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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
PRESIDENT IN NEW JERSEY...President Barack Obama attended the PNC
Arts Center in Holmdel with 17,000 attendees last Thursday in a Democratic
Party campaign stump for the re-election of New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine.
See goleader.com/photos.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
TRIUMPH...Republican Governor-elect Chris Christie and his Lieutenant Gov-
ernor running mate, Kim Guadagno, salute the crowd at their election headquar-
ters in Parsippany Tuesday night following their victory over Governor Jon
Corzine.

Courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
PROUD AND THANK YOU...Jefferson School’s Pack 673 Cub Scouts, waving
American Flags and holding handmade signs, were eager to thank the returning
troops of the 102nd Cavalry during the parade last Saturday in Westfield.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader
WHAT’S IN A NAME?…The Jolly Trolley in Westfield, long a landmark, has
been renamed The Office Bar & Grill and is currently undergoing renovations.
The staff, however, will remain the same. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lauren
Bianco; Alexandra Gill, general manager; Margaret Carr, the original founder
of the restaurant; Aliya Robbins and Heather Pizzella.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CLASS OF 2009…Members of Westfield High School’s Class of 2009 gather on
Monday in the Armory for graduation ceremonies. Principal Peter Renwick
delivers remarks to the class, center, and retiring English teacher and coach
Ronald Barner, who has been teaching in Westfield for 34 years, prepares to say
goodbye at left.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FACEOFF...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, left, and challenger Bill Brennan,
candidates for Westfield mayor in the General Election on Tuesday, November 3,
make their points for the attendees and viewers at the Candidates Forum, aired
on Westfield Cable TV36, Monday night at the municipal building sponsored by
The Westfield Leader and the League of Women Voters.
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July
Westfield

Standard and Poor’s awarded
Westfield its highest rating, AAA, for
creditworthiness. Likening the honor
to a restaurant receiving a four-star
rating in The New York Times, Finance
Policy Chairman Sal Caruana said the
AAA rating would “save the town thou-
sands of dollars in financing costs.”

The planning board approved the
land-use element of the town’s master
plan.

Democrat candidate Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter bowed out of the race
for a Second Ward council seat, citing
concerns about the time commitment
required.

Westfield’s governing body ear-
marked $50,000 to Conrail for equip-
ment for a quiet zone at the Rahway
Avenue railway grade crossing to miti-
gate train-whistle noise in the area.

Former six-term Westfield Council-
man Jim Hely was sworn in as the
newest member of the state Superior
Court, Union County bench, during a
ceremony at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
urged the public to be vigilant after a
string of cat burglaries occurred in the
area.

Former Westfield resident Karida
Winkler, 34, and one of her roommates
were killed in what authorities have
described as execution-style murders
in the victims’ Atlanta, Ga.-area apart-
ment. Several men were arrested in
connection with the crime.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Party Chairman Dick

Samuel, alleging that the township
council had held its municipal budget
deliberations mostly in secret, filed a
complaint in state Superior Court re-
questing that the ordinance creating a
sewer utility as well as the 2009 town-
ship budget be voided, and that Mayor
Nancy Malool be declared disqualified
from holding the mayor’s office.

The township council unveiled two
environmental ordinances to comply
with state regulations to prevent the
discharge of solids into municipal storm
sewers and ensure proper handling of
dumpsters and refuse containers.

A car crashed into the Forest Road

side of the Scotch Plains Library, caus-
ing damage to the children’s reading
room. Police are investigating why the
vehicle turned from Bartle Avenue onto
Forest Road before hitting the library,
which was open at the time. No one
inside the library was injured.

Fanwood
It was announced that LaGrande Park

baseball fields would be closed for two
weeks beginning September 28 for plug
aeration, topsoil dressing and over-seed-
ing.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the  coun-
cil discussed using unspent surplus from
previous bond measures to fund up-
coming capital projects.

Mountainside
The board of education focused on

the resignation of Director of Special
Education Mary Humphries. Charles
Bryant was hired to replace Ms.
Humphries as interim director. Chief
School Administrator Jeannette Baubles
said she would explore making the di-
rector part of a shared-services posi-
tion.

Garwood
Residents questioned the mayor and

council about roadwork and building
projects in the borough.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved a five-year,
$421,000 contract with Illinois-based
Kemper Sports Management to pro-
vide golf-course management at Union
County’s two public courses, Gallop-
ing Hill in Union and Ashbrook in
Scotch Plains.

Officials said golf operating losses
were $500,000 and $700,000 in 2007
and 2008, respectively. The freehold-
ers had approved the closing of Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark earlier this
year due to what officials said was an
operating deficit of $410,000.

County officials said they would pur-
sue a scaled-down version of the im-
provements to the dog park at Echo
Lake Park in Westfield/Mountainside.

The New Providence Borough Coun-
cil voted 4-3 to sell Oakwood Park and
the River Walkway property to Union
County for one dollar in exchange for
the county to build a $3.5-million sports
complex that would include football/
soccer fields, baseball diamonds and
two new field houses.

Regional
A year-long construction project got

underway to replace the 103-year-old
county-owned Springfield Avenue
Bridge, located near the Cranford Ca-
noe Club.

Hyatt Hills Golf Complex employ-
ees were left wondering what would
become of the course after General
Motors Corporation transferred the as-
set to Motors Liquidations to sell off
the land as it sought to pay off creditors.

August
Westfield

Westfield Democratic Mayoral can-
didate Bill Brennan accused Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, a Republican, of “cam-
paigning” in a letter that accompanied
all Westfield tax bills.

The school district has saved
$652,000 in utility costs by conserving
energy. “It’s a real golden star in how
we manage our budget,” said Board of
Education President Ginny Leiz.

Westfield High School (WHS) en-
rollment for 2009-2010 is 1,800, a
change of 14 more students over last
year.

In an ordinance, the Town of Westfield
sought to “better define” loading zones
and allow for regular parking in those
zones during off-peak hours.

Scotch Plains
A weekly business-news program,

“This Week In Scotch Plains,” debuted
in August on Scotch Plains Television.

Besides two road projects that are
not being financed directly by the town-
ship, it was announced that the munici-
pal government in Scotch Plains would
not fund any other major roadway-im-
provement projects this year due to
budget constraints.

A split township council voted to pay
its budget consultant an additional
$2,280 for services provided in late
May and early June, which caused his
billable time to exceed the original
$10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier this
year. Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations after
the February 18 resignation of former
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco.

Fanwood
Union County municipalities were

shut out from receiving extraordinary
aid through a tax-relief program run by
the state’s Department of Community
Affairs (DCA). Fanwood had applied
for $398,000, according to Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. Borough residents, she said,
were told to expect at least an addi-
tional $130 in municipal taxes for a
home assessed at $84,000, with a $400
average increase in school taxes and
just under a $100 increase in Union
County taxes.

Earlier in the month, before the DCA
rendered a decision on municipal aid,
the Fanwood governing body autho-
rized “temporary emergency appropria-
tions” to keep the borough operating.

In August, Mayor Mahr was named
to Governor Jon Corzine’s 10-member
local government ethics board.

Mountainside
Mountainside parents showed their

support of retaining the district’s Child
Care Program director, who was dis-
missed of her duties by the board of
education (BOE). The BOE approved
to replace Patricia Debbie with Mary

June
Westfield

The board of education had heard
residents pleading to save the jobs of an
elementary school teacher and a library
secretary.

The planning board adopted its Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing plan, which
provides 230 affordable housing units.

Councilman Sal Caruana and the
town’s Finance Committee adopted a
two-year capital improvement plan that
will spend $1.3 million on road im-
provements and equipment while pay-
ing back roughly $1.9 million.

Lincoln School closed for two days
due to students showing flu-like symp-
toms.

The town council adopted its 2009
municipal budget of $40 million, a 4.7-
percent increase over last year with the
average Westfield homeowner to see a
5.5-percent municipal-tax increase.
Councilman Sal Caruana said state aid
plummeted $316,000 this year.

The planning board approved, with
conditions, to subdivide a property at
254 Seneca Place in an RS-6 zone and
build two single-family homes. After
the board’s denial in 2005, the appli-
cant, Joseph Buontempo and Jean
Genevich, took the board to court and
won in 2006, with Judge Walter
Barisonek stating, “the actions of the
planning board were arbitrary and un-
reasonable.”

McKinley School celebrated its 100th
birthday with a parade.

Westfield High School graduated 468
students during its ceremony held at
Westfield Armory.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Director Sherry Cronin said retail oc-
cupancy remained just shy of 94 per-
cent.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool

said it is unlikely that the layoffs could
be avoided unless $132,400 could be
cut from areas besides salaries and
wages.

Director of special services for the
school district, Thomas Beese, said that
Pre-School Disabled classes will be
reconfigured effective September 2009
in response to findings of the State
Performance Plan Indicators for 2007-
2008.

The council created a municipal sew-
erage utility that will directly bill resi-
dents, businesses and other entities for
sewage, a move said to be the only
viable way to keep this year’s munici-
pal property-tax increase within state
regulations and avoid laying off more
than the six employees.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood were in
the midst of a shared-services study to
identify cost savings for the munici-
palities. A report is due Thursday, De-
cember 31.

State Superior Court Judge Ross
Anzaldi in Union County dismissed a
defamation lawsuit brought against
former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks by a former township police
officer. In June 2007, Neal LeStrange,
an unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for township council in 2006, filed the
lawsuit against Mr. Marks and former

township police chief Thomas O’Brien,
charging they had defamed him during
that year’s campaign when they “cre-
ated a false impression” that Mr.
LeStrange was a racist and an anti-
Semite. The lawsuit against Mr. O’Brien
was dismissed earlier.

The council voted to preserve a po-
lice officer’s position instead of pur-
chasing a new patrol car.

The council approved the Scotch
Plains Management Corp.’s (SPMC)
operating budget of $67,200 for the
coming year. Property owners within
the business improvement district will
see no increase in their annual $400
assessment. The budget includes
$35,000 for a part-time manager the
SPMC is seeking to hire.

Christopher Marion became the
township manager. Mr. Marion was a
business administrator in West Windsor
for five years prior. He assumes his
position more than four months after
the sudden resignation of former man-
ager Michael Capabianco.

A truck that overturned off of the
Hetfield Avenue overpass was sched-
uled to have gone under the Crossway
Place underpass in Westfield, but had to
be rerouted because it was two feet too
high. Police determined the truck and
its load were more than double the
weight capacity of the overpass.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduated 375 students at a ceremony
held at Tyson Field.

Fanwood
Lee Marks, 56, of Fanwood was sen-

tenced to 15 years in jail for multiple
counts of secretly videotaping girls
undressing on the property of his tro-
phy-making business.

Garwood
During a special meeting, residents

voiced opposition to the Board of
Education’s (BOE) plan to take Wash-
ington School “off-line” to limit the
property-tax increase. Under the plan,
the district would shift its four class-
rooms to Lincoln School. Two weeks
later, the BOE opted not to close the
school.

The council heard testimony from
members of the volunteer fire depart-
ment during a four-hour closed-door
executive session. The hearing stemmed
from an incident, which occurred at a
fire scene in April, where firefighter
Allen Tweedle is alleged to have pushed
Captain Michael Tharaldsen. Later in
the month, the council suspended Mr.
Tweedle for 90 days.

Mountainside
The BOE approved, though not

unanimously, three staff appointments.
Board member Cathy Jakositz said, “We
seem to be hiring a lot of people with no
experience.”

County
Union County Freeholders reversed

the decision to spend $600,000 in im-
provements for a dog park in Echo Lake
Park.

The county plans to collect half of all
fees, estimated at $100,000 per year,
associated with towing and impound-

The complete stories
are online at

goleader.com/archives

Christie Wins, Dog Park Rescinded, Goodbye 2009!
ing of vehicles from county roads and
facilities. Previously, towers kept all
the fees.

Regional
Former U.S. Attorney Chris Christie

and incumbent Governor of New Jer-
sey Jon Corzine won the race in the
gubernatorial primary election.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) was one
of 208 co-sponsors on legislation, which
calls for an audit of the Federal Re-
serve. “There really has never been an
audit of the Federal Reserve,” Mr. Lance
said, adding that half of the $3.6-tril-
lion proposed federal budget is debt.

Five state residents have died from
H1N1 influenza, including the first
Union County death associated with
the illness.

Pembridge as the new Child Care Pro-
gram director.

Garwood
Nearly 31 months to the day that 25-

year-old Emily Errico’s emaciated body
was found by police in her family’s
Second Avenue home in Garwood, a
Union County grand jury indicted her
mother, Ermina Errico, on third-degree
neglect charges.

Just like Fanwood, Garwood had its
application for extraordinary aid, in the
amount of $300,000, denied by the
DCA. The borough received $250,000
in aid through the program last year.

Later in the month, having been no-
tified that it was not among those mu-
nicipalities receiving extraordinary state
aid, the Garwood borough council
moved to approve its 2009 municipal
budget. The roughly $7-million budget
carries an average tax increase of $103
for a home assessed at $103,000.

County
Residents asked the Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders to facili-
tate the process of getting area Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) units to
assist Plainfield because the surround-
ing towns’ rescue squads are no longer
willing or able to provide mutual aid
since Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center closed last year.

In an effort to increase revenues for
county government, Union County of-
ficials considered the creation of a
county court system.

Regional
Chris Christie, then-Republican can-

didate for governor, told a group of
parents gathered in the Westfield High
School library that if elected, he would
work to keep New Jersey college stu-
dents in state by working to improve
funding that would lower tuitions. He
also said he would significantly in-
crease approvals of charter schools in
urban areas to bring education options
to inner-city kids.

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield is seeking to
reinstate Ladies Night promotions,
which have been banned in New Jersey
since a court ruled in 2004 that it dis-
criminates against male patrons.

The Township of Clark filed a law-
suit against the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA). The lawsuit re-
lates to the impact Clark would have
from an RVSA-mandated five-year roll-
ing average for charging members.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happy New Year
Everyone

Editor’s note: This is a special
year-end edition, one section only.

We will return to our regular two-
section format next year (next week,
Thursday, January 7, 2010.

Happy New Year

2009 Year In Review: Part 2 – June to December
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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHAMPION BANQUET...Labor Day marked the championship
game for the “St. Barts” softball league followed by a scrumptious
picnic at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMAND...Lt. Colonel Edward J. Chrystal Jr. of Scotch Plains, center, commanding the 102nd Cavalry
of the New Jersey National Guard, and executive officer Major William Morris receive honors for the troops
for their service in Iraq from Nancy LaCorte, Family Readiness Group, at the Westfield Armory. A parade
was held Saturday afternoon, as hundreds lined the streets waving American flags, cheering their return.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO RAIDERS!...The 2009 Raiders cheerleaders help get the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football team off to a good start with
a 26-24 victory over Cranford last Saturday night at Cranford’s
new synthetic turf field.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRESIDENT IN NEW JERSEY...President Barack Obama attended the PNC
Arts Center in Holmdel with 17,000 attendees last Thursday in a Democratic
Party campaign stump for the re-election of New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine.
See goleader.com/photos.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIUMPH...Republican Governor-elect Chris Christie and his Lieutenant Gov-
ernor running mate, Kim Guadagno, salute the crowd at their election headquar-
ters in Parsippany Tuesday night following their victory over Governor Jon
Corzine.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEBATE...Candidates for Fanwood Borough Council discuss the issues during
the Candidates Forum sponsored by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters. Pictured, left to right, are: Republican challengers for
the two open seats, Michael Szuch and Bob Manduca; moderator Fred Rossi of
The Times, and incumbent Democrats Donna Dolce and David Valian.
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July
Westfield

Standard and Poor’s awarded
Westfield its highest rating, AAA, for
creditworthiness. Likening the honor
to a restaurant receiving a four-star
rating in The New York Times, Finance
Policy Chairman Sal Caruana said the
AAA rating would “save the town thou-
sands of dollars in financing costs.”

The planning board approved the
land-use element of the town’s master
plan.

Democrat candidate Carolyn
Klinger-Kueter bowed out of the race
for a Second Ward council seat, citing
concerns about the time commitment
required.

Westfield’s governing body ear-
marked $50,000 to Conrail for equip-
ment for a quiet zone at the Rahway
Avenue railway grade crossing to miti-
gate train-whistle noise in the area.

Former six-term Westfield Council-
man Jim Hely was sworn in as the
newest member of the state Superior
Court, Union County bench, during a
ceremony at the Union County Court-
house in Elizabeth.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
urged the public to be vigilant after a
string of cat burglaries occurred in the
area.

Former Westfield resident Karida
Winkler, 34, and one of her roommates
were killed in what authorities have
described as execution-style murders
in the victims’ Atlanta, Ga.-area apart-
ment. Several men were arrested in
connection with the crime.

Scotch Plains
Democratic Party Chairman Dick

Samuel, alleging that the township
council had held its municipal budget
deliberations mostly in secret, filed a
complaint in state Superior Court re-
questing that the ordinance creating a
sewer utility as well as the 2009 town-
ship budget be voided, and that Mayor
Nancy Malool be declared disqualified
from holding the mayor’s office.

The township council unveiled two
environmental ordinances to comply
with state regulations to prevent the
discharge of solids into municipal storm
sewers and ensure proper handling of
dumpsters and refuse containers.

A car crashed into the Forest Road

side of the Scotch Plains Library, caus-
ing damage to the children’s reading
room. Police are investigating why the
vehicle turned from Bartle Avenue onto
Forest Road before hitting the library,
which was open at the time. No one
inside the library was injured.

Fanwood
It was announced that LaGrande Park

baseball fields would be closed for two
weeks beginning September 28 for plug
aeration, topsoil dressing and over-seed-
ing.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the  coun-
cil discussed using unspent surplus from
previous bond measures to fund up-
coming capital projects.

Mountainside
The board of education focused on

the resignation of Director of Special
Education Mary Humphries. Charles
Bryant was hired to replace Ms.
Humphries as interim director. Chief
School Administrator Jeannette Baubles
said she would explore making the di-
rector part of a shared-services posi-
tion.

Garwood
Residents questioned the mayor and

council about roadwork and building
projects in the borough.

County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders approved a five-year,
$421,000 contract with Illinois-based
Kemper Sports Management to pro-
vide golf-course management at Union
County’s two public courses, Gallop-
ing Hill in Union and Ashbrook in
Scotch Plains.

Officials said golf operating losses
were $500,000 and $700,000 in 2007
and 2008, respectively. The freehold-
ers had approved the closing of Oak
Ridge Golf Course in Clark earlier this
year due to what officials said was an
operating deficit of $410,000.

County officials said they would pur-
sue a scaled-down version of the im-
provements to the dog park at Echo
Lake Park in Westfield/Mountainside.

The New Providence Borough Coun-
cil voted 4-3 to sell Oakwood Park and
the River Walkway property to Union
County for one dollar in exchange for
the county to build a $3.5-million sports
complex that would include football/
soccer fields, baseball diamonds and
two new field houses.

Regional
A year-long construction project got

underway to replace the 103-year-old
county-owned Springfield Avenue
Bridge, located near the Cranford Ca-
noe Club.

Hyatt Hills Golf Complex employ-
ees were left wondering what would
become of the course after General
Motors Corporation transferred the as-
set to Motors Liquidations to sell off
the land as it sought to pay off creditors.

August
Westfield

Westfield Democratic Mayoral can-
didate Bill Brennan accused Mayor
Andy Skibitsky, a Republican, of “cam-
paigning” in a letter that accompanied
all Westfield tax bills.

The school district has saved
$652,000 in utility costs by conserving
energy. “It’s a real golden star in how
we manage our budget,” said Board of
Education President Ginny Leiz.

Westfield High School (WHS) en-
rollment for 2009-2010 is 1,800, a
change of 14 more students over last
year.

In an ordinance, the Town of Westfield
sought to “better define” loading zones
and allow for regular parking in those
zones during off-peak hours.

Scotch Plains
A weekly business-news program,

“This Week In Scotch Plains,” debuted
in August on Scotch Plains Television.

Besides two road projects that are
not being financed directly by the town-
ship, it was announced that the munici-
pal government in Scotch Plains would
not fund any other major roadway-im-
provement projects this year due to
budget constraints.

A split township council voted to pay
its budget consultant an additional
$2,280 for services provided in late
May and early June, which caused his
billable time to exceed the original
$10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier this
year. Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations after
the February 18 resignation of former
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco.

Fanwood
Union County municipalities were

shut out from receiving extraordinary
aid through a tax-relief program run by
the state’s Department of Community
Affairs (DCA). Fanwood had applied
for $398,000, according to Mayor Col-
leen Mahr. Borough residents, she said,
were told to expect at least an addi-
tional $130 in municipal taxes for a
home assessed at $84,000, with a $400
average increase in school taxes and
just under a $100 increase in Union
County taxes.

Earlier in the month, before the DCA
rendered a decision on municipal aid,
the Fanwood governing body autho-
rized “temporary emergency appropria-
tions” to keep the borough operating.

In August, Mayor Mahr was named
to Governor Jon Corzine’s 10-member
local government ethics board.

Mountainside
Mountainside parents showed their

support of retaining the district’s Child
Care Program director, who was dis-
missed of her duties by the board of
education (BOE). The BOE approved
to replace Patricia Debbie with Mary

June
Westfield

The board of education had heard
residents pleading to save the jobs of an
elementary school teacher and a library
secretary.

The planning board adopted its Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing plan, which
provides 230 affordable housing units.

Councilman Sal Caruana and the
town’s Finance Committee adopted a
two-year capital improvement plan that
will spend $1.3 million on road im-
provements and equipment while pay-
ing back roughly $1.9 million.

Lincoln School closed for two days
due to students showing flu-like symp-
toms.

The town council adopted its 2009
municipal budget of $40 million, a 4.7-
percent increase over last year with the
average Westfield homeowner to see a
5.5-percent municipal-tax increase.
Councilman Sal Caruana said state aid
plummeted $316,000 this year.

The planning board approved, with
conditions, to subdivide a property at
254 Seneca Place in an RS-6 zone and
build two single-family homes. After
the board’s denial in 2005, the appli-
cant, Joseph Buontempo and Jean
Genevich, took the board to court and
won in 2006, with Judge Walter
Barisonek stating, “the actions of the
planning board were arbitrary and un-
reasonable.”

McKinley School celebrated its 100th
birthday with a parade.

Westfield High School graduated 468
students during its ceremony held at
Westfield Armory.

Downtown Westfield Corporation
Director Sherry Cronin said retail oc-
cupancy remained just shy of 94 per-
cent.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool

said it is unlikely that the layoffs could
be avoided unless $132,400 could be
cut from areas besides salaries and
wages.

Director of special services for the
school district, Thomas Beese, said that
Pre-School Disabled classes will be
reconfigured effective September 2009
in response to findings of the State
Performance Plan Indicators for 2007-
2008.

The council created a municipal sew-
erage utility that will directly bill resi-
dents, businesses and other entities for
sewage, a move said to be the only
viable way to keep this year’s munici-
pal property-tax increase within state
regulations and avoid laying off more
than the six employees.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood were in
the midst of a shared-services study to
identify cost savings for the munici-
palities. A report is due Thursday, De-
cember 31.

State Superior Court Judge Ross
Anzaldi in Union County dismissed a
defamation lawsuit brought against
former Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks by a former township police
officer. In June 2007, Neal LeStrange,
an unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for township council in 2006, filed the
lawsuit against Mr. Marks and former

township police chief Thomas O’Brien,
charging they had defamed him during
that year’s campaign when they “cre-
ated a false impression” that Mr.
LeStrange was a racist and an anti-
Semite. The lawsuit against Mr. O’Brien
was dismissed earlier.

The council voted to preserve a po-
lice officer’s position instead of pur-
chasing a new patrol car.

The council approved the Scotch
Plains Management Corp.’s (SPMC)
operating budget of $67,200 for the
coming year. Property owners within
the business improvement district will
see no increase in their annual $400
assessment. The budget includes
$35,000 for a part-time manager the
SPMC is seeking to hire.

Christopher Marion became the
township manager. Mr. Marion was a
business administrator in West Windsor
for five years prior. He assumes his
position more than four months after
the sudden resignation of former man-
ager Michael Capabianco.

A truck that overturned off of the
Hetfield Avenue overpass was sched-
uled to have gone under the Crossway
Place underpass in Westfield, but had to
be rerouted because it was two feet too
high. Police determined the truck and
its load were more than double the
weight capacity of the overpass.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
graduated 375 students at a ceremony
held at Tyson Field.

Fanwood
Lee Marks, 56, of Fanwood was sen-

tenced to 15 years in jail for multiple
counts of secretly videotaping girls
undressing on the property of his tro-
phy-making business.

Garwood
During a special meeting, residents

voiced opposition to the Board of
Education’s (BOE) plan to take Wash-
ington School “off-line” to limit the
property-tax increase. Under the plan,
the district would shift its four class-
rooms to Lincoln School. Two weeks
later, the BOE opted not to close the
school.

The council heard testimony from
members of the volunteer fire depart-
ment during a four-hour closed-door
executive session. The hearing stemmed
from an incident, which occurred at a
fire scene in April, where firefighter
Allen Tweedle is alleged to have pushed
Captain Michael Tharaldsen. Later in
the month, the council suspended Mr.
Tweedle for 90 days.

Mountainside
The BOE approved, though not

unanimously, three staff appointments.
Board member Cathy Jakositz said, “We
seem to be hiring a lot of people with no
experience.”

County
Union County Freeholders reversed

the decision to spend $600,000 in im-
provements for a dog park in Echo Lake
Park.

The county plans to collect half of all
fees, estimated at $100,000 per year,
associated with towing and impound-

The complete stories
are online at

goleader.com/archives

Christie Wins, Dog Park Rescinded, Goodbye 2009!
ing of vehicles from county roads and
facilities. Previously, towers kept all
the fees.

Regional
Former U.S. Attorney Chris Christie

and incumbent Governor of New Jer-
sey Jon Corzine won the race in the
gubernatorial primary election.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) was one
of 208 co-sponsors on legislation, which
calls for an audit of the Federal Re-
serve. “There really has never been an
audit of the Federal Reserve,” Mr. Lance
said, adding that half of the $3.6-tril-
lion proposed federal budget is debt.

Five state residents have died from
H1N1 influenza, including the first
Union County death associated with
the illness.

Pembridge as the new Child Care Pro-
gram director.

Garwood
Nearly 31 months to the day that 25-

year-old Emily Errico’s emaciated body
was found by police in her family’s
Second Avenue home in Garwood, a
Union County grand jury indicted her
mother, Ermina Errico, on third-degree
neglect charges.

Just like Fanwood, Garwood had its
application for extraordinary aid, in the
amount of $300,000, denied by the
DCA. The borough received $250,000
in aid through the program last year.

Later in the month, having been no-
tified that it was not among those mu-
nicipalities receiving extraordinary state
aid, the Garwood borough council
moved to approve its 2009 municipal
budget. The roughly $7-million budget
carries an average tax increase of $103
for a home assessed at $103,000.

County
Residents asked the Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders to facili-
tate the process of getting area Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) units to
assist Plainfield because the surround-
ing towns’ rescue squads are no longer
willing or able to provide mutual aid
since Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center closed last year.

In an effort to increase revenues for
county government, Union County of-
ficials considered the creation of a
county court system.

Regional
Chris Christie, then-Republican can-

didate for governor, told a group of
parents gathered in the Westfield High
School library that if elected, he would
work to keep New Jersey college stu-
dents in state by working to improve
funding that would lower tuitions. He
also said he would significantly in-
crease approvals of charter schools in
urban areas to bring education options
to inner-city kids.

State Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield is seeking to
reinstate Ladies Night promotions,
which have been banned in New Jersey
since a court ruled in 2004 that it dis-
criminates against male patrons.

The Township of Clark filed a law-
suit against the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority (RVSA). The lawsuit re-
lates to the impact Clark would have
from an RVSA-mandated five-year roll-
ing average for charging members.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Happy New Year
Everyone

Editor’s note: This is a special
year-end edition, one section only.

We will return to our regular two-
section format next year (next week,
Thursday, January 7, 2010.

Happy New Year
2009 Year In Review: Part 2 – June to December
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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Louis Cerchio
CATASTROPHE…Major damage resulted from a fire on Jenna Court in Scotch
Plains Monday night at 8 p.m. The fire started in the garage and caused damage
throughout the home. Fire departments from 10 towns provided aid.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The Leader
FOUND IT…An archaeological dig is underway at Park Avenue and Route 22
in Scotch Plains in advance of construction at the intersection. At the Stites
Farmstead site, arrowheads and pottery are found.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and The Leader
FROLICKING ON A SUMMER NIGHT...Children of the St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League engage in a whole lot of fun at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
after the game last week.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARLEY’S ANGEL...A big hello and a smile is tossed from a rider at Rolling
Thunder at Warinanco Park in Roselle last Sunday.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIGHT IT UP...A composite of fireworks photos shows the variety of colorful
blasts on display July 4, during the Independence Day celebration at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

September 10, 2009September 24, 2009

July 9, 2009

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING A HIGH NOTE…Nicole Hart performs in front of the Westfield train
station Tuesday night at the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.

August 6, 2009 July 23, 2009

July 16, 2009

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2009 Year In Review – Part 2, June to December
September
Westfield

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce announced it would head in
a “new direction” after terminating its
relationship with Naomi McElynn, its
executive director of more than three
years. Chamber Chairman Jay Tintle
assumed her duties. While calling Ms.
McElynn “the force behind the Cham-
ber,” he said the chamber also felt it
was time “to seek new board members,
new ideas and a new vision.” Ms.
McElynn countered that she had been
“blindsided” by the chamber’s deci-
sion to let her go.

Westfield resident David Waxtel,
owner of Quantum Printing Company
in New York City, was sentenced to
one year and one day in federal prison
for failing to report approximately
$189,520 in additional income he re-
ceived from the business and rental
properties he owned in Brooklyn, N.Y.
He also was ordered to pay a fine of
$5,000 and to serve two years on super-
vised release after finishing his prison
sentence. By failing to report the addi-
tional income during 2003, Waxtel
evaded approximately $51,604 in taxes
due to the United States.

Health Officer Megan Avallone told
the town council that the Westfield
Regional Health Department would re-
ceive a vaccine for the H1N1 virus in
the fall.

After 41 years, the Jolly Trolley on
North Avenue was renamed The Office
Bar & Grill. The chief operating officer
for Charlie Brown’s Steakhouses,
which operates The Office, said the
company felt the new name was a bet-
ter fit for the erstwhile Jolly Trolley,
since Office restaurants are typically
located near train stations such as those
in Westfield and Cranford.

A governing body discussion of the
town’s “Green Team,” designed to help
Westfield develop strategies to reduce
its impact on the environment, sparked
accusations that the issue had become
politicized. Democratic mayoral can-
didate Bill Brennan expressed disap-
pointment with Mayor Andy
Skibitsky’s appointments to the panel,
saying the team was comprised of only
three “citizen representatives,” accord-
ing to the language of the resolution
establishing the team. The council ulti-
mately voted 7 to 1 to advance Mayor
Skibitsky’s choices.

The Westfield Planning Board gave
the green light to construction of two-
story office space on the former site of
B.G. Fields restaurant on Springfield
Avenue.

Town council members unanimously
approved on second reading 10 ordi-
nances to amend various provisions of
Westfield’s land-use ordinance.

Mayor Skibitsky announced that af-
ter three years as TV-36 director of
operations, Jamie Lynn Drohan would
leave in October for a job as a morning
anchor in Knoxville, Tenn.

Scotch Plains
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of

Education Vice-President Sasha
Slocum announced she would resign
from the board in September. Ms.
Slocum, who held a Fanwood seat,
stepped down to take a job as a vice
principal at Plainfield High School. The
board subsequently named board mem-
ber Nancy Bauer to fill the vacancy.

The township council said it would
re-issue sewer bills to several dozen
non-residential properties that were in-
advertently overcharged. Officials also
voted to extend the interest-free grace
period for sewer bill payments to No-
vember 20.

Christopher Michalak, 54, of Scotch
Plains was charged with a second-de-
gree count of unlawfully concealing
the human remains of Laura Lockatell,
42, also of Scotch Plains. Michalak
additionally was charged with a third-
degree count of failing to dispose of the
remains in a manner required by law.

Fanwood
The governing body introduced a

resolution amending the 2009 munici-
pal budget to approximately $8.4 mil-
lion, with a total tax levy amounting to
$5.6 million. The budget was adopted
later in the month by a unanimous vote.

Mayor Mahr announced that
Fanwood Police Chief Donald
Domanoski would retire at the end of
2009 after 33 years of service to the

borough’s police department.
Mountainside

With the start of the 2009-2010 school
year, parents of Mountainside students
who ride the bus to the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools and the
Union County Magnet High School
asked that the route include six stops
instead of the existing four, citing con-
cerns about the distance some students
would have to walk, as well as student
safety.

Garwood
Councilman Stephen Napolitano said

that the state’s Green Acres program
had released more than $750,000 in
funding towards the borough’s athletic
field complex project. The funds were
comprised of a $179,084 grant and a
$576,916 loan.

The board of education voted to ap-
prove a new lease agreement with the
borough’s municipal library. Under the
terms of the five-year pact, the rent for
the library will remain $1. The library
also agreed to contribute $1,000 a month
towards utility costs. The library build-
ing is attached to the Lincoln School.

County
It was announced that Union County

had received more than $22 million in
federal stimulus funds for various
projects and programs aimed at helping
jumpstart the economy.

The Union County Freeholder Board
approved an ordinance authorizing the
county to bond $14.7 million for the
county’s portion to construct a $35-
million, 1,200-space parking garage in
Elizabeth. The county, Elizabeth Park-
ing Authority and Union County
College’s Elizabeth campus will share
the garage.

The freeholders approved the first
reading of an ordinance to provide a
half-million-dollar loan to the Union
County Improvement Authority as
startup money for a new renewable-
energy program the county is initiating
for towns and school districts.

Regional
It was revealed that the Township of

Clark had brought a lawsuit against the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) and the RVSA’s other 10 mem-
ber municipalities. The suit was among
a series of actions taken by the town-
ship to try to avoid the costs caused by
the closing of US Gypsum’s Clark plant.

October
Westfield

The town council approved 10 ordinances
to amend provisions of the town’s land-use
ordinance.

The board of education discussed op-
tions at the intermediate schools to accom-
modate anticipated enrollment increases.

Bill Brennan, Democratic mayoral can-
didate, conducted a video interview with
The Leader and The Times in which he
called for a bipartisan panel to address
Westfield taxes.

It was announced that by the end of 2009,
train conductors at the Rahway Avenue
grade crossing will be prohibited from blow-
ing the train whistle at any point during the
day.

An attempted Minisink Way burglary on
September 24 marked the ninth crime of its
kind last month. Police Chief John Parizeau
said that September saw the highest level of
burglaries this year.

In his re-election bid, Westfield Mayor
Andy Skibitsky said, “With the highest
student enrollment in 30 years and over
6,000 school-age children, car traffic and
pedestrian safety will remain among my top
priorities in my next term.”

Town council Republican candidates
were introduced during a video-taped inter-
view at The Leader/ Times in which they
discussed parking, taxes and the down-
town.

Brian and Karen Karnofsky of Highland
Avenue asked the town to reconsider plac-
ing a crosswalk adjacent to their driveway
for safety reasons. Instead, they suggested
installing the crosswalk on the other side of
Sinclair Place “before the cost of this mis-
take is an injury to a child.” Roughly 300
Westfield residents signed the Karnofskys’
petition “adamantly” opposing the
crosswalk’s placement.

Garwood
Municipal taxes and an amended school

budget were discussed by councilpersons
Keith Sluka and Kathleen Villaggio dur-
ing an on-camera interview with The
Westfield Leader. They are challenged on
Election Day by Republicans James

Matheson and Timothy Hak.
Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio an-

nounced that NJ Transit is adding more
stops at the Garwood train station, begin-
ning in early November, in conjunction
with a development study. “It’s only a
start, but it’s an excellent start,” Council-
woman Villaggio said.

Mountainside
Six-term Mountainside Mayor Robert

Viglianti died after a long battle with can-
cer. He would have turned 69 on Sunday,
October 18. He was serving his 22nd year
as the borough’s mayor, having been first
elected mayor in 1987 after serving nine
years on the borough council.

Mr. Viglianti had been founder and
chief executive officer of Westfield Brace
Company. He was a graduate of Westfield
High School and Waynesburg College.

“It’s going to be very difficult to con-
tinue without him. He was Mr.
Mountainside,” said borough administra-
tor James Debbie.

Scotch Plains
The Board of Education (BOE) named

board member Nancy Bauer to serve as
vice president. The position was left va-
cant by the resignation of Sasha Slocum,
who accepted a vice-principal position at
Plainfield High School.

With the township’s fall branch-and-
brush-pickup program cancelled,
homeowners can take their yard debris to
the Westfield Conservation Center.

Asw. Linda Stender and Asm. Jerry
Green of Plainfield, candidates for re-elec-
tion, spoke on the closing of Muhlenberg
Hospital during an on-camera interview at
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times office.

Mayor Nancy Malool defended the
council’s decision to create a sewer utility
and then bill property owners for their
water use, saying the $250 residential fee
was the fairest way to proceed. Resident
Rose Marie Dooley complained, calling it
“repelling,” “unfair” and “appalling.”

The BOE is seeking zoning approval to
install a new four-foot by eight-foot lighted
sign with programmable LED message
display outside the high school.

A Union County Superior Court judge
dismissed in its entirety a lawsuit filed by
Scotch Plains Democratic Party Chairman
Richard Samuel requesting that the mu-
nicipal budget and the ordinance creating
a sewer utility be voided and that Mayor
Nancy Malool be disqualified from the
mayor’s office.

Township Manager Chris Marion said
municipal officials continue to review
sewer utility bills that may be inadvert-
ently excessive, but emphasized that the
time to make corrections is nearing an end.

Incumbent Republican Councilman
Dominick Bratti faces Democrat Theresa
Mullen for the remaining year on the seat
previously held by Mayor Nancy Malool.

Per agreement with Westfield, Scotch
Plains will deposit leaves collected on the
south side of town at the Westfield Conser-
vation Center on Lamberts Mill Road,
while Westfield will deposit leaves it col-
lects on the north side of town at the public
works property on Plainfield Avenue.

Fanwood
Borough engineer Joseph Pryor focused

on South Avenue’s Livingston-Wilbor site,
which the borough owns, but plans to sell
to a developer. “Things are happening
there that I wasn’t expecting,” Mr. Pryor
told the governing body. He said a state
inspector “showed up out of the blue” and
has indicated that glazing and caulking on
windows at the property likely contains
asbestos.

Mayor Colleen Mahr announced that
the Sovereign Bank property along South
Avenue “will be redeveloped,” as the bor-
ough had hoped. The mayor said a deal
between a developer and the bank “may
[already] be under contract now.”

Democratic incumbents Donna Dolce
and David Valian are being challenged by
Republicans Robert Manduca and Michael
Szuch. Democrats hold the mayor’s of-
fice, as well as five of the six council seats
in Fanwood.

County
The Union County Freeholder Board

approved the first reading of an ordinance
to provide a half-million-dollar loan to the
Union County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) as startup money for a new renew-
able-energy program.

Jim Buettner of Cranford questioned
why the county closed Oak Ridge golf
course, yet is willing to pay $4 million to
upgrade Oakwood Park in New Provi-
dence.

The Freeholders are expected to deny

the request by Cranford Township for a
skate park at the former trap-and-skeet-
shooting range at Lenape Park.

The Freeholders approved a $506,000
contract to lease 179 golf carts for the
county’s remaining two public golf
courses. Officials anticipate the deal will
generate $1.9 million in additional rev-
enue.

The Freeholders approved a $1.2-mil-
lion contract with Daudone Electric of
Newark to complete improvements at
eight intersections along the Central Av-
enue corridor in Westfield and Clark.
“This is a major project for us,” said
Westfield Councilman David Haas.

The county directed the Union County
Utilities Authority to explore opportuni-
ties for the sale or extended lease of the
county’s trash incinerator.

Democratic incumbents Al Mirabella
of Fanwood and Deborah Scanlon of
Union, as well as newcomer Mohamed
Jalloh of Roselle, are being challenged by
Republicans Anthony Sytko of Garwood
and Nicole Cole of Fanwood, as well as
independents Hope Thompson and Karen
Gielen of Plainfield. Democrats hold a 9-
0 majority on the board.

Surrogate James LaCorte of Elizabeth
faces a challenge from Republican Arthur
Zapolski of Linden.

Regional
The chairman of the Rahway Valley

Sewerage Authority board, Charles
Lombardo of Garwood, resigned.
Woodbridge’s commissioner Robert
Luban became chairman.

Asw. Linda Stender and Asm. Jerry
Green are challengeed by Republican can-
didates in former Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks and William “Bo” Vastine,
also of Scotch Plains.

Republicans Asm. Jon Bramnick and
Asw. Nancy Munoz, who replaced her
late husband, seek re-election in District
21 with little opposition.

Governor Jon Corzine is challenged in
his re-election bid by former U.S. Attor-
ney Chris Christie.

November
Westfield

Winning re-election, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky carried 63 percent of the
Westfield vote (7,076), with Democrat
Bill Brennan pulling in the remaining 37
percent (4,205). Newcomers Sam Della
Fera and Keith Loughlin and incumbents
David Haas, the only Democrat on the
council, and Vicki Kimmins were voted
in as council members.

The town’s planning board approved a
new restaurant, The Turning Point, to go
in the old Bombay store on Central Av-
enue in the downtown. Sherry Cronin,
executive director for the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), said the
Bombay site has been vacant for 22
months.

A curriculum redesign by the BOE will
up the credit requirements, mandate sci-
ence and mathematics content, as well as
impact staffing, the scheduling of classes
and how science labs are equipped and
run.

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca stated that
there were requests for crosswalks at For-
est Avenue and Eaglecroft Road, as well
as Clark Street and Webster Avenue. He
stated that there is “not enough volume”
at Forest and Eaglecroft, but that the
number of children crossing at Clark and
Webster has to be analyzed. The town
will take counts of children crossing at
North Chestnut and May Streets, where a
crossing guard has been requested. A
crossing guard is being recommended at
Hyslip and First Avenues.

Captain David Wayman of the Police
Department announced that as a result of
a joint investigation with the Springfield
Police Department, the Detective Bureau
on November 4 arrested and charged
Kristin Modoski, 18, of Westfield with
two counts of burglary, two counts of
theft and one count of criminal mischief
in connection with two residential bur-
glaries that occurred during the month of
October in the 400 block and 700 block of
First Street in Westfield. Additionally,
Samantha Mathis-Smith, 18, of Westfield
was arrested and charged with burglary,
theft and criminal mischief in connection
with the burglary that occurred in the 700
block of First Street.

The town’s board of education stressed
concerns over rising healthcare costs and
said that it could lead to layoffs.

The Enrichment Center, previously lo-
cated on Central Avenue in Westfield,

Westfield
Monday, December 21, Thomas Dwan,

35, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Weehawken warrant in the amount of
$300. He was processed and posted bail.

Monday, December 21, a business on
the 200 block of West North Avenue
reported receiving two fraudulent checks
from a customer for merchandise that
cost $2,161. The matter was forwarded to
the Westfield Police Department’s detec-
tive bureau.

Monday, December 21, a resident on
the 200 block of North Chestnut Street
reported being the victim of identity theft.
The victim stated that unknown suspects
opened a credit card in her name and
made purchases totaling $1,680 in
Bloomfield, West Orange and Irvington.
The matter was forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Wednesday, December 23, three men
were arrested after multiple police units
responded to the 500 block of Boulevard
on a report of possibly intoxicated indi-
viduals.

Austin Rolnick, 20, of Westfield was
charged with disorderly conduct; two
counts of aggravated assault against po-
lice officers, for allegedly striking them;
two counts of resisting arrest; failure to
disperse; possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana, and possession
of fraudulent identification. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$10,000 bail.

Ramon Martinez, 19, of Westfield was
charged with disorderly conduct; failure
to disperse; obstruction of law and resist-
ing arrest. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting $5,000 bail.

The third man, Lawrence Rolnick, 50,
of Westfield, was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters and charged with dis-
orderly conduct, failure to disperse and
disorderly premise. He was processed
and released with summonses.

Monday, December 28, Mice Lawson,
21, of Linden was arrested at Roselle
police headquarters on outstanding traf-
fic warrants from Westfield and Fanwood,
with bail amounts of $289 and $89, re-
spectively. He was processed and held in
lieu of bail.

Monday, December 28, Tiquana
Cabbell, 20, of Plainfield was arrested in
the area of West North and Lenox Av-
enues on an outstanding Sayreville traffic
warrant in the amount of $354. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released on her own
recognizance by the Sayreville Munici-
pal Court.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, December 23, Anthony

Reynolds, 42, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with resisting arrest
after an officer responded to a report of a
disturbance. According to police, while
the officer was attempting to speak to
individuals at the scene, Reynolds shoved
the officer out of the way and tried to run
away. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, December 24, Lucinia
Almeida, 34, of Southampton, N.Y. was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop, during which the officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, December 25, Harvey Nix, 28,
of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with criminal mischief after an officer
responded to a report of a disturbance on
Prospect Street. According to police, Nix
was observed smashing the window of a
resident’s vehicle. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, December 25, a resident of
Haven Avenue reported that a former
business associate has been harassing him
by mailing letters to clients claiming the
victim’s business is a fraud.

Friday, December 25, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone re-
moved license plates from his motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in his driveway.

Saturday, December 26, a resident of
Fenimore Drive reported that someone
changed her credit card billing address
and attempted to receive a new card at the

fraudulent address.
Saturday, December 26, a resident of

Unami Lane reported that someone ob-
tained his checking account number and
fraudulently withdrew approximately
$900 in cash.

Saturday, December 26, a resident of
Scotchwood Glen reported that she left a
cash tip for her garbage man but that
someone removed the money before the
garbage was picked up.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 22, Robert W.

Green, 51, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with theft and possession of sub-
scription drugs not prescribed to him after
police were notified that Green had been
seen removing cash left as gratuity from
several garbage cans on Partridge Run
and Apple Tree Lane. According to po-
lice, when an officer confronted Green,
who was on a bicycle, he stated that he
worked for a sanitation company and he
was collecting garbage, which he takes on
his bicycle and delivers to a central loca-
tion for pickup. Green eventually con-
fessed to removing the gratuities and was
transported to police headquarters, at
which time the officer found the prescrip-
tion drugs. He was processed and held on
no-bail warrants out of Union and
Somerset Counties.

Tuesday, December 22, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that he
was receiving harassing telephone calls
from a contractor who did work on his
driveway and front walk, demanding final
payment. According to police, the home-
owner refused to make the final payment
until the job was fixed because it was not
completed to specifications agreed upon.

Thursday, December 24, Doreen S.
Simmons, 52, of East Orange and Julie A.
Andrews, 38, of Newark, both nurses at
Children’s Specialized Hospital, were ar-
rested and charged with theft of movable
property after being caught stealing Christ-
mas toys designated for patients of the
hospital. Authorities said a supervisor at
the hospital notified police after she sus-
pected Simmons and Andrews of stealing
the presents. When an officer arrived, he
witnessed Simmons leaving through the
back door of the hospital with wrapped
toys in her possession, authorities reported.
More wrapped gifts that were removed
from the hospital were found in plain view
in both suspects’ vehicle, police reported.
The toys, valued at approximately
$1,287.50, were confiscated and returned
to the hospital, authorities said. Simmons
and Andrews were transported to police
headquarters, where they were processed
and released.

Thursday, December 24, a resident of
Bayberry Lane reported that a parcel con-
taining private information, including her
Social Security number, had been opened
and rummaged through and put back in
her mailbox.

Thursday, December 24, an individual
who was attempting to walk three dogs
owned by a Tanglewood Lane resident
reported that as she was attempting to
leave the residence with the dogs, she
slipped and fell down the steps. Accord-
ing to police, the victim reported that the
dogs attacked her until a witness yelled at
the dogs and they released her. The dogs
bit her in 13 different parts of her body
causing multiple wounds, with one re-
quiring stitches, police reported. She did
not receive a rabies inoculation.

Thursday, December 24, an employee
at a gas station on Route 22 reported that
a patron asked for $20 worth of gas. Ac-
cording to police, the pump malfunctioned
and $23.09 worth of gas was pumped.
When the attendant told the suspect that
the total would be more than asked for, the
suspect said, “You know what? This one
is on you,” and drove off without paying
anything. The employee gave police a
description of the vehicle and a license
plate number, authorities reported.

Saturday, December 26, a patron at a
Route 22 theater reported that someone
smashed the passenger side vent window
of his motor vehicle and removed ap-
proximately $4 worth of quarters.

Saturday, December 26, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that one
license plate was removed from his motor
vehicle sometime during the day while he
was running errands. According to police,
he was instructed to notify the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles and turn in the
remaining plate.
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Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Evan Falk for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUN FOR FUN...During perfect evening weather, more than 2,500 runners from
throughout the state took part in the eighth annual Downtown Westfield 5K &
Pizza Extravaganza on July 22. There was plenty of pizza to conclude the event.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘NO CAP AND TAX’…Mila Chejoyk, left, and blogger Colonel Manly Rash,
center, were among two dozen protestors picketing the Westfield office of Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) for Mr. Lance’s “yes” vote on the “Cap-and-Trade” bill.

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLASSIC…The DooWop girls, Estrella Munoz and Tara Beelitz, dress up Larry
Darrow’s classic red 1986 Mercedes convertible during his DooWop party on his
birthday Monday night at 16 Prospect Bistro in Westfield.

July 30, 2009 July 2, 2009

July 2, 2009

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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December
Westfield

Former Westfield mayor Garland
“Bud” Boothe was remembered for his
many accomplishments after the two-term
mayor died on Thanksgiving Day follow-
ing a long illness. He was 77.

A graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Mr. Boothe graduated from
Princeton University and Harvard Law
School. Mr. Boothe served as mayor from
1992-1996 after serving on the town coun-
cil for 12 years.

Mr. Boothe was active in many organi-
zations, including Westfield senior citi-
zens housing, historical society and the
Union County Utilities Authority.

“For more than a generation, he was
at the center of all the [important] is-

sues in Westfield,” Rich Bagger, former
Westfield mayor, told The Westfield
Leader.

Westfield officials wished councilmen
Sal Caruana and Tom Bigosinski well on
their post-council ventures.

The Westfield Board of Education
voted to set the first day of school next
year for the Thursday before Labor Day,
September 2, 2010.

Garwood
Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the bor-

ough council considered whether or not
to declare both the north and south sides
of North Avenue near the Cranford bor-
der as Areas in Need of Redevelopment.

The borough council bid farewell to
nine-year Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, who was defeated in the No-
vember election.

Auditors presented four issues of con-
cern to the Garwood Board of Education
for its annual audit report.

Scotch Plains
The planning board voted to send to the

township council a proposed ordinance
that would regulate the hours during which
landscapers could operate and also re-
quire them to register with the township

government and obtain permits to oper-
ate.

Township Democratic Committee
chairman Richard Samuel resigned from
his post and was succeeded by Vice-
Chairman Louis Beckerman.

A state Superior Court judge dis-
missed a request by Mr. Samuel for
reconsideration of his previously dis-
missed lawsuit claiming that the town-
ship council had violated the Open Pub-
lic Meetings Act in its deliberations of
the municipal budget and establishment
of a sewer utility.

State transportation officials said they
envision a three-stage refurbishment and
expansion of the Route 22 bridge in Scotch
Plains – connecting Park Avenue with
Bonnie Burn and New Providence Roads –
along with the roads feeding into the cross-
ing. Officials also warned that the 19- month
project would result in some limited road
closures during construction that are certain
to affect rush hour traffic in the area.

The council voted 3-2 to enter into a
contract with Mountainside-based Wild-
life Management Services to conduct a
culling program starting next month in
the Ashbrook Reservation that will re-

move 25 to 30 deer.
Fanwood

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the borough
council discussed issues of the borough’s
workforce and shared services for next
year.

Outgoing borough council members
Donna Dolce and David Valian, who
were defeated in their re-election bids last
month, were given a fond send-off at the
governing body’s monthly meeting.

Mountainside
Over a dozen parents and students at-

tended the November 24 Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) meeting in opposition to a fee
charged to organizations for use of school
buildings after school on weeknights.

The borough council welcomed its
newest member, Deanna Andre, earlier
this month. She fills a vacancy left when
Paul Mirabelli was named mayor fol-
lowing the death of six-term mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti in October. She is the first
woman to serve on the borough council
since Marilyn Hart served from 1979 to
1991.

A White Fir, donated by Pat and Tony
Messano of Mountainside, became the
County Courthouse Rotunda Christmas
Tree.

Union County
The Union County Board of Chosen

Freeholders received a preliminary pro-
posal to build a $6.5-million countywide
animal shelter at the Houdaille Quarry,
property owned by the county located off
Route 78 in Springfield.

In an effort to save $1 million, Union
County Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
outgoing chairman, and Dan Sullivan,
incoming chairman, announced a county
salary freeze for management, elected
officials and 640 non-contractual employ-
ees.

Regional
The state notified 465 municipalities

that it is withholding some $20.6 mil-
lion in payments owed this month to
close a budget hole. The state’s League
of Municipalities has threatened a law-
suit if the payments are not restored.

Governor-elect Chris Christie an-
nounced his selection of former
Westfield mayor Mr. Bagger as his chief
of staff.

Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) commissioners approved a
2010 budget of $27.4 million. This ac-
tion went against the wishes of repre-
sentatives of four of the 11 towns cov-
ered by the authority. After the meet-
ing, one mayor stated his intention to
ask for an investigation of the authority’s
actions and spending.

shut its doors. Parents and tutors said
the company owed them money.

Administrative Law Judge Richard
McGill upheld the BOE’s redistricting
of 21 students from the Washington
School area to Edison Intermediate
School instead of Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School (RIS), the closer school to
those students’ neighborhoods. The
judge, however, determined that the
BOE’s policy to provide busing only
for Edison students to be unlawful.

Scotch Plains
The board of education chose

Fanwood resident Amy Winkler to serve
as board member, filling the seat left
vacant by the resignation of Sasha
Slocum in September.

Republican councilman Dominick
Bratti won a special election and will
serve out the remaining 13 months of an
unexpired term on the township coun-
cil. Mr. Bratti’s 54-to-46-percent vic-
tory over Democrat Theresa Mullen en-
sures that Republicans will continue to
control the governing body by a 3-2
margin.

Director of Special Services Thomas
Beese announced that 30 instances of vio-
lence occurred in the school district during
the 2008-2009 school year, an increase
from the 23 instances in 2007-2008. There
were five cases of vandalism, a decrease
from the 11 cases in 2007-2008. There
were no reports of weapons in the district
in the 2008-2009 year, a decrease from the
three that occurred during the prior school
year. Reports of substance abuse increased
from four to 10.

SP-F BOE members approved a spe-
cial-education program at Park Inter-
mediate and McGinn Elementary
Schools, as well as a preschool disabil-
ity program at Coles Elementary School.
The board also approved the request to
eliminate a preschool disability pro-
gram at Brunner and Evergreen Schools.
The program is now at Coles.

The zoning board gave approval to
the SP-F BOE’s application to install a
new, lighted sign outside Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School on Westfield
Road.

Township officials held their final
series of meetings with non-residential
property owners to review sewer utility
bills in advance of the November 20
due date for payment.

The SP-F BOE authorized the prepara-
tion of plans and specifications for a solar
panel project at Terrill Middle School.

Fanwood
Republican council candidates Michael

Szuch and Robert Manduca swept the
race for two seats on the governing body,
handing a surprise defeat to incumbents
Donna Dolce and David Valian, thus cre-
ating a 3-3 bi-partisan split, with Demo-
cratic Mayor Colleen Mahr as a potential
tie-breaking vote.

The council approved resolutions au-
thorizing matching funds required to
accept Union County grant awards. The
total of the local and county expendi-
ture is $88,000 – about $38,000 for the
Recreation Commission and $50,000
for the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion.

The governing body approved on sec-
ond reading an ordinance prohibiting
people from letting their pet dogs run
“at large.”

Garwood
Incumbent Democrat Keith Sluka,

with 666 votes, and Republican Tim
Hak, with 676 votes, were elected to the
two three-year terms on the borough
council. The council now has two Re-
publicans, four Democrats and Demo-
cratic Mayor Dennis McCarthy.

Mayor McCarthy announced that the
defunct water tower on North Avenue
will be torn down.

Police Chief William Legg was ap-
pointed as the zoning enforcement of-
ficer and Victor Vinegra was appointed
as the zoning official, following the
resignation of Ed Dec.

Mountainside
The council named former Council

President Paul Mirabelli as its new
mayor, replacing six-term Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti, who died of cancer last
month. Mr. Mirabelli steps into the may-
oral role after 12 years as a councilman
and two years as council president.

The local GOP committee nominated
councilmen Glenn Mortimer and Keith
Turner for the vacant position.

County
Democrats posted their 15th consecu-

tive victory in the seven-candidate race
for three seats on the Board of Chosen
Freeholders and will continue to hold a
9-0 majority. Freeholders Al Mirabella
of Fanwood, Deborah Scanlon of Union
and Freeholder-elect Mohamed Jalloh
of Roselle won the race.

Surrogate James LaCorte of Eliza-
beth, a Democrat, won a third, five-year
term.

The Freeholders are expected to en-
ter into agreements with Sussex and
Essex Counties to house some of their
youth prisoners at Union County’s
Youth Detention Center in Linden.

Union County became the second
county in the state to create a homeless
trust fund that will aid in finding perma-
nent housing for an average daily home-
less population of 1,100 in the county.

Regional
Republican Assembly members Jon

Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) and
Nancy Munoz (LD-21, Summit) easily
won re-election.

In the neighboring 22nd District,
Democratic incumbents Linda Stender
of Fanwood, 24,133, and Jerry Green of
Plainfield, 23,667, survived a close
battle waged by Scotch Plains Republi-
cans Martin Marks, 21,810, the former
township mayor, and William “Bo”
Vastine, 20,737.

At a press conference, three mayors,
Sal Bonaccorso of Clark, James
Kennedy of Rahway and John
McCormac of Woodbridge, called for
an oversight committee to watch the
actions of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) board of commis-
sioners because of rising fees.

Chris Christie, a Republican, was
elected Governor of New Jersey to re-
place Jon Corzine, a Democrat. Mr.
Christie’s running mate Kim Guadagno
was elected as the state’s first Lieuten-
ant Governor.

County and municipal officials made
the trek down to Atlantic City for the
annual New Jersey State League of Mu-
nicipalities (LOM) Convention.

The prosecutor’s office invited the
media inside the Forensic Laboratory at
the Public Safety Building on North
Avenue in Westfield, where eight lab
technicians analyze the science behind
criminal cases that occur in Union
County.
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to December 17’s arcane
words.

1. Podex – The rump or anal region
2. Loob – Cornish for the sludge that

comes from washing tin ore
3. Poditti – A kingfisher having a ser-

rated yellow beak
4. Decolletage – A dress with a low cut

neckline bearing the neck and shoulders

MIRADOR
1. A balcony or gallery commanding

an extensive view
2. A lane leading from the main road
3. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
4. A looking glass, small telescope

ORLOP
1. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
2. The lowest deck of a warship
3. A heavy barge used for freight
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
MICTURITION

1. Moving with a wiggling motion, as
a snake

2. Distressing; perplexing
3. The act of urinating
4. The foam formed by the force of a

waterfall on the rocks below
MIXEN

1. A compost heap
2. Turmoil
3. A wigmaker or hairdresser
4. A battle ax or mace

Difficult Year and Chaotic Decade
End; Let’s Be Optimistic

We’re not sure how we should feel as 2009 draws to a
close, capping off a difficult year and a tumultuous
decade. Do we, as Americans, feel optimistic that things
can only get better — or should we admit that the road
ahead is going to be long, very bumpy and uncertain?

We saw lots of changes this year — from the top down.
America welcomed its first African-American President
as our 233-year-old Republic took a giant, social-emer-
gent step. Barack Obama’s ascendancy meant lots of
changes in federal policies, both in domestic priorities
and international relations. The Supreme Court got its
first Hispanic justice. Some sort of healthcare reform
seems set to be enacted. And the President even snagged
a Nobel Peace Prize, seemingly not for what he’s accom-
plished, but for his hoped-for potential. Yet, there were
some things that didn’t change, as the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq dragged on, debt continued to pile up and our
political discourse only coarsened.

Closer to home, there’ll be big changes in Trenton come
January, with Chris Christie set to become the state’s 55th
governor — and by our count, it’ll be the ninth time the
governor’s chair will have changed hands in the past
decade. (Who can list ‘em all?) The new governor (along
with the state’s first-ever lieutenant governor) will inherit
a state whose financial condition is debt-laden and embar-
rassing — no, make that downright appalling. We wish
Mr. Christie much luck as he struggles to right a ship that
is listing heavily thanks to the bipartisan irresponsibility
of the past few decades.

It looks like the Town of Westfield will have a good deal
of clout in Trenton in 2010 as former mayor and state
legislator Rich Bagger becomes the new governor’s chief
of staff and Sen. Tom Kean, Jr. and Asm. Jon Bramnick
from the 21st Legislative District play key leadership roles
in the state legislature. Rep. Leonard Lance, from his
adjacent Westfield office, can also offer up his guidance.

In our own corner of the world, political changes
weren’t as pronounced, although Fanwood voters sur-
prised many by electing two Republicans to the borough
council last month. As a matter of fact, it was mostly a
Republican year in area municipalities. Westfield elected
another Republican to the town council, leaving only one
Democrat on the eight-member governing body, while
the GOP retained a council seat in Scotch Plains.

Republicans were victorious in Mountainside,
Kenilworth and Cranford, while the GOP and the Demo-
crats split the two council races in Garwood. Our congres-
sional district remained in GOP hands as Leonard Lance
was sworn in, succeeding Mike Ferguson.

Democrats were successful – again at the county level
– winning the three seats up for grabs on the county
freeholder board and keeping that body unanimously in
Democratic hands.

The rotten economy claimed a few victims, like vener-
able New Norris Chevrolet on North Avenue, Smith and
Hawken on Elm Street, the county-owned Oak Ridge golf
course and the GM-owned Hyatt Hills golf complex. The
Leader Store’s long going-out-of-business sale appears to
finally be over. A few bright spots were visible, though:

The Rialto was renovated and Ferraro’s continued its
expansion at the corner of Elm and Quimby Streets. There
was no evidence that long-time patrons had any problem
with the Jolley Trolley changing its name to The Office.
And The Stage House restaurant in downtown Scotch
Plains continued to pack them in for free barbecue during
the summer months. Union County’s annual MusicFest
was bigger than ever and Scotch Plains’ own music
festival on Memorial Day attracted many thousands.

We lost a few giants in 2009, including former Westfield
Mayor Bud Boothe, longtime Mountainside Mayor Rob-
ert Viglianti, Scotch Plains attorney and community leader
Robert Kraus and State Assemblyman Eric Munoz.

Moving onward and upward was Westfield Television
host Jamie Drohan, who left for a television anchor
position in Knoxville. Also moving up were hundreds of
our graduating high school seniors sent off into the real
world. Coming down was the landmark water tower on
North Avenue in Garwood. Also slated for destruction is
Giants Stadium, with its razing depending on how far our
football teams get in the playoffs. Speaking of sports, the
beloved (or damn — depending on your allegiance)
Yankees won the World Series yet again, while the Mets
were champions of futility in 2009. The Devils sport the
best record in the NHL while our Nets basketballers
started their new season by reeling off 18 losses in a row.

Some people’s cars had trouble staying on the road this
year: one drove right into the Scotch Plains library,
another hit the Westfield municipal building, another
destroyed the Roosevelt Intermediate School sign while
another ran into a thankfully empty school bus on South
Avenue. While injuries in these incidents were minimal,
other auto-related collisions weren’t so benign as pedes-
trians continued to be at serious risk this year — one on
Park Avenue in Scotch Plains and yet another in front of
Lord and Taylor.

So, it’s on to a new year and a new decade (unless you’re
a purist who, maybe rightfully, argues that the new decade
doesn’t begin until 2011; in that case, you missed the big
global party 10 years ago). We prefer to lean positive
when thinking of what lies ahead. There are signs of
recovery in an economy that did not collapse, as many
feared a year ago. We may be seeing the beginning of the
end of our heavy involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Our area continued with positive moves: downtown
Westfield continues to thrive, Scotch Plains is taking steps
to bolster its commercial district and Fanwood’s down-
town looks markedly different than a few years ago.
Garwood is vibrant. There is even the hope that some day
soon, taking the train to New York won’t involve a
changeover in Newark. Our schools turn out well-rounded
kids who are involved in their communities. Our towns’
street fairs this year were all well-attended and successful.
And our elected officials did the best they could given the
often-lousy cards they were holding.

All we can hope for is peace, prosperity and progress.
It’s good to have a new start.

We are grateful to you, our readers, for your continued
support over the year. Happy New Year!

Thank You From Iraq,
Happy Holiday Season

Westfield Resident Promotes
Shopping Locally

Libertarians, Conservatives Must
Protect Private Sector from Attacks

Rev. Turlington Lauds
Weichert Toy Drive

Dear [Westfield] American Legion,
Thank you very much for the four huge
boxes of assorted candy, crackers and
toiletries. Judging by how quickly it all
went as soon as I put it out for my troops
I know they, as do I, very much appreciate
your thoughtfulness.

Currently, I cannot think of anything
else we need, but my unit is here through
October 2010. Once again thanks and
have a happy holiday season!

Marc E. Bernath, P.E.
LCDR U.S. Navy

Al Asad Air Base, Iraq

Legion’s Response:  You’re welcome!
Thanks for serving our country. We’ll try
to get some more goods to you. I didn’t get
the boxes to the PO until the 17th. I’m
pleased you received them already.

Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to you and all your
Sailors and Marines. May God bless you
all and your mission.

P.S. We sent five cases. There must be
a fat elf somewhere.

Pete Hogaboom
Westfield

Make shopping locally your New
Year’s Resolution for 2010.

Think of how fortunate we are to have
a downtown where we can do all of our
shopping. Now think of how you would
miss those stores if they were closed.

Did you know that “for every $100
spent in independently owned stores, $68
returns to the community through taxes,
payroll and other expenditures? If you
spend that in a national chain, only $43

stays here. Spend it online and nothing
comes home!” (Facts taken from
the350project.net.)

Our local stores, particularly the inde-
pendently owned ones, support our school
fundraisers and numerous charitable
events held in town. Let’s support each
other! Happy New Year.

Kerry Mooney
Westfield

It is my pleasure to write with apprecia-
tion for good deeds done in our town.

In particular, I wish to point out the
generosity of Weichert Realtors, located
at 185 Elm Street. Every year, the realtors
associated with this office conduct a toy
drive for needy children. This is not a
December-only activity.

Throughout the year, staff members at
the Weichert office arrange a catered lunch
for associated realtors, whose contribu-
tion for the meal goes toward the toy
drive. This allows the purchase of spe-

cific items requested by families.
With the support of Office Manager

Harvey Tekel and the hard work of staff
members Phyllis Stern and Nadine Dubin-
Allen, hundreds of first-rate toys are dis-
tributed to children in our area. I know
how effective the Weichert Toy Drive is
because our church is located across the
street, and we receive a number of items
to distribute to those whom we serve.

Rev. Dee Dee Turlington,
Senior Pastor

First Baptist Church of Westfield

There have been many on the political
left, and in the so-called “center,” who
have enjoyed engaging in the fine art of
scapegoating and demonizing the private
sector.

This has been especially true since
President Franklin D. Roosevelt called
those in the private sector “economic
royalists.” Often times, the left and the
“center” would start off with the proposi-
tion that if a product was expensive or not
suitable to their position, it would be
tagged as “Big Something.”

For example, if oil and gas prices were
too high, blame “Big Oil.” If their side of
the argument is not presented according
to their standards, blame “Big Media.” If
healthcare and health insurance is expen-
sive, blame “greedy doctors” and “Big
Insurance.”

And it goes on and on with repetition.
These activists and others never ask

themselves if government is partly or
wholly responsible for these problems.
To the left and the “center,” government
can do no wrong. It is omnipotent.

To me, this is a distorted and abnormal
way of thinking and reasoning. If the left
and the “center” examined how govern-
ment policies and regulations are affect-
ing the oil and gas industry, they may
come to a different conclusion and avoid

the “blame game” altogether.
If the political left and the “center” saw

how government policies and regulations
were affecting the healthcare industry,
maybe then they would see the light. But,
alas, to the left and the “center,” govern-
ment can do no evil. Therefore, they are
blind to ideology of statism.

The task for Libertarians, and even
conservatives, is to show the world the
fallacy of this belief. They must show
how government does do wrong on a
constant basis. It is also their task to
defend the private sector from the
demonization tactic that has always been
the signature of the political left and the
“center.”

This tactic may have worked well in
the past. As I see it now, it is failing
miserably. Let it be defeated for good.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

‘Twas the Night Before Roll Call,
There Arose Such a Clatter

‘Twas the night before Christmas, and
through the Senate, not a member was
leaving, not for a minute. The motions
were made in their caucus with care, in
hopes that sixty votes soon would be
there. Senators were bothered with bills
for meds, while visions of reelection
danced in their heads;

Obama in his White House, and us to
pay the tax, Had figured in my returns that
I would pay the max – When in the
Congress there arose such a clatter, Dems
fighting Dems and casting blame, for that
matter. Away to talk shows Pols flew like
a flash; Amended the new bill and made
it a mash.

No exam of the breast made cost for the
bill low, Gave solvency for today — CBO
don’t say “no”; When what to Reid’s
wondering eyes should appear But Nelson
and Snowe and eight blue dogs, Oh Dear!
To right now hold a vote so fast and so
quick, I knew in a minute it must be a
trick!

Before the bill was read; his stalwarts
they came, And he bribed and pleaded
and called them by name, Now Durbin!
now, Franken! now Wyden, and Harkin!
On Cantwell! on, Cardin! on, Warner,
and Baucus! – To the top of the Hill, to the
top of the roll, Now, spend away, spend
away, spend away all!

As the votes that before the close elec-
tion are sought, When met with rule or a
reason often are bought, So, too, on the
Hill-top the lobbyists flew, With PAC’s
full of cash – and Pelosi’s blessing, too.
And then, in a twinkling I heard on C-

SPAN, The wavering and waffling of the
elected man.

As I shook my sore head and was
turning away, I heard that Nelson wasn’t
game: “Abortion? No way!” Rahm was
calling in favors from friends for their
debts and his talk was all profane with
curses and threats. A bundle of pork he
offered to back, And he looked like a
schemer all scruples he lack’d.

His eyes, how they burned! His frown,
how scary! His fists were clenched En-
emies to bury! He opened his mouth and
out came nothing nice, Wavering Dems
were told: “You will be put on ice!”

The last chance was now — The
healthcare bill must pass! And Lieberman,
the traitor with the Dems did clash! Once
a Democrat a blue state man, its true —
That changed, when he left, now part of a
new crew. He was liberal once – But
McCain he did back; And Democrats do
hate him for a vote on Iraq;

In the blink of an eye, taxes would rise
by dawn! Soon gave me to know my
wealth would be gone. Obama won all,
and claimed victory, And filled our heads
with his inane story; After signing the bill
up in the polls he goes, And giving a
smile, Why are we led by the nose?

Obama wants more, with his team on
Air Force One, And away they all flew
now that healthcare is done. But I heard
him exclaim, just before they flew out of
sight, “That’s change to believe in, Raise
taxes some more, I just might!”

Brett Wiggins
Westfield

Weather Is Too Cold for
Animals in SP Manger

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and
Council and copied to the newspaper.

*****
I was told that the manger scene in

Scotch Plains includes live animals. The
holidays are a time of giving and caring.
The weather conditions that have fallen
upon us as of late are certainly not suited
to maintain animals outside – no matter
what heaters are provided for drinking
water.

These animals suffer simply by being
displaced from their home. Are you rent-
ing the animals from Cloverland Farms?
If so, I would think that maybe their home
isn’t the best for them either. I have seen
owners of animals mistreat them. So,
being the owner of these animals isn’t the
be all end all of their welfare.

These are great and changing times.
There are many barbaric traditions that
man has followed throughout the centu-
ries that have yet to be re-examined for
cruelty. Traditions should not be followed
simply because of the time that has been
spent doing it – be it fifty years or a
hundred – otherwise we would all be as
easy to herd as defenseless cattle.

Mayor Malool, have you personally
looked into the science behind taking care
of farm animals in cold weather? Would
you spend your time out there with them
and not feel cold, wet and great discom-
fort?

I refuse to shop in Scotch Plains, and
will tell my friends and their friends to
also ban all the shops in Scotch Plains,
due to this cruel display of animal abuse.

Carmen Rodriguez
Boonton

‘By the Way...This Is Not Meant
To Be Taken Seriously’

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool and
copied to the newspaper.

*****
I’m sure you’ve received numerous

complaints about the live-animal nativity
in Scotch Plains. I’m sorry people don’t
understand how wonderful it is to have a
living display depicting the birth of Jesus
Christ during the holiday season. I ap-
plaud your efforts to keep the spirit of
Christmas with the live display.

However, I think your live display
misses the whole point of Christmas. As
we all know, Christmas is not a holiday
celebrating donkeys, calves, goats or other
animals. It is a day to honor the birth of a
very special child. Therefore, I urge you
to change the display to honor the true
meaning of Christmas. I believe you
should have a woman and her newborn
child, lying on the ground, surrounded by
her husband and several elderly, bearded
men. It would be best if her due date could

coincide with the display so people could
observe the actual delivery (at least on the
first day of the display).

Don’t let the animals upstage the birth.
I say remove the animals – not because
they are suffering in the cold weather, but
because it’s not their holiday. Put Christ
back in Christmas and get rid of the ani-
mals.

By the way, in case you’re wondering,
this is not meant to be taken seriously. I
don’t really advocate the idea of a woman
giving birth in the cold, on the hard ground,
in full view of the public. But I am com-
pletely serious about getting rid of the
animals in your display. They are suffer-
ing and for no reason. The part about it not
being a holiday celebrating donkeys,
calves, goats or other animals – that’s
totally serious. Abusing animals is not the
way to honor the birth of a very special
child.

Maureen Koplow
Deptford

Regarding Nativity
Scene – Lighten Up

This letter is in response to the letter
written by Michelle Newton from
Garwood regarding the live nativity scene
in front of Scotch Plains Town Hall. In
case Michelle is not aware, there was an
open barn for these animals in case of
inclement weather. Keep in mind that
being outside winter and summer is the
norm for these animals anyway.

I know for a fact that there was some-
one assigned to feed these animals and
give them fresh water regularly. With
everything that is going on in our world
today, maybe your compassion could be
unleashed somewhere else where it might
do more good.

In two words, Michelle, lighten up!

Shirley Hayeck
Scotch Plains

Outpatient Surgery
Should Be Licensed

Thanks to the Health Error Account-
ability Law (HEAL), patient safety in
N.J. hospitals is tracked through the De-
partment of Health and Senior Services
(DHSS).

Yet, over 43 percent of surgeries occur
in Ambulatory Surgery Centers (ASCs),
free-standing facilities specializing in
outpatient surgeries and other procedures.
Of the state’s 212 ASCs, only one third
are state licensed. Recent national and
N.J. inspections uncovered serious prob-
lems in sterilization of equipment and
improper cleaning standards. While con-
ducting a quality survey, the state even
forced one facility to close until their
quality problems were rectified. But these
inspections occur infrequently. More must
be done to monitor ASC quality.

Under the leadership of Senator Robert
Gordon and Assemblyman Herb Conaway,
legislation to address these issues is close
to approval. Assembly bill 3465 will re-
quire ASCs to use uniform billing codes so
the state can better monitor preventable
medical error data. Further, by mirroring
the Hospital Acquired Infection Reporting
Law for ASCs, New Jersey will be able to
track its rate of surgical infections. It’s
time to have better oversight by both the
state and consumers on the quality of care
offered by ASCs.

Ken Lindhorst
AARP New Jersey

Summit

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, December 31, 2009 Page 5

Devoted to only Bedroom Furniture for Youth, Teen and Adults

Brand names as well as our

own line of quality furniture

Dedicated to bringing a lifetime of

memories to your home

Our approach focuses on high quality

furniture, superior construction, backed

by the highest level of customer care

Free two year in home
warranty with this ad!!!

Visit us at 2725 Route 22 (center island)

Union, NJ • 908-206-1505

www.thebedroomexpo.com

“Dr. Arfanis is the most amazing 
doctor that uses state of the art technology...

He has worked tirelessly, even on his off 
hours, to fix problems with my mouth and 

relieve pain.”

“The power of preventative 

dental care cannot be stressed 

enough. Routine examinations 

and cleanings are critical to the 

health of your teeth and gums.” 
Dr. Paul Arfanis

Office:
228 St. Paul St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-0074
www.paularfanisdds.com

Special pricing for new patients
$95 Exam, X-Ray & Cleaning

First time patients only. Coupon must be present at time of appointment. 
Please print this page and bring with you to your first appointment. 

Limited time offer.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

JANUARY 2010 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: M-Th  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri  9:30 am - 5 pm  Sat  9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sun  1 - 5 pm 
Closed 1/1 for New Year’s Day and 1/18 for MLK, Jr. Day 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS (Westfield cardholders only) 

1/6   7:00 pm Healthy Eating Habits for the New Year  

1/7 10:00 am Computer Class: Travel Resources on the Internet  

1/8   1:30 pm TGIF!  Travel Alaska (video) 

1/9 10:30 am Social Networking for Adults: Facing Facebook 

1/13   7:00 pm “There’s More to NJ Than the Sopranos”  

1/14 10:00 am Computer Class: Introduction to the Internet  

1/15   1:30 pm TGIF! The Tiffanys (video) 

1/20   7:00 pm Tenor Sal Chiarelli with soprano Elga Johannes 

1/22   1:30 pm TGIF! Robert Redford (video) 

1/27   7:00 pm MothUP-a participatory storytelling event 

1/29   1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Barefoot in the Park” 

1/30   2:00 pm How to Provide Care for Your Cat and Kitten 

1/11 & 25 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 3 years) 

1/12, 19, 26   1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 

1/13, 20, 27 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 3 years) 

1/14, 21, 28 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 

1/15, 22, 29 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 

1/23 10:30 am Live Animal Friends (must be 3 or older) 

1/23   1:30 pm Live Giant Reptiles (must be 5 or older) 

1/21, 25, 26
1/24

  7 - 10 pm 
  3:30 - 10 pm 

Midterm Study Hall Nights for Teens 

1/25   3:45 pm Aesop’s Kids (elementary schoolers) 

1/31 1:30 pm grades 6-8 
2:45 pm grades 4 & 5 

Make Your Own Book with Artist Shari Seltzer 

Write whatever you want. We’ll publish it.
Effective, convenient and reasonably priced.

At your leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.com/express

Express Yourself

SP Council to Address Sewer
Bills, SPMC, Shared Svcs.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will hold its reorganiza-
tion meeting next Tuesday evening
before embarking on weeks of regu-
lar meetings and work sessions to
address the next round of sewer bills,
the downtown Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. (SPMC) and shared
services.

The council will hold a workshop
on Thursday, January 14, 2010, to
finalize the details of next year’s
sewer-utility billing, including the
particulars of how residents will be
charged for their actual usage of wa-
ter versus the flat fee that was paid in
2009.

Township Manager Chris Marion
told the council earlier in December
that a number of matters besides the
details of the residential billing will
need to be settled upon. He said com-
mercial businesses are asking to be
apprised of their bills in advance of
the actual payment due date so they
can better plan for the year. Multiple
billing due dates, either twice a year
or every quarter, have also been re-
quested by some, Mr. Marion said.
And the council may need to review
some properties in Scotch Plains and
how they are categorized for billing
purposes.

Also in January, possibly on Janu-
ary 14, the council is expected to
meet with leaders of the SPMC, the
entity created to manage the com-
mercial district that was established
under the Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID) ordinance in June 2008. At
last week’s conference meeting, Mr.
Marion noted the SID is nearing the
18-month mark of its creation, which
he thought would serve as a timely
benchmark for the council to discuss
“issues and concerns” and “help it
move along” as it enters its second
full year of operation.

Council members and other top
township officials are expected to re-
ceive the final report and recommen-
dations of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Shared Services Study Committee,
which has spent much of this year
looking into whether or not
Fanwood’s and Scotch Plains’ de-
partments and services can be com-
bined in a money-saving effort. The

township has received some short-
term recommendations, Mr. Marion
said, one of which is to combine the
dispatch operations of the two towns’
police departments. Mr. Marion said
the move “makes a lot of sense from
an operational perspective,” and rec-
ommended scheduling a meeting to
discuss the idea with the police chiefs
of the two towns.

In other business, tree trimming
and the initial stage of construction
on the Route 22 bridge in Scotch
Plains connecting Park Avenue with
Bonnie Burn and New Providence
Roads are slated to get underway next
week. Drivers should expect tempo-
rary lane closures for the tree-trim-
ming efforts, which will begin on
Tuesday, January 5, as well as for the
initial bridge construction, set to start
later next week.

The first stage of the bridge con-
struction, which is expected to last
until the end of the 2010, will involve
a widening of northbound Bonnie
Burn Road and westbound New Provi-
dence Roads leading to the roads’
intersection, along with some widen-
ing of the southern end of the bridge
at Park Avenue.

Mr. Marion said last week that elec-
tronic signs would be in place to alert
drivers to lane alterations and clo-
sures, as well as other changes in
traffic patterns. He said residents can
consult the township website,
scotchplainsnj.com, for information
as the 19-month project moves for-
ward.

YOU’RE A GRAND NEW FLAG…A new United States Flag flies over the
Westfield campus at Holy Trinity Interparochial School in honor of Veterans Day
and to welcome back the troops from Iraq. Pictured are Angelo Castucci, vice
principal, far left, alongside, back row, left to right, Andrew Jordan and James
Gabriel; and front row, left to right, Julia MacDonald, Erica MacDonald and
Joshua Cucuzzella.

Bagger Notes Corzine
Budgets Cuts

TRENTON – Last week, Rich Bag-
ger, co-chair of Governor-Elect Chris
Christie’s Budget and Tax Taskforce,
released the following statement re-
garding news of additional budget
cuts:

“It is belated, but good news that
the Corzine Administration has come
forward with spending cuts that Gov-
ernor-Elect Christie and others have
called for. However, there continues
to be real risk of a further revenue
shortfall in this year’s budget. The
fact that the Corzine Administration
plans to push through last minute
discretionary spending is cause for
significant concern.”

State AFL-CIO Comments
On Senate Health Care Bill

TRENTON – “We respect the U.S.
Senate’s diligence and recognize the
significance of its passing the first
comprehensive health care reform bill
in over 40 years,” said the New Jersey
State American Federation of Labor
and Congress of Industrial Organiza-
tions (AFL-CIO) President Charles
Wowkanech. “However, for this health
care bill to be worthy of the support of
working men and women, substantial
changes must still be made.”

“Without the public option, the Sen-
ate bill will not check costs in the short
term. Additionally, the Senate bill does
not ensure that employers pay their
fair share and it is not financed fairly,
given the inclusion of a tax on work-
ers’ hard-earned and negotiated ben-
efits,” said President Wowkanech. “The
House bill is the right model for re-
form since it will lower health care
costs more quickly, cover more people,
and does not place a tax on the middle
class to fund reform.”

“We look forward to working with
our two Senators, who strongly sup-

port achieving the best possible bill
for working families, as well as the
rest of the New Jersey Congressional
Delegation as the House and Senate
bills are merged,” said President
Wowkanech. “We must insist that the
right version of reform is the one that
makes it to President Obama’s desk.”

Kean Dismayed by
Corzine ‘Doles’

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. issued the fol-
lowing statement regarding last
week’s budget announcement by the
Corzine Administration:

“Governor Corzine appears to have
begun to adjust the Fiscal Year 2010
budget. However, I am dismayed the
administration chose to dole out more
than $350 million in additional spend-
ing for a favored few while cutting
school aid across the state.

“New Jersey’s budget is danger-
ously out of balance this year, and
next year will almost certainly be
worse. Hard choices will have to be
made. Budget priorities will have to
be set that benefit everyone, not just
the favored few.”

Union County College
Gets Federal Grant

ELIZABETH – Last week, Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari of Linden joined
with officials from Union County
College (UCC) and New Jersey City
University (NJCU) to announce a fed-
eral grant award of more than $3
million to help support a five-year
collaborative project designed to en-
courage academic success for His-
panic and other low-income students
enrolled in Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathematics majors.

“The broader societal benefits of
long-term investment and expansion
of higher educational resources must
be encouraged,” said Senator Scutari
(D). “These services allow students
to receive full professional career
development training at a critical
stage. This will lead to more job
choices for these students and ulti-
mately to a better educated workforce
for New Jersey and the nation.”

Senator Scutari joined with UCC
President, Dr. Thomas Brown, and
NJCU President, Dr. Carlos
Hernandez at UCC’s Elizabeth Cam-
pus to announce the federal funding
for the collaborative, five-year project
entitled “Improving the Pipeline in
STEM Education.”

The federal funding is from the
United States Department of Educa-
tion, Developing Hispanic-Serving
Institutions (HSI) program.

The collaboration between the two
schools seeks seamless transition be-
tween the two-year UCC and four-
year NJCU academic programs, im-
proved career pathway counseling,
expanded distance learning and up-
dated learning resources, including
lab materials and technology equip-
ment.

OPEN 24 HOURS
goleader.com

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OH HOLY LIGHT...On Christmas Eve, luminaries lit the area’s many streets,
such as on Willow Grove Road, Alden Avenue and Standish Avenue in Westfield.

HAVE A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS

NEW YEAR

HELLO 2010
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PTA Council and BOE
Post Public Discussion
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Parent-Teacher As-
sociation (PTA) Council and the
board of education will host a public
discussion on Monday, January 11,
at 7:30 p.m. on pressing issues fac-
ing the school district today and in
the future.

The event will be held in the me-
dia center at Park Middle School,
located on Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Parents and other members
of the community are encouraged to
attend and participate.

Mark Elsasser to Discuss
YMCA History at Lunch

WESTFIELD – “The History of
the YMCA” will be the topic of Mark
Elsasser, chief executive officer of
the Westfield Area “Y,” in a slide/
lecture presentation at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society. The luncheon will
take place at noon on January 6 at the
Echo Lake Country Club, located at
515 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

In his talk, Mr. Elsasser will present
the history of the YMCA, which was
founded in London in 1844, and has
grown to be one of the largest na-
tional and international organizations
in the world. He also will present the
history of the Westfield Area YMCA,
founded in 1923, which has now,
through its policies, programs and
organization, been serving the
Westfield area for more than 85 years.

Mr. Elsasser has served as chief
executive officer of the Westfield Area
“Y” since July of 2002, and has been
connected with the YMCA for more

than 30 years. Before coming to
Westfield, he served six years as the
executive vice president of opera-
tions of the YMCA of Central Mary-
land, which had eight branches. Prior
to that he was district vice president
and senior vice president of the
YMCA in Philadelphia.

He holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in Health, Physical Education
and Recreation from Lock Haven
University in Lock Haven, Pa. and a
Master of Science degree in Organi-
zational Management specializing in
non-profit organizations from LaSalle
University in Philadelphia. He earned
his national CFRE (Certified
Fundraising Executive) certification
in 1992 and is a national YMCA
senior director.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon
on Monday, January 4. The cost of the
luncheon is $18, including gratuity.

Mike Schatzki to Give Talk
On Getting Fit ‘Sweatlessly’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is

invited to the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Monday, January 11, at 7
p.m. to hear Mike Schatzki speak
about how “incredibly easy” he claims
it is to get fit and stay fit “sweatlessly.”
All attendees will receive a free prize.

Mr. Schatzki will speak about the
health benefits of losing weight and
staying fit. Speaking from personal
experience, he will relate how he trans-
formed himself from a “full-fledged,
grade-A, certified couch potato” into a
“recovering couch potato.” He asserts
that there are “sweatless” alternatives
to traditional forms of exercise, for
those who want to get fit.

A Certified Speaking Professional,
Mr. Schatzki has spoken to audiences
in 27 countries for more than 25 years.
He received his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree, magna cum laude, from
Haverford College and his M.P.A.
degree from the Woodrow Wilson
School of Princeton University.

This program is free and open to all.
Attendees are encouraged to register
through the library’s website,
scotlib.org, calling (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or by e-mail at
library@scotlib.org. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township.

AARP Chapter to Feature
Dog Therapy Team Visit

WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will hold its first meeting of the new
year on Monday, January 4. It will take
place beginning at 1 p.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains.

Steven Herz and Koko, his
Labradoodle certified therapy dog,
will be the guests. This “dog team”
has worked with St. Hubert’s Paws
for People program since October
2005, traveling to 18 different venues
throughout four New Jersey coun-
ties, among them Overlook Hospital
in Summit and Lincoln Elementary
School in Newark.

Mr. Herz will explain the training
and work of a therapy dog and how

their visits have affected in a positive
way the lives of many people.

After the program, the AARP chap-
ter will hold a business meeting fol-
lowed by refreshments. Those who
have not yet paid their $5 dues may
do so at this meeting. Additionally,
the chapter still is in need of volun-
teers for its nominating committee,
trips and tours, and chaplain.

Collette Tours is still holding 10
seats for the chapter for anyone inter-
ested in going on a trip to South
Dakota-The Black Hills and Bad-
lands, from June 17 to 23, 2010. In-
terested persons are asked to call the
chapter president at (732) 388-4367.
Chapter members also are asked to
continue their donations of non-per-
ishable food items for the Westfield
Food Pantry.

Library Requests Material
For History Archive Display
GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-

lic Library, located at 411 Third
Avenue at the corner of Walnut
Street, is establishing a Garwood
History Archive as part of a perma-
nent display in the library.

Incorporated in 1903, the Bor-
ough of Garwood has many current
residents whose parents or relatives
may have resided in the community
since its beginning, or who moved
into the borough during the 1940s
or 1950s, when Garwood was the
industrial center of Union County.

If anyone has items of interest
such as school photographs, gradu-
ation pictures, memorabilia, photo-
graphs of the borough, Jefferson
School, Franklin School or St.
Anne’s School pictures, parade pic-
tures, old newspapers of Garwood
news or personal photographs of
long-past residents, either identifi-
able or not, the library would like to
be the repository for these items.

In addition to preserving these
items, the goals of the history
archive are to enable youngsters to

see what Garwood looked like when
their parents or grandparents were
young, and also provide borough
residents with memories or perhaps
clues to some of the unidentified
people in their pictures.

For further information, contact
the staff at the Garwood Public Li-
brary at (908) 789-1670 or by e-mail
at garwoodlibrary@gmail.com.

Members of Rake and Hoe
Participate In Workshops

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield enjoy sharing their flower-
arranging and horticulture expertise
with one another.

In the past few months, several
members’ workshops were held to
teach the making of L-shaped flower
designs, Williamsburg plaques for
the holidays, and forcing spring bulbs
to bloom in a pot.

In flower arranging, Barbara
Mullin, a New Jersey flower judge,
teacher and award-winning arranger,
opened up her home to 10 members
to learn the art of arranging flowers
in an L design, something she does
every weekend for her church. One
member was awarded the finished
design to take home.

In another workshop, members
created Williamsburg Plaques, a tra-
ditional holiday decoration of the
type used in Colonial Williamsburg.
The design is made on a rectangular
base and includes seasonal greens,
fruits, pods and dried flowers.

In Williamsburg, the plaques are
hung on doors, fences, stairways,
walls and windowsills, and also used
as table decorations. Each member
created a plaque for her home for the
holidays.

Lastly, in the bulb-forcing work-
shop, members were guided by ex-
perienced members through the steps
of bulb forcing such as arranging the
soil with daffodil and grape hya-
cinth bulbs. Each member went home
with potted bulbs and the follow-up
planting directions. Their pots should
be blooming indoors by mid-March.

The Rake and Hoe Garden Club of

Westfield has a long term reputation
for its service to the community and
donations to worthy causes. Its
membership is diverse, spanning all
ages, interests and occupations. Each
member brings knowledge to share
with the rest of the group.

Federated with the National Council
of State Garden Clubs, and the Garden
Club of New Jersey, the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club has between 50 and 70
members, all of whom share a love of
flowers and gardening. For membership
information, call Maryann Pietruszki,
club president, at (908) 789-9254.

SPRING FORTH…Fran Brady of the
Rake and Hoe Garden Club of
Westfield puts grape hyacinth and daf-
fodil bulbs in her pot during the club’s
bulb-forcing workshop.

Fashion Show January 31
To Benefit ECF and CBI

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congregation
Beth Israel and The Emmanuel Can-
cer Foundation will collaborate to host
their second annual day of “Fashion,
Food and Fun” on Sunday, January 31,
from 2 to 5 p.m. at the synagogue.

Proceeds from the fashion show
will benefit The Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation – a non-profit organiza-
tion headquartered in Scotch Plains
that provides emotional and material
support to New Jersey’s children with
cancer and their families – and Con-
gregation Beth Israel.

Lord & Taylor of Westfield will
provide fashions for men, women and
children. All fashion models will be
volunteers from either Congregation
Beth Israel or The Emmanuel Cancer

Foundation.
“Last year’s fashion show was a great

event for a great cause. We are excited
to team up with The Emmanuel Cancer
Foundation again this year for another
fun and worthwhile fundraiser,” said
Davida Berkowitz, executive director
of Congregation Beth Israel.

The fashion show will be open to the
community. The first 100 pre-regis-
tered guests will receive gift bags. A
raffle will be held with prizes for all
ages. Light refreshments will be served
at the event.

To register, call the synagogue office
at (908) 889-1830. Tickets cost $10 for
adults and $5 for children under 10.
Congregation Beth Israel is located at
18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains.

CHRISTMAS CHERUBS…Prior to closing for the Christmas break, the chil-
dren from Willow Grove Pre-School held their annual Christmas program. Each
class performed holiday poems and songs for the families. Children in the 3 Minus
Classes, pictured from left to right, are: Madeline Marcovecchio, Julia Redlich,
Julianna Esola, Alyssa Martucci, Hailey Flood, Caden Matulonis, Ellie Agnello
and Connor Matulonis.

Willow Grove Pre-School
Reveals Open House Date

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School will hold a parent
pre-registration open house for the
2010-2011 school year on Friday,
January 22 (the snow date is Tuesday,
January 26).

The event is scheduled to begin at
10:15 a.m. in the church’s Alexander
Hall. Director Kathy Calello will
present a slide show giving an over-
view of the pre-school program, along
with a tour of the facility.

Willow Grove Pre-School is a Chris-
tian pre-school, sponsored by the Wil-
low Grove Presbyterian Church and
licensed by the state of New Jersey.
Class teachers are state-certified edu-

cators. There are classes for children
who will be 2 years old by April 1 in
the 3 Minus Program, along with
classes for 3 year olds, 4 year olds and
the 4+ class for children who either
miss the kindergarten cutoff date or
just need another year of pre-school.

The Willow Grove Pre-School is
located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Registration for the school
year 2010-2011 will begin on Mon-
day, February 1, for present enrollees
and alumni. Open registration will
begin on Tuesday, February 9. For
further information, call Mrs. Calello
at (908) 232-7117 or e-mail
office@willowgrovepreschool.org.

A GREAT HIKE…Eighteen scouts and leaders from Boy Scout Troop 73 in
Westfield and 16 Webelos and parents from Westfield hiked through the Watchung
Reservation December 12. The scouts did 10 miles and the Webelos did five miles.
They saw the ruins of water power industries on Green Brook, passed through the
Deserted Village and placed American flags on the graves of three Revolutionary
War veterans in a small nearby cemetery. For information about joining Troop
73, call Scout Master Steve Deduck at (908) 233-2867. The scouts who completed
the 10 miles can use the hike towards their Hiking Merit Badge.

Library Events to Explore
Healthy Eating, Facebook

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library has announced the
dates for two upcoming programs.
“Healthy Eating Habits for the New
Year” will be held on Wednesday,
January 6, at 7 p.m., and “Social
Networking for Adults: Facing
Facebook” will take place on Satur-
day, January 9, at 10:30 a.m.

Ellen Ahern, director of Dietary
Services for the Ashbrook Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center in Scotch
Plains, will discuss what constitutes
healthy eating and how to establish
new eating habits.

Amy Kearns, president of the New
Jersey Library Association Informa-
tion Technology Section, will present
the Facebook program.

According to a July report released
by iStrategyLabs, Facebook gained
its 300 millionth user in September
2009. Its popularity among those 55
and older is booming, as users in this
age group increased by 513.7 percent
in the last six months.

“If you attend this program, you’ll

learn why so many adults are flock-
ing to this popular social networking
site,” said Ms. Kearns. “By the end of
the program, you will understand what
Facebook is, and why to use it, and
who is using Facebook and how. We’ll
also discuss privacy settings, privacy
issues and Facebook etiquette.”

Ms. Kearns is program coordinator
for the Central Jersey Regional Li-
brary Cooperative and is a part-time
lecturer at the School of Communi-
cation and Information at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick. She
has worked in public libraries, has
been a technology speaker and trainer
for the past two years and has a chap-
ter included in the upcoming book,
“Teaching Generation M: A Hand-
book for Librarians and Educators.”

Both programs are open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. To
register, visit wmlnj.org and click on
Online Calendar, or call (908) 789-
4090, extension no. 4140.

Andrew Van Haasteren
Achieves Rank of Eagle

FANWOOD – Andrew Van
Haasteren was formally recognized
as Boy Scout Troop 33’s 86th Eagle
Scout at an Eagle Court of Honor on
October 25 at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church.

The rank of Eagle is
the pinnacle of a Boy
Scout’s career. A can-
didate must advance
through five Scout
ranks, earn 21 merit
badges and take on
positions of leadership
and responsibility
within his troop. The
final challenge is an
Eagle Scout Leader-
ship Service Project.

Andrew’s Eagle
Project addressed the
seriously declining
numbers of monarch
butterflies, caused by
suburban encroachment on habitats
and food sources. Working with
Fanwood’s Environmental Commis-
sion, Andrew developed a butterfly
garden plan, solicited plants and or-
ganic materials to build a “lasagna”
style planting bed and directed 42
volunteers in creating a 600-square-
foot certified Monarch Butterfly
Waystation.

This garden, abutting the
Fanwood Nature Center, includes
more than 130 plants of over 25
species. Officially dedicated by
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr in
September, the garden has earned a
2009 Environmental Achievement
Award from the Association of New
Jersey Environmental Commis-
sions. For more information, visit
fanwoodec.org.

During his Scouting career in
Troop 33, Andrew has served as
patrol leader, quartermaster and as-
sistant senior patrol leader. He was
selected to attend National Youth
Leadership Training in 2007.

Andrew, a senior at Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School, was inducted
last year into the National Honor
Society and Spanish National Honor
Society. Competing in the New Jer-
sey Science League/Physics I, he
placed 10th in the state, and he has

served as a peer tutor
in science and math-
ematics. Andrew has
been a Raiders football
player for three years,
lettering in two, and
coaches Powder Puff
football. He also ex-
pects to earn his fourth
varsity letter in swim-
ming this winter.

Andrew is the son of
Jane and Jim Van
Haasteren of Fanwood.
He is grateful for the
support of the Union
County Master Garden-
ers, local individuals,

and businesses including Double
Dipper Café, Fanwood Bagel, the
Fanwood Corner Store, Miele’s
Greenhouses, Parker Gardens and
Tom the Greengrocer.

Troop 33 welcomes new mem-
bers, ages 11 to 17, at any time of
the year. The troop also sponsors a
co-ed Venture Crew. For more in-
formation, visit bsatroop33.com or
call Scoutmaster Rich Buchanan at
(908) 322-7119.

Andrew Van Haasteren

Caregivers to Gather
On Monday Evening
WESTFIELD – A support group

for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, January 4, at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, located on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

BRINGING HOLIDAY CHEER…Every December, members of the Garden
Club of Westfield decorate wreaths with holiday greens from their gardens and
display them on Westfield’s municipal building, police headquarters and firehouses.
Pictured, Sally Brown, Jane Curtis, Elaine Junguenet, Cathleen Lamond, Irene
Ilaria and Ruth Paul hang wreaths on the municipal building.
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Winter Break Opportunities
To Instill Respect In Kids
By REV. DR. DARLA DEE

TURLINGTON

Winter break. School’s out and the
kids are home for the week. Sounds
like an opportunity! But an opportu-
nity for what?

I would like to suggest that it is an
opportunity for ingraining one of the
most necessary and desirable charac-
ter traits of the modern world: Re-
spect.

Here’s how you might go about it:
1. Many have just received lovely

presents. Be sure they explore and
savor each one. Work with them to
put complicated equipment together.
When they get frustrated, read the
directions to them! Demonstrate re-
spect for property.

2. Behind the gifts are the givers. Be
sure your children send a “thank you”
to those who went to the trouble of
providing them with a present. Whether
or not they like the gift; whether or not
they much care for the giver, it is good
manners to say thanks. An old-fash-
ioned thank you note will be cher-
ished, but an e-mail, e-card or text
message will do, too. Offer to read
over the first one they construct to be
sure they have caught the idea and the
spirit of acknowledging a gift. Dem-
onstrate respect for receiving.

3. You, Mom or Dad, have really
extended yourself these past few weeks
to be sure the holidays were meaning-
ful. You probably do not have the week
“off.” Your children could help around
the house, take on some winter chores
or projects, or set up some of your
technological presents for you. Set
some personal boundaries and do not
cater to their demands. Demonstrate
respect for parents.

4. If you notice your family mem-
bers inhabiting separate spaces, plan
a family “event,” like watching a clas-
sic movie together, complete with
popcorn, then discuss the values re-
flected in the movie. If you notice
them sitting around a lot, engage them
in some outdoor activities. Demon-
strate respect for healthy living.

5. Watch for changes in your child’s
communication with friends. If there
are tensions, help them think through
the issues and choose a course of
action that honors both their friend
and themselves. Demonstrate respect
for others.

6. Monitor your child’s electronic
communication with “friends of
friends,” and raise their awareness of
risks. Demonstrate respect for oneself.

The winter break: it’s a great op-
portunity for nurturing respect. Re-
spect is a glue for human social rela-
tions and a mark of good breeding.
Further, it is consistent with the val-
ues of the major religions of the world.
My own faith tradition, Christianity,
assumes that God respects human
identity and independence so much
that God allows us to misuse our free
will rather than manipulate us as
though we were puppets. But wher-
ever human beings submit their will
to God’s own, they are directed to
treat others in the same ways that God
treats them: with love, concern, for-
giveness, helpfulness and respect. If
you haven’t given religion much
thought for a while, winter break is an
opportunity!

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is senior pas-

tor at the First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

Workshop to Address
Financial Aid Issues

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer a free
parent-student workshop entitled
“College Financial Aid/FAFSA” from
7:15 to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, Janu-
ary 14. The workshop will provide a
complete overview of the financial
aid process.

Michael Fleyzor of College Choice
Consultants LLC will cover topics
including an overview of financial
aid, how to apply for aid and how
financial need is determined. Mr.
Fleyzor will stress the importance of
the FAFSA for every student and give
tips for filling out the FAFSA.

This program is free and open to all
interested participants. Attendees are
encouraged to register through the
library’s website, scotlib.org, by call-
ing (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204, or e-mailing library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center
of the township.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.G.

– Obituaries –
Richard Preston, 84, Exxon Executive;
Loving Husband, Dad and Grandfather

Richard L. Preston

Richard L. “Dick” Preston, 84, of
Houston, Tex. and Delray Beach, Fla.
died peacefully on Wednesday, De-
cember 16, 2009, at Memorial
Hermann Hospital in
Houston.

Dick was born in An-
napolis, Md. on August
11, 1925 and moved with
his family to Kennett
Square, Pa., where he
spent the majority of his
youth. Following high
school graduation, he
enlisted and served as an
Air Force navigator dur-
ing World War II. While
stationed in England, he
flew bombing missions
over Germany and participated in the
effort to airlift concentration camp
survivors to safety.

Following the war, Dick returned
to Kennett Square and married Eliza-
beth Norris in a wonderful union that
was to last over 61 years.

In 1949, Dick’s ambitious nature
and determination as a student re-
sulted in his graduation from the
University of Delaware’s Chemical
Engineering program in just under
three years. Upon graduation, he ac-
cepted a position with Exxon Mobil,
thus beginning what became a 37-
year career with the company. He
moved to Westfield, N.J. in 1951,
where he and his wife raised their
three children and lived for 30 years
before relocating to Houston in 1980.

During his career, Dick served in
various executive positions within
Exxon, primarily in its International
and Far Eastern divisions. In the 1970s
he was responsible for Exxon’s ma-

rine and tanker fleet, and under his
supervision, the first ever supertanker
was designed and built. Dick retired
from Exxon in 1986 and enjoyed an

active retirement with
travel, golf and winters
spent at his second home in
Delray Beach, Fla.

An avid golfer, he played
many of the world’s finest
golf courses and loved ev-
ery aspect of the game, even
dabbling in making new
drivers for anyone willing
to try them out. He was a
member of several golf
clubs, including Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield,
Pine Forest Country Club

in Houston, The Little Club in Gulf
Stream, Fla. and his favorite, Pine
Tree Country Club in Boynton Beach,
Fla.

Dick was an adoring husband, a
wise and beloved father and a benevo-
lent grandfather. He is survived by his
wife, Elizabeth; his son, Richard
Preston of New Jersey; his daughters,
Deborah Preston of Seattle and Cynthia
Matteson of Houston, and five grand-
children, Andrew Preston, Elizabeth
Preston Lord, Jordon Preston, Jeffrey
Preston Lord and Preston Petit.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, December 28, at the Grace
Presbyterian Church in Houston.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations be made out to:
University of Delaware – in memory
of Richard Preston ’49, and mailed to
Development Services, Rees Hall,
University of Delaware, Newark, Del.
19716.
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Alice M. Faust, 89, Church Member;
Was Muhlenberg Hospital Volunteer

Alice M. Faust, 89, of Scotch
Plains died on Thursday, December
24, at Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital in Rahway.

Born and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
she lived in Scotch Plains since 1953.

Mrs. Faust was a member of the
Faith Lutheran Church in New
Providence and was a member of
the auxiliary at Muhlenberg Hospi-
tal in Plainfield, where she volun-
teered for many years.

Her husband, Peter, predeceased
her in 1996.

Surviving are her daughter, Doris
Johnson, and her husband, Ed; her
son, Peter Faust, Jr., and his wife,
Diane; four grandchildren, Lynne
Melhuish, Nancy Waters, Christo-
pher Faust and Nicholas Faust, and
two great-grandchildren, Alex and
Matthew Melhuish.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, December 28, at the Faith
Lutheran Church. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-

rection of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

Those who wish may make con-
tributions to Faith Lutheran Church,
524 South Street, New Providence,
N.J. 07974. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences,
please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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GIVEN WITH LOVE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Newcomers’ Club recently
held its annual Holiday Breakfast, during which Santa distributed gifts to the
children of club members. Members also collected many brand new hats, gloves,
scarves and sweatshirts to be donated to the StarFish charity at the Covenant
United Methodist Church in Plainfield. Pictured, club member Karen Murphy
and her daughter, Lila, donate mittens.

Needle Nite Program
To Resume January 8
FANWOOD – The monthly Needle

Nite program at the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church will resume on Friday,
January 8, at 7:30 p.m. in Westminster
Hall on Marian Avenue.

Individuals interested in
needlecrafts are welcome to attend
and join others in knitting, crocheting
or preparing quilts while enjoying
fellowship.

The knitted and crocheted items have
found various places of need: Beth
Israel Hospital for newborns; nursing
homes, and helmet liners for service
people. The quilts are being made for
the Center for Hope Hospice and for
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Needles, yarn, fabric, patterns and
teachers will be available. For further
information about this program or
directions to the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church, call the church office at
(908) 889-8891.

Pet Therapy Dogs Benefit
Residents at The Chelsea

FANWOOD – There may be no
medicine, device or procedure that
brings as much peace and good feel-
ing to residents of The Chelsea at
Fanwood as Murphy.

“I feel 20 years younger when I
walk into the room,” remarked resi-
dent Elizabeth Shea, who is greeted
enthusiastically by Murphy, a therapy
dog in training. At only eight months
old, Murphy, an Australian Shep-
herd, is affectionate, obedient, com-
pact and totally friendly.

“It’s a documented fact that pet-
ting animals is soothing,” said Joan
Jewczyn, a former NBC News jour-
nalist who is now a certified pet
therapist. Along with Murphy and
Merit, a 10-year-old Greyhound
who is a fully certified therapy dog,
Ms. Jewczyn has visited The
Chelsea at Fanwood every Friday
for the past six years.

“I wanted to give back to the
community,” she said of her post-
news life as a pet therapist.

To become a certified therapy dog,
the animal has to pass the American
Kennel Club’s Good Citizenship
Test, which means obeying basic
commands. Then, the dog and owner
spend a day in training sponsored

by a group like Therapet, a national
organization that advocates using
pets in various healthcare settings.
At The Chelsea, the mission is
simple – making residents feel good.

Resident Martha Brief sits on the
couch and up jumps Murphy to give
her some unsolicited love.

“He’s so friendly,” she said, an
understatement as Murphy licks as
much exposed skin as he can find.

Therapy dogs also are utilized at
The Chelsea at Brookfield, the
company’s newest assisted living
community in Belvidere, Warren
County. There, Jersey, a six-year-
old German Shepherd, and pet thera-
pist Christine Stefani have just
started visiting.

“The response is great, even from
the staff,” said Ms. Stefani, a nurse
and mother whose experience with
patients and children is as good as it
gets for a pet therapist. “It’s not just
the dog wandering around. It’s a
team effort. I have experience inter-
acting with patients, so I know how
to approach people.”

Literacy Volunteers Holds
New Tutor Registration

AREA – Literacy Volunteers of
Union County is a non-profit, volun-
teer driven organization that seeks to
improve the lives of adults by teaching
them to read, write and speak English
so they can participate more fully in
family, workplace and community life.

Tutors meet with their students one
hour a week at public libraries
throughout Union County. Tutors do
not need any teaching experience and
it is not necessary to know a foreign
language to become a volunteer.

Through the program, adult learn-
ers have been able to obtain a driver’s
license, earn a high school equiva-
lency diploma and increase their abil-
ity to get better jobs and be more
productive workers. Other adult learn-
ers are giving back to the community
by facilitating a support group, teach-
ing a computer skills class at a local
library to adult learners and conduct-
ing conversation groups to enable stu-
dents to become more comfortable in
speaking and writing English.

Registration has begun for the Win-
ter Session of the New Tutors Train-
ing Workshop Series. This 15-hour
workshop will be conducted over
three Saturdays. The three sessions
will take place at the Rahway Public

Library, located at 2 City Hall Plaza
in Rahway, on January 30, February 6
and February 13, 2010. This is a
change from previously announced
dates and locations.

All three sessions will begin at 9:30
a.m. and conclude at 2:30 p.m. There
is a $40 registration fee to cover the
cost of materials used for training.
Need-based scholarships are avail-
able to cover the registration fee.

Literacy Volunteers recently
launched a new website, lvaunion.org.
To register for the New Tutors Train-
ing Workshop, visit the website and
click on “Become Involved” or call
Susan at (908) 755-7998.

Pet Adoptions on Tap
Weekend of Jan. 9-10
AREA – Lost Paws Animal Res-

cue, a non-profit animal welfare or-
ganization serving New Jersey, will
sponsor pet adoption events on Satur-
day and Sunday, January 9 and 10,
from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. at the
PETsMART store in Bridgewater’s
Promenade Mall, located at the inter-
section of Route 28 and Route 287.

Among the many cats and kittens
for adoption will be “Amber,” an
orange domestic short-haired tabby
cat described as affectionate, ador-
able and a little shy. The best home
for her would be with another cat
with which she can play. Amber is
up to date on her vaccinations, is
spayed and has tested negative for
feline leukemia and FIV. She cur-
rently is in a foster home.

To adopt, for more information or
to see other pets for adoption, refer-
ence the Internet at lpar.petfinder.com.

Labyrinth Walk Set
For New Year’s Eve

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church will hold a special New
Year’s Eve labyrinth walk tonight,
Thursday, December 31, from 10:30
p.m. to 12:30 a.m. in the church’s
Thompson Youth Center.

The next regular labyrinth walk
will take place this Sunday, January
3, in the church’s Bates Hall. Indi-
viduals may walk the labyrinth any
time between 1 and 4 p.m., but are
asked to begin their walk by 3:30 p.m.
Subsequent walks will be held the
first Sunday of every month, unless
otherwise specified.

The First Presbyterian Church is
located at 11 Springfield Avenue in
Cranford. For more information, call
the church at (908) 276-8440.

Watchnight Service
Is Set For Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s
Baptist Church will hold its Annual
Watchnight Service tonight, Thurs-
day, December 31, starting at 10 p.m.
All are invited to come and give thanks
for the past year and to look forward
to the new year. The church is located
at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The public is invited to this
event. For more information, call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

A GOOD LICKIN’…Therapy dog in training Murphy greets Martha Brief, a
resident of The Chelsea at Fanwood. Pet therapist and former NBC News
journalist Joan Jewczyn makes weekly visits to The Chelsea with Murphy and
fully-certified therapy dog Merit. The dogs are described as having a comforting
effect on residents there.
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DREIDEL, DREIDEL, DREIDEL…On December 15, Westfield’s Lincoln School
held a school-wide Hanukkah celebration, which included a story read by
principal Audrey Zavetz. Pictured here, kindergarten student Zachary Roitman
prepares to take a turn at spinning the dreidel during a Hanukkah celebration in
Mary Ann Sepe’s class. Children in the class also sampled potato latkes, a
traditional side dish eaten during the Jewish Hanukkah holiday. The child to the
right is Gracie Gigantino

BEDEVILED…Three members of the New Jersey Devils came and spent the
afternoon at First Children School in Fanwood. The three visiting players were
Iikka Pikkarainen, Yann Danis and Dean McAmmond; they were accompanied
by Matt Loughlin, radio announcer and representative. Not only did the Devils
visit with every student, they brought shirts and calendars, which they autographed,
and they posed for pictures as well. First Children School is dedicated to the
education and rehabilitation of children with disabilities from mild to severe.
Above, Devils forward McAmmond brings holiday cheer to student Leona.

Community Gathers
To Benefit Autism NJ

WESTFIELD – A Holiday Tea and
Fashion Show hosted by the Woman’s
Club of Westfield (WCW) was held
December 5 at the Presbyterian
Church of Westfield on Mountain
Avenue.

Ana Beall’s Tea Room of Westfield
provided teas, and Ahrre’s Coffee
Roastery donated the coffee served at
the event. Lord & Taylor provided the
clothing for the fashion show. Special
guest, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz, was one of the featured mod-
els along with club members Sally
Brown and Jane Walsweer.

Friends of WCW Lorraine Doria,
Brett Malak, students Jordan Gra-
ham, Ronnie and Peter Munkittrick,
Julian and Olivia Mazzola, Cas Malak
and Andrew and Sophia Principato
also participated as models.

Santa Claus made an appearance
and modeled his 2009 winter suit.
Adults and children alike attended
the sold-out show.

The Westfield Strings, led by

Theresa Kiesel and pianist Henry
Hershey, played a repertoire of holi-
day and classical music. All proceeds
will benefit Autism New Jersey.

The event was aided by strong com-
munity support. Many local students
offered their help and volunteered as
part of fulfilling their service hours
through working for a good cause.

Jennifer Principato, event coordi-
nator, was also grateful for the sup-
port received from local businesses
that donated products and giveaways.
Students from McKinley Elementary
School in Westfield pitched in and
made decorative snowflakes, which
complemented the outdoor snow.

As part of the fundraiser, the Woman’s
Club is selling a variety of poinsettia
plants, which can be delivered or picked
up. They are $10 each. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 317-4730.

Autism New Jersey is a nonprofit
agency providing information and
advocacy, services, family and pro-
fessional education and consultation.

Honor Roll
Terrill Middle School

First Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kevin
Holloway, principal of Terrill Middle
School of Scotch Plains, announced his
school’s first marking period honor roll.

6th Grade Honor Roll
Brianna Acosta, Gabriel Alvarez, Emma

Bagat, Daniel Baliko, Thomas Bara, Micaiah
Battle, Noah Bernstein, Justin Boozer, Emily
Boyle, Rachel Braun, Samantha Broders, Brit-
tany Brown, Joseph Buttigheri, Robert Choi,
Ashley Christian, Madeline Chrystal, Zachary
Cimring, James Clarke, Emily Cohen, Christo-
pher Debelak, Edward Depaola, Kayla Diggs,
Connor Dombrowski, Christopher Duffy,
Jacqueline Fahrenholz, Daniel Fortune, Zackary
Fuimo, Adam Gelfand, Nicholas Giardiello, Ira
Gotliboym, Joseph Guidi, Matthew Halpin, Mat-
thew Heath, Nina Hernandez, Ani Hsu Obrock,
Isabella Iacona, Sofia Jimenez, Camille Johnson,
Kristen Koederitz, Madison Korteling, Emma
Kowalczyk, Jessica Laucik, Bryce Layne, Aaron
Lee, Tyler Litwin, Alberto Manrique, Brian
McManus, Shane McParland, Erin Mecca,
Bethany Mills, Nina Mineo, Thomas Novak,
Matthew Oslislo, Anniston Pagano, Nicholas
Paiva, Sagar Patel, Christina Peluso, Hannah
Postlewait, Devin Racaniello, Stephen Radice,
Harry Randazzo, Kaleb Rembert, Andrew
Rimpici, Erykah Robinson, Allison Roden, Ari
Rosenzweig, Samuel Sadel, Matthew Scariati,
Matthew Schuman, Tori Sciara, Hannah Simon,
Alexander Skowronski, Taylor Spirko, Rebecca
Stein, Aurelia Tantra, Isaiah Thompson, Vincent
Verdiramo, Devin Voorhees, Mariah Weigel,
Kathleen Welch, Jason Wendel, Griffin Whitmer,
Joshua Widman, Leah Womelsdorf, Michael
Wright, Kaitlyn Yip, Jenni Zakarin, Naomi
Zaksenberg, Emily Zaller

6th Grade High
Honor Roll

Rebecca Ames, Joshua Axelrod, Caroline
Babis, Amanda Banasiak, Madison Banker, Sa-
rah Barash, Molly Becker, Michael Besson,
Alexander Bonadies, August Bratti, Nancy
Canevari, Celeste Cappadoccia, Giovanna
Carlino, Laura Charos, Joseph Cianciotta, Jordan
Cimring, David Clancy, Peter Coronato, Shan-
non Costello, Paige Crandall, Akash Dalal, Sarah
Davis, Richard Dazzo, Darby Debonis, Jack
Defouw, Catherine Depaola, Margaret Desantis,
Madison Dieu, Kevin Fleck, Ally Flynn, Kara
Foley, Abigail Fossaceca, Giulia Frias, Alexander
Frier, Matthew Garber, Rachel Gerstenfeld,
Vernika Goel, Fallon Goldberg, Brian Grimaldi,
Tyler Guensch, Patrick Henkels, Suzanne
Imperiale, Cooper Jones, Lizabeth Kaminoff,
Julian Korduba, Nadim Korkmaz, Liza Kussner,
Jillian Lapidus, Megan Lau, Benjamin Liang,
Jake Longo, Kelly Magrino, Alexander Malao,
Charlotte McAnulty, Rebecca Mehorter, Jocelyn
Michnowski, Rebecca Miller, Emily Morris,
Sarika Mujumdar, Nithya Narayanan, Scott
Nizolak, Dillon Noone, Erin O’Connor, Amanda
O’Hara, Nimit Patel, Felicia Petterway, Ryan
Radice, Stav Shadmi, Elodie Shevins, Paul
Sinclair, Neelan Sivaneri, Lauren Sjonell, Kevin
Sonpar, Abby Spector, Kimberly Spitzer, Maia
Thomas, Olivia Tumsuden, Siena Vacca, Jessica
Vilarino, Rachel Voeltzel, Grace Wayman, Mariel
Weigel, Melody Weigel, Benjamin Weiss, Alice
Zhou, Vivian Zhuang, Carly Zogg

7th Grade Honor Roll
Karly Abraham, Jaclyn Anglin, Francesca

Arvizzigno, Rebecca Beauvais, Corin Bell, Erica
Berkowitz, Alexandra Burns, Andrew Buzzanca,
Elizabeth Casserly, Ayanna Casterlow, John
Cavaliere, Henry Chang, Morgan Chemidlin,
Christian Choi, Julia Cirincione, Adam Cohen,
Joseph Colella, Kellyann Colligan, Caroline
Cooke, Nicole Cusmano, Auva Dariani, Caitlyn
Dayton, Dean Debonis, Robert Dietze, Daniel
Dill, Ali Dorn, Emily Driscoll, Allison Durett,
Manuel Espinoza, Sean Farley, Rachel Freeman,
Jessica Fugett, Alyssa Gardner, Rayna Geller,
Christopher Gibbons, Alexander Gugliotta, Jer-
emy Haas, Anthony Hayeck, Karina Hernandez,
Christine Holloway, Michael Illanovsky, Mat-
thew Itzkowitz, Emma Jaczko, Kimberly Kaadi,
Alexander Karakis, Kevin Kerby, Jacob Klapper,
Jessica Kramer, Paul Laki, David Lange, Brian
Lapham, Samantha Loop, Sam Mahler, Vasilios
Makris, Justin Malaussena, Elise Mann, Arielle
Margulies, John McCall, Samantha Miccio, Sean
Patrick Monteverde, Julia Napolitano, Joshua
Okoro, Danielle Owens, Lucy Palmer, Talia
Paradiso, Joseph Ponzio, Anthony Porchetta,
Hailey Rachko, Leonardo Ramos, Zachary

Refinski, Tamera Rembert, Nicholas Rembish,
Madeleine Ryan, Brian Scharf, Ashley Schoss,
Sara Sikora, Stephen Skaar, Nicole Skickova,
Alexander Skoog, Thomas Tsuchiya, Christo-
pher Turso, Samuel Ullery, Alex Walejewsky,
Cole Weber, Kevin Westerlund, Kyle Westerlund,
Andrew Whitehouse, John Wilkinson, Lizette
Zambri, Tyler Zeile, Christian Zoufaly

7th Grade High
Honor Roll

Daniel Babis, Jordan Banker, Celina Beattie,
Alexandra Bord, Alexandra Boyarsky, Eric Calvo,
Arianna Correa-Gomez, Olivia Dalessandro,
Haley Demaria, Alex Eckert, Abigail Fontana,
Lauren Frazier, Christopher Geissler, Alyssa
Gilman, Matthew Haas, Joseph Haverlock, Steven
Haverlock, Paige Heiden, Sarah Iannaccone,
Emily Isola, Doriane Kasper, Brendan Kelly,
Ashwin Kishen, Emma Klein, Tyler Kovacs,
Kyle Krutis, Michael Lange, Rachel Lavelle,
Christian Lisojo, Devin Loh, Caitlin Mahoney,
Alexa Marcazzo, Kevin Maxwell, Samantha
McCallion, Madeline McNichol, Claire Nguyen,
Rachel Noone, Derek Offitzer, Diana Pak, Evan
Pasternak, Mykala Porter, Ryan Romaine, Jacob
Salem, Elizabeth Scacifero, Joshua Schlisserman,
Cobi Silverstein, Ashley Smith, Orian Sneor,
Emma Sobel, Jonathan Stroz, Jonathan Tam,
Nicole Van Etten, Alexander Wang, Katherine
Westerlund, Leah White, Lauren Wong, Garrett
Zito,

8th Grade Honor Roll
Casey Abramson, Cathryn Amberg, Jacob

Arkin, Douglas Belcik, Michael Borik, Michael
Boyle, Rachel Brody, Gabriella Buissereth, Jef-
frey Cahn, Olivia Cannon, Michael Carlos, Jas-
mine Charles, Gabriell Charschan, Nicole
Cieslinski, Alex Cimring, Thomas Clarke, Erin
Connors, Mimi Contreras, Madison Cooper,
Meghan Costello, Justin Davidson, Andrew
Davis, Kyle Debelak, Katherine Demarco, Aus-
tin Engelhardt, Kenneth Evely, Jr, Alexander
Favreau, Megan Foley, Drew Garber, Gianni
Garyfallos, Justin Giacona, Eliza Going, Gabriel
Gonzalez, Christian Gordon, Katherine Harper,
Sara Hayes, Brian Heath, Lucy Hollander,
Michael Hopkins, John Horre, Carly Huxford,
Alexandra Jacobs, Samantha Jacobs, Gina Jadelis,
Andrew Kalaigian, Justin Kaufman, Rebecca
Klee, Daniel Korduba, Valentin Kudryashov,
Paul Kussner, Christian Lettieri, James Lettieri,
Constandin Logus, Joshua Lopez, Brittany
Mahoney, Madison Maisel, Amanda Marcus,
Alex Mazursky, Brendan McKenna, Ailene
McNamara, Rebecca Melville, Brandon Meyers,
Amanda Michnowski, Matthew Moran, Jordan
Morris, Paige Morrison, Nicole Nugent, Joseph
Pagano, Maria Pansulla, John Pletscher, Jack
Poillon, Jeffrey Ponzio, Jahlisa Prunty, Joseph
Rembish, Elias Riginos, Shayna Rogoff, Hansel
Romero, Zachary Rothenberg, Michael Rothman,
Natalie Rothweiler, Elizabeth Schwartz, Nicole
Silverman, Trevor Skanes, Andrew Smith, Chris-
topher Smith, Emma Strong, Grant Sultatos,
Adam Tropp, Samantha Tropper, Jenny Tyler,
Elias Vitoroulis, Nah’rya Walkermichael, Walsh,
Malik Watkins, Erin Weber, Megan Welch, Olivia
Whitmer, Emily Williamson, Mackenzie Wright,
Peter Wright, Andy Xu, Elise Xu, Benjamin
Yorkovich, James Zambri, Christian Zazzali

8th Grade
High Honor Roll

Leigh Abramson, Vasu Agrawal, Kelsey
Ames, Eduardo Arocha, Judah Axelrod, Sara
Babbitt, Jessica Banasiak, Lea Barny, Carly
Bayroff, Sal Bhakuni, Allison Caramico, Am-
ber Chabus, Angelo Chaia, Catherine
Coughlan, Gabriella Depaola, Brian
Deutschmeiste, Caroline Devito, Marissa
Dibella, John Fabricatore, Carly Fleischer,
Elizabeth Gelling, Matthew Giardiello, Zachary
Goland, Alyssa Goldsmith, Marc Gotliboym,
Brandon Ho, Alicia Jiang, Benjamin Kaminoff,
Tracey Katz, Caroline Keane, Kayla Kocha,
Yelena Kudryashova, Julia Lavelle, Jamie
Levitt, Sara Lombardi, Jenna Maizes, Amanda
Malool, Madeline McGovern, Claire Meehan,
Kyra Morling, Alexandra Negri, Alexandra
O’Hara, Onyinye Ohamadike, Alexa Paiva,
Nikhil Patel, Matthew Picone, Lindsay Ratner,
Erik Reiman, Alyssa Riporti, Sarah Robinson,
Alec Rodriguez, Ryan Romanowski, Jake
Rosenblatt, Mia Rossi, Sabrina Shih, Monica
Squeri, Alexis Veglia, Megan Voorhees, Tho-
mas Walker, Olivia Wallden, Erica Weiss,
Olivia Whitehouse, Caitlin Williams, Alex Wu,
George Ye, Benjamin Yin

WF Native Gears Up For
Trip to Help the Disabled

WESTFIELD – Westley Clarkson is
gearing up to cycle across the country
this summer on a 4,000-mile journey to
increase the quality of life for people
with disabilities.

Westley, 20, is the son of Bill and
Sara Clarkson of Westfield. He gradu-
ated from Westfield High School.

The Queens University of Charlotte
student will leave the west coast in June
and arrive in Washington, D.C., in Au-
gust, stopping at dozens of cities in
between to do service projects for the
disabled. The trip, called the Journey of
Hope, is organized by Push America,
the national philanthropy of Pi Kappa
Phi Fraternity, of which Westley is a
member.

He must raise $5,000 for Push
America before the ride and provide his
own cycling equipment. He also must
train to prepare physically for the three-
month journey. He said those chal-

lenges pale in comparison to those that
the people they will work with during
the trip face on an everyday basis.

“This is an amazing chance to give
back and to see America from a differ-
ent perspective than most people see it
from,” Mr. Clarkson said.

He was inspired to participate after
hearing about his fraternity brothers’
experiences last summer. Joey Haynes
and Eric Galdo cycled, and Justin
Lafreniere was a crewmember. To-
gether, they raised almost $14,000 for
Push America and returned to Queens
determined to inspire fellow fraternity
brothers to complete the trip in the
summer of 2010. Read their blog at
hzjoh09.blogspot.com.

Mr. Clarkson is accepting donations.
For details, contact him at
westley.clarkson@qmail.queens.edu.
For details about the Journey of Hope,
visit pushamerica.org.

Happy Holidays!
from Dr. Leventer and staff

come visit us at our new location
551 Millburn Ave

Short Hills
732.571.EYES

SAME OLD ROUTINE? SAME OLD RESULTS.....

LET JENI-FIT BE THE SOLUTION TO YOUR

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION!

NEXT SESSION STARTS JANUARY 5TH

FREE TRY-IT CLASS FOR ALL FIRST TIME CLIENTS!

DON'T DELAY, GET FIT TODAY!

CHECK US OUT @ WWW.JENI-FIT.COM

A DAY OF PROBLEM SOLVING AND TEAMWORK…Fifth grade students at
Westfield’s Wilson Elementary School took turns working in a space-station
simulator during a recent field trip to the Buehler Challenger and Science Center
in Paramus. Students used the simulator to pretend to launch and land a
spacecraft.

UCC Offers Business Courses
On Résumés and Interviews
CRANFORD – The following two

courses are being offered through Union
County College’s Division of Economic
Development and Continuing Educa-
tion on the college’s Cranford campus
at 1033 Springfield Avenue:

“Make Your Résumé Work For You”
– Students will discover the rationale
behind effective résumé writing and
how to work it to their advantage. People
will review the mechanics of writing a
résumé and cover letter that are clear,
concise and marketable.

People will gain tips to make their
résumés “scannable” for employers who
rely on computerized screening and e-
mail. This course is geared toward em-
ployment seekers of all backgrounds
and educational levels. It costs $45 and
is offered Saturday, January 16, 2010,

from 10 a.m. to noon.
“Developing Confidence For The Job

Interview” – People will develop stra-
tegic selling skills to market themselves
for employment.

They will learn to conduct prelimi-
nary research, the importance of net-
working, handling “trick” questions,
types of questions they need to ask,
negotiating salary, body language,
multiple interviews, internal reviews
and how to close the interview to one’s
advantage.

Some role-playing will be featured
as time permits. The course is offered
on Saturday, January 23, from 10 a.m.
to noon; the cost is $45.

For more information on all courses
offered or to register, call (908) 709-
7600.

The Westfield Leader & The Times�

Subscription Form

www.goleader.com/subscribe

GOOD AND GREEN...Students at the Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch
Plains donated their gently used toys during Second Chance Toys’ annual “Good
and Green” holiday collection. Again this year, New Jersey-based Second Chance
Toys joined with Investors Savings Bank and 1-800-GOT-JUNK, and together, they
collected a record 5,564 playthings. All of the toys were divided among 20 charities
in the Garden State, and the organizations will give the items to children in need.
Students cleaned, sorted and placed the toys in bags. Shown in the photo from left
to right, are: front row, Evergreen fourth graders John Brady, Daniella Cohen,
Stephanie Schramm and Patrick Gannon; back row, Drew Trautman, one of the 1-
800-GOT-JUNK franchisees who collected the toys, and Bronna Lipton, the
school’s Spanish teacher and a member of the Second Chance Toys Advisory Board.

PITCHING IN…Local students, who are members of St. Helen’s Church in
Westfield, donated many hours of their time to help with the Autism New Jersey
fundraiser in early December while earning service hours.

SP-F District Again Offers
Kaleidoscope Workshop

SCOTCH PLAINS – Due to the
response of last year’s workshop, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School dis-
trict will once again offer the Kalei-
doscope Workshop for children in
preschool through Grade 1 and their
parents.

“Kaleidoscope” will run for four
consecutive Thursdays in January
2010 – January 7, 14, 21 and 28 –
from 6 to 7 p.m. at Brunner Elemen-
tary School, located at 721 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

“Kaleidoscope” is an experience in
diverse ways of learning and is aimed
at helping parents experience how
their child learns best in a classroom
and at home using the theory of Mul-
tiple Intelligences. The workshop is
for both the parents and the child.

While parents participate in an in-
teractive learning experience, chil-

dren will enjoy fun “Multiple Intelli-
gences”-based activities in an adja-
cent room.

The program costs $10 per child
for all four sessions. Participants are
required to attend all four classes.
Space is limited, and registration is
mandatory. To register, send the $10
registration fee (payable to TIP TOP)
to Karen Stone, SPF High School,
641 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains,
N.J. 07076.

Those registering should include
their name, address, phone, e-mail,
child’s name and age, along with pay-
ment. To learn more, call (908) 889-
8600, extension 302, or e-mail
kstone@spfk12.org. Kaleidoscope is
sponsored by a Union County HEART
Grant and is offered in conjunction
with Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools.
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SABATINO NETS 20 POINTS, 5 BLOCKS; HESS NETS 11

Blue Devil Boy Cagers Block
Indians, 53-49, in Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior center Pat Sabatino provided
a key block with less than a second
remaining then sank a pair of free
throws to secure a 53-49 victory for
the 2-1 Westfield High School boys
basketball team over the hosting
Rahway Indians at the Rahway Tour-
nament on December 27.

The Blue Devils entered the fourth
quarter with a seemingly comfort-

able, 40-30 lead, but the Indians’ de-
fense clamped on a tight pressure that
created mistakes. Midway through
the quarter, the Indians crept to within
four points of the lead then followed
up with a 10-6 run to knot the score,
49-49, with 35 seconds remaining.

“Their team is quick and athletic.
They had some good strength and
they started pressuring us all over,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin Everly
said. “We had some trouble making

good decisions with the basketball,
getting in trouble with the ball. We
turned the ball over too much and
gave them some easy baskets.”

Senior point guard Jaraad Rogers
came through with a key assist, find-
ing Sabatino under the net for a lay-
up with 10 seconds left. Rahway guard
Jacob Dabek, who scored all 12 of his
points in the second half, made a
quick move toward the basket, but
Sabatino batted away his shot and
drew a foul with 0.6 on the clock.

“Obviously, Pat is 6’6”. He has
long arms, is left-handed. He blocks
a lot of shots. The last possession, he
got a piece of the ball. We made a
little mental mistake defensively on
the last possession and he saved us
there,” coach Everly said.

Sabatino, who led all scorers with 20
points and finished with five blocked
shots, nine rebounds and three assists,
netted seven points in the first quarter,
which ended in a 13-13 tie. Senior
forward Drew Margolis scored the Blue
Devils’ final lay-up of the quarter.

The Indians worked a pressure de-
fense throughout, but the Blue Devils
found the openings in the second quar-
ter and dished out six of their team’s
16 assists, which led to a 15-7 run and
a 28-20 lead at the half. Junior for-
ward Ryan Hess, who finished with
11 points, four assists and a blocked
shot, assisted Rogers and Sabatino on
lay-ups in the quarter. Junior guard
Joe Kasmarsky (7 points, one 3-pointer,
4 assists) fed Hess and senior guard
Max Fusaro (2 assists) on lay-ups, and
Rogers, (8 points, two 3-pointers, four
rebounds, 3 assists, 2 steals, blocked
shot) added two assists.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MIKE NAPOLITANO CONTRIBUTES TO 3 SPF RECORDS

Raider Boys Stun Blue Devils,
WF Swim Girls Stop Raiders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four school records went down as
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF)
High School boys swim team stunned
the Westfield boys, 87-83, at Wallace
Pool in Westfield on December 22.
The Blue Devil girls, however, im-
proved to 6-0 with their 100-60 win
over the Raiders.

The last time the Raiders defeated
the Blue Devil boys was as a coed
team on January 22, 1999. That same
year, on February 6, the Raider boys
broke the nation’s longest winning

streak of 42 consecutive titles by de-
feating the Blue Devils, 323.5-304 for
the Union County Tournament crown.

On December 22, Mike Napolitano
had a hand in three of those SPF
records. In the very first event, the
200-medley relay, Dan Napolitano,
Greg Baliko, Mike Napolitano and
Joe Dunn touched first with a time of
1:39.94. Mike then broke the SPF
record in the 100-butterfly with a time
of 52.79. Then he helped seal the vic-
tory when he, Dunn, Ryan Gajdzisz
and Dan Napolitano touched first in the
final event, the 400-free relay, with a

time of 3:19.11. Baliko broke the fourth
SPF record when he touched first in the
200-individual relay at 1:58.69.

Baliko also took first in the 100-
breaststroke with a time of 1:01.4 and
Mike Napolitano placed first in the
500-free with a time of 5:00.44. Dan
Napolitano won the 200-free with a
time of 1:49.5.

“It was one of those meets where
several of the touches in those close
races went our way, starting with the
medley, which we won by three-hun-
dredth of a second,” said Raider Head

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Probitas Verus Honos

HENRY SETS PACE; JENNINGS, BARBER SEAL THE DEAL

Blue Devil Matmen Step Up,
Shut Down Rahway, 38-28

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Alpha and Omega! First and last!
Senior Brian Henry let the hosting
Rahway Indians know that the
Westfield High School wrestling team
was ready to rumble when he re-
corded a 5-1 victory in the first bout
of the evening, and Christian Barber
added the knockout punch in the final
bout to give the Blue Devils a 38-28
victory on December 23.

Henry jumped up a weight class to
152-lbs and did not give Rahway’s
Brian Pyrus a chance to catch a breath.
Henry initiated numerous takedown
attempts that were called outside the
circle, and throughout the third pe-
riod, he had Pyrus calling for injury
time to catch his breath.

“I think I made him nervous. I was
going hard the whole time,” Henry
said. “I knew I was going to outwork
him. By the third period, I didn’t
know he was going to be that dead. I
kept working on him to mentally break
him. I really wanted to beat Rahway.
Two years in a row now!”

“When we saw that we were start-
ing at [1]52 and ending at [1]45, I
said, ‘This is beautiful!’ When you
start and end with your leaders, Brian
definitely set the pace,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz said. “Right
off the bat, we let that team know we
were coming after them. We showed
that we were in better shape, which is
a trademark of us, and that carried

through every kid. They pushed their
opponent the full six minutes. Even
though it is an individual sport, we
won as a team. We won on heart. We
won on conditioning.”

Blue Devil Erik Gozdieski gave TJ
Disney headaches in a 4-2 loss at
160-lbs then Chris Tomasso turned
an 8-3 deficit into a 5:24 fall via a half
nelson over Indian Leo Hernando at
171-lbs. At 189-lbs, Blue Devil Billy
Kim tore into Hanif Denny with a
five-point takedown to nearfall, then
after adding another nearfall, he used
a headlock to end the bout in 2:34,
putting Westfield ahead, 15-3.

The Indians received forfeits at 215-
lbs and heavyweight to tie the match,
but Blue Devil Austin Slifer slivered a
half nelson around Keith McCarthy to

record a 2:26 fall at 103-lbs. Mike
Kalimtzis stacked Indian Isaac Valintin
like a teepee in 3:02 at 112-lbs.

Rahway received another forfeit at
119-lbs to narrow the team score to
27-21, but Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky,
who withstood a series of caution
calls in his 125-lb bout with Tyler
Zihlbauer, recorded six takedowns to
seize a 15-5 majority decision.

Rahway freshman Justin Becker
displayed his talent when he recorded
a takedown, a reversal and a pair of
penalty points to grab a 6-0 decision
at 130-lbs over Kevin Cascillo. At
135-lbs, Indian Danny Walsh worked
a pair of power halves in with a rever-
sal and a takedown to record a 9-0,
majority decision over Jey Yingling
to cut Westfield’s lead to 31-28.

Blue Devil Ryan Jennings jumped

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Westfield/Rahway Wrestling
SPF/Holmdel Basketball

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE TO THE RIM…Blue Devil center Pat Sabatino reaches above the rim for
the ball. Sabatino scored 20 points, had nine rebounds and blocked five shots.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AN INDIAN IN DEEP TROUBLE…Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, face in center, has Rahway Indian Isaac Valintin in deep
trouble with a double arm bar pinning combination in the 112-lb bout. Kalimtzis recorded the fall.

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

 
 

 
    

*DESIGNATED DRIVERS
*ATLANTIC CITY

*MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS
*AIRPORT SERVICE

*NEW YORK CITY

CHAUFFEURS UNLIMITED

Your Car – Our Driver

40% Lower than Sedan Services

973-228-1888
Serving Tri-County Area Since 1989

Have a Very Safe
Happy New Year!
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09006410

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-38855-08

Plaintiff: COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.
VS.
Defendant: JERUSA LIMA, JULIO LIMA, HER

HUSBAND, BANK OF AMERICA, NA
Sale Date: 01/13/2010
Writ of Execution: 10/15/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Four and
58/100*** $360,534.58.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1769 Dakota Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 3 in Block No. 59
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 98 x 220
Nearest Cross Street: Florida Street
Beginning at a point on the Southeasterly line

of Dakota Street, said point being distant North-
easterly 672.47 feet from the corner formed by
the intersection of the Southwesterly terminus
line of Boulevard, with the said Southeasterly line
of Dakota Street, thence.

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Taxes Open: $2,061.79
Added Assessments 2009 (4th Qtr) Open:

$56.02
Total as of October 29, 2009: $2,117.81
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Two Thousand

One Hundred Ninety One and 98/100***
$402,191.98 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/17, 12/24, 12/31
& 01/07/10 Fee: $181.56

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-07005603

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-1909-07

Plaintiff: FRANKLIN CREDIT MANAGEMENT
CORP

VS.
Defendant: ROBERT CARR; SHIRLEY CARR.

H/W; HCR MANOR CARE DBA HCR MANOR
CARE MOUNTAINSIDE

Sale Date: 01/20/2010
Writ of Execution: 09/28/2007
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Twenty Five Thousand Eight Hundred Twelve
and 05/100*** $525,812.05.

The property to be sold is located in the TOWN
of WESTFIELD, County of UNION and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 611 CARLETON ROAD,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090.

Tas Lot No. 23 FKA 28 in Block No. 4101 FKA
619

Dimention of Lot Approximately: 80x102 AV
Nearest Cross Street: PARK STREET
Beginning at a point in the easterly sideline of

Carleton Road, said point being southerly a dis-
tance of 120.01 feet along said sideline from a
point marking the intersection of the easterly
sideline of Carleton Road with the southerly
sideline of Park Street, and from said beginning
point running; thence

PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
2009 4th QTR Taxes open: $2,718.63
Total as of NOVEMBER 2, 2009: $2,718.63
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifty Seven Thou-

sand Four Hundred and 72/100*** $657,400.72
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/24 & 12/31/09, 1/7
& 1/14/10 Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 1/14/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, North - 2010, Various locations
including and North of Rout 57, Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,

Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10406
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/24/09, 12/31/09 and 1/7/10, The Leader Fee: $201.96

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 1/26/10, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Machine Sweeping Contract, North - 2010, 78/ 80/ 280/ 287,
Various locations, Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,

Sussex, Union, and Warren; 100% State; DP No: 10409
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C

17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 12/24/09, 12/31/09 and 1/7/10, The Leader Fee: $201.96

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09006671

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-37207-08

Plaintiff: CROWN BANK
VS.
Defendant: ALBERT G. CHEETY, JR. A/K/A

ALBERT G. CHEETY, JR. A/K/A ALBERT G.
CHEETY; GAIL CHEETY A/K/A GAIL H.
CHEETY; CHASE MANHATTAN BANK USA,
N.A.; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 01/27/2010
Writ of Execution: 10/23/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Eighty Thousand Eight Hundred Thirty Four and
68/100*** $280,834.68.

All that certain land and premises situated in
the Borough of Garwood, County of Union, State
of New Jersey, being more particularly described
as follows:

Lot: 21; Block: 111 on the Tax Map of the
Borough of Garwood

Nearest Cross Street: Walnut Street
Aproximate Dimensions: 100.00 feet x 26.00

feet x 100.00 feet x 26.00 feet
Being more commonly known as: 336 North

Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07027
Pursuant to a municipal tax search dated No-

vember 11, 2009
Subject to: Sewer: 1/1/2009-12/31/2009

$362.13 open + penalty
Mortgage recorded 2/14/89 Mortgage Book

3950 Page 0585+c in the amount of $150,000.00*
* Letter from Fidelity National Title will indem-

nify or insure purchaser
Lien:
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eleven Thou-

sand Six Hundred Thirty Seven and 09/100***
$311,637.09 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
HILL WALLACK LLP
202 CARNEDIE CENTER
CN 5226
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 08543-5226
(609) 924-0808
4 T - 12/31/09, 1/7, 1/14
& 1/21/10 Fee: $189.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of the Lot Owners
of Fairview Cemetery will be held at the
Cemetery office, 1100 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, Monday January
25, 2010 at 4:00 P.M., for the election of
four Trustees each for a term of three
years, to succeed Frank J. Abella, Jr.,
Steven J. Burke, Franklyn Sullebarger,
and Donald W. MacDonald, whose terms
will then expire and for the transaction of
such other business as may be presented
at the meeting.

Richard M. Ralph
Secretary/Treasurer

1 T - 12/31/09, The Leader Fee: $15.81

Westfield Hall of Fame
Announces Ninth Class

The Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame
was created in 1993, with its first in-
duction held on November 21, 1994.
There have been seven more biannual
inductions since then, a total of 82
athletes, coaches and administrators,
and 10 teams.

Now the ninth induction class, to be
inducted on Nov. 22, 2010, at The
Westwood, has been announced by
WAHF president Lee Hale:

+ Greg Chlan (’65), arguably the
school’s best right-handed pitcher, still
holds school record for career
strikeouts; + Bob Felter (’65), the
school’s No. 2 all-time scorer and
rebounder in boys basketball; + Chris
Jordan (’90), the school’s second-
winningest wrestler, and a two-time
district champion; + Jim Kane (’41), a
four-time state track champion, also a
record-setting basketball player and
football captain; + K.C. Knobloch
(’78), a co-captain and two-way star
on the ’77 football team, also pitched
WHS to a county baseball title; + Bob
List (’55), arguably the school’s best
left-handed pitcher, still holds school
single-season strikeout record and also
played football and basketball; + Don
Mutz (’68), a three-time state cham-
pion diver, and one-time Eastern Inter-
scholastic champion, also swam on a
state-champion medley relay; + Jen
Schwarzenbek (’95), the school’s all-
time top goal-scorer in field hockey,
also a softball captain; + Kurt Stiefken
(’72), a state champion, state runnerup
and two-time district champion wres-
tler, also a two-way halfback in foot-
ball and an outstanding catcher; +
Janney Zonnevylle (’82), a multi-
record-setting swimmer, still holds one
school record 27 years after she set it;
+ The 1976 girls tennis team, arguably
the best in state history; + The 1985
softball team, N.J.’s first 30-win team
in any sport; + Bruce Johnson (’63),
the school’s winningest boys swim
coach and sports historian.

While the Hall of Fame committee
will be focusing on this induction
dinner for the next 11 months, it’s
never too early for people to nominate
athletes they think are deserving of
being included in the WAHF. Entry
forms are available online at
www.westfieldnj.com/wahf. Go to the
bottom of the page and click on Nomi-
nation Form.

Currently there are 85 athletes, 13
coaches and 22 teams under consider-
ation for induction for 2012 and be-
yond. Don’t assume someone has al-

ready been nominated; take a couple
minutes to fill out the form – including
their high school and college high-
lights and honors, and post-college
stuff when appropriate.

The committee is also seeking post-
high school information (college and
beyond) for the following potential
inductees: Joey Deer, Clint Factor,
Dennis Powers, Beth Rennicks, Buddy
Robinson, Dick Stotler, Lamont Turner
and Natalie Urciuoli. If you can pro-
vide information, please contact me at
bj1019@aol.com.
ALL-2000 MOMENTS, TEAMS
These are the Devil’s Den selec-

tions, for sports played between De-
cember 1999 and December 2009. It
was another outstanding decade for
WHS sports teams, coaches and ath-
letes. Here are the Den’s most memo-
rable games, and all-decade teams for
football, boys and girls basketball,
wrestling, baseball and softball.
(Hopefully I didn’t forget too many
people or events.)
All-Decade Moments

Football – WHS 21, SP-F 19: Sept.
22, 2001, Just 11 days after the 9/11
terrorist attacks, the archrivals played
an emotional game; Louis Mercer hits
Brian Butts for a last-minute touch-
down, moments after a 95-yard run by
the Raiders’ Kyle Adams.

SP-F 32, WHS 29 (OT): Sept. 17,
2005, Promise, this is the last time I’ll
ever mention the 624-pound, coke-
bottle-glasses-wearing official whose
interference call, luckily for him, never
made it onto you.tube, but did allow
the Raiders to come back and win.

WHS 28, SP-F 21: Nov. 4, 2006, It
was the Tommy Bonard show, as the
senior QB runs for three touchdowns,
passes for another and kicks four PATs.

Phillipsburg 35, WHS 7: Nov. 20,
2009, OK, the score wasn’t exactly
what anybody was expecting, but if
you were at Maloney Stadium that
night, you know how it feels to go to
Friday night games in Pennsylvania
and Ohio and Texas, and that’s why
this makes the top 10.

Baseball – WHS 9, Roselle Catho-
lic 0: May 20, 2006, Craig Ellis out-

pitches all-stater Nick Nolan, and Bran-
don Cuba and Mike Murray blast home
runs, as WHS wins its 12th county
championship.

Basketball – Jan. 5, 2008, With
2:37 left in the first quarter against
Elizabeth, Erin Miller swished a free
throw and became the all-time scoring
leader at WHS, male or female. She
passed Bob King (’63), who finished
his career with 1,329 points. Miller
ended hers with 1,580 points.

Swimming – Jan. 31, 2003, The
suspense of who would win the team
title was long over, but when the teams
lined up for the 200 free relay, a hush
falls over the packed crowd at Eliza-
beth High School. Ryan Bartholomew,
Vince Shen, Zach Coppa and Chris
Heinen were trying to take down a 38-
year-old meet record, set by the WHS
foursome of Dave Perkowski, Doug
McOwen, Harvey Gerber and Peter
Heesch. One minute, 29.53 seconds
later, it was mission accomplished.

Feb. 24, 2008, For the first time in
the 22-year history of the state team
tournament, a school won both the
boys and girls titles, as WHS’s guys
defeated Cherry Hill West, 91-79, and
the girls knocked off West Windsor-
Plainsboro South, 106-64, before
packed houses at the College of New
Jersey.

Tennis – May 24, 2007, The WHS
boys tennis team outlasts West
Windsor-Plainsboro South, 3-2, in the
state Group 4 final, a blistering hot
day. Trailing 2-1, WHS gets three-set
wins at first doubles from Akis
Evangelidis and Dean Thompson (6-
3, 6-7, 7-5) and second singles from
Ravi Netravali (6-7, 7-6, 6-4).

Wrestling – WHS 57, SP-F 6: Jan.
9, 2009, After losing seven straight
times to SP-F – by an average score of
51-19 – the Devils post a 57-6 victory.
A pin by Rob Granstrand and double-
overtime wins by Bill Kim and Alan
Workman provide the early surge.
All-Decade Teams

Football – Offense: SE Pat Gray,
OT Tom Wansaw, OG Brandon Dietz,
C Josh Gribbin, OG Mike Finne, OT
Santo Nardi, TE Bryan Power, QB Jan

Cocozziello, RB Ricardo Johnson, FB
T.J. Mruz/Joe Ondi, WR Chris Sheehan

Defense: DE Montel Glasco, DT
Willie Johnson, DT Cowles Stewart,
DE John Dugan, OLB Brian Butts,
ILB Matt Daly ILB Will Harbaugh/
Matt Andzel OLB Ryan Yarusi/A.J.
Murray CB Jay Cook CB Jim McKeon/
Dan Selert S Sean Ferro
Boys basketball – PF Jay Cook/Eric
Turner, SF Mike Venezia/Mike
Lessner, C Dan DeSerio, Pat Sabatino,
SG Jan Cocozziello/Tony DiIorio, PG
Jim McKeon/Eric Hayes/Tom Bonard
Girls basketball – PF Gab O’Leary/
Casey El Koury, SF Tara Handza, C
Diana Venezia, SG Jackie Cusimano,
PG Erin Miller
Wrestling – 103 Rob Mench, 112
Sam Kramer, 119 Joe DeCampo, 125
Colin MacKay, 130 John Barnes, 135
Ethan Powell, 140 Lee Tomasso, 145
Tom DelDuca, 152 Andrew Shaffer,
160 Mark Boyd, 171 Dan Whitney,
189 Colin Willard, 215 Steve
Cruikshank, Hvy Joe Kania
Baseball – 1B Alex Zierler/Mike
Cappiello, 2B Brett Picaro/Mike Diaz,
3B Mike Sofka/Jason Anderson, SS Tom
Ricciuti/Evan Shapiro, LF Brian Butts,
CF Billy Hearon, RF Jay Cook, C Mike
Murray, RP Chris Jenkins, LP Craig
Ellis, DH Brian Flynn/A.J. Murray
Softball – 1B Jen LaSpata, 2B Kristen
Leonardis/Katie Smith, 3B Cyndil
Matthew, SS Courtney Thornton/Kris
Fietkiewicz/Kim Townsend, LF Erin
Corbett, CF Mary Kate Flannery/Katie
Abruzzo, RF Paige Corbett, C Lauren
Musacchia/Jillian Olsen, RP Caitlin
MacDonald, LP Lauren Gelmetti, DP
Nikki Aronson

IS IT JUST ME …
Or was anybody else shocked that

Joe Ondi and Aiden Scanlon were not
among the 75 players selected to the
all-county football team? Ondi led
WHS in rushing, was second in scor-
ing, led in unassisted tackles and was
selected its defensive MVP by his team-
mates. And Kevin Haplea may be
signed to Penn State, but the North
Hunterdon second team all-stater was
clearly the second best tight end on the
field against WHS and Scanlon.

There were several obvious “pity
picks,” so all the county schools would
be represented.

IN THE GENES
Brett DeNicola, the 6-foot-4, 255-

pound senior who came from nowhere
to become a hole-opening offensive
tackle this fall, is the grandson of Jerry
Bonnetti (’58), a former football end
and baseball infielder at WHS. Jerry’s
daughter Debra (’80) is Brett’s mom.

HAPPY 2010
The five best reasons (alphabeti-

cally) to be a WHS fan this winter are:
Christian Barnes: The talented jun-

ior could end WHS’s 33-year drought
since its last state champion. With two
good years, he should also surpass 100
career victories, a feat only done once
at WHS.

Suzanne Lemberg: Currently the
holder of six school records (out of 11
events), three individual (50 free, 100
free, 200 IM) and three relays (200
medley, 200 free, 400 free).

Matt Meserole: The senior holds the
school record in the 100 back, and is a
member of the record 400-free relay. It
wouldn’t surprise if he added the other
two relays, along with the 50, 100 and
200 freestyles, before he graduates.

Pat Sabatino: Does anybody in any
sport give more effort than the 6-foot-
6 senior? With Ryan Hess, WHS has a
very good lefty-righty 1-2 punch.

Diana Venezia: WHS has had some
good low post players over the years,
but Venezia is arguably the best. She’s
got a nice touch, sweet inside moves
and court savvy that’s hard to teach.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East) is Chris-
tian Barber. The junior kicked off the
wrestling season by winning his weight
class at the Maroon Raider Classic in
Nutley, then bumped up a weight to
major a returning district champion
against Rahway.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Christian Barber

Wrestling

Coach Jessica Hulnik, who pointed
out, “Our second and third lane swim-
mers swam especially well. The key
to this meet were swimmers like Keith
Montiero [third place in the 100-fly
and 100-back], Ryan Gajdzisz [third
in the 500-free and fourth in the 200
free], Mike Rizzo [third in the 200-
IM and 100-breast], Ryan Henkels
[fourth in the 200-breast] and Mike
Henkels and Mike Pesin [fifth in the
100-fly and 500-free, respectfully].
With 12 places decided by a second
or less, all of our swimmers played a
key role in this victory. We are look-
ing forward to a very competitive
Union County Championships.”

Other contributing Raider swim-
mers included Andrew Van
Haasterren, Zach Koch, Matt
DeBiasse, Jason Shaub and Ryan
Mckenna.

Blue Devil Jack Lorentzen touched
first in the 50-freestyle with a time of
22.59 and first in the 100-free with a
time of 49.55. Matt Meserole won the
100-backstroke at 55.15. Blue Devils
Nick Boyle, Larry Zhang, Matt Daniel
and Mike Oster touched first in the
200-free relay with a time of 1:33.93.

In the girls’ events, Raiders Caitlin
English, Kelsey Rossi, Becca Dunn
and Steph Baliko won the 200-med-
ley relay with a solid time of 1:53.83,
but Blue Devils Jessica Cronin, Meg
Kaveney, Becky DeLaFuente and
Suzanne Lemberg touched second at
1:55.15, and Ally Rose, Becky Zhang,
Anna Fetter and Loren Ball touched
third at 1:59.22.

DeLaFuente took top honors in the
200-freestyle with a time of 1:59.92
followed by English at 2:00.92 and
Fetter at 2:02.94. Blue Devil Meredith
Smith won the 200-individual medley
with a time of 2:17.23 followed by

Dunn at 2:18.03 and Baliko at 2:19.68.
Rossi touched first in the 50-free

with a time of 25.27 followed by Blue
Devils Emily Budnick at 26.03 and
Kaveney at 26.84. Lemberg won the
100-butterfly with a time of 1:01.3,
Fetter took second at 1:01.89 and
Dunn placed third at 1:02.95. Rossi
won the 100-free in 55.89 followed
by Smith at 56.09 and Budnick at
57.88. DeLaFuente won the 500-free
with a time of 5:23.84.

Blue Devils Budnick, Fetter,
DeLaFuente and Smith touched first
in the 200-free relay with a time of
1:44.27. Raiders English, Dunn, Kelly
Gajdzisz and Rossi placed second at
1:46.24 and Blue Devils Kaveney,
Megan Boersig, Kelsey Wilson and
Ball took third at 1:47.81. Blue Devils
Cronin at 1:04.74, Rose at 1:06.68 and
Lemberg at 1:06.76 swept the 100-
backstroke. Baliko touched first in the
100-breaststroke at 1:12.19, Zhang took
second at 1:16.67 and Raider Alison
Koransky placed third at 1:19.41.

Raiders Brenda Ho, Nicole
Depaola, Gajdzisz and Baliko won
the 400-free relay with a time of
4:03.41 followed by Blue Devils
Cronin, Margaux Flescher, Catherine
Kerr and Rose at 4:07.43 and Ellie
Reinhardt, Emily Clauss, Kelly Kalis
and Courtney Han at 4:19.93.

“While we swam very well, due to
injures and illness, we just did not
have enough depth to stay with
Westfield,” coach Hulnik said.

Other Raider girls, who contrib-
uted, were: Kim Many, Jillian Leahy,
Ana Bogdanovski, Jackie Cirincione,
and freshmen Maddy Krema, Emily
Ho and Caroline Leahy.

“I am looking forward to everyone
getting healthy and competing well in
counties and states,” coach Hulnik said.

up a weight class to 140-lbs and pulled
off a slick fireman’s takedown to take
a 2-0 lead over Nick Terdak. Later
Jennings managed to free himself of
some tough leg riding to add a reversal
for a 4-0 decision and to insure victory
for Westfield via head-to-head bouts.

“There was definitely some pres-
sure, but I don’t mind working under
pressure. I gave it all I got. The
fireman’s is something that I look
for,” Jennings said. “He was good up
top. He had nice moves, but I kept my
base and kept working to get out.”

“He did [have a] real nice dump
[fireman’s]. Ryan wrestled a smart
match,” coach Kurz said. “That’s some-
thing he has been working on, coming
off the bottom. He was patient.”

Barber, winner of the recent Nutley
Tournament at 140-lbs, jumped up a
weight class to face Diego Chavez,
last year’s 145-lb District 11 champ,
and put on a clinic of takedowns and
pancake nearfalls to rack up an 18-5,
majority decision.

“I was definitely looking forward to
it,” Barber said. “Obviously, it was the
last match, and I had to win it for the

team. I guess I did what I wanted to. I
beat him up pretty good. I actually
headlocked him. I threw him twice.”

“If this match came down to our best
kid and their best kid, I am taking
Barber any day, and he showed why,”
coach Kurz said. “If we have every one
of our matches coming down to Chris-
tian Barber, we will have a great year.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Henry (W) d Pyrus, 5-1
160: — TJ Disney (R) d Gozdieski, 4-2
171: — Tomasso (W) p Hernando, 5:24
189: — Kim (W) p Denny, 2:34
215: — Urayoan Garcia (R) won forfeit
Hwt: — Laziak Jones (R) won forfeit
103: — Slifer (W) p McCarthy, 2:26
112: — Kalimtzis (W) p Valentin, 3:02
119: — Jabari Schults (R) won forfeit
125: — Skibitsky (W) md Zihlbauer, 15-5
130: — Becker (R) d Cascillo, 6-0
135: — Walsh (R) md Yingling, 9-0
140: — Jennings (W) d Terdak, 4-0
145: — Barber (W) md Chavez, 18-5

All of the Blue Devils’ five scores,
which resulted in 12 points, in the
third quarter came via assists. Senior
guard Hugo Nolasco (rebound) and
Kasmarsky each banged a 3-pointer
in the quarter.

“When we broke the pressure, we
were able to gamble. A couple of
times we were able to beat it. We got
a couple of guys in the right spots to
get lay-ups,” coach Everly said. “We
are a team that likes to share the ball
and not be selfish. Our assists num-
bers are always usually pretty high.”
Westfield 13 15 12 13 53
Rahway 13   7 10 19 49

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09001515

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-30918-07

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUITY LOAN, INC. ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL L. SHEPPARD; WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD; H/W
Sale Date: 01/27/2010
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2008
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty Two Thousand Sixty One and 66/100***
$182,061.66.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of UNION, State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 225 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No.: 10 in Block 46
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately 75 x 139
Nearest Cross Street: WESTFIELD ROAD
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: Taxes, Sewer and

Water maybe delinquent you must check with the
tax collector for exact amounts due.

Title Number - 93689-A, Block 46, Lot 10
The total amount due for past due taxesis $0
Prior Mortgage and Judgments (if any):
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Thirty Six Thou-

sand Six Hundred Fifty and 96/100***
$236,650.96 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File Number: FCZ-93689
4 T - 12/31/09, 1/7, 1/14
& 1/21/10 Fee: $189.72

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLAMPING THE HEAD…Blue Devil Christian Barber, top, used a headlock to
turn Indian Diego Chavez to his back in the 145-lb bout. Barber seized an 18-5,
majority decision.

Blue Devil Cagers Beat
Raiders for Kowal Title
The Westfield High School boys

basketball team defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 43-36, to win the
John “Butch” Kowal Memorial
Tournament in Rahway on Decem-
ber 29.

Ryan Hess scored 15 points and
Pat Sabatino netted 13 for the 3-1
Blue Devils, while Chuck Oliver
scored 20 for the 3-2 Raiders.

Full article was too late for press
time.
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Colonia Cagers Stun
Lady Blue Devils, 54-45

The 2-1 Colonia High School Patri-
ots scored 30 points in the final quarter
to turn, what appeared to be a sure
defeat into a stunning 54-45 victory
over the Westfield High School girls
basketball team on December 26.

The 0-3 Blue Devils jumped to a
15-6 lead after the first quarter and
extended the lead to 28-15 by half-
time. The Blue Devils still had a 10-
point lead with four minutes remain-
ing, but the Lady Patriots went on a
remarkable 24-5 run to steal the vic-
tory. Chelsea Cimilluca scored 13 of
her 20 points and Alexandra Becker
bucketed eight of her 18 points in the
fourth quarter.

Blue Devil Diana Venezia had 16
points, including a pair of three-
pointer, eight rebounds, an assist, a
block and a steal. Amanda Markowski
had 14 points, four rebounds, an as-
sist and a steal, and Katie Ponce had
11 points, 11 rebounds, five steals
and five assists. Danielle Miller had
two points, three assists and a steak.
Nikki Aronson scored two points and
had a rebound.
Colonia   6   9   9 30 54
Westfield 15 13   8   9 45

OLIVER PUMPS IN 16 POINTS; BONACUM SCORES 10

Raider Cagers Strike Down
Holmdel Hornet Boys, 45-41

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Offensive and defensive domi-
nance, which existed for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
basketball team in the second quar-
ter, shifted in favor of Holmdel in the
third quarter, but the young Raiders
held on to grasp a thrilling, 45-41
victory in the opening round game
of the John “Butch” Kowal Memo-
rial Tournament in Rahway on De-
cember 27.

The 3-1, junior-dominated Raid-
ers combined physical aggressive-
ness on the boards with shooting
success and outscored the Hornets,
16-5, in the second quarter. Junior
guard Chuck Oliver led all scorers
with 16 points, while grabbing eight
boards. Junior guard Tim Bonacum
put in 10 points, including two from
beyond three-point range, and led in
assists with three. Senior forward
Doran Nelson netted seven points
and pulled down eight boards, and
junior center Matt Mann paced his
team with 11 boards and contributed
two points. Junior point guard Patrick
Dougher netted six points, including

one from downtown, grabbed two
rebounds and had two blocks in the
first half. Ian Johnson scored four
points. Mike Kelly led the Hornets
with 13 points and Matt Nasra added
12 points.

“I am real happy with the effort
and the way it turned out. As a young
team this was a game that our kids
learned from, and that just helps us
get better. We had the advantage in
size, and we were more physical, so
we were looking to get the ball in-
side,” said Raider Head Coach Dan
Doherty. “We did get a little content
there in the third quarter, and they
did give us problems with the run-
and-jump. They came out and pres-
sured us and we crumbled a little
against it. We called a timeout, played
solid defense and contested every
shot in the later part of the game.”

Each team netted nine points in
the opening quarter, highlighted by
Banacum’s 3-pointer, but the emo-
tionally charged Raiders’ 16-5 run,
which included a 12-0 surge at the
beginning of the second quarter,
earned them a 25-14 lead at the half.
Dougher inflicted severe damage

with his three-pointer and a lay-up.
Bonacum also connected from down-
town, and Oliver swiped a ball and
jumped into the scoring column with
four points. Nelson netted a basket
and Johnson added an exclamation
point with a two-point jumper at the
buzzer.

While the Raiders’ defense
wobbled in the third quarter, the
Hornets managed to find their
rhythm, and that reflected on the
scoreboard with an 11-point run to
finish the quarter with a 17-8 edge
and to narrow the Raiders’ lead to
33-31. The Raiders missed eight free
throws in the fourth quarter, but
Bonacum and Oliver stepped up to
insure that their team kept a few
paces ahead of the Hornets.

“We were a little rattled there in
the first quarter but found our rhythm
and were able to run our stuff. We
knew we were more athletic and
physical. That advantage allowed us
to push and attack the basket at will,
however we have lots of work to do
from the stripe,” Oliver said.
Holmdel   9   5 17 10 41
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   9 16   8 12 45

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP THE PLAY…Raider Alfredo Pawid, No. 4, sets up the play, while blocking a Hornet defender, as Chuck
Oliver, No. 11, awaits the ball on his way to the basket in a tournament in Rahway on December 27.

Pioneer Matmen Rip
SPF Raiders, 55-24

The New Providence Pioneers de-
feated the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team, 55-24,
in New Providence on December 23.
The 0-3 Raiders won two bouts by
fall and two by forfeit.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Hans Dassen (N) p Luke Vuono,
5:11
160: — Max Sidoli (N) p John Devia,
5:28
171: — John D’Amico (N) md Ed Haevey,
11-1
189: — Ben Carroll (N) p Brian Laspe,
1:00
215: — Mike McFarlane (S) p Ed Prufer,
3:48
Hwt: — Zach Troutman (N) p Andrew
Jacobs, 2:35
103: — David Dinerman (N) won forfeit
112: — Dan Smith (N) p Dan Cardoza,
3:29
119: — Tim Terrezza (N) p Steve Car-
rion, 1:45
125: — Tristan Bundy (S) p Jacob
Jankow, :47
130: — Vinny Sidoli (N) p Dion Natale,
3:42
135: — Glen Watson (S) won forfeit
140: — Harry Laplanche (N) d Mike
Steinfeld, 8-2
145: — Josh Foote (S) won forfeit

Arts/Entertainment
Year-In-Review, see
Pg. 12;
A/E News, see below

Les Malamut Hosts Exhibit
By 95-Year-Old Artist Tarr

AREA – “Visions of Playing Cards
and Variants,” a series of recently
completed paintings, will be presented
in the Les Malamut Art Gallery from
Tuesday, January 5, 2010, through
Saturday, February 13. There will be
an open-to-the-public reception on
Saturday, January 9, from 2 to 4 p.m.

The artist, George Tarr, still ac-
tively painting at 95 years of age,
continues to be prolific. His work
includes paintings in oil, watercolor
and acrylic, as well as carvings in
stone and wood. His greatest achieve-
ments however, have been sculptures
in bronze, steel and stone.

Asked about the inspiration for this
show, he said: “A childhood fascination
with playing-card images lay dormant

in my mind for many years until I
inherited several decks of playing cards
when my dear mother-in-law passed on
at 104. That rekindled my interest in the
cards and thence this exhibit.”

Mr. Tarr has been exhibiting since
1940 in museums, art centers and
libraries in New Jersey, including the
Newark Museum, Barron Art Center,
Papermill Playhouse and Hunterdon
Art Center.

The Les Malamut Art Gallery is
located in the lower level of the Union
Public Library, 1980 Morris Avenue.
It is handicapped-accessible and open
during regular library hours.

For further information about the
gallery, call (908) 851-5450 or visit
lesmalamutartgallery.web.officelive.com.

Madrigal Singers Present
A Cappella ‘Peace on Earth’

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE...The Madrigal Singers, pictured above, will perform a
cappella Christmas music and readings this Sunday afternoon during “Peace on Earth.”

WESTFIELD – The Madrigal Sing-
ers and Director Elaine Fiorino will
present “Peace on Earth,” a program
of a cappella Christmas music and
readings drawn from the rich tradi-
tions of seven centuries.

The performance, the group’s sixth
“second chance at Christmas con-
cert” will take place at 4 p.m. on
January 3, 2010, at the First United
Methodist Church, located at One
East Broad Street in Westfield. Guest
flutists Jenny Cline and Flora
Alexander will join the ensemble, as
they relate the story of the birth of the
holy Child.

The program opens with a candle
light procession to the strains of 13th
Century plainsong, continues with
musical descriptions of Gabriel’s ap-
pearance to Mary, the angels’ greet-
ing to the shepherds and the arrival of
the shepherds and the kings in

Bethlehem, and concludes with lis-
teners joining in the singing of “Glory
to God in the Highest,” a round that
has been part of the Madrigal Singer’s
tradition for more than 50 years.

From the glorious polyphony of
Sweelinck’s “Today, Christ is Born”
and the Dufay Gloria to the sweet
sounds of a 17th Century Spanish
lullaby; from the exquisite harmo-
nies of J. S. Bach and Steven Sametz
to the lively arrangement of “Silver
Bells” by Madrigal Singer bass and
composer John Sichel, there is some-
thing to capture the imagination of
everyone.

Admission at the door is $15 for
adults and $10 for seniors and stu-
dents. The church is handicapped-
accessible, has on-site parking and
will provide large-print programs. For
further information, call (908) 526-
6694.

FSPY Swimmers Capture
Holiday Invitational Crown

WF’s Oberlander Gets
All-State in Tennis

Kent Place School (KPS) freshman
Lauren Oberlander (from Westfield)
and senior Nellie Lindecke (from
Peapack) have been named to the All-
State, First Team by position in tennis.
Oberlander and Lindecke were selected
to the All-State, First Team for their
accomplishments at second doubles.
The KPS duo won the Union County
Tournament and finished undefeated at
19-0 at second doubles. They also were
selected All-County, Third Team.

The Fanwood Scotch Plains “Y”
(FPSY) swim team recently won the
overall championship at the Long Is-
land Holiday Invitational, a mid-sea-
son meet involving the entire team that
allows swimmers of all ages to demon-
strate their abilities. FSPY edged out
the second-place Ridgewood “Y” team
by only 30 points, 3,907-3,877. This
year’s field also included powerhouse

teams like the Flushing Flyers and
Wilton Wahoos among the over 1,250
swimmers from 17 “Y”s throughout
the tri-state area.

Head Coach Chris Feinthel said, “I
was very proud to see the amount of
enthusiasm, support and sportsman-
ship our team showed throughout the
meet. As a coach, it is very satisfying to
see our athletes have such a great time
competing in a sport that they love.”

FSPY also garnered a number of age
group trophies that were awarded for
first through third-place finishes in each
age group. First-place finishes went to
the 9-10 girls, the 13-14 girls, the 15-18
girls and 15-18 boys teams. The 9-10
boys and 13-14 boys tallied third-place
finishes. Several FSPY individuals were
recognized as high point winners
(HPW) for the meet: Marcel Green
(11-12 boys third place HPW); Sarah
Cronin (13-14 girls second place HPW);
Greg Baliko (15-18 boys first place
HPW); Mike Napolitano (15-18 boys
third place HPW).

FW Youth Baseball
Registration Set

The Fanwood Youth
Organization Baseball registration
for the 2010 Spring Baseball Season
is still open. Parents may securely
register their children online by
visiting www.FYOBaseball.org for
easy and immediate registration.
Registration will conclude on
January 31.

The baseball season will begin in
April and end in mid-June. FYO
Baseball is divided into five
divisions based on grade level. They
are as follows: Instructional TeeBall
– Kindergarten and Grade 1, Minor
League – Grades 2 and 3 (coaches
pitch), Major League – Grades 4
and 5 (players pitch) and Senior
League – Grades 6, 7 and 8.

Registration fees are $40 to $70
per child depending on division.
Travel and Tournament teams are
available for various age groups.
For more information, please
contact Joe Fitzgerald, FYO
Baseball, (908) 518-0129,
joefitzmlb@comcast.net

Travel Informs Work
Of Artist Helen Frank

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Juxtapose Gallery,
last month, hosted a reception for
Springfield artist Helen Frank;
longstanding collectors were intro-
duced to her more recent work, and
others were able to
discover her talent
for the first time.

For nearly 15
years, Juxtapose
Gallery has been
showing and sell-
ing the work of Ms.
Frank. Her oils and
etchings are popu-
lar and favored
among Juxtapose
Gallery’s regular
clients, according
to proprietor, Gerri
Gildea.

More than 100
people attended the
event.

“Her work is to-
tally exciting,” said
Mrs. Gildea, referring not only to Mrs.
Frank’s etchings, but also to her oil
paintings, both of which are on perma-
nent display at Juxtapose Gallery.

A passionate traveler, Mrs. Frank
often uses the cities she has visited for
inspiration.

“I love architecture,” she said. “I am
really not into nature or still-life.”

Among her favorite subjects is New
York City, where the ordinary – like the
steps of the Metropolitan Museum of
Art – as well as the unusual – like the
recently constructed High Line Garden
– are transformed by her artistic touch.

“There is something of Helen’s work
here for everyone,” continued Mrs.
Gildea, referring to the varied subject
matter of this prolific artist.

“Etching is a very fascinating me-

dium,” said Mrs. Frank, who taught art
in Springfield for many years.

“There is something very beguiling
about it because you never know how
an etching will turn out,” she said.

Mrs. Frank, who was raised in New-
ark and Maplewood, received her train-

ing at Cooper
Union, Yale and
T e m p l e
University’s Tyler
School of Fine
Arts.

“I’ve been an art-
ist all my life,” she
said.

This past fall,
Mrs. Frank was the
featured artist at
the Newark Public
Library’s Exhibit
of images of New
Jersey, titled “New
Jersey Through
Artists’ Eyes: Gar-
den State Iconog-
raphy.”

In addition to
Juxtapose Gallery, Mrs. Frank has ex-
hibited at Michael Ingbar Gallery of
Architectural Art in New York City,
the Palmer Museum in Springfield,
Rutgers Invitational Exhibit in New
Brunswick and the Midday Gallery in
Englewood, among others.

Her work has also been shown at La
Salle University in Philadelphia, the
University of Wisconsin, Brandeis
University and Purdue University.

Mrs. Frank, for her myriad of ac-
complishments displayed throughout
the country, she is happy to be repre-
sented close to her home, at Westfield’s
Juxtapose.

“Gerri is a fabulous agent who never
interferes with the creative process.
She is a great supporter,” said Mrs.
Frank.

The Gardener - High Line

HELP WANTED

Part Time Nanny/Childcare
provider needed for two children
in Westfield. Several overnights
needed throughout 2010.
Must have drivers license.
Occasional weekend avail a plus.

(917) 853-7945

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
EMERGENCY MEDICAL

TECHNICIANS
TELEPHONE DISPATCHERS
Call (908) 233-2500 for more

information or stop by
for an application:

335 Watterson Street, Westfield
*scholarships & training available*

FOR SALE

ANTIQUE BABY BUGGY
CARRIAGE FOR SALE

W o o d - L e a t h e r - M e t a l
Construction; All Original;
Excellent Condition; Includes
Porcelain Doll. Perfect For
Display! Great Gift Idea! $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

PSYCOTHERAPY OFFICES

Westfield
400 sqft, $800

500 sqft, 3days $600
Contact Dr. Parsons

(908) 233-2626

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on Janu-
ary 11, 2010 in the Council Chambers at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.
to hear and consider the following appeal
for use (d) and bulk (c) variance(s) from the
requirements of the Westfield Land Use
Ordinance.

Paul and Maire Coulter, 200 Embree
Court, Applicant seeks permission to re-
place a six (6) foot board on board wooden
fence with same contrary to section 12.07C
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
allows a maximum height of four (4) feet for
a fence in the street side yard of a corner
property. Proposed is six (6) feet.

Martin Gelinas, 168 Madision Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to retain a six
foot in the side yard contrary to Section
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance allows a maximum height of 4 feet
for a fence located in a street side yard.
Proposed is a six foot high fence with pillar
post + 7.5 feet high.

Charles Smith & Kelly Feltman, 306
Roanoke Road, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to use a 54 inch non-solid, aluminum
fence for the purpose of a pool enclosure
contrary to Section 13.02D5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a six
(6) foot solid fence enclosure for private
swimming pools. Proposed is 54 inch open

fence design.

Adele & Robert Ball, 556 Highland
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a front porch and a side porch
contrary to Sections 12.03D and 11.06E6
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires an average front yard setback of
45.9 feet. Proposed is 35.3 feet to the
house and 29.3 feet to the open front
porch. Ordinance requires a side yard set-
back of 15 feet. Proposed is 12 feet to the
open front porch.

Robert Halliburton & JoAnn
Blatchford, 158 Harrison Avenue, Appli-
cant seeks permission to construct a two
story addition to the rear of the house
contrary to the following sections of the
Land Use Ordinance. §11.09E6 - Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet. Proposed is 7.7 feet.
§11.09E8 - Ordinance allows a maximum
building height of 35 feet. Proposed is 37
feet 6 inches. §12.04F3 Ordinance allows
a maximum building coverage inclusive of
a front porch of 24%. Proposed is 24.56%.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/31/09, The Leader Fee: $61.71

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Uplifting, high-minded and inspira-
tional, director Clint Eastwood’s Invictus
is just what’s needed in our movie houses
at this juncture. Hopefully, this morally
instructive saga about how South Africa’s
Nelson Mandela used rugby to instill pride
in his nation won’t only be preaching to
the choir. It would be nice if a few ne’er-
do-wells see it, too.

But surely, whether you take it in to
reaffirm beliefs long held dear or just
because it’s a rousing good story, Mr.
Eastwood and company won’t let you
down. Morgan Freeman is splendid as
President Nelson Mandela, and Matt
Damon is also quite superb as Francois
Pienaar, the national rugby team’s cap-
tain. Plus, it’s a fine sports saga to boot.

If anything, its shortcomings – a lack of
surprise and experimental nuance – are
doubtlessly due to the director’s custodial
reverence for the material. Like the long-
distance runner cleaving to the flame, he
is delivering the entrusted message, the
dramatic gospel. And in doing so, he
handsomely employs a rather traditional
style of storytelling.

All the same, personalities are not lost
among the majesty of grand principles
extolled. Freeman creates an unmistak-
able aura. A longtime associate of Mr.
Eastwood’s, he obviously shares his
director’s monumental mission, gener-
ously managing to make the great man
mystical but human, and yet not so saintly
so as to be incredible.

There is whimsy in his forthrightness
when Madiba, as Mandela came to be
known by supporters old and new, asks
the rugby star for his help in soothing the
naysayers. The thought is that a national
sharing in athletic victory will heal rifts.
The conversations, pungent with philoso-
phy and, of course, sports metaphors,
provide food for thought.

While Damon is not always easy to
understand as a result, his total appropria-
tion of an Afrikaner accent nearly chal-
lenges Meryl Streep’s amazing Danish
argot in Out of Africa (1985). He also
bulked up a bit. But while Francois Pienaar
is a tough customer, he’s gentleman

Invictus: What The
Movie Theater Needs Now

enough to know that destiny has joined
him on the field of play.

We are brought into these historical
circumstances in 1994, shortly after Mr.
Mandela, who had previously spent 27
years in prison, is elected President of
South Africa. Among his first diplomatic
moves to seek reconciliation and not re-
venge, he seizes on the enmity that black
citizens hold for Springboks, the national
rugby team.

It just so happens that South Africa will
be hosting The World Cup in 1995. With
the planet certain to be looking in at the
generally despised, formerly apartheid
country, the stage is set for tactician
Mandela’s grand public-relations plan.
His strategy? Get blacks behind the team
and then win the cup. Never mind that
Springboks is hardly even rated.

Summoning what one could consider
the combined talents of Disraeli, Bear
Bryant and Red Auerbach, by inviting
Piennar to the Presidential Mansion
Mandela tacitly elects himself über coach
of Springboks. The two take tea. Later,
when asked about his famed luncheon,
Damon’s dazed rugby captain says, “I
think he wants us to win the cup.”

Good special effects reproduce
Johannesburg’s overflowing Ellis Park
Stadium, replete with a bubbling excite-
ment to match the rough and tumble ac-
tion on the field. Balancing the momen-
tousness, dramatic subsets tell the per-
sonal narratives. A running squabble be-
tween black and white members of
Mandela’s security corps is humorously
illustrative.

Yep, ‘tis a pity those who would ben-
efit most from this gracious civics lesson
will be too busy texting while driving or
otherwise denying their membership in
the human race. Still, it’s good to know
we can count on Mr. Eastwood who, via
Invictus (Latin for unconquered), informs
that mankind’s love of justice and toler-
ance shall not be defeated.

* * *
Invictus, rated PG-13, is a Warner Bros.

Pictures release directed by Clint
Eastwood and stars Morgan Freeman,
Matt Damon and Tony Kgoroge. Run-
ning time: 134 minutes
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

BRADY DECISIONS FRANK, CAMPO PINS ANIUKSTIS

Cougar Wrestlers Hold Back
Linden Tiger Matmen, 43-30

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seniors Julian Campo and Joe
Brady each won key bouts as the
Cranford High School wrestling team
upped it record to 4-0 by defeating a
strong Linden Tiger team, 43-30, in
Cranford on December 23. The Cou-
gars won six bouts via pin, one by
decision and one by forfeit.

Brady, the defending Union County
heavyweight champion, faced Tiger
Austin Frank, whom he had defeated
last year, 3-2, for the District 12 crown.
Last year, Brady placed second in the
Region 3 Tournament to qualify for
the NJSIAA Tournament and finished
with a 28-4 record. Frank placed
fourth in the region and finished 31-
11. This time, Brady grabbed a 4-2

decision over Frank.
“Joe was down 1-0 in the second

period, reversed him [Frank] and got
two stallings. Frank escaped to make
it 4-2,” Cougar Head Coach Darren
Torsone explained.

At 215-lbs, Campo, who was the
2008 District 12 champion at 215-
lbs, turned Adas Aniukstis on his back
in 3:05. Last year, Aniukstis won the
district title and placed third in the
county at 189-lbs and finished with a
31-9 record. Campo placed second at
215-lbs last year and finished 23-10.

“Julian was losing 2-1 in the sec-
ond [period]. He locked a cradle up in
the second period and pinned him in
3:05,” explained coach Torsone, who
added, “They [Brady and Campo]
work and push each other during prac-

tice. They are also getting better at
managing close match situations. We
stress wrestling six minute matches
no matter what the score, and they
both seem to get the idea. They are
maturing in that sense.”

Sophomore Ian Henry pinned Ti-
ger Daniel Tibere in 3:09 at 112-lbs.
Last year, Henry placed third in the
district and fourth in the county at
103-lbs. Undefeated Joe Giaccio re-
ceived a forfeit at 119-lbs then Brian
Buontempo came up slightly short in
a rock and tumble 13-11 decision to
Tiger Adrian Betancourt.

Cougar senior Carmine Pellino, a
Region 3 qualifier at 125-lbs last year,
settled Lamar Cooper in 3:23 at 130-
lbs. Cougar junior Matt DiGiovanni
made swift work of Quadeer White
with a 1:26 fall at 135-lbs. Last year,
DiGiovanni placed second in the dis-
trict and fourth in the county at 135-
lbs. Tiger senior Carl Holley earned a
7-2 decision over Eric Knight at 140-
lbs, but Cougar senior Connor
Londregan stunned junior Felipe
Ramirez, who placed third in the dis-
trict last year at 135-lbs, in 4:41 at
145-lbs.

Cougar sophomore JP Christiano
barely broke a sweat when he showed
Tiger Mosa Diab the lights in 1:35 at
152-lbs. At 160-lbs, Tiger Travis Fos-
ter pinned Chris Keim in 1:01 then
Tiger Danny Castro decked Rob
Kessler in 5:07 at 171-lbs. Tiger se-
nior Nick Currea pinned Errol
Petgrave in 5:30 at 189-lbs.

“Linden had some very tough kids
and they fought hard the entire match,”
said coach Torsone. “Every year, Lin-
den seems to be improving, which is
good because it makes our county
and District 11 more competitive.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
HWT: Joe Brady (C) d Austin Frank (L),
4-2
103: Josh Sheehey (L) won forfeit
112: Ian Henry(C) p Daniel Tibere (L),
3:09
119: Joe Giaccio (C) won forfeit
125: Adrian Betancourt (L) d Brian
Buontempo (C), 13-11
130: Carmine Pellino (C) p Lamar Coo-
per (L), 3:23
135: Matt DiGiovanni (C) p Quadeer
White (L), 1:26
140: Carl Holley (L) d Eric Knight (C), 7-
2
145: Connor Londregan (C) p Felipe
Ramirez (L), 4:41
152: JP Christiano (C) p Mosa Diab (L),
1:35
160: Travis Foster (L) p Chris Keim (C),
1:01
171: Daniel Castro (L) p Rob Kessler
(C), 5:07
189: Nick Currea (L) p Errol Petgrave
(C), 5:30
215: Julian Campo (C) p Adas Aniukstis
(L) 3:05

DANIELLE GROSS, JAMIE WEBB STAR ON OFFENSE

Lady Cougar Cagers Defeat
Lady Crusaders, Kardinals

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior center Danielle Gross put
up 11 points and senior forward
Jamie Webb (three 3-pointers) buck-
eted 10 points to lead the 1-1
Cranford High School girls basket-

ball team to a 46-31 victory over the
A.L. Johnson Lady Crusaders in
Cranford on December 23. Then on
December 28, the Lady Cougars
upped their record to 2-1 with a 45-
27 thrashing of the 3-1 Kearny
Kardinals in the first round of the

Livingston Tournament.
The Cougars pounced on the Cru-

saders with a 19-9 first-quarter lead
then slowly added to their lead the
remainder of the way. Webb also led
the team with 11 rebounds, five steals
and four assists. Gross finished with
three steals and two rebounds. Se-
nior forward Taylor D’Antico netted
nine points, including a 3-pointer,
and added two rebounds and a steal.

Sophomore guard Morgan Miller
put in eight points, including a pair
of 3-pointers, and freshmen guard
Jenna Goeller hit a pair of free throws.
Freshman guard Jess McCoy sank
six points.

“The three seniors really led our
team on the floor, not only in scor-
ing, but in keeping the team working
hard and together throughout the
entire game,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Huber said. “We talked be-
fore the game about keeping the
tempo and playing ‘our game’, and
that is exactly what we did. We looked
to push the ball up the floor and get
good shots in transition. We worked
really hard on defense and forced
Johnson to work the ball around and
to take rushed shots. Johnson played
us in a 3-2 zone most of the game and
left the middle open, which enabled
Danielle to get good open shots.”

Gina Trani led the 1-1 Crusaders
with nine points and Jamie Pflug
banged a pair of 3-pointers.

Gross again led the scoring charge
against the Kardinals by sinking 11
points. Webb and Sara Guiglia each
bucketed eight points. McCoy sank
seven points and Goeller pumped in
five points, while D’Antico and Kate
McGovern each put up three points.

The Kardinals won the first quar-
ter, 11-6, but the Cougars came roar-
ing back in the second quarter with a
13-3 run, then put the game out of
reach with a 17-6 run in the third
quarter. Janitza Aquino led the
Kardinals with 14 points, which in-
cluded three 3-pointers.
AL Johnson   9   8   8   6 31
Cranford 19   8 11   8 46

Cranford   6 13 17   9 45
Kearny 11   3   6   7 27

BURKE CLEARS 11’6”, ENGLESE SHINES

Cougar Tracksters Fare
Well at Burns Relays

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School (CHS)
winter track team had a decent show-
ing at the Burns Relays at the Bennett
Indoor Complex in Toms River on
December 27. No team scoring, only
individual times, was intended for
this event.

Senior Kelly Burke cleared 11’6”
in the pole vault, which is still the
best height in the state this season.
The Cougar girls 4x200-meter relay
team placed fifth and were just .01
off the CHS indoor record, and jun-
ior Natalie Englese had a very fast,
25-second split in the event. She also
had a very strong split of 58 seconds
in the 4x400-meter relay.

“As a coaching staff, at this part of
the season, we want to get a look at
as many kids in multiple events, so

that we can piece together a very
competitive team come champion-
ship season in January and Febru-
ary,” Cougar Head Coach Peter Kane
said. “We had a lot of PR’s [personal
records] and the experience that the
kids gained was invaluable.”

Several of the newcomers also per-
formed well. Dan Cleary turned in a
fine split in the 4x800-meter relay,
as did veteran Tyler Ainge in the
same event. Freshman Bryanna Grant
recorded the fastest time on the Cou-
gar girls’ 55-meter shuttle hurdle
relay.

The Cougars looked forward to
competing in the Merli Invitational
meet that would calculate team scores,
as well as individual performances in
Toms River on December 30.

“We are real excited,” commented
coach Kane.

SAME OLD ROUTINE? SAME OLD RESULTS.....

LET JENI-FIT BE THE SOLUTION TO YOUR

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTION!

NEXT SESSION STARTS JANUARY 5TH

FREE TRY-IT CLASS FOR ALL FIRST TIME CLIENTS!

DON'T DELAY, GET FIT TODAY!

CHECK US OUT @ WWW.JENI-FIT.COM

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars! Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin (BrH2O match) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BECOMING A CRADLE SPECIALIST…Cougar senior Julian Campo, top, has become a cradle specialist in his 215-lb
bouts. Campo recently won a big bout by pinning Linden’s Adas Aniukstis with a cradle in 3:05.
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Roselle Park Panthers Stop
Gov. Liv. Highlanders, 36-24

The Roselle Park Panthers defeated
the Governor Livingston Highland-
ers, 36-24, in the Memorial match for
Anthony Casselli in Roselle Park on
December 23.

In a match that featured three key
match-ups, Panther Matt Krynicki,
an NJSIAA qualifier in 2008, earned
a 5-3 decision over Pat Eichner, who
placed second in District 12 last year
at 135-lbs. At 112-lbs, Highlander
Anthony DeFranco, who placed sec-
ond in the Union County and District
12 tournaments at 103-lbs last year,
pinned Giovanni Ramirez, who placed
third in the county at 103-lbs last
year, in 5:47. Highlander Joe Hoy,
who finished 30-11 last year, defeated
Jon Acosta, 5-4, at 135-lbs.

Highlander Frank Colder, who
placed third in the county at 160-lbs

last year, decision Vic Pozsonyi, 9-5,
at 189-lbs. Panther big guns, Russ
Benner (152-lbs) and Dennis Carroll
(160-lbs), both NJSIAA qualifiers last
year, pulled out victories. Benner
pinned Brian Sobol in 5:01 and Carroll
decisioned Steve Shuanburg, 11-5.

Panther Nick Longo, who finished
25-11 last year, pulled an 8-6 decision
over Victor Orozco at 140-lbs, and
Panther Connor Gabriel won an 11-5,
decision over Zach Hessler at 171-lbs.
Panther Frank Yuro, the county champ
at 189-lbs last year, pinned Matt
O’Sullivan in 2:37 at 215-lbs. GL
heavyweight Tony Mangianetto edged
Andres Zamora, 2-1, and GL’s Jon
Mele defeated John Devito, 8-4, at
103-lbs. Panthers Brendan Leary and
Dan Pisauro received forfeits at 119-
lbs and 125-lbs, respectively.

Union County Wrestling Results:Roselle Park Panther Invitat’l
Wrestling Tournament Results:

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Howell High School wrestling
team, known as the Rebels, claimed
four individual champions to win the
team title at the Roselle Park Invita-
tional Holiday wrestling tournament
in Roselle Park on December 29. The
Rebels totaled 190 points and the
Hanover Park Hornets, also with four
individual champions, placed second
with a total of 181.5.

The hosting Panthers had one indi-
vidual champion and placed third with
175 points. Morristown had one
champion and placed fourth with 130
points and West Milford took fifth
with 102.5 points. Madison claimed
one individual champ and placed sixth
with a total of 95.5. Piscataway had
two champions and finished seventh
with 85 points. Westfield had one
individual champion and finished
eighth at 72 points.

Westfield Blue Devil Christian
Barber, seeded third at 140-lbs, re-
corded a 2-0 victory over Howell’s
Brian Wilson in the quarterfinals then
added another 2-0 victory over
Hanover Park’s Charles Savino, who
had edged him for third in the Re-
gion 3 tournament last year. In the
finals, Barber delivered three
takedowns to subdue David Powell
of Piscataway, 6-1.

Roselle Park Panther Russ Benner,
seeded first at 152-lbs, recorded a 5-
1 victory over Christian Mazzocchi
of Madison to claim the title. In the
160-lb title bout, Panther Dennis
Carroll, trailing 3-2, with a few sec-
ond remaining, attempted a desper-
ate takedown, but Piscataway’s Tevin
Shaw countered to win, 5-2. Panther
Vic Pozsonyi was nipped, 3-2, by
Mike Lomio (Hanover Park) at 171-
lbs, Connor Gabriel lost his 189-lb
title bout, 3-2, to Darren Dungee
(Morristown) and Frank Yuro dropped
his 215-lb title bout, 13-8, to Joe
Melon (Howell).

A full account of the tournament
will be in The Westfield Leader’s
January 7 issue.

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Gennaro Cuccolo (Ho) d Frank
Crippen (Mo)
112: — Dru Thomas (Ho) d Patsy Davis
(HP), 3-1
119: — Kyle Robertson ((HP) p Josh
Love (WM), 3:00
125: — Mike Mora (P) d Cole Cameron
(Ho), 6-1
130: — Mike Shaughessy (Ho) d Nick
Giordano ((HP), 4-2
135: — Mike Johnstone (HP) tf Jon
Acosta (RP), 20-4, 3:20
140: — Christian Barber (W) d David
Powell (P), 6-1
145: — Ryan Colwell (Ma) d Aaron
Velasquez (Mo), 7-0
152: — Russ Benner (RP) d Christian
Mazzocchi (Ma), 5-1
160: — Tevin Shaw (P) d Dennis Carroll,
5-2
171: — Mike Lomio (HP) d Vic Pozsonyi,
3-2
189: — Darren Dungee (Mo) d Connor
Gabriel (RP), 3-2
215: — Joe Melon (Ho) d Frank Yuro
(RP), 13-8
Hwt: — Jake Conover (Ho) p Mike
Boardman (Ma), 1:07

Pioneer Matmen Rip
SPF Raiders, 55-24

The New Providence Pioneers de-
feated the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team, 55-24,
in New Providence on December 23.
The 0-3 Raiders won two bouts by
fall and two by forfeit.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
152: — Hans Dassen (N) p Luke Vuono,
5:11
160: — Max Sidoli (N) p John Devia,
5:28
171: — John D’Amico (N) md Ed Haevey,
11-1
189: — Ben Carroll (N) p Brian Laspe,
1:00
215: — Mike McFarlane (S) p Ed Prufer,
3:48
Hwt: — Zach Troutman (N) p Andrew
Jacobs, 2:35
103: — David Dinerman (N) won forfeit
112: — Dan Smith (N) p Dan Cardoza,
3:29
119: — Tim Terrezza (N) p Steve Car-
rion, 1:45
125: — Tristan Bundy (S) p Jacob
Jankow, :47
130: — Vinny Sidoli (N) p Dion Natale,
3:42
135: — Glen Watson (S) won forfeit
140: — Harry Laplanche (N) d Mike
Steinfeld, 8-2
145: — Josh Foote (S) won forfeit

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com
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Victims Everyday
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w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m
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Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
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anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
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Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
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Happy Holidays!
from Dr. Leventer and staff

come visit us at our new location
551 Millburn Ave

Short Hills
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282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
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Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Minutemen Bury
Union Farmers, 66-6

BOUT SEQUENCE:
135: — D’ondre Floyd (E) p Beve
Julien, :37
140: — Jose Arias (E) p Pat Rangel,
1:59
145: — George Travinsky (E) p Malik
Bradley, 1:05
152: — Erick Ventura (E) d Wymid
Whitted, 16-13
160: — Mike Rabitan (E) p Matt
DePena, :22
171: — Maurice McCullers (E) d Omar
Shehaiber, 7-3
189: — Jeremy Portillo (E) d Rashaan
Richardson, 6-3
215: — Carlos Cardenas (E) p Jose
Brignoni, 4:42
Hwt: — Kyle Crowley (U) p Lazaro
Sanchez, 4:23
103: — James Thevenin (E) d Bryam
Villacres, 5-2
112: — Carlos Herrera (E) won forfeit
119: — Mateo Perez (E) p Jorge
Bergman, 1:24
125: — Ralph Stadtler (E) p Chris
Dorvius, :35
130: — Jah Guittermo (E) p Dimitri
Joseph, :29

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE 152-LB CROWN…Roselle Park Panther Russ Benner, top, controls Madison’s Christian Mazzocchi in the
152-lb title bout at the Panther Invitational on December 29. Benner won, 5-1.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ADVANCING TO THE 160-LB FINALS…Roselle Park Panther Dennis Carroll, top, defeated Matt Berry of West Milford,
5-1, to advance to the 160-lb title bout at the Panther Invitational on December 29.
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Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department  of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through

a grant administered by the Union County office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
* * * The Community Players, a qualified organization of the NJ Cultural Trust * * *

Since 1934Since 1934

Box Office: 908-232-1221  opens 1 week before show

Presenting our 2009 - 2010   75th Anniversary Season !

* Special student pricing
for 3PM Sunday matinee

$10  with valid id

Give the gift of live theater to friends

and family this holiday season !
As we celebrate our 75th year, WCP
wishes all of you a healthy, Happy 

New Year in 2010 !

“Dial M for Murder”
A Murder Mystery by

Frederick Knott

March 6, 13, *14, 20, 26, 27
8PM  Single tickets $20

“The Second Time Around”
A Comedy by Henry Denker

January 9,  16, *17, 22, 23
8PM  Single tickets $20

“Caught in the Net”
A Farce by

Ray Cooney

May 8, 15, *16, 21, 22
8PM  Single tickets $20

Visit us on the web at: www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org Dates, times subject to change

January
GARWOOD – At the Crossroads in

Garwood, members of the rock-reggae
band Milan (pronounced My-lin) backed
up opening act Tam Garcia on his last
song, then took center stage with their
“roots-rock-reggae [mixed] with that East
Coast sound.”

Milan is known for its hard-rocking,
groove-filled mix of Sublime-style rock
mixed with splashes of Jimi Hendrix.

At the Crossroads, lead singer and gui-
tarist Milan Lazistan played one solo with
his teeth and another with the guitar be-
hind his back. Bassist David Sloyan paid
homage to Angus Young of AC/DC by
throwing his body around the stage while
keeping the groove solid.

One memorable moment saw Mr.
Sloyan and drummer Edwin Estevez, Jr.
playing drums together on the same drum
set.

At the time of the Crossroads perfor-
mance, Milan was working on a single
and an album. The band, which won the
2008 New Jersey Shows Battle of the
Bands, was also working with its man-
ager, Clifford “CJ” Joseph, “lining up
gigs with other “ska punk” rock bands.

“Ska-punk....may be underground, but
underground drives what people want to
hear. And people definitely want to hear
Milan,” said Mr. Joseph.

~ Eric Nierstedt

AREA – Mike Driscoll of Linden di-
rected and Scotch Plains resident Tom
Rowe served as the lighting director for
the Alliance Repertory Theater
Company’s performance of Aaron
Sorkin’s, A Few Good Men, which was
held at the Union County Performing
Arts Center.

The play, which had been made into a
movie of the same name in 1993 starring
Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson, is about
the fallout after two marines are charged
with the death of a fellow soldier at
Guantanamo Bay. The play was chosen
by Alliance because the plot is relevant to
the American situation today.

According to Mr. Driscoll, the play
depicts how, at times, government offi-
cials tend to go over the edge “under the
guise that they are right.”

“I think the play is more powerful,
more dramatic [than the movie],” said
Mr. Driscoll.

~ Carolyn Freundlich

FANWOOD – Fanwood resident Adele
Kenny released a new chapbook, “The
Kite and Other Poems from Childhood,”
consisting of 24 poems written when she
was between the ages of 4 and 10. The
poems were forgotten until a summer 10
years ago, when the author was simulta-
neously grieving the death of her mother
and fighting breast cancer.

Ms. Kenny is the founder of Fanwood’s
Carriage House Poetry Series (CHPS).
Along with Fanwood resident Tom Plante,
she co-directs the Fanwood Arts Council,
of which CHPS is a satellite.

Ms. Kenny’s poems describe typical
childhood experiences such as a snow
storm and the death of her grandfather.

“The poems I wrote as a child reflect
my impressions of things as they were,
what those things meant and the various
relationships involved,” she said.

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD – Countertenor Joseph
Hill, director of Music and an organist at
the Community Presbyterian Church of
Mountainside, sang the title role in The
Choral Art Society of New Jersey’s pro-
duction of Handel’s oratorio, Solomon at
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.

The production also starred soprano

Andie Campbell as the Queen of Sheba
and tenor Stephen Sands as Zadok.

The soloists, chorus and orchestra are
under the direction of James Little, music
director of the The Choral Arts Society of
New Jersey.

According to Mr. Hill, a countertenor
is “any male who uses his upper head
voice as his performing instrument.” As
the lead singer, Mr. Hill’s countertenor
voice conveys the beauty, subtle strength
and stateliness that were once a part of the
18th century.

Pleased with the choir’s re-creation of
musical pieces from yesteryear, Mr. Little
said, “We’re showcasing a bit of history.”

~ Meredith Mannino

February
GARWOOD – Garwood resident

Chelsea Gower, a junior at the Magnet
High School for math, science and tech-
nology in Scotch Plains, directed, cho-
reographed and stage-managed Clue the
Musical, performed at Union County
Technical and Vocational Schools, also
in Scotch Plains.

The actors, stage crew and tech crew
are from all of the schools on campus:
Magnet, Performing Arts, Allied Health,
Academy of Information Technology and
Vocational.

Chelsea, a performer since she was a
young girl, started up a drama club that
has grown into two productions a year.
Clue is the club’s first foray into the
musical genre.

Chelsea decided that there was a need
for a musical on campus. Personally, she
felt that the drama club and the produc-
tions help her balance the image of at-
tending a “math-and-science” school.

“I know in my heart this is what I want
to do,” she said. “Let’s be serious; can
you imagine Chemical Engineering the
Musical?”

~ Debbie Hoffman

RAHWAY – Conductor David Wroe
of the Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) ingeniously paired music, drama
and dance in a production of Bizet’s
Carmen for WSO Friends Appreciation
Night at the Union County Performing
Arts Center (UCPAC) in Rahway. The
spectacular venue of UCPAC, fully re-
stored to its vaudeville splendor, was an
appropriate setting.

The evening presented a mélange of
orchestral classics, with violin solos by
Byung-Kook Kwak and Flamenco dance
choreographed and presented by the famed
dancer Omayra Amaya and her five-mem-
ber dance company.

Through his solo, Zigeuerweisen
(Gypsy Airs) by Spanish composer Pablo
Sarasate, Mr. Kwak displayed flexibility,
tenderness, technical dexterity and ex-
pertise.

The Orchestral Suite from Carmen was
clearly interwoven with vocally accom-
panied Flamenco dancers, featuring Ms.
Amaya as Carmen and Edwin Aparicio as
the bullfighter.

At the conclusion of the night, the
audience sprung to its feet with explosive
appreciation for such a dramatic and
unique evening of entertainment. Fit-
tingly, Maestro Wroe blew a kiss to his
orchestra with his own appreciation.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

WESTFIELD – From Hannah Mon-
tana and the Jonas Brothers to the Monkees
and Elvis, the Washington School Player’s
presentation of Life is a Highway bursted
with energy from its very first number,
which featured dancers “rocking on” with
inflatable guitars.

Set in Westfield, the show focuses on
Savannah Montana, played by Karen

Fishman, a rock sensation who must
choose between entertaining at an all-
important concert gig at Washington
School versus supporting her best friend,
Lulu, played by Patty Vera, at her State
Cup soccer game.

Writer Ralph Venturino described the
show’s theme as “Hannah Montana meets
Young Frankenstein.”

The presentation serves as Washing-
ton School PTO’s largest fundraiser. Par-
ents handle every aspect from writing,
directing, producing and performing to
choreography and set design for the event,
which is held annually at Roosevelt
School.

For many parents, the Washington
School show is a community effort that
can sometimes be difficult to say goodbye
to when their youngest children finish
attending the school.

“It’s bittersweet, but the alumni al-
ways come back and support the show,
which makes it so much better,” said
Janice Bryk, a parent dancer in this year’s
show.

~ Christie Storms

MOUNTAINSIDE – Reaching into
their hearts and their pocketbooks, more
than 200 area residents, as well as friends
and family from outside of the commu-
nity, gathered in the auditorium at Our
Lady of Lourdes church in Mountainside
on Valentine’s Day to attend the eighth-
annual comedy show to benefit
Fibrodysplasia Ossificans Progressiva
(FOP) research.

Former Westfield resident Whitney
Weldon, 16, is afflicted with the rare
genetic condition, which causes muscles
and other connective tissue to turn into
bone. Longtime family friend of the
Weldons, Gary Whyte of Mountainside,
once again spearheaded the annual event.

Mr. Whyte told the newspaper that this
year’s show of support raised nearly
$20,000, and to date, the fundraising ef-
forts have reached close to $200,000.

Monies raised will not only fund re-
search into finding a cure for FOP, but
will also benefit research for other mus-
culoskeletal disorders such as osteoporo-
sis, osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthri-
tis.

~ Linda B. Condrillo

March
WESTFIELD – In March, composer

and conductor Trent Johnson , music di-
rector at First United Methodist Church
in Westfield and music director of the
Oratorio Singers of Westfield, led the
Oratorio Singers in Franz Schubert’s
“Mass in G Major,” Ludwig van
Beethoven’s “Christ on the Mount of
Olives” and the world premiere of Mr.
Johnson’s “In Homage of Spring.”

The Schubert and Beethoven pieces
featured orchestra, chorus, soprano Rachel
Rosales, tenor Mark Bleeke (who grew
up in Westfield) and baritone Lawrence
Craig, while Mr. Johnson’s newest work
is written for orchestra, chorus and so-
prano.

“The Mass in G is one of [Schubert’s]
most beautiful choral works. It is a sweet,
beautiful piece, and I haven’t heard it too
often on concert programs,” Mr. Johnson
said.

“Christ on the Mount of Olives” is
Beethoven’s only oratorio, and the most
famous excerpt is the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” which acts as the final affirmation,
Mr. Johnson said.

~ Greg Waxberg

RAHWAY – Emmy Award-winning
entertainer and comedienne Wanda Sykes
told The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in an exclusive
interview that she was excited to return to
her “first love,” standup. The TV and
movie star performed in mid-March  at
the Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter (UCPAC) in Rahway.

Although in the past she has incorpo-
rated her personal life into her standup,
Sykes said she “tries to keep it separate.”
She talks a lot about social issues on stage
and things that have happened to her. She
also insisted that she does not try to be
politically charged.

“My goal is to be funny,” Sykes said.
“Standup, to me, is not [about sending]
some type of message but to point out
hypocrisy. If I think of something that’s
funny and gives an audience a different
way of looking at things, that’s cool, but
I wanna be funny,” she said.

~ Carolyn Freundlich

GARWOOD – Crossroads in Garwood
witnessed the re-arrival of guitarists Glenn
Alexander and Jane Getter, billed as Six
String Heroes. The two lived up to the
name, as they combined their guitar prow-
ess to play with the power of a locomotive
and leap across fret boards in a single
bound.

Mr. Alexander, a transplanted Kansan
who now calls Westfield home, began the
show with laid-back stage banter, warn-

ing the audience to “beware of flying bad
notes,” as the group only had one two-
hour rehearsal the previous evening.

~ Eric Nierstedt

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joe Bellestri of
Katherine Street in Scotch Plains, with
help from his wife Angela, got a Man
Cave dedicated to the New York Rang-
ers.

Mrs. Bellestri wrote in to the DIY
Network’s show “Man Caves,” explain-
ing how their fraternal twins, 21-month-
old Kaitlin and Michael, have taken over
the family room with all of their toys, so
her husband needs somewhere in the house
to call his own. Mr. Bellestri said she
wrote in with the idea of a “hockey hide-
away.”

The show took a slapshot at a hockey
theme, modeling the man cave after the
newly renovated Ranger’s locker room.
Mr. Bellestri and a host of his friends, also
Rangers fans, helped construct some of
the components of the room.

The Bellestris were chosen out of some
3,000 applicants. When they got the call
that they were picked, Mrs. Bellestri said,
“I think I jumped down the stairs saying
‘we made it, we made it… It has been an
experience for us. How often does this
happen?”

~ Christina M. Hinke

WESTFIELD – The opening night at
Westfield High School’s (WHS) produc-
tion of Cole Porter’s Kiss Me Kate wasn’t
just “another op’nin’ of another show.”
Director Daniel Devlin’s production of-
fered a musical night with voices, acting
and dancing that rivaled professional qual-
ity.

Although the setting is June 1948, the
plot sounded like a modern-day Holly-
wood soap opera. The acting and singing
in this WHS production were spectacu-
lar.

As Kate, Catalina Gaglioti’s classi-
cally trained voice thrilled in the song “I
Hate Men,” in which she correctly mixed
chest and head voice for a consistent tone
from top to bottom of the song. It was no
surprise to see in the playbill that she won
the 2008 National Teen Idol title. Only a
high school sophomore, this incredibly
gifted girl’s rendition of “So in Love” and
“Wunderbar” were superb.

Matching Catalina’s vocal and acting
talent was sophomore Peter Surace as
Fred. Peter’s rich, vibrant tones soared in
“So in Love” and “Were Thine that Spe-
cial Face.”

The wedding scene’s spectacular con-
clusion – with ensemble in stately cream
outfits and the bride and groom in gold-
trimmed crimson – proved that
Shakespeare was right, even after fits and
drama, “All’s well that ends well.”

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

April
WESTFIELD – After just three weeks,

renovations to the historic Rialto Theatre
were completed, and an excited contin-
gent, which included current and former
councilmen and mayors, came by to cel-
ebrate the theatre’s reopening.

Owner Jesse Sayegh, president of CJM
Entertainment, his children and a cohe-
sive staff of electricians, painters, cabi-
netmakers, carpenters and assorted
craftspeople worked day and night to
complete the project, making finishing
touches to the place up until the last
minute of bunting being laid and the crowd
beginning to amass outside.

Two of the six auditoriums now have
digital projectors, which enable certain
movies to be presented in 3D, while mov-
iegoers now sit extra comfortably in new,
cushioned reclining chairs with added
legroom. When showing movies in 3D,
the theatre will loan state-of-the-art 3D
glasses – not the flimsy paper ones of
yesteryear – to viewers.

The lobby walls were painted a vibrant
blue and green, and the pattern on the
carpet is stars and streamers, quite appro-
priate for the new Rialto. The concession
stand has been refurbished with granite
countertops and linoleum tile, and the
bathrooms have been updated a bit, with
new soap dispensers and countertops. Mr.
Sayegh said he decided to refurbish the
Rialto because, after 11 years, it needed
an upgrade and remodeling.

“It took a lot of time and a lot of effort,”

said Ms. Sayegh. “We worked very hard,
every minute of every day. It all came
from the heart.”

~ Meredith Mannino

WESTFIELD – This year, 59 loca-
tions, most of them downtown businesses,
volunteered window space to display
paintings, drawings, sculpture and painted
furniture created by approximately 600
Westfield students.

A collaborative effort on the part of the
school system, parents and students, YAM
encourages a town-wide interest in stu-
dent art in a nonjudgmental and critique-
free atmosphere. School art teachers se-
lected the pieces chosen to be displayed
during YAM. Creativity and the ability to
evoke an emotional response were two of
the criteria used for selection. Commit-
ment to the creation of the art, including
the young artist’s work ethic, also played
a part in the selection.

“In this difficult economic time, it is
refreshing to see the support of the com-
munity with welcoming smiles and com-
ments about the awesome work of our
students,” said Linda King, supervisor of
Fine Arts for the Westfield Public Schools.

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD — The Coffee With
Conscience concert series welcomed Tom
Chapin, music legend and younger brother
of late folk legend Harry Chapin, to the
First United Methodist Church. Mr.
Chapin has been performing and record-
ing both adult and children’s music for
more than 30 years. He began performing
at age 12 with Harry and their brother
Steve as the Chapin Brothers.

He opened with a hilarious new song,
“We Will Adjust,” which dealt with the
confusion of new technology, a theme to
which many of his longtime fans can
relate. After a second new song, “Love
Lasts Long,” in which he asked the audi-
ence to sing along, Mr. Chapin paid trib-
ute to opening act Victoria Vox (a ukulele
player), by saying his next song “should’ve
been on ukulele.”

After “The Study,” he played another
funny song about the amount of time
government spends studying problems
rather than solving them, Mr. Chapin
followed up with “Boys in the Choir,” the
story of how his mother had put him in the
local choir to keep him out of trouble as a
child.

Mr. Chapin’s connection with his au-
dience was obvious. “Performing is col-
laborative; I’m just up there telling my
stories to the audience, and they’re the
ones listening and hopefully enjoying it.
So that makes me want the strong audi-
ence connection in my shows,” he said.

~ Eric Nierstedt

RAHWAY – Motown legends The
Temptations hit the Union County Per-
forming Arts Center and showed that they
only miss the mark by a couple of hairs.
They launched into their recent Grammy-
winning cover of “How Sweet It Is” (To
Be Loved By You), with their trademark
choreography matching their voices ev-
ery step of the way.

The Temptations performed long
stretches of songs, with the “newer” Temp-
tations showing their skills, as Ron Tyson
perfectly imitated the vocal stylings of
original Temptation Eddie Kendricks on
“The Way You Do The Things You Do”
and “Just My Imagination (Running Away
With Me).”

Lone original member Otis Williams,
who has been a Temptation for 48 years,
thanked the crowd for “giving us so many
hits that we can’t possibly do them all in
the time we have. But we’re gonna try.”

~ Eric Nierstedt

May
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Commu-

nity Players production of Little Miss Sun-
shine showcased strong voices, lively danc-
ing and some good-old-fashioned silliness.

Jennifer Bacigalupi, who possesses a
grand voice that blows the roof off of the
small theater, was the quintessential Mary
– from her creamy, glowing skin, ruby-
tinged lips, bowed hair ribbons and per-
fectly posed, gloved hand gestures.

Little Mary Sunshine reflected not only
a simpler time, but also an optimistic
quality served up with white gloves, tea
and cucumber sandwiches.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

WESTFIELD — The Friends of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)’s
annual Tour of Notable Homes not only
showcased five local residences, but pro-
fessional design workshops, entertain-
ment and a one-of-a-kind artists’ bou-
tique as well.

A choice of five 40-minute seminars
delving into the details of home design
and professional staging was included in
the ticket price. Proceeds from the annual
fundraiser help support the programs of
the WSO.

Local decorators and real estate associ-
ates offered seminars hourly on such top-
ics as design, home staging and Feng Shui
techniques at the former Cosi restaurant
location on East Broad Street. Experts
incorporated visual presentations, dis-
played accessories and trims, and recom-
mended resources for further learning
during their 40-minute presentations.

“Our community, particularly The
Friends Group has been very generous to
the orchestra,” said Conductor David
Wroe, who was on hand personally to
meet and greet people who support the
WSO mission through participation in
the tour.

~ Christie Storms

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
teen, Madhumita Parmar, produced and
organized “Sagamam,” a musical extrava-
ganza benefit concert held at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School to raise
money for Austism Speaks, an organiza-
tion committed to raising awareness of
autism through education and research.

Madhumita not only put the concert
together, she was one of the performers.
Madhumita accompanied Layatharanga,
an acoustic rhythm group and one of
India’s most popular musical performers,
by singing in the classical North Indian
Hindustani, and South Indian Carnatic
traditions and playing the saxophone.

“Sangamam” raised more than $5,000
for Autism Speaks. “I am sure this sup-
port will go a long way in bringing hope
and light into the lives of so many chil-
dren affected by Autism,” said Mrs. Suba
Parmar, Madhumita’s mother.

~ Marylou Morano

June
WESTFIELD – For the finale of its

spectacular 26th season, Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) joined forces
with guest choirs – Liverpool Welsh Cho-
ral Union from England and the Pro Art
Chorale from Bergen County – to per-
form Giuseppe Verdi’s Requiem. The
majestic setting of the Presbyterian Church
of Westfield provided the perfect venue
with the choirs seated in the two arms of
the balcony.

Mr. Wroe’s masterful baton seemed to
cast a magic bolt as he cued the powerful
typani of James Musto and bass drum of
Barry Centanni. That segment provided
some of the night’s most memorable
moments with hammer-like percussion
blows, that, according to the program
notes, were part of Verdi’s original in-
structions.

“The composer direct that the bass
drum be stretched very tight, so that its
offbeat strokes will sound short and pow-
erful,” the program read.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

AREA- Wardlaw-Hartridge School’s
(WHS) second-annual choral concert,
held in Plainfield’s Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church proved to be as
melodic and inspirational as last year’s
inaugural event.

Three of WHS’s choirs – the upper
School Concert Choir, the Middle School
Treble Choir and the Middles School
Boys Choir, all under the direction of
Matthew LaPine – performed with Jane
Brown accompanying.

Proceeds from the concert were do-
nated to Pure Water for the World, an
organization working to bring clean wa-
ter to Haiti and other Central American
countries.

“I am extremely proud of all of our
students. The incredible music that they
created at the concert will live with the
audience for years to come, “said Mr.
LaPine.

~ Marylou Morano

WESTFIELD – The Coffee with Con-
science series ended its ninth series with
the impassioned singing of Sloan Wain-
wright.

Ms. Wainwright commanded the
audience’s attention from the first song,
“Little Bit,” which demonstrated her
strong, bluesy-smooth voice. She contin-
ued her performance by jostling between
originals, blues and contemporary cov-
ers.

Her music, and the stories she told
about how she and her band had written
the songs, garnered both a standing ova-
tion and an eagerness for the next season
to begin.

~ Eric Nierstedt

A&E Year in Review

Part 1 of 2 January – June

Second Time Around
Opens January 9 in WF

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) continues its 75th
anniversary season with the Henry
Denker comedy The Second Time Around
on Saturday, January 9, 2010, at 8 p.m.

Director Fred Cuozzo, producer Kay
Macrae and stage manager Barbara
Ruban have the cast in final rehearsals
for the January 9 opening.

In this funny and timely comedy
centered on multiple family genera-
tions, two elderly parents fall in love
and decide to live together to save their
Social Security, much to the annoyance
of their children.

The cast features James Broderick as
Samuel Jonas and Nancy Lee Ryan,
who plays Laura Curtis, as the love of
his life. Laura’s son and daughter, who
think this is the worst idea they have
ever heard, are played by John Schweska

and Liz Azukas, while Samuel’s family
is played by Renee Litwin of Scotch
Plains, Lincoln Richan and Travis
Morgan, with Brittany Adair
Richardson as Angela.

Continuing the opening-night tradi-
tion, “first nighters” are invited to stay
for light refreshments with the cast and
crew after the curtain rings down.

The show continues at 8 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday evenings January
17, 22 and 23. The 24-hour ticket tape
at (908) 232-1221 is open to take reser-
vations, and all tickets are $20. The box
office will also provide information on
the benefit performance, scheduled for
Friday, January 16. The theater is lo-
cated at 1000 North Avenue, West, in
Westfield.

To learn more, view
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOTHER AND DAUGHTER PERFORM…Meredith Hoffmann-Thomson, right, soprano, sings “Jewel Song” from Faust
by Charles Gounod at the Midday Musicales Series, December 16, at the First Congregational Church in Westfield. At left,
Ms. Hoffman-Thomson’s mother, Barbara Thomson, left, plays the piano, while Lee Coopersmith serves as page-turner.




