
We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

The Westfield Leader
www.goleader.com
sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

Continue to the next page ==>

http://www.goleader.com/presskit
User
Newspaper, Next Page ==>



Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 119th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 11-2009 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, March 12, 2009USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-8, 16

Obituary ........ 8
Education ...... 9, 18
Sports ............ 11-15

Real Estate .... 11-19
Classifieds .... 17
A&E .............. 18-20

on county resources could be seen if
all of the county’s 2,800 employees
received their paychecks through di-
rect deposit into their bank accounts.
He said, currently, 72 percent of the
workforce is paid this way with a goal
of increasing that number to 77 per-
cent.

The director said that in 2008, the
county was able to make up for a $5
million revenue shortfall “and actu-
ally came in with a positive operating
fund balance.”

Joseph Graziano, director of the
county’s engineering, public works
and facilities department, said job
slashing in the engineering division
would require the remaining employ-
ees in the division and in the depart-
ment as a whole to “scrutinize con-
sultants to make sure that they are
doing what they are being paid for.”
The engineering division is respon-
sible for oversight of projects, engi-
neers and project managers.

“A lot of other people are going to
have to step up to the plate. We are
going to have to do more with less
now,” Mr. Graziano said. “We just
have to pull a lot of resources out of
the current employees that we have.
They are just going to be working
harder.”

He recommended that a capital
oversight office be established “in
order to communicate with consult-
ants on current capital projects as
well as new projects” and that the
bureau of inspections report to the
engineering division instead of pub-
lic works.

Mr. Graziano said the layoffs would
mainly impact “inside staff,” saying
that the public works’ road crews
would not be cut.

County Manager George Devanney
said, however, that “without pension
deferrals” of $4 million from the state,
layoffs would likely be expanded to
include public works.

“The second round of layoffs are
ones we don’t want to have to see
through,” the county manager said.

Cranford Cell Tower Ruling
Appealed by Omnipoint
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — David Weeks, the
attorney for the Cranford zoning board
of adjustment, told The Westfield
Leader he filed a response recently
denying the allegations in the recent
appeal of plaintiff Omnipoint Com-
munications, Inc., which was denied
their joint application under the name
New York SMSA Limited Partner-
ship, also formed with Verizon Wire-
less, New Cingular PCS, and Sprint
Spectrum (which pulled out mid-way
through the hearings), to build a 120-
foot monopole on the border of
Cranford and Westfield to close the
gap in cell phone coverage in the
area.

In December, the board had denied
the application to build the tower
after hearing cases made by both the
applicant and those opposed to the
monopole that went on for over a

year.
Omnipoint appealed that the

board’s decision to deny the applica-
tion was “arbitrary, capricious, un-
reasonable and otherwise without
basis in law or fact...”

The complaint noted that “there
was no competent expert testimony
or other evidence disputing any of
Plaintiff’s testimony or evidence, only
net opinions unsupported by any fac-
tual analysis or study.”

It said the Cranford Swim Club
property situated in a residential zone
was the “only available site” to erect
the tower and was the “least intru-
sive.”

Mr. Weeks called it “a standard,
routine appeal.”

He has not received a court date
from the Union County State Supe-
rior Court, but surmised that the court
would hear the case in six to nine
months.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAPPY 100...The Ladies Auxiliary of Children’s Specialized Hospital in Mountainside celebrate the Auxiliary’s 100th
anniversary last Sunday afternoon at 16 Prospect Bistro in Westfield. Pictured, from left to right, are: Vernon and Dale
Barback, Gail Sloan, Janet Jackson and Sally Brown. Ms. Barback is president of the Summit Twig. Ms. Jackson and Ms.
Brown are past presidents of the Auxiliary, and Ms. Sloan is the current president.

Courtesy of the Westfield Police Department
LUCKY MOTORIST...A 52-year-old woman was able to exit her vehicle before
it was struck by a Norfolk Southern freight train at the Rahway Avenue grade
crossing near Lamberts Mill Road on the Westfield/Clark border last Thursday
night. Police said the woman was caught in backed-up traffic when the safety gate
came down. See story on this page.

Car Struck by Train
At Rahway Ave. Crossing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A 52-year-old
Freehold resident escaped injury last
Thursday night when her car was
struck by a Norfolk Southern freight
train at a grade crossing on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield at the Clark bor-
der.

According to Westfield Police Cap-
tain Clifford Auchter, the driver of
the vehicle, Michele Quinn, was
“caught in backed up traffic” when
the grade crossing gate came down.
He said she was able to exit the car
before the train collided with the ve-
hicle. Clark police were on the scene
when Westfield police arrived.

“The train struck the vehicle and
spun it sideways,” Captain Auchter
said. He said only a portion of the car
was over the tracks when the vehicle
was struck. The vehicle was towed
from the scene.

Westfield Town Councilman James
Foerst said the train did blow its
whistle. Working with federal authori-

ties, the town is creating a “quiet
zone” whereby freight trains will no
longer be required to sound their
whistles during early morning hours
at the grade crossing.

“It is our understanding that this
accident, the first in a decade, will
have little if any impact on our ability
to timely move forward with the grade
crossing improvements. We are still
on track,” Mr. Foerst said.

Captain Auchter said he did not
recall an accident of this nature hav-
ing occurred since the installation of
the gate. “It’s been a long time since
we had a vehicle struck there…maybe
decades,” he said.

A check of The Westfield Leader
archives reveals that a Conrail train
ran into a vehicle, driven by a 39-
year-old woman, on Sunday, July 2,
1989. In that incident, the car became
disabled and the driver had attempted
to push the car off the tracks. The
train pushed the car 62 feet off the
tracks. The driver did not sustain any
injuries.

County to Trim Engineering;
Runnells Hosp. Reported in Black

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ fiscal
affairs committee completed its hear-
ings on the proposed $449.3-million
budget, which would raise taxes $13.5
million.

Runnells Specialized Hospital re-
ported that it will run a profit for the
first time in a number of years, while
the engineering division prepares for
a restructuring that is expected to
shave one million dollars in salaries
off the payroll by the end of the year.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said he “does not see any serious
stumbling blocks” that would cause,
as Freeholder Dan Sullivan described,
“radical” changes from the proposed
budget. Mr. Caroselli said a savings

Mr. Devanney has been developing a
plan to cut the proposed budget by $8
million in the event the State Legisla-
ture does not pass pension deferral
legislation. The budget, as currently
drafted, would increase spending over
last year by $12.5 million.

Runnells Specialized Hospital’s
director, Joseph Sharp, presented a
proposed budget of $37.5 million, an
increase of $1.9 million over last year.
Expenditures will be offset by $42.1
million in revenue. Overtime costs
dropped $900,000 last year to $2.7
million where they are expected to
come down about another $100,000
in 2009. According to his report, the
budget does not include $7.2 million
in items such as fringe benefits, utili-
ties, insurance and mortgage pay-
ments.

The hospital is looking to raise
another $8 million in revenue by add-
ing 20 beds in Runnells’ Cornerstone
psychiatric unit. Mr. Sharp said the
state, which would pay for the operat-
ing costs of the program, is reluctant
to add new facilities at this time.
Runnells closed its physical rehabili-
tation unit at the end of 2007 due to a
change in Medicare reimbursement
rates.

Mr. Sharp said the hospital also
wants to increase the occupancy rate
in the long-term wing by 3 percent to
97 percent, or 12 percent above the
state average. He projects that this
would generate another $750,000 in
revenue. He said Runnells would
emphasize customer service this year
“from the highest levels of manage-
ment to the rank and file.”

According to a report by the Depart-
ment of Administrative Services, the
county spent $280,000 for outside pro-
fessional services such as for consult-
ants, and $378,431 for outside attor-
neys, in addition to the county counsel’s
office, which employs nine lawyers
and 16 staffers at a 2009 projected
budget of $1.7 million. The county
spends another $49.1 million on insur-
ance policies with a dozen firms.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
PASS THE SYRUP...The annual Pancake Day held on Saturday at Westfield
High School (WHS) drew large crowds throughout the morning. The event,
sponsored by the Westfield Rotary Club, raises money for scholarships for WHS
students.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
AN ANNUAL TRADITION...Darielle Walsh prepares a crate of milk for patrons
at Saturday’s annual Pancake Day held at Westfield High School and sponsored
by the Westfield Rotary Club.

Garwood Councilman
Sytko Proposes Pay Cut
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Citing the cur-
rent state of the economy, Garwood
Councilman Anthony Sytko asked
his colleagues to consider an addi-
tional reduction to their salary dur-
ing Tuesday’s meeting of the mayor
and council.

During last year’s budget pro-
cess, Mayor Dennis McCarthy
agreed to a pay cut from $2,400 to
$1,800, while the council reduced
their salaries from $2,000 to $1,500.
Mr. Sytko proposed reducing the
salaries to $1,200 for the mayor and
$1,000 for the council, saying these
new numbers would bring them
below the pension threshold.

“In addition to saving the upfront
cost, we’re also saving some cost
down the line,” Mr. Sytko said.

Mr. Sytko also said last week that
he would not be accepting his $1,500
salary this year.

Finance Committee Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio called Mr.
Sytko’s actions “political,” saying
for the past several years, she has
declined the $500 stipend she is
entitled to as a member of the coun-
cil and did not “make a statement to
the newspaper.”

“Some of us may decide not to
take the salary, but you know what,
it’s going to be that we just don’t
receive the check,” Ms. Villaggio
said.

“We have the choice, and if we
decide not to take it, we will speak
to [borough administrator] Tina
[Ariemma].”

Ms. Villaggio also said that mem-

bers who joined the council after
2007 are included in the Defined
Contribution Retirement Program,
not the Public Employees Retire-
ment System (PERS).

Resident Bruce Paterson com-
mended both Ms. Villaggio for not
accepting the stipend and Mr. Sytko
for not accepting his salary this year.
He also said he supported Mr.
Sytko’s suggestion.

“It would be a nice united front
and a nice statement saying ‘we feel
your pain,’” Mr. Paterson said.

Also on Tuesday, Council Presi-
dent Keith Sluka, chairman of the
Fire Committee, said that the
borough’s fire department has re-
ceived a $65,000 grant from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Mr. Sluka said 95 percent of the
money, or roughly $61,750, would
be paid by the federal government
while the remaining $3,250 would
come from the borough. The grant
will go towards the purchase of self
contained breathing apparatuses for
the department.

The council said in the event the
State Legislature does not pass the
pension deferral bill on March 16,
the borough would be forced to hold
an additional meeting to amend the
proposed $6.9 million municipal
budget on March 18 at 7 p.m.

The council anticipates introduc-
ing the budget at its next regular
meeting on Tuesday, March 24.
There will also be a public hearing
on an ordinance to amend the
borough’s sign restrictions at that
meeting.

Westfield Retains Counsel
Koenig in Sunnyside Litigation

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The governing
body, after conferring in executive
session Tuesday night, decided that
a “need exists” for the Town of
Westfield to retain professional le-
gal services regarding the defense of
litigation.

In early January, Sunnyside Senior
Housing of Westfield, L.L.C. filed a
lawsuit in Union County Superior
Court against the Town of Westfield,
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, the town
council and the planning board.

After a screening and interview
process, the town has elected to re-

tain Stuart Koenig of the Cedar Grove
law firm Stickel, Koenig and Sullivan
for a period ending December 31,
2009. The estimated total fees for
this year, according to the resolution
provided to The Westfield Leader,
shall not exceed $35,000.

The lawsuit alleges that the
plaintiff’s attempt to develop prop-
erty purchased on Springfield Av-
enue has been “rebuffed” by the de-
fendants. According to the plaintiff,
the property represents one of the
few vacant parcels in Westfield suit-
able for the development of afford-
able housing. The plaintiff claims
that the property is “well suited” for

a multi-family residential develop-
ment of at least 60 units with a com-
ponent for low- and moderate-in-
come housing. Further, the lawsuit
alleges Westfield’s zoning ordi-
nances to be “unreasonable and oner-
ous.”

The plaintiff declares Westfield’s
zoning ordinance “unconstitutional”
and, in addition, says it is entitled to
a builder’s remedy requiring the re-
zoning of the property to permit the
aforementioned development.

Separately, in executive session,
the council voted to memorialize
minutes of the February 10 private
session pertaining to Chambers ver-
sus The Town of Westfield, which
The Leader had requested through
OPRA (Open Public Records Act)
last Tuesday.

However, those minutes, along
with the settlement agreement, could
not be provided to The Leader.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
Tuesday night, said, “The matter is
still considered pending litigation
because the town and our attorney
have not received the Stipulation of
Dismissal.” This document formally
concludes the lawsuit.

Mr. Gildea assured the newspaper
that once the Stipulation is received,
perhaps as early as today, all permit-
ted documents would be released.

During the evening’s public ses-
sion, the town honored Recreation
Department employee Joanne
Colaneri, who was recommended for,
and received, the New Jersey Recre-
ation and Parks Association’s Em-
ployee of the Year Award.

Mayor Skibitsky thanked Ms.
Colaneri, on behalf of all council
members, for “her dedication to the
job and the residents of the town.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann gave an update on pool
registration. All 2008 members have
until Thursday, April 16, by 4:30
p.m. to pre-register. Those who were
not members last year will have the
opportunity to obtain the remaining
memberships in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room
on Saturday, April 18, beginning at 8
a.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Westfield Police Sets DWI
Checkpoint for March 14

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Police Department will be con-
ducting a DWI (Driving While In-
toxicated) checkpoint on Satur-
day, March 14, between 9 p.m.
and 4 a.m. The DWI checkpoint
will be established at one or more
of the following locations:  North
Avenue, South Avenue, Central
Avenue, Springfield Avenue and
East Broad Street.

Officers working the DWI Check-
point are specifically trained in de-

tecting and apprehending drunk driv-
ers.

The Westfield Police Department
is committed to using all enforce-
ment efforts to reduce the rate of
alcohol related accidents and fatali-
ties through the detection and re-
moval of impaired drivers from the
public roadways.

For more information, contact Cap-
tain David Wayman
dwayman@wpdnj.org; phone (908)
789-6070.

Thank You Note
We thank Lee Ramire for the pho-

tograph published last week of the
Westfield Fire Department in action
at the Rialto Theater in downtown
Westfield. We did not include this in
the photo credit. The public is invited
to e-mail their interesting community
photographs to editor@goleader.com.
The readers and we appreciate it.

For more than 150 years, people have
been able to rely on Northwestern Mu-
tual to provide them with access to a
wide variety of products and services.
We have a history of performance and an
enviable reputation.   I am a financial ad-
visor who has been with Northwestern
Mutual for 18 years, and in all situations,
I will make only those recommendations
which I would do for myself and my fam-
ily if faced with a similar situation.  I hold
a degree in accounting and finance from
James Madison University. I have earned
the Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU),
Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC)
and Certified in Long Term Care (CLTC)
designations. I am a Disability Income
Specialist. My areas of expertise include
Disability Income Insurance, Business
Needs Analysis, Asset & Income Protec-
tion, College Education Funding, Long-
Term Care Insurance, and Estate
Analysis.  By matching your needs with
innovative solutions utilizing world-class
insurance services and internationally
recognized investment products, I will do
my best to help you protect and provide
for those people you care about most.  I
will work hard to build a relationship with
you based on trust and integrity, always
striving to provide you with the same
level of ethical service that I would ex-
pect for myself.

MORE ABOUT US:

05-2056   ©2004 The Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and 
distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates.

The Olson Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008, Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4065
Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CLTC
Financial Advisor
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz
www.nmfn.com/olsonfinancialgroup

Join Northwestern Mutual and help clients build and achieve financial security. Proven training programs and licensing provided.
For 150 years Northwestern Mutual and its products have earned a most enviable reputation. 

Email or fax resume to Laura Cuozzo
laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com • fax 908-918-0517

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (NM),
and its subsidiaries and affiliates. Jeff Rembisz is an Insurance Agent of NM (life insurance, annuities and disability income insurance) and Northwestern Long Term Care In-
surance Company, Milwaukee, WI, a subsidiary of NM (long-term care insurance), and a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of Northwestern
Mutual Investment Services, LLC, 180 River Rd Fl 2, Summit, NJ 07901-1449, 908-918-0510, a wholly-owned company of NM, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser
and member FINRA and SIPC. NM and The Olson Financial Group are not broker-dealers or registered investment advisers. 

Now Hiring –
Financial Representatives

For Future 
Westfield Office

Westfield
Tuesday, March 3, a business estab-

lishment on the 400 block of West
South Avenue sustained damage
through criminal mischief. An indi-
vidual, described as a white male in his
50s, caused a glass window to shatter
by continuously banging on it with an
umbrella. The suspect then fled the
scene. The damage amount was un-
known.

Wednesday, March 4, Robert Christ-
mas, 61, of Elizabeth was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
West Broad Street on outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Rahway, for $800,
Cranford, for $700, and Fanwood, for
$1,000. He was released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, March 4, the manager
of a business located on the 300 block
of East South Avenue reported an ap-
parent theft of services. An Edison resi-
dent is alleged to have rented two dif-
ferent motor vehicles in December
2008, and returned same after hours
without subsequently making any rental
payments. The value of the alleged
theft of services is $2,094.37.

Wednesday, March 4, Kenneth E.
Middleton, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Westfield police headquarters
on a Fanwood traffic warrant for $500.
He was processed and turned over to
the Fanwood Police Department.

Thursday, March 5, Jovan N. Clark,
20, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield criminal warrant. Clark was
processed and released after posting
$500 bail.

Friday, March 6, Alyssa Porchetta,
19, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant.
She was processed and released after
posting $140 bail.

Friday, March 6, a 17-year-old male
from New Providence was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to a responsible
adult.

Saturday, March 7, Ronald Powell,
53, of Plainfield was arrested at East
South Avenue and Cacciola Place after
a traffic stop, which occurred because
the front seat passenger in the vehicle
was not wearing his seatbelt.

Powell was charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly supplying
police with false identification. Further
investigation revealed that Powell’s
driver’s license was suspended and that
there were five outstanding warrants
for his arrest. They included four traffic
warrants from South Plainfield, total-
ing $1,988, and a South Bound Brook
traffic warrant for $380.

Powell was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed. Bail on the hindering apprehen-
sion charge was set at $250. He posted
total bail of $2,618 and was issued a
summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license. The front seat
passenger was issued a summons for a
seatbelt violation.

Diane Ramey, 43, of Plainfield, an-
other passenger in the vehicle, also was
arrested on an outstanding Irvington
criminal warrant in the amount of $630.
She was transported to Westfield police
headquarters and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, March 8, an anonymous
male entered Westfield police head-
quarters and turned in a pill bottle he
had found in Mindowaskin Park. The
bottle contained 28 unmarked white
pills and the exterior label appeared
to be written in a foreign language,
possibly Eastern European or Rus-
sian. The item was secured in the
Westfield Police Department prop-
erty locker.

Sunday, March 8, Sean Walker, 33,
of Bound Brook was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop at
Washington Street and Central Av-
enue. Further investigation revealed
an outstanding South Orange crimi-
nal warrant for him in the amount of
$500. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible adult.

Sunday, March 8, a resident of the
500 block of Downer Street reported
the theft and unauthorized use of
multiple credit cards. The victim be-
lieves the credit cards were stolen
from her home sometime between
March 4 and 5. At the time of the
report, multiple unauthorized charges
had been made with the stolen credit
cards. The case currently is under
investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 5, Tisha M.

Roach, 37, of New Brunswick was
arrested and charged with driving
while on the suspended list and for
two outstanding warrants, for $205
out of Linden and $89 out of Edison.

Friday, March 6, Rashanna R. Fort,
22, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). Fort was also charged
with driving while on the suspended
list, consumption of an alcoholic bev-
erage in a vehicle and contempt of
court. She was initially stopped for
driving with a broken driver’s side
view mirror.

Friday, March 6, a Summit Lane
resident reported that sometime over
night someone caused damage to the
left rear tail lens of her husband’s
vehicle, which was parked in the drive-
way. The damage was estimated at
$200.

Sunday, March 8, a Central Avenue
resident reported that someone
dumped an air conditioner near the
end of his driveway sometime be-
tween Thursday, March 5 and 11 a.m.
on Sunday, March 8. Police said there
are no suspects at this time.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 3, a Lamberts Mill

Road resident said someone damaged
her mailbox, which was valued at $75.

Tuesday, March 3, someone re-
ported that their vehicle was struck
by a hit-and-run driver while legally
parked on Westfield Avenue, causing
damage to the rear of the vehicle.
Police are investigating.

Thursday, March 5, Frank Penna,
43, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant. Penna was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Thursday, March 5, a resident of
Raritan Road said someone sent her a
letter requesting money to pay off a
debt. The victim said she then mailed a
check in excess of thousands of dollars.

Sunday, March 8, Robert Campora,
28, of Woodbridge was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. Campora was
transported to police headquarters
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, March 8, a Highlander
Drive resident reported that someone
entered his house through the front
door. Police said no items were re-
ported missing after the house alarm
was activated.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 4, Masa I. Free-

man, 53, of Plainfield was arrested at
Midway and Paul Street on an out-
standing Fanwood warrant after a field
investigation. He was processed,
posted bail and released.

Thursday, March 5, Desmond Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested
on an outstanding Union County war-
rant at South Avenue and Second Street
after a motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 5, Kimba A. Hall,
31, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding Bellville warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on the 100 block
of South Avenue. She was processed,
posted bail and released.

Thursday, March 5, Tracy A.
Getchis, 27, of Branchburg was ar-
rested on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant after a field investigation.
She posted bail and was released.

Tuesday, March 10, Andrew S.
Gartenlaub, 42, of Maplewood was
arrested on an outstanding Union
County warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He posted bail and was released.

Postal Inspector Investigates
Fire at Westfield Post Office

Next WF BOE Meeting
To Address Budget Gaps

WESTFIELD – The next public
meeting of the Westfield Board of
Education will be held on Tuesday,
March 17, at 8 p.m. at 302 Elm
Street. The business agenda will in-
clude a continued discussion of the
2009-2010 budget, including steps
needed to close a $3.5 million bud-
get gap facing the district.

“This year is a very different one
as we try to prepare our budget,” said
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan.

“Despite our cost-control efforts,
resulting in Westfield’s per-pupil
costs well below the state average,
we are confronted by a sharp decline
in investment income and unknown
state and federal aid, with these gov-
ernments experiencing a budget cri-
sis.

“With costs rising and revenues
decreasing and the state imposing
more and more controls over local

school districts,” she continued, “dif-
ficult decisions will have to be made
to develop a balanced budget.”

The superintendent continued,
“We’ve already taken several steps
in that direction, including holding
energy costs flat for two years, en-
tering into talks with the unions,
renegotiating insurance rates, pre-
venting an increase in dental insur-
ance and prescription drug costs,
and restricting spending in school
and departmental budgets. More
measures will have to be taken, how-
ever, to reach a balanced budget.”

A complete agenda of the March
17 meeting will be available on the
district’s website and in the board
secretary’s office at 302 Elm Street
on Friday, March 13. All board meet-
ings are taped for broadcast on Blue
Devils TV36 on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m., as well as
on weekends at 10 a.m.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A Saturday
morning fire at the Westfield Post
Office on Central Avenue disrupted
mail deliveries for two hours, ac-
cording to Westfield Fire Deputy
Chief Ken Dannevig.

Firefighters responded to the 7:30
a.m. fire and determined that it was
isolated to a small section of the
basement.

A plastic garbage container and a
portable mail cart were damaged.
He said smoke filled the building,
which was ventilated before being
opened.

“There was no damage done (to
the building),” Deputy Chief
Dannevig said, adding that the fire
was in an area not used for postal
operations. He said no mail was
destroyed.

Since the fire involved a federal
building — the Federal Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex-

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
HOT MAIL...Firefighters look for the source of the smoke coming from the roof
of the Westfield Post Office last Saturday morning. The cause was located in the
basement and extinguished.

SEEING RED...Women of the New Jersey Legislature pose to raise awareness for
the number-one killer of American women, heart disease, by wearing red for Go
Red for Women Day on Thursday, February 26, at the Statehouse in Trenton.
Asw. Linda Stender of Fanwood is pictured with the group.

Charles Laskowski for The Westfield Leader
GRIM INVESTIGATION...Westfield Police Officer Eric Loffredo drives his
vehicle down the train tracks Wednesday morning from the Rahway Avenue
crossing to investigate reports of a pedestrian fatality. Ultimately, the Scotch
Plains Police Department took over the investigation, which is ongoing, as the end
of the accident site was in Scotch Plains. Authorities confirmed that one person
had been killed.See report at lower right.

Last year, there were less than 1,000
spots open by Saturday morning, ac-
cording to Mr. Kaufmann, and the
final person to make the cut arrived
on line at 6 a.m. The pool caps mem-
bership at roughly 9,700 people.

People can register online with
credit cards. Between last Friday and
this Monday, Mr. Kaufmann said
$81,000 worth of registrations had
been logged.

In other business, until last year,
Westfield’s sidewalk-replacement
program allowed the town to bid out
a given sidewalk project, and the cost
was split evenly between affected
residents and the town. Going for-
ward, residents, if interested in par-
ticipating, will absorb the full cost.

The 2006 and 2007 sidewalk im-
provements have now been fully as-
sessed by assessor Annmarie Switzer.
Affected residents had a chance to
log objections in a hearing, held dur-
ing the public session, before either
paying in a lump sum or in annual
installments with interest at 2.25 per-
cent per annum on the unpaid bal-
ances.

A Clark Street resident said the
work done on her sidewalks in 2006
was “far from perfect…The concrete
is cracked; it cracked the driveway
apron…The town did not get its
money’s worth from the contractor.
I’ll have to replace it again.”

Mr. Gildea said the town will “do
what we can to use [a new] contractor
to make repairs… We’ll do the best
we can.”

When asked by the mayor to give a
time frame, Mr. Gildea estimated late
spring or summer but said it “is con-
tingent on the capital budget and
bringing in a vendor through the bid
process.”

A gentleman who owns two prop-
erties on Windsor Avenue said he
voiced complaints immediately after
work was done in 2006. He said the
concrete used was old or not suffi-
cient quality.

“There was unacceptable
cutting….and the concrete finish was
poor,” he said.

The man brought pictures to show

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Retains Attorney
In Sunnyside Litigation

how the work created a hole on one
property, where water now freezes
despite his best attempts to maintain
it. The work also impacted the eleva-
tion of a handicap ramp.

“I don’t think we should pay any-
thing,” he said.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon,
when asked by the mayor, said roughly
six residents who all had work done
around the same period in 2006 had
“issues with the materials and work-
manship.”

The mayor asked Mr. McAloon to
visit the properties and “see if we can
make it more tolerable.”

The mayor announced the Woman’s
Club of Westfield’s garage sale
fundraiser benefiting Autism-New
Jersey would take place on Saturday,
April 4, at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, located at 301 Clark Street in
Westfield, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

All proceeds will be earmarked for
continued research and support in
curing this disease. Public donations
will be accepted. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 233-2339.

Under the new “Westfield First”
campaign, the town welcomed the
owners from Limani Seafood Grill
and The Farmhouse Store, specializ-
ing in unique pottery and jewelry, to
discuss their businesses. To learn more
about these North Avenue establish-
ments, see limaniwestfieldnj.com and
thefarmhousestore.com.

Boy Scouts from Troop 73 pre-
sented their colors and led attendees
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The mayor honored both Boy and
Girl Scouts from Westfield. March 8
through 13 is considered Girl Scout
Week.

Corzine to Slash Town Aid
In $29.8-Billion Budget
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — Governor Jon Corzine
unveiled a $29.8-billion state budget
Tuesday that calls for a 2 percent de-
crease in municipal aid and slight in-
crease in school aid.

He said the spending plan is $3 bil-
lion less than the budget enacted in
June. The budget would cut aid to hos-
pitals, universities and would eliminate
the property tax deduction on state in-
come taxes.

Those making over $500,000 will
see a three-quarters of a percent hike in
their income taxes. Also, families earn-
ing over $75,000 will no longer be
eligible for Homestead Tax Rebates.

According to the budget, municipal
aid will be cut by $50.5 million, higher
education will be slashed by $22.2 mil-
lion, hospitals will receive $20.8 mil-
lion less in aid. School aid will be
increased by $306,000.

“We must maintain our priorities at
the same time that we work to minimize
the tax burden on our citizens,” Gover-
nor Corzine said.

State and local officials issued state-
ments on the governor’s proposed
budget.

Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. of Westfield was critical of what he
said was Mr. Corzine’s decision “to end
the long-standing deduction for prop-
erty taxes that New Jersey residents can
take from their annual income taxes.”

“Too many New Jersey
homeowners are struggling to stay in
their homes,” he continued. “This pro-
posal will eliminate a tax deduction

that averages $6,800 a year for each
homeowner,” Mr. Kean said. “The loss
of the deduction would make home
ownership even harder for New Jersey
residents who are struggling to make
ends meet during this recession. Gov-
ernor Corzine should immediately with-
draw this proposal to raise taxes on
middle class New Jersey by $500 mil-
lion.”

Former United States Attorney for
New Jersey and Republican Guberna-
torial candidate Chris Christie said the
speech marks the “the unfortunate cul-
mination of the Corzine-McGreevey
era — seven years of tax increases,
irresponsible spending, the doubling of
our state debt and, most importantly, a
failure to make the tough decisions.”

“The Wall Street philosophy of spend
now, borrow now and pay later has
driven New Jersey to be unaffordable for
its people. This budget proposal is just
more of the same — higher state taxes,
higher property taxes and no account-
ability for the pain that this lack of strong
leadership has caused the people of New
Jersey,” Mr. Christie said.

State Senate President Richard Codey
(D-27, West Orange) said the governor
“did today, what millions of house-
holds across the country are doing dur-
ing this economic crisis, scrubbing their
budgets to find cost-saving measures.”

“From top to bottom, we need to
make sure our limited funding is going
where it is needed most. I think the
governor did a good job of prioritizing.
Healthcare, education and seniors, all
of our most vulnerable, are seeing their
resources protected or even increased,”
Mr. Codey said.

He said the Legislature would “pour
through this budget to see if we can find
even more cost-saving measures.”

Assembly Speaker Joseph Roberts
(D-Camden) called the spending plan
“the toughest budget I’ve ever seen.”

“We’re going to position this state so
that when things get better, which we
know that they will, we’re going to be in
a better shape than our neighboring
states,” Mr. Roberts said.

Westfield Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said, “The proposal to cut
property tax rebates is going to hurt a
number of Westfield residents. The key
is to reduce spending, and the state,
counties and muncipalities have to leave
no stones unturned when determining
how to do this.”

Fellow Councilman Dave Haas
said, “The decrease in the proposed
state budget ($1 billon), compared to
the 2006 budget, amounts to about 9
percent in constant 2006 dollars. We
haven’t been able to come close to
that in our municipal government.
Let us begin with that as inspiration
for cutting our own spending.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

SP PD Confirm Fatality
On Conrail Track

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Township Police Chief Brian
Mahoney reported that there was a
fatality, Wednesday morning, on the
Conrail Train Line approximately 100
yards west of the service road at the
back of the Lamberts Mill Village
apartment complex on Spruce Mill
Lane.

At present, police said the victim is
an unidentified male who was walking
east on the tracks and was struck by an
eastbound freight train at approxi-
mately 9:06 a.m. The initial call came
after the train engineer notified his
dispatch. Conrail Police were also no-
tified, and a joint investigation into the
circumstances is ongoing.

Chief Mahoney said, “ The victim
was walking in the same direction as
the train...The initial investgation in-
dicates that he turned at the very last
moment and was struck. We believe
this to be a tragic accident and are still
investigating.”

The Union County Medical
Examiner’s Office responded. No fur-
ther information is available at this
time. The victim’s information will
be made available upon positive iden-
tification and notification of next of
kin.

plosives (ATF) – the Postal
Inspector’s office in Newark, the
New Jersey Division of Fire Ser-
vices, and the Union County Arson
Task Force were called to the scene
and interviewed postal employees,
Deputy Chief Dannevig said.

Ed Steed, public information of-
ficer with the United States Postal
Inspector’s Office, said the fire con-
sumed an area of only five feet. He
called the fire “negligible.”

“We believe it was an accident,”
he said, adding that inspectors are
reviewing evidence “to see if we
can determine a cause.” He said it
has not been determined if an
employee’s cigarette caused the fire.
“They (postal workers) are abso-
lutely not permitted to smoke in the
building.”

The results of the postal inspec-
tion would likely be released to the
Westfield Postmaster, who would
be responsible for disciplinary ac-
tion if warranted.
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Zoning BD. Turns Down Use
Of Garage As Living Qts.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week unani-
mously turned down an application
from a homeowner seeking tempo-
rary permission to utilize space above
a detached garage as living quarters
for family members.

Marcus Cognetti of 2022 Arrow-
head Drive purchased his home in
2004, and told the board at its meet-
ing last Thursday that he had been
told at the time that the space above
the garage could be used as an apart-
ment. Subsequently, though, town-
ship zoning officials informed him
otherwise. Mr. Cognetti said he
wanted to allow his brother to live
above the garage for the next year and
was seeking a temporary operating
permit (TOP) to do so.

At the start of the hearing, board
members and Board Attorney Vincent
Loughlin discussed whether a TOP
application was appropriate in this
instance because, as Mr. Loughlin
put it, a TOP is “not intended to be a
substitute for a use variance.” He said
TOPs are typically used for activities
for a limited amount of time and are
often seasonal, such as allowing res-
taurants to place tables and chairs
outdoors during warm weather
months. Mr. Cognetti’s application,
Mr. Loughlin said, “is feeling more
permanent,” and might fall into the

category of a use variance.
After being given a chance to pro-

ceed with his application or return
with a use variance application, Mr.
Cognetti chose to go forth with his
TOP application, which was verbally
opposed by several of his neighbors.

Dick Archambault of Arrowhead
Drive, saying he spoke for “just about
everyone in the neighborhood,” at-
tempted to present the board with a
petition, but Board Vice-Chairman
Ken Anderson, presiding over the
hearing, said the board was not le-
gally allowed to accept petitions.

Mr. Archambault’s wife, Toni,
spoke in opposition, saying that town-
ship officials would have “no vehicle
to monitor and manage” whether Mr.
Cognetti was complying with terms
of a TOP. She added that approving
such an application would “set a pre-
cedent” for relatives in the future who
wanted to move into the garage apart-
ment.

Ruth Berger of Arrowhead Drive
said the garage itself, and a possible
apartment, is “not something that is
enhancing our property.”

Wendy Hertzberg of Dogwood
Drive said allowing someone to oc-
cupy the garage would mean a “slip-
pery slope” for what she called “a
one-family neighborhood.”

Board members were skeptical
from the beginning of their discus-

FANWOOD BIRDS…Over 90 children recently learned how to create a back-
yard bird habitat and how to identify birds at the Fanwood Nature Center. The
Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology sponsored the program.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING CONTACTS...Some 30 members of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association and the Fanwood
Business and Professional Association attended the groups’ first Networking Night of the year last Thursday at the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad.

County to Trim Engineering;
Runnells Hosp. Reported in Black

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders’ fiscal
affairs committee completed its hear-
ings on the proposed $449.3-million
budget, which would raise taxes $13.5
million.

Runnells Specialized Hospital re-
ported that it will run a profit for the
first time in a number of years, while
the engineering division prepares for
a restructuring that is expected to
shave one million dollars in salaries
off the payroll by the end of the year.

Director of Finance Larry Caroselli
said he “does not see any serious

stumbling blocks” that would cause,
as Freeholder Dan Sullivan described,
“radical” changes from the proposed
budget. Mr. Caroselli said a savings
on county resources could be seen if
all of the county’s 2,800 employees
received their paychecks through di-
rect deposit into their bank accounts.
He said, currently, 72 percent of the
workforce is paid this way with a goal
of increasing that number to 77 per-
cent.

The director said that in 2008 the
county was able to make up for a $5
million revenue shortfall “and actu-
ally came in with a positive operating
fund balance.”

Joseph Graziano, director of the
county’s engineering, public works
and facilities department, said job
slashing in the engineering division
would require the remaining employ-
ees in the division and in the depart-
ment as a whole to “scrutinize con-
sultants to make sure that they are
doing what they are being paid for.”
The engineering division is respon-
sible for oversight of projects, engi-
neers and project managers.

“A lot of other people are going to
have to step up to the plate. We are
going to have to do more with less
now,” Mr. Graziano said. “We just
have to pull a lot of resources out of
the current employees that we have.
They are just going to be working
harder.”

He recommended that a capital
oversight office be established “in
order to communicate with consult-
ants on current capital projects as
well as new projects” and that the
bureau of inspections report to the
engineering division instead of pub-
lic works.

Mr. Graziano said the layoffs would
mainly impact “inside staff,” saying
that the public works’ road crews
would not be cut.

County Manager George Devanney
said, however, that “without pension
deferrals” of $4 million from the state,
layoffs would likely be expanded to
include public works.

“The second round of layoffs are
ones we don’t want to have to see
through,” the county manager said.
Mr. Devanney has been developing a
plan to cut the proposed budget by $8
million in the event the State Legisla-
ture does not pass pension deferral
legislation. The budget, as currently

drafted, would increase spending over
last year by $12.5 million.

Runnells Specialized Hospital’s
Director, Joseph Sharp, presented a
proposed budget of $37.5 million, an
increase of $1.9 million over last year.
Expenditures will be offset by $42.1
million in revenue. Overtime costs
dropped $900,000 last year to $2.7
million, where they are expected to
come down about another $100,000
in 2009. According to his report, the
budget does not include $7.2 million
in items such as fringe benefits, utili-
ties, insurance and mortgage pay-
ments.

The hospital is looking to raise
another $8 million in revenue by add-
ing 20 beds in Runnells’ Cornerstone
psychiatric unit. Mr. Sharp said the
state, which would pay for the operat-
ing costs of the program, is reluctant
to add new facilities at this time.
Runnells closed its physical rehabili-
tation unit at the end of 2007 due to a
change in Medicare reimbursement

Courtesy of the Westfield Police Department
LUCKY MOTORIST...A 52-year-old woman was able to exit her vehicle before
it was struck by a Norfolk Southern freight train at the Rahway Avenue grade
crossing near Lamberts Mill Road on the Westfield/Clark border last Thursday
night. Police said the woman was caught in backed-up traffic when the safety gate
came down. See  story on this page.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOUT’S HONOR…Fanwood and Scotch Plains scouts lead the Pledge of
Allegiance at Tuesday night’s Fanwood council meeting. The governing body
presented proclamations commemorating Girl Scout Week and the Boy Scouts of
America, citing the many benefits of scouting activities in the community.

New Rev. in Cell Phone Deal;
Gov’s Address ‘Good News’

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough has
found an additional source of income
after signing a deal with cellular pro-
vider Metro PCS to lease space on its
communications tower.

“This finally allows us to generate
some revenue for the borough…by
putting a cellular [telephone service
provider’s] antenna on our tower,”
said Mayor Colleen Mahr at the
borough’s Tuesday night meeting.

Under the contract, which follows
a previous deal that fell apart with
another provider, Metro PCS will pay
$31,000 per year to piggyback onto
the borough’s tower.

The mayor also said she was
“pleased to see” that the governor has
indicated a “less than 2 percent cut in
municipal aid.”

Mayor Mahr was among the elected
officials who attended Governor Jon
Corzine’s State of the State address
on Tuesday.

“That’s very good news,” said
Mayor Mahr, pointing to last year’s
“difficult” budget decisions.

“From a municipality’s point of
view, we were expecting very bleak
news [regarding state aid],” Mayor
Mahr said.

“As we’re heading into our [2009
municipal] budget
discussions…Fanwood is placed in a
very good position this year; of course,
we’ll stay tuned,” the mayor added.

Councilman Russell Huegel said,
“On balance, I think [the governor’s
budget] tries to do a good job in
returning the state back to basics [and]

responsibility.”
Also on a budget-related note,

Mayor Mahr announced the appoint-
ment of four residents to the borough’s
new Budget Advisory Commission.

Michael D’Antuono, Greg
Cummings, John Marquardt and
Rachel Romero will serve on the bud-
get panel that the mayor said would
help the governing body and “work
the budget process with us.”

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution to hire EcoScience
to do a “preliminary assessment” of
the borough-owned Livingston-
Wilbor property on South Avenue.

Mayor Mahr said the assessment,
at a cost not to exceed $3,500, “dove-
tails” with a previous site review that
revealed the presence of a “petro-
leum-like substance” at the location.

The mayor said the assessment is
required to comply with state regula-
tions for light industrial sites, like
this property, that are to be redevel-
oped for a different use.

During council comments, nearly
all members of the governing body
spoke briefly about the recent distri-
bution of “racist” flyers in certain
parts of the borough.

Mayor Mahr, citing “outrage and
personal indignation” said, “This is
being labeled as a hate incident and is
being investigated.”

“This mayor and council will not
sit silently on the sidelines when any
members of our community are tar-
geted,” the mayor said.

The council also heard a presenta-
tion by John Celardo, the new chair-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP Council Hires Consultant to
Assist In Budget, Daily Operations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Three weeks
after the sudden resignation of Town-
ship Manager Michael Capabianco,
the township council this week ap-
proved a resolution hiring an outside
consultant to assist township officials
with this year’s budget and the day-
to-day municipal operations. Gregory
Fehrenbach, of Government Manage-
ment Advisors LLC in East
Brunswick, will function in an advi-
sory role to co-acting managers Rob-
ert LaCosta and Madeline Rutkowski,
who were named to their roles on
February 19, and also assist Chief

Financial Officer Lori Majeski, who
will take the lead role in preparing the
2009 township budget.

Mr. LaCosta, the township con-
struction official and zoning officer,
and Mrs. Rutkowski, who has long
served as the manager’s executive
assistant, “are in need of assistance
with respect to the day-to-day man-
agement of the township,” said Coun-
cilman Dominick Bratti at the
council’s regular meeting on Tues-
day. Last week, the council inter-
viewed three candidates for the con-
sulting position and agreed to pay Mr.
Fehrenbach up to $10,000, at a rate of
$120 per hour, for his services.

Councilman Kevin Glover voted
against the resolution this week, say-
ing that while he wasn’t opposed to
the hiring itself, Mr. Fehrenbach’s
hourly fee was “about 50 percent
higher” than the two other candi-
dates. “In a tough budget year, we
might have been more prudent.”

Mayor Nancy Malool told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times after
the meeting that she thought, “we
hired the most qualified person.”
Noting that “since we’re not currently
paying a municipal manager, the
money [to be paid to Mr. Fehrenbach]
will be well spent.”

In the meantime, while the budget
is being prepared, the council passed
a resolution amending the 2009 tem-
porary budget so that $4.7 million
can be appropriated, including
$750,000 for group health and other
insurance premiums as well as work-
ers compensation, $1.2 million for
the police department and $450,000
for road repairs and maintenance.

In other business, Mr. LaCosta told
the council that one bid had been
received for the last available cellular
telephone antenna spot on the com-
munications tower at the southside
firehouse. The bid is being reviewed,
he said, and it’s hoped the council
will be able to award the bid at its next
meeting on Tuesday, March 24.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
registration for all recreation depart-
ment programs could now be done
online at scotchplainsnj.com. Resi-
dents can create an account for them-
selves, he said, and pay any associ-
ated fees with a credit card. He also
noted that Scotch Hills Country Club
would open for the season this week-
end.

Mayor Malool said the library’s
annual book sale would be held later
this month, on March 19, 20 and 21.
A children’s sale is set for March 14
and 15 and a member’s-only preview
will be held on March 18. She also

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Car Struck by Train At
Rahway Ave. Crossing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A 52-year-old
Freehold resident escaped injury last
Thursday night when her car was
struck by a Norfolk Southern freight
train at a grade crossing on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield at the Clark bor-
der.

According to Westfield Police Cap-
tain Clifford Auchter, the driver of
the vehicle, Michele Quinn, was
“caught in backed up traffic” when
the grade crossing gate came down.
He said she was able to exit the car
before the train collided with the ve-
hicle. Clark police were on the scene
when Westfield police arrived.

“The train struck the vehicle and
spun it sideways,” Captain Auchter

said. He said only a portion of the car
was over the tracks when the vehicle
was struck. The vehicle was towed
from the scene.

Captain Auchter said he did not
recall an accident of this nature hav-
ing occurred since the installation of
the gate. “It’s been a long time since
we had a vehicle struck there…maybe
decades,” he said.

A check of The Westfield Leader
archives reveals that a Conrail train
ran into a vehicle, driven by a 39-
year-old woman, on Sunday, July 2,
1989. In that incident, the car became
disabled and the driver had attempted
to push the car off the tracks. The
train pushed the car 62 feet off the
tracks. The driver did not sustain any
injuries.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

SP PD Confirm Fatality
On Conrail Track

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Township Police Chief Brian
Mahoney reported that there was a
fatality, Wednesday morning, on the
Conrail Train Line approximately 100
yards west of the service road at the
back of the Lamberts Mill Village
apartment complex on Spruce Mill
Lane.

At present, police said the victim is
an unidentified male who was walking
east on the tracks and was struck by an
eastbound freight train at approxi-
mately 9:06 a.m. The initial call came
after the train engineer notified his
dispatch. Conrail Police were also no-
tified, and a joint investigation into the
circumstances is ongoing.

Chief Mahoney said, “ The victim
was walking in the same direction as
the train...The initial investgation in-
dicates that he turned at the very last
moment and was struck. We believe
this to be a tragic accident and are still
investigating.”

The county medical examiner’s
office responded. No further infor-
mation is available at this time. The
victim’s information will be made
available upon positive identification
and notification of next of kin.
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Westfield Police Sets DWI
Checkpoint for March 14

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Police
Department will conduct a DWI (Driv-
ing While Intoxicated) checkpoint on
Saturday, March 14, 2009 between the
hours of 9 p.m. and 4 a.m. The DWI
checkpoint will be established at one or
more of the following locations: North
Avenue,  South Avenue, Central Av-
enue, Springfield Avenue, and East
Broad Street.

Officers working the DWI Checkpoint

are specifically trained in detecting and
apprehending drunk drivers. The
Westfield Police Department is commit-
ted to using all enforcement efforts to
reduce the rate of alcohol related acci-
dents and fatalities through the detection
and removal of impaired drivers from the
public roadways. For more information,
contact Captain David Wayman by email
at dwayman@wpdnj.org or phone (908)
789-6070.

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Cranford Cell Tower Ruling
Appealed by Omnipoint
CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – David Weeks, the
attorney for the Cranford zoning board
of adjustment, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times he filed a response
recently denying the allegations in
the recent appeal of plaintiff
Omnipoint Communications, Inc.,
which was denied their joint applica-
tion under the name New York SMSA
Limited Partnership, also formed with
Verizon Wireless, New Cingular PCS,
and Sprint Spectrum (which pulled
out mid-way through the hearings),
to build a 120-foot monopole on the
border of Cranford and Westfield to
close the gap in cell phone coverage
in the area.

In December, the board had denied
the application to build the tower
after hearing cases made by both the
applicant and those opposed of the
monopole that went on for over a
year.

Omnipoint appealed that the
board’s decision to deny the applica-
tion was “arbitrary, capricious, un-
reasonable and otherwise without
basis in law or fact...”

The complaint noted that “there

was no competent expert testimony
or other evidence disputing any of
Plaintiff’s testimony or evidence, only
net opinions unsupported by any fac-
tual analysis or study.”

It said the Cranford Swim Club
property situated in a residential zone
was the “only available site” to erect
the tower and was the “least intru-
sive.”

Mr. Weeks called it “a standard,
routine appeal.”

He has not received a court date
from the Union County State Supe-
rior Court, but surmised that the court
would hear the case in six to nine
months.

Postal Inspector Investigates
Fire at Westfield Post Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A Saturday morning
fire at the Westfield Post Office on Cen-
tral Avenue disrupted mail deliveries for
two hours, according to Westfield Fire
Deputy Chief Ken Dannevig. Firefighters
responded to the 7:30 a.m. fire and deter-
mined that it was isolated to a small
section of the basement. A plastic gar-
bage container and a portable mail cart
were damaged. He said smoke filled the
building, which was ventilated before
being opened.

“There was no damage done (to the
building),” Deputy Chief Dannevig said,
adding that the fire was in an area not used
for postal operations. He said no mail was
destroyed.

Since the fire involved a federal build-
ing, the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF),

the Postal Inspector’s office in Newark,
the New Jersey Division of Fire Services,
and the Union County Arson Task Force
were called to the scene and interviewed
postal employees, Mr. Dannevig said.

Ed Steed, public information officer
with the United States Postal Inspector’s
Office, said the fire consumed an area of
only five feet. He called the fire “negli-
gible.”

“We believe it was an accident,” he
said, adding that inspectors are reviewing
evidence “to see if we can determine a
cause.” He said it has not been deter-
mined if an employee’s cigarette caused
the fire. “They (postal workers) are abso-
lutely not permitted to smoke in the build-
ing.”

The results of the postal inspection
would likely be released to the Westfield
Postmaster, who would be responsible
for disciplinary action if warranted.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, March 3, a business estab-
lishment on the 400 block of West South
Avenue sustained damage through crimi-
nal mischief. An individual, described as
a white male in his 50s, caused a glass
window to shatter by continuously bang-
ing on it with an umbrella. The suspect
then fled the scene. The damage amount
was unknown.

Wednesday, March 4, Robert Christ-
mas, 61, of Elizabeth was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on the 400 block of
West Broad Street on outstanding traffic
warrants from Rahway, for $800,
Cranford, for $700, and Fanwood, for
$1,000. He was released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, March 4, the manager of
a business located on the 300 block of
East South Avenue reported an apparent
theft of services. An Edison resident is
alleged to have rented two different mo-
tor vehicles in December 2008, and re-
turned same after hours without subse-
quently making any rental payments.
The value of the alleged theft of services
is $2,094.37.

Wednesday, March 4, Kenneth E.
Middleton, 30, of Plainfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on a
Fanwood traffic warrant for $500. He
was processed and turned over to the
Fanwood Police Department.

Thursday, March 5, Jovan N. Clark,
20, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Westfield crimi-
nal warrant. Clark was processed and
released after posting $500 bail.

Friday, March 6, Alyssa Porchetta, 19,
of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting $140
bail.

Friday, March 6, a 17-year-old male
from New Providence was arrested on
charges of possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana and pos-
session of drug paraphernalia after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
Mountain Avenue. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to a responsible adult.

Saturday, March 7, Ronald Powell,
53, of Plainfield was arrested at East
South Avenue and Cacciola Place after a
traffic stop, which occurred because the
front seat passenger in the vehicle was
not wearing his seatbelt.

Powell was charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly supplying
police with false identification. Further
investigation revealed that Powell’s
driver’s license was suspended and that
there were five outstanding warrants for
his arrest. They included four traffic war-
rants from South Plainfield, totaling
$1,988, and a South Bound Brook traffic
warrant for $380.

Powell was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed. Bail on the hindering apprehen-
sion charge was set at $250. He posted
total bail of $2,618 and was issued a
summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended license. The front seat
passenger was issued a summons for a
seatbelt violation.

Diane Ramey, 43, of Plainfield, an-
other passenger in the vehicle, also was
arrested on an outstanding Irvington
criminal warrant in the amount of $630.
She was transported to Westfield police
headquarters and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, March 8, an anonymous male
entered Westfield police headquarters
and turned in a pill bottle he had found in
Mindowaskin Park. The bottle contained
28 unmarked white pills and the exterior
label appeared to be written in a foreign
language, possibly Eastern European or
Russian. The item was secured in the
Westfield Police Department property
locker.

Sunday, March 8, Sean Walker, 33, of
Bound Brook was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated after a
motor vehicle stop at Washington Street
and Central Avenue. Further investiga-
tion revealed an outstanding South Or-
ange criminal warrant for him in the

amount of $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released on his own recognizance to
a responsible adult.

Sunday, March 8, a resident of the 500
block of Downer Street reported the theft
and unauthorized use of multiple credit
cards. The victim believes the credit cards
were stolen from her home sometime
between March 4 and 5. At the time of
the report, multiple unauthorized charges
had been made with the stolen credit
cards. The case currently is under inves-
tigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Mountainside
Wednesday, March 5, Tisha M. Roach,

37, of New Brunswick was arrested and
charged with driving while on the sus-
pended list and for two outstanding war-
rants, for $205 out of Linden and $89 out
of Edison.

Friday, March 6, Rashanna R. Fort,
22, of East Orange was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI). Fort was also charged with driv-
ing while on the suspended list, con-
sumption of an alcoholic beverage in a
vehicle and contempt of court. She was
initially stopped for driving with a bro-
ken driver’s side view mirror.

Friday, March 6, a Summit Lane resi-
dent reported that sometime over night
someone caused damage to the left rear
tail lens of her husband’s motor vehicle,
which was parked in the driveway. The
damage was estimated at $200.

Sunday, March 8, a Central Avenue
resident reported that someone dumped
an air conditioner near the end of his
driveway sometime between Thursday,
March 5, and 11 a.m. on Sunday, March
8. Police said there are no suspects at this
time.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, March 3, a Lamberts Mill

Road resident said someone damaged
her mailbox, which was valued at $75.

Tuesday, March 3, someone reported
that their motor vehicle was struck by
hit-and-run driver while legally parked
on Westfield Avenue, causing damage to
the rear of the vehicle. Police are inves-
tigating.

Thursday, March 5, Frank Penna, 43,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant. Penna was transported
to police headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Thursday, March 5, a resident of
Raritan Road said someone sent her a
letter requesting money to pay off a debt.
The victim said she then mailed a check
in exccess of thousands of dollars.

Sunday, March 8, Robert Campora,
28, of Woodbridge was arrested on an
outstanding warrant. Campora was trans-
ported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, March 8, a Highlander Drive
resident reported that someone entered
his house through the front door. Po-
lice said no items were reported miss-
ing after the house alarm was acti-
vated.

Fanwood
Wednesday, March 4, Masa I. Free-

man, 53, of Plainfield was arrested at
Midway and Paul Street on an outstand-
ing Fanwood warrant after a field inves-
tigation. He was processed, posted bail
and released.

Thursday, March 5, Desmond T. Dou-
glas, 28, of Perth Amboy was arrested on
an outstanding Union County warrant at
South Avenue and Second Street after a
motor vehicle stop.

Thursday, March 5, Kimba A. Hall,
31, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding Bellville warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
South Avenue. She was processed, posted
bail and released.

Thursday, March 5, Tracy A. Getchis,
27, of Branchburg was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a field
investigation. She posted bail and was
released.

Tuesday, March 10, Andrew S.
Gartenlaub, 42, of Maplewood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Union County
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
posted bail and was released.

For more than 150 years, people have
been able to rely on Northwestern Mu-
tual to provide them with access to a
wide variety of products and services.
We have a history of performance and an
enviable reputation.   I am a financial ad-
visor who has been with Northwestern
Mutual for 18 years, and in all situations,
I will make only those recommendations
which I would do for myself and my fam-
ily if faced with a similar situation.  I hold
a degree in accounting and finance from
James Madison University. I have earned
the Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU),
Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC)
and Certified in Long Term Care (CLTC)
designations. I am a Disability Income
Specialist. My areas of expertise include
Disability Income Insurance, Business
Needs Analysis, Asset & Income Protec-
tion, College Education Funding, Long-
Term Care Insurance, and Estate
Analysis.  By matching your needs with
innovative solutions utilizing world-class
insurance services and internationally
recognized investment products, I will do
my best to help you protect and provide
for those people you care about most.  I
will work hard to build a relationship with
you based on trust and integrity, always
striving to provide you with the same
level of ethical service that I would ex-
pect for myself.

MORE ABOUT US:

05-2056   ©2004 The Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and 
distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company and its subsidiaries and affiliates.

The Olson Financial Group
180 River Road, PO Box 1008, Summit, NJ 07902
(908) 918-4065
Jeff S. Rembisz, CLU, ChFC, CLTC
Financial Advisor
www.nmfn.com/jeffrembisz
www.nmfn.com/olsonfinancialgroup

Join Northwestern Mutual and help clients build and achieve financial security. Proven training programs and licensing provided.
For 150 years Northwestern Mutual and its products have earned a most enviable reputation. 

Email or fax resume to Laura Cuozzo
laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com • fax 908-918-0517

Northwestern Mutual Financial Network is the marketing name for the sales and distribution arm of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (NM),
and its subsidiaries and affiliates. Jeff Rembisz is an Insurance Agent of NM (life insurance, annuities and disability income insurance) and Northwestern Long Term Care In-
surance Company, Milwaukee, WI, a subsidiary of NM (long-term care insurance), and a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of Northwestern
Mutual Investment Services, LLC, 180 River Rd Fl 2, Summit, NJ 07901-1449, 908-918-0510, a wholly-owned company of NM, broker-dealer, registered investment adviser
and member FINRA and SIPC. NM and The Olson Financial Group are not broker-dealers or registered investment advisers. 

Now Hiring –
Financial Representatives

For Future 
Westfield Office

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY 100...The Ladies Auxiliary of the Children’s Specialized Hospital in
Mountainside celebrate the Auxiliary’s 100th anniversary last Sunday afternoon
at 16 Prospect Bistro in Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: Vernon and Dale
Barback, Gail Sloan, Janet Jackson and Sally Brown. Ms. Barback is president
of the Summit Twig. Ms. Jackcon and Ms. Brown are past presidents of the
Auxiliary and Ms. Sloan is the current president.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOT MAIL...Firefighters look for the source of the smoke coming from the roof
of the Westfield Post Office last Saturday morning. The cause was located in the
basement and extinguished.

man of the borough’s Historic Preser-
vation Commission, which this year
marks its 20th anniversary.

Mr. Celardo said the commission
has prepared a report for the mayor
and council to highlight past and
present initiatives.

Mr. Celardo pointed to the desig-
nation of the Fanwood Park Historic
District, which includes the borough’s
landmark train station, carriage house,
and Fanwood’s original train station
on Midway Avenue.

“This committee intends to be a
forceful advocate for historic preser-
vation,” said Mr. Celardo.

He also noted the establishment of
Fanwood’s museum in the commu-
nity center, design guidelines for re-
storing historic homes, surveys of
historic sites, and promotion of his-
toric preservation, among other
things.

“Establishment of the museum is
one of the highlights of my being
mayor,” said Mayor Mahr.

Mr. Celardo said the museum is
currently organizing its entire collec-
tion and has just developed a website,
at fanwoodmuseum.org, to provide
more information. “We have a very
talented and very dedicated group of
volunteers,” he added.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council

announced that her next “Coffee with
the Mayor” would take place at the
library on Saturday, March 21, from
9 a.m. to noon.

At the start of the meeting, six
members of Girl Scout Troop 618 led
the council in the salute to the flag.
After being presented by the troop
with several boxes of Girl Scout cook-
ies, Mayor Malool issued a procla-
mation declaring the week of March
8 to 14 as Girl Scout Week.

The mayor also proclaimed March
11 as Ashley Fairfield Day in Scotch
Plains. Miss Fairfield, who currently
serves as Miss New Jersey, attended
the meeting with former mayor Rob-
ert Johnston and his wife, Sally, who
has served as an official traveling
companion for Miss New Jersey hon-
orees for many years.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion endorsing “NEA’s Read Across
America” program that celebrates the
105th birthday of Dr. Suess earlier
this month and promotes reading and
adult involvement in the education of
students.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council

rates.
Mr. Sharp said the hospital also

wants to increase the occupancy rate
in the long-term wing by 3 percent to
97 percent, or 12 percent above the
state average. He projects that this
would generate another $750,000 in
revenue. He said Runnells would
emphasize customer service this year
“from the highest levels of manage-
ment to the rank and file.”

According to a report by the De-
partment of Administrative Services,
the county spent $280,000 for out-
side professional services such as for
consultants, and $378,431 for out-
side attorneys, in addition to the
county counsel’s office, which em-
ploys nine lawyers and 16 staffers at
a 2009 projected budget of $1.7 mil-
lion. The county spends another $49.1
million on insurance policies with a
dozen firms.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

County

sions, with Mr. Anderson noting early
on that Mr. Cognetti had been in-
formed in 2004 by township zoning
officer, Robert LaCosta, of a deed
restriction prohibiting the use of the
garage as a residential area, and not
to be used for sleeping or cooking.
Board member Chris Abeel said the
application did not fall “within the
spirit of why we approve TOPs,” and
felt the proposed use of the garage
would be “too intense” for the neigh-
borhood.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Zoning

Charles Laskowski for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GRIM INVESTIGATION...Westfield Police Officer Eric Loffredo drives his
vehicle down the train tracks Wednesday morning from the Rahway Avenue
crossing to investigate reports of a pedestrian fatality. Ultimately, the Scotch
Plains Police Department took over the investigation, which is ongoing, as the end
of the accident site was in Scotch Plains. Authorities confirmed that one person
had been killed. See report on front page.

FW, SP Mayors Form Joint
Shared Services Study Panel

AREA – Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
jointly announced that their two munici-
palities’ governing bodies would create a
new joint committee to conduct a full
study of all possible shared services be-
tween their two neighboring towns.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood have en-
joyed a cooperative relationship for many
years, including receiving numerous joint
grants, and establishing new joint pro-
grams. In recent years, these included
services such as library, recreation and
public works.

The two mayors met with state repre-
sentatives who said another state grant
would be made available to pay expenses
related to a more formal, thorough and in-
depth study of all opportunities related to
any new or enhanced shared services.

The members of this new study com-
mittee will be appointed at each town’s
next regular council meeting. Each mu-
nicipality will have four representatives
comprised of any combination of elected
officials and municipal management em-
ployees. The study committee’s first meet-
ing will be held later this month and the
final report is expected to be completed
by the end of this year.

“In these difficult economic times, we
need to look at all cost-saving measures.
This study will thoroughly evaluate all of
the services provided by both towns and
determine how we can continue to best
serve our residents while lessening the
tax burden,” Mayor Malool said. “Al-
though the 2009 budget will not be able to
be impacted by the results of this study, I
am hopeful that we will realize signifi-
cant savings in 2010.”

Mayor Mahr said, “After many years
of excellent cooperation between our two
towns, we want to assure our residents
and taxpayers that we are reviewing all
opportunities to reduce costs and save
taxpayers some of their hard-earned tax
dollars, and still maintain the same small
town identity we have all come to enjoy
and love. This new study committee ac-
complishes all of this.”

The mayors welcomed and encour-
aged any comments or input from their
towns’ citizens and suggested they attend
the next council meeting and/or the pub-
lic hearings of the new Shared Services
Study Committee. The new committee
will hold at least two public meetings/
hearings, one in each town, before the
final report is issued.

Home Values Have Dropped;
Shouldn’t Your Property Taxes?

Is a property tax appeal right
for you? In the last three years,
home values in Scotch Plains have
dropped on average by more than
20 percent. As the real estate mar-
ket is depreciating, your property
taxes, which are based on the mar-
ket value of your home, are in-
creasing.

As a taxpayer, if you think that
you are paying more than your
fair share of taxes, you have the
right to appeal your property tax
assessment. A taxpayer consider-
ing an appeal should understand
that he/she must prove that his/
her assessed value is unreason-
able compared to a market value
standard. With a successful tax
appeal, your lowered taxes will be
locked for the next three years,
which could be a considerable
amount of savings.

The best way to succeed in ap-
pealing your taxes is to present
your claim through expert tax and
legal advisors with local knowl-
edge. Evan Siegel of American
Realty Appraisals has been per-
forming property valuation and

appraisals since 2001. Living lo-
cally, Mr. Siegel is familiar with
Scotch Plains and the surround-
ing communities.

James M. Foerst, Esq. is the
principal of Spector Foerst and
Associates and has been assisting
families with real estate and tax
issues for a decade in our local
community. Mr. Foerst brings with
him his experience with local gov-
ernment and the municipal bud-
get and taxation process.

Save money in this economy.
Make the sale of your home more
attractive. Reduce the long-term
expenses associated with your
home. All with lowered taxes. Tax
appeals must be filed by April 1st.
For more information about tax
appeals, visit
www.arappraisals.net. Get started
with a free consultation and low
cost review and analysis by calling
Evan Siegel at 732-598-9811 and/
or James M. Foerst at (908) 322-
4886.
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WASHINGTON...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th, Union), on March 4, met with
letter carriers from Scotch Plains in his Capitol Hill office. They discussed the
Social Security Fairness Act, which would repeal two provisions that reduce the
benefits of federal retirees. Pictured, left to right, are: Tony Perconte, President
of Branch 4102 of Scotch Plains, Rep. Lance and Mike Roslco.

DRDRDRDRDRUG STUG STUG STUG STUG STOREOREOREOREORE
243 E. Broad Street, Westfield   (908) 232-6680

Hallmark Cards • Gifts for Everyone • Cosmetics • Health & Beauty-Aids
Fine Fragrances • Crabtree & Evelyn • Caswell-Massey • Yankee Candle

Open 7 days a week

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A NEW PHARMACY
PLEASE CONSIDER BARON’S DRUG STORE

• We are always friendly and helpful.

• Our pharmacists are always available to answer your questions.

• SAME PRESCRIPTION CO-PAY AS YOU PAY NOW.

• We are open every day (weekdays 9am-9pm; Sat & Sun 9am-6pm).

• We offer FREE DELIVERY every day Monday thru Saturday.

• FREE PARKING on Sundays.

• We can easily transfer your prescription to our store.

Barons Drug Store

$$$  SAVE ON DENTAL FEES  $$$ 
PROPER DENTAL CARE NOW PREVENTS MORE  

COMPLICATED AND EXPENSIVE TREATMENT LATER

Minutes�from�Rt.�22�����Day,�Evening,�and�Saturday�Appointments�
Most�Insurances�Accepted������Interest�Free�Financing������Flexible�Payment�Options�

Denture�Lab�on�Premises�������Same�Day�Repairs�
Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

For Adults 
Exam  

Digital x-rays  

Case 

presentation 

 

 
 

New patients only  

Reg. $295 

 Expires 6/30/09 WL 

For Kids 
Exam  

Digital x-rays  

Cleaning  

Fluoride 

 

 

 
New patients only  

Reg. $220 

 Expires 6/30/09 WL 

START SAVING NOW!  CALL TODAY 

908-322-7800 ���� 567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains, NJ 

Dentures 
Upper & lower 

Full 

Partial 

Flexible 
 
 

 

New patients only  

Reg. $3580 - $3700 

expires 6/30/09 WL 

Ask about 

Implant 

dentures 

Basia’s Eyes
A Professional Contents

of Home/Estate Sale Service

Basia Duris
Over 25 Years Experience
908-219-4161

Advanced �

Dermatology �

Mohs & Laser �

Surgery Center �

Westfield

The Chelsea at Fanwood proudly presents

An Evening of Jazz
Featuring “The Moonglowers”

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community
involvement and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

Open to the Public – Please join us for this evening filled with entertainment –
Everyone is welcome!

WHEN: Tuesday, March 24, 2009
TIME: 7:00 pm – 8:00 pm
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP
908-654-5200

Join The Chelsea at Fanwood for a FREE evening of jazz featuring
“The Moonglowers”. Relax to the sounds of this Award Winning Jazz
Ensemble, while enjoying delicious light refreshments.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

County Permanently Closes
Oak Ridge Golf Course

ELIZABETH — With its budget
hearings complete, the Union County
Freeholders Fiscal Committee has
begun to make final recommenda-
tions on the county’s 2009 budget.

First on the agenda is the
administration’s plan to establish its
county’s golf courses as a profit cen-
ter. Key components of the plan in-
clude the closure of Oak Ridge golf
course in Clark, construction of a
driving range at the Galloping Hill
golf course in Union and the issuance
of a Request for Proposal (RFP) for
nationally known firms to run the
daily operations of the county’s two
remaining courses, at Ashbrook in
Scotch Plains and Galloping Hill.

According to a press release issued
by the county’s Public Information
Department, the closure of the Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark will re-
sult in an annualized savings of
$740,000 a year. The 67-acre golf
course could be converted into a multi-
use county park, and its historic club-
house would be restored and pre-
served.

“There is support among the free-
holder board as a whole for the county
to solicit proposals on a public-pri-
vate partnership for two courses so
that we may maximize our revenues,”
said Freeholder Angel Estrada, fiscal
committee chairman. “Unfortunately,
the end result is the closure of Oak
Ridge.”

The closing of Oak Ridge and
privatization of the clubhouse opera-
tions was part of a plan unveiled in
January by Union County Manager
George Devanney to close a $24 mil-
lion budget gap. Other measures in-

clude a reduction of the workforce; a
series of employee givebacks through
negotiated contracts, and both maxi-
mizing revenues and creating a new
revenue stream, such as the leasing of
beds at the Juvenile Detention Center
in Linden to other counties and the
creation of a county towing facility.

According to county officials, the
decision to close Oak Ridge followed
the release of fiscal statistics regard-
ing the 72-year-old course: Oak Ridge
would require $5 to 7 million to re-
build its antiquated club house and
repair structural flooding on the golf
course.

Mr. Devanney has said Oak Ridge
sustained the worst operating loss
among all county courses this past
year, at a total of $410,000 with a loss
of 1,789 rounds of golf. Officials said
statistics showed that the county’s
Ash Brook golf course in nearby
Scotch Plains experienced an increase
of 1,784 rounds.

According to statistics compiled
from golf industry sources, including
the National Golf Foundation, golf
rounds nationwide have been on a
three-year decline between 2006-
2008, while closings have continued
to outpace course openings during
the same period.

Under a public-private partnership,
the golf management company would
be responsible for managing the con-
struction, development of new rev-
enue programs, and day-to-day opera-
tions for each clubhouse with the ob-
jective of attaining profitability. The
county will soon structure a request
for proposal with specific requirements
for meeting financial goals.

In completing the overhaul of its
golf courses, the county has begun
the construction of a driving range
and learning center at Galloping Hill.
The county anticipates opening the
facility by the end of the summer,
which studies show will generate
$600,000 in annual revenues or
$50,000 per month.

Crime Fighting Grants
Set from Stimulus Act
AREA – Westfield and Scotch Plains

will receive $11,077 and $15,203, re-
spectively, as part of the $2 billion in
Recovery Act 2009 funding earmarked
for state and local law enforcement
assistance through the Justice Assis-
tance Grant (JAG) Program. The state
will receive $47.7 million. Other towns
receiving funds include: Elizabeth,
$576,849; Linden, $82,531; Plainfield,
$341,635; Rahway and Roselle,
$53,645 each; Roselle Park, $13,248;
Hillside, $66,676, and Union Town-
ship, $101,209.

The JAG Program supports hiring
of law enforcement officers; multi-
jurisdictional drug and gang task
forces; crime prevention and domes-
tic violence programs, and courts,
corrections, treatment, and justice
information sharing initiatives.

JAG grant amounts are allocated
based on a formula of population and
violent crime statistics.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009
Union County Golfers. Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling “sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!
Membership opportunities starting at only $1,800.

No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5 hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

www.rosellegolfclub.com

The Board of Roselle Golf Club and its members look forward to hearing from golfers
interested in joining our club.

We can be contacted at: (908) 245-7175

Joe Zanko, Membership Chairman (908) 403-0964

Email: RGC.golf@verizon.net

Roselle Golf Club is located at 417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203

For more information, see our website www.rosellegolfclub.com

417 Raritan Rd, Roselle, NJ 07203 - (908)  245-7175

Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

News From the Capitol

Rep. Leonard Lance 908-518-7733

Colorectal Checks
 Help Save Lives

Colon cancer. This is not a topic family
and friends enthusiastically put at the top
of their lists of things to discuss, and
getting screened for colon cancer is not
joyfully put at the top of most of our “to
do” lists. The topic might not be comfort-
able and, in fact, can be embarrassing to
talk about. But embarrassment is a poor
excuse for putting off something that could
save your life.

If you are 50 or older, or even earlier if
you have a family history of colon cancer,
or meet other criteria, don’t put off talk-
ing about your risk and get screened. It
might save your life or that of someone
you love.

Ten years ago, Congress passed the
first resolution marking March as Na-
tional Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month. In the 10 years that have passed,
we have had promising news regarding
this often preventable disease. According
to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), incidences have
dropped by 2.2 percent in women and 2.8
percent in men. Moreover, the mortality
rate has dropped by 4.3 percent.

While these numbers may seem small,
they amount to thousands of lives saved.
Experts believe these advances can be
attributed to the increase in screening and
early detection. Colorectal cancer is dif-
ferent from most other cancers — screen-
ing for the disease can catch it before it
turns into cancer. Most colorectal cancer
develops from polyps that are grape-like
growths on the lining of the colon or
rectum. Screening can help detect and
remove polyps before they become can-
cerous.

These colorectal cancer screening tests
have the ability to help save even more
lives, but only about half of adults over 50
are having one of the recommended
screening tests. Colorectal cancer contin-
ues to be the second leading cancer killer
among men and women combined.

In New Jersey, it is estimated that 4,600
persons were diagnosed with colorectal
cancer in 2008 and 1,590 lost their battle
to the disease. Men and women at average
risk should be screened for colorectal
cancer when they turn 50 and those with
a family history should be screened ear-
lier.

Screening is the best way to prevent
and detect colorectal cancer, but research
has shown that a healthy lifestyle can also
be crucial in the prevention of this dis-
ease. Maintain a healthy weight and exer-
cise most days of the week. If you don’t
smoke, don’t start, and if you do smoke,
stop.

If you are diagnosed with colorectal
cancer, talk to your health care profes-
sional about your treatment options. When
caught in its earliest, most treatable stages,
colorectal cancer has a 90 percent sur-
vival rate.

I have long been an advocate for the
importance of prevention, treatment and
screening of colorectal cancer. In fact, in
the New Jersey State Assembly, I was the
prime sponsor of a measure that was
approved overwhelmingly and signed into
law in 2001 that requires health insurers
to provide colorectal cancer screenings.

In the United States Congress, I have
co-sponsored legislation to help increase
awareness for colorectal cancer. Specifi-
cally, I have co-sponsored the Colorectal
Cancer Prevention, Early Detection and

Treatment Act of 2009 (H.R. 1189) and
H. CON.RES.60, which recognizes March
as Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month.
These two measures have been endorsed
by the American Society for Gastrointes-
tinal Endoscopy.

National Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month is the perfect time for you to start
a dialogue with your doctor about your
risk, screening options and steps you can
take to prevent this disease. It is also a
great time to talk to your family, friends
and loved ones about reducing their risk
by getting screened.

For more information about colorectal
cancer prevention and early detection,
visit the Prevent Cancer Foundation’s
website at preventcancer.org.

Congressman Leonard Lance repre-
sents New Jersey’s Seventh Congressional
District in the United States Congress.
The Seventh District includes parts of
Hunterdon, Somerset, Middlesex and
Union counties.

County to Honor
Women at Banquet

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Commission on the Status of Women will
honor nine recipients of 2009 Women of
Excellence Awards. The nine awardees
will be honored at the 17th annual Women
of Excellence dinner at The Westwood,
438 North Avenue, Garwood, on Friday,
March 27, 6:30 p.m.

The Commission on the Status of
Women mission is to call attention to the
contributions of women in the fields of
education, health care, the arts, govern-
ment, business, law, community service,
technology, humanitarianism, public ser-
vice, women’s advocacy, and lifetime
achievement.

The 2009 awardees are: Baldeep Dua
of Berkeley Heights, entrepreneur; Ina
Golub of Mountainside, fine arts; Mildred
Lewis of Cranford, civic leadership;
Heather Suarez of Springfield, law; Denise
Miles of Summit, volunteerism; Kristina
Silvestry of Cranford, Women’s Advo-
cacy; Kimberly Nesbitt Good of Eliza-
beth, business; Patricia Murphy of Spring-
field, lifetime achievement in healthcare,
and Janet Malko of Garwood, lifetime
achievement in secondary education

Tickets to the dinner are $40 per per-
son. For more information, call Joan
Abitante at (908) 241-4889.

Police to be Trained on
Illegal Animal Fighting

SCOTCH PLAINS — Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and
the Humane Society of the United
States, in cooperation with the New
Jersey Sheriff’s Association, will
present a training course for local law
enforcement officers dealing with ani-
mal cruelty.

“Illegal Animal Fighting Training
for Law Enforcement Officers” will
take place Thursday, April 2, from
8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. at the John
H. Stamler Police Academy in Scotch
Plains. The seminar is open to county,
municipal and state enforcement of-
ficers and animal control officers.
Participants will come from Union
Sussex, Passaic, Bergen, Morris,
Essex and Hudson counties.

 Participants will learn about the
history, motivations and parapherna-

lia involved in illegal animal fighting,
as well as how to conduct interroga-
tions and work with prosecutors and
other agencies when illegal animal
fighting is suspected.

Instructors will include Sergeant
David Hunt, Franklin County Ohio
Sheriff’s Office, Kathryn Strouse of
Chesapeake, Va. Police, and Cory
Smith of the Humane Society.

Tuition is $15, payable to the Hu-
mane Society of the United States.
For more information, contact Cap-
tain Barry Migliore of the Sheriff’s
Office at (908) 527-4495.

Clerk Extends Free
Offer on Passport Pics
AREA — The $10 fee will be

waived for having photos taken when
applying for a passport, passcard or a
Union County photo identification
card at the clerk’s offices in Elizabeth
and Westfield.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at the clerk’s main office in
the Union County Courthouse at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth or at the
clerk’s office annex at 300 North
Avenue, East, in Westfield.

 The Westfield office can be reached
at (908) 654-9859. Applications  also
can be found online at ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/passport.html.

For more information, call (908)
527-4966.

For Great Golf, see

rosellegolfclub.com

(908) 245-7175

Businesses Attend
Information Session

UNION – Monday, Sen. Raymond
Lesniak, Asm. Joseph Cryan and Asw.
Annette Quijano hosted an information
session for businesses regarding the state
economic stimulus package. Over 150
businesses were represented.

Senator Lesniak, Chair of the Senate
Economic Growth Committee, said, “New
Jersey, our new President and new Con-
gress, which includes two former mem-
bers of our state legislature, Leonard Lance
and John Adler, are focused on taking
bold action to boost our economy and
reduce rising unemployment.”

For more information about the pro-
grams discussed at the event, please call
Erin at (908) 624-0880, extension 11 or
send an e-mail to ecaragher@njleg.org.
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2008-2009 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    29th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the fourth concert of its 29th Season on

SUNDAY, MARCH 22, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
MIHAE LEE, WILLIAM PURVIS, horn

ALL BRAHMS PROGRAM
Sonata No. 1 in E Minor for Cello & Piano
Sonata No. 1 in G Major for Violin & Piano
Trio in E flat Major for Violin, Horn & Piano

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Valley Furniture Shop

PUT YOUR MONEY 
IN YOUR MATTRESS

SAVE 35%-50%
PLUS UP TO A $200 INSTANT CASH REBATE*

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king. Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop
sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009.
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate
on purchase of mattress or boxspring only. 

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort
and quality, making it an

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$3510
$4210
$4980
$6680

$2099
$2499
$2899
$3899

$2049
$2424
$2799
$3699

Savoy
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

AFTER
INSTANT

 SAVINGS*
Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$1180
$1430
$3120
$4490

$659
$799
$1699
$2499

$646.50
$774
$1624
$2399

Jade
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$590
$750
$1670
$2590

$319
$409
$899
$1399

Crystal
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.
Queen Set
King Set

$440
$590
$1300
$2080

$239
$319
$699
$1149

Bancroft
SUGG.
RETAIL SALE

Twin Ea. Pc.
Full Ea. Pc.

$300
$450

$149
$249

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

County Looks to Host
Food Waste Forum

ELIZABETH – Union County super-
markets, institutions, restaurants and
schools hope to save money by recycling
food waste. The county is sponsoring a
free Food Waste Forum on Monday,
March 16, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
Kean University. Pre-registration is re-
quired. See ucnj.org/greenconnect.

The forum is sponsored by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders and the Rutgers Solid
Waste Resource Renewal Group. The
agenda will cover how to set up a food
waste collection program and how food
waste can be made into organic fertilizer.
Presenters will be from local recycling,
hauling and composting businesses.

The benefits of food waste recycling
include easing disposal costs, cutting
greenhouse gasses, reducing toxic chemi-
cals used in conventional fertilizers, and
developing an eco-friendly profile that
attracts customers and clients.

A local food waste recycling company
in Woodbridge has begun processing food
waste into organic fertilizer. Union County
recently completed a food waste audit,
and will field-test the organic fertilizer on
county parkland.

Surrogate’s Office
Needs Volunteers

ELIZABETH — The Sr. Corps of
Union County seeks volunteers ages 55
and over to donate about four hours a
month aiding the Office of the Surrogate
of Union County as a court visitor.

Court visitors call on wards in the com-
munity and their guardians, ensuring that
the wards are receiving proper care and
that their quality of life is being pro-
moted. Most of the guardianships in Union
County are for Alzheimer patients, those
who are in the lower age range are usually
developmentally disabled, officials said.

There is a short training period at the
Union County Courthouse, after which
the court visitor would make about two
visits a month, usually to a nursing home,
and then the volunteer would fill out
paperwork after the visit and mail it in to
the Surrogate’s office. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 354-3040, extension 369
and say you want to be a court visitor.

Freeholders to Dump AIG,
OK Ballot Printing Contracts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders have
set contracts for the printing and mail-
ing of ballots for the 2009 school
board primary and general elections
and to replace financially troubled
AIG with another insurance carrier.

Full Service Mailers of Garfield is
set to receive a $50,570 contract to
mail the ballots, while Royal Printing
Service of West New York will re-
ceive a $498,190 contract to print the
ballots. Absentee and provisional
ballots will be printed by B&B Press,
Inc. of Somerville for $126,400.

Upon questioning at last Thursday’s
agenda meeting by Freeholder Bette
Jane Kowalski of Cranford, Union
County Engineer Thomas Mineo said
a contract to Tiffany Electric, Inc. of
Fairfield for $354,863 is set to re-
place that of AIG as one of the county’s
insurance carriers in response to AIG’s
sinking financial situation. AIG re-
ceived $150 billion in loans from the
federal government and is set to re-
ceive another $30 billion in assis-
tance.

The freeholders will vote tonight to
appoint Everest National Insurance
Company at up to $727,630 for a one-
year contract through March 1, 2010.

The board also considered a reso-
lution to increase the contract with
Star of the Sea Concrete Corporation
of Old Bridge by $382,311 to $4.1
million for the 2008 resurfacing
project. A contract to Schifano Con-
struction Corporation of Middlesex
will be decreased by $358,233 to
$3.1 million for the 2007 milling,
resurfacing, and handicap ramp.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be
two $80,000 contracts between the
county and the Union County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation. The
first is to “provide procurement train-
ing/technical assistance to private
businesses within Union County and

associated general assistance devel-
opment services to the county.” Both
contracts are retroactive to January 1,
and are for one year. The second is for
“general economic development ser-
vices within Union County.”

In other business, representatives
of the local Red Cross chapters that
cover Union County gave a presenta-
tion to the board.

Nathan Rudy, executive director
of the Tri-County Red Cross, which
represents 15 Union County towns
including Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Garwood and Cranford, said Red
Cross chapters respond each year to
an average of 150 local disasters,
while finding shelter for another
400 families displaced from their
homes.

The chapters, Colonial Crossroads
of Madison, Tri-County in Elizabeth
and Plainfield, and Westfield/
Mountainside, also offer help for
families for confirmation of family
emergencies such as birth, death,
etc. in their families. Mr. Rudy said
the Red Cross assists some 50 fami-
lies annually with soldiers serving
overseas.

The agency also trains volunteers
to operate emergency shelters as well
as in CPR. He said it has volunteers
who respond to fires, floods and other
emergencies.

At the end of the presentation, Free-
holder Chairman Al Mirabella pre-
sented a check for $56,700 to the Tri-
County Red Cross in recognition of
Red Cross Month in March.

“I hope you do some great things
with it,” Mr. Mirabella said.

As we near the end of a long, cold
winter, it’s time to look forward to the
celebrations that come with the
warmer season. Easter and Passover
gatherings, spring break, senior prom,
and graduation parties are just a few
that come to mind.

Among all the festivities, this is
also a season in which many parents
are on the alert for underage drinking
and other substance abuse. In this
regard, a recent survey of Union
County students in grades 6-12 pro-
vides some eye-opening guidance.

The students generally reported a
lax attitude toward alcohol and ciga-
rettes, as well as over-the-counter,
prescription, or illegal drugs. This
should be no surprise. By sixth grade,
our young people have already been
exposed to drinking or smoking in
many public places and in private
homes including their own. They have
also seen cigarettes, drinks and drugs
in thousands of advertisements, in
neighborhood drugstores, corner
stores, and supermarkets, and in the
cabinets and drawers of their own
homes.

Unfortunately, there is a very per-
missive culture when it comes to buy-
ing and using substances that bring
about an altered state of conscious-
ness – and our kids know it.

And yet, the survey also revealed
something very encouraging. In the
face of mixed signals from the world
at large, students look toward home
for guidance. When parents strongly

disapproved of substance abuse, stu-
dents reported that they were less
likely to experiment at a younger age,
and less likely to turn an experiment
into a habit.

That is why an open door is so
important. As parents, we need to be
clear about our expectations. But we
also need to be available to our chil-
dren, listen to them, and learn more
about the problems and the pressures
they are dealing with.

If your family needs an extra hand
to open the lines of communication,
help is available. Union County Pre-
vention Links, which commissioned
the student survey, has partnered with
United Way of Greater Union County
to establish free family education and
support services.

You can find out about the Preven-
tion Links Family Success Centers
and others throughout Union County
by calling the Roselle Family Suc-
cess Center at (908) 445-8043, or
visiting preventionlinks.org.

Cigarettes, alcohol and drugs of all
types are part of our world, and that
we can’t deny. What we can do is
reach out, communicate, and be there
to help our children mark the path
between responsibility and abuse.

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

An Open Door Helps Kids
Avoid Alcohol and Drugs

13th St. Pat’s Day
Parade This Saturday
UNION — The 13th annual Union

County St. Patrick’s Day Parade will
step off this Saturday, March 14, at 1
p.m. with thousands of marchers and
spectators gathering along Morris
Avenue. Grand Marshal, Joseph
Dugett of Berkeley Heights, will lead
the march of bagpipe and school
bands, police and firefighters, veter-
ans, floats, guests from Ireland and
many more organizations.

The festivities kick off at noon at
the reviewing stand at the corner of
Morris and Stuyvesant Avenues in
Union Center with a Irish welcome
from parade officials, traditional Irish
music and Irish step-dancing. The
one-mile parade will begin at Com-
merce Street and Morris Avenue, pro-
ceeding east on Morris Avenue to
Union Center and south onto
Stuyvesant Avenue, ending at
Roosevelt Avenue.

The parade will feature a Kid Zone
with inflatable rides, entertainers and
activities for the whole family lo-
cated on Stuyvesant and Morris Av-
enues. For more information, visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Union County Day Set
For New Providence

NEW PROVIDENCE – The first
of four mobile Union County Free-
holder Board meetings scheduled for
2009 will be held in New Providence
on Wednesday, March 25. The meet-
ing caps a day of county-sponsored
events in the borough, which will be
open to all county residents.

The schedule is as follows:
11 a.m., Senior Center, 15 East 4th

Street, Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte speaks to the New Provi-
dence Senior Citizen Club on wills
and related issues. Following this pre-
sentation, the Sheriff’s office will
explain the Union County Senior ID
Card program and distribute applica-
tion forms.

Noon to 5 p.m., New Providence
Community Pool, 1378 Springfield
Avenue, Child safety seats inspected
by personnel from the Union County
Division of Public Safety.

Noon to 5 p.m., New Providence
Municipal Hall, 360 Elkwood Av-
enue, Council Chambers, Union
County Clerk’s Passport Services.

7 p.m., New Providence Municipal
Hall, 360 Elkwood Avenue, Council
Chambers,

7 p.m., Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders regular meeting.

For more information, visit ucnj.org
or newprov.org, or call the Union
County Freeholder Board at (908)
527-4100.

Cohen Arraigned on Child
Pornography Charges

Former Democratic State Assembly-
man Neil Cohen was arraigned in Mer-
cer County Superior Court on Tuesday
where he pleaded not guilty to charges
of official misconduct and possessing
and distributing child pornography.

Cohen resigned after the allega-
tions surfaced in July and he checked
himself into a psychiatric hospital.
He has not spoken publicly about the
allegations. He was indicted by a
grand jury in December. He served
17 years in the Assembly and is a
former Union County Freeholder.

Corzine Looks to Cut 7,000
Unless Furloughs Are OK’d

Governor Jon Corzine is threatening
to layoff 5,000 to 7,000 workers unless
state worker unions agree to a wage
freeze and 12 days of unpaid furloughs,
The Star-Ledger reported. The fur-
loughs would save $400 million.
Hoboken Residents Rally Against

City’s Soaring Property Taxes
Two Hoboken groups led a rally

against a 47-percent property tax in-
crease, on March 4, on the steps of
City Hall, The Jersey Journal reported.

Carrying signs, chanting and sym-
bolically tarring and feathering Mayor
David Roberts, the protesters de-
manded lower taxes.

“When I moved here four years
ago, my taxes were $7,200. This past
December they jumped to $12,000.
I’ll say it again: $12,000,” resident
Brian Wagner said. “That’s for a
1,000-square-foot one-bedroom.”

Group Charges ‘Excessive
Partying’ At The White House
The Washington, D.C.-based Free-

dom Watch has begun an investiga-
tion of what it deems “excessive par-

tying” at The White House by the
Obama Administration with the likes
of Stevie Wonder and other high-
priced entertainment stars.

Larry Klayman, founder, chairman
and general counsel of Freedom
Watch, issued the following state-
ment: “This party atmosphere sends
the wrong message to the American
people. As the Obama-Clinton crowd
party on, the American people are
suffering greatly.”

Assemblyman Rooney Won’t
Seek Re-election After 26 Years
Bergen County Republican State

Assemblyman John Rooney (LD-30,
Emerson), who has served 26 years in
State Legislature, will not seek re-
election, according to The Record.

Mr. Rooney, 70, wrote a letter to
Republicans saying he is in excellent
health, but had to consider a hip re-
placement surgery.

Father of Megan Kanka
Running for School Board

Richard Kanka, who along with his
wife, Maureen, were the names behind
Megan’s Law that requires community
notification about sex offenders, is run-
ning as one of eight candidates for three
seats on the Hamilton Township Board
of Education, according to The Times of
Trenton. Their 7-year-old daughter,
Megan, was kidnapped, raped and
murdered by a neighbor.

Morristown Moves to
Have Officers Deputized

Morristown Mayor Donald
Cresitello has signed an agreement
with the Department of Homeland
Security to deputize the town’s police
officers as immigration agents, ac-
cording to The Record. His proposal
two years ago led to protests by im-
migration advocacy groups.
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield - (908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield -  (908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
Summit - (908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

Linden -  (908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)

Scotch Plains - (908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)

Plainfield - (908) 561-5757

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Humorous Excerpt
From 1919 Leader

Editor’s Note: A former Westfield resi-
dent, now residing in Pennsylvania, has
been using the recently updated newspa-
per archives to search for articles from
both sides of his family; he found this
interesting piece regarding his great-
grandfather, Eugene Hanford, the town’s
tax assessor for many years.

The following comes from a 1944 issue
titled “Excerpts From The Westfield
Leader, 1919 and 1920.”

“The Town Council has directed that As-
sessor Eugene Hanford be paid $37.50 to
compensate for the loss of half of his flock of
heavy-laying Plymouth Rocks. It seems that
some hungry and irresponsible dogs (iden-
tity unknown) invaded the assessor’s Dudley
Avenue hennery and regaled on fifteen of the
finest birds on the roost. Mr. Hanford’s bill
for damages, carefully itemized, was accom-
panied by affidavits from members of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, who had held
a ‘corpus delecti’ over the remains.”

R. D. Petersen
Bath, Pa.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Roun – To whisper
2. Transmogrify – To transform com-

pletely, especially in the grotesque man-
ner

3. Surn – The hawk owl
4. Ascian – A person who casts no

shadow at noon

BALAGAN
1. A hut built on stilts by the Tartars
2. A small flesh-eating mammal re-

lated to the weasel, stoat and martens
3. A collector of rare minerals
4. Cornish crow with red feet and beak

TANTIVY
1. A tearing in pieces
2. Irritated or agitated
3. A swift, full gallop
4. Lighthearted; cheerful

TARAXACIN
1. A fine white clay used in making

porcelain
2. A spider that catches its prey by

chasing them
3. An astringent or repellent
4. A bitter substance from the root of

the common dandelion
YOICKS

1. A cry used for urging on the hounds
in fox hunting

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Coughing up or spitting
4. An expression indicating exaustion

or fatigue

   

By Mayor Nancy Malool

Scotch Plains Town News

In these difficult economic times, the
possibility of foreclosure has become a
concern for many. Recently, a resident
inquired about the process involved when
property taxes are not paid. In most cases,
even though a homeowner is not paying
his mortgage, the lender will continue to
pay property taxes. After a period of non-
payment, which usually ranges from a
year to 18 months, the lender will begin
foreclosure proceedings.

Before that process begins, however,
the homeowner can consider various op-
tions to avoid foreclosure, including refi-
nance, loan modification or what is known
as a ‘short-sale’ of their home.

If property taxes are not paid through a
lender, and the homeowner is responsible
to pay their taxes but neglects to do so, it
becomes a liability to the township. Each
October, the township holds a tax sale. At
the tax sale, the township is required by
state statute to sell all back taxes. At the
2009 sale, for example, all 2008 unpaid
taxes will be sold. They then become
liens held by the outside lienholder who
bought them. This lienholder can begin
foreclosure proceedings after a period of
two years.

The township is only able to foreclose
on a property if the back taxes are not
bought at the sale. However, residential
back taxes are almost always sold, except

What to Do If
Facing Foreclosure

on the rare occasion where there is envi-
ronmental contamination. The township
has not foreclosed on a property since at
least 2002, when I first became a council
member.

In the event that foreclosure proceed-
ings have begun, whether it be by a lend-
ing institution or another lienholder, resi-
dents may want to avail themselves of the
Foreclosure Mediation Program. This new
program, which was initiated by the New
Jersey Judiciary, provides housing coun-
selors, attorneys and mediators to
homeowners who are facing foreclosure.
This program is only available after a
foreclosure complaint has been served
upon the homeowner. For additional in-
formation about this program, call 1-888-
989-5277 or visit
NJForeclosureMediation.org.

We are fortunate in Scotch Plains. In
spite of the economic downturn, we have
not experienced the high foreclosure rate
that many other Union County towns
have. In 2008, Scotch Plains’ tax collec-
tion rate was 98.73 percent, which al-
though it is down by approximately
$275,000 from 2007, is still a remarkable
percentage. Still, very few people are
immune to the challenges that face us
today. There are numerous resources
available to assist, and we will pass along
information as it becomes accessible.

Westfield, ‘Less Than
Candid’ Re: Chambers

I have been a trial attorney for over 40
years and know that when a case is settled
in the Superior Court, all parties know
every contingency of the settlement.

The Town of Westfield is being less
than candid in its evasion of your [The
Westfield Leader] OPRA request con-
cerning the settlement of Ms. Chambers’
lawsuit. When the case was marked
settled, the town’s attorney had been given
full authority. The town knew all the
terms of the settlement.

Mr.Bigosinski is an expert in the field
and said that Ms. Chambers’ damages
didn’t warrant the large sum she is receiv-
ing. This leads me to wonder what the
reasons were for this excessive payment.
The town’s evasions give credence to the
purchase of silence. This is wrong.

Not only should we know how much
was paid but why it was paid and if the
conduct was avoidable so that we don’t
have to pay again.

John Blake
Westfield

Trader Joe’s Employee Gets Ticket
In Snow-covered Parking Lot

I am writing to you out of total frustra-
tion the day after our March 2 winter
snowstorm.

Somehow, I feel you’ve received a
letter like this before; never did I imagine
that I would be writing the same. Before
beginning my Tuesday 6 a.m. shift work-
ing at Trader Joe’s, I pulled into a snow-
covered nine-hour parking space located
in Lot 1 adjacent to the store.

As I typically do, I pulled into the first
available parking space in the row of
nine-hour spaces, parking next to an al-
ready-parked vehicle. As the time neared
9 a.m. (when parking rules apply), my
fellow coworkers and I made our way to
the parking lot as we do each day to pay
for our eight-hour shift of parking.

Due to the fact that the parking spaces
were totally snow-covered and icy, the
space numbers could not be seen. Ice
prevented me from attempting to brush
off any snow to possibly reveal my space
number. Since I am familiar with the
space numbers (I park in this lot daily), I
knew enough to start counting from the
first parked car (number 835) to my ve-
hicle number 828.

I then went to the pay station to pay for
parking to cover my shift that would end
at 2 p.m., paying enough to have parking
until 2:30 p.m. In my mind, I was doing

everything I needed to do. I’m sure you
can predict how this story ends.

At 2:15 p.m. and the end of my shift, I
was greeted with a parking ticket on my
windshield. Once the snow had melted, I
realized that I, as well as the driver of the
car parked to the right of me, had parked
in between two spaces. Of course, the
dividing lines of the spaces were covered
along with the space numbers.

When parking at 6 a.m., I naturally
assumed that the vehicle already parked
there was in a lined spot. I paid for the spot
I thought I was in; yet, apparently, this
was not even considered when I was
being ticketed.

I can understand being ticketed if I had
not paid for parking at all. For some
reason, the vehicle to my right, which was
also between spots, was not ticketed.
Needless to say, a day’s work will go
towards paying this ticket, and I will have
to take an additional day off to fight it.

I have my parking receipt and photo-
graphs of my parked car and the car
parked next to mine. I am hoping that the
Town of Westfield will consider the cir-
cumstances and my situation and do the
right thing if not for me then for those who
may encounter the same in the future.

Emily Warren
Westfield

Kimmins Calls Criticism Of
Washington Parents ‘Unconscionable’
I feel compelled to defend the Wash-

ington School community in reference to
some recent unfair comments and letters
to The Westfield Leader.

In no way, shape or form was there ever
a Washington School parent who found
fault with the reputation of Edison Middle
School. It is insulting to presume that
there were any concerns or criticisms
whatsoever, regarding the “side” of town,
administration, staff, students or families
of this fine school.

Shame on anyone that suggests other-
wise; they have obviously not been listen-
ing and do not understand the issue at
hand.

I have been engrossed in this process
and sensitive to the plight of the Washing-
ton School parents. They have fought on
behalf of their children to have the secu-
rity and comfort of beginning middle
school with their elementary school class-
mates, and to have the same luxury of
walking to and from school as their peers.
Period.

As caring and dedicated parents, they
have spent countless hours pouring over

numbers, consulting experts and some of
them were even granted time to say their
peace and offer alternative suggestions at
board of education meetings. Then they
went home, put on a happy face and
dispelled any fears or sadness in their
households.

These are good parents and good
people. At the end of the day, if redistrict-
ing is meant to be, they will make this a
positive experience for their children and
embrace the Edison community as their
own, without prejudice.

To criticize these parents for fighting
for their children is unconscionable. We
would all do the same in their position.
We should stop passing judgment and
respect the Washington School parents’
right to fight for their children’s happi-
ness.

I applaud their efforts as fellow citi-
zens of our united great town, and I am
proud to be their friend, neighbor and
Councilwoman.

Vicki Kimmins
Westfield

WF Rescue Squad
EMTs Impressive

After a recent need arose to utilize their
services, I was very impressed with the
highly-qualified, efficient and quick re-
sponse of the emergency medical techni-
cians of the Westfield Rescue Squad.

As a longtime resident and contributor
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, I plan to
double my usual contribution in appre-
ciation of their outstanding efforts. I en-
courage everyone to join me in support-
ing their worthy cause.

It’s very reassuring to know these reli-
able professionals are there when we need
them most.

Donald Finter
Westfield

Town Should Provide
Student Parking

I read in The Westfield Leader that the
mayor and town council are looking for
“shovel-ready” projects that could be used
for federal stimulus funds for which the
town is applying.

How about applying for federal funds
to build student parking spots and a circu-
lar driveway on Westfield High School
(WHS) grounds to provide some safe
student parking and get cars off the street.

I think that there are a lot of people that
live around WHS that own shovels and
are ready to help.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Cost of WF Redistricting, Over $2.8
Mil; Alternative: Status Quo, Cost, 0
On behalf of fellow taxpayers, I hereby

submit a Taxpayers White Paper on Re-
districting, including excel spreadsheets
to make this user-friendly for the general
public and to correct errors made by the
board of education in its enrollment
spreadsheet.

Despite claims by the board of educa-
tion and superintendent to the contrary,
we estimate the cost of this plan to be as
much as $2.8 million or more. The alter-
native, maintaining the status quo, we
estimate will cost zero and will maintain
reasonable class sizes at both Roosevelt
(27) and Edison (25) on average over the
next five years.

This Taxpayer’s Position Paper shows
that the now-approved intermediate

school-redistricting proposal will merely
shift the increase in class sizes to Edison
from Roosevelt over the next five years.

On average, Edison will go from 24 to
27 per class and Roosevelt from 27 to 24.

Significantly, Edison will have class
sizes of 31 and 29 at Edison in years 3 and
5 of the plan due to a surge in incoming
sixth grade students from McKinley,
Tamaques and Jefferson in those years
coupled with the redistricted students from
Washington, unless the board hires a new
five-teacher “team” for each of these years
at a cost of approximately $1 million per
team. Busing costs of over $250,000 will
also be incurred due to this plan.

Will the board have the money to hire
those teams? Where will the money come
from for previously unnecessary busing?
Given the huge cost involved, and the gap
in state aid facing the Westfield School
District ($3.5 million this year alone), as
well as expected deficits going forward
there was no redistricting; it’s unlikely
the board would hire new teachers with
class sizes of 28 (year 3) and 26 (year 5)
at Edison.

Based on current elementary school
enrollment numbers, Roosevelt, unlike
Edison, does not have a surge of students
coming in future years. We are quite
surprised that the board did not consider
this more seriously prior to approving the
redistricting plan.

In fact, neither the board nor the superin-
tendent has put forth any information on the
cost of their redistricting plan, and we chal-
lenge the board to respond to this Taxpayer’s
White Paper with hard financial informa-
tion on the full cost of this plan.

Given the dire fiscal situation, the tax-
payers have the right to know as they
consider the upcoming vote on the school
budget.

Lee Stoller
Westfield

Christie Supports
Manufacturing Ind.

As a small-business owner who relies
on the manufacturing industry, I know
how important this industry is for the
residents of Union County.

Chris (Christie) understands that manu-
facturing companies provide jobs for New
Jersey’s skilled workforce, in addition to
first-time jobs entrants. Chris has also
made a commitment to nurture and ex-
pand the manufacturing industry, in addi-
tion to our state’s key industries.

The common-sense approach to ex-
panding our manufacturing workforce and
get New Jersey working again is why I
support Chris for Governor.

John DeRosa
Kenilworth

Thank You Junior
Women’s Club of WF
Liam’s Room would like to thank the

Junior Women’s Club of Westfield for
choosing us as the recipient of the Casino
Gala and Auction held at Shackamaxon
on March 7. The event was spectacular.
We would also like to thank all of the
sponsors, donors and attendees. It contin-
ues to amaze us how supportive the com-
munity has been to our cause. We are so
proud to announce that the first Liam’s
Room at Overlook Hospital is scheduled
to open in May 2009. This is due in large
part to the wonderful philanthropy of the
Junior Women’s Club.

Peter and Lisa McNamara
Liam’s Room, Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Budgets Are Hard to Decipher;
Reports Should be Open and Clear
Every year, this newspaper reports on spending

plans for Union County and municipal governments,
as well as local school boards. It has become harder
and harder to decipher the budget numbers.

For instance, a Mountainside school official told
us the school budget for 2009-2010 is $14.5 million;
yet last year, the budget was $15.8 million under the
line item “total revenue/ sources.” Did Mountainside
see an almost $2 million reduction in spending?

When we report on a budget, we report on the total
spending, not just the current year projections. The
amount of debt service must be included. The bor-
ough has used $7 million in dissolution funds through
the breakup of the Union County Regional High
School District. Those funds have now been used up
and thus cannot offset tax increases starting with this
year’s budget. The district says taxes will increase
$156 for a home assessed at $163,000 this year due
to the loss of dissolution funds.

Other towns, i.e., Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, are easier to review. Their school district’s
total budgets are $90 and $80 million, respectively.
These numbers include payments for outstanding

bonded debt for capital improvements.
Mountainside has calculated in revenue generated

from the breakup of the Union County Regional
High School District. But, looking at their presenta-
tions, available online, the district simply has not
been clear on the total amount, including debt, it
faces.

On the municipal side, the Town of Westfield no
longer “sunshines” its budget meetings and is not as
open as it has been prior to the introduction of the
budget. We previously knew these numbers in Janu-
ary.

The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
holds public hearings but, other than pretty much
signing on to the recommendations of the county
manager, does little but to chop capital budget re-
quests. We believe the real chopping occurs behind
closed doors, not in public.

In the future, we encourage all school districts, the
county and towns to keep it simple and stop trying to
dance around the numbers – just say it like it is. After
all, isn’t candor the best policy? Now, if only Trenton
and Washington, D.C., would do the same.

One Percent of Middle Schoolers Are Bearing
The Burden to the Townwide School Problem

I have written to the paper a few times
on the subject of redistricting and had told
myself that I would stay mum now. How-
ever, I feel compelled to respond to Chris-
tine Mason’s letter of March 5. Ms. Ma-
son is clearly not informed about the new
plan to redistrict a small part of Washing-
ton School from Roosevelt to Edison. She
writes, “The most logical students to move
are those who are driven or bused to
school on a daily basis.”

Really? Well, that is one way to go
about it, although that is not what the
BOE voted to do. The board did not
redistrict only the children who are bused
to Roosevelt each day, not even close. In
fact, the children from Washington School
who are more than two miles from
Roosevelt have not had a bus to Roosevelt
for two years! We believe that this is
contrary to the state law, which requires
that children who live two miles from
their middle school of attendance be bused
there. In contrast, the children from Wil-
son School who are more than two miles
from Roosevelt are still provided busing
each day. However, they are not being
redistricted. The BOE did vote on a new
transportation policy, which takes their
bus away, and a bus is now only provided
to them if they choose to voluntarily go to
Edison. At least they have a choice, al-
though we believe that this too is contrary
to state law, as Edison is not their middle
school of attendance. (It would be if they
too were mandatorily redistricted, but
board member Beth Cassie said at the
February 24 meeting that there were only
a few of them, which would make it
socially difficult for them. Yet, we are

told that we overstate the social impact on
the “Washington 21.”)

Our street is part of the new attendance
zone, a zone which zigs and zags when-
ever the superintendent needs to add a
child or two. The superintendent carved
out specific streets to get to a number of
21 students this year with little continu-
ity. Some streets are split down the middle,
with one side being redistricted and one
side not.

Incidentally, in some years, the num-
ber of students in this magic zone, when
combined with Edison students, causes
the Edison class sizes to exceed 30 stu-
dents per class, according to our calcula-
tions. How is that for overcrowding? The
BOE admits that it has not figured out
what to do in this year yet. According to
Dr. Dolan, they have a committee to study
options, which is just now beginning to
meet. Yet, they have had their final vote
in favor of the new attendance zone, some-
how knowing in advance of those meet-
ings that it is right to redistrict.

My children are being redistricted even
though we do not live more than two
miles from Roosevelt. Children in our
neighborhood can and do walk to
Roosevelt. However, we do live more
than two miles from Edison and will be
given a bus there. So, Ms. Mason writes,
“I asked the BOE to redistrict the middle
schools and avoid unnecessary tax in-
creases to Westfield’s homeowners.” Too
late. Ms. Mason should know that Super-
intendent Dolan’s plan already raised her
property taxes. The district will have to
provide busing for my children and many
others to Edison when they did not qualify

for busing to Roosevelt.
It is a common misconception that the

children who are bused to Roosevelt would
now be bused to Edison. That is not the
plan that the superintendent put forth.
This plan selects some specific streets in
only the Washington School area (even
though there are other children who live
more than two miles from Roosevelt) as
the BOE decided that the “numbers
worked” and so those children should be
redistricted.

The misinformation about this plan is
one of the most frustrating parts of this
process for an affected parent.

We are being demonized as parents
who do not want our children to attend
Edison because it is on the south side of
town. That couldn’t be farther from the
truth, as those few unaffected families
who attended the BOE meetings or
watched them on TV 36 know – that was
never mentioned in the many hours of
comments by parents. We know that
Edison and Roosevelt are both excellent
schools. However, there are logistical is-
sues that put the affected children at an
unfair disadvantage to their peers that
cannot be ignored.

Requiring a small group of 11-year-old
children to separate from their friends and
ride a bus for 80 minutes per day (which
is longer than most adults’ commute time)
does not provide them with an equal edu-
cational experience. It makes less than 1
percent of middle-schoolers bear the bur-
den to solve a town-wide, generation-old
problem. This is what we object to.

Maria Constantinou
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
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WF BOE Member Jane Clancy
On Why She Seeks a Second Term

As I write this, it is very hard to believe
it has been three years since I joined the
Westfield Board of Education. As I have
listened, learned and asked many ques-
tions, I have gained so much knowledge
and insight from our administrators, our
teachers and staff and our community. I
have had the privilege to be a part of
hiring our new superintendent, a new
high school principal and the reopening
of Lincoln School as our Early Childhood
Learning Center.

I have worked on the Curriculum, Fa-
cilities Community Outreach, and Tech-
nology committees and have been liaison
to the PTC Special Ed, Tamaques School,
the library and Lincoln School. I have
navigated my way through all of the criti-
cal components that make up how our
district operates and have come to under-
stand the important part the state plays in
the decisions that we make.

I am running again for the Westfield
Board of Education because as a parent of
seven children — three who have graduated
from WHS, two currently in the high school,
one in Edison and one in Tamaques — and
as an early childhood educator myself, I feel
I bring a broad range of experience and
insight to the board. In my 24 years living in
Westfield, my husband Bob (a life-long
resident) and I have always been actively
involved in the community through the
schools, scouts, clubs and sports.

I have worked hard to ensure that the
children in our community are receiving
the best of opportunities especially
through education.

In many ways, I feel my work has just
begun on the board. There is a great deal
that goes into making Westfield a high
achieving district and we are currently
faced with many challenges, particularly
financially. My sincere hope is to take the
knowledge that I have gained, combined
with my own experiences, and continue
to ensure all of our children are well
served and cared for in our district.

We must continue to provide diverse
programs through our academics, fine
arts, athletics and our numerous extra-
curricular activities. Westfield recognizes
that not all children are the same and we
must continue to reach out to the children,
who, because of various learning styles,
might otherwise fall through the cracks. I
am fully committed to looking at ways
that all of our children can benefit from a
broad range of programs.

The children in this district, just as the
children in my family, all have a great
deal to offer but not all in the same way.
It is our duty as educators and parents to
tap into their talents and give them the
tools and resources they need to reach
their greatest potential.

Jane Clancy
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Finn Outlays
Experience and Attributes

My name is David Finn, and I am a
candidate for the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation. I have been a resident in town
since 2000. My wife Marybeth, a Family
Nurse Practitioner, and I have four chil-
dren. David Jr. is a freshman at The Col-
lege of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
Mass. Sean, is a senior at St. Peter’s Prep
in Jersey City. Conor is in the seventh
grade at Roosevelt Intermediate School
and Emily is in the third grade at Wash-
ington Elementary School. Our children
have benefited immeasurably from the
education they have received in the
Westfield Public Schools.

My education includes a Bachelor of
Arts in Economics from Villanova Uni-
versity and a Masters in Business Admin-
istration with a concentration in market-
ing from Rutgers University Graduate
School of Management.

As for my career, I have been in profes-
sional services sales and marketing for 17
years and am currently a senior consult-
ant at Towers Perrin in New York City.
Towers Perrin is a human resources con-
sulting firm that specializes in compensa-
tion, benefits and change management
consulting to many Fortune 500 compa-
nies.

Many of my clients are challenged by
the difficult economy and how to do “more
with less” – challenges with which our

school system must also grapple over the
coming year. Issues such as increased
enrollment, a budget shortfall and de-
creased state aid are very real. However,
these issues can be dealt with effectively
through creative problem solving, strong
leadership, an open and inclusive pro-
cess, fiscal responsibility and direct and
thorough communication.

I am seeking the honor of serving on
the Westfield Board of Education be-
cause I possess attributes that will enable
us to move forward through challenging
times: together, as one town, and one
school system. I humbly ask for your
support on April 21, 2009.

Please feel free to reach out to me to
discuss any school board related matters
at finnforwestfieldboe@yahoo.com.

Thank you.

David Finn
Westfield

BOE Candidate McLane Says He Will
Connect Residents with the Board

My family and I moved to Westfield
about four years ago, from Fanwood (12
years), because we were impressed by
Westfield’s excellent school system and
the services offered. My daughter, Emily,
is now a seventh grader at Roosevelt and
my son, Nicholas, is a fifth grader at
Franklin School. My wife, Eleana, has
volunteered on various committees for
Franklin School since moving here.

I am a Certified Financial Planner (CFP)
working with families and business own-
ers in the area, helping them build finan-
cial security. I have extensive experience
in evaluating the economic value of pro-
posed solutions, as well as forecasting
future revenues and cost of projects. My
expertise also extends to evaluating bud-
gets and benefit programs (health/medi-
cal and pensions).

I received a B.S. in Accounting from
Shippensburg University and a master’s
degree from Embry Riddle University,
while serving as an officer in the U.S.
Army. I obtained the rank of captain and

was a helicopter pilot, before leaving
active duty to pursue my business career.
I am also active in Westfield sports pro-
grams helping coach soccer and basket-
ball.

My interest in running for the Westfield
Board of Education is based on helping
make good decisions that positively af-
fect the Westfield community economi-
cally. The board members represent the
Westfield residents’ interests. My objec-
tives are to be a voice of the residents, do
my best to represent the majority view
and provide transparency during the pro-
cess.

I believe my financial background will
provide incremental value in the discus-
sion and final decisions that will help
control the economic impact on residents.
We need to help keep the residents con-
nected to the Board of Education by com-
municating timely information from the
beginning to the end of the process.

Michael McLane
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Kathy Monteiro
Seeks to Assist in Energy Plan

To our Westfield community, family
and friends: I am Kathy Monteiro. I am
seeking your support to vote for me on
April 21, 2009, for the Westfield Board of
Education. I bring 20 years of Higher
Education experience in the field of ar-
chitecture, construction, capital planning
and budget. I am well versed with our
state regulatory agency, the Department
of Community Affairs (DCA).

There is no doubt that in hearing and
seeing the results of the redistricting ef-
forts, there is always room for future
improvements. I would like to be part of
the passion in education, safety, and in-
tegrity of our schools and the administra-
tion it represents.

To achieve these simple yet complex
mantras, I will provide added value to the
team, the partnership, the leadership of
the Board of Education and our Westfield
community; our town, our homes, our
livelihood, and our passion to be in the
best place in New Jersey.

I am an 18 year resident of Westfield
along with my husband Ed. We have two
sons: Brian age 15 currently a sophomore
in WHS and Alexander age 11 attending
Roosevelt. They love their school, their
teachers, and their friends. Because of
their environment, they are well-rounded
young men who continue to grow in their
education, sports, and social activities.
As a family we participate in many local
events.

I have a Bachelor of Architecture De-
gree and a Master of Science in Architec-
tural Studies from the School of Architec-
ture at New Jersey Institute of Technol-

ogy. I am currently the Director of Con-
struction Administration at New Jersey
City University, Department of Facilities
and Construction Management. Prior to
this I have held positions as Director of
Campus Planning at Kean University;
Director of Architectural Services at
Montclair State University and Associate
Director of Space Planning at UMDNJ
Department of Operations.

I am currently a Trustee at St. Dominic
Academy in Jersey City, empowering
young women for leadership; a Board
member for the New Jersey Chapter of
the Construction Specifications Institute,
and a member of the Professional Women
in Construction.

I have participated in several Washing-
ton School shows for fund raising, do-
nated to the Westfield Historical Society
and the Westfield College Women’s Club.
I have volunteered my time to our Holy
Trinity Parish Faith Formation Education
for eight years. I have strengths in public
contract law, competitive bidding and
emergency preparedness.

I would like to assist in the energy and
sustainability initiatives in our school
systems. Education is one of many lega-
cies we transfer to our families, our friends,
members of our community. In essence,
we are the fabric of our society. I express
my sincere wish to take on this public
service for the betterment of our Westfield
community.

I hope to earn your vote this April 21,
2009. Thank you.

Kathy Monteiro
Westfield

WF BOE Candidate Rich Mattessich
Introduces Himself to the Public

My name is Rich Mattessich, and I am
a candidate for the Westfield Board of
Education.

This is clearly an interesting time to
seek such a position as the economy re-
mains weak, looming school budget gaps
are sure to foster significant debate, and
we have recently implemented a new
attendance zone that strikes a chord across
many readers, yet, in very different ways.

I care deeply about maintaining our
tradition of excellence in education, and I
am confident that my abilities and back-
ground make me well qualified to serve
our town.

My wife Michelle and I have lived in
Westfield for over 12 years. Our two daugh-
ters – Rachel, 10, and Allison, 8 – have
benefited immensely from the education
system in Westfield in just the few years
they have attended, and I am committed to
helping ensure our system remains strong
for all of our children going forward.

I have a strong financial background,
with an accounting degree from
Georgetown University, a master’s de-
gree in finance from NYU and a law
degree from the University of Texas. I

have previously practiced as a CPA, and
I have been a practicing attorney for over
13 years.

I am currently Associate General Coun-
sel at The Dun & Bradstreet Corporation.
I have represented many public and pri-
vate entity boards of directors over the
years, and I currently sit on one private
condominium board of directors.

Those of you who have heard me speak
at BOE meetings know that I hold simple
principles with respect to the governing
by elected officials of the educational
process – transparency in decision mak-
ing with all constituents while addressing
the issues as one town and considering the
needs of all citizens.

In the coming weeks, you will hear
much from me regarding my views and
how I believe I can best serve you and our
community. I am interested in your ques-
tions and comments and encourage you to
engage in dialogue by reaching out to me
any time and I welcome your e-mails at
mattessich-for-boe@comcast.net.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield
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By Superintendent Margaret Dolan

Westfield Public Schools

I am writing this letter when the deci-
sion on state funding remains in question,
prior to the governor’s message of March
10. Facing this uncertainty, I would like
the residents of Westfield to understand
how the Westfield Public School district
has been preparing for whatever decision
the governor announces regarding aid to
our schools.

Westfield may not receive as much
state aid as many school districts, but we
certainly depend on the 6 percent of our
revenue base, or $5,051,068, that is in-
cluded in our current school year budget.
When it became apparent in January that
our state aid could be cut short prior to the
end of this school year, I announced to my
staff the curtailment of non-essential
spending. Shortly thereafter, the com-
missioner of education issued the very
same restriction for all public school dis-
tricts in New Jersey. The money we have
saved over the last three months will
either help us continue our payroll for the
end of this school year or put us in a better
position for next year’s budget.

Together with the business administra-
tor, the finance committee of the board,
and our administration and staff, we also
have aggressively looked for ways to
make our operation more efficient. We
already have saved more than $200,000

The Unknown State Aid

in utilities through a district-wide energy
conservation program. We have refi-
nanced the debt service on our 1999 bonds,
resulting in $34,000 to $38,000 savings
over each of the next five years. We have
been successful in negotiating no increase
in property and liability insurance, dental
insurance and prescription costs for 2009-
2010. Health insurance will rise and we
continue to try to find the lowest cost to
meet our contracted obligations.

Despite these and other measures, it is
not going to be an easy task to bring next
year’s budget to a balanced level without
making cuts in every school in our dis-
trict. These are unusual times in our
economy and the schools are not exempt.

The Westfield Board of Education will
hold budget meetings every Tuesday un-
til the school election, with the exception
of April 7 during spring break. The meet-
ings are open to the public, are taped and
televised on WHS-TV36 and are summa-
rized in Synopsis, which is available on
the district website. Families in Westfield
are making difficult choices right now.
The administration of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools is making difficult choices as
well. By working together, we will strive
to provide Westfield children with excel-
lent educational opportunities that they
deserve.

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track
The Westfield Leader and The Times

sales@goleader.com - (908) 232-4407
www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com
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Ms. Julia O’Shea Donohue and David Matthew Roth

Ms. Julia O. Donohue
To Marry David M. Roth

Mr. and Mrs. John Roger Donohue
of Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms. Julia
O’Shea Donohue, to David Matthew
Roth. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Robert Roth of Allentown, Pa.

A 1993 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in English and Art

History in 1997 from Mount Holyoke
College in South Hadley, Mass. She
spent her junior year at Trinity Col-
lege in Dublin, Ireland.

In 2004, Ms. Donohue earned a
Juris Doctor degree from Seton Hall
University School of Law in Newark.
She spent the following year clerking
for Judge B. Theodore Bozonelis, the
Assignment Judge for Morris and
Sussex counties in New Jersey. Ms.
Donohue currently is an associate
with the law firm of Weiner, Lesniak
LLP in Parsippany.

Her fiancé is a 1996 graduate of
Parkland High School in South
Whitehall, Pa. He earned a bachelor’s
degree in Political Science and Soci-
ology in 2000 from the University of
Colorado in Boulder. In the summer
of 2000, Mr. Roth interned in the
Public Defender’s office in Sitka,
Alaska. He received a Juris Doctor
degree in 2004 from Seton Hall Uni-
versity School of Law in Newark and
currently is a partner in the Roth Law
Firm of Allentown, Pa.

A May 2009 wedding is planned.

Miller-Cory Welcomes All
To St. Patrick Celebration

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum will present “A Trib-
ute to St. Patrick’s Day” on Sunday,
March 15, from 2 to 4 p.m. This
program is described as ideal for the
whole family. The museum is located
at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

St. Patrick’s Day marks the anniver-
sary of the death of the missionary who
became the patron saint of Ireland. A
festive holiday, it is celebrated with
parades, speeches and special dinners.

The festivities at the Miller-Cory
House Museum will include a pre-
sentation on St. Patrick, a display of
St. Patrick’s Day collectibles, a craft
for children and storytelling. Light
refreshments will be served.

In the museum’s Frazee Building,
members of the cooking committee
will prepare seasonal recipes over
the open-hearth fire using authentic
Colonial methods. Taste treats will
be available for sampling.

Visitors also are invited to stop by
the museum gift shop, which offers
a variety of Colonial toys, crafts,
books and educational materials.

Admission to the museum and its
grounds is $2.50 for adults, $1 for stu-
dents and free for children under age 4.

Hellers Welcome
Shayna Faye

David and Meryl Heller of Morris
Plains have announced the birth of
their daughter, Shayna Faye Heller, on
Thursday, February 26, at 6:12 p.m. at
Morristown Memorial Hospital in
Morristown.

Shayna weighed 7 pounds and 15
ounces and measured 20 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her sister, Morgan, age 2.
The baby’s paternal grandparents

are Marilyn and Stephen Heller of
Port Monmouth, formerly of Westfield.

Carol and Fred Bolton of Denville
are her maternal grandparents.

Shayna’s father is a 1994 graduate
of Westfield High School and cur-
rently serves as the assistant princi-
pal of Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield.

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT JOHN DONNELLY, III
(She is the former Ms. Tara Eileen Behr)

Ms. Tara E. Behr Marries
Robert J. Donnelly, III

Ms. Tara Eileen Behr, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Behr of Clark,
formerly of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, November 1, to Robert
John Donnelly, III. He is the son of
the late Robert J. Donnelly, Jr. and
Mary Donnelly and the grandson of
Mrs. Frances Donnelly of Union.

The Reverend Dr. Christopher
Hynes officiated at the morning cer-
emony, which took place at Seton
Hall University in South Orange. This
was the first marriage to take place at
the newly renovated Chapel of the
Immaculate Conception. A reception
was held in the evening at the James
Ward Mansion in Westfield.

Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore a Pronovias ivory gown
and carried a bouquet of red roses
from Christoffers in Mountainside.
The photographer was from J F Pho-
tography in Cranford.

Mrs. Eileen Behr, mother of the
bride, was the matron of honor. Ms.
Katie Behr of Virginia, Ms. Amy Behr
of Clark, Ms. Maryellen Wheatley of
Illinois and Mrs. Megan Heaton of
Union were bridal attendants. All wore
black gowns and carried a red rose.

Miss Karena Andreassen of Cranford
served as the flower girl.

Pietro DiGena of Berkeley Heights,
a friend of the bridegroom, was the best
man. Kevin Behr of Clark, Scott Heaton
of Union and Ryan Killimett of Union
were groomsmen. Master Matthew
Heaton of Union, nephew of the bride-
groom, served as the ring bearer.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bach-
elor of Science in Nursing degree
from Boston College in Chestnut Hill,
Mass. in 2006. She is employed as an
oncology nurse at the Carol G. Simon
Cancer Center at Overlook Hospital
in Summit.

The bridegroom, a 1998 graduate
of Union High School, was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Criminal
Justice from Seton Hall University in
South Orange. He recently earned his
Master of Arts degree in Human Re-
sources Training and Development at
Seton Hall and is employed as a po-
lice officer in Union.

Following a wedding trip to Disney
World in Florida, the couple and their
chocolate Labrador, Minnie, reside
in their home in Westfield.

The Miller-Cory House Museum, a
restored, fully furnished farmhouse
built in 1740, is a nationally recog-
nized living history site. Upcoming
events include “The Art of Tin Pierc-
ing” on Sunday, March 22, and “Afri-
can Slaves in Colonial New Jersey” on
Sunday, March 29. For more informa-
tion or to schedule a school or scout
tour, call the museum office weekday
mornings at (908) 232-1776.

www.goleader.com/express

“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Two homes on Rahway Avenue were demolished to
make way for Forest Glen Court, the new cul-de-sac
the homes will be set on.

Construction Starts At
Daunno’s Forest Glen Estates!

On Friday, March 6th Daunno Development
Company, LLC began construction of Forest Glen
Estates, a three lot sub-division set on a to-be-built cul-
de-sac adjacent to Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
According to Marketing
Director Rudolph Daunno
III, “This is one of the last
large parcels of
undeveloped property left
in Westfield and we are
excited by the opportunity
to develop it. It is our goal
to create a truly elegant
enclave of custom built
homes and strive towards
our goal of distinguishing
our company as one of
Central New Jersey’s most
prestigious home builders.”

The project is set to
have many qualities unique
to Westfield. First, each lot
in the new sub-division will
be ½  to ¾ of an acre in size;
exceptionally large lots for
Westfield. Second, two of
the three homes will have
the potential for walk-out basements. Third and most
importantly, the project will back up to the heavily
wooded property owned by Saint Helen’s Church and
Tamaques Park: both of which can never be developed.

To ensure that the project will be truly something
special, the Daunno Team has sought the assistance of
the award winning architectural firm of Beer and
Coleman to assist in the design of the three custom

homes. Current design concepts for the project include
at least 4000 square feet of living space, three car side
entry garages, complete landscape packages, finished
basements and exceptional quality throughout. As

standard with all
Daunno built homes,
their clients will have
the opportunity to make
all interior and exterior
selections throughout
the construction
process to create a truly
custom home. Also
included are generous
allowances for
cabinets, countertops,
appliances, tile, doors,
and light fixtures.

In addition to
Forest Glen Estates,
Daunno Development is
also responsible for the
construction of Charlotte
Drive Estates in Clark.
Charlotte Drive is an 8
lot sub-division with four
homes sold and four to-

be-built custom homes currently for sale. Daunno
Development also specializes in large scale additions, add-
a-levels, knockdowns and complete home makeovers.

For sales information, a list of standards, or more
general information on this project or the company, please
call 732-396-3995 or visit them on the web at
www.daunno.com.

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

Nature Club to Visit
Landfill, Great Swamp

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Greater
Watchung Nature Club has announced
that a bird trip is set for Saturday,
March 21, to the Trenton Landfill in
Fell Township, Pa. to view winter
gulls, migrating ducks and birds of
prey. This trip also will include a visit
to Pennsbury Manor.

Participants are asked to meet at 8
a.m. at the south side lot of the Fanwood
train station to arrange carpooling.
Trip leader Terry Carruthers may be
reached at (908) 787-7299.

On Thursday, March 26, Pete
Axelrod will lead an evening trip to the
Great Swamp to see and hear the wood-
cock go through their courtship song
and dance. Interested persons are asked
to meet at 6 p.m. at the Friends of the
Great Swamp bookstore, Great Swamp
National Wildlife Refuge, Pleasant
Plains Road in Millington. Individu-
als are asked to bring a flashlight and
sturdy shoes or boots. Mr. Axelrod
may be reached at (908) 347-2308.

The public is welcome to attend all
club programs and trips.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Reiki Session on Tap
At FUMC March 21

WESTFIELD – The Spiritual Life
Committee at the First United Meth-
odist Church will sponsor a program
on Reiki, a Japanese system of natu-
ral healing, on Saturday, March 21, at
1 p.m.

A gentle touch on the body or above
the body is used. Participants remain
fully clothed during a session. Reiki
is designed to reduce stress, ease pain
and release bad habits, among other
goals.

Sinikka Laitamaki, a Shinpiden
Level III Usui Reiki Ryoho Master
and teacher, will lead the program in
the church’s fellowship hall. The in-
structor will provide background on
Reiki, discuss some of the research,
do a meditation and provide a short
demonstration.

There will be a $10 fee for the
program. The church is located at
One East Broad Street in Westfield.
To register, call Susan in the church
office at (908) 233-4211.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

S.A.R. Chapter Posts
Dinner Meeting Date
WESTFIELD – The West Fields

Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution will hold its annual din-
ner meeting on Wednesday, March
25. It will take place at the Echo Lake
Country Club, located at 515 Spring-
field Avenue in Westfield. A cash bar
will open at 6 p.m.

Guests Nancy Shill and Charlie
Pellegrino, artists and musicians
from Bucks County, Pa., will appear
dressed in full regalia of the Colo-
nial period. They will perform on the
fiddle and guitar, respectively.

This meeting is open to the public.
For more information or to make
reservations, call Warren Fristensky,
chapter president, at (908) 654-1731.

www.goleader.com
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Turn to Each Other During
Times of Economic Turmoil

By THE REVEREND ANDREW
HAMERSLEY

Some of the smartest people I know,
in some of the most senior positions
in multinational corporations, come
in from their weeks at work these
days looking as if they have seen a
ghost. This economy is hurting good
people. It seems each week someone
new tells me that they have been
terminated or their job has been down-
graded. The economic turmoil is af-
fecting not only large chunks of our
portfolios but is now also affecting
our community’s life.

Some see their job change as an
opportunity – a moment to reassess,
to spend quality time with their fami-
lies, to think again for the first time in
a while about what they might really
want to do. These are people who
would be at the very top of whatever
game they were playing and they are
resilient, at least for now. Others,
who have been out of work for longer,
or whose life savings have disap-
peared, or who have had to let go
countless numbers of ordinarily fine
people, are feeling more than a little
haunted.

Sometimes it is hardest on the
spouses. It makes sense. So many in
our community have come here from
the city to raise families. They come
from the Upper West Side or Brook-
lyn, let’s say, and once children are on
the scene they have a decision to
make. Schooling is often at the heart
of it. And so they come here, and one
of the couple stops a career (which
has been very high powered) to tend
to the home front and to support the
nurture and care of children. And
because the other is so talented and
good at what he or she does, the
corporate appetite is pretty relent-
less.

So it is up at dawn, or before. It is
on the train, bus or in the car heading
for the city, and too often they miss
both ends of their children’s day. They
miss breakfast and bedtime way too
often. But it is a sacrifice, it is part of
the drill, and they make it work. But
someone is always left to deal. So, it
is off to London on the overnight
flight, or off to China, missing a birth-
day, or it is off to the West Coast, or
the Midwest, or Florida.

I like to know where our parishio-
ners are and I used to envy their
travel; however, even in my odd life,
I have done some traveling for busi-
ness and it really is not all that great.
There is stress for the traveler and

stress for the one left behind. Some-
one is always being left at home to
cope. And couples live like that, in-
vesting in a career and the good of a
firm, working 110 percent because
that is what you do and then you get
a call to talk to the boss. You need to
report to HR because there is a
downsizing and it is nothing personal,
just business. Swallowing your pride
and rage you go.

My experience of Human Re-
sources in one multi-national firm I
worked for before seminary was that
it was a joke and that the staff fol-
lowed routines by rote to such a de-
gree that the “human” part of the
Human Resources equation seemed
absent or ironic at best. And so all
those hours, all that sacrifice on the
part of the employed and the spouse,
all that investment, all that
cheerleading, comes down to file
boxes full of mementos and a spouse
who is fit to be tied.

How should you handle it? Being a
person of moderation I say: “Let it
rip!” (But don’t scare the kids). I hope
that couples facing economic woe all
over our area will find places of safety
to grieve honestly over these lost
dreams and seemingly misplaced in-
vestments. I hope that lips can be kept
both stiff and upper for as long as they
need to be, but that at some point
these crises will be met openly, vul-
nerably and humanly.

I can imagine that when spouses
allow themselves to be real with each
other in this moment, they will have
a chance to rediscover why they love
each other in the first place. And
from that place of tenderness, they
can rebuild, placing brick upon brick
of a new and better foundation which
keeps things in a renewed perspec-
tive – a little wiser, a little more
protective, investing in one’s most
important assets – the people one
loves.

Jesus cautioned His followers to be
in the world but not of the world.
Elsewhere He said: “Render unto Cae-
sar the things which are Caesar’s, and
unto God the things that are God’s.”
To all who are struggling through this
perilous time: “Hang in there! And
grab the ones you love and hold them
close. Wealth can be measured in a lot
of ways. And reach out to get some
help if you need it.”

* * * * * * *

The Reverend Hamersley is rector of
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Alborada and Harpist Plan
Performances at Library

Alborada Merynda Adams

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will present two musi-
cal programs this month.

Dancers of the Alborada Spanish
Dance Theatre will perform between
6:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 18. Originally founded in 1965
by the late María Alba, the company
formerly performed as The María Alba
Spanish Dance Company. Ms. Alba
and current director Eva Lucena revi-
talized the company in 1980, bringing
to it new dancers and choreographers.

According to Alborada’s website,
alboradadance.org, “They have
worked to set the company apart from
other Spanish dance companies, by
bringing to the stage dance dramas
such as El Amor Brujo, and dramati-
zations of the poetry of Federico García
Lorca, as well as regional and tradi-
tional dances from all parts of Spain,
such as jotas from Valencia and dances
from Asturias and Galicia.”

Over the past 12 years, the company
has performed in many venues in the
tri-state area. Every year, the company
brings Spanish dance to schools, senior
centers and community libraries in New
Jersey and New York, with master
classes and lecture demonstrations.

To register for this program, access
wmlnj.org and click on the calendar
or call (908) 789-4090, extension no.
4140. This program is open to MU-
RAL and Westfield Memorial Library

cardholders.
On Friday, March 20, the library

will welcome spring with a visit by
Merynda Adams, who will perform
between noon and 2 p.m.

Ms. Adams made her New York
debut to a sold out Carnegie Recital
Hall as a 1994 winner of the Artists
International Competition. A gradu-
ate of the Manhattan School of Mu-
sic, she has been the principal harpist
of The Orchestra at William Paterson
University for the past decade and
has performed frequently on the
Lyrica Concert Series.

Additionally, Ms. Adams has per-
formed with the New York Grand Op-
era, New Philharmonic, Plainfield
Symphony, Metro Lyric Opera, Opera
at Florham and the Northeastern Phil-
harmonic. She has appeared at Lin-
coln Center’s Bruno Walter Audito-
rium, Avery Fisher Hall and off Broad-
way in the long-running musical The
Fantasticks. In addition to running an
active teaching studio, she is an Af-
filiate Artist Teacher at Drew Univer-
sity and has been an instructor of harp
at Seton Hall University.

Harpist Merynda Adams 
Friday, March 20 

12 – 2 pm 
Ahhh! It’s Spring at last!    

Read and relax to the soothing sounds       

of the harp. 

550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ  
Open to the public. No need to register. 

The Westfield Memorial Library presents 

Arts and Crafts, Games, Karate, Talent Shows & More

Sports With Instruction: Swimming, Soccer, Basketball,
Softball & More!

Field Trips: Amusement Parks, Baseball Games,
Museums & More!

• For Boys, Girls 5-14
• 2-8 Week Programs Available
• Operated by Licensed Teachers
• We accept 1199 & TWU Members
• FREE Transportation

Days Filled with FUN, FUN, FUN!

Less Than $79* Per Day!
CALL 1-201-530-1255

or 1-800-DAYCAMP
*Based on an 8 week program

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

BootCampWF
Westfield’s premiere, healthy living 
outdoor fitness training program

Workouts MW&F @ 5:30 & 9:30 am; 
MW&Th @ 6:30 pm in Tamaques Park

Next Session Starts March 18th

www.BootCampWF.com

Stamp Club Show to Be Held
This Saturday In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Stamp Club, in cooperation with the
Westfield Recreation Department,
will hold its annual stamp show from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, March
14, in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing Community Room, located at 425
East Broad Street. Admission is free.

The show’s theme will surround
Albert Einstein, whose birthday is
March 14. A special exhibit of Einstein
stamps and related material will be
on display. There also will be a spe-
cially designed, limited-run envelope
featuring Einstein available for sale.

The show also will include the
annual exhibit competition among
club members, who will exhibit
stamps and postal history items from
around the world. The exhibits to be
shown will be the work of those who
are new to the field as well as from
those who have shown their work at
the international competitive level.

Some of the topics included in this
competition will be the use of U.S.
airmail stamps, mail from German
Panzer divisions during World War
II, errors on U.S. stamps and mail
from past U.S. presidential elections.
A team of nationally accredited
philatelic judges will evaluate the
exhibits.

Stamp dealers from around the
state who have a range of philatelic
items for sale in every price range
will be at the show floor. They also
will be available to answer questions
and advise showgoers about the value
of any items they bring in.

A special stamp-collecting intro-
ductory session will be held at 10:30

a.m. for youngsters in grades 3 to 5.
A parent or other adult must accom-
pany each child. Noted stamp col-
lector and author Steven Rod will
conduct the 45-minute session.

At the conclusion of the program,
the children will receive more than
100 stamps and related items as a
gift from the Westfield Stamp Club
to help them get started in this hobby.

At 1:30 p.m., Mr. Rod will offer an
Adult Beginners Program for those
who may have collected as young-
sters and want to get back into the
hobby, as well as for those who are
interested in a new pastime. There is
no charge to attend either program,
but space is limited; reservations
must be made by Friday, March 13,
by sending an e-mail to
westfieldstamps@yahoo.com. Each
person who signs up will receive an
admission ticket via return e-mail.

For additional information, call
(908) 232-0539 or visit
westfieldstampclub.org.

St. Paul’s Invites All
To Lenten Activities

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church, located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield, will hold
special Lenten services. Stations of
the Cross are conducted every Fri-
day at noon during Lent through
April 3. The mid-week Holy Eu-
charist is celebrated at 7 a.m. on
Wednesdays in the chapel.

Wednesday Eucharists at 6 p.m. and
potluck dinners at 6:30 p.m. are fol-
lowed by discussions appropriate to the
season. Scheduled topics are “The
Meaning of Fasting” on March 18 and
“The Meaning of Almsgiving” on April
1. On March 25, the potluck dinner will
be followed by an evening of “Fun and
Games” for adults and children in honor
of the Feast of the Annunciation.

The public is invited to these
Lenten offerings. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 232-8506.

St. Bart’s Academy
Sets Clothing Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – St.
Bartholomew Academy will hold its
spring clothing drive on Saturday,
April 4, from 8 a.m. to noon. New and
used clothing, including coats, shoes,
boots, handbags, belts, linens, towels
and stuffed animals will be accepted.

All items should be bagged. Stu-
dents will unload the bags on the
convent side of the school building,
located at 2032 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion, call Nancy at (908) 654-4304
or Allison at (908) 889-6280.

The Westfield Memorial Library  

presents the 

Alborada Spanish 

Dance Theater 
Wednesday, March 18  6:30 pm 

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL 
cardholders. Go to www.wmlnj.org and click on Calendar 

to register, or call 908.789.4090 x 4140. 550 E. Broad St. 

Maria Candida’s Hair Forum
105 Prospect Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

(908) 233-3460

Small Business Spotlight

Maria’s Hair Forum Celebrates
30 Years in Westfield Business

WESTFIELD — On March 1, 1979,
Maria Candida’s Hair Forum opened its
doors at 105 Prospect Street in Westfield
for the first time. Today, the salon cel-
ebrates 30 years in business with the
original owner, Maria Iacono-Schettino,
whose dream had always been to open her
own shop, years before she’d even fin-
ished school. When Maria’s mother
stumbled upon a local salon for sale,
Maria jumped at the opportunity to real-
ize her dream.

The salon first opened when Westfield
was still full of mom-and-pop businesses.
Over time, those family-run businesses
have steadily disappeared in favor of the
larger, brand named chains. Maria’s Hair
Forum (name is in honor of the ancient
Roman forum because of its symbolic
association to gathering and socializing)
is one of the few mom-and-pop shops still
thriving, with many of the original cus-
tomers — generations of families – com-
ing in regularly for salon services.

Josephine Macaluso, the first customer
served on day one in 1979, still comes in
weekly. “I was the first customer,”
Josephine explains. “It was a pleasure
then and a pleasure now. I consider Maria
much more than a hairdresser. She’s also
a dear friend.”

According to Maria, people would come
in for a haircut or color and stay for hours
to have coffee and socialize with the other
customers. “That was a big part of the
charm,” Maria says. “And I still have some

of the original staff. Carol Wreesmann, for
example, is still working with me.”

“I’ve always been impressed by the
loyalty Maria’s customers have shown
over the years,” says Patrick Rotella,
Maria’s long-time friend and co-worker.
“She has customers who come in from
Manhattan by bus and many who come
back from other states after they’ve moved
away. The salon is just like Truvy’s in
Steel Magnolias.”

“I have the best customers,” Maria
admits. “They’ve been so loyal all these
years — just like a family.” Irene Clark,
a 30-year, weekly customer, says Maria is
“absolutely wonderful, always cheerful
and good-hearted and a pleasure to be
around.”

Over 30 years, styles have changed, but
Maria has kept up with trends by continu-
ing her education in cuts, color and styles,
as well as the many modern innovations
such as thermal straightening (which origi-
nated in Japan), hair and eyelash exten-
sions and new color techniques.

Maria thanks God for all the great years
she’s had running her little shop on Prospect
St. “I’m so grateful for the support I’ve had
all these years from family and friends and
the community. It’s overwhelming how
wonderful everyone has been.”

Maria Candida’s Hair Forum is open
Tuesday through Saturdays, and open
late (until 8 p.m.) on Thursday and Friday
evenings. For an appointment, call (908)
233-3460.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Lunch Outing
AREA – The Circle of Single

Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a
Meet and Eat Lunch on Sunday,
March 22, at noon at Charlie
Brown’s Steakhouse, located at
247 Raritan Avenue (Route 27) in
Highland Park.

The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal off the menu and tip. Inter-
ested persons are asked to respond
by contacting Roberta at (908) 668-
8450 or roger678@optonline.net.
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– Obituaries –

Anthony Abbruzzese

Anthony Abbruzzese, 95, Technician;
Was Active With Senior Organizations

Anthony Abbruzzese, 95, of
Fanwood died on Monday, March 2,
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in New York City, he was raised
in South Plainfield and had lived in
Plainfield before moving to
Fanwood 59 years ago.

Prior to retiring, Mr.
Abbruzzese had been em-
ployed as a technician with
Auster’s Appliance Co. in
Westfield for 39 years. He
was an active member of
the Tri County Seniors and
the South Plainfield Trav-
eling Seniors and enjoyed
traveling with his special
friend, the late Susan
Gochal.

His wife, Louise Merrill
Abbruzzese, predeceased
him in 1982.

Surviving are his children, Vincent
Abbruzzese and his wife, Ginny, and
Marilyn Rutishauser; five grandchil-
dren, Kimberly Mason and her hus-
band, Dean, Scott Rutishauser, Mark
Rutishauser and his wife, Jessica, Greg
Abbruzzese and Todd Rutishauser, and
six great-grandchildren, Kelly, Kara
and Kevin Mason, Madyson

Abbruzzese and Morgan and Ryan
Rutishauser. His brother, Robert; sis-
ter, Theresa Lonzak, and aunt, Pauline
Faso, also survive him.

In addition to his wife, he was
predeceased by his sib-
lings, Giovanni “Pooch”
Abbruzzese, Alfred
“Buddy” Abbruzzese
and Janet Nehilia.

The funeral was held
on Saturday, March 7,
from the Memorial Fu-
neral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A
Funeral Mass followed
at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catho-
lic Church in Scotch
Plains. Interment took
place at Fairview Cem-

etery in Westfield.
Memorial donations may be made

to St. Jude Children’s Research Hos-
pital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis,
Tenn. 38105-1942 (www.stjude.org)
or to “Autism Speaks,” 1060 State
Road, Second Floor, Princeton, N.J.
08540 (www.autismspeaks.org). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

March 12, 2009

Austin DeStefanis, 82, Business Owner;
Was Veteran of Army and Air Force

Austin DeStefanis, 82, of Westfield
passed away peacefully at his home
on Thursday, March 5, surrounded by
his family.

Born in Westfield, Mr. DeStefanis
was a lifelong resident of the town.
He was the owner and operator of
Metropolitan Door Company in
Westfield for many years until his
retirement in 1993.

Mr. DeStefanis served his country
during World War II, first with the
United States Army and then with the
United States Air Force. He was sta-
tioned in the Philippines and later as
an MP at Floyd Bennett Field in Long
Island, N.Y.

Active in his community, Mr.
DeStefanis was a member of the
Westfield UNICO and Martin
Wallberg American Legion Post No.
3 of Westfield.

Surviving are his loving family,

wife Frances (née Marvosa); son
Austin and his wife, Lauretta; daugh-
ter Sharon Kay and her husband, Tho-
mas, and son Edward. Also surviving
are two wonderful granddaughters,
Breigh Ann Menza and Alexandra
Kay; his sister, Jeanette Rotella, and
his brother, Vincent.

The funeral was held on Monday,
March 9, from the Rossi Funeral
Home, 1937 Westfield Avenue in
Scotch Plains. A Mass followed at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Interment took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a
donation to the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital Foundation, 150 New
Providence Road, Mountainside, N.J.
07092 or to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Alois T. Knoll, 64
Alois T. Knoll, 64, of Springfield,

formerly of Westfield, died on Fri-
day, March 6, at his residence.

Born in West Pittston, Pa., he had
lived in Westfield for 25 years before
moving to Springfield five years ago.

Mr. Knoll had worked in manage-
ment with AT&T for 18 years until
the divestiture.

A graduate of Scranton Prepara-
tory School, he received bachelor’s
and master’s degrees, both in clinical
psychology, from the University of
Scranton. He remained active with
his fraternity, Lambda Beta Epsilon.

Surviving are his wife, Marie
(Swan) Knoll, financial advisor at
UBS Financial Services in Westfield,
and two sisters, Helen Sands and
Gertrude Crass.

A Memorial Funeral Mass will be
celebrated at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
March 14, at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church, 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of the Higgins and Bonner Echo
Lake Funeral Home, 582 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church would be appreciated.
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Adult Forum to Address
Money, Gaza and Darwin

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will offer
an adult forum entitled “Faith in Ac-
tion: Confronting Current Issues with
Hope,” featuring guest speakers, on
Sundays during Lent from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:15 p.m. following the 10 a.m.
worship service.

On March 15, Peter Chemidlin will
speak on “Using Our Money to Make
a Difference.” Mr. Chemidlin is presi-
dent of Family Investors Company
and has been involved in the securities
industry since 1994. He also teaches
financial adult education classes at
local high schools and colleges.

On March 22, Felice Maranz, direc-
tor of Community Relations at the
Jewish Federation, Northern New Jer-
sey Chapter, will address the question:
“The Conflict in Gaza: Is peace pos-

sible between Israelis and Palestin-
ians?”

Ms. Maranz served as Jerusalem
Bureau Chief for Bloomberg News
from 1993 to 2001. She will talk about
the political, religious and economic
factors contributing to the current vio-
lence in the Gaza Strip.

The Lenten Forum will conclude
with a two-week session on March 29
and April 5 entitled “Christ and Cul-
ture: Darwin, Plato and the Bible.” John
Konopka will lead the discussions.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains, near the corner of
South Martine Avenue. All church fa-
cilities are handicap-accessible. For
more information, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call the
church office at (908) 232-5678.

College Club to Hear
Talk on Downsizing

FANWOOD – The College Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains will meet on
Monday, March 16, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Forest Road Park Recreation Room in
Fanwood.

Following a brief business meeting,
realtor Renate Gravers will present a
program entitled “Down-sizing: Art or
Science?” Ms. Gravers will discuss the
multiple factors to be considered in
deciding whether to move to a smaller
house, condominium or apartment.

She also will share ideas she has
learned in her many years as an associ-
ate for making a home attractive to
buyers and ready for sale. The program
will cover the physical tasks necessary
to prepare a home to be shown, as well
as the entire process of selling a home.

The public is invited to attend. For
more information about the College
Club, contact the membership co-chair-
man at (908) 889-4105 or send an e-
mail to CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

Applications Available
For Rotary Grants

WESTFIELD – Darielle Walsh, Ro-
tary Community Service Grants chair-
person for the Rotary Club of Westfield,
has announced that Rotary grant appli-
cations are now available to meet the
Wednesday, April 15 deadline.

Organizations requesting a 2009
Westfield Rotary Club Community
Service Grant must complete and sub-
mit the official application form in or-
der to be considered.

The Rotary Club, in accordance with
its goal of community service, is most
interested in providing grants for pro-
grams and projects that directly serve
people in the community. No applica-
tions for capital improvements or oper-
ating funds will be considered.

The grants committee reviews the
one-page application form to receive a
clear understanding of the way in which
the funds are to be used.

Non-profit organizations may receive
a copy of the official application di-
rectly from the Rotary website,
westfieldrotary.com, by sending an e-
mail to rotary@westfieldnj.com or by
calling Ms. Walsh at (908) 612-7374.

Church Event to Address
Net Worth and Economy

SCOTCH PLAINS – The All Saints’
Episcopal Church will host a program
at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 19,
with the Reverend Peter Stimpson, di-
rector of the Trinity Counseling Center
in Princeton. His topic will be “What’s
Your Net Worth? Coping with our Eco-
nomic Crisis.” A potluck supper at 6:30
p.m. will precede the program.

In describing his approach and to
answer questions of would-be partici-
pants, Reverend Stimpson offers some
questions to consider. “Have you lost
your job?” he asks. “Are you one of the
‘lucky’ ones who has only lost 30 per-
cent of your investments? Has the Dow
going down sent the tension in your
house up? Are depression and anxiety
your daily companions?

“We will look at the root of what is
causing your distress, asking the ques-
tion, ‘What is your net worth?’ The
power of the answer will bolster your
spirits, and should you be depressed,
we will talk about strategies to address
that problem,” he continued.

Two other Episcopal churches –
Grace in Plainfield and Holy Cross in
North Plainfield – will cosponsor this
Lenten program. The venue will be the
All Saints’ Church at 559 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains, across from Park
Middle School. Parking is available
behind the church and may be accessed
via Church Avenue to School Place.

For more information and to reserve
a place, call All Saints’ at (908) 322-
8047. Sisterhood to Present

Antiques Appraisal
AREA – The Sisterhood of Temple

Beth O’r/Beth Torah, located at 111
Valley Road in Clark, will hold an
Antiques Appraise-a-Thon on Sun-
day, March 22, from 1 to 3 p.m.

Professional appraiser Alan G.
Snyder will be on hand to tell partici-
pants what their treasures are worth.
Doors will open at 12:15 p.m. Lunch
and snacks will be available.

General admission will be $5 (no
items). A $10 admission fee includes
appraisal of one or two items. Addi-
tional items will be $5 each. This will
be a cash-only event. The program
will be open to the public.

For more information, call (732)
381-8403 or (908) 757-3674.

SP-F Alumni Assoc.
To Hold First Meeting
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Alumni Association
will meet for its first meeting of the
year on Tuesday, March 17, at 7:30
p.m. in Room 101 at the high school,
located on Westfield Road.

The program for the evening will
be “Our Town, Now and Then,” which
will feature Scotch Plains-Fanwood
alumni such as Earl Phillips, retired
Fanwood police officer; Barbara Lea
Couphos, a lifelong Fanwood resi-
dent, and Jackie Harper Cecchettini,
Fanwood author.

Attendees are encouraged to bring
friends. Refreshments will be served.

Jane Neuss-Cohen Shows
How to Paint Outside Box

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, March 19, from 7 to 9 p.m. at
its new location in the Patricia M.
Kuran Cultural Arts Center, located
on Watson Road in Fanwood.

A brief business
meeting will be
followed by a dem-
onstration on
“painting outside
the box.” Using the
medium of pastel,
Jane Neuss-Cohen
will show how her
views of the world
and life help her to
create her colorful,
whimsical paint-
ings.

Ms. Neuss-Cohen graduated from
Hartford Art School/University of
Hartford with a Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree in ceramic sculpture. She
briefly pursued a career in commer-
cial art before she was introduced to
the craft of the Dental Ceramist.

Later on, friend and mentor Julie
Friedman convinced her to try out
the medium of pastel, on which she
has been working under Ms.
Friedman’s guidance at ArtSpace
Studio in Morristown ever since.

Observing the world in its gran-
deur and minuteness on a second-

to-second basis has kept Ms. Neuss-
Cohen amused and intrigued since
her childhood.

Ms. Neuss-Cohen said, “We are
born without filters and, because of
this, are able to live and experience
life as joyous explorers. As we grow,

filters come down
one at a time as
we experience
pain and learn to
protect our-
selves.”

The pastel
demonstration by
Ms. Neuss-
Cohen is free and
open to the pub-
lic. There is
ample parking at
the Carriage

House Pocket Park directly across
the street on Watson Road. For more
information, contact Paula Pearl at
(908) 322-2590.

Pastel painting “Northern Migra-
tion” by Jane Neuss-Cohen

Anna L. Bratti, 86
Anna L. Bratti, 86, of Scotch Plains

died on Friday, March 6, in New Port
Richey, Fla.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Spotswood before moving to
Scotch Plains in 1992.

Mrs. Bratti was a seamstress. She
had worked in Brooklyn and South
River, retiring in 1983.

She was a member of the Scotch
Plains Golden Agers and a communi-
cant of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains.

Her husband, August Bratti, prede-
ceased her in 1979. Her son Ernest
also predeceased her.

Surviving are two sons and their
wives, Joseph and Jamie and Dominick
and Donna, and her four grandchil-
dren, August, Gina, Anthony and Keith.

A Funeral Mass will be held at 10
a.m. today, Thursday, March 12, at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church. Interment will take place at
Calverton National Cemetery on Long
Island, N.Y.

Arrangements are by the Rossi
Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.
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Presbyterian Church to Host
‘Hot’ Mission Fundraiser

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield (PCW) will host
its “Hot! Hot! Hot!” mission fundraiser
on Saturday, March 21, in the church’s
Assembly Hall. The title refers to a
“hot” chili supper and a concert by
“hot” local band R.A.W. for a “hot”
cause – the church’s missions program.

The chili supper will begin at 6:30
p.m., with the concert beginning at 8
p.m. Tickets are $20 per person and are
tax deductible. They may be picked up
after services at the church or at the
church office during the week.

R.A.W., which has been playing at
Crossroads in Garwood, is comprised
of the Reverend Ray Roberts on vocals,
guitar, mandolin and violin, John Cote
on guitar, Bill Cook on cello, David
Crenshaw on percussion and vocals
and Frank Genus on bass and vocals.
The band plays a mix of popular songs
from artists including Van Morrison,
the Beatles and the Rolling Stones, as
well as original material written by the
band members themselves.

The PCW mission program aids
multiple local, regional, national and
international causes including the
AGAPE soup kitchen in Elizabeth and
Furniture Assist in Kenilworth. In re-
cent years, PCW members have gone

on mission trips to rebuild homes de-
stroyed by Hurricane Katrina in New
Orleans and to build homes in El
Triunfo, Guatemala.

This year, PCW hopes to be able to
send another team to New Orleans, a
group to Livingstone and Lusaka in
Zambia and a large group of high school
students and adults to rebuild homes in
Oakville, Iowa, a town that was devas-
tated by floods in 2008.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street. For
more details, call the church office at
(908) 233-0301.

Library Announces Slate
Of Activities For March

GARWOOD – Various activities
are scheduled this month at the
Garwood Public Library. The library
is located at the corner of Third Av-
enue and Walnut Street, at the back
of the Lincoln School complex.

On Thursday, March 19, Jill Law
of Garwood will conduct an infor-
mal forum at the library on ways
people can cut corners and save
money and yet not deprive their
family of food, shelter or fun.

A homemaker, homeowner, wife

and mother of eight children, she
will share her strategies for raising a
large family in both prosperous and
difficult times. She also will hold a
question-and-answer period, during
which participants can share their
ideas with the group – both those
that worked and those that did not.

The library’s second annual kite
making project is set for Saturday,
March 21, at 11 a.m. This program is
limited to 20 children (Garwood resi-
dents) in grades 4 and up. To register,
visit the circulation desk or call the
library at (908) 789-1670.

Additionally, movies are screened
on Fridays at 10 a.m. The library
provides coffee and cake, or attend-
ees may bring their own snack. Story
Time for toddlers is held every
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m., featuring
songs, activities and stories.

The book discussion group will
meet on Monday, March 16, at 1
p.m. to discuss “Loving Frank.” Any-
one seeking to join the group or
needing a copy of the book may call
the library at (908) 789-1670. Infor-
mation about these programs also is
available on the library’s website:
youseemore.com/Garwood.

Legion Post Auxiliary
Plans Clothing Drive
WESTFIELD – The Ladies Auxil-

iary of Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 of
the American Legion in Westfield will
sponsor a “Clothing by the Pound”
drive on Saturday, April 25, from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

Participants are asked to donate clean,
useable (folded) clothes pre-packed in
large, sturdy garbage bags. Donations
can include adult and children’s cloth-
ing, as well as bedding, towels and
other such items. Belts and shoes will
not be accepted.

Donations must be received no later
than 3 p.m. They should be brought
directly to Post 3 at 1003 North Avenue,
West, in Westfield.

Proceeds from the sale will support
post activities on behalf of veterans,
including visits to hospitals, events held
at the post and overseas programs, ac-
cording to Angie Pariso, spokesperson
for Post 3.

“This is our first clothing drive, and
we are very optimistic, especially given
the time of year,” she said.

The clothing itself will be sorted and
shipped in containers to those in need in
Africa, Central America, South America
and other locations. For more details,
call Ms. Pariso at (908) 358-7963.

Junior Music Club to Present
Ensemble Concert March 16
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Jun-

ior Music Club will present its annual
Ensemble Concert on Monday, March
16, at 7:30 p.m. in the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield.

Club members
in eighth grade and
high school from
the local area will
play together in
duets and trios.
The public is wel-
come to attend the
free concert. Re-
freshments will be
served at a recep-
tion following the
performance.

During the
evening, the audi-
ence will hear
James Chu, clarinet, and Kevin Shi,
piano, play Cantilène by Louis Cahuzac;
Anne Marie Noronha and Max
Kachalov, piano, perform Prelude No.1
by George Gershwin; Marissa Berlant
and Anna Adamovich, piano, play The
Wanderer by Louis Köhler and Polka
by Igor Stravinsky; Lisa Kessler, so-
prano, and Marissa Berlant, piano,
present “Vedrai, carino” (from Don

Giovanni) by Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart and The Crucifixion by Samuel
Barber; Marissa Berlant and David
Mandala, two pianos, play Jazz Theme
and Variations by Arletta O’Hearn;
Maria Niemiera and Sue Xiao, piano,

present Valse Ca-
price by Dennis
A l e x a n d e r ;
Amanda Chen and
Brenda Li, violins,
play Allegro (from
Concerto Grosso
for Two Violins in A
minor, Op.3, No.8)
by Antonio Vivaldi;
Mary Kate Mueller,
violin, and David
Mandala, piano,
perform Rondino on
a Theme by
Beethoven by Fritz

Kreisler; Tim Ko, violin, and Wendy
Lin, piano, present Czardas by Vittorio
Monti; Armando Lamberti, violin, and
Mary Lamberti, piano, play Fantasia
by Edward Mollenhauer; finally,
Gabriel Rodriguez, baritone, and
Wendy Lin, piano, present “If I Loved
You” (from Carousel) by Richard
Rodgers; along with Rachel Baron, vio-
lin.

ENSEMBLE…Tim Ko, Maria
Niemiera and Sue Xiao will join the
other members of the Westfield Junior
Musical Club in their Ensemble Con-
cert on Monday, March 16, at 7:30 p.m.

Three WF Residents
Make BU Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Three Westfield

residents recently were named to the
dean’s list at Boston University for
the fall semester.

Students recognized for this honor
include Rebecca Korn, Emily Ortuso
and Allison Turitz.

Joseph D. Conway, 68, Worked as CPA;
Former Longtime Westfield Resident

Joseph D. Conway, 68, of Ocean
Township died on Monday, March 9,
surrounded by his family following a
long illness.

A former longtime resident of
Westfield, Joseph was born in Brook-
lyn, N.Y. on September 20, 1940.

A graduate of St. John’s Univer-
sity, he was a Certified Public Ac-
countant, a member of the American
Institute of Certified Public Accoun-
tants and a longtime employee of
Stone and Webster Inc.

He was the beloved husband of
Mary Ellen (née Barry); father of
Matthew (Diane) and Colin
(Katherine), and grandfather of James
and Caroline. Joseph also is survived
by his brother, John, and sisters, Alice

Conway and Elizabeth Welch.
His sister, Mary Conway, prede-

ceased him.
Visitation will be from 2 to 4 and

7 to 9 p.m. today, Thursday, March
12, at the Bongarzone Funeral Home,
2400 Shafto Road in Tinton Falls. A
Funeral Mass will be held at 11 a.m.
tomorrow, Friday, March 13, at the
Church of Saint Anselm in Tinton
Falls.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions can be made to the Lymphoma
Research Foundation or to the Na-
tional Multiple Sclerosis Society.
Online condolences can be made to
the family by visiting
www.bongarzonefuneralhome.com.
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Woman’s Club Announces
Poetry Contest Winners

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield has announced the win-
ners of its 2009 Youth Poetry and
Short Story Contest.

The winners are:
Poetry

Leah Andrews (Category 1) for her
poem, “Pouring Friends.” Leah is the
daughter of Marie and John Andrews
and is in third grade at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield.

Isabelle Ick (Category 2) for her
poem, “Blooming.” Isabelle is the
daughter of Patricia and William Ick
and is in sixth grade at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield.

Geneva Gleason (Category 3) for
her poem, “Death.” Geneva is the
daughter of Nancy and Scott Gleason
and is in seventh grade at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield.

Kate Bagger (Category 4) for her
poem, “The Power of The Mind.”
Kate is the daughter of Barbara and
Richard Bagger and is in 10th grade
at Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plains.

Short Story
Chelsea Frisch (Category 1) for

her short story, “The Adventures of
Molly.” Chelsea is the daughter of
Amy Flax and Hoiwie Frisch and is in
third grade at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield.

Olivia Loggia (Category 2) for her
short story, “Courtney Williamson and
the Riddle of Cabrunel.” Olivia is the
daughter of Wendy and Christopher
Loggia and is in fifth grade at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield.

Rachel Baron (Category 4) for her
short story, “The Postcard.” Rachel is
the daughter of Billie and Bruce Baron
and is in 10th grade at Westfield High
School.

The writings of the above winners
have been sent on to be judged by The
New Jersey State Federation of
Women’s Clubs (NJSFWC.)

Joseph Paradise, fourth grade
teacher at McKinley Elementary
School in Westfield, contributed class
compositions.

The following students received
honorable mention:

Olivia Aurigemma, Katie Colleran,
Karin Forbes, Devyn Heinzerling,
Julie Greenberg, Ben Kelly, Christo-
pher Link, Linda Liu, Marissa
Lombardi, Max Kleiman Lynch,
Joshua Mendelson, Amanda Pinho,
Sam Schappel, Emma Sherry, Sarah
Slavin, Christoper Whyte and Kobi
Wolf.

Poetry Contest winners, from left to right, are Leah Andrews, Kate Bagger,
Rachel Baron, Chelsea Frisch, Geneva Gleason, Isabelle Ick and Olivia Loggia. WESTFIELD – Edison Intermedi-

ate School announced its second
marking period honor roll.

Grade 8 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Michael Aronson, Corinne Barrow,
Alexandra Brown, Owen Browne, Tyre
Bush, Julia Ceasrine, Meghan Clifford,
Matthew Daniel, Ashley Dietz, Andrew
Donohue, Andrew Dougert, Meaghan Fleck,
Jack Frey, Kevin Galasso, Marisa Garrity,
Nicholas Grawehr, Emily Greenberg, Chris-
tina Gulla, Courtney Han, Rebecca Harris,
Allison Harth, Sarah Hearon, Leigh
Heinbokel, Maura Heinbokel, Maria
Hershey, Timothy Huber, Nadia Ibrahim,
Christopher Ick, Aditi Jain, Alyssha John,
Alexandra Kapadia, Bradley Lankler, Eric
Lee, Victor Levorse, Linda Liu, Marissa
Lowe, Adam Lupicki, Emma Lysek, Megan
McCusker, Joseph Mele, Jessie Miller, Julia
Miller, Lea Moise Kleinman, Megan
Mulrooney, Veronica Murphy, Joseph
Obiajulu, Hannah Painter, Sun Park, Jenna
Perrotta, Tara Reardon, Meghan Reilly,
Michael Reilly, Katie Rembisz, Robert
Romano, Alexandra Schwetje, Sarah Seitz,
Melissa Shendell, Alison Simon, Henry
Smith, Emily Suriano, Patrick Terry, Scott
Thompson, Alexandra Tinfow, Kristin
Troutman, Jimmy Yang, Alex Ying, Allison
Zale, Brianne Zelko, Rebecca Zhang

Honor Roll Grade 8
David Adsit, Andrew Aguirre, Austin

Aoyagi, Sophia Barry, John Birnie, Caroline
Blatz, Max Bohall, Nicole Boretz, Mary
Kate Boylan, Daniel Bungerz, Justin Cafiero,
William Cary, Robert Cassie, Michaela
Cavanagh, Jessica Ciampa, Jonathan Clancy,
Deanna Cohen, Rachel Collucci, Nicholas
Constantine, Kathryn Contini, Alexander
Corea, Zaida Cseke, Denis Cummings, Erica
Davis, Samuel Dejohn, Eric Demers, Brit-
tany Denicola, Daniel Dougherty, Sofie Fet-
ter, Christopher Fischer, Katherine Fischer,
Caroline Frankola, Ashley Gerckens, Julia
Godbee, Brittany Gould, Gregory Inamine,
Pengju Jin, Katelyn Kelly, Catherine Kerr,
Leo Kleiman-Lynch, Hannah Knighton, Zoe
Korunow, Joseph Kravets, Tracy Kwok,
Austin Landaeta, Sarah Leahy, Paul Lee,
Peter Lovito, Matthew Lynn, Robert
Marczydlo, Joanna Mc Cormack, Patrick
Mc Cusker, Zachary Milrod, Louis Molinari,

Honor Roll
Edison Intermediate School

Second Marking Period

Vincent Molinari, Connor Moore, Janet
Morrison, Ryan Morse, Joshua Norton,
Kristen Pazdro, Nicole Pazdro, Cara
Realmuto, Samantha Rembisz, Benjamin
Ritter, Andrew Rivera, Dillon Rolnick, Sam
Russak, Rohit Saigal, Brian Schor, Sian
Scott, Max Shin, Isabelle Smelkinson, Clara
Smith, Kevin Smith, Christopher Stivala,
Timothy Stroever, Jordan Thomas, Naomi
Tortorello, John Towey, Danzan Ubush,
Neil Williams, Mckenna Wilson, Cenk
Yavuz

Grade 7 Distinguished
Honor Roll

Tristen Abaya, Tristen Abaya, Ashley
Abbott, Alexander Beals, Matthew
Beauchamp, Gabrielle Bleich, Eric Cantor,
Andrew Capuano, Claire Chen, Ida Chen,
Abigail Cook, Sarah Cronin, Erika Daniel,
Nicole Devitt, Allison Diamond, Brianna
Didario, Angela Dorry, Jackson Dumont,
Michael Esler, Rachel Fan, Mark Gillespie,
May Hal, Kristin Hauge, Christopher Hogge,
Rachel Holtzman, Matthew Jenkins,
Michelle Kim, Alicia Kohl, Gemma Larche,
Hongeun Lee, Lyndsay Lee, Carly Levine,
Julia Levine, Lucia Liu, Matthew Luppino,
Magda Magierski, Morgan Maloney, Tori
Miller, Christina Mosco, Lauren Nogan,
Alexandra Palatucci, Elizabeth Ponce, James
Schiano, Lauren Schmeider, Amanda
Schwarz, Sherry Shenker, Eric Shor, Samuel
Sokolin, Andrew Stern, Gabrielle Stravach,
Dara Tucker, Isabella Vergara, Amy Wang,
Yixue Wang, Fraser Weist, Michaela
Winberg, Shawn Wu, Jingyan Xiao, Tif-
fany Youssef

Honor Roll Grade 7
Peter Apicella, Kaylee Baez, Brigid Bar-

ber, Matthew Barber, Benjamin Bass, Sa-
vannah Baudry, Anna Bauer, William
Bennett, Julia Bieber, Matthew Binkowitz,
Anna Bloomfield, Jackson Boyle, Brendan
Bruce, Catherine Bruno, Caroline Caruso,
Estelle Cervantes, Philip Chapel, Hsiao-
Chieh Chiang, Thomas Clark, Kelly Culnan,
Alex D’Amato, Gabriel Davis, Masi De,
Vito De, Tyler Debbie, Jennifer Decandia,
Jeremie Dedea, Bella Di, Julia
Diamantopoulos, Andrew Dumont, Yusef
Dwider, Cynthia Faris, Christine Ferraro,
Amanda Fischer, Erica Fischer, Emmet
Flanigan, Elizabeth Fox, Nicholas Gabuzda,
Thomas Gerris, Alexx Gillespie, Gregory
Golikov, David Gruskin, Samantha Gruskin,
Jenna Helfand, Dalton Herzog, Dane Huber,
Kaitlyn Hughes, Michael Hughes, Michael
Ionta, Luke Iorio, Sadie Jezierski, Nicole
Johnson, Timothy Johnston, Colleen Kelly,
Jonathan Kelly, Rebecca Kiefer, Nicholas
Koch, Michelle Kostyack, Rebecca Kraus,
Rebecca Kreutzer, Mackenzie Kuhl, Eliza-
beth Kwok, Anna Labrozzi, Nicholas Larue,
Bernadette Latimer, Gideon Lee, Andrew
Lehmberg, Tyler Lessner, Alexandre
Loffredo, Emma Lorenzo, Theresa Lotano,
Charlie Lu, John Lynch, Agatha Magierski,
Michael Magierski, Victor Magierski,
Leanne Manna, Sarah Margolies, Emily
Mastrocola, Allison Mcbrearty, Brittany
Mccarthy, Christopher Mcglynn, Stephanie
Milan, Alexandra Mossawir, Charles
Mulrooney, Rahul Nair, Connor O’Donnell,
Daniel Palumbo, John Peloso, Julia Penczak,
Megan Pinna, Francis Pinney, Meagan
Postaski, Christana Psyhojos, Thomas
Randazzo, Marina Riddle, Colleen Ridings,
Christian Rosa, Neldina Sandeep, Daniel
Savickas, Elena Scarano, Joshua Schappel,
Zachary Sheil, Emily Simpson, Justin Slavin,
Karli Sottung, Allison Sprung, Drew
Stierhoff, Noah Stiles, Maria Tata, Rebecca
Trickey, Sebastien Trott, Tiffany Tsui, John
Venezia, Nita Whelan, Francis Wong,
Samantha York

GRADUATE AWARD…A graduate student earning his degree in education
from the College of Saint Elizabeth receives an academic award at the 20th annual
Student Academic Leadership Awards Dinner and Ceremony sponsored by the
Alumnae Association. Pictured, from left to right, are: Michelle Norelli, president
of the Alumnae Association at the College of St. Elizabeth; Thomas Paterson, a
Scotch Plains–Fanwood High School teacher and award recipient for the 2009
Student Academic Leadership Award in Education, and Sister Francis Raftery,
president of the College of St. Elizabeth.

WF’s Kalis Makes
Moravian Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Christopher Kalis,

a sophomore at Moravian College,
made the college’s fall 2008 dean’s
list.

Christopher, son of Charles and
Patricia Kalis of Westfield, is a
Westfield High School graduate.

Students who carry three or more
course units during a fall or spring
term and attain a QPA of 3.50 or
higher for the term are placed on the
dean’s list.

Senior Oliveira Earns
ROTC Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains has
announced that senior Laurene
Oliveira, residing in Union, has been
awarded a full Naval ROTC scholar-

ship at the University of Virginia.
Laurene intends to become a nurse

within the United State Navy. As a
student at Union Catholic, Laurene
has been a member of the Varsity
Volleyball team, Big Brother/Big
Sister program and a Student Am-
bassador.

Laurene Oliveira

WF’s Scaliti Makes
Keene State Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Robert Scaliti of
Westfield made the Keene State Col-
lege Dean’s List.

About 1,300 students have been
named to the fall dean’s list.

To qualify for the dean’s list, Keene
State undergraduates must be enrolled
in a degree program; they must have
completed a minimum of six credit
hours in the semester, receiving no
failing or incomplete grades. Students
must achieve a 3.5 or higher grade
point average on a 4.0 scale to earn
dean’s list honors.

Nominations Welcomed for
Annual Philhower Award

WESTFIELD – Mark Elsasser,
president of the Westfield Rotary
Club, announced that Friday, April 3,
is the deadline for nominations for
the 17th annual Charles Philhower
Fellowship award, designated for a
full-time elementary teacher in the
Westfield Public Schools.

Letters of nomination are invited
from interested citizens, students and
Westfield public school staff mem-
bers and should be addressed to:
Charles Philhower Fellowship Com-
mittee of the Westfield Rotary Club,
c/o Office of the Superintendent of
Schools, 302 Elm Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The teacher must be a

full-time faculty member in grades K
to 5 in the Westfield Public Schools
for a minimum of five years.

The fellowship recipient is hon-
ored at a rotary luncheon and receives
a grant to further professional growth
or to enhance classroom activities for
students.

The award was instituted in 1993
by the Westfield Rotary Club to rec-
ognize the importance of teaching in
the elementary grades and to honor
Westfield Rotarian and School Su-
perintendent Charles Philhower.

Mr. Philhower, who died in 1962,
was supervising principal (superin-
tendent) of the Westfield Public
Schools for 30 years – from 1917 to
1947 – and was president of the
Westfield Rotary Club in 1929-30.
As rotary president, he instituted the
club’s annual scholarship awards to
graduating Westfield students.

Members of the Selection Com-
mittee will include two Rotarians,
two elementary school principals and
a past Philhower recipient. Past
Philhower fellowship recipients in-
clude Catherine McGarry, Michael
Burgess, Karen Yula, Mary Dura,
Stacie DeChristopher, Michele
Moise, Carole Kling, Anna Jane
Sabbagh, Trista Pollard, Eva Morton,
Angela LaCarrubba, Claudia
Andreski, Bette Tuthill, Carol Joyce,
Carol A. Mastroianni and Susan
Feldman Glick.

“The Westfield Rotary Club’s
Philhower Fellowship continues an
outstanding tradition of excellent co-
operation with our schools for the
benefit of our children,” said Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan.

FW’s Schreiber Makes
Grove City Dean’s List

FANWOOD – Katie Schreiber of
Fanwood made the Grove City Col-
lege dean’s list.

To qualify for the dean’s list, a
student must have an average of 3.4
out of a possible 4.0, or better than a
B+ grade.

Katie, who is majoring in entrepre-
neurship, is a 2006 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. She is
the daughter of Andrew and Jennifer
Schreiber.

Katherine Clark Makes
Susquehanna Dean’s List

WESTFIELD — Katherine Clark,
daughter of Lynn Siegel of Westfield,
was named to the dean’s list at
Susquehanna University (S.U.) for
the fall 2008 semester. A student must
have a grade point average of 3.5 or
better with a minimum number of
credit hours to make the dean’s list.

Katherine, a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School, is majoring in
public relations with a dual minor in film
and international studies. She is also
executive vice president of the S.U. chap-
ter of the Sigma Kappa Sorority.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09000889)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-711808
Plaintiff: INDYMAC BANK F.S.B.
VS.
Defendant: BARRY ROGERS, JUNE

WHITEHALL ROGERS H/W
Sale Date: 04/01/2009
Writ of Execution: 01/28/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Ninety Three Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty
Five and 46/100*** ($293,755.46).

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN-
SHIP of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 223 MYRTLE AVENUE,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tax Lot No. 83 FKA 20 in Block No. 4001 FKA
Dimention of Lot Approximately: 35 x 211
Nearest Cross Street: GRANDVIEW AVENUE
BEGINNING at a point on the northwesterly

sideline of Myrtle Avenue, said point being 424.15
feet southwesterly from the intersection of said
northwesterly sideline of Myrtle Avenue with the
southwesterly sideline of Grandview Avenue,
and from said point then running.

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
TAXES OPEN: $1,478.85
TOTAL AS OF February 10, 2009: $1,478.85
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Thirty Three

Thousand Eighty One and 75/100***
($333,081.75) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 03/05, 03/12, 03/19
& 03/26/09 Fee: $177.48

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001006)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-594902B
Plaintiff: FEDERAL NATIONAL MORTGAGE

ASSOCIATION
VS.
Defendant: MASSIMINO RAPUANO A/K/A

SAM RAPUANO A/K/A SAMUEL RAPUANO
AND JOANN RAPUANO A/K/A JO ANN
RAPUANO A/K/A JOANN RAPUANO;
ELIZABETHTOWN GAS CO.; THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

Sale Date: 04/08/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/05/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty Three Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Two
and 70/100*** ($163,532.70).

Municipality: Town of Westfield
Street Address: 517 Edgar Road, Westfield,

New Jersey 07090
Tax Lot: 5.01
Tax Block: 2909
Approximate dimentions 111’ x 4.5’ x 111’ x

45.50’ x 222’ x 50’
Nearest cross street: Lynwood Place
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand One Hundred Forty Eight and 41/
100*** ($229,148.41) together with lawful inter-
est and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MT. LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054-4318
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/09 Fee: $167.28

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09000968)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-1238808
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK AS SUC-

CESSOR TO J.P. MORGAN
VS.
Defendant: DIEGO LOAIZA, MARIA A.

LOAIZA, SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.,
PEACH TREE HILL FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
PALISADES COLLECTION LLC

Sale Date: 04/08/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/06/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Four Thousand Three Hundred Fifteen and
26/100*** ($554,315.26).

Municipality: Mountainside
County: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Street Address: 348 Summit Road
Tax Block and Lot: Block: 7G; Lot: 25
Dimentions of Lot: 265.70’ x 100.55’
Nearest Cross Street: 422.39’ from Slope Drive
Superior Interests (if any): None
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Seventeen Thou-

sand Eight Hundred Nine and 87/100***
($617,809.87) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
P.O. BOX 848-SUITE 200
MOORESTOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/09 Fee: $159.12

HONEST ABE…Lincoln students cel-
ebrate President Abraham Lincoln’s
birthday. Pictured are Linda Steele and
Kathy Skoba’s p.m. kindergarten stu-
dents. They are, left to right, Paige
Faitoute, Jack Schlenger, Christopher
Ho and Aidan Bertsch, back row; and
Rachel Simpson, Emily Edwards, and
Charlie Beurer, front row.

Lincoln Students
Honor Namesake

WESTFIELD – Lincoln School
students celebrated their namesake’s
200th birthday with a flurry of activi-
ties. This included creating patriotic
penny pendants to wear and compar-
ing their heights to our nation’s tallest
President’s on a life-size 6’4” poster.

Students also counted up and
brought in their own pennies, donat-
ing the collected $260 to St. Hubert’s,
an animal shelter in Madison, in honor
of Abe Lincoln’s love for animals.

Local Resident Earns
Colgate Dean’s Award
WESTFIELD – Lizzie Trimble,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James R.
Trimble, is a recipient of the dean’s
award for academic excellence dur-
ing the fall 2008 semester at Colgate
University, where she is a member of
the Class of 2009.

To be eligible for the dean’s award,
a Colgate student must achieve a 3.30
or higher average while carrying a
full course load of four courses per
semester.

A 2005 graduate of Westfield High
School, Ms. Trimble is concentrating
in architectural studies at Colgate.

SP’s Tumolo Makes
University Dean’s List
SCOTCH PLAINS – Jaclyn

Tumolo of Scotch Plains has been
named to the dean’s list of West
Chester University of Pennsylvania.

The daughter of Jim and Marian
Tumolo, she has received a bachelor’s
degree in Early Childhood and Spe-
cial Education from the university.

The dean’s list recognizes degree-

seeking students who complete 12 or
more hours in an academic semester
and achieve a semester Grade Point
Average (GPA) of 3.67 or better.

Non-degree students, who com-
plete a minimum of nine credits, have
a GPA of 3.67, and no grade below a
“B” in the semester are also recog-
nized on the dean’s list.

Jaclyn Tumolo

Area Students Earn
Honor Roll Status

EDISON – Middle School students
from Westfield and Scotch Plains have
been named to the Honor Roll with
Distinction and regular Honor Roll at
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School in
Edison for the second trimester of the
2008-2009 academic year.

Eighth Grade Honor Roll with Dis-
tinction, Katie Buchbinder of Scotch
Plains; Eighth Grade Honor Roll, Kyle
Hewett of Westfield, Haley Needle of
Scotch Plains; Seventh Grade Honor
Roll with Distinction, Eric Bessette of
Scotch Plains, Aditya Dalal of Scotch
Plains, Philip Edwards of Westfield
and Emily Wexler of Scotch Plains;
Seventh Grade Honor Roll, Ayan
Ahmed of Scotch Plains, Michael
Anastasiou of Scotch Plains, Moenika
Chowdury of Fanwood, George
Minnium of Scotch Plains and Mat-
thew Nader of Scotch Plains; Sixth
Grade Honor Roll with Distinction,
Christopher Hillenbrand of
Mountainside; Sixth Grade Honor
Roll, Nicholas D’Amore of Scotch
Plains and Alejandro Vollbrechthausen
of Westfield.
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Blue Devil Barnes Advanced
To NJSIAA Mat Quarterfinal

SOLOMON STARS IN 4TH, GREEN GETS 10 REBOUNDS

Basketball Raider Boys Sting
Mendham, 53-48, in Sectional

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior point guard Reggie Solomon
became the top-seeded Mendham
High School boys basketball team’s
biggest nightmare in the fourth quar-
ter as 14-13 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
came from behind to seize a 53-48
victory in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tour-

nament in Mendham on March 5.
Solomon (3 assists, steal) scored

eight of his 10 points in the fourth
quarter, including two 3-pointers in
the final two minutes, as the Raiders
overcame a 33-32, third-quarter defi-
cit with a 21-15 run. He also made a
steal, which drew a foul with 18 sec-
onds left, and added a key tie on a
rebound, which gave the Raiders pos-

session with 4.8 seconds remaining
to seal the victory.

“Reggie, the last seven or eight
games, played like a senior is sup-
posed to. He doesn’t want his career
to end and I couldn’t be more proud
of him,” Raider Head Coach Bennie
Martinez said.

“I had to make the plays. We had to

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School senior John
Barnes has had a marvelous journey
through his varsity wrestling career.

Four years ago, Barnes, new to the
wrestling scene, improved as the sea-
son progressed and finished with a
respectable 13-12 record and a third
place in the District 11 Tournament.
Wide-eyed and more than willing to
learn from his freshman mistakes,
Barnes won the 119-lb district title

his sophomore year and finished 26-
9. He added the 125-lb crown his
junior year and a 27-8 record. This
year at 130-lbs, he won his third dis-
trict title and the Outstanding Wres-
tler Award, advanced to the
quarterfinal round (top-12) of the
NJSIAA Tournament at Boardwalk
Hall in Atlantic City (AC) on March
6 through 8 and finished 29-5 to el-
evate his career record to 95-34.

In his preliminary bout with Eric
Hamrick of Collingswood at AC, Barnes

was stunned somewhat when he was
taken down with a four-point barrel
roll, but he recovered in the second
period with an escape and a five-point
judo throw to take a 6-4 lead. Barnes
finished the job in 5:56 with a cup half
nelson, arm bar maneuver.

“He got back points right off the
bat but I just stayed calm and didn’t
let it affect me. I’ll rack up the points
later,” Barnes said.

“For John going down 4-0, obvi-

DeLaFuente, Meserole Break
WHS Swim Records at MOC

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 2009 Westfield High School
boys swim team put on one final
show last weekend at the 87th state
Individual Championships. One week
after winning their 22nd state title,
the Blue Devils smashed five school
records and won two events at the
Gloucester Institute of Technology in
Deptford.

With the best N.J. high school
swimmers putting on a spectacular
show, senior Chris DeLaFuente and
junior Matt Meserole capped their
own spectacular seasons with indi-
vidual school records, and they were
joined by Evan Paulan and Jack
Lorentzen on a record-breaking re-
lay. Also enjoying good performances
were seniors Matt Morgan and Max
Blum, junior Mike Oster and sopho-
mores Nick Boyle and Larry Zhang.

DeLaFuente was involved in four
of the school records. The Penn-bound
“Dee-Lah” won the 200-freestyle in
1:40.70, breaking his own school
mark and earning automatic All-
America status. It was a hard-earned
win as Hunterdon Central’s Jared
Lang pushed him stroke for stroke. It
was also the first individual state
champion for WHS since 1993, when
Darren Hertell (IM, back) and Dave
Schwartz (breast) won state titles.

DeLaFuente rebroke his school
mark in the 100-butterfly, finishing
fifth in 51.22. Then, saving his best
for his final WHS swim, DeLaFuente
broke Aaron Weber’s 21-year-old
record in the 100-free by a full half-
second when he clocked in at 46.67

leading off the 400-freestyle relay.
He was followed by Paulan (48.77),
Lorentzen (48.59) and Meserole
(46.54) for an automatic All-America
time of 3:10.57 – almost 4.5 seconds
faster than the 1988 school record by

Mike Linenberg, Austin Burkett,
Chris McFadden and Weber. (WHS
had actually broken the old mark on
Saturday when DeLaFuente, Oster,
Lorentzen and Meserole swam a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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“The only local camp
not held in a park”

JULY 6-10
JULY 27-31

2009 Raider Soccer Camp at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

CAMP FEATURES:
Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase

Safe & Secure Environment

HOURS: Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm

(grade going into in September)

DIRECTORS:
Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Eric Ruano: Argentine Soccer Academy
Ryan Breznitsky, Former Rutgers Men’s

Soccer Captain

TO CONTACT CAMP:
Please call: (908) 322-6102

Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

REGISTER EARLY!  ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED!

***ECONOMIC ROLLBACK PRICES ***
REFLECT FEES FROM 2006

FEES: Grades 1-4: $125/session; $230/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $175/session; $330/both sessions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See NJSIAA Wrestling Tourney
Basketball on www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON A TOUGH ASSIGNMENT…Raider Marcus Green, front, battles under the boards with 6’8” Minuteman
center Mark Cisco, No. 55, in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 quarterfinal round.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPETING IN THE ELITE 12…Blue Devil John Barnes, left, ties up with Derrik Russell (Jackson Memorial) in the
NJSIAA 130-lb second round wrestleback.

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, March 15th  1-4PM

FANTASTIC NEW PRICE!  Wonderful turn of
the century 5 Bdrm 2 ½ bath front porch
Colonial.  Beautfiully appointed w/old world
charm & many modern amenities.  Greet your
guests in a gracious Foyer leading to a formal
Parlor; Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining
Room; updated Kit w/Butler’s Pantry and
Breakfast Room open to sunken Family Room
w/fplc.  The Master Suite has a private bath and
large Dressing Room/walk in closet.  All this
and a wonderful 3rd floor retreat with skylights.
Nestled on a 300’ deep lot with 3 car Garage.
Dir:  Dudley to Clark Street.

625 Clark Street, Westfield
$899,900

214 Hazel Avenue—This heartwarming Westfield Colonial brims with alluring settings 

crafted from classic features. The living room with fireplace opens to the formal dining 
room & newer kitchen boasting a darling breakfast room. A sunny den, lovely  bedrooms 
and an enclosed porch enhance the charm of this home. A wonderful yard with marvelous 
landscaping and a close to everything location create the ideal venue. Presented for: 
$535,000. Dir: Dorian Road to Hazel                  

       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
     908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
    NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

120 Wells Street—Traditional details & superb updates enliven this lovely Westfield

Colonial. The updated kitchen adjoins a breakfast room and sunny den. The master bed-
room has a new full bath & the hall bath is also updated. A gracious fire lit living room, 
formal dining room, family room with half bath and a fenced yard with patio craft a 
charming setting. Presented for: $664,900.  Dir: E. Broad to Wells

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open Houses for Sunday March 15th 1-4pm
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Memorable Moments
No. 6: Dec. 3, 1977

(Note: This is the first in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Mo-
ments of WHS sports history that the
author has personally attended.)

If you don’t think the North Jersey
Section 2, Group 4 football title game
between WHS and Barringer on Sat-
urday, December 3, 1977, at Giants
Stadium was big, just consider this:

The headline on the top of an inside
page of the Sunday New York Times said:

“32,000 Watch Westfield
Fulfill No. 1 Role, 33-12”
There, under a byline of William J.

Miller, was the story of a suburban
New Jersey high school football team
beating an inner-city powerhouse
(Newark Barringer) that had two fu-
ture NFL players – Hall of Famer
Andre Tippett and Norm Granger – an
amazingly talented sophomore quar-
terback in Keith Hunter, a Hall of
Fame coach and plenty of other tal-
ented athletes.

Of course, if you were around
Westfield and its football team during
the 1960s and ’70s, you wouldn’t be
surprised at the result, or the cover-
age. The attendance? Well, yeah, that
was big even for a WHS team that
routinely played before 8,000 to
12,000 people on most weekends – or
whenever the opponent was Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Montclair, Union,
Nutley and, of course, Plainfield on
Thanksgiving Day.

Things had been building up to that
moment for 20 years, ever since Les
Zorge became the WHS head coach in
1957 and brought an Ohio football
mentality into a town of what one
former assistant coach would call
“cake eaters.” Zorge got the feeder
systems revved up, and got the play-
ers who survived his practices to turn
from cake eaters into “man eaters”
every Saturday afternoon. In four years
under Zorge, WHS was transformed
from everybody’s favorite Homecom-
ing opponent into a team that was
feared, in every sense of the word.

Former assistant Gary Kehler
moved up to the head position in 1961,
and that’s when things really took off.
By the time the 1977 season rolled

Devil of the Week
John Barnes

Wrestling

around, WHS had a 125-14-7 record
in 16 years under Kehler and was the
state’s premier program – public or
non-public. (Some even joked WHS
was the state’s dominant program,
high school, college or otherwise!)
And, although graduation in June 1977
took a great group (all-staters Bob
McNally and Bret Schundler, along
with Scott Selert, Chris Harvey, Den-
nis Gibbons, Dean Boylan, Joe Della
Badia, Bill Rippe, Jeff Campbell and
Donnell Clark) from 1976’s 10-0-1
team, the cupboard was hardly empty.

And an interesting thing had hap-
pened late in the ’76 season that would
have a huge bearing on the ’77 season.
During the final B squad game, a
seemingly meaningless, 22-6 win over
Linden to wrap up a 6-1-1 season,
sophomore fullback/linebacker Chris
Compton fractured his thumb. WHS
only had three running backs suited
up for the game, so coach Bob
Brewster heeded the advice of quar-
terback Matt McDonough and moved
the split end to fullback, even though
he had never played in the backfield
before. Despite having to be told what
to do by McDonough before each
play, the new fullback broke off a
couple of nice runs. And he was over
six-feet tall, one of the biggest players
on the team and, did we mention,
very, very fast? Brewster and Dave
Cilo mentioned to Kehler they might
have stumbled onto something in this
Harold Woolfolk kid.

By the next fall, Butch Woolfolk –
a backup split end and safety as a
junior, who earned a varsity letter for
his play on the kickoff team (WHS
kicked off quite often) – was the big
name in town. Big-time college
coaches like Bo Schembechler and
Joe Paterno knew their way to his
house. Meanwhile, fellow senior Dave
Tomalonis, who had been groomed as
the left halfback since eighth grade,
was moved to left guard, where he
spent the fall as the lead blocker for
most of Woolfolk’s school-record 34
touchdowns – and earned all-county
honors.

The WHS offense produced points
like never before, or since: 28-0 over
Summit, 43-0 over Union, 31-0 over
Elizabeth, 41-6 over SP-F, 61-14 over
Cranford, 28-0 over Nutley, 35-0 over
an unbeaten, unscored-upon
Montclair, 42-0 over Linden, 33-0
over Livingston in the sectional
opener, and 38-0 over Plainfield be-
fore 14,000 on Thanksgiving. In the
first 10 games, WHS had 380 points
while allowing just 20.

The offensive line (left to right) was
end K.C. Knobloch, Tomalonis, cen-
ter Dave Pryor, guard Rick Sampson,
tackle John Iglar, tackle Jim Hoblitzell,
end Kent Baldwin; quarterback
McDonough, Woolfolk and Owen
Brand at halfback, and fullback Frank
Kelly.

Defensively, it was ends Basil
Bourque and Tomalonis, tackles
Chuck Clarke and Jim (Tank) Bloom,
middle guard Sampson, linebackers
Iglar and Hoblitzell, corners John
Byrne and Knobloch, safeties
Woolfolk and Brand.

Barringer, coached by legendary
Frank Verducci, also came into the
game with a 10-0 record and had
scored 341 points. The Bears’ big

runners were halfback Rich Alston,
who had 137 points, and fullback
Reggie Davis, who ran for 212 yards
in the semifinal win.

Verducci, the uncle of current Sports
Illustrated baseball writer Tom
Verducci, had a bit of a surprise for the
Blue Devils. Instead of its normal 5-3-
3 defense, Barringer brought nine,
sometimes 10, players up to the line of
scrimmage, basically daring Kehler
to let McDonough throw the ball. Of
course, G.K. was never a fan of the
forward pass and was stubborn enough
to try to outlast any opponent by grind-
ing it out. And that was how this game
was played, too.

The game started at 1:30 p.m., and
by 1:45 (just nine minutes into the
game, and before some in the an-
nounced crowd of 32,232 had settled
into their seats) WHS was already up
14-0. Woolfolk opened the scoring on
a 15-yard run after a long punt return
by Brand, and Kelly added a nine-yard
scamper following an interception by
Iglar. Hunter kept Barringer in the game
with a 21-yard touchdown pass to
Byron McMillan that capped a 78-
yard drive and made it 14-6 at the half.

Late in the third quarter, with mo-
mentum clearly on Barringer’s side of
the field, Kehler finally caved in and
gave McDonough the green light, and
the heady QB found Brand wide open
for a 48-yard touchdown. After
Woolfolk and Hunter exchanged
fourth-quarter touchdowns making it
27-12, McDonough finished his 3-
for-3 day with another scoring strike
to Brand, a 24-yarder.

WHS, which averaged well over
300 yards rushing per game, managed
just 197 yards rushing and 99 passing
for 296 total yards. Kelly had 22 car-
ries for 110 yards, Woolfolk was 21-
76 and Brand just 5-7. The WHS de-
fense limited the Bears to 168 yards
rushing (Hunter 76, Davis 48, Alston
28) and 55 passing. The cat-quick
Sampson (11 tackles), Tomalonis,
Clarke and Co. harried Hunter into a
5-for-20 passing effort.

It’s been 31-plus years, more than
11,000 days, since that unforgettable
game, the most hyped-up and talked-
about high school football game ev-
ery played in New Jersey.

COLLEGE UPDATE
Jan Cocozziello, the former WHS

three-sport standout, closed his bas-
ketball career at Hartwick College in
Oneonta, N.Y., last weekend as the
school’s no. 2 all-time scorer.
Cocozziello scored 15 points Friday
night and 16 Saturday as Hartwick
won ECAC Upstate Men’s Basketball
Tournament, and he was named the
tourney MVP. Those 31 points gave
him 1,868 career points, just 10 be-
hind the all-time leader.

Cocozziello set school records for
foul shots made in a game (24 of 26)
and career (407), and points in a half
(35). He led the team this winter in
scoring (494, 18.3 ppg), minutes (917,

34.0), assists (88) and steals (33), and
was second in rebounds (118).
Hartwick was 4-45 in the two years
before Cocozziello arrived, then went
35-42 in his three years, including 15-
12 this winter.

Ironically, when Cocozziello scored
those 35 points in one half, he finished
the game with 43. That wasn’t a school
record only because Steve Wright
(WHS, ’65) put up 47 points one night
in 1967. Sweet-shooting Steve had 21
baskets, and you can bet several of
them would have been good from
three-point range if the arc had ex-
isted then.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Following her 20-point effort in last

week’s state tourney loss to North
Hunterdon, Tara Handza finished no.
4 all-time among WHS girls with 873
career points, behind 1,000-pointers
Erin Miller (1,580), Krissy Jeremiah
(1,169) and Liz McKeon (1,017).
Handza ended with 70 career three-
pointers, trailing only Miller (125)
and Jackie Cusimano (88), and her
106 assists this winter were second
all-time to Miller’s 108 last winter.

‘RUGBY IN WESTFIELD’
The Westfield PAL Rugby is hosting

a “Rugby in Westfield” day on Sunday
at Gary Kehler Stadium. There will be
a couple of U19 games, a U15 game, a
women’s game and a kids’ flag game.
Wil Kehler, grandson of the late Gary
Kehler, will perform the coin toss. In-
cluded on the MudTurtles’ U19 roster
are WHS footballers Chris and Mike
Sheehan, Brandon Dietz, Chris Fantini,
Brett DeFazio, Eric Moran and T.J.
Mruz. For more information, go to
www.mudturtlerugby.net.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) is John Barnes.
The senior 130-pound wrestler capped
an outstanding four-year career by
reaching the state quarterfinals. He
was 29-5 this year for a career record
of 95-34 – third most wins in school
history – and captured his third straight
District 11 title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

March 14, 1998: Blue Devil junior
147-pound wrestler Onur Tezucar has
been on fire, having won the District
11 Title and the Region 3 Title.
Tezucar blazed to a fifth-place finish
at the NJSIAA state wrestling tour-
nament at Convention Center in At-
lantic City.

March 3, 1999: Senior Bennie
Martinez blazed in 23 points and
grabbed 10 rebounds to lead the sev-
enth-seeded Raider boys basketball
team past the second-seeded Torna-
does of Orange, 58-54, in the
quarterfinals of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament in Or-
ange. James Allen Osborne scored 18
points.

March 11, 2000: More than 4,000
wrestlers from 316 schools were
whittled to an elite 16 in each weight
class by the first round of the New
Jersey State Championships, which
was held at the Continental Airlines
Arena in East Rutherford. Raider jun-
ior Gary Cousar at 191 became part

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Hye-Young Choi
Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

Maryalice Ryan
Sales Associate

CRANFORD $649,900
CH COL. 1st flr similar to new const. w/newer
large open kit. and FR. Kit. w/B bar and a CI with sub
zero refrigerator drawers. MLS 2639435

SCOTCH PLAINS $824,900
Dramatic 2 story entry, CHC on cul-de-sac, 1.1
acre lot. Cathedral ceiling, FR w/brick fpl. Oak hdwd
floors on 1st floor. Brick front. MLS 2649766

SCOTCH PLAINS $589,000
4BR, 3.1BA nestled in the Watchung Reservation.
Large elegant LR with gas fpl and bay window.
Formal DR and a newer EIK. MLS 2655215

SCOTCH PLAINS $522,000
Interior painted, flrs sanded in Feb 2009. EIK, 4th BR
could be in-law suite, large backyard with paver
patio. Gas heat & CAC. MLS 2655459

WESTFIELD $1,750,000
Totally renvtd. Fabulous entertaining flr plan.
Gourmet kit., terrace off brk room. Gorgeous cus-
tom trim/built ins/leaded windows. MLS 2645312

WESTFIELD $1,699,000
Huge CHC Home w/2 story FR w/wall of windows
facing backyd 200' deep., lg EIK w/2 lev. center island
w/granite countertop. MLS 2646092

WESTFIELD $1,125,000
Exquisite Villane built 2 yr old Col. Private prof. land-
scaped. Many upgrades, open fl. plan. FR w/fp opens
to bright sunrm. 1st fl. BR & BA. MLS 2627789

WESTFIELD $1,189,000
Beaut CHC. w/gracious flow. 2 story entry, Kit
opens to FR w/fpl. 1st flr Bed/Library. Mast. w/lux
BA, frpl, trey ceil, 2 walk-in clos. MLS 2552961

WESTFIELD $1,059,000
Spacious front porch Mahoney Col w/open flrpln,
Liv Rm; FDR; gourmet Kit open to FR w/fplc; airy
MBR suite w/full bath & w/i closet. MLS 2603968

WESTFIELD $850,000
Sunfilled home offers versatile floor plan, shiny
wood floors, lower level rec room. Wonderful loca-
tion, eat in kitchen, spacious rooms.MLS 2641844

WESTFIELD $519,000
Charming vintage Colonial lovingly renovated in the
last few years. Hardwood floors throughout, fplc,
sunny bedrooms and fin. Rec. rm. MLS 2633437

WESTFIELD $425,000
Great Value! 4 BR, new kitchen and SS appliances
included, Large family rm, finished bsmt, sunroom
and enclosed porch. MLS 2654730

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

of that elite.
March 2001: Blue Devil Bowling

Head Coach Mike Tirone has been
selected as the 2000 New Jersey
Coach of the Year in bowling by the
National Federation of Coaches As-
sociation and the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associa-
tions.

March 8, 2003: The Raider girls’
basketball team rocked the third-
seeded Jefferson Falcons, 65-43, in
the semifinals of the NJSIAA/First
Union North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 playoffs in Scotch Plains. Matching
her season high, center Hillary
Klimowicz hit for 29 points and ac-
counted for 14 rebounds.

March 2004: The Blue Devil girls
indoor track team has been selected
as the Union County “Team of the
Year” by The Star-Ledger. The Blue
Devils swept the UC Relays and the
UC Track and Field titles. Junior
Emily MacNeil (800 meters) and the
foursome of MacNeil, Annie Onishi,
Meg Driscoll and Jennell Carter
(4x400 meters) made the All-Union
First Team.

Mike Cappiello Makes
Plymouth Baseball Team

PLYMOUTH NH – Freshman
Mike Cappiello, a 2008 Westfield
High School graduate, recently made
the Plymouth State University base-
ball team.

Rugby Day Comes
To Kehler Stadium

On Sunday, March 15, the Union
County Rugby Football Club
(UCRFC) will be holding the first
annual “Rugby Day in Westfield’.
The festivities will be at Kehler Sta-
dium. The day begins at 11:30 a.m.
with flag rugby games featuring teams
from Westfield, Cranford and Berke-
ley Heights. The tackle games will
begin at noon.

SCHEDULE OF GAMES:
11:30 AM- Flag Rugby: Hawks, Eagles
12 Noon- U15 Boys: Union vs New Roch-
elle
1:15 PM- U19 Girls: Union vs Elizabeth
HS
2:30 PM- U19 Boys: Union “A” vs New
Rochelle “A”
4 PM- U19 Boys: Union “B” vs New
Rochelle “B”
Admission is free and everyone is wel-
come to attend.

Fred Lecomte (March 2002 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO SUCCESS...Junior Zack Coppa has been a major
contributor to the Blue Devil swim team’s success for three seasons.

Harmonizing with the surrounding property, this Westfield gem sparkles with a gracious 
ambiance. The spacious interior is highlighted with natural wood trim, box beam ceilings, 
archways, embellished framing around entryways & windows and hardwood floors. The 
new (2008) state-of-the art kitchen mingles seamlessly with vintage adorned formal rooms 
as well as comfy family spaces. The master bedroom is joined by a new granite accented 
luxurious bath and an office. Two more bedrooms, two more full baths, and a sizeable rec 
room complement this marvelous home. Almost an acre and a half of beautifully land-
scaped property with in-ground pool, majestic trees and mature shrubbery craft a pastoral 
setting.  Presented for $1,395,000. 

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

         908-233-6417, Direct Dial
            NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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Raider Cagers Sting Mendham in Sectional, 53-48
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

HANDZA PUMPS IN 20 POINTS, PONCE 8, VENEZIA 6

Lady Lions Edge Blue Devils
In Section Basketball, 45-40

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike the 23-point thrashing they
experienced last December from the
Lady Lions, the sixth-seeded
Westfield High School girls gave the
third-seeded North Hunterdon girls
basketball team all it could handle in
the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament in
Annandale on March 4.

The 21-4 Lady Lions overcame a
seesaw battle for dominance with the
15-10 Blue Devils in the first half,
then carried a nine-point lead into the
fourth quarter but had to struggle to
pull out a 45-40 victory.

Lion forward/center Kelly
Loughney, who was very dominant in
the first meeting of the two teams,
was still quite impressive underneath
the boards but the Blue Devil defense
held its own and limited her to 14
points, while Blue Devil point guard
Tara Handza pumped in a game-high
20 points, including four 3-pointers.

“She dominated last time so she
was definitely on our radar. Our for-
wards did a good job of rebounding
against her and playing defense
against her,” said Handza, who fin-
ished with eight rebounds, four as-
sists and two steals. “We switched to
man (defense) after playing zone for

a really long time in the season. I
think it was a really good change. We
played really well.”

“First game of the season, they beat
us by 23. Our girls were out here to
make a point tonight. We did a nice
job overall. We shut their offense
down. It could have gone either way,
a foul shot here, a basket there. It was
a good game,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Joe Marino said.

After Lion Jessica Pellechio (14
points) opened the game with a 3-
pointer, Blue Devil Keri Pringle (8
points, 3 assists, steal) answered with
the first of her two 3-pointers and
Diana Venezia (6 points, 4 rebounds,
steal) followed with a 2-pointer. The
first quarter ended, 14-14, then the
Blue Devils jumped to a 23-17 lead
midway through the second quarter
but the Lions roared back with eight
unanswered points to grab a 25-23
lead at the half.

Venezia got into foul trouble early
in the third quarter and the Lions
began to take control of the boards
and the score to win the quarter, 16-9,
and to carry a 41-32 lead into the
fourth quarter.

“We started to lose it in the third
quarter when Diana got into foul
trouble. It turned it (the tide of the
game) because we lost the boards a

little,” coach Marino said.
Interestingly, the Blue Devils got

very stingy defensively and whittled
away at the Lions’ lead. Handza hit a
3-pointer and Katie Ponce (4 points,
3 steals, 2 assists) hit for two points.
With less than 30 seconds remaining,
Handza hit her fourth 3-pointer to
make the score, 43-40, but the Blue
Devils were soon forced to foul to
spare time on the clock. Pellechio
went to the line with three seconds on
the clock and hit both free throws to
finalize the scoring.

“If you are going to lose a game,
lose it playing hard and we fought
hard. I’m proud of the team and proud
of the way we finished,” Handza said.
“We lost to them earlier by about 23.
To lose to them by five, leading by
five early in the game and giving
them a good game was good to see. A
couple of shots could have gone our
way, a couple could have gone their
way so it was anyone’s game.”

“Our girls worked hard all week in
practice and their objective was to
come out here and put it all on the
floor,” coach Marino said. “We
wanted to outplay our opponents and
they pretty much played them evenly.
We came to work hard and we did it.”
Westfield 14   9   9   8 40
N. Hunterdon 14 11 16   4 45

make a run and we had big shots
towards the end,” Solomon added.

The 24-3 Minutemen spent the en-
tire game trying to funnel the ball into
their very agile and big, 6’8” center
Mark Cisco, who finished with 22
points and 10 rebounds. Even though
he was injured for a while in the first
quarter, Cisco, who will play at Co-
lumbia University next year, man-
aged to roll in his 1,000th career point
late in the third quarter and finished
with 1,010. However, Raiders Ishmil
Raymond (10 points, 7 rebounds,
blocked shot) and Marcus Green did
make matters difficult for him.

“He’s a very tough player. He
dropped a lot of buckets. We played
great ‘D’ on him but he managed to
score. Even though he got injured, he
kept playing. I admire him,” Raymond
said.

“Mendham is a great program! We
knew it was going to be tough, espe-
cially guarding a guy like Cisco. We
don’t really face a kid like that in our
conference. It was a little bit of a
different look. I thought Ishmil and
Marcus Green did a great job of just
making the kid work, really kind of
wearing him down by the end of the
night,” coach Martinez said.

Green, who finished with 10 re-
bounds and will play football next
fall at Temple University, grabbed
most of the Raiders’ offensive re-
bounds and scored most of his eight
points on putbacks.

“Marcus Green played his heart
out. He’s a football player. He has the
most strength on the team. He goes
for every ball. He does what he has to
do to win. He gets that from football.
Everybody (contributed), the bench,
everybody! I got hurt. The bench got
out and they just kept playing,”
Raymond said.

“That’s one thing about Marcus.
He’s really a football player playing
basketball. He did a great job of at-
tacking the offensive glass. That’s
what he does well. He had a lot of
putbacks that really got us going,”
coach Martinez said.

Both teams exercised a degree of
caution in the first quarter and both
teams’ defenses limited their oppo-
nent to eight points. Raider Kevin

Maroney (4 rebounds) sank four of
his nine points in the quarter. Minute-
man Rob Berish, who will attend

Harvard University in the fall, hit
seven of his nine points in the second
quarter as Mendham took a 20-14
lead at the half.

With Maroney and Raymond each
sinking five points, the Raiders won
the third quarter, 18-13, to cut the
Minutemen’s lead to 33-32.

Mendham clung to a 40-38 lead
with 5:18 remaining but Raider Pat
Dougher (9 points) sank a 3-pointer

and later Solomon added his pair of
3-pointers to knot the score, 47-47,
with 1:35 left. The Raiders crept to a

50-48 lead. Solomon made his steal
then his struggle for a rebound gave
the Raiders possession, which en-
abled Marvin Hanciles (5 points, 3
rebounds, assist) to roll in a lay-up,
draw a foul and sink the free throw.

“All in all, the kids just fought. We
found a way to win tonight,” coach
Martinez said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8   6 18 21 53
Westfield   8 12 13 15 48

Ivan Hristov

The new gymnastics school opening in April
at 250 Sheffield Street, Mountainside.

 3 time Olympic coach from Bulgaria

is coming to work as manager
for Olympika Gymnastics.

Raider Cagers Topple
Fort Lee Boys, 55-47
Reggie Solomon and Melvin

Hanciles popped in 12 and 11 points,
respectively, while Kevin Maroney
and Ishmil Raymond hit 10 and nine,
respectively, to lead the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys basket-
ball team to a 55-47 victory over host
Fort Lee in the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tour-
nament on March 7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TALL OBSTACLE TO OVERCOME…Blue Devil Diana Venezia, right, has to overcome the height advantage of 6’0”
Lioness center Kelly Loughney, No. 31, in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MINUTEMEN’S BIGGEST NIGHTMARE…Raider Reggie Solomon, No. 10,
hit a pair of 3-pointers, made a key steal and added a rebound that spelled
“demise” for the Mendham Minutemen. See SPF/Shabazz game next week!

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

CRANFORD SCOTCH PLAINS
WESTFIELD

MOUNTAINSIDE WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

COLONIAL OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/15  1-5PM
OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/15  1-5PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 3/15  1-5PM ENGLISH COLONIAL NEW CONSTRUCTION

$875,000 $489,000
$825,000

$1,599,000 $739,900 $1,279,000

This incomparable turn of the century gem distinguishes itself by tastefully marrying classic
old world beauty with quality modern amenities to suit today’s lifestyle. This notable home
sits on .92 acres of professionally landscaped rolling property backing up to parkland. This
4 Bedroom 3.5 Bath Colonial features an Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Sunroom,
Family Room and a 2 car garage. Enjoy the rare, rural tranquility of this remarkable home.
Just moments to schools, parks, town and transportation. MLS # 2648432

Beautifully maintained 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Split Level perfectly situated on a private lot at
the end of a cul-de-sac. Features include gleaming hardwood floors, spacious Eat-In-Kitchen,
a large 3rd floor guest room, an oversized wood deck for outdoor entertaining, private wooded
lot and a 2 car garage. Convenient to downtown Westfield and Scotch Plains, schools and one
block from the NYC bus. Make this lovely home yours today! Directions: Mountain Avenue
to Fawn Ridge Drive #368. MLS # 2655355

Five year old, 4 Bedroom, 2 full and 2 half Bath, Michael Mahoney Victorian Colonial,
upgraded from original model to meet today’s lifestyle. Custom moldings and hardwood
floors accentuate the open first floor plan. Large gourmet kitchen with 8 foot center island,
granite countertops, maple cabinets, Jenn-Air double ovens, 6 burner countertop range,
Fisher Pay-Kel drawer dishwasher and sliders leading to outside patio. Kitchen opens to
Family Room with gas fireplace. Master Bedroom Suite with sitting area includes walk-in
closet, Master Bath with whirlpool tub and glass enclosed stall shower, and 2nd floor
laundry. A finished basement with theatre and playroom. Staircase to full attic, electric &
plumbing installed, can be finished for additional room. Close to schools and NY
Transportation. Directions: Rahway Avenue to Codding Rd #544. MLS # 2657613

All Brick/Stone 5 Bedroom, 5.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial with old world charm and
today‘s amenities. A 2 story entrance, Great Room and Recreation Room with gas fireplace,
Gourmet Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 car garage, full finished basement, 2 zone HVAC, stone patio
on a cul-de-sac. Yesterday‘s grandeur, today‘s technology, tomorrow‘s dream. Directions:
Springfield Ave to Mill Ln to Robbie Ln # 7. MLS # 2659080

This spacious home retains its period charm with hardwood floors, crown moldings,
breakfast nook, updated kitchen, one full and two half baths. Four/Five Bedrooms, Living
Room with wood burning fireplace, Family Room with built-ins, entertainment sized
Dining Room, plus finished basement. This picturesque English Colonial is located on a
corner lot just two blocks to the elementary and middle schools and 5 short blocks to town
and train. MLS # 2647573

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties close to Franklin
School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your perfect
home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood
floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom,
central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included in this gem.
Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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Blue Devil John Barnes Advanced to NJSIAA Mat Quarterfinal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ously we were not pleased with it but
you don’t panic with John when he is
down by four because he can put
points on the board in a hurry,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz said.
“The bigger issue was he was not

getting off the bottom. He wasn’t
keeping his hips under him. Once he
got his escape, he had a nice throw. It
was another typical, gutsy John
Barnes performance.”

In his pre-quarterfinal bout with

Matt Lane of Phillipsburg, Barnes
nailed him with a five-point, judo trip
move to advance to the quarterfinal
round with a 5-2 victory. Barnes also
nearly pulled off a pair of arm drag
takedowns.

“His arm was open, so I went for it.
I’m using everything I got at this
point. I’m glad I won but I’m going to
stay humble and try to keep it going,”
Barnes said.

His quarterfinal bout with Mike
Morales (Brick Memorial), the even-
tual state champ, resulted in a 5-1
loss, which shifted him to the
wrestlebacks, where he dropped a
decision to Derrik Russell (Jackson
Memorial), who finished sixth.

“I gave it everything I had,” said
Barnes, who is considering wrestling
in college. “I’m still thinking about it.
It’s definitely a possibility. If I wrestle
next year, I will give it everything I
got.”

“I’m proud of John Barnes. He’s
been a great kid. For four years, he’s
done a lot for himself. He’s done a lot
for this program. He set his goals
high and he fell a little bit short. The
two matches he lost were some of the
best kids in the state. He’s beaten
some of the best kids in the state,”
stressed coach Kurz. “A lot of it is
about the journey. To go from where
he started to where he ended up was
so impressive. His making the top-12
is more impressive than the kids, who
are going home with medals. From
third in his district as a freshman to
top-12 in the state!”

In the same weight class as Barnes,
Brearley’s Kenny Knapp scored a
takedown in the third period to defeat
Derrik Russell, 6-4. He defeated
James Green (Willingboro), 5-2, to
reach the semifinals where he dropped
a 6-2 decision to Jordan Beverly (Point
Pleasant Boro). Knapp recovered to
beat Russell again, 3-1, then he de-
feated Anthony Curcio (Washington
Twp), 3-1, to claim third place.

Brearley’s Umar Taramov ad-
vanced to the 160-lb quarterfinals
with a 9-3 decision over Anthony
Sherman (Toms River East – TRE)
then lost 3-1 to Preston Keiffer of
Eastern. Taramov won two more bouts
in the wrestlebacks to finish sixth.

Roselle Park’s Dennis Carroll
pulled off two takedowns in the third
period to defeat Piscataway’s Tevin

Shaw, 5-2, in the 152-lb preliminary
round. The two have met twice before
with each winning a bout.

“When I went out there, I was a
little nervous. By the third period, I
was a little more used to it. Once I got
in the groove, that’s all I needed,”
explained Carroll.

After he lost by decision in the pre-
quarterfinals, Carroll pinned Keith
Switzer (Bergen Catholic) in 5:04
before dropping a 5-0 decision to
Justin Molzon (TRE).

Brearley’s Dan Reis won his first
bout at 119-lbs but got caught in a
single grapevine, head smother fall in
the pre-quarterfinal round. He also
lost his first wrestleback bout. Team-
mate Anthony Madonia won his first
bout by decision at 103-lbs and lost
his pre-quarterfinal bout to Matt
Sausman (Camden Catholic), who
eventually placed third. Madonia also
lost his wrestleback bout.

Roselle Park’s Anthony Casselli
lost his 135-lb pre-quarterfinal bout
to Vinny Fava (Elmwood Park), who
finished third, and lost his first
wrestleback bout. Teammate Russ
Benner dropped a tough, 5-2 decision
to Mike Tancredi (Wall Twp) in the
140-lb first round. Cranford heavy-
weight Joe Brady fell victim to a
headlock in 3:31 to Mike Dwyer
(Cinnaminson) in his first round bout.

CHAMPIONSHIPS
103: Nicholas Francavilla (High Point)
d. Joe Orecchio (Don Bosco), 3-2.
112: Rob Deutsch (Eastern) p. Dave
Della Torre (River Dell), 3:39.
119: Vinnie DelleFave (Toms River East)
d. Joe Duca (Paulsboro), 3-2, OT.
125: Frank Cagnina (Queen of Peace) d.
Eric Dunnet (Eastern), 7-1.
130: Mike Morales (Brick Mem.) d. Jor-
dan Beverly (Point Pleasant Boro), 5-4.
135: Taylor Walsh (Camden Catholic) d.
Kodie Silvestri (Wallkill Valley), 7-6.
140: Anthony Baldosaro (Eastern) d.
Joe McAuley (Bishop Ahr), 7-3.
145: Emmanuel Ajagbe (Bogota) d. Troy
Hernandez (Kittatinny), 5-3 OT.
152: Steve Santos (Brick Memorial) d.
Ramon Santiago (Sayreville), 8-4.
160: Nick Visicaro (Long Branch) d.
Anthony Saulle (Delran), 7-6.
171: Brendan Ard (Watchung Hills) d.
Ryan Callahan (Wallkill Valley), 4-3.
189: Andrew Campolattano (Bound
Brook) d. Mac Mancuso (Holy Spirit),
10-7.
215: Glenn Carson (Southern Regional)
d. Joey Grisko (Highland), 3-1.
285: Jimmy Lawson (Manchester) d.
Dan Walker (Delsea), 1-0.
OUTSTANDING WRESTLER:
Campolattano, Bound Brook

WF Renegade Boys Capture
Clark Grade 6 Hoops Crown

CRUSADER TOURNAMENT CHAMPS...The Westfield Renegades, a sixth
grade boys travel basketball team, pose after winning the championship game
against IHM at the recently played Clark Crusader Annual Holiday Tournament
on March 1. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Jack Bunting, Matt
Catanzaro, Kevin Irving, James Goldberger and Danny McHugh; top row,
Assistant Coach Rich Dursee, Danny Mitchell, Eli Wirtshafter, Colin Dursee,
Sean Elliott, Sean Brennan and Head Coach Mark Mitchell. Missing from photo:
Aaron Tabak and Assistant Coach David Wirtshafter.

The Westfield Renegades boys sixth
grade travel basketball team defeated
IHM, 50-45, in the finals of the Clark
Crusader Annual Holiday Tournament
on March 1. Westfield overcame a
13-point, fourth-quarter deficit to win
the championship.

The Renegades turned the tide with
a suffocating full-court man-to-man
defense that held IHM to a single 3-
point basket in the final eight minutes.
In the fourth quarter, Renegade guards
Danny Mitchell and Kevin Irving pres-
sured the hot-shooting IHM guards,
Jeffrey Rodgers and Danny Babis, who
made seven and four, 3-point shots,
respectively, for the game.

Renegades Matt Catanzaro, James
Goldberger and Danny McHugh cut
off numerous IHM drives to the bas-

ket and stole errant IHM passes. For-
wards Sean Brennan, Jack Bunting
and Eli Wirtshafter boxed out well
and secured rebounds to limit IHM to
one shot per possession.

Offensively, Westfield scored 21
points in the final eight minutes. Sean
Elliott finished with a game-high 26
points, including 11 points in the
fourth quarter and was awarded the
Tournament MVP trophy. Mitchell
sank nine points, scoring six in the
fourth quarter, including a 3-pointer
to pull the Renegades within two
points. Colin Dursee scored the game-
tying basket on a bank shot. After
Elliott scored the go-ahead basket,
Irving iced the game with a driving
lay-up to give Westfield a four-point
lead with 30 seconds left.

FSPY Gymnasts Compete
At Madison Area Y Meet

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Y “A”
and “B” Division gymnastics teams
attended a competition at the Madi-
son Area Y on February 22.

A DIVISION: Gina Pelosi and
Sarah VanBuskirk competed well in
all events at Level 9.

Level 8: 15Us Marissa DiBella
placed fourth all-around, second on
uneven bars, fourth on balance beam,
fifth on floor exercise and sixth on
vault. Kaitlyn Frey took sixth all-around,
fourth beam, fifth on unevens and sixth
on vault. Zoe-Nicole Stein placed first
on unevens, third on vault and fourth on
floor. Lauren Lockfeld grabbed fourth
on vault and unevens, and fifth on beam.
Kacie Bumiller took third on unevens
and beam. Lisa Matrale and Olivia
Dunham also competed.

In 16+, Hannah Kronick took fourth
all-around, third on vault, unevens

and beam. Samantha Mazzucco
placed sixth all-around, and fourth on
unevens and floor. Kristen Schmicker
took third on vault and sixth on beam.
Kelsey Herbig earned fifth on beam.
Victoria Shack also competed.

B DIVISION: In 12U, Abigail
Fontana earned third all-around, sec-
ond on beam and third on unevens
and floor. Paige VanBuskirk took sec-
ond on vault and unevens, and fifth on
floor. Rachel Butler placed fourth on
unevens.

In 13+, Heather Mullen took sec-
ond all-around, second on beam, third
on floor and fourth on vault and
unevens. Meghan Yessman earned
first on vault, third on beam and fifth
on unevens. Joelle Pisauro grabbed
first on unevens and fourth place on
beam. Jamie Rubenstein captured
third on uneven and fourth on floor.

Peewee A Hockey Kids Bring
Home Gold from Tourney

Led by Captain and tournament
MVP Dane Huber, the Cranford
Hockey Club’s Peewee A team won
the gold medal at the Can Am hockey
tournament in Lake Placid, N.Y.
Huber scored the winning goal in a
shootout, scoring the only shootout
goal in a 3-2, victory over a team from
North Toronto in the gold medal game.

A quartet of Westfield boys also
played a big part in the tournament
championship. On defense, Andy
Eckert and Jack Foley, whose huge
hit in Game 3 set the tone for a physi-
cal game, anchored the Cranford de-
fense. Danny DoCampo made sev-
eral big saves in the gold medal game,
none bigger than his save off a deflec-

tion with one second remaining in
regulation. Finally, Joe Manganello
helped offensively with goals in each
of the first three games.

The team is coached by John
O’Malley, John Sarni, Dan Lomelli
and Billy Shultz, and Westfield’s
Bruce Eckert manages and helps
coach the team. The team includes
boys from all over NJ: John Bruckman
(Fanwood), Ryan O’Malley (Avon
by the Sea), Joe Sarni (East Hanover),
Brian Shaughnessy (Colonia), Ryan
Cagide (Union), Coleman Shultz
(Warren), Mark Christiano, Nick
Colucci and Sean Conheeney
(Cranford) and Joe Lomelli (Clark).

In Game 1, Cranford tied the local
N.J. Penguins, 2-2, scoring with nine
seconds left to tie it up. Paced by
Huber’s two goals in Game 2,
Cranford beat Lake Placid. Next,
Cranford beat the team from North
Toronto, 3-1. Manganello opened the
scoring and Eckert’s big shot from
the point was deflected in for the
second goal. This game was played at
the 1980 rink, which was home to the
“Miracle Game,” when the U.S. beat
Russia in the Olympics.

“It is really cool to play a game
where Miracle happened” said
Manganello “It was even cooler to
win the tournament.”

WF’s Summers Named
To State Ski Team

WARWICK, N.Y. – The New Jer-
sey Ski Racing Association (NJSRA)
named its top six racers to its State
Team. Westfield resident, Tom Sum-
mers, age 10, was among the racers,
who will now advance to competition
in the Piche Invitational at Gunstock
Mountain in New Hampshire on Sat-
urday, March 21.

Summers, skiing slalom and giant
slalom over five races at Hidden Val-
ley (Vernon), and Mountain Creek
(Vernon) and his home mountain of
Mount Peter (Warwick, N.Y.) quali-
fied in his J5 age group and will ski a
giant slalom race at Gunstock against
the top qualifiers in the northeast.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE RUBBER MATCH…Roselle Park’s Dennis Carroll, front,
defeated Piscataway’s Tevin Shaw at 152-lbs in their third meeting of the season.
See another picture on page 15.

Cranford Hockey Club Peewee A Team

Tom Summers

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mountainside...Estate Sale: Spacious, expanded 5 bedroom, 3
full bath ranch with many upgrades on lovely, wooded lot. CAC.
Newer: roof, furnace, carpet, paint. Master suite with full bath.
Gleaming hardwood floors. $539,900.

Scotch Plains...Spectacular, true end-unit with views of the
Watchuing Reservation. Complete list of upgrades include: SS
applncs., granite, hardwood, recessed ltg throughout, master
suite with walk-in & jacuzzi. $429,900.

Westfield...Masterful craftsmanship and impeccable details are
the hallmarks of this 4,000-plus square foot colonial set on a deep,
wooded lot. Still time to personalize the finishing touches. 13'
ceilings. $849,900.

Union...Completely renovated 3 bedroom, brick cape. New
kitchen(marble & stainless),paint, carpet, fence, landsc., paver
patio & walk (front & back), Belgium block, drive, windows.
Second floor master bedroom (30'x18'). $364,900.

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2008

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Grande Vic Col w/ wrap porch on 100x250 fenced
property. Spacious, sunny 12 RM, 6 BR, 4 ½ BTH HM. 5500 SF. 2
story EF, LR w/frplc, FDR, LIB, custom KIT w/adjacent FR. Lrg
Conservatory/game rm, guest suite, MBR w/SIT RM, 2 wlk-ins,
luxury MBTH.. Deluxe moldings & BI”S, accented ceilings, inlaid
flrs, tall wndws, wired for 7 ZN music sys, Sprinkler SYS, rear
DK, 3 CG, one blk to train, 2 blk to kinder, mid, H.S. $1,475,000.

Westfield . . . Charming 11 Room. 5 BR, 4 ½ bath home. Enclosed
front porch, gracious foyer with split staircase, Natural chestnut
woodwk, large, sunfilled LR w/frplc, FDR,  cust KIT w/skylts &
Palladian wndw, separate dining area. Master suite, 1st flr guest
BR and BTH., RECRM,  2 Zn CAC, HW HT, lrg DK, 2 CG. Near
dwntwn & school. $899,900.

Westfield . . . Restored charming Victorian home. 4/5 BRS, 2 ½
new BTHS, new custom granite KIT w/separate dining area, Beau
FOYER w/wndw seat & stain glass wndw, MBR w/new  MBTH
w/ marble top vanity/console. Spacious LR w/frplc & columned
entry to DR. Fabulous 3rd flr PLAYRM &  COMPUTERRM. RR
in basemt. High ceil, ref HWDFLRS, New CAC GAS/HT,  2 CG,
close to twn/sch in desirable area.  $775,000.

Mountainside…Top of the mountain. Charming 3 BR, 2 ½ BTH
ranch on ½ acre of wooded, level property. Custom molding, refin
hrdwd flrs, updated eat-in KIT w/newer appliances, spacious LR
w/bay wndw, FDR, FR w/beau fireplace, finished walk-out
basement , large seasonal porch and patio. Fenced yard, 4 car
tandem garage. $729,900.

OPEN HOUSE: Sun., 3/15  1-4PM • 550 St. Marks Ave.
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DeLaFuente, Meserole Break WHS Swim Records at MOC
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

3:14.36 in prelims.)
And they needed every fast time

because Pingry (3:11.65), Mountain
Lakes (3:12.43), Hillsborough
(3:13.29) and Seton Hall Prep
(3:14.05) were all right there in a
wildly exciting finish. It was WHS’s
first relay state title since 1996, when
Frank Coppa, Jon Jones, Colin McGee
and Brendan Lechner won the same
event in 3:15.80. A year earlier, Rob
Schundler, Jones, Lechner and Walt
Kapuscinski had won the 200 medley
relay in 1:38.12.

Meserole ended his year-long chase
of the school backstroke record, clock-
ing a 51.11 in the final to earn second
place in the race, and take Hertell’s
52.38 in ’93 off the board by more
than a second. And his 46.54 anchor

on the final relay just a few minutes
later was one of the clutch swims in
WHS history.

DeLaFuente will graduate with
school records in the 200-free, the
100-fly and the 100-free, plus the
freestyle relay, and was also No. 5 on
the Top 15 List in the 200IM (1:59.55)
and 500-free (4:50.64). Showing his
versatility, he swam the breaststroke
leg on the No. 5 medley relay
(1:38.62), too.

During Saturday’s trials, the four-
some of Meserole, Morgan, Boyle

and Lorentzen went 1:39.19 (No. 6
all-time) in the medley relay, and the
foursome of Boyle, DeLaFuente,
Lorentzen and Meserole clocked
1:28.83 (No. 3 all-time) in the 200-
free relay.

The WHS girls had a pair of Top 15
List relay swims on Sunday. Meg
Kaveney, Lauren Sullivan, Emily
Budnick and Suzanne Lemberg went

1:41.58 (No. 7 all-time) to win the
consolation final (ninth place), while
Meredith Smith, Maeve Maloney,
Budnick and Lemberg went 3:43.60
in the 400-relay for No. 10 all-time.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood’s Kelsey
Rossi took sixth in the 100-breast-
stroke with a 1:07.46 (1:07.19 in tri-
als) and was 14th in the 50-free in
25.15 (25.03 in trials).

Xavier Tops Jr. Mudturtles
In U19 Rugby Scrimmage

UCC Lady Owls Cagers Win
Region 19 Championship

The Union County Rugby Football
Club (UCRFC) U19 rugby team
started their spring season with a non-
league scrimmage loss to Xavier High
School (NYC) on March 8. The game
was a match up of the no. 1 single
school team in METNY (Xavier) and
the no. 1 community-based team in
METNY (UCRFC) from 2008.

Xavier was too strong for the
UCRFC as they won the A-side game,
42-0, and the B-side game, 52-5.
UCRFC battled hard in both games
but could not match the fitness and
cohesion of Xavier. UCRFC had their
moments but small mistakes allowed
the aggressive Xavier to capitalize on
those mistakes.

Despite the score of both games,
UCRFC came away with many posi-

tives. In the B-game, 10 first-time
players took the field and learned a
lot in their baptism by fire. Zack
Bascio, who returned from a shoul-
der injury sustained in wrestling,
played an outstanding match and
scored the lone try for UCRFC.

In the A game, UCRFC experi-
mented with different combinations
of the backs looking to find the right
mix. Chris Sheehan at fly half was a
threat all day with his running and
playmaking. The forwards were very
strong and are close to match fitness.

Up next for UCRFC is another pre-
season match, this time versus New
Rochelle High School on Sunday,
March 15. The match will part of the
“Rugby Day in Westfield” at Kehler
Stadium.

CRANFORD – On March 1, the
Union County College Lady Owls
Basketball Team secured the Region
XIX Championship title with a 64-56
win over Delaware Tech at the County
College of Morris. The Lady Owls
boosted their record to 26-0.

Delaware Tech pulled ahead by 10
points at the beginning of the first
half. However, by halftime, The Owls
rallied to come out front, 29-27. Dela-
ware could not contain The Lady
Owls’ scoring streak. Lady Owl
Nicole Lilenfeld finished with 22
points, six assists and four steals.
Kianna Williamson had 13 points,
three rebounds and two blocks. Crys-
tal Harris had nine points, eight re-
bounds and three blocks.

Lilenfeld was named the Region

XIX Tournament “Most Valuable
Player” (MVP). UCC Coach Cheryl
Bell was named the Region XIX
“Donna Herran” Coach of the Year.

During the regular season, the team
achieved its best record ever, with a
24-0 record. The Owls were named
the Garden State Athletic Conference
(GSAC) Champions for the third
straight year and coach Bell was also
named the GSAC Coach of the Year,
and Assistant Coaches Tracey Napo-
leon and Janell Nelson were named
the GSAC Assistant Coaches of the
Year. As of the February 25, National
Junior Colleges Athletic Association
Coaches Poll, UCC was ranked No. 5
in the country, the highest ranking for
The Lady Owls in the history of the
college. Klimowicz Leads TCNJ

To Sweet 16 in Hoops
BETHLEHEM, Pa. – The College

of New Jersey women’s basketball
team defeated Tufts University, 57-
55, in the regional championship game
of the 2009 NCAA Division III Cham-
pionships at Moravian College to
advance in the NCAA tournament to
the round of 16. TCNJ improved to
25-4, while No. 19 Tufts University
finished with a 22-5 record.

Senior captain, center Hillary
Klimowicz of Scotch Plains, added a
game-high 28 points with eight re-
bounds and a blocked shot to prevent
a winning three-point basket. The
Lions’ leading scorer this year,
Klimowicz now has 1,336 career
points at TCNJ and is the program’s
no. 2 all-time leading scorer in just
three seasons with the Lions. Overall
on her collegiate career, she boasts
1,611 points and 1,020 rebounds.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

The Westfield High School boys swim team displays its banner indicating their 22nd state championship

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TWO TIME CHAMP…Watchung Hills 171-pounder Brendan Ard, left, son of
former New York Giant football star Billy Ard, won his second NJSIAA title.
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Coldwell Banker 

CENTER HALL COLONIAL NEAR TOWN & SCHOOLS 

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom built expanded Ranch spares no attention to detail, 
exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms nestled on more than 2.5 acres.  Redefining park-like property, this fine 
home is cleverly positioned on its Oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top 
rated schools.  Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship, this home awaits its most discerning buyer.                   

                                                                    Offered for $1,399,000 

One of the original Indian Forest Gems has been held off the market for one third of a century & now awaits a 
most discerning buyer!  This extensively renovated 11 room Georgian Colonial may not again be available in your 
lifetime.  Quality craftsmanship & exquisite appointments abound in this exceptional Westfield residence 

beautifully combining classic charm with modern convenience & luxury.                   Offered for $2.75 million                        

Classic 10 room Dutch Colonial with 6 bedrooms & 3+ bathrooms offers prime location close to downtown 
shopping and top rated schools.  This charming home boasts a formal Dining Room & Living Room with 
fireplace, 1st floor Office/Den, updated eat-in Kitchen with stainless steel appliances and granite counters, inviting 
deck and patio with fire pit overlooking private rear yard, hardwood floors, all new Pella windows and central air.                           

                                                                                                                          Offered for $859,000 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated. 

ONE OF INDIAN FOREST’S ORIGINAL GEMS 

UNIQUE WESTFIELD OPPORTUNITY ~ 2.5 ACRES 
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 Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

 908-233-6417, Direct Dial
 NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977-2008

Situated on a quiet winding street, this delightful West-
field Split surprises you with marvelous features & up-
dates. The sun lit  family room addition opens to the up-
dated kitchen. Charm abounds in the living room with 
handsome fireplace and the formal dining room. The 
newer master suite with full bath accompanies three more 
bedrooms and a second full bath. A comfy den and 
ground  floor laundry room, enhance this spacious inte-
rior. A warp-around deck, an expansive yard and superb 
plantings complete this ideal setting. Presented for 
$549,000.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Free Assistance Is Available
For Tax Form Preparation

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ameri-
can Association of Retired Persons
(AARP), in cooperation with the In-
ternal Revenue Service, is once again
providing free tax assistance to se-
nior citizens and low- and middle-
income residents through Wednes-
day, April 15.

Trained volunteers will prepare
2008 federal and state income tax
returns or assist taxpayers in prepar-
ing their own returns at one of mul-
tiple Union County sites. Appoint-
ments at all sites are recommended
and can be made by calling the indi-
vidual locations. They are as follows:

Scotch Plains Public Library, 1927
Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains, (908)
322-5007, extension no. 201;
Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue, Cranford, (908) 709-
7283; Plainfield Senior Citizens Cen-
ter, 305 East Front Street, Plainfield,

(908) 753-3506; Rahway Senior Cen-
ter Annex, 125 West Milton Avenue,
Rahway, (732) 827-2016, and Eliza-
beth Public Library, 11 South Broad
Street, Elizabeth, (908) 354-6060.

If a joint return is to be prepared,
both taxpayers should be present. In-
dividuals should bring Social Security
cards or Social Security numbers for
children and other dependents. Tax-
payers should bring copies of their
2007 federal and state tax returns; all
documents related to their income such
as W-2, 1099-R, 1099-INT, 1099-DIV,
1099-B (with associated cost basis),
1099-G and SSA-1099; the amount
received from their Stimulus Rebate
in 2008; brokerage statements, pen-
sion documents and other such docu-
ments, as well as information regard-
ing deductible expenses such as medi-
cal costs, property taxes, mortgage
interest and charitable contributions.

Oratorio Singers to Present
Beethoven and Schubert

WESTFIELD – The Oratorio Sing-
ers of Westfield will present
Beethoven’s Christ on the Mount of
Olives, Schubert’s Mass in G Major
and a première of a new work for
soprano, chorus and orchestra, Trent
Johnson’s In Homage of Spring, at 3
p.m. on Sunday, March 15, in the
sanctuary of the First United Meth-
odist Church (FUMC), located at One
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Under the direction of Mr. Johnson,
composer/ organist/ conductor, this
will be the Oratorio Singers’ 29th
anniversary concert. The 70-voice
chorus and orchestra will be joined
by soloists soprano Rachel Rosales,
tenor Mark Bleeke and bass-baritone
Lawrence Craig.

Beethoven’s only oratorio, Christ
on the Mount of Olives, was written in
1802 and premiered in Vienna. This
work has a more humanistic portrayal
of Christ than do other settings, such
as those of Bach. This work is most
dramatic in its portrayal of Christ’s
arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane,
with the soldiers seizing Christ, while
the disciples contemplate their fate.

Schubert’s Mass in G Major, writ-
ten in 1815, is a tuneful, melodic and

sweet work scored for chorus, or-
chestra and three solo voices.

Mr. Johnson’s new work, In Hom-
age of Spring, is set to poems by the
English priest and poet Gerard Manley
Hopkins and a poem of Lebanese/
American poet, artist, writer, philoso-
pher and theologian Kahlil Gibran.

The music for these poems is writ-
ten in Mr. Johnson’s accessible style
while still making use of his charac-
teristic modern harmonies and
phrases.

Mr. Johnson is the director of Mu-
sic and Arts of the First United Meth-
odist Church and music director of
the Oratorio Singers of Westfield.

As conductor of the Oratorio Sing-
ers, he has led this organization in
much of the standard literature for
chorus and orchestra, including works
of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
Verdi, Dello Joio, Bernstein, Kodaly,
Poulenc and others, as well as three
premières of his own works.

For information and advance tick-
ets, call the FUMC church office at
(908) 233-4211 daily from 8:30 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Parking will be available
in the church lot off Ferris Place, in
nearby lots and on adjacent streets.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/17/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

FHWA Long-Life Pavement Marking Contract, North - 2009; Routes US 1, NJ 3,
NJ 4, NJ 5, NJ 7, US W 9, NJ 17, NJ 21, NJ 24, NJ 31, NJ 57, NJ 57, NJ 81, NJ 93,
NJ 94, NJ 124, NJ 159, NJ 161, US 202, US 206, & NJ 439, Counties of Sussex,

Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Union and Part of Warren;
Federal Project No: STP-B00S (697); DP No: 09406

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/26/09, 3/5/09 and 3/12/09, The Leader Fee: $186.66

Library Invites Employers
To Immigration Seminar

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer an
opportunity for employers to learn
more about specific government regu-
lations regarding the legal hiring of
workers during a seminar on Wednes-
day, March 25, at 7:30 p.m.

During a presentation entitled “Em-
ployment Verification: Can my
Worker Work?,” attorney Laurie
Woog will discuss employment eligi-
bility guidelines for employers and
human resource personnel.

She will cover E-Verify, the
government’s voluntary online pro-
gram for verifying new hires’ eligi-
bility to work, and I-9 procedures.
This program is designed to help
local business people become fa-
miliar with the forms that a com-
pany must fill out for every new
employee, to avoid liability and
sanctions for hiring undocumented
workers.

Ms. Woog graduated from Harvard
University and Northeastern Univer-
sity School of Law, clerked for a
federal judge and was an adjunct fac-
ulty member at the University of Wis-
consin Law School.

Her practice specializes in immi-
gration and naturalization law. She
has helped many clients obtain tem-
porary work visas and green cards as
well as citizenship.

Her current areas of focus include
labor certification, religious worker
visas, family immigration (including
adoption), marriage cases and green
cards for academics and scientific
researchers. She is a frequent lecturer
on immigration topics in Union
County.

The presentation will be held in the
Community Room of the library. All
programs at the library are free and
open to all interested participants.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township. Advance registra-
tion is encouraged. To reserve a spot,
individuals are asked to call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204, or to e-
mail library@scotlib.org with their
name and telephone number. For fur-
ther information or directions, call
(908) 322-5007.

NEWARK – The Division of Con-
sumer Affairs is stepping up its over-
sight of furniture retailers. Five furni-
ture retailers and have been cited for
violations have paid $17,000 in civil
penalties in the past two months.

“Furniture-related complaints tra-
ditionally spike in the spring and fur-
niture retailers will be under the scru-
tiny of our investigators,” Consumer
Affairs Director David Szuchman,
said. “We expect full compliance with
our laws and regulations, including
those that require specific disclosures
in consumer contracts and those re-

lated to the delivery of furniture.”
The Division has just produced a

new Consumer Brief for the public
that provides an overview of the laws
and regulations governing the sale
and delivery of furniture. The Con-
sumer Brief can be viewed at
n jconsumeraffa i r s .gov /br ie f /
buyfurniture.pdf.

The five stores that entered into
consent orders with the Division are
JAS Inc. of Irvington, Period Furni-
ture of Paramus, Sofa Bed Systems in
Linden (a.k.a. Room and Home Con-
temporary Furniture, Room and
Home Clearance Center and Room
and Home Furniture Gallery), Clas-
sic Furniture in Union and Crib World
of Morris Plains.

The retailers did not have the re-
quired “promise statement” specify-
ing the promised delivery date in their
consumer contracts, according to
Consumer Affairs officials. The re-
tailers also did not have the “choice
statement” that informs consumers
of their right to a refund or a new
delivery date if the original delivery
date is missed. The retailers also in-
cluded prohibited statements in their
consumer contracts about no refunds
or exchanges, officials said.

Under terms of the Consent Or-
ders, the retailers agreed to resolve
any consumer complaints forwarded
by the Division for 12 months, or if
a complaint cannot be resolved, to
submit the matter for binding arbi-
tration. The Division said it received
800 furniture and home furnishing-
related complaints in 2007, making
it the seventh largest complaint cat-
egory. Consumers can find a com-
plaint form on the Division’s
website, njconsumeraffairs.gov.
Complaints also can be submitted
by calling the Division at (800) 242-
5846 (within New Jersey) or (973)
504-6200.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Tuesday,
APRIL 21, 2009 for the following:

2009 FURNISHING AND DE-
LIVERY OF RADAR SPEED
SIGNS

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to ensure ex-
ecution of the contract.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.

Specifications may be seen or PICKED-
UP at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey. The Mayor
and Council reserve the right to reject any
bid, and to waive any informality in any bid,
if in the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 3/12/09, The Leader Fee: $33.66

Five Furniture Stores Pay
$17,000 for Violations

Hockey’s Casey and
Derek Take to the Ice
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Marty Sederman, au-
thor of children’s book “Casey and
Derek on the Ice” on Saturday, March
14, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

With their hockey team down a
goal and with one minute left to play,
Casey and Derek try to orchestrate an
unlikely come-from-behind victory.
Written in the same cadences as the
classic baseball poem, “Casey at the
Bat,” “Casey and Derek on the Ice”
has been called “a little treasure” by
The Toronto Star.

“Casey and Derek on the Ice” is
Ms. Sederman’s second children’s
book and was inspired by the count-
less hours she has spent watching her
sons, Casey and Derek, play hockey
and other team sports. She grew up in
western Massachusetts and currently
lives in New Providence.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). To reserve an autographed
copy, call (908) 233-3535.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

WESTFIELD $539,000
Spacious, pristine expanded Ranch
features 7 rooms and includes 4
Bedrooms, updated Kitchen,
Formal Dining Room, 200 amp
service, in-ground pool with new
vinyl liner and upgrades, newer
driveway and sprinkler system.

WESTFIELD $579,000
Lovely, renovated 6 room
Townhouse in premiere downtown
location, close to NYC transportation
and park also includes gleaming, new
and refinished hardwood floors
throughout.  Includes a Formal
Dining Room, Eat-In Kitchen, 2
Bedrooms and 2.1 baths.

WESTFIELD $650,000
Lovely Colonial with 7 rooms
includes 3 Bedrooms, 2 baths,
Living Room with wood-burning
fireplace, Formal Dining Room,
Eat-In Kitchen with separate
dining area and thermal windows
and doors.

SPRINGFIELD $495,000
Spacious Ranch in the Baltusrol
location is on a half acre lot.
Features a huge basement, open
floor plan, 3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths,
Family Room with fireplace and
sliders to private backyard, large
Eat-In Kitchen and a laundry room
on 1st floor.

CRANFORD $779,000
Spacious Victorian on 1/3 acre is
close to town and train.  Offers 12
rooms, 5 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, new
windows throughout, newer Butler’s
pantry, powder room and Kitchen
with stainless steel appliances and
Corian counters, updated electric
and large, wraparound front porch.

WESTFIELD $775,000
Lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is
“move in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, 2.1 baths, roof,
landscaping, driveway and more.
Beautiful refinished oak floors,
freshly painted interior and
exterior.  Neutral décor.

SCOTCH PLAINS $660,000
Circa 1785 center hall Colonial has
been lovingly cared for with so many
charming details.  Wide board
pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces,
Butler’s pantry, newer roof, large
screened porch.  Beautiful “country
setting”.  Approximately 1 acre of
level grounds framed by authentic
split rail fence.

WESTFIELD $699,000
This charming and bright Colonial
sold for 97% of its list price in only
37 days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and let them
design a personalized marketing plan
for your home.

Holly Cohen
• Top Volume Month of February
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Holly Cohen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Holly in, and she’ll bring results!
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REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2005

E mail: revaberger@aol.com

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Two lovely new homes to be built as soon as you decide that a wonderful NEW home is what you desire.
Located near a large park and convenient to town and schools we await your decisions on colors and
finishes......just the way you dreamed about it.  Custom built to your directions you can be assured these well
built and charming homes will offer the amenities and luxuries you have been waiting for all this time. The
beautiful flow of rooms starting with a lovely two story entry will create the ambiance you want.  Each home
will be a gracious center hall colonial on a quarter acre of land.  Each will have four or five bedrooms, three
baths, a kitchen adjacent to the family room and a fabulous master suite including an incredible master bath
and walk in closets. These are just some of the desirable offerings in these exceptional properties. We will be
happy to sit down with you to show you more about these terrific homes and help you lead the way to the
“house in your head”.  Call Reva Berger for more details.  WSF 0675 and 0674

BRAND NEW IN EXCELLENT WESTFIELD LOCATION

$1,189,000

CLASSIFIEDS

“You Gotta Have Faith”

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue •  908 233-5555

Westfield . . . Located on a quiet street with a park-like yard this well maintained & updated home
is ideally located, just a ½ mile from the downtown of Westfield. The home’s interior is brimming
with old world details. Chestnut woodwork, beautiful oak floors, a wood burning fireplace, and
built-in corner cabinet in the Dining Room are just some of the elegant appointments found in this
traditional Colonial. “Blue chip” properties like this one never last long on the market. Call today
for your appointment! Offered at: $599,000.

Open House Sunday, March 15th  1 to 4 pm
520 Dudley Court

“Blue Chip”

AFFORDABLE WSTFLD HOMES

Move-in, beautiful homes,
great neighborhoods, great
prices & rates. Free report:

WestfieldNJAffordableHomes.com
or (908) 233-9292 x5456

RE/MAX Properties Unlimited

DIVING COACH

Private, members-only club in
Westfield seeks an experienced
coach for our competitive dive
team. Position includes organizing
dive team practice for youth ages
6 to 15. Approximately
8 competitive meets as well as
Spirit Night and season-end
banquet dinner are included with
the schedule. Season goes mid-
June through end of July. Fun
environment and great added
benefits for a summer job!
DiveTeam@Nomahegan.net

HELP WANTED

Customer Service Rep for
Insurance Agency. Will be
responsible for data entry,
providing quotations, servicing
existing acct’s & handling phone
calls. Must be professional,
courteous & able to work
independently. Family owned
Agency w/friendly atmosphere.
Insurance Exp helpful, Spanish
speaking helpful. 30-35 hrs/wk.

Call (908) 322-5150

SINGLES MID-LIFE GROUP

( 40’s & 50’s)
Every 1st & 3rd Friday
First Baptist Church

170 Elm St., Westfield
Call (908) 233-2278 for info.

Next meeting: 3/20, 7pm Pediatric medical office
receptionist needed four days
per week. Good people skills a
must. Computer skills beneficial.
Position presently available.
Send resume to PO Box 1206,
Mountainside, NJ 07092-0206

RECEPTIONIST

CLEANING LADY

POLISH CLEANING LADY IS
LOOKING FOR APARTMENTS,

HOUSES, OFFICES.
GOOD REFERENCES AND

LONG EXPERIENCE.
(908) 327-1541

DIRECTOR OF SALES

Senior Executive Level
Multiple Income. NO Travel

Or Stress Int’l Growth.
Call Now (800) 587-9046 x4003

Don’t Believe It Don’t Call!

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

OFFICE RENTAL

WESTFIELD - Office in premier
downtown location w/ on-site
parking. Renovated space ideal
for therapist, attorney, or
accountant. Call (908) 301-9001

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

If you need someone reliable to
clean your house, apartment,
office or condo, you just found
one. I will take care of your house
with affection and responsibility.

I have great references.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call (973) 752-3011

Jana Madrini

ELDERLY CARE AVAILABLE

European lady with 8 years of
experience is looking for evenings
& weekends. Flexible hours.

References available.
Please call: (908) 313-2429

or (908) 232-2798 VIRTUAL OFFICE ASSISTANT

Cyber Office Assistant
Since 1998

Virtual Office/Personal Assistant.
An Extra Pair Of Hands Available
to Increase Productivity.

(908) 232-5191

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

HELP WANTED

Dispatcher for Westfield Rescue
Squad: 5 p.m. - 9 a.m., Monday -
Friday, plus weekends. In ex-
change for services, you receive
a large one-bedroom apt. plus
utilities. Applicants must be a
couple over 21. Familiarity with
Westfield geographic area a plus.
All training provided. Must be able
to move in and be fully trained by
May 1. Training time - approxi-
mately 3 weeks. Please respond
in writing to fax (732) 381 0193 or
e-mail wrs136@verizon.net

SUMMER TIME CHILDCARE

College senior from Scotch Plains
available during summer
months for childcare / tutoring.
Contact  Caitlin: (908) 405-6895

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman looking for
houses to clean.

Good Experience & References
(908) 687-9604
(908) 494-7218

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 3/17/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Traffic Signal Relamping North Region 2009, Various locations including and
North of Route 57, Counties of Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Bergen, Essex,

Hudson, Union and Part of Warren; 100% State; DP No: 09412

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117 within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/26/09, 3/5/09 and 3/12/09, The Leader Fee: $205.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on March 25,
2009 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 215 Forest Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 14 Lot
12, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by John&Maureen O’Halloran.

The applicant requests a roof over
masonary stoop which is in violation of:

Section 184-110.E.4 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Front yard setback; Permitted: 30 feet;
Present: 30.03 feet; Proposed: 26 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
John & Maureen O’Halloran

215 Forest Road
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 3/12/09, The Times Fee: $33.15
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This Is Westfield 200937th Annual Edition

Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement

Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation  •  5 Year Labor Warranty

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

908-232-1199
Residential •Commerical

License # 13VH03090400   Free Estimates • Fully Insured

SAVE WATER • SAVE ENERGY • SAVE ELECTRICITY

SAVE THE ENVIRONMENT

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

RENOVATIONS
KITCHENS

BATHS
BASEMENTS

908-370-7632
No Jobs Too Small       Fully Insured

Building Yesteryear Today

•Additions •Renovations

Kitchens & Baths

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

TILE
Repair

732-381-6635

Tune-Up your Grout and Caulk
for Sale of your Home

•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

* HEPA vacuum filters used in Interior & Exterior 

* Plastering               * Wood Stripping 95% to bear wood

* Window Cleaning              * Professional Skim Coating  

* Wallpaper Hanging & Removal            * Faux Painting

* Sheetrock & Spackling             * Gutter Cleaning

* Jobs Completed Neatly and Quickly   

* Free "on the spot" estimates        * House Restoration 

NJHIC #13VH04744100

Seasonal Lawn Maintenance

Landscape Design & Installation

Specializing in Interlocking Pavers

(732) 549-8155

Top Seed Landscaping - 20 Years Experience

         Fully Insured       NJHIC # 13VH03569700

Landscaping

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Porches • Kitchens

Renovations

Baths

908-654-3444

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) annual
fundraising gala will take place at
Shackamaxon Golf and Country Club
on April 18. Four-time gala chair,
former WSO board member and
longstanding supporter Jane Francz
will help the WSO board organize the
event.

“I am glad to assist the Symphony
Board of Directors with such a cru-
cial event,” Mrs. Francz said. “There
are very few suburban towns across
America with an orchestra of this
caliber. I have been constantly dazzled
over the years by its performances,
and I am delighted to help ensure that
Westfield and the surrounding com-
munity will have access to this fine
music for many years to come.”

Traditionally, as part of the
fundraising evening, the WSO hon-
ors and recognizes an individual or a
team of people that has made a sig-
nificant contribution to the symphony
and community.

This year, the WSO will honor both
the College Woman’s Club and Col-
lege Men’s Club of Westfield. These
clubs have been awarding scholar-
ships and grants annually for more
than 90 years to outstanding young

men and women from Westfield. An-
other outcome of the fundraising
evening will be the creation of a new
music scholarship for graduating se-
niors.

This year’s Spanish-themed gala,
Viva Flamenco, will include a cock-
tail reception, a gourmet dinner and
dancing to a 10-piece band. A high-
light of the evening will be a special
Flamenco performance by guest art-
ist Omayra Amaya, who recently
dazzled WSO audiences when she
partnered with WSO to retell the story
of Carmen in dramatic Flamenco
style.

A live auction, conducted by ac-
claimed charity auctioneer and New
Jersey Assemblyman Jon Bramnick,
will offer a variety of items, including
getaways to exotic locations, eclectic
New York dining and, of course, the
traditional opportunity to take Mae-
stro David Wroe’s baton and conduct
the Westfield Symphony itself – com-
plete with standing ovation.

WSO board members have put to-
gether a silent auction of items do-
nated by more than 70 local retailers,
restaurants and businesses.

The silent auction will run through-
out the evening, which will culminate
in the drawing of the winners for the
50-50 cash raffle. Raffle tickets may
be purchased at the symphony office,
and winners need not be present to
claim a prize.

Invitations and raffle tickets have
been mailed to WSO subscribers and
supporters, but attendance, which is
capped at 250 due to space constraints,
is open to the public. Invitations may
be obtained on a first-come, first-
served basis by calling the WSO of-
fice at (908) 232-9400.

Downtown WF Celebrates
Youth Art Month in March

WESTFIELD – For the 14th con-
secutive year, Westfield is celebrat-
ing the nationally acclaimed Youth
Art Month in March.

“During your next visit to down-
town Westfield, be sure to notice the
student artwork, including paintings,
drawings, sculpture and painted fur-
niture,” said Trish Cheek, secretary
of the Westfield Public Schools’ Fine
Arts Department and coordinator of
the Youth Art Month program.

Designed by approximately 600
students from Westfield’s 10 public
schools, these projects are displayed
by 59 downtown merchants, who
volunteered their window space for
the month of March.

In the Westfield Public Schools,
Youth Art Month is traditionally des-
ignated to showcase the diversity of
artistic talent of students.

“It is not a competition, but a time
to celebrate the creative work of our
children,” said Linda King, supervi-
sor of Fine Arts for the Westfield
Public Schools. “The artwork repre-
sents children of all levels of age and
ability. It is chosen by our art teachers
for various reasons: work ethic, com-
mitment to the project at hand, profi-
ciency, emotional uplifting and ap-
propriate medium for the chosen store.

“It is not meant to be critiqued from
year to year,” she added. “It is to be
admired and appreciated as a month
to celebrate the arts and the wonder-
ful creations of our many talented
students. I am honored and pleased
with the work of our dedicated edu-
cators, the children whose work is
displayed, and the many supporting
community members who give of their
valuable time to make this event oc-
cur each year.”

McKinley Elementary art teacher

Alison Hooper-Korkuch said, “It feels
great to see the teamwork between
the schools, volunteer parents, and
the downtown merchants.”

SPRING FORWARD...Trent Johnson
will premiere his new work for so-
prano, chorus and orchestra, In Hom-
age of Spring, this weekend. See pg. 20.

Run for Your Wife
Auditions Start 3/25

SUMMIT – Auditions for the Stony
Hill Players’ production of Run for
Your Wife by Ray Cooney will be held
at the Oakes Center, located at 120
Morris Avenue, at the corner of Russell
Place in Summit.

Auditions will take place on Mon-
day, March 23, and Wednesday, March
25, at 7:30 p.m. The production is
scheduled for May 29 through 31 and
June 5 through 7. There are parts avail-
able for five men and three women. To
learn more, call (908) 464-6879.

WF Student Makes
Holy Cross Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Sean Hager, a sec-

ond-year student at the College of the
Holy Cross, has been named to the
dean’s list for the first semester of the
2008-2009 academic year.

He is the son of Mary Poon and
Russell Hager of Westfield. Sean
majors in sociology.

WSO Announces Annual
Fundraising Gala, April 18

Hillringhouse to Read
Poetry at Carriage House

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to at-
tend a free poetry reading by distin-
guished poet Mark Hillringhouse on
Tuesday, March 17, at 8 p.m.

The reading will take place in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall.

Mr. Hillringhouse has won three po-
etry fellowships from the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts. As a working
freelance writer, his many articles, es-
says, interviews and reviews have ap-
peared in numerous publications, in-
cluding New Jersey Monthly, The New
York Times and The Chicago Tribune.

Currently teaching in the English
Department at Passaic County Com-
munity College, he has served as poetry
coordinator for the William Carlos
Williams Center for the Performing
Arts.

Mr. Hillringhouse was a founding
editor of The American Poetry Review
and a contributing editor at The New

York Arts Journal. As a poet with the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Program,
he has lead writing workshops, worked
as a poet-in-the-schools and served as a
“Waterloo Poetry Festival” staff assis-
tant for 10 festivals.

An open mic will follow the featured
performance. Audience members are
encouraged to wear green for St.
Patrick’s Day and bring a poem of their
own to share in the open reading. For
information, call (908) 889-7223 or
(908) 889-5298. For online directions
and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

WF’s Hewit Makes
Clemson Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Leanne Hewit, a

2007 Westfield High School gradu-
ate, made the dean’s list at Clemson
University for the fall semester 2008.

She is the daughter of David and
Carol Hewit of Westfield.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Musicales to Feature
WSO String Quartet
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, continues its series of
Mid-Day Musicales featuring
Westfield-related musicians concerts
with a program by the Westfield Sym-
phony String Quartet at noon on
Wednesday, March 18. These free,
half-hour concerts are followed by an
optional soup-and-sandwich lun-
cheon available in the church’s social
hall for $6.

The Westfield Symphony String
Quartet members are Anton Miller
and Sebu Sirinian, violins; Joel Rudin,
viola; and Eliot Bailen, cello. All
have had major careers in solo, cham-
ber music and orchestral venues, and
performed across the United States,
Europe and Asia.

Their program on the 18th will
feature the Dvorak String Quartet No.
12 in F Major, nicknamed
the”American” Quartet. For further
information or to make reservations,
call (908) 233-2494.
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NWK Museum Celebrates
Centennial with Unbounded

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEWARK – The Newark museum is
celebrating its centennial anniversary
throughout 2009. A part of the celebra-
tion is a new exhibit, Unbounded: New
Art For A New Century, that seeks to
explore arts definition in an age of
globalization.

The exhibit consists of the work of
four different curators, Westfield’s
Christa Clarke, arts of Africa specialist;
Ulysses Grant Dietz, decorative arts
specialist; Katherine Anne Paul, arts of
Asia specialist, and American art spe-
cialist Beth Venn.

The curators’ diverse specialties are
just one of many ways in which this
exhibit portrays the eclecticism that is
analogous to contemporary art.

Mrs. Clarke believes that the ad-
vances made in technology throughout
the past century have directly affected
art. Mrs. Clarke remarked, “Art has
always had global defi-
nitions and perspectives,
but in this century, we are
able to think more glo-
bally because of the ad-
vent of technology, ev-
erything is so assessable.”

Touching more spe-
cifically on their relation-
ship, Mrs. Clarke added,
“There is a greater trans-
portation of ideas, spe-
cifically from the
Internet, which allows for
artists to draw from many
traditions.”

Artists chosen for Un-
bounded: New Art For A
New Century exemplify
just that. The exhibit showcases current
work from more than 40 artists from
different countries and backgrounds.
Each artist’s work is also unique. Dif-
ferent styles, materials, presentations
and messages are used throughout the
exhibit.

Allison McCartney, an employee of
the Newark Museum, wrote that the
“Museum’s definition of contempo-
rary art is broad and inclusive.” This
exhibit illustrates that definition by
showcasing a variety of works in the
exhibit. Quilts, sculptures, electronics
paintings, videos, and photographs are
all a part of Unbounded.

For example, Jim Campbell’s piece,
Home Movies, combines custom elec-
tronics, LEDs and wire. Mr. Campbell
enlarged the pixels on his old home
videos so the viewer cannot see the
actual images, just black, white and
grey shadows.

The pictures and movements pro-
jected from the videos become what the
viewer makes of it; what he or she
thinks they see. In this way, Mr.
Campbell uses new technology to com-
ment on his personal history and the
fuzziness of human memory. Technol-
ogy enabled Mr. Campbell to create
and extend a new narrative and a new
personal history from an old one.

It is interesting because artists are
still exploring the same things that have
always interested them, but technology
has enabled them to translate their vi-
sions in different ways.

Next to Mr. Campbell’s piece hangs
a seemingly classic American quilt by
artist Sandy Benjamin-Hannibal, titled
Potholders and Dervishes Plus. The
quilt is sewn in the same fashion as a
traditional American quilt but is pieced
together using bright African fabric. In
this way, the artist comments on her
American nationality and African heri-
tage by using an African fabric to give
a contemporary perspective on a tradi-
tional form.

With the two pieces hung in juxtapo-
sition, the viewer can clearly see how
the exhibit incorporates a variety of
medians and traditions to define con-
temporary art.

According to Mrs. Clarke, when this
diverse group of work is showcased

together, “the differences
in the art makes unex-
pected connections.”
These unexpected con-
nections bring together
different histories and
cultures to ultimately
transcend previous stig-
matized categorizations.

For example, both Mr.
Campbell and Ms. Ben-
jamin-Hannibal’s works
have a clear connection
because they both focus
on their personal history
in different ways.

Mr. Campbell’s piece
manipulates technology
to comment on the faulti-

ness of memory, while Ms. Benjamin-
Hannibal’s work pieces together tradi-
tional concepts and fabrics to comment
on the eclecticism of today’s society.
Using history as a focus, they both use
the past to comment on the present. A
sense of connectedness, inclusion and
broadmindedness are pervasive themes
in the contemporary art on exhibit.

Unbounded exhibits art made in
the past 15 years in an attempt to
showcase the definition of contem-
porary art. In this definition of con-
temporary art, technology plays a vi-
tal role in the ideas presented, the
source of those ideas and the medium
used.

Technology has enabled art to be
more complex, more connected, more
limitless in its possibilities. Un-
bounded: New Art For A New Cen-
tury not only celebrates the Newark
Museum’s centennial anniversary but
the industrial revolutions as well.

To learn more, see
newarkmuseum.org.

Edison’s Annie Knows Sun
Will Come Out Tomorrow

STARS OF ‘TOMORROW’…Performers from the cast of Annie, which will run
March 19, 20, and 21, take a break from rehearsals. Performances will take place
at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield.  Tickets will be available at the door.

WESTFIELD – The world’s most
celebrated orphan takes center stage
as the Edison Intermediate School (EIS)
presents a production of Annie.

Deserted in a hard-knock orphanage
run by the less-than-kind Miss
Hannigan, (Megan Mulrooney), Annie,
(Maria Hershey) escapes to an easier
life outside during the Great Depres-
sion, where tomorrow is always brighter
because of hope.

Annie is returned to the orphanage
only to escape once again, this time on
the arm of lovely Grace Farrell, (Maura
Heinbokel) a billionaire’s secretary.

It just so happens that Daddy
Warbucks, (Matt Lynn) capitalist com-
plete, wants to entertain an orphan for
Christmas. And entertain he does.

The rest of the holiday and musical is
a whirl of adventure as Annie charms
Warbucks, F.D.R. (Rob Cassie) and the
entire country. And at the end, a Merry
Christmas is had by all, as Annie is
adopted by Warbucks. Of course, the
holiday is not so merry for Hannigan
and her conniving partners in crime,
Rooster and Lily St. Regis (Mike
Kirkland and Hannah Painter).

Upbeat numbers include “Tomor-
row,” “Easy Street,” “N.Y.C.” and

“You’re Never Fully Dressed Without a
Smile,” performed by both the orphans
(Anna Bloomfield, Cali Chambliss,
Jennifer DeCandia, Amanda Durante,
Catherine Frey, Hannah Knighton,
Desirae Miller, Erica Millwater, Megan
Pina, Katie Rembisz, Alison Sprung,
Kaila Vannoy and Stephanie Wells) as
well as by Bert Healy (Fraser Weist)
and the lovely Boylan Sisters (Emma
Lysek, Sarah Seitz and Isabelle
Smelkinson) and many others.

David Shapiro directs the play. Nancy
Schoenberger serves as musical direc-
tor. Kristine Smith-Morasso is the ac-
companist. Michael Altmann, Kim
Lorenzini and Alex Lasker are techni-
cal directors, along with student sup-
port. Mallory Applebaum choreo-
graphs. Set designers Dan Black and
Kate Sudia lead a talented crew.

Annie will be presented on Thurs-
day, March 19 at 4 p.m. for elementary
school students and senior citizens. All
tickets for this show are $5.

Tickets for the evening performances
on Friday and Saturday, March 20 and
21, will go on sale beginning on Tues-
day, March 10, at 3 p.m. in the EIS
auditorium lobby. Ticket prices are $8
advanced sale and $10 at the door.

Sederman’s ‘Casey’ Scores With Fans

FINALLY JOY IN
MUDVILLE...Mother of “Mighty”
Casey and Derek, Marty Sederman,
will greet fans on Saturday.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Hockey fans of all
ages who stood and cheered for Derek
as he blasted in an OT game-winning
goal in the recently released picture
book “Casey and Derek On the Ice”
will have a chance to meet the real
boys’ mother this weekend.

New Providence resident Marty
Sedeman will be at
The Town Book
Store Saturday late
morning to chat
with puck fans and
readers alike.

Written in rhyme
similar to the clas-
sic baseball poem,
“Casey at the Bat”
weaves all the nail-
biting, stomach-
gripping and heart-
thumping excite-
ment and suspense
of the last few sec-
onds of a youth
hockey game into
this delightful read.

That the names of the boys in the title
– Casey and Derek – happen to be the
names of Mrs. Sederman’s two sons
makes the book even more enjoyable.

It’s not the first time Mrs. Sederman
has named her book’s characters after
her sons.

Her first book, “The Magic Box:
When Parents Can’t Be There to Tuck
You In,” was written to help Casey deal
with his father’s frequent absences for
work.

“Luckily, I got it published, but un-
luckily, I was foolish enough to use
Casey’s name as the main character,”
she said.

By the time he was in kindergarten,
several years later, Derek was asking
his mother to write a book about him.

“[He] had recently started playing
hockey and was totally excited about
the sport. So one day, the idea of a
‘Casey at the Bat’-type of story for
hockey players crossed my mind,” she
continued.

It was easier said than done.
“Derek and Casey had to have

equally important roles in the story,”
she said, “and they had to have equiva-
lent ‘airtime.’”

“It just wasn’t good enough for one
to score the tying goal and one to score
the winning goal,” she continued. “Each
character had to be ‘talked about’ in the

story about the same amount.”
At first, Mrs. Sederman thought

she would write a book entitled
“Derek on the Ice,” but the title lacked
the connection to the famous “Casey
at the Bat” that she wanted to estab-
lish.

And if she were writing a book about
Derek, she could not very well call it
“Casey on the Ice.”

“Quickly, the
game-plan became
clear,” she contin-
ued. “I’d [call it]
‘Casey and Derek
on the Ice’ and never
use either of their
names again if I ever
got another book
published.”

Casey and Derek,
as well as Mrs.
Sederman’s hus-
band, Rob, served
as her in–house cri-
tique group and pro-
vided feedback
prior to submitting

the manuscript to publishers.
It was Mr. Sederman who encour-

aged her to write a penalty shot into the
book.

Illustrator Zachary Pullen’s photo-
graphs capture the essence of the play-
ers.

Now in eighth and sixth grade, re-
spectively, Casey and Derek are way
beyond the picture-book stage of their
lives, but that doesn’t keep them from
being proud of their author–mother.

“[They] know this book was impor-
tant to me and have been very support-
ive,” she said.

Mrs. Sederman holds a degree in
economics from Williams College and
a Masters of Business Administra-
tion from Harvard University.

She has worked as a market researcher
and analyst, as well as a management
consultant for consumer products com-
panies.

In addition to watching countless
hours of hockey, she also plays defense
on two women’s ice hockey teams – the
Renegades, out of the Twin Oaks Ice
Rink in Morristown, and the Beacon
Hill Club in Summit.

Mrs. Sederman will be signing cop-
ies of “Casey and Derek on the Ice” at
The Town Book Store on Saturday,
March 14, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, contact The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535.

WHY CAN’T YOU BEHAVE...? Petruchio’s (Peter Surace, right) request for
Kate’s hand in marriage is well received by her father,  Senor Baptista (Garrett
Verdone), but Kate (Catalina Gaglioti, left) is horrified at the prospect. The
Westfield High School (WHS) production of Kiss Me, Kate will take place in the
WHS Auditorium. Show times are Thursday, Friday, Saturday, March 12, 13 and
14, at 7:30 p.m. Tickets ($10) are now on sale. For information and tickets, call the
WHS Box Office at (908) 301-0391 or e-mail whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader/Times

WESTFIELD – Some call Neil
Simon’s Fools a “romantic comedy,”
others a “comic fable.” Whatever moni-
ker it goes by, Westfield Community
Players’ (WCP) version, which opened
Saturday night, is good, old-fashioned
silliness.

There’s an unsubstantiated story that
while Simon was going through a di-
vorce in 1980, part of the settlement for
his wife was money from his next play.
So, he supposedly composed a pur-
posefully weak play, Fools, a two-act
romantic turkey that closed on Broad-
way after a mere month of perfor-
mances.

Judging from the laughter emanat-
ing from the in-
timate theater
on opening
night of the
WCP’s version
of the 1981
show, this “tur-
key” struck a
number of
funny bones.
You can’t al-
ways believe
what you hear
(or read).

The silly
story begins
with Leon
Stephonovitch
To l c h i n s k y
(David Gazzo), a new schoolmaster in
a little Ukrainian village in the 1800s,
who has been hired to tutor a 21-year-
old girl.

The entire town has lived under a
curse of “chronic stupidity” for more
than 200 years. What the new school-
master does not know about the job is
that if he does not educate her within
the 24 hours of his arrival, he will
become as stupid as the rest of the town.

Right from the top of the show,
schoolmaster Leon breaks what actors
call “the fourth wall” to speak directly
to the audience. The lights dim, a spot-
light casts a glow on him, and he shares
what he calls his “private thoughts.”

He confesses to the audience that
he’s both excited and nervous about his
assignment and is worried about how
stupid they all are.

A delightful set designed by Bill
McMeekan boasts a towering castle of
the evil Count Gregor Yousekevitch

WCP Turn’s Comedy Into ‘Fools Gold’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

(Peter Curley) in the distance and a
foldout wall providing the interior of
the house of Dr. Nikolai Zubritsky
(Dickson Lane) and Mrs. Lenya
Zubritsky (JoAnne Lemenille) and their
21-year-old daughter Sophia Irena
Elenya Zubritsky (Vikki Massulli).

Along with Leon, the audience be-
comes drawn into this fantastical land,
reminiscent of the enchanting
Brigadoon.

These townspeople are good-natured
morons who are aware of their mental
limitations. Overacting is the key to
what makes all this silliness work.

Director Maurice Moran has bor-
rowed bits of melodrama, reminiscent
of Perils of Pauline, complete with an
old-time villain that could be Snidely

W h i p l a s h ’s
(Dudley Do-
Right/“Rocky
a n d
Bullwinkle”
reference) Eu-
ropean cousin.

But by taking
the folktale-like
plot seriously,
Mr. Moran has
made the char-
acters come to
life as three-di-
m e n s i o n a l ,
n o n - c a r i c a -
tures.

P l a y i n g
schoolmaster

Leon, bespectacled David Grazzo is
Woody Allen-esque with slouched
stance and slight build. He portrays the
intelligent Russian who is struck dumb
at the sight of the dimwitted Sophia.
She, who is played marvelously by
Vickki Massulli, is the quintessential
clueless-yet-cute creature that cannot
add one plus one.

The most brilliant scene of the show
involves Sophia’s father, Dickson Lane,
with his booming voice, professorial
demeanor and dashing moustache jux-
taposed with the mother, JoAnne
Lemenille, whose wide-eyed brainless-
ness shows in Betty White-like inno-
cence.

Their comic timing and deadpan de-
livery merited belly laughs from the
packed opening night audience.

Simon’s nonsensical play is saved,
(as well as the town) because it is well
cast, adorably acted and smartly di-
rected.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader / The Times
‘PLAYING THE FOOL...’ Townspeople in
Fools pray that the schoolmaster will be able to
educate Sophia, thereby lifting the curse of
“chronic stupidity.”

Behind Quiet Veils of the Blue
Willow, 2001

Red Weldon Sandlin
Earthenware, wood, paint

26 x 12 ½ x 10 ½ in

I am very pleased to announce to all my clients,
customers and friends, my recent affiliation
with the Burgdorff ERA Westfield Office.
As a Broker/Sales Associate with Burgdorff ERA,
I will continue to offer the highest quality
real estate services and programs with one of the
largest and most respected Realtors® in the state.

Please feel free to call me on my direct line
908-518-5291, my cell phone 908-468-0252,
or email me at janice-tittel@burgdorff.com

Rely on me when you need the services of a dedicated
professional who will exceed your expectations.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065
www.burgdorff.comOwned and Operated by NRT LLC.

JANICE TITTEL
has made a great move!

Broker/Sales Associate
“A Proven Professional”

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House
Sunday, March 15th, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield,
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.g g

Presented by Elegant Homes Realty

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a 
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus 
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry, 
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators to each f loor 

and two underground parking spaces per unit.
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Six Strings Equals
Heroic Crossroads Show

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — On Saturday night,
Crossroads in Garwood witnessed the
re-arrival of guitarists Glenn
Alexander and Jane Getter, billed as
Six String Heroes. The two lived up
to the name, as they combined their
guitar prowess to play with the power
of a locomotive and leap across fret
boards in a single bound.

Mr. Alexander, a transplanted Kan-
san who now calls Westfield home,
began the show with laid-back stage
banter, warning the audience to “be-
ware of flying bad notes,” as the group
only had one two-hour rehearsal the
previous evening.

The duo, backed by bassist Chulo
Gatewood and drummer Tobias
Ralph, then launched into an
Alexander original called “Primal
Need,” which mixed Stevie Ray
Vaughan-like strumming with a
funky backbeat. Both guitarists took
solos, with Ms. Getter playing a
fast-paced, bluesy solo and Mr.
Alexander favoring longer, more
piercing notes.

Mr. Alexander and Ms. Getter also
harmonized well on the song, though
they took things too far when both
popped the high E strings on their

guitars. This forced Mr. Ralph and
Mr. Gatewood to stall (a task they
performed admirably) while the gui-
tar duo changed strings.

Once repairs were complete, Mr.
Alexander and Ms. Getter switched
into a long blues jam called “Evil
Molecules,” in which they frequently
“dueled” with one another onstage,
trading licks back and forth.

Following that, Mr. Alexander
turned the show over to Ms. Getter,
who performed some of her own origi-
nals, beginning with “Know You.”
While the song was fine musically, it
was hampered by having only a few,
rapidly sung lines, which unfortunately
showed Ms. Getter’s flat vocals.

Ms. Getter fared better with a newer
song, “Light of Understanding,” a
poppier ballad, and the instrumental
“Spool,” which erupted with crunchy
blues-rock riffs. Ms. Getter consis-
tently showed herself to be an excel-
lent guitarist, able to not speed through
the frets but know just the right notes
to hit without trying to play them all.

However, her ability was slightly
dimmed by her frequent equipment
checks during songs (though Mr.
Alexander was also guilty of this) and
her need for a music stand.

As for Mr. Alexander, he returned

with an excellent story song, “F5,”
about the tornadoes he dealt with
growing up in Wichita, Kan.

He said that, “People always think
this song’s about a big nasty
woman…I kinda like that better.”

As the group began the song, people
could easily apply both meanings, as
the guitars wailed and howled, creat-
ing the musical equivalent of both
forces. And, though, as with many of
the evening’s songs, the group
jammed a bit too long, everyone was
impressed by it.

The night’s finale was an untitled
new song, which had a slightly jazzier
feel, with some impressive, organ-
like guitar work from Ms. Getter be-
fore she and Mr. Alexander moved
back to dueling guitars. The song
concluded with a drum solo that
caused people’s ribs to vibrate inside
their chests – a fine ending to a show
that seemed barely contained by the
power of the Six String Heroes.

Catch Glenn Alexander’s Farm
Funk League at Crossroads on March
21, at 7 p.m. Awkward Silence opens
at 6 p.m.

More on Mr. Alexander and Ms.
Getter, including CDs and dates, can
be found on glennalexander.com and
janegetter.com.

Discover Rarities by the Masters
In Oratorio Singers Concert

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Because the stan-
dard choral literature is heard frequently,
composer and conductor Trent Johnson
likes to perform what he calls “great
pieces that aren’t so common.” Mr.
Johnson, music director at First United
Methodist Church in Westfield and
music director of the Oratorio Singers
of Westfield, will lead the Oratorio
Singers in a concert that exemplifies
this philosophy.

On Sunday at 3 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, they will sing Franz
Schubert’s Mass in G Major, Ludwig
van Beethoven’s “Christ on the Mount
of Olives” and the world premiere of
Mr. Johnson’s “In Homage of Spring.”
The concert is part of the Oratorio
Singers’ 29th season.

The Schubert and Beethoven will
feature orchestra, chorus, soprano
Rachel Rosales, tenor Mark Bleeke
(who grew up in Westfield) and bari-
tone Lawrence Craig, while Mr.
Johnson’s newest work is written for
orchestra, chorus and soprano.

Mr. Johnson planned the program
knowing that the Oratorio Singers
have not performed anything by
Schubert or Beethoven in the past
few years, and both of the pieces on
Sunday’s program require the same
number of soloists. Then, marking
the fourth premiere that he will con-
duct with the ensemble, he composed
“In Homage of Spring” for this con-
cert.

“The Mass in G is one of
[Schubert’s] most beautiful choral
works. It is a sweet, beautiful piece,
and I haven’t heard it too often on
concert programs,” Mr. Johnson said.

“Christ on the Mount of Olives” is
Beethoven’s only oratorio, and the most
famous excerpt is the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” which acts as the final affirmation.

“[This oratorio] is quite a dramatic
work. I hear a lot of early Beethoven
and his personality in the music,” Mr.
Johnson said. The three main charac-
ters are Jesus, the angel and Peter, and
the first chorus is a chorus of angels.

“The chorus has just a few interjec-
tions, but a few of the most interest-
ing interjections are the men in the
chorus. The men portray the soldiers
and disciples, so there are some dra-
matic moments when the soldiers en-
ter to arrest Jesus and when the dis-
ciples are surprised at the coming of
the soldiers,” Mr. Johnson said.

The world premiere, “In Homage
of Spring,” is a three-movement piece
that expresses the beauty of spring.
Mr. Johnson set the music to “Spring”
and “God’s Grandeur,” two poems by

THE IDES HAVE IT...The Oratorio Singers of Westfield will present Beethoven’s
Christ on the Mount of Olives, Schubert’s Mass in G Major and a première of a new
work for soprano, chorus and orchestra, Trent Johnson’s In Homage of Spring,
at 3 p.m. this Sunday, March 15, in the sanctuary of the First United Methodist
Church (FUMC), located at One East Broad Street in Westfield.

the priest Gerard Manley Hopkins,
and the poetic essay “Love” by Khalil
Gibran, from “The Prophet,” a book
that he wrote in 1923.

“I thought that these three poems
together could form a short suite that
depicted some of the sights, sounds and
imagery of spring,” Mr. Johnson said.

When composing the music, he
used colorful orchestration, includ-
ing the glockenspiel and snare drum,
for painting the meaning of the text.
“People have told me that my musical
language is very accessible yet, at the
same time, sounds contemporary,”
Mr. Johnson said. “Of course, ‘con-
temporary’ has different meanings
for different people, but I think people
listening to my music for the first
time have a tendency to ‘get it.’”

Sykes Chats with Leader/ Times,
Readies for Rahway Performance
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Emmy Award-winning
entertainer and comedienne Wanda
Sykes told The Westfield Leader and
The Times in an exclusive interview she
is excited to return to her “first love,”
standup. The TV and movie star is
scheduled to perform Thursday, March
19, at the Union County Performing
Arts Center, part of a 2009 cross-coun-
try comedy tour.

Sykes has been called “the poster
child for gay and black in America”
after publicizing her marriage to an-
other woman at a rally in Las Vegas last
November, a week after Proposition 8 –
a California ballot initiative to restrict
the definition of marriage to opposite-
sex couples – passed.

Although in the past she has incorpo-
rated her personal life into her standup,
Sykes said she “tries to keep it sepa-
rate.”

“On stage,” she said, “I talk a lot
about social issues and policies and
things that have happened to me.”

Sykes said she will not focus on her
orientation, but she will discuss her
relationship. “It gives me another box
to pull from,” she said. “Relationships
are something everyone can relate to.
You know, like trying not to kill each
other.”

In writing material for her new tour,
Sykes said, “I’m not really trying to
send a certain message. [After Califor-
nia passed Proposition 8], I did the most
important thing – to be publicly open.
After, I had a lot of people come up to
me and say that’s really helped them.”

Sykes said of her 2009 tour, “There
is a lot going on today. A lot of new
material, a new president, the economy.”

Her last popular standup was in 2006,
“Wanda Sykes: Sick and Tired,” part of
a HBO comedy special. She joked about

such topics as politics, gay marriage,
health care, racial profiling and the
pressures of being a woman.

Sykes insisted that she does not try to
be politically charged.

“My goal is to be funny. Standup, to
me, is not [about sending] some type of
a message, but to point out hypocrisy. If
I think of something that’s funny and
gives an audience a different way of
looking at things, that’s cool, but I
wanna be funny.”

Sykes is not only a funny woman on

stage but has been a writer and actor on
various television shows and movies.

Most notably, Sykes was a perma-
nent character on “Curb Your Enthusi-
asm,” wrote and acted on “Chappelle’s
Show” and co-starred in Bruce Almighty
and Monster-In-Law.

Currently, Sykes can be seen on “The
New Adventures of Old Christine.”

“Standup is my first love; it’s what got
me doing TV and movies,” she said. “I
need that outlet; it’s very exciting with
everything that’s going on out there now.”

Kiss Me,Kate
W E S T F I E L D  H I G H  S C H O O L  T H E AT E R  D E PA R T M E N T

P R O U D LY  P R E S E N T S

Based on Shakespeare’s 
The Taming of the Shrew “Brush up your Shakespeare, 

start quoting him now.”

Westfield High School
550 Dorian Road

March 12, 13 & 14, 2009 at 7:30 P.M.
All Tickets $10. Reserved Seating.

Call: 908-301-0931 
or email: whstickets@westfieldnjk12.org

Tickets also available at the door.

Wanda Sykes Chats with The Leader/ Times

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘STRINGS THEORY’...Glenn Alexander, left, is joined by fellow guitarist Jane Getter and bassist Chulo Gatewood at
Crossroads. For Mr. Alexander, who has worked with Max Weinberg & the Max Weinberg 7, Southside Johnny & The Asbury
Jukes, Constantine Maroulis (“American Idol”), Bob Dylan, Michael Bolton and Elvis Costello, the event marked a homecoming.
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Investigative Consultants International

Private
Investigative

Services

icinj.com

231 North Avenue
Suite 302
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-9185 tel
(908) 789-4681 fax

email: mboyle@icinj.com

Our clients are as varied in size
and type as the investigative
services that they require.

They include New Jersey, na-
tional and multi-national law
firms and corporations.

For New Jersey based law firms
and corporations, we frequently
serve as coordinator for multi-
state or international investiga-
tions.

Call us.
We’ll assist you.

Michael Boyle

http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.icinj.com/
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Someone’s Looking

Have them look at you.
We’ll put your message here for hundreds of thousands to see.

www.goleader.com/online
(908) 232-4407

sales@goleader.com

http://www.goleader.com/online
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This Is Westfield2009 37th Annual Edition
coming in May

Reserve Your Advertising Space Now

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield with the
newspaper and it is published on this website. It is a year-round reference for resi-
dents and a gift for newcomers in the area. This Is Westfield features the region’s
business, education, civic, government and cultural organizations.

It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town. (See detailed
order information at www.goleader.com/tiw).

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

see www.goleader.com/tiw

Questions? Contact:
sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

(Place your Ad order now before the March 15 deadline)

http://www.goleader.com/tiw



