two-run single and an RBI
single, while Matt Betau doubled twice
and scored twice. Lou Blau doubled
and scored once, Pete Chemidlin
singled twice and scored twice, and
Tom Ulichny rapped an RBI single
and scored once. Walt Patrylo (RBI),
Pat Luongo, Tony Perfilio and Dean
Talcott each added a single.

Walch singled in the top of the first
inning and used crafty base running
to put himself in a good position to
score on Roth’s groundout to second.
Patrylo, at shortstop, and Blau, at
second, each hauled in a difficult
popup to keep St. Anne silent in the

second then St. Joseph plated two
runs on Baier’s single to right in the
second to take a 2-1 lead. After third
baseman Marchelitis pulled off a
physical double play, halting the base
runner in his tracks between second
and third then throwing to first, team-
mate Luongo shouted as the Joes came
in to bat in the third, “It’s here to take.
We are in it!”

Unfortunately for the Joes, Anne
catcher Brown made a heads up play
by grabbing a dribbler in front of the
plate and firing to first for a putout to
silence their bats. With Walch lead-
ing off in the fourth, teammate Stan
Lesniewski whispered, “Mike! Let’s
manufacture another run.”

Walch singled again and scored the
first of three runs to give St. Anne’s a
4-2 lead. Joe Negley led off the fourth
for the Joes and Perfilio suggested,
“Line drives Joe! No reaching for it.”
Marchelitis added, “We do our busi-
ness on the ground.”

Negley flied out to left but the Joes,
however, scored four runs, which in-
cluded Marchelitis’ two-run triple, to
regain the lead, 6-4.

As St. Anne came to bat in the fifth,
Walch reminded his team, “Come on
Guys! Playoff time! Let’s hit!”

Rutkowski, McEvoy and Tilocca
tapped back-to-back singles and
Brown followed with an RBI
groundout. Then in the sixth inning,
Roth sliced his two-run double, Curtis
created an RBI on a fielder’s choice
and Friedrichs poked an RBI single
to put the Annes ahead, 9-6. St. Joe’s
final run came in the bottom of the
inning when Betau doubled and
scored on Patrylo’s single up the
middle.
St. Anne 100 314 0 9
St. Joseph 020 401 0 7

HOMES WILL OFFER:
· New Cul-de-sac location.
· Designs by the Award Winning Architectural firm  of Beer and Coleman. 
· Floor plans starting at 4000 square feet 
· 3 Car Side Entry Garage’s
· Finished Basements (2 of 3 with Walk Out Potential)
· Landscape Package including sod, lawn sprinkling, retaining walls, and shrubs.
· Half acre + lots backing up to St. Helen’s Church and Tamaques Park 
· Generous allowances for cabinets, countertops, appliances, light fixtures, and Front Door. 

All Sales through Daunno Realty Services, LLC. For new home standards or a brief description of the construction process, 

please feel free to call us at 732-396-3995 or visit us on the web at: www.daunno.com

Pre-Construction Pricing starting at $1,749,000.

Subject to errors and omissions. Prices and incentives subject to change without notice. Qualified Buyers Only. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Forest Glen Estates is a 3 lot 
sub-division on a new cul-de-sac 
located in Westfield, New Jersey. 
The new road has been constructed 
adjacent to Rahway Ave and will be 
exclusive to the three homes. 

Daunno Development Company, LLC

is Proud to Present

second inning, after two fine putouts
by Barlow, Watson threatened when
Dave Schwartz and Borda each ripped
singles and advanced into scoring
position. Lou Cerchio, however,
doused hope with a dirt-grabbing
scoop and relayed the ball in time to
first for the putout.

Russell’s “metal bats” activated in
the third when Tony Melendez slapped
a single, swiped a base and scored on
Gibson’s sacrifice fly to center to tie
the game at 1-1. After three innings of
effective pitching and standout de-
fensive play, Russell Road threatened
in the fifth when John Thepilko and
Luke Cerchio each singled and ad-
vanced on Gorman’s sac fly but
Jascow snuffed out the threat with
two strikeouts.

In the sixth, Marino singled to left
and Rick Passananti singled to right.
Chris Schwartz, however, kept Watson
off the board with a fine putout and
McLean collared a ball resulting into

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DANCING TO SECOND…Russell Road’s Tony Melendez shows his 1-2-3 step
after reaching second base. Melendez later scored on Craig Gibson’s RBI single.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SECOND DOUBLE OF THE EVENING…St. Joseph slugger Matt Betau creates
a cloud of dust as he slides into second base with his second double of the evening.
St. Anne second baseman Chris Nardi fields the ball.

Babooshka Sweeps Awnings
For UC 50+ Softball Crown
The Babooshka men’s softball team

swept second-seeded Awnings Ga-
lore, 20-4 and 10-1, to repeat as the
Union County Senior 50+ Softball
League (UCSSL) champions. Previ-
ously, Babooshka swept the Ameri-
can Legion in the first round, 21-11
and 18-3.

The team was led in the playoffs by
Joe Massimino (.933 batting aver-
age, 4 HRs), Tony Williams (.714, 4
HRs), Ed Belford (.714), Angelo
Corbo (.692), Dave Lavelle (.643)
and Tom Straniero (.625) as the de-
fending champions had dedicated this
season to Dom Deo, former manager
and team founder, who passed away
last August.

In Game 1, Awnings jumped out to
a 4-0 lead in the top of the first, but
Belford pitched a masterful shutout
the rest of the way. Tony Williams
relayed a strike to his brother Brian at
second base to gun down a player
trying to stretch a single to end the
inning.

Babooshka stringed seven straight
hits together as Straniero (4-for-4)
led off the bottom of the first with a
massive home run, followed Belford’s
single, Massimino’s (3-for-3) double,
Tony Williams’ HR (3-for-3, 3 HR’s,
5 RBI), Larry Esoldo’s triple, Corbo’s
single, Keith Gibbons’ single and
Lavelle’s single to go up 5-4.

Frank Pepe (3-for-3) led off the
second with a single and scored on
Steve Ferro’s hit. Massimino and Tony
Williams hit back-to-back homers in
the third. In the fifth, Tim Deegan,
Brian Williams, Pepe, Straniero and

Belford single and Massimino fol-
lowed with a homer to produce an-
other six runs. Esoldo made three
defensive gems at third as Awnings
went down 1-2-3 in the fifth, then
Massimino and Esoldo whacked
back-to-back homers, followed by
Corbo’s double and five straight
singles from Gibbons, Brian Will-
iams, Pepe, Ferro and Straniero to
end the game due to a mercy rule.

In Game 2, Babooshka displayed
offensive and defensive brilliance.
Belford pitched magnificently and ini-
tiated three double plays (Belford-to-
Williams-to-Massimino) to quiet the
Awnings bats. Straniero tracked down
a long fly ball in leftfield late in the
game. Awnings finally pushed across
a run in the bottom of the seventh.

Babooshka scored three runs in the
first on Belford’s single and three
straight doubles from Massimino,
Tony Williams and Esoldo. In the
third, Belford singled, Massimino
doubled, Williams singled and Esoldo
went yard for another four runs. In
the fifth, Ferro walked, Straniero
tripled, Belford doubled and
Massimino and Esoldo both singled
for the final score.

In the 20-year history of the
UCSSL, this is the 10th league cham-
pionship for Babooshka, originally
known as Comcast. This team also
formerly known as Lombardi/
Greenskeepers, American Legion and
last year Bare Necessities has also
competed successfully in the State
tournament, winning once, finishing
second and third twice.

St. Anne Steps Up Notch,
Eliminates St. Joseph, 9-7

a double play.
The winning run came in the sev-

enth when Evan Shapiro hopped a
single, Lou Cerchio buzzed a single
to center and Gorman positioned his
RBI single to shallow leftfield.

With their backs to the wall,
Redding hollered, “We got to do it
now. Lets win this thing right now.”

It did not happen. Russell Road
won to advance to the semifinal round.

“We committed a big error in that
last inning but that’s alright. We just
did not put together enough hits when
it counted but both teams played great
defense and the pitching was fine.
This is the best team I have ever
played on and to go out with a one run
loss is okay with me. It was a good
season, just disappointed we could
not advance into the championship
game once again,” said team Watson
leader Redding.
Russell Road 001 000 1 2
Watson Avenue 100 000 0 1

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Playoffs:

50+ “A” DIVISION
Babooshka 20, Awnings Galore 4

See story.
Babooshka 10, Awnings 1

Babooshka wins the “ A” Division
playoffs. See story.

50+ “B” DIVISION:
Molly Maguire’s 17, Driftwood Bar
& Grill 16

Molly’s scored four runs in the
bottom of the first and kept piling it
on, building a 17-5 lead going into the
seventh inning. But Linda’s Cinderella
team scored 11 runs. Jim Harman,
Glenn Zuhl and Pat Ahern each went
3-for-3, and John Hartnett homered
to support Bill Hinkle’s complete
game. John Esposito (2-for-3, walk,
grand slam home run), Steve Adase,
Joe Bakunas and Paul Brody (each 3-
for-3) led Linda’s.

Molly Maguire’s defeated Linda’s
two games to one to advance to the
finals.
Molly Maguire’s 15, Contact Lens
& Vision 12

The Lensmen took a five-run, first-
inning lead and held a 12-8 lead go-
ing into the bottom of the sixth. Molly
Maguire’s scored seven runs in the

frame with Mike DeChiaro’s single
driving in the lead run and John Allen
adding a single providing two insur-
ance runs. Glenn Zuhl (3-for-3) and
Bill Hinkle (4 RBI) led the victors.
For Contact Lens, Peter Byer with a
home run, Kerry Gelb, Billy Early
and Victor Dudash had big games at
the plate.

60+ DIVISION:
Kilkenny House 15, LA Law 1

Kilkenny eliminated LA Law in
two straight. Kilkenny advanced to
the finals where they play TLC.
TLC 7, Creative Industries 5

TLC swept the series to eliminate
Creative for the first time in nine
years. Bob Lorincz led TLC with
three hits and Fred DiMartino’s strong
pitching was backed up by four double
plays. Creative had scoring opportu-
nities but double plays kept them
from making a run.
Kilkenny House 11, TLC 3

Strong hitting from top to bottom
and Howie Busch’s pitching led
Kilkenny. TLC scored two late in-
ning runs to close out the scoring.
Don Montefusco’s three hits led
Kilkenny.

Jennings, and juniors Evan Heroux
and Phil Mendel will strengthen the
backfield.

“We have some excellent marking
backs. Ryan Krasnoo, Ryan Jennings,
Matt Daly are very, very tight, excel-
lent markers,” Kapner noted.

Although inexperienced somewhat
at the varsity level, the host of
midfielders look promising.

“We are putting everything to-
gether, literally from scratch. If we
stay healthy, our midfield is going to
be very good. Joe Greenspan, Ryan
Heine, Eric Byer, Andrew Garfinkel
(all juniors). Maybe Evan Heroux!
We are trying to decide whether to
leave him in the back or move him,”
Kapner said.

Others vying for the midfield posi-
tion are seniors Ricky Knapp and
Max St. Lifer, and juniors Brandon
Gold, Brian Monteiro, Dan Elides,

Steve Korn and Ian Korn.
The candidates for the striker po-

sitions are seniors Kevin Clancy and
Ian Mackenzie, junior Mike Jones
and freshman Henry Smith. In the
past, scoring has been a problem but,
“I don’t think that is going to be as
much of a problem this year. Mike
Jones and Kevin Clancy were stars
on the JV’s last year and each one
scored pretty well. Henry Smith
might be an excellent striker,” coach
Kapner said.

The Blue Devils’ season opener
will be at East Brunswick on Satur-
day, September 12, at 10 a.m. After
playing at Union on Monday, Sep-
tember 14, the Blue Devils will host
rival Cranford on Thursday, Septem-
ber 17, at 4 p.m.

“We have talent to be a good team
and, with the right attitude, we could
be a great team,” said Kapner.

Blue Devil Boys Are Excited
About New Soccer Schedule

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

The Scotch Plains Fanwood (SPF)
baseball team won the Suburban
League High School Division cham-
pionship. The 16-year-olds played
teams from Essex and Morris coun-
ties in the eight-team league through-
out June and July. The team won
three straight playoff games, 3-2, 9-
0, 7-2, to claim the trophy.

“The team came together in a big
way for the playoffs and played their
best three games,” said Manager Don
Parisi. “We played tremendous de-
fense and only gave up three total hits
in the three playoff games.”

In the first round against second-
seeded West Essex, Santino Butler
hit an RBI single in the third to give
SPF a 1-0 lead. In the bottom of the
inning, winning pitcher John Howath
gave up his only hit, a two-run homer
but SPF plated two runs in the next
inning thanks to some daring base
running by Benjamin Parisi and in-
field hits by Chris Smith and Kyle
Berwick.

In the fifth, third baseman Matt
D’Apuzzo made a diving stab and
threw to first, where Mike Tufaro
scooped up the ball for the out. In a
dramatic seventh inning, with one
out, West Essex had the tying run on
third and the winning run on second,
but SPF got the next two batters out
with a grounder to the pitcher and a
strikeout.

Tufaro threw a no-hitter in the sec-
ond game against Hanover Park. Sec-
ond baseman Parisi, centerfielder
Butler, leftfielder Smith and right
fielder Evan Hubbard made good
grabs to aid Tufaro’s outstanding
pitching. Third baseman D’Apuzzo
threw a batter out from his knees and
second baseman Steve Loshiavo
stopped a hard grounder and threw to
first for another out. SPF scored a pair
of runs in the first inning and added
runs as the game continued.

SPF scored five runs, including a

steal of home by Evan Silverman, in
the first inning of the championship
game against Livingston. Connor
Thompson pitched four innings for
the win. Rory Szeto pitched the fifth
inning, when SPF turned a sharp
double play (shortstop Thompson to
second baseman Mike Spaeth to first
baseman Parisi). Spaeth relieved up
to earn the save.

Nick Stawicki provided regular-
season power hitting and Brendon
Canavan and Matt Ciabatarri made
solid contributions.

The SPF roster consisted of Parisi,
D’Apuzzo, Silverman, Hubbard, Nick
Stawicki, Smith, Butler, Spaeth,
Tufaro, Matt Ciabatarri, Szeto,
Brendon Canavan, Howarth, Connor
Thompson, Loshiavo, Berwick and
Jordan Claussen. Manager Parisi was
assisted during the season by coaches
Dominic Ciabatarri, Dave Thomp-
son, Rob Howarth and Jim Spaeth.

SP-F Age 16 Boys Capture
Summer Baseball Crown

BASEBALL CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball team recently
won the Suburban League High School Division championship. Pictured, left to
right, are: front row, Evan Hubbard, Evan Silverman, Steve Loshiavo, Connor
Thompson, Kyle Berwick and Ben Parisi; back row, Brendon Canavan, Matt
Ciabbatari, Santino Butler, Rory Szeto, John Howarth, Mike Tufaro, Mike
Spaeth, Chris Smith and Coach Parisi. Missing: Matt D’Apuzzo, Nick Stawicki,
Jordan Clausen, Coach Ciabbatari and Coach Thompson.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of August 25:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Aloysius 17   6 .739
St. Matthew 11 12 .478
St. Patrick 10 12 .455
St. Stephen 10 13 .435
St. Anthony   6 16 .273

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. David 16   7 .695
St. Jude 14   9 .609
St. Luke 12 12 .500
St. Joseph 10 14 .417
St. Anne   9 14 .391

St. Aloysius 10, St. Anthony 5
Seven runs in the seventh inning

clinched the game for St. Al. Keith
Karyczak (2 hits, 3 RBI) and George
Balint (HR, 2 RBI) led St. Al. For the
Ant men, Captain Tony Perconte,
Craig Burfeindt and Jack Ley each
had a pair of hits.
St. David 8, St. Anne 7

Jeff Friedlander had three hits and
Tom Baldowski had three RBI for the
Davies. Harold Hopler (3 hits, 2 RBI)
and Mike Walsh (3 hits, 3 RBI) led
Anne.
St. Stephen 10, St. Matthew 7

Dave Hill had three hits and Rob
Zerafa, Captain Howard Bialos, Rick
Reganthal and Mr. Richey each had
two hits for St. Stephen. St. Matthew
players with a three-hit game were
Gus Alvarez, Keth Gibbons and Larry
Fleischman.
St. Joseph 12, St. Luke 6

The Joe boys were led by Joe Negley
(5 hits, 4 runs), Tommy Ulichny (4 hits,
5 RBI) and Eddy Marchelitis (3 hits, 2
runs). Rob Stratton and Lou Messano
each had three hits for the Lukies.

St. Patrick 5, St. Anthony 5
St. Pats scored 2 runs in the sixth

inning to tie the game. Jason Semple
(2 runs, 2 RBI, and 3 hits, HR) led the
Pats. Chris Paterek (4 hits) and Cap-
tain Tony Perconte (2 doubles, RBI,
run scored) led Anthony.
St. Jude 12, St. David 11

For St. Jude, Dan Nigro had three
hits. Nash Warfield, Marty Bernstein
and Nick Dinizo each had three hits
for St. Dave.
St. Matthew 10, St. Stephen 8

Lou Balestriere and Gus Alvarez
each had four hits and Larry
Fleischman and Rick Wustefeld each
had two hits for St. Matthew. Rick
Reganthal had three hits for St.
Stephen.
St. Joseph 11, St. Anne 6

Joe Negley (3 hits) and Tom Ulichny
(4 hits, 5 RBI) led St. Joe. Harold
Hopler and Stan Lesniewski had two
hits each for St. Anne.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-18183-09
FILE NO. 10843-09

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
PATRICIA MC CREA; JOHN
DOE HUSBAND OF PATRICIA
MC CREA, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;
HAREES HASSON;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which JAMES SHAMAH is the
plaintiff and CHARLES MC CREA, INDI-
VIDUALLY, ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-18183-09 within
thirty-five (35) days after SEPTEMBER 3,
2009 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
no. 050076, sold on 04/07/2006, dated 04/
11/2006, and was recorded on 07/12/2007
in Book 12225 at Page 677, made by
KIMBERLY ALLORTO, Collector of Taxes
of LINDEN, and State of New Jersey to
JAMES SHAMAH and subsequently as-
signed to plaintiff, JAMES SHAMAH. This
covers real estate located in LINDEN,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 11 AND ADDITIONAL
LOTS: 305, 994.996 BLOCK 128 as shown
on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map
duplicate of LINDEN. and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 801 ESSEX
AVENUE, LINDEN, New Jersey.

YOU, PATRICIA MC CREA, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
PATRICIA MC CREA, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to de-
termine whether defendant PATRICIA MC
CREA is married, and if married, the name
of PATRICIA MC CREA’s spouse. If
PATRICIA MC CREA is married, the plain-
tiff joins JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
PATRICIA MC CREA, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS as a defendant
for any possessory or marital rights you
may have.

YOU, HAREES HASSON, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on June 7, 1991, a judg-
ment was entered in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Camden County, by Harees
Hasson against Patricia McCrea disclos-
ing a debt in the amount of $4,345.00, plus
interest. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-063994-1991.  Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  August 28, 2009

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 9/3/09, The Leader Fee: $84.15

CLASSIFIEDS

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE                      PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION TO AMEND BUDGET
RESOLUTION 09-09-123

WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2009 was approved on the 31st day of March, 2009 and
WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised, and
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget, now
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, that the following

amendments to the approved budget of 2009 be made:

RECORDED VOTE Ayes: Dolce, Parenti, Huegel, Mitchell, Wheeler
Nays: None
Abstained: None
Absent: Valian

Anticipated Revenues:
FROM TO

3. Miscellaneous Revenues-Section A Local Revenues:
Sewer Fees 30,200.00 0.00
Bulk Waste Pick-up Fees 29,400.00 0.00

Total Section B State Aid without Offsetting Appropriations 704,796.00 645,196.00

3. Miscellaneous Revenues-Section F: Special Items of Revenue Anticipated With
   Prior Written Consent Director Of Local Government Services-Public and Private Revenues:

Click it or Ticket 0.00 4,000.00
Enforcement Education Campaign 0.00 2,000.00
Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund 0.00 4,246.78
Clean Communities Grant 8,225.13 10,493.74
Municipal Alliance Grant 0.00 2,123.69
Recycling Tonnage Grant 0.00 2,464.48

Total Section F: Special Items of Revenue Anticipated With Prior Written
   Consent Director Of Local Government Services-Public and Private Revenues 8,225.13 25,328.69

3. Miscellaneous Revenues-Section G: Special Items of Revenue Anticipated With
   Prior Written Consent Director Of Local Government Services-Other Special Items

Sewer Fees 0.00 30,200.00
Bulk Waste Pick-up Fees 0.00 28,615.00

Total Section G: Special Items of Revenue Anticipated With Prior
   Written Consent Director Of Local Government Services-Other Special Items 52,786.33 111,601.33

Summary of Revenues:
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues
Total Section A: Local Revenues 704,796.00 645,196.00
Total Section F:Public and Private Revenues 8,225.13 25,328.69
Total Section G:Other Special Items 52,786.33 111,601.33

Total Miscellaneous Revenues 1,885,657.46 1,901,976.02

Subtotal General Revenues 2,877,163.45 2,893,482.01

6. Amount to Be Raised By Taxes 5,709,839.87 5,591,105.18

7. Total General Revenues 8,587,003.32 8,484,587.19

8. General Appropriations:
a. Operations Within “CAPS”:
Collection of Taxes - Other Expenses 1,780.00 3,780.00
Legal Services - Other Expenses 24,500.00 44,500.00
Other Insurance Premiums 129,000.00 108,000.00
Dispatchers - Salaries and Wages 64,000.00 114,000.00
Dispatchers - Other Expenses 9,720.00 720.00
Streets & Roads - Salaries & Wages 658,053.00 598,053.00
Street Lighting - Other Expenses 106,000.00 126,000.00
Board of Health - Salaries and Wages 10,356.00 12,356.00
Board of Health -Other Expenses 1,205.00 2,205.00
New Jersey Transit - Contractual 52,000.00 48,000.00
Municipal Alliance 2,123.69 0.00

Total Operations ( Items 8(A) Within  “CAPS” 5,965,364.29 5,964,240.60

Total Operations Including Contingent Within  “CAPS” 5,965,364.29 5,964,240.60

Detail:
Salaries and Wages 3,509,513.88 3,501,513.88
Other Expenses 2,457,850.41 2,464,726.72

Total General Appropriations For Municipal Purposes Within “CAPS” 6,409,734.48 6,408,610.79

(A) Operations Excluded From “CAPS”
Public and Private Programs Offset By Revenues

Click it or Ticket 0.00 4,000.00
Enforcement Education Campaign 0.00 2,000.00
Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund 0.00 4,246.78
Clean Communities Grant 8,225.13 10,493.74
Municipal Alliance Grant 0.00 2,123.69
Municipal Alliance Grant – Local Match 0.00 531.00
Recycling Tonnage Grant 0.00 2,464.48

Total Public and Private Programs Offset By Revenues 8,225.13 25,859.69

Total Operations - Excluded From “CAPS” 806,883.49 824,518.05
Detail:

Salaries and Wages
Other Expenses 806,883.49 824,518.05

(C) Capital Improvements - Excluded From “CAPS”
Capital Improvement Fund 200,000.00 150,000.00
Total Capital Improvements 200,000.00 150,000.00

(H-2) Total General Appropriations for Municipal Purposes Excluded From “CAPS” 1,817,268.84 1,784,903.40

(O)   Total General Appropriations-Excluded From “CAPS” 1,817,268.84 1,784,903.40

(L)    Subtotal General Appropriations {Items (h-1) and (o)} 8,227,003.32 8,193,514.19

(M) Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 360,000.00 291,073.00

9. TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 8,587,003.32 8,484,587.19

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of Local
Government Services for her certification of the local municipal budget so amended.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this complete amendment, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A.40A:4-9, be published
in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in the issue of September 3, 2009, and that said publication contain notice of public hearing on
said amendment to be held at Fanwood Borough Hall on September 8, 2009 at 7:30 (p.m.).

It is hereby certified that this is a true copy of a resolution amending the budget, adopted by the governing body on the 1st day of
September, 2009.

Certified by me, 1st day of September, 2009, Eleanor McGovern, Municipal Clerk
1 T - 9/3/09, The Times Fee: $260.10

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-20509-09
FILE NO. 10863-09

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ANITA G. BROWN; JOHN
DOE HUSBAND OF ANITA G.
BROWN, SAID NAME JOHN
DOE BEING FICTITIOUS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which ATF, LLC HARRIS NESBITT
CORP AS SP is the plaintiff and ANITA G.
BROWN; ET ALS; are defendants, pend-
ing in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-20509-09 within
thirty-five (35) days after September 3,
2009 exclusive of such date. If you fail to
answer or appear in accordance with Rule
4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be ren-
dered against you for relief demanded in
the Complaint. You shall file your Answer
and Proof of Service in duplicate with the
Clerk of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Proce-
dure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
no. 2006-0081, sold on 06/23/2009, dated
06/29/2006, and was recorded on 10/11/
2006 in Book 11886 at Page 415, made by
SALLY ANN DI RINI, Collector of Taxes of
RAHWAY, and State of New Jersey to
ATF, LLC HARRIS NESBITT CORP AS
SP and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
ATF, LLC HARRIS NESBITT CORP AS
SP. This covers real estate located in
RAHWAY, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 5 BLOCK 306
as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
and Tax Map duplicate of RAHWAY. and
concerns premises commonly known as
246 ADAMS STREET, RAHWAY, New
Jersey.

YOU, ANITA G. BROWN, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF ANITA
G. BROWN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS, are made party de-
fendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to de-
termine whether defendant ANITA G.
BROWN is married, and if married, the
name of ANITA G. BROWN’s spouse. If
ANITA G. BROWN is married, the plaintiff
joins JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF ANITA
G. BROWN, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS as a defendant for
any possessory or marital rights you may
have.
DATED:  August 28, 2009

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 9/3/09, The Leader Fee: $75.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Sep-
tember 14, 2009 in the Council Chambers
at the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeals
for use (d) and/or bulk (c) variance(s) from
the requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance.

Carl R. Sparrow, 336 Edgewood Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to re-
tain wood arbor in the front yard contrary to
Section 13.02 H of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance allows arbors to be lo-
cated in the rear yard only. Present and
proposed is an arbor in the front yard.

Joseph Barmakian, 258 East Dudley
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
retain a temporary outdoor portable stor-
age unit (POD) contrary to Section 13.03B
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows mobile storage units in the GB-2,
GB-3 and C zones only.   Proposed is a
mobile storage unit in the RS-24 zone.

Jonathan & Kim Keenan, 839 Wallberg
Avenue, Applicant proposes demolition
of the existing detached garage and demo-
lition (partial or full) of the existing dwelling
and reconstruction of the dwelling con-
trary to Sections 11.08E5, 11.08E6, and
12.04F1. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 35.17 feet. Proposed is 18.79
feet.

Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 6.38 feet
on the left side and 4.15 feet on the right
side, (3.1' to the bay window and + 3.4 feet
to the chimney). Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20%. Proposed
is 21.83%.

Charles Piganowski, 37
Cowperthwaite Place, Applicant is seek-
ing permission to replace the existing va-
cant non-conforming single-family residen-
tial structure with a three story two family
structure.

Applicant is seeking d variance relief
from the following Sections of the Land
Use Ordinance:

§11.16G9 (§12.04E1) - Ordinance al-
lows a maximum floor area ratio of 40%.
Proposed is 118% (2,956 square feet).

§19.01A2 - Ordinance allows the least
restrictive use permitted when different
zone standards apply. Permitted is a one
family residence. Propose is a 2 family
residence.

Applicant is seeking c variance relief
from the following sections of the Land
Use Ordinance:

§11.16G2b - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot width of 60 feet. Present and
proposed is 50 feet.

§11.16G3b - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot frontage of 60 feet. Present and
proposed is 50 feet.

§11.16G5 (12.03D) - Ordinance requires
a minimum front yard setback of 25 feet.
Proposed is four (4) feet.

§11.16G6 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback of 10 feet. Pro-
posed is 3.16 feet on both sides.

§11.16G7 - Ordinance requires a mini-

mum rear yard of 35 feet. Proposed is 10
feet.

§11.16G10 (12.04F1) - Ordinance al-
lows a maximum building coverage of
20% (500 square feet). Proposed is 63.8%
(1,597 square feet).

§11.16G11 - Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum all improvement coverage of 50%
(1,250 square feet). Proposed is 67.2%
(1,681 square feet).

§17.02C1d  - Ordinance requires three
(3) parking spaces. Proposed are two (2)
parking spaces.

§17.05A - Ordinance allows a maximum
front yard all improvement coverage of
50%. Proposed is 54%.

Michael and Meghan Ryan, 549
Fairmont Avenue, Applicant seeks per-
mission to construct a two story addition
contrary to Section 11.07E6 and 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 7.8 feet. Ordinance allows a
maximum coverage by buildings and above
ground structures of 20%. Proposed is
24%.

Charles & Claudia Castellano, 548
Edgar Road, Applicant seeks permission
to construct one and two story additions
contrary to Sections 12.04F1 and 11.09E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum coverage by buildings
and above ground structures of 20%. Pro-
posed is 20.625 %. Ordinance requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed is 9 feet 9 inches.

John & Sherri Dewey, 115 Harrison
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a one story addition contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 6 feet.

Jong Hoon Park and Eun Sook Park,
215 Golf Edge, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to retain a deck contrary to Section
11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum rear yard set-
back of 35 feet. Present and proposed is
24.3 feet.

Jeff & Tracey Diamond, 4 Manchester
Drive, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a second story addition and a two
story rear addition contrary to Section
11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a side yard setback of 15
feet. Proposed is 13.8 feet.

Leo and Rosann Livolsi, 221 Sylvania
Place, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a front porch contrary to Section
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires an established front yard
setback of 38.33 feet. Proposed is 36.40
feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 9/3/09, The Leader Fee: $125.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F1910408
FILE NO. 10483-08

NOTICE TO REDEEM

N.J.T.C., LLC, C/O THE COR-
PORATION TRUST COM-
PANY PLAINTIFF VS. ALICE
SHANE; JOHN DOE HUS-
BAND OF ALICE SHANE,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BE-
ING FICTITIOUS; FLEET NA-
TIONAL BANK N/K/A BANK
OF AMERICA; SHIRLEY
CAROLINA SMITH
DANIELSON; BROKAW
DERISO ASSOCIATES INC.;
BARBICHE BROS CON-
STRUCTION, INC.
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: SHIRLEY CAROLINA SMITH
DANIELSON; BROKAW DERISO AS-
SOCIATES INC.;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on August 27, 2009, the Superior
Court Fixed October 9,  2009 between the
hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon and
four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing
time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
SUMMIT, located at 512 SPRINGFIELD
AVENUE, SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY
07901, as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 15 f/k/a 12 BLOCK 3210 f/k/a 74 on
the tax duplicate of  SUMMIT. Total amount
required to redeem tax sale certificate no.
19892 is $297,755.10, together with inter-
est from October 31, 2009 and costs of
$1,560.54.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 9/3/09, The Leader Fee: $56.10

HOME FOR SALE

WATCHUNG - 3200 sqft, End unit,
3/4 BR, Lv Rm, DR, EIK, FR,
Media Rm, 2 car garage
New Price $575,000. Call listing
agent for more info: Antonella at
(732) 742-2732,  Exit 24/7 Realty

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD
212 Wyoming St

Sat 9/12, 8:30am-1:30pm
Formal dining rm table with 6

chairs, unused leather ottoman,
many household items, quality
clothes (boys, women, men),

toys and much more...

ROOM TO RENT-NETHERWOOD

Master BR on 2nd Floor of
single family house w/large yard.
1 and ½ bath, full kitchen, W/D,
central air, 5 minute walk from
Netherwood Station on Raritan
Valley train line. $700 per month,
gas / electric / cable are split
w/roommate. Call Brian at

(732) 947-1458

HOUSEKEEPER

Highly organized person wanted
for daily household duties includ-
ing cleaning, laundry & childcare
in Westfield. Flexible hours.

Call Lara @ (908) 518-1557

NANNY WANTED T/TH

Experienced, driving nanny
needed for my Westfield home to
care for 4 yo girl. 9am - 6:30pm
Tues & Thurs. (908) 789-9280

DRIVER WANTED

Looking for responsible person to
be our driver on weekend eve-
nings and an occassional week-
day trip(s). We will provide the
car. Retired or active professional
looking to make some extra money
is preferred. References required.

jaymac219@verizon.net

YARD SALE - WESTFIELD

380 Orenda Circle
Saturday, September 5th, and

Sunday September 6th
9am to 4pm

Household items, books - almost
50 years of accumulated stuff!

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Like new Ethan Allen furniture -
sofa $900, coffee table $400, 9 x
12 area rug. Pottery Barn sofa
table $75. Thomasville cherry
kitchen cabinets $1500, GE Profile
Refrig $200, Kitchenaid range
$400, GE microwave $75. Prices
negotiable. Call (908) 377-3101

HOUSE KEEPER PART TIME

Part time house keeper in
Westfield 9am-1pm M-F. Clean-
ing, shopping, cooking, running
errands, etc. Must speak, read,
and write English fluently, car reqd.
must have great references from
past clients. Call (908) 233-0125

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham, Watchung
seeks clerks, phone,

food prep & delivery people.
Must have license and car.

Call (908) 755-2200

Memorial Pool Blue Marlins
Finish Championship Season

Even in the face of a couple of close
meets, the Westfield Memorial Pool
“Blue” Marlins swim team recently
concluded its 26th consecutive unde-
feated season in the North Jersey Sum-
mer Swim League (“NJSSL”). The Blue
Marlins’ swimmers also excelled at the
NJSSL’s Divisional Championships and
Meet of Champions (MOC).

The team included the following record-
breakers: Stephen Husch, who broke ev-
ery 11-12 boys record this season (back-
stroke, breaststroke, butterfly, freestyle,
and the 12U Individual Medley (IM); Boys
12U Medley Relay (Husch, Matthew
Barmakian, Jack Naughton and Jack Rose);
Christopher DeLaFuente (Fly and IM);
and the 13+ Co-ed freestyle relay (C.
DeLaFuente, Rebecca DeLaFuente, Sa-
rah Cronin and Tim Walsh).

At the Divisionals, the Blue Marlins
had 13 individual gold medal winners,
two first-place relays and two second-
place relays. The individual event win-
ners included: IM – Erika Daniel, Aram
Barmakian; Freestyle – Husch; Breast-
stroke – Danielle Rubiano, Colin Daniel,
Husch, Ryan Gajdzsiz and Larry Zhang;
Backstroke – Matt Harris, Caroline Ba-
sil and Matt Daniel; Butterfly – Luciano
Betman, C. Daniel and E. Daniel. Others
placing in the Top 6 were: IM – Basil,
Austin Kreusser, Ally Rose, Allie
McBrearty and Gajdzsiz; Free – Amanda

Pyle, Mason Hickman, Shannon Pyle,
Naughton, Harris, Delaney Kuska,
Hailey Reilly, Ryan Daniel, M. Daniel
and Luke McGrory; Backstroke –
Zachary Youssef, S. Pyle, Muriel
Maloney, M. Barmakian, Francesca
Arvizzigno, A. Barmakian, J. Rose,
Kevin Clauss, McBrearty, B. Zhang,
McGrory, Connor Moore, Francis Wong,
A. Rose and Ryan Hobson; Breaststroke
– Jenna Daniel, Z. Youssef, M. Smith,
Evan Moore, Marcello Betman, Amy
West, Reilly, J. Rose, Clauss, Jordan
Hickman, B. Zhang, C. Moore, Krysta
Huber and L. Zhang; Butterfly – A. Pyle,
Emma Reilly, J. Naughton, E. Moore,
Nick Youssef, West, R. Daniel, Kreusser
and Wong.

At the MOC, Aram Barmakian (IM,
backstroke) and Erika Daniel (IM, but-
terfly) won two gold medals each. Other
first place finishers were: Backstroke –
Shannon Pyle and Matt Daniel; Breast-
stroke – Colin Daniel and Becky Zhang.
Top 6 finishers included: IM – Kreusser;
Free-Rubiano, M. Hickman, S. Pyle,
Naughton, R. Daniel and M. Daniel;
Backstroke – E. Reilly, M. Barmakian,
Harris, Basil, Clauss, J. Rose,
McBrearty, B. Zhang, L. McGrory, C.
Moore and R. Hobson; Breaststroke –
Rubiano, M. Smith, E. Moore, West, J.
Rose, Gajdzsiz and C. Moore; Butter-
fly – Naughton, C. Daniel, N. Youssef,
West and R. Daniel. The Blue Marlins
also won two relays at the MOC.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Office space available in
Mountainside. $2,000/ month.
Call us at (908) 233-7900 or

visit www.608sherwood.com

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Busy Westfield Doctor’s office
needs experienced Medical
Receptionist to join our friendly,
high-energy team. Applicants
must have medical office
experience and be pleasant,
professional, and organized.
Multi-tasking and customer
service skills are essential.

Approx. 30 hrs/wk
Mon, Tues & Thurs.

Great pay & benefits!
email resume:

advanceddermatology@verizon.net
or fax: (908) 232-6447

03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Lightning Yellow, 31 mpg

Excellent Condition
Only 45K miles - Asking $9,500

Call Ben at (908) 244-7800

AUTO FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

P/T CHILD CARE NEEDED

After school care needed in our
Westfield home for 3 middle
school-aged children. 3-6pm,
Mon-Thurs. Drivers license, car
and clean driving record required.
Contact us at (908) 456-3906 or
marw@comcast.net.

GIANTS TIX

For sale - 2 tickets, good seats-
lower tier, for 4 games, comes
with VIP parking and Stadium Club
passes, call JF at (908) 447-9369

HOME FOR SALE

Most prestigious section of LBI.
4 b/r, 2-1/2 bath home with multi-
decks. Oceanside. Spectacular
views. Private easement. Owner
has relocated to SC. Accepting
bids now. No brokers.

Call (843) 379-5569

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD - 1 room eff. apt for
rent Sept 1, furn. or unfurn. Pvt. kit
& bath, A/C, In quiet residential
neighborhood, off-st. pkg, 1 car
only, no trucks, Utilities Included.
(908) 232-4381 or (908) 377-6761

Shackamaxon to Host
Sr. Open Championship

The New Jersey State Golf Associa-
tion will conduct four championships in
September and October and join with the
New Jersey Section of the PGA to stage
the NJSGA/NJPGA Senior Open Cham-
pionship on September 15 and 16 at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club.
Players 50 and older will compete in
stroke play for 36 holes in the Open
Championship.

Shackamaxon’s A.W. Tillinghast
course in Westfield dates back to 1916.
The club has hosted the NJSGA Open
plus NJPGA Championship events and
a PGA Tour event. The holes wrap
around Lake Shackamaxon, which feeds
nine water crossings, including two on
the ninth hole. That hole was one of
Tillinghast’s first island greens.

FIRST PLACE…Jason Lee of Westfield
shot a 43 for nine holes to capture first in
the seven-year-old division at the U.S.
Kids Golf Tour Championship held at
the Mattawang Golf Club in Belle Mead
on August 26. Lee, a second-grader at
Jefferson Elementary School, finished
the eight-tournament summer season
as the runner-up Player of the Year on
the U.S. Kids Golf New Jersey Tour.
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WF Residents Honored
At Caldwell Homecoming

WESTFIELD — Caldwell College,
last month, honored four of its alumni,

three of whom hail from Westfield,
during its 2009 Homecoming festivi-
ties.

 The 2009 Family Legacy Award was
given to Betty Glen Matuszak ’43, of
Westfield, and her daughters BettyAnn
Matuszak Howson ’69 and Helen
Matuszak Fogarty ’72. Betty Glen
Matuszak was a member of the college’s
first graduating class and its first alumni
president. Over the years, she and her
daughters have continued to serve on
various college committees and play an
active role in campus activities.

The 2009 Peggy A. Harris Alumni of
the Year award was presented to
Kathleen Buse ’72. As Caldwell Col-
lege Director of Alumni Affairs, Ms.
Buse has led many well-received home-
coming events, alumni gatherings,
tricky tray auctions and alumni publi-
cations.

New Students
Welcomed to Schools
WESTFIELD – Every one of

Westfield’s public schools has some-
thing special planned to welcome new
students this year. Whether totally new
to town or advancing in grade to an-
other school within the district, stu-
dents are enjoying a variety of orienta-
tion activities.

Entering kindergarten at Lincoln
School, first grade in any of Westfield’s
six elementary schools, intermediate
school at Edison or Roosevelt, or mak-
ing the big step to Westfield High
School, students are becoming ac-
quainted with their new buildings and
new friends.

FEELING WELCOMED…Edison Intermediate School Principal Cheryl O’Brien
is pictured with three of the 80 incoming sixth graders who attended a recent
orientation event on August 19. Edison welcomed its incoming sixth graders to this
second in a series of “Get Acquainted” scavenger hunts and pizza parties,
designed to help the children meet one another and become familiar with the
layout of the school. A similar event was held in July with more than 120 sixth
grade students attending.

Elementary School Teacher
Assists Nicaraguan Teachers
SCOTCH PLAINS – Caitlin

Mahony, a first grade teacher at
School One in Scotch Plains, joined
Somos Amigos Nicaragua for 18
days to provide assistance in the
educational sector and to learn about
the schools and educational prac-
tices in northwestern Nicaragua.
Somos Amigos Nicaragua, a volun-
teer group, met Ms. Mahony in the
country and pro-
vided contacts
throughout her
stay.

From July 28 to
August 14, Ms.
Mahony joined
district supervisor
Rafaela Davila on
her visits to
schools in the out-
lying rural com-
munities of
Villanueva in the
northwestern part
of Nicaragua.

Ms. Mahony
observed classes
and assisted teachers at all grade
levels. Ms. Mahony also had the
opportunity to teach a first grade
class and lead games and learning
activities at all grade levels. Ms.
Mahony brought Spanish language
books, which she used for read-aloud
and response activities, and left them
with the schools, many of which had
no books at all.

Nicaragua is the second poorest
nation in Latin America and the Car-

ibbean. Although 79 percent of pri-
mary-school-age children are en-
rolled, only 29 percent of the chil-
dren finish primary schooling. Pur-
chasing uniforms, basic school sup-
plies, health issues and the long walk
or costly bus ride to the nearest school
constitute major obstacles to educa-
tion.

School One families and teachers
generously do-
nated notebooks
and school sup-
plies, which were
received grate-
fully by needy
children and
teachers.

Ms. Mahony is
looking forward
to sharing her ex-
perience with her
students and fel-
low educators.

“The reality in
the schools I vis-
ited paints a sharp
contrast to schools

in our community,” she said. “Many
teachers simultaneously teach mul-
tiple grades. Supplies are limited,
and classes are held outdoors, where
indoor structures are not available.
Nonetheless, I saw the same energy
and devotion in Nicaraguan teachers
as in the teachers at School One. Our
goals for our students are the same.”

Somos Amigos Nicaragua is an
all-volunteer organization that co-
operates with groups or individuals
seeking to improve their lives, espe-
cially those who are marginalized
by socio-economic, political, cul-
tural or environmental conditions.

Volunteers partner with local
teachers, nurses, doctors, farmers,
parents of children with special needs
and others in the community of
Villanueva to address a few of the
many urgent needs they face each
day. Visit
somosamigosnicaragua.org or call
(808) 572-9898 for more informa-
tion.

Caitlin Mahony, a first grade teacher
at School One in Scotch Plains.

SGA Hosts 9/11
Memorial Service

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Student
Government Association (SGA) at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) and the student council have
invited the public to a memorial ser-
vice on Friday, September 11, to re-
member the victims of the terrorist
attacks of 9/11.

The service will be held at 2:40
p.m. at the evergreen tree by the Ev-
ergreen Elementary School’s softball
field.

With assistance from the chorus
and band, the SGA will rededicate
the tree to honor the victims and as a
symbol of rebirth and renewal.

The SPFHS student body and com-
munity members are invited to at-
tend. Those who would like to speak
at this service should e-mail
sga.spfhs@gmail.com and include
name, e-mail or phone number.

Learn About UCC’s
Certificate Programs, 9/12

CRANFORD – Residents can find
out how Union County College Divi-
sion of Economic Development and
Continuing Education can help them
prepare for a new career at an open
house on Saturday, September 12, at 10
a.m. at the college’s Cranford campus
at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

Information on the fall offerings in
the College for Kids courses will also
be available. New certificates that are
being offered this fall include court
reporting, event planning, medical tran-
scription, sales and marketing and stra-
tegic leadership.

The Human Resource Management,
medical billing and coding specialist,
web design and development, and the
management certificate in conjunction
with the American Management Asso-
ciation have all been updated. The Project
Management and Electronics Techni-
cian certificates have been revised.

People can gain insight into the other
highly successful certificate programs,
including six sigma, certified patient
care technician, children’s care-giver
program, interior design, floral design,

substitute teacher specialist certificate,
practical accounting, pharmacy-certi-
fied technician, Cisco Certified Net-
working Associate (CCNA), Cisco
Certified Networking Professional
(CCNP), Microsoft Office Professional,
administrative assistant, travel and tour-
ism, restaurant management/culinary
arts, American Sign Language, Home-
land Security Emergency Management
and Planning and graphic arts certifi-
cate (with print or web specialty).

The open house will also be an op-
portunity to learn more about the fall
classes being offered in the College for
Kids program, which offers courses for
kids aged 5 to 17.

In addition to academic enhance-
ment courses for kids of all ages, courses
are offered on topics such as chess,
juggling, photography, yoga, guitar,
piano and jewelry making. A golf and
tennis camp is being offered for kids
aged 10 to 13 and both will begin on
September 12.

For more information or to register to
attend the open house, call (908) 709-
7600.

Westfield Schools Receive
Energy Conservation Award

ENERGIZED…Ross Kelly of Energy Education, Inc., pictured at left, presents
the Energy Stewardship Award to the Westfield Public Schools for “exceeding
expectations and rising to the top in terms of initiatives and accomplishments
toward conserving our nation’s precious resources.” Accepting the award on
behalf of the school district are: Michael Morris, maintenance supervisor, and
Michael Pate, pictured far right, one of two energy managers for the district.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education, at its meeting
on August 25, was presented with an
environmental stewardship award for
its energy-conservation program,
which is in effect in all 10 schools as
well as the administration building.

The award recognized that in the
first 24 months of Westfield’s pro-
gram, the district saved 7,590,563
kilowatts per hour (kWh), equiva-
lent to preventing 1,923 metric tons
of carbon dioxide emissions, 345
cars removed from the road, or
49,184 pine trees grown for 10 years.

Business Administrator Bob
Berman indicated that in addition to
the success in conserving natural
resources, the financial benefits
equaled more than $652,000 in costs
that would otherwise have been in-
curred if energy conservation had
not taken place.

Ross Kelly of Energy Education
presented the Award for Energy
Stewardship to the Supervisor of
Maintenance for the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, Mike Morris, and Main-
tenance Department employees and
energy managers for the district,
Michael Pate and Tony Cuccaro.

Both Mr. Pate and Mr. Cuccaro
received intensive training from spe-
cialists at Energy Education, a Texas-
based organization that works with
educational and ministerial organi-
zations to help save utility costs.

As a result, Mr. Pate and Mr.
Cuccaro have implemented conser-
vation procedures in all of the
district’s facilities through energy
audits to ensure that students and
teachers are comfortable during class
times and scheduled activities, and
that energy is used only as neces-
sary.

They communicate with all dis-
trict employees to motivate every-
one in the district to practice smart
energy strategies.

In commenting on the presenta-
tion of the plaque, Margaret Dolan,
superintendent of schools, said, “This
energy program is an excellent ve-
hicle to assist our district personnel
in practicing good stewardship of
our resources. The willing participa-
tion of virtually every staff person –
teachers, administrators, food ser-
vice, maintenance and custodians –
adds to our success.”

William Spears, Chief Executive
Officer and founder of Energy Educa-
tion, added, “The Westfield Public
School district, Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Dolan, the board members
and the administration are demonstrat-
ing wise fiscal and environmental stew-
ardship by implementing this unique
people-oriented energy conservation
program. Using human resources to
reduce energy use saves natural and
financial resources for the schools and
the community.”

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

and recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of 
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer”

for Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ  07090
908 301 9001  .  www.stahlesq.com

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

•NJ State-Approved Online

Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

800-762-8378

33rd

SUMMIT

NEW PROVIDENCE

SCOTCH PLAINS

KENILWORTH

PSAT / SAT PREP

Write whatever you want. We’ll publish it.
Effective, convenient and reasonably priced.

At your leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.com/express

Express Yourself

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Bilheimer Makes
Rochester Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Evan Bilheimer, a

senior majoring in history and chem-
istry at the University of Rochester,
has been named to the dean’s list for
academic achievement for the spring
2009 semester.

Evan, a resident of Westfield, is the
son of Dr. Susan Kaye, and a graduate
of Westfield High School.

FW Student Graduates
From Dartmouth

FANWOOD – Joanna Rosenberg
from Fanwood, a member of the Class
of 2009, graduated cum laude from
Dartmouth College. She is one of
more than 1,000 students receiving
Bachelor of Arts degrees at the spring
2009 commencement exercises.

Ms. Rosenberg is the daughter of
Donald and Veronique Rosenberg.
She majored in linguistics and mi-
nored in French.

Are you a high school student interested in
discussing relevant topics and seeing your name in print?
Become a Student View writer. E-mail edu@goleader.com
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– Obituaries –

Trailside Invites All
For Friday Hayrides
MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are

available for Friday night hayrides
and campfires at Trailside Nature
and Science Center, sponsored by
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Seats are still available
for hayrides on September 25, Octo-
ber 2, 9 and 16, and November 6.

Early registration is recommended,
as seating for the hayrides is limited.
Rides begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets must
be purchased in advance and no tick-
ets will be sold at the hayrides.

The cost is $5 for Union County
residents and $10 for out-of-county
participants. Tickets can be pur-
chased every day from noon to 5
p.m. at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center, located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside,
or weekdays between 8:30 a.m. and
4 p.m. at the Union County Admin-
istration Building, Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, sec-
ond floor, Elizabethtown Plaza at
Rahway Avenue in Elizabeth.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter at (908) 789-3670 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900, or visit the Union County
website: ucnj.org.

Literacy Volunteers
Offer Tutor Training
AREA – Literacy Volunteers of

Union County will hold a 15-hour,
New Tutor Training Workshop Se-
ries this fall. This non-profit, vol-
unteer-driven organization is dedi-
cated to making a difference in the
lives of adult learners by teaching
them basic reading skills, writing
and English as a Second Language.

The first session of the workshop
series will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (This
is a change from previously published
times.) The remaining sessions will
continue on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
September 15, 17, 22 and 24, from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Sessions will take
place at the Plainfield Public Library,
located at 800 Park Avenue.

Once the workshop is completed,
volunteers will be certified to teach
both Basic Reading Skills and En-
glish as a Second Language. Ongo-
ing support is provided to all tutors.

Tutoring requires a time commit-
ment of one hour a week. For more
information or to register, call Su-
san at (908) 755-7998 or e-mail
Susan@lvaunion.org. There is a $40
registration fee to cover the cost of
training and materials needed to
complete the workshop. Need-based
scholarships are available to cover
the registration fee.

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 
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Registration to Begin
For Brownstone Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will sponsor a trip to the
Brownstone in Paterson on Tues-
day, October 13. In a show recalling
the old days of New York’s Para-
mount Theater, the Jersey Dream-
ers will present the sounds of Judy
Garland, Frank Sinatra, Eddie Can-
tor, Al Jolson and others.

A menu featuring cream of mush-
room soup, tossed salad, baked ham,
turkey breast with stuffing, mashed
potatoes, vegetables, rolls, dessert
and beverages will be served at
noon. The bus will leave at 9:30
a.m. from the Scotch Hills Golf
Course parking lot on Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

The cost of the trip is $42 for
Scotch Plains residents and $45 for
non-residents. Residents may reg-
ister beginning on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15, and non-residents (space
permitting) may register starting the
following Tuesday, September 22.

Preference is given to residents
since the Township of Scotch Plains
underwrites the cost of bus charters
for all trips sponsored by the advi-
sory committee. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 889-2084 or (908)
322-6700, extension no. 221.

Anne O’Connor, 86
Anne O’Connor, 86, of Easton,

Pa., formerly of Rahway, passed
away on Thursday, August 20, in
Old Orchard Manor Care of Easton,
Pa.

Born in Yonkers, N.Y., she had
lived in Rahway, Westfield and
Hellertown, Pa. before moving to
Easton in 2008.

Mrs. O’Connor was a homemaker.
Her husband, Joseph O’Connor,

predeceased her in 1987.
Surviving are her daughter, Bar-

bara Jacobson; four nieces, Nancy
Spence Breon, Janet Spence
DeVeau, Kim Spence Honig and
Susan Spence Garcia, and a nephew,
Jeffrey Spence. She also was loved
by her sister-in-law, Gladys Spence.

Graveside services were held yes-
terday, Wednesday, September 2, at
Graceland Memorial Park in
Kenilworth.

Arrangements have been completed
by the Pettit-Davis Funeral Home,
371 West Milton Avenue in Rahway,
www.pettitdavisfuneralhome.com.
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All Are Invited Sunday
For Labyrinth Walk

CRANFORD – The First Presbyte-
rian Church will sponsor a series of
open labyrinth walks, with the next one
scheduled for Sunday, September 6.
All walks will take place in the church’s
Bates Hall, located at 11 Springfield
Avenue in Cranford. All are welcome.

Individuals are invited to walk the
labyrinth anytime between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held the first Sunday of every
month, unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medita-
tion that has experienced a revival. The
11-ringed pattern, painted on canvas, is
modeled after the 13th-century laby-
rinth at Chartres Cathedral in France.

For more information on the laby-
rinth program or future walks, call
the church at (908) 276-8440.

Patricia F. Grillo, 74
Patricia F. (Dunn) Grillo, 74, of

Westfield passed away on Saturday,
August 29, at home.

Born in Linden, she lived in
Westfield since 1975.

Mrs. Grillo was a salesperson at
Thomas Lincoln-Mercury in
Westfield for many years.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Charles.

Surviving are four devoted chil-
dren, Rosemary, Charles, III, Alycia
and Christopher, and four loving
grandchildren.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Funeral Home,
218 North Avenue, West, in Cranford.
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Lillian T. Koster, 82, Registered Nurse;
Was Active In Church, PTA and Scouts
Lillian Theresa Koster of

Fanwood passed away at her resi-
dence on Friday, August 28. She
was 82 and had recently been living
at Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County. She was attended by
her children during her final days.

Born in Weehawken, she grew up
in Jersey City. She obtained her
Registered Nurse degree at Mt. Sinai
Hospital School of Nursing in 1947,
and married El Koster in 1948.

Lillian lived most of her adult life
in Fanwood. She was active with St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church and school in Scotch
Plains and with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Schools’ Parent-Teacher
Association. Additionally, she was
both a Cub Scout den leader and
Brownie and Girl Scout troop leader.

She was famous for her cooking,
and an ardent reader and crafter,
having sewed many of her children’s
clothes during their younger years.
A model to her children, her life
demonstrated how to prevail through
life’s most difficult challenges.

Lillian lived many successful
roles during her life. In addition to
raising her children, she served in
Carteret for 13 years as the Ball
Glass Occupational Health and
Safety Nurse. She had worked in
the operating and ICU facilities of
both Muhlenberg and Overlook hos-
pitals and taught operating room
nursing techniques at the Somerset
Hospital School of Nursing.

Surviving are her four children,
Mark Koster of Newark, Del., Chris-
topher Koster and Patricia Dolgin,
both of Scotch Plains, and Victoria
Lenhardt of Vienna, Austria; four
grandchildren, Jennifer, Adam,
Rachel and Sean, and three great-
grandchildren. Her husband of 57

years, El Koster, died in 2005.
The funeral was held on Tuesday,

September 1, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass fol-
lowed at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains. Interment took place
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

If friends desire, donations in her
memory may be made to the Runnells
Hospital Foundation, 40 Watchung
Way, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922.
For additional information or to ex-
press condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Donald F. Alfano, 85, Was Executive;
Earned Secular and Religious Honors
Donald Francis Alfano, 85, of

Westfield died on Friday, August 28.
Born in Jersey City, he was a gradu-

ate of St. Peter’s Prep, St. Peter’s
College and Fordham University. He
served with the United States Army
as a medic in the European Theater
during World War II and was awarded
a Bronze Star for his valor.

Mr. Alfano had a notable career in
fundraising and development, both
nationally and internationally, fo-
cusing primarily on education and
healthcare. He served as develop-
ment director of Niagara University,
founded Development Directions
Inc., Rockefeller Center, New York,
and was executive vice president at
The College of Mount Saint Vincent.

He received many secular and re-
ligious honors in the course of his
career. Mr. Alfano lent his prodi-
gious talents to numerous non-profit
organizations and served as a direc-
tor of the Pope John XXIII Medical-
Moral Research and Educational
Center, now known as the National
Catholic Bioethics Center.

Surviving are his wife, Loretta
(Tarczynski); his sisters, Dorothy Szot
and Madeline Fernandez of Westfield,
and many nieces and nephews.

A Memorial Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 10 a.m. on Saturday, Sep-
tember 5, at The Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield. There will be
no visitation and interment will be
private.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Contributions in his memory may
be made to the charity of one’s choice.
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Local AARP to Begin
New Chapter Season
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its first meeting of the 2009-
2010 year on Monday, September 14,
at the Scotch Hills Country Club. It is
located at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Chapter meetings begin at 1 p.m.

During this first meeting of the chap-
ter year, members of the Caring, Shar-
ing Network will present information
about various service providers in the
Union County area of particular inter-
est to seniors. These services and their
programs include home health care,
visiting physicians, hearing health care
and palliative and hospice care.

Additionally, members will pay their
yearly dues of $5 at this meeting. The
membership year runs from Septem-
ber to June, the same as the chapter’s
meetings year. A business meeting
will follow the program, and the after-
noon will conclude with refreshments.

The chapter will offer a Collette
tour to South Dakota, the Black Hills
and Badlands from June 17 to 23,
2010. Brochures and information will
be available at the meeting.

Hadassah to Learn
About ‘Clara’s War’
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Chapter of Hadassah will hold its
first meeting of the season on Mon-
day, September 14, at noon at Temple
Emanu-El, located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Clara Kramer will be the special
guest speaker. She has written a book,
entitled “Clara’s War: One Girl’s Story
of Survival,” describing how she and 17
other people were hidden in an under-
ground bunker during World War II to
escape certain death from the Nazis.

During the 20 terrifying months she
was in hiding, she kept a diary that
served as the basis for her book. She
and her family were among the ap-
proximately 5,000 Jews in Zolkiew,
Poland before the war. At the end of
the war, she and her parents numbered
among the approximately 60 people
who survived. Ms. Kramer is the co-
founder of the Holocaust Resource
Foundation at Kean University.

Members are encouraged to bring
a brown bag lunch, and dessert will
be served. For further information,
call Carole Thau at (908) 771-9251.

Junior Women Announce
Town Wide Garage Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club has
announced that the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Fall Town Wide Garage
Sale will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12. Hundreds of garage sales
will take place throughout the two
communities.

Residents of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will hold their own ga-
rage sales from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., and
keep all the profits. For $15, each
address is listed on a map of partici-

pating homes and items for sale at
each location. Proceeds from this
sale will support the Junior Woman’s
Club and the work it does in the
community. Last spring, nearly 170
homes participated.

The maps will be available for
free beginning at 10 p.m. on Friday,
September 11, on the organization’s
website, spjwc.com, and at the fol-
lowing locations: Fanwood Quick
Chek on North Avenue, Fanwood
Bagels and Deli in Fanwood and
Quick Chek on Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The club’s first meeting of the
year will take place on Wednesday,
September 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch
Plains. Attendees are welcome to
bring a friend. For more informa-
tion, send an e-mail to
scotchplainsjrwomen@comcast.net
or call (908) 889-6228.

The Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club is a non-profit com-
munity service group. It is a mem-
ber of the General Federation of
Women’s Clubs.

Knit-Crochet Group
To Aid Sick Children
SCOTCH PLAINS – For the second

consecutive year, the Scotch Plains
Public Library will partner with the
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation to pro-
vide knitted and crocheted hats, scarves,
mittens and blankets to children with
cancer that the Foundation supports.

A group will meet to knit and
crochet the items on Monday nights
at 7 p.m. in the Music Room on the
main level of the library, beginning
on September 14 and continuing
through October 26. Participants are
asked to bring their own needles,
hooks and yarn. Refreshments and
patterns will be provided by the
library. There will be no meeting on
Columbus Day, October 12.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. Community
members are asked to pre-register
for this event. To sign up, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or e-
mail library@scotlib.org. The library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions, call
(908) 322-5007.

Mountainside Chapel
Plans Haldini Event

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Chapel invites the community to a
Haldini presentation on Saturday,
September 12, from 7 to 9 p.m. Hal
Ottenstein, a deacon at Mountainside
Chapel and resident of Clark, has
been presenting scripture through
illusion since 1979.

This free presentation is geared
toward adults, but children are wel-
come to attend. Mountainside Chapel
is located at 1180 Spruce Drive, one
block off Route 22, West, off Central
Avenue in Mountainside. For further
information, call the Chapel office at
(908) 232-3456.

Girl Scouts Announce
Garden Event Sept. 17
WESTFIELD – Girl Scouts Heart

of New Jersey and TerraCycle will
team up to offer Connect!, a garden
program that will explore the con-
cept of healthy body image and the
connection between home-grown
produce and health.

The program will take place on
Thursday, September 17, from 4 to 6
p.m. at the Westfield Service Center,
located at 201 Grove Street, East, in
Westfield. Operated with the assis-
tance of a certified nutritionist, this
program will be offered free of charge
to all high school-age girls.

Connect! is part of Journeys 2, It’s
Your Planet – Love It!, a coordi-
nated, focused series of activities
grouped around an environmental
theme that is an integral part of the
Girl Scouts, USA leadership cur-
riculum designed to encourage girls
to experience the three keys to lead-
ership: Discover, Connect, Take Ac-
tion. The Journey 2-based program
is partly funded by a grant from Girl
Scouts USA.

For additional information about
this or other upcoming programs, visit
gshnj.org or call (908) 232-3236, ex-
tension no. 1212, or e-mail
sarnold@gshnj.org. Additional infor-
mation on Girl Scouts and volunteer-
ing also is available by calling (908)
232-3236 or accessing gshnj.org.

St. Bartholomew’s Welcomes
Autism Families to Feast

SCOTCH PLAINS – Children
with autism and their families will
have a special opportunity to enjoy
the St. Bartholomew Italian Festi-
val that will take place this weekend,
September 4 to 7, at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Scotch Plains.

Autism Family Tours with Brianna
has coordinated a dedicated time for
this group to enjoy the rides without
the challenges of crowds and loud
noises. On Saturday, September 5,
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., the festival
will open early to accommodate the
special needs of these children.

“These families are welcome to
join us anytime. But knowing the
unique challenges they experience,
I looked to provide a way for these
families to enjoy the feast without
additional stresses,” said the Rever-
end John Paladino, church pastor.

Families with autism can contact
Autism Family Tours with Brianna
to receive wristbands for this free
event. To register for the hour of
rides, fun and socializing, e-mail
mabel@autismfamilytours.org. The
feast grounds are handicap-acces-
sible.

The St. Bartholomew Italian Fes-
tival will be highlighted by a San
Nicola procession taking place on
Sunday, September 6, after the 5
p.m. Mass. The Mass honors the
patron saint of Montazzoli, Italy –
San Nicola di Bari. The procession
band is “The Metropolitan Festival
Band” led by Mike Aromando.

The festival will feature food and
activities throughout the weekend.
Providing entertainment during the

festival will be “Rewind” on Fri-
day, “The VooDudes” on Saturday,
“The Broadcasters” on Sunday and
“Sounds of the Street” on Monday.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church, Saint Bartholomew Acad-
emy and Scotch Plains/Fanwood
UNICO co-sponsor the feast. The
church is located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue.

Costanzo ‘Gus’ Ianiro, 79, Family Man;
Had Been Tailor and Business Owner

Costanzo “Gus” Ianiro, 79, of
Westfield passed away peacefully on
Monday, August 31, at Peggy’s House
in Scotch Plains, surrounded by his
loving family.

Born in Italy, he came to the United
States in 1952 and lived in Westfield
for over 40 years.

Gus had been a tailor for Evan
Picone in North Bergen for many
years. He subsequently became the
owner of a Chicken Delight in Eliza-
beth for 10 years and then a mainte-
nance worker for Electro Catheter
Maintenance in Rahway.

Gus was the beloved husband for
57 years of Nicolina DiNezza Ianiro
and the loving son of Antonia Ianiro
(age 100) and the late Filippo Ianiro.
He was the devoted father of Diane
Cappiello and her husband, David,
Mary Ann Halloran and her husband,

Chris, and the late Donna Bucher
(1998), and the loving brother of
Maria, Nicolo, Donato and Giovanni.
He also will be deeply missed by his
seven grandchildren, Michael, Ben-
jamin, Ryan, Christopher, Kevin,
Christine and Alex.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday,
September 4, at the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church in Westfield.
Burial will take place at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Friends may visit the Dooley Colo-
nial Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield, today, Thursday, Septem-
ber 3, from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, please make do-
nations in Gus’ name to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 356,
Westfield, N.J. 07091.
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JCC Invites Community
To Jewish Family Events

SCOTCH PLAINS – J Connec-
tion, a partnership between the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey and local synagogues,
provides programming for Jewish
families looking to strengthen and
enrich their Jewish connections.

On Sunday, September 13, from 4
to 6 p.m., J Connection’s Jewish Dis-
covery Zone will present its Jewish
New Year Adventure. Families with
children ages 3 to 6 will gather to
celebrate Rosh Hashanah through
songs, stories and crafts. Snacks and
a light supper will be provided.

The cost through Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, is $15 for the first child
and $10 for each additional child. At
the door, space permitting, the cost
for the first child will be $20 and $15
for each additional child. Adults may
attend for free. The event will be held
at the JCC, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Beginning on Monday, October 5, at
9:15 a.m., J Connection will offer Moth-
ers Circle, a free educational and wel-
coming program designed to empower

non-Jewish mothers to create Jewish
homes. The interactive curriculum ex-
plores Jewish holidays, practices, ritu-
als and ethics and provides support and
resources for enriching Jewish family
life at home. Meetings will take place at
the JCC in Scotch Plains.

Touchdowns and Torah will be held
at the JCC café, where adults will be
able to watch Monday Night Football
and participate in a halftime Torah
discussion. The first game, Buffalo
Bills at New England Patriots, is Mon-
day, September 14, at 7 p.m. The cost
is $5 per game. Touchdowns and To-
rah also will host the New York Jets at
Miami Dolphins on Monday, October
12, at 8:30 p.m., the Pittsburgh Steelers
at Denver Broncos on Monday, No-
vember 9, at 8:30 p.m., and the New
York Giants at Washington Redskins
on Monday, December 21, at 8:30
p.m.

For more information about J Con-
nection programs, contact Leslie
Klieger, J Connection director, at
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 259,
or lklieger@jccnj.org.
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Dionne Warwick Knows
The Way To Union County

RAHWAY – Dionne Warwick, who
has established herself as an interna-
tional musical legend and humanitar-
ian, will bring her blend of pop, gospel
and R & B to the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center on November 14.

Warwick began singing in church as
a child in East Orange. While attending
college, she began doing session work
in New York, where she met Burt
Bacharach, a composer, arranger and
producer who asked her to sing on
demos of songs he was writing with
new partner, Hal David.

In all, Warwick, Bacharach and David
racked up 30 hit singles, including “Do
You Know The Way To San Jose,”
“Message To Michael,” “This Girl’s In
Love With You,” “I’ll Never Fall In
Love Again” and “Reach Out For Me,”
as well as close to 20 best-selling al-
bums.

She received her first Grammy Award
in 1968 for “Do You Know The Way to
San Jose?” and, in doing so, became the
first African-American solo female art-

ist of her generation to win for Best
Contemporary Female Vocal Perfor-
mance.

Warwick also pioneered the music
industry’s fight against AIDS. In 1985,
she reunited with Bacharach, and long-
time friends Gladys Knight, Stevie
Wonder and Elton John to record “That’s
What Friends Are For.” Profits from the
sale of that song were donated to the
American Foundation for AIDS Re-
search (AmFAR).

In 1990, she joined forces with a
number of artists to raise more than
$2.5 million for various AIDS organi-
zations at the “That’s What Friends Are
For” Benefit. She was one of the key
participants in the all-star charity single
“We Are The World” and performed at
“Live Aid”.

The Union County Performing Arts
Center is located at 1601 Irving Street
in Rahway. Showtime is 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $37. For more information, see
supremeconcerts.com or ucpac.org, or
call (732) 499-8226.

Essex Water Color
Club Presents Demo
AREA – The Essex Water Color

Club will present a watercolor paint-
ing demonstration by award-winning
artist Joel Popadics, former president
of the New Jersey Watercolor Soci-
ety.

The event will take place Sunday,
September 13, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Livingston Senior Center, located at
204 Hillside Avenue. Admission is
free to members and $5 for guests and
non-members. Refreshments will be
served. Contact: (973) 994-1597 or
visit ewcclub.com for more informa-
tion.

September’s First Friday
Brings The Yas Cortes Duo

WESTFIELD – The New First Fri-
day Music Series, presented by
TEATRO Sí at the intimate Galeria
West Art Gallery, brings to the area a
unique opportunity to enjoy and cel-
ebrate the diversity of music genres as
performed live in concert by a series
selection of renowned artists.

From a night of the tango from
Argentina to the allure of smooth and
Latin jazz, the event, to be hosted on
the first Friday of each month, trans-
ports attendees to far-away places via
the music and artworks at Galeria West.

After a well-received inaugural night
in August, the First Friday events con-
tinue on September 4 at 7 p.m. with the
refined music talents of the Yas Cortes
Duo, as they bring to the listening

audience the sound of Andean and
Folkloric music of various South
American regions.

The duo is comprised of Maria
Cortes and Oscar Yas. The husband-
and-wife team was born in Argentina,
where they have won several presti-
gious music and vocal contests. The
duo’s extensive repertoire includes
Latin American music and the popular
tango, as well as Boleros and the Fla-
menco.

Space is limited, and those inter-
ested should reserve tickets early. There
is a suggested event donation of $10
per person. To learn more, call the
TEATRO Sí box office at (908) 301-
9496. For more events information,
visit TeatroSi.com.

BACK TO SCHOOL…In early August, the St. Michael’s Music Ministry hon-
ored Daniel Adamczyk, front center, for six years of service. Mr. Adamczyk has
been the music ministry director at St. Michael’s Parish and will be returning to
school to further his education. In addition to music director, Mr. Adamczyk is a
composer. The adult choir, this past year, performed several of his pieces during
the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

...Where Dreams Take Center Stage

Offered on Thursdays & 

Saturdays to students 

ages 8 to 18.

offered by appointment

Monday - Saturday

Broadway
Performers,
Choreographers,
and Specialized 
Vocal Instructors:

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 and ½ popcorns

Leave it to crazy genius filmmaker
Quentin Tarantino to get the whole
country cursing. Which essentially is
what we’re doing whenever we pro-
nounce the name of his great new
action-suspense-fantasy, Inglourious
Basterds. At once insanely novel, self-
indulgent, subliminally abstract and
brilliant, it is also wonderfully sus-
pect on several counts.

It all revolves around a tall tale of a
wish…a hopeful castle in the sky.
Rather than mostly being ignored by
the West during WWII, European
Jewry is given retributive validity. In
this faux version of history, fully aware
of the German atrocities, the U.S.
dispatches a special unit of Jewish
commandoes to spread terror among
the Nazis.

Dropped into occupied France, only
the leader of this “Dirty Dozen”-de-
rived group of terrorist-assassins
doesn’t emanate from one of the origi-
nal tribes of Israel. Fact is, Lt. Aldo
Raine, sensationally portrayed with
tobacco-chewing charm by Brad Pitt,
numbers Mountain Man Jim Bridger
and a handful of Cherokee among his
ancestors.

This may explain the title guerril-
las’ M.O. To the horror of those spared
so that they may tell of the brutality
they’ve witnessed, captured German
soldiers are slaughtered and scalped,
but not necessarily in that order. If
they’re really unlucky, they get to be
clubbed to death by the bat-wielding
Bear Jew (Eli Roth) while his confed-
erates hoot and holler.

Thus the Basterds, as they are
soon referred to in trepidatious tones
from Berlin to Paris, manufacture
fear. And in the process, it makes
for vicarious gloat. Never mind that
the beast is long escaped from Ha-
des and that even 12 million more
wrongs can’t make a right. Tarantino
unapologetically offers up on a shiny
silver platter the oddest vengeance.

It’s allowed and applauded…what
may one day be seen as cinema’s
biggest guilty thrill. They are, after
all, Nazis. And while in real battle
once protected by the Geneva Con-
vention, in fiction they are the last
bastion for political incorrectness. So
say what you will. It is rather doubt-
ful any Nazis will openly take um-
brage at their treatment here.

Still, it would all ultimately wear
thin were it not for the fantastic sus-
pense yarn auteur Tarantino weaves
through the visceral apocalypse. Etch-
ing several beautifully measured
scenes, each one more pregnant with
seat-edged tension than the last, this
is where he firmly places himself
among America’s most important liv-
ing filmmakers.

It’s not just that his storylines and
concepts seemingly come out of left
field. It’s the ability to bring them full

Inglourious Basterds:
Spells Entertainment

circle in his inimitable, shock-and-
awe style. And ever so subtly, whether
by intention or blissful, crazy-as-a-
fox by-product, there is satiric wis-
dom in his explosive diatribes. Don’t
look now, but the nihilism has ma-
tured into social comment.

For film buffs, there is an extra gift.
Tarantino’s love of movies makes for
a perennial celebration of the me-
dium, whether by reference, nuance
or sheer exultation. Like a racecar
driver who conceitedly knows he’s
sitting in the goods (his filmmaking
skills analogous to the controls), he
presses deep the pedal with knowing
power and flair.

That he gets superb performances
from his actors doesn’t hurt. Case in
point, Christoph Waltz as Colonel
Hans Landa, the notorious “Jew
Hunter” and inarguable star of
Inglourious Basterds. Hate for this
villain germinates in his interroga-
tive, opening tête-à-tête with a French
farmer (Denis Menochet). It could
make an old V.P. cringe.

The scene is worthy of drama class
duplication and dissection. In it, the
writer-director gives us a glimpse into
the dark soul of what lies ahead, whilst
also conveying the too often tragic
dilemmas that confound humanity.
The only constant is evil. It just is,
like a force of physics. And, in the
hands of the Basterds, can be used for
good, if you will.

Meanwhile, everyone’s a bit nuts if
not mad as hatters, their motivations
all over the map. That their quirki-
ness and the sheer whims of chance
will impact major events staggers us.
But you can bet that before all is said
and done, auspicious push will come
to grandiose shove. And in signature
Tarantino style, intents will magi-
cally converge.

Without giving too much away,
suffice it to note a French movie the-
ater owner’s plan of reprisal just hap-
pens to coincide with the British high
command’s scheme to end the war.
Our boys are called in to lend their
cutthroat skills to the exciting gam-
bit. And it is here that the director
takes a flyer. The big windup glar-
ingly begs our suspension of disbe-
lief.

While heretofore grounding each
of his story’s chimeras in reality, an
implausible German laxness depicted
in the climactic scenes goes unex-
plained. But we’ve gone this far. And
gosh, it’s a fantasy. So we opt to enjoy
by letting the established momentum
speed us over the filmic pothole and
forgive Inglourious Basterds its few
illegitimacies.

* * *
Inglourious Basterds, rated R, is a

Weinstein Company release directed
by Quentin Tarantino and stars Brad
Pitt, Christoph Waltz and Melanie
Laurent. Running time: 153 minutes.

Fall Semester Registration
Continues at Music Studio

WESTFIELD – Whether one is a
novice musician or an experienced
player, the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts (NJWA) Music Studio has a
program to adapt to each student’s
ability and interests.

When the Music Studio begins its
fall semester on September 10, more
than 30 skilled music educators and
professional artists will help vocal-
ists and instrumentalists at every level
develop their musical talents.

According to Ted Schlosberg,
founder and executive director of the
NJWA, “What makes our studio
unique is the faculty. Our teaching
staff has the knowledge and experi-
ence to accurately evaluate each
student’s ability and design instruc-
tion to fit the individual needs of the
learner.”

Vocal and instrumental lessons, for
both children and adults, are offered
daily in a 30-, 45- or 60-minute for-
mat. There are separate fall, winter,
spring and summer sessions, for
which students may register any time
and tuition will be pro-rated accord-
ingly.

At the Music Studio, vocal stu-
dents are taught proper breathing tech-
niques, tone production, languages,
diction, projection and interpretation.

Instrumental instruction is given
on strings, guitar, woodwinds, brass,
percussion and piano. Students learn
to read music, study scales, under-
stand rhythm, interpret repertoire and

develop range, tone and technique in
solo and ensemble playing, using a
variety of music, including classical,
contemporary and jazz.

The Music Studio also offers sev-
eral group lessons. Kids on Keys, for
ages 4 and older, is a beginner group
piano class where students use the
method of Musique Rapide, an accel-
erated program which helps students
grasp the fundamentals of reading
music. There are also separate group
guitar and voice lessons specially cre-
ated for children ages 5 to 7.

Vocal and instrumental music les-
sons are not the sole offerings of the
Music Studio, which also gives op-
portunities for area musicians to play
in its many bands, orchestras and
symphonies. Among them are the
NJWA Concert Band, Simply Strings,
NJWA Summer Symphony, Rockin’
Jazz Band, International Alphorn
Society Ensemble and the Training
Chamber Orchestra. The organiza-
tion also has a variety of instruments
available for purchase or rental.

To learn more, call (908) 789-9696
or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

RENDER UNTO CAESAR…Troupe of Friends rehearses for its latest produc-
tion, Julius Caesar, at The Mindowaskin Gazebo. Pictured, left to right, are:
Joseph Penczak as Brutus, Ken Bigelow as Mark Antony, Bill VanSant as Cassius,
and Fred Dennehy (on the floor) as Caesar. The Friday and Saturday night
performances were moved to the Community Room in Town Hall due to rain, but
the last performance on Sunday afternoon was held at The Gazebo. An estimated
attendance of 300 people came out for the three performances.

Art Group Hosts Show
At Overlook Hospital
SUMMIT – The Contemporary Art

Group (CAG) of NJ, affiliated with
the Watchung Arts Center, is hosting
a show at the Overlook Hospital Gal-
lery, located at 99 Beauvoir Avenue
in Summit.

The show runs from now through
Friday, October 9. There will be an
opening reception on Sunday, Sep-
tember 20, from 1 to 3 p.m. at the
main auditorium.

More than 20 artists, all members
of the CAG, are participating. Works
in oils, watercolors, acrylics, pastels,
photography, printmaking, pen and
ink, encaustics and mixed media will
be on view.

Works are on sale through the gift
shop, and a percentage of sales goes
to the Hospital Auxiliary and Contin-
ued Cancer Care.

To learn more, see
contemporaryartgroup.org.

State Arts Council Honors
Visual Arts Center

SUMMIT — The New Jersey State
Council on the Arts (NJSCA) has
designated the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey as a Major Impact Orga-
nization. Awarded at the NJSCA An-
nual Meeting in July, this title is given
in recognition of the Art Center’s
“solid history of artistic excellence,
substantial programming, and broad
public service” throughout the state.

This high honor inducts the Art
Center into a select group of organi-
zations across the state, which com-
prise its anchor institutions, and which
make a significant contribution to the
quality of life for New Jersey resi-
dents.

In addition, all persons serving on
the NJSCA grant panel voted unani-
mously to issue the Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey a Citation of Excel-

lence in support of programs and
projects sustained by state grant fund-
ing. This award certifies that the Art
Center exhibits the highest standards
of excellence in its artistry, opera-
tions, governance, public benefit and
fulfillment of areas of council prior-
ity.

Receiving these awards validates the
Art Center’s commitment to presenting
high quality exhibitions of contempo-
rary art and educational programs. “The
Art Center staff and board are honored
to receive these distinctions,” said Art
Center Executive Director Marion
Grzesiak. “We will continue to strive
for excellence in our mission of ‘bring-
ing art and people together’ through all
our programming.”

For further information, visit the Art
Center at artcenternj.org.

Choral Art Society
Encourages New Members

WESTFIELD – Individuals who
are interested in learning and singing
great choral music are invited to join
The Choral Art Society of New Jer-
sey, based in Westfield. Rehearsals
are held weekly on Tuesdays from 8

to 10 p.m., September through May,
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, located at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street.

The season’s first rehearsal is on
Tuesday, September 8, with registra-
tion and music purchase starting at
7:30 p.m. Rehearsals are held in the
church’s choir room. The entrance is
on Mountain Avenue. Singers inter-
ested in joining are invited to attend a
rehearsal and meet with James Little,
the society’s musical director.

The fall semester will be spent pre-
paring for the Saturday, January 23,
2010, performance of John Knowles
Payne’s Mass in D, which is a full-
length, fully orchestrated work in the
Romantic style, complete with a quar-
tet of soloists.

Mr. Payne (1839-1906) was an or-
ganist as well as the first professor of
music at Harvard, the first to hold
such a position at an American uni-
versity.

The winter/spring semester rehears-
als will start Tuesday, January 26,
2010, in preparation for an afternoon
performance on Sunday, May 16,
2010, at Calvary Episcopal Church in
Summit. The program will feature
John Rutter’s Feel the Spirit, a set of
spirituals arranged in a jazz style jux-
taposed with some well-known oper-
atic choruses.

With members from Union,
Somerset, Bergen, Hudson and
Middlesex counties, The Choral Art
Society is a non-profit community
chorus dedicated to the study and
performance of great choral works.
James Little is starting his 11th sea-
son as musical director.

Celebration Singers
Hold Auditions

CRANFORD – Celebration Sing-
ers Children’s Choir and Young Men’s
Ensemble will hold auditions on
Wednesday, September 9, from 6:30
to 8 p.m. at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, located at 201 Lincoln
Avenue.

The children’s choir is open to stu-
dents ages 9 and older; the young
men’s ensemble is for young men in
grades 8 to 11 with changed/chang-
ing voices. Both choirs rehearse on
Tuesday evenings at the Methodist
Church in Cranford.

The children’s choir rehearses from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and the young men’s
ensemble from 7:45 to 8:45 p.m. Each
year, the young men’s ensemble par-
ticipates in the barbershop “Festival
of Harmony” and has been chosen to
perform in their evening concert. Both
choirs sing a variety of music ranging
from classical to pop.

Tom Pedas, a former music teacher
with the Linden and Cranford Public
Schools, who now teaches at Saint
John the Apostle School in Clark,
founded the children’s choir 15 years
ago. The current members come from
three different counties. Many of them
have been chosen for All State, All
Eastern and Nationals Honor Choirs.

For further information, call Mr.
Pedas at (908) 233-2885.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Filmmakers Symposium
Brings Best Movies to NJ

Museum to Host SP Author
On ‘Benefits of Spices’

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Wednes-
day, September 9, from 7 to 8:30 p.m.,
The Rubin Museum of Art in New York
City will present Scotch Plains resident
Veronica “Rani” Sidhu and Dr. Leat
Kuzniar in a discussion on “The Health
Benefits of Spices.” Also included is a
presentation of some of the cultural and
historical highlights from Punjab, a re-
gion of India and Pakistan.

Ms. Sidhu, a resident of Scotch Plains
for almost 40 years, will be available to
sign her new cookbook, “Menus and
Memories From Punjab: Meals to Nour-
ish Body and Soul,” published by
Hippocrene Books. Tasting samples of
four of her recipes and a Punjabi folk
dance performance will round out the
program.

Ms. Sidhu first tried Indian food more
than 45 years ago when she lived in
Punjab as a new bride. She gathered
stories from the characters she met in
towns and villages, who became the
basis for the 22 vignettes introducing
the menus and recipes in her book.

More than 30 fragrant spices and
herbs are used in Punjabi cooking.
Most, if not all of them, have specific
health benefits. Dr. Kuzniar will pro-
vide commentary as Ms. Sidhu de-
scribes her recipes and provides tast-
ing samples.

The Rubin is located at 150 West
17th St (at 7th Avenue). Tickets are $12
and available from rmanyc.org. Seat-
ing is limited. The doors will open from
6 to 6:45 p.m. for a food-themed tour of
the galleries, which is included in the
admission price. Light supper will also
be available to purchase from the mu-
seum restaurant before 7 p.m.

20TH SYMPOSIUM…Amelia, starring Hilary Swank, and 20 more not-yet-
released movies will premiere in Filmmakers Symposium in the fall 2009 series
beginning in September at AMC Loews Mountainside.

MOUNTAINSIDE – Starting Sep-
tember 21, the 20th Anniversary Film-
makers Symposium Fall Series will run
for 12 weeks at two New Jersey the-
atres: AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall. This
series has hosted 1,323 movie premieres
with 877 live guest appearances over
the past 19 years.

Oscar winners and nominees James
Cromwell, Ethan Hawke, Viggo
Mortensen and David Strathairn have

joined Al Franken, Joe Pantoliano and
Kevin Smith as guest speakers who
have come to share their insights with
Symposium participants.

The series is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enrollment is
advised. Subscription is $171 for six
weeks or $309 for 12 weeks. Discounts
will be available for registrations made
by September 4.

“Even before we started 20 years
ago, I have worked to create an interna-
tional VIP network of filmmakers, ac-
tors, journalists, critics and film indus-
try executives whose jobs involve iden-
tifying and evaluating the cream of
Sundance, Cannes, Toronto, Venice,
Berlin, Tribeca and the other important
film festivals,” said Chuck Rose, sym-
posium director. “We also work to fer-
ret out potential hits in the development
and production stages so we are ready
to pounce on the best films first.”

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming series
include, but are not limited to, Amelia,
with Hilary Swank and Ewan
McGregor, director Mira Nair; The Boys
Are Back, with Clive Owen and Laura
Fraser, director Scott Hicks; Brothers,
with Jake Gyllenhaal and Natalie
Portman, director Jim Sheridan;
Everybody’s Fine, with Robert De Niro
and Kate Beckinsale, director Kirk
Jones; Margaret, with Anna Paquin
and Matt Damon, director Kenneth
Lonergan; Me and Orson Welles, with
Christian McKay and Zac Efron, direc-
tor Richard Linklater; Nine, with Daniel
Day-Lewis and Marion Cotillard, di-
rector Rob Marshall; The Thorn in the
Heart, with Suzette Gondry and  Jean-
Yves Gondry, director Michel Gondry;
The Tree of Life, with Brad Pitt and
Sean Penn, director Terrence Malick;
Whip It, with Ellen Page and Kristen
Wiig, director Drew Barrymore; Women
in Trouble, with Carla Gugino and Josh
Brolin, director Sebastian Gutierriz.

For information or to register, call
(800) 531-9416 or visit:
privatescreenings.org.

Westfield’s Full Count Band Keeps
Sounds of Big Band Alive, Current

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — On Thursday night,
the Garwood Crossroads was filled
with classic Big Band music from
Westfield, as the Full Count Big Band
took the stage. Based in Westfield,
the six-year-old band has been dedi-
cated to keeping the sounds of Big
Band music alive and current.

“Big Band and jazz are really the
classical music of America,” said band
president (and alternate bass player)
Mitch Kolesaire. “We really want to
keep this music alive, but that doesn’t
mean just playing the more nostalgic
tunes. Otherwise, we’d just play nurs-
ing homes. We try to bring in more
modern music into the Big Band
sound.”

To accomplish this, Full Count has
an array of talented musicians, in-
cluding many local residents who
often bring professional skill to the
fold.

“We’ve always been an open band,
and it’s amazing how we’ve found
some of these people,” Mr. Kolesaire
said. “One of our members, Frank
Grasso, led a Big Band in Europe for
20 years. And another, Bob San
Filippo, worked on Broadway. Our
vocalist, Aubrey Parasolle, studied
jazz vocals at the University of Mi-
ami and has her own three-piece
band.”

The array of talent has led Full Count
to much success, and the band has
played at several charity events and
fundraisers. Full Count has also played
the Westfield Jazz Festival. Currently,
Full Count is working to make the
Crossroads a more frequent stop on its
tour list, hence the evening’s show.

The band opened with the classic,
“I’ve got the Whole World On A
String,” with smooth vocals from Ms.
Parasolle. Afterwards, they moved
into the Nat King Cole classic, “Per-
haps, Perhaps, Perhaps.” Ms.
Parasolle then moved down so the
band could play a couple of

instrumentals, including “Blues for
Bassie” and, in a more contemporary
turn, a Big Band version of James
Taylor’s “Country Road.” The latter
featured brassy horns and a funky
bassline, yet was always recogniz-
able as the Taylor classic.

After another instrumental, Ms.
Parasolle returned to the stage to add
vocals to the jazz classic “It Had To
Be You” and the stomping “My Heart
Belongs to Daddy,” which was made
famous by Marilyn Monroe.

Full Count then took a quick break,
only to return with instrumentals “This
Time The Dreams On Me” and “When
You’re Smilin,” which had the perfect
mix of gentle, dreamlike horns and a
driving beat punctuated by drum rolls.

The band shone again on “Skyluck,”

with an amazing alto-sax solo by Mr.
San Filippo, and “High Maintenance,”
which was referred to as a “band
favorite.”

Not to be outdone, Ms. Parasolle
returned with the longtime standard
“Fever,” which was ripe with dark
bass lines and sexy vocals. Full Count
then ended the show with a trio of
vocal songs – another Nat King Cole
classic, “L-O-V-E,” the Latin-tinged
“Dance With Me” and the contempo-
rary “How Sweet It Is” (also per-
formed by James Taylor).

Afterwards, the only thing prevent-
ing the requested encore was the fact
there were other bands on the
evening’s agenda. More on Full Count
can be found at
fullcountbigband.com.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUNT ON IT...The Full Count Big Band, a division of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts, is an 18-piece big-band consisting of sax, trombone, trumpet and
rhythm section. Recently, the band visited the Crossroads in Garwood to bring the
Big Band sound to newer audiences.

WCP Announces
Its 75th Season

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) has an-
nounced the lineup for its 75th anni-
versary season beginning in October
as well as an open house for pro-
spective members and volunteers
Saturday, September 12, from 1 to 4
p.m. with light refreshments.

Located at 1000 North Avenue
West in Westfield, the open house is
for anyone interested in learning
more about the operations of a com-
munity-based, non-profit theater and
willing to give their time to support
the new season of four shows.

Incoming President JoAnne
Lemenille noted the new season fea-
turing comedy, mystery and farce
will open Saturday evening October
3. Don’t Drink the Water, Woody
Allen’s comedy hit, presents a fam-
ily from New Jersey on the run from
the secret police somewhere behind
the Iron Curtain.

January brings Henry Denker’s
comedy, Second Time Around, about
senior citizens falling in love over
the objections of their children.
Frederick Knott’s murder mystery
Dial M for Murder about a husband
committing a perfect crime follows
in March, and the season concludes
in May with a Ray Cooney farce,
Caught in the Net, about a man with
two families comically trying to keep
his children apart.

Season subscriptions for all four
shows are $50, a 40-percent savings
over individual ticket prices of $20
per show. Interested theatergoers can
call (908) 232-9568 for subscription
information.

Ms. Lemenille said last year’s open
house netted new people willing to
work backstage and on the business
side of things such as set painting
and selling ads for the season play-
bill.

She explained, “It is a great oppor-
tunity to come see what WCP is
about and to help us get ready for our
75th anniversary season beginning
this October.”

She also added that all skills are
needed, from stage crew, set con-
struction, costumes, makeup and ush-
ers to box office and facilities. “Be-
sides,” she added, “even if you have
no theater skills, WCP has plenty of
folks willing to train a new genera-
tion of backstage and office work-
ers.”

CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

     Tel:  908.233.9094

E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

       STEVE SHEVLINO

     JANET FITTERER

          PHYLLIS TANTAWY

• Piano Preparatory & General 

      Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

      .....50 years, and STILL counting.

Long’s Passion ‘Colors’ Art
Awareness in WF, County

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Lifelong Westfield resi-
dent Paula Long is as much an arts advo-
cate as she is a coordinator.

“I see myself as someone [who] identi-
fies areas where arts can help improve
lives,” she said.

Since 1998, she has held the position of
Local Arts Development Coordinator in
Union County’s Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs (OCHA).

She began her career at the Fashion
Institute of Technology, where she studied
merchandising.

After a “detour” in her education that
lasted almost 30 years, she returned to
Kean University, graduating Magna Cum
Laude with a major in Art
History and a minor in Com-
munications.

Soon after, she joined the
staff at OCHA.

Even while caring for a
family – husband, Bruce, now
a retired vice-president of the
Prudential Realty Group and
sons, Christian and Craig –
art, especially youth art edu-
cation and appreciation, was
a major part of her life.

When her sons attended
Tamaques School, she chaired the Art
Appreciation Committee, a program
whereby parents volunteered to bring re-
productions of famous works of art to the
classroom and introducing them to the
students.

She also volunteered in the Westfield
School System as chair of the Fine Arts
Committee, and along with several other
Westfield parents, she founded the non-
profit Westfield Coalition for the Arts to
provide art and music scholarships to gradu-
ating Westfield High School seniors.

Mrs. Long first joined the county’s
OCHA team as a volunteer coordinator of
the Teen Arts Council.

Later, she was instrumental in develop-
ing and implementing the Youth Art Con-
sortium, a forum for networking and col-
laborating that often results in partnerships

among organizations that work with youth.
Today, Mrs. Long oversees the admin-

istration of more than 52 art grants.
She also assists the OCHA staff in the

design, promotion and implementation of
workshops, information programs, arts
events and other public programs support-
ing and promoting the arts in Union County.

“In general, Union County is very strong
in arts education,” Mrs. Long stated.

Other programs facilitated by Mrs. Long
bring art to senior citizens and those in
homeless shelters.

To Mrs. Long, art and art appreciation
affects all aspects of people’s lives.

“The arts are critical to our well-being,”
she said.

To illustrate her point, she mentioned
the role of art after 9/11.

“Artists of all types per-
formed free. It was a calming
influence on the country,” she
said. “The arts are not always
valued for all the contribu-
tions they make to society.”

“For example, art spurs
the economy. An exhibit or
performance gets people out.
This, in turn, helps restau-
rants and other businesses,”
she said.

Naturally, Mrs. Long
would like to see the arts become an even
stronger force in our society, and to make
this happen, she encourages people to
take an active role in promoting the arts.

“One way people can do this is by
contacting their legislators,” she sug-
gested.

Mrs. Long has been honored by many
organizations for her contributions to art
awareness, among them Community Ac-
cess Unlimited, and Families and Com-
munities Together (FACT).

She is a member of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation, and the
Westfield Historic Society, as well as a
volunteer for the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra.

Mrs. Long’s passion for the arts can be
summed up in one sentence.

“Without art, there is no life,” she said.

Paula Long


