
Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

OUR 119th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 51-2009 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, December 17, 2009USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

PAGE INDEX
Regional ........ 2-3
Editorial ........ 4-5
Community ... 6-7, 14

Obituary ........ 14
Education ...... 13
Sports ............ 9-12

Real Estate .... 9-11
Classifieds .... 13
A&E .............. 15-16

Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
RETIRING AS CHAIR...Charles Lombardo, right, recently retired chairman of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board, receives a proclamation
read by Westfield’s RVSA commissioner Allen Chin, thanking him for his many
years of service. Maria Abram, the RVSA commissioner from Springfield, looks on.

IMPORTANT MATTERS...A neighborhood meeting was held on Ludlow Place in Westfield last Thursday to discuss traffic
safety concerns in the area. Police Captain David Wayman and Detective Joe Costanzo also updated the neighbors on the
town’s efforts to combat home burglaries. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, Captain Wayman,
Detective Costanzo, Sarah Paulino, Francis Paulino, Pam Lonconsolo, Sean Keville, Brenda Luria, Roger Luria, Sel
Orchier, Tom Buttrick, Colleen Hedmen, Mark Hedmen and John Lonconsolo. In attendance but not shown are Mayor
Andy Skibitsky and Councilman Frank Arena.

Soldiers Returning from Iraq
Lose All Belongings in Fire

Scotch Plains Route 22 Bridge
Project Set to Begin Next Year

Robert Connelly for The Westfield Leader
ALWAYS BUSY...The Route 22 bridge at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains is highly
used during rush hour and is a frequent site for fender-benders as shown last
Friday.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS DISPLAY...Members of the Westfield Knights of Columbus erect
the creche, their annual display of the birth of baby Jesus, in front of the Christmas
tree on North Avenue in Westfield.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — State trans-
portation officials, last Thursday, said
they envision a three-stage refurbish-
ment and expansion of the Route 22
bridge in Scotch Plains – connecting
Park Avenue with Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads – along with
the roads feeding into the crossing.

Officials also warned that the 19-
month project would result in some
limited road closures during construc-
tion that are certain to affect rush-
hour traffic in the area.

At a public information session
last Thursday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, representatives
from the state Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) were on hand to

speak with residents about the $15.5-
million project, which is a decade in
the making.

Construction is set to get underway
in March, although some tree-clear-
ing and other preparatory work will
begin next month. Initial survey work
on the bridge’s superstructure has
been conducted during the past few
years, and during the summer and
fall, an archeological excavation at
the base of the bridge searched for
any historical artifacts in advance of
construction getting under way.

DOT officials said the entire project
would be scheduled for completion
in October 2011.

The new, widened bridge will be in
the same location as the existing cross-
ing. Plans also call for a widening of

the intersection at New Providence
and Bonnie Burn Roads, and an ex-
pansion of the area where the south-
ern end of the bridge intersects with
Park Avenue.

A new traffic light will also be
installed at the latter location. The
plans also call for dedicated left-turn
lanes and separate right-turn lanes at
both intersections, which the DOT
hopes will lead to a smoother-flow-
ing traffic pattern north of Route 22
and, thus, far less congestion on Route
22, Park Avenue and some of the
secondary roads leading into down-
town Scotch Plains.

A wider sidewalk will also be in-
cluded in the new bridge.

In addition, retaining walls that
serve the Green Brook Culvert will
be refurbished, and three detention
basins will be built in compliance
with state storm-water-management
regulations.

Referring to a large schematic draw-
ing of the site, which was displayed
for the public, Babulal Dhulesia,
project manager with the DOT, told
The Westfield Leader that the first of
three phases of construction will in-
volve a widening of northbound
Bonnie Burn and westbound New
Providence Roads, along with some
widening of the southern end of the
bridge at Park Avenue.

This initial phase will last until the
end of 2010.

The second phase is set to start later
next year and will focus on the west-
ern side of the bridge heading south
along with a widening of eastbound
New Providence Road and south-
bound Bonnie Burn Road leading to
their intersection.

It is during this phase, Mr. Dhulesia
told The Leader, that southbound
Bonnie Burn Road will be closed to
traffic for about a three-month pe-
riod, which he estimated will be in
the March-to-July 2011 period. He
said southbound Bonnie Burn Road
traffic would be directed to alternate
routes to Route 22 by signs posted at
the Valley Road intersection a half-
mile to the north.

Mr. Dhulesia estimated that about
15,000 vehicles travel Bonnie Burn
Road, and another 15,000 use New
Providence Roads daily, so the road
closure is sure to affect rush-hour
traffic in the area, given the limited
number of north-south roads between
Route 22 and the Route 78 area.

He did point out that once actual

Free Parking in WF
From Dec. 19-Jan. 1

WESTFIELD – The Town of
Westfield will offer free parking at all
on-street meters from Saturday, De-
cember 19, through January 1. Shop-
pers and diners will have up to two
hours of free parking at all on-street
meters covered with red meter bags.
In an effort to encourage turnover of
the parking spaces, parkers should
expect the two-hour limit to be strictly
enforced during this period. To park
for longer periods, parkers should
use the parking lots where normal
parking rates apply.

Volunteers are needed on the
evening of Friday, December 18, to
assist in covering the meters with the
holiday meter bags. To volunteer,
contact the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration at (908) 789-9444.

HO HO HO...Santa’s helpers decorate
planters on 24 light posts in Westfield
with red bows for the season. Williams
Nursery supplied the planters, and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
funded the work.

WESTFIELD - Two local soldiers
who recently returned from Iraq lost
all their belongings in a house fire.
The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the Westfield Armory (102 CAV
RSTA) is looking for donations to
help them.

Below is their wish list for Christ-
mas.

Soldiers Massinissa Francis and
Sylvester Sloan both wear the same
size clothing other than shoes. Sloan’s
size for sneakers and boots is 10, and
Massinissa’s shoe size is 11. Their
clothing sizes are: shirts, L; pants, 38;

jackets, XL.
They need socks, sneakers, boots,

jeans, T-shirts, underwear, sweaters,
hoods, gloves, coats and hats.

They also lost all of their furniture
in the fire, including TV, stereo, laptop
and printer, X-Box, bedroom set, liv-
ing room set and refrigerator.

Interested parties are asked to con-
tact FRG leaders Amy Lovato, (917)
603-6862, or Danielle Bracco, (917)
301-8751, or e-mail them at
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.

Any assistance is greatly appreci-
ated, especially during the holidays.

Audit Concerns Are Raised
At Garwood BOE Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Auditors presented
four issues of concern to the Garwood
Board of Education for its annual
audit report at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing.

Auditor Bob Swisher of Suplee,
Clooney and Co. said receipts were
not posted, transfers were not reported
properly, the treasurer’s report was
not accurately reflected in the min-
utes, and activity accounts were not
properly administered.

Mr. Swisher stated that the board’s
previous business administrator
“slacked off” during June, causing
the issues cited. He said current busi-
ness administrator William Muzzio
has already corrected the items.

Board President Adele Lewis re-
marked that the auditors must cite the
board even though the deficiencies
can be attributed to a one-month time
period.

Copies of the audit report are avail-
able at Washington School.

In other business, board member
Russell Graham reported that the gen-
eral contractor from the Lincoln

School project has come forward to
say that there are outstanding unpaid
change orders. The project architect
is investigating the claim, but be-
cause the project is nearly three years
old, the contractor had until Wednes-
day to present the information, or the
claims would be declined.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley en-
couraged the members of the board to
rest over the holidays and return in
2010 with ideas for improving the
budget process. She stated that they
are all aware of the financial prob-
lems and doubts about state aid that
the district is facing for 2010-2011.

Mrs. Quigley told the board that
other school districts are also having
problems, citing Scotch Plains, where
the township passed a sewer bill onto
the school system for which they had
not previously budgeted.

Anthony Goodell, a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood, expressed concern
about the possible funding cut of the
pre-kindergarten program. The board
has been discussing imposing a fee
on the currently free program. He
stated that he would like to know how
much the program costs and to inves-
tigate fundraising efforts in order to
have the program remain free of
charge.

Board member Linda Koenig told
Mr. Goodell that when the program
was initially started, it was fully
funded by the federal government,
but that funding has disappeared over
time, leaving the full burden on the
borough.

A survey has gone out to selected
preschool parents and is being re-
viewed by members of the education
committee. A recommendation is ex-
pected to be made at the Tuesday,
January 19, 2010, meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cary, McCready Vote Against
Starting School Before Labor Day

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)
unanimously passed the first reading
of the 2010-2011 school calendar two
weeks ago, on Tuesday, the BOE had
voted, 7-2, to pass the calendar in its
final reading. Board members Ann
Cary and Gary McCready were both
swayed by the public’s concerns over
starting school before Labor Day and
having to make arrangements for
childcare or time off from work dur-
ing the week off in February, a clos-
ing which is unusual for the district.

As voted on, the first day of school
is set for the Thursday before Labor
Day, September 2, 2010, to leave the
prior day open for orientation ses-
sions.

Spring Break would take place
April 4-8, 2011, and a week off in
February after President’s Day would
occur. June 23 would be the last day
of school for students.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan
presented to the board the results of
the Long Range Planning Committee
survey, headed up by Ms. Cary. The
outcome will become the “founda-
tion to use for the 2010-2015 strate-
gic plan,” Ms. Cary said.

The survey asked a random sample
of more than 600 parents with chil-
dren enrolled in the district and more
than 350 residents who do not have
children enrolled in the district their
perspective of the Westfield public
schools. Ninety-five percent rated the
district as excellent/good. “I think
that is a tremendous amount of sup-
port from the community,” Ms. Dolan

said.
In reviewing the district’s mission

statements, 85 percent said the dis-
trict is “excellent/ good” in preparing
students to reach their highest poten-
tial; 84 percent said it is “excellent/
good” in preparing students to be-
come productive, ethical and respon-
sible citizens,and 78 percent said it is
“excellent/good” in preparing stu-
dents to respect individual differ-
ences/diversity.

The public’s rankings of school
budget priorities have not changed
significantly since a survey conducted
in 2003. Respondents were given 10
items to rank in importance, with
small class sizes, up-to-date technol-
ogy and teacher training being the top
three. Following, in order of impor-
tance, were maintaining buildings, a
wide range of electives at Westfield
High School (WHS), visual and per-
forming arts, co- and extra-curricular
activities, athletic programs, elemen-
tary foreign language and improving
school athletic fields.

This year, co- and extra-curricular
activities were added to the list, as
these items were of concern in the
budget last year, resulting in stipends
being cut.

The district has made it a priority to
keep class sizes at a minimum; this
past year, the board voted to redistrict
a portion of intermediate school stu-
dents, leading to heated community
debates at several public meetings.
As a result of the board’s move, sev-
eral parents of the redistricted stu-
dents filed a lawsuit against the school
board. A judge, however, ruled in
favor of the school board and said it
was within the district’s rights to re-
district students.

According to the survey, if school
enrollment/class size exceeds district
policy, 63.5 percent support redis-
tricting students to another school,
while 23.5 percent wanted to see the
district construct additions to a school,
and 13 percent supported exceeding
the desired class size range.

For each level of school, respon-
dents had ranked the quality of in-
struction meeting the needs of stu-

dents over 90 percent. This was up
significantly from 2003, when
rankings ranged from 59 percent to
78 percent.

This year, survey takers also upped
their support of prevailing class sizes.
Respondents strongly agreed or
agreed that the average class size was
satisfactory at the elementary level,
84 percent; intermediate, 89 percent,
and WHS, 88 percent. In 2003, those
numbers were 61 percent, 55 percent
and 58 percent, respectively.

This year, 51 percent of the respon-
dents said the school budget is “about
right/too low,” while in 2003, the
result was 61 percent. In both years,
17 percent said the budget was too
high, and this year, 32 percent were
unsure, up 10 percent from 2003,
which Ms. Dolan credited to the
economy.

Sixty-six percent of parents are in-
volved in school or PTA activities, up
14 percent from 2003. Ms. Dolan
said this is one of the “reasons we’re
successful.”

In rating the schools, Ms. Dolan
said the response of 11 percent rank-
ing Lincoln Early Childhood Center
as “fair/poor” was “a little higher
than we would like.” This was due,
she said, because “a lot of parents in
Westfield would like a full-day kin-
dergarten program.” Considering this
move was something the board would
have to discuss when reviewing the
budget, she said. Ninety-six percent
of people rated the elementary schools
“excellent/good.” Ninety-two percent
and 97 percent of survey takers gave
a similar ranking to the intermediate
schools and WHS, respectively.

Ms. Dolan said one of the surprises
she found was that 86 percent of the
survey takers had decided to move to
Westfield because of the public school
system’s reputation.

Computer technology being uti-
lized effectively also scored higher
marks over 2003.

Other major improvements in-
cluded principals and administrators
listening and responding to parents’
concerns, which were up from 73

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

WF Leader Holiday
Publishing Schedule
The Westfield Leader will publish

normally according to its regular
Thursday schedules this year dur-
ing the holiday season.

The Christmas edition will be pub-
lished on Thursday, December 24,
and the New Year edition will be
published on Thursday, December
31.

The offices will be closed Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s Day. Please
provide submittals early.
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CHRISTMAS TREE SPECTACULAR...The inclement weather on December 5
did not dampen the holiday spirit at the annual Roth Family tree lighting.  More
than 60 friends and family counted down as the 22-foot blue spruce was illumi-
nated with over 8,300 sparkling white lights. The blue spruce was four feet tall
when the Roths added it to their landscape in 1990.  The public is welcome to view
the festive tree at the corner of Coriell Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood.

Fire Starter Pleads
Guilty to Manslaughter

ELIZABETH — Monday, a 20-
year-old man pled guilty to man-
slaughter for starting a fire that re-
sulted in the death of an Elizabeth
firefighter last January, announced
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow.

Emilio Vasquez of Guatemala, ad-
mitted that on January 2, 2009, he
started a fire inside an unoccupied
house on Marshall Street in an at-
tempt to keep warm, said Assistant
Prosecutor Michael Henn, who pros-
ecuted the case. When the fire be-
came out of control, the Elizabeth
Fire Department responded. During
the course of fighting the blaze,
Firefighter Gary Stephens was killed
by fire apparatus in the chaos of the
scene.

Vasquez said he was intoxicated
when he started the fire and that his
actions were reckless and resulted in
the death of Mr. Stephens, said Mr.
Henn. Vasquez took sole responsibil-
ity for the fire, saying a co-defendant,
Jose Flores, had nothing to do with
starting the fire. Flores has a court
appearance scheduled for Wednes-
day, said Mr. Henn.

Vasquez faces up to three years in
prison when he is sentenced on Feb-
ruary 10, 2010. He will be deported
upon his release from prison.

WL 12/17/09

Gift-givers Should Be Safe
When Swapping Toys

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminds holiday gift-givers to keep
safety in mind when shopping for
new or used toys, donating toys to
charity, or swapping with friends and
family.

“It’s always important to step back
and take a second look to make sure
your gift is safe and age-appropriate
for young children,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

The age labels that are posted
prominently on new toys are designed
to help prevent accidents, especially
choking. The guidelines follow gen-
eral patterns of behavior for infants,
toddlers and small children. Children
under age 3 frequently put things in
their mouths, so toys with small parts
should be avoided for that age group.

Children age 3 to 5 generally lack
the skill to handle fragile objects, so

avoid toys made of thin plastic or
other material that could break into
sharp pieces. When buying arts and
crafts supplies for young children,
look for labels indicating that the
product is safe for that age group.

For children age 6 to 12, be espe-
cially aware of safety gear. For ex-
ample, if the gift is a skateboard or
bicycle, a helmet should accompany
it.

Gently used toys, handmade toys
and other unpackaged toys do not
come with age-appropriate guidance.
Before purchasing, donating or swap-
ping these toys, consider the age of
the child who will receive it, and
check for loose or broken parts.

For more information about toy
safety and other consumer products,
visit cpsc.gov or call the Union County
Office of Consumer Affairs, (908)
654-9840.

GIFT OF HOPE...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, pictured center, joins,
from left to right, officers Kim Weber, MaryBeth Gray and Sgt. Marianne Hopko
in thanking Dr. Clifford Sales of The Cardiovascular Care Group in Westfield for
donating dozens of toys to the “Tree of Hope,” the annual drive for needy children.
Donations of money, toys and clothing to benefit less fortunate children throughout
the county are sought. Please send contributions to: Union County Sheriff’s
Officers’ “Tree of Hope,” Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth,
N.J., 07207. For more information, call Sgt. Hopko at (908) 629-2158.

BH’s Vezza Named
Star-Ledger Publisher
AREA – Richard Vezza, president

of Penn Jersey Advance, was named
publisher of The Star-Ledger, Tues-
day, replacing George Arwady, who
had been at the helm since 2004.

Mr. Vezza and his wife Arlene, a
third grade teacher at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield, live in
Berkeley Heights; they have two
grown children.

Mr. Vezza, who began his career as
a journalist in 1974 as a night police
reporter for The Hudson Dispatch,
joined The Star-Ledger’s sister com-
pany, Penn Jersey Advance, as its
president in 2000.

Mr. Arwady will take over as pub-
lisher of The Republican of Spring-
field, Mass.

work gets underway, the project’s
contractor, identified as Green Con-
tractors of South River, can always
make alterations to the plans as it sees
fit.

The final phase of the project will
widen the bridge’s eastern side that
heads north, along with some widen-
ing of the small section of Bonnie
Burn Road between Route 22 and the
New Providence Road intersection.

Mr. Dhulesia said traffic should
mostly flow freely during the con-
struction, although traffic lanes on
affected roadways will be limited at
times, narrower than usual and be
separated from roadwork areas by a
barrier.

POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Carolyn Ryan
NO SNOW, HO HO...Santa Claus gets the help of the fire department and the
rescue squad as he makes his way through Fanwood last week.

Westfield
Friday, December 4, officers respond-

ing to a burglar alarm on the 200 block of
Connecticut Street observed what ap-
peared to be a criminal attempt to bur-
glarize a residence. Someone unknown
had attempted to kick in the front door.

Friday, December 4, a resident of the
300 block of Massachusetts Street re-
ported that a burglary had taken place at
his home, with someone having entered
through an unlocked rear door. Believing
the burglary had just occurred, Westfield
police contacted the Union County
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit. The K-9 unit per-
formed a search of the area, yielding
negative results.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
the 600 block of Cumberland Street re-
ported that someone unknown stole a
Christmas lawn display valued at $100
from the victim’s property.

Monday, December 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the attempted illegal use of
her credit card, which was lost along with
her wallet at a business on the 200 block
of Elm Street.

Monday, December 7, a business lo-
cated on the 700 block of Central Avenue
reported the shoplifting of cigarettes val-
ued at $157. The suspect was last seen
heading east on Myrtle Avenue.

Monday, December 7, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 1700 block
of Grandview Avenue. Someone entered
the residence through an unsecured door.
The approximate value of property taken
was unknown at the time of the report.

Tuesday, December 8, Keith A.
Johnson, 24, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Union Police Department on a con-
tempt of court warrant from Westfield.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting $91 bail.

Wednesday, December 9, Kwishawn
Whitaker, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield criminal warrant
in the amount of $50. Bail was not posted
at the time of the report and a court date
was to be announced.

Wednesday, December 9, William
Martenuk, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at the
South Avenue traffic circle and charged
with underage possession of alcoholic
beverages. He was released with a sum-
mons and a court date.

Thursday, December 10, Aaron Webb,
23, of Westfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Lamberts Mill Road
on two outstanding New Brunswick war-
rants totaling $800. He was released after
posting bail. Webb was arrested again
later that day at Westfield police head-
quarters on a Robbinsville traffic warrant
in the amount of $340, which he posted.

Thursday, December 10, multiple paint
balls were hurled at a town traffic sign on
the 400 block of Lawrence Avenue, de-
facing the sign.

Friday, December 11, Tamon Green,
22, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad and Elmer
Streets on an outstanding Newark crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $500. The
Newark Police Department released
Green on his own recognizance with a
future court date.

Friday, December 11, a male juvenile
was arrested on the 400 block of West
Dudley Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was turned over to a guard-
ian, with a future court date pending.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
the 1200 block of Boulevard reported the
theft of multiple pieces of jewelry from
the home sometime between November
21 and December 12. There were no
signs of a burglary. The approximate
value of the stolen items is $6,800. The
matter was forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, December 12, Caesar Brazza,
29, of South Plainfield was arrested after
responding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy two Westfield traffic war-
rants. Brazza was processed and released
after posting $134 cash bail.

Sunday, December 13, three men were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
in the area of the 200 block of South
Avenue. The driver, Scott Antoine, 18, of
Roselle, along with Timothy Jasper, 18,
of Roselle and Lynde Jules, 20, of
Westfield were each charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with summonses.

Sunday, December 13, a resident of
the 1000 block of Prospect Street re-
ported an incident of criminal mischief,
in which someone unknown damaged
three Christmas ornaments on the front
lawn sometime between 9 p.m. on De-
cember 12 and 8 a.m. on December 13.
The approximate value of the damage is
$550.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 8, Lourdes

Herman, 40, of Highlands was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
the officer smelled the odor of alcohol.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, December 10, Clyde Cohen,
37, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed

and released.
Thursday, December 10, Alida

Abegion, 19, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with DWI after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Thursday, December 10, Jason
Johnson, 27, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Friday, December 11, a resident of
Harwich Avenue reported that someone
e-mailed him and fraudulently stated that
he was a friend and needed the victim to
send him money.

Friday, December 11, an employee of
a Route 22 business reported that a cus-
tomer rented a motor vehicle from him
and failed to return it.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
Katherine Street reported that someone
entered her motor vehicle and removed
her GPS and her iPod, with a combined
value of approximately $300.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
Forest Road reported that someone en-
tered his motor vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway and removed an undeter-
mined amount of money.

Saturday, December 12, Norman
Sylvester, 27, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Saturday, December 12, Swiyaa
Abdullah, 28, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 9, police re-

sponded to an incident at the corner of
Coles Avenue and Chapel Hill Road,
where a large tree branch fell and smashed
the windshield of a motor vehicle travel-
ing east on Coles Avenue. The driver was
uninjured, police reported.

Friday, December 11, a resident of
South Fork Road reported that the filter
paper he had attached to a retaining wall
on his property had been removed. Ac-
cording to police, there are no suspects at
this time, but the victim has had an ongo-
ing dispute with his neighbor and is in-
volved in a civil suit with him.

Sunday, December 13, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported that he had
slipped and fallen on ice on the walkway
leading to the restaurant, injuring his
back and neck. According to police, his
wife confirmed the report and the victim
was transported to Overlook Hospital for
evaluation.

Sunday, December 13, Robert
Callahan, Jr., 34, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI and refusal to
submit to a breath test following a motor
vehicle stop for speeding.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 9, Cynthia

Hernandez, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a field investigation and charged
with theft and forgery. According to po-
lice, an investigation revealed that she
allegedly had signed various statements
and withdrawal slips on a victim’s ac-
count without authorization. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail,
which was set at $1,000.

Wednesday, December 9, Andres F.
Ortegon, 22, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, December 10, Tyson R.
Sargent, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Fanwood war-
rant. He was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail for failure to post
bail.

Friday, December 11, a resident of the
100 block of Laurel Place reported that
someone removed a drum valued at $200
from his driveway.

Saturday, December 12, Gabriel A.
Beniquez, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding warrant out of Garfield. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, December 13, Martha O.
Garcia, 30, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting at a
store on the 500 block of North Avenue.
She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 700 block of Elm Street reported that
sometime overnight someone broke the
side window of her motor vehicle and
removed a GPS valued at $100.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 100 block of Farley Avenue reported
that someone broke the driver’s side win-
dow of her motor vehicle sometime over-
night and entered the vehicle. It is un-
known at this time what, if anything, was
removed.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 400 block of Midway Avenue re-
ported that someone broke the driver’s
side window of her motor vehicle and
entered the vehicle. It is unknown at
this time what, if anything, is missing.
According to police, authorities feel
that the three vehicle break-ins are re-
lated and the incidents are under inves-
tigation.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Route 22
Bridge Work

B a l l y h o o

Online Exclusive at
goleader.com

Scuttlelbut,
Sports and

Commentary

percent in 2003 to 80 percent in 2009
at the elementary level; from 56 per-
cent in 2003 at the intermediate level
to 70 percent in 2009; and from 37
percent to 72 percent at WHS.

Teacher availability beyond class-
room time was ranked higher over
2003 at 84 percent at the elementary
level, 97 percent at the intermediate
level and 92 percent at WHS. These
numbers were up from a range of 69
to 74 percent in 2003.

Ms. Dolan told The Westfield
Leader that the two advancements
were due to the “commitment” of the
district to improve.

Counseling had low marks, which
board member Richard Solomon said
was due in part to having six admin-
istrators come and go in the district
over a short period of time. “We
haven’t had stability in leadership in
that area,” he said.

Fifty-six percent were “very/some-
what dissatisfied” with counseling
services preparing students for col-
lege or career planning/exploration,
19 percent “not satisfied,” 5 percent
“little or no interaction,” and 22 per-
cent “n/a,” which Ms. Dolan attrib-
uted to parents with children in the
ninth or 10th grade.

A full report on the survey can be
found on the district website, and a
newsletter will be mailed out to all
homes in town in January.

Board members asked for a synop-
sis of the open-ended questions, which
were not presented. Ms. Dolan said
she would provide that and noted that
there were responses in regard to the
kindergarten program.

Following up on Mr. Solomon’s
facilities committee report from the
last meeting, when he noted the
committee’s concerns of field disre-
pair, he said the committee is meeting
with the recreation commission on
Tuesday, December 22.

Board President Ginny Leiz said
the recreation commission approved,
last week, $3,000 maximum in user
fees to be used towards an engineer-
ing survey of the field at Jefferson
Elementary School. The survey would
include safety specifications. At the
last meeting, Mr. Solomon said the
committee recommended repairing
the worn areas in the field at Jefferson
with funds from user fees.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education
In personnel, it was announced

Kevin Johnson has resigned as media
coordinator to become the full-time
WHS TV production teacher, effec-
tive December 3, at a salary of $57,
289.

In finance, the board approved a
student’s out-of-district placement to
a school in Bonners Ferry, Idaho, as a
result of a legal agreement, Ms. Dolan
said, at a tuition rate of $50,000,
which “may not necessarily be the
entire amount,” Mr. McCready said.

The district was also given a
HEART grant in the amount of $2,500
from Union County for digitizing the
history of Westfield Public Schools, a
project spearheaded by Lorre
Korecky, head of public relations for
the district.

Lance Announces Bills
To Reduce the Deficit
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congress-

man Leonard Lance (NJ-7) Monday an-
nounced bills aimed to control runaway
federal spending and limit America’s
ever-growing national debt and deficits.
The “Pay It Back Act of 2009” is legis-
lation to apply recaptured taxpayer in-
vestments toward reducing the national
debt – including unspent federal stimu-
lus funds as well as the Troubled Asset
Relief Program (TARP).

The “Deficit Reduction Act of 2009”
seeks to reduce the federal budget defi-
cit by setting discretionary spending
caps for the next ten years beginning in
2011. If Congress exceeds those caps,
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) would be required to make uni-
form spending cuts across all sectors of
the federal government — called “se-
questration.” Social Security, veterans
programs, and other categories of spend-
ing would be exempt from the uniform
cut.

Second, the Deficit Reduction Act
limits the yearly deficit as a percentage
of the gross domestic product. Again, if
Congress exceeds the deficit limits or
discretionary spending limits, OMB will
order a sequestration.

“Out-of-control spending and record
national debt and deficits should be of
grave concern to each and every Ameri-
can,” Mr. Lance said. “Today I am intro-
ducing a three-pronged approach aimed
to put our country back on a path of
fiscal discipline. We owe it to future
generations to get our fiscal house in
order now.”
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Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RETIRING AS CHAIR...Charles Lombardo, right, recently retired chairman of
the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board, receives a proclamation
read by Westfield’s RVSA commissioner Allen Chin, thanking him for his many
years of service. Maria Abram, the RVSA commissioner from Springfield, looks on.

CHRISTMAS TREE SPECTACULAR...The inclement weather on December 5 did not dampen the holiday spirit at the
annual Roth Family tree lighting.  More than 60 friends and family counted down as the 22-foot blue spruce was illuminated
with over 8,300 sparkling white lights. The blue spruce was four feet tall when the Roths added it to their landscape in 1990.
The public is welcome to view the festive tree at the corner of Coriell Avenue and Second Street in Fanwood.

Scotch Plains’ Rt. 22 Bridge
Project Set to Begin Next Year
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — State trans-
portation officials, last Thursday, said
they envision a three-stage refurbish-
ment and expansion of the Route 22
bridge in Scotch Plains – connecting
Park Avenue with Bonnie Burn and
New Providence Roads – along with
the roads feeding into the crossing.

Officials also warned that the 19-
month project would result in some
limited road closures during construc-
tion that are certain to affect rush-
hour traffic in the area.

At a public information session
last Thursday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building, representatives
from the state Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) were on hand to

speak with residents about the $15.5-
million project, which is a decade in
the making.

Construction is set to get underway
in March, although some tree-clear-
ing and other preparatory work will
begin next month. Initial survey work
on the bridge’s superstructure has
been conducted during the past few
years, and during the summer and
fall, an archeological excavation at
the base of the bridge searched for
any historical artifacts in advance of
construction getting under way.

DOT officials said the entire project
would be scheduled for completion
in October 2011.

The new, widened bridge will be in
the same location as the existing cross-
ing. Plans also call for a widening of

the intersection at New Providence
and Bonnie Burn Roads, and an ex-
pansion of the area where the south-
ern end of the bridge intersects with
Park Avenue.

A new traffic light will also be
installed at the latter location. The
plans also call for dedicated left-turn
lanes and separate right-turn lanes at
both intersections, which the DOT
hopes will lead to a smoother-flow-
ing traffic pattern north of Route 22
and, thus, far less congestion on Route
22, Park Avenue and some of the
secondary roads leading into down-
town Scotch Plains.

A wider sidewalk will also be in-
cluded in the new bridge.

In addition, retaining walls that
serve the Green Brook Culvert will
be refurbished, and three detention
basins will be built in compliance
with state storm-water-management
regulations.

Referring to a large schematic draw-
ing of the site, which was displayed
for the public, Babulal Dhulesia,
project manager with the DOT, told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
that the first of three phases of con-
struction will involve a widening of
northbound Bonnie Burn and west-
bound New Providence Roads, along
with some widening of the southern
end of the bridge at Park Avenue.

This initial phase will last until the
end of 2010.

The second phase is set to start later
next year and will focus on the west-
ern side of the bridge heading south
along with a widening of eastbound
New Providence Road and south-
bound Bonnie Burn Road leading to
their intersection.

Robert Connelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALWAYS BUSY...The Route 22 bridge at Park Avenue in Scotch Plains is highly
used during rush hour and a frequent site for fender-benders as shown last
Friday.

Courtesy of Carolyn Ryan
PRESENTS FOR ALL...Santa Claus makes his way through neighborhoods in
Fanwood last week, providing grateful children with presents with the help of the
fire department and the rescue squad.

SP-F Board of Education Approves
German Exchange Trip for 2010
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During
Thursday’s meeting of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE), board members voted in
favor of allowing Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) stu-
dents to travel to Stuttgart, Germany
in June 2010.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey
gave a presentation on the high
school’s German Exchange Program
as he sought approval from the board
to allow students to travel to Ger-
many. This past October, students
and teachers from Stuttgart, Germany
traveled to the United States for two
weeks to visit SPFHS and stayed with
host families for the duration of their
visit. The host families would be re-
ciprocal, Mr. Heisey said, and SP-F
students would be able to stay with
the same German student who visited
them this past October. The trip would
also not be of any cost to the district,
as the students’ families would fund
the trip and fundraising would possi-
bly be considered.

“The experience is educational as
well as cultural,” Mr. Heisey said.

The students from Germany not
only attended classes at SPFHS, they
also participated in other activities
during their stay. During the presen-
tation, a slide show depicted some of
these activities, which included trick-
or-treating and visiting New York.

“It’s one thing to talk about a cul-
ture; it’s quite different when you can
experience it first hand,” said Dor-
othy Orme, a German teacher at the
high school and organizer of the ex-

change program.
Several students and parents who

participated in the program as host
families also spoke to the board about
the positive experiences they have
had with the program, many pointing
out that they remain in contact with
the student they hosted. One student
said that she just received a holiday
card from the student she hosted.

Several board members also com-
mented favorably about such a pro-
gram. Board member Amy Winkler
said that she participated in a German
student exchange program in high
school and enjoyed the experience.

During committee reports, Board
Vice-President Nancy Bauer ex-
plained some of the curriculum
committee’s proposed curriculum
changes for the high school. The rec-
ommendations, she said, are part of a
cyclical review process of curricu-
lum.

The proposals include a new Math
9 course, which will include both
algebra and geometry. Currently, dis-
trict students take algebra in middle
school and then take geometry in
ninth grade.

Another proposed course was Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) Art Studio.
The curriculum committee proposed
making it an accelerated course in-
stead of AP because of the number of
students who take the class, as well as
the amount of students who chose not
to take the AP exam.

Additionally, the accounting course
could see changes as well. With the
recommended curriculum changes,
accounting students would work on
case studies where they would man-

age a musical band and make deci-
sions for the band.

Mrs. Bauer added that the commit-
tee proposed to remove Business
Education and Cooperative Educa-
tion from the curriculum “because of
the budget.”

The board will vote on the recom-
mended curriculum changes during
its next regular public meeting to-
night, Thursday, December 17.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
gave an update on the negotiations
between the board and the teachers’
union, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA). She
said that there would be a meeting
with the fact finder. If an agreement is
not met, a report from the fact finder
will be published.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, an SPFHS stu-
dent commented that during a safety
drill held recently at the high school,
there was some confusion in his class-
room because the students were told
to evacuate to a field but they were
unsure which field that meant. His
teacher, he said, stayed behind with a
student who was on crutches, and
when the other students went outside,
they were by themselves without su-
pervision.

“In case this would happen in a real
scenario, it would kind of be an issue
to have students wandering by them-
selves,” he said.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes thanked the student for
coming and making the board aware
of the situation.

“Certainly, we will follow up,” she
said. “We appreciate [the feedback]
and it will be reviewed.”

Soldiers Returning from Iraq
Lose All Belongings in Fire

WESTFIELD – Two local soldiers
who recently returned from Iraq lost
all their belongings in a house fire.
The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the Westfield Armory (102 CAV
RSTA) is looking for donations to
help them.

Below is their wish list for Christ-
mas.

Soldiers Massinissa Francis and
Sylvester Sloan both wear the same
size clothing other than shoes. Mr.
Sloan’s size for sneakers and boots is
10 and Mr. Massinissa’s shoe size is
11. Their clothing sizes are: shirts, L;
pants, 38; jackets, XL.

They need socks, sneakers, boots,
jeans, T-shirts, underwear, sweaters,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Council OKs Deer-Kill Contract
For The Ashbrook Reservation
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At its next-
to-last meeting of 2009, the township
council on Tuesday took a number of
year-end housekeeping and adminis-
trative actions that, in some cases,
will affect operations in the new year.

The council voted 3-2 to enter into
a $4,800 deer-reduction contract with
Mountainside-based Wildlife Man-
agement Services to conduct a cull-
ing program starting next month in
the Ashbrook Reservation that will
remove 25 to 30 deer. The deer popu-
lation there has grown significantly
in recent years. Deer are often seen in
residents’ yards and on area streets.

Prior to the vote, Councilwoman
Mary DePaola noted the disagreement
among the council on the efficacy of
the program in prior years. At last
week’s conference meeting, Council-
man Dominick Bratti had recom-
mended forgoing participation in and
payment for the program until more
information was received on alterna-
tives to killing deer  — and on whether
past years’ deer reduction program
had actually increased traffic safety.
This week, Mr. Bratti said a state-
sanctioned program, versus the present
county-backed effort, would be less
costly to the township. He asked that
by the time the council considers the
matter a year from now, its members
are provided with information on al-
ternatives to the present program, as
well as traffic safety study data.

Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss termed
the matter a “health and safety issue,”
a notion seconded by Councilman
Kevin Glover, who also called the
present situation “inhumane to the
deer population” because of the in-
evitable starving of some of the deer
due to the limited amount of food
available to a growing population.

Mayor Nancy Malool, who joined
Mr. Bratti in voting against the con-
tract, said she was doing so because
— while recognizing “that this is an
issue to our residents” in that the
burgeoning deer population presents
a safety issue for drivers and also
causes damage to homeowners’ land-

scaping — she has, for seven years,
“always voted against deer culling
because it’s not humane. Until there’s
a more humane way [to reduce the
herd], I will continue to do so.”

The program is set to begin on
January 2, 2010, and run through
February 13.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $63,250 animal control con-
tract for 2010 with Associated Hu-
mane Societies of Newark, which is
the only such provider serving the
area, noted Mr. Strauss. He admitted
the fee was “not cheap,” but said
having such a service was “a matter
of public safety.”

The council also approved a
$210,300 recycling contract with
Great Northern Recycling for 2010,
the fifth year the company will be
providing curbside recycling in
Scotch Plains. The council also ap-
proved a contract not to exceed
$45,000 for the purchase of rock salt
through the county’s cooperative pur-
chasing arrangement.

A resolution was approved that can-
cels $145,120 worth of unexpended

general capital ordinance authoriza-
tion balances. Deputy Mayor Strauss
explained that over the years, some
capital ordinances ended up having
surpluses and those funds were never
used; one of the ordinances being can-
celed dates back to 1995. The council
also approved a resolution canceling
nearly $2,900 in township-issued
checks that were never cashed by the
21 separate recipients. This process,
said Mr. Glover, is an annual proce-
dure done by the council.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Chris Marion announced that
Police Chief Brian Mahoney has been
elected as president of the Union
County Police Chiefs Association for
2010.

And, at the start of the council’s 45-
minute meeting, the governing body
recognized Ashley Shaffer, Miss New
Jersey for 2009-2010, and Mayor
Malool issued a proclamation declar-
ing December as Ashley Shaffer
Month.

The council’s final meeting of this
year will be on Tuesday, December
22, at 8 p.m.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times will be on regular schedule
this year, delivered the Thursdays
before Christmas and New Year’s
Day, respectively.

Audit Concerns Are Raised
At Garwood BOE Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — Auditors presented
four issues of concern to the Garwood
Board of Education for its annual
audit report at Tuesday night’s meet-
ing.

Auditor Bob Swisher of Suplee,
Clooney and Co. said receipts were
not posted, transfers were not reported
properly, the treasurer’s report was
not accurately reflected in the min-
utes, and activity accounts were not
properly administered.

Mr. Swisher stated that the board’s
previous business administrator
“slacked off” during June, causing
the issues cited. He said current busi-
ness administrator William Muzzio
has already corrected the items.

Board President Adele Lewis re-
marked that the auditors must cite the
board even though the deficiencies
can be attributed to a one-month time
period.

Copies of the audit report are avail-
able at Washington School.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

hoods, gloves, coats and hats.
They also lost all of their furniture

in the fire, including TV, stereo, laptop
and printer, X-Box, bedroom set, liv-
ing room set and refrigerator.

Interested persons are asked to con-
tact FRG leaders Amy Lovato, (917)
603-6862, or Danielle Bracco, (917)
301-8751, or e-mail them at
102.cav.frg@gmail.com.

Any assistance is greatly appreci-
ated, especially during the holidays.
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POLICE BLOTTER

It is during this phase, Mr. Dhulesia
told The Times, that southbound
Bonnie Burn Road will be closed to
traffic for about a three-month pe-
riod, which he estimated will be in
the March-to-July 2011 period. He
said southbound Bonnie Burn Road
traffic would be directed to alternate
routes to Route 22 by signs posted at
the Valley Road intersection a half-
mile to the north.

Mr. Dhulesia estimated that about
15,000 vehicles travel Bonnie Burn
Road, and another 15,000 use New
Providence Roads daily, so the road
closure is sure to affect rush-hour
traffic in the area, given the limited
number of north-south roads between
Route 22 and the Route 78 area.

He did point out that once actual
work gets underway, the project’s
contractor, identified as Green Con-
tractors of South River, can always
make alterations to the plans as it sees
fit.

The final phase of the project will
be a widening of the bridge’s eastern
side that heads north, along with some
widening of the small section of
Bonnie Burn Road between Route 22
and the New Providence Road inter-
section.

Mr. Dhulesia said traffic should
mostly flow freely during the con-
struction, although traffic lanes on
affected roadways will be limited at
times, narrower than usual and be
separated from roadwork areas by a
barrier.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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DRIVEN ‘DRIVERS’…Union Catholic High School recently donated food bas-
kets and turkeys to Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. Pictured, left to right, are:
Nicholas Malapit, Gerianna Pinto, Alexander Tran and Jamie Ciocon, members
of the Union Catholic Student Council Executive Board.

RAIDER PRIDE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) DECA sold
Raider Riot shirts at every school game. The proceeds from the sales were donated
to the Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital-Bristol/Myers Squibb Pediatric
Oncology Unit. SPFHS DECA raised more than $500 for the fight against cancer.
The shirt sales were organized by DECA advisor Marjorie FitzGibbon, as well as
by seniors Stefani Silverman and David Watson. Seniors, pictured, back row, left
to right, are: Ian Weinberg, Alex Davis, Brian Dempsey, Steve Kuchinski and
Michael Riesenberg, and front row, Melissa Goldberg and Devon Daly.

WL 12/17/09

Fire Starter Pleads
Guilty to Manslaughter

ELIZABETH — Monday, a 20-
year-old man pled guilty to man-
slaughter for starting a fire that re-
sulted in the death of an Elizabeth
firefighter last January, announced
Union County Prosecutor Theodore
Romankow.

Emilio Vasquez of Guatemala, ad-
mitted that on January 2, 2009, he
started a fire inside an unoccupied
house on Marshall Street in an attempt
to keep warm, said Assistant Prosecu-
tor Michael Henn, who prosecuted the
case. When the fire became out of
control, the Elizabeth Fire Department
responded. During the course of fight-
ing the blaze, Firefighter Gary
Stephens was killed by fire apparatus
in the chaos of the scene.

Vasquez said he was intoxicated
when he started the fire and that his
actions were reckless and resulted in
the death of Mr. Stephens, said Mr.
Henn. Vasquez took sole responsibil-
ity for the fire, saying a co-defendant,
Jose Flores, had nothing to do with
starting the fire. Flores has a court
appearance scheduled for Wednes-
day, said Mr. Henn.

Vasquez faces up to three years in
prison when he is sentenced on Feb-
ruary 10, 2010. He will be deported
upon his release from prison.

Courtesy of Carolyn Ryan
NO SNOW, HO HO...Santa Claus gets the help of the fire department and the
rescue squad as he makes his way through Fanwood last week.

Student Council
Organizes Food Drive
SCOTCH PLAINS – Members of

the Union Catholic High School Stu-
dent Council collected 28 baskets of
food and 28 turkeys from fellow stu-
dents, faculty and staff during their
annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.

The baskets and turkeys were do-
nated to Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish in Scotch Plains for distribu-
tion to needy families in time for the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Gift-givers Should Practice
Safety When Giving Toys

UNION COUNTY – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminds holiday gift-givers to keep
safety in mind when shopping for
new or used toys, donating toys to
charity, or swapping with friends and
family.

“It’s always important to step back
and take a second look to make sure
your gift is safe and age-appropriate
for young children,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

The age labels that are posted
prominently on new toys are designed
to help prevent accidents, especially
choking. The guidelines follow gen-
eral patterns of behavior for infants,
toddlers and small children. Children
under age 3 frequently put things in
their mouths, so toys with small parts
should be avoided for that age group.

Children age 3 to 5 generally lack
the skill to handle fragile objects, so

avoid toys made of thin plastic or
other material that could break into
sharp pieces. When buying arts and
crafts supplies for young children,
look for labels indicating that the
product is safe for that age group.

For children age 6 to 12, be espe-
cially aware of safety gear. For ex-
ample, if the gift is a skateboard or
bicycle, a helmet should accompany
it.

Gently used toys, handmade toys
and other unpackaged toys do not
come with age-appropriate guidance.
Before purchasing, donating or swap-
ping these toys, consider the age of
the child who will receive it, and
check for loose or broken parts.

For more information about toy
safety and other consumer products,
visit cpsc.gov or call the Union County
Office of Consumer Affairs, (908)
654-9840.

GIFT OF HOPE...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, pictured center, joins,
from left to right, officers Kim Weber, MaryBeth Gray and Sgt. Marianne Hopko
in thanking Dr. Clifford Sales of The Cardiovascular Care Group in Westfield for
donating dozens of toys to the “Tree of Hope,” the annual drive for needy children.
Donations of money, toys and clothing to benefit less fortunate children throughout
the county are sought. Please send contributions to: Union County Sheriff’s
Officers’ “Tree of Hope,” Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth,
N.J., 07207. For more information, call Sgt. Hopko at (908) 629-2158.

In other business, board member
Russell Graham reported that the
general contractor from the Lin-
coln School project has come for-
ward to say that there are outstand-
ing unpaid change orders. The
project architect is investigating the
claim, but because the project is
nearly three years old, the contrac-
tor had until Wednesday to present
the information, or the claims would
be declined.

Superintendent Teresa Quigley en-
couraged the members of the board to
rest over the holidays and return in
2010 with ideas for improving the
budget process. She stated that they
are all aware of the financial prob-
lems and doubts about state aid that
the district is facing for 2010-2011.

Mrs. Quigley told the board that
other school districts are also having
problems, citing Scotch Plains, where
the township passed a sewer bill onto
the school system for which they had
not previously budgeted.

Anthony Goodell, a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood, expressed concern
about the possible funding cut of the
pre-kindergarten program. The board
has been discussing imposing a fee on
the currently free program. He stated
that he would like to know how much
the program costs and to investigate
fundraising efforts in order to have the
program remain free of charge.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood BOE Audit

BH’s Vezza Named
Star-Ledger Publisher
AREA – Richard Vezza, president

of Penn Jersey Advance, was named
publisher of The Star-Ledger, Tues-
day, replacing George Arwady, who
had been at the helm since 2004.

Mr. Vezza and his wife Arlene, a
third grade teacher at Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield, live in
Berkeley Heights; they have two
grown children.

Mr. Vezza, who began his career as
a journalist in 1974 as a night police
reporter for The Hudson Dispatch,
joined The Star-Ledger’s sister com-
pany, Penn Jersey Advance, as its
president in 2000.

Mr. Arwady will take over as pub-
lisher of The Republican of Spring-
field, Mass.

Board member Linda Koenig told
Mr. Goodell that when the program
was initially started, it was fully
funded by the federal government,
but that funding has disappeared over
time, leaving the full burden on the
borough.

A survey has gone out to selected
preschool parents and is being re-
viewed by members of the education
committee. A recommendation is ex-
pected to be made at the Tuesday,
January 19, 2010, meeting.B a l l y h o o

Online Exclusive at
goleader.com

Westfield
Friday, December 4, officers respond-

ing to a burglar alarm on the 200 block of
Connecticut Street observed what ap-
peared to be a criminal attempt to bur-
glarize a residence. Someone unknown
had attempted to kick in the front door.

Friday, December 4, a resident of the
300 block of Massachusetts Street re-
ported that a burglary had taken place at
his home, with someone having entered
through an unlocked rear door. Believing
the burglary had just occurred, Westfield
police contacted the Union County
Sheriff’s K-9 Unit. The K-9 unit per-
formed a search of the area, yielding
negative results.

Saturday, December 5, a resident of
the 600 block of Cumberland Street re-
ported that someone unknown stole a
Christmas lawn display valued at $100
from the victim’s property.

Monday, December 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the attempted illegal use of
her credit card, which was lost along with
her wallet at a business on the 200 block
of Elm Street.

Monday, December 7, a business lo-
cated on the 700 block of Central Avenue
reported the shoplifting of cigarettes val-
ued at $157. The suspect was last seen
heading east on Myrtle Avenue.

Monday, December 7, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 1700 block
of Grandview Avenue. Someone entered
the residence through an unsecured door.
The approximate value of property taken
was unknown at the time of the report.

Tuesday, December 8, Keith A.
Johnson, 24, of Plainfield was arrested at
the Union Police Department on a con-
tempt of court warrant from Westfield.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting $91 bail.

Wednesday, December 9, Kwishawn
Whitaker, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
at Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield criminal warrant
in the amount of $50. Bail was not posted
at the time of the report and a court date
was to be announced.

Wednesday, December 9, William
Martenuk, 19, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at the
South Avenue traffic circle and charged
with underage possession of alcoholic
beverages. He was released with a sum-
mons and a court date.

Thursday, December 10, Aaron Webb,
23, of Westfield was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on Lamberts Mill Road
on two outstanding New Brunswick war-
rants totaling $800. He was released after
posting bail. Webb was arrested again
later that day at Westfield police head-
quarters on a Robbinsville traffic warrant
in the amount of $340, which he posted.

Thursday, December 10, multiple paint
balls were hurled at a town traffic sign on
the 400 block of Lawrence Avenue, de-
facing the sign.

Friday, December 11, Tamon Green,
22, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad and Elmer
Streets on an outstanding Newark crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $500. The
Newark Police Department released
Green on his own recognizance with a
future court date.

Friday, December 11, a male juvenile
was arrested on the 400 block of West
Dudley Avenue and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was turned over to a guard-
ian, with a future court date pending.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
the 1200 block of Boulevard reported the
theft of multiple pieces of jewelry from
the home sometime between November
21 and December 12. There were no
signs of a burglary. The approximate
value of the stolen items is $6,800. The
matter was forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, December 12, Caesar Brazza,
29, of South Plainfield was arrested after
responding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy two Westfield traffic war-
rants. Brazza was processed and released
after posting $134 cash bail.

Sunday, December 13, three men were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
in the area of the 200 block of South
Avenue. The driver, Scott Antoine, 18, of
Roselle, along with Timothy Jasper, 18,
of Roselle and Lynde Jules, 20, of
Westfield were each charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. They were transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with summonses.

Sunday, December 13, a resident of
the 1000 block of Prospect Street re-
ported an incident of criminal mischief,
in which someone unknown damaged
three Christmas ornaments on the front
lawn sometime between 9 p.m. on De-
cember 12 and 8 a.m. on December 13.
The approximate value of the damage is
$550.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, December 8, Lourdes

Herman, 40, of Highlands was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
the officer smelled the odor of alcohol.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and re-
leased.

Thursday, December 10, Clyde Cohen,
37, of Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed

and released.
Thursday, December 10, Alida

Abegion, 19, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with DWI after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Thursday, December 10, Jason
Johnson, 27, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Friday, December 11, a resident of
Harwich Avenue reported that someone
e-mailed him and fraudulently stated that
he was a friend and needed the victim to
send him money.

Friday, December 11, an employee of
a Route 22 business reported that a cus-
tomer rented a motor vehicle from him
and failed to return it.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
Katherine Street reported that someone
entered her motor vehicle and removed
her GPS and her iPod, with a combined
value of approximately $300.

Saturday, December 12, a resident of
Forest Road reported that someone en-
tered his motor vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway and removed an undeter-
mined amount of money.

Saturday, December 12, Norman
Sylvester, 27, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Saturday, December 12, Swiyaa
Abdullah, 28, of East Orange was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 9, police re-

sponded to an incident at the corner of
Coles Avenue and Chapel Hill Road,
where a large tree branch fell and smashed
the windshield of a motor vehicle travel-
ing east on Coles Avenue. The driver was
uninjured, police reported.

Friday, December 11, a resident of
South Fork Road reported that the filter
paper he had attached to a retaining wall
on his property had been removed. Ac-
cording to police, there are no suspects at
this time, but the victim has had an ongo-
ing dispute with his neighbor and is in-
volved in a civil suit with him.

Sunday, December 13, a patron at a
Route 22 restaurant reported that he had
slipped and fallen on ice on the walkway
leading to the restaurant, injuring his
back and neck. According to police, his
wife confirmed the report and the victim
was transported to Overlook Hospital for
evaluation.

Sunday, December 13, Robert
Callahan, Jr., 34, of Linden was arrested
and charged with DWI and refusal to
submit to a breath test following a motor
vehicle stop for speeding.

Fanwood
Wednesday, December 9, Cynthia

Hernandez, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a field investigation and charged
with theft and forgery. According to po-
lice, an investigation revealed that she
allegedly had signed various statements
and withdrawal slips on a victim’s ac-
count without authorization. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail,
which was set at $1,000.

Wednesday, December 9, Andres F.
Ortegon, 22, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Plainfield. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, December 10, Tyson R.
Sargent, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue on an outstanding Fanwood war-
rant. He was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail for failure to post
bail.

Friday, December 11, a resident of the
100 block of Laurel Place reported that
someone removed a drum valued at $200
from his driveway.

Saturday, December 12, Gabriel A.
Beniquez, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding warrant out of Garfield. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, December 13, Martha O.
Garcia, 30, of Brooklyn, N.Y. was ar-
rested and charged with shoplifting at a
store on the 500 block of North Avenue.
She was processed and released after
posting bail.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 700 block of Elm Street reported that
sometime overnight someone broke the
side window of her motor vehicle and
removed a GPS valued at $100.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 100 block of Farley Avenue reported
that someone broke the driver’s side win-
dow of her motor vehicle sometime over-
night and entered the vehicle. It is un-
known at this time what, if anything, was
removed.

Monday, December 14, a resident of
the 400 block of Midway Avenue re-
ported that someone broke the driver’s
side window of her motor vehicle and
entered the vehicle. It is unknown at
this time what, if anything, is missing.
According to police, authorities feel
that the three vehicle break-ins are re-
lated and the incidents are under inves-
tigation.
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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

CLEAN SWEEP...Participants and rink staff prepare for the sixth annual
Thanksgiving Broom Bowl Challenge competition at the Warinanco Ice Skating
Center in Roselle on November 28. Winners of gift certificates presented by
Donna Hayden, manager of the center, were Aiden Fitzpatrick of Westfield, Ryan
Faraona of Cranford and Emily Bladsoa of Linden.

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Washington Completes
Army Basic Training
SCOTCH PLAINS — Army National

Guard Pfc. Lekebie Washington, a 1996
graduate of Union Catholic Regional High
School in Scotch Plains, has graduated
from basic infantry training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga.

During the nine weeks of training, the
soldier received training in drill and cer-
emonies, weapons, map reading, tactics,
military courtesy, military justice, physi-
cal fitness, first aid, and Army history,
core values and traditions.

Additional training included develop-
ment of basic combat skills and battle-
field operations and tactics, and experi-
encing use of various weapons and weap-
ons defenses available to the infantry
crewman.

Lance Says: Don’t Use
Troops To Raise The Debt

WASHINGTON – Congressman
Leonard Lance (NJ-7), who has led
the congressional charge for a clean
up-or-down vote on any congressional
action to raise the federal debt ceil-
ing, on December 11, called on Con-
gress to reject efforts to attach raising
the national debt to a key funding bill
for U.S. troops.

“It’s shameful to use a funding bill
for our troops as a tool to pass legis-
lation that cannot stand on its own
merit,” said Mr. Lance in a statement.
“Congress needs to have a serious
debate about the debt, deficits and
spending, and attaching the debt lift
to a key bill for troops does a disser-
vice to all Americans and is disre-
spectful to our troops. It’s my hope
Speaker Pelosi will heed both Demo-
cratic and Republican calls for a clean
bill.”

In a letter to Nancy Pelosi, Mr.
Lance and scores of House Republi-
cans criticized the Speaker of the
House for using a funding bill for
U.S. troops as vehicles, saying the
measure could not pass on its own.

“We object to maneuvers to use our
troops as leverage to enact proposals

that the majority either cannot pass on
their own or for which they wish to
avoid directly voting on and we will
oppose a Defense Appropriations
package that includes such provi-
sions,” the lawmakers wrote.

“Unfortunately, there seems to be a
pattern developing this year of using
legislation that supports our men and
women in uniform to pass other conten-
tious proposals that are extraneous to
our troops. We should supply those who
risk their lives for our country with the
resources they need without conditions
and without using them to accomplish
other legislative goals. House Republi-
cans stand ready to help the Majority
enact a defense bill that meets the needs
of our troops, but we will not assist your
effort to use the troops to enact an
increase in our national debt limit so as
to finance the irresponsible spending
policies of your party,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance, a member of the House
Financial Services Committee, said last
month that he would not support an
increase in the nation’s debt ceiling
without corresponding action to ad-
dress the country’s long-term fiscal
imbalances.

“I support bipartisan, bicameral ef-
forts to pass legislation creating a
special process to deal with the long-
term budget problems facing the U.S.
government,” Mr. Lance said. “As
such, I will vote against a needed
increase in the limit the federal gov-
ernment can borrow unless Congress
puts forth proposals to bring the defi-
cit and debt under control.”

Murray Hill Retirement
Community Discussed

NEW PROVIDENCE — Lutheran
Social Ministries, a not-for-profit pro-
vider of community outreach services,
senior care services and affordable
senior housing, has held three com-
munity meetings in recent weeks to
answer community questions about
The Crossing at Murray Hill, its pro-
posed Continuing Care Retirement
Community planned for construction
at 535 Mountain Avenue in New
Providence.

Below, Jerry Nugent, president of
the organization, provides answers to
the most frequently asked questions
from those meetings.

Question: Why locate a Continu-
ing Care Retirement Community
(CCRC) in this area?

Nugent: “Lutheran Social Minis-
tries believes seniors in the New
Providence area do not have adequate
options for remaining close to their
homes, families and friends during
their retirement years. Residents of
a CCRC generally come from a 10-
to 15-mile radius. Currently, seniors
located in the New Providence area
and interested in living in a CCRC
would need to leave the familiar sur-
roundings of the community, includ-
ing the shops, physicians, hospitals,
services and activities they use and
support.

“A July 2009 market demand study,
which carefully analyzed the demo-
graphics of the New Providence area,
confirmed that there is a strong de-
mand for a CCRC and the services
that it provides.”

Question: How will the proposed
CCRC construction affect nearby
homes and the beauty of the area?

Nugent: “Lutheran Social Minis-
tries appreciates the significance and
beauty of the property and the pri-
vacy of adjacent homeowners. In plan-
ning the new community, we have
had extensive conversations with New
Providence officials to get their input
into the community’s design. We plan
to keep intact all of the forested area
on the north side of the property. This
forested slope provides a wide buffer
and shield to neighboring housing.

The front lawn of the property will be
very large and enhanced through new
landscaping features. In order to main-
tain large spaces for lawn and trees
and to keep the planned building com-
pact, we will utilize underground
space for parking, avoiding unsightly
parking lots. The varied elevations of
the site will help keep the building
height from being noticed by neigh-
bors and passersby. With this project,
the community has the opportunity to
replace an outdated office building
with appealing new design and ser-
vices.”

Question: What will be the eco-
nomic impact of the CCRC?

Nugent: “A CCRC can add tan-
gible value to New Providence by
creating new employment and living
opportunities for the residents of this
community. The Crossing at Murray
Hill will employ full-time and part-
time employees in jobs that range
from entry level to highly skilled,
high paying positions. Unlike a new
multi-family housing development,
the residents of a CCRC would not
add to the school population, increase
traffic or add to the requirement for
police services. The CCRC’s resi-
dents will shop in the community and
provide an educated and stable re-
source to the community.”

Question: What effect will the
CCRC have on the municipal taxes?

Nugent: “Like any other private
property owner, a CCRC is required
to pay local property taxes for the
independent living units. When the
CCRC is fully, occupied, it is esti-
mated that a CCRC in New Provi-
dence will generate $1.5 million or
more in local property taxes annu-
ally. The current owners of the prop-
erty at 535 Mountain Avenue pay
approximately $425,000 in property
taxes.”

Question: How will the CCRC af-
fect traffic patterns?

Nugent: “Any traffic from a CCRC
is spread more evenly throughout the
day and it generates much less traffic
than a similarly sized office or fac-
tory. Residents of the CCRC use their
own cars less since transportation is
provided by the CCRC’s own bus
service. And, CCRCs generally do
not generate traffic during peak traf-
fic times.

“A traffic study conducted in Octo-
ber 2009 by Omland Engineering
Associates, Inc. of Cedar Knolls, N.J.,
noted, ‘The estimated peak hour trip
activity from the proposed CCRC
community is considered minor, par-
ticularly when comparing the trips to
the previous use of the property as an
office building.’”

Question: What impact will a
CCRC have on local emergency ser-
vices?

Nugent: The Crossing at Murray
Hill will likely contract with an am-
bulance company to provide services
to the residents. However, the CCRC
will operate a skilled nursing facility
and its own 24-hour emergency call
system. Should a resident experience
some type of health emergency, the
staff on duty in the health center will
respond to the call from the resident
and assess the level of need. These
services can mitigate the number of
calls placed to an ambulance service
and mean fewer calls than if the resi-
dents were still living in their own
homes.

Lutheran Social Ministries of New
Jersey is a faith-based, statewide not-
for-profit provider of compassionate,
quality senior care services, as well
as community programs such as adop-
tion, immigration and refugee resettle-
ment, community residences for de-
velopmentally disabled women and
affordable housing for seniors and
families. The organization is one of
the largest providers of affordable
housing in New Jersey. For more in-
formation, call (609) 699-4108 or
visit lsmnj.org.

This year has been a challenging
one for the Union County commu-
nity, and as it draws to a close I would
like to say that it has been a privilege
and honor to serve as Chairman of the
Freeholder Board. Though the global
economic downturn hit our area hard,
we regrouped, gathered our resources,
and helped our neighbors in need of
support.

Last fall, we began working with
nonprofit, business and community
partners to set up the Foreclosure
Task Force. It was up and running at
the start of this year, with a helpline
that enables homeowners and tenants
facing foreclosure to get free, reliable
guidance.

Union County also received cru-
cial assistance from President
Obama’s stimulus plan. Through our
administrative framework, the stimu-
lus has brought us millions of dollars
in federal aid for community devel-
opment, infrastructure and energy
efficiency projects, all of which help
create jobs. The stimulus also pro-
vided funds to expand our nutrition
programs for seniors with more meals
and new locations.

Our One-Stop Career Centers
kicked into high gear to help dis-
placed workers get their unemploy-
ment benefits, while continuing to
provide free services that connect
people with employers. To cite one

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

This Year Has
Been Challenging

outstanding example, we helped
Elizabethtown Gas staff a new local
call center, filling more than 50 new
jobs that were overseas.

Thanks to financing arranged by
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority, career education continued
to grow in 2009 with the opening of
the new Elizabeth I. Kellogg Union
County College building in down-
town Elizabeth. It is the new home
of the Trinitas School of Nursing
along with other programs that de-
velop a globally competitive
workforce.

Throughout, we have done our best
to do more with less, so that we can all
continue to enjoy a good quality of
life. Our popular, free outdoor music
and film festivals, family-fun events
at the Trailside Center, and the inau-
guration of a new archery range, boat
launch, and pedal boat concession
are just some of the highlights. We
also continued to preserve irreplace-
able open space from development,
including a rare urban farm and sev-
eral important parcels that buffer and
expand existing parks.

Looking ahead to next year, we
will be working even harder to keep
Union County moving forward. In
that spirit, I wish the entire commu-
nity a Merry Christmas, Happy
Hanukah, Happy Kwanzaa, and a
happy and healthy New Year, too.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

‘Do-Not-Solicit’ List
Vote Expected Soon

The N.J. Assembly Appropriations
Committee is expected to vote soon on
bill A-801, released by the Assembly
Consumer Affairs Committee, which
seeks to prohibit credit card companies
from soliciting consumers. If approved,
the bill would create a credit card do-not-
solicit list that credit card companies
would be legally barred from contacting
those individuals through mail, e-mail or
telephone, as well as issuing a credit card
under the consumer’s name, according to
The Associated Press.

Paula Dow Is Named
State Attorney General

New Jersey Governor-elect Chris
Christie on Tuesday nominated Essex
County Prosecutor Paula Dow, a Demo-
crat, as the state’s next attorney general
(AG). Mr. Christie worked with Ms. Dow
when she was a federal prosecutor during
his post in the U.S. Attorney’s office. He
also announced Phillip Kwon as first
assistant AG, Marc Ferzan as executive
assistant AG and Carolyn Murray as coun-
sel to the AG.

State Senate Passes Bill to
Release School Audits

The N.J. state Senate unanimously
passed, last week, legislation set forth by
Senator Christopher Bateman (R-16) re-
quiring state agencies to release any re-
port resulting from a school district audit
within 30 days of completion.

“Taxpayers should get easy access to

documents detailing how their money is
spent; yet, state agencies have tried to
delay or block even members of the Leg-
islature from getting public documents,”
Mr. Bateman said in a statement. “This
law should make it clear that this type of
government secrecy won’t be tolerated.”

Drug-Free School Zone Policy
Overturned by N.J. Senate

The drug-free school zone policy was
overturned by the N.J. state Senate last
week, when it passed a bill (S-1866) to
revise the policy that had unfairly tar-
geted densely populated cities, according
to civil-rights activists. The bill was ini-
tially put in place to punish non-violent
drug crimes that occurred near schools.

“New Jersey’s judges will now have
authority to sentence people based on the
severity of the crime, not the location,”
Deborah Jacobs, executive director of the
American Civil Liberties Union of New
Jersey, said in a statement.

Same-Sex-Marriage Bill
Delayed by State Senate

After the state Judiciary Committee voted
last Monday in favor of a bill to allow same-
sex marriages in the state, the state Senate
delayed its Thursday vote. Supporters of the
“Freedom of Religion and Equality in Civil
Marriage Act” (S-1967) are pushing to have
the Senate vote on the bill before Republi-
can N.J. Governor-elect Chris Christie, who
has said he would not support the bill, takes
office January 19.

Editor’s note: This column was com-
piled by Leader/Times staff.

H1N1 Clinic
In Roselle This Sat.

ROSELLE – An H1N1 clinic will
take place on Saturday, December 19,
from 9:00 a.m. to noon at Roselle
Borough Hall, 210 Chestnut Street, in
the Court Room.

For more information on this clinic
and its target population, see ucnj.org.
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Think Fire Safety
This Christmas

By Judy Comoletti, NFPA
For most of us, the holidays repre-

sent a treasured time of year, and we
work hard to make it special for the
people we care about most. We deco-
rate our homes with great thought
and detail, and entertain friends and
family by hosting parties and cook-
ing elaborate meals and treats. But as
we do these things, fire safety is rarely
a thought.

It may seem that the holidays and
home fires are two completely differ-
ent topics, but they are not; national
statistics show that the holiday sea-
son turns sorrowful, and sometimes
even fatal, for so many households
each year as the result of home fires.
Cooking, Christmas trees, candles and
holiday lights – all key parts of the
holiday season – are significant causes
of fires that occur this time of year.

While it is quite a somber perspec-
tive on the holiday season, the good
news is that it does not have to be this
way. With just one or two minor
changes, often taking a few minutes,
or even seconds, of time, the holidays
can stay festive and safe for every-
body. It is important for people to
take basic but vital fire-safety pre-
cautions as they plan and prepare for
the upcoming holiday season. These
simple steps can greatly reduce the
risk of fire and its potentially devas-
tating impact on homes and families:

Cooking: National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) statistics show
that unattended cooking is the leading
cause of U.S. home fires and home fire
injuries. Stay in the kitchen while you
are frying, grilling or broiling food.
Most cooking fires involve the
stovetop, so keep anything that can
catch fire away from it, and turn off the
stove when you leave the kitchen, even
if it is for a short period of time. If you
are simmering, boiling, baking or roast-
ing food, check it regularly and use a
timer to remind you that you are cook-
ing. Create a “kid-free zone” of at least
three feet around the stove and areas
where hot food and drinks are pre-
pared or carried.

Candles: Candles are widely used
throughout the holidays, and Decem-
ber is the peak month for home candle
fires. More than half of all candle
fires start because the candle was too
close to things that could catch fire.
Consider using flameless candles,
which look and smell like real candles.
However, if you do use traditional
candles, keep them at least 12 inches
away from anything that can burn,
and remember to blow them out when
you leave the room or go to bed. Use
candle holders that are sturdy, will
not tip over and are placed on unclut-
tered surfaces. Avoid using candles in
the bedroom where two of five U.S.
candle fires begin or other areas where
people may fall asleep. Lastly, never
leave a child alone in a room with a
burning candle.

Christmas trees: U.S. fire depart-
ments annually respond to 250 struc-
ture fires caused by Christmas trees.
Nearly half of them are caused by
electrical problems, and one in four
resulted from a heat source that is too
close to the tree. Here are some guide-
lines for picking, placing and lighting
a tree:

If you have an artificial tree, be sure
it’s labeled, certified or identified by
the manufacturer as fire-retardant.

If you choose a fresh tree, make
sure the green needles do not fall off
when touched; before placing it in the
stand, cut one to two inches from the
base of the trunk. Add water to the
tree stand, and be sure to water it
daily.

Make sure your tree is at least three
feet away from any heat source, like
fireplaces, space heaters, radiators,
candles and heat vents or lights.

Make sure the tree is not blocking
an exit.

Use lights that have the label of an
independent testing laboratory, and
make sure you know whether they are
designed for indoor or outdoor use.

Replace any string of lights with
worn or broken cords, or loose bulb
connections. Connect no more than
three strands of mini-string sets and a
maximum of 50 bulbs for screw-in
bulbs.

Never use lit candles to decorate
the tree.

Always turn off Christmas tree
lights before leaving the home or
going to bed.

After Christmas, get rid of the tree.
Dried-out trees are a fire hazard and
should not be left in the home or
garage, or placed outside the home.

Think green. Check to see if your
community has a Christmas tree re-
cycling program.

Bring outdoor electrical lights in-
side after the holidays to prevent haz-
ards and make them last longer.

The holidays are a truly special
time of year. Following these fire
safety precautions and measures will
ensure it remains one. For more tips,
advice and information about holi-
day fire safety, visit nfpa.org/holiday.

Judy Comoletti is division manager
of Public Education for the NFPA.

Skating with Santa
Claus at Warinanco

ROSELLE – Santa Claus will visit
the ice skating rink at Warinanco Park
in Roselle, located off St. Georges Av-
enue, on Saturday, December 19, and
Sunday, December 20, from 1 to 3 p.m.

Holiday music will be played and
candy canes and pictures with Santa
on ice skates will be available.

Regular admission fees apply:
adults $5; youths 17 and under, $4;
seniors over 62, $4.25. Ice skate rental
is available for an additional $3.

ALL STORES
OPEN SUN.

MOST STORES ACCEPT:
Prices established by ShopRite Wines & Spirits of  Westfield, N.J., (908) 232-8700 ShopRite WINES & SPIRITS STORES ARE INDIVIDUALLY OWNED AND OPERATED AND NOT A CHAIN. PRICES AND PRODUCTS FEATURED MAY NOT

BE AVAILABLE AT ALL AFFILIATED STORES. Prices effective thru Tuesday, January 5, 2010. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Artwork does not necessarily 
represent items on sale. It is for display purposes only. Not responsible for typographical errors. In the event of errors, the lowest price allowed by N.J. State Law will apply. All cases sold containing single type only.

For the address of the store nearest to you please call... 1-800-SHOPRITE Discounts
Available On:
(EXCLUDING SALE ITEMS)

Mixed
Cases

of Wine

Mixed
Cases

of Spirits
®

Debit
Card

333 South Ave. East , Westfield, NJ • (908) 232-8700

Sunrise Cellars
the Wine Department at
ShopRite Wines and Spirits of Westfield

VISIT OUR 
TEMPERATURE
CONTROLLED
WINE CELLAR

The items
below are 
on Sale!

Prices effective through 
Tues., January 5, 2010.

Many items are in short supply,
please shop early.

Debit
Cards

Wines & Spirits Store Open 
Sunday

The Marketplace...

Gift Baskets for any Occasion

Montgomery’s
Cheddar

1999

Imported from England.
Handmade in the lush hills of

Somerset, this bandage wrapped
aged cheddar is creamy and
sharp with a lingering finish

REG.
23.99 lb.

Arina
Goat Gouda

1399
REG.

16.99 lb.lb.lb.

Cacciaotta
al Tartufo

1999
REG.

24.99 lb.

Saint
Agur

2399
REG.

29.99 lb.

PERFECT FOR THE HOLIDAYS...

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only. 
Effective thru Sat., Jan. 2, 2010.

Imported from Holland.
Strikingly white and creamy, this

goat’s milk gouda has the feel and
finish of white chocolate.

Imported from Italy.
Nothing says celebrate like black

truffles. This mild creamy sheep’s milk
cheese is studded throughout with chunks of

black truffle giving it a nutty earthy finish.

Imported from France.
Creamy and sharp with a nutty finish,

this French Queen of the Bleus is a
symphony of flavors and textures. 

lb.

Grafton
Sunrise Cheddar10%

Your Purchase of

Hand Made By Our Own Cheese Expert!

Super Coupon
All Shoppers Must Present This Coupon To Receive Discount

With this coupon. Good at Westfield ShopRite Wines & Spirits only. 
Effective thru Sat., Jan. 2, 2010.

lb.

Happy Holidays from the Cheese Shop!
What better way to share the holiday spirit then with the gift of

cheese.  Whether it is for your guests or a gift for your hostess bring
the gift that keeps on giving...a tray of hand cut artisnal cheeses.

OFF

Any Pre-Made
Gift Baskets10%

Your Purchase of

OFF

Barefoot
Cellars
All
Types 999

Woodbridge
•CABERNET •SHIRAZ
•CHARDONNAY •MERLOT
•PINOT GRIGIO
•PINOT NOIR
•RIESLING
•ZINFANDEL
•SAUVIGNON
BLANC

M&R Asti 999

Blackstone
California

Wines
ALL TYPES

899

Yellow
Tail

ALL TYPES

1199

Grey Goose Vodka

2899REG. OR
FLAVORED

Inniskillin
Vidal
Ice
Wine 4499

Toasted
Head
Cabernet,
Chardonnay,
Merlot 1199

750
ML

Ketel One

3899REG. OR 
CITROEN 1.75 L

Jack Daniels

3999

José Cuervo
TRADICIONAL

2699
Johnnie Walker

2999
Chivas Regal

2999

Captain Morgan

2599

Fransac
Extra
25-Year Old

Cognac

3999

VODKA

Wolfschmidt 1499

GIN

BOURBON

Smirnoff
REG. OR FLAVORS 1999

Stolichnaya
REGULAR, 80º ONLY 3499

Three Olives
ALL TYPES 2199

Piterskaya
RUSSIAN VODKA 1999

1.75 L

SCOTCH
Macallan

12 YEAR OLD
SINGLE MALT

4499

Tanqueray

3699

Glenlivet
Nadurra 5499

Chivas Regal
18-YEAR OLD 6499

Dewar’s
12-YEAR OLD 2999

Exact
DISTILLED 5 TIMES 2499

Beefeater 2999

WHISKEY

Jameson
12-YEAR OLD
IRISH WHISKEY 3699

Woodford
Reserve 2999

Remy
Martin

ALL 750 ML

VSOP 3799
XO 9999

•Chardonnay . . . . . .1499
•Merlot  . . . . . . . . . . . .1599
•Cabernet . . . . . . . . . 1899

•Cabernet, Pinot Noir, 
Meritage,
Merlot  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1499

•Zinfandel, 
Syrah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1299

•Chardonnay  . . . . . . . .1199

•Sauvignon Blanc,
Riesling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1099 •Fume Blanc . . . . . . 1399

Almaden

•Gold Chianti
RISERVA DUCALE 2999

Opici
HOMEMADE 
BARBERONE 1299

TEQUILA

ALL 750 MLDe Laroche
VS

1999
VSOP

2499
XO

3999

GREEN
15-YR. OLD

4999

GOLD
18-YR. OLD

7499

BLUE
LABEL

16999
750
ML

BLACK
12-YR. OLD

2999

750
ML

750
ML

Family of Scotches

Johnnie
Walker

Johnnie
Walker

Veuve Clicquot
BRUT YELLOW LABEL
CHAMPAGNE 3699

Korbel
•BRUT • X-DRY
•BRUT ROSE 1199

Villa Malena
PROSECCO 1099

Freixenet
CORDON NEGRO 899

Cook’s SPARKLING WINES 699

Moet & Chandon
Dom Perignon 13399

Louis Roederer
BRUT CHAMPAGNE 3699

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Domaine Chandon
•BRUT  •BLANC DE NOIR 1499

750
ML

Sparkling Wines & Champagnes Dessert Wines

•Dry Sack
SHERRY

1299
1299

•Modus

Cockburn Ports
ALL 750 ML

750
ML

750
ML

Santa
Margherita
Pinot
Grigio 1999 ALL 750 MLS

Erben

•KABINETT
•RIESLING 799

Mirassou
All
Types 899

375
ML

Beringer
White
Zinfandel 999

1.75 L

Jameson 
IRISH WHISKEY 4399

Crown Royal 2499

Canadian 
Club 1999

750
ML

750
ML

Gentleman
Jack SOUR MASH 2699

750
ML

Black Bush
IRISH WHISKEY 2999

750
ML

Patron
ALL 750 MLS

José Diego
GOLD OR
SILVER  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2499

E&J Brandy 1999

Markham

•CABERNET 2199

•MERLOT 1599

•CHARDONNAY 1399

•SAUVIGNON
BLANC 1099

New Amsterdam 1999

1.75 L1.75 L

1.75 L
750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

RED
LABEL

12 YR.
OLD
SCOTCH

Glenlivet 

3599

1199

750
ML

•Pinot Noir. . . . . . . . 1999

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

Kendall
Jackson

RuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffinoRuffino

3 L
750
ML

1.5 L

•WHITE ZINFANDEL

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

Mondavi
Napa

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Bailey’s IRISH CREAM

•B&B Liqueur
•Kahula
•Drambuie

•Patron XO Café
•Romana Sambuca

REG. OR BLACK

•Tia Maria

1999

2999 2199
750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

750 ML

1.5 L

999
1.5 L

•Frangelico
•Licor 43
•Di Saronno

Amaretto
•Lazzaroni 

Amaretto

1.75 L

750
ML

Kahlua

1899

SILVER  . . . .3799

REPOSADO  .4199

AÑEJO  . . . .4499

SPECIAL
RESERVE

1399

•FINE RUBY
•FINE TAWNY

1099

Your
Choice!

Your
Choice!

Your
Choice!

750 ML

1999
750 
ML

IMPORTED FROM 
GERMANY

•AUSLESE

•SPATLESE
•PINOT NOIR

1499

999
750
ML

750
ML

ALL 750 MLS

1599
CABERNET, CHARDONNAY, 

MERLOT

ALL 5 L
BOXES

CHABLIS, BLUSH CHABLIS, 
GOLDEN CHABLIS, RHINE,
WHITE ZINFANDEL
OR BURGUNDY 1399

ALL 750 MLS

VINTNER’S
RESERVE

SINGLE MALT
12-YR. OLD

SPICED
RUM

750
ML

750
ML

750
ML

RUM

Isla de Rico
•WHITE •GOLD
•SPICED  •COCONUT 1899

1.75 L

Double Cross 4499
750
ML

1 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

1.75 L

Knob
Creek 3199

750
ML

1.5 L1.5 L

Cognacs

•Erben Eiswein 2499
375
ML

750 
ML

•Tan Chianti
RISERVA DUCALE 1999

750 
ML

•Harvey’s
Bristol Cream

BeerBeer Is At
Our

EverydayEveryday
LOW DISCOUNTED PRICE!
We Carry the Largest Selection of Imported &
Domestic Beer: MORE THAN  ANYONE ELSE IN
NEW JERSEY!

Jagermeister

1799
750 ML

Grand Marnier

3199
750 ML

1.75 L

1899
1.75 L3999

750 
ML

Kendall
Jackson
Kendall
Jackson

750
ML

750
ML

1.75 L

1.75 L

750
ML

1.75 L

750
ML

Glenlivet
FRENCH OAK
15-YEAR OLD 4499

750
ML

750
ML

Captain Morgan
PRIVATE STOCK 2299

750
ML

Cross Keys
3-YEAR OLD AGED 1999

750
ML

750 
ML

750 
ML

750 
ML

750 
ML

Makers
Mark 2499

Moet & Chandon
IMPERIAL NV 2999

750
ML

Domaine Ste. Michelle
SPARKLING WINES ALL TYPES 999

750
ML

750
ML
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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County Animal Control Facility Is
Welcome Idea if Cost Effective

Union County seems to be moving forward on
establishing a countywide animal control facility to be
used by its 21 municipalities. The idea sounds good and
there certainly is a need. The challenge for the county
is to keep costs under control. We hope that, in the end,
the proposed $6.5 million facility, to be built in Spring-
field, does not end up costing our towns more than they
are already paying individually for this service.

Animal control costs for our towns have been sky-
rocketing in recent years and fewer companies are
available to provide the service. There used to be
several companies that provided these services, but
lately, Newark-based Associated Humane Societies
(AHS) has been the only game in town. The 21 Union
County municipalities shelled out a combined $1.3
million in 2008 for animal control services. The costs
seem destined to rise every year and more companies
do not seem interested in entering the market to provide
competition.

In Westfield, for example, the town is paying AHS
$73,000 this year; five years ago, that fee was $25,000
— an increase of nearly 200 percent. In Scotch Plains,
the bill for AHS was about $42,000 in 2006; this year,
the township is paying the company $57,500, a 37
percent hike in three years.

It is anticipated that grant money will be available to

pay for the facility’s construction, which is expected to
take about two years. Grant money is not free though,
and one way or the other, taxpayers provide the grant
money. County taxpayers are already stretched thin.

Another concern is the actual cost of operation of the
animal control center itself once it is up and running.
One thing that remains unclear is how the facility will
be financed and administered — whether as a line item
in the county budget or via a user fee imposed on those
towns choosing to participate.

At last week’s freeholder board meeting, there were
some pledges of support by representatives of private
animal care services. Any private assistance that might
help defray some portion of the expense of running the
county facility would be welcome.

Throughout the state, government endeavors are
plagued with layer upon layer of political patronage
jobs to reward supporters and to help some to pad their
state-paid pensions. We hope the county can avoid this
malaise in putting together a good animal control
operation. It will be a challenge for them.

A lean operation would be a welcome sign to taxpay-
ers alarmed at how much the county, schools and state
government are costing them each year.

We support the goals of the project – and hopefully,
this project will turn into a success story.

Blatant Price Gouging On Busiest
Driving Day of the Year

Reader Gives Leader/Times
A Grammar Refresher

Master Gardeners
Thank Boy Scouts

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County thank Cranford Boy Scout Troop
80 for its assistance in our Demonstration
Garden, located in the Watchung Reser-
vation, on Saturday, November 14.

Six Boy Scouts and scout leaders came
to the garden and worked for two hours,
adding five yards of mushroom compost
soil to our Sharing Garden beds. The
addition of this rich soil enables us to
produce high-quality, nutritious veg-
etables from May through November.

All the vegetable produce from the
Sharing Garden is donated to 20 local
food banks and soup kitchens in Union
County. Our Sharing Garden has donated
11,334 pounds of produce since it began
in 2002.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station
(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its
mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.

Anyone with an interest in gardening
and a commitment to volunteer service
can become a Master Gardener. No previ-
ous education or training in horticulture is
required. For more information, call
Rutgers Cooperative Extension at (908)
654-9854, or visit our website,
mastergardeners-uc.org.

Joanne Krueger
Master Gardener

Scotch Plains

Fanwood Resident Thanks
DPW for Its Diligence

Westfield United Fund Devoted To
Sharing Blessings, Bringing Happiness

SP Resident Finds Landscaper
Ordinance ‘Reeks of Socialism’

Letters to the Editor

On my way out of town the night be-
fore Thanksgiving, I decided to fill my
car up at the Lukoil on the corner of Park
Avenue and Route 22 [Scotch Plains]. I
must first admit that I did not look at the
price posted, because it’s a place I have
come to trust.

When I saw the price on my receipt, I
was amazed at the thought of how fast the
price of gas has gone up without me
realizing it, all the way to $3.49 a gallon.
I paid and proceeded on down Route 22
only to see all of the other stations with a
price of $2.49 a gallon. I went back to
Lukoil and complained to the worker

there, and he said the owner raised the
prices the day before, and he has gotten a
lot of complaints, but there was nothing
he could do.

In this economy and in this holiday
season, it’s disgraceful that the owner of
this Lukoil would treat his customers like
that — blatant price gouging on the busi-
est driving day of the year. The price is
now back to $2.49, but I won’t be going
there again.

Greg Dinegar
Fanwood

In the December 10 edition of your
paper, there was a cartoon on page 4
signed by “Neseman.” The cartoon read,
“I don’t make the rules, sir. I’m just
grateful to those that do.” This is im-
proper grammar, as the word “that” is
referring to a person/persons, and a per-
son must be referred to as who/whom.

This mistake is made all throughout
our society by educated people such as
news reporters, talk show hosts and oth-
ers. Unfortunately, we have come to ac-
cept this and other grammatical mistakes.

I have always instilled in my children

the proper use of the English language,
and now one of my children is an elemen-
tary school teacher who hopefully is pass-
ing that along. I am by no means an expert
in the English language, and at times I am
certain that I make mistakes; however, I
expect a little more from people who are
professionals.

I enjoy your paper and think very highly
of it, otherwise I would not be taking the
time writing this letter. Please accept this
as friendly constructive criticism.

Bob Fallon
Scotch Plains

I want to take this time to acknowledge
the extraordinary job the Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works has done to
effectively and efficiently complete the
annual removal of leaves from borough
streets.

This past week, as I traveled about
Union County and beyond, I marveled at
the contrast and the extraordinary condi-
tion of the streets of Fanwood compared
to those in neighboring communities.

Our Public Works Department, under
the leadership of Director Clint Dicksen,

having had its department reduced during
these trying economic times, has stepped
up to the challenge to ensure that Fanwood
streets, parks and borough-owned prop-
erties continue to exemplify the pride and
standards that Fanwood residents have
come to appreciate.

Thanks again for your dedication and
service. We are proud of you and truly
appreciate your commitment to your work
and the Fanwood community.

Lynn Sorf
Fanwood

Advancing the Landscaper Ordinance
to tighten municipal oversight of land-
scapers reeks of socialism.

Don’t get me wrong, I think that the
State of New Jersey should issue licenses
to verify that the landscapers are insured
and in compliance with all employment
laws like contractors, plumbers and elec-
tricians. But, to be micro-managing
homeowners’ use of hired help is not the
answer.

How about this example: last year, an
officer left a note on my neighbor’s house
to inform her that the bushes on the corner
of her property were obstructing traffic.
She was asked to remedy the situation,
which she did so immediately.

There was no need to consult a data-
base or check multiple landscapers to see
if they were permitted to work in our
town. The argument that the homeowner

isn’t home when landscapers work as a
justification of the need for this ordinance
can that be applied to roofers, painters,
window installers, chimney sweeps
etc...or is this selective enforcement?

Are there that many complaints, or are
there a few individuals trying to inflict
their will on the whole community? What
the town should have already is a policy
on what hours work outside the house or
business can be done. That should apply
to everyone from homeowners to con-
tractors.

Anyone violating noise restrictions
should be subject to existing laws, and
these should be enforced. The
homeowners should have the right to hire
any company or worker they choose and
not be restricted by local ordinances

Robert Fox
Scotch Plains

If I confess that I pray for peace, will
you laugh at me? If I tell you that we must
care for our neighbors, will you call me
naïve? Well, I do pray, and I do care.
Brotherly and sisterly love requires more
than good wishes; it requires genuine
effort to care for people.

This season is a special time to reach
out and share your blessings by bringing
happiness and security to others in your
community. The Westfield United Fund
(WUF) is devoted to this mission.

The 19 member agencies of the
Westfield United Fund provide year-
round services and programs to
Westfielders. These programs connect
neighbor to neighbor and enrich quality
of life all year long. Our agency clients
say:

“Thank you for helping me feed my
hungry family.”

“Thank you for helping my 15-year-
old daughter stay sober.”

“Thank you for giving my son a safe
and nurturing place to go after school
while I’m still at work.”

“Thank you for providing my grand-
mother with a hot meal every day.”

“Thank you for helping me care for my
mother, who has Alzheimer’s.”

“Thank you for taking me to my dialy-
sis treatment twice a week.”

Our member agencies serve
Westfielders with the help of Westfielders.
The holidays are brightened for children,
families and the elderly by special sea-
sonal activities conducted by Westfield
United Fund agencies. This spirit of car-
ing and sharing never stops and never
flags.

I personally invite you to become part
of our caring network by contributing to
the Westfield United Fund Campaign.
Your gift will enable 19 community agen-
cies to meet the needs of thousands of
Westfielders and continue to make
Westfield the best place I know to live and
to work.

The Westfield United Fund is grateful
to the many Westfielders who already
have contributed to the 2009 campaign.
Words cannot adequately express my
gratitude. If you have not yet given, please
do so today. No other unified campaign
raises funds to support your neighbors
here in Westfield. That is why the support
of each and every Westfielder is impor-
tant!

From all of us at the Westfield United
Fund and on behalf of our agencies, we
thank you and wish you a happy, healthy
and peaceful holiday season.

David Foltz, President
WUF Board of Trustees

Politicians ‘Always Find
Money for Themselves’

I am very concerned about the health
reform bill that is in the Senate. I feel it
will cause all sorts of problems for every-
one including seniors!

They tell us Medicare is in trouble but
this bill would add younger people into
the program. I think they should work on
straightening out Medicare first before
fooling around with health reform that
would add anything to it. Take the corrup-
tion out of Medicare first!

I am a senior and my premium has gone
up and I will not be receiving any increase
in Social Security this year. Why, when
times are tough, are they hitting the se-
niors who are on fixed incomes? Why
aren’t our politicians feeling the tough
times with their health plans/pensions,
perks, pay raises, etc? They always find
money for themselves!

As someone said to me recently – we
need help with health insurance but no
one asked for health reform and that it is
being done in too quick a manner. What is
the rush? Most of the politicians are not
that educated re: healthcare. I suggest
they take their time and do something
right – not add on more that will cost us
trillions of dollars!

I see all this planning in Washington as
the next step to socialized medicine and I
don’t believe any of us would want that
right now. Many Canadians and English
people are not that happy with their health
coverage.

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

Resident Is Appalled; Lobbyists Get
Pensions Paid for by the Taxpayers

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Senator Nicholas Scutari, Asw. Linda
Stender and Asm. Jerry Green and copied
to the newspaper.

*****
“I was appalled when I heard that the

taxpayers are funding pensions for highly
paid non-governmental employees who
are lobbyists. In fact, these people are
being reimbursed in the neighborhood of
$200,000 and they receive a pension that
we pay for. This is unacceptable, espe-
cially when you look at the disaster of the
under-funded government pension plan.

I understand that the legislature in the
1950’s granted this privilege. It is now
2009 and we are in deep financial trouble
and this only adds to the problem.

Several weeks ago, I called Senator
Tom Kean and left a message for him to
foster legislation to remove this injustice.
It would be a great sign of bi-partisanship
if you three would join him in bringing
this to the floor of both houses.

I look forward to the day that I can
write to the media that you three, Senator
Kean and others have taken this one step
to address our pension problem.”

****
P.S. I heard from Asm. Green who

promised to contact and work with Sena-
tor Kean to address this waste of taxpayer
money.

It appears that Asw. Stender believes
that palimony legislation is more impor-
tant.

Senator Tom Kean wants to assure that

unemployment funds are not raided. This
is a good idea, but the “horse is already
out the gate”.

Senator Scutari is talking about being
against palimony.

None have issued press releases about
this pension abuse. We hear discussions
on undocumented aliens attending our
state colleges, recidivism and concern on
“fast food” — their priorities? Should
they not realize we voters are worried
about taxes, jobs and financial security?

I urge all taxpayers to contact their
elected officials and ask them to join Sen.
Kean, Sen. Scutari, Asw. Stender and
Asm. Green in addressing pension abuse.

Remind them in the media and remem-
ber it when they are up for re-election.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Yang – To cry like a wild goose
2. Fatiferous – Deadly; destructive
3. Fantoccini – Puppets or marionettes
4. Squantum – A picnic

PODEX
1. The feet and toes
2. A governor or chief magistrate
3. The rump or anal region
4. The last segment of a crustacean’s

limb
LOOB

1. Brushwood and thorns for making
and reparing hedges

2. Cornish for the sludge that comes
from washing tin ore

3. A ewe lamb or ewe mutton
4. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

PODITTI
1. A kingfisher having a serrated yel-

low beak
2. A soft-shelled river tortoise
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. A sand crab of the lower Mississippi

River region
DECOLLETAGE

1. A rogue, pirate, or thief
2. A wine cellar or place where wine is

stored or kept
3. A dress with a low cut neckline

bearing the neck and shoulders
4. To fade or erode

Westfield Youths
Provide Suggestions

The world is in trouble. People should
take more care of the earth because this is
our one and only earth and no one can
give us a new one. Too many trees are
chopped down each minute. People pol-
lute too much. Too many animals are
killed when they could be running free.

Here is what we can do to help. We can
use more dead trees and chop down less.
We can kill fewer animals. We can also
pay to help animals and plant trees. It’s
helpful when people reuse trash by using
it to make other things. It is great to
compost and you can compost with grass,
leaves, old or rotten fruit and other things
like that. We can use electric cars instead
of gas cars, and walk instead of driving
when we can.

Dori and Zack Kaplan
Ages 8 and 6

Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Our newspapers will be on regular
schedule this year, delivered by mail the
Thursdays before Christmas and New
Year's Day respectively.

Holiday Schedules

Deadlines
General News - Saturday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Thursday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

The Real Situation in New Jersey,
‘Robbing Peter to Pay Paul?’

The New Jersey League of Municipalities (NJLM) is
considering a recommendation to the New Jersey Legis-
lature to remove school funding from property tax bills,
according to a recent Millennium Radio New Jersey
report. In a state with one of the highest property tax bill
burdens, it sounds like a welcome idea to homeowners.

However, the questions remains: where is the state
going to get the $8 billion it needs to fund the 600 public
school districts? According to the NJLM’s tax reform
committee chair, Gerry Tarantolo, mayor of Eatontown,
revenue from sales tax and personal income tax would
then fund the N.J. public school systems after federal and
state aid.

This “robbing Peter to pay Paul” solution provides little
relief to a state whose workers and residents are finding
fewer reasons than ever to remain in New Jersey and find
the situation unbearable.

It is bad enough that MTV’s “Jersey Shore” is making
us once again the butt of jokes and highlighting negative
(and untrue) stereotypes about Jersey. Our residents are
holding their breath to see what Governor-elect Chris
Christie intends to do with his first term in Trenton, as the
outgoing governor Jon Corzine is reportedly “sulking”
his way through the end of his term. Ain’t it great to be in
the Garden State?

The outstanding public school system in many munici-
palities is one of the reasons parents raise their families in
New Jersey. Is a district’s reputation (and the amount of

money spent per pupil) enough to keep families in-state
and have their children educated in the public school
system?

The proposal to remove school funding from property
tax bills would take a percentage of New Jersey workers’
earnings and a portion of the sales tax from their morning
cup of coffee (or Taylor egg and cheese on a hard roll, a
Jersey classic breakfast choice), and used to heat your
child’s school and pay the school librarian’s salary.

For taxpayers and parents alike, it is time to get to your
local school board meetings. It is the eve of the budget
presentations for the next school year, where the district’s
business administrator and superintendent will provide
numerous presentations on how much it will cost to
operate your town’s schools in the coming school year.
The presentations usually begin in late January and go
through April.

Most districts post the budget information on their
websites or will make copies available at the board office.
School board and budget election day is Tuesday, April 20
– four months away. It is time now for members of the
public to ask their local school boards how they intend to
use property tax dollars.

If you do not understand the expenditure, call the board
office and ask to speak to the business administrator/
secretary. You have paid them for their expertise, and you
are entitled to answers, even if it is “I don’t know, but I’ll
try and find out.” That’s the real “situation” in New Jersey.

See more letters on page 5
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Those Who Serve

Men and Women

In Uniform

Hometown

News

SPF-HS Graduate Cmdr. Hopkins
Discusses His Service in Uganda

Westfield National Guard Soldier
Trains with Japanese Defense Forces

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Day�and�Evening�Appointments�
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ

  TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

For Kids 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/09 WL 

For Adults 
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/09 WL 

MMMMMMMMaaaaaaaaxxxxxxxxiiiiiiiimmmmmmmmiiiiiiiizzzzzzzzeeeeeeee        yyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuurrrrrrrr        bbbbbbbbeeeeeeeennnnnnnneeeeeeeeffffffffiiiiiiiittttttttssssssss!!!!!!!!        
    

BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR BE SURE TO USE YOUR dental dental dental dental 

INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR INSURANCE OR medical SPENDING medical SPENDING medical SPENDING medical SPENDING 

ACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNTACCOUNT    BEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S ENDBEFORE YEAR’S END. 

    

Get two years worth of benefits 

by Starting treatment now! 

    

Use your Use your Use your Use your remaining remaining remaining remaining 2009 2009 2009 2009 benefitsbenefitsbenefitsbenefits    

and coand coand coand complete treatment with mplete treatment with mplete treatment with mplete treatment with 

available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.available benefits in 2010.    

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

CAMP CHITOSE, HOKKAIDO, JA-
PAN – Col. Magnanini: Soldiers from the
New York Army National Guard’s 42nd
Infantry Division and supporting com-
mands deployed here to Northern Japan
for the annual bilateral command post
training exercise Yama Sakura alongside
partners from the Japan Ground Self De-
fense Forces (JGSDF).

The JGSDF Northern Army hosts the
exercise, which includes representatives
of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
Army Reserve and Army National Guard
units from more than a dozen states be-
sides New York.

Deployed to Japan for the overseas
training is Lieutenant Colonel Robert A.
Magnanini, assigned to the 42nd Infantry
Division Tactical Command Post #2.
Magnanini is from Westfield and is the
personnel officer.

“This exercise proves the strength of
the long-standing relationship between
the U.S. and Japan,” said Lt. Gen. Ben-
jamin Mixon, commanding general,
United States Army, Pacific.

“In order to further improve our bilat-
eral response capabilities,” said Lt. Gen.
Takeshi Sakai, commanding general of
the JGSDF Northern Army, “I request
that you all make coordination between
our forces and make bold, daring attempts
to meet new challenges without fear of
mistakes.”

“We will prepare ourselves for future
threats and enhance our relationship, as

well as gain a greater understanding of
civil-military operations,” concluded
Mixon.

More than 5,700 personnel will par-
ticipate in the exercise. Yama Sakura,
which means “mountain cherry blossom,”
is an annual joint and combined full-
spectrum training exercise. Supporting
the 42nd Infantry Division in Japan are
approximately 120 Soldiers with an addi-
tional 50 soldiers deployed to Fort Lewis,
Wash. for exercise support.

Since its start in 1982, Yama Sakura
has focused on the refinement of bilateral
planning, coordination and
interoperability.

The exercise has four objectives: the
exchange of ideas, techniques, and mili-
tary experience; training U.S. forces for
deployment to Japan; the exercise of JSDF
and U.S. forces in the defense of Japan,
and preparation of USARPAC forces for
combined, multi-national and joint full-
spectrum operations.

The unit was expected to return home
to New York on December 15.

For more information about Yama
Sakura 57, visit the N.Y. National Guard
website at dmna.state.ny.us.

Teachers’ Unions Only Care About
Power Over Politicians, Not Kids

Letters to the Editor

Since the process of approving school
district budgets will start soon, I noticed
with interest a recent article in The Weekly
Standard describing the failure of Con-
gress to reauthorize a federal program
that gives low-income students in the
District of Columbia a choice to attend
private schools with the help of federal
tuition payment vouchers. The District of
Columbia is in the unfortunate position of
being governed directly by Congress.
(That is one of the limited powers of
Congress enumerated in Article II of our
Constitution.)

Over 3,300 poor students have been
able to attend private schools through the
federally funded voucher program. The
program provides vouchers for only a
part of private school tuition, not all of the
tuition. Students are not forced to partici-
pate; rather they can choose to do so in
order to get a better education and a more
solid footing to get ahead in life through
their own hard work going to school and
doing their homework.

The program embodies the best values
of America; the government gives people
who choose to participate a helping hand
that they can use, with hard work, to get a
leg up and have a better life. Unfortu-
nately though, this choice will soon be
taken away. The program expires this
year and has not been re-authorized by
Congress, even though it has had demon-
strable success in providing a better edu-
cation for the students who are lucky
enough to get into the program. So many
parents are desperate to get their children
into the program that there is a lottery to
get in.

The National Education Association
(NEA), which is the primary teachers’
union and lobbying group, has made it
clear to congressmen and senators that
the NEA does not approve of the program
and will work against any congressman
and senator who votes for it. Both Senator
Menendez and Senator Lautenberg are
anti-choice, at least when it comes to low-
income D.C. residents having a choice to
attend better schools. Earlier this year,
they both joined most other democratic
senators and voted against re-authorizing
the program.

The NEA and the American Federa-
tion of Teachers combined gave over $57
million in federal and state campaign
contributions in the 2008 election cycle.
The Center for Responsive Politics and
the National Institute on Money in State

Politics recently released data showing
that these two groups gave more money to
politicians than AT&T, Goldman Sachs,
Wal-Mart, Microsoft, General Electric,
Chevron, Pfizer, Morgan Stanley,
Lockheed Martin, FedEx, Boeing, Merrill
Lynch, ExxonMobil, Lehman Brothers
and Walt Disney combined. Yes, that’s
right; more than all of these big corpora-
tions combined.

We’ve heard a lot of bombast from
Washington lately on how evil some of
our corporations are because they make
profits. Oil companies, and financial and
insurance companies in particular have
been singled out as not making their fair
share of sacrifices for the public good and
that they ought to be subject to windfall
profit taxes so their money can be given to
people to pay their monthly household
bills. This is pretty much a direct quote
from candidate Obama last year.

What we haven’t heard is any com-
plaints about how much money – not to
mention time given making phone calls
and get-out-the vote efforts – unions,
lobbyists and political action committees
funnel into political campaigns to influ-
ence public policies — policies which
more often than not benefit only them, do
not represent traditional American values
and cost taxpayers money.

So, as we will shortly be asked to
approve what will undoubtedly be larger
school district budgets and higher real
estate taxes, we should keep in mind that
our unionized teachers pay dues every
month to the NEA and the AFT, and that
the teachers’ unions don’t seem to have
the best interests of students at heart.
Instead, what the teachers’ unions care
about is maintaining their political power
over politicians of all stripes who all too
often follow their marching orders and
put party politics and ideology ahead of
traditional American values and the inter-
ests of the people.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

KITGUM, Uganda – When a Scotch
Plains native stepped onto the orange-red
soil of this Central African nation, he
could have been walking into a National
Geographic special presentation. Sur-
rounded by Africans living in grass-roofed
mud huts that dotted the countryside, 550
American military members would bring
modern medical science and rebuild run-
down schools.

Navy Cmdr. Dennis Hopkins, a 1983
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, recently spent a couple of weeks
here supporting a military exercise that
focused on humanitarian assistance to local
Ugandans, along with cooperation between
American troops and five area countries.
Exercise Natural Fire 10 created friends and
partners from the nations of Burundi, Kenya,
Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda and the United
States in a remote, austere region of North-
ern Uganda, just south of Sudan.

Cmdr. Hopkins is a dentist with the 4th
Dental Battalion, 14th Dental Company,
Fort Dix, N.J. He came to this country to
share his technical expertise.

“I am here to provide dental care to
people who would otherwise not be able to
receive it,” said Cmdr. Hopkins. The exer-
cise was led by U.S. Army Africa, but
American participants included soldiers,
sailors, airmen and Marines from all over
the globe. Exercise highlights included
American doctors, nurses, pharmacists and
dentists working side-by-side with Afri-
can partner militaries and providing care
to more than 12,000 local Ugandans.

Two local schools and a hospital had
construction renovation
projects completed by U.S.
Navy construction special-
ists. American Marines
taught African armies non-
lethal tactics such as crowd
control, shared weaponry
and practiced peacekeeping
operations.

Cmdr. Hopkins and his
American colleagues
gained experience and
learned about Africans in
this remote place.

“Providing care to citi-
zens of poorer countries
helps form a trust and build
a bond that is necessary to maintain peace,”

said Cmdr. Hopkins.
The United States Africa Command

and its subordinate command U.S. Army
Africa are available to deploy to Africa in
support of a crisis. They exist to promote
security, stability and peace in Africa. In
recent years, Uganda has been subjected
to armed fighting among hostile ethnic
groups, rebels, armed gangs, militias and
various government forces that extend
across its borders.

Uganda is a host to hundreds of thou-
sands of regional refugees. Exercise offi-
cials said the exercise partner nations
have extremely capable military organi-
zations and that American and African
militaries are actively learning from each
other. Through experiences here, Cmdr.
Hopkins developed his own impressions
of Ugandan culture.

“Uganda’s people are very friendly,
but they are in great need of health care,”
said Cmdr. Hopkins.

Cmdr. Hopkins arrived in Africa with
expertise based on his military career. He
has completed 22 years of military ser-
vice. Although the backdrop to this mili-
tary exercise conjures visions of a place
fit for a safari, the Americans who made
their way to this remote African location
were much more likely to see a sick child,
a hammer or a defensive shield than a
monkey. But by helping locals who may
know where those monkeys are, a
strengthened cooperation between
peoples may help keep the region safe and
free, for those who prefer to enjoy its
natural beauty.

Garwood Lions Thank
Generous Public

The members of the Garwood Lions
Club would like to express our sincere
appreciation to everyone who supported
our recent Pancake Breakfast fundraising
event. Your continued generosity makes
it possible for Lions Clubs to not only
provide assistance with vision-related
projects but also with local youth activi-
ties as well.

We also want to thank our non-mem-
ber volunteer workers who show up every
year giving their personal time to man the
griddles – keeping the supply of pan-
cakes, sausage and bacon coming until
the last patron is served.

And, finally, a very special thank you
goes out to the owners and staff of the
Westwood for providing us with not only
a wonderful venue but also for their will-
ingness to go the extra mile assisting us in
overcoming some unexpected obstacles
this year.

We wish everyone a healthy and happy
New Year.

Pat Quattrocchi
Garwood Lions Club

Thanks to Those In The
Holiday Concert

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to thank Dr.
Thomas Connors and the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso, Kenneth Horn and the
Edison Intermediate Broadway Singers
for participating in our 19th annual Holi-
day Concert held on December 9, at Edison
Intermediate School.

We had over 150 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed
by The Community Concert Band and
The Edison Broadway Singers. It was a
perfect way to begin the holiday season!

Once again, thank you all for such a
wonderful performance. I look forward
to working with you again next year.
Happy Chanukah, Happy Kwanzaa and
Merry Christmas to all!

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Recreation Department

GOOD DEEDS…Eagle Scout Candidate John Lizzo (front center) with fellow
troop 77 scouts and friends installed six bike racks at Tamaques park on
November 28. There are now bike racks at the pavillion and at all the baseball
fields. Pictured are: Kendall Reid, Scoutmaster Steve Reid, Nick Roth, Geoffery
Ko, Alex Cruz, Evan Cordero, Paul Lizzo, Matt Gates, Assistant Scoutmaster
Dean Roth, Andy Xu, Corey Lipschutz and Neil Haggerty.

Uganda

What’s Hot, What’s New, and What’s Happening!

What’s New is the awesome line up of furniture that just came in for kids.  The

Bedroom Expo has it going on with everything from super cool space saver

beds in all colors and woods, to bunk beds, loft beds with stairs, captains beds,

trundle beds, sleigh beds, cottage beds, you name it we have it.  On top of that

we have our own line of furniture that is all hardwood oak or birch, dovetailed

drawers, roller guides, and extra thick drawer sides and bottoms designed to

last a lifetime.  Items such as computer desks in all sizes, bookcases, storage

beds, bunks, and over 100 other cabinets available.  The custom line also boasts

20 different stains, painted finishes, or distressed finishes.  Where do you get

these kinds of choices in today’s market at a fair price?

What’s Hot is The Bedroom Expo on Rt. 22, Center Isle in Union, N.J.  We have

everything you’ve always wanted in bedroom furniture for all ages, youth, teen,

and adult. With new collections arriving weekly, this is truly the store to shop.

What makes us so different from other stores stands out right away.  It’s our

philosophy of doing business.   The Bedroom Expo is on the rise and gaining

satisfied customers at a rapid pace.  Our work ethic is to do the right thing for

each and every customer on a one by one basis.  Our staff is not pushy and

won’t sell you additional products and services that you don’t need.  Integrity

is what we show day in and day out.  We offer free layout and design services,

free in home visits, free one year in home service on purchases, complimen-

tary beverages and candy for you and your family while you shop, quick deliv-

ery, and professional in home installation.  Integrity with our customers pre-

vails day in and day out.

What’s Happening now is The Bedroom Expo is opening up to the public their

Preferred Customer Sale, which is usually limited to existing customers or their

family and friends.  All items in the store are reduced in price, factory rebates

are being offered by many of the vendors, and to help with money around the

holidays….No Interest, No Payment financing plans are available.  So come

on...visit The Bedroom Expo, you will be pleasantly surprised.

2725 Route 22 (center island) Union, NJ

908-206-1505 • www.thebedroomexpo.com

Correction
The H1N1 clinic held last weekend

by the Westfield Regional Health
Department took place in Roselle
Park.

Devoted to only Bedroom Furniture for Youth, Teen and Adults

Brand names as well as our

own line of quality furniture

Dedicated to bringing a lifetime of

memories to your home

Our approach focuses on high quality

furniture, superior construction, backed

by the highest level of customer care

Free two year in home
warranty with this ad!!!

Visit us at 2725 Route 22 (center island)

Union, NJ • 908-206-1505

www.thebedroomexpo.com
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Master Gardeners Assist
At Y’s Men’s Tree Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Y’s
Men’s Club once again received some
welcome assistance from Master Gar-
deners of Union County during the
club’s 61st Annual Holiday Tree and
Wreath Sale.

On December 5, 14 Master Gar-
deners helped unload a delivery of
631 Christmas trees for the sale, which
has been ongoing since Thanksgiv-
ing and will continue through Wednes-
day, December 23. The sale is taking
place at the large lot on the corner of
Elm and Walnut Streets in Westfield.

Master Gardeners Joanne Krueger
and T.J. Karns also were on hand to
lend moral support and take photo-
graphs. Mrs. Karns has coordinated
with the Y’s Men to organize this
effort by the Master Gardeners for

the past three years.
“Both our Master Gardeners and

the Y’s Men are volunteer groups
whose mission is community service,”
she said. “The Y’s Men sell Christmas
trees and wreaths to raise money, then
give grants to deserving local non-
profit and charitable organizations,
including our Master Gardeners. We
reciprocate by volunteering to help
them unload their trees.

“It’s all part of our ‘Circle of Help-
ing Hands’ approach to community
service,” she added.

The sale hours are 3:30 to 9 p.m.
Monday through Friday, and 9 a.m. to
9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. This year’s
selection of fresh trees includes Fraser
Fir, Concolor, Douglas Fir and Balsam.
Sizes range from three-foot “table top”
trees to nine-foot-plus Fraser Firs.

“We give all trees a fresh cut to
take water. We also trim branches
per customer request, and vertically
drill the trunk for the tree stand.
Then we bale and load the tree on the
customer’s car or van,” said Yard
Boss Scott Rodger. “It’s a lot of
heavy work, so we appreciate volun-
teers from high schools and local
groups like the Master Gardeners.”

“I purchased a WYMCA tree stand
last year and it is the sturdiest and,
above all, the easiest tree stand that
we have ever used in our home,”
added Mrs. Karns.

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of
Union County is headquartered at 300
North Avenue, East, in Westfield. Its
gardens, located in the Watchung Res-
ervation, provide vegetables to food
banks and bouquets to cancer patients.
For more information on Rutgers
Master Gardeners of Union County,
call (908) 654-9854, extension no.
2240, or visit mastergardeners-uc.org.

MR. AND MRS. CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL GISMONDI
(She is the former Miss Haley Lauren Dupree)

Miss Haley Dupree
Weds Christopher Gismondi
Christopher Michael Gismondi of

Westfield and Miss Haley Lauren
Dupree of Bossier City, La. were united
in marriage on Saturday, May 23, at
seven o’clock in the evening at St.
Louis Cathedral in New Orleans, La.

The bride is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Kent Dupree, II
and the groom is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Nicholas Gismondi. The bride
was given in marriage by her father,
and the groom by his parents.

There was a traditional New Or-
leans police-escorted second line
from the cathedral to the reception.
The bride wore an ivory Reem Acra
gown with intricate antique beading
on the bodice and carried a large
bouquet of white peonies, some with
a slight shade of blush. The brides-
maids wore champagne, strapless,
floor-length silk satin gowns and
carried bouquets of roses in various
shades of white and peonies. Also
featured were hydrangea and orchids
in various shades of white.

The bride’s cake was a four-tiered
almond flavored cake with white fon-
dant icing, topped with peonies. The
groom’s cake was a two-tiered choco-
late cake with chocolate icing adorned
with chocolate covered strawberries.

The reception was held at
Latrobe’s on Royal in New Orleans.
A 12-piece band named Louisiana
Spice provided the entertainment.
Wedding favors included handker-
chiefs, embroidered or hand painted

with a fleur-de-lis to be used during
the second line. The bride and groom
left under sparklers in a horse-drawn
carriage. They spent two weeks in
Italy, visiting Milan, Florence,
Cinque Terre on the Mediterranean
coast, and Venice. They currently
reside in New York City.

A rehearsal dinner, hosted by the
parents of the groom, was held at the
Omni Royal Orleans on Friday, May
22. A jazz band provided entertain-
ment for the guests.

Showers were held at Rosie’s Wine
Bar in Westfield, in Shreveport, La.
and in New Orleans, La.

The parents of the groom, Mr. and
Mrs. Nicholas Gismondi, also threw
a second reception at Mosaico res-
taurant in Mountainside in early Oc-
tober for various friends and family
in New York and New Jersey.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, the groom graduated from
Tulane University in New Orleans,
La. in 2008 and from Emory Law
School in Atlanta, Ga. in 2009. He
will begin his career as an attorney at
Weil, Gotshal and Manges in New
York City in January 2010.

The bride is a 2007 graduate of
Tulane University, where she ma-
jored in finance. She also earned a
Masters of Accounting in 2008 from
the university. A Certified Public
Accountant, she currently is em-
ployed by PricewaterhouseCoopers
in New York City.

TREE’S COMPANY…Volunteer Master Gardener intern Tom Pickert and his
young friend Dan Cronin, a seventh-grade student at Edison Intermediate School
in Westfield, are lighthearted as they help unload 631 Christmas trees on
December 5 for the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club’s Annual Holiday Tree and Wreath
Sale, which will continue through Wednesday, December 23.

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor

December ��December ��December ��December ��December ��
  4:00 p.m. Children’s Service of the Nativity
  7:00 p.m. Family Service of Holy Communion
10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Holy Communion

December ��December ��December ��December ��December ��
 10:15 a.m. Festival Service
       of Holy Communion

December �	December �	December �	December �	December �	
10:15 a.m. Service

              of Lessons and Carols

Find Peace in a Non�Stop�Find Peace in a Non�Stop�Find Peace in a Non�Stop�Find Peace in a Non�Stop�Find Peace in a Non�Stop�

Come t� WorshipCome t� WorshipCome t� WorshipCome t� WorshipCome t� Worship
�� / 	 World  � � ��� / 	 World  � � ��� / 	 World  � � ��� / 	 World  � � ��� / 	 World  � � �

Fanwood Presbyterian Church

Martine & LaGrande Avenues, Fanwood
(908) 889-8891

Senior Pastor – Reverend David P. Jahnke
Parish Associate – Reverend Elizabeth Anderson-Domer

Music Director – Dr. Shelley Sanders Zuckerman
Youth Director – Caroline Unzaga

10:00 am Public Worship on Sundays

Christmas Eve
5:00 pm – Family service of Worship with Pageant

10:45 pm – Special pre-service music
11:00 pm – Candlelight Worship and Communion

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

–

–

–

–

Play ’n Pray Event
On Tap Saturday

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites fami-
lies with children ages 4 and under to
a special Chanukah Shabbat Play ’n
Pray event this Saturday, December
19, featuring music, maracas, pup-
pets and parachutes. The 30-minute
service, led by Student Cantor Vicky
Glikin, will begin at 10 a.m. and will
be followed by a free bagel brunch
and party in the temple’s playroom.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues. Its chapel is located around the
corner off of Marian Avenue. Attend-
ees are asked to enter through the door
on Marian Avenue marked Temple
Sholom. For more information, call
(908) 889-4900, e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

Presbyterian Church Plans
Choir Concert and Services
WESTFIELD – A Chancel Choir

Concert and three services on Christ-
mas Eve will complete the holiday
season at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

A holiday tradition, the annual
Candlelight Carols Service will be
held this Sunday, December 20, at 7
p.m. The Chancel Choir, which leads
the regular Sunday Worship services,
will perform music primarily from
the early- to mid-20th century by
Benjamin Britten, Harold Darke,
Herbert Murrill, Stephen Paulus, Tho-
mas Pavlechko, Francis Poulenc, Paul
Roberts, John Rutter and Dale Wood,
in addition to traditional holiday clas-
sics. Joining the Chancel Choir will
be congregational singing led by or-
gan, oboe and harp.

On Thursday, December 24, there

will be three Christmas Eve services,
beginning with the Family Worship
Service at 5 p.m. featuring the chil-
dren as actors recreating the scene in
Bethlehem. At the 8 and 11 p.m.
Candlelight Services, led by Senior
Pastor Reverend Dr. Ray Roberts, the
Chancel Choir will be accompanied
by organ, guitar and string quartet
under the direction of Jason Klein,
director of music.

All events will be held in the his-
toric church sanctuary, located at 140
Mountain Avenue. All of these ser-
vices and activities are free and open
to the public. For more information
on these or any other events and ser-
vices during the Christmas season,
call the church office at (908) 233-
0301 or visit the church website:
westfieldpc.org.

Harpist Merynda Adams
Plans Return to Library

Merynda Adams

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will wel-
come back harpist
Merynda Adams on Mon-
day, December 21, from
noon to 2 p.m. This pro-
gram is open to the pub-
lic, and there is no need
to register.

A graduate of the Man-
hattan School of Music,
Ms. Adams has been prin-
cipal harpist of The Or-
chestra at William Pater-
son University for the
past decade and has per-
formed frequently on the Lyrica Con-
cert Series. She also has performed

with the New York Grand Opera, New
Philharmonic, Plainfield Symphony,

Metro Lyric Opera, Op-
era at Florham and the
Northeastern Philhar-
monic.

Besides running an ac-
tive teaching studio, the
harpist is an Affiliate Art-
ist Teacher at Drew Uni-
versity and has been an
instructor of harp at Se-
ton Hall University.

For more information,
visit wmlnj.org, sign up
on the website to receive
the e-newsletter “Library

Loop” or stop by the library for a copy
of its quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Saturday, December19, 5-8pm
First Baptist church presents A Night 

In Bethlehem—a hands-on  
experience for all ages.  

Pre-registration is required.
Sunday, December 20

Children’s Christmas pageant  
during 10:15am worship 

Thursday, December 24, 7:30pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

(with music for meditation at 7) 
Childcare provided for all services. 

170 Elm Street/ 908-233-2278 
www.fbcwestfield.org 
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Take Time From the Bustle
To Love Those You Love

By THE REVEREND ANDREW
HAMERSLEY

We had a staff meeting the other
day to plan out the rest of this month.
Appointments and obligations were
popping like popcorn all over my
calendar when someone asked about
the staff Christmas lunch. I let out a
small groan. It is not that I do not love
our staff. I really and truly do. It is one
of the rich blessings of my life. It is
just that who has got the time to take
a couple of hours out of the second
busiest week of the year to go chill,
even with some pretty nice people?
(Don’t worry. We are going!)

My small groan about hanging out
with the staff for a little party signi-
fies that I need to get my head screwed
on a little straighter and maybe you
will be able to relate. When our sched-
ules start to run our lives, when the
urgent overwhelms the important,
when we feel besieged by all the
things we feel obligated to do for

others, even really nice others, then
maybe we are losing touch with the
heart of the holidays. In the long run
(and maybe this is just because I am
getting older), the thing I treasure
most about Christmas, after the litur-
gies, is simply hanging out with my
wife and our kids, who can be very
entertaining!

If Christmas is truly honored as the
Feast of the Incarnation, celebrating
God who became human, then it
seems to me that enjoying humanity
ought to be at the heart of any good
Christmas time. So it is my prayer for
people of all faiths during this busy
holiday season that in the midst of the
hustle and bustle of all that seems to
have to get done, you may find some
holy moments to look around you
and love the people that you love.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Hamersley is rector of St.

Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

St. Paul’s Church Invites All
To Services For Christmas

WESTFIELD – St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church will present three ser-
vices for Christmas, all of which are
open to the community.

The Family Service and Children’s
Christmas Pageant, featuring the St.
Paul’s Primary and Junior Choirs, will
be held at 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve,
Thursday, December 24. Children from
the Sunday school classes will enact
the Christmas story in word and song.

The Christmas Eve Choral Eucha-
rist will begin at 10:15 p.m. with a
Carol Sing, to be followed by the
Festive Christmas Eucharist at 10:30
p.m. featuring the St. Paul’s Parish
and Treble Choirs. Joining organist
and Choirmaster Charles M. Banks
will be a Brass Quintet and Percus-
sion consisting of musicians from
the New York City Opera and the
Metropolitan Opera House.

Works by Brubaker, Mendelssohn,
Nestor and Schubert will be heard,
as well as Christmas hymns and car-
ols. The Reverend Andrew C.
Hamersley, rector, will deliver the
Christmas Message.

The third and final Christmas Eucha-
rist will be celebrated on Friday, De-
cember 25, Christmas Day, at 10 a.m.
with a homily and carols of the season.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield, across from the munici-
pal building. For more information,
call (908) 232-8506, extension no.
10, or visit stpaulswestfield.org.

Sunday School Plans
Christmas Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Sunday
school of St. John’s Baptist Church
will present its annual Christmas pro-
gram this Sunday, December 20, be-
ginning at 8:30 a.m.

The program will consist of classes
from preschool to the senior class
telling the story of Christ’s birth. At
10 a.m., Pastor Kelmo Porter, Jr. will
deliver the sermon during the special
Christmas worship service.

St. John’s Annual Watchnight Ser-
vice will be held on Thursday, De-
cember 31, at 10 p.m. All are invited
to come and give thanks for the past
year and to look forward to the up-
coming new year.

St. John’s Baptist Church is located
at 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The public is invited to each of these
events. For more information, call the
church at (908) 232-6972.

All Saints’ Church Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All

Saints’ Episcopal Church has three
worship services planned for Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. While
the services will be different in style,
each one will serve as an opportunity
to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

On Christmas Eve, Thursday, De-
cember 24, the Family Service will
be held at 5 p.m. This “Service of
Lessons and Carols” will feature Bible
readings alternating with traditional
Christmas music to bring the Christ-
mas story to life, and will include
carols for the whole congregation to
sing. Visits from shepherds and an-
gels, wise men and kings will be
portrayed. The Youth Choir will lead
the congregation in song. Holy Eu-
charist will then be celebrated.

On Christmas Eve at 8 p.m., All
Saints’ will offer its Festival Service,

including music from the All Saints’
Choir, a sermon by the rector, Holy
Eucharist and the singing of “Silent
Night” by candlelight.

On Christmas Day, Friday, Decem-
ber 25, at 10 a.m., a quiet service of
Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with
a sermon by the rector.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, across from Park Middle School.
Parking is available behind the church,
accessed via Church Avenue to School
Place. Sohyun Ahn is the organist and
choirmaster. The Reverend Jane
Rockman is rector. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 322-8047 or visit the
church website, allsaints-spnj.org.

E x c l u s i v e  S w i s s  Te c h n o l o g y
a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  p h y s i c i a n s

www.NEOCUTIS.com
*Offer valid through December 31st, 2009. While supplies last. 
Not valid on NeoCare Bio-restorative Skincare Starter System. 
Valid only on purchases of $75.00 or more.

Get a discount for
your discards!

TAKE HOME SCIENTIFICALLY 
ADVANCED NEOCUTIS SKINCARE

PRODUCTS AT A DISCOUNT!

Receive $10 OFF the purchase of one
NEOCUTIS skincare product when you

bring in an old beauty clunker.

Buy two or more NEOCUTIS
products and receive $20 OFF!

PLUS, FOR A
LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Take home a one week supply
of a select NEOCUTIS product with

your NEOCUTIS purchase!

$50 OFF chemical peels
for the month of December!

Contact Lori at x 106
for an appointment.

ADVANCED DERMATOLOGY,
MOHS & LASER SURGERY CENTER, P.A.

240 East Grove St.
Westfield, NJ  07090

(908) 232-6446 

Turn in your beauty
clunkers today!

beautyclunker

Beauty

clunker

beauty

clunkers

Write whatever you want. We’ll publish it.
Effective, convenient and reasonably priced.

At your leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.com/express

Express Yourself

Rocker Rick Recht Is Due
At JCC Family Fun Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will present
a Family Fun Day on Friday, Decem-
ber 25, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. It
will be open to children of all ages, as
well as parents and other relatives.

The day will start off with open swim
in the JCC’s indoor pool, carnival games
and face painting. At 1:30 p.m., rocker
Rick Recht will perform in the
Eisenberg Gymnasium. Brunch also
will be available for purchase at the
JCC’s café, Kosher Korner.

The cost is $40 in advance per fam-
ily. There will be an additional charge
of $10 per extra person for extended
family such as a grandparent, aunt,
uncle or other relative. The cost at the
door will be $46 per family and the
extra person charge will still apply.

Family Fun Day sponsorships are
available for $100 per family. A spon-
sor family will receive complimen-
tary concert tickets and reserved seats

as well as a special “meet and greet”
with Rick Recht after the concert.

This event will be co-sponsored
with Temple Emanu-El of Westfield,
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim of
Cranford, Congregation Beth Israel
of Scotch Plains, Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains and Temple
Beth O’r/Beth Torah of Clark.

To purchase tickets or for more
information, contact Randi Zucker,
the JCC’s Family Program director,
at rzucker@jccnj.org or (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 253. Tickets also
may be purchased online at jccnj.org.

Celebrate Christmas
FAMILY SERVICE & CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

Thursday, December 24 at 4:00 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Primary & Junior Choirs

CHRISTMAS EVE CHORAL EUCHARIST

Thursday, December 24 at 10:30 P.M.

Carol Sing at 10:15 P.M.

with St. Paul’s Parish Choir & St. Paul’s Treble Choir,
Brass Quintet & Percussion

Works of Brubaker, Mendelssohn, Nestor & Schubert

CHRISTMAS DAY EUCHARIST

Friday, December 25 at 10:00 A.M.

with Homily & Carols

The Rev’d Andrew C. Hamersley, rector
Charles M. Banks, director of music & organist

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
414 East Broad Street in Westfield

(across from Town Hall)

Information:  908-232-8506, EXT. 10

 at St. Paul’s

Sing-Along to Be Held
At County Courthouse
ELIZABETH – Area residents are

invited to join with the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, the
county manager and many others to
celebrate a holiday tradition.

The 53rd Annual Christmas Carol
Sing-Along will be held at the Christ-
mas Tree in the Rotunda of the historic
Union County Courthouse at 10:30
a.m. on Thursday, December 24. All
are welcome. The courthouse is lo-
cated at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth.

Golden Agers Dinner
To Be Held Today

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Golden
Agers will return to Snuffy’s Pantagis
today, Thursday, December 17, at
11:30 a.m. for their annual Christmas
dinner and dance. Senior citizens who
are not members of the club may
attend by paying a nominal charge of
$25. The five-course meal will fea-
ture a choice of prime rib, fish or
chicken francese. The club meets
weekly on Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road
in Scotch Plains. For more informa-
tion on the club, call Marge Van Duyne
at (908) 889-4631.

MR. AND MRS. JAY BALL
(She is the former Ms. Erica Kyriakatos)

Jay Ball Marries
Ms. Erica Kyriakatos

Jay Ball and Ms. Erica Kyriakatos
were married on Saturday, May 23,
during an evening ceremony over-
looking Pleasant Bay at the
Wequassett Inn in Chatham, Mass.,
where the reception also was held.

The bride is the daughter of Anna
and Makis Kyriakatos of Edison, N.J.
and Kephalonia, Greece. She is the
granddaughter of Erika Marketos, the
late Zisimos Marketos and the late
Angelica and Stavros Kyriakatos, all
of Kephalonia. The groom is the son
of Barbara and Fred Ball of Westfield
and East Orleans, Mass. He is the
grandson of the late Joan and Jim
Burke of Westfield and the late Eliza-
beth and Frederick Ball of Cranford.

The Reverend Beth Scibienski, the
bride’s friend, officiated at the ceremony
and bestowed a blessing on the couple.
Angela Belitsis of Morganville, N.J.,
the bride’s sister, was matron of honor.
Katherine Ball Errecart of Seattle,
Wash., the groom’s sister, was his honor
attendant. Ushers for the ceremony were
Steven Burke of Summit, N.J., the
groom’s uncle; Michael Errecart of
Seattle, Wash., the groom’s new brother-
in-law, and Paul Belitsis of Morganville,
N.J., the bride’s brother-in-law. Viki
and Evangelia Belitsis, the bride’s
nieces, were flower girls for the couple.

The bride wore a Vera Wang organza

gown, and carried a hand tied bouquet
of cream and ivory calla lilies. The
attendants wore Vera Wang midnight
tea length gowns, and carried bouquets
similar to the bride’s. The flower girls
carried Nantucket baskets with rose
petals, and wore white organza dresses
with midnight sashes.

The bride is a 1994 graduate of
Woodbridge High School and a 1998
graduate of Rutgers University, where
she earned a degree in psychology.
She holds a master’s degree in psy-
chology from the Institute of
Transpersonal Psychology. She is
employed as a yoga instructor at Ex-
hale Studios in Venice, Calif. and as a
fashion stylist in Los Angeles.

The groom is a 1992 graduate of
Westfield High School and a 1996
graduate of Brown University, where
he earned a degree in organizational
behavioral management. He is an
actor, represented by Henderson-
Hogan of Los Angeles and New York.

The couple met at Satsang Yoga Stu-
dio in Westfield when the groom was a
student in the bride’s class. Following a
wedding trip to Bora Bora, the couple
resides in Santa Monica, Calif.

Fire Dept. Reschedules
Borough Santa Visit

GARWOOD – The Garwood Vol-
unteer Fire Department’s fire truck
escort of Santa around the borough
has been rescheduled for Sunday, De-
cember 20, starting on the south side at
noon. Santa will visit all the streets in
the borough for children to meet him.
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Bears, Panthers Showing Teeth, So Are Cougars and Tigers;
Highlanders Climbing Higher in Union County Wrestling

Joe Brady (Hwt) Cranford Cougars
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Subscription Form
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Maryalice Ryan
MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP, Sales Associate

Direct: (908) 928-9121
Cell:     (908) 917-5801

Email: maryaliceryan@comcast.net
Web: www.maryaliceryan.com

May your home be filled with the 
joy & laughter of friends & family

this holiday season!
If you are considering buying or selling a 
home, the time to act is now. The extension 
& expansion of the homebuyer tax credit 
program, along with historically low mortgage 
rates, make this a great time to purchase 
your dream home. Take advantage of this 
incredible opportunity 
to move up, downsize 
or own your own home! 
Contact me today!
209 Central Ave Westfield, NJ • Owned & operated by  NRT LLC.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kenilworth’s David Brearley Bears
and the Roselle Park Panthers are
loaded and are showing some mighty
big fangs, but the Cranford Cougars
and the Linden Tigers are also sharp-
ening their teeth. Governor Livingston
is also climbing higher in Union
County wrestling.

All weight classes are dependent
on certification and may fluctuate up
or down slightly.

BREARLEY BEARS:
The Bears return two wrestlers who

qualified for the NJSIAA tournament
in Atlantic City (AC) last year, in-
cluding Danny Reis and Anthony

Madonia, along
with Khusant
Taramov, who
placed eighth in
2008.

“Cranford has
a much-im-
proved and bal-
anced team;

Roselle Park probably has one of the
best teams they ever had in a while,
along with us. Balance-wise, we’re
going to be fine. Some of the younger
kids are going to fill in nicely in the
lineup. We always have been team-

oriented, and the kids know that. We
allow the individual success of the
wrestlers to take care of itself, and
those things come into play district
time,” said head coach Brian Luciani.

Top Wrestlers:
Anthony Madonia (Jr. – 112) UCT

and district champ, second in region,
AC qualifier and finished 32-8

Nick Lospinoso (So. – 125): 15-3
last year.

Allen Phillips (Sr. – 125/130) First
in UCT, second
in district and fin-
ished 22-14

Danny Reis
(Jr. – 140) First
in UCT and dis-
trict at 119, sec-
ond in region, AC
qualifier and fin-

ished 34-8
Devin Geoghagen (Jr. - 145) UCT

champ, second in district, fourth in
region and finished 22-8

Dillon Geoghagen (Jr. - 160) Third
in UCT, district champ and finished
24-12

Khusen Taramov (Sr. - 171)
Placed eighth at AC in 2008. UCT
and district champ last year and fin-
ished 28-6

Khasan Taramov (Sr. - 189) Re-

gion qualifier. Finished 22-13.
CRANFORD COUGARS:

The Cougars finished 15-5 last year
and return four district champs, with
Joe Giaccio, Kyle Markovich, Joe

Brady and Julian
Campo (215 in
2008), and they
have the capa-
bilities to fill all
the weight
classes. The
Cougars have the
bulk of its team
back, but face a

more stacked schedule this season.
“Not only do we have the teams

around here that are pretty solid, with
Roselle Park, Brearley and Rahway,
but we went out and picked up some
other teams that are pretty solid out-
side of the area just to challenge some
of these kids,” coach Darren Torsone
said. “I noticed last year that once we
got to the regional [tournament], we
haven’t been challenged as much as I
would have liked them to be chal-
lenged.”

Joe Brady (Sr. – Hwt): UCT and
District 11 champ. Second in region
to qualify for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment, Finished 28-4.

Joe Giaccio (Jr. – 112): Two-time
District champ. Won UCT title at
112. Finished 30-2.

Kyle Markovich (Jr. – 130): Two-
time District 11 champ. Finished 22-
8.

Julian Campo (Sr. – 215): District
champ in 2008. Placed second in dis-
trict last year. Finished 23-10.

Matt DiGiovanni (Jr – 135):
Fourth in UCT,
third in the dis-
trict at 135 and
finished 19-7.

JP Christiano
(So – 145): Sec-
ond in UCT at
145. Finished
20-8

Ian Henry
(So. – 112-119) could create some
static in District 11.

NEW PROV. PIONEERS:
The Pioneers can fill every weight

class and have,
“29 on the team
right now and 40
in the middle
school; biggest
group we have
ever had. [We
have] lots of ex-
perience overall
with two or three

of last year’s varsity wrestlers actu-
ally not making this year’s team,”
coach Gary Bremer said.”

Tim Terrezza (Jr – 119): Second
in District 12. Finished 20-13

Zach Troutman (Jr. – Hwt): Third
in the UCT. Won two bouts in the
region. Finished 23-12.

Andrew Tullo (Sr. – 215): Fin-
ished 18-12

Harry Laplanche (Jr. – 145):
Fourth in district

Hans Dansen (Sr. – 152): Fourth
in district

R. PARK PANTHERS:
The perennially

powerful Panthers
return a pair of
NJSIAA qualifiers
and can fill all the
classes with qual-
ity wrestlers.

Russell Benner
(Sr. – 152): UCT
champ (2008), sec-
ond in 2009, sec-
ond in Region 3 at
140. He finished
19-8

Matt Krynicki
(Sr. – 140): Third
UCT. He finished
24-11

Dennis Carroll (Sr. – 160): UCT
champ, second in Region, won two
bouts at AC. Finished 34-8

Jovanni Rameriz (Jr. – 103): Third
in UCT. Finished
23-12

Rich Westlock
(Sr. — 145): Fin-
ished 12-7

Frank Yuro
(Sr. – 189): UCT
champ, District
champ. Finished
28-6

Dan Pisauro
(Jr. – 119): Sec-
ond in UCT, Re-
gion qualifier
and finished 25-
10

Nick Longo
(Jr. – 135):
Fourth in UCT
and finished with

a 25-11 record
GL HIGHLANDERS:

The Highlanders finished 12-6 and
placed third in
the UCT. The
H i g h l a n d e r s
have a large
sophomore and
junior contin-
gent. “I’d like to
see us close the
gap with
Brearley, Roselle
Park, but we’ll be right there in the
county. We made a greater commit-
ment in the off-season, and hopefully
it will pay off,” coach Rick Iocono
said.

Mike Stepien (Jr. – 130): UC

champ at 103 and finished 34-5 in
2008. Placed second in UCT, was a
District 12 champ and finished 29-4
last year.

Anthony DeFranco (Jr. – 112):
Second in UCT
and district.
Finished 21-10.

Pat Eicher
(Jr. – 145): Sec-
ond District 12
at 135. Finished
22-10

Frank Colder
(Sr. – 189) Third

in UCT at 160. Finished 21-12
Joe Hoy (Jr. – 135) Finished 30-11

in 2008
SPF RAIDERS:

The Raiders have 53 in the room
and a few expe-
rienced kids.
“The kids know
what it means to
be a varsity
member and step
up. We have 53
kids on the ros-
ter, so they know
if they don’t do

their job, someone is right behind
them, wanting that spot, said head
coach John Scholz.

Tristan Bundy (Sr. – 125): Dis-
trict champ in 2008. Placed third in
the UCT and district last year to fin-
ish 24-7.

Sean Cannon (So. – 135): Placed
second in the district last year and
finished with a 19-15 record.

Keep and Eye on:

Josh Foote (Sr. – 145)
LINDEN TIGERS:

Under Head
Coach Anthony
Reinoso, the Ti-
gers had their
best showing by
placing a strong
fifth in the dis-
trict tournament
last year. The Ti-
gers finished 14-
7 and qualified

for the sectional tournament. Nearly
all of their squad returns and every
weight class can be filled. Several
classes are three deep in personnel.

Adas Aniukstis (Sr. – 215): Dis-
trict 11 champ at
189. Finished
31-9.

Austin Frank
(Jr. – Hwt): Sec-
ond in District
11, fourth in Re-
gion 3 and fin-
ished 31-11.

F e l i p e
Ramierez (Jr. – 135) Third in Dis-
trict 11

Travis Foster (So. – 152) Finished
with a 20-11 record

RAHWAY INDIANS:
The Indians have 50 remaining on

the roster and can fill all the weight
classes.

“I have about four or five real expe-
rienced wrestlers, who are going to
do well, and then we have a bunch of
rookies, who are working really hard.
We are young, and I think we are
going to have a good season,” said

Austin Frank (Hwt) Linden Tigers Tristan Bundy (125) SPF RaidersChristian Barber (135) WestfieldDennis Carroll (160) RP Panthers Russ Benner(152) RP Panthers

Devin Geoghagen
(145) Brearley Bears

Allen Phillips (125)
Brearley Bears

Matt DiGiovanni (135)
Cranford Cougars

Jon Acosta (130)
R. Park Panthers

Connor Gabriel (171)
R. Park Panthers

Rich Westlock (145)
Cranford Cougars

Tim Terrezza (119)
N. Prov. Pioneers

Andrew Tullo (215)
N. Prov. Pioneers

Nick Longo (135)
R. Park Panthers

Blue Devil Cagers Prep
For Conference Change

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition should be a lot stiffer
for this year’s Westfield High School
boys basketball team under the new
Union County Conference alignment,
which includes the addition of a game
against national powerhouse St.
Patrick’s and non-conference
matchups with New Brunswick and
Watchung Hills.

“The conference is a lot harder
now. We have two games each with
Scotch Plains, Elizabeth, Linden,
Union and Plainfield, and one with
St. Patrick,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Kevin Everly said.

Last year, the Blue Devils, who fin-
ished 10-12, won three of their last four
games, which included a 56-50 victory
over Watchung Hills on the final day of
the season. Despite the graduation of
three fine players, Tony DiIorio, Chris
Sheehan and Mike Lessner, the re-
maining players, led by seniors Pat
Sabitino, Jaraad Rogers and Hugo
Nolasco, appear up to the challenge.

Sabitino, from his center position,
bucketed 199 points and led the team
in rebounds with 138. “Pat is a very
athletic, skilled player. He is a lefty,
so it helps to block shots,” coach
Everly said. “Everything we do will
run through him. We will get the ball
to him a lot.”

Nolasco, a guard, came off the
bench last year and displayed fine

defensive skills. He is expected to
take on more responsibilities. “He
came off the bench and did a great
job. He is a good perimeter shooter.
He is able to attack and rebound also.
He is a very good team defensive
player,” coach Everly said.

Rogers, a point guard who also
came off the bench last year, was able
to control the tempo of the game. “He
is smart. He knows where he is sup-
posed to be. He makes good deci-
sions with the ball and is a good
leader,” coach Everly said.

Junior forward Ryan Hess came on
strong in the second half of last sea-
son to finish with 180 points. “He has
really matured physically. He has
worked hard in the off-season to de-
velop his skills. He is now a more
consistent three-point shooter. He has
the ability to pass and the ability to
create mismatches,” coach Everly
pointed out.

Junior guard Joe Kasmarsky, who,
according to Everly, “is a good scorer
and gym rat,” will add some strength,
as will senior guard Max Fusaro, jun-
ior guard Tim Younger, junior for-
ward Kadeem Noray and senior for-
ward Drew Margolis.

The Blue Devils will open at Union
tomorrow, Friday, December 18, at 4
p.m., then they will host St. Mary’s
on Tuesday, December 22, at 4 p.m.

“We have great kids, “ said Everly,
“We are looking forward to it!”

Jason Dent (152)
ALJ Crusaders

Joe Hoy (135)
GL Highlanders

Anthony DeFranco
(112) GL Highlanders

Probitas Verus Honos

Travis Foster (152)
Linden Tigers

Felipe Ramierez
(135) Linden Tigers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Wright Brothers Take to the Air
Kitty Hawk – December 17, 1903
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

You Never Know What
Will Come in the (E-)Mail

While the recent Westfield-
Phillipsburg football game was the
first meeting of the two high school
powers, Faithful Reader Jerry
Richards (WHS, ’65) wrote from
Toms River to tell us that as a sixth-
grader back in 1958, he was a mem-
ber of the Giants team from the
Westfield Boys Football League that
traveled out west to take on
Phillipsburg’s Steele Hill Midgets.

The game, on Sunday, Nov. 23, at
legendary Walters Park, came about
because Joe Wiendl Sr. of Westfield,
head coach of the Giants, was an
executive (for 52 years) at
Phillipsburg’s giant Ingersoll-Rand
plant and was friends with Steve Ringo
– the brother of P’burg/Green Bay
Packers Hall of Famer Jim Ringo –
who coached the Steele Hill club.

In addition to coaches Wiendl,
Grover Connell, Rod Cowles, Roger
Doyle and J.R. Keppler, the Giants’
roster included: Joe Balka, Russ
Barrett, Dick Benes, Tom Birming-
ham, Bill Bostock, Bill Bowen, Ted
Connell, Mike Cowles, Roger Doyle,
Tom Engle, Al Halsey, Bob Kass,
John Keppler, Dick Knapp, Jim Lin-
coln, Charlie Matino, Doug Reid,
Jerry Richards, Dave Siff, Bob
Stanbach, Ron Villa, Bruce Wallace,
Hudson Whitenight and Joe Wiendl.

Details of that game 51 years ago
are lost to the sands of time. There
were no write-ups in the local papers,
although Richards, who has a scary
good memory for these things, re-
members the score being 20-7, “but it
didn’t seem that close.”

“I don’t remember the score, but I
know they kicked our (butts),” Giants
co-captain Mike Cowles (’64) said
via e-mail from Pacifica, Calif. “Our
offense was straight-ahead run, run,
run. Mr. Wiendl and the other coaches
helped prepare boys to play on the
high school teams. He was tough on
all the players, but he was fair.”

From Giants co-captain Joe Wiendl
(’64) via e-mail from Stockton, Ca-
lif.: “They killed us, but it was a great
experience.”

Said Richards: “It was a cold, gray
day, and they had a kid named Ray
Beidelman who tore us up. And an-
other kid named (Kim) Richards who
was a beast. A great experience.”

The Giants finished 5-2 in the
WBFL, good for second place be-
hind the 7-0 Bears, who were
coached by former WHS all-state

end George Clarke (’45).
Connell went on to become a county

and state champion swimmer at WHS;
Cowles was a two-year point guard
on the basketball team; Doyle had a
couple of solid years on the baseball
team; Lincoln was the starting center
in football and a standout swimmer;
Matino was 12-5 and won the
Montclair Invitational as a senior 141-
pound wrestler; Richards was a de-
fense-first two-year forward in bas-
ketball; Wallace was a conference
and sectional champion pole vaulter,
and Wiendl was a two-way football
end, state champion wrestler and base-
ball standout. Beidelman and
Richards were both on the ’63
Phillipsburg varsity team but not
major contributors.

The WHS football team of ’63 fin-
ished 7-2, losing to Cranford and
Dayton Regional. Phillipsburg’s ’63
team went 7-1-1, losing to East Or-
ange.

From Faithful Reader Pete Cowles
(WHS, ’54) in Newport Beach, Calif.:
You still have a few people alive from
the ’50s who read your column. If you
want some starter names for “Best
Athlete of the ’50s”, here they are:

Isaac (Sonny) Bonneau, Nino
Carnevale, Bob Clotworthy, Miryan
Cuervo, Boopie Diaz, Len Dunkley,

Bob (Bones) Ericsson, Don Feeley,
Jody Freeman, Duke Gould, John
(Guts) Guthrie, Kenny Hite, Bob List,
Roger Love, Bob Marik, Dick Mootz,
Harris (Mo) Mosher, Curt Oertel,
Tommy Thomas, Jeff Torborg, Joe
Ventimiglia, Rich Ventimiglia, Lila
Webber, Jack (Doc) Wiley, Hugh
Williams and Herbie Wright.

“Mo” gets my vote; runners-up:
Joe V and Duke G.

Thanks for writing, Pete. That’s a
definite possibility for a future
“Devil’s Den”. And don’t forget:

Dave Anderson, Roger Anderson,
Terry Bentley, Charlie Brandt, Pel
Brown, George Buchanan, Walt
Clarkson, Chuck Cline, Herm Fisher,
Bill Fullard, Tom Gilson, Bob Haines,
Carl Hornung, Buddy Krebs, Bill
Lane, Dick LaRoza, Dave Leitz,
Dawson List, Jim MacBean, Rick
McGinley, Steve Minkel, Larry
Mullen, Frank Novello, Dan Pearce,
Jay Pierson, Mac Quigley, Tom
Richardson, Dick Schmal, Dwight
Stern, Dave Townley, Ken Welch, Pete
Wilday and Bob Wolfgang.

From Faithful Reader “Animal” Ed
Down (WHS, ’67) in Charlotte, N.C.:
I’d like to cast my vote as Athlete of
the ’60s for Bobby Flynn. Great com-
bination of speed and reflexes, and a
great desire to win! Of course, he

played varsity baseball and basket-
ball, but you probably didn’t know he
played goalie on the soccer team his
senior year with no prior experience.
It helped having two older brothers
who were also good athletes. As a
matter of fact, Jimmy Flynn wouldn’t
buy any of this. He’d vote for himself,
even though he went to Holy Trinity.

That’s my sentimental pick, although
(Dick) Stotler was a great athlete and
leader. I can’t believe “Toke” (Frank
Tokash) was even on the list, and you
can tell him I said so. Actually, you
should replace him with someone I
thought was special: Bill Backus. “Fos-
ter B” played football (all-state), bas-
ketball and probably could have played
golf. At 6-foot-4, 225 pounds, he had
great touch and hand-eye for a big guy.
No surprise his kid plays on Sundays
for the Lions.

A couple of other notes: These guys
were one-dimensional, but were the
best at what they did: John Ketcham,
Dave Perkowski, Steve McCoy, Greg
Chlan and Bob Felter.

I was sorry to hear about Jimmy
Rankin. Bobby Flynn (12 years old),
Freddie Byrne (11), Jimmy (11),
myself (11) and Paul Byrne (10) were
all on the 1961 Giants that won the
town World Series.

One last thought: Next up should be
Cheerleaders of the Decade! See how
many votes you’d get on that one.

From Faithful Reader John
Castellano (WHS, ’97): For the de-
cade of the ’90s, I’d go with Brian
Ciemniecki, a three-sport athlete and
a game changer. He was the fastest
white boy I’ve ever seen or played
with; teams actually game-planned
against him.

RUTGERS HOSTS UC SWIM
For the first time in over 70 years,

the Union County Swimming Cham-
pionships will be held at Rutgers
University on Jan. 30, 2010.

The first two county championship
meets were held in 1938 and ’39 at
RU’s old pool in The Barn, with
Westfield winning both. After a two-
year hiatus, a non-scoring county meet
was held in 1942 and 1943 at the
Elizabeth YMCA. The meet was
called off due to the war, and there
were no county meets until 1954,
when it was held at the Pingry School,
then located in Hillside.

After nine years at Pingry, the meet
was switched to the Westfield Y in
1963, when the Wallace Pool opened,
and it was held there until 1975, when
it was switched to the George Wash-
ington School in Elizabeth. In 1978 it
was moved to Elizabeth High School,
where it was held until this year.

Rutgers’ pool has plenty of deck
space for the teams, more than enough
seating for the fans and, in addition, is
probably the best facility on the east
coast.

WHS has won 55 of the 58 boys
championships – losing in 1954
(Plainfield), 1956 (Pingry) and 1999
(SP-F) – and 26 of the 32 girls meets.
While the WHS girls figure to win
easily, the boys competition between
WHS and SP-F figures to be the tight-
est since 1999, the year the Raiders
ended WHS’s 42-year county cham-
pionship streak.

IS IT JUST ME …
Or does anybody else wonder how

a team could have five first team all-
county players (as picked by the
county soccer coaches association)
and lose twice to a team with just one
first team pick?

TOP ATHLETES VOTING
Voting for WHS’s Best Athletes of

Each Decade (’60s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s,
’00s) ends tonight at midnight (9 p.m.
PST). Through Sunday, more than
475 votes had been e-mailed! Can we
reach 500? Better yet, since we’re the
Blue DEVILS, how about 666? To-
night is your last chance to stuff the e-
mail box with votes for your choices
as the top athlete in a specific decade,
or the best athletes – male and/or
female – for each of the decades.
Take a minute and vote now at
bj1019@aol.com. Every vote counts,
because some of the decades are ex-
tremely close, with only a couple of
votes separating the top people.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Mike,

the new owner at Westfield Subs,
goes to Lucas Cruz. The sophomore
bowler opened the season with a 720
series and followed it up with a 685
against Linden.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

KAPE GETS ALL-AMERICAN HONORS

Blue Devil Girls Nearly
Reached Top in Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite dominating the entire sec-
ond half, a hooking corner kick that
found the right head in overtime was
all that kept the Westfield High School
girls soccer team from dethroning No.
1-ranked Lenape in the Group 4 cham-
pionship game at The College of New
Jersey in Ewing on November 21.

This year, the Lady Blue Devils
won the Union County Watchung
Conference Division and the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 titles, were
ranked 11th in the country according
to ESPN sports.com and finished with
a 21-1-2 record.

“My one goal for this year was to
try and change the mentality of the
Lady Blue Devil soccer program and
infuse what I and the other coaches
[Kerri Anness, Chris Partelow and
Michelle Meglaughlin] thought was
necessary for success,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said. “I
wanted the girls to be able to tran-
scend ordinary effort every time they
stepped on the pitch; practice or
games. It was during our training
sessions that the girls recognized that
excellence was a choice. The girls
learned that no matter how talented a
team is or is expected to be, holding
each other accountable towards the

commitment of excellence is some-
thing that everyone must do every
single day of the season.”

Due to a fine blend of a very stub-
born defensive structure and an ex-
tremely aggressive offense, the Blue
Devils recorded 20 shutouts and out-
shot their opponents, 86-4.

Part of that stalwart defensive wall,
seniors Becca Kape and Julia
Spiridigliozzi, received numerous
honors. Kape, recognized as one of
the top-20 players in the state by the
New Jersey Girls Soccer Coaches
Association (NJGSCA), was selected
as a NSCAA (National Soccer
Coaches) All-American in addition
to the All-Section (AS), All-Union
County (UC) and All-Conference
(AC) First Teams. Spiridigliozzi, rec-
ognized as a NJGSCA Top-20 North
section player, AC First Team and
All-UC Second Team

Seniors Grace MacKenzie, Amanda
Markowski and Katie Esler, along
with juniors Hannah Kronick and Sam
Costello, received NJGSCA All-State
recognition. MacKenzie made the All-
UC First Team, while Kronick,
Markowski, Esler, goalkeeper Meg
Brody and junior Katie Ponce made
the All-UC Second Team. Markowski,
MacKenzie and Brody also made the
First Team AC.

“I was extremely proud of my cap-
tains this year, Grace MacKenzie and
Becca Kape,” coach Schmidt said.
“I’ve been coaching for nine years
and have seen many different types of
captains go through the soccer pro-
gram; however, I’ve seen only one or
two leaders. I can now add Becca and
Grace to my list. Becca and Grace are
one of the main reasons our team
found so much success this year.
Coaches will be using these two young
women as examples of extraordinary
leadership for many years to come.”

Markowski and Kronick tied for the
team lead in goals with 13 each, and
Costello netted 10. Markowski had 11
assists and Kronick had nine. Brody
yielded just two goals all season, as
did backup goalie, junior Gaby Gold.

“I’m also proud of the seniors. No
one ever wants a new coach their
senior year,” coach Schmidt said. “The
girls could have very easily gone
through the motions, but they didn’t.
These girls worked especially hard to
get to know the new coaches, the new
system and to try reach all of the high
demands we had for them.”

MEMORY LANE 2: On Sunday, Nov. 23, 1958, the Giants of the Westfield Boys
Football League played the Steele Hill Midgets at Walters Field in Phillipsburg.
Steele Hill won the game. Front row, from left, the Giants’ Mike Cowles and Joe
Wiendl, Steele Hill’s Kim Richards and Ray Beidelman; back row, Giants coach
Joe Wiendl Sr. and Steele Hill coach Steve Ringo.

Local High School
Boys Soccer Honors:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior Joey D’Annunzio
(Group 3 First Team) and Cranford
High School seniors Scott Boyer and
Pat Hartnett (both Group 3 First Team)
have been named to The Star-Ledger
All-State Third Team. Hartnett was
also selected All-Union County (UC)
Player of the Year.

Hartnett, Boyer Cranford Cougar
Pat Kaskiw (Group 3 Second Team),
D’Annunzio and Raider Mike
DelSordi (Group 3 First Team), along
with Westfield High School seniors
Ryan Heine and Joe Greenspan were
named to the All-UC First Team. Blue
Devils Ryan Jennings and Evan
Heroux, Raiders Matt Greaney (Group
3 Second Team) and Chris Freeman
and Cougar Nick Pace (Group 3 Third
Team) were named to the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Raider Anthjony Zukofsky
(Group 3 Third Team) and Cougar
Connor DeMars were named to the
All-UC Third Team.

Devil of the Week
Lucas Cruz

Bowling

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Octo-
ber 28, 2009, granted variance approval
from the requirements of 184-114 A, 184-
188 B and 184-163 A, for the construction
of a two-car garage on a non-conforming
property and circular 20-foot-wide drive-
way at property owned by Rajeev Chadda
and Tiscia Caruso at 241 North Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block 33
and Lot 3.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Rajeev Chadda
& Tiscia Caruso

241 North Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 12/17/09, The Times Fee: $20.40

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Additions / Alterations / Basements

Kitchens / Bathrooms

Quality Custom Homes

Begin your bathroom today and enjoy it next week

“We Pride Ourselves on Quality, Cleanliness and Customer Service”

castlebuilderz@comcast.net

Westfield 908-591-1904 Fully
Insured

License # 13VH01014800

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

PALADIN
Blown Insulation
Radiant Barriers

Solar Hot Water Systems

Ask for Bill

908-635-1376

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Lic.# 13VH03280900

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

 
 

 
    

*DESIGNATED DRIVERS
*ATLANTIC CITY

*MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS
*AIRPORT SERVICE

*NEW YORK CITY

CHAUFFEURS UNLIMITED

Your Car – Our Driver

40% Lower than Sedan Services

973-228-1888
Serving Tri-County Area Since 1989
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VENEZIA, MARKOWSKI, KNISELY NAMED CAPTAINS

Lady Blue Devils Anticipate
Competitive Season in Hoops

HENRY, BARBER, JENNINGS NAMED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Wrestlers May Be
Much Better Than Expected

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having graduated a very heavily
senior-dominated team that claimed
the District 11 championship and fin-
ished with a 16-2 record, the most
wins in school history, many would
have thought that this year’s Westfield
High School wrestling team would
suffer the growing pains of a rebuild-
ing season.

Although there will be some grow-
ing pains, the Blue Devils may not be
a pushover after all. With 42 wres-
tlers in the room and with the guid-
ance of five strong veterans, there
should be a lot of growth throughout
the season.

“We want to, obviously, have the
individual advance at the end of the

year, but I think we do have a team
here,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz. “The expectations, based
on what we graduated, are probably
pretty low for what we do in terms of
wins and losses, but I think we are
going to be a better team than people
are going to give us credit for. The
kids we are putting out on the mat are
solid.”

Veteran seniors Brian Henry and
Ryan Jennings, and junior Christian
Barber have been named team cap-
tains. With the additional technical
experience that sophomores Troy
Skibitsky and Mike Kalimtzis bring
to the table, a rapid learning experi-
ence could be in store for the newer
wrestlers.

Barber won the district tournament
at 130 his freshman season and cap-
tured the 135-lb crown last year. He

also came a takedown interpretation
away from qualifying for Atlantic
City and finished with a 27-6 record
to bring his two-year total to 44-15.
Barber is expected to compete at 140-
lbs.

Skibitsky placed second in the dis-
trict at 112-lbs after dropping a 7-5,
overtime decision to then undefeated
Cranford Cougar Joe Giaccio. He won
his first bout in the Region 3 Tourna-
ment and finished with a 25-9 record.
Skibitsky is expected to wrestle 125.

Despite weighing in at around 97
pounds all season, Kalimtzis used his
vast knowledge of wrestling skills to
place second in the district and finish
with a 21-9 record. Now, he actually
had to cut a few pounds to get to the
weight class, so he is expected to be

even more successful.
Last year, Henry came on like

gangbusters toward the end of the
season and stunned former District
11 and Union County champ Mike
Ridge (Scotch Plains-Fanwood) in
the 145-lb semis. He placed second in
the district and finished 13-12. He is
expected to remain at 145. Jennings
wrestled behind Barber last year and
will compete at 135-lbs.

Senior Bill Kim will remain at 171-
lbs, senior Chris Tomasso will com-
pete at 160, junior Erik Gozdieski
will wrestle at 152 and sophomore
Kevin Cascillo will compete at 130.
Some weight classes will be vacant
for the first portion of the season.

“The kids, who have returned with

experience, like Barber, Kalimtzis,
Skibitsky and Henry are wrestling a
lot better than they were at the end of
last year,” coach Kurz said. “The kids,
who weren’t big names but were in
the varsity lineup, have made big
strides. Last year, we counted on Bill
Kim to minimize damage. I think we
are going to be able to count on him to
score positive points this year. We are
going to be able to get Chris Tomasso,
Ryan Jennings, those kids to score
positive points. Kevin Cascillo is go-
ing to improve a lot as the season goes
on. We are going to be a better team in
February than we are right now.”

A very welcome addition to the
team has been an athletic freshmen
class that has been introduced to an
atmosphere of serious wrestling.

“We are going to
have some fun, be-
cause the work ethic
that we have been
developing over the
past year just con-
tinues to get better,”
coach Kurz said.
“These kids are
working as hard as
any group I’ve had.
The new kids are
picking things up
faster. The group of
freshmen is by far
the best group of ath-
letes that I’ve seen
in the room. Last
year’s group of se-
niors were awesome
kids. They were not
athletes.”

The Blue Devils’
schedule has been
bolstered quite a bit
with the addition of
p o w e r h o u s e s
Brearley, Roselle
Park, Livingston
and Somerville.

“It’s a good thing
for us. We would
waste our time go-
ing to Newark East

Side and Shabazz,” commented coach
Kurz. “I would much rather go to
Roselle Park and Brearley, and maybe
lose, but we are going to get better. I
am all for this new schedule.”

Westfield will open its season at
the Nutley Tournament on Saturday,
December 19.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Some changes have been made in the
schedule, since the dissolving of the
Watchung Conference at the end of the
previous school year, but the Westfield
High School girls basketball team is
excited with the change and look for-
ward to a very competitive season.

Shabazz, Newark East Side, Kearny
and East Side are no longer on the
schedule. Instead, the Blue Devils
have picked up a pair of games with
Summit and Rahway and another with
Governor Livingston to go with a
very tough early-season game with
North Hunterdon.

“It’s going to be interesting because
we are playing Summit [and] North
Hunterdon. It’s going to be nice. It
gives us more of a variety,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Joe Marino said.

In fact, unlike the 23-point thrash-
ing they experienced last December
from North Hunterdon, the Blue Dev-
ils gave the third-seeded Lady Lions
all they could handle in a narrow loss
in the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Tournament last
year to finish their season, 15-10.

“That was one of the best games we

played all year,” coach Marino said.
“What was nice was we did play toe-
to-toe with them until the end then we
had people get in foul trouble. That’s
what pretty much cost us the game.”

The Blue Devils did win the
Watchung Conference National Di-
vision title, but as defending Union
County Tournament (UCT) champs,
suffered a shocking 48-46, overtime
loss to Elizabeth in the first round of
the UCT.

“The girls want to be there again,”
coach Marino said. “We are hoping to
make it toward the finals in the coun-
ties and be competitive in the states.
We are well rounded. We have a great
bunch of kids. They are great to coach.”

Leading the way this year are se-
nior Tri-Captains Diana Venezia,
Amanda Markowski and Anne
Knisely. Last year, Venezia scored
245 points and led the team with 174
rebounds and 22 blocked shots.

“Diana was playing in the post po-
sition. This year we are moving her to
the forward position,” coach Marino
pointed out. “She has an outstanding
shot on the outside. She has matured
a lot. We are expecting a lot from her.”

Markowski will start at guard, as

will junior Danielle Miller.
“I am very pleased with Amanda.

She also has the speed, as well as shoot-
ing the shots from the outside. Danielle
sets the table. She looks for other people
on the court,” coach Marino said.

Knisely, who was very effective un-
der the boards, will work the center
position with seniors Gabby Cerami,
Nikki Aronson and Sarah Nelson, who
also were very effective under the boards.

Junior forward Katie Ponce, a two-
year letterperson, mixed it up well
and had good vision to be second in
assists with 59 last year. She scored
120 points, while pulling 72 rebounds
and snatching 39 steals.

“Katie is more of a slasher-type of
player,” coach Marino said. “Her
speed is awesome. She will be slash-
ing to the basket, as well as shooting
nice jump shots from the outside.”

Senior Nicole Bilaca is expected to
be a forward and junior Jesse Mondon
will play the guard position.

After opening at home against Lin-
den tomorrow, December 18, the Blue
Devils will travel to North Hunterdon
on Monday, December 21, then com-
pete in the Ridge Tournament on Sat-
urday, December 26.

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Whether wowing the audience with his singing or dazzling his real estate 
clients with his knowledge of the market, John Demarco always knows how 
to please his adoring fans. A veteran in Plainfield, Westfield, Scotch Plains, 
Fanwood, Mountainside, Cranford and Somerset County real estate since 
1983, John continues to give a winning performance when it comes to his 
expert service and results with more than $200 million in closed sales.

His dedication to providing the utmost quality service and marketing of 
residential and commercial properties has earned John membership among Coldwell Banker’s 
International President’s Elite (top 1% sales associates worldwide), as well as the company’s Hall 
of Fame and Distinguished Sales Club. He has also been a multi-time Gold Level member of the 
New Jersey Association of Realtors® Million Dollar Club and additionally holds the professional 
designation of Certified Relocation Specialist.

John’s love of people and properties shows through in his work and greatly endears him to all his 
clients. Besides the serious business of buying and selling real estate, which he handles with great 
flair, he also injects a sense of fun and humor into the process to alleviate stress, and make the 
experience enjoyable.

John Demarco, Sales Associate
Westfield East | 209 Central Ave | Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-5555 | Direct: (908) 301-2031 | Cell: (908) 377-7181
John.Demarco@ColdwellBankerMoves.com

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by 
NRT LLC.

Congratulations November
Associates of the month!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090
(973) 543-2552
ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Kimberley Haley
#1 Sales Associate

Frank Isoldi
#2 Broker/Sales Associate

Lisa Stafford
#3 Sales Associate

Some of your neighbors are our best producers!

Expect the Best from your 
Real Estate Professional

Harriet Lifson
Sales Associate

“ Serving the Discerning Buyer and Seller  
 with a Commitment to Customer Service”

Office: (908)-233-5555
Direct: (908)-301-2046  Cell: (973)-202-5380
Email: harriet.lifson@CBMoves.com

 
 

Westfield East Office 
209 Central Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

®

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2008
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330
E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

JAYNE BERNSTEIN
Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

151 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,750,000
BUILD YOUR DREAM ON 1.1 ACRES! Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage announce a
rare opportunity to create a custom home in an incredible setting:
1.1 acre of secluded property set in a clearing in the woods on a
serene private lane. Meet with the builder and customize you own
plan starting at 4,000 sq.ft. (Rendering for display only).

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

www.frankdisoldi.com
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

email: isre@aol.com
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

1914 Grandview Avenue, Westfield $699,900

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

Newly constructed Colonial with attractive front porch and open floor
plan including a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; gourmet Eat-in-
Kitchen, w/granite counters, center island and spacious pantry, open to
Family Room w/fireplace. The second floor offers 4 Bedrooms including
Master Bedroom. The finished basement with full bath completes this
very comfortable home. Great opportunity to own new in Westfield!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING FOR ANOTHER GOOD SEASON…Senior captains Diana Venezia, left, and Amanda Markowski, along
with Anne Knisely, are expected to lead the Blue Devil girls basketball team to another successful season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO LEAD BY EXAMPLE…Five talented Blue Devil matmen are ready to lead by example.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Troy Skibitsky and Mike Kalimtzis; back row, Brian Henry,
Ryan Jennings and Christian Barber.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Mary McEnerney has been a mainstay and top achiever in the Westfield, 
NJ real estate market for over 30 years. A 35 year resident, Mary has 
sold more than $300 million in real estate in the Westfield area. As such, 
she has seen the real estate market survive through good times and bad.

Throughout her career, Mary has been the repeated recipient of the New 
Jersey Association of Realtors® Circle of Excellence Sales Award (1997-2007) as well as a 
Circle of Excellence Gold award winner every year for the same time period. She has always 
ranked among the Top Producers in her office, the #1 Coldwell Banker office in the New 
York Metro area for 20 years and counting. Holding Senior Real Estate Specialist (SRES), 
Relocation Specialist, Certified Residential Specialist (CRS), and Graduate of the Real Estate 
Institute (GRI) designations, Mary is also among a select group of Previews® Specialists 
in New Jersey.

“Mary possesses warmth, compassion and knowledge that are truly incomparable. It is 
no wonder that 90 percent of Mary’s business comes from referral-based relationships. 
Considering herself more a counselor than a salesperson, she has in her career achieved 
coveted awards that attest to the attentiveness of her service, and the quality of her 
results,” said Michael Scott, Manager.

Mary McEnerney, Sales Associate
Westfield East | 209 Central Ave | Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-5555 | Direct: (908) 301-2052 | Cell: (908) 578-8198
Mary.McEnerney@ColdwellBankerMoves.com

COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. 
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.
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Bears, Panthers Show Teeth, So Are Cougars, Tigers; Highlanders Climb Higher in UC Wrestling
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on July
13, 2009, granted variance approval from
the requirements of 184-110(E)(9) and
184-110(E)(4) for property owned by
Hassan Diwane at 188 South Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, New Jersey, being Block
108 and Lot 5.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Hassan Diwane
188 South Martine Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 12/17/09, The Times Fee: $17.34

head coach Fred Stueber, who added.
“I have two or three surprises I think
people will be excited about in
Rahway.”

Urayoan Garcia (Jr. – 215): Dis-
trict 11 champ.
Fourth in Region
3. Finished 21-5

Diego Chavez
(Jr. – 145): Dis-
trict 11 champ at
145. Finished
23-12

T.J. Disney
(Sr. – 160): 13-7

record
James Caldwell (Sr. – 171): Dis-

trict 11 champ in 2008, second last
year and finished 17-12

ALJ CRUSADERS:
Head Coach

Eric Swick and
Assistant Coach
Rick Ortega have
a small group of
16 Crusaders,
mostly inexperi-
enced.

“We have a
wide range of

abilities and experience. We are try-

ing to have our more experienced
guys act as role models. Hopefully
the less-experienced guys will learn
[from them],” said coach Swick. “But
we have to keep our experienced guys
at a high level.”

Tim Scherer (Sr. – 112): Placed
fourth in UCT at 112

Brandon Santos (Jr. – 145): Sec-
ond in District 12 at 112 in 2008.
Wrestled 125 last year.

Keep an Eye on:
Dennis Funk (Jr. – 171), Matt

Golias (Sr. – 215)
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:
The Blue Devils graduated a se-

nior-dominated
team headed by
two-time District
11 champion and
state qualifier
senior John
Barnes.

“The expecta-
tions, based on
what we gradu-
ated, are prob-

ably pretty low for what we do in
terms of wins and losses, but I think
we are going to be a better team than
people are going to give us credit for.

The kids we are putting out on the mat
are solid,” said head coach Glen Kurz.

Christian Barber (Jr. – 140): Dis-
trict 11 champ at
130 his freshman
season and cap-
tured the 135-lb
crown last year.
He came a
takedown inter-
pretation away
from qualifying
for AC and fin-

ished with a 27-6.
Troy Skibitsky (So. – 125): Placed

second in the district after dropping a
7-5, overtime decision to then-unde-
feated Cranford Cougar Joe Graccio.
He won his first bout in the Region 3
Tournament and finished 25-9.

Mat Community Note:
The Roselle Park wrestling

team will host Governor
Livingston on Wednesday, De-
cember 23, at 7 p.m. The match
has a special meaning because it
will include a memorial to Re-
gion 3, 135-lb champion An-
thony Casselli, who was killed
in an auto accident on March
14, 2009.

Anthony Casselli – Roselle Park

Josh Foote (145)
SPF Raiders

Sean Cannon (135)
SPF Raiders

Matt Krynicki (140)
R. Park Panthers

Frank Yuro (189)
R. Park Panthers

Mike Kalimtzis (103)
Westfield Blue Devils

Troy Skibitsky (125)
Westfield Blue Devils

Mike Stepien (130)
GL Highlanders

JP Christiano (145)
Cranford Cougars

Joe Giaccio (112)
Cranford Cougars

Khusen Taramov
(171) Brearley Bears

Danny Reis (140)
Brearley Bears

Omar Shehaiber
(171) Union Farmers

Zack Troutman (Hwt)
N. Prov. Pioneers

Pat Eichner (145)
GL Highlanders

Frank Colder (189)
GL Highlanders

Brendan Santos (145)
ALJ Crusaders

Diego Chavez (145)
Rahway Indians

Urayoan Garcia (215)
Rahway Indians

Adas Aniukstsis
(215) Linden Tigers

Khasan Taramov
(189) Brearley Bears

Anthony Madonia
(112) Brearley

Dan Pisauro (119)
R. Park Panthers

Julian Campo (215)
Cranford Cougars

Matt Golias (215)
ALJ Crusaders

Mike Kalimtzis (So. – 103): De-
spite weighing around 97 pounds all
season, he used his vast knowledge of
wrestling skills to place second in the
district and finish 21-9.

Brian Henry (Sr. – 145): Henry
came on like
gangbusters to-
ward the end of
the season and
stunned former
district champ
and Union
County champ
Mike Ridge
(Scotch Plains-
Fanwood) in the

145-lb semis. He placed second in the
district and finished 13-12.

Ryan Jennings (Sr. – 135): Com-
peted behind Barber last year. Will be
strong.

Tim Scherer (112)
ALJ Crusaders

Brian Henry (145)
Westfield Blue Devils

Ryan Jennings (135)
Westfield Blue Devils

John Sedillo (152)
Union Farmers

Kris Florendo (169)
Union Farmers

Rashaan Richardson
(189) Union Farmers

UNION FARMERS:
The Farmers, under first-year and

former Seton
Hall Prep Head
Coach Dino
DeBellonia, are a
work in progress.
“The goal is to be
as competitive as
we can in the con-
ference. We have
a lot of youth and
a good mix of se-

niors, who are willing to show some
leadership with the hope that we can

turn the program
around and bring
it back where it
was many years
ago, one of the
top teams in Re-
gion 3,” said
DeBellonia.

Kyle Crowley
(Sr. – 215/Hwt):

Region 3 qualifier
Look out for:

John Sedillo (Jr. – 152), Rashaan
Richardson (Sr. – 189), Omar
Shehaiber (So. – 171), Kristopher
Florendo (Jr. – 160)

Note: Plainfield junior Dawud
Hicks (160) placed second in the
UCT, third in R3 and finished 33-5.

Fred Lecomte contributed to this
article.

BUNDY, CANNON FOOTE TO LEAD

Raider Matmen Have
Numbers, Young Group

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It could be considered a rebuilding
year for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School wrestling team, since
there are only a handful of very expe-
rienced matmen, but with 53 boys in
the room, the future may be on the
upswing.

“We are going to fill every weight
class. The kids know what it means to
be a varsity member and step up,”
Raider Head Coach John Scholz said.
“We have 53 kids on the roster, so
they know if they don’t do their job,
someone is right behind them, want-
ing that spot.”

One spot that is carved in stone will
be at 125-lbs, where senior Tristan
Bundy, a District 11 champ at 119 in
2008, is set to have a banner season.
Presently, his career varsity record is
71-32, so 100 career victories is in
sight.

“Tristan wrestled in the off-season.
He is doing everything that we are
asking of him. He is learning new
things. He’s great on his feet. He is
escaping forcefully on bottom. He is
stepping up to that next level. Keep
your eye on him because if you blink,
you are going to miss what he does,”
coach Scholz warned.

Sophomore Sean Cannon turned
on the burners toward the end of the
season and placed second in District
11 at 125-lbs. This season, he will
wrestle 135.

“Sean looks better than he did last

year. In the district finals last year,
you really saw the true Sean Cannon
come out. He comes in the room with
no nonsense,” coach Scholz said.

Senior Josh Foote, who was unable
to wrestle in the districts last year, is
expected to compete at 145-lbs.

“He is looking good in scrimmages.
He’s very tough on his feet. He’s
tough to take down. He has an unor-
thodox style, and it’s hard to wrestle
him,” said coach Sholz.

Sophomore Mike Steinfield came
one point away from qualifying for
the Region 3 Tournament last year.
He will compete at 140-lbs

“He’s right where he’s supposed to
be,” coach Scholz said. “He’s incred-
ible on top. He’s like a cobra. He is
hungry this year.”

With the return of senior Jawan
Gaines at 130/135, the Raiders’
middleweight classes should be pretty
solid.

“If he’s focused and keeps his con-
trol, I think good things will happen
to him,” said coach Scholz.

Other weight classes could include:
freshman Lukas Cimafonte (103),
sophomore Danny Cardoza (112),
sophomore Dion Natale (125), junior
Shane Squire (130), sophomore Luke
Vuono (152), junior Sebastian Rosen
(152), senior Scott Turchin (152),
sophomore John Devia (152), seniors
Brian Laspe or Luke Mineo at 171,
sophomores Andrew Jacobs or Mike
McFarlane at 189, freshman Anthony
Turfaro or Neville Hall at 215 and
senior Kevin Basso at heavyweight.

“Looking down the road, we look
good. Looking down the road, I’m
happy,” coach Scholz said.

UC Rugby Footballers Take
NY 7s U19 Championship

WF ‘Y’ A Swim Girls Beats
OCY A Swim Team, 110-98
The Westfield Y Girls A swim team

beat the hosting Ocean County ‘Y’
girls A swim team, 110-98, on De-
cember 5.

8U: Julia DeBenedetto got third in
the 50-free. Jenna Daniel won the 25-
breast and took third in the 25-fly.
Keeley Thompson (50-free, 25-back)
touched second. Amanda Pyle (25-
breast, 25-fly) placed second.

9-10: Shannon Pyle won the 100-
free and 50-fly. Mackenzie Smith
placed first in the 50-breast. Emma
Reilly (50-back) and Emily Oster

(100IM) touched second. Muriel
Maloney (100-free) and Jessie Trinkle
(50-fly) placed third.

11-12: Courtney Day (100-free, 50-
fly), Audrey Picut (50-breast) and
Emma Phillips (50-back) placed sec-
ond. Caroline Basil touched third in
the 200IM and 50-breast. Basil, Elise
Morano, Gwen Devin and Day won
the 200-medley relay.

13-14: Carly Whitmer (200-free)
and Becky Zhang (100-breast) placed
first. Erika Daniel placed first in the
100-fly and third in the 100-breast.
Audrey Bangs (100-back) and Caitlin
Carroll (200IM) placed second.
Catherine Kerr (200 free) and Allie
McBrearty (100-back) took third.
McBrearty, Daniel, Whitmer and
Zhang won the 200-medley relay.

15-18: Meredith Smith in the
(200IM), Suzanne Lemberg (200-
free), Abby Pires (100 breast) and
Carly Whitmer (200-fly) touched first.
Maeve Maloney in the (100-back) and
Elaine Anderson (100-breast) placed
second. Kylie Bangs (100-back) and
Summer Thomas (200-fly) took third.
Smith, Pires, Lemberg and Meg
Kaveney won the 200-medley relay.

Greg Mika, Connor Leahey,
Cameron Burke and Pat Taranto, all
Union County Football Club U19s
(UCRFC), were joined by Matt
Leonard and Mat Benedetto (Fairfield
Prep), Connor Welles, Andrew Abt
and Will Mendelsohn (Harvey
School) and Matt Nesi (Long Island
Colts) to play in the U19 boys divi-
sion of the NY 7s.

After defeating St Peter’s Prep, 40-
0, in their first pool game, the U19s
beat a team from Quebec, Canada,
31-14, in the second match. In their
final pool match, the U19s handled
Camden U19s, 24-0, to set up a match
against powerhouse and defending
champs Xavier of New York in the
Cup final.

Union opened the scoring as Cam
Burke scored in the corner. A few
minutes later, Connor Welles scored
under the posts. Matt Leonard con-

verted to make the score 12-0. Xavier
answered with a try and conversion
and looked ready to tie the match
when an Xavier ball-carrier beat the
defense. As he went to touch down,
Leahey made a huge tackle from be-
hind, causing a knock on that Abt
scooped up and headed toward the
other try zone.

A dangerous tackle stopped Abt
but resulted in a yellow card to Xavier
and a penalty kick for Union.
Benedetto scored a try off the penalty
kick and Leonard converted making
the score 19-7. Abt sealed the victory
with a smashing run through and past
the Xavier defense and Leonard con-
verted to earn Union the champion-
ship.

For more information about
UCRFC, also known as the Mud
Turtles, please visit
www.mudturtlerugby.net/index.php.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
Planning Board Meeting of the Township
of Scotch Plains held on December 7,
2009, the Board adopted the Resolution of
Theodore Schiller, Keyra Torkildsen and
Anthony Hellwig for approval of a lot line
adjustment for Block 15303, Lots 22 and
7.02.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board, Munici-
pal Building and available for public in-
spection during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board

1 T - 12/17/09, The Times Fee: $15.81

Local High School
Boys X-C Honors:

Westfield High School Head Coach
Jack Martin has been named The Star-
Ledger 2009 Boys Cross-Country
Coach of the Year. The Blue Devil boys
won the Union County Conference
Watchung Division, the Union County
and the Group 4 titles and finished fifth
at the Meet of Champions.

Blue Devil Jack Leahy and Raider
Alex Parker were named to the Sec-
ond Team in Group 4 and Group 3,
respectively, and Blue Devil Ryan
Scrudato was named to the All-Group
4 Third Team. Leahy, Scrudato and
teammate Andrew Kirna, and Parker,
along with Union Catholic Viking D.J.
Thornton, the All-Union County (UC)
Runner of the Year, were named to the
All-UC First Team. Blue Devils Tyler
Cusick, Mike Kelley, John Kirna and
Zach Lizmi, Raider Brendan Wheeler
and Vikings Mike Cahill and Kevin
Mulligan were named to the All-UC
Second Team. Cranford Cougars John
Powasnik, Jeff Sun and Will Smith,
along with Raider Vidhan Malik were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Local High School
Volleyball Honors:

Union Catholic Viking Emily
Wilman has been named to The Star-
Ledger All-State Second Team and
All-Non Public (NP) and All-Union
County (UC) First Teams, as well as
being named All-UC Player of the
Year. Cranford Cougar Meghan
Bartsch was selected to the All-State
Second Team, and All-Group 2 and
All-UC First Teams

Vikings Colleen Sweeney and Julie
Monroy were named to the NP and
All-UC First Teams and teammates
Catie Finnegan and Gerianna Pinto
were named to the NP and All-UC
Second Teams. Cougar Kristin Rupp
was named to the All-Group 2 Sec-
ond Team and All-UC First Team.
Cougar Kaitlyn Irwin was named to
the All-Group 2 Third Team and All-
UC Second Team. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider Kim Wenson was
named to the All-UC First Team.
Raider Becky Brand and Westfield
Blue Devil Lisa Nehring were named
to the All-UC Second Team, while
Cougars Alex Bizub and Sarah Barry
were named to the All-UC Third
Team.

RUGBY CHAMPS…The Union County Rugby Football Club recently won the
NY 7s U19 title. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Greg Mika, Connor Welles,
Mat Benedetto and Andrew Abt; standing, Coach Taranto, Cameron Burke, Will
Mendelsohn, Matt Leonard, Pat Taranto, Connor Leahey, Greg Nesi and Coach
Maccubbin.

T.J. Disney (160)
Rahway Indians

Wrestling Page Online:
Dave Corbin’s entire Union

County breakdown has been
displayed on Page 3 just after
the Online Exclusive Cougar
pages – www.goleader.com – Go
to bottom of main page – Click
Cougar Pages.

SPF PAL Kids Earn
Medals at Mat Tourney

Five wrestlers for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood PAL Raiders wrestling team
earned medals at the Union County
Brawl Tournament that was held this
past Sunday at Cranford High School.

In a tournament that attracted wres-
tlers from around the county in grades
K-6, Justin Sidebottom was the top
finisher for the Raiders, placing sec-
ond at 53-lbs. Matt Oslislo (95-lbs)
and Jack Cannon (73-lbs) placed third.
Alex Oslislo, Matt’s younger brother,
was fourth at 70-lbs and Kyle Robinson
finished fourth at 50 pounds.

Local High School
Girls X-C Honors:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Kathleen Leeper and
Cranford Cougar Bridget Miller have
been named to The Star-Ledger All-
Group 3 Second Team and All-Group
2 Third Team, respectively, and both
were named to the All-Union County
(UC) First Team. Westfield Blue Devil
Alyssa Hatch, Cougar Megan Byrnes
and Union Catholic Viking Jenna Socci
were named to the All-UC Second
Team. Raiders Laura Bruce and Ali
Pearl, and Viking Grace Kelly were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Local High School
Girls Soccer Honors:
Westfield High School senior Becca

Kape has been selected to The Star-
Ledger All-State, All-Group 4 and
All-Union County (UC) First Team,
as well as being named UC Player of
the Year. Westfield Head Coach Alex
Schmidt was named UC Coach of the
Year.

Blue Devil Grace Mackenzie was
named to the All-State Second Team,
and All-Group 4 and All-UC First
Teams, and Cranford Cougar Jen
Folger was named to the All-State
Third Team, and All-Group 3 and
All-UC First Teams. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders Delia McGee and
Sarah Canfield were named to the
All-Group 3 Second Team and All-
UC First Team. Cougar Taylor
D’Antico was named to the All-Group
3 Second Team and All-UC First
Team. Blue Devil Katie Ponce was
named to the All-UC First Team and
teammates Amanda Markowski and
Katie Esler, along with Cougar Natalie
Englese was named to the All-UC
Second Team. Blue Devils Julia
Spiridigliozzi, Meg Brody and
Hannah Kronick, Raiders Avika Shah
and Emily Nagourney, Cougar Lauren
Grandel and Union Catholic Viking
Coleen Mulkern were named to the
All-UC Third Team.

Blue Devil Girls Dunk
Highlander Swimmers
The Westfield High School girls

swim team defeated Governor
Livingston, 108-62, in Berkeley
Heights on December 8.

Jessica Cronin, Elaine Anderson,
Megan Kaveny and Emily Budnick
won the 200-medley relay with a time
of 2:00.11, while Kylie Bangs, Becky
Zhang, Megan Meyers and Margaux
Flescher touched third at 2:03.9.
Loren Ball and Courtney Han touched
2-3 in the 200-freestyle with respec-
tive times of 2:09.34 and 2:17.34.
Suzanne Lemberg and Anderson
touched 1-2 in the 200 IM with re-
spective times of 2:20.8 and 2:26.21.
Smith and Catherine Kerr placed 1-3
in the 50-free with respective times of
26.13 and 27.57. Meyers placed sec-
ond in the 100-butterfly at 1:09.28.
Kaveney and Ellie Reinhardt touched
1-2 in the 100-free with times of
59.47 and 1:00.46.

Ally Rose and Lauren Hughes
placed 2-3 in the 500-free with times
of 5:54.57 and 6:09.94. Maeve
Maloney, Kerr, Kaveney and Smith
took first in the 200-free relay at
1:45.79, and Anna Fetter, Megan
Boersig, Budnick and Lemberg took
second at 1:45.83. Oria Alexander at
1:06.62, Kelsey Wilson at 1:08.28
and Reinhardt at 1:09.51 swept the
100-backstroke. Fetter and Meyers
placed 2-3 in the 100-breaststroke
with respective times of 1:13.61 and
1:17.58. Cronin, Zhang, Flescher and
Rose touched first in the 400-free
relay at 4:03.59, and Kate Heffernan,
Michasle Cavanaugh, Emily Smith
and Krysta Huber touched third at
4:11.76.

WF PAL Gets 9 Medals
At Wrestling Tourney
The Westfield PAL Wrestling Cen-

tral Jersey grade school team had a
successful tournament at the third
annual Union County Brawl held at
Cranford on December 13.

The team sent 15 wrestlers to the
tournament, and nine took home med-
als. Vincent DiFilippo won his weight
class. Jack Miller took second. CJ
Composto, Jarek Gozdieski and
Walter Peregrim took third. Zach
Composto, Jack DiFilippo, Ishmael
Glasco and Alistair Kapadia took
fourth. Honorable mention goes to
Chris Hoerle, who won three matches
in a very large bracket but fell one win
short of a medal.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolutions at its December 14, 2009
meeting for the following applications heard
at its November 9, 2009 meeting:

David & Jaren Wright, 712 Oak Av-
enue, Applicant sought an extension of
variance approval memorialized Decem-
ber 10, 2007 and extended to December
8, 2008, to construct an addition contrary
to Sections 12.04F1 and 12.04F3 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Application approved
with conditions.

Kenneth Dannevig, 210 Ross Place,
Per Section 19.06 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance, applicant sought certification that
the three-family dwelling is a legal non-
conforming use (grandfathered). Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 12/17/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON TOP CONTROL…Raider Tristan Bundy works top control on
Jawan Gaines during a practice session on December 11. Bundy needs 29 more
wins to break the 100-career-victory mark.

Online Cougar Exclusive:
For Cranford High School sports,

check out the Online Exclusive Cou-
gar pages at – www.goleader.com –
Go to bottom of main page – Click
Cougar Pages.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
GRIER, GOODE, TROTTER, GREEN, GROSS TO START

Cougars’ Experience Last Year
May Pay off in Boys Basketball

WEBB, D’ANTICO, GROSS SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Lady Cougars Could Surprise
Their Opponents in Basketball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just like with the football team, the
experience gained last year by a youth-
ful group of athletes may pay off for
the Cranford High School boys bas-
ketball team this season. The Cou-
gars, who finished with a 9-15 record
in a tough division last year, return 10
varsity letter winners.

“Last year, our 9-15 mark was a
‘seven’ game. We didn’t lose a game by
more than seven points and we didn’t
win a game by more than seven points,”
Cougar Head Coach Ryan Huber
pointed out. “We were in every game.
We had a lot of inexperience. Some of
the experience the younger guys got
last year, hopefully, will pay off for us.”

The Cougars did finish their season
on a positive note by defeating the
Cedar Grove Panthers, who were 19-
3 at the time, 59-57.

“That was our best win,” com-
mented coach Huber.

With some juggling of the teams in
the county this season due to the
elimination of the now defunct
Watchung Conference, there has been
some shift in the Mountain Valley
Conference Mountain Division,
which includes Cranford.

“Our schedule doesn’t change
much. We just add Summit and we
lose Roselle Catholic and St. Mary’s
twice,” coach Huber explained. “St.
Mary’s wasn’t bad. We lost to them
here by two, and we lost to them at
their place by four, so we were right
there with them.”

Another very positive sign for the
Cougars is the depth of multi-sport
athletes. Several football players, soc-
cer players and baseball players
should insure a very competitive, ac-
tive season.

“Anybody who can compete! We
have baseball players, football play-
ers and soccer players. The more they
like to compete, the better off we will
be,” coach Huber said. “They are
competitive kids and we are looking
forward to good things this year.

One of those multi-sport athletes is
senior forward Will Green, who was
a wide receiver/linebacker on the foot-
ball team. Last year, he the Cougars’
leading scorer and rebounder.

“He averaged about 15 points and
11 boards a game last year,” coach
Huber noted.

Junior guard and speedster Sean
Trotter, a running back/defensive back
on the football team, “started at point
guard last year as a sophomore,” coach
Huber said.

Senior guards Greg Goode and
Kendall Grier, a running back/defen-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Six seniors have graduated, but with
only one returning starter and four
varsity letter winners, this year’s
Cranford High School girls basket-
ball team should not be underesti-
mated. Even though three freshmen
will be competing on the varsity, there
is expected to be plenty of talent on
the court.

Last year, the Cougar girls recorded
a huge win over powerhouse Roselle
Catholic.

“We gave them their first loss,”
said Jackie Huber, in her third year as
Cougar Head Coach. “We beat them

by 11. The girls worked so hard. We
were so prepared for it. They wanted
it and they went out and they got it.”

The Cougars qualified for the state
sectional tournament and defeated
Governor Livingston, Delaware Val-
ley and Raritan before bowing to
Rumson-Fair Haven in the champi-
onship game and finishing with an
18-11 record.

“That hasn’t happened in Cranford
for 20-something years. We were
ranked 12th out of 13, so no one
expected us to come out and do any-
thing,” coach Huber said. “We beat a
very good Delaware Valley team by
10 or 11 points to go and play Raritan
at Raritan. We shocked them then we
played Rumson. We competed with
them for a while, but we were just too

inexperienced.”
The returning starter this season,

senior forward Jamie Webb, also
played on the girls soccer team that
won the Union County Tournament
this fall and finished 17-3-1.

“Last year, I graduated six seniors,
so we are a very young team this year,
but Jamie has been a leader for us
since her sophomore year when I
started coaching with her,” said coach
Huber. “She has great action on the
floor. She helps the younger girls.
She is very positive all the time, and
she does a lot for us.”

Webb will share responsibilities of
team captains with senior veterans,
forward Taylor D’Antico, who was
the stopper on the girls soccer team,
and center Danielle Gross, who, “did
play a lot of minutes last year, and
they did help us out a lot,” coach
Huber said. “I do expect a lot from
them with Taylor and Jamie coming
from such a great season in soccer.
That positive attitude has rolled over
right into basketball, and Danielle
has such a big presence on the floor.
You can play her inside and outside.”

Coach Huber added, “Even, so far,
this being two weeks into the season,
the freshmen have already learned a
lot from them. They know that when
they have questions, they go right to
them, before turning to me to ask,
because the seniors already know the
drills and they know what’s going on.”

Presently, sophomore Morgan
Miller and freshmen Jenna Goeller

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

E x c l u s i v e  S w i s s  Te c h n o l o g y
a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  p h y s i c i a n s

www.NEOCUTIS.com
*Offer valid through December 31st, 2009. While supplies last. 
Not valid on NeoCare Bio-restorative Skincare Starter System. 
Valid only on purchases of $75.00 or more.

Get a discount for
your discards!

TAKE HOME SCIENTIFICALLY 
ADVANCED NEOCUTIS SKINCARE

PRODUCTS AT A DISCOUNT!

Receive $10 OFF the purchase of one
NEOCUTIS skincare product when you

bring in an old beauty clunker.

Buy two or more NEOCUTIS
products and receive $20 OFF!

PLUS, FOR A
LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Take home a one week supply
of a select NEOCUTIS product with

your NEOCUTIS purchase!

$50 OFF chemical peels
for the month of December!

Contact Lori at x 106
for an appointment.

ADVANCED DERMATOLOGY,
MOHS & LASER SURGERY CENTER, P.A.

240 East Grove St.
Westfield, NJ  07090

(908) 232-6446 

Turn in your beauty
clunkers today!

beautyclunker

Beauty

clunker

beauty

clunkers

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

H
29

77
8

STYLE CUISINE

Join us for New Year’s Eve
(limited ala carte menu seen on our website)

ff
Dj & Dancing all night long with a midnight complimentary Champagne Toast

PRIX FX IX FX OUR-COURSE DE INNER MR ENU

FOR ONLY $27.95$ 7 95Y
Please check our website to see the whole menu at…

www.mosaico22.com

COME IN & RECEIVE OUR CUSTOMER LOYALTY CARD AND SAVE
EVERYTIME YOU DINE WITH US! (card cannot be used for parties of 10 or more)

E N J O Y O U R R E G U L A R M E N U
F O R  C H R I S T M A S E V E

…

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO LEAD A YOUNG SQUAD…Cougar girls basketball team captains Danielle Gross, left, and Jamie Webb, along
with Taylor D’Antico (not shown) will lead a very young but talented squad this season. The Cougars have three freshmen
on the varsity team.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MORE EXPERIENCED IN BOYS BASKETBALL…The experience that the young Cougar Cagers gained last year should
pay off this year. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Kendall Grier and Greg Goode; back row, Nick Pace and Sean Trotter.

Probitas Verus Honos
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Cougars’ Experience Last Year
May Pay off in Boys Basketball

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lady Cougars Could Surprise
Their Opponents in Basketball

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and Jess McCoy, are expected to start
at the guard position, and freshman
Kate McGovern will see time playing
the center position. Other girls on the
varsity are: junior guards Sara Guiglia,
Brianna Capece and Nikki Kleiman,
and junior forward Jackie
Monteguedo.

Even though the three freshmen
are new at the high school level, coach
Huber has been aware of their talents
for some time.

“I followed those girls when they
were younger, and I knew there was a

lot of potential with them,” she said.
“They worked really, really hard over
the summer, so I kind of had an idea of
the kind of players that they were, and
they just fit right into our rotation.”

The Cougars, who will compete in
the Union County Conference Moun-
tain Division, will open at Governor
Livingston tomorrow Friday, Decem-
ber 18.

“I think people are going to be
surprised,” coach Huber predicted.
“Everybody knows we graduated six
girls. I don’t think they expect us to
have three girls, who are better fresh-
men on the varsity level and two who
are starting. I think we are going to be
the surprise team this year.”

sive back in football, join sophomore
Chris Gross on the starting lineup.

According to coach Huber, Gross,
“is our first big kid in off the bench, so
he’s got experience, as was Nick and
Kendall, so really we return a lot of
kids.”

Senior Nick Pace and junior Ray
El-Khoury, both soccer standouts, will
join with juniors Justin
VanOstenbridge and Brian
Fitzsimmons, both football players,
and sophomore Sean Bavos to make
up the Cougars’ depth from the bench.

“We like to play everybody,” said
coach Huber. “Everybody is going to
contribute. This is a great group of
kids. They work hard. They under-

stand their roles.”
The Cougars will begin their season

by hosting Governor Livingston to-
morrow, December 18, at 7 p.m. After
traveling to Rahway on Tuesday, De-
cember 22, the Cougars will partici-
pate in the Montclair Holiday Tourna-
ment on Monday, December 28.

“Our first goal this year is to make
it to the state tournament as
everybody’s is,” coach Huber said.
“If you go downstairs and look at that
banner in the gym, there’s not many
numbers on it for the boys basketball
team. We are looking to add some-
thing there, a conference, a section,
anything we can get. If the cards fall
our way, we could be in good shape.”

Bartsch Gets All-State
Volleyball Honors:

Union Catholic Viking Emily
Wilman has been named to The Star-
Ledger All-State Second Team and
All-Non Public (NP) and All-Union
County (UC) First Teams, as well as
being named All-UC Player of the
Year. Cranford Cougar Meghan
Bartsch was selected to the All-State
Second Team, and All-Group 2 and
All-UC First Teams

Vikings Colleen Sweeney and Julie
Monroy were named to the NP and
All-UC First Teams and teammates
Catie Finnegan and Gerianna Pinto
were named to the NP and All-UC
Second Teams. Cougar Kristin Rupp
was named to the All-Group 2 Sec-
ond Team and All-UC First Team.
Cougar Kaitlyn Irwin was named to
the All-Group 2 Third Team and All-
UC Second Team. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raider Kim Wenson was
named to the All-UC FirstTeam.
Raider Becky Brand and Westfield
Blue Devil Lisa Nehring were named
to the All-UC Second Team, while
Cougars Alex Bizub and Sarah Barry
were named to the All-UC Third
Team.

Local High School
Girls X-C Honors:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raider Kathleen Leeper and
Cranford Cougar Bridget Miller have
been named to The Star-Ledger All-
Group 3 Second Team and All-Group
2 Third Team, respectively, and both
were named to the All-Union County
(UC) First Team. Westfield Blue Devil
Alyssa Hatch, Cougar Megan Byrnes
and Union Catholic Viking Jenna Socci
were named to the All-UC Second
Team. Raiders Laura Bruce and Ali
Pearl, and Viking Grace Kelly were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Cougar Folger Gets
Girls Soccer Honors:
Cranford Cougar Jen Folger was

named to  The Star-Ledger All-State
Third Team, and All-Group 3 and
All-Union County (UC) First Teams
in girls soccer. Cougar Taylor
D’Antico was named to the All-Group
3 Second Team and All-UC First
Team. Cougar Natalie Englese was
named to the All-UC Second Team.
Cougar Lauren Grandel was named
to the All-UC Third Team.

Westfield High School senior Becca
Kape has been selected to All-State, All-
Group 4 and All-UC First Team, as well
as being named UC Player of the Year.
Westfield Head Coach Alex Schmidt
was named UC Coach of the Year.

Westfield Blue Devil Grace
Mackenzie was named to the All-
State Second Team, and All-Group 4
and All-UC First Teams, and  Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders Delia
McGee and Sarah Canfield were
named to the All-Group 3 Second
Team and All-UC First Team.  Blue
Devil Katie Ponce was named to the
All-UC First Team and teammates
Amanda Markowski and Katie Esler
were named to the All-UC Second
Team. Blue Devils Julia
Spiridigliozzi, Meg Brody and
Hannah Kronick, Raiders Avika Shah
and Emily Nagourney, and Union
Catholic Viking Coleen Mulkern were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Powasnik, Sun, Smith
Receive X-C Honors:
Cranford Cougars John Powasnik,

Jeff Sun and Will Smith, along with
Raider Vidhan Malik were named
to The Star-Ledger All-Union
County (UC) Third Team in boys
cross-country.

Westfield High School Head Coach
Jack Martin, who resides in Cranford,
has been named The Star-Ledger 2009
Boys Cross-Country Coach of the
Year. The Blue Devil boys won the
Union County Conference Watchung
Division, the Union County and the
Group 4 titles and finished fifth at the
Meet of Champions.

Blue Devil Jack Leahy and Raider
Alex Parker were named to the Sec-
ond Team in Group 4 and Group 3,
respectively, and Blue Devil Ryan
Scrudato was named to the All-Group
4 Third Team. Leahy, Scrudato and
teammate Andrew Kirna, and Parker,
along with Union Catholic Viking D.J.
Thornton, the All-UC Runner of the
Year, were named to the All-UC First
Team. Blue Devils Tyler Cusick, Mike
Kelley, John Kirna and Zach Lizmi,
Raider Brendan Wheeler and Vikings
Mike Cahill and Kevin Mulligan were
named to the All-UC Second Team.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIGNING TO ATTEND HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY…Cougar senior Steve DiGiovanni, flanked by has father Al and mother
Denise, has signed a letter of intent to play lacrosse at Hofstra University. DiGiovanni was an All-State Honorable Mention
(Group 1) last year and played in the Garden State Games for the North team. Pictured in the back row are: Steve’s high
school coach Al Reinoso, left, and Cranford Director of Athletics Marc Taglieri.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERBAL COMMITMENT TO NOTRE DAME…Cougar senior Kelly Burke, flanked by her mother Kristina and sister
Gillian, has verbally committed to compete in track & field at Notre Dame University. Burke took first in the triple jump
and the pole vault at the Group 2 championship last spring. Pictured in the back row, left to right, are: track coaches Peter
Kane and John Schiano, and Cranford Director of Athletics Marc Taglieri.

Cougar Snacks:

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROJECTED ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Cougar seniors Kelly Burke, left, and Steve DiGiovanni are expected to
achieve excellence in their respective sports. Burke will compete in the triple jump, high jump and pole vault in winter track.
DiGiovanni, an All-State Group 1 Honorable Mention in boys lacrosse last year, is expected to do quite well this spring.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Wrestling Page Online:
Dave Corbin’s entire Union

County breakdown has been dis-
played on Page 3 just after the
Online Exclusive Cougar pages.

Hartnett, Boyer Get
Boys Soccer Honors:
Cranford High School seniors Scott

Boyer and Pat Hartnett (both Group 3
First Team) and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood senior Joey D’Annunzio
(Group 3 First Team) and have been
named to The Star-Ledger All-State
Third Team. Hartnett was also se-
lected All-Union County (UC) Player
of the Year.

Hartnett, Boyer Cranford Cougar
Pat Kaskiw (Group 3 Second Team),
D’Annunzio and Raider Mike
DelSordi (Group 3 First Team), along
with Westfield High School seniors
Ryan Heine and Joe Greenspan were
named to the All-UC First Team. Blue
Devils Ryan Jennings and Evan
Heroux, Raiders Matt Greaney (Group
3 Second Team) and Chris Freeman
and Cougar Nick Pace (Group 3 Third
Team) were named to the All-UC Sec-
ond Team. Raider Anthjony Zukofsky
(Group 3 Third Team) and Cougar
Connor DeMars were named to the
All-UC Third Team.
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Bears, Panthers Showing Teeth, So Are Cougars and Tigers;
Highlanders Climbing Higher in Union County Wrestling

Joe Brady (Hwt) Cranford Cougars Austin Frank (Hwt) Linden Tigers Tristan Bundy (125) SPF RaidersChristian Barber (135) WestfieldDennis Carroll (160) RP Panthers Russ Benner(152) RP Panthers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Kenilworth’s David Brearley Bears
and the Roselle Park Panthers are
loaded and are showing some mighty
big fangs, but the Cranford Cougars
and the Linden Tigers are also sharp-
ening their teeth. Governor Livingston
is also climbing higher in Union
County wrestling.

All weight classes are dependent
on certification and may fluctuate up
or down slightly.

BREARLEY BEARS:
The Bears re-

turn two wres-
tlers who quali-
fied for the
NJSIAA tourna-
ment in Atlantic
City (AC) last
year, including
Danny Reis and

Anthony Madonia, along with
Khusant Taramov, who placed eighth
in 2008.

“Cranford has a much-improved
and balanced team; Roselle Park,

probably, has one
of the best teams
they ever had in a
while, along with
us. Balance-
wise, we’re going
to be fine. Some
of the younger
kids are going to

fill in nicely in the lineup. We always
have been team-oriented, and the kids
know that. We allow the individual
success of the wrestlers to take care
of itself, and those things come into
play district time,” said head coach
Brian Luciani.

Top Wrestlers:
Anthony Madonia (Jr. – 112) UCT

and district champ, second in region,
AC qualifier and finished 32-8

Nick Lospinoso (So. – 125): 15-3
last year.

Allen Phillips (Sr. – 125/130) First
in UCT, second in
district and fin-
ished 22-14

Danny Reis
(Jr. – 140) First in
UCT and district
at 119, second in
region, AC quali-
fier and finished
34-8

Devin Geoghagen (Jr. - 145) UCT
champ, second in district, fourth in
region and finished 22-8

Dillon Geoghagen (Jr. - 160) Third
in UCT, district champ and finished
24-12

Khusen Taramov (Sr. - 171)
Placed eighth at AC in 2008. UCT
and district champ last year and fin-
ished 28-6

Khasan Taramov (Sr. - 189) Re-
gion qualifier. Finished 22-13.

CRANFORD COUGARS:
The Cougars finished 15-5 last year

and return four district champs, with
Joe Giaccio, Kyle Markovich, Joe
Brady and Julian Campo (215 in
2008), and they have the capabilities

to fill all the weight classes. The Cou-
gars have the bulk of its team back,
but face a more stacked schedule this
season.

“Not only do we have the teams
around here that are pretty solid, with
Roselle Park, Brearley and Rahway,
but we went out and picked up some
other teams that are pretty solid out-
side of the area just to challenge some
of these kids,” coach Darren Torsone
said. “I noticed last year that once we
got to the regional [tournament], we
haven’t been challenged as much as I
would have liked them to be chal-
lenged.”

Joe Brady (Sr. – Hwt): UCT and
District 11 champ. Second in region
to qualify for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment, Finished 28-4.

Joe Graccio (Jr. – 112): Two-time
District champ. Won UCT title at
112. Finished 30-2.

Kyle Markovich (Jr. – 130): Two-
time District 11 champ. Finished 22-8.

Julian Campo (Sr. – 215): District
champ in 2008. Placed second in dis-
trict last year. Finished 23-10.

Matt DiGiovanni (Jr – 135):
Fourth in UCT, third in the district at
135 and finished 19-7.

JP Christiano
(So – 145): Sec-
ond in UCT at
145. Finished
20-8

Ian Henry
(So. – 112-119)
could create
some static in
District 11.

NEW PROV. PIONEERS:
The Pioneers can fill every weight

class and have, “29 on the team right
now and 40 in the
middle school;
biggest group we
have ever had.
[We have] lots of
experience over-
all with two or
three of last
year’s varsity
wrestlers actu-

ally not making this year’s team,”
coach Gary Bremer said.”

Tim Terrezza (Jr – 119): Second
in District 12. Finished 20-13

Zach Troutman
(Jr. – Hwt): Third
in the UCT. Won
two bouts in the re-
gion. Finished 23-
12.

Andrew Tullo
(Sr. – 215): Fin-
ished 18-12

Harry Laplanche (Jr. – 145):
Fourth in district

Hans Dansen (Sr. – 152): Fourth
in district

R. PARK PANTHERS:
The perennially powerful Panthers

return a pair of NJSIAA qualifiers
and can fill all the classes with quality
wrestlers.

Russell Benner (Sr. – 152): UCT
champion in (2008), second in 2009,
second in Region 3 at 140. Finished

with a 19-8 record.
Matt Krynicki

(Sr. – 140): Third
UCT. Finished 24-
11 last year.

Dennis Carroll
(Sr. – 160): UCT
champ, second in
Region, won two
bouts at AC. Fin-

ished 34-8
Jovanni Rameriz (Jr. – 103): Third

in UCT. Finished
23-12

Rich Westlock
(Sr. — 145): Fin-
ished 12-7

Frank Yuro
(Sr. – 189): UCT
champ, District
champ. Finished
28-6

Dan Pisauro (Jr. – 119): Second
in UCT, Region qualifier and fin-
ished 25-10

Nick Longo (Jr. – 135): Fourth in
UCT and finished 25-11

GL HIGHLANDERS:
The Highland-

ers finished 12-6
and placed third
in the UCT. The
H i g h l a n d e r s
have a large
sophomore and
junior contin-
gent. “I’d like to

see us close the gap with Brearley,
Roselle Park, but
we’ll be right there
in the county. We
made a greater
commitment in the
off-season, and
hopefully it will pay
off,” coach Rick
Iocono said.

Mike Stepien (Jr. – 130): 2008
UC champ at 103. Finished 34-5.
2009 District champ, second in UC.
Finished 29-4.

Anthony DeFranco (Jr. – 112):
Second in UCT and district.

Finished 21-10.
Pat Eicher (Jr.

– 145): Second
District 12 at 135.
Finished 22-10

Frank Colder
(Sr. – 189) Third
in UCT at 160.
Finished 21-12

Joe Hoy (Jr. –
135) Finished 30-11 in 2008

SPF RAIDERS:
The Raiders have 53 in the room

and a few experienced kids. “The
kids know what it means to be a
varsity member and step up. We have
53 kids on the roster, so they know if
they don’t do their job, someone is

right behind them, wanting that spot,
said head coach John Scholz.

Tristan Bundy (Sr. – 125): Dis-
trict champ in 2008. Placed third in
the UCT and district last year to fin-
ish 24-7.

Sean Cannon (So. – 135): Placed
second in the district last year and
finished with a 19-15 record.

Keep and Eye on:
Josh Foote (Sr. – 145)

LINDEN TIGERS:
Under Head Coach Anthony

Reinoso, the Ti-
gers had their
best showing by
placing a strong
fifth in the dis-
trict tournament
last year. The Ti-
gers finished 14-
7 and qualified
for the sectional

tournament. Nearly all of their squad
returns and every weight class can be
filled. Several classes are three deep
in personnel.

Adas Aniukstis (Sr. – 215): Dis-
trict 11 champ at
189. Finished 31-
9.

Austin Frank
(Jr. – Hwt): Sec-
ond in District 11,
fourth in Region
3 and finished 31-
11.

Felipe Ramierez (Jr. – 135) Third
in District 11

Travis Foster (So. – 152) Finished
with a 20-11 record

RAHWAY INDIANS:
The Indians have 50 remaining on

the roster and can fill all the weight
classes.

“I have about four or five real expe-
rienced wrestlers,
who are going to
do well, and then
we have a bunch of
rookies, who are
working really
hard. We are young,
and I think we are
going to have a

good season,” said head coach Fred
Stueber, who added. “I have two or
three surprises I think people will be
excited about in Rahway.”

Urayoan Garcia (Jr. – 215): Dis-
trict 11 champ. Fourth in Region 3.
Finished 21-5

Diego Chavez (Jr. – 145): District
11 champ at 145. Finished 23-12

T.J. Disney (Sr. – 160): 13-7 record
James Caldwell (Sr. – 171): Dis-

trict 11 champ in 2008, second last
year and finished 17-12

ALJ CRUSADERS:
Head Coach Eric Swick and Assis-

tant Coach Rick Ortega have a small

group of 16 Crusaders, mostly inex-
perienced.

“We have a wide range of abilities
and experience. We are trying to have

our more experi-
enced guys act as
role models.
Hopefully the
less-experienced
guys will learn
[from them],” said
coach Swick.
“But we have to

keep our experienced guys at a high
level.”

Tim Scherer (Sr. – 112): Placed
fourth in UCT at 112

Brandon Santos (Jr. – 145): Sec-
ond in District 12 at 112 in 2008.
Wrestled 125 last year.

Keep an Eye on:
Dennis Funk (Jr. – 171), Matt

Golias (Sr. – 215)
WESTFIELD BLUE DEVILS:
The Blue Devils, graduated a se-

nior-dominated team headed by two-
time District 11 champion and state
qualifier senior John Barnes.

“The expectations, based on what
we graduated, are probably pretty
low for what we do in terms of wins

and losses, but I
think we are go-
ing to be a better
team than people
are going to give
us credit for. The
kids we are put-
ting out on the
mat are solid,”

said head coach Glen Kurz.
Christian Barber (Jr. – 140): Dis-

trict 11 champ at 130 his freshman
season and captured the 135-lb crown
last year. He came a takedown inter-
pretation away from qualifying for
AC and finished with a 27-6.

Troy Skibitsky (So. – 125): Placed
second in the district after dropping a
7-5, overtime decision to then-unde-
feated Cranford Cougar Joe Graccio.
He won his first bout in the Region 3
Tournament and finished 25-9.

Mike Kalimtzis (So. – 103): De-
spite weighing around 97 pounds all
season, he used his vast knowledge of
wrestling skills to place second in the
district and finish 21-9.

Brian Henry (Sr. – 145): Henry
came on like
gangbusters to-
ward the end of
the season and
stunned former
district champ
and Union
County champ
Mike Ridge
(Scotch Plains-
Fanwood) in the

145-lb semis. He placed second in the

district and finished 13-12.
Ryan Jennings (Sr. – 135): Com-

peted behind Barber last year. Will be
strong.

UNION FARMERS:
The Farmers

under, first-year
and former Seton
Hall Prep Head
Coach Dino
DeBellonia, are a
work in
progress. “The
goal is to be as
competitive as
we can in the

conference. We have a lot of youth
and a good mix
of seniors, who
are willing to
show some lead-
ership with the
hope that we can
turn the program
around and bring
it back where it
was many years

ago, one of the top teams in Region
3,” said DeBellonia.

Kyle Crowley
(Sr. – 215/Hwt):
Region 3 quali-
fier
Look out for:
John Sedillo

(Jr. – 152),
R a s h a a n
Richardson (Sr.
– 189), Omar

Shehaiber (So. – 171), Kristopher
Florendo (Jr. – 160)

Note: Plainfield junior Dawud
Hicks (160) placed second in the
UCT, third in R3 and finished 33-5.

Fred Lecomte contributed to this
article.

Josh Foote (145)
SPF Raiders

Sean Cannon (135)
SPF Raiders

Matt Krynicki (140)
R. Park Panthers

Frank Yuro (189)
R. Park Panthers

Mike Kalimtzis (103)
Westfield Blue Devils

Troy Skibitsky (125)
Westfield Blue Devils

Mike Stepien (130)
GL Highlanders

JP Christiano (145)
Cranford Cougars

Joe Giaccio (112)
Cranford Cougars

Khusen Taramov
(171) Brearley Bears

Danny Reis (140)
Brearley Bears

Omar Shehaiber
(171) Union Farmers

Zack Troutman (Hwt)
N. Prov. Pioneers

Pat Eichner (145)
GL Highlanders

Frank Colder (189)
GL Highlanders

Brendan Santos (145)
ALJ Crusaders

Diego Chavez (145)
Rahway Indians

Urayoan Garcia (215)
Rahway Indians

Adas Aniukstsis
(215) Linden Tigers

Khasan Taramov
(189) Brearley Bears

Anthony Madonia
(112) Brearley

Dan Pisauro (119)
R. Park Panthers

Julian Campo (215)
Cranford Cougars

Matt Golias (215)
ALJ Crusaders

Devin Geoghagen
(145) Brearley Bears

Allen Phillips (125)
Brearley Bears

Matt DiGiovanni (135)
Cranford Cougars

Tim Terrezza (119)
N. Prov. Pioneers

Andrew Tullo (215)
N. Prov. Pioneers

Jon Acosta (130)
R. Park Panthers

Connor Gabriel (171)
R. Park Panthers

Rich Westlock (145)
Cranford Cougars

Nick Longo (135)
R. Park Panthers

Anthony DeFranco
(112) GL Highlanders

Joe Hoy (135)
GL Highlanders

Travis Foster (152)
Linden Tigers

Felipe Ramierez
(135) Linden Tigers

T.J. Disney (160)
Rahway Indians

Brian Henry (145)
Westfield Blue Devils

Ryan Jennings (135)
Westfield Blue Devils

Tim Scherer (112)
ALJ Crusaders

John Sedillo (152)
Union Farmers

Kris Florendo (169)
Union Farmers

Rashaan Richardson
(189) Union Farmers

Mat Community Note:
The Roselle Park wrestling

team will host Governor
Livingston on Wednesday, De-
cember 23, at 7 p.m. The match
has a special meaning, because
it will include a Memorial to
Region 3, 135-lb champion An-
thony Casselli, who was killed
in an auto accident on March
14, 2009.

Anthony Casselli – Roselle Park

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Special Notice to Wrestling Coaches:
Any coach, who would like to send in results of individual bouts of

their matches additional with comments, can e-mail David B. Corbin
of The Westfield Leader at dcorbin@goleader.com – It will be posted on
an online page after the Cranford Cougar online page. Please make
sure results are sent in by Tuesday mornings.
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SHORE THING…Franklin fifth graders explored the beaches of Sandy Hook in
October to reinforce and extend ecosystem concepts being studied in their
classrooms. Trip activities included “seining” the water with nets to pull in sea life
for closer examination as well as learning the history of the lighthouse and its role
in the American Revolution. Pictured, left to right, ankle-deep in the Atlantic are:
Samantha Della Fera, Lea Moynihan, Ava Carey and Jane Krause.

Honor Roll
Park Middle School

First Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Park Middle
School, Scotch Plains, Principal Lisa
Rebimbas announced the school’s
2009-2010 First Marking Period
honor rolls:

Sixth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Jamie Abar, Matthew Abdy, Catherine
Acito, Noelle Alber, Matthew Auda, Madeleine
Bebout, Isabella Bernardo, Shay Blechinger-
Slocum, Emma Calabrese, Zachary Carter,
Sean Cheney, Paul Cherubini, Chloe Cimino,
Amanda Ciurciu, Jackson Cooney, Casey
Daudelin, Margaret DiVirgilio, James
DiFrancesco, Emma Duggan, Maria Duque,
Zakary Elseht, Brendan Fanning, Samantha
Ferrara, Dominic Gannon, Darya Ganzha,
Samantha Gorman, Ethan Graham, Nathaniel
Graham, Liam Guarnuccio, Irem Gure, Da-
kota Halma, Zachary Halma, Cameron Heisey,
Julian Iarussi, Eva Isaacs, Shreya Kachroo,
Lauren Kaminskas, Annemarie Kearns, Max-
well Kearns, Nolan Kearns, Megan Kieltyka,
Brian Kilcullen, Vance Kleemeyer, Jonathan
Kriney, Kaavya Krishna Kumar, Rachel Lam-
bert, Sierra Lesiak, Giancarlo Lorusso, Stefany
Lucas, Gabriela MacPherson, Caitlyn Mannino,
Owen Martin, Michelle Marvosa, Darren
Mascioli, Andrew Mathews, Kevin McAlindin,
Sean Meisch, Alyssa Miguelino, Micayla
Mirabella, Mark Mital, Timothy Mitchell,
Kathryn Musso, Saleena Nival, Tyler O’Brien,
Julianne Peccarelli, Anne Pierce, Benjamin
Powell, Cara Provenzano, Geneva Rata,
Caroline Ringel, Jennifer Rivera, Adrian
Rivero, Olivia Roberts, Mariel Sass, Matthew
Schweizer, Caroline Scobee, Katherine Seeney,
Nikola Segulin, Alyssa Shann, James Sherry,
Nicholas Stone, Mary Stovall, Rohan Suresh,
Jacob Sutterlin, Kiersten Swaak, Lauren
Szpond, James Tenzer, Jack Valian, Bridget
Van Natta, Zoe Verrico, Connor Walsh, Amani
Williams, Caroline Yessman, Gali Zaborowski,
Linda Zhang, Hang Zheng, Natalie
Zimmermann

Sixth Grade Honor Roll
Dylan Abar, Alfonso Amore, Joseph

Annicchiarico, Janay Armbrister, Donald
Bamrick, Brianna Becker, Jordan Belford,
William Benavides, Briana Bennett, Joseph
Bianco, Nicholas Blanck, Sarah Bowles, Zoe
Buckridee, Nicholas Cassara, Nicholas Cheney,
Vincent Conti, Christian Cornejo, Kyle Coupe,
Daniel Dawson, Bianca DeMaria, Gabriella
DiLollo, Frank DiNizo, Francesca Dobies,
Taylor Downing, Courtney Dreyfus, Bakinam
El Naggar, Abrahim Elseht, Paloma Epp, Jes-
sica Ferrara, Allison Gara, Stacy Garzon, Marc
Genser, Heather Goeller, Ian Gordon, Gabriela
Guerrero, Kyrollos Hanna, Austin Howerton,
Rachael Janssen, Maya Jegede, Selin Kargi,
Rebecca Kaulfers, Gayle Kosciolek, Adam
Kosovan, Gregory Kraus, George Leichtling,
Thomas Leistikow, Grace Lesce, Chloe
Mansilla, Thomas Margaritondo, John
Marquardt, Aaron McGriff, Connor McSherry,
Tatiana Melendez, Tessa Merlo, Brandon
Miguelino, Zakary Miller, Haley Monahan,
James Murphy, Amenda Ni, Robert O’Brien,
Shannon O’Neill, Madalyn Ostrander, Faegan
Peck, George Ramos, Connor Reddington,
Daniel Reimers, Sandi Rivera, Carolyn Santo
Salvo, Thomas Seidel, Arlind Sinanovic, Kelly
Smeltzer, Aboluwarin Songonuga, Matthew
Sosnowski, Belal Syed, Ryan Tannenbaum,
Adesh Thanawala, Kate Traina, Tinnapat
Triamarit, Dante Trigo, Catherine Tufaro,
Samiksha Vittalraj, Victoria Williams, Erik
Willis, Joseph Witkowski, Tyler Wrenn-
Sheffield, Georganne Yarbenet, Brianna
Young, William Zimmerman

Seventh Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Mrudhula Baskaran, Samantha Bordman,
Kayla Brady, Bryan Buchanan, Shannon Burns,
Jamie Bush, Melissa Calabria, Allyson Cerini,
Andrew Ciccarino, Jodie Cornwell, Thomas
Cunningham, Connor Danik, Nicholas
D’Apuzzo, Steven Davies, Tyler Dencker,
Ariana Donaldson, Alexandra Duke, Elisabeth
Duke, Emily Fidlow, Hannah Glock, Shivanee
Hendre, Elizabeth Hom, Abigail Jenkinson,
Helen Johns, Amanda Karacsony, Kaitlyn
Killeen, Elizabeth Lamorte- Wright, Michael
Lee, Jeffrey Lieblich, Lauren Lockfeld, Sasha
Lofton, Evelyn Logie, Alyssa Lopez, Jessica

Luong, Rigel Madraswalla, Maya Mitterhoff,
Anita Mo, Grace O’Brien, Kelsey O’Connor,
Benjamin Pacaja, Alan Payne, Brianna
Peterson, John Quigley, Jeffrey Rodgers,
Khansinee Ruangsirin, Danielle Scheu, Connor
Smith, Elisa Staniec, Amanda Suhovsky,
Garrett Szeto, Raina Tellado, Philip Tice, Chris-
topher Wasieczko, Rachel Williams, Ethan
Yoo, Lina Zikas

Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Kayla Allen, Bruce Arthur, Andrew Barcia,

Brianna Bardwil, Kimberly Barros, Jacob
Beckerman, James Beirne, Morgan Bransky,
Colin Brett, Olivia Brown, Taylor Brown, John
Bruckman, Megan Burke, Rachel Butler,
Sabrina Canas, Jazmyn Carrington, Brianna
Cepparulo, Corina Checchio, Abraham Cho,
Stephen Crawford, Justin Cryer, Roland Crys-
tal, Mallory Cunningham, Natalie Daniele,
Christopher Decker, Thabitha Dwumfour,
Daniel Farrell, Daniel Federico, Jahtiana Foote,
Alexandra Gale, Christian Germano, Sophie
Giuliani, Matthew Goetz, Stephen Handy,
Daniel Harcourt, Robert Harrington, Jeffrey
Hasiak, Timothy Hesson, William Hochman,
Brian Howard, Tyler Hubbert, Danielle
Hurtado, Angela Ignomirello, Matthew
Irslinger, Christian Isolda, Caroline Janssen,
Pierce Johnston, Joshua Kamath, Marissa
Lamastra, Patrick Lay, David Leong, Zachary
Lipshitz, Emily London, Michaela Lowe,
Letizia Macchini, Grace Makowski, Eric
Manfra, Hannah Matysek, William McDuffie,
Alyson McGrath, Ryan McSherry, Julisa
Metellus, Gabriel Migliore, Josh Mineo,
Alexander Mirabella, Nwamaka Mozie, Ashley
Muirhead, John Musso, Nicole Nilsen, Chris-
tine Nocum, Brian Palhares, Ashish Patel,
Kayla Pennington, Keenan Porter, Isabel
Quinones, Megan Rickmers, Alec Rola-Zarzor,
Gianna Rosello, Jason Rosen, Todd Ryan,
Anthony Savoca, Anthony Schenone, Jeremy
Scialdoni, Marcus Shaw, Shannon Shaw, John
Sheehy, Christopher Sheil, Maurice Shell, Kola
Shomade, Katarzyna Sierant, Amber Simmons,
Steven Skubish, Peter Spiridigliozzi, William
Stoll, Tiana Thomas, Andrew Tomasulo, Hallie
Traiman, Megan Tsipas, David Valian, Paige
VanBuskirk, Phoebe Wahby, John Walling,
Erica Waltsak, Alyssa Webster, Thomas
Weideli, Kobe White, Jerry Zhu, Abbigail
Ziobro

Eighth Grade
Distinguished Honor Roll

Samuel Bebout, Christopher Bubnov,
Kelsey Coupe, Caroline Culp, Panayiotis
Dimopoulos, Michael Dinizo, Christina
Fasolas, Sarah Fischmann, Victoria Germano,
Luke Horgan, Ryan Kalkstein, Lauren
Kilcullen, Austin Kwinta, Amanda Mach,
Emily Margulies, Ross Mulcahy, Heather
Mullen, Emilia O’Leary, Olivia Paladino,
Brendan Pierce, Stephanie Plant, Angela
Rastelli, Michelle Rinaldo, Hannah Rosado,
James Schetelich, Emma Sherry, Noga
Zaborowski, Eve Zhurbinskiy, Arielle Zuaro

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Nathan Abdy, Anais Abeigon, Nada Amer,

Michael Auda, Kayla Ausbon, Brennan Brady,
Grant Brown, Mary Brumfield, Kathryn
Bumiller, Sara Calabrese, Ian Cappelli, Ma-
rina Carvalho, Anna Close, Connor Coll, Mary
Coloney, Nicole Conti, Liam Cummings,
Kathryn Cunningham, Jonathon Dawson,
Dariana DeVore, Nicholas DeBellis, Andrew
DeBiasse, Ryan DePaul, Kaven Dimeo, Sean
Duthie, Kayli Elsie, Benjamin Evans, Vikrant
Ghate, Devin Glover, Javier Guerrero, Julie
Haggan, Lisa Hanna, Emma Hannis-
Trowbridge, Melissa Harris, Scott Hasiak, Eric
Hogan, Michele Hom, Nicole Horn, Peter
Hsiao, Paras Jha, Nicole Johnson, Bridget
Kelly, Conor Kelly, Yi Lin, Jennifer Lynch,
Thomas Madan, Jasson Mazzetti, Shannon
McConnell, Laura McGovern, Matthew
McGowan, Kayla McKeown, Lauren
McMorrow, Andrea McNeely, Jennifer Mintz,
Jacob Monzella, Taylor Moon, Casey Murphy,
Elizabeth Nardone, Amy Jo Nicastro, Chris-
tina O’Connor, Keanu Oliveira, Amy Palumbo,
Adam Piekutowski, Shannon Reilly, Gabriella
Rojas, Darek Rola-Zarzor, Caroline Ross, Brian
Rubin, Kelly Ruggieri, Matthew Sass, Kyndal
Scobee, Natasha Segulin, Eugene Siskoske,
Natalie Smith, Ashley Taillon, Jaclyn Villane,
Devora Ward, Andrew Warne, Tajah Will-
iams, Richard Yawger, Brittany Young,
Kathryn Zawodniak

Wardlaw SP Residents
Earn Honor Roll Status

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rhona
Eserner, Upper School Head at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
has announced that six Scotch Plains
students were named to the honor
roll. To receive this distinction, stu-
dents must earn a GPA of 87 or higher,
with no individual grade below a C.

These honored students are: Liban
Ahmed, a sophomore and the daugh-
ter of Dr. Omar Abdi and Ester
Abukar; Catherine Badalamenti, a
sophomore and the daughter of
Salvatore Badalamenti and Jean
Badalamenti; Jessica Clarke, a sopho-
more and the daughter of Reverend
Sheelagh Clarke and Michael Clarke;
David Monte, a sophomore and the
son of Ralph Monte and Barbara
Monte; Haley Needle, a freshman
and the daughter of Steven Needle
and Erica Needle.

Also, Brian Downing, the son of
Jeffrey Downing and Julie Downing,
made the high honor roll list. A stu-
dent earns placement to the high honor
roll list if he or she has a GPA of 93 or
higher and has no individual grade
below a B (83).

S E SS I O N

EARN 3 
CREDITS

IN UNDER
3WEEKS:
quickly, affordably 

& close to home with

a t U C C !

Attending another college? 
Every year, students from other colleges and universities get a

jump on their spring semester at UCC’s Winter Session.

Winter Session Classes Begin Monday, 
December 28, 2009 on the Cranford  Campus

For the most current information, visit us online at
www.ucc.edu/go/winter

or stop by any UCC Campus to speak with a Counselor.

12/28/09 – 1/14/10
Final on 1/14/10

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

Enough Hours?
By MICHAL SAGAL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

At Westfield High School (WHS),
lack of sleep is a status symbol.

Countless times during the day, this
complaint can be heard: “I got five
hours of sleep last night.”

To which the speaker’s friend re-
plies, “I beat you – I only got four
hours.”

Followed by: “Yeah? I beat both of
you. I got two hours of sleep!”

When competition extends beyond
the realm of grades and into the realm
of sleep deprivation, something is se-
riously wrong. With school starting at
7:30 a.m. and going for seven hours
and 15 minutes (45 minutes longer
than the state average, according to the
New Jersey Department of Education’s
website), students have just enough
time to squeeze in extracurricular ac-
tivities and homework. But not enough
time for sleep.

Lack of sleep creates a parasitic
cycle. When a student does not get
enough sleep, he will put his head
down for a few moments, only to real-
ize he has dreamt the entire class away.
Daydreaming, more commonly known
as “zoning out,” is also a common
activity for sleep-deprived teens.

Of course, when sleeping or day-
dreaming, students cannot pay atten-
tion. So, the sleep deprivation feeds on
their energy during the day and causes
more stress at night. With more stress
at night comes less sleep.

So, what is the root of the sleep
problem? There should, after all, be
enough hours in the day. Students are
in school for seven hours, then have
homework for at least three more, add-
ing up to 12 or more hours of work.

But that leaves maybe nine to 12
hours in the day, depending on how
much homework there is. Subtract
three or four for extracurricular activi-
ties, and students are left with maybe
eight hours. That is plenty for sleep!

At least, that is how people have
reasoned it.

What happens when you have a five-
hour sports practice, or you are in a
musical and the dreaded “tech week”
(the week of dress rehearsals in which
rehearsal generally does not end until 9
p.m. or later with no time to do home-

work in between scenes) approaches?
One word: stress. According to

sleepdeprivation.com (quite aptly
named) stress causes your muscles to
tense and prevents you from entering
the relaxed state that is necessary for
sleep. So, how does one end stress?

Possible solutions to fix sleep dep-
rivation have been rejected time and
again. We cannot push back the school
start time because it will interfere with
after school extracurricular activities.
We cannot reduce the hours students
are in school because more time con-
straints in turn decrease the effective-
ness of the learning environment.

The worst solution is to eliminate
homework. Every student would cer-
tainly love this, but it simply is not
practical. My eighth grade math teacher
had a poster in her room that declared,
“Reading over your notes can help you
retain 80 percent of what you learned.”
And, through my own experience, I
have found this to be true. So, home-
work cannot be eliminated.

But there can be too much of a good
thing. Many students have complained
of a teacher who “thinks that his/her
class is the only one that matters” and
assigns three hours of homework ev-
ery night.

Others complain that their teachers
did not give any assessments through-
out the marking period, then suddenly,
scrambling for grades by the end, as-
signed three projects, two tests and a
vocabulary quiz. The sudden overload
of work forces stressed students to
stay up until 1 a.m.

Perhaps there should be a staggered
homework schedule for teachers. For
instance, on a Wednesday, English
teachers will be allowed to assign a
paper with a rough draft due Friday,
but math teachers will have a limit on
how many problems they can assign.

Then on Thursday, math teachers
can assign as many problems as they
find necessary, but English teachers
cannot assign anything other than to
continue working on the paper.

If students could only get a few
more hours of sleep, they would revert
to more healthy competition. They
would be able to boast about their
latest A, not their latest all-nighter.

Michal is a senior at WHS. Travel to the Moon and
Beyond at Friday Lecture

CRANFORD — Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. will present a lecture by
Edward Belbruno of Princeton Univer-
sity on Friday, December 18, at 8 p.m.
The meeting will be held in the Roy
Smith Theater of Union County
College’s Cranford Campus, 1033
Springfield Avenue. Mr. Belbruno’s
topic is “Using Chaos to Travel to the
Moon and Beyond.”

 In 1991, a new type of route to the
moon rescued the Japanese spacecraft
“Hiten.” This route is based on a theory
of space travel the speaker formulated
using ideas from chaos theory. EAS’s
SMART-1 Mission used a related route
in 2004.

These routes provide a low-fuel way
to transfer spacecraft to the Moon and
beyond. The same methods can be ap-
plied in astronomy. The speaker and R.
Gott published a paper in 2005 on the
origin of the hypothetical impactor,
Theia, that collided with the Earth to
form the moon. Currently, NASA’s
STEREO Mission is exploring two lo-
cations in space to investigate this theory.

Princeton University Press publishes

Mr. Belbruno’s recent book, “Fly Me
To The Moon.” It discusses his theory
in popular terms. Mr. Belbruno con-
sults regularly with NASA, is president
of his company, Innovative Orbital
Design, and is affiliated with Princeton
University.

Following the talk, refreshments and
the opportunity to look through the
largest telescopes in the area (weather
permitting) will be offered at the Will-
iam Miller Sperry Observatory, located
on the campus.

Sperry Observatory is also open to
the public every Friday from 7:30 to
10:30 p.m. for informal talks and ob-
serving.

For more information, visit
asterism.org.

Oratory Prep School
Announces Honor Roll

SUMMIT — Head of Oratory Prep
School Bob Costello announced the
three honor rolls for the first quarter
of the academic year.

Eighth grade student David Batista
of Mountainside was named to the
High Honor Roll by earning at least a
90 average with no grade below 85.

The following students were named
to the Honor Roll by receiving an 85
average with no grade below 80:
Grade 7, Nicolas Nuila of
Mountainside; Grade 8, Jonathan Tice
of Scotch Plains; Grade 9, David
Marzano of Scotch Plains; Grade 11,
Gus Exarhakos of Cranford and
Daniel Fitzpatrick of Westfield; Grade
12, Joseph Macri of Westfield,
Michael DeNigris of Cranford and
Gregory Mika of Cranford

Oratory Prep in Summit is an all-
boys Roman Catholic day school for
grades 7 to 12.

EIS, RIS Students Honor
American War Veterans

THOSE WHO SERVED…The United States Marine Corps participated in the
presentation of colors at Roosevelt Intermediate School’s Veteran’s Day cer-
emony. Both Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate Schools hold annual events
honoring veterans.

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt and
Edison Intermediate Schools (EIS) in
Westfield held their annual Veterans’
Day ceremonies in November with as-
semblies that honored America’s veter-
ans.

Members of the United States Ma-
rines Corps began the ceremonies at
Roosevelt and Edison with the presen-
tation of colors. The singing of the
National Anthem by the schools’ cho-
ruses, accompanied by the schools’
bands, followed the flag salute. Several
students participated in the ceremonies
with various readings.

Roosevelt’s guest speaker, Ruth
Skudlarek, was presented the “Heroes
Among Us Award” for her participa-
tion as a 2nd Lt. Army nurse during
World War II. Mrs. Skudlarek spoke
about her role as a nurse during WWII
and the importance of citizen responsi-
bility.

Following the presentation of her
award by Social Studies teacher Brian

Vieth, the eighth grade chorus sang
“Blowin’ in the Wind.” Mrs. Skudlarek
is the grandmother of seventh grader
Erin Fox.

Westfield Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, a guest speaker at Edison
Intermediate School, spoke about the
importance of recognizing the unself-
ish contribution of members of the
armed forces in protecting citizens’ free-
doms, referring also to a friend who is
a career soldier currently serving in
Iraq.

John D’Andrea, former EIS teacher
and Air Force veteran of the Korean
War, was the second guest speaker.
Both speakers stressed the importance
of thanking veterans for their contribu-
tion to maintaining Americans’ free-
doms.

Edison students had previously cre-
ated numerous posters and approxi-
mately 250 thank-you cards, which were
delivered to the Veterans Affairs hos-
pital in Lyons for distribution.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Dependable, responsible, and
experienced college student avail-
able for babysitting during winter
recess 12/19-1/16. References
available. Call (908) 447-1172

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield across from train 2-3Br
1 Bath, Lr, Dr, Kt, Off- Street
Parking, WD hookup. $1300+util,
1-1/2 mo sec. References required.

(908) 962-3806

CLASSIFIEDS

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Lightning Yellow, 31 mpg

Excellent Condition
Only 45K miles - Asking $8,900

Call Ben at (908) 244-7800

AUTO FOR SALE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
EMERGENCY MEDICAL

TECHNICIANS
TELEPHONE DISPATCHERS
Call (908) 233-2500 for more

information or stop by
for an application:

335 Watterson Street, Westfield
*scholarships & training available*

ACCOUNTANT

Westfield CPA firm has immediate
opening for accountant w/exp in
public acctg. Seeking per diem
individual for the 2009 tax season
with exp in Lacerte, Quickbooks,
Escel desired. Degree w/min
1 year exp w/CPA firm.

Email resume to
answerperson@aol.com

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE

900 sq.ft. office, $1,000/mo.
Downtown Mtnside. 2nd floor.
Newly-renovated. 3 rooms plus
kitchen, bathrm & conf. room
access. Priv. entrance. Free wi-fi.

(908) 233-5800

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing. Very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what I
like to do. 5 years exp, good prices.

(862) 307-3481

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Responsible, fun and experienced
Westfield mother of 2 is available
for childcare. Flexible hours. Ref-
erences. Call (973) 985-8365 or
email singergal125@aol.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Union Catholic
Announces True Blue
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-

lic High School, located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, has
introduced an ongoing family-visita-
tion day called True Blue Thursdays.
It is an opportunity for families with
children interested in attending Union
Catholic to visit the high school dur-
ing Thursdays throughout the year.

Appointments are required and can
be made for any Thursday, including
throughout the summer, from 8:30
a.m. until 7 p.m. Visits will include a
comprehensive tour of the school,
including its new track and turf field
facility, one-on-one sessions with the
admissions director and an opportu-
nity to meet with and ask questions of
current Union Catholic students.

To make an appointment or for
additional information, call (908) 889-
1600, extension 302.

Fire Dept. Reschedules
Borough Santa Visit

GARWOOD – The Garwood Vol-
unteer Fire Department’s fire truck
escort of Santa around the borough
has been rescheduled for Sunday,
December 20, starting on the south
side at noon. Santa will visit all the
streets in the borough for children to
meet him.

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

MEDICAL MASSAGE

Westfield - After you have tried
everything for your lower back
pain (especially Sciatica Pain) but
still have pain, come see me.
Please call Jason Wang for an
appointment at 37 Elm St.

(908) 233-7790 or
cell (908) 487-8375
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– Obituaries –
Bernadette Ann Page, 45, Teacher;
Was Wonderful Wife and Mother

Bernadette Ann Page

Bernadette Ann Page, 45, of Scotch
Plains died on Friday, December 4, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark and
raised in Roselle, she also
had lived in Massachu-
setts, where she assisted
her husband in founding
the Grace Baptist Church
of Shrewsbury. The fam-
ily moved to Scotch
Plains five years ago.

Bernadette graduated
from Baptist Bible Col-
lege in Boston and was
employed as a teacher
with the Timothy Chris-
tian School in Piscataway. She was
the founder of Jazzercise in Scotch
Plains and a member of the Terrill
Road Baptist Church, also in Scotch
Plains, where she chaired the Mis-
sions group. She was adored by her
husband and children.

Surviving are her husband, the Rev-
erend William Page; five children, Brit-
tany Noelle, Alexia Cherie, Carina
Emily, Lucas William and Liam Parker

Page; three brothers, Gregory Berrigan
of Linden, Gerard Berrigan of Phila-
delphia and Kevin Berrigan of Edison,

and many nieces and neph-
ews.

She was predeceased by
her parents, Bernard and
Ann Marie Berrigan (née
Burns).

Services were held yes-
terday, Wednesday, De-
cember 16, at the Evangel
Church of Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at
Hillside Cemetery in
Scotch Plains.

Arrangements were by
the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of pink and white flowers,
donations may be made to the “Page
Children’s Fund” in care of Terrill
Road Baptist Church, 1340 Terrill
Road, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

December 17, 2009

William Moore, Jr., 84
William J. Moore, Jr., 84, passed

away on Wednesday, December 9, at
his residence in Westfield.

Born in Jersey City, he lived in
Westfield all of his life.

Prior to retiring in 2007, Bill had
been a crossing guard for the Town of
Westfield. Before that, he had worked
as a foreman for shipping and receiv-
ing at Poly Plastics in Kenilworth for
25 years.

Bill loved sports and music. He
was a member of the Pilgrim Congre-
gational Church in Warren.

Surviving are his loving wife of 51
years, Barbara E. Moore; two sons,
William J. and Thomas G. Moore;
four grandchildren, Evan, Amy, Jen-
nifer and Jonathan, and a brother,
Robert A. Moore.

A gathering was held on Sunday,
December 13, at the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. A memorial service took
place on Monday, December 14, at
the Pilgrim Congregational Church
in Warren.

Donations in lieu of flowers may
be made to the Pilgrim Congrega-
tional Church, 105 Mountainview
Road, Warren, N.J. 07059.

December 17, 2009

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

K.G.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09006410

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-38855-08

Plaintiff: COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.
VS.
Defendant: JERUSA LIMA, JULIO LIMA, HER

HUSBAND, BANK OF AMERICA, NA
Sale Date: 01/13/2010
Writ of Execution: 10/15/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Four and
58/100*** $360,534.58.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1769 Dakota Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tax Lot No. 3 in Block No. 59
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 98 x 220
Nearest Cross Street: Florida Street
Beginning at a point on the Southeasterly line

of Dakota Street, said point being distant North-
easterly 672.47 feet from the corner formed by
the intersection of the Southwesterly terminus
line of Boulevard, with the said Southeasterly line
of Dakota Street, thence.

Prior Liens/Encumbrances
Taxes Open: $2,061.79
Added Assessments 2009 (4th Qtr) Open:

$56.02
Total as of October 29, 2009: $2,117.81
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Two Thousand

One Hundred Ninety One and 98/100***
$402,191.98 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 12/17, 12/24, 12/31
& 01/07/10 Fee: $181.56
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Annual MLK Observances
Set January 18 In Westfield
WESTFIELD – The 23rd annual

Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial
Services will be held on Monday,
January 18, beginning at 1 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

The Martin Luther King Jr. Asso-
ciation of Westfield has announced
that Rabbi Charles Kroloff will
serve as guest speaker for the pro-
gram. Rabbi Kroloff has an exten-
sive résumé, including positions
held locally, on the state level and
with colleges, as well as being the
author of several books.

Multiple awards will be given to
students for artwork, poetry and es-
says. Entries are open to any elemen-
tary, middle or high school student
who lives in Westfield or attends a
Westfield school. The theme for this
year’s program is “Individual Respon-
sibility.”

All entries should include the
student’s name, grade and school
and be forwarded to the main office
of the student’s school by Thurs-
day, January 7. Essays should be
between 200 and 400 words in length
and should be typed or neatly writ-
ten. Any artwork will be returned to
the student; however, poetry and
essays will not be returned.

Judging for submissions will be
held on Saturday, January 9, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. at the Westfield
Community Center, located at 558
West Broad Street in Westfield.

The Association reminds all stu-
dents and parents that submissions
must be the student’s own work, not
the work of their parents or friends,
and that this contest is conducted on
the honor system. The committee will
notify all prize recipients in the week
prior to the service. The public is
welcome to come in to assist in the
judging, and refreshments will be
served.

Past tradition has always included
a march through downtown
Westfield, with participants sing-
ing freedom songs of the 1960s.
This march will start at 12:30 p.m.
at the MLK Monument, located near
the South Avenue Circle. It will
then proceed to the temple. The
Association contributes annually to
needy families and various organiza-
tions in the Westfield community.

For more information about the pro-
gram, contest or donations, call a mem-
ber of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association of Westfield or contact
Elizabeth Wolf at (908) 654-6770 or
elizabethwolf@eawolf.com.

Boy Scout Troop 77 Names
Nick Roth as Newest Eagle

Nicholas Roth

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
77, sponsored by the Vestry at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield,
recently honored Nicho-
las Roth with the rank of
Eagle Scout. The Eagle is
the highest rank available
in Boy Scouting.

A fifth-generation
Westfielder, Nick is the
son of Grace and Dean
Roth. He is the 77th scout
to achieve the rank of
Eagle since the troop’s
founding in 1935. Nearly
100 people attended the
ceremony, among them
State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.

All Eagle Scouts are required to plan
and execute an Eagle Scout Leadership
Service Project. Nick focused his ef-
forts on Westfield’s Brightwood Park,
also known as Noel A. Taylor Park.

The first phase of his project com-
prised a general park cleanup focused
on removing trash throughout the
grounds. Nick supervised a crew of 80
people who managed to fill a 40-foot
dumpster with trash. The second phase
of his project was to design, raise funds
for, assemble and install two picnic
tables, a bench and a trash receptacle
along the trail around the pond.

Nick raised more than $2,700 and
supervised a crew of 14 volunteers
who assembled the items and installed
them along the trail around the pond.
The picnic area is a short distance
down the trail that begins near the
fence at the Prospect Street entrance.

Nick began his association with
scouting at age 6, when he became a
Tiger Cub with Pack 172 at Franklin

Elementary School. He joined Troop
77 in the fifth grade and has been an
active member ever since.

During his scouting ca-
reer, Nick has attended the
2005 National Scout Jam-
boree, spent four weeks at
Sabattis Adventure Camp
in the Adirondacks and
completed the Cape Cod
Maritime Trek in Massa-
chusetts, the Len Hok’ Sin
High Adventure Back-
packing Trek in Virginia
and the Florida Sea Base
Out Island Adventure.

He is a Brotherhood
member of the Order of the

Arrow and a member of the Patriots’
Path Council Scout Ambassador Corps.

Nick especially enjoys working
with younger scouts, and has demon-
strated his ability to impart knowl-
edge and motivate younger boys in
the positions of Den Chief, Troop
Guide and Instructor.

Outside of scouting, Nick has dis-
tinguished himself in the winter
Olympic sport of curling, having rep-
resented the Plainfield Curling Club
in competitions in New Jersey, New
York, Connecticut and Maryland.
With his family, he has traveled to 45
states and 44 foreign countries, and
has made visits to Boy Scout founder
Robert Baden-Powell’s house in Lon-
don and Baden-Powell’s cottage and
gravesite in Nyeri, Kenya.

Nick currently is a junior at Westfield
High School. He continues to serve
Troop 77 as a Junior Assistant Scout-
master and will represent the Patriots’
Path Council at the 2010 National
Scout Jamboree this summer.

Calvary Lutheran Church
Offers Christmas Services

CRANFORD – The Calvary
Lutheran Church invites the commu-
nity to celebrate the joy of Christmas
at services designed for all ages on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Jeanne
Elmuccio, organist and choir direc-
tor, with assistance from Rick Me-
rino, youth music leader.

Three opportunities for family
worship will be available on Thurs-
day, December 24, starting with a
young children’s Christmas Eve Ser-
vice at 4 p.m. This service will in-
clude simple carols, the reading of
the Christmas story and the placing
of the nativity figures by some of the
children.

At 7 p.m., a Family Service of
Holy Communion will feature sea-
sonal music provided by the Youth
Bell Choir and the Children’s Choir.
Instrumental accompaniment will in-
clude organ, hand bells, piano, vio-
lin and bassoon.

The 10 p.m. Candlelight Service

of Holy Communion will feature
music by the Calvary Hand Bell
Choir and seasonal anthems and car-
ols by the Calvary Choir, accompa-
nied by organ and piano.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will be
celebrated on Friday, Christmas Day,
December 25, at 10:15 a.m.

On Sunday, December 27, Cal-
vary will offer a single Service of
Lessons and Carols with Holy Com-
munion at 10:15 a.m. Musical ac-
companiment will include organ and
bassoon.

On Sunday, January 3, Calvary
also will present one Service of Holy
Communion at 10:15 a.m. The
church will return to its regular Sun-
day worship schedule of 8:30 a.m.,
10:15 a.m. and 5 p.m. services on
Sunday, January 10.

Located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford, Calvary Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the New
Jersey Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, serving
the Cranford-Westfield area and sur-
rounding communities for 81 years.

Louise B. Russell, 62, Was Caseworker,
Supervisor For Social Services Board

Louise Bernice Russell, 62, of
Westfield passed away on Thurs-
day, December 10, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in Passaic, she grew up in
Rahway. After graduating from
Rutgers Newark with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Russian, Louise worked
at the Union County Board of Social
Services for seven years, first as a
caseworker and then as a supervisor.

After being a full-time mom for
many years, Louise worked in the
Circulation Department at the
Westfield Memorial Library. She
was an avid walker, gardener and
animal lover who will be dearly
missed.

Surviving are her beloved hus-
band of 33 years, Marvin Smith;
her elder daughter, Susan Russell-
Smith and her husband, John Soster,
of Brooklyn; her younger daughter,
Kathleen Russell-Smith and her

fiancé, Jon Iverson, of Brooklyn;
her brother, Don Russell and his
companion, Ann Bushey, of
Metuchen, and her mother, Susan
Russell of Rahway.

Louise was a member of the Uni-
tarian Church in Summit, where a
memorial service will be held at 11
a.m. tomorrow, Friday, December
18. The church is located at 4
Waldron Avenue, at the corner of
Springfield and Waldron Avenues.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her name may be made to the Cornell
Feline Health Center, College of
Veterinary Medicine, Cornell Uni-
versity, Box 13, Ithaca, N.Y. 14853
or to the Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center, P.O. Box 27106,
New York, N.Y. 10087.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.
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Joseph Kominsky, 67, Avid Fisherman;
Operated Businesses For Many Years

Joseph T. Kominsky, 67, passed
away on Thursday, December 10, in
Brick.

Born in Paterson, N.J. on April
13, 1942, he had lived in Clifton for
the early part of his life and was a
printer for the Herald News. He
then moved to Montgomery Center,
Vt. and opened and operated
Westhill Printers and Kominsky’s
Bloomers for many years.

Always an avid fisherman, he left
Vermont and relocated to Pulaski,
N.Y., becoming a fishing guide on
the Douglaston Salmon Run, where
he gained notoriety as “Joey K.”
His success brought him industry
recognition, including appearances
on television and invitations to
multiple outdoor life exhibitions
throughout the Northeast, as well
as writing assignments for numer-
ous trade publications. He was an
accomplished fisherman on all lev-
els and respected by his peers.

He was the son of Irene and Jo-
seph Kominsky, brother to Nicho-
las and Philip, uncle to Abby, Lisa
and Kaitlin, great-uncle to Logan,
brother-in-law to Mary and hus-
band to Joan Swanton and later
Leslie Malcomb.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, December 14, at
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment followed at Holy
Cross Cemetery in North Arlington.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that contributions be made
in his name to the Multiple My-
eloma Research Foundation,
www.multiplemyeloma.org.

December 17, 2009 George L. Swallow, 88, Navy Veteran;
Was P.E. and Industrial Hygienist

George Leonard Swallow, 88,
passed away early Friday morning,
October 9, 2009.

Born in Indianapolis, Ind. on Au-
gust 28, 1921, George grew up in
Westfield, N.J. and graduated Sigma
Phi Delta from Cornell University.
He attended Westfield High School,
where he was actively involved in the
Honor Society, Marching Band and
Glee Club, and continued to attend
his class reunions and connect with
friends over seven decades.

George served in the United States
Navy during World War II and mar-
ried Anita Bohl, also of Westfield,
on September 15, 1944. An out-
standing professional engineer and
industrial hygienist, George was
well respected and admired profes-
sionally, as well as personally. His

work and family kept him in and
around the Westfield area until 1971,
when he was transferred to Colo-
rado to finish his career and eventu-
ally retire. He will be sorely missed
by all who knew this intelligent,
compassionate, gracious and cou-
rageous man.

He was preceded in death by his
loving wife of 54 years, Anita.

He was the father of Steve Swallow
of West Newbury, Mass., George
Swallow, Jr. of Boston, Mass., Nancy
Cox of Richmond, Va., Betsy
Gillespie of Loveland, Colo. and Peg
McMillen of Golden, Colo. George
also is survived by 12 grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.

A memorial service was held Octo-
ber 16 in Lakewood, Colo.

December 17, 2009

Holiday Activities For Kids
Get Underway Tomorrow

GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-
lic Library will present three pro-
grams for children before and dur-
ing the Christmas holidays to close
out 2009.

A holiday reindeer craft, open to
20 children in fifth grade and up,
will be held tomorrow, Friday, De-
cember 18, at 3:15 p.m. All materi-
als will be supplied to create an at-
tractive piece, perfect for one’s holi-
day table. Registration is required,
and priority will be given to Garwood
residents. Interested persons may
register at the library, by telephone
or through the interactive calendar
found at the library’s website,
youseemore/com.garwood.

On Monday, December 28, at 11
a.m., Mark the Magician will present a
Holiday Extravaganza of Magic for all
ages. Registration is open to 40 chil-
dren, with priority given to Garwood
residents. A parent or caregiver must
accompany all children.

The library will hold its second an-
nual Noisemaker Craft on Tuesday,
December 29, at 2 p.m. Children will
create noisemakers to ring in the New
Year of 2010. Open to youngsters in
grades 2 and up, the group will be
limited to 25. Registration also is re-
quired for this event, and participants
are encouraged to sign up early.

In conjunction with all the public
libraries in Union County, the
Garwood Public Library is still col-
lecting non-perishable food items
for the Union County Food Banks
through Friday, December 18. Gen-
tly used and new children’s books
will continue to be collected for the
children in rural Appalachia through
the end of December.

During the Christmas holidays, the
Garwood Public Library will be
closed from Thursday, December 24,
through Saturday, December 26. The
library will reopen with regular busi-
ness hours on Monday, December 28.

Any audio-visual material to be
returned while the library is closed
must not be placed in the outdoor
book drop. Patrons are advised to
plan their returns accordingly, so
that DVDs and audiobooks can be
returned inside. There is an addi-
tional fee charged for audiovisual
material that is deposited in the book
drop. The Garwood Public Library
is located at the corner of Third Av-
enue and Walnut Street and may be
reached by calling (908) 789-1670.

Students’ Ornaments
Adorn Borough Tree
GARWOOD – The Lincoln School

art class recently was commissioned
to make holiday ornaments for the
Christmas tree that is displayed in the
council chambers at Borough Hall.

At the request of Debbie McCarthy,
wife of Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
grades 3 to 7 participated in making
ornaments. The tree will be on dis-
play for the public through Friday,
January 8, 2010.

The candle ornaments represent Ha-
nukkah, Christmas and Kwanzaa. The
red-and-white-striped star ornaments
represent men and women in the mili-
tary fighting for freedom. The candy-
cane ornaments represent The Nut-
cracker Suite. The God’s Eye orna-
ments represent Native Americans. The
blue ornaments with stars represent
Vincent Van Gogh’s “Starry Night.”

After the students presented the
mayor and Mrs. McCarthy with the
ornaments for the borough tree, they
also presented them with ornaments
for their own Christmas tree.

Free Holiday Gift Wrapping
To Aid Kids With Autism

FANWOOD – Autism Family
Tours with Brianna will offer free
holiday gift-wrapping to area resi-
dents for their holiday gifts as a
community service in Fanwood on
Sunday, December 20.

Autism Family Tours with
Brianna has been working with Path-
ways for Exceptional Children,
training local teens to mentor chil-
dren with autism and other special
needs. The gift-wrapping event is
among their first mentoring projects.

This event will take place at For-
est Road Park from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Wrapping paper selections appro-
priate for various holidays, ages and
genders will be available.

Autism Family Tours has coordi-
nated the peer partnerships and the
materials. Mayor Colleen Mahr and
Bob Budiansky, Fanwood recreation
director, provided access to the For-

est Road Park location for the event.
Mentors will help with the fine motor

skills of wrapping and taping, as well
as the social skills of interacting with
others. The Peer Mentor mission is to
help children with special needs learn
and experience new things and to sup-
port them in beneficial activities
through organized, one-to-one events
and relationships.

Participants learn about diagnoses
that include autism, visual and hear-
ing impairments and developmen-
tal disabilities and learn about how
to work with and be a companion to
a child with special needs.

Information about the 501(c)(3)
non-profit, charitable organization,
volunteer opportunities, donations,
ongoing community activities and
autism-related resources is avail-
able at autismfamilytours.org or by
calling (908) 889-8860.

Thrift Shop Sales
To Benefit Animals

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will have a
60-percent-off sale on all merchan-
dise in its thrift shop Saturday through
Thursday, December 19 to 24.

Located at 1750 East Second Street
in Scotch Plains, the shop is open from
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. every day
except Sunday and Monday. The shop
will close at 2 p.m. on December 24.

The shop also will accept donations
of dog and especially cat food, canned
and dry, as well as clumping litter for
foster animals in need. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 486-0230 or visit
bestfriendpetfinder.org. Monetary do-
nations are urgently needed and may
be mailed to: Best Friend, P.O. Box
335, Cranford N.J. 07016.

Memorial Service Set
For Elizabeth Hogarth
A memorial service for Elizabeth

Hogarth will be held on Tuesday,
December 22, at noon at the First
Congregational Church, located at
125 Elmer Street in Westfield.

A reception for family and friends
will take place immediately following
the service. A private burial service at
Woodland Cemetery in Stamford,
Conn. will take place at a later date.
Arrangements are by the Gray Funeral
Home in Westfield. A full obituary
will appear in next week’s edition.
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STYLE CUISINE

Join us for New Year’s Eve
(limited ala carte menu seen on our website)

ff
Dj & Dancing all night long with a midnight complimentary Champagne Toast

PRIX FX IX FX OUR-COURSE DE INNER MR ENU

FOR ONLY $27.95$ 7 95Y
Please check our website to see the whole menu at…

www.mosaico22.com

COME IN & RECEIVE OUR CUSTOMER LOYALTY CARD AND SAVE
EVERYTIME YOU DINE WITH US! (card cannot be used for parties of 10 or more)

E N J O Y O U R R E G U L A R M E N U
F O R  C H R I S T M A S E V E

…

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen FoundationFunding has been made possible in part through a 

grant by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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A New Year’s Eve celebration of
American musical theater classics

featuring guest stars direct
from the Broadway stage.

ADVANCE TICKETS $35 and $65

Visit our ticket outlets (cash or check only);  

New Year’s Eve  Thursday, December 31st, 2009 at 7PM

Westfield High School

Union County Teen
Arts Exhibit on Display

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that the 2009 Teen Arts
Traveling Exhibit is on display in the
Freeholders Gallery, located on the
sixth floor of the Union County Ad-
ministration Building, through
Wednesday, December 23.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces
of art selected from more than 600
visual-art works shown at the 2009
Union County Teen Arts Festival held
in March at Union County College
in Cranford.

The exhibiting students are
Isabelle Perrin, Deerfield School,
Mountainside; Veronica Tolentino,
Union County Vo-Tech, Scotch
Plains; Emily Aschenbach, Union
County Vo-Tech, Scotch Plains;
Brian Fischer, Union County Vo-
Tech, Scotch Plains; Louis
Rodriquez, Hillcrest Academy,
Scotch Plains; Gabby Aragona, Lam-
berts Mill Academy, Westfield; Julia
Godbee, Edison Intermediate,
Westfield.

For information about the Teen
Arts program, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay service users should call 7-1-
1 or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

A STYLING 75TH…The Westfield Community Players Board enjoys a festive
evening late last month to celebrate 75 years of the community theater’s existence.
Pictured, from left to right, are: back row, Joanne Lemenille, Jessica Foerst,
Barbara Ruban, Naomi Yablonsky, Lucille Bills, Victor Cenci and Gail Smith;
front row, Letty Hudak, Joyce Nowlin and Bill McMeekan.

WF Community Players
Celebrate 75th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-

munity Players (WCP) celebrated its
75th year of live community theatre
by hosting a fundraising Costume
Soirée in late November.

The WCP Activities Committee,
chaired by Naomi Yablonsky, trans-
formed the theatre into a theatrically
themed cabaret, complete with red,
black and white decorations, festive
balloons and centerpieces, which
were courtesy of The Party Stop.

Costumed guests mingled and
nibbled on delicious hors d’œuvre
and exchanged memories of past pro-
ductions, while enjoying live perfor-
mances by pianist Skip Ungar, a
cappella group Random Thoughts and
singer John Schweska who was ac-
companied by WCP President Joanne
Lemenille on piano.

Westfield restaurants 16 Prospect
Bistro, SweetWaters and Mama Lou’s
donated gift certificates, which de-
lighted the lucky raffle winners who

received them. Decorated gift bas-
kets were awarded to the guests voted
as having the best overall, most theat-
rical and most creative costumes.

Ms. Lemenille, in her remarks to
the partygoers, thanked the sponsors
and contributors to the evening, and
noted that the proceeds will help keep
the theater in good shape for the next
75 years. Special thanks were given
to the planning committee and the
WCP board for their continued sup-
port.

All proceeds will benefit the
Westfield Community Players Build-
ing Fund, to be used for numerous
necessary capital improvements. The
Building Fund donation campaign is
ongoing; checks may be made pay-
able to Westfield Community Players
and sent to the theater, at 1000 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey
07090. See
westfieldcommunityplayers.org for
additional details.

American Songbook Rings
In the New Year for WSO

WESTFIELD – On Thursday,
December 31, at 7 p.m., under the
baton of Maestro David Wroe, the
fully professional Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) again
presents one of New Jersey’s most
popular New Year’s Eve musical
celebrations.

This year’s performance, THE
GREAT AMERICAN
SONGBOOK, promises a superb
revue of American musical theater
classics presented in symphonic
splendor.

The concert has become a music
event anticipated by much of cen-
tral New Jersey. This year’s lineup
reads like a “Who’s Who” of the
best of American musical theater.
Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Rich-
ard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein, as well as Stephen
Sondheim, John Kander and Fred
Ebb are just some of the composers
celebrated in the show, which also
features international guest vocal-
ists direct from the Broadway stage.

THE GREAT AMERICAN
SONGBOOK gives insight into the
wacky, the tender, the comic, and
the tragic elements of musical
theater. An event for the whole
family, this is a friendly cabaret–
style concert for adults to reminisce
to songs they all know, for kids to
enjoy some of the more peculiar

characters to grace Broadway’s
stage and for all to revel in the
musical genius of some of America’s
finest musical theater composers
and professional performers.

The concert will take place in the
newly refurbished Westfield High
School auditorium, located at 550
Dorian Road in Westfield, and will
finish at approximately 9 p.m.

The WSO recommends that audi-
ence members make reservations as
soon as possible, as last year’s con-
cert was a sellout. Tickets in ad-
vance are $35 for general admis-
sion and $65 for preferred seating
($40 and $70 at the door, if avail-
able.)

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO by calling (908) 232-
9400 or visiting the office at 224
East Broad Street in Westfield. Tick-
ets are also available from The Town
Bookstore in Westfield, Martin Jew-
elers in Cranford and Paperfolio in
Summit.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Moments of great truth partially
compensate for the plodding pre-
dictability of director Kirk Jones’s
Everybody’s Fine, a remake of
Giuseppe Tornatore’s Stanno Tutti
Bene (1990). But if your interest is
prompted by the TV ads, beware.
While marketed as a dramedy, there’s
more dram here than edy. The few
laughs are those of harsh realization.

Robert De Niro is widower Frank
Goode, a variation on the working
class hero Billy Joel lionizes in “Allen-
town.” Having spent a lifetime fash-
ioning telephone wire coating to sup-
port home, hearth and his take on the
American dream, he has damaged his
health in the process. PVC, you know.
But that’s OK, figures Frank. His kids
are all successful.

Curious thing, though. About eight
months after his wife’s passing, he
happily preps for an en masse visit
by the brood. There’s Rosie, the
dancer played by Drew Barrymore;
Amy, the Chicago advertising wiz
portrayed by Kate Beckinsale; sym-
phony conductor Robert, acted by
Sam Rockwell, and David, the New
York City artist. One by one they
cancel.

Now, Frank really shouldn’t travel.
Doctor’s orders are to just putter in
his Elmira, N.Y., garden. But the guy
is determined to see his kids. And
although he opts for mass transit
rather than a big RV, his embarking
on the road to find out, as Cat Stevens
would put it, is similar in ethos to the
trip undertaken by Jack Nicholson
in About Schmidt (2002).

There are places to go and people
to see, all of them potential sounding
boards for the world according to
Frank. Like many folks who’ve
reached a certain age, he needs to
impart. There is rationalization to
relate. Pointing out the window at
the wire he protected from the ele-
ments, he regales other passengers
with why and how he did it his way.

All of which gives Mr. De Niro,
after a spate of mostly box office
fluff, an opportunity to show that he
still has the stuff of greatness. Not
that the lead performance is entirely
stellar. But, like the film itself, his
evocation of one man’s raison d’etre
musters patent honesty. We like
Frank, and worry both about his
health and what he might discover.

The first unannounced stop is the
artist David’s digs. But a knock
brings no answer at the walk-up
apartment. Frank slides an envelope
under the door. And while despon-
dent that he missed his youngest, he
is nonetheless heartened by the
prominent window position his son’s

Everybody’s Fine:
Relatively Speaking

painting occupies in an art galley
downstairs. Oh well, on to the next
child.

Thus, each leg of the journey of-
fers Frank a chance to commune
with his fellow man, a device that
essentially serves as a chorus to the
plot. But the screenplay, which bor-
rows several notions from Harry and
Tonto (1974), the modern granddad
of the genre, shares neither the philo-
sophical commitment nor the great
characterizations of that classic.

For those who share with me and
my dear departed Yorkie, Muffin,
the sheer joy of going for a ride, note
that we are teased with that vicari-
ous possibility. But director Jones
skimps in the travelogue and sociol-
ogy departments. There are no
breathtaking vistas or personae ap-
proximating the wit and fascination
of a Chief Dan George to help the
cause.

As it stands, the trek is used to
perfunctorily move the story along,
rather than as an engaging sub-plot
unto itself. Likewise, ancillary per-
sonalities are only aboard to hear
and react to Frank’s musings. Com-
pelling undertones to supplement his
travail don’t exist. A resulting lack
of fluidity makes the film seem longer
than one hundred minutes.

On the positive side, the dearth of
interesting side business chillingly
but informingly isolates Frank from
the perceptions he has heretofore
held as true. For the fact is, things are
not exactly the way his heartfelt
wishes made them seem. Half-truths
pepper some rather unsettling actu-
alities for this blue-collar cousin of
Arthur Miller’s Willy Loman.

The rub is, Mom knew the skinny
all along. So, in mining these divul-
gences about his children, it is ap-
parent Frank was also clueless about
the complete dynamics of his mar-
riage, and therefore, his life in gen-
eral. With his very being seeking
new definition, the question now
becomes, how will Frank Goode di-
gest and adjust to his new world?

Though he is flawed to a fault, we
are invested in Frank’s humanity.
Pity is, the kids are little more than
shadows, mere caricatures in ser-
vice of the protagonist. Without dra-
matic complement or a script that
allows Mr. De Niro to forsake the
derivative saga and save the day with
a show-stealing character study,
Everybody’s Fine is just fair to
middlin’.

* * *
Everybody’s Fine, rated PG-13, is

a Miramax Films release directed by
Kirk Jones and stars Robert De Niro,
Drew Barrymore and Sam Rockwell.
Running time: 100 minutes.

WSO Nominated for
People’s Choice Award

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) has
reached the final shortlist in the Or-
chestra category of the NJ Arts
People’s Choice Awards.

The Jersey Arts Marketers (JAM),
a regional network of cultural institu-
tions throughout the state, nominated
its peers for the online poll, with the
provision that they could not nomi-
nate themselves. Those receiving the
highest number of nominations in
each category were identified, and
the WSO made it onto the final
shortlist.

People’s Choice Awards are designed
to reveal New Jersey’s favorite arts
organizations. The public votes via an
online poll, which will determine the
winners. The WSO encourages all
Westfield residents, as well as those in
surrounding towns, to support its bid to
triumph in the Orchestra category.

The online poll is not considered
scientific, nor does it intend to make

any evaluations as to artistic excel-
lence; instead, it is designed to give
the public a voice in determining the
most popular arts institutions in New
Jersey.

“It’s all in good fun,” said WSO
Music Director David Wroe, “Still,
we would love to win recognition and
hope that our audiences and friends
from Westfield and beyond will get
behind us. It means a lot to both us
and our community.”

Members of the public have until
midnight, January 19, 2010, to cast
their ballots. To vote for WSO in the
Orchestra category, go to
westfieldsymphony.org and click on
the People’s Choice Award ballot icon.

Voters will also have the opportu-
nity to vote in other arts categories,
and five lucky voters will be selected
at random to receive the items of their
choice from the jerseyarts.com online
store. Winners will be announced on
jerseyarts.com on January 28, 2010.
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The Versatile Candy Cane,
A Holiday Favorite

By JAYNE BOOK SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s that time of the year again. The
temperature is dropping,
the stores are bustling with
busy shoppers, festive
decorations adorn our
downtown streets, and there
is just a general feeling of
cheer in the air.

Many symbols are asso-
ciated with the joy of the
season. One favorite has
long been the candy cane
or the peppermint stick.
Much controversy sur-
rounds the historical ori-
gins of this confection.

Some people believe it
has religious significance
and thus have assigned symbolic mean-
ings to the shape and to the red stripes.
Others feel that is was simply used as
tool to keep the children happily quiet
during religious ceremonies.

The one definite is that the original
confection was a straight, not a curved,
piece of pure white peppermint-fla-
vored candy.

According to legend, the possibil-
ity exists that the candy cane was
conceived by an employee of a New
Jersey candy shop. That story tells of
an employer who was looking for a
new type of sweet to promote busi-
ness. By lightly melting peppermint,
a new sensation was born.

Originally white, and then red- and
white-striped, candy canes today are
produced in a variety of colors. Both
the vibrant colors and the shape con-
tribute to its appeal.

No matter what its origins, it is a
fact that it has become a much-loved
candy and holiday decoration as well.
The versatile candy cane can be
twisted into various forms of confec-
tions. Candy-cane cookies are one
example.

The cookie is relatively easy to
prepare by rolling out and twisting
cookie dough, one white strand and
the other colored red with a little red
food color. Form the dough into a
lower case “J.”

A basic cake of any kind is trans-
formed into a candy cane when baked
in a “J-shaped” cake mold and frosting
alternate thick stripes of red and white.

Why not, then, make miniature cup-
cakes, frost them with vanilla frost-
ing, stripe them with a little red frost-
ing and place them on a platter in the
shape of a “J”? It’s so simple that the
kids will not only love devouring

them but also will enjoy helping to
make them.

Miniature tubes of red frosting were
used to stripe these cup-
cakes baked in mini muffin
tins. The same affect can
be accomplished using
standard size cupcakes.

Mini cupcakes can be
used to create many ob-
jects for the season and all
year long. Numbers, let-
ters, religious symbols and
geometric shapes are just
some of the many possi-
bilities.

Here are two holiday
recipes, one for cookie
dough and the other for
mini cupcakes. Happy

Holidays!

PEPPERMINT COOKIES
*This is a basic sugar cookie recipe with a

little mint added

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter, softened

1 ¼ cup sugar
2 teaspoons peppermint extract

1 egg
½ teaspoon salt

3 cups flour

Cream the butter and sugar. Add
the peppermint, egg, salt and the flour
in small increments. Mix until well
blended. Separate into two parts. Add
red food color until desired red is
achieved to one batch. Form two balls,
wrap in plastic wrap and chill for at
least 30 minutes. Take one tablespoon
from each ball. Roll out into equal
size ropes. Twist the dough ropes to
resemble candy canes. Repeat until
all the dough is used. Bake at 375
degrees in a preheated oven for ap-
proximately 10 minutes.

P’MINT CUPCAKES
*This is a basic 1-2-3-4 cake with pepper-

mint added

INGREDIENTS
1 cup butter (melted)

1 cup milk
2 cups sugar

2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons peppermint extract

3 cups flour
4 eggs

Combine all ingredients in a large
bowl. Spoon 1 tablespoon of batter
into greased or mini cupcake papered
tins. Bake for 30 minutes Add a ¼
teaspoon peppermint extract to your
favorite white frosting.

Yield: 48 mini cupcakes

Peppermint Cupcakes

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

100s OF GIFTS FROM $5 TO $55 +

ONE CONVENIENT STOP

ANNUAL W.B.G.O. COAT DRIVE

NOW THRU JANUARY 20TH.

ORNAMENTS, HOLIDAY CANDLES, SANTAS...

BEAUTIFUL FRESH ARRANGEMENTS

FREE GIFT WRAPPING AND PARKING

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Flowers, Silks, Gifts

and Greeting Cards
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SPFAA Considers Making Non-
Juried Show an Autumn Tradition

Anne Castellano’s “Visionaries for the Ages,” Drawing, Third Place

Courtesy of Michael J. Pollack

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – For 43 years,
the Scotch Plains Fanwood Art Asso-
ciation (SPFAA)
has been displaying
the artistic talent of
its members in an
annual juried show
typically held in
March at the Scotch
Plains Public Li-
brary. Now, how-
ever, for the first
time in many years,
the SPFAA hosted
a non-juried Fall Art
Show.

Fifteen SPFAA
members partici-
pated, showing 40 pieces of art.

“We’ve had some of [our] members
recently request an additional show
during the year,” said SPFAA president
Paula Pearl.

“We decided [to put on a non-juried
show] so members could show work
that had been shown before.”

According to Ms. Pearl, the annual
spring show restricts members’ works
to pieces that have not been previously
exhibited.

“Several of the
members don’t
have much recent
work, and that
makes it difficult for
them to participate
in the juried show,”
she added.

Since the autum-
nal show generated
as much, if not
more, interest
among SPFAA
members than the
most recent spring
juried show, Ms.

Pearl believes the SPFAA will continue
to have one non-juried show a year in
addition to the juried spring show.

“There was no entry fee for the mem-
bers, no judge, therefore no awards.
This was just for the purpose of sharing
our work with the public,” said Ms.
Pearl.

Anne Castellano of Cranford is a
relatively new SPFAA member, having
just joined the organization in Septem-
ber.

“Joy Miccio and I became mem-
bers of the SPFAA after we attended
a watercolor-demonstration program
the group held in September,” she
said. “The members we met that night
impressed us with their dedication to
the appreciation of the arts.”

She exhibited three pieces at the Fall
Art Show. One, a pencil drawing, featur-
ing Michelangelo, Gandhi, Einstein and
Da Vinci titled “Visionaries for the Ages,”
won third place in the Union County
Senior Art Show held this past June.

Ms. Castellano also exhibited the
pastel drawing “Nate, After the Beach”
and a colored-pencil drawing titled,
“Tête-à-Tête.”

“Sharing the love of art with people
of like interest is satisfying, rewarding
and very important to me,” said Ms.
Castellano.

The SPFAA meets five times a year
in the Patricia Kuran Cultural Arts Cen-
ter in Fanwood, located on the grounds
of Fanwood’s Borough Hall.

Meetings, which often include artist
demonstrations, are held on the third
Thursday of every other month, Sep-
tember through May.

SPFAA meetings are open to the
general public, and new members are
welcome. SPFAA meeting informa-
tion can be found at spfaa.org.

Anne Castellano
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Exhibit Highlights
Post-War Bosnia

AREA – The Walsh Gallery at Se-
ton Hall University is hosting a trav-
eling exhibition by photographer Su-
san Nolan, associate professor of Psy-
chology and United Nations repre-
sentative for the American Psychol-
ogy Association.

Ms. Nolan’s photographs capture
the spirit of post-war Bosnia-
Herzegovia, focusing on young
people working to improve their lives
in the aftermath of war. The images
are quite different from the stereo-
typical depictions broadcast by
American media outlets.

Instead, Ms. Nolan captures youth-
ful subjects engaged in leisure activi-
ties, providing positive portrayals of
youth expressing their identities
through their vocations and avoca-
tions. The energy radiated by the
young people she encountered dur-
ing her visits is incredibly uplifting.

The exhibit will run from Monday,
January 11, 2010, to Friday, February
12. There will be an opening recep-
tion on Thursday, January 21, from 5
to 8 p.m.

The exhibition will subsequently
travel to the city of Banja Luka in
Bosnia.

For more information, see shu.edu.

Rahway Music Company Showcases
Students’ Talents, WF’s Blue Side Down

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — On a Saturday night
earlier this month, the patrons of the
Clark Recreation Center were treated
to a performance of the next genera-
tion of rock stars, as the students of
the Rahway Music Company (RMC)
took the stage to perform for friends
and family.

The event, dubbed Rockstock, was
designed to give the students, who are
taught “rock instrumentation” a chance
to perform before an audience.

“Music has to inspire and pull
people in to be effective,” said E.J.
Gaub, founder of the RMC.  “That’s
one of the reasons we do rock instru-
ments as opposed to the ‘violin/flute’
approach.”

A former musician himself, Mr.
Gaub said he wanted to create a place
where kids could freely play music
together and hear their sound not only
amplified, but also augmented.

“I was bouncing around from ga-
rage band to garage band,” Mr. Gaub
recalled. “Then one day, we sat in
with a professional, and he had us
sounding better in five minutes than
we’d ever sounded before. I want to
give kids that expertise, so they don’t
just struggle for years.

“We also work with getting kids
into bands. We work with them over
time, first getting them together, then
teaching them to play together and to
listen to each other,” Mr. Gaub con-
tinued. “Then, we’re able to give them
a place to showcase their skills. We
always tell them that no one is perfect
and that we’re all there to have a good
time.”

Indeed, every student from the
RMC seemed to be represented, as
the program began with brief solo
pieces from several young students.
Generally, the pieces were impres-
sively performed, and considering the
age of the students, they were truly
amazing to see. The drummers even
wrote their own solos.

However, some of the performances
suffered without a full band, and when
students made mistakes, it gave the
set the feel of a beginner band recital.

But given the fact that this was likely
the first show for many of the stu-
dents, those factors can be ignored.

The second half of the show fea-
tured the Wharton Music All-Stars, a

group of young students who per-
formed “Come Together” by The
Beatles. The playing was impressive,
but too long, and the group seemed
stiff and nervous, looking as if they

had never played together before.
Another young female student, who
sang “Jailhouse Rock” with two in-
structors, followed them.

Unfortunately, stage fright took
over again, as the girl was out of sync
with the instructors and sang in a
voice barely above speaking volume.

Afterwards, Kevin Mevendino and
Tom Lewis, two guitarists, took the
stage, performing self-written guitar
pieces with accompaniment from Mr.
Gaub on drums. Both students showed
remarkable intensity, shredding their
guitars like young Steve Vai’s.

Even though both shredders seemed
more focused on their playing as op-
posed to their performing, it did not
hurt the connection the trio made
with the audience; given the compli-
cated pieces, the focus on craft may
have been the wiser choice anyway.

The Marauders, the first of the
bands, then came up. They opened
their set with The Who’s “Baba
O’Riley,” which they played near
perfectly. However, the band looked
bored onstage, and a botched violin
solo nearly ruined the energy of the
song.

The Ice Breakers, a two-guitar-and-
drum trio, then took the stage. They
were easily the most energetic band
up to this point, moving about the
stage and engaging in some slight
banter with the crowd while perform-
ing two originals and the Talking
Heads’ “Psycho Killer.”

The final band, Westfield’s Blue
Side Down, was easily the most stage-
ready. The group mentioned how
Rockstock had been their first gig,
before launching in a Blink 182-in-
spired set (even covering the band’s
“All the Small Things”). The crowd
applauded heavily for the group, who
encouraged people to stand up and
have fun as they enjoyed playing for
them.

Rockstock was a worthy venue for
eager young musicians to show off
their chops, and while RMC may
want to include a course on “stage
presence,” it proved itself to be a
“rock-solid” crash course in rock
music.

SP Singer Has Tradition
Of Performing Messiah

SCOTCH PLAINS – Longtime
Masterwork Chorus member
Anastatsia Carumpalos of Scotch
Plains will sing her 123rd perfor-
mance of G. F. Handel’s choral mas-
terpiece Messiah with the choir.

Led by Music Director Andrew
Megill, the Masterwork Chorus and
Orchestra will give two performances
of the complete oratorio at the Com-
munity Theatre, Mayo Center for the
Performing Arts, in Morristown, on
Saturday, December 19, at 8 p.m.,
and at Carnegie Hall, New York, on
Wednesday, December 23, at 8 p.m.

Even though Ms. Carumpalos has
sung the piece many times, she said,
“This is such a beautiful piece of
music; it is impossible to become

bored with it. It invokes a special
feeling within me that is difficult to
describe and one that, I have been
told, is also felt by the audience when
Masterwork performs it. In addition,
Andrew keeps it fresh for us by intro-
ducing different versions that Handel
wrote and taking new approaches in
interpreting the music.”

The soloists will feature a quartet
of rising young singers: soprano Amy
Cofield Williamson, mezzo soprano
Patricia Thompson, tenor Scott
Williamson and bass Richard Lippold.
Founded in Morris County in 1955,
the Masterwork Chorus first presented
Messiah at Carnegie Hall in 1961 and
has performed the work each year
since.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING ROCKSTOCK OF IT...Westfield’s Blue Side Down performs at the
Clark Recreation Center last Saturday, as Rahway Music Company hosted
Rockstock, an event planned to give young musicians a taste of playing live; for
some bands, it was their first experience of playing in front of an audience.




