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Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
REFRESHING DIP...Residents flocked to the Westfield Memorial Pool on Monday to get relief from the heat. The
temperature soared over 90 on Monday, making it the hottest day so far this summer.

Westfield Council Restricts Truck
Idling at Loading Zones Downtown

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In a recently en-
acted ordinance, the Town of
Westfield seeks to “better define”
loading zones around the town and
allow for regular parking in those
zones during off-peak hours.

The ordinance officially designates
parts of Central Avenue, Elm, Pros-
pect, East Broad, Park and Quimby
Streets as loading zones, which will

be marked in yellow or orange paint
and clearly designated by signs.

Those operating commercial ve-
hicles in the loading zones will not be
allowed to “leave standing a
vehicle...longer than it takes to un-
load/load materials” or for any time
longer than 15 consecutive minutes
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 7
p.m. every day of the week except
Sundays and federal holidays.

Between Monday and Saturday,
before 9 a.m. and after 7 p.m., and all
day Sunday, the town will open up
loading zone areas for public park-
ing.

Related to the town’s attempt to
better regulate loading zones, the town
will also place signage in the zones to
remind commercial-vehicle drivers
of the state’s anti-idling statute, which
stipulates that vehicles shall not re-
main idling for more than three min-
utes. Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said the town’s parking
officers would enforce the policy.

“We’ve had a concern about trucks
idling in loading zones, from an envi-
ronmental [standpoint] and [from the
perspective] of those eating outside
at Westfield restaurants,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said. “We are just referring
them to the state statutes, and we’ll
have signage about idling. Hopefully,
it will discourage some of the trucks
out there idling from being out there,
and help improve the quality of life
for those in the downtown.”

Fellow Third Ward Councilman
David Haas asked if the town can
expand its new loading-zone ordi-
nance to regulate areas near school
athletic fields, where buses are drop-
ping off and picking up sports teams.

“We’re going to start in the down-
town,” Mr. Ciarrocca said. “We can
certainly talk about enforcing this by
the athletic fields, where buses are
waiting. We’ll take a look, Dave.”

During public comment, John
Devitt of Highland Avenue again
voiced his concern over the establish-
ment of a Subway Restaurant at the
corner of Quimby Street and Central
Avenue.

“The presence of fast-food restau-
rants and their growth in Westfield

needs to be addressed and studied,”
Mr. Devitt said.

He particularly focused on the lo-
cation of the business, which he called
“key, prime real estate in Westfield,”
and said “fast food doesn’t belong
there.”

He said the town’s land-use ordi-
nance, which regulates business op-
erations and prohibits such things as
gas stations, lumber yards and dry
cleaners from existing in downtown
Westfield, has many “loopholes” that
can be exploited.

Mr. Devitt implored the town coun-
cil to take a “good look” at the way
the ordinance reads because areas
such as the Central Avenue corridor
are “top strategic” locales for busi-
nesses, and he does not want to see
fast-food businesses utilizing such
areas in Westfield.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski thanked Mr. Devitt for
coming out again and sharing his
concerns.

“I think we should be encouraging
discussion about the topic,” Mr.
Bigosinski said. “We (town council)
should be monitoring the vitality and
the appeal and the image of the down-
town. It’s an important function.”

He touted George Withers, president
of G-Wiz auto wash, and Gina Pugliese,
owner of Pumpkins and Petunias, both
of whom visited the council to speak
about their businesses at the August 4
meeting, as the type of people and
businesses the town wishes to attract.

“They’re great entrepreneurs and
family people who really add to the
image of Westfield... I agree with you
in many respects... I think this is an
important and worthwhile discussion
to be had,” Mr. Bigosinski said.

Fourth Ward Councilman and Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee Chairman Jim Foerst said the cur-
rent land use ordinance provides for
“any and all restaurants” to operate in
downtown.

“If we change it to exclude certain
chain and brand-name restaurants,
look around downtown, we’re already
there. We have Jersey Mike’s, Rita’s
and now Five Guys,” Mr. Foerst said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SMASHED WINDSHIELD...The windshield of the 2005 Ford Taurus is smashed
by the impact from hitting a pedestrian last Wednesday, August 5, on North
Avenue by Lord & Taylor in Westfield. See story on page 10.

Comments to Be Allowed
On Relatives of Freeholders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has reached a settlement on
potential litigation by a Garwood resi-
dent who had charged that his First
Amendment Rights were violated at a
recent Board of Chosen Freeholders
meeting.

Bruce Paterson, who attends most
freeholder meetings, said he was pre-
vented from commenting at the June
25 meeting about what he perceives
are family members of county free-
holders who are on the county pay-
roll.

Mr. Paterson questioned how rela-
tives of the freeholder are appointed
officials.

“I am sure they don’t send in their
résumé, they just get hired because
they are a relative of a freeholder,”
Mr. Paterson stated at the meeting.
“When you are talking about three,
four, five relatives on the payroll, you
are talking about $100,000,
$200,000… The question remains,
how did they get on the payroll in the
first place?”

Mr. Paterson alleged that the
county’s hiring practices might be
“corrupt.”

When Mr. Paterson referred to a
relative of County Manager George
Devanney, Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
filling in for Chairman Al Mirabella,
interrupted him.

 “I am not going to tolerate talking
about family members. It’s not fair to
them,” Mr. Sullivan said. “I can tell
you this: there are any number of
people who may be or may not be
related to someone else who came

here long before the people (free-
holders) sitting here,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “So you group in all these
people…and make these accusations
about these people who cannot de-
fend themselves who are just going to
work and doing their jobs.”

Mr. Paterson then asked Mr.
Sullivan, “How many of your rela-
tives were on the payroll before you
showed up?” The acting chairman
again stopped him.

“Why don’t you go on to your next
point,” Mr. Sullivan said.

“That is my point. Why do I have a
next point?” Mr. Paterson stated.

“Well then I guess you’re finished,”
Mr. Sullivan responded.

Robert Barry, county counsel, in a
letter sent to Bobby Conner, an attor-
ney with the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of New Jersey (ACLU)
who represented Mr. Paterson, said,
“It is not the intention of the board to
restrict the free speech of Mr. Pater-
son or any other member of the pub-
lic.”

“Comments regarding public em-
ployees regardless of their relation to
freeholders or other officials will be
allowed, as they have been, at meet-
ings,” Mr. Barry said in his letter. “As
requested, the chairman of the board
(Mr. Mirabella) will correct any im-
pression to the contrary at the next
meeting of the board.”

The statement will include the
wording that, “comments regarding
public employees, whether or not they
are related to freeholders or others,
will be allowed at this and all future
meetings, as protected by the First
Amendment.”

Parents Upset Over Firing
Of MS Child Care Director

Paul J. Peyton  for The Westfield Leader
TOWN HALL TELECON...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) talks from his Westfield
office with a caller about healthcare reform during a teleconference he hosted on
Tuesday. Todd Mitchell, chief of staff, and Amanda Woloshen, deputy chief of
staff, review a computer screen of callers waiting to question the congressman.

DCA Rejects Extraordinary Aid
For Garwood and Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON and RAYNOR
DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Union County munici-
palities were shut out from receiving
extraordinary aid through a tax-relief
program run by the state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA).
Only two of the county’s 21 munici-
palities, Fanwood and Garwood, ap-
plied for the program, which doled
out $10.67 million to 39 communi-
ties on Friday. Combined, the two
boroughs had asked for $700,000.

In order to receive extraordinary
aid, municipalities must have sub-
mitted an application to the state’s
Division of Local Government Ser-
vices by April 1 of this year. The

application details a municipality’s
fiscal condition and includes infor-
mation about a municipality’s efforts
to contain costs and share services,
according to the DCA.

Fanwood had applied for $398,000,
according to Mayor Colleen Mahr.
She said she and the council would
meet with borough officials to “dis-
cuss where we go from here” and how
the state’s decision will impact the
borough’s 2009 budget and property
taxes.

“It is disappointing…but [we knew]
there was a chance that this might
happen,” the mayor said.

Borough residents, she said, should
expect at least an additional $130 in
municipal taxes for a home assessed

at $84,000, with a $400 average in-
crease in school taxes and just under
a $100 increase in Union County
taxes.

Mayor Mahr said most increases to
the borough’s $8.7-million budget
occur in areas not under the borough’s
control such as healthcare for employ-
ees and utilities such as sewer and
streetlights. “That’s where most of the
significant increases are,” she said.

This is the fourth consecutive year
Fanwood has applied for the pro-
gram. The borough received $350,000
in 2006, $325,000 in 2007 and
$425,000 last year.

“I felt (extraordinary aid) was worth
a shot at getting,” she said.

Garwood, which earlier this year
introduced a proposed $7-million
budget, also had its application of
$300,000 in extraordinary aid denied
by the DCA. The borough received
$250,000 in aid through the program
last year.

As introduced, the municipal bud-
get carries an average tax increase of
$103 on a home valued at $103,000.

Estimated first-quarter tax bills
have been sent to residents, and Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma said it
is “not the first time that we’ve been
in this situation.” Garwood had de-
cided in March to participate in Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine’s pension-deferral
program, which deferred $187,000 in
obligations from the 2009 budget to
future years.

Grants for the extraordinary aid
tax-relief program from the state
ranged from $30,000 in Camden
County’s Brooklawn Borough and
Monmouth County’s Allentown Bor-
ough to $1 million for Essex County’s
Roseland. Last year, the DCA gave
out $14.9 million in aid.

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
parents on Monday night showed their
support of retaining the district’s
Child Care Program director who was
dismissed of her duties by the board
of education (BOE).

“Part of the reason we’re here to-
night is to start the school year with a
full staff,” said BOE President Mary
Beth Schaumberg at the start of the
30-minute meeting.

Parents who have children in the
Child Care Program, which is offered
before and after school for children in
grades PreK-8, and one teen staff
member from the program addressed
the BOE about its termination of
Patricia Debbie, the director of the
program, at its July 21 meeting. Ms.
Debbie was offered an aide position
in the district instead but declined the
offer. The termination is effective
Friday, August 21. The BOE has ap-
proved to replace Ms. Debbie with
Mary Pembridge as the new Child
Care Program director.

“She (Ms. Debbie) taught me about
how to work with children more than
any mentor has. It’s hard to take care
of up to 30 kids at a time. For a
majority of the time, it worked. Now
you have an employee standing up
for Pat,” said Chelsea Cirasa, a 19-
year-old Mountainside resident and
after-care worker.

Parent Jennifer Schneider spoke to
the BOE for over 10 minutes. “Why
was Pat fired or put back to just an
aide? I know a lot of parents are
unhappy. I’m very upset about this
thing,” Ms. Schneider said.

“We (the BOE) are trying to im-
prove the situation overall. We’re
moving from a portable classroom to
a room in front of Deerfield (School)
to improve supervision. The BOE

recognized we needed to change the
program,” Chief School Administra-
tor (CSA) Jeanette Baubles said.

Another parent, Kelly Waters, also
addressed the BOE in response to a
letter she sent Ms. Baubles. She be-
gan by acknowledging Ms. Baubles’
response on August 8.

“I’m here tonight about two things:
the bullying incident in April and Pat
Debbies’s firing,” Ms. Waters said. “I
first learned of Pat Debbie’s termina-
tion from the paper. It’s a little bit of
a shock. While I’d like you to recon-
sider, I know it’s impossible.

“What I’m upset about is that I
wasn’t made aware of the bullying
incident. There should’ve been a no-
tice, just like when there’s a bomb
threat, when it happened back in April.
From what I’ve heard there was one
victim. I heard the victim was a spe-
cial-needs student. There was more
than one perpetrator and the incident
was videotaped. This is horrible and
as a community, it cannot happen
again,” Ms. Waters said.

Another parent, Christine Dixon,
added, “I would like to see sensitivity
training for students on how to deal
with special-needs students.”

In response Ms. Schaumberg com-
mented, “We are grateful for you com-
ing out and telling us how you feel.
We have had bullying seminars in the
past. It’s the right thing to do with or
without this incident. Our hands are
tied regarding personnel. Thank you
for your e-mails and phone calls. We
simply cannot react the way you’d
like.”

The BOE also approved six addi-
tional positions for its teaching and
business office staff. The staff changes
were affected by staff resignations
and reassignments. The next BOE
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
August 25, at 7:30 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Gene Janotti for The Westfield Leader
CATCHIN’ THE BEAT...Residents enjoy the summer Jazz Night series in
downtown Westfield Tuesday night, held every Tuesday night in town throughout
the summer with bands at several locations.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Approves Budget,
Reviews Field Project Status

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Having been noti-
fied earlier this week that Garwood
was not among those municipalities
receiving extraordinary state aid, the
borough council moved to approve
its 2009 municipal budget on Tues-
day night. The roughly $7-million
budget carries an average tax increase
of $103 for a home assessed at
$103,000.

The approved budget’s average tax
increase is $66 lower than the budget
proposed in March. The decrease was

achieved by shifting $125,426 out of
the surplus in order to lower the tax
impact below the state’s 4 percent
threshold.

“We’re not changing anything,
we’re just lowering the tax impact,”
said Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio, chairwoman of the
borough’s finance committee.

The budget was approved by a vote
of five to one, with the sole “no” vote
coming from Councilman Anthony
Sytko. Mr. Sytko said his vote was
not a reflection on the work of the
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POLICE BLOTTER

Driver Faces Charge
Of DWI In Accident

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A motorist who
struck a pedestrian in a crosswalk on
the 600 block of North Avenue in
Westfield last week has been charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI),
authorities said.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Westfield Leader
that 25-year-old Gina Marotta of
Clark was crossing the street in front
of the Lord & Taylor department store
shortly after noon August 5 when she
was struck by a 2005 Ford Taurus
operated by Leslie Boughner, 55, of
Westfield. The driver was traveling
eastbound on North Avenue.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken
arm, broken leg and a head injury as
a result of the accident, Captain
Auchter said. The Westfield Rescue
Squad transported her to University
Hospital in Newark, where she un-
derwent surgery. A hospital spokes-
woman confirmed on Tuesday that
she had since been discharged, but
provided no other information.

The driver, who was not injured,
was issued a summons for DWI and
released to a responsible individual
pending a court appearance, Captain
Auchter said.

Archaeologists Continue
Excavation on Historic Site

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DIGGING FOR ARTIFACTS...Five archaeologists have been working eight hours
a day since mid-July in Scotch Plains near the intersection of Park Avenue and Route
22. They will continue for several more weeks gathering their historic preservation
finds prior to construction work being permitted to improve the intersection.

Notice to Westfield
Special Ed. Graduates
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education is notifying indi-
viduals who graduated in the years
2002, 2003 and 2004 who may wish
to retrieve their special education
records. Please be advised that unless
a request for records is received prior
to September 1, 2009, such records
are scheduled to be destroyed.

Individual letters of notice were
sent to the last known address of the
graduates and this notice was also
posted on the Special Services
website of the Westfield Public
Schools at westfieldnjk12.org/
specialservices.

Westfield
Monday, August 3, Ben Musto, 29,

of Westfield was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants pursuant
to an investigation on the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. The warrants were
from Lacey Township, for $1,364;
Kenilworth, for $1,000, and Roselle
Park, for $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recog-
nizance on all three warrants.

Tuesday, August 4, Matthew
Kaelblein, 36, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an outstanding
traffic warrant from Bridgewater Town-
ship for $165. He was processed, posted
bail in Westfield’s municipal court and
was released.

Tuesday, August 4, Ralph Shields,
48, of Edison was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $1,900.
A further investigation revealed two
additional warrants had been issued
for him, including a Cranford traffic
warrant for $520 and a Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $250. He was being
held pending his appearance in court.

Thursday, August 6, Sarah Weber,
20, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant
to an investigation at Grandview and
Elizabeth Avenues. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Friday, August 7, Steven Frederick,
48, of Brentwood, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle acci-
dent at the South Avenue traffic circle.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held there
until he was sober. No injuries were
reported as a result of the accident.

Friday, August 7, Qiana Monroe,
26, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue near Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
for $99. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Kamil S. Matthews,
23, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $500. Matthews was
unable to post bail and was committed
to the Union County jail pending his
appearance in court.

Friday, August 7, a resident of the
1400 block of Lamberts Mill Road
reported that the rear window on his
Ford Explorer was smashed with a
large rock that was found inside the
vehicle. The incident is believed to
have occurred between 3 and 10:20
a.m. that day. There currently are no
suspects and the incident report was
forwarded to the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Friday, August 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the theft of a youth bi-
cycle from in front of a business located
in the area of East Broad and Prospect
Streets. The bicycle is described as a
BMX-style “Special” make that is or-
ange and black in color. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, August 8, Patrick C.
Thomson, 19, of Westfield was arrested
at a municipal lot behind an East Broad
Street business on an outstanding
Sayreville traffic warrant for $139. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, August 10, the dugouts
located at the varsity baseball field
behind Edison Intermediate School
on Rahway Avenue were defaced
through an act of criminal mischief.
Both dugouts were spray-painted with
various markings.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 3, a resident of

New York reported that he used his
credit card at a gas station on Route 22
and now someone has been taking
money out of his account without au-
thorization.

Wednesday, August 5, a resident
reported that someone hit the rear of
his motor vehicle, causing damage,
while it was legally parked on Jerusa-
lem Road. The person responsible then
fled the scene.

Thursday, August 6, William
Salazar-Acosta, 22, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Thursday, August 6, Brian Maga-
zine, 33, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with assault, ob-
struction of justice and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, when an officer approached
the vehicle, Magazine tried to run and
fought with the officer. After placing
him under arrest, the officer found the
CDS in his pocket, police said. He was
processed and transported to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Friday, August 7, Christopher
Andrews, 27, and Christopher Lecky,
26, both of Plainfield, were arrested
and charged with possession of a CDS
and distribution of a CDS after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, the
vehicle was stopped for a moving vio-
lation and an officer saw the CDS in
the vehicle. The two men were pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Dennis Banic,
28, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle
stop for a violation, at which time an
officer smelled the odor of alcohol.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, August 8, Jennifer
Conner, 22, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after

a motor vehicle stop for a violation, at
which time an officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, Paula Woodhouse,
40, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, LTD Hannah, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
burglary and theft after an investigation
into several motor vehicle burglaries.
According to police, a warrant was
issued for his arrest on August 7, 2009.
The Fanwood Police Department ar-
rested him on the outstanding warrant
and transported him to Scotch Plains
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 4, Joseph

Stanziani, 59, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth. He was processed and released.

Tuesday, August 4, Bruce M.
Bobee, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on an outstanding war-
rant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, August 4, Michael C.
Batts, 53, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a field investigation
at LaGrande Park on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 5, Michael L.
Lowery, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Glenwood Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, August 5, Gregory T.
Brown, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Hetfield Avenue on multiple out-
standing warrants. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 6, Emmanuel
Adewumi, 64, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Shaunice Braxton,
19, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Beech
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out
of Bridgewater. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Gladimir T.
Kostobski, 22, of Phoenix, Ariz. was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Harrison after an investigation
of a report of suspicious activity on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 9, following an
investigation on Herbert Avenue, LTD
Hannah, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains. He was processed and
turned over to the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department.

Sunday, August 9, Rebecca Kaplan,
18, of Fanwood and Jenna M.
Cepparulo, 18, of Scotch Plains were
arrested and charged with possession
of a CDS, and Shane Sheppard, 18, of
Scotch Plains was charged with pos-
session of a CDS and resisting arrest,
after police responded to a house on
Willaby Road where the owners were
away on vacation. Three female juve-
niles and two male juveniles from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains also were
charged with possession of a CDS. The
adults were processed and released and
the juveniles were processed and re-
leased to a responsible adult.

Monday, August 10, Manual
Carrera, 57, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
at a grocery store on South Avenue.
He was processed and released.

Monday, August 10, Jose J. Rosario,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of burglary and theft follow-
ing an investigation into a motor ve-
hicle break-in that occurred on Au-
gust 4, at which time he allegedly
broke the vehicle’s window and re-
moved a GPS. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County jail
for failure to post bail.

By BRIGITTA GREENE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Archeolo-
gists are in the process of excavating
a small area of land near downtown
Scotch Plains. The land, sandwiched
between the overpass to Route 22 and
the northwestern end of Park Avenue,
is known as Stites Farmstead, and
will be the site of a future state De-
partment of Transportation (DOT)
improvement project, said Sean
Bratton, crew chief at the site.

The state is required under federal
historic preservation legislation to
complete a survey of the land before
beginning construction, according to
archeologist Michael Gall. He said
the location is home to both the colo-
nial-era farmstead and a much older
prehistoric site.

A team of five archeologists has been
working eight hours a day since mid-
July on the site, Mr. Bratton said. They
will continue until early October.

“We basically start at the top and
work our way down,” Mr. Gall said.

Richard Grubb and Associates, Inc.,
a cultural resource-consulting firm
based in Cranbury, employs the ar-
cheologists.

A colonial-era well and evidence
of walkways and fence posts have
already been uncovered. Each level
of soil is strained for puzzle-piece
sized scraps of ceramic pottery, nails
or other artifacts, many of which al-
ready decorate a makeshift plywood
table, waiting to be cleaned and fitted
together.

Aside from ceramic chips of all
different dates, the archeologists
have uncovered oyster shells and

clamshells, evidence of the settlers’
diet.

The original farmstead, dismantled
in 1925 when the highway overpass
was approved, stood on an older pre-
historic site, said Robert Lore, a pre-
historic archeologist.

But little evidence of Native-Ameri-
can habitation has been discovered,
largely due to more modern develop-
ment on the land, he said.

“What were favorable sites for na-
tives were also favorable sites for
Europeans,” he added. Archeologists
have uncovered a few “projectile
points,” arrowhead-like stones that
predate the use of arrows, Mr. Bratton
said.

All artifacts from the site will be
cleaned and catalogued upon the
completion of the dig, before being
submitted to the state, Mr. Lore said.

The Route 22/Bonnie Burn Road
intersection improvement project is
scheduled to begin in 2010, and in-
cludes completely replacing the ex-
isting bridge over Route 22, as well as
widening Park Avenue, according to
the state DOT website.

Upon completion of the excava-
tion, the team will completely back-
fill the site, filling in all holes and
replacing the original with two to
three feet of modern fill, Mr. Bratton
said.

He encouraged the public to stop
by the site while the archeologists are
working, adding that the firm is work-
ing to schedule a “public day” where
Boy Scouts and other community
members could come and learn about
the history of the site, as well as the
excavation process.

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
SECURING FUNDING… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) announced at the JCC in
Scotch Plains on Tuesday that the House of Representatives recently approved his
request for $300,000 to expand the Naturally Occurring Retirement Communi-
ties (NORC) program, which is operated by the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey (JFC) and Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey (JFS). Along with
the audience, attendees included: Eleanor Rubin, past president of JFC; Nora
Berger, area director of American Israel Public Affairs Committee, and Stanley
Stone, director of JFC.

“To laser beam in on these businesses
as less deserving to be in Westfield I
think is illegal.

“All businesses should be wel-
comed as long as they are conducting
legal business. I wish to put a stop to
this discussion. They’re a legal busi-
ness; we can’t discriminate against
the type of restaurant.”

Mr. Foerst said unless directed by
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, his commit-
tee would not look into adjusting the
language of the ordinance.

On a separate matter, Mr. Ciarrocca
encouraged Westfield citizens to visit
westfieldnj.gov and sign up for the
town’s E-Alert System, a shared ser-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council
Addresses Truck Idling

vice between the town and the board
of education (BOE), designed to fos-
ter better communication with
Westfield citizens, who can now get
up-to-the-minute emergency news on
their pagers, Blackberrys, cell phones
and e-mail messages, etc. There are
10 different ways one can be alerted.

“It’s really encouraging,” Mr.
Ciarrocca said. “It’s a system that has
tremendous capabilities. One day, I’d
like to see us send out our bulk-waste
and pool mailings through the E-Alert;
it’s a great way to reduce the amount
of paper sent from town hall. Last
year, the BOE used the system, and it
worked very well.”

finance committee, but rather meant
as a message to the state’s govern-
ment. He said small towns are being
fiscally responsible, but are over bur-
dened with state mandates.

“We held up our end of the bar-
gain,” Mr. Sytko said. “Unfortunately
the state did not reciprocate.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy, along
with Ms. Villaggio and Council Presi-
dent Keith Sluka, expressed similar
sentiments following the vote.

“We do an honest, constantly good
job at trying to run a town and do
what’s right,” Mayor McCarthy said.
“To consistently get dumped on, it’s
not right.”

In other business, Councilman
Stephen Napolitano reported that
three of the eight sites soil-tested at
the athletic field project location were
positive for historic fill. Mr.
Napolitano said the fill was com-
monly used at the turn of the last
century and poses no health risk. He
also said that since it is covered by
clean soil “clean up and removal may
not be required.”

“The borough has been reassured
that the contamination is common in
this state and is covered by two feet of
clean soil, which is a common clean
up remedy used for this type of cir-
cumstance,” Mr. Napolitano said.

The borough is now awaiting word
from Green Acres on whether
remediation is necessary. Mr.
Napolitano said Garwood is insured
for any recommended cleanup. The
other five test sites complied with

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Approves Budget,
Reviews Field Project Status

Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) standards.

Also on Tuesday, the borough’s
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) representative, Charles
Lombardo, spoke regarding a pro-
posal by the commission to hire a
third engineer. The move had been
criticized by resident Bruce Paterson
during the July 14 council meeting.

Mr. Lombardo, who chairs the
RVSA commission, said the authority
currently employs two engineers, one
of whom is more than 60 years old and
also serves as an executive director.
Mr. Lombardo said hiring a third engi-
neer would relieve the workload on
the gentleman in question, whom will
also likely be retiring soon.

“Hiring an engineer is not a new
concept or something that just came
up,” Mr. Lombardo said. “The com-
mission of the authority has been
discussing this for years.”

Council members questioned the
timing of the proposed hiring, with
Councilman Jonathan Linken, Ms.
Villaggio and Mr. Sluka all express-
ing reservations about adding a new
employee.

“Honestly, I can’t see any math-
ematical solution where that saves
money,” Mr. Sluka said. “It might
save this guy staying up till 2 o’clock
in the morning to do his second job.”

During the public comment portion
of the meeting, resident Rosemary
Snow addressed the council to com-
mend members of the Garwood Police
Department. Ms. Snow said she re-
cently had a worker installing air con-
ditioners at her house. A fellow resi-
dent observed the man inside her home
and contacted the borough police.

Ms. Snow said the police arrived
“in a matter of seconds” and although
no emergency was taking place she
appreciated their quick response.

“It goes to show you what a job our
police department does,” Ms. Snow
said. “People may complain about
them, but they are there when you
need them.”

The council voted to cancel its sec-
ond monthly meeting, scheduled for
August 25. The next meeting is slated
for Tuesday, September 8, at which
time there will be a public hearing on
a salary ordinance and a bond ordi-
nance to fund the purchase of a new
garbage truck.

SP Council OK’s Additional
Payment to Consultant

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council voted Tuesday night to
pay its budget consultant an addi-
tional $2,280 for services provided in
late May and early June that caused
his billable time to exceed the origi-
nal $10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier
this year.

Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations af-
ter the February 18 resignation of
former township manager Michael
Capabianco. In hiring Mr.
Fehrenbach, of Government Manage-
ment Advisors LLC in East
Brunswick, shortly afterward to lead
the preparation of the municipal bud-
get —normally a function of the town-
ship manager — the council voted to
pay him $120 per hour, with the stipu-
lation that his fees not exceed $10,000.
As budget discussion moved forward
in the spring, Mr. Fehrenbach as-
sisted the council in setting up a new
sewer utility as a way of lessening the
property tax levy.

By late May, Mayor Nancy Malool
admitted, it was obvious that Mr.
Fehrenbach was close to exceeding
the $10,000 fee limit spelled out in
the resolution securing his services.
But with further work on both the
budget and the new sewer utility in
the offing, she said, it would not have
been practical for him to immedi-
ately cease his efforts until the pas-
sage of a new resolution authorizing
additional fees.

“I wish we’d been approached” by
Mr. Fehrenbach, said Councilwoman
Mary DePaola, who voted against a
resolution authorizing the additional
payment. While praising Mr.
Fehrenbach’s work, which she called
“outstanding,” she said that in a tight
budget year, she could not support an
additional payment 22.8 percent
“above and beyond his original con-
tract.”

Councilman Kevin Glover, who
also voted against the payment, said
it was “not good business practice” to
pay beyond what the original resolu-
tion set out. “A contract is a contract,”
he added, saying that Mr. Fehrenbach
should have presented the council
with a formal proposal for additional
payments once he knew his fees to
exceed the $10,000 limit.

But Councilman Dominick Bratti
said the council was in “uncharted
waters” earlier in the year in the wake
of Mr. Capabianco’s sudden depar-
ture and then the protracted negotia-
tions over the township budget and
the creation of the sewer utility. “We
asked [Mr. Fehrenbach] to do more
than we started out asking him to do,”
he said.

Mr. Bratti also said Mr. Fehrenbach
worked more than the 19 additional

hours represented by the $2,280 pay-
ment.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
opposition to authorizing the pay-
ment represented a “gotcha moment”
that the council should avoid.

Mayor Malool said, while it would
have been preferable to have dealt
with authorizing the extra payment
two months ago, Mr. Fehrenbach
“likely went far beyond what he billed
us” in terms of hours worked in late
May and early June prior to the pas-
sage of the budget and creation of the
sewer utility. She said she saw the
dispute “simply as a matter of timing.”

In other business, Township Man-
ager Christopher Marion said the due
date for the first property tax pay-
ments has been extended until Thurs-
day, August 27. Bills were mailed out
late last month, and he said the first
sewer utility bills would be issued in
early September.

The council enacted two environ-
mental-oriented ordinances, with the
first, according to Councilwoman
DePaola, bringing the township into
compliance with state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP)
regulations to prevent the discharge
of solids into municipal storm sew-
ers. During the public hearing, Chip
Lou Lane resident George Gowen
asked for clarification as to who will
be liable for certain violations, spe-
cifically regarding township storm
drainage rights of way that are lo-
cated on his property. He said it was
not clear if he would be held respon-
sible for not retrofitting drainage
openings in those rights-of-way, but
Mayor Malool said since the town-
ship maintains and is responsible for
those drainage easements, the mu-
nicipal government is responsible for
any upgrades required.

And Township Attorney Brian
Levine told Mr. Gowen that the ordi-
nance itself is directed primarily at
properties “other than residential lots
with a single-family home on it,”
meaning that commercial properties
will be the ones most affected by the
new regulations. The second ordi-
nance establishes requirements for
the proper handling of dumpsters and
other refuse containers.

Mr. Marion also told the council
that “significant damage” was sus-
tained when a car drove into the back
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
on July 30. He said it is hoped that the
repairs — which will include wall
reconstruction, roof repairs, shelf in-
stallation, painting, carpeting, cleanup
and landscaping — will be complete
by mid-September.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, September 1.

Take The Poll
www.goleader.com/09election
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HEAT WAVE PLUNGE...Young residents line up at the diving board at the Highland Swim Club in Scotch Plains on Monday
to take a refreshing plunge. The temperature soared past 90 on Monday, making it the hottest day so far of the summer.

Comments to Be Allowed
On Relatives of Freeholders

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has reached a settlement of
potential litigation by a Garwood resi-
dent who had charged that his First
Amendment Rights were violated at a
recent Board of Chosen Freeholders
meeting.

Bruce Paterson, who attends most
freeholder meetings, said he was pre-
vented from commenting at the June
25 meeting about what he perceives
are family members of county free-
holders who are on the county pay-
roll.

Mr. Paterson questioned how rela-
tives of the freeholder are appointed
officials.

“I am sure they don’t send in their
résumé, they just get hired because
they are a relative of a freeholder,”
Mr. Paterson stated at the meeting.
“When you are talking about three,
four, five relatives on the payroll, you
are talking about $100,000,
$200,000… The question remains,
how did they get on the payroll in the
first place?”

Mr. Paterson alleged that the
county’s hiring practices might be
“corrupt.”

When Mr. Paterson referred to a
relative of County Manager George
Devanney, Freeholder Dan Sullivan,
filling in for Chairman Al Mirabella,
interrupted him.

 “I am not going to tolerate talking
about family members. It’s not fair to
them,” Mr. Sullivan said. “I can tell
you this: there are any number of
people who may be or may not be
related to someone else who came

here long before the people (free-
holders) sitting here,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “So you group in all these
people…and make these accusations
about these people who cannot de-
fend themselves who are just going to
work and doing their jobs.”

Mr. Paterson then asked Mr.
Sullivan, “How many of your rela-
tives were on the payroll before you
showed up?” The acting chairman
again stopped him.

“Why don’t you go on to your next
point,” Mr. Sullivan said.

“That is my point. Why do I have a
next point?” Mr. Paterson stated.

“Well then I guess you’re finished,”
Mr. Sullivan responded.

Robert Barry, county counsel, in a
letter sent to Bobby Conner, an attor-
ney with the American Civil Liber-
ties Union of New Jersey (ACLU)
who represented Mr. Paterson, said,
“It is not the intention of the board to
restrict the free speech of Mr. Pater-
son or any other member of the pub-
lic.”

“Comments regarding public em-
ployees regardless of their relation to
freeholders or other officials will be
allowed, as they have been, at meet-
ings,” Mr. Barry said in his letter. “As
requested, the chairman of the board
(Mr. Mirabella) will correct any im-
pression to the contrary at the next
meeting of the board.”

The statement will include the
wording that, “comments regarding
public employees, whether or not they
are related to freeholders or others,
will be allowed at this and all future
meetings, as protected by the First
Amendment.”

Archaeologists Continue
Excavation on Historic Site

By BRIGITTA GREENE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Archeolo-
gists are in the process of excavating
a small area of land near downtown
Scotch Plains. The land, sandwiched
between the overpass to Route 22
and the northwestern end of Park
Avenue, is known as Stites Farm-
stead, and will be the site of a future
state Department of Transportation
(DOT) improvement project, said
Sean Bratton, crew chief at the site.

The state is required under federal
historic preservation legislation to
complete a survey of the land before
beginning construction, according to
archeologist Michael Gall. He said
the location is home to both the colo-
nial-era farmstead and a much older
prehistoric site.

A team of five archeologists has
been working eight hours a day since
mid-July on the site, Mr. Bratton
said. They will continue until early
October.

“We basically start at the top and
work our way down,” Mr. Gall said.

Richard Grubb and Associates,
Inc., a cultural resource-consulting
firm based in Cranbury, employ the
archeologists.

A colonial-era well and evidence
of walkways and fence posts have
already been uncovered. Each level
of soil is strained for puzzle-piece
sized scraps of ceramic pottery, nails,
or other artifacts, many of which
already decorate a makeshift ply-
wood table, waiting to be cleaned
and fitted together.

Aside from ceramic chips of all
different dates, the archeologists have
uncovered oyster shells and

clamshells, evidence of the settlers’
diet.

The original farmstead, dismantled
in 1925 when the highway overpass
was approved, stood on an older
prehistoric site, said Robert Lore, a
prehistoric archeologist.

But little evidence of Native-
American habitation has been dis-
covered, largely due to more modern
development on the land, he said.

“What were favorable sites for
natives were also favorable sites for
Europeans,” he added. Archeologists
have uncovered a few “projectile
points,” arrowhead-like stones that
predate the use of arrows, Mr. Bratton
said.

All artifacts from the site will be
cleaned and catalogued upon the
completion of the dig, before being
submitted to the state, Mr. Lore
said.

The Route 22/ Bonnie Burn Road
intersection improvement project is
scheduled to begin in 2010, and in-
cludes completely replacing the ex-
isting bridge over Route 22, as well
as widening Park Avenue, according
the state DOT website.

Upon completion of the excava-
tion, the team will completely back-
fill the site, filling in all holes and
replacing the original with two to
three feet of modern fill, Mr. Bratton
said.

He encouraged the public to stop
by the site while the archeologists
are working, adding that the firm is
working to schedule a “public day”
where Boy Scouts and other com-
munity members could come and
learn about the history of the site, as
well as the excavation process.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DIGGING FOR ARTIFACTS...Five archaeologists have been working eight hours
a day since mid-July in Scotch Plains near the intersection of Park Avenue  and Route
22. They will continue for several more weeks gathering their historic preservation
finds prior to construction work being permitted to improve the overpass.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SECURING FUNDING… Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) announced at the JCC in
Scotch Plains on Tuesday that the House of Representatives recently approved his
request for $300,000 to expand the Naturally Occurring Retirement Communi-
ties (NORC) program, which is operated by the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey (JFC) and Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey (JFS). Along with
the audience, attendees included Eleanor Rubin, past president of JFC; Nora
Berger, area director of American Israel Public Affairs Committee, and Stanley
Stone, director of JFC.

DCA Rejects Extraordinary Aid
For Garwood and Fanwood

By PAUL J. PEYTON and RAYNOR
DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Union County munici-
palities were shut out from receiving
extraordinary aid through a tax-relief
program run by the state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA).
Only two of the county’s 21 munici-
palities, Fanwood and Garwood, ap-
plied for the program, which doled
out $10.67 million to 39 communi-
ties on Friday. Combined, the two
boroughs had asked for $700,000.

In order to receive extraordinary
aid, municipalities must have submit-

ted an application to the state’s Divi-
sion of Local Government Services by
April 1 of this year. The application
details a municipality’s fiscal condi-
tion and includes information about
the municipality’s efforts to contain
costs and share services, according to
the DCA.

Fanwood had applied for $398,000,
according to Mayor Colleen Mahr.
She said she and the council would
meet with borough officials to “dis-
cuss where we go from here” and how
the state’s decision will impact the
borough’s 2009 budget and property
taxes.

“It is disappointing…but [we knew]
there was a chance that this might
happen,” the mayor said.

Borough residents, she said, should
expect at least an additional $130 in
municipal taxes for a home assessed at
$84,000, with a $400 average increase
in school taxes and just under a $100
increase in Union County taxes.

Mayor Mahr said most increases to
the borough’s $8.7-million budget oc-
cur in areas not under the borough’s
control such as healthcare for employ-
ees, and utilities such as sewers and
streetlights. “That’s where most of the
significant increases are,” she said.

This is the fourth consecutive year
Fanwood has applied for the program.
The borough received $350,000 in
2006, $325,000 in 2007 and $425,000
last year.

“I felt (extraordinary aid) was worth
a shot at getting,” she said.

Garwood, which earlier this year
introduced a proposed $7 million bud-
get, also had its application of $300,000
in extraordinary aid denied by the
DCA. The borough received $250,000
in aid through the program last year.

As result of not receiving the added
aid, the Garwood governing body on
Tuesday night moved $125,426 out of
its surplus in order to lower the tax
impact below the state’s 4 percent
threshold.

Estimated first-quarter tax bills have
been sent to residents, and Garwood
Borough Administrator Christina
Ariemma said it is “not the first time
that we’ve been in this situation.”
Garwood had decided in March to
participate in Governor Jon Corzine’s
pension-deferral program, which de-
ferred $187,000 in obligations from
the 2009 budget to future years.

Grants for the extraordinary-aid
program ranged from $30,000 in
Camden County’s Brooklawn Bor-
ough and Monmouth County’s Allen-
town Borough to $1 million for
Roseland in Essex County. Last year,
the DCA gave out $14.9 million in
aid.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
52 YEARS OF SERVICE...Bob Kruthers of the Fanwood Volunteer Rescue
Squad is presented with a print of the Fanwood Train Station Tuesday night by
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Council Votes 3-2 to OK Additional
Payment to Budget Consultant

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A split town-
ship council voted Tuesday night to
pay its budget consultant an additional
$2,280 for services provided in late
May and early June, which caused his
billable time to exceed the original
$10,000 ceiling agreed to earlier this
year.

Gregory Fehrenbach assisted the
council in its budget preparations after
the February 18 resignation of former
township manager Michael
Capabianco. In hiring Mr. Fehrenbach,
of Government Management Advi-
sors LLC in East Brunswick, shortly
afterward to lead the preparation of
the municipal budget —normally a
function of the township manager —
the council voted to pay him $120 per

hour, with the stipulation that his fees
not exceed $10,000. As budget discus-
sion moved forward in the spring, Mr.
Fehrenbach assisted the council in set-
ting up a new sewer utility as a way of
lessening the property tax levy.

By late May, Mayor Nancy Malool
admitted, it was obvious that Mr.
Fehrenbach was close to exceeding
the $10,000 fee limit spelled out in the
resolution securing his services. But
with further work on both the budget
and the new sewer utility in the offing,
she said, it would not have been prac-
tical for him to immediately cease his
efforts until the passage of a new reso-

lution authorizing additional fees.
“I wish we’d been approached” by

Mr. Fehrenbach, said Councilwoman
Mary DePaola, who voted against a
resolution authorizing the additional
payment. While praising Mr.
Fehrenbach’s work, which she called
“outstanding,” she said that in a tight
budget year, she could not support an
additional payment 22.8 percent
“above and beyond his original con-
tract.”

Councilman Kevin Glover, who also
voted against the payment, said it was
“not good business practice” to pay

SP Will Not Fund Any Major
Road Projects This Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Besides two
road projects that are not being fi-
nanced directly by the township, the
municipal government will not fund
any other major roadway-improve-
ment projects this year due to budget
constraints. Township officials are
hoping that a new six-year road-im-
provement schedule will be able to be
implemented in 2010.

At the township council’s confer-

ence meeting on Tuesday, council
members and the township engineer-
ing staff discussed the preparation of
a new six-year capital-improvement
plan that will include road-repair
schedules as well as facilities mainte-
nance and equipment purchases. Sev-
eral streets are likely to be slated
immediately next year for refurbish-
ment, including Katherine Street,
Byrd Avenue and Channing Avenue.
Prior to any capital improvement

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Council Plans Two
Weeks to Amend Budget

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The  Fanwood Bor-
ough Council took no action, Tuesday,
on amending its budget in light of the
borough not receiving $398,000 in ex-
traordinary aid from the state. A series
of three meetings is planned over the
next two weeks to revise the budget.

Describing herself as “disappointed”
at not receiving the aid, Mayor Colleen
Mahr commented that the state expects
towns to wean themselves off aid, and
that is what Fanwood will have to do.

Responding to questioning by resi-
dent Joe Britt of Tillotson Road, Bor-
ough Clerk and Administrator Eleanor
McGovern described plans for a rapid
series of three meetings to amend the
budget. The council will hold a first
meeting to discuss reductions to the
borough’s budget, a second meeting
will amend the budget, and the third
will adopt the budget. Mrs. McGovern
said she hoped to be able to schedule
the meetings to occur within two weeks.

In requesting another temporary
emergency appropriation to cover ex-
penditures before budget approval,
Council President Donna Dolce com-
mented that this was the latest a bor-
ough budget had ever been adopted.

The meeting began by recognizing
Robert Kruthers as volunteer of the
month. Mrs. Mahr described Mr.
Kruthers’ achievement of spending

52 years as a volunteer with the
Fanwood First Aid Squad. He was
presented with a picture of the
Fanwood Train Station as a gesture of
recognition.

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
ported that the first batches of the
H1N1 flu vaccine would likely be
received in late September or early
October. Mr. Parenti said many resi-
dents would likely need three shots
this flu season, one for seasonal flu
and two for the H1N1 flu. Further
discussion of the topic revealed that
the need for two H1N1 vaccinations
is very tentative, as testing for levels
of antibody development is still on-
going.

Mayor Mahr also mentioned that
meetings aimed at sharing services
with Scotch Plains are continuing.
She described the work of the non-
partisan citizen’s committee as “open
and transparent government at its
best.”

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler in-
troduced a spending resolution for
site work and remediation at 238
South Avenue, also known as the
Livingston-Wilbor property. Mrs.
Wheeler commented that all costs are
reimbursed by the state’s Department
of Community Affairs, the depart-
ment which rejected the borough’s
extraordinary-aid application.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SMASHED WINDSHIELD...The windshield of the 2005 Ford Taurus is smashed
by the impact from hitting a pedestrian last Wednesday, August 5, on North
Avenue by Lord & Taylor in Westfield. See story on this page.

Parents Upset Over Firing
Of Child-Care Director

To my dear patients and friends:

Dr. LEVENTER is stillclose by

551 Millburn Avenue

Short Hills

Please call for your eye exam

732-571-EYES

POLICE BLOTTER

Driver Faces Charge
Of DWI In Accident

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – A motorist who
struck a pedestrian in a crosswalk on
the 600 block of North Avenue in
Westfield last week has been charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI),
authorities said.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that 25-year-old Gina
Marotta of Clark was crossing the
street in front of the Lord & Taylor
department store shortly after noon
August 5 when she was struck by a
2005 Ford Taurus operated by Leslie
Boughner, 55, of Westfield. The driver
was traveling eastbound on North
Avenue.

Ms. Marotta sustained a broken
arm, broken leg and a head injury as
a result of the accident, Captain
Auchter said. The Westfield Rescue
Squad transported her to University
Hospital in Newark, where she un-
derwent surgery. A hospital spokes-
woman confirmed on Tuesday that
she had since been discharged but
provided no other information.

The driver, who was not injured,
was issued a summons for DWI and
released to a responsible individual
pending a court appearance, Captain
Auchter said.

Scotch Plains
Monday, August 3, a resident of

New York reported that he used his
credit card at a gas station on Route 22
and now someone has been taking
money out of his account without au-
thorization.

Wednesday, August 5, a resident
reported that someone hit the rear of
his motor vehicle, causing damage,
while it was legally parked on Jerusa-
lem Road. The person responsible then
fled the scene.

Thursday, August 6, William
Salazar-Acosta, 22, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Thursday, August 6, Brian Maga-
zine, 33, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested and charged with assault, ob-
struction of justice and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, when an officer approached
the vehicle, Magazine tried to run and
fought with the officer. After placing
him under arrest, the officer found the
CDS in his pocket, police said. He was
processed and transported to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Friday, August 7, Christopher
Andrews, 27, and Christopher Lecky,
26, both of Plainfield, were arrested
and charged with possession of a CDS
and distribution of a CDS after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, the
vehicle was stopped for a moving vio-
lation and an officer saw the CDS in
the vehicle. The two men were pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Dennis Banic, 28,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop for a
violation, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, August 8, Jennifer
Conner, 22, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop for a violation, at
which time an officer smelled the
odor of alcohol. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, Paula Woodhouse,
40, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI after a motor vehicle stop for
a violation, at which time an officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Sunday, August 9, LTD Hannah, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested on charges of
burglary and theft after an investigation
into several motor vehicle burglaries.
According to police, a warrant was
issued for his arrest on August 7, 2009.
The Fanwood Police Department ar-
rested him on the outstanding warrant
and transported him to Scotch Plains
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 4, Joseph

Stanziani, 59, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of Eliza-
beth. He was processed and released.

Tuesday, August 4, Bruce M.
Bobee, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on an outstanding war-
rant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, August 4, Michael C.
Batts, 53, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a field investigation
at LaGrande Park on an outstanding
warrant out of Fanwood. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, August 5, Michael L.
Lowery, 26, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
Glenwood Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released.

Wednesday, August 5, Gregory T.
Brown, 32, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Hetfield Avenue on multiple out-
standing warrants. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, August 6, Emmanuel
Adewumi, 64, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road on an outstanding
Newark warrant. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Shaunice Braxton,
19, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Beech
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out
of Bridgewater. She was processed
and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Gladimir T.
Kostobski, 22, of Phoenix, Ariz. was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Harrison after an investigation
of a report of suspicious activity on
Martine Avenue. He was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, August 9, following an
investigation on Herbert Avenue, LTD
Hannah, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of
Scotch Plains. He was processed and
turned over to the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department.

Sunday, August 9, Rebecca Kaplan,
18, of Fanwood and Jenna M.
Cepparulo, 18, of Scotch Plains were
arrested and charged with possession
of a CDS, and Shane Sheppard, 18, of
Scotch Plains was charged with pos-
session of a CDS and resisting arrest,
after police responded to a house on
Willaby Road where the owners were
away on vacation. Three female juve-
niles and two male juveniles from
Fanwood and Scotch Plains also were
charged with possession of a CDS. The
adults were processed and released and
the juveniles were processed and re-

leased to a responsible adult.
Monday, August 10, Manual

Carrera, 57, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with shoplifting
at a grocery store on South Avenue.
He was processed and released.

Monday, August 10, Jose J. Rosario,
30, of Plainfield was arrested on
charges of burglary and theft follow-
ing an investigation into a motor ve-
hicle break-in that occurred on Au-
gust 4, at which time he allegedly
broke the vehicle’s window and re-
moved a GPS. He was processed and
turned over to the Union County jail
for failure to post bail.

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE —  Mountainside
parents on Monday night showed their
support of retaining a Child Care Pro-
gram staffer who was dismissed of her
duties by the board of education (BOE).

“Part of the reason we’re here tonight
is to start the school year with a full
staff,” said BOE President Mary Beth
Schaumberg at the start of the 30-minute
meeting.

Parents who have children in the
Child Care Program, which is offered
before and after school for children in
grades PreK-8, and one teen staff mem-
ber from the program addressed the
BOE about its termination of Patricia
Debbie, the director of the program, at
its July 21 meeting. Ms. Debbie was
offered an aide position in the district
instead but declined the offer. The ter-
mination is effective Friday, August 21.
The BOE has approved to replace Ms.
Debbie with Mary Pembridge as the
new Child Care Program director.

“She (Ms. Debbie) taught me about
how to work with children more than
any mentor has. It’s hard to take care of
up to 30 kids at a time. For a majority of
the time, it worked. Now you have an
employee standing up for Pat,” said
Chelsea Cirasa, a 19-year-old
Mountainside resident and after-care
worker.

Parent Jennifer Schneider spoke to
the BOE for over 10 minutes. “Why
was Pat fired or put back to just an aide?
I know a lot of parents are unhappy. I’m
very upset about this thing,” Ms.
Schneider said.

“We (the BOE) are trying to improve
the situation overall. We’re moving from
a portable classroom to a room in front
of Deerfield (School) to improve su-
pervision. The BOE recognized we

needed to change the program,” Chief
School Administrator (CSA) Jeanette
Baubles said.

Another parent, Kelly Waters, also
addressed the BOE in response to a
letter she sent Ms. Baubles. She began
by acknowledging Ms. Baubles’ re-
sponse on August 8.

“I’m here tonight about two things:
the bullying incident in April and Pat
Debbies’s firing,” Ms. Waters said. “I
first learned of Pat Debbie’s termina-
tion from the paper. It’s a little bit of a
shock. While I’d like you to reconsider,
I know it’s impossible.

“What I’m upset about is that I wasn’t
made aware of the bullying incident.
There should’ve been a notice, just like
when there’s a bomb threat, when it
happened back in April. From what
I’ve heard there was one victim. I heard
the victim was a special-needs student.
There was more than one perpetrator
and the incident was videotaped. This
is horrible and as a community, it can-
not happen again,” Ms. Waters said.

Another parent, Christine Dixon,
added, “I would like to see sensitivity
training for students on how to deal
with special-needs students.”

In response Ms. Schaumberg com-
mented, “We are grateful for you com-
ing out and telling us how you feel. We
have had bullying seminars in the past.
It’s the right thing to do with or without
this incident. Our hands are tied regard-
ing personnel. Thank you for your e-
mails and phone calls. We simply can-
not react the way you’d like.”

The BOE also approved six addi-
tional positions for its teaching and
business office staff. The staff changes
were affected by staff resignations and
reassignments. The next BOE meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, August 25, at
7:30 p.m.

Westfield
Monday, August 3, Ben Musto, 29,

of Westfield was arrested on three
outstanding traffic warrants pursuant
to an investigation on the 500 block of
Westfield Avenue. The warrants were
from Lacey Township, for $1,364;
Kenilworth, for $1,000, and Roselle
Park, for $500. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on his own recog-
nizance on all three warrants.

Tuesday, August 4, Matthew
Kaelblein, 36, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police
headquarters to satisfy an outstanding
traffic warrant from Bridgewater Town-
ship for $165. He was processed, posted
bail in Westfield’s municipal court and
was released.

Tuesday, August 4, Ralph Shields,
48, of Edison was arrested at the
Middlesex County jail on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $1,900.
A further investigation revealed two
additional warrants had been issued
for him, including a Cranford traffic
warrant for $520 and a Newark crimi-
nal warrant for $250. He was being
held pending his appearance in court.

Thursday, August 6, Sarah Weber,
20, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana pursuant
to an investigation at Grandview and
Elizabeth Avenues. She was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released with a summons.

Friday, August 7, Steven Frederick,
48, of Brentwood, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated following a motor vehicle acci-
dent at the South Avenue traffic circle.
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held there
until he was sober. No injuries were
reported as a result of the accident.

Friday, August 7, Qiana Monroe,
26, of Westfield was arrested on South
Avenue near Windsor Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield traffic warrant
for $99. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, August 7, Kamil S. Matthews,
23, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding Westfield
traffic warrant for $500. Matthews was
unable to post bail and was committed
to the Union County jail pending his
appearance in court.

Friday, August 7, a resident of the
1400 block of Lamberts Mill Road
reported that the rear window on his
Ford Explorer was smashed with a
large rock that was found inside the
vehicle. The incident is believed to
have occurred between 3 and 10:20
a.m. that day. There currently are no
suspects and the incident report was
forwarded to the Westfield Police
Department’s detective bureau.

Friday, August 7, a Westfield resi-
dent reported the theft of a youth bi-
cycle from in front of a business located
in the area of East Broad and Prospect
Streets. The bicycle is described as a
BMX-style “Special” make that is or-
ange and black in color. The case is
under investigation by the Westfield
Police Department’s detective bureau.

Saturday, August 8, Patrick C.
Thomson, 19, of Westfield was arrested
at a municipal lot behind an East Broad
Street business on an outstanding
Sayreville traffic warrant for $139. He
was released after posting bail.

Monday, August 10, the dugouts
located at the varsity baseball field
behind Edison Intermediate School
on Rahway Avenue were defaced
through an act of criminal mischief.
Both dugouts were spray-painted with
various markings.

Paul J. Peyton  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOWN HALL TELECON...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)talks from his Westfield
office with a caller about health-care reform during a teleconference he hosted on
Tuesday. Todd Mitchell, chief of staff, and Amanda Woloshen, deputy chief of
staff, review a computer screen of callers waiting to question the congressman.

FANWOOD’S NEW AMBULANCE...The 2009 Braun ambulance has been
placed in service by the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The ambulance, paid for with
squad funds, replaces the 1998 Braun that had been in service for over a decade.
The new ambulance is built on a Ford E-450 chassis and has a number of
improvements including a larger patient compartment, brighter LED emergency
lights, a large-screen GPS, a central touch screen that controls emergency and
interior lighting, climate control and a backup camera. The ambulance’s color is
the traditional tan and brown readily identified with the Fanwood Rescue Squad.
It joins the squad’s 2001 Road Rescue ambulance in responding to 9-1-1 calls for
assistance in Fanwood and surrounding towns, 24 hours a day.

beyond what the original resolution
set out. “A contract is a contract,” he
added, saying that Mr. Fehrenbach
should have presented the council with
a formal proposal for additional pay-
ments once he knew his fees would
exceed the $10,000 limit.

But Councilman Dominick Bratti
said the council was in “uncharted
waters” earlier in the year in the wake
of Mr. Capabianco’s sudden depar-
ture and then the protracted negotia-
tions over the township budget and
the creation of the sewer utility. “We
asked [Mr. Fehrenbach] to do more
than we started out asking him to do,”
he said.

Mr. Bratti also said Mr. Fehrenbach
worked more than the 19 additional
hours represented by the $2,280 pay-
ment.

Deputy Mayor Jeffrey Strauss said
opposition to authorizing the pay-
ment represented a “gotcha moment”
that the council should avoid.

Mayor Malool said that, while it
would have been preferable to have
dealt with authorizing the extra pay-
ment two months ago, Mr. Fehrenbach
“likely went far beyond what he billed
us” in terms of hours worked in late
May and early June prior to the pas-
sage of the budget and the creation of
the sewer utility. She said she saw the
dispute “simply as a matter of timing.”

In other business, Township Man-
ager Christopher Marion said the due
date for the first property tax pay-
ments has been extended until Thurs-
day, August 27. Bills were mailed out
late last month, and he said the first
sewer utility bills would be issued in
early September.

The council enacted two environ-

mental-oriented ordinances, with the
first, according to Councilwoman
DePaola, bringing the township into
compliance with state Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) regu-
lations to prevent the discharge of sol-
ids into municipal storm sewers. Dur-
ing the public hearing, Chip Lou Lane
resident George Gowen asked for clari-
fication as to who will be liable for
certain violations, specifically regard-
ing township storm drainage rights of
way that are located on his property.
He said it was not clear if he would be
held responsible for not retrofitting
drainage openings in those rights-of-
way, but Mayor Malool said since the
township maintains and is responsible
for those drainage easements, the mu-
nicipal government is responsible for
any upgrades required.

And Township Attorney Brian
Levine told Mr. Gowen that the ordi-
nance itself is directed primarily at
properties “other than residential lots
with a single-family home on it,”
meaning that commercial properties
will be the ones most affected by the
new regulations. The second ordi-
nance establishes requirements for
the proper handling of dumpsters and
other refuse containers.

Mr. Marion also told the council
that “significant damage” was sus-
tained when a car drove into the back
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
on July 30. He said it is hoped that the
repairs — which will include wall
reconstruction, roof repairs, shelf in-
stallation, painting, carpeting, cleanup
and landscaping — will be complete
by mid-September.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, September 1.

project getting underway, the council
must first enact a new capital im-
provement bond ordinance.

Under a previous $1.75-million or-
dinance that was enacted in May 2006,
71 roads were repaired from 2006
through 2008. Assistant Township En-
gineer Joseph Timko said the three-
year program was originally set for five
years, but all the scheduled repairs were
made in a three-year period. All but
$78,759 of the $1.75-million bond was
expended on those projects.

The township’s tight budget this
year led officials to put off a number
of road projects until 2010, including
Channing Avenue, Golf Street and
Hetfield Avenue, as well as eight
streets — Hawthorne Street,
Katherine Street, Mountainview Av-
enue, Watchung Terrace, Harding
Road, Byrd Avenue, William Street
and Victor Street — located between
Mountain Avenue and Route 22.

Two other major projects currently
underway or nearing completion are
the improvements to Morse Avenue,
which is being funded by a state De-
partment of Transportation grant, and
the curbing and drainage improve-
ments to Sycamore Avenue, which is
being financed by special assessments
on the homeowners on that street.

Between now and next year, Town-
ship Manager Christopher Marion and
the relevant department heads will
meet to develop a plan for roadwork
to be performed during the coming
six years. The council will review the
schedule of which roads will be
worked on and in what order. Mr.
Marion said streets would be ranked
according to problems, such as sur-
face cracks and drainage issues.

Two Katherine Street residents at-
tended Tuesday’s session and were
told by Mayor Nancy Malool that,
“the ball is rolling” in terms of repair-
ing their street, which was acknowl-
edged to be the roadway most in need
of repair.

Consulting engineer Edward Gottko
said the major work on Katherine Street
would likely begin a year hence, given
the need to first pass a new funding
ordinance as well as undertake neces-
sary survey and engineering work. Mr.
Gottko previously served as town en-
gineer and, later, town administrator
for Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council’s 3-2 Vote

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

No Road Projects in SP

The borough purchased the light-
industrial property in May 2008 for
$1.8 million. The building had been
the scene of a construction accident,
when the firewall at the Station Mews
development collapsed on top of the
Livingston-Wilbor building.

The second reading of a resolution
establishing the position of borough
purchasing agent was tabled.

Councilman Russell Huegel intro-
duced a resolution authorizing the
borough to place a lien on properties
to recoup costs of cutting grass in
cases of neglect.

Mayor Mahr, reporting on behalf
of a vacationing David Valian, de-
scribed the recreation department’s
summer camp programs as a “smash
hit,” stating that they were sold out
most weeks. She also commented
that the Movies in the Park program
is also proving popular.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Christie Increases Lead Over
Corzine in Monmouth Poll

AREA — The latest Monmouth
University/Gannett New Jersey Poll
finds Republican challenger Chris
Christie widening his lead over in-
cumbent Democrat Jon Corzine in
the race for governor. Among likely
voters, Mr. Christie now holds a 14-
point advantage – 50 percent to 36
percent – with 4 percent for indepen-
dent Chris Daggett. Last month, Mr.
Christie held an Eight-point lead – 45
percent to 37 percent – among likely
voters in this poll.

Among registered voters, including
those both likely and unlikely to vote on
November 3, the gap narrows to four
points – 43 percent for Christie to 39
percent for Corzine – which is statisti-
cally similar to the six-point gap among
registered voters in the July poll.

“As an election heats up, most
polls focus only on likely voters with
the aim of predicting the eventual
outcome. However, we are still in
the early days of this race and the
role of a public poll should be to
increase our understanding of elec-
toral dynamics, including which reg-
istered voters may or may not show
up on Election Day,” said Patrick
Murray, director of the Monmouth
University Polling Institute. “In this
case, we find that Corzine has made
some gains with black and Hispanic
voters, while Christie has increased
his vote share among union workers.
But the bottom line is that Christie’s
supporters are more engaged, which
is why the Republican’s lead among
likely voters has grown.”

The poll, which was conducted af-
ter both the July campaign stop by
President Barack Obama and the ar-
rests of dozens of public officials and
political operatives, is a tale of two
still unsettled electorates, according
to the Polling Institute.

Currently 38 percent of registered
voters approve of the job Governor
Corzine is doing while 54 percent
disapprove. This marks no change in
his approval number and a three-point
increase in his disapproval number
since July.

Prior to the federal arrests on July
23, no more than 6 percent of Garden
State voters named corruption as one
of their top issues. In the current poll,
that number has increased to 13 per-
cent. Voters continue to view prop-
erty taxes (43 percent) as the overrid-

ing issue in this race, with the economy
(21 percent), healthcare (17 percent),
jobs (16 percent) and the state budget
(13 percent) all seen as at least as
important an issue, if not more so,
than corruption.

The Monmouth University/Gannett
New Jersey Poll was conducted by
telephone with 723 New Jersey regis-
tered voters from July 29 to August 2,
2009. This sample has a margin of
error of + 3.7 percent. This report also
includes analysis on a smaller group
of 484 “likely voters” with a + 4.5
percent margin of error. The poll was
conducted by the Monmouth Univer-
sity Polling Institute and originally
published by the Gannett New Jersey
newspaper group.

County Freeholders to Hike
Capital Budget to $69.8 Mil.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Union County will
use some of the federal government’s
stimulus funding to retrain workers
who are left unemployed by the eco-
nomic downturn for jobs in the medi-
cal field.

Karen Dinsmore, deputy director
of human services at the county, told
the county freeholders at its agenda
meeting last Thursday that $600,000
would come from the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act Adult
and Dislocated Worker Program. She
said the resolution would be voted on
at the board’s Thursday, August 20,
meeting.

“The intent is to assist people who
have been dislocated by a layoff to
find a new job, to acquire the skills to
find a new job,” she said. “We have
most targeted the healthcare provi-
sion because that is where the most
need is.”

Freeholder Rick Proctor announced
that the county’s Department of Pub-
lic Safety and the county counsel are
negotiating a contract with the Trinitas
Medical Center Nursing School
whereby the school would provide
student nurses and supervisors to as-
sist municipal health departments in
administering the H1N1 (Swine Flu)
vaccine when it becomes available.
He asked that the contract be placed
on the August 20 agenda.

“This is a good thing for our county
that we have nurses being in a posi-
tion to help us out and administer the
vaccine as it becomes available,”
Freeholder Al Mirabella commented.

County Counsel Robert Barry put
forward an emergency resolution re-
garding fees at the new driving range
at Galloping Hill Golf Course in
Union. He said, currently, there is a
20-day waiting period following pas-
sage of an ordinance to activate fees.
The ordinance is scheduled for a vote
on August 20. Mr. Barry said the
county would lose between $30,000
and $60,000 in revenue if the county
does not take action.

New Jersey received $26.5 billion
for worker training and employment
services.

In other business, the freeholders
will introduce an ordinance on Au-
gust 20 to add the $3.5-million
Oakwood Park project in New Provi-
dence to the county’s capital budget.
The county recently purchased the
property for one dollar with the agree-
ment that the county would pay for
the improvements to the recreation
facility as specified by the borough.

The county is also adding another

$14.7 million to the capital budget for
improvements to an Elizabeth park-
ing garage for use by Union County
College’s Elizabeth campus along
with $2.5 million for a parking ga-
rage authorization, pushing the
county’s capital spending plan to over
$69.8 million. A county spokesman
said details of the garage project are
not available at this time and that the
ordinance might be pulled from the
August 20 agenda.

Also announced last Thursday were
the awardees of the county’s 2009
HEART (History, Education, Arts
Reaching Thousands) grants, total-
ing $75,000. Among the 38 awardees
are the Metro Rhythm Chorus of
Fanwood, $2,500; Literacy Volunteers
of Union County, $2,500; Hanson
Park Conservancy, Cranford, $1,000;
Westfield Symphony Orchestra,
$2,500; the Westfield Public School
District, $2,500; Theater Project at
Union County College in Cranford,
$2,250, and Reeves-Reed Arboretum
in Summit, $2,500.

“I think it is terrific to have the
HEART grants and I know many dif-
ferent organizations rely on this kind
of funding to keep their programs
going,” Mr. Mirabella said.

Kean Seeks to Reinstate
‘Ladies Nights’ in State
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Ladies Night pro-
motions have been banned in New
Jersey since a court ruled in 2004 that
it discriminates against male patrons.
Now Senate Minority Leader Tom
Kean, Jr. of Westfield is seeking to
reinstate the promotion.

Mr. Kean’s legislation is in response
to a lawsuit brought against the Coast-
line Restaurant in Cherry Hill by a
patron, David Gillespie, who said the
restaurant’s “Ladies Night” promotion
discriminated against him by admitting
women free of charge and offering
them discounted drinks while he and
other men were charged an admission
of $5 and normal drink prices.

The state’s Division of Civil Rights
upheld an Administrative Law judge’s
decision that found that the state’s law
against discrimination “makes it un-
lawful for any place of public accom-
modation to discriminate based on sex”
and that “once a proprietor extends his
invitation to the public he must treat all
members the public alike.”

Mr. Kean’s legislation states it
would allow holders of retail liquor
licenses to charge “differential pric-
ing for alcoholic beverages and other
special discounts to patrons based on
sex, provided that such pricing is for
economic reasons only.”

“The notion that the use of ‘Ladies
Nights’ promotes animosity toward
one gender is ludicrous,” he said in a
press release.

The senator told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
in a phone interview that the lawsuit
demeans those instances where dis-
crimination has occurred.

“What’s next, banning senior dis-
counts, kids eat for free [promo-
tions]?” he questioned.

Mr. Kean said the ban hurts small
businesses and is an indication of
why New Jersey is “over regulated.”

“As long as New Jersey has an over-
bearing and meddlesome government
that refuses to cut red tape and end
foolishness, we will keep our reputa-
tion as a terrible place to do business,”
Mr. Kean said in his press release.

Shortly after the initial court ruling
in 2004, then Governor James
McGreevey was quoted in USA To-
day as saying, “This is bureaucratic
nonsense. It is an overreaction that
reflects a complete lack of common
sense and good judgment.”

Mr. Kean said the state already puts
too much of a burden on small busi-
nesses in the state. He told The Leader
and The Times that the “Ladies Night”
ban is an “onerous regulation” and a
“silly hurdle for small businesses to
overcome.”

The legislation is currently before
the Senate Judiciary Committee for
consideration. It was initially intro-
duced in June 2004.

Consumer Affairs Cracks
Down on Fake ‘Dentists’

NEWARK – The Newark Police
Department, working with investiga-
tors from the Division of Consumer
Affairs’ Enforcement Bureau, on July
20 arrested two men for unlicensed
practice of dentistry, the ninth and
10th such arrests in northern New
Jersey within the past year.

Unlicensed individuals operating
out of apartments, basements and
dental laboratories have performed
dental procedures and also adminis-
tered prescription medications
through injections or by dispensing
prescription drugs, according to Con-
sumer Affairs officials. Patients have
sustained injuries that included bro-
ken teeth that were not fully extracted,
unconsciousness following injection
of anesthesia and infections.

“The public’s health, safety and
welfare is clearly being put at risk
when unlicensed individuals attempt
to practice dentistry,” Attorney Gen-
eral Anne Milgram said.

 According to Consumer Affairs,
Newark Police arrested Carlos Bello
and Aristoteles Berenzon and charged
both with unlicensed practice of den-
tistry. The previous undercover in-
vestigations conducted by Enforce-
ment Bureau investigators and local
police departments that resulted in
arrests for unlicensed practice of den-
tistry are as follows:

Marly Vasquez was arrested by the

Jersey City Police Department on July
8. A second person, Francisco R.
Macias, was charged with conspiracy
to practice unlicensed dentistry and
possession of a prescription legend
drug. Ramon Quevedo was arrested
by the Union City Police Department
on March 26, 2009; Libia Marcos,
arrested by the Garfield Police De-
partment on March 18, 2009, and
also charged with obtaining prescrip-
tion drugs without a prescription and
possession of hypodermic syringes;
Carlos L. Ferreira, arrested by the
Elizabeth Police Department on Feb-
ruary 4, 2009; Luis Ponce, arrested
by the West New York Police Depart-
ment on November 7, 2008, and also
charged with possession of prescrip-
tion legend drugs; Alvaro Velez-
Naranjo, arrested by North Bergen
Police Department on November 6,
2008, and also charged with three
counts of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (prescription
drug) and possession of hypodermic
syringes.

Also arrested was Luis Eduardo
Gallo, arrested by the Union City Po-
lice Department on July 17, 2008. He
was indicted on September 23, 2008,
by a grand jury. Gallo was working in
the office of a licensed dentist, Dr.
Vinod S. Brahmbhatt. Authorities said
Brahmbhatt faces disciplinary action
by the Board of Dentistry.

Consumers who suspect an unli-
censed person is offering service that
only a licensed dentist can legally
perform can contact the state Board
of Dentistry at (973) 504-6405 or go
to njconsumeraffairs.gov/complaint/
dentcom.pdf.

State GOP Opens
Campaign Office in WF

WESTIELD — The State Republi-
can Committee has opened a regional
office for the fall election campaign
at 425 North Avenue East in Westfield.
Other offices will be located in Toms
River, Freehold, Trenton, Hackensack
and Parsippany. A grand opening of
the Westfield office will be held at
5:30 p.m. today, August 13.

Zogby Poll: Americans
Favor Clean Energy Bill

A majority of likely voters – 71
percent – favors the American Clean
Energy and Security Act recently
passed by the House of Representa-
tives, and two-thirds (67 percent)
believe Congress is either doing the
right amount (22 percent) or should
be doing more (45 percent) to address
global warming, a new Zogby Inter-
national telephone poll shows. Just
28 percent believe that Congress is
doing too much.

Favorable views for the bill were
high among all age and income groups
and even among Republicans, with
45 percent having a favorable view of
the bill. Seventy-three percent of In-
dependents and 89 percent of Demo-
crats also took a favorable view of the
American Clean Energy and Security
Act.

The survey finds that two-thirds
(68 percent) of likely voters believe a
new American energy policy will not
result in job losses, with a majority
believing such efforts could instead
bring about job growth.

The Zogby International telephone
survey of 1,005 likely voters was
commissioned by the National Wild-
life Federation and was conducted
from July 31-August 4, 2009.
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Every Signature™ knee
ssssttttaaarrrttttssss  wwiiittthhh ssoommeetthhiinngg uunniiqquue.

You. 

No two knees are alike. That’s why Biomet developed Signature Personalized Patient Care. 
It’s an amazing new technology that allows surgeons to provide for a more custom fit of the 
Vanguard® total knee. Here’s how it works. The Signature™* knee uses your MRI, instead of a 
traditional x-ray, so your surgeon can personalize your implant placement. We call it Patient-
Matched Technology, but what it really means is a knee replacement that’s unique to you. To 
learn more or to find a Signature™ trained surgeon in your area, call or visit our website. The 
Signature™ knee from Biomet. Knee replacement technology that’s inspired by you.

®

biomet.com/patients   I   800.486.4612

There are potential risks to knee replacement surgery, including loosening, dislocation, fracture, wear, and infection, any of which can require 
additional surgery. For additional risk information, visit www.biomet.com and read “Patient Risk Information” for the “Vanguard® Complete Knee 
System,” and talk to your surgeon. The life of any joint replacement will depend on your physical condition, activity levels, willingness to follow 
surgeon’s instructions, and other factors. Only an orthopedic surgeon can determine whether you are a candidate for knee replacement surgery. 
All trademarks herein are the property of Biomet, Inc. or its subsidiaries unless otherwise indicated.

* A collaborative partnership with Materialise™

Visit us online for more money-saving coupons &   
web-only specials at www.horizonpestcontrol.com

Deer Guard Program — Deer eat and destroy your valuable landscaping and
garden plants and bring unwanted ticks into your yard!  Horizon’s systematic
approach can reduce damage caused by deer on your property all year round.  

Home Guard — Year round prevention & control of general pests, including
Carpenter Ants, Rodents, Spiders, Stinging Insects & More with FREE emergency 
call-in service.

Home Guard Plus — Gives insurance against the financial burden associated with 
termite infestation, in addition to taking care of your general pest management 
needs.

Yard Guard — Protect your family & pets from annoying bites & serious diseases 
with seasonal protection against fleas, ticks & mosquitoes.

Horizon Protects Your Home and 
Landscape from Pests...FOR LESS! 

$150
OFF
Deer Guard

Program

Offer expires 8/31/09.  Not valid                
with other coupons or special offers  

Call Today 908-664-0303 

20% or 
$50 OFF* 
Any Home Guard, Home Guard 

Plus, or Yard Guard Service  
*whichever amount is greater 

Offer expires 8/31/09.  Not valid             
with other coupons or special offers. 

Call Today 908-664-0303 

922 South Avenue West 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908-664-0303

M
F

C
-July15 M

F
C

-J
ul

y1
5 

Census Bureau to Survey
Nation’s Spending Habits

AREA — U.S. Census Bureau field
representatives are collecting infor-
mation about how much Americans
spend for groceries, clothing, trans-
portation, housing, healthcare and
other items from a sample of house-
holds across the country.

The Consumer Expenditure Sur-
vey (CE) program consists of two
parts: the interview survey, where
some 15,000 households will be in-
terviewed each quarter to obtain data
on large expenditures and also for
those expenditures that occur on a
regular basis (such as rent and utili-
ties); and the diary survey, where
another 12,500 households will keep
two consecutive one-week diaries of
smaller, more frequent purchases that
may be difficult for respondents to
recall later (such as a fast-food pur-
chase at a drive-through window, a

soda or candy bar from a vending
machine, or a carton of eggs from the
supermarket).

“The findings are invaluable to busi-
nesses and policymakers in our com-
munities,” said Lester Farthing, direc-
tor of the Census Bureau’s New York
Regional Office. “They use the data to
evaluate consumer needs and track
changes in consumer spending.”

Before the CE interviews begin,
households will receive a letter from
the Census Bureau director inform-
ing them of their selection to partici-
pate in the survey. Census Bureau
field representatives will visit these
households to conduct the interviews.

Based on data collected for the CE in
2006-2007, the average annual amount
of money spent on food was $6,122
nationwide compared to $7,023 in New
York and $5,600 in Philadelphia.

Christie for Governor Campaign Release

Stopping Corruption In Its Tracks
“It is time to surge forward with the

resolve to fight for our principles, end
corruption and be held accountable
for changing our state,” Republican
Gubernatorial candidate Chris Christi
said last week.

“New Jersey can no longer afford
to ignore the serious financial and
emotional burden inflicted by cor-
ruption. New Jerseyans deserve mean-
ingful ethics reform to finally put an
end to ethically questionable politi-
cal practices that have tainted our
state.

“When Governor (Jon) Corzine
campaigned on the promise to bring
in a new era of ethics reform, it was
welcomed news for a state marred by
a culture of corruption. However,
since then New Jersey has seen a lot
of talk, very little action and even
fewer results.

“To truly fix New Jersey’s corrup-
tion problem, we must bring real
change to our government and repair
the reputation of our broken state,” he
said.

Mr. Christie, a former United States
Attorney for New Jersey, and his run-
ning mate for lieutenant governor,
Monmouth County Sheriff Kim
Guadagno, said they will put their
“proven records of battling corrup-

tion” to work by “immediately enact-
ing meaningful reform and setting an
aggressive tone from the top down.”

“It won’t be easy; and there will be
resistance from entrenched
powerbrokers — but meaningful re-
form will come in a Christie Admin-
istration,” Mr. Christie said.

The Christie-Guadagno Plan in-
cludes legislative and policy changes
in 10 “key” areas to move New Jersey
forward into a “truly new era of trans-
parency and accountability,” accord-
ing to the campaign.

The plan includes eliminating dual
office holding and dual public em-
ployment, requiring forfeiture of pub-
lic pensions for corruption convic-
tions, requiring strict disclosure of
conflicts of interest in the State Leg-
islature, establishment of an elected
state auditor to be an independent
watchdog, an end to Pay-to-Play at
all levels of government.

In addition Mr. Christie’s plan in-
cludes prohibiting the use of cam-
paign funds for criminal defense costs;
suspension of all public officehold-
ers charged with a crime, requiring a
new detailed annual disclosure form
for all public officials and requiring
the mandatory forfeiture of convicted
officeholders’ campaign accounts.

Assembly Policy Committee
Holds Hearings on Corruption

TRENTON – Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce has re-
quested Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(LD-21, Westfield), chairman of the
Republican Policy Committee, to
convene hearings throughout the state
to examine corruption and explore
ways to stamp it out.

Mr. Bramnick, the minority whip
in the Assembly, will convene the
first hearing at the State House on
Monday, August 17, beginning at
10:30 a.m. in Room 209. The public
is invited to speak before the commit-
tee.

A new poll by Monmouth Univer-
sity/Gannett News showed 55 per-
cent of the respondents believe there
is more corruption in New Jersey
than any other state. The pollsters
noted that just four years ago only 41
percent felt that way.

The speakers before the Policy Com-
mittee will include former prosecu-
tors and criminal defense attorneys, as
well as members of the public.

The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times hosted
a discussion on corruption in the state
with Mr. Bramnick and Robert Stahl,
an attorney in Westfield who previ-
ously served as an assistant U.S. At-
torney for New Jersey for six years

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

where he specialized in white collar
crime cases. A video of the interview,
hosted by Leader/Times Publisher
Horace Corbin, is available at
goleader.com/services/video.

The committee’s goal is to expose
the cause of public corruption and
draft legislation to prevent it, Mr.
Bramnick said. Along with Assem-
blyman Bramnick, the committee in-
cludes: Assemblywoman Dawn Marie
Addiego (R-Burlington), Assembly-
woman Denise Coyle (R-Somerset),
Assemblyman David Rible (R-
Monmouth), Assemblyman Scott
Rumana (R-Passaic), Assembly-
woman Charlotte Vandervalk (R-
Bergen) and Assemblyman David
Wolfe (R-Monmouth).

Anyone interested in speaking be-
fore the committee should contact
Diane Walsh, chief-of-staff, to As-
semblyman Bramnick, at (908) 232-
2073.

Ex-Cohen Aid Avoids Jail Time
For Stealing Campaign Funds
A former campaign treasurer to

former Assemblyman Neil Cohen,
Rosemary McClave of Hillside, who
has been indicted for stealing cam-
paign funds from Cohen, will enter a
two-year pretrial intervention pro-
gram and avoid jail time, The Star-
Ledger has reported.

The state is considering appealing
the decision. McClave’s alleged crimes
would have carried a maximum sen-
tence of five years in prison and a
$15,000 fine. McClave allegedly stole
more $5,500 by writing 10 checks to
herself from Cohen’s election fund
and using the money for clothing and
toys, state officials have charged.

She is also receives a six-figure

salary as the chief financial officer
for Teterboro. Cohen resigned from
the Assembly in December after his
indictment for official misconduct and
child pornography possession.

Corzine Signs Legislation to
Limit Hand Gun Purchases
Governor Jon Corzine has signed

legislation limiting handgun purchases
to one every 30 days. New Jersey is
now the fourth state in the nation to
approve such legislation, joining Cali-
fornia, Maryland and Virginia.

Proponents of the bill say it will cut
off a supply line to gangs and others
involved in illegal activity and slow
the flow of guns to the streets. Oppo-
nents have called the new law a “feel-
good” legislation that does little to
solve the gun violence problem.

State, Feds Probing Possible
Election Fraud in Essex County
State and federal investigators cop-

ied the contents of computer hard-drives
at Essex County’s Hall of Records as
part of a widening election-fraud probe,
the Star-Ledger has reported.

The allegations center on absentee
ballots in the 2007 legislative race that
ended in the election of Teresa Ruiz to
the state Senate for the 29th District,
replacing Sharpe James who, himself,
was convicted and jailed for conspir-
ing to rig the sale of nine city lots to his
mistress. Senator Ruiz is said to be
cooperating with the investigation.

Campaign volunteer Antonia
Santana, 58, of Newark, was indicted
in March for unsealing absentee bal-
lots and changing the votes. Three
additional campaign workers have
been indicted on charges they fraudu-
lently submitted absentee ballots for
residents who never received them.

Corzine Hires Strategists
To Overhaul Campaign Message

Governor Jon Corzine has two high-
powered political strategists into his
campaign and is overhauling his mes-
sage to voters as the campaign enters
the final three months. Mr. Corzine
has trailed by as much as 14 points in
some polls, Mr. Corzine has hired
strategist Bill Maer and has asked
Jamie Fox, former chief of staff and
transportation commissioner to ex-
Governor James McGreevey, to take
a more active role with the campaign.
Yoshi Manale, an aide to Senator Ray
Lesniak (LD-20, Union), is also join-
ing the Corzine Campaign.The cam-
paign will shift from personality-
based attack ads against Republican
challenger Chris Christie to more side-
by-side comparisons of where the
Democrat and Republican stand on
the issues, The Ledger reported.

Lawmaker: Why is NJ
Spending $150M on HS?

TRENTON — A Republican state
lawmaker has questioned what is in-
cluded in the building plans for the
proposed new high school in Trenton
that will cost nearly $150 million.

“It will be interesting to see what
factors are driving the cost for a project
that equates to $467 per square foot,”
said Assemblyman John DiMaio (LD-
33, Hackettstown), who owns a con-
struction business. “Most costs for con-
struction of this sort are estimated at
somewhere in the range of $150 to
$200 per square foot. Given the current
economic conditions there should be a
lot of competitive bidding for a plan of
this scope which should drive the costs
lower.” According to the report, the
school district’s Facilities Advisory
Board will convene a public meeting in
September and then commission a de-
sign for the building with a 2011 com-
mencement date for construction. The
Schools Development Authority has
indicated that it would cost $30 million
more to renovate the existing 77-year-
old facility than to build a new 321,000-
square-foot school.

“When taxpayers around the state
see a price tag like this they rightfully
wonder why their children don’t have
the same amenities. The average fam-
ily is getting by with less in today’s
world and the SDA needs to justify
why it is costing more than twice the
average price to build a new high
school, or go back to the drawing
board and revise its plans.”

Merkt: Financial Restitution
Should Be In Ethics Reform
TRENTON — In addition to

criminal penalties, public officials
convicted of crimes such as offi-
cial misconduct, bribery in official
matters or improper influence in
political matters should be required
to make financial restitution to the
state or affected municipalities
under legislation sponsored by As-
semblyman Richard Merkt (LD-
25, Randolph).

“The intent of the Corrupt Gains
Restitution Act is to deter elected
officials from being ethically chal-
lenged by tripling the amount of dam-
ages that could be recovered from
them as a result of their corruption,”

Mr. Merkt said.
 Mr. Merkt’s legislation (A-172)

further provides that the convicted
official pay for the costs incurred
during the investigation and litiga-
tion of both the criminal and civil
proceedings, and be subject to puni-
tive damages as well.

“The governor talks a better game
than he delivers on many topics,”
Mr. Merkt stated. “This issue is not
political rhetoric. Instead of stone-
walling every effort Republicans
make at enacting reform, he must
put politics aside and take action
on something that the public de-
mands.”
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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Term Limits for Congress Needed to
Save Republic for Future Generations

American Community Survey
Is Waste of Taxpayer Dollars

Westfield Tax Notice Message Was
Clear to Resident and Not Political

Mr. Brennan, We Seniors Are
Smarter Than You Think

Mr. Brennan [candidate for Mayor of
Westfield] seems to be “extremely con-
fused” and “in a panic” when talking
about the ability of senior citizens to
understand the letter we received with our
tax bill. The leading article in the August
6 Westfield Leader talks about Bill
Brennan claiming the letter accompany-
ing our tax bill was “extremely confus-
ing” and “A lot of elderly citizens were in
a panic because they thought their pay-
ments would be late”.

My wife and I were both offended by
your [his] implications that seniors are
“stupid”. We may be older than many Mr.
Brennan, but we are intelligent and can
read. We even know how to use comput-
ers and telephones.

The letter accompanying our tax bill
was both informative and appreciated.
The opening paragraph clearly states that
the first tax installment is due 25 days
after that postmark on the envelope and to
phone or e-mail the Tax Collector if we
have any questions. A similar statement
is on the tax bill itself, what could be
clearer. Just as a reminder Mr. Brennan,
we seniors are able to count 25 days on a

calendar.
After working in finance for many

years, it was good to hear that Westfield
is in a strong financial position with a
“AAA” rating from Standards and Poor’s.
The towns “pay as you go” and “do more
with less” policy has placed Westfield in
a much stronger financial position than
most of the state. Our town was not just
able to contain health care costs but actu-
ally decrease the costs through collective
bargaining and plan changes. The folks in
Trenton and Elizabeth could take a good
lesson in fiscal management from
Westfield.

Mr. Brennan seemed to be concerned
that Mayor Skibitsky signed the letter
“Andy”. There are few if any public offi-
cials like our mayor that make themselves
available for a few hours every Saturday
to meet with the people from the commu-
nity on a personal level. Therefore, I
believe it was very appropriate for giving
the letter a personal touch and sign it
“Andy”.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

I appreciate your giving front-page
coverage to Bill Brennan (candidate for
Westfield mayor) and his laughable com-
plaints so we can learn how he thinks. He
complains that the tax bill cover letter by
our current mayor (Andrew Skibitsky)
was “extremely confusing” about when
the first tax payment was due.

“A lot of elderly citizens were in a
panic because they thought their pay-
ments would be late,” said Mr. Brennan,
going on to say that the mayor should
include a payment deadline next time, as
reported by The Westfield Leader.

Well, I think the mayor did an outstand-
ing job in the silly situation that the state
creates each year by forcing towns to send
tax bills late, once they finally know what
tax amount should be billed. We elderly
citizens (members of AARP, most of us)
did understand the mayor immediately,
thank you, when the mayor’s letter’s first
paragraph clearly explained the due date.

I guess Mr. Brennan was busy looking
for something to criticize and did not
think if he read it at all, so let me repeat the

mayor’s opening paragraph for him: “En-
closed is your annual property tax state-
ment. There is sometimes confusion about
exactly when the first installment pay-
ment is due to the Town of Westfield. To
clear up any uncertainty, please note that
your taxes are due no later than 25 days
from the postmarked date on the enve-
lope. If you have any questions, please do
not hesitate to contact the Tax Collector
by phone (908-789-4051) or via e-mail to
taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.”

If Mr. Brennan is elected mayor, I hope
he will serve the citizens well by copying
these words exactly in his letter covering
the tax bill next year. To provide context,
I am not an acquaintance of Mr. Skibitsky,
and the only political candidate I have
ever worked for was a Democrat. I just
seek (and thank) competent public ser-
vants who volunteer their time and ef-
forts, especially someone as outstanding
as our current mayor.

Dale Hagstrom
Westfield

I received the American Community
Survey a month or so ago and I finally
sent it in. Before I had I had received a
second copy! What a waste of money!
Well, I finally sent the copy in with some
questions unanswered. They called me
later because they had not received it.
They said once they receive it there might
be phone calls made to me.

Yesterday, they called to say they had
finally received it and needed to ask me
why I hadn’t answered some questions!
One was re: utility expenses for the year
– gas, water, electricity, etc. I told her that
I was not going to look for all my bills to
add up the annual cost of these! One
question I had not answered was the value
of my house if it was put on the market –
with this economy the way it is how
would anyone know what the house would
sell for? She accepted this and I then
asked her other questions!

I asked why this was being done now

when it was for 2010. She said this was
not the Census but a community survey
that would be taken every five years along
with the Census every 10 years! What a
waste of taxpayer money! And then add
on the additional forms they send out and
all the phone calls they make once it is
received!

She claimed this will help the govern-
ment in seeing what utilities, etc., cost in
various parts of the country. Sorry – this
is the government wanting to know ev-
erything – and I mean all private matters
– about us! There are many questions I
did not mention! She claims they are
sending out 250,000 surveys a month! I
have yet to hear from anyone I know who
has received one.

Is this really tightening their belts in
Washington? I don’t think so!

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

After the signing of the Constitution,
Ben Franklin was asked by a woman on
the street, “What have you given us, sir?”
To which Franklin responded, “A Repub-
lic, if you can keep it.”

We are at a tipping point in our country’s
history on whether we can keep our Re-
public as the productive system that has
encouraged and permitted individuals to
reach for the stars or whether we are in the
process of extinguishing the hopes and
aspirations of generations to come.

If the latter, what will be your response
to your children and grandchildren when
they ask why you let the political elite
steal their futures?

Steal their futures because you allowed
career politicians to enslave them to the
humongous debt load that government
entitlements always bring, but which poli-
ticians know will get them re-elected be-
cause too many voters think they are
getting something for nothing.

When a free people have unbridled
hope and opportunity, amazing things are
accomplished. When these same people
are shackled with overbearing taxes, regu-
lations and a reduced control over their
destiny, mediocrity is the result.

Many things need mending to save and
restore our Republic, but first and fore-
most is a constitutional amendment to
limit the terms of Congress. National
polls continually find that 75 percent of
voters favor term limits. So why haven’t
our Congressmen and Congresswomen
listened to us, their constituents?

Silly you. Our Congress has become an
elite political class – regardless of party
affiliation – interested in only one thing.
Getting re-elected. And they only answer
to the special interests that provide the
money and support to do that. You don’t
count, except to continue re-electing them.

And you are the reason they keep get-
ting re-elected. Because most voters are

knee-jerk partisans, if a party put up
Charles Manson, most of the party faith-
ful would blindly vote for him because of
the party label.

Our unfunded (meaning there is no
money now in the Treasury to pay for it)
Social Security and Medicare obligations
alone total a neat $100 trillion. That comes
to $330,000 for every man, woman and
child or about $1.3 million per household
of four that we and our offspring will have
to pay. And that doesn’t include other
debt obligations that our government is
running up – like President Obama’s pro-
jected $2 trillion (yes with a T) budget
deficit this year alone or the monstrous
cap-and-rade costs to you or the healthcare
costs if they are nationalized.

The only way that the cesspool that is
Washington (and most state governments)
is going to be cleaned up and any chance
for our children and grandchildren to have
a chance to realize their ambitions is to
begin by enacting a term limits Constitu-
tional amendment.

You can begin by demanding of your
candidate that he/she pledge to sponsor
and vote for term limits of three, two-year
terms for the House of Representatives
and two, six-year terms for the Senate. If
they won’t make that pledge then vote for
som who will, regardless of party affilia-
tion. It will take a few elections to get rid
of the career politicians and bring in citi-
zen legislators, but the transformation
will do wonders for us all.

There are many good reasons for term
limits, but George Washington made the
best case that no one should monopolize
a seat of power by stepping down after his
second term as President even though
there was popular support for him to
continue serving.

Bruce Baker
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Illaqueate – To entrap or ensnare
2. Hogmanay – New Year’s Eve
3. Mazer – A large drinking goblet or

bowl
4. Fraischeur – Coolness; freshness

CAPYBARA
1. A large Asiatic flying squirrel
2. A street vender; a seller of fruits and

vegetables
3. A large, tailless, partcially web-

footwed rodent of South America
4. A West Indian slow-moving coast-

ing craft built for carrying goods
TICPOLONGA

1. An extremely venomous Indian snake
2. A slingshot
3. A fool or imbecile
4. A skin disease caused by a fungus;

ringworm
RUNCATION

1. Characterized by being pierced with
holes

2. Pertaining to plundering or looting
3. Furrowed or grooved
4. A weeding

GINGILI
1. A Brazilian parakeet
2. A gipsy
3. Sesame seed or the oil from it
4. Sharpness; eagerness

Fanwood Rescue Squad Confirms They
Assist Plainfield, As Do Others

Recent news reports have suggested
that the Fanwood Rescue Squad and other
volunteer rescue squads in Union County
are no longer responding to mutual aid
calls into all or part of Plainfield. Speak-
ing for the Fanwood Rescue Squad, that is
simply not true.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad’s policy
is to answer mutual aid calls into any
surrounding town that requires help if we
have sufficient manpower at the time of
dispatch. While we prioritize protecting
our own citizens first, we frequently an-
swer calls in Plainfield when our respond-
ing crews believe there is sufficient man-
power. Within the past month alone, we

have answered six Plainfield calls includ-
ing three just this past weekend.

Plainfield generally dispatches us to
calls that are close to our border or east of
Park Avenue, but we have no policy
against answering calls anywhere in the
city, contrary to what one citizen claims
to have read in a newspaper. We have also
witnessed squads from other towns re-
sponding into Plainfield. So, from our
perspective, any assertion that squads from
other towns don’t respond to 9-1-1 calls
in Plainfield is totally untrue.

Tom Kranz
NJEMT-B(I)

Fanwood Rescue Squad

Summer Ending Vacation And the
Coming of High School Football

Many area residents are using this week to take
their well-deserved summer ending vacation. It’s
hard to believe, in two weeks, it will be back to the
fast lane, the hustle and bustle. Children will be off
to school and teens will be nestled at college.

Many have gone to interesting places for their
vacations. Locally, Long Beach Island at the Jersey
Shore is the popular choice. More distant venues
include Italy, Greece or Alaska, perhaps site seeing
in Wasilla, home of Sarah Palin. We’ve received
postcards from destinations such as Berlin, Vienna
and Newcastle this summer. Although on business,
we heard from local travelers to Indonesia, Singapore,
Beijing and Malaysia.

Wherever you may have gone, it would be fun to

hear about it. Send us a photo with a short description
and we’ll publish your tales throughout the fall. Send
them to editor@goleader.com.

Vacation season is ending. One good thing about
the start of fall is football. If you’re a high school
football fan, the teams in Union County have exten-
sive schedule revisions this year, all for the good.
Most will be playing local rivals and adjacent towns,
rather than traveling to unrelated destinations for
their contests as has been too much so with the past
schedules.

We look forward to the exciting football games.
Dave Corbin, sports editor, along with Fred Lecomte,
sports writer, will keep you informed. Welcome back
and we hope to see you at the games.

Get Up to Speed With Fall
Elections, Take the Poll

There are many important elections this year re-
quiring your attention and participation. To help you
become informed so that you will be encouraged to
write your views, ask questions and vote, we will
focus our fall publishing on the races for Governor
of New Jersey, Assembly seats in our area including
Legislative Districts 21 and 22, contests for the three
Union County Freeholder seats, the contests for
mayor and council in Westfield plus the municipal
races in the towns of Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Mountainside and Garwood. Also, we hope to re-
ceive your input and highlight the key issues impor-
tant to you.

We invite all the candidates to meet with our
editors for a 30-minute video production to be re-
ported in our newspapers and presented on the
Internet at goleader.com. We also invite the candi-
dates to submit letters to the editor each week to
address their views. We have posted their photos and

biographies on our website and will publish them in
our newspapers.

To further spur interest in these important matters,
we have created a poll for the public at goleader.com
where one can vote their preference, read past ar-
ticles, see reference material and append comments
about each race. There’s no claim that these polls are
scientific or that they can predict outcomes – just a
hope that it encourages informed voting. If nothing
else, many will find it fun. One is invited to vote on
different days, to come back time again, so that the
polls can reflect trends and changing views.

These online polls will run continuously up to the
General Election on Tuesday, November 3, 2009.
The results will be updated in phases and issues
raised will be published.

Our local candidates are working hard. We encour-
age everyone to pay attention, hear them out and
provide your input — then vote.

DWC Thanks the
Community For

Supporting the 5K Race
On July 22, the Town of Westfield

welcomed over 2,500 runners who
proudly registered for the Downtown
Westfield 5K and Pizza Extravaganza.
Sponsored by the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), the 8th annual race
boasted more than 6,000 visitors to our
town, the highest attendance record to
date for this event.

With any successful town event, there
are countless individuals and volunteers
who dedicate their time, efforts and dona-
tions each and every year. With each and
every event, we do all we can to allow our
downtown area to shine. We would like to
thank the following event sponsors who
without their efforts, this event would not
be possible.

First, special thanks to Mark Zenobia
of On Your Mark Productions who orga-
nized the run. The DWC would like to
show gratitude to Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield with a silver recognition in
support of this event. Williams Nursery,
Shoprite, REI, Aquaviva delle fonti, Stop
and Shop, Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano, Verizon Wireless, Overlook
Hospital, Westfield Pediatric Dental
Group, Drew and Rogers, New Jersey
Life Magazine, Greco Steam Carpet
Cleaning, and Keith Loughlin all partici-
pated at the bronze sponsorship level.
PSEG is acknowledged on a contributing
level.

We would also like to show gratitude to
Capital One, Creative Dental Care, Redco
Engineering and Construction Corp., and
State Farm Insurance Christine Cosenza
Agency who all were credited supporters
of the 5K race.

We would like to extend a very special
appreciation to the courageous members
of the Westfield Police Department (par-
ticularly Lt. Scott Rodger and Officer
Gary Moore who provided leadership and
assistance during the event), Westfield
Rescue Squad, and Westfield Fire De-
partment whose loyalty and public ser-
vices are a constant reminder of the effort
it takes to maintain a high level of safety
and order not only to our town but during
our events.

The following downtown businesses
and stores have provided gifts and prizes
to the runners at the award ceremony and
never falter in their assistance in keeping
Westfield a place to want to visit and live:
Boulevard Bistro, Coldstone Creamery,
CoolVines, Cosimo’s Restaurant and Piz-
zeria, Espirit, Ferraro’s, Hi-5 Candy and
Ice Café, Limani Seafood Grill, Rita’s of
Westfield, Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse +
Bistro, The Running Company of
Westfield, Sole Fine Italian Shoes, Staples
Print and Copy Shop, Tamar Jewelry,
The Town Book Store, Trader Joe’s,
Westfield Fitness Studio and Xocolatz.

Thanks also to Westfield Area “Y”,
Westfield Girl Scout Council, and the
Westfield Jaycees who volunteered dur-
ing the event.

Special thanks to Meg Mehorter, Vol-
unteer Coordinator. Special thanks to
Westfield Department of Public Works
(Rich Edge, Bill Moore, Jr. and Art
Brown) who provided assistance before,
during and after the event. Special thanks
also to Michael Craig Band who provided
the entertainment.

As always, the devotion and depend-
ability of our staff (Sherry Cronin, Beth
Brenner, Jamie Lemberg, Courtney
Nemec and Liz Rich) and volunteers are
unprecedented and are the driving force
behind the success of each of our events
here in Westfield.

Dominick Verdic
DWC Chairman

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

More letters on pages 5 & 16

Thank You for Helping the Homeless of Union County
For the fourth summer in a row, Con-

gregation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains
served as a host site for the Homefirst
Hospitality Network (formerly Interfaith
Council for the Homeless of Union
County). From July 12 through 26, 14
people in temporary need were housed,
including children ages one year to 14.

Synagogue members served as after-
noon and weekend greeters; prepared and
served dinner; slept over at the syna-
gogue; assisted guests with laundry; set
up cots and lounge areas; and arranged
outings to a local pool, among other tasks.

This project would not be possible with-

out the generous assistance of local ven-
dors who donated food, such as Deli King
of Clark; Fusion Café at the JCC in Scotch
Plains; Zayda’s of South Orange and Lin’s
Kosher Chinese Restaurant in Manville.
ShopRite of Clark also provided a gener-
ous discount on groceries.

Other local businesses provided help-
ful assistance in moving, storing and set-
ting up for the hosting stint, such as
NeedlePoint Homes, Gregg Rood of
Padgett Business Services and Parker
Gardens in Scotch Plains. Marc and Diana
Cooper donated commercial laundry ser-
vices for which we and our guests were

very grateful.
Congregation Beth Israel also expresses

appreciation to the kind volunteers from
Temple Sholom in Fanwood and Willow
Grove Church in Scotch Plains.

In these difficult economic times,
hardworking families often find it diffi-
cult to make ends meet and need assis-
tance to get back on their feet. Thank you
to everyone involved for working towards
that goal.

Laurie Woog
Westfield
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VISIT MDARCHITECTURE.NET 

908 - 317- 0677 

1906 Bartle Avenue • Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 • 908.322.7711

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEY BY THE NJ SUPREME COURT

FORMER
PROSECUTOR

Scotch Plains
2007 & 2008

• DWI
• Traffic Violations
• Criminal Charges

in all courts

ATTORNEY AT LAW

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

We Americans Must Restore Our
Attitudes, Values And Ways

The country faces many challenges —
The worst economy since the Great De-
pression of the 1930’s; the wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan; Terrorism and Illegal
drugs. Yet there is another challenge not
so commonly known or understood. This
is the challenge we as a people ourselves
present. As Shakespeare said, “the fault is
not in our stars but in ourselves.”

This challenge takes several forms.
First, there is the lack of public interest in
knowing the news. More people, for ex-
ample, watch American Idol than watch
the three major television network nightly
news programs combined. Commentary
on the death of Walter Cronkite included
the view that he was the last of his breed
to report the news straight, and that today’s
news has in large measure been replaced
by entertainment as evidenced by anyone
who watches a news program today.

Second, there is growing public cyni-
cism and negativity. We have a new Presi-
dent not in office seven months and al-
ready his poll numbers are down, a phe-
nomenon seen with all our Presidents
whether Republican or Democratic. Im-
patient for results, unfamiliar with the
complexities of the governmental pro-
cess, the public tends to dismiss Presi-
dents, however well intentioned, if re-
sults are not immediate.

Even the slightest misstep by a Presi-
dent may send his poll numbers south.
President Lyndon Johnson said that a
President has six months or so to get
things done before the public, the media,
and the Congress start picking him apart.

Third, there is the increasing domina-
tion of the legislative process by lobbyists
and special interests. A multi-billion dol-
lar industry of lobbyists and special inter-
ests dedicated to advancing their own
narrow interests rather than the national

interest, has weakened the national unity
— which one would hope exists, particu-
larly in time of national crisis. It has made
passage of legislation much more diffi-
cult.

Fourth, Congress is increasingly frag-
mented with little if any of the party
discipline necessary to insure passage of
legislation. The result is that the Presi-
dent, unlike the British Prime Minister,
does not have control over his party.
Many Senators and Representatives have
independent power bases. Because of
gerrymandering, which creates safe Con-
gressional districts, they are assured of
re-election — and thus are not dependent
upon the President and his coattails.

Presidents, therefore, of whatever party,
have growing difficulty getting their leg-
islative programs through Congress.

Fifth, the era of bipartisanship is over.
The popular Republican Senate Minority
Leader in the 1960’s, Everett McKinley
Dirksen, said, “The Senate is a public
institution; it must work; it’s a two-way
street; and that requires the efforts of both
parties.” No one talks this way anymore.
The result is that it is more and more
difficult to get agreement in Congress on
anything, whether it be in domestic af-
fairs or in foreign policy.

Professors G. Calvin MacKenzie and
Robert Weisbort in their recent book The
Liberal Hour describe the bipartisan ef-
forts of the 1960’s, which gave the coun-
try more reform legislation than the coun-
try had seen since the New Deal – Medi-
care, Medicaid, two major civil rights
bills, a host of anti-poverty programs
including food stamps, education and
immigration legislation, pioneering envi-
ronmental legislation, The Federal De-
partment of Transportation and the Fed-
eral Department of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

One may argue about the value of this
or that program but the fact remains that
it was through bipartisan efforts that all
this was done.

Benjamin Franklin astutely concluded
as the delegates were signing the Consti-
tution at the Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia in September 1787 that the
American sun was a rising sun, not a
setting sun. We must change our attitudes
and values and our way of conducting the
country’s business if our American sun
will continue to be ascendant. Otherwise
our brilliant constitutional system of gov-
ernment will not guarantee our continued
freedom and prosperity.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Cap & Trade Leaves More Questions
Than Answers, Congressman

Editor’s note: The following is a con-
densed version of a letter sent to Rep.
Leonard Lance and copied to this news-
paper.

*****
Thank you for the advance press re-

lease justifying your voting for H.R. 2454,
the “American Clean Energy and Secu-
rity Act.” You stated that you wanted to
reduce our dependence on foreign oil. I
don’t understand how placing ourselves
in debt to Communist China (by your own
estimate as of April 2009 is $763.5 Bil-
lion) increases our “national security.”
Many of us see that this bill will only
increase our debt.

You indicated that New Jersey would
be a “big winner.” We do not live in a
single state union; we are the United
States not just New Jersey. What happens
in one state affects the rest of the nation.

You mentioned nuclear power in New
Jersey; in fact we have had plants for
some 40 years. This is not new. Fostering
of nuclear power would produce “green
energy,” but it is some 10 to 15 years
away.

It is unbelievable that so much of the
bill depends on carbon capture and se-
questration of CO2 emissions. Where is
this technology presently up and running
on a commercial level? Why not perfect
the technology before passing laws that
require it?

Over what time period do these new
25,000 jobs that you mentioned get cre-
ated? Where are these jobs? I work in the
industry and don’t know any that were
created. In fact, in looking at the recent
employment websites, I see only a few
possible “green” jobs listed. The Star
Ledger had a report that construction of
wind turbines off the coast of New Jersey
may not take place until 2013. Congress-
man, how are we to support our families
and pay your salaries while we wait out
that time period?

Outside Magazine published an article
in its June 2009 issue regarding “Green
Jobs.” It appears that, in good part, white-
collar workers will be essentially left out.
A good amount of the work will be in such
things as roofers, metal workers and the
like. Where are the engineering jobs?

This was reinforced as reported by the
Star-Ledger on July 22, 2009, that Gover-
nor Corzine stated green jobs will be
created for electrical engineers, steel
workers and longshoreman. What about
chemical, civil, mechanical and indus-
trial engineers and the various design
drafting fields?

These fields comprise a good amount
of the employees in the major engineer-
ing companies. It shows a complete lack
of understanding of how projects are ex-
ecuted. With the concentration on creat-
ing jobs at the prevailing wage (i.e., union
jobs) this bill sounds like our governor
and the President are concentrating on
union jobs only. Here in New Jersey we
know that union legacy costs are the ma-
jor part of what is causing our state’s
financial woes and our politicians bend
over backwards for them.

We are seeing jobs lost and contracts
cancelled or delayed in the energy busi-
ness. Equipment suppliers, contractors
and engineering companies have little or
no work. This has happened once before
in 1982 when President Jimmy Carter’s
substitute for foreign oil, that being Oil
Shale, died due to not being cost effective
when the cost per barrel dropped. This
resulted in a loss of engineering staff that
was felt 20 years later. The jobs that we
see being created are for the non-techni-
cal unskilled workers. It is highly un-
likely that the unskilled insulation in-
staller will hire an engineer.

You mentioned about the cost. Do I
remember correctly, that with the first
$800-billion stimulus package, the un-
employment would not exceed 8 percent?
Is it now closing in on double digits?
Other than government workers, who do
you know who has gotten a job?

On July 29, 2009, the Star-Ledger pub-
lished a report that PSE&G will start
charging us $1.28 this year and $4.08 by
2028 for solar panels on light poles. Is this
the start of the consumer’s pockets being
drained by the major green energy pro-
ducers under the cover of “green en-
ergy”? I thought that there were suppose
to be allowances to prevent this cost to us.
Will this cost disappear if and when the
cap-and-trade bill becomes law?

I have no idea what you mean by “the
legislation covers its own costs and actu-
ally brings in revenue for consumers
through rebates and tax credits, as well as
to invest in more clean energy and energy
efficiency innovation.” Power companies
make money by selling power for less
than they can make it for. Can you explain
where the operator/owner’s profits are?

In the July 16 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times William Sanders of Mountainside
said that your vote for the cap-and-trade
bill was “a disgrace” and he promised to
run against you when you are up for re-
election. Congressman, for the first time
I placed a candidate sign on my front yard
last November. That sign was for you. I
still have the space and I look forward to
a “Sanders for Congress” sign being there
at the next congressional election.

I was at a loss to understand your vote,
until I noticed that the House approved
some $500,000 for Democrat-controlled
Union County’s emergency operations
center. I hope this was not part of a
“compromise” for your “yes” vote.

In conclusion, I would like to point out
that I am not against alternate energy
sources and conservation. However, I am
concerned about the loss of jobs today,
dependence on non-existing technology
and the impact of proceeding in a direc-
tion that is not cost effective without a
constant stream of government money. I
question its sustainability, as I did New
Jersey’s property tax rebate program.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
Brennan, Mayoral Candidate Calls

For Action on Pedestrian Safety
The town needs to improve its policies

and procedures for pedestrian safety in
Westfield. Recently, another pedestrian
was injured on North Avenue, near Lord
and Taylor. This accident marks the ninth
pedestrian accident this year. Earlier this
year, there was an unfortunate pedestrian
fatality. Last year there were 18 pedes-
trian accidents and one fatality. Simply
put, we need to improve our education
and enforcement of laws regarding pe-
destrian safety.

I would urge the mayor to immediately
implement a Town Crosswalk Improve-
ment Study. The Borough of Princeton
did a great job in taking an inventory of its
crosswalks and making improvements
with the help of the State Department of
Transportation, which provides bicycle
and pedestrian planning assistance to lo-
cal governments. Interested parties should
review the Borough of Princeton website
to review its Crosswalk Improvement
Plan.

In fact, Princeton received grant money
for the improvement plan. We should
perform the same study and coordinate a
similar plan. In the interim, there are
several steps that should be immediately
taken. There is no excuse for the poor
condition of our crosswalks.

The mayor should immediately direct
that all crosswalks be freshly painted.
Many, if not most, of our crosswalks have
faded paint and the lines are not visible to
drivers or pedestrians. This condition is
particularly dangerous at night. The dan-
gerous situation on North Avenue, par-
ticularly in the area of Lord and Taylor,
has to be improved.

A town official was recently quoted as
stating the town is limited because North
Avenue is a county road. This response,
or lack thereof, is not sufficient. The
crossing in that area has to be improved.
We need to work with the county to get
the job done. We either have to move an
existing traffic light, install a light, have a
blinking light or install a pedestrian acti-
vated light. The present situation is dan-
gerous.

The mayor should also begin a cam-
paign to educate both drivers and pedes-
trians on the law regarding pedestrian
safety. The law in New Jersey requires
vehicles to yield to pedestrians at cross-
walks. On the other hand, pedestrians are
under an obligation to cross at available
crosswalks. There should be prominent
notices on the town’s website and articles

can be written in the local paper outlining
the respective responsibilities of both driv-
ers and pedestrians.

The mayor is frequently on Channel
36. He should use one of his appearances
to coordinate a program with the judge,
prosecutor and police chief to educate the
public on the law and to explain the pen-
alties for violating the law.

In addition to painting our crosswalks
and educating the public, we should also
add/improve signage at busy pedestrian
intersections. Many towns have fluores-
cent signs at the crosswalks identifying
the area as a “PEDXING” or a sign stat-
ing, “NJ Law requires vehicles to yield to
pedestrians at crosswalks.” We should
also place markers or flexible signs/cones
in the centerline roadway at our busy
pedestrian crossings warning motorists
to yield.

I also believe we should conduct an
operation similar to what was recently
conducted by the police department in
Parsippany. Police officers, out of uni-
form, would attempt to cross in a cross-
walk and would radio ahead to other
officers to stop drivers who did not yield.
Similarly, we should stop pedestrians who
fail to use available crosswalks.

I believe the police should first issue
warnings and after the appropriate mea-
sures suggested above are implemented,
summonses should be issued.

A separate, but equally important, prob-
lem endangering all pedestrians, espe-
cially our children is the rampant disre-
gard of the speeding laws. As the former
town judge, I saw, first hand, the wide-
spread problem existing in our town. Too
often motorists use our neighborhood
streets as highways. How to combat speed-
ing will be a separate discussion on a
different day.

I believe once a program of education
and enforcement is implemented, along
with the study suggested above, the risk
of future pedestrian incidents will be de-
creased. I do not, however, mean to sug-
gest that all of the unfortunate incidents
that have occurred could have been pre-
vented even with the above measures.
However, those incidents should serve as
a wake up call to improve the pedestrian
safety procedures in our town, which is so
dependant on foot traffic, especially in
our downtown district.

Bill Brennan
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Lubinski of Fanwood
Caps Army Training
NATION — Army National Guard

Pfc. Michael B. Lubinski has graduated
from Basic Combat Training at Fort Sill,
Lawton, Okla.

During the nine weeks of training, the
soldier received training in drill, ceremo-
nies, history, values, traditions, courtesy,
justice, physical fitness, first aid, marks-
manship, weapons use, map reading, land
navigation, marches, armed and unarmed
combat, field maneuvers and tactics.

He is the son of Henly and Debbie
Lubinski of Oakwood Court, Fanwood.
Mr. Lubinski is a 2007 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Residents Compete in
Pan Mass Challenge,

Raise $40,000
On Saturday and Sunday, August 1 and

2, five of us rode in the Pan Mass Chal-
lenge (one of us couldn’t due to last-
minute back surgery) – a two-day 192-
mile cycling event that will raise more
than $30 million this year to benefit the
Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston
through its “Jimmy Fund.”

We rode through beautiful terrain and
perfect cycling weather with 5,200 other
cyclists and were supported by 3,000
volunteers. All along the 192-mile course,
folks came out in droves to support us by
cheering, cooling us down with their gar-
den hoses, offering us food and water,
playing trumpets, bagpipes, drums and
loud radios.

The PMC, as it is known, has become
a sort of cultural phenomenon – akin to
the New York Marathon or similar events
– except that the PMC is not a race; it is all
about the fundraising and the battle against
cancer.

The good feelings surrounding this
event are truly awesome, and we all feel
privileged to have been a part of it. The six
of us plan to ride it again and again. We
thank everyone who donated money or
goods or services to the cause either di-
rectly to us or to the charity auction that
we held in June at Jay’s Cycle in Westfield.

Together, the six of us from Jay’s Cycle
raised nearly $40,000, and our whole
team of 12 riders raised more than $75,000.

Thanks again for your support!

Ed Carr, Tony Cook, Joe Gachko,
Ed Gallagher, Arch Knisely,

Mark Otto
Westfield
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Committee Reveals Plans
For Fanny Wood Festival

FANWOOD – The Fanny Wood
Day Committee has announced that
the 14th Annual Fanny Wood Day
celebration will be held on Sunday,
October 4, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the corner of Martine and South
Avenues in downtown Fanwood.

The committee has been meet-
ing throughout the summer to fi-
nalize plans for this year’s event.
Chaired by Bruce Zakarin, the com-
mittee includes representatives
from public works and multiple
local volunteers, some of whom
have been helping since the first
Fanny Wood Day festival was held
in 1996.

The committee has been solicit-
ing a variety of vendors who, along
with local merchants, will feature
their wares at stands along Martine
and South Avenues during the
event. Vendors who have registered
will offer food, crafts and various
items suitable for all ages. Local
non-profit organizations and pro-
fessionals also will be on hand to
provide information and services.

Vendors interested in reserving a
spot at the festival can complete a
vendor form available on the Fanny
Wood website at visitfanwood.com.

The celebration, named for a lo-

cal folklore figure depicted as a
fashionable Victorian woman, will
begin with an opening ceremony
led by the Union County Sheriff’s
Color Guard. Once again, a special
area will be designated for chil-
dren, with rides and entertainment
as part of the festivities. A disc
jockey will provide music and will
broadcast the results of contests
being scheduled throughout the day.

Contests will include a bubble
gum-blowing contest sponsored by
Provident Bank and, back by popu-
lar demand, an ice cream-eating
contest sponsored by Double Dip-
per Café.

Additionally, there will be musi-
cal performances by “Zev,” fol-
lowed by entertainment from
“Cover to Cover.”

During the festival, the Cougar
Car Club will host an exhibition of
classic automobiles in the Fanwood
train station parking lot along South
Avenue. Those interested in par-
ticipating in the exhibit are asked to
call Don Wussler at (908) 889-1709.

“An ad journal with a complete
listing of the day’s events and in-
formation about some of
Fanwood’s local businesses and
supporters will be mailed to each
household in early September,”
stated Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr. “We encourage everyone to
set aside October 4 and join us
downtown to honor Fanwood’s leg-
endary first lady.”

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing during the Fanny Wood Day
festival is asked to call Bruce
Zakarin at (908) 277-8453.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

The Law Offices of

Francis M. Smith, esq.
The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case

PERSONAL INJURY = PERSONAL ATTENTION

Over 25 Years of
Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls • Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines • Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents • Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries • Serious Burns & Scars

Nursing Home Abuse

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800
No Fee If No Recovery •Call For A Free Consultation:

 Diana Vasel of Westfield
Achieves Girl Scout Gold

Diana Vasel

WESTFIELD – Diana Vasel, a
Westfield resident and student at
Westfield High School, recently was
awarded the Girl Scout Gold Award.
The Gold Award, the
highest award available
to Girl Scouts, focuses
on interest, utilizes
leadership skills and in-
volves reaching out to
the community.

A member of Troop
905, she received her
award on May 26 dur-
ing a ceremony at the
First Congregational
Church in Westfield.

For her Gold Award
project, Diana created
a weeklong drama
workshop for the Poultney Recre-
ation 2008 Summer Program in Ver-
mont. She had participated in the
Poultney Recreation Program herself
since she was 5 years old.

Although the recreation program
had offerings for children ages 5 to
14, there was nothing available for
the youngest age group, nor anything
that taught the importance of social-
izing or public-speaking skills.

Diana decided to combine these
two needs to make her own workshop
program – a superhero- and heroine-
themed camp for children ages 3 to 7.
It enabled the children to learn while
acting as their favorite characters.

Each day, children came to the camp
dressed as their favorite superhero,
allowing them to embrace their new
character while learning helpful act-
ing and creativity tips. The schedule
was different each day, but it always
included a craft, story time, improvi-

sation and, of course, a lot of acting.
It was the first time that many of the

children in the workshop had to speak
in front of an audience, so they needed

help with public-
speaking skills. In or-
der to improve these
skills, Diana read a
book each day, after
which the students had
the chance to incor-
porate their own im-
provisation into it.
This allowed them to
express their creativ-
ity and imagination.

The children greatly
appreciated not only
the opportunity to
learn acting skills but

being able to play games and wear
their Halloween costumes during the
summer. Diana’s Gold Award Project
was so popular that she conducted the
camp again this summer, which proved
to be equally successful.

Diana will begin her senior year of
high school in September. She ex-
tended thanks to her parents, Donna
and Bruce, and her project mentor,
the town manager of Poultney, Jonas
Rosenthal, for all their support.

Student Aris Psyhojos
Attends HOBY Event
WESTFIELD – The Woman’s

Club of Westfield recently spon-
sored Aris Psyhojos, son of Eliza-
beth Murphy and Emanuel
Psyhojos, to attend the Hugh
O’Brien Youth Leadership Program
known as HOBY.

The three-day weekend of meet-
ings and seminars took place in June
at the College of New Jersey and
was attended by sophomore high
school students from all over the
state of New Jersey.

HOBY’s mission is to seek out
and develop young people with lead-
ership potential. The program in-
cluded lectures on various careers,
planned activities and panels
adapted to develop young people
with director skills.

This mini college experience
served as a prelude to college life
and offered participants a college
experience. Aris said he found the
program to be valuable, informa-
tive and inspiring. He especially
enjoyed meeting many interesting
people who shared an interest in
leadership and future success. Aris
will enter his junior year at Westfield
High School in the fall.

AMONG TOMORROW’S LEADERS…Harry Zikas, Jr., Hugh O’Brien Youth
Leadership Program (HOBY) Leadership Seminar Chairman, is pictured with
Westfield High School student Aris Psyhojos. Aris was among the participants in
the recent youth leadership program at the College of New Jersey.

Free Tea Seminar
To Be Held Aug. 27

WESTFIELD – Tea enthusiasts are
invited to learn all about their favorite
beverage at “A Tea Seminar: Drink to
Your Health,” a free event offered by
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County.

The seminar is scheduled for Thurs-
day, August 27, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the
County Extension offices, located at
300 North Avenue, East, in Westfield.

Although the event is free, pre-reg-
istration is required and may be done
by calling the Extension at (908) 654-
9854 or e-mailing dtorres@ucnj.org.

Dr. Karen Ensle, a nutrition expert
and the head of the County Extension
department, will discuss the health
benefits of various teas and provide
tips on the best brewing method.

The Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Union County provides the commu-
nity with science-based information on
nutrition, food safety, home environ-
mental health, family wellbeing, agri-
culture and 4-H youth development. It
is supported in part by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Rape Crisis Center
Seeks Volunteers

AREA – The Union County Rape
Crisis Center is seeking volunteer
advocates to provide support and
guidance for victims of sexual as-
sault. A new training session for pro-
spective volunteers will start on Tues-
day, September 22.

The Rape Crisis Center is part of the
Union County Department of Human
Services and is supported by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
For more information, call the Rape
Crisis Center at (908) 233-7273.

Sierra Club to Focus
On Sea Grasses

AREA – The Sierra Club will present
Paul A. X. Bologna, director of the
Aquatic and Coastal Sciences Pro-
gram of Montclair State University
and an expert on costal sea grasses, at
its Wednesday, September 9 meeting.

Coastal sea grasses form the founda-
tion of food webs in many near shore
waters. However, global losses of these
grasses due to human impacts have
substantially reduced the available food
and habitat for many organisms.

Mr. Bologna, who holds a doctoral
degree, will describe the current ecol-
ogy of eelgrass in New Jersey and the
restoration efforts being undertaken.

The meeting will be held from 7:30
to 9 p.m. at The Library of The
Chathams, located at 214 Main Street
in Chatham. Admission is free and
open to the the public. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2414.

Ms. Cassie Catenaccio and Scott Joseph Triola

Scott J. Triola to Marry
Ms. Cassie Catenaccio

Chris and Joe Triola of Westfield
have announced the engagement of
their son, Scott Joseph Triola of
Westfield, to Ms. Cassie Catenaccio
of Belleville. She is the daughter of
Judy and Carlo Catenaccio of
Belleville.

The bride-to-be is an alumna of
Belleville High School, Class of
2000, and the French Culinary In-
stitute in New York City, where she
received a degree in pastry arts in
2005. She currently is a pastry chef
in Paramus.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Westfield High School, Class
of 2001, and from the Culinary Arts
Institute of Jersey City in 2006. He
presently is a chef/manager in
Bridgewater.

A wedding is planned for the fall
of 2011.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club regularly offers hik-
ing and bicycling activities, most
of which take place in central and
northern New Jersey. Membership
dues are $10 per year.

Prospective members may try out
the club by taking part in up to
three outings before joining. For a
complimentary schedule that in-
cludes a new member application,
call Union County Parks at (908)
527-4900.
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Rain Provides Opportunities
To Refresh Spirit and Soul

By REV. DR. DARLA DEE
TURLINGTON

It’s the middle of August and we
really cannot complain about the
heat. It’s been an exceptionally cool
summer. The amount of rain, on the
other hand, is not cool at all.

June had a record number of days
when it rained in New Jersey, July
had several periods of multiple days
of rain, and August promises to be
similar.

So, what do you do with too many
rainy days? As long as it does not
fall so fast and furious that all you
can do is deal with a flood, why not
enjoy it? We’ve had some church
car washes, for instance, where we
posted the sign: “Bring in your car.
We wash…God rinses!”

If driving in the rain, definitely
slow down. It’s good manners and
good sense. Pop a favorite CD in or
turn on your iPod. Maybe you could
make your own collection of songs
with rain lyrics: “dancing in the
rain…,” “raindrops keep falling on
my head…,” “upon us all a little rain
must fall…,” “come rain or come
shine…,” “nothing stops the rain…”

If you get “caught” out of the house
by heavy rain, relax! Inform your next
appointment that you are delayed, and
enjoy where you are. Browse in a
store. Stand under eaves and give your
full attention to whoever is with you
(especially if it happens to be your

spouse or child), ask about their day,
and pay attention to their response.
Share about your day, more reflec-
tively than you usually do.

If you are home when it rains, try
these activities:

Have every member of the family
select a rainy day book he or she
will read only when it rains. When
someone finishes a book, have him
or her describe it to other members
of the family.

Set up a card table with a rainy day
jigsaw puzzle and encourage any will-
ing soul to work on it when it is raining.

Select a rainy day computer
project and, whenever the rain does
not include thunder and lightning,
work on it. Consider things like
cleaning out your in box, updating
your address book, catching up on
Facebook or researching a subject
that interests you.

Locate, or purchase, the brightest
raincoat, rain hat or boots and um-
brella you can find, don them and
go for a walk in the rain.

And, best of all, dress light and
run outside and play in the rain!

Rain is a refreshing, life-enhanc-
ing happening. Take a cue from it,
and put some refreshment in your
life while it’s raining.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is senior pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church, 170
Elm Street in Westfield.

Why Vacation?
Get Away To

Your
Bedroom…

Experience the
Nirvana Latex

Mattress
Collection

Only At…...

www.mattressfac.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

E. Hanover closed Sunday & Monday

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

LEAGUE HONOREES…The Westfield Service League recently honored mul-
tiple members of the organization for their longtime service. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Sally Wilt, Nancy Hevert, Jackie Conover Rogers, Charlotte
Abruzzo, Francie Gibbons, Joan Mulholland and Bridget Towey. Fellow honor-
ees not pictured include Donna Keenoy, Rosann LiVolsi, Anne Perrella, Cathy
Tomlinson, Janice Austin, Shirley Carr and Sue Crawford.

Service League Recognizes
Women For Volunteerism

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Service League (WSL), now about
to enter its 77th year, recently hon-
ored a group of women who have
collectively volunteered over an es-
timated 18,000 hours of service as
members.

These women were recognized at
the WSL’s annual end-of-year
breakfast held in June at Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield. They
were acknowledged for giving of
themselves to help others, includ-
ing volunteering with Children’s
Specialized Hospital, the Westfield
Food Pantry and Mobile Meals de-
liveries, as well as time spent in the
WSL Thrift and Consignment
Shops. Proceeds from the shop sales
are directed to area charities.

Honored for their collective years
of service were Donna Keenoy,
Rosann LiVolsi, Joan Mulholland,
Anne Perrella, Cathy Tomlinson and
Bridget Towey, all of who have been
WSL members for seven years;
Janice Austin, Shirley Carr and Sue
Crawford, members for 10 years;
Francie Gibbons and Sally Wilt,
members for 15 years; Jackie
Conover Rogers, a 20-year mem-

ber, and Charlotte Abruzzo and
Nancy Hevert, both of who have
been members of the WSL for 25
years.

The league’s thrift and consign-
ment shops, both located at 114
Elmer Street in Westfield, have been
closed for the summer but will re-
open on Wednesday, September 9,
at 9 a.m. Normal hours for both
shops are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday. For more infor-
mation, call the thrift shop at (908)
233-2530 or the consignment shop
at (908) 232-1223, or visit
thewestfieldserviceleague.wordpress.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Freedom Run and Walk
To Honor U.S. Military

AREA – A Kenilworth Freedom
Run and Walk, hosted by the
Kenilworth Historical Society, will be
held on Sunday, September 27. This
event will take place rain or shine.

The 5K Freedom Run and 2K Free-
dom Walk will each start at 10 a.m.
from the North 22nd/21st Street mu-
nicipal parking lot behind the
Kenilworth Seniors’ Center.

These events will be held in conjunc-
tion with the national “America Sup-
ports You” program, which recognizes
residents’ support for United States
military men and women and commu-
nicates such support to members of the
armed forces at home and abroad.

The fee to take part in the non-
competitive 2K Freedom Walk is $8
in advance (by Friday, September
18) and $10 after that date. Children,
youth and adults of all ages are in-
vited to participate individually or
as part of a group/organization. All
participants must register in order to
receive a commemorative T-shirt.

The registration fees for the 5K
Run, a USATF (U.S.A. Track and
Field)-sanctioned event, are as fol-
lows: Advance registration (by Sep-
tember 18) is $20 for the general
public and $18 for USATF mem-
bers. The registration fee after Sep-
tember 18 is $23 for everyone.

Advance registration for the Free-
dom Walk and the Freedom Run is
strongly recommended to ensure T-
shirt availability.

Monetary donations for the United
States troops are welcome and may
be made, in care of the Kenilworth
Historical Society, at the time of
registration.

Awards for the 5K Freedom Run
will be given to the top male and
female finisher in the overall race
and to the top three male and female
finishers in each of the designated
10-year age groups (14 and under to
75 and over). CompuScore Com-
puter Services will handle same-day
race scoring and recording.

Registration forms for the
Kenilworth Freedom Run and Walk
are available on the Kenilworth His-
torical Society website at
geocit ies .com/kenilworth567/
index.html; the Kenilworth Munici-
pal Building (borough clerk’s of-
fice), 567 Boulevard; the Kenilworth

Public Library, 548 Boulevard; Es-
pecially Yours Florist, 13 North 20th
Street, and on the CompuScore
website, compuscore.com/.

Checks for registration should be
made payable to the Kenilworth His-
torical Society and sent, together
with a completed registration form,
to the Kenilworth Historical Soci-
ety, 567 Boulevard, Kenilworth, N.J.
07033. In-person registration can be
done in advance at the borough
clerk’s office or on September 27 at
the Kenilworth Seniors’ Center, start-
ing at 8:30 a.m. that day.

Proceeds from the event will ben-
efit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s ongoing project to restore
the local 19th-century Oswald J.
Nitschke House and transform it into
a “living history” museum and cul-
tural arts center.

For further information about the
Kenilworth Freedom Run and Walk
or to inquire about sponsorship op-
portunities, call (908) 709-0434.

LOVING GESTURE…Victoria
Scognamiglio, 12, of Westfield recently
donated 10 inches of her hair to “Locks
of Love.” A public non-profit organi-
zation, Locks of Love provides hair-
pieces to financially disadvantaged chil-
dren in the United States and Canada
under age 18 suffering from long-term
medical hair loss from any diagnosis. It
takes 10 donations to make one hair-
piece. “It feels good to know that my
hair is going to help someone feel really
good about themselves,” Victoria said.
Edie Savino gave Victoria the haircut.
For more information on donating, visit
Locksoflove.org.

Fashion Show and Luncheon
To Benefit Center For Hope
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Center For

Hope Hospice and Palliative Care Aux-
iliary will present its annual Fashion
Show and Luncheon on Sunday, Octo-
ber 11, beginning at noon at L’Affaire
Fine Catering, located at 1099 Route
22, East, in Mountainside. All pro-
ceeds will directly benefit the center.

Included will be a professional fash-
ion show with fashions by Maureen
Pearce, fashion coordinator. A bou-
tique, Kreations by Anne, also will be
featured. Volunteer models from The
Hope Chest, the Center For Hope’s
thrift shop at 26 Prospect Street in
Westfield, will participate in the event.

Additionally, there will be the Pa-
rade of Prizes, among them theme bas-
kets, theater and sports tickets, house-
hold items, jewelry and electronic equip-
ment. There also will be a 50/50 raffle
and Grand Raffle, offering a vacation
for two of one’s choice; an 18-carat
yellow gold necklace and a $500
ShopRite merchandise certificate.

Community support of this
fundraiser enables the Auxiliary to
continue its mission of increasing

public awareness of the service the
Center For Hope provides and to con-
tinue its policy of caring for everyone
in need, regardless of an individual’s
ability to pay. The center’s mission is
to provide physical, emotional and
spiritual support to all individuals
facing the challenges of a life-limit-
ing illness and to their loved ones.

Tickets are $60. To make reserva-
tions, call Dot Chard at (732) 521-
5361.

Free College Course
Available to Seniors
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Se-

nior Citizens Housing Corporation,
in conjunction with the Westfield
Foundation and the Learning is For-
ever (LIFE) Center of Union County
College, will sponsor classes on its
premises during the fall semester of
2009.

Professor Christopher Gibbs will
teach “English History, 55 BCE to
1600.” This course will be held on
Fridays, September 4 to December
11, from 10 a.m. to noon at 1133
Boynton Avenue in Westfield.

The LIFE Center courses are of-
fered free of charge to Union County
senior citizens. Registration will
take place the first week of class.

Parking is available in the des-
ignated parking areas and up until
the entrance to Boynton Avenue,
or the access road between the
two buildings. Attendees are ad-
vised to be aware of the desig-
nated parking areas (if not, they
will be ticketed by the fire depart-
ment). For more information, call
Randi Kass at (908) 233-5898,
extension no. 9.

Valley Furniture Shop

SAVE 35%-50%
P L U S  U P  T O  A  $ 2 0 0  I N S TA N T  CA S H  R E B AT E *

PUT YOUR MONEY
IN YOUR MATTRESS

When you invest in a Shifman
mattress, you invest in your

overall health and well-being.
Handmade with natural

materials, a Shifman mattress
offers superior comfort 
and quality, making it an 

unsurpassed value. Since you
spend up to 1/3 of your day 

in bed, this investment will pay
off beginning the first night!

Royal Comfort

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale      IINNSSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Set          $3510      $ 2099 $$ 22004499..

Full Set           $ 4210     $ 2499 $$ 22442244..

Queen Set       $ 4980 $ 2899 $$ 22779999..

King Set          $ 6680     $ 3899 $$ 33669999..

Limited Time Only!
* EXCE PTIONAL COMFORT
* NATURAL MATERIALS
* T W O-SIDED MAT TRE SSE S
* HANDCRAFTED QUALIT Y

Savoy

AAFFTTEERR

Sugg.      Sale      IINNSSTTAANNTT

RETAIL SSAAVVIINNGGSS**

Twin Ea. Pc.     $ 1180    $659 $$ 664466..5500

Full Ea. Pc.      $ 1430    $ 799 $$ 777744..

Queen Set        $ 3120 $ 1699 $$ 11662244..

King Set           $4490    $ 2499 $$ 22339999..

Bancroft

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 300             $ 149    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 450             $ 249

M,TUES,FRI 10:00-5:30 • WED CLOSED • THURS 10:00-7:00 • SAT 10:00-5:30 • SUN 1:00-5:00
20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069    valleyfurnitureshop.com    (908) 756 - 7623

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium sets. Instant Rebate on Pillowtop sets:
$50 twin, $75 full, $100 queen, $200 king.
Instant Rebate on Non-Pillowtop sets: $25 twin, $50 full, $75 queen, $100 king.
Consumer must take delivery of bedding by September 1, 2009
**After rebate prices based on purchase of complete set-no rebate on purchase 
of mattress or boxspring only.

Crystal

Sugg.              SSaallee

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 440             $ 239    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 590             $ 319

Queen Set       $ 1300 $ 699

King Set               $ 2080           $ 1149

Jade

Sugg.             SSaallee  

RETAIL

Twin Ea. Pc.          $ 590             $ 319    

Full Ea. Pc.           $ 750             $ 409

Queen Set       $ 1670 $ 899

King Set               $ 2590           $ 1399

Thrift Shop to Begin
Bag Sale Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, 1730 East Sec-
ond Street in Scotch Plains, will end
the summer season with its semi-
annual Bag Sale week beginning Sat-
urday, August 15, and ending the fol-
lowing Saturday, August 22.

Participants may fill a bag, which
is provided, with clothing and other
items for $5. Store hours are 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.
The shop will reopen on Tuesday,
September 1, with all new fall mer-
chandise. For more information or
directions, call (908) 322-5420.

SAGE Announces
Caregivers Meeting

SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare offers
P.R.E.P. (People Responsible for Eld-
erly Persons), a monthly caregivers’
support group held on the third
Wednesday of each month from 7 to 9
p.m. at SAGE headquarters, located at
290 Broad Street in Summit.

Admission is free and open to the
public. Refreshments are served. The
next P.R.E.P. meeting is scheduled
for August 19. To learn more about
SAGE Eldercare’s programs and ser-
vices, call (908) 273-5550 or visit the
agency website, sageeldercare.org.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003596

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-16744-08

Plaintiff: COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS, INC.
VS.
Defendant: EDWARD GARMAN; BETTY L.

GARMAN; JAMES E. GARMAN
Sale Date: 08/19/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/16/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty Two Thousand One Hundred Ninety and
31/100*** $342,190.31.

Property to be sold is located in the Township[
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 205
KATHERINE STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW
JERSEY 07076-1411.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 1, BLOCK 3803, on
the official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains.

Dimensions: 75.00 feet x 100.00 feet x 75.00
feet x 100.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: Mountain Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety Six
Thousand One Hundred Forty Four and 31/
100*** $396,144.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
4 T - 7/23, 7/30, 8/6
& 8/13/09 Fee: $195.84

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003564

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-26662-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR HSI
ASSET SECURITIZATION CORPORATION
TRUST 2006-WMC1

VS.
Defendant: NAVJOT NARANG
Sale Date: 08/19/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/10/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Sixty Four Thousand Five Hundred Fourteen
and 78/100*** $464,514.78.

Property to be sold is located in the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, State of New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 306 SPRUCE
AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 18, BLOCK 408, on
the official Tax Map of the Borough of Garwood.

Dimensions: 100.00 feet x 40.00 feet x 100.00
feet x 40.00 feet.

Nearest Cross Street: East Street
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Eleven Thou-
sand Eight Hundred Two and 98/100***
$511,802.98 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
4 T - 7/23, 7/30, 8/6
& 8/13/09 Fee: $191.76

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003788

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-637807B

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE
POOLING AND SERVICING AGREEMENT
SERIES INDX 2006-AR27

VS.
Defendant: DIONYSOS L. CURRY; TYLISHA

M. JONES
Sale Date: 08/26/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/15/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Eight Thousand Six Hundred Eighty Four
and 31/100*** $388,684.31.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1718 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 4 in Block 503
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 62.5 feet x

125 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Willow Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: Taxes, Sewer and

Water maybe delinquent. You must check with
the tax collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any): The
plaintiff has obtained a letter of indemnification
which will insure the successful bidder at sale in
respect to: Mortgage recorded 07/14/1998, in the
amount of $113,750.00, Judgment #J-226622-
1994.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Sixty Eight
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Seven and 44/
100*** $468,347.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-84733
4 T - 7/30, 8/6, 8/13
& 8/20/09 Fee: $193.80

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003757

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-26468-07

Plaintiff: U.S. BANK, N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR
THE REGISTERED HOLDER OF MASTR AS-
SET BACKED SECURITIES TRUST 2005-
WMC1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CER-
TIFICATES

VS.
Defendant: STEVEN T. MARGARITONDO;

STACY A. MARGARITONDO, HIS WIFE
Sale Date: 08/26/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/09/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Forty Nine Thousand Four Hundred Eighteen
and 53/100*** $249,418.53.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union,
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 515 Westfield Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot No.: 9 in Block 3201
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 173 feet x

50 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able - You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any): None
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seventy Seven

Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Three and 21/100***
$277,653.21 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No.: XCZ-75572-R1
4 T - 7/30, 8/6, 8/13
& 8/20/09 Fee: $185.64

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003947

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-29085-08

Plaintiff: INDYMAC BANK F.S.B.
VS.
Defendant: JUAN GALLEGOS, JOHNNY ON

THE SPOT
Sale Date: 09/02/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/23/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Seventy Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Five
and 46/100*** $278,805.46.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood, County of Union and State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 295 TERRILL ROAD,
FANWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07023.

Tax Lot No. 33 in Block No. 26
Dimention of Lot Approximately: 60 x 125
Nearest Cross Street: STEWART PLACE
Beginning at a point on the northeasterly line of

Terrill Road distant 14.36 feet northwesterly from
the corner formed by the intersection of the
northeasterly line of Terrill Road with the north-
westerly line of Stewart place and running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 7, 2009: $1,826.44
Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eight Thou-

sand Five Hundred Ninety Seven and 57/100***
$308,597.57 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further notice
through publication.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/6, 8/13, 8/20
& 8/27/09 Fee: $173.40

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09003931

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-16839-08

Plaintiff: CHASE HOME FINANCE, LLC
VS.
Defendant: KAREN CARTER, MR. CARTER,

HUSBAND OF KAREN CARTER, JPMORGAN
CHASE BANK, TARGET NATIONAL BANK,
NORTH STAR CAPITAL ACQUISITION, LLC

Sale Date: 09/02/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/25/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty Seven Thousand One Hundred Fifty
Two and 27/100*** $327,152.24.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 317 VICTOR
STREET, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY
07076-0000

BENING KNOWN as LOT 8, BLOCK 4003, on
the official Tax Map of the Township of Scotch
Plains

Dimentions: 100.00 feet x 50.00 feet x 100.00
feet x 50.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Coles Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred seventy Two
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Three and 31/
100*** $372,343.31 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 8/6, 8/13, 8/20
& 8/27/09 Fee: $201.96
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BYE TO TCI…Sam E. of Westfield,
standing, smiles upon hearing his name
called to receive a Graduation Certifi-
cate from The Children’s Institute
(TCI) Middle School of Verona on June
19, while fellow student Josh W. looks
on. Sam also received many awards for
academic and personal achievement
while attending TCI.

Marianne Van Veen, 80, Was Clerk
For American Bible Society in NYC

Marianne Van Veen (Alt), 80, of
Westfield passed away peacefully
on Saturday, August 8, at Peggy’s
House at Hope Village in Scotch
Plains, surrounded by her loving
family.

Born and raised in Germany, she
came to the United States in 1956,
living in Washington, D.C. and
working for the German Attaché.
She lived in Westfield since 1991
and became a United States citizen
in 1972.

Marianne had been a clerk for the
annuity department of American
Bible Society in New York City
from 1965 to 1990.

She was the devoted mother of
Birgit Jakobovic and her husband,
Eduard, of Westfield and the loving
sister of Margarethe and Elisabeth
of Germany. Marianne also will be
deeply missed by her three grand-
children, Matthew, Allison and Paul
Jakobovic.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated yesterday, Wednesday,
August 12, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. En-
tombment took place at Saint
Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Services were under the direction
of the Dooley Colonial Home, 556
Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
in her name to the Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Robert Thomson, 81, Active In Church;
Was Retired From United States Steel
Robert E. Thomson, 81, died on

Tuesday, August 4, at St. Michael’s
Hospital in Newark.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Fanwood for 38 years. He then re-
sided in Tinton Falls before moving
to Jackson five years ago.

Mr. Thomson received a bachelor’s
degree in engineering from Stevens
Institute of Technology. He had
worked for United States Steel in the
Cyclone Fence division in Newark
until retiring in 1988.

He was an avid woodworker and
a long-time member and Elder of
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.

Surviving are his wife, Theresa;
four children, Peter and his wife,
Carol, Bruce, Kerry and his wife,
Joan, and daughter Barbara; 12
grandchildren; five great-grandchil-
dren; six stepchildren, Pamela, Jan,

Susanne, Tamara, Robert and John;
11 step-grandchildren and four step-
great-grandchildren.

His first wife, May Christensen
Thomson, predeceased him in 1992.

A memorial service will be held
at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, August 18, at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
located at the corner of LaGrande
and Martine Avenues in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church, 74 South Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood. For additional
information or to express condo-
lences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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W.N.C. Announces Events
To Benefit Youngsters

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Neighborhood Council (W.N.C.)
Summer Camp has announced mul-
tiple upcoming events planned to
benefit children in the community.

Members of the community are
invited to attend these events, which
will be held at the W.N.C. head-
quarters at 127 Cacciola Place in
Westfield. The W.N.C. hopes these
activities will provide funds for its
tutoring program in the fall.

A fair will take place tomorrow,
Friday, August 14, from 5 to 8 p.m.
Featured will be a variety of games
and activities created by the chil-
dren of the summer camp. The
W.N.C. also will sell food, baked
goods and raffles.

The “Slow Churned Edy’s Ice Cream
Party” will occur on the same day as the
fair and will be free to everyone. The

W.N.C. entered the Edy’s Slow Churned
Neighborhood Contest and won; the
essay can be found on its website,
westfieldneighborhoodcouncil.com.

A Pancake Breakfast will be held on
Saturday, August 15, from 8 to 11 a.m.
Staff and children from the summer
camp will prepare and serve the food.
Volunteers are welcome. The cost of
the breakfast, which will include pan-
cakes, sausage and a beverage, is $5.

According to the W.N.C., the sum-
mer camp (which consists of 38 chil-
dren) has been an enormous success.
The W.N.C. has extended its apprecia-
tion to everyone who has assisted with
its programs, with special thanks to
the Westfield Community Center and
The Westfield Foundation for helping
make its summer program a success.
For more information, call (908) 233-
2772.

Animal Rescue Group Plans
Benefit Golf Outing Sept. 12
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Sum-

mit Animal Rescue Association, Inc.
(SARA), a non-profit 501(c)(3)
charitable organization located in
Berkeley Heights, has announced
that the organization’s first annual
SARA Golf Tournament, Dinner and
Auction will take place on Saturday,
September 12, at the Mattawang Golf
Club in Belle Mead.

The purpose of this event is to
generate awareness about SARA
and to raise funds to help continue
its mission.

The tournament format will be a
Four-Man Scramble, scheduled to
begin at noon, and is open to the
general public. The fee is $125 per
player, a portion of which is tax-
deductible. Players will receive 18
holes of golf with cart, along with
an Italian buffet dinner served on
the outdoor deck, complete with
beer, wine, non-alcoholic drinks and
dessert. Non-golfers can attend the
event for $40.

All attendees will receive a bag
filled with free gifts, coupons and
sponsor information. Cash prizes
will be awarded to the winning
teams, with $500 for first place,
$250 for second place and $100 for
third place. There also will be con-
tests for long-drive, nearest-to-pin,
putting and “surprise contests.”
Prizes awarded for these will in-
clude leading-brand golf clubs and
other valuable items.

There will be a 50/50 raffle draw-
ing, with a cash prize of more than
$1,000. Additionally, there will be
hole-in-one contests on all four par-
three holes, with a $10,000 prize

and three other prizes.
All golfers and dinner attendees

will be eligible to participate in a
silent auction with items going to
the highest bidders. Only paid at-
tendees at the event may bid in the
auction, even if the items go for less
than face value. The following items
are scheduled to be auctioned:

Yankees-Red Sox tickets for Fri-
day night, September 25 – behind
home plate.

Tickets for the Broadway show of
one’s choice.

Mets-Astros tickets for Friday,
October 2.

Jets tickets – Date to be deter-
mined.

Free golf for foursomes at area
country clubs.

Free golf lessons with a PGA pro-
fessional.

Golf merchandise and memora-
bilia, as well as other sports memo-
rabilia.

Dining-out packages to area res-
taurants.

Gift baskets, day-spa massages
and more.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call Dan Roland at (732) 360-
9797 or e-mail daroland@live.com.
Registration also can be done
through the mail or by PayPal by
visiting the tournament website,
saragolf.com. In-person registration
is available any Saturday between
noon and 5 p.m. at the SARA adop-
tions at the Old Bridge Petco on
Route 9 South (Gateway Shopping
Center) and the Watchung Petco on
Route 22, West (Blue Star Shop-
ping Center).

ACE LYMPHOMA…Karen Dorne, right, president of the North Jersey Chapter
of the Lymphoma Research Foundation (LRF), presents Demetra Gianakopoulos,
executive director of the New Jersey chapter, with a check for $4,500 that recently
was raised at the annual “Ace Lymphoma” tennis party. The event was held at the
Mountainside Indoor Tennis Club as a benefit for the LRF, the nation’s largest
lymphoma-focused voluntary health organization. For information on the LRF’s
monthly meetings and services, visit lymphoma.org or call (732) 828-6100.

Council to Salute Four
At Good Scout Dinner

AREA – The Patriots’ Path Council,
Boy Scouts of America will honor
local citizens at the Fourth Annual
Berkeley Heights Good Scout Award
Dinner. It will be held on Thursday,
September 24, at The Primavera Re-
gency in Stirling.

Ann Bunyaner, Gay Hollowell,
Theodore J. Romankow and William
J. Schulz, Jr. will be honored during
the event for their commitment to the
Berkeley Heights community.

This event honors those citizens
who serve as exemplary role models
for youth of the area. Recipients are
chosen for their outstanding service
to the community, as evidenced by
the interest and leadership they have
demonstrated within the community
of Berkeley Heights.

Scouting in the Patriots’ Path Coun-
cil now reaches approximately 20,000
youth in five New Jersey counties.
Berkeley Heights has a very active
scouting program. More than 230

youth are active in scouting through
their participation in one of the five
scouting programs available through-
out Berkeley Heights. Currently, there
are three Cub Scout packs and two
Boy Scout troops in the community.

For more information on the Berke-
ley Heights Good Scout Award Dinner
and on scouting in the Berkeley Heights
community, contact Jennifer Volz at
(973) 765-9322, extension no. 249, or
Jennifer.Volz@scouting.org.

Mothers’ Center Sets
Open House Date

GARWOOD – The Mothers’ Cen-
ter of Central New Jersey, located
within the Garwood Presbyterian
Church, will hold an open house
event on Tuesday, August 25, from
9:30 to 11 a.m.

Founded in 1978, the center of-
fers a Mom and Baby group, day-
time and evening discussion groups,
craft groups, book clubs, morning
and afternoon playgroups, library
and referral resources, along with
special events.

Attendees at the open house will
have an opportunity to learn more
about the Mothers’ Center, sign up
for upcoming groups and meet other
members.

The Garwood Presbyterian Church
is located at 341 Spruce Avenue. On-
site babysitting is available for most
daytime activities. New members are
welcome any time. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 561-1751 or visit
the Mothers’ Center website,
westfieldnj.com/mccnj.

Amelia Ibanez, 83, Was Bank Teller;
Longtime All Saints’ Church Member

Amelia Ibanez, 83, of Fanwood
died on Monday, August 10, at Over-
look Hospital in Summit.

Born in Elizabeth, she had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to
Fanwood 46 years ago.

Mrs. Ibanez was a longtime mem-
ber of the All Saints’ Episcopal Church
in Scotch Plains. She had worked as a
bank teller for PNC Bank in Plainfield
until retiring in 1995.

Her husband, Ralph, predeceased
her in 2007.

Surviving are her daughters, Dolores
Welch, Carmen Gerlovich and Alicia
Monticello; five grandchildren, Chris-
tian and Sara Gerlovich, Gregg and
John Monticello and Caroline Welch,
and one great-grandson, Jonathan

Gerlovich.
Services will take place at 10 a.m.

on Saturday, August 15, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment will
follow at Hillside Cemetery in Scotch
Plains. Visitation will be held from 2
to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. tomorrow, Fri-
day, August 14.

Those who wish may make contri-
butions to All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076 or to the American
Heart Association, 1 Union Street,
Suite 301, Robbinsville, N.J. 08691.
For additional information or to ex-
press condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Grayson Via, 71, Skilled Photographer;
Had Long Career With Exxon Research
Grayson Hall Via died unexpect-

edly in Charlottesville, Va. on Mon-
day, August 3, 2009. He was 71.
Grayson was born March 13, 1938
and was raised in Waynesboro, Va. He
was the son of the late Grayson E. Via
and Ann Hall Via.

After finishing high school in
Waynesboro, he completed college
at Randolph Macon College in
Ashland, Va. and went on to receive
a master’s degree at Virginia Tech
and a Ph.D. in chemistry at Duke
University, which led him to a long
and successful career with Exxon
Research and Engineering Company.

In 1968 he and his wife, Gail,
moved to Westfield, where they spent
the next 31 years. They raised their
family and were involved in many
community affairs, and were mem-
bers of the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield.

Photography was among his many
interests, which he pursued with much
pleasure in his retirement, as well as

much success. He was published in
the Corolla Wild Horse Fund calen-
dar, as well as several other places.
He was a member of the Carolina
Nature Photography Association.

Surviving Grayson are his wife of
46 years, Gail P. Via of Southern
Shores, N.C.; one son, Mark C. Via of
Weston, Vt.,  his wife, Mary, and their
two sons, Carter and Hudson; one
daughter, Kara V. Shovlin of Westfield,
N.J.,  her husband, Ron, and their two
sons, Grayson and Colby, as well as a
host of extended family members and
dear friends who will miss him.

A celebration of Grayson’s life will
be held on Saturday, August 15, at 11
a.m. at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Condolences may be sent to the family
via the on-line register at
www.gallopfuneralservices.com.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in Grayson’s honor to the Ameri-
can Lung Association at
www.lungusa.org.

August 13, 2009

SP’s Lundgren Makes
Rider Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rebecca
Lundgren, who recently completed
her junior year, has made the dean’s
list for the spring semester 2009 at
Rider University in Lawrenceville.

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Roy Lundgren of Scotch Plains.

She is a double major in elemen-
tary education and psychology, with
a minor in special education.
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WF Student Becomes First
Magnet Grad to Attend MIT
WESTFIELD – Steven Obiajulu,

son of Anthony and Heidi Obiajulu
of Westfield, was recently offered
admission to two renowned univer-
sities in the country — Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology (MIT)
and University of Pennsylvania –
Jerome Fisher Program in Manage-
ment and Technology (U Penn).

Steven just finished his junior year
at Union County Magnet High
School in Scotch Plains. As well,
Steven is the first student in the
history of Union County Magnet
High School to be admitted to MIT.

In his offer of admission letter to
Steven, the MIT dean of admissions
wrote: “You stood out as one of the
most talented and promising stu-

dents in the most competitive appli-
cant pool in the history of the insti-
tute.”

The dean of admissions of U Penn
in his letter wrote: “You and your
fellow applicants are the strongest
in Penn’s distinguished history.”

After a long consideration, Steven
accepted the MIT offer and will
enroll in the university in Cam-
bridge, Mass. in the fall.

Meanwhile, for the summer,
Steven was admitted by The
Rockefeller University to its very
competitive Summer High School
Science Outreach Program and will
spend his summer doing laboratory
research and other science projects
at the university in New York City.

Honor Roll
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

Fourth Marking Period

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Principal
David Heisey announced the names
of those students who made the fourth
marking period honor roll.

To be placed on the high honor roll,
a student must earn straight A’s if
taking four or five subjects, or at least
five A’s and a maximum of one B.

To make the honor roll, a student
must earn no mark less than a B and
at least three A’s.

Freshman High Honor Roll
Meghan Allen, Michala Allen, Nicolette

Ambrosio, Omar Amer, Alyssa Apuzzio, Lisa
Awaitey, William Babis, Elizabeth Baldwin,
Elijahu Ben-Michael, Dominika Blach, Kelsey
Boyea, Emma Budiansky, Teresa Cannone,
Laura Cappelli, Adam Carabba, Daniela Caro-
Esposito, Olivia Checchio, Ara Cho, Jacqueline
Cirincione, Isabel Crystal, Russell Davis, Erin
Dempsey, Rosalie Depaola, Madelyne Dhaliwal,
Margaret Diaz, Samantha Diaz, John Dibattista,
Maria Diwane, Lauren Eckert, Destinee
Edwards, Alexandra Ehrenthal, Kori
Fleischman, Katherine Fletcher, Jaclyn Fried-
man, Jillian Gardner, Joshua Getman, Noelle
Giacona, Ryan Henkels, Brenda Ho, Stephanie
Holmes, Jacquelyn Isola, Naomi Joseph, Ezra
Klein, Anthony Krajcsik, Kristen Lee, Alexandra
Loop, Bianca Marcazzo, Mitchell Marcus, Alex
Markovits, James Marvosa, Brigid McGovern,
Meghan McGrath, Dylan Mruczinski, Claire
Muirhead, Varshini Narayanan, Daniel Nizolak,
Margaret O’Brien, Raushan Palejwala, Dhruvi
Patel, Erin Pierce, Delaney Reimers, Maria Paz
Rivero, Kathryn Romagnano, Cassandra
Segulin, Abigail Slaugh, Daniel Slegowski,
Tracy Staeudle, Nicholas Stawicki, Emily
Stefanik, Sheila Strong, Cynthia Timko, Erica
Tropp, Marissa Visci, Callum Wayman, Jaime
Weisbrot, Keira Wiggins, Kristina Zekunde

Freshman Honor Roll
Andrew Alonzo, Allazandra Bass,

Stephanie Beauvais, Allison Begalman, Do-
minique Bray, Elizabeth Buckridee, Christo-
pher Burke, Zachary Carow, Emma Cavaliere,
Alec Chabus, Alyssa Christian, Robert
Colonna, Grant Crandall, Lindsay Curtis, Tho-
mas Cusmano, Taylor Dashiell, Francis
Degnan, Jennifer Denman, Louis Dodge,
Nicholas Donatelli, Casey Dugan, Joseph
Dunn, Ramona Dunning, Alison Durant,
Amanda Ekstrand, Caitlin English, Elizabeth
Gallo, Craig Gorbunoff, Allison Grimm, Carly
Grossman, Domenic Gubernat, Paige
Hammond, Alexandra Harmon, Kevin Hesson,
Taylor Hoblitzell, Karina Homentowska, Ian
Johnston, Melissa Keiser, Brett Kovacs, Hanaa
Lakhani, Victoria Lesce, Edward Lopez, Evan
Lubranski, Kelsey Mattimore, Casey McBride,
Anna McGuinness, Ryan McKenna, Daniel
McMillan, Joseph McQuoid, Kathya Melendez,
Jake Metsky, Mariel Mital, Matthew Monroy,
Chioma Onwuanaegbule, Marisol Pacaja,
Kristina Palazzolo, Emily Palmer, Emiddio
Pelosi, Daniel Pesin, Kaitlin Picone, Miriam
Reiserova, Margot Rejaud, Brandon Rodriguez,
Valerie Rovner, Michael Sabony, Angela
Schnatter, Justin Scholar, Jennifer Schwarz,
John Shell, Andrew Skoog, Allison Speck,
Taylor Sprague, Michael Steinfeld, Christine
Szpond, Megha Tailor, Chloe Thomas,
Chayakorn Triamarit, Nicole Turso, Sarah
Vanbuskirk, Andrew Wilson, Alan Woodfield

Sophomore High Honor Roll
Brie Adamczyk, Kimberley Agbo, Betsy

Appel, Laura Arasin, Ellesse Bartosik, Kyle
Birnbaum, Erin Brown, Laura Bruce, Lauren
Buckley, Santino Butler, Joanna Carroll,
Marianna Caruso-Gilbert, Charles Centinaro,
Zachary Cohen, Evan Cole, Hayley Cornwell,
Madeline Dillon, Sarah Drum, Osazenoriuwa
Ebose, Gregory Favreau, Amanda Ho, James
Horning, Emily Horowitz, Peter Huether,
Victoria Ingato, Julia Ingram, Emma Kaplan,
Emma Kelly, Patrick Kelly, Steven Klee, Ezra
Klemow, Megan Koederitz, Alison Koransky,
Richard Krema, Kenneth Lee, Katie Levitt,
Isabel Lopez, Hannah Markey, Jeffrey Marks,
Nathalia Montoya, Benjamin Parisi, Alexander
Parker, Akshay Patel, Michael Pesin, Chris-
tina Reiman, Eve Rosenheck, Anne Rubin,
Jason Shaub, James Sweeney, Charles Timko,
Andrew Vaslas, Lauren Williams, Caresse Yan

Sophomore Honor Roll
Julia Babis, Nathaniel Bach, Lauren Berk,

Elle Bernardo, Micaela Bernardo, Sam
Bhakuni, Jerry Bi, Christina Bobyack, Timo-
thy Bonacum, Cassie Caminiti, Christopher
Cerchio, Rebecca Chavan, Theresa Chrystal,
Jacqueline Close, Emily Cohen, Jennifer Cua,
Meghan Cunningham, Matthew D’Apuzzo,
Stefanie Devizio, Jessica Digiacomo, Rebecca
Digiacomo, Jethro Dimeo, Patrick Dougher,
Marc Henry Estriplet, Warren Etkins, Claudia
Falconieri, Jalynn Farmer, Tessa Felegy,
Frederick Feller, Anya Frolova, Hayley Geller,
Christopher Gilman, Richard Gorski, Elena
Haggan, John Howarth, Megan Huxford,
Danya Jacobs, Lauren Katz, Will Kempner,
Matthew Kersey, Molly Kildow, Rebecca
Kreyer, Anita Kwashie, Anna Leistikow, Alexa
Levy, Eric Leyden, Haley Lindenberg, Conor
Lockier, Taryn Luby, Brianna Mahoney, Kyle
Mahoney, Vidhan Malik, Matthew Manns,
Taylor Marshall, Shannon McGovern, Jake
Merlo, Jessica Moore, Emily Nagourney,
Michael Napolitano, Diana Ngo, Jonah
Offitzer, Folaranmi Ogunfemi, Tyler Palkoski,
Michael Parada, Hyun-Jin Park, Lindsay Payne,
Linsey Phelan, Joelle Pisauro, Carrie Port,
Adam Redfield, Brittany Reilly, Michael Rizzo,
Michelle Rogoff, Ashley Romans, Melanie
Rome, Alexa Rothenberg, Anthony Scalfaro,
Jacob Schaffer, Danielle Schweizer, Evan
Shlissel, Emily Skaar, Bryce Smith, Bartosz
Stawicki, Sarah-Elisabeth Stein, Elizabeth
Stranzenbach, Nicole Sultatos, Rory Szeto,
Daniel Thurston, James Tsipas, Jeffrey
Uehlinger, Gabrielle Vacca, Hollis Wang,
Amanda White, Jessica Yorkovich, Alyssa
Young, Charles Zhou

Junior High Honor Roll
Matthew Alfano, Mohammed Alzoobaee,

Stephanie Baliko, Ulises Barros, Marissa
Berlant, Taylor Biondi, Jeremy Busch, Sarah
Canfield, Timothy Carroll, Sophie Chou, Jo-
seph D’Annunzio, Vangelis Dimopoulos,
Lyndsey Douglas, Zachary Flanzman, Robert
Frazee, Kelly Gajdzisz, Melissa Goldberg,
Samantha Goldner, Noorene Helm, Samantha
Henderson, Lauren Hirschhorn, Caitlin Hoynes-
O’Connor, Michelle Jenkelowitz, Jeffrey Kranz,
Agatha Kuza, Leigh Kwasny, Michelene
Lambros, Alyson Linsenberg, Kimberly Many,
Sruthi Narayanan, Katarina Nier, Daniel Nizri,
Dominique Osterman, Nicole Ostrowski, Renata
Pacaja, Neha Pannuri, Jason Pearl, Gina Pelosi,
Morgan Puleo, Robert Purdon, Michael
Riesenberg, Traci Rigano, Lindsay Robinson,
Kelsey Rossi, Laura Ruesch, Marissa Sacca,
Alanna Salituro, Stephen Scannell, Devon Sepe,
Claire Shashaty, Mackenzie Sizemore, Margaux
Streep, Thomas Strowe, Aleksandra Szczuka,
Justin Terry, Tracy Toffolo, Andrew Van
Haasteren, David Van Wert, Emily Weinstock,
Kevin Welch

Junior Honor Roll
Stephen Allen, Stephanie Baier, Dina

Barny, Andrea Barone, Jordan Bayroff, Charles
Beelitz, Lauren Belfer, Steven Bello, Danielle
Bernstein, Rachel Blom, Rebecca Brand,
Michael Burke, Graceann Caramico, Cyril
Collantes, Kaitlynn Colligan, Victoria
Dalessandro, Devon Daly, Joseph D’Auria,
Alexander Davis, Jack Diaz, Alan Dlugosz,
Rebecca Dunn, Robert Evans, Geri Flood,

Kathryn Foley, Christopher Fortunato, Chris-
topher Freeman, Matthew Glassett, Alexander
Graham, Matthew Harris, Johan Hernandez,
Sarah Hoffman, Nicholas Jastrzebski,
Alexandra Joy, Maxim Kachalov, Brian Kahn,
William Kaiserman, Zachary Koch, Amy
Kocot, David Kreps, Evan Levine, Oliviana
Lumetta, Sara Mankoff, Samantha Mannino,
Michael Marsan, Kyle Mattson, Louis
Mazzella, Delia McGee, Errin McGowan, Todd
Morling, Marguerite Murad, Timothy Nering,
Adam Offitzer, Ryan Reeson, Cory Rickmers,
Lauren Rosenthal, Julia Ross, Carrie Salem,
Eddie Sangern, Matthew Sawchuk, Jessica
Schroder, Sean Shukla, Courtney Smeltzer,
Gregory Stein, Lauren Steinbeck, Michael
Surdouski, Adam Terry, Michael Valle, Siwei
Wang, Kimberly Wenson, Brendan Westley,
Travis Whitney, Erica Wise, Kevin Yeager,
Allison Zimmermann, Cassandra Zito

Senior High Honor Roll
Shenick Alcine, Jennie Altman, Anjli Bansal,

Arielle Brown, Christina Camarda, Caitlin
Campbell, Christina Capece, Emily Carow,
Michelle Carroll, Katherine Celardo, Regina
Chung Loy, Kelly Cianciotta, Adam Clark, Gillian
Clark, Kathryn Cockrell, Michelle Conway,
Katherine Cornacchia, Thomas Cristiani, Lauren
D’Aloisio, Kaitlyn Denker, Michelle Desantis,
Julie Deutsch, John Domanski, Rebecca Dorilus,
Tara Dorilus, Josef Ellis, Diana Ferrante, Michael
Ferrara, Erin Finan, David Gigiel, Naomi
Goldstein, Alexander Hahn, Kaylin Jaichon, Brian
Jascur, Kristina Kalkstein, Tiffany Kirkland, Dana
Krajcsik, Kapri Kreps, Karthik Kumar, Leonard
Kwashie, Yan Li, Thomas Loop, Jessica
Loshiavo, Daniel Lubranski, Valerie Luby, Kayla
McAlindin, Jordan Metsky, Kaitlyn Mills, Jes-
sica Mindo, Nicole Mineo, Kelly Monroy,
Gabriella Napoli, Saxony Nielsen, Andrew
Pansulla, Petros Petridis, Austin Pfundheller,
Alyssa Riesenberg, Matthew Ritsko, Kimberly
Rizzo, Gisella Rodriguez-Larrain, Christina
Romagnano, Davina Roshansky, Christine
Ruggieri, Sarah Schaible, Alessandra Scott,
Danielle Sette, Jessica Slegowski, Kevin Spaeth,
Kristen Spirko, Linda Timko, Ulysses Velasquez,
James Walsh, Eric Williams, Rachel Young

Senior Honor Roll
Alison Acevedo, Timothy Aguilar, Keyana

Armstead, Kerilyn Bartley, Alana Batts, Christo-
pher Bauer, Lissy Benavides, Kristyn Berger,
Stephanie Bistis, Kyle Brennan, Ryan Brown,
Michael Bumiller, Elizabeth Chen, Krista Ciecura,
Sean Collins-Cruz, Laura Degnan, Joseph Del
Prete, Nicole Desando, Alexander Ebeling, Brian
Flood, Kathleen Flor-Stagnato, Alexandra Fried-
man, Nathan Ghabour, Amanda Gianni, Danielle
Giordanella, Erica Goldberg, Devon Harrison,
Timothy Hauser, Eric Heinz, Michael Ingrassia,
William Johnston, Rebecca Kaplan, Emily Katz,
Courtney Kolb, Timothy Kolterjahn, Paul
Koprowski, Mark Koransky, Raychel Kruper,
Erika Kuck, Aysha Lakhani, Allison Lasher,
Cara Levinson, Joshua Lieberman, Genevieve
Lubas, Christine MacLean, Jenna McGarry, Jie
Mei, Jonathan Miklas, Kayla Molnar, Kathryn
Moynihan, Anne O’Halloran, Narihan Osman,
Zachary Peart, Tyler Pfundheller, Jamie Pietrucha,
Alexandria Pisauro, Kathryn Powell, Ryan Rappa,
Kaitlin Rau, Charles Ringel, Matthew Rivera,
Philip Rivera, Daniel Rodriguez, Michael Roth,
Golan Rozenberg, Derek Sands, Adhitya Shah,
Alexis Sorace, Paul Spicer, Marissa Squeri, Sara
Stanton, Gert Stepan, Martin Sweeney, Henna
Tailor, Mangesh Tamhankar, Brittney Veeck,
Connor Viglianti, Corinne Walker, Erick Walker,
Kirsten Wright, Jennifer Yang, Chang Yaramothu

800-762-8378

33rd

SUMMIT

NEW PROVIDENCE

SCOTCH PLAINS

KENILWORTH

PSAT / SAT PREP

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004180

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-15973-08

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE FOR LONG
BEACH MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2006-5

VS.
Defendant: PAMELA THOMAS; PHILIP A.

THOMAS, HER HUSBAND; LONG BEACH
MORTGAGE COMPANY; THEODORE CH.
HARAMIS, M.D., HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS,
HER, THEIR, OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND OR INTEREST

Sale Date: 09/09/2009
Writ of Execution: 06/30/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Eighteen
and 03/100*** $557,818.03.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Mountainside, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 259 RAVENS WOOD,
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092.

Tax Lot No. 8.M in Block No. 3.N
Dimention of Lot Approximately: .381 AC
Nearest Cross Street: HAWK RIDGE
Beginning at a point in the southwesterly side

line of Raven’s Wood which point is distant
therein along the same in a general southeast-
erly direction 129.30 feet from its point of curve
leading into Hawk Ridge, said beginning point
also marking the dividing line between lot 12 and
lot 13 on a certain map hereinafter mentioned
and from said beginning point running thence.

Prior Liens/encumbrances
Taxes: $1,826.44
Total as of July 15, 2009: $0.00
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty Nine

Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Eight and 44/
100*** $628,498.44 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 8/13, 8/20, 8/27
& 9/3/09 Fee: $197.88

DESERVING OF TOP BILLING…Tamaques students helped raise $3,048 this
year thanks to the Box Tops for Education program. The students above were
among the top 10 families for the school, bringing in more than 2,800 box tops.

TD Bank Awards
Scholarships to Students

SCOTCH PLAINS – TD Bank an-
nounced the recipients of its annual
American Dream Scholarship pro-
gram, which awards $1,000 to local
graduating seniors who achieve both
academic excellence and serve the
community.

In Union County, TD Bank gave
scholarships to:

Steven Berger, a Scotch Plains resi-
dent who graduated from Union
Catholic Regional High School.
Steven plans to attend Boston Col-
lege in Chestnut Hill, Mass., and major
in finance.

Throughout high school, Steven
was active in the National Honor So-
ciety and was captain of the basket-
ball and baseball teams;

Ashling Coffey, a Scotch Plains
resident who graduated from Mount
Saint Mary Academy. Ashling plans
to attend Boston College in Chestnut
Hill, Mass., and major in English.

Throughout high school, Ashling
was active in the Respect for Life
Club, was president of the senior class
and received first place in the Metuchen
Diocese pro-life essay contest;

Kathryn Galasso, a Westfield resi-
dent who graduated from Union
County Magnet High School. Kathryn
plans to attend Tufts University in
Medford, Mass., and major in bio-
chemistry/pre-medicine.

Throughout high school, Kathryn
was editor-in-chief of the campus lit-
erary magazine and received the Girl
Scout gold award and Governor’s
Award for creative writing;

Arielle Herzberg, a Westfield resi-
dent who graduated from the Solomon
Schechter Day School of Essex and
Union. Arielle plans to attend the
University of Pennsylvania in Phila-

delphia, Pa., and major in political
science.

Throughout high school, Arielle
was captain of the varsity soccer team,
editor-in-chief of the school year-
book, and was active in the National
Honor Society;

William Johnston, a Scotch Plains
resident who graduated from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Will-
iam plans to attend Notre Dame Uni-
versity in Notre Dame, Ind., and ma-
jor in business.

Throughout high school, William
played football, was active in the Na-
tional Honor Society and received
first place in the Giants North New
Jersey DECA Marketing competition;

Eric Williams, a Fanwood resident
who graduated from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. Eric plans to
attend Rutgers University in New
Brunswick and major in physics.

Throughout high school, Eric was
active in the National Honor Society,
jazz and marching bands and wind
ensemble, and received the Eagle
Scout award;

Tara Zierler, a Westfield resident
who graduated from Westfield High
School. Tara plans to attend Penn
State University in State College, Pa.,
and major in biology.

Throughout high school, Tara was
active in the National Honor Society
and Spanish National Honor Society,
volunteered at the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital and participated as
a Spanish exchange student.

The American Dream Scholarships
Program awarded scholarships to 225
community service-oriented high
school seniors within the bank’s mar-
ket area of more than 1,000 stores
from Maine to Florida.

U Catholic Announces Natl.
Recognition in Spanish Edu.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Multiple

world language students from Union
Catholic High School in Scotch Plains
attained national recognition for ex-
cellent performance on the (2009)
National Spanish Examination.

Students from Union Catholic
earned a total of five gold, 11 silver
and 10 bronze placements, along with
10 honorable mentions.

“Attaining any placement or hon-
orable mention for any student on the
National Spanish Examinations is
very prestigious,” said Kevin Cessna,
National Director of the Exams, “be-
cause the exams are the largest of
their kind in the United States with
well over 107,000 students partici-
pating in (2009).”

Students from Union Catholic have
a long history of high achievement on
these exams and were taught by Span-
ish teacher Cathy McHugh.

The National Spanish Examina-
tions are administered each year in
grades 6 through 12 and are spon-
sored by the American Association of
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese.

Receiving national recognition are:
Michelle Ryngel (2011), Ann Cierpial
(2012), Adrianna DeGazon (2012),
Gabrielle Aquino (2012) and Demie
Teixeira (2012) achieved gold status.
Silver status was by Christopher
Brown (2009), Roberto Gomez

(2009), John Szilagyi (2009), Alex
Bricki (2010), Jaime Ciocon (2010),
Thomas Kaluzny (2010), Brian
Hartnett (2011), Sean Siburn (2011),
Sean Sarra (2011), David Schanz
(2012) and Kathryn Lubin (2012).
Bronze status was achieved by Mel-
issa Carey (2009), James Lubin
(2009), Nina Napolitano (2009),
Megan Carr (2010), Alex Tran (2010),
Brian Milanes (2011), Meghan
Gaczynski (2011), Michelle Peters
(2012), Sarah Fox (2012) and
Jonathan Reidinger (2012).

Honorable mentions went to Ashley
Wytenus (2009), Gina Egidio (2009),
Kelsey Mahler (2009), Ryan Carr
(2009), Magan Mauro (2009),
Samantha Marques (2010), Colleen
Cassidy (2011), Kimberly Esguerra
(2012), Kathleen Sullivan (2012) and
Timothy Leach (2012).

Additionally, the New Jersey chap-
ter of the American Association of
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese
(NJAATSP) awards prizes to New Jer-
sey students based on the results of the
National Spanish Examination.

The following students received
awards from the NJAATSP:

Michelle Ryngel, first place; Ann
Cierpial, third place; Roberto
Gomez, third place, and honorable
mention to Gabrielle Aquino and
John Szilagyi.

WF’s Kalis Makes
Moravian Dean’s List
WESTFIELD – Christopher Kalis,

2011 graduate, son of Charles and
Patricia Kalis of Westfield, earned
dean’s list standing for the 2008-2009
spring semester at Moravian College.

To make the honors list, students
who carry three or more course units
during a term must attain a Quality
Point Average of 3.50 or higher. Chris-
topher is a graduate of Westfield High
School.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

County Residents
Make Rider Dean’s List

AREA – Rider University’s colleges
of Business Administration; Continu-
ing Studies, and Liberal Arts, Educa-
tion and Sciences have announced the
names of undergraduate students who
have been placed on the dean’s list for
the spring 2009 semester:

From Cranford: Norman Thomas
Planer, a Computer Information Sys-
tems major; Kevin Rumzie, an account-
ing major; Adam Swider, a biology
major. From Fanwood: Maura Gillooly,
a political science major. From
Mountainside: Kimberly Hiller, a com-
munication major. From Scotch Plains:
Rebecca Lundgren, an elementary edu-
cation major; Sean Mahoney, a market-
ing major; Laura Mortkowitz, an En-
glish major; Sarah Ranney, an advertis-
ing major; David Regg, a general lib-
eral arts major; Max Rosenheck, an
elementary education major. From
Westfield: Lauren Koepfler, a commu-
nication major; David Shaffer, a busi-
ness undeclared major.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 13, 2009 Page 11

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section
 Pages 11-15

V-J Day (Victory over Japan)
August 14, 1945 (U.S. time)

LORENZ HRs, 3Bs, 5 RBI; HENNESSEY, GERGICH HR

Sofa Kings Spring into Action,
Mesmerize Hocus Pocus, 19-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Game 2 of the Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League B Division semifinal
round turned out to be quite a contrast
to Game 1 when second-seeded Sofa
Kings sprang into action in the late
innings to mesmerize third-seeded
Hocus Pocus, 19-2, at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on August 5.

Throughout the game, Hocus Pocus
kept tapping their wand and looking
into their bag for some tricks but the
magic had been exhausted after hav-
ing endured two one-run games in a
row with a 9-8, 10-inning win over
Neighborhood Painting on August 3
and a 12-11 loss to the Sofa Kings on
August 4.

Neither team displayed any impres-
sive offensive magic for the first five
innings, with the exception of Sofa
King’s Tom Hennessey blasting a two-
run home run in the top of the fourth.
But the Sofa Kings stopped lounging

around cold turkey in the sixth and
seventh innings, plating five and seven
runs, respectively, and Brandon Lorenz
was at the center of that blitz with a
two-run triple in the sixth and a three-
run homer in the seventh.

Some defensive magic, however,
sparkled throughout the game. Hocus
third baseman Randy Tarnofsky and
first baseman Ollie Androska made
glittering plays in the third and eighth
innings and centerfielder Scott Giles
made a spectacular diving grab in the

sixth. Sofa King third baseman Lorenz
performed magic with his glove in
the first, fifth and ninth innings,
pitcher Billy Mariani made a leaping
grab in the sixth and shortstop Doug
Delle Donne absorbed a wicked liner
to end the game in the ninth.

Lorenz finished 4-for-5, while scor-
ing three times, and Hennessey fin-
ished 4-for-5 with three RBI, while
scoring twice. Ryan Gergich smashed
a two-run homer and a double, while

HOMES WILL OFFER:
· New Cul-de-sac location.
· Designs by the Award Winning Architectural firm  of Beer and Coleman. 
· Floor plans starting at 4000 square feet 
· 3 Car Side Entry Garage’s
· Finished Basements (2 of 3 with Walk Out Potential)
· Landscape Package including sod, lawn sprinkling, retaining walls, and shrubs.
· Half acre + lots backing up to St. Helen’s Church and Tamaques Park 
· Generous allowances for cabinets, countertops, appliances, light fixtures, and Front Door. 

All Sales through Daunno Realty Services, LLC. For new home standards or a brief description of the construction process, 

please feel free to call us at 732-396-3995 or visit us on the web at: www.daunno.com

Pre-Construction Pricing starting at $1,749,000.

Subject to errors and omissions. Prices and incentives subject to change without notice. Qualified Buyers Only. We encourage and support an affirmative advertising and marketing program in which there are no 
barriers to obtaining housing because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:
Forest Glen Estates is a 3 lot 
sub-division on a new cul-de-sac 
located in Westfield, New Jersey. 
The new road has been constructed 
adjacent to Rahway Ave and will be 
exclusive to the three homes. 

Daunno Development Company, LLC

is Proud to Present

LOMBARDI TOSSES 4-HITTER, GIBBONS RIPS 3B, 2B, 1B

Babooshka Blanks SMC, 15-0,
Gets Top Seed in U. C. Playoff

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Babooshka, in a three-way jostling
match with Buffy’s Tavern and Aw-
nings Galore, got a fine pitching per-
formance from Tom Lombardi and a
devastating offensive attack across
the board to secure the top seed in the
Union County Senior 50+ Softball
League with a 15-0 shutout of S.M.C.
at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains
on August 6.

“It all comes down to percentage
points. It depends on who wins to-
night. If we win, it’s a lock,” said
Babooshka’s Keith Gibbons prior to
the game.

Babooshka pounded out 17 hits in

the five-inning, mercy-rule game and
Gibbons was right in the thick of
things with a triple, an RBI double
and a single, while scoring twice in
his three at bats. Brian Williams also
went 3-for-3 and scored twice with a
pair of RBI singles and a double, and
Lombardi added to his confidence on
the mound with three singles, two
RBI and a run scored. Larry Esoldo
rapped a two-run triple, an RBI sacri-
fice fly and a single, while scoring
twice, and Tony Williams drilled an
RBI double, singled and scored twice.
Joe Massimino scored three times,
singled and had an RBI, and Tony
Radice slapped a two-run single. Dave
LaValle had a pair of RBI and scored

once. Keith Hertell and Ed Belford
each singled, while Steve Ferro and
Tim Deegan each scored once.

Of S.M.C.’s four hits, Harry Streep
doubled, while Paul Levinberg, Steve
Cauley and Ray Pelesko each singled.
But S.M.C. did make several fine
fielding plays, beginning with
Levinberg’s grab of a tough popup
near third base. From his position on
the mound, Streep initiated a second
(Barney Tracy)-to-first (Johnny
Symczak) double play (DP). Streep
added another fine putout in the third
inning and Tracy hauled in a scary
line drive in the fourth.

Lombardi figured in all three of

Probitas Verus Honos

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 10
The 12th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 10 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Music & Athletic Boosters

2009 Golf Outing!
Monday August 31, 2009

Shackamaxon Country Club

12:00 Noon Registration 
1:00 Shotgun Start

Cocktail Reception & Buffet Dinner to follow

Cocktail Reception, Dinner & Golf $200
Cocktail Reception & Dinner Only $50

Corporate & Hole Sponsors Welcome!

Registration Deadline: August 21st

For information Contact:
Jamie Denman 908-472-8308

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SMACKING A TWO-RUN SINGLE TO LEFT…Sofa King Johnnie Lyp smacked a two-run single and an RBI single to
go with his other single and two runs scored against Hocus Pocus.

BERGER TIES IT, KAUFFMAN CRACKS WINNING RBI

Investors Savings Nudges Past
Deegan Roofing in ‘A’ Game 1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunity for glory comes rarely
for many but sometimes often for a
few. The few, Investors Savings, win-
ners of three of the past four A Divi-
sion championships in the Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League, had a
struggle on its hands but managed to
score two runs in the bottom of the
eighth inning to grab a 4-3 lead then
held on to nudge past Deegan Roof-
ing in Game 1 of the championship
series at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 10.

Only one extra-base hit, an RBI
triple by Deegan’s Jeff Bendix, who
also scored a run, mingled with the
nine singles that each team had.
Deegan’s Tom Straniero (RBI), Mike
Juchnik and Marty Marks each had a
pair of singles. Jerry Isolda (RBI),
Steve Brainard and Kevin Woodring
each singled and Rich Banasiak
scored once. Neil Kauffman and
Emidio Monaco led Investors with a
pair of singles and an RBI. Ed Zazzali
had an RBI single. John Lehberger

and Dave Martorano each singled
and scored, and Mark Nies, who
walked in all three of his at bats,
scored once, while Tim Walsh and
John Rachko each singled. Corey
Berger had an RBI sacrifice fly.

Prior to the showdown, Investors’
veteran Brian Dayton, originally from
Doylestown, Pa. who has been with
the league 18 years, said, “I started
out in the B Division with Emidio.
Three or four of us have come all that
way. I got a job at Ciba-Geigy in
Summit. I met Emidio and he got me
in the league. Now I bought a house in
Scotch Plains.”

Most of the players on the team
have won three titles in the past four
years under the sponsorship of Inves-
tors Savings and, previously, they have
won titles as Checchio Chiropractic
and Geeks on Call.

Dayton added, “We’ve won the last
couple of years with Investors. Money
in the Bank!”

Nies, a Watchung Hills graduate
who has been a premier home run
hitter throughout his tenure with the

league, said, “This is my 12th year
with the league, sixth with this team,
also Phoenix Tube, PEPCO and
Geeks. Nine of 12 years I’ve won it
(title).”

A veteran of many leagues,
Straniero a 1972 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate, who
has been with the league since gradu-
ation, commented, “I played a little
bit of baseball but I played football,
wide receiver and defensive back.
You had to be 18 to play. We actually
put together a bunch of high school
friends.”

Straniero, who has been on two,
maybe three championship teams with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Investors Savings/Deegan
Watson Ave./Willoughby

Babooshka/S.M.C. UC 50+
Sofa Kings/Hocus Pocus

Val Decorator/T&J Outlaws

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENDURING A RUGGED PLAY AT SECOND…Deegan shortstop Mike Juchnik managed to complete his second double
play despite dealing with a rugged slide by Investors’ Ed Zazzali.
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click archives

August 9-10, 2006: Russell Road
pulled out a double victory to become
the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball As-
sociation champions by defeating
Montrose Avenue, 4-1, in Game 1,
then by battling its way back to pull
out a 10-9 victory in Game 2 at Forest
Road Park. Gary Pancoast unloaded a
two-run shot into the parking area.
John Zamboni hammered a home run
that bounced onto the basketball court.
Ed Barlow blasted a pair of home runs.

August 12, 2005: St. Mark over-
whelmed scrappy St. Luke, 15-8, in
St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Brookside
Park. Tommy Maher led the 22-hit
attack with a solo homer and an RBI
double. Keith Middleton went 2-for-
3, including a two-run home run.
Marty Bernstein bashed a homer and
Karl Grossmann hammered a two-
run homer.

August 11, 2004: At Memorial
Park, the Westfield Police 1 Blue men
succumbed 15-11 to the Westfield
Police 2 Thieves beneath the thunder-
rife skies. Lou Cherchio launched a
massive three-run homer in the fourth
for the Thieves who unleashed 23
hits. Team captain Greg Kasko
cracked three hits and had five RBI.

Chris Battiloro rapped a triple and
drove in three runs.

August 13, 2003: St. Jude capital-
ized on seven walks and pulled off
some crafty defensive plays to slip
past scrappy St. Patrick, 8-7, in St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action at Farley Field.
Jude shortstop Joe DeChiaro used his
bat and, especially, his glove to make
the difference. DeChiaro initiated two
double plays and made an outstand-
ing running, over the shoulder catch
in shallow centerfield.

August 9, 2000: Colossal home
runs plunged deep into the trees be-
yond the fence at Brookside Park as
the Sun Tavern dented Ferrara’s Auto
Center, 12-4, in the second game of
the Scotch Plains Softball League A
Division Championships. Sun man
Curtis Gilmore smashed two jaw-
dropping home runs and added a
double to amass five RBI and Mark
Nies hammered two branch-break-
ing homers and drove in four runs.

August 13, 1998: Every player on
the Mattress Factory contributed at
least one hit and defeated Chaos, 13-4,
in the fifth and deciding game of the
Westfield Men’s Softball League
Championship at Tamaques Park. Scott
Johnson, Chris Masterson and Kevin
Zippler supplied additional offensive
zest to clear up any confusion as the
Factory repeated as champions.

To Do List 

Register for Fall Classes beginning 

August 22nd. 

Visit the Y’s NEW user-friendly website 

www.westfieldynj.org

Sign up for full-day child care, before 

and after school and preschool programs.

Sign up for the FREE member 12 Weeks 

to a Healthier You program.

Sign up for swim lessons.

Sign up for Youth Sports classes and 

leagues.

Sign up for Fall Teen trips and dance 

events.

Financial assistance is available 

to those who qualify.

(908) 233-2700 

www.westfieldynj.org

Add the Westfield Area Y to your 

fall back-to-school to do list!

NEW!
Y CHILD CARE
IN GARWOOD

YMCA PRESCHOOL
AT THE CRANFORD

COMMUNITY CENTER

BEFORE & 
AFTER CARE

AT
LINCOLN SCHOOL

IN WESTFIELD

Member Bring a Member
Introduce a new full-facility member 

to the Y and both you and the 
new member will receive a Y custom 

T-shirt and a $50 Y credit!

Offer is non-transferable and 
not redeemable for cash.

To redeem, print your friend’s name below 
and have them bring this to the Y.

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

❑✓

Main Y Facility

220 Clark Street

Robert & Virginia Bauer Family Branch

422 East Broad Street

Y Child Care Centers

170 Elm Street, Westfield • 211 Center Street, Garwood

YMCA Preschool at the Cranford Community Center

220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford

www.westfieldynj.org • Financial Assistance is Available

Main Y & Bauer Branch: (908) 233-2700 

Y Child Care Centers: • Westfield (908) 654-8460 • Garwood (908) 301-1616

* Y Code:BTS0809

Westfield Area Y

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of August 7:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Aloysius 15   4 .789
St. Matthew   9   8 .529
St. Stephen   8   9 .471
St. Patrick   8   9 .471
St. Anthony   4 13 .235

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. David 14   3 .824
St. Jude   9   9 .500
St. Anne   7   9 .438
St. Luke   8 11 .421
St. Joseph   6 13 .316

St. Matthew 8, St. Luke 6
Keith Gibbons (3 hits, 2 RBI), Gus

Alvarez and Dan Margolis (2 hits
each) and Rick Wustefeld (2 RBI) led
Matthew. Skipper Matt Fugett (3 runs
scored), John and Frank Chupko and
Bryant Pantano  (run scored each) led
Luke.
St. Patrick 18, St. Stephen 5

Pat Enright (HR), Jason Semple,
Ed Villeverde and Gary Cardinale (4
hits, 4 runs scored each) led the Pats.
Stephen’s Ben Lobrace tripled and
drove in three.
St. Stephen 10, St. Anne 8

Pat Nigro (HR), Howard Bialos
and Ben Lobrace (3 hits each), and
Erik Hastrup (2 runs scored, 2 hits)
led Stephen. Scott Curtis (2 hits, 2
runs scored) and Al Weber (2 hits,
RBI) led St. Anne.
St. Jude 8, St. Anthony 7

Anthony plated six in the fifth. Joe
DeChiaro and Tom Kucin (2 RBI each),
John DeProspero and Dave Weischadle
(each scoring twice) led Jude. Jack
Ley (4-for-5, run scored, 2 RBI), Tony
Perconte, Paul Bifani and Craig
Burfeindt (3 hits each) led Anthony.
St. Aloysius 16, St. Matthew 9

Al skipper Joe Romash’s pep talk
inspired his squad to post seven runs in
each of the last two frames. Tony Blasi
and Mike Schonberger each homered,
and Bill Aumenta and Marty Garcia
each had four hits and scored five
between them. Mattmen Gus Alvarez
and Keith Gibbons homered, while
Jim Barba had four hits and two RBI.

St. David 13, St. Joseph 2
Nick DiNizo (3-for-4, triple, run

scored, 3 RBI), Scott Smith (HR, 3
hits, 2 runs) and Nash Warfield (hit, 2
RBI) led David. Joe Negley and Tom
Ulichny scored for the Joey’s.
St. Patrick 16, St. Joseph 11

Tom Ulichny (4-for-4, HR, 3 runs,
3 RBI), Matt Betau (4-for-4) and Pete
Chemidlin (4 RBI, 3 hits) led the
Joes.
St. Jude 14, St. Luke 9

Jason Fiore (HR) and Bruce Evens
(HR), Dave Weischedle (4-for-4, 2
RBI, 2 runs), John Dietch (2 RBI, 2
hits) and Rob Barone (3-for-4, 2 runs,
2 RBI) led Jude. Luke’s Frank Chupko
and Paul Morello chipped in five hits
between them.
St. Anthony 9, St. Anne 6

Brian Mahoney (HR) and Tony
Perconte (2 HRs) led Anthony. Skip-
per Joe McEvoy (3-for-3, 2 RBI) and
pitcher Tom Rutkowski (2 runs
scored) led Anne.
St. David 13, St. Luke 7

Dave Rothenberg (3-for-3, 2 runs,
4 RBI), Nick DiNizo (3-for-3) and
Jeff Friedlander (3 runs, 3 RBI, hits)
led St. David. Rob Barone (HR) Rob
Stratton (4-for-4) led Luke.
St. Aloysius 9, St. Matthew 8

Milc Monroy (4-for-4, HR, 3 RBI)
and Bill Aumenta (3 hits, HR) led St.
Al. Matt’s Lou Balestriere and Larry
Fleischman each had three hits and
Dan Margolis chased home three.
St. Anne 16, St. Jude 6

St. Anne banged 28 hits. Chris
Giordano (4-for-4, 4 RBI), Mike
Walch (3 runs scored) and Stan
Lesniewski (2 runs, 3 hits) led Anne.
Jude’s John Deitch homered.
St. Joseph 16, St. Anthony 9

Walt Patrylo (6 RBI, 5 hits, 2 HRs),
Tom Ulichny (2 RBI, 3 hits) and
Dirty Dean Talcott (2 hits, RBI) led
the Joes. Anthony’s Tony Perconte
and Craig Burfeindt each homered,
while Brian Mahoney and Jim
Sosinski each added a pair of hits.
St. Stephen 12, St. Patrick 0

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference 
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to 
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not 
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to 
the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. 
Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the 
prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

Open House! Sunday, August 16th, 1pm-4pm 
111 Prospect Street, Westf ield, NJ

Why is it that the Savannah in Downtown Westfield is still  
selling, when all the other Real Estate has slowed down?

As Always, 
it's Location,  
Location,  
Location.


35 Luxury Condominium Residences  

For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h W e s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Live in Westfield! Select Units at $734,000! Including all upgrades!!!

Guess Where Your Friends  
Are Moving To!

The Savannah has  
CLOSED ON 3 HOMES and  

SIGNED 4 MORE CONTRACTS  
in the month of May!

Sofa Kings Spring into Action,
Mesmerize Hocus Pocus, 19-2

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

scoring twice, and John Lyp lashed
three singles, scored twice and had
three RBI. Willie Towles had three
singles and three runs scored, Delle
Donne (RBI) had a pair of singles and
a pair of runs scored, and Mike Otchy
(RBI, 2 runs scored) rapped three
singles. Tony Williams (RBI) tapped
a pair of singles and his son Steve
(RBI) tapped one. Chris Houlihan
(RBI) singled and scored once.

Of Hocus Pocus’ 12 hits, John
Canpanella (RBI) had the only double
to go with his single. Tarnofsky (run
scored), Frank Verducci and Joe
Kornick each had two singles, while
Pete Ciriello (RBI), Ed VanNess, Giles
and John Powers had one single
apiece. Javy Lackinya scored once.

The offensive doldrums of the first
three innings spurred Tony Williams
to comment, “How ‘bout some runs!”

Hennessey heeded the revered vet-
eran and hammered his two-run homer
to right in the fourth just after Mariani

added, “Easy does it, Tom! Don’t try
to kill it!

Hocus Pocus’ scheme of patience
at the plate in the fourth inning worked
as the first three batters drew walks to
load the bases. Campanella lifted an
RBI sacrifice fly to left to make the
score, 2-1.

As VanNess stepped to the plate,
Tarnofsky pleaded, “Come on Eddie!
Base hit! Find some grass.”

But the next two batters also flied
out to the outfield.

Otchy led off the sixth with a single
and, a little later, Delle Donne and
Hennessey slapped RBI singles,
Lorenz thumped his two-run triple to
center and Houlihan added an RBI
sac fly to give the Sofa Kings a 7-1
cushion.

“We have a lot of game left. We’ve
been down before,” cried Kornick as
Hocus Pocus came in to bat but their
magic wand still malfunctioned and
no runs were scored.

The Kings, however, ruled the sev-
enth with seven runs, highlighted by
Gergich’s two-run shot and Lorenz’s
three-run blast. Otchy slashed an RBI
single and Lyp smacked a two-run
single in the eighth. Ciriello’s RBI
sac fly in the bottom of the inning
gave Hocus Pocus their second run
but two more Sofa Kings crowned the
plate in the ninth.
Sofa Kings 000 205 732 19
Hocus Pocus 000 100 010 2

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin (August 2003 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING A FINE PLAY…Scotch Plains first baseman Greg Zabel makes
a fine toss to pitcher Kevin Maroney, covering first, in the K of C Tourney.

David B. Corbin (July files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TOWARD LABOR DAY…Pitcher Anthony Blasi and Kevin Spellman,
background, hope to be playing in the St. Bart’s championship game on Labor Day.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRACKING DOWN THE PREY…Sofa King catcher Willie Towles chases down
Hocus Pocus base runner Joe Kornick between third and home base.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, August 13, 2009 Page 13

TAVORMINA, BAKAMIAN, VAN DAMME LEAD VALDEC

Val Decorators Gun Down
T&J in B Division Semifinals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mike Jakubik bashed the winning
run in the bottom of the seventh to give
the top-seeded Val Decorator men a 6-
5 victory over the T&J Outlaws in
Game 1, then the Decorators put on a
show of power to win the second game,
16-2, in the Scotch Plains Men’s Soft-
ball B Division semifinals at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 5.

Val Decorators received most of its
production from he meat of the order-
batters No. 4 through No. 7. Nick
Smith doubled in a run, pitcher Jimmy
Tavormina went 3-for-4, including two
doubles, and scored a run. Nick Cesare
hit safely in three at bats and had an
RBI and Jakubik whacked two hits,
including the winning run. Enrique
Gomez and Mike Benak contributed
singles.

Brian Rossner led T&J’s 11-hit as-
sault with two RBI singles and a walk.
Scott Wilcoff whacked an RBI triple
and a pair of singles and Hector Cruz
doubled, singled and scored a run.
Pitcher Danny Adams, Anthony lves,
Pat Nadella and Sam Carabella each
contributed singles.

Defensive wizardry fell first in the
hands of Val-Dee’s leftfielder Gomez,
who gunned down a runner heading to
second in the third inning. Ryan Van
Damme chased down two difficult fly
balls in left-center and made a super
backhanded running grab in the sev-
enth. T&J Outlaw Cruz used his fine
athletic reflexes and speed to snag no
less than six difficult long-range shots
in left-centerfield. Justin Flanagan
short-hopped a liner and had the pres-
ence of mind to fire to second, in time
to record a force out and Alves, play-
ing third, scooped up a tough liner in
the seventh.

“First game, we tried to hit too many
home run shots, then we realized in the
second game that we needed to single
them to death, get a few extra base hits
when we could and that was the major
difference from Game 1 to the second
one. Defensively, especially the out-
field with their running catches and
then Tavormina’s pitching kept them
off-balance the entire second game,”
said Val team captain T. J. Reilly.

Cruz and Nadelle plopped singles,
Reeves lofted an RBI sacrifice fly ball
and Rossner slapped a single to put the
13-9 Outlaws in front, 2-0, in the top of
the second inning but the Decorators
cashed in with three runs. Tavormina
doubled, Cesare clobbered a ground-
rule double and scored on Benak’s
single. Nursing a small lead, T&J fired
off a pair of singles and Cruz added an
RBI double to tie the game, 3-3, how-

ever entering the bottom of the third
inning, Val man pitcher Tavormina
suggested, “We got to put some hits
together and score now,”

They did! Gomez singled past third,
Smith yanked an RBI double to right
center and scored on Tavormina’s
double to put the Val-Dees ahead, 5-3.
T&J plated two runs in the sixth to knot
the game at 5-5, highlighted by Wilcoff’s
RBI triple and Rossner’s single. In the
seventh, Tavormina and Cesare each
thumped singles and Jakubik followed
with the winning hit.

“We were running pretty smoothly.
We started scoring a lot of runs, every-
thing started to click but a couple of
silly plays defensively in the last in-
ning bit us in the butt,” said T&J Co-
Captain Wilcoff.

Val Decorator launched a 20-hit at-
tack in Game 2 to claim a trip to the
final round. Chris Bakazan (4-for-4)
crushed a solo home run in the top of
the first and cracked a two-run home
run in the sixth to go with his RBI
double and RBI single. Van Damme
ripped a two-run triple and a two-run

double to accompany his two singles.
Tavormina tripled, doubled, singled

and had two RBI and Cesare doubled
in a run and added an RBI sac fly.
Gomez (RBI) rapped two hits and
Nick Smith cracked a two-run single.
Drew Koski banged out a double and
a single. Benak singled in a run, while
Matt Canfield and T.J. Reilly each
contributed one hit.

T&J scored their lone runs in the
third inning when Johnny Doe doubled
in a run scored and scored on Sammy
Carabel’s sac fly. Cruz and Chris Henne
each went 2-for-3 in the game, while
Nadelle and Wilcoff each contributed
one hit.

“The sticks went silent, they found
all the gaps and we were never in the
game. However, we put together a
solid team this year. We made it pretty
far but overall, we are making our way
up there,” said T&J Co-Captain
Nadella.
T&J Outlaws 021 002 0 5
Val Decorators 032 000 1 6

Val Decorators 305 323 0 16
T&J Outlaws 002 000 0 2

McKEON GOES 3-FOR-4, 2 RBI; BYSTOL GOES 4-FOR-4

Watson Machine Wins 9-8
Battle Over Willoughby Men

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two runs in the sixth inning nailed
down a 9-8 victory for the Watson
Avenue men over Willoughby in the
Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Asso-
ciation (FOMSA) League at La
Grande Park in Fanwood on July 6.
The victory boosted Watson’s record
to 8-2 to keep them as the team to beat
heading into the playoffs.

Jimmy McKeon (3-for-4, 2 RBI)
ripped a two-out single to win the
game in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning. Jay Cook and John Leonardi
each hammered a double, a single
and scored a run. Quinton Redding,

Chris Schwartz and Nick Geissler
each scored a run and Doug Schwartz
went 2-for-2. Phil Orsni, Vinnie Borda
and Greg Friesen each contributed a
hit in the 12-hit attack.

Of the Willoughby men’s 17-hit
battering, right fielder Adam Bystol
belted a double and three singles, Jim
DeMatteo rapped a pair of singles
and had two RBI and Mark Russon
doubled, singled and scored a run.
Dan Clark, Will Hughes, Mike Ruccio
and Chris Sarna each had two hits.
Chris Piccola singled and scored a
run. Steve Betau and Brian Callan
each added a run.

Watson’s Schwartz made several

great plays at third base. McKeon
made two major league stops at short-
stop and Cook made two fabulous
snags in left to halt a scoring threat in
the seventh. Willoughby’s Callan
made a great stretch to get an out at
first, Betau added a pair of slick scoops
at second, Ruccio playing third initi-
ated two fine plays and Sarna covered
leftfield well with several nice putouts.

“We took this team for granted but
fortunately we fought back. Today,
we came out in the early innings and
just hopped on the team, then took it
lightly. We did not play great. We had
a whole bunch of errors in the field.
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Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING TO EXECUTE A DOUBLE PLAY...T&J Outlaw Hector Cruz appears astonished by the play, while Val
Decorator second baseman Mike Jakubik relays the ball to first base in the Scotch Plains Old Men’s Softball B Division
semifinal game.

the league said, “One was KJ’s Deli,
which used to be across the street
from St. Bart’s Church and is now
Einstein’s Florist, and the other one
was Riffy’s Bar. It’s been, at least, 18
to 20 years.”

Deegan pitcher Rick Carlucci was
very stingy and the Investors could not
even buy a run until Lehberger scored
on Monaco’s single to left field in the
fourth inning. Part of that stinginess
could be attributed to shortstop
Juchnik, who played a key role in two
double plays (DP) and several putouts.

Deegan scored all three of its runs
in the second inning with the help of
a pair of errors, Bendix’s RBI triple
and RBI singles from Straniero and
Isolda. Investor shortstop, Lehberger,
stopped the bleeding with a second-
to-first DP.

With the score still, 3-1, heading
into the seventh inning, Investor men-
tor Steve Barba was discussing the
location of his teammates’ heads and
asked, “When are we going to get the
bats going?”

Nies drew his third walk, Monaco
tapped a single and Zazzali scribbled
an RBI single to left to make the score
3-2. In the eighth, Martorano singled

and Joe DiFabio walked. Rachko
slapped a one-out single to right.
Berger’s sac fly tied the score and
Kauffman’s single to center gave the
Investors a 4-3 lead. Rachko, reliev-
ing for starting pitcher Ron
Germinder, sat down Deegan, 1-2-3,
in the ninth.
Deegan Roofing 030 000 000 3
Investors Savings 000 100 12x 4

Investors Savings Nudge Past
Deegan Roofing in ‘A’ Game 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

Meticulously maintained by its original owners, this custom-built expanded Ranch home spares no attention to 
detail, exuding quality throughout its 12 rooms situated on more than 2.5 acres. Redefining park-like property, this 
fine home is cleverly positioned on its oversized wooded lot less than 2 miles from downtown Westfield and top 
rated schools. Displaying extraordinary craftsmanship & a contemporary floor plan, this home awaits its most 
discerning buyer.                                                                 Offered for $1,150,000

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

1249 PROSPECT STREET, WESTFIELD

Rarely does such a unique opportunity as this come along: to own Fanwood’s only registered Bed & Breakfast. This 

picturesque Victorian beautifully illustrates the flawless blending of vintage style with a complete renovation (2002). 

Exquisite antique details, hardwood floors, classic moldings, lead & stained glass windows and high ceilings meld with 

desirable modern conveniences. The wrap-around porch sets a beguiling tone that continues in the fire lit foyer, living 

room with bay window and “banquet-sized” formal dining room. The top-of-the-line gourmet kitchen, spacious family 

room and master suite, a recent addition, meld seamlessly with this traditional interior. Comprised of three bedroom 

suites, all with updated baths, and a quaint sitting room, the second floor welcomes you with an elegant foyer, preceded 

by a handsome staircase. The usable third floor has a full bath, office & bedroom. The sprawling yard and back deck  

add to the allure of this incomparable address. 

                Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

                    908-233-6417, Direct Dial
                        NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 
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Watson Win 9-8 Battle Over Willoughby Men
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Babooshka Blanks SMC, 15-0, in U.C. Playoffs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Babooshka’s notable defensive plays.
First, he initiated a 1-6-3 (Lombardi,
Belford, Gibbons) DP in the first in-
ning. In the second inning, he knocked
down a tough grounder and fired to
Belford for a force out then he pulled
off a slippery banana play to cover
first for a putout in the fifth.

Three Babooshkaites crossed home
plate in the bottom of the first, thanks
to Esoldo’s two-run triple to center
and LaValle’s RBI groundout to sec-
ond. Brian Williams doubled to cen-

ter and scored on Lombardi’s single
in the second inning. Ferro led off the
third by reaching first on a throwing
error and Belford moved him to third
with a single to the right side.
Massimino followed with an RBI
groundout then Tony Williams drilled
his RBI double and Esoldo added his
RBI sac fly to make the score 7-0.

Thirsting for more offense, Tony
Williams shouted, “Let’s get some
more!”

Gibbons chugged out a leadoff

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY CONFUSING SITUATION...Willoughby’s Chris Sarna kicks up the dirt at home plate as Watson catcher Mike
Jascur hunts for the ball. Despite the “Get-Free” two runs in the fourth inning, Watson prevailed with a 9-8 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO FIELD A TOUGH GROUNDER…Babooshka first baseman Joe Massimino attempts to field a tough
grounder as second baseman Keith Gibbons prepares to back him up.

triple in the fourth and scored on
Brian William’s single to right. After
Lombardi lashed a single to left,
Hertell fluffed a single lightly over
third base.

“Dave (yours truly) got 12 shots
(photos) of that swing Keith
(Hertell),” ribbed Gibbons.

Afterwards, Radice rapped a two-
run single over first base upping the
score to 10-0. Massimino, Tony Wil-
liams and Esoldo began the fifth in-
ning with back-to-back singles.
LaValle hopped an RBI groundout
and Gibbons poked an RBI double. A
third Babooshka run scored on a
throwing error then Brian Williams
and Lombardi ended the game with
respective RBI singles.
SMC 000 00 0
Babooshka 313 35 15

Normally we make those plays, but
hey, it happens. It’s a tune-up getting
ready for playoffs. This is a team that
is stacked. It’s a lineup that’s solid
from top to bottom, everyone con-
tributes and we are looking to win the
championship again,” said Watson
team captain Redding.

Willoughby got a two-run jump in
the top of the first inning when Bystol
and Clark each yanked singles,
Russon hammered an RBI double
and Piccola wiggled an RBI sacrifice
fly ball to right. Watson’s McKeon
answered in the bottom of the inning
with his single to center, swiped sec-
ond and third and scored on Redding’s
sac fly.

Watson cut loose with three runs in
the second, highlighted by Schwartz’s
bases-loaded sacrifice fly to left, a
muffed infield play and McKeon’s

RBI single. The Watson machine ex-
ploded with three more runs in the
third. Cook bashed an RBI double
into the leftfield fence, Leonardi
hawked an RBI double to center and
scored to give Watson a 7-2 lead.
Willoughby broke silence and erupted
with three runs in the fourth. Ruccio
and Hughes each banged singles and
Betau yanked an RBI sac fly to deep
centerfield. Sarna plunked a scribbler
up the middle that was misplayed as
two runners skid across the plate to
tighten the score.

Willoughby squeezed a little harder
in the fifth when they plated three
runs to take a 8-7 lead, highlighted by
DeMatteo’s bases-loaded, two-run
double and Callan’s RBI single. After
a two-inning silence and verbal en-
couragement from Redding, Watson’s
two-run sixth inning began when

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

MOUNTAINSIDE WESTFIELD SCOTCH PLAINS

CRANFORD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

A CLASSIC FOR ALL TIME
CUSTOM COLONIAL BUILT

BY D. VILLANE CONSTRUCTION CENTER HALL COLONIAL

COLONIAL TUDOR CUSTOM CAPE SPLIT LEVEL

$789,000 $849,900 $599,900

$574,999 $575,000

This sparkling center entry Colonial, in the premier Wychwood enclave of Mountainside,
boasts a generous floor plan combined with tasteful upgrades and amenities throughout.
Nestled on a tranquil cul-de-sac, this home offers a Formal Living Room with fireplace and
a Formal Dining Room each with bay windows, updated granite and stainless kitchen, 3
large Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, first floor Family Room with french doors to screened porch and
finished basement. Adjacent to Echo Lake Country Club and moments from shops, schools,
recreation and transportation, this exceptional home would be the perfect choice to call
home. MLS # 2700461

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath
with jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air and 2 car built-in
garage are just some of the amenities of this home. MLS # 2686364

Welcome to this six year young 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath Center Hall Colonial. You will be greeted
with a unique Koi pond in the front yard. This spacious home is full of extras including an
updated Eat-In-Kitchen with maple cabinetry, granite countertops, stainless steel appliances,
and hardwood floors, overlooking a large family room with a fireplace. A living room/dining
room with tray ceiling, powder room and laundry complete the first floor. The oversized
master bedroom has a gas fireplace and an updated master bath with granite countertops,
whirlpool tub, old world tile & separate shower. Three additional bedrooms & main bath on
the second floor overlook the open foyer & crystal chandelier. The fenced in yard, paver patio
& walkways add to the outdoor living. Make this your home today! MLS # 2674517

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable neighborhood.
4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family Room with dramatic
wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high ceilings and plenty of
storage. Central Air Conditioning, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage accessed
by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. MLS # 2664629

This completely renovated 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath expanded Cape boasts all the comforts of
country charm with a convenient location to parks, schools and NYC transportation.
Nestled in a park-like setting, this pristine inviting home is in move-in condition with great
attention to detail. All amenities are beginning with a beautiful kitchen with maple
cabinets, center island, stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors, a finished basement with
a powder room, inviting porch and deck, insulated 2 car detached garage and much more.
MLS # 2661575

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Split Level located on a quiet cul-de-sac, amidst tall trees and a beautiful
park-like setting, this home features updated kitchen and baths, hardwood floors, open floor
plan, Living Room with a gas fireplace, Dining Room with doors that open to a spacious
deck overlooking a scenic private yard, wonderful for entertaining. Central Air Conditioning
and gas heat updated in 2003, new paver walkway to front door, newly paved driveway and
many amenities. Partially finished basement and oversized 2 car attached garage. MLS #
2693595

$699,900

Doug Schwartz worked a free pass.
Borda singled and Geissler lifted an
RBI sac fly to center to grasp an 8-8
tie. Pitcher Mike Jascur was issued a
free pass. McKeon stepped up to the
plate and whacked the winning a shot
through the hole.

“We came out to play. This was a
game we really wanted to win, get a
full head of steam heading into the
playoffs and I think we accomplished
that. Watson is one of the better teams
in the league. We have a good team
this year, everyone is pretty much
new to everyone else, so we are still
figuring things out; however, we have
our pitching and fielding down, which
is huge for us and our hits are com-
ing,” said Willoughby team captain
Betau.
Willoughby 200 330 0 8
Watson Avenue 133 000 2 9

As the last pitch was thrown to end
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 8
Gold summer baseball season, Coach
Jerry Riporti knew he produced a
championship caliber team for the
next several years. It was Gold’s third
championship final. SPF had lost to
Clark on a walk off grand slam in the
Cranford final then lost to Clark in
the Clark Championship. They now
had the unenviable position of facing
Clark for a third time in a champion-
ship game in Colonia.

Pitchers Tommy Laucik, Josh
Canavan and Tommy Harcourt let up
a combined three runs to shut down
the powerful Clark lineup. Laucik
also led SPF into the finals with five
innings of outstanding pitching the
day before in the semifinals against
Colonia. In that game, William Gale
blasted a grand slam home run.

The little Raiders scratched off
two runs in the second to take a 2-0
lead. Patrick Dembiec lined a single
into leftfield, Josh Sklarin walked

and Michael Dieu and Patrick
Cuccurullo lined back-to-back
singles. Clark immediately answered
with three and took the lead into the
fifth inning. Harcourt then singled
to left, Miles Owens walked and
Danny Wilkinson ripped a liner to
right. With bases loaded, Robby
Camisa smashed a drive to left-cen-
ter that cleared the bases to give SPF
a 5-3 lead.

In the bottom of the sixth, Harcourt
walked the first batter. Shortstop

Kevin Sheil made a stellar play from
the hole to get the first out. Harcourt
struck out the next batter then Laucik
caught the final out for the victory.

Coach Riporti said, “The boys got
tremendous support from their par-
ents and families. I was just thrilled
for the boys when they secured their
first championship. To see the smiles
on the boys faces as they walked off
the field with their trophies knowing
that they are champions, it gives you
a great feeling to be their coach”.

SPF 8U Baseball Gold Shut Down Clark for Colonia Crown

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 8U Gold Baseball Team
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Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
• Top Lister Month of July
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen “Kathy” Gwaldis
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Kathy in, and she’ll bring results!

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

The Burgdorff name has been synonymous with personalized service 
and a commitment to excellence for more than 50 years. As part of 

NRT, Burgdorff and Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage have always 
shared the same business principles, exceptional level of professionalism 

and integrity.  As we transition to Coldwell Banker, our customers 
can expect the same extraordinary service.

Coldwel lBankerMoves.com

PLAINFIELD $379,000
Charming and delightful stone front

Dutch Colonial, located in the heart

of the storybook and picturesque set-

ting of Sleepy Hollow.  Impeccable

details throughout.  Elegantly deco-

rated Master Suite.

SCOTCH PLAINS $449,000
Spacious Colonial on a beautifully

landscaped lot.  Includes Formal Liv-

ing Room and Dining Room, cozy

Family Room, updated Kitchen with

granite counters, new cabinets and

gleaming hardwood floors.

KENILWORTH $650,000
Exceptional home with open floor plan

will provide many hours of enjoyment

while entertaining family and friends.

Also includes a Formal Living and Din-

ing Room with hardwood floors.  In-

cludes a gas fireplace in the Family

Room and Recreation Room.

WESTFIELD $769,000
Sunlit and spacious home with updated

Eat-In Kitchen with granite counters,

updated half bath, Master Bedroom

with full bath, hardwood floors, Living

Room with fireplace, large Family

Room, enclosed porch opens to beauti-

ful yard.  Updates include CAC, fur-

nace, HWH, roof and most windows.

MOUNTAINSIDE $925,000
Classic style at its best.  Offers gracious

rooms, updated Eat-In Kitchen with

granite counters and wet bar, 2.1 up-

dated baths, Family Room with fireplace

and French doors to patio, Living Room

with fireplace, Formal Dining Room

with door to sunroom, Master Bedroom

with large, custom walk-in closet, 1st

floor office/den, beautiful yard.

SCOTCH PLAINS $1,600,000
Gracious circa 1915 center hall Colonial,

exceptionally well maintained, magnifi-

cent grounds.  Many special details in-

clude zinc sink in sunroom, updated el-

evator, well water for sprinkler.

SCOTCH PLAINS $575,000
Charming Colonial offers neutral

décor.  Home features 9 rooms and

includes 4 Bedrooms, 3 full baths, 1st

floor Bedroom Suite and 2nd floor Mas-

ter Bedroom, Family Room off Kitchen

with raised hearth fireplace and slid-

ers to deck and 3 season porch.

SCOTCH PLAINS $550,000
Rare opportunity!  Circa 1785 center hall

Colonial.  Lovingly cared for with so

many charming details.  Wide board

pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces, Butler’s

pantry, roof 2006, large screened porch.

Beautiful “country setting”.  Approxi-

mately one acre level grounds framed by

authentic split rail fence.

We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

Local Architect Receives
LEED Accreditation

Brian M. Taylor, a licensed archi-
tect and local business owner, has
recently received LEED accredita-
tion. LEED stands for Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design
and was developed by the United
States Green Building
Council to provide
building owners and
operators a framework
for identifying and
implementing green
building design, con-
struction, operations
and maintenance solu-
tions. As a LEED ac-
credited professional
and licensed architect,
Mr. Taylor possesses
the knowledge, skills
and experience to de-
sign and guide build-
ings through the LEED
certification process.

The system is based on a point
scale with four levels of certification:
certified, gold, silver or platinum.
Certification is measured in key ar-
eas of a building’s type, design, con-
struction and operation. Some of these
areas include sustainability of the
site, water efficiency, energy savings,
reuse and recycling of materials and
building components, use of renew-
able energy and indoor air quality.
The goal of LEED is to create build-
ings that promote energy savings and
healthier places to live and work,
while protecting the environment and
natural resources. Sixty percent of

the electricity generated in the coun-
try is used to power homes and busi-
nesses. With the high cost of energy,
a weakened economy and national
security at stake, the thoughtful de-
sign of the nation’s buildings can

only benefit the coun-
try and communities
by lowering depen-
dence on foreign oil,
creating jobs in the
green industry and
providing a healthier
environment for all.

Brian Taylor lives in
Whitehouse Station
with his wife, Katty,
and four children,
Georgette, Nicholas,
Christopher and
Brianna. He is a gradu-
ate of the New Jersey
Institute of Technol-

ogy School of Architecture. Mr. Tay-
lor is licensed to practice architecture
in the states of New Jersey and New
York and also is certified with the
National Council of Architectural
Registration Boards. He currently is
working towards his Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree at the
NJIT School of Management. His
practice is located in North Plainfield,
N.J., which has served clients in
Westfield for the last nine years. He
can be contacted by telephone at (908)
226-5515 or on the web at
bmtaia.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Brian M. Taylor

UC OUTSTANDING PLAYERS…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski
congratulates, from left to right, CJ Sutera of Springfield, Edward Guzman of
Elizabeth, Traivon Hodge of Linden, Robert Pons of Elizabeth and Vincent
Genova of Cranford on being named outstanding players in the Union County
Baseball Association’s 2009 summer youth leagues during the end-of-season
picnic on July 31 in Warinanco Park in Roselle. (Photo by Jim Lowney/County of
Union)

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION A (As of August 9:)
TEAM W L
Babooshka 14   3
Awnings Galore 16   5
Buffy’s Tavern 14   5
American Legion/LLG 12   7
S.M.C.   7 11
D&K Associates   4 14

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
Molly Maguire’s 12   6
JTD Construction 10   8
Contact Lens & Vision   9 10
Linda’s Driftwood Bar   8 11
Iceman’s Karaoke   5 13
Northwestern Mutual   1 19

SUPER SENIORS DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House 19   1
TLC 13   7
Creative Industries 13   7
LA Law   8 12
The Office   6 14
Associated Auto Parts   1 19

Kilkenny 5, Creative 1
Creative dropped to third place, giv-

ing TLC a first-round bye in the play-
offs. Kilkenny’s Howie Busch, who
tossed a seven-hitter, and Tom
Lombardi hooked up in an old-fash-
ioned pitchers dual. Creative led, 1-0,
after five innings. Kilkenny took ad-
vantage of three Creative errors to score
five in the sixth.
American Legion 12, SMC 4

LLG’s Dave Powers pitched a ter-
rific game and was supported defen-
sively by Tommy MacDermant, Rick
Regenthal, Donnie Miller and Rick
Lindemann. MacDermant, Miller,
Mark Bamrick and Steve Pietrucha
sparked the offense.
Babooshka 20, Buffy’s 6

Ed Belford (3 hits, HR), Larry
Esoldo, Tim Deegan and Tony Radice
(3 hits each) led Babooshka.
Babooshka 18, Buffy’s 3

Babooshka’s Tom Straniero, Belford
and Keith Gibbons each collected three
hits. Joe Massimino and Belford both
homered.
Iceman’s Karaoke 9, Molly
Maguire’s 8
JTD Construction 16, Contact Lens 15

JTD plated seven in the first. JTD
holding off a Contact Lens rally with a
game-ending double play turned by
Mike DiRienzo and Joe Mitarotonda.
JTD’s Mike DiRienzo, Steve Kraemer,
George Murray and Joe Menza each
had three hits. Jerry Archibald (5 hits)
and Kerry Gelb (4 hits) led CLV.
Linda’s 17, Northwestern Mutual 8

Tom Siano shut out the Insurers for
the final four innings. Barmen Joe
Adase, Keith McDede, Steve Adase
and Joe Bakunas each had three hits
each. Rich Polonitza (3 hits, triple),
Tom Romanowicz, George Gonzalez
and Rich Grossberg (2 hits each) led
Northwestern.
American Legion 14, Awnings 10
BABOOSHKA 15, SMC 0

See exclusive story
Buffy’s 13, American Legion 12

Wayne Moeller (4-for-4, game win-
ning hit), Terry Franklin, Dave Ball
and Bob D’Meo (4-for-4 each) led the
Barmen.
Awnings 19, Molly Maguire’s 5

Ray Meigs and Bobby Rahnenfuhrer
(4-for-4, triple each) and Brian
Granstrand (3 hits, 5 RBI) led Aw-
nings.
D&K 7, Iceman’s Karaoke 0
Contact Lens & Vision 15, North-
western Mutual 11

Kerry Gelb had five hits in each game
of the doubleheader and pitcher George
Merlo (3 hits in each game) won both.
Steve Falco and Tom Romanowicz (3
hits each) and Lee Halinewski, Ed
McColgan and George Gonzales (2 hits
each) led Northwestern.
Contact 26, Northwestern 13

George Gonzales and Steve Falco (3
hits each), Rich Polonitza and Rich
Grossberg (2 hits, triple each), and
Wayne Morse, Lee Halinewski, Ed
McColgan and Tom Romanowicz (2
hits apiece) led Northwestern.
Linda’s Driftwood 6, JTD 5

Rich Krov drove in the winning run.
Donald White (3-for-3 and several
excellent defensive plays), Krov, Steve
Adase, Phil Fink (3 RBI), Jack Helfrich
and Keith McDede (2 hits each) led
Linda’s. A controversial umpire call
erased a JTD run in the seventh.
60+ DIVISION PLAYOFF:
LA Law 12, The Office 6

The Lawmen scored six in the fourth.
Don Brown and Ken Dunbar led The
Office with three hits each.
The Office 16, LA Law 15

Aided by Office errors, the Lawmen
moved into a 15-14 lead going into the
bottom of the sixth. Officer Tex
Charkowick’s RBI single tied the score
and Bill Hinkle’s walk-off single in the
seventh won it. Bob Renaud (4-for-4),
Bill Hinkle (3 hits, 4 RBI), Chip Weiss
(3 hits, 3 RBI) and Tino Diaz (2 hits,
double) led The Office. Lawmen Gene
Bisulica and Phil Spinelli both homered
and Ron Zimmer, Ron Virgilio and
Tony Orlando each had three hits.

WESTFIELD VICTORIOUS…Westfield won the Central Jersey Baseball
League’s Senior Division Championship on August 1 at Tamaques Park,
beating the Montgomery Green team, 4-3. The team had also won its regular
season division title. Pictured, left to right, are: Head Coach Sean Bonasera,
Brian Levine, Zach Archambault, Dan Berke, Ben Kraus, Nick Dachowicz,
Bryan Reilly, Matt Hartzell, Evan Friedman, Rich Malacrea and Assistant
Coach, Scott Kraus.

FRIEND OF THE COMMUNITY...The Allstate Foundation awards Westfield’s
Ron Bansky, Exclusive Agent for Allstate New Jersey, the Agency Hands in the
Community award.

WESTFIELD – Ron Bansky, an
Exclusive Agent with Allstate New
Jersey Insurance Company (Allstate
New Jersey), has been awarded a
2009 Agency Hands in the Commu-
nity (AHIC) Award for his commit-
ment to volunteering in the commu-
nity through service to Liam’s Room
Inc., a charity that seeks to create a
special room in hospitals for families
whose children suffer from poten-
tially life-limiting conditions. With
this award comes a $500 AHIC grant
from The Allstate Foundation.

The group was established in
memory of Liam H. McNamara, to
act as a resource for families with
children who are battling chronic or
potentially life-limiting conditions.

Mr. Bansky’s agency has been a
major sponsor of the Liam’s Room
Softball Tournaments and Home Run

Derby events, held annually in
Westfield’s Tamaques Park.

William P. Ballinger, president of
Allstate New Jersey, said, “Allstate
believes that it is very important for
corporations to take an active interest
in the communities they serve. We
are proud to support Ron in such a
worthwhile effort to help New
Jerseyans through The Allstate Foun-
dation.”

Mr. Ballinger added, “The grant
from The Allstate Foundation will
provide much-needed support for the
group’s invaluable work.”

The group has been highlighted by
Fox News and other news outlets. For
more information about Liam’s
Room, Inc., visit http://
liamsroom.org/home.html.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Ron Bansky Receives AHIC Award
For  Work With Liam’s Room

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGEwww.hye-youngchoi.net      hye-young@att.net
Direct Line: 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2008

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 Ext. 169
© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sun. August 16th, 1-4PM • 7 Breeze Knoll

Westfield...Elegant CH Col, park-like setting on .57 acre on cul-de-sac. 4 plus BR, updated 3 ½
BTH. Newer EI Kit, adjacent FR w/exceptional FRPLC & Slider to blue stn patio.Gracious EF, LR,
FDR, newly finished RR w/au pair suite,office, deluxe wine cellar. 2 Zn HT. CAC, $1,450,000.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Westfield:

Shayn P. and Deborah A. March to
James and Maureen Holland, 619
Raymond Street, $810,000.

Michael and Ellen M. Cuddy to
Kenneth C. and Donna T. Pace, 638
Kimball Avenue, $567,500.

Mark and Tracey Lowry to Michael
A. and Rene E. Tolajian, 146 Harrison
Avenue, $727,500.

Charles A. and Joyce J. Nunziata to
Christopher A. and Jamie B. Scheper,
652 Maye Street, $465,000.

Robert J. and Connie MacDougall
to Edison R. and Stephanie K. Diaz,
120 Marion Avenue, $506,000.

Todd L. Evans to Patrick
Quincannon, 419 Boulevard,
$490,000.

Robert and Christine Wharam to
Joel T. and Gina M. Kamins, 414
Tremont Avenue, $780,000.

Paul D. O’Connor and Kirstin
DiTullio to James P. and Karen K.
Pitman, 534 Hillcrest Avenue,
$624,900.

Susan E. Long and John F.
Cannizzaro to Nicholas P. Arcuri, Jr.,
646 Fourth Avenue, $482,000.

George J. and Susan C. Nelson to
Joseph and Lee A. Schaeffer, 755
Carleton Road, $390,000.

Phillip J. and Jennifer M. Marchitto
to Vincent H. and Gwenyth P. Luu,
925 Irving Avenue, $495,000.

Deutsche Bank National Trust to
Cheryl G. Rosario, 1321 Pine Grove
Avenue, $420,000.

Harvey and Marilyn R. Weisslitz
to Neil D. and Suzanne P. Sherman, 3
Kirkstone Circle, $722,500.

John J. and Judith Kennedy to
Stephen M. and Anne F. Lynch, 155
Effingham Place, $740,000.

Maureen A. and David P. O’Connor
to Mitchell Kurtz and Jennifer Sheehy,
202 Jefferson Avenue, $1,040,000.

David J. and Brooke F. Studer to
Robert C. and Nancy M. Hostler, 610
East Broad Street, $800,000.

Katherine A. Blatz to Jose and Sucel
Tan, 526 St. Marks Avenue, $810,000.

Elizabeth T. Harrison to Daniel P.
Rible and Kristina Scheetz-Rible, 685

Recent Home Sales

North Avenue, West, $333,000.
Dinah Laurie Whitlock to James

C. and Tracey M. Fitzpatrick, 884
Dorian Road, $450,000.

Peter and Allyson Gialluisi to Mar-
tin R. and Elaine K. Benante, Trust,
255 Hyslip Avenue, $$1,100.000.

James A. and Margarita M. Abate
to Benjamine G. and Gayle S. Leavitt,
544 Codding Road, $785,000.

Dino E. and Janet Robusto to Philip
E. and Rachel C. Law, 422 Lenox
Avenue, $835,000.

Michael Garofalo, Jr. to Johathan
and Wendy A. Nitche, 18 Cornwall
Drive, $750,000.

Christina L. McCormick to jason
R. Berret and Kristen Jacobsen, 1037
Harding Street, $407,000.

JWV, Inc. to Yauheni Prystupa and
Olga Pristoupa, 651 Willow Grove
Road, $965,000.

Richard and Joan Molinaro to
Hansong Tang and Yan Qin, 1001
Columbus Avenue, $420,000.

Albert M. and Lori J. Gaudin to
Brent Andrew Livermore and Carmel
T. Ryan, 1033 Grandview Avenue,
$535,000.

Bruce W. and Stephanie J.
Druckenmiller to Arne S. and Holly
J. Ewing, 901 Central Avenue,
$530,000.

James and Pauline Reilly to Robert
and Karen Sugrue, 7 Azalea Trail,
$845,000.

Jack J. and Brenda J. Failla to
Matias Cruces and Monica Lizano,
21 Manchester Drive, $715,000.

Devon and Amy Stein to Risa and
Jared Kaban, 34 Manchester Drive,
$1,075,000.

Jonathan A. and Wendy Nitche to
Joseph and Christine Ruberto, 302
Belmar Place, $410,000.

Margaret A. Payne to Joshua G.
Bornstein and Keren Palgi-Bornstein,
629 Norwood Drive, $400,000.

Mildred Gadol to Kevin and Eileen
McGovern, 128 Summit Court,
$369,900.

Arthur J. and Diane J. Sawyer to
Hongrong Mo and Haiying Cui, 200
Roger Avenue, $410,000.

Volunteer Rescue Squad
Needs Contributions

tinue to provide service free of charge.
Friends of the squad are asked to

tell their friends and neighbors about
the squad, its volunteers and the work
they do to help the people of Westfield.
They should add that the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad services are
provided free of charge.

The rescue squad depends on do-
nations to continue its lifesaving mis-
sion 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, 365 days a year.

Tax-deductible contributions can
be mailed to Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad, P.O. Box 356, Westfield,
N.J. 07091 or dropped off at the res-
cue squad building at 335 Watterson
Street in Westfield, just off the South
Avenue circle.

Junior Woman’s Club Adds
Autumn Town Garage Sale

SCOTCH PLAINS – Due to nu-
merous requests after the success of
its spring sale, the Scotch Plains
Junior Woman’s Club (SPJWC) will
sponsor an Autumn Town Wide Ga-
rage Sale to be held on Saturday,
September 12 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(rain date is Sunday, September 13).
Nearly 170 houses participated in
the spring event.

Residents hold their own sale and
keep all the profits. By registering
for the event, a participant’s ad-
dress and some of the items he or
she will sell will be listed on a
detailed map, which is distributed
for free in both Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. As an added benefit to
sellers, the event will be publicized
in newspapers and on local cable
TV, signs and flyers in both towns.

Proceeds from the $15 registra-
tion fee go to local charities deter-

mined by the SPJWC. Registration
forms may be obtained by visiting
spjwc.com, e-mailing
scotchplainsjrwomen@comcast.net
or calling (908) 889-6228. Individu-
als should mail their $15 check, pay-
able to SPJWC, along with the com-
pleted registration form, to: SPJWC,
P.O. Box 284, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. All registration forms/checks
must be received by Friday, Septem-
ber 4.

Other upcoming events include a
clothing drive and the Holiday House
Decorating Contest in December. For
more information, access spjwc.com.

The Scotch Plains Junior
Woman’s Club is a non-profit com-
munity service group. The club is a
member of the General Federation
of Women’s Clubs, which is the
oldest and largest non-profit
woman’s organization in the world.

Westfield Mother ‘Erck’d’ Downtown
Over Double-Wide Stroller Rejection

wider than a standard wheelchair (24 to
27 inches) and that if he could not accom-
modate my stroller he couldn’t accom-
modate the handicapped.

He was in no way kind, flexible or
friendly. I’m having a difficult time un-
derstanding the policy. Is it that the store
can’t accommodate the size of my stroller?
Is it that he’s afraid my children will
break something? Could it be that he sees
my twins as my “pets” and not people?

I feel the rule is discriminatory and I
am disappointed in the unfriendly, un-
neighborly attitude at the Farmhouse
Store. My double stroller and I are wel-
comed in every other store in town, and
often times we’re greeted by someone
willing to hold the door and offer assis-
tance — or simply smile when they see
my children.

April Quartell Erck
Westfield

Another Letter to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

908-209-0104 email: brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000     Free Designs & Consultation

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored
Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring
Finished Basements & Repairs

A & J  PAINTING
“The Painting Pros”

Interior & Exterior

Painting & Staining

Deck Sealing & Staining

Complete Power Washing Services

732-388-0717
Ask for John

NJHIC#13VH00608200     Fully Insured

Free Estimates

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

A–1  PAINTING &
POWERWASHING
Specializing in Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes – Interior  & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Handy manny
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, SECOND GENERATION CARPENTERS

Custom Additions & Renovations
Add-A-Levels & Dormers
All General Repairs

Custom Carpentry & Painting
Garages & Decks
Kitchens & Bathrooms

908-868-2844
    Fully Insured – References – NJ Lic.# 13VHOO225300

aLL WORK GUaRanTEEd – FREE ESTImaTES

Finish Basements & French Drain Systems

GARAGE / MOVING SALE

Sat - August 15, Great Condition:
Baby Furniture, TVs,
Dine Set, Coat Rack, Tw Mat-
tresses, A/C Unit & much more!
36 Laurel Place - Fanwood
(off of South Ave) 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.!

PRIME COND. FURNITURE SALE

Prime Boston Piano, New sofa
and chair, 6 pine dining rm chairs,
pine armoire, desk and hutch, re-
frigerator and much more!
Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. (908) 230-8850
391 Park Slope, Mountainside

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WESTFIELD - One room
efficiency apt for rent Sept. 1,
furnished or unfurnished. Private
kitchen & bath, A/C, off-street
parking. (908) 232-4381

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Office space available in
Mountainside. $2,000/ month.
Call us at (908) 233-7900 or

visit www.608sherwood.com

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST

Busy Westfield doctor’s office
needs experienced medical
receptionist to join our friendly,
high-energy team. Applicants
must have medical office
experience and be pleasant,
professional, and organized.
Multi-tasking and customer
service skills are essential.

Approx. 30 hrs/wk
Mon, Tues & Thurs.

Great pay & benefits!
email resume:

advanceddermatology@verizon.net
or fax: (908) 232-6447

SUMMER RENTAL-SEASIDE PK

3 BR Townhouse w/Marina view.
1 blk to beach, C/A,

out-door shower and more!
Available Aug. 22-29

Call for more information:
(908) 654-0919

HELP WANTED

Part-time cafeteria help.
Westfield School District. M-F, no
nights or weekends. Will train.

Chartwells Dining Services
Westfield High School

550 Dorian Rd.
For interview

Call (908) 789-4540
EOE/M/F/V/D

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trustworthy,
honest, reliable house cleaning,
very hard working & detail ori-
ented. Take pleasure in what I like
to do. Five years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

AT HOME FITNESS!!!

Fitness & Nutritional Guidance
brought right to your doorstep!

Personal Training for
Women, Kids & Seniors
Nikki (732) 754-8308

YARD & HOUSE SALE

August 15 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
635 Forest Avenue, Westfield
Oriental wool rugs (10x15, etc.);
55 gal fish tank + acc.; upright
piano; mahogany 1930s dining
room set; three couches; other
furniture; housewares, etc.

2003 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ
Rally Edition. Great commuter
car 31 mpg. Excellent condi-
tion, low miles. Asking $10,300.
Call (908) 244-7800 ask for Ben

AUTO FOR SALE

WESTFIELD – Members of the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
hope that the residents of town who
are familiar with the good work of the
rescue squad will spread the word
during the annual fund drive, which
continues during this summer season.

Rescue squad members are fre-
quently surprised when a patient in
the rig believes the ambulance ser-
vice is provided by the town and paid
for by the taxpayer, or is provided by
the hospitals and paid by one of the
health insurance plans. This is not the
case. The Westfield Volunteer Res-
cue Squad provides the service free
of charge. The contributions received
during the annual fund drive are how
the volunteer rescue squad can con-

As a mother to almost 2-year-old twins,
I walk around downtown Westfield on
almost a daily basis and take full advan-
tage of the local shops and merchants
available in our wonderful town. I often
say that I could never and would never
live anywhere else; I have everything I
desire just a few blocks from my home,
and I don’t even need to put my children
in the car. We walk everywhere with my
double stroller.

While walking through downtown
Westfield, I couldn’t help but notice a “no
double-wide strollers or pets” sign on the
front door of the newly opened Farm-
house Store located on East Broad Street.
I started to walk away, figuring I wasn’t
welcomed and turned back on second
thought. I opened the door and entered
with my double-wide stroller. After
(rudely) being asked to leave, I informed
the clerk that my double stroller was no

Fanwood Mayor Disputes Report of
Rescue Squad not Helping Plainfield
As Mayor of the Borough of Fanwood,

I want to respond to recent reports that
have indicated that the Fanwood Rescue
Squad will not respond to mutual aid calls
in Plainfield that would have the squad go
west of Park Avenue. This is a completely
false statement and the record needs to be
set straight.

Fanwood’s rescue squad, which is a
non-profit, all-volunteer organization, has
always answered any call at any time, day
or night. They are a group of dedicated
professionals who take their jobs ex-
tremely seriously and would never pick
and choose where to go. A life in crisis is
a life, regardless of geographic bound-
aries, and they respond.

I am proud of our close to 40 members
for what they do for Fanwood and for
what they do in Plainfield when called
upon. It does these proud men and women
a grave disservice to create false stories
that they would not respond when needed.
The Fanwood Rescue Squad will con-
tinue to assist Plainfield and our sur-
rounding towns, as it has always done.

It is important to note that all area
rescue squads have experienced chal-
lenges due to the closing of Muhlenberg

Hospital a year ago. This specific issue
has not gone unnoticed by local leaders.
As a member of the Muhlenberg Commu-
nity Advisory group, our goal is to dis-
cuss and find solutions to all health ser-
vices in Plainfield and its surrounding
communities because of this closing.

I stand with Mayor Briggs of Plainfield,
Assemblyman Green and Assembly-
woman Stender in their commitment to
find the ways to ensure all our communi-
ties’ voices are heard and all calls for
ambulance coverage are responded to
quickly and safely.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

Editor’s Note: The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
August 6, 2009 front page, reported on
the Union County Freeholder meeting of
the previous Thursday, where two
Plainfield residents publicly made state-
ments claiming that the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, and others, are not answering
calls in Plainfield. Although the state-
ments by these citizens may be disputed,
the news report of the meeting is true - not
a created “false story.”

Police to Give Ticket Prizes
To Kids for Bike Helmet Use

COUNTY – Through the end of Octo-
ber, 12 police departments in Union
County have joined forces with Safe Kids
Union County at Children’s Specialized
Hospital and the Brain Injury Association
of New Jersey to reward children who
wear a helmet when bicycling with a
“ticket” for prizes from local retailers.

Participating police departments are
Cranford, Westfield, Kenilworth, Eliza-
beth, Roselle, Roselle Park, Linden, Hill-
side, New Providence, Mountainside,
Plainfield and Union.

According to authorities, a properly-
worn helmet is the single most effective
safety device available. It can reduce brain
injury and death by as much as 88 percent
— despite the fact that nearly 70 percent
of all fatal bicycle crashes involve head
injuries, only about 20 to 25 percent of all
bicyclists wear helmets.

Participating police departments will
distribute “tickets” to children spotted
wearing their helmets during wheeled ac-
tivities. Each summons can be redeemed
for free items at area merchants. “Ticket”
prizes have been donated by the following

retailers: Cosimo’s and Bovella’s Pastry
Shop in Westfield; Dairy Queen in Lin-
den; Burger King at 1200 South Avenue
and 1236 West 7th, Sweet Lew’s Bakery,
Gallo’s Pizzeria, Dunkin’ Donuts, and
McDonald’s, 1241 South Avenue and 234
West Front in Plainfield; Dairy Queen,
Seven Eleven, Larchmont Pizzeria and
Galloping Hill Caterers in Union; Greco
Roma Pizzeria in Kenilworth; Il Giardino
Ristorante in Cranford; Famous Dave’s in
Mountainside; Michelinos Pizzeria in
Elizabeth; CVS Pharmacy, Friendly’s and
Dunkin’ Donuts in New Providence;
Pinho’s Bakery and Good Humor Ice
Cream in Roselle; Burger King, Dee’s
Hut, I’Orio Deli, Valentino’s Pizza and
Seven Eleven in Roselle Park and
Blimpie’s, The Sister’s Deli and
Dominick’s Pizza in Hillside.

For more information about the pro-
gram, call Sue Driscoll, Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, at (908) 301-5478.

Children’s Specialized Hospital is New
Jersey’s largest comprehensive rehabili-
tation hospital dedicated exclusively to
children.
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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

goleadergoleadergoleadergoleadergoleader.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/e.com/expressxpressxpressxpressxpress
“Write whatever you want. We'll publish it.”

A paid bulletin board service by The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

for those who must get their word out. Ideal for businesses, marketers, candidates, elected
officials, fundraising, public relations, professionals, government and organizations.

EffEffEffEffEffectivectivectivectivective, conve, conve, conve, conve, convenient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.enient and reasonably priced.
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Express YExpress YExpress YExpress YExpress Yourselfourselfourselfourselfourself

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

It is too long and rather imperfect.
Still, as Judd Apatow’s Funny People
chronicles the life and times of come-
dian George Simmons (Adam Sandler),
you bask in the film’s warmhearted
sense of humanity, laugh at the foibles
dissected, and in time realize it is not
unlike real life. That is, you have to put
up with the bad parts to enjoy the good
parts.

Writer-director Apatow, though ob-
viously aware of his project’s problem-
atic nature, boldly goes forth unde-
terred. It is a story worth telling, even if
sometimes too meandering to be cin-
ematic. Precariously careening along
his creative path, arms full of fascinat-
ing philosophies and clamoring emo-
tions, he at times turns his traipse into
a beautiful waltz.

As the protagonist, comic
extraordinaire George Simmons, Adam
Sandler gets the joke, as well as the
tragedy, at the heart of this refurbished
Pagliacci. In one scene, despondent
and suddenly catapulting toward
middle-aged mundanity, Sandler makes
his heretofore-virile celebrity sag into
total beanbag mode. This is a solid
performance.

Doomed by a medical prognosis that
comes out of left field, George begins
his ascent to the epiphany-driven re-
pentance literature so often dictates for
those who’ve failed to live an exem-
plary life. A lot of bad feelings were
scattered in the wake of his rise to the
top. Sis hates him. He never sees his
parents. And yep, he let the love of his
life get away.

But it’s no fun making amends or
resurrecting a dream for only the fourth
wall to applaud. A pal is in order…a
Nick to your Gatsby. And therefore,
doubtless also to assuage the loneliness
of his plight, and maybe even do a good
deed in the bargain, George plucks
from obscurity would-be comic Ira
Wright to be his Man Friday.

Let the soul-searching begin. Sure,
on the surface, Ira, superbly played by
Seth Rogen, has been hired to write
jokes for George, who has decided to
embark on a series of stand-up
engagements…a swansong tour, if you
will. But in truth Ira is put in that
enigmatic position of the paid friend.
His moralisms and advice are sought,
but then they’re not.

It all depends on the king’s mood and
how it suits his vanity at the moment.
It’s not easy being the court jester.
There are humiliations. But then Ira
has suddenly skyrocketed from work-
ing in a deli by day and begging for a
few minutes onstage at the improv by

Funny People:
Seriously Humorous

night to traveling on a private jet with a
major comedy domo and taking down
$1.5 K a week.

Not that the comic novitiate is free of
fault. A sin of omission comprises one
of the movie’s three sub-plots. You see,
Ira was supposed to let his friend Leo
(Jonah Hill) in on the joke writing
action. A sarcastic love/hate competi-
tion among Ira, Leo and their success-
ful sitcom roomy, Mark (Jason
Schwartzman), provides a steady stream
of laughs.

The second underplot concerns Ira’s
attempts to woo Daisy (Aubrey Plaza),
an aspiring comedienne Mark has called
dibs on, in the event Ira doesn’t “make
his move” within ten days. Such ado-
lescent backbiting, equivocating and
needling raunchily sugarcoats the dire
seriousness with which the three strug-
gling humorists view their career ambi-
tions.

And then there’s the case of Laura
(Leslie Mann), the soul mate George
let slip from his fickle grasp. She is now
married with children and living up
north in San Francisco. No matter. In
his conceit, and with the privilege dy-
ing folk grant themselves, he seeks to
make amends, and maybe even more.
Ira accompanies him on the momen-
tous mission.

But oops! Dropping in to surprise
George, Ira and her Lady Fair is Laura’s
oft roving, businessman husband (Eric
Bana). There is hubbub aplenty: people
entering and exiting rooms. As moods
and motives switch by the second, the
movie becomes Funny People: Part 2,
but without benefit of intermission or
delineation. Hence comes the lag.

The thing is, by this point the viewer
has invested enough emotion into the
characters to care about their fate, the
film’s sudden switch in temperament
notwithstanding. Here’s a good time to
visit the facilities or get a popcorn
refill. On return, you’ll find passports
put in order and the plot switched to its
new tracks. In time the rough transition
is forgiven.

Indulgence has its rewards. Aside
from the bittersweet saga of George’s
search for grace, there are pearls of
wisdom about long lost love and
whether or not one can indeed change
his stripes. And, adding to the standup
ethos Billy Crystal’s Mr. Saturday Night
(1992) analyzed, Funny People hilari-
ously shows why comedy isn’t always
a laughing matter.

* * *
Funny People, rated R, is a Univer-

sal Pictures release directed by Judd
Apatow and stars Adam Sandler, Seth
Rogen and Leslie Mann. Running
time: 146 minutes.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO RE-BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town Of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 a.m. prevailing time on Tuesday,
SEPTEMBER 1, 2009 for the following:

2009 FURNISHING AND DE-
LIVERY OF RADAR SPEED
SIGNS

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount of two
hundred dollars ($200.00) to ensure ex-
ecution of the contract.

All bidders must submit with their bid
a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.

Specifications may be seen or PICKED-
UP at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The Mayor
and Council reserve the right to reject any
bid, and to waive any informality in any bid,
if in the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 8/13/09, The Leader Fee: $33.66

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on
Wednesday, September 9, 2009 at 7:30
p.m. in the Town of Westfield Municipal
Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, a
PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the
Planning Board of the Town of Westfield
for Preliminary & Final Site Plan and Bulk
Variance Approvals (Section 11.23E1:
minimum lot area – 80,000 square feet
required, 77,633.21 square feet existing
non-conforming condition; 11.23E4: mini-
mum side yard setback – 35 feet required,
21.93 feet existing non-conforming condi-
tion; 11.23E9: maximum allowable cover-
age by improvements – 80% maximum
permitted, 96.1% existing non-conform-
ing condition; 17.10E: maximum allow-
able height of lighting fixtures – 15 feet
maximum, 18 feet existing non-conform-
ing condition; 17.10G: minimum setback
of lighting fixtures from curb – 3 feet re-
quired, 1 foot existing non-conforming
condition; 17.03C5: minimum setback of
parking area from property line – 2 feet
required <1 foot existing non-conforming
condition; 16.04F: allowable number of
signs: 1 sign permitted, 2 signs existing
non-conforming condition; 11.23E3: front
yard setback – 75 feet required, 12.57 feet
proposed; 17.02C: required number of
parking spaces based on use – 154 spaces
required, 141 proposed; 16.04F3b: mini-
mum setback of free standing signs from
property line – 5 feet required, 0 feet pro-
posed; 16.04F3c: area of sign – 10 square
feet maximum, ±44 square feet proposed;
16.04F3d: height of sign – 8 feet maxi-
mum, 12 feet proposed;  16.04F3e: maxi-
mum allowable horizontal & vertical di-
mensions for free standing sign – 6 feet
maximum, 7.66 feet proposed) and such
other variances and/or waivers that may
be required upon an analysis of the plans
and testimony at the Public Hearing on the
Application submitted by the Applicant &
Owner, Arpino Associates, LLC, for prop-
erty located at 560 Springfield Avenue,
Block 1701, Lot 10.01 on the Tax Map of
the Town of Westfield. The property is
located in the O-2 Zone District. The Appli-
cant is proposing to construct a 4,004
square feet addition to the second floor of
the existing building, a minor enlargement
of front entrance, erect a new free-stand-
ing sign and reconfigure the parking area.

When the case is called you may appear
either in person or by agent or attorney
and present any objections which you may
have to the granting of this Application. A
copy of the Application and plans will be
filed and available for PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
weekdays at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, 959 North Avenue West, Westfield,
New Jersey at least ten (10) days before
the aforementioned hearing date.

JOSEPH A. PAPARO, ESQ.
Hehl & Hehl, P.C.

Attorneys for the Applicant/Owner
1 T - 8/13/09, The Leader Fee: $60.18

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolutions at its August 10, 2009
meeting for the following applications heard
at its July13, 2009 meeting and a Special
Meeting held on June 23, 2009:

The Catholic Church of the Holy Trin-
ity, 506 Westfield Avenue, Applicant
sought Preliminary and Final Site Plan
approval with Variances to demolish an
existing residence located at 512 Westfield
Avenue and to construct one and two-
story additions to the existing church build-
ing to be used as a parish center which
amends the approval previously granted
by Resolution date September 10, 2007.
Application approved with conditions.

Kenneth & Suzanne Welsh, 639
Dorian Road, Applicant sought a one
year extension of variance approval
granted on July 14, 2008, memorialized
August 11, 2008 to construct a one-story
addition contrary to Section 11.08E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance which requires a
minimum side yard setback of 10 feet.
Proposed and granted was a side yard
setback of 7 feet 6 inches. Application
approved.

Scott Ettinger, 508 Springfield Av-
enue, Applicant sought c and d variance
relief from Section 13.02B2 of the Land
Use Ordinance to retain three sheds on
the property where one shed is allowed,
with a maximum square footage of 192
square feet where 150 square feet is al-
lowed, and a height greater than 10 feet
where a maximum height of 10 feet is
allowed. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Lawrence Seltzer, 215 Harrison Av-
enue, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct an addition to the third floor of the
house contrary to Section 13.01B of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires

a minimum distance of 15 feet from the
principal structure to an accessory struc-
ture. Proposed is 7.33 feet. Application
approved with conditions.

Margaret M. Potter, 25 Doris Park-
way, Applicant sought permission to con-
struct a single story addition at the rear of
the house and a modification of the roofline
to allow a second story expansion con-
trary to Sections11.09E7 and 12.04F1 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Applicant sought
a rear yard setback of 30.37 feet where 35
feet is required and a building coverage of
24.5% where 20% is allowed. Application
approved with conditions.

Gail & Tom Hatch, 410 North Chest-
nut Street, Applicant sought permission
to construct first and second story addi-
tions contrary to Section 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage without a
porch of 20%. Propose is 21%. Applica-
tion approved with conditions.

John & Michael Orsini, 411 Wells
Street, Applicant sought permission to
construct a one story addition for a powder
room, mud room and closet, contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires a minimum
side yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is
5.9 feet. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Sergio Rolo, 254 Virginia Street, Ap-
plicant sought permission to construct a
retaining wall with a fence contrary to
Section 12.08C of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires that retaining
walls not exceed 4 feet in height, mea-
sured to the top of any restraining devices.
The proposed retaining wall with fence is
7.46 feet in height measured to the top of
the fence. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 8/13/09, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE

Kean: Gov. Still Hasn’t
 Named Ethics Task Force

A TINGE OF TINGA…The Lincoln PTO recently held its first Teacher Appre-
ciation Luncheon at the school. The fiesta-style event featured Mexican food
catered by Tinga with a discount and homemade desserts provided by the PTO.
Teachers additionally received flowering plants along with bracelets donated by
the PTO and Coldwater Creek. Pictured are teachers and staff on the buffet line.

AATF Recognizes
Union Catholic Senior
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ameri-

can Association of Teacher of French
(AATF) announced that Union Catho-
lic High School senior Stephanie
Walls of Cranford has received a 2008-
2009 AATF Outstanding Senior in
French Award.

This award is made annually to a
graduating senior who has demon-
strated excellence in the study of
French as well as exceptional com-
mitment to the French language and
the many cultures where it is spoken.
Recipients must have completed at
least three years of French study at
the time of graduation and be non-
native speakers of French.

As a student at the Scotch Plains
school, Stephanie was an officer for
the French Club and a member of the
National and French Honor Societ-
ies. She participated in World Lan-
guage Week for four years and stud-
ied under the direction of faculty
member Fran Brennan.

Stephanie was also president of the
senior class and a member of Big
Brother/Big Sister Program. She will
continue her education this fall at
Quinnipiac University in Connecti-
cut.

Hogan Graduates
Summa Cum Laude

WESTFIELD – Jeffrey Hogan, son
of Lucretia and Edward Hogan, gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude from Marist
College in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. In order
to qualify for this special distinction,
students must earn a cumulative grade
point average of no lower than 3.85 and
no grade below B.

Jeffrey also attained the distinction
of being in the 2009 edition of “Who’s
Who Among American Universities
and Colleges” as well as being inducted
into four National Honor Societies.

Jeffrey, who majored in Communi-
cations, will continue his education in
the Master of Arts Teaching Program at
Drew University in Madison.

Jeffrey Hogan

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) issued the following state-
ment regarding vacancies on the
“Governor’s Local Government Ethics
Task Force.” The panel was created
September 24, 2008 by Governor
Corzine’s Executive Order 119.

“When it comes to ethics reform, Jon
Corzine talks the talk but he won’t walk
the walk. More than 10 months after its
creation, every seat on the “Governor’s
Local Government Ethics Task Force’
remains vacant. This is typical of an
administration that that made many
lofty promises on economic growth,
property tax relief and ethics reform,
yet failed to follow through on many of
them.

“Less than two weeks ago, following
the arrest of 44 people accused of cor-
ruption, many at the local government
level, the governor stated that “the eth-
ics problems that occurred, we have all
the laws we need,” Mr. Kean said. “Ob-
viously, the governor thought differ-
ently less than a year ago. Given this set
of circumstances, Governor Corzine
must immediately call a special session
of the Legislature to adopt new and
stricter ethics reform legislation.”

Republicans have suggested a num-
ber of bills that could be considered
including limits on contributions by
certain public contractors; limits on
contributions by county and municipal
political party committees and a “Trans-

parency in Government Act” which
would provide for establishment of state
public finance website.

Other bills would prohibit campaign
contributions by certain individuals,
businesses or other organizations that
purchase or acquire property involved
in eminent domain proceedings, prohi-
bition of county committees or politi-
cal parties to contribute to or accept
contributions from another such county
committees.

Another piece of legislations would
prohibit the simultaneous holding of
certain state, county and municipal elec-
tive and appointive positions, often re-
ferred to as “dual office holding” as
well as establish stricter limits on con-
tributions to county committees of po-
litical parties and by county commit-
tees to candidates; and bans on contri-
butions between county committees.

SP’s Powell Wins
Terumo Scholarship

SCOTCH PLAINS – Kathryn Powell
of Scotch Plains is a winner in The
Terumo Medical Corporation Scholar-
ship Program. Terumo Medical Corpo-
ration sponsors the program.

Kathryn is the daughter of Dennis
Powell. She attends Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and intends to
major in Business at University of
Maryland.

The following is a partial list of
Kathryn’s school and community ac-
tivities: Marching Band, Color guard,
German Club, German Honor Society
and Dance.

The Terumo Medical Corporation
Scholarship Program provides schol-
arships to sons and daughters of Terumo
Medical Corporation associates who
are enrolled or planning to enroll full-
time in a college, university or techni-
cal school program.

The recipients are chosen competi-
tively on the basis of their academic
record and personal achievements. All
phases of the competition are indepen-
dently managed by Career Opportuni-
ties Through Education, Inc. (Coté).
Coté is a national non-profit organiza-
tion headquartered in Audubon.

Kathryn Powell

WF Neighborhood Council
Experiences Resurgence
By BRIGITTA GREENE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Anyone who has
lived around the neighborhood of
Cacciola Place in the past 40 years
knows the Westfield Neighborhood
Council, and whether they attended the
youth summer camps, annual holiday
parties or senior bridge night, the memo-
ries are often the same.

For 40 years, the center has been an
“anchor” for the community, offering
support and community programs to a
neighborhood long considered “at risk,”
said board member Lisa Quackenbush.

Now, after five years of financial
hardship, the center has experienced a
resurgence and — along with it — a
renewed enthusiasm and spirit of
growth. “It’s like a phoenix rising,” Ms.
Quackenbush said.

After losing funding from the
Westfield United Fund five years ago,
the center was forced to drastically cut
back. Staff worked on a volunteer ba-
sis, and programs were scaled down.

“We had eight to 10 kids (in pro-
grams) where in the past we had 20 or
30,” said Mary Withers, board member.
She said the center ran for these years
off of volunteer support and donations
from community members and small
local organizations.

But in 2007, neighborhood residents
Tina Whitfield and Wayne Dabney be-
gan devoting their time to saving its
future. Through heavy fundraising and
volunteer work, the center remained
open for children and seniors several
days a week.

Then, in October 2008, 11 men con-
tacted Executive Director Patricia
Faggins offering to do various renova-
tions to the center. The men — all of
whom grew up with the Neighbor-
hood Council — worked during their
weekends and spare time to paint both
the interior and exterior of the facility,
wax the floors, install new carpets,
place woodchips in the play area and
plant a new garden in the backyard,
Ms. Faggins said.

The commitment of these men has
inspired yet another generation of
young people to join the center, Ms.
Withers said. The center offers a va-
riety of youth programs, including
summer camps and homework help.
Board members hope to start an after-
school program soon.

“We have just done tons and tons of
fundraising to pay the bills,” Ms.
Quackenbush said. “When the doors
are open, there are people here.”

“Every church in Westfield has been

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on August 26,
2009 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 114 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 79 Lot 4,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Donald and Rosie Markham.

The applicant requests patio don’t know
which is in violation of:

Section 184-110E9 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Bulk vari-
ance; Permitted: 35 %; Present: 34%;
Proposed: 37%.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Donald Markham

114 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 8/13/09, The Times Fee: $33.15

Brigitta Greene for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PHOENIX RISING…Westfield Neighborhood Council board members have
devoted countless hours towards the improvement of their center over the years,
culminating in this year’s renovations. Pictured, left to right, Mary Withers, Lisa
Quackenbush, Tina Whitfield and Executive Director Patricia Faggins brave the
heat this Monday to check on the newest round of ripened cucumbers in the
neighborhood garden.

phenomenal,” Ms. Withers added.
The United Fund of Westfield made

the decision to stop funding the
Westfield Neighborhood Council five
years ago in response to the council’s
debt and uncertain financial future, said
Linda Maggio, executive director of
the United Fund.

“They were living way beyond their
income,” she said, adding that the United
Fund deemed it fiscally irresponsible to
take Westfielders’ contributions for such
a cause.

Yet the thought of closing the center’s
doors never entered the minds of most
board members, Ms. Withers said.
“Never, never, never,” she stated.

“This has always been the heart of
the community,” Ms. Quackenbush said.
“Children can really understand who
they can become.”

Multiple generations of the same
families continue to return to the center,
speaking to its power in community
building. “I lay in my bed,” Ms. Withers
said, “and I think – boy – this is a
wonderful thing.”

The center currently is funded
through grants from Westfield Munici-
pal Alliance/P.A.N.D.A. – a local drug-
awareness group – plus donations and
fundraising events. “We definitely ap-
preciate any support we can get,” Ms.
Withers said.
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CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER

MUSIC STUDIO
424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

     Tel:  908.233.9094

E-mail: carolynklingerkueter@mac.com

Web Site: carolynmusic.com

       STEVE SHEVLINO

     JANET FITTERER

          PHYLLIS TANTAWY

• Piano Preparatory & General 

      Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds

• Piano Lessons for 5 1/2 yr olds and up

• Adult piano lessons

      .....50 years, and STILL counting.

Bethany Verdone Awarded
WF Foundation Grant

GRANT RECIPIENT…Bethany
Verdone is the recipient of a 2009
Westfield Foundation Summer Youth
Employment Grant to work at the
Westfield Summer Workshop.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Summer Workshop, a division of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
has awarded
Bethany Lee
Verdone the Sum-
mer Youth Em-
ployment Grant
from the Westfield
Foundation.

The purpose of
this grant is to en-
able a student in
the community the
opportunity to de-
velop workplace
skills and expand
his or her job op-
p o r t u n i t i e s .
Bethany is work-
ing at the Westfield
Summer Work-
shop as a class-
room aide in the
kindergarten class.
She is also assist-
ing the WSW of-
fice staff members
with their clerical
duties and with public relations.

Bethany is a 2007 graduate of
Westfield High School and will be
entering her sophomore year at
Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania
this fall, studying business manage-
ment.

She has been employed at the

Westfield Summer Workshop since
her freshman year in high school as a
hall monitor and classroom aide. She

has also been an
active member of
the community
throughout her
high school career.

She volunteered
at St. Helen’s Par-
ish in its Religious
Education, Peer
Ministry, Habitat
for Humanity and
Community Food
Bank programs.
She was a transi-
tion leader at
Westfield High
School, helping
freshmen to accli-
mate to high
school life, in ad-
dition to being
heavily involved
in the journalism
program at the
high school as
well.

Bethany said, “It has been such an
honor and a surprise to be picked this
year. I will use the skills I develop in
my future career in business.”

For more information about the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
call (908) 789-9696 or go to
njworshopforthearts.com.

The Nerds Perform in Free
Concert at Oak Ridge Park
CLARK – The Union County Sum-

mer Arts Festival 2009 concert series
continues on Wednesday evening, Au-
gust 19, with music by The Nerds. This
free concert of rock and hit songs will
be performed at Oak Ridge Park in
Clark, beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The Nerds’ brand of rock music and
pop covers, injected with snippets of
humor, has been a winning formula
since the band was formed in 1985. The
Nerds have been performing for nearly
25 years, playing venues from the jer-
sey shore to the PNC Bank Arts Center
and Carnegie Hall.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs,
to answer questions and offer informa-
tion about programs and services that

are available to Union County resi-
dents.

The 2009 Summer Arts Festival
weekly concert series will conclude on
Wednesday evening, August 26, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m., when The Sensa-
tional Soul Cruisers will perform at
Echo Lake Park on the border of
Mountainside and Westfield. Lawn
chairs, blankets and picnic baskets are
encouraged. Refreshments and snacks
will be available from vendors.

In case of rain, concerts will be held
at the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, on West End
Place off Springfield Avenue in
Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For rain informa-
tion, call the Union County Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal at (908) 558-4079 or visit
ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html.

Pop/Rock Cover Band Features Officer Wolfson
WESTFIELD – Playback, a four-

piece pop/rock cover band based in
Westfield, will play two free hometown
shows in August at Mindowaskin Park.

The band will play tonight, August
13, and a week from tonight, August
20; both performances are scheduled
for 7 p.m. at 425 East Broad Street. To
learn more, visit westfieldnj.gov.

Formed in July 2008, Playback fea-
tures drummer Chris Wolfson, a long-
time Westfield police officer. He previ-

ously played with singer/songwriter
Bruce Tunkel, formerly the leader of
The Red House.

Playback’s other members are gui-
tarist/singer Scott Finter of Westfield,
bassist/singer Chris Junior of Manville
and guitarist/singer Joe Ward of Brook-
lyn. The band’s repertoire includes
songs made famous by The Beatles,
The Rolling Stones, Tom Petty, The
Box Tops and Creedence Clearwater
Revival.

ALL WORK AND NO PLAY...Playback, from left to right, are Chris Wolfson,
Scott Finter, Joe Ward and Chris Junior. The band will perform tonight, and a
week from tonight, at Mindowaskin Park.

Slabs of Butter and Salt Are All in Good
Taste at David Burke’s Cooking Demo

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader and The Times
HOLD THE SALT...? In the hands of
restaurateur, cookbook author and
former Scotch Plains resident David
Burke is a giant slab of sodium chloride
cut from the mountains in northern
Pakistan. The smooth-as-glass blocks,
which shimmer like pink marble, are
used for seasoning as well as cooking,
and also line the walls of his NYC mid-
town restaurant, David Burke
Townhouse.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Leader and The Times
STEAM, SAUTE AND DRILL...Restaurateur David Burke, center, and execu-
tive chef Sylvain Delpique give a lesson in clambaking and make a lobster “really
angry” on day two of the Summit Wine and Food Festival. Mr. Burke demon-
strated how to make handles on cobs of corn with a power drill and used an
ordinary paint can to clambake. The extended weekend food and wine extrava-
ganza was held at the Grand Summit Hotel in late July.

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Julia Child
isn’t the only chef to believe that the
magic ingredient in a great dish
is…butter. According to David Burke,
“lots of salt and lots of butter” are the

reasons why restaurant food tastes so
good. The former Scotch Plains resi-
dent, author and restaurateur made
clambaking look like a piece of cake,
and made a lobster really angry, at the
Summit Grand Hotel on July 25.

The event was part of an extended
weekend of pairings, tastings, semi-
nars and book signings at the Summit
Wine and Food Festival, held July 24

to 26, spearheaded by Ivan Ruiz, of
The Wine List of Summit. Celebrity
chefs and wine makers from the
country’s leading restaurants partici-
pated throughout the three-day inau-
gural affair.

Ala Food Network-style, Mr. Burke

held a Saturday morning class in a
private room at the hotel, in a make-
shift cooking studio with Sylvain
Delpique, in tow. Mr. Delpique is
executive chef of David Burke
Townhouse, Mr. Burke’s flagship
midtown eatery.

The masters steamed clams in an
ordinary paint can and carved handles
on cobs of corn with a power drill in

front of an audience of about 40 “self-
professed foodies.” Mr. Burke re-
vealed that, on a daily basis, his chefs
use up about three to four pounds of
butter each.

His namesake, David Burke
Townhouse, is located at 133 East 61st
Street in Manhattan. Mr. Burke oper-
ates several other restaurants in and
around New York City, including Fish-
tail on East 62nd Street, Burke in a
Box at Bloomingdales on 3rd Avenue,
Fromagerie in Rumson and others in
Chicago, Las Vegas and Connecticut.

Next to butter, large quantities of
salt are also an important part of the
recipe for success. Mr. Burke’s Chi-
cago restaurant, Primehouse, has an
entire cellar lined with salt, mined
from the Himalayan mountains of
Pakistan, to dry age his beef.

Pink marble slabs of salt are beau-
tiful things, too,
and will adorn the
walls behind his
bar at the newly
r e n o v a t e d
Townhouse restau-
rant. Mr. Burke
said, “The organic
nature (of salt) pu-
rifies the air.”

Many came far
and wide to attend
the three-day food-
and-wine extrava-
ganza. Raisa
Hernadez of Mi-
ami told The
Westfield Leader
and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
Times, “my sister
(Ivette Ferreira of
New York) asked
me to share this
event with her,
knowing how
much we both en-
joy seafood.” The
siblings were also
accompanied by
their parents, and
are originally from
Puerto Rico.

Their commitment was well re-
warded. Mr. Burke prepared enough
for everyone to grab a bite of the
clambake and a taste of “Angry Lob-
ster” (sans bed of nails), made fa-
mous at his New York City restaurant.
Normally, the lobster is served im-
paled on a florist’s frog. But time was
of the essence at the demonstration,
and the elaborate presentation, too
time consuming.

Mr. Burke told the audience that he
got his inspiration for Angry Lobster
after having to create an Indian-in-
spired dish, conjuring up images of
the stereotypical yogi lying on a bed
of nails.

Butter and salt aside, Mr. Burke
said, “It’s all about the spice and the
freshness of the lobster,” and noted
the current price of lobster being a
particularly good deal.

Part of the recipe for the entrée
called for chili oil, a staple not likely
found in the grocery store. He re-
marked, “We don’t throw anything
out at the restaurant.” Even the husks,
mushrooms stems and skins from
chilis are used to flavor oils as well as
the shells from lobster and ginger
skins. Mr. Burke remarked, “anything
we can reduce down, we save.”

In his book, “Cooking With David
Burke,” there is an
entire chapter,
“Small Things/
Large Flavors” de-
voted to the basics
of making your
own seasonings,
including gussied-
up oils.

Throughout the
hour-long class,
Mr. Burke tossed
in cooking tips in
liberal amounts,
generously shar-
ing his skill, pas-
sion and knowl-
edge, fielding
questions from the
audience.

He advised,
“Don’t waste oil
while making
pasta, use salt in-
stead.” Later in the
day, he signed cop-
ies of his second
book, “David
Burke’s New
American Clas-
sics.”

But the best part
about Mr. Burke

may be his mantra. Wrapping things
up, he said, “The fun thing about
cooking is that you can do whatever
you want.” He added, “Don’t be in-
timidated with recipes.”

Just to be on the safe side, you
might want to take a look at his cook-
books. Or, visit davidburke.com,
where you’ll find the recipe for An-
gry Lobster (including the chili oil),
and so much more.
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Westfield Summer Fun

By JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Here are some rea-
sons why Westfield is a great town in
which to live during the summer:

Tuesday jazz nights, concerts at
Echo Lake and Mindowaskin Parks,
sidewalk sales and plenty of outdoor
dining. It is a happening place filled
with interesting and diverse events
that attract people for miles around.

Attending the outdoor evening
events is fun, and certainly, enjoying
dinner at one of the many outdoor
restaurants can add to the evening’s
pleasure. Unfortunately, in this
economy, many folks are looking for
simple meals to prepare before head-
ing out. Hamburgers and hot dogs
with salads are always easy but, at
this point in the season, a little bor-
ing.

Outdoor cooking doesn’t have to
be so dull. Here are a few recipes to
prepare on the grill. The first is Steak
Fajitas with a Cherry Tomato /Avo-
cado Salsa. The meat is marinated in
a spicy rub. The prep time is quick –
as long as the salsa is made in ad-
vance.

The second recipe employs the
same ingredients for the rub but is an
entirely different dish. The Chicken
Fajita Shish Kebob is a wonderful
fusion dish having its roots in the
mideast and the southwestern part of
the United States.

Caution must be exercised here, as
these dishes are for fans of hot and
spicy. I am not in this group. Actually,
I need a fan for my mouth after eating
these dishes. However, my test audi-
ence thought it was one of the best
rubs ever.

For those who prefer their food on
the milder side, cut down on the white
and black pepper or marinate in a ¼
cup of lime juice, six ounces of beer,
two tablespoons of brown sugar and
three minced garlic cloves. However,
for you “burn-your-mouth-out” lov-
ers, stick to the recipe. You will love
it.

Steak Fajitas
INGREDIENTS

1 tablespoon white pepper
1 tablespoon chili powder

1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 ½+ 1 teaspoons kosher salt

1 ½teaspoons paprika
1 1/2 teaspoons black pepper

1 ½ pounds skirt steak
4 large whole-wheat tortillas

PROCEDURE
     In a small bowl, mix together the white
pepper, chili powder, garlic powder, 1 1/2
teaspoons kosher salt, paprika and black pep-
per. Rub both sides of the steak and refrigerate
for 2-24 hours. Grill over a medium heat on the
barbecue grill for 10 minutes per side or until

desired temperature is achieved. Grill the tor-
tillas for 2 minutes per side. Thinly slice the
steak. Fill the tortilla with the steak and Cherry
Tomato/Avocado Salsa.

Yield: 4

Cherry Tomato/
Avocado Salsa
INGREDIENTS

2 cloves garlic, minced
1 ripe avocado, diced

½ cup cilantro, chopped
1 tablespoon lime juice

2 tablespoons + 2 tablespoons olive
oil

Salt and Pepper to taste
2 onions, thinly sliced

2 cups cherry tomatoes, cut in half
horizontally

1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 teaspoon crushed red pepper

PROCEDURE
     In a medium bowl, add the garlic, avocado,
cilantro, limejuice, 2 tablespoons olive oil, salt
and pepper. Cover and chill for at least 30
minutes. Preheat the oven to 450. Place the
onions and tomatoes on a large cookie sheet.
Drizzle with the remaining 2 tablespoons olive
oil, salt and crushed red pepper. Roast for 25
minutes, mixing once.

Spicy Chicken
Fajita Kebobs
INGREDIENTS

Fajita rub (see Steak Fajita recipe)
1½ pounds thick cut chicken

breasts
2 zucchinis, cut into one inch

chunks
2 onions, slivered lengthwise

2 tablespoons olive oil
Dash of salt

PROCEDURE
Prepare the rub. Dredge the chicken in

the rub and let marinate for at least 30 min-
utes. Combine the zucchinis and onions.
Drizzle with the olive oil and salt. Let mari-
nate for at least 15 minutes. Thread a piece of
onion followed by 1 piece of chicken (use 2
pieces, if the chicken is cut thin), followed
by an onion and a chunk of zucchini. Repeat
at least once. Separate the chicken and veg-
etables on the skewers when grilling. Grill
over a medium flame for 15 minutes with the
lid closed.

Yield : 6 to 7 kebobs

Spicy Chicken Shish Kebobs

SYFY to Reveal Ghostly
Secrets of Eliz. Courthouse

Celebration Singers To Hold Auditions

THE SUPER NATURAL…In the final scene of an upcoming episode of “Ghost
Hunters,” the popular SyFy cable TV series that goes in search of the paranormal,
members of the “Ghost Hunters” team met with Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich, left, in the records room at the Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth.
While the staff at “Ghost Hunters” will not breathe a word of what they found
involving the ghost of Hannah Caldwell and other unexplained phenomena
reported at the courthouse complex — they are contractually bound to silence —
Sheriff Froehlich said he promised the crew he would not disclose anything they
said until the show aired, which is now set for September 16.

CRANFORD – The Celebration
Singers, a 50-member mixed chorus,
will hold auditions on August 18 and
25, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Cranford
United Methodist at Walnut and Lin-
coln Avenues. Director Sean Berg en-
courages interested tenors to try out.

The choir, open to singers 18 and

older, rehearses on Tuesdays from 8 to
10 p.m. According to the choir’s presi-
dent, Regina Bielen, “Our goal is to
provide quality musical programs that
feature a wide range of musical styles
and to present music to those who may
not have the ability to see and hear it
elsewhere.”

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

COUNTY – According to “Ghost
Hunters” – the SyFy(CQ) Channel’s
popular show that searches for the para-
normal – their findings about the Union
County Courthouse’s infamous ghost,
originally expected to air in August,
will now run on September 16.

“The Ghost Hunters” crew spent sev-
eral nights at the Elizabeth courthouse
in the spring searching for evidence of
any paranormal activity, but as to what
they found, no one at the show is offer-
ing any hints as to what viewers will
see.

“I could lose my job if I said too
much,” said Seth Laderman, a co-
producer at “Ghost Hunters.”

Mr. Laderman was in Chicago with
the paranormal team investigating re-
ports of odd happenings at a commu-
nity center when he was reached for an
update on the Union County episode.

While the show has an airdate that
could still change again, he said if the
date has not changed by September 1,
in all likelihood, it would not be re-
scheduled at the last minute.

Mr. Laderman said he still believes
fans of “Ghost Hunters” will not be
disappointed when they tune in to see
what the crew found when they vis-
ited the courthouse, located in the
heart of the city’s downtown.

Hannah Caldwell was interred in
the church cemetery next to the court-
house. She was buried next to her
husband, the Rev. James Caldwell, a
strident revolutionary known as the
Fighting Parson. However, the cir-
cumstances of her death, more than
two centuries ago, remains the sub-
ject of historical dispute.

By some accounts, she was mistaken
for a sniper by a British redcoat, while
other reports say the killing was retali-
ation for her husband’s activities.

Some historians have even sug-
gested it could have just been a stray
shot from either side. Regardless, her

death was used to rally the area’s
farmers, who until that point, had
remained fairly ambivalent about the
revolution.

Mr. Laderman said that when the
“Ghost Hunters” investigate the site
of a suspected paranormal activity,
the crew brings a host of electronic
equipment, from EMF detectors,
which record the presence of electro
magnetic fields, to special recorders
that pick up sounds inaudible to the
human ear.

They will also come with night-
vision cameras equipped to film in
the dark, along with cameras equipped
with thermal sensors.

There is one person not on the
“Ghost Hunters” staff who does know
what they found – Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich. At the end of
every “Ghost Hunters” episode is a
segment called the reveal, where
someone from the site under investi-
gation is told the findings of the staff’s
inquiry.

Sheriff Froehlich, who is respon-
sible for courthouse security and spent
time with the “Ghost Hunters” filling
them in on the history of the building,
was the staff’s first choice to partici-
pate in the reveal, and he accepted.

However, as to what he was told in
that final scene, filmed in the records
room where deeds and mortgages are
filed, Sheriff Froehlich also will not
say.

“I made them a promise that I would
not discuss any of what they told me
until after the show aired. And I am a
man of my word,” he said. “I know
there’s a great deal of curiosity out
there about this. People have been
stopping me on the street. I’ve gotten
numerous phone calls. But everyone
is just going to have to wait. I’m sorry.
But I promised and as much as I
would love to talk about it, I just
can’t.”


