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MOMENT IN CANDLELIGHT...Approximately 100 people gather at the corner
of North Avenue and East Broad Street in Westfield on Monday evening for a
candlelight vigil in memory of Kirk Kinkade, who was struck by a car and killed
there one week earlier.
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Lance Rally at Westfield:
‘Tax Day Bad Day For NJ’

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th, Union) held a news conference
Wednesday – Tax Day – at the Westfield
Post Office to call for the end of sky-
rocketing federal, state and local taxes
that “unfairly burden New Jersey tax-
payers.”

“Today is Tax Day, and for millions
of America’s working families, that
means it’s time to pay the taxman. Here
in New Jersey, our working families
know much, far too much, about paying
the taxman,” said Rep. Lance. “Garden
State residents have one of the highest
costs of living in the country – including
skyrocketing federal, state and local
taxes. This year, New Jersey taxpayers
– myself included – are saying ‘enough
is enough.’ From the Governor’s Man-
sion in Princeton to the White House in
Washington, our executive branch lead-
ers are proposing to raise taxes on New
Jersey families who simply can’t take it
anymore.”

Rep. Lance also announced his plans
to introduce legislation to protect the
mortgage interest tax deduction for more
than 170,000 New Jersey tax filers.

He said that the President’s budget, as
currently written, unfairly targets tens
of thousands of Seventh Congressional
District homeowners who already face
one of the highest costs of living in the
nation – especially through skyrocket-
ing income and property taxes. He said
the President’s fiscal year 2010 budget
proposes to reduce the mortgage deduc-
tion from 35 to 28 percent on those
households making more than $250,000.

“My constituents are not ‘super rich.’

They are hard-working, middle-class
families facing some of the highest
taxes in the country,” said Mr. Lance at
the Westfield Post Office. “The mort-
gage tax deduction allows New Jersey’s
homeowners to keep more of what
they earn. It makes absolutely no sense
to propose raising taxes on homeowners
and home buyers at a time of economic
crisis.”

According to the National Associa-
tion of Realtors (NAR), more than
173,000 New Jersey tax filers earn
enough to be adversely affected by the
proposed cut — the fifth highest total
in the nation. NJ-NAR President Diane
Dilzell supported Rep. Lance at the
event, saying, “In a costly state like
New Jersey, limiting the amount of
mortgage interest a family can deduct
from their taxes will have a significant
negative impact on housing recovery
efforts and limit many people’s ability
to enter the housing market. We greatly
appreciate Congressman Lance’s ef-
forts on behalf of New Jersey’s realtors
and homeowners.”

Rep. Lance also talked with taxpay-
ers mailing their federal tax returns at
the Westfield post office.

According to the Americans for Tax
Reform, New Jersey taxpayers will
spend 211 days a year working just to
cover the cost of government – the
second highest burden nationally. New
Jersey also has the highest state and
local tax burden, the second highest
business tax burden, and the state col-
lects more property taxes per capita
than any other jurisdiction.

David Finn (WF)

Jane Clancy (WF)

Karen Kulikowski (SP)

Russell Graham (GW)

Adele Lewis (GW)

Betty Anne Woerner (SP)

Norman “Trip” Whitehouse (SP)

Richard Mattessich (WF) Barbara Greet  (GW)

Kathy Monteiro (WF) Michael McLane (WF)

Mountainside BOE

Mary Beth Schaumberg, Incumb.
Jorge Batista

Mary Beth Schaumberg (MS-I)
Jorge Batista (MS), no photo

CANDIDATES...Voters will choose members to open seats on local school boards of education on Tuesday as well as decide
on school budgets. Except in Westfield, area candidates shown above are unopposed.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
BUGGED BUNNY...Rain all but washed out the annual Lions Club Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. A hearty family ducks into
the gazebo to pose and have fun with the hare.

Voters to Decide on School Budgets;
WF Sees Five Cand. for Three Seats

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Area voters will go to the
polls this Tuesday, April 21, to decide
the fate of school budgets and choose
board of education members for local
school boards. Westfield voters will
choose between five candidates for three
seats on the board of education (BOE).
There are no competitive races in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) for three board
seats or for two seats each on the
Garwood and Mountainside school
boards.

Westfield residents will vote on a
school tax levy of $78.2 million in sup-
port of an overall budget of $89.5 mil-
lion for an average increase of $234 for
a home assessed at $180,000. Polls in
Westfield will be open from 7 a.m. to 9
p.m. Polls in all other towns will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

In Westfield, incumbent Jane Clancy,
David Finn, Richard Mattessich,
Michael McLane and Kathy Monteiro

are seeking three seats on the nine-
member board.

Ms. Clancy serves on the BOE’s
curriculum, facilities, community out-
reach and technology committees. She
is also liaison to the Parent-Teacher
Council’s Special Education Commit-
tee, Tamaques School and Lincoln
School. She previously served as liai-
son to the Westfield Memorial Library.

In seeking a second term, Ms. Clancy
pointed to her experience as a BOE
member in hiring a new superinten-
dent, a high school principal, the re-
opening of Lincoln School as an Early
Childhood Learning Center, renova-
tions at Roosevelt Intermediate School
and the placement of energy efficient
windows at Edison Intermediate
School.

A 24-year town resident, Ms. Clancy
has served 23 years as a preschool
teacher at the Presbyterian Nursery
School in Westfield. She is in her 22nd
year of directing a variety show num-

ber at Tamaques. She also sits on the
board at the Nomahegan Swim Club.

Ms. Clancy attended Keene State
College in New Hampshire, majoring
in early childhood education. The can-
didate and her husband, Robert, have
seven children, three who have gradu-
ated from Westfield High School
(WHS), two currently in WHS, one in
Edison and one in Tamaques.

A Westfield resident since 1996, Mr.
Mattessich and his wife, Michelle, have
two daughters attending Washington
Elementary School. Mr. Mattessich is
serving a second term as the Parent-
Teacher Organization treasurer and
member of the executive board of the
Washington School PTO.

Mr. Mattessich received his under-
graduate degree in accounting from
Georgetown University, a Masters of
Business Administration in finance
from New York University and a law
degree from the University of Texas
School of Law. Since 2005, the candi-
date has worked as associate general
counsel and assistant corporate secre-
tary of The Dun and Bradstreet Corpo-
ration, an international provider of busi-
ness information and commercial in-
sight. He also worked as a CPA early in
his career.

Mr. Mattessich said his “strong legal,
business and financial background”
would allow him to “lead with a sense
of fiscal responsibility and transpar-
ency as a BOE member.”

A Westfielder since 2000, Mr. Finn
and his wife, Marybeth, have four chil-
dren – a third-grader at Washington
School, a seventh-grader at Roosevelt,
a senior at St. Peter’s Prep and a college
freshman at The College of the Holy
Cross in Worcester, Mass.

Mr. Finn has a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in economics from Villanova Uni-
versity and a master’s degree in busi-
ness administration with a concentra-
tion in marketing from Rutgers Univer-
sity Graduate School of Management.
He has been employed in professional
services sales and marketing for 17
years and is currently a consultant at
Towers Perrin in New York City, a
human resources consulting business
specializing in compensation, benefits
and change management consulting to
Fortune 500 companies.

The candidate listed issues such as
increased enrollment, a budget short-
fall and decreased state aid as the main
issues the BOE needs to address.

“These issues can be dealt with ef-
fectively through creative problem solv-
ing, strong leadership, an open and
inclusive process, fiscal responsibility
and direct and thorough communica-
tion,” Mr. Finn said.

Eighteen-year Westfield resident Ms.
Monteiro has 20-plus years of higher
education experience in the field of
architecture, construction, capital plan-
ning and budget. She is director of
construction administration for New
Jersey City University (formerly Jer-
sey City University). She previously
held positions as director of campus
planning at Kean University, director
of architectural services at Montclair
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Council Introduces $40 Million
Budget, 5.5 Percent Tax Increase

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, the town
council’s finance policy committee,
through its chairman, Sal Caruana, in-
troduced a $39.65 million budget for
2009, a $1.77 million (4.69 percent)
increase in expenses from last year.
Despite the budget’s inclusion of a 3.5
percent reduction in town personnel,
Mr. Caruana, at the conclusion of his
presentation, said the town is “com-
pelled to consider additional employee
layoffs in 2009 and the elimination of
positions in every area of our
workforce.”

As a result, the council endorsed, at
the committee’s behest, a proposal ask-
ing all employees under collective bar-
gaining agreements (CBAs) to con-
sider waiving compensation or their
first two vacation days in 2009.

The recommended tax increase in
Westfield is 6.12 percent ($1.35 mil-
lion). Due to increases in taxable

ratables, through new construction and
property improvements, the average
Westfield home assessed at $184,600
will incur a net 5.5 percent increase,
amounting to a $127 hike in Westfield
taxes for municipal services.

Nearly 60 percent of the budget will
be funded through a property tax levy
of $23.4 million. State aid ($4 million)
makes up another 10 percent slice of
the budget pie. Mr. Caruana said the
town incurred a “significant” decline in
state aid, which plummeted $316,000
this year.

Another 12 percent of the overall
budget will be funded through using
$4.8 million of the surplus, which Mr.
Caruana said is “declining at a rapid
pace.” Mr. Caruana criticized “perverse
thinking from Trenton” as “punishing”
towns like Westfield, who he said have
been fiscally prudent and now must
spend through their savings.

Compounding the difficult budget-
ary cycle, last year, the town was almost
$230,000 below its targeted revenue
figure. That was caused primarily by
three factors. One, interest rates plunged,
and the town incurred a $382,000 loss
in earned interest. On top of that, con-
struction fees were down $54,000, and
parking revenue was $63,000 less than
expected.

Statutory (required) expenses are up
$1.45 million, a 10.14 increase over
2008. When broken down, the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority’s assess-
ment, up over $1 million, accounts for

more than 70 percent of the statutory
expenditure increase.

The town’s contribution to the Public
Employees’ Retirement System (PERS)
rose by $144,000 in 2009. The munici-
pal library, funded through a state for-
mula, will see a $60,000 increase in
2009.

“Before the finance committee even
has discretion, we are dealt some seri-
ous blows,” Mr. Caruana said. “We’re
down $1.7 million from the get-go
[when statutory expenditures and a re-
duction in state aid are factored to-
gether].”

Wage increases for the four CBAs
were originally slated at $665,000; how-
ever, they were pared down to $216,000
after six full-time and two part-time
positions were chopped and two full-
time positions were reduced to part-
time.

Asked after the meeting to break
down the cuts, Town Administrator Jim
Gildea did not want to give specifics but
said layoffs and reductions came in the
areas of the Department of Public Works
(two), police (two – Detective Sandra
Chambers’ position will be lost to attri-
tion and a civilian will be terminated),
fire (one), finance (one), recreation
(one), engineering (one) and the court
(one). The town employs roughly 230
workers, more than 80 percent of whom
are members of CBAs.

Mr. Caruana said the budget “pre-
serves the services Westfield residents

BOE Hears Curriculum
Update On Music, Driving

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A curriculum up-
date on the music program and the
newly instituted Theory of Driving pro-
gram was heard at Tuesday’s board of
education meeting.

Linda King from the department of
fine arts said the department has looked
at its past curriculum and trends.

“We’re one of the only middle schools
that have music and offer it every day,”
she said.

She said that music also has the ben-
efit of teaching children public speak-
ing skills.

Music is required for sixth and sev-
enth graders, whereas eighth graders
can choose it as an elective.

The fourth- and fifth-grade program
has 688 students enrolled in band and
238 string students.

The high school has 77 in mixed
choir and 66 in concert choir.

Kenneth Horn, vocal music teacher
at Edison Intermediate School, spoke
about the grades 6 to 8 choral pro-
grams, which he said have “raised the
bar quite a bit as far as skills.”

The program “incorporates the in-
fluence of immigrant cultures,” he said,
by “exposing singing in as many lan-
guages as we can get them to do.”

Bill Mathews, high school choral

music teacher, gave an update on the
high school choral music program.
Mixed chorus, a non-auditioning group,
has changed from a four-credit course
to five credits, taking it to a five-day-a-
week class, the same as Bella Chora, an
advanced women’s chorus.

Concert Choir is an advanced large
group with two smaller group offerings
– the choraliers and the chorale for
juniors and seniors only. It is offered for
two hours daily.

“What our students do in music goes
beyond curriculum,” Mr. Matthews said,
as the choir takes college field trips to
the Symphonic Choir at Westminster to
watch it rehearse.

He said the choir also plans to per-
form at Carnegie Hall next November
as part of a 200-person chorus led by
local conductor Candice Wicke.

Margaret McFadden, physical edu-
cation coordinator, presented Theory
of Driving, part of the physical educa-
tion and health program. It was offered
this year in the fall as a pilot program
that taught 30 sophomore students in
two different marking periods.

She said she was “very excited” that
56 of 60 students passed the permit test,
and that all 60 passed the course.

She recommended it only be offered
in the spring next year, and increasing
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TAX PROTEST...Congressman Leonard Lance, who represents the Seventh
District in New Jersey, holds a tax protest rally Wednesday afternoon at the
Westfield Post Office as last-minute filers mail their federal income tax forms on
the April 15 deadline.
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expect and which add to their quality of
life.” He said when looking at neighbor-
ing communities, who saw larger tax in-
creases coupled with reductions in ser-
vices, “Westfield has succeeded in our
task.”

Mr. Caruana said, however, that the
process “does not end” with the adoption
of this budget. The council “must create
additional savings in 2009” and prepare
to close the budget gap in 2010 by reduc-
ing the size of government.

The council endorsed a measure ask-
ing all employees of CBAs to consider
waiving compensation for their first two
vacation days in 2009. For example, a
participating employee who took a week’s
vacation (five business days) would re-
ceive a check for three days.

If there was 100 percent employee par-
ticipation in this program, the savings
would be about $140,000 and enough
money to avoid cutting four to five addi-
tional employees in 2009. Mr. Caruana
said this method was deemed preferable
rather than asking employees to work two
days without pay.

However, “to be clear, this voluntary
program will not prevent further employee
reductions in 2009; it will not save the
town from the need to begin 2010 with
even fewer employees than we have to-
day.”

When asked after the meeting, Mr.
Caruana said he anticipates two more
rounds of personnel cuts this year.

Mr. Caruana said all committee mem-
bers “feel terrible about sending any of
our employees out into the job market in
this awful economy….but downsizing is
not a task we face by choice, but by
necessity.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said he wanted to confirm
with Mr. Caruana that this was not a
“negotiation.”

Indeed, Mr. Caruana reiterated that,
“this is not a negotiation. This is a volun-
tary request. Any savings gets put back
into maintaining positions [slated to be
lost].”

Third Ward Councilman and finance
committee member David Haas said the
town is using more than half of its sale of
assets account, derived from selling off
town-owned parcels of land, and “has no
option to balance things in the same way
next year.”

“We have to find a way to cut expenses.
It’s not something we like, but it has to be
unfair to some people,” he said. “It’s the
unfair reality of the situation.”

Fellow Third Ward councilman and
finance committee member Mark
Ciarrocca concurred that the town’s vol-
untary request to the unions is the “fairest
way” to handle the issue.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said she “dares anyone” to find
“more creative ways” to handle the short-
fall.

The budget will be formally introduced
to the public next week; afterwards be-
gins a 45-day public-comment period be-
fore the budget is adopted sometime in
early June.

Democratic Mayoral candidate Bill
Brennan attended the meeting and com-
mented during the public’s opportunity to
speak.

First, Mr. Brennan “commended the
people who attend the finance meetings;
it is a grueling task.”

Mr. Brennan wanted to confirm that if
the $2.1 million from the sale of assets
account were not utilized, taxes would go
up more than 12 percent.

When told that figure was close to

accurate, he went on: “When you put up
your Power Point and go on TV-36 and
speak with The Leader, can you explain
to taxpayers that if you didn’t use your
savings account to pay the operating bud-
get, taxes would go up 12 percent?” Mr.
Brennan asked.

“I think I made that clear in my presen-
tation,” responded Mr. Caruana, who said
he would make the point in future public
discussions.”

When First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena questioned Mr. Brennan as to his
point, he replied, “[Peter] Echausse, when
he was a member of the finance commit-
tee, was adamant that the sale of assets
fund absolutely not be used to decrease
taxes…it was sacrosanct. The mayor
[Skibitsky] referred to it [in his previous
debate with Tom Jardim four years ago]
as Enron-type accounting to use the fund
to artificially keep taxes down.”

Mr. Brennan continued, “Your mayor
pledged to make dramatic cuts to the
budget before using the sale of assets
fund.”

“We have done that,” Mr. Arena re-
sponded. “We’re dealing with times the
planet has never seen.”

“When people around this table ran for
office, they made promises to the public
that they would not use that sale of assets
fund to keep down taxes,” Mr. Brennan
retorted. “…you should let the public
know that this council has dramatically
changed its practices.”

“Those are good points,” Mr. Caruana
replied, “but there’s something very im-
portant that you’re missing…the budget
rules, the impositions we are operating
under [4 percent levy cap], began last
year and are very different than what it
was three, four or five years ago…We
have to use it or lose it…we’re doing what
we can to deliver a tax rate that spares
taxpayers more hardship.”

Mr. Caruana then quoted Wall Street
investor Bernard Baruch, who once said,
“When the facts change, I reserve the
right to change my mind.”

“I never would have dreamed, even
two years ago,” Mr. Caruana said, “that
we would be thinking about voluntary
contributions from our employees, but
you know what? We didn’t invent it. This
is the economic reality we live in.”

Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
asked Mr. Brennan: “Is it safe to assume
that you object to the town’s use of the
sale of assets account?”

“My role here, as a member of the
public, is to ask you questions; your role
is not to ask me questions,” he replied.
“I’m not going to answer your questions.”

Town attorney Robert Cockren re-
minded both gentlemen that there is a
three-minute time limit for the public to
ask questions and that the time is not
meant to be used to foster a debate be-
tween elected officials and the public.

the number of marking periods to eventu-
ally open it up to all students. Ms.
McFadden said that, currently, only one
teacher is certified to teach the course.
She encouraged more teachers to get cer-
tified so that the teacher also can have
time to spend teaching physical educa-
tion. She additionally said that the “physi-
cal education department is understaffed.”

The program also was offered to jun-
iors this spring, but due to low turnout,
since most already have their driving
permits, she recommended not offering it
next year. In addition, through her re-
search, it was found that it is a “course
commonly taught only to sophomores.”

Anita O’Neal, assistant superintendent
of curriculum, spoke about the Practical
Arts program, which includes Family Life
and Consumer Arts courses such as Mod-
ern Food, which a majority of students
take, Advanced Food, Child Growth and
Development, TV Production and Busi-
ness.

She said the department is looking at
elements of finance planning and eco-
nomics courses.

Practical Arts is a one-year required
program.

After the update on curriculum, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan gave
an update on the school district goals.
Last year, the board decided the district
should focus on assessing the new special
education Leaps and Bounds program, an
assessment of which the board presented
to the public in November.

Future initiatives include preparing a
plan, “already in the works,” she said, for
the larger class sizes expected for the
2011-2012 school year. She also sug-
gested the board consider developing a

community survey over the summer and
conduct it in October, to “have a good
sense of what the community as a whole
is interested in.”

The personnel section of the agenda
included approval of compensation, in the
total amount of $2,200, to five staff mem-
bers for their help in the Edison Intermedi-
ate School 2009 Spring Musical. Anne
Riegel, board member, said she “thought
we were not going to do those types of
payments that were non-stipended.”

Ms. Dolan responded, “not to my
memory,” but she said she did “remem-
ber the discussion.”

Richard Solomon, board member, said
he is still in talks with the Boosters about
their idea of hanging banner ads on the
fields, and expects to see a sample in the
coming weeks.

Julia Walker, board vice-president,
motioned for a final reading on the Spe-
cial Education and Surrogate Parents and
Foster Parents policies.

Also on the agenda was the out-of-
district placement budget schedule, which
Ginny Leiz, board president, noted “went
up 8 percent.”

Business Administrator Bob Berman
said the district “did not receive all the
state aid” the board budgeted for the year.

He also talked about how the state has
given all districts the “opportunity to de-
fer 50 percent of its pension obligation” at
interest.

He said he would recommend defer-
ring but would like to analyze it further.

In the beginning of the meeting, Ms. Leiz
presented a framed resolution commemo-
rating the service to the board of education
of Ms. Riegel and Beth Cassie, both of
whom are stepping down from their posts.
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Westfield Town Council

Westfield
Tuesday, April 7, Stella B. Kennon, 34,

of Plainfield was arrested on the 600 block
of West South Avenue on a Clifton traffic
warrant. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released after posting $89 bail.

Tuesday, April 7, Jorge F. Quinche, 25, of
Newark was arrested and charged with hin-
dering apprehension for allegedly providing
false information to police after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation at Central Av-
enue and Clifton Street. He was released on
his own recognizance with a summons.

Wednesday, April 8, Darryl Smith, 46,
of Plainfield was arrested on the 400
block of West South Avenue on outstand-
ing warrants after being stopped for not
wearing his seatbelt. They included a
traffic warrant for $1,313 and a criminal
warrant for $750, both from Piscataway,
and a criminal warrant for $500 from
Plainfield. He also was wanted on an
outstanding no-bail criminal warrant is-
sued by the Greensboro, N.C. police de-
partment.

Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Piscataway
Police Department because he could not
post bail. Greensboro authorities would
not extradite Smith on their charges. Smith
was issued traffic summonses for failure
to wear a seatbelt and operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended driver’s license.

Wednesday, April 8, the owner of a
property on the 100 block of New Street
reported multiple acts of criminal mis-
chief had occurred at the property some-
time within a period of several weeks
before the report was made. While exten-
sive vandalism to the interior of a build-
ing there was reported, the value of the
damage was unknown.

The following day, four male juveniles –
all from Westfield – were arrested and charged
with criminal trespass for allegedly causing
the damage. They reportedly were discov-
ered at the New Street property and subse-
quently fled the scene. Police arrested them
in the downtown Westfield area and trans-
ported them to headquarters, where they
were processed and released to their parents.
The matter is under investigation by the
police department’s Juvenile Bureau.

Wednesday, April 8, after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, Kyle
Fleming, 20, of Westfield was arrested at
East Broad Street near Elm Street on an
outstanding Piscataway traffic warrant
for $140. Fleming was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Anthony Rosei, 21,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $99 after
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Euclid Avenue. He was released after
posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Keith Autocunas, 30,
of North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia after
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Clark Street. He was released on his own
recognizance.

Thursday, April 9, a residence on the 700
block of Willow Grove Road was burglar-
ized sometime between April 4 and 9. An
X-box video game console, laptop com-
puter, iPod docking station, Bose radio sys-
tem, multiple video games and $400 in cash
were taken from the home.

Thursday, April 9, a resident of the 800
block of Harding Street reported that his
motor vehicle was damaged through crimi-
nal mischief while it was parked in the street
sometime between April 8 and 9. The rear
window was smashed and the driver side
mirror was damaged.

Thursday, April 9, Jeffrey Kiernan, 30,
of Roselle Park was arrested at West South
and Summit Avenues on a charge of hinder-
ing apprehension and an outstanding crimi-
nal warrant from Greenwich Township for
$1,500. Kiernan allegedly gave police of-
ficers a false name during a traffic stop. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, issued a summons for hindering
apprehension and turned over to the Green-
wich Township Police Department.

Sunday, April 12, Bruce Munoz, 22, of
North Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at North Avenue and Crossway
Place and charged with hindering appre-
hension. Munoz allegedly provided false
information to police. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released with summonses.

Monday, April 13, Kevin Chamberlin,
30, of Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested on an
outstanding Flemington Township traffic
warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle stop
in the area of North Avenue and Tuttle
Parkway. He was released on his own re-
cognizance with a court date pending.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 6, Diahelba Hernandez,

36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on charges
of theft of services and identity theft. Ac-
cording to police, authorities conducted an
investigation into an incident reported by a
victim claiming someone was using his
credit card to make unauthorized purchases.
After a month-long investigation, authori-
ties arrested Hernandez, police said. She
was transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Route 22
reported that someone smashed the side win-
dow of his motor vehicle with a rock, causing
approximately $100 worth of damage.

Tuesday, April 7, Clifford Behler, 30, of
Rahway was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jobill Rama, 28, of
Piscataway was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Tarik Cole, 23, of
Neptune was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Kimba Hall, 31, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that her neigh-
bor has been harassing her by constantly
ringing her doorbell and asking to talk to her.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of the 50

block of Glenwood Road reported that some-
one entered his unlocked motor vehicle
while it was parked in the street and re-
moved $10 from his wallet, which had been
left in the center console.

Wednesday, April 8, Jasmine Matthews,
25, of Hollywood, Fla. was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
active Roselle Park warrant in the amount
of $250. She was processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jean Michel, 29, of
Tobyhanna, Pa. was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for allegedly
driving with a suspended license and an
active warrant out of Orange. She was
processed and released.

Friday, April 10, a resident of Grey
Terrace reported that someone dumped
leaves in the bed of his truck while it was
parked in the street.

Sunday, April 12, Mustafa Hicks, 20,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license and
an outstanding Plainfield warrant. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Melqui Deleon, 23, of
Plainfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road for allegedly driving
with a suspended license and providing
police with false documentation. Accord-
ing to police, it was later determined he was
wanted by the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agency for violation of his
immigration status. He was processed and
turned over to Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, where he will be processed
and deported back to Guatemala.

Monday, April 13, Zeeshaan Murad, 24,
of Watchung was arrested on an outstand-
ing Franklin Township warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue. He was
processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Tiffany Borom, 27, of
Plainfield was arrested after a field investi-
gation on Martine Avenue on an outstand-
ing Plainfield warrant in the amount of
$2,500 and a Somerset County no-bail war-
rant. She was processed and turned over to
the Somerset County Sheriff’s Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Sunny

Slope Drive reported that her license plate
was stolen from her vehicle while she was
away.

Tuesday, April 7, Carlos M. Lopes, 26,
of Elizabeth was arrested for an outstanding
warrant out of Roselle Park in the amount of
$500 after a motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, April 7, Steven L. Ranne, 48, of
Garfield was picked up at Delaney Hall in
Newark for contempt of court. He was held
until his court appearance scheduled for
Wednesday, April 8.

Tuesday, April 7, Kenneth J. Wall, 27, of
Garwood was arrested after she was ob-
served by police dumping wood chips on a
residential property and was found to have a
Union County Sheriff’s Department no-bail
warrant. He was processed and turned over
the Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Wednesday, April 8, Ricardo Garvin, 35,
of Orange was arrested at the Essex County
jail for an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $1,200 and
Union in the amount of $665.

Wednesday, April 8, Christopher M. Seto,
20, of Springfield was arrested for posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation. Ac-
cording to police, the officer smelled the
odor of burnt marijuana coming from the
vehicle at the time of the stop and a subse-
quent search revealed the paraphernalia in
the glove compartment.

Wednesday, April 8, a resident of Wild
Hedge Lane reported that she is missing 25
pieces of jewelry valued at $40,000 which
she last saw approximately three years ago.
According to police her house is under
construction and she placed a lot of her
personal items in storage containers but is
not sure if the jewelry was placed in the
storage containers or not. She noticed the
jewelry was missing three months ago and
has been searching for it ever since.

Friday, April 10, Joseph A. Vizcaya, 20,
of Berkeley Heights was arrested for pos-
session of under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22 for an unsafe lane change.

Sunday, April 12, a resident of New Provi-
dence Road reported that someone knocked
his mailbox off the post. According to police,
the victim stated that the incident could be
related to the numerous harassing phone
calls he has received and reported to police in
the past. An investigation of the scene re-
vealed tire tracks that appeared to leave the
roadway in front of the house, strike the
mailbox, damage several plants, as well as
upend two large rocks before going back
onto the roadway, police said.

Sunday, April 12, police responded to a
dispute at a Route 22 gas station. According
to police, Jill Perry-Doggett was attempting
to fill her vehicle with gas but was advised by
the attendant to move her car because her gas
tank was on the other side. While attempting
to move her car she backed into the vehicle
driven by Prem K. Sreenivasan, police said.

Perry-Doggett told police that
Sreenivasan allegedly came to her driver’s
side window after she struck his vehicle and
began to curse and scream at her while
pointing his finger in her face, police re-
ported. According to police, Perry-Doggett
asked Sreenivasan to get out of her face and
pushed him away and Sreenivasan retali-
ated by punching her in the face at which
point the gas station attendant became in-
volved and 9-1-1 was called.

The suspect told police that when he
approached Perry-Doggett’s window she
allegedly became very agitated and then
punched him for no reason. According to
police, he claimed that as he was walking
back to his vehicle, she picked up the win-
dow washing squeegee with the intent to
strike him. Both parties were escorted to
headquarters where they filled out com-
plaint interview forms for simple assault.

State University and associate director of
space planning at the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey’s De-
partment of Operations.

Ms. Monteiro holds a master’s degree
in urban planning and certificates in
project management from Rutgers Uni-
versity and historic preservation from
Drew University. The candidate and her
husband, Ed, have two sons at WHS and
Roosevelt.

“I say education is a commodity. As
hospitals sell healthcare, we provide
quality education, excellent educators,
extraordinary sports and arts,” Ms.
Monteiro said.

Mr. McLane moved to Westfield four
years ago from Fanwood where he re-
sided for 12 years. He and his wife,
Eleana, have two children, a daughter
attending seventh grade at Roosevelt
and a son who is in the fifth grade at
Franklin School.

The candidate is a Certified Financial
Planner (CFP). He pointed to his “exten-
sive experience” in evaluating the eco-
nomic value of proposed solutions, as
well as forecasting future revenues and
the cost of projects.

“My expertise also extends to evalu-
ating budgets and benefit programs
(health/medical and pensions),” Mr.
McLane said.

He holds a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in accounting from Shippensburg
University and a master’s from Embry
Riddle University. He served as an of-
ficer in U.S. Army where he obtained the
rank of captain and was a helicopter
pilot.

“My interest in running for the
Westfield Board of Education is based
on helping make good decisions that
positively affect the Westfield commu-
nity economically. My objectives are to
be a voice of the residents, do my best to
represent the majority view and provide
transparency during the process,” Mr.
McLane said.

Westfield’s polling places are as fol-
lows:

First Ward, Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt
Intermediate School Gym, 302 Clark
Street; Districts 3, 5 and 7: Franklin
Elementary School Auditorium, 700
Prospect Street, and Districts 4 and 6:
Westfield Memorial Library, Program
Room, 550 East Broad Street.

Second Ward, District 1: Union
County Annex, 300 North Avenue; Dis-
tricts 2, 3 and 6: Washington Elementary
School Auditorium, 900 St. Marks Av-
enue, and Districts 4 and 5: Wilson El-
ementary School Auditorium, 301 Lin-
den Avenue.

Third Ward, District 1: Westfield Res-
cue Squad, 335 Watterson Street, Dis-
tricts 2, 3 and 4: Edison Intermediate
School Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue; Dis-
tricts 5, 6 and 7: Jefferson Elementary
School Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard;
Fourth Ward, Districts 1 and 2, McKinley
Elementary School Auditorium, 500 First
Avenue; Districts 3 and 4: Westfield
High School Lobby, 550 Dorian Road;
District 5: Jefferson Elementary School
Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

In Garwood, incumbents Adele Lewis,
Barbara Greet, and Russell Graham are
unopposed in their quest for three BOE
seats. Voters will also decide the fate of
a proposed $6.3 million school tax levy,
which would hike taxes by $107 for a
home assessed at $103,000.

Mr. Graham and wife, Juliana, have
been residents of Garwood since 1989.
The candidate is a 1971 graduate of
Dunellen High School/Green Brook High
School. He attended Somerset County
College (now Raritan Valley Commu-
nity College), graduating with an Asso-
ciates of Applied Science degree in com-
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puter science in 1978. He served in the
United States Navy from January 1972
through January 1976, where he was
awarded the National Defense Medal,
Vietnam Service Ribbon with Campaign
Star and the Combat Action Ribbon.

Mr. Graham owns and operates
Garwood-based G&C Sales, a
manufacturer’s representative firm, with
business partner Linda Carolan. He was
appointed to the Garwood BOE in No-
vember 2008.

“I have come to appreciate the tre-
mendous responsibilities that all of the
board members share. They all have
shown a deep desire to perform their
duties in a tireless and dedicated fash-
ion,” he said. “I have embraced the chal-
lenge of helping the children of Garwood
achieve the best possible education and
look forward to serving the Garwood
community in the future.”

Ms. Lewis and her husband, Glenn,
have two daughters. Ms. Lewis is secre-
tary to the Garwood planning board and
to the Maplewood zoning and planning
boards. Seeking her third BOE term, she
is a certified land use administrator
through the Center for Government ser-
vices at Rutgers University. She has been
BOE president for four and a half years.

Also seeking re-election is Ms. Greet,
the board’s current vice-president. A
Garwood resident for 20 year, the candi-
date and her husband, Steve, have four
sons. Ms. Greet has been a registered
nurse for 34 years.

Completing her sixth year on the BOE,
Ms. Greet said she brings “enthusiasm,
commitment and experience” to the
board.

“I am passionate about the Garwood
school system and the education our
students receive,” Ms. Greet said.

Garwood polling places are as fol-
lows: District 1: firehouse building, 415
South Avenue; District 2: Borough Hall,
403 South Avenue; District 3: Garwood
Public Library, 411 Second Avenue, and
District 4: Garwood Public Library, 411
Second Avenue.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, voters will
decide on a school tax levy of $71.1
million to support a total budget of $80.8
million. Taxes would rise $407 on aver-
age, for a home in Fanwood and $246 in
Scotch Plains, or a percentage increase
of 7.2 percent and 3.7 percent, respec-
tively.

In terms of BOE seats, three seats are
open for election, and one seat is open to
fulfill the remaining year of a three-year
term. Incumbents Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse of Fanwood, board president,
and Betty Anne Woerner of Scotch Plains
are seeking re-election. They are joined on
the ballot by Karen Kulikowski, an in-
structor and clinic dentist at the University
of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey.

In Mountainside, voters will say yes
or no to a $12.6-million school tax levy
in support of a $14.1-million budget.
The school budget would raise taxes
$147 per year on a home assessed at
$165,000.

Also, incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge Batista
are running unopposed for two board
seats. Incumbent Joseph Tinnirella did
not file for re-election.

Mountainside polling places are: Dis-
tricts 1 and 6: Municipal Building, Court
Room, 1385 Route 22; Districts 2, 7, 8 and
9: Deerfield Elementary School, 302 Cen-
tral Avenue and School Drive; Districts 3,
4 and 5: Presbyterian Church, Assembly
Room, Deer Path and Meeting House Lane.

There are two unexpired seats on the
SP-F and Garwood boards. Write-in can-
didates could capture the seat with 10 or
more votes; otherwise, the boards will
interview candidates to fill the slots.

MS BOE Updates Public
On Budget and Evacuation

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — At Tuesday
night’s Board of Education (BOE) meet-
ing, Chief School Administrator (CSA)
Jeanette Baubles provided an update on
the March 16 evacuation of Beechwood
and Deerfield schools. Mrs. Baubles met
with Police Chief James J. Debbie, Jr.
earlier that day.

“A juvenile from Elizabeth made the
phone call in error,” Mrs. Baubles said.
The BOE issued a press release regarding
the incident in the Wednesday edition of
The Star-Ledger.

With regards to the Tuesday, April 21,
school board and budget election, the
BOE office mailed a budget newsletter to
borough residents on Wednesday. The
$14.1-million proposed budget for fiscal
year 2009-2010 will cost the average ho-
meowner an increase over last year of
$12.25 a month or $147 annually, accord-
ing to Mr. McLaughlin’s presentation,
which is available on the district’s website.

The percentage increase over the cur-
rent year’s budget is 3.6 percent, under
the 4 percent state mandated cap. In addi-
tion, two board seats, three-year terms
each, are open. Two candidates are run-
ning unopposed: incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge Batista.
The polls will be open on Tuesday, April
21 from 2 to 9 p.m.

Mr. Tinnirella was not present when
the BOE voted in favor of presenting a
$12.6-million school tax levy to voters
due to a business trip but Mr. Tinnirella
was present at the multiple presentations
of the budget in February and March.

After the board meeting concluded,
several board members spoke to The
Leader regarding the budget presenta-
tion. When asked about why Mountainside
did not have budget cuts to staff and
activities as opposed to area towns such
as Westfield, board member Joseph
Tinnirella said, “Those guys (Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin and
the finance committee) monitor it (the
budget) so closely. They’re on top of it.
We don’t have a lot, so we don’t spend a
lot.”

Mr. McLaughlin updated the BOE on a
recent reduction in state aid for the cur-
rent school year. On March 17, the New
Jersey State Legislature voted to reduce
school aid statewide by $75 million (ac-
cording to the Legislature’s website).

“This is all to balance the state budget,”
said Mr. McLaughlin; the district’s re-
duction portion was $36,994. In a related
chapter of legislation, the district has the
option of deferring Public Employees
Retirement Systems (PERS) pension ob-
ligation payments in the amount of

$83,183 for 15 years at the rate of 8.25
percent.

“It’s not something we anticipated but
it is a long-term burden we don’t want to
impose,” Mr. McLaughlin said. The BOE
voted unanimously in favor of going for-
ward with the budgeted expenditure of
the PERS pension payment scheduled for
April 25, ahead of the April 30 deadline
set by the Legislature.

During her remarks regarding The
Leader’s coverage of the BOE, Mrs.
Baubles said Mr. McLaughlin and she
had met with a reporter from The Local
Source for an hour on Tuesday morning
to “provide him with budget information
for a story he is writing. At the end of the
meeting, I gave him my contact informa-
tion, suggesting he call me if he had any
other questions about the budget.

“Looking ahead to future collabora-
tions with our local newspapers,” she
continued, “it is my sincere hope that The
Westfield Leader will begin to utilize a
similar approach in their communications
with the Mountainside Schools staff mem-
bers as we value our partnership with that
publication as well. This will begin with
our request for The Leader to refrain from
writing articles that suggest that the
Mountainside School District staff mem-
bers are not as forthcoming as they should
be specific to requests for information.
Clearly, this is not the case as highlighted
in our reputed experience with The Local
Source.”

“We’ve always been open. That edito-
rial was grand standing,” said board Vice-
President Gene Nagel about The Westfield
Leader’s coverage of the BOE.

The BOE meeting also included a pre-
sentation to the BOE by Michael Disko,
Mountainside borough engineer.

The Mountainside Youth Baseball
League asked for the board’s conceptual
approval for a two-story expansion of the
snack/field house building at the corner
of Sawmill Road, adjacent to Long View
Drive. The funds for project have already
been put aside by the Mountainside Youth
Baseball organization with a dollar-to-
dollar matching grant from the county.

“We’re getting a good deal. After your
blessing, we’ll go to the planning board,”
Mr. Disko said. Ms. Schaumberg said she
received a tour of the grounds of the ball
field on Monday night when she attended
her son’s practice game. “There’s so much
more space than we realize,” said Ms.
Schaumberg in terms of the grounds on
which the field house sits. “This is simple
construction,” Mr. Disko said.

The drawings are on file the BOE of-
fice and will be presented at an upcoming
borough planning board meeting for ap-
proval.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARREDNESS…Pictured above, the Westfield Fire Department and Union
County HAZ-MAT personnel are finishing up two weeks of training for mass
casualty hazardous materials incidents. This training is taking place across the
state to get all departments on the same page if an incident occurs.

19-Yr.-Old Charged
With Setting Fire

WESTFIELD — The Westfield police
and fire departments responded to a re-
port of a basement fire of an apartment
building in the 500 block of Carleton
Road. They encountered a working base-
ment fire and had the fire under control
within 15 minutes. Westfield Police Cap-
tain David Wayman said the fire caused
the evacuation of approximately 75 people
from the apartment building and required
the response of the Red Cross to provide
assistance to the residents.

There were no injuries to the residents
or any emergency responding personnel.

Patrol officers in the area of the fire
located a suspicious male later identified as
Justin Hendrix, 19, of Westfield who was
stopped and questioned. An investigation
that lasted through the night led by Detec-
tive Barron Chambliss of the Westfield
Police Department with the assistance of
the Union County Arson Task Force and the
Union County Sheriff’s Department con-
cluded that Hendrix broke into the base-
ment and used an accelerant to start the fire
in the basement, authorities said.

Hendrix was charged with aggravated
arson, two counts of burglary and two
counts of criminal mischief and is being
held on $75,000 bail.

UNICO Needs
Donations for Troops
WESTFIELD – UNICO needs further

donations to support room renovations at
the Westfield Armory for use by troops
coming home from Iraq in two months.
So far, the organization has raised ap-
proximately $1,225 for the renovations.
The organization is still in need of do-
nated furniture, a CD/stereo system and a
flat screen TV, or the monies to buy them.

It has fulfilled its need for volunteers
for painting on May 2. Dave Lovato thanks
everyone for their support. For more in-
formation, contact him at
alovato2@verizon.net.
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SP-F School BOE
Corrects Tax  Calc.

FANWOOD – The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Public Schools announced
Tuesday that the estimated tax im-
pact (increase in property taxes for
schools for the coming year) of the
proposed 2009-2010 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school budget is a $407
increase for a Fanwood home as-
sessed at $84,000 and not a $458
increase, as previously reported.

The school system said this correc-
tion was based on the Borough of
Fanwood’s updated net tax ratable
information.

Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election:Vote in School Election: Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.Tuesday, April 21; In Scotch Plains, polls open from 2 to 9 p.m.

Lance Rally at Westfield:
‘Tax Day Bad Day For NJ’

WESTFIELD – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th, Union) held a news
conference Wednesday – Tax Day – at
the Westfield Post Office to call for
the end of skyrocketing federal, state
and local taxes that “unfairly burden
New Jersey taxpayers.”

“Today is Tax Day, and for millions
of America’s working families, that
means it’s time to pay the taxman.
Here in New Jersey, our working fami-
lies know much, far too much, about
paying the taxman,” said Rep. Lance.
“Garden State residents have one of
the highest costs of living in the coun-
try – including skyrocketing federal,
state and local taxes. This year, New
Jersey taxpayers – myself included –
are saying ‘enough is enough.’ From
the Governor’s Mansion in Princeton
to the White House in Washington,
our executive branch leaders are pro-
posing to raise taxes on New Jersey
families who simply can’t take it any-
more.”

Rep. Lance also announced his plans
to introduce legislation to protect the
mortgage interest tax deduction for
more than 170,000 New Jersey tax
filers.

He said that the President’s budget,
as currently written, “unfairly targets
tens of thousands” of Seventh Con-
gressional District homeowners who
already face one of the highest costs
of living in the nation – especially
through skyrocketing income and
property taxes. He said the President’s
fiscal year 2010 budget proposes to
reduce the mortgage deduction from
35 to 28 percent on those households
making more than $250,000.

“My constituents are not ‘super
rich.’ They are hard-working, middle-
class families facing some of the high-
est taxes in the country,” said Mr.
Lance at the Westfield Post Office.
“The mortgage tax deduction allows
New Jersey’s homeowners to keep
more of what they earn. It makes
absolutely no sense to propose rais-
ing taxes on homeowners and home
buyers at a time of economic crisis.”

According to the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors (NAR), more than
173,000 New Jersey tax filers earn
enough to be adversely affected by
the proposed cut — the fifth highest
total in the nation. NJ-NAR President
Diane Dilzell supported Rep. Lance
at the event, saying, “In a costly state
like New Jersey, limiting the amount
of mortgage interest a family can
deduct from their taxes will have a
significant negative impact on hous-
ing recovery efforts and limit many
people’s ability to enter the housing
market. We greatly appreciate Con-
gressman Lance’s efforts on behalf of
New Jersey’s realtors and
homeowners.”

Rep. Lance also talked with tax-
payers mailing their federal tax re-
turns at the Westfield post office.

According to the Americans for
Tax Reform, New Jersey taxpayers
will spend 211 days a year working
just to cover the cost of government –
the second highest burden nationally.
New Jersey also has the highest state
and local tax burden, the second high-
est business tax burden and the state
collects more property taxes per capita
than any other jurisdiction.

David Finn (WF)

Jane Clancy (WF)

Karen Kulikowski (SP)

Russell Graham (GW)

Adele Lewis (GW)

Betty Anne Woerner (SP)

Norman “Trip” Whitehouse (SP)

Richard Mattessich (WF) Barbara Greet  (GW)

Kathy Monteiro (WF) Michael McLane (WF)

Mountainside BOE

Mary Beth Schaumberg, Incumb.
Jorge Batista

Mary Beth Schaumberg (MS-I)
Jorge Batista (MS), no photo

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PERMIT PARKING, PLEASE...Birchwood Terrace resident Jennifer Fazio, at
podium, explains her parking concerns to the Fanwood Borough Council. Seated,
from left, are: Councilman Russell Huegel, Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
and Borough Attorney Dennis Estis. See story on this page.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW HOME...The Mets opened their new Citi Field home in New York on
Monday night, losing to the San Diego Padres before a sold-out crowd of 42,000.

SID to Meet on April 29
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Business Improvement Dis-
trict Management Corporation will
meet on Wednesday, April 29, at 7
p.m. in the Bertha Curran Meeting
Room of the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. Promotions and manager ac-
tions will be taken.

SP-F to Vote Tuesday on $71.1 Mil.
School Tax; Candidates Unopposed

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains and Fanwood voters on Tues-
day will decide the fate of a school tax
levy of $71.1 million to support a
total budget of $80.8 million. There
are no competitive races in the board
of education (BOE) election this year.

If the budget were passed, school
taxes would rise $407 for a home in
Fanwood assessed at $84,000 and
$246 for a home assessed at $121,000
in Scotch Plains; 7.2 percent and 3.7
percent, respectively.

In terms of BOE seats, three seats
are open for election, and one seat is
open to fulfill the remaining year of a
three-year term. Incumbents Norman

“Trip” Whitehouse of Fanwood, board
president, and Betty Anne Woerner
of Scotch Plains have filed petitions
for re-election along with newcomer
Karen Kulikowski. Linda Nelson of
Scotch Plains is not running again
after serving nine years on the board.

Board member Jane Costello of
Scotch Plains recently resigned after
serving two years of a three-year term,
leaving that seat vacant as no applica-
tions were received. A write-in candi-
date would need 10 votes to be elected
to the vacant seat. Polls will be open
from 2 to 9 p.m.

Mr. Whitehouse was first elected to
the BOE in 2002, but was defeated in
April 2005. He rejoined the board in
September of that year after being

appointed to fill a vacancy left by the
resignation of Lance Porter. He was
elected to a full, three-year term in
2006. Mr. Whitehouse was elected
vice-president of the BOE in 2007
and president for the 2008-2009 term.

Mr. Whitehouse and his wife,
Patricia, have three children. They
have lived in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
for 21 years. He previously served on
the Winfield Park town council. The
candidate is a graduate of Rutgers
University with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in business administration and
accounting and has a Master of Busi-
ness Administration degree in corpo-
rate finance from Fairleigh Dickinson
University. He is employed as divi-
sion controller for a steel mill based
in Perth Amboy and one in Sayreville.

Ms. Woerner is a 12-year resident
of Scotch Plains and has two children
in the district. She is completing her
second term on the BOE. The candi-
date has served on the finance com-
mittee for all six years of her tenure.
She has also served on the commu-
nity relations, policy and facilities
committees and has been a member
of the BOE labor negotiations team.

Professionally, Ms. Woerner was
appointed in 2005 as chief financial
officer of The Children’s Aid Society,
where she is responsible for the an-
nual operating budget of $100 mil-
lion, as well as the agency’s payroll,
purchasing, endowments and invest-
ments, government contracts and in-
formation technology systems.

Prior to joining Children’s Aid, she
was deputy director of the New York
State Financial Control Board from
1985 to 1988, evaluating New York
City’s $25-billion operating budget
and 11 public authorities. She holds a
master’s degree in urban planning,
specializing in economic planning,
from Virginia Tech and an under-
graduate degree from St. Peter’s Col-
lege in New Jersey (now New Jersey
City University).

Ms. Kulikowski of Watchung Ter-
race in Scotch Plains is a new candi-
date in this year’s race. The candidate
moved to Scotch Plains in 2000. She
is an instructor and clinic dentist at
the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey School of Health
Related Professions.

Ms. Kulikowski was Park Middle
School PTA president and now serves
a term on the PTA council as vice-
president, which will conclude in
June. She has also been active with
the Union County Vocational–Tech-
nical Schools Parent School Organi-
zation.

Polling places for Tuesday’s elec-
tion are as follows:

Scotch Plains: Districts 1, 2 and 3:
Park Middle School, New Gym, 580
Park Avenue; Districts 4 and 5: Scotch
Plains Library, Adult Library Room,
1927 Bartle Avenue; Districts 6, 7
and 8: Evergreen School, New Multi-
purpose Room, 2280 Evergreen Av-
enue; District 9: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Main Entrance,
Westfield Road; District 10: Brunner
School, Front Lobby, Westfield Road;
District 11: St. John’s Baptist Church,
Fellowship Hall, 2387 Morse Avenue;
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn Elemen-
tary School, Center Lobby of Gym
Wing, Roosevelt Avenue; Districts
14, 15 and 21: Union Catholic High
School, Lobby, Martine Avenue; Dis-
trict 16: JCC of Central New Jersey,
1391 Martine Avenue; Districts 17
and 18: Terrill Middle School, Audi-
torium Lobby, 1301 Terrill Road; Dis-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CANDIDATES...Voters will choose members to open seats on local school boards of education on Tuesday as well as decide
on school budgets. Except in Westfield, area candidates shown above are unopposed.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAX PROTEST...Congressman Leonard Lance, who represents the Seventh
District in New Jersey, holds a tax protest rally Wednesday afternoon at the
Westfield Post Office as last minute filers mail their federal income tax forms on
the April 15 deadline.

SP Mayor Warns of Layoffs;
Notices Could Be Sent By May
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool again warned of im-
pending layoffs this year as the town-
ship government looks for ways to
close what she said was a $1.055
million budget shortfall.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, the mayor spent 45 minutes
answering questions from several resi-
dents, primarily public works and
recreation department workers, about
whether some municipal employees
will be laid off or furloughed as a way
to pare expenses.

Several weeks ago, the township
submitted to the state Department of
Personnel a layoff plan that included
job positions that could be eliminated
if necessary. Mayor Malool said the
state has 45 days to review the plan,
and that when the township govern-
ment receives that review, it can then
make decisions as to which positions
might need to be eliminated as part of
its 2009 municipal budget examina-
tion.

“There will be some layoffs,” the
mayor told public works employee
Nick DiNizo. She said the township
could implement “the entire layoff
plan, some of it or none of it. There’s
no set number” of layoffs that are
required to be effectuated. Affected
employees will be given 45 days’
notice that their job is being elimi-
nated, with the initial notice being
issued in the first week of May and
the actual layoff date being late in
June.

Referring to herself and her coun-
cil colleagues, Mayor Malool said,
“None of us up here are enjoying this
one bit,” adding that “layoffs are a
last resort for us. It’s killing us to even
have to consider it.”

When Mr. DiNizo asked about vol-
untary furloughs for township em-
ployees, the mayor said that option
was “a possibility” if it could help
avert additional layoffs. But she told
another public works employee later
in the meeting that, “I can’t promise
we won’t do furloughs and layoffs”
simultaneously, saying that “it all
comes down to money.”

She also said, in response to Mr.
DiNizo, that salary freezes for non-
union employees, such as department
heads and others, could be a consid-
eration once the council begins to
more closely examine the budget in
coming weeks. Mr. DiNizo said “the
only fairest way [to implement bud-
get cuts] is if we did it across-the-

board.” Mayor Malool vowed that
“these cuts will be felt across-the-
board.”

In response to a question from pub-
lic works employee James Kelk,
Mayor Malool said there will be no
major new parks or ballfields projects
this year, and further stating that the
township does not own significant
amounts of land that could poten-
tially be sold to raise revenue.

She also told Mr. Kelk that Gregory

Fehrenbach, the consultant hired to
assist with the preparation of this
year’s budget, had told township offi-
cials that municipal property taxes
should have increased more than they
were in recent years “to provide more
of a cushion” in the present financial
and economic climate.

“Sitting here a year ago,” Mayor
Malool said, “no one could have pre-
dicted that things would have been

FW Considers Emergency
Parking Resolution at School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, at its regular monthly meeting
Tuesday night, heard complaints from
a few local residents about parking
problems along Birchwood Terrace.

The residents said high school stu-
dents who park along Birchwood,
which currently has no parking re-
strictions, are leaving no room for
other cars or pedestrians.

“It’s a safety factor; it’s a big con-
cern,” said Birchwood Terrace resi-
dent Jennifer Fazio.

Ms. Fazio estimated as many as 16
cars are lined up on each side of the

street during a typical school day,
forcing children and other pedestri-
ans to either walk on people’s front
lawns or in the middle of the street
(Birchwood has no sidewalks).

Birchwood resident George Weiss
said the road “used to be a street…now
it’s a parking lot during school hours.”

“I’ve had difficulty getting in and
out of my driveway; it’s just too many
cars in too little space,” added Mr.
Weiss.

Council President Donna Dolce,
who chaired the meeting in the ab-
sence of Mayor Colleen Mahr, said
the problem can be traced back to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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MOMENT IN CANDLELIGHT...Approximately 100 people gather at an an the
corner of North Avenue and E. Broad Street in Westfield on Monday evening for
a candlelight vigil in memory of Kirk Kinkade, who was struck by a car and killed
there one week earlier.

FANWOOD MOMs NIGHT...MOM’s (men on a mission), guys from Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, get together monthly to share food and drink at the Sun
Tavern. Subjects include sports, news, bad jokes, family, college and - oh yeah
- religion. No committees, no dues, no commitment. It is a guy thing. Call the
church at (908) 889-8891 for more information.

Malool Open to Citizen
Budget Advisory Group

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Nancy
Malool said on Tuesday that she is open
to the idea of a committee of residents to
provide input to township officials on the
municipal budget, similar to a panel as-
sembled by Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

At Tuesday night’s council meeting,
the mayor, in response to a question from
Elsie LeStrange, called the idea of a citi-
zens budget committee “an interesting
concept,” saying, “The budget is the most
important thing an elected official has to
do.” She admitted that, at first, she was
skeptical of the concept, saying she had
believed it to be “an abdication of respon-
sibility,” but after mulling it over, she had
come to believe there was “nothing bad
about it.”

She said Mayor Mahr was planning to
send her information on the committee
and its functions, but said it was too late
to form such a group in Scotch Plains to
advise on this year’s budget.

Mayor Malool said that, typically, pub-
lic interest in budget meetings is weak,
given that “we never have had a signifi-
cant turnout” at those sessions. “I never
saw a great interest.” But she said a citi-
zens advisory group is something that
“we might look at next year.”

In the meantime, she told Mrs.
LeStrange that “we have an open budget
process” that include public budget meet-
ings in the weeks preceding the budget’s
introduction and ultimate adoption. When
Mrs. LeStrange asked whether these meet-
ings were publicly advertised, the mayor
said they were.

“I haven’t seen it,” Mrs. LeStrange told
the mayor, who then reminded her that
the council has yet to hold any budget
meetings this year. When Mrs. LeStrange
asked whether the council was holding a
budget meeting after that evening’s regu-
lar meeting, as some in attendance be-
lieved, the mayor said the post-meeting
session was a discussion regarding per-
sonnel matter that was closed to the pub-
lic, as required by law.

Mayor Malool said once the council
receives detailed budget recommenda-
tions, it will hold public meetings to re-
view spending and tax options for 2009.
“If there are residents who have ideas, I’d
welcome it,” she said, a sentiment echoed
publicly on Tuesday by Councilman
Dominick Bratti.

Councilman Kevin Glover said that, in
an effort to further inform residents about
the process, the township website should
be updated with budget meeting dates and
that the meetings themselves should be
moved to a larger room so that more
residents who are interested could attend.

this bad.”
In other business, the council intro-

duced an ordinance to set a $100 fee
to be paid to the township by any
entity that requires the use of a police
vehicle for any off-duty assignment,
such as patrolling an area where util-
ity work is being done. The ordinance
will be voted on at the council’s Tues-
day, April 28 meeting.

The council approved the appoint-
ment of Tom Cusmano as a member
of the board of the Scotch Plains
Management Corp., the entity that
will manage the Special Improve-
ment District.

Earlier in the meeting, Alex DiPace,
on behalf of American Legion Post
209 and the Sons of the American
Legion, presented the council with a
check for $1,218 to replace worn-out
flags that fly from utility poles in the
downtown business district.

Steve Goldberg said the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) and the Fanwood
Business and Professional Associa-
tion will hold their annual spring fling
dinner dance on Friday, May 1, at The
Westwood in Garwood. Proceeds
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Scotch Plains Layoffs

Westfield
Tuesday, April 7, Stella B. Kennon,

34, of Plainfield was arrested on the 600
block of West South Avenue on a Clifton
traffic warrant. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where she
was processed and released after posting
$89 bail.

Tuesday, April 7, Jorge F. Quinche,
25, of Newark was arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension for alleg-
edly providing false information to po-
lice after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation at Central Avenue and
Clifton Street. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Wednesday, April 8, Darryl Smith, 46,
of Plainfield was arrested on the 400
block of West South Avenue on out-
standing warrants after being stopped
for not wearing his seatbelt. They in-
cluded a traffic warrant for $1,313 and a
criminal warrant for $750, both from
Piscataway, and a criminal warrant for
$500 from Plainfield. He also was wanted
on an outstanding no-bail criminal war-
rant issued by the Greensboro, N.C. po-
lice department.

Smith was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Piscataway
Police Department because he could not
post bail. Greensboro authorities would
not extradite Smith on their charges.
Smith was issued traffic summonses for
failure to wear a seatbelt and operating a
motor vehicle with a suspended driver’s
license.

Wednesday, April 8, the owner of a
property on the 100 block of New Street
reported multiple acts of criminal mis-
chief had occurred at the property some-
time within a period of several weeks
before the report was made. While ex-
tensive vandalism to the interior of a
building there was reported, the value of
the damage was unknown.

The following day, four male juve-
niles – all from Westfield – were ar-
rested and charged with criminal tres-
pass for allegedly causing the damage.
They reportedly were discovered at the
New Street property and subsequently
fled the scene. Police arrested them in
the downtown Westfield area and trans-
ported them to headquarters, where
they were processed and released to
their parents. The matter is under in-
vestigation by the police department’s
Juvenile Bureau.

Wednesday, April 8, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Kyle Fleming, 20, of Westfield was ar-
rested at East Broad Street near Elm
Street on an outstanding Piscataway traf-
fic warrant for $140. Fleming was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Anthony Rosei, 21,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $99 after
a motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Euclid Avenue. He was released
after posting bail.

Thursday, April 9, Keith Autocunas,
30, of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia after a motor vehicle stop at
North Avenue and Clark Street. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Thursday, April 9, a residence on the
700 block of Willow Grove Road was
burglarized sometime between April 4
and 9. An X-box video game console,
laptop computer, iPod docking station,
Bose radio system, multiple video games
and $400 in cash were taken from the
home.

Thursday, April 9, a resident of the
800 block of Harding Street reported
that his motor vehicle was damaged
through criminal mischief while it was
parked in the street sometime between
April 8 and 9. The rear window was
smashed and the driver side mirror was
damaged.

Thursday, April 9, Jeffrey Kiernan,
30, of Roselle Park was arrested at West
South and Summit Avenues on a charge
of hindering apprehension and an out-
standing criminal warrant from Green-
wich Township for $1,500. Kiernan al-
legedly gave police officers a false name
during a traffic stop. He was transported
to Westfield police headquarters, issued
a summons for hindering apprehension
and turned over to the Greenwich Town-
ship Police Department.

Sunday, April 12, Bruce Munoz, 22,
of North Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at North Avenue and
Crossway Place and charged with hin-
dering apprehension. Munoz allegedly
provided false information to police. He
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released with
summonses.

Monday, April 13, Kevin Chamberlin,
30, of Bethlehem, Pa. was arrested on an
outstanding Flemington Township traf-
fic warrant for $250 after a motor vehicle
stop in the area of North Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway. He was released on his
own recognizance with a court date pend-
ing.

Scotch Plains
Monday, April 6, Diahelba Hernandez,

36, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
charges of theft of services and identity
theft. According to police, authorities
conducted an investigation into an inci-
dent reported by a victim claiming some-
one was using his credit card to make
unauthorized purchases. After a month-
long investigation, authorities arrested
Hernandez, police said. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where she
was processed and released.

Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Route
22 reported that someone smashed the
side window of his motor vehicle with a
rock, causing approximately $100 worth
of damage.

Tuesday, April 7, Clifford Behler, 30,
of Rahway was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jobill Rama, 28, of
Piscataway was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Tarik Cole, 23, of
Neptune was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, Kimba Hall, 31, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Saturday, April 11, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that her

neighbor has been harassing her by con-
stantly ringing her doorbell and asking
to talk to her.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of the 50

block of Glenwood Road reported that
someone entered his unlocked motor ve-
hicle while it was parked in the street and
removed $10 from his wallet, which had
been left in the center console.

Wednesday, April 8, Jasmine
Matthews, 25, of Hollywood, Fla. was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road on an active Roselle Park
warrant in the amount of $250. She was
processed and released.

Thursday, April 9, Jean Michel, 29, of
Tobyhanna, Pa. was arrested after a mo-
tor vehicle stop on South Avenue for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense and an active warrant out of Or-
ange. She was processed and released.

Friday, April 10, a resident of Grey
Terrace reported that someone dumped
leaves in the bed of his truck while it was
parked in the street.

Sunday, April 12, Mustafa Hicks, 20,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
and an outstanding Plainfield warrant.
He was processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Melqui Deleon, 23,
of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road for allegedly
driving with a suspended license and
providing police with false documenta-
tion. According to police, it was later
determined he was wanted by the Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement
agency for violation of his immigration
status. He was processed and turned over
to Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, where he will be processed and
deported back to Guatemala.

Monday, April 13, Zeeshaan Murad,
24, of Watchung was arrested on an
outstanding Franklin Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. He was processed and released.

Monday, April 13, Tiffany Borom, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested after a field
investigation on Martine Avenue on an
outstanding Plainfield warrant in the
amount of $2,500 and a Somerset County
no-bail warrant. She was processed and
turned over to the Somerset County
Sheriff’s Department.

Mountainside
Tuesday, April 7, a resident of Sunny

Slope Drive reported that her license
plate was stolen from her vehicle while
she was away.

Tuesday, April 7, Carlos M. Lopes,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested for an out-
standing warrant out of Roselle Park in
the amount of $500 after a motor vehicle
stop.

Tuesday, April 7, Steven L. Ranne, 48,
of Garfield was picked up at Delaney
Hall in Newark for contempt of court. He
was held until his court appearance sched-
uled for Wednesday, April 8.

Tuesday, April 7, Kenneth J. Wall, 27,
of Garwood was arrested after she was
observed by police dumping wood chips
on a residential property and was found
to have a Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment no-bail warrant. He was pro-
cessed and turned over the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Wednesday, April 8, Ricardo Garvin,
35, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail for an outstanding warrant
out of Mountainside in the amount of
$1,200 and Union in the amount of $665.

Wednesday, April 8, Christopher M.
Seto, 20, of Springfield was arrested for
possession of drug paraphernalia after
being stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, the officer
smelled the odor of burnt marijuana com-
ing from the vehicle at the time of the
stop and a subsequent search revealed
the paraphernalia in the glove compart-
ment.

Wednesday, April 8, a resident of Wild
Hedge Lane reported that she is missing
25 pieces of jewelry valued at $40,000
which she last saw approximately three
years ago. According to police her house
is under construction and she placed a lot
of her personal items in storage contain-
ers but is not sure if the jewelry was
placed in the storage containers or not.
She noticed the jewelry was missing
three months ago and has been searching
for it ever since.

Friday, April 10, Joseph A. Vizcaya,
20, of Berkeley Heights was arrested for
possession of under 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana after a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22 for an unsafe lane
change.

Sunday, April 12, a resident of New
Providence Road reported that someone
knocked his mailbox off the post. Ac-
cording to police, the victim stated that
the incident could be related to the nu-
merous harassing phone calls he has
received and reported to police in the
past. An investigation of the scene re-
vealed tire tracks that appeared to leave
the roadway in front of the house, strike
the mailbox, damage several plants, as
well as upend two large rocks before
going back onto the roadway, police
said.

Sunday, April 12, police responded to
a dispute at a Route 22 gas station. Ac-
cording to police, Jill Perry-Doggett was
attempting to fill her vehicle with gas but
was advised by the attendant to move her
car because her gas tank was on the other
side. While attempting to move her car
she backed into the vehicle driven by
Prem K. Sreenivasan, police said.

Perry-Doggett told police that
Sreenivasan allegedly came to her driver’s
side window after she struck his vehicle
and began to curse and scream at her
while pointing his finger in her face,
police reported. According to police,
Perry-Doggett asked him to get out of
her face and pushed Sreenivasan away
and Sreenivasan retaliated by punching
her in the face at which point the gas
station attendant became involved and 9-
1-1 was called.

The suspect told police that when he
approached Perry-Doggett’s window she
allegedly became very agitated and then
punched him for no reason. According to
police, he claimed that as he was walking
back to his vehicle, she picked up the
window washing squeegee with the in-
tent to strike him. Both parties were
escorted to headquarters where they filled
out complaint interview forms for simple
assault.

Police Charge 19-Yr.-Old
With Setting Carleton Fire

WESTFIELD — The Westfield police
and fire departments responded to a report
of a basement fire of an apartment building
in the 500 block of Carleton Road.

Upon arrival, the fire department en-
countered a working basement fire and
had the fire under control within 15 min-
utes. However, Westfield Police Captain
David Wayman said the fire caused the
evacuation of approximately 75 people
from the apartment building and required
the response of the Red Cross to provide
assistance to the residents.

There were no injuries to the residents
or any emergency responding personnel.

Patrol officers in the area of the fire
located a suspicious male later identified as

Justin Hendrix, 19, of Westfield who was
stopped and questioned. An investigation
that lasted through the night led by Detec-
tive Barron Chambliss of the Westfield
Police Department with the assistance of
the Union County Arson Task Force and the
Union County Sheriff’s Department con-
cluded that Hendrix broke into the base-
ment and used an accelerant to start the fire
in the basement, authorities said.

Hendrix was charged with aggravated
arson, two counts of burglary and two
counts of criminal mischief and is being
held on $75,000 bail.

from the dinner benefit the groups’
scholarship fund, and Mr. Goldberg
said a new scholarship fund is being
established in memory of Ray Par-
don, SPBPA’s founder who died last
fall. Those needing tickets or other
information about the dinner can con-
tact Mr. Goldberg at (908) 322-1800
or Lisa Mohn at 322-4999.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Malool issued a proclamation
declaring the week of April 13 as Cub
Scout Week. The council also con-
gratulated Alexander Ebeling for
achieving the rank of Eagle Scout in
the Boy Scouts of America. Another
proclamation was issued declaring
the week of May 3 as Relay for Life
Week.

On the evening of Friday, May 8,
the Relay for Life will be held to raise
money for the American Cancer So-
ciety (ACS). Two high school repre-
sentatives from Students Movement
Against Cancer (SMAC) attended the
council’s meeting and urged residents
to donate money, noting that in the
past eight years, SMAC has raised
several hundred thousand dollars for
ACS.

Scotch Plains-FW Schools
Support Troops Overseas

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD
— The Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-
F) PTA’s will join Operation Shoebox
NJ once again to support American
men and women in the armed forces
from April 13 to May 7.

Personal care items such as sun
block and lip balm, and snacks such
as individually wrapped snack bars,
powdered drinks and pop-top canned
foods will be collected at each school
and the public libraries.

Local PTA’s want to reach the goal
of collecting enough donations from
the community and schools to sur-
pass last year’s collection of 640
boxes.

Students at SP-F Elementary
schools will prepare special greeting
cards for each box. Both middle
schools will host a soldier’s visit to
learn about the troop’s activities. They
will hear how the soldiers feel about
getting such packages from the com-
munity and children and share with
the students the importance of the
boxes. High school students will as-
sist in the packing event that will be
held at Park Middle School on May 9.

Any area resident can request that
a package be sent directly to someone
they know who is serving in the armed
forces overseas.

Call PTA Council Member Deb

Brody at (908) 233-1323 or e-mail
her at brodypta@aol.com with con-
tact information and expected date of
return to the states, or with any ques-
tions.

The Post Office charges full rate to
ship the boxes to the men and women
serving overseas. Community mem-
bers can make monetary donations to
help ship the boxes by going to the
Operation Shoebox NJ website at
opshoeboxnj.org.

Donations of the following items
are most frequently requested by
American troops in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and can be dropped off in the
collection boxes at any SP-F public
library. Items must be in original pack-
aging and aerosol items cannot be
shipped overseas. The items are: lip
balm, athletic socks, sun block (small
travel size), most wipes (small travel
size), gum, bug spray (non-aerosol),
bars of soap, small boxes of cereal,
shampoo bottles (small travel size),
deodorant (non-aerosol), all sizes of
batteries, powdered drink mixes, ce-
real, snack granola bars (individually
wrapped), hard candy, hot chocolate
packets, small bags of trail mix, pea-
nuts, pretzels, small cans of tuna with
pop-tops, small can of fruit with pop-
tops, individual packets of microwave
popcorn.

tricts 19 and 20: Coles Elementary
School Lobby, 16 Kevin Road, and
District 22: Southwyck Village Club
House, 1 Carriage Drive.

Fanwood Polling Places are as fol-
lows: Districts 1 and 2: Borough Hall,
75 North Martine Avenue; District 3:
Children’s Specialized Hospital,
South Avenue; Districts 4 and 5: Terrill
Road Bible Chapel; Districts 6 and 7:
Fanwood Memorial Library.

In surrounding towns, Westfield
voters will choose three candidates
out of a field of five for BOE seats and
vote on a school tax levy of $78.2
million for an average increase of
$234 on a home assessed at $180,000.
Incumbent Jane Clancy and newcom-
ers David Finn, Richard Mattessich,
Michael McLane and Kathy Monteiro
are seeking the three open seats on
the nine-member board.

In Garwood, incumbents Adele

September, when new permit parking
regulations went into effect on other
streets near Birchwood.

“The bottom line is, there are solu-
tions to the short-term problem,” said
Ms. Dolce, but she said that “we can’t
get our arms around parental coop-
eration [to get] kids not to drive to
school.”

Ms. Dolce said a meeting was re-
cently held with Birchwood residents,
borough officials, and the police de-
partment and she said that addressing
the problem “is a ball that’s rolling.”

“It takes time,” added Councilman
David Valian, who said the borough
is “in the process” of proposing per-
mit parking on Birchwood and coor-
dinating with Scotch Plains officials.

“I know it takes time,” said Coun-
cilman Anthony Parenti, who then
suggested that the borough “go for a
90-day emergency resolution” to ad-
dress the problem while a formal or-
dinance is drafted, introduced, and
considered for adoption in time for
next school year.

The governing body agreed to move
ahead with Councilman Parenti’s idea.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved a pair
of resolutions relating to shared mu-
nicipal services.

First, the council adopted a mea-
sure establishing a Shared Services
Study Committee, which is sched-
uled to hold its first meeting this
morning. The panel consists of Mayor
Mahr, Council President Dolce, Coun-
cilman Valian and Borough Clerk Ad-
ministrator Eleanor McGovern.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler said
the committee “will be looking at all
services that might be shared be-
tween” Fanwood and Scotch Plains.
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Fanwood Parking
Next, the council adopted a resolu-

tion authorizing the borough to apply
for a $100,000 state grant to finance
potential shared services initiatives
between the two municipalities.

Councilwoman Wheeler said
Scotch Plains will be the “lead
agency” in the administration of the
local program, but both mayors will
have the final call on any shared ser-
vices proposals submitted by the two
towns.

Councilwoman Dolce also reported
that the borough’s recently formed
Budget Advisory Commission plans
one more meeting within the next
month before submitting a report to
the governing body in May.

The panel was charged by Mayor
Mahr with helping the borough work
through the municipal budget pro-
cess and addressing budget issues or
challenges.

The borough has applied for
$100,000 in state “extraordinary aid”
this year to help finance its budget, so
the governing body will wait for word
on its aid application before finaliz-
ing its introduced budget and holding
a final public hearing and vote.

In the meantime, the governing
body Tuesday night approved mea-
sures authorizing “temporary emer-
gency appropriations” and estimated
tax bills for the third quarter to keep
the borough operating.

Finally, Council President Dolce
said a “grand reopening” is sched-
uled for May 2 at three businesses
that have located in the downtown
redevelopment area’s newest build-
ing.

“Hopefully, this will stimulate other
businesses to locate in Fanwood,”
Ms. Dolce said.

Lewis, Barbara Greet, and Russell
Graham are unopposed in their quest
for three BOE seats. Voters will also
decide the fate of a proposed $6.3
million school tax levy, which would
hike taxes by $107 for a home as-
sessed at $103,000.

Mountainside voters will decide
the fate of a $12.6-million school tax
levy in support of a $14.1-million
budget. The budget would raise taxes
$147 per year on a home assessed at
$165,000. Also, incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge
Batista are running unopposed for
two board seats. Incumbent Joseph
Tinnirella did not file for re-election.

2009 School Election
Data at State Website
TRENTON — Voters in more than 90

percent of New Jersey’s communities will
take part in the 2009 Annual School Elec-
tion on Tuesday, April 21. On the ballot
will be a total of more than 1,600 local
board of education positions, 548 pro-
posed annual school budgets, 11 second
questions, and 19 school construction
proposals. For more information, see the
New Jersey School Board Association
website at njsba.org.

UNICO Needs
Donations for Troops
WESTFIELD – UNICO needs further

donations to support room renovations at
the Westfield Armory for use by troops
coming home from Iraq in two months.
So far, the organization has raised ap-
proximately $1,225 for the renovations.
The organization is still in need of do-
nated furniture, a CD/stereo system and a
flat screen TV, or the monies to buy them.

It has fulfilled its need for volunteers
for painting on May 2. Dave Lovato thanks
everyone for their support. For more in-
formation, contact him at
alovato2@verizon.net.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Area Votes This Tuesday

MS-BOE Discusses
Evacuation, Budget

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — At Tuesday
night’s Board of Education (BOE) meet-
ing, Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles provided an update on the March
16 evacuation of Beechwood and
Deerfield schools. Mrs. Baubles met with
Police Chief James Debbie, Jr. earlier that
day. “A juvenile from Elizabeth made the
phone call in error,” Mrs. Baubles said.

The BOE mailed a newsletter to bor-
ough residents on Wednesday. The $14.1-
million proposed budget for fiscal year
2009-2010 will cost the average home-
owner an increase of $147 annually, ac-
cording to Business Administrator
Roderic McLaughlin. The increase is 3.6
percent. Two board seats, three-year terms
each, are open. Two candidates are run-
ning unopposed: incumbent Mary Beth
Schaumberg and newcomer Jorge Batista.
The polls will be open on Tuesday, April
21 from 2 to 9 p.m.

The Leader/Times asked why
Mountainside did not have cuts to staff
and activities such as other towns. Board
member Joseph Tinnirella said, “Those
guys (Mr. McLaughlin and the finance
committee) monitor it (the budget) so
closely. They’re on top of it. We don’t
have a lot, so we don’t spend a lot.”

Mr. McLaughlin said the New Jersey
State Legislature voted to reduce school
aid statewide on March 17 (by $75 mil-
lion according to the Legislature’s
website). Mountainside’s reduction was
$36,994. The district has the option of
deferring pension obligation payments in
the amount of $83,183 for 15 years at the
rate of 8.25 percent.

The BOE voted unanimously in favor
of going forward with the budgeted ex-
penditure of the pension payment sched-
uled for April 25, ahead of the April 30
deadline.

During her remarks, Mrs. Baubles said
Mr. McLaughlin and she had met with a
reporter from The Local Source on Tues-
day morning to “provide him with budget
information for a story he is writing. I
gave him my contact information, sug-
gesting he call me if he had any other
questions about the budget,” she said.

“Looking ahead to future collabora-
tions with our local newspapers, it is my
sincere hope that The Westfield Leader
will begin to utilize a similar approach in
their communications with the
Mountainside Schools staff members as
we value our partnership with that publi-
cation as well,” she continued. “This will
begin with our request for The Leader to
refrain from writing articles that suggest
that the Mountainside School District staff
members are not as forthcoming as they
should be specific to requests for infor-
mation. Clearly, this is not the case as
highlighted in our reputed experience with
The Local Source.”

“We’ve always been open. That edito-
rial was grand standing,” said board Vice-
President Gene Nagel about The Westfield
Leader’s coverage of the BOE.
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County Begins Grading of
Now-Defunct Golf Course

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLARK — Union County employ-
ees have begun bulldozing the now-
defunct Oak Ridge Golf Course in
Clark. County officials shut the facility
last month over a projected $400,000
operating deficit.

County Manager George Devanney
told The Westfield Leader and The Times
that county workers are “preparing [Oak
Ridge] to use it as a park.” “We are not
planning to go to outside  contractors
for this summer,” said Mr. Devanney,
noting that staff in the county’s Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and Com-
munity Renewal would do the work in-
house. He also said meetings are being
held with staff to decide what county
programs might be held at Oak Ridge
this summer. Also, he said workers are
searching for the best location to place
an archery range. A group of archery
enthusiasts attended a recent meeting
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders in
support of installing an archery range
somewhere at Oak Ridge.Walking/bike
paths and ice skating are also under
consideration by county officials.

“It’s going to be a multi-use park,”
county spokesman Sebastian D’Elia
said of Oak Ridge. Officials announced
on Tuesday that the county will hold its
Summer Arts Festival at Oak Ridge on
July 8 and 22 and August 5 and 19.
Family Flix, the county’s outdoor
movie series, will be held at Oak Ridge
on  August 11 and 18.

 The county manager said the grounds
have to be leveled to remove sand traps
and other golf-related features. He also
said a report from a structural-engi-
neering firm is pending with regard to
the Oak Ridge clubhouse, which was
closed due to safety concerns. Mr.

Devanney said rotting trees near the
historic clubhouse also posed a danger’s
to the structure.

Finn: BOE Must Plan
For Long-Term Events

Campaigning for the Westfield Board
of Education has been challenging and
rewarding. I have learned much about our
school system and the talented profes-
sionals who serve our children so well. I
have also learned much about the con-
cerns voiced by many of you – the voters.
I share similar apprehension about the
economy, the budget, property taxes, real-
estate values and, yes, redistricting.

I offer my focus and commitment to get
us through the tough times that lie ahead.
Westfield has a very rich tradition of high
quality education. I am up to the challenge
to collaborate with fellow board members,
the superintendent and other concerned
parties with a sense of accountability, trans-
parency, more open communication and a
commitment to uphold Westfield’s tradi-
tion of educational excellence.

We can no longer allow outside factors
to influence something we hold as pre-
cious as the education of our children. We
must improve upon the way by which we
plan in the long term for events such as
enrollment surges, economic downturns
and the obsolescence of our physical plant
– all in an environment where we will
witness less and less state funding over
the coming years. I will work to ensure we
do not plan from year to year, but in a
more comprehensive manner.

I am confident that my combined experi-
ence in professional services sales, employee-
benefit consulting, fundraising and
volunteerism uniquely qualify me for a posi-
tion on the Westfield Board of Education.

I look forward to your support on Tues-
day, April 21. Thank you and please do
not forget to vote.

David Finn
Westfield
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Ten Candidates File for
Seats on UC Freeholders
By JOSEPH G. AUBOURG

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – Ten candidates
filed last week for three slots on the
Board of Chosen Freeholders, includ-
ing two incumbents. In addition, two
candidates filed for county surrogate.

Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle is the
Democratic nominee to fill the seat of
retiring four-term Freeholder Chester
Holmes. Mr. Jalloh currently serves
as the assistant county counsel and an
adjunct professor at Kean University.

With unemployment on the rise, the
freeholder candidate said he would use
the county’s resources for economic
growth such as “planning assistance,
project oversight, grants and a variety
of loan programs offered through enti-
ties such as the county’s economic de-
velopment division, the Union County
Improvement Authority, the Workforce
Investment Board and the Union County
Economic Development Corporation.”
As a freeholder, he said he would work
on a new jobs initiative “to stabilize the
economy and identify growth segments
for new opportunities.”

Mr. Jalloh  said he would lobby the
governor’s office for property tax re-
form as well as look for more ways to
share services and consolidate gov-
ernmental operations while finding
additional revenue sources “to help
stabilize the burden on homeowners.”

Anthony Sytko, a Garwood Re-
publican councilman, said “there is
not any opposition on the nine-mem-
ber board.” He said that, “No one who
is currently serving in the Board of
Freeholders represents a majority of
Union County. They just represent
the City of Elizabeth. In the last couple
of election cycles for Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, 15 out
of the 21 towns in Union County
voted Republican, but the Democrats
seem to get the majority of their votes
from the eastern part of Union
County.”

Mr. Sytko said, “Most of the mu-
nicipalities in Union County support
the idea of breaking up the county.
Instead of nine at-large members of
the Board of Union County Freehold-
ers, the freeholders would be divided
into nine different parts of the county.”

Republican Nicole Cole of Fanwood
has a background in public policy,
working as an attorney and with the
State Legislature. “Union County has
been ruled by one party for too long,”
she said. “I’m running so we can better
represent the people of Union County
and get rid of the nepotism that sur-
rounds this one-party rule.”

The freeholders’ handling of the
recent decision to close Oak Ridge
Golf Course in Clark, she said, was
void of resident input. “There were
no hearings or forums for the citizens
to voice their concerns and comments
on the closing of the golf course,” she

said. “Many of the residents are now
irate and irritated over its closing
because Ash Brook and Galloping
Hill (golf courses) will be even more
crowded than before.”

“This is not just about a golf course
closing. The problem is that the people
were not represented. Where were the
open meetings? Where are the feasi-
bility studies about closing the course?
What about privatization? It is just
another example of the one-party rule
not being challenged,” she said.

To lure more businesses into Union
County, she said taxes must be cut and
regulation streamlined. “I would work
with all levels of the state and private
enterprise to alter the business land-
scape to bring businesses back to Union
County.” Ms. Cole also said an inde-
pendent county audit needs to be
conducted.“Let’s have our counterparts
justify where the money is going.”

Mr. Miranda was unavailable for
an interview.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella said that he wants
to “continue the progress we are mak-
ing in helping to rebuild Union
County’s economy despite the na-
tional recession..” He said the county
has worked with the Obama adminis-
tration to win more than $25 million
in grant money that is being used to
assist the unemployed, expand edu-
cation and job training, create new
jobs, rebuild infrastructure and help
homeowners stay in their houses. The
county also created a a Foreclosure
Task Force to help homeowners stay
in their homes.

“The focus of this taskforce is meet-
ing with counseling agencies to help
provide funding through stimulus
monies for additional counselors and
is also holding meetings with banks
to work out improved terms on this
issue, among its many activities,”
Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said.

GOP surrogate candidate Arthur
Zapolski of Linden said he has 25
years of experience in public service
in the United States Air Force. In
addition, he practiced law for about
30 years and has taught law as an
adjunct professor. As surrogate, he
said would reach out to residents on
the importance of having a will and
to have seminars and open offices
hours.

Incumbent James LaCorte was un-
available for an interview.

Also running for freeholder in the
June Primary Election are Democrats
Carmen Southward of Linden and
Marlena Abitanto of Elizabeth, run-
ning under the slogan “Democrats for
Tax Reductions,” and Harry O. Wyatt,
Jr. and James E. Moore, Sr., both of
Roselle, running under the name
“Roselle Independent Democrats.”
The four candidates did not respond
to repeated interview requests.

Oak Ridge to be
Concert, Movie Park
COUNTY – The Union County Parks

Department is moving quickly to convert
former Oak Ridge Golf Course to Oak
Ridge Park. Outdoor movies and music
are on the schedule for the new park this
summer as part of county’s Summer Arts
Festival and Family Flix series.

“This is a wonderful opportunity for
neighbors to get acquainted with Oak
Ridge as an open public park for all to
enjoy, and it enables us to extend some of
our most popular community services to
more residents,” said Union County Free-
holder Chairman Alexander Mirabella.

This year, the golf course was closed
leaving the county with two public golf
courses, Ash Brook and Galloping Hill.

The Union County Summer Arts Fes-
tival of free outdoor concerts has been on
the region’s cultural scene since 1961. It
has been held in various Union County
parks, most recently at Echo Lake. This
summer, the Summer Arts Festival will
alternate locations weekly, starting with
July 1 at Echo Lake and July 8 at Oak
Ridge. The other Oak Ridge dates are
July 22, August 5, and August 19. All
concerts will start at 7:30 p.m.

Family Flix, the county’s free outdoor
summer movie series, will also alternate
between Oak Ridge and other county
parks. The Oak Ridge dates are August 11
and 18, and the films will start at 8:45 p.m.

Attendees at all of the events are en-
couraged to bring picnics, blankets, and
lawn chairs. Food vendors are also avail-
able for drinks and snacks.

Oak Ridge is at the southern border of
the county between Clark and Scotch
Plains, adjacent to the county’s Ash Brook
Reservation and Ash Brook Golf Course.
For more information, call the county
parks department at (908) 527-4900.

Springfield Council Mulls
Budget and Expenses

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield
Township Committee on Tuesday nar-
rowly approved a resolution to allow
the township emergency management
coordinator and deputy coordinator
to spend $990 for equipment at a
convention in Dayton, OH.

The committee is made up of five
members, including the mayor. Each
member is elected to a three-year
term. There are currently four Demo-
crats and one Republican on the com-
mittee.

The resolution authorized the em-
ployees, who are attending the con-
ference at their own expense, to pur-
chase equipment they feel the town-
ship needs. The money was previ-
ously appropriated in their budget,
but the expense requires township
committee approval.

During the pre-meeting workshop,
Republican Committeeman Ziad An-
drew Shehady questioned the ex-
pense, stating that there is nothing the
township needs at this time.

It was explained that the amount is
not required to be spent, but rather an
allowance to buy items at the trade
show that they feel the township needs.

Committeeman Ken Faigenbaum
said there is no guarantee they won’t
“come back with comic books and
playboys.”

Mr. Shehady said that while he
didn’t think the employees would be
irresponsible, he was uncomfortable,
“giving them a blank check to spend
money for stuff they don’t need.”

Deputy Mayor Beth Manes said
that she would like to have seen ex-
amples of things bought in past years
and that she felt this was the wrong
year to be approving this type of
expenditure.

The resolution passed in a 3-2 vote
with Committeeman Faignebaum and
Deputy Mayor Manes voting no. Mr.
Shehady ultimately approved the reso-
lution stating that he, “hope(s) they
don’t spend” the money.

Resident Sanford Weinger was the
only resident to speak during the pub-
lic comment portion of the meeting.
Mr. Weinger spent his allotted 10
minutes questioning the “miscella-
neous” category under each
department’s budget. He stated that
this item should be reduced in all
departments and suggested that this
line was being used to “hide” expen-
ditures.

Committeeman Feigenbaum, who
is also a Certified Public Accountant
(CPA), said that it is “not a mode of

hiding numbers” and explained that it
would be impossible to itemize every
item in such a large budget.

The committee is still working on
the municipal budget and has not set
a date for its introduction as of press
time. The current draft budget avail-
able on their website would allocate
nearly $28 million for municipal ex-
penses, an approximately $2 million
increase over 2008.

Mr. Shehady, the finance chairman,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the committee still has a lot of work to
do on the budget and has not made a
decision yet on the state’s offer to
allow town to defer this year’s pen-
sion contribution.

Also in attendance at the meeting
were Republican committee candi-
dates Marc Krauss and Jerry
Fernandez, who are running against
incumbent Ms. Manes and Mr.
Faigenbaum.

The committee members chose not
to make public comments so that the
members could attend the Spring-
field board of education candidates’
night, which was also being held on
Tuesday night.
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Union County Golfers:

Has the closing of Oak Ridge left you feeling
“sub par?”

Roselle G.C. is OPEN for our 92nd year!

Membership opportunities start at only $1,800.
No greens fees, no mandatory carts, and no 5
hour rounds!

Just a friendly, private golf club experience.

Roselle Golf Club, Your New Home for 2009

Woerner Asks Community to Vote for
Scotch Plains-Fanwood School Budget
Our towns, our counties, our states, our

families are facing unprecedented chal-
lenges. The shenanigans on Wall Street
have hit Main Street. My savings account is
a mere shadow of its former self. I have time
before I retire, but what about those who
have already retired. What about the money
put away for your child’s college fund?
Running our school district, town or family
budget is not business as usual. That’s why
this year’s budget made unprecedented re-
ductions, in size and breadth.

The carefully developed budget for our
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district,
strikes a balance between cutbacks, new
revenue sources and a tax increase that is
below the state cap of 4 percent. To keep
taxes down, we eliminated 18 teaching and
non-teaching positions, imposed fees on
student activities and on our preschool pro-
gram, and we deferred all but the most
essential repairs and improvements.

Our communities have consistently ap-
proved our schools budgets for the past 14
years. If the budget fails to gain approval,
the two town councils will have to make
reductions that will make very few people,
very pleased with the outcome. For every
additional $100,000 cut from the budget,
a resident of Scotch Plains will save $5 a
year, and a Fanwood resident would save
about $8 a year. These reductions are
likely to disrupt the careful balance
achieved in the proposed budget.

Business Week recently named Scotch

Plains as the number one suburban commu-
nity in N.J. based on affordability, housing
and the quality of our schools. Your vote for
the school budget will help insure that our
school system remains high quality.

I like the old saying that “We don’t give
out prizes for predicting a flood, just for
building the best ark.” The 2009-2010
budget is our best ark in these stormy
waters. Please help keep us afloat with
your vote on April 21.

Betty Anne Woerner
Scotch Plains

AWARDS…The Rotary Club of Westfield (RCW) on March 23 presented Diane
Taylor with their Emerson Thomas Award for her work in the community.
Robert Brewster received the James Coventry Award for community work.
William Crandall received the Volunteer Award for outstanding volunteerism.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Mr. Brewster, Mr. Crandall, Ms. Taylor and
RCW President Mark Elsasser.

Mattessich Says He Can ‘Get the Job
Done Right’ As Member of  WF BOE
Whether you knew me before I signed

up to run for the board of education, or
you have come to know me through the
many statements I have made in The
Leader, during board meetings or during
the Candidate’s Forum, you know that I
stand for several simple premises: fiscal
responsibility, transparency and accessi-
bility.

Campaigning for over two months has
been extremely gratifying – leading to
many discussions with new and old
friends in all phases of life: first-time
home buyers drawn to Westfield by our
excellent school system; parents with
multiple children in the system eager to
share their many wonderful, and nega-
tive, experiences with our schools, and
our senior citizens, who are tough on the
budget, yet sympathetic to the schools
where their children were educated. All
of you value the things that I stand for,

and I value all of your support.
This year’s election is particularly criti-

cal because whoever is elected will have
to lead through budget cuts that will reso-
nate for years. I have the strong legal,
business and financial background to get
the job done right. I am a practicing
attorney, have a MBA in finance and have
worked as a CPA. I have significant expe-
rience in project management and busi-
ness planning, and have counseled many
boards of directors over the years.

Westfield enjoys a tradition of excel-
lence in education. That is no accident.
Let’s keep it going! Please vote for me,
Rich Mattessich, next Tuesday! Thank
you.

Rich Mattessich
Westfield

FW Tax Increase
Estimate Drops to $407

Before I begin to advocate for our com-
munities’ school budget, there has been an
important update related to the Fanwood
portion of the tax levy related to the school.

Based on updated information given to
the school district from the borough clerk of
Fanwood, the initial estimate of average tax
increase for Fanwood has been dropped
from $458 per household to $407.

The initial estimate was based on the
ratables as of October 2008. Due to updated
additional ratables, the dollar amount will
be spread over a wider base, causing the per-
Fanwood household amount to decrease
$51 from the original estimate.

In regards to the budget that voters
from Fanwood and Scotch Plains will be
voting on:

The district has not removed any co-
curricular activities from any of our schools.
We have maintained some of the lowest
class sizes when compared to like districts
within our area.

Our per-pupil spending is near the bot-
tom of the county when comparing to our
like districts. Our administrative spending
per-pupil is also near the bottom of the
county when compared with other like dis-
tricts. I believe when you review the facts on
spending within our district, you will see
that although our costs are rising, we are
spending prudently.

I ask for Scotch Plains residents to sup-
port my candidacy for re-election and for all
residents to support our school budget.

Trip Whitehouse
Scotch Plains

A ‘New Perspective’ is
Needed on WF BOE

Due to the economic conditions and
continued school board budget constraints,
it is time to look at everything from a
different perspective and with new board
members. We have to find new creative
ways of funding the necessary projects for
the sake of our children’s education and
development. We cannot continue to do
things the same way as before, and the
Westfield residents cannot accept the maxi-
mum tax increase each year as the first step
in meeting the budget gaps. I will help find
better solutions, to continue offering the
best education for our children.

Michael McLane
Westfield

Clancy Says Children’s
Edu. is Foremost Issue
I hope that it has become evident that I am

running for re-election to the Westfield Board
of Education because of my passion for
education and for the children in our com-
munity. I am dedicated to ensuring that all of
the children in our community enter into
society with a solid foundation of knowl-
edge, members of society with both the tools
and the resources they need to reach their
greatest potential and with the ability and
desire to become life-long learners.

As a current board member, I have had
the opportunity to listen and learn from our
administrators, teachers and staff and the
community. I have asked many questions
and gained knowledge and insight into un-
derstanding our school district. I have grown
to appreciate even more the vital connection
that we have between our schools, parents
and the community.

I understand that we currently face many
challenges, particularly financially, but we
must continue to provide a diversity of pro-
grams and maintain our high standards of
quality education. Looking forward, it is in-
evitable that difficult decisions will need to be
made. I am committed to seeking new and
creative ways to address our current issues.

I feel so fortunate to live in a community
that so strongly supports our children’s edu-
cation. It takes a team of us all working
together to make our school district a suc-
cess, and it is my hope to continue serving
you and our children as a member of the
Westfield Board of Education. On April 21,
please support our school budget, and I hope
you will support me as your candidate.

Jane Clancy
Westfield

Monteiro Cites Her Track Record
With State Regulatory Agencies

Westfield family and friends, it is with
sincere gratitude and honor that I thank
you for giving me the opportunity to
voice my thoughts and opinions as they
impact our children and their quality of
education.

If elected, you have my commitment to
work diligently with my fellow candi-
dates and the board of education in order
to find solutions, whether traditional or
novel in nature, to the many challenges
we face. I believe that by engaging par-
ents, students and families in the process,
we will collectively be able to make a
positive difference in our Westfield com-
munity.

My leadership qualities and proven
track record in dealing with state regula-
tory agencies for the past two decades
will enable me to bring valuable experi-
ence and expertise to the board. I have the

ability to maintain an overall perspective
in achieving favorable solutions while at
the same time being able to focus on the
myriad of details involved in the process.

A gap of $3 million in our funding
budget is very serious and is not accept-
able. Such a shortfall should have been
anticipated years ago. If elected, I prom-
ise to use my experience in long-term
planning and budgeting to overcome fu-
ture financial deficits.

I love the town of Westfield, which I
call home, and will bring fresh views and
methodology towards the challenges we
face. I continue to learn and would want
to take on this public service for you, my
family, my friends and my Westfield com-
munity.

Kathy Monteiro
Westfield

Lewis Committed to
‘Excellence in Education’

It has been an honor and privilege to
serve the community of Garwood as a
member of the board of education. When
I joined the board six years ago, I was
motivated by my deep sense of commit-
ment to my community and my belief in
the power and promise of education.

I remain dedicated to the pursuit of a
superior educational experience for all
our students, while striving to be fiscally
responsible in these exceedingly diffi-
cult times.

I am prepared to face the many chal-
lenges that lie ahead. I would consider it
an honor to continue to work with the
community towards our common pur-
pose of commitment to excellence in
education.

Adele Lewis
Garwood

Asm. Bramnick to Speak
To Senior Citizens Today

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) is
scheduled to speak to senior citizens
at the Westfield Community Center
on Thursday, April 16.

His presentation, entitled “The
Lighter Side of Trenton,” will edu-
cate seniors on what is going on in
Trenton, as the state deals with the
current economic crisis. The public is
invited to attend. This half-hour pre-
sentation will take place just prior to

lunch hour at 11:45 a.m.
There is a suggested donation of

$1.75 for lunch. Those wishing to
remain for lunch following Mr.
Bramnick’s presentation must order
lunch in advance by noon the day
before. The Westfield Community
Center is located at 558 West Broad
Street.

For additional questions, to order
lunch or to get directions to the Cen-
ter, call (908) 232-4759.

FightSMA Sets Rubber
Duck Race Date

WESTFIELD – The FightSMA
Rubber Duck Race Returns on June 7
at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
The New Jersey Chapter of
FightSMA will host its Third Annual
Rubber Duck Race to Benefit
FightSMA.

The public can purchase ducks for
racing at Adopt-A-Duck Day on April
25 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the
gazebo on Dudley Avenue near
Roosevelt Intermediate School, or
go to fightsma.com and order online
(minimum charge of $25 online).

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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History Fun Shows That Westfield
Mayor Alex Williams Was Opposed

Regarding [the caption of past Westfield]
mayors honored on page one of The
Westfield Leader, Thursday, March 26:
Sorry Mr. [Alex] Williams but your facts
are wrong and even though Mr. Frigerio
and Mr. [Allen] Chin may have laughed to
be polite, they knew you were wrong.

You were opposed, and you won by the
“up to then” narrowest of mayoral mar-
gins. I’m sure that The Leader archives
will bear this out. Mr. [Mark] Ciarrocca
was a mere lad at the time but his father
was Mr. Williams’ opponent’s campaign
manager back when he was elected 3rd
Ward councilman in 1964.

That aside, I agree that Westfield can
be very proud of all their mayors who
collectively have made the town one of
the finest in the nation.

Peter Cowles
Westfield

Editor’s Note: Having fun with the
history challenge by Mr. Cowles: Mr.
Williams was elected to Westfield Town
Council in 1968 and was elected mayor
twice, serving from 1974 to 1978. He was
opposed by Mr. Cowles in 1976.

The Westfield Leader
October 17, 1974

Westfield Democratic mayoral candi-
date John D. Fife said today that Repub-
lican candidate Alex Williams’ proposal
for “merit badge” awards for homes “is
ludicrous in the face of Westfield’s need

for intelligent and dynamic leadership.”
November 7, 1974

Williams Mayor-Elect; GOP, Demo-
crats split council races. First Ward Coun-
cilman Alex Williams defeated former
Democratic Councilman John Fife by
1543 votes to succeed Mayor Donn A.
Snyder Jan. l.

October 28, 1976
Peter F. Cowles, Democratic candi-

date for mayor, pledged today an admin-
istration committed to “decisive action
on problems directly affecting the people
of Westfield — public safety, flood con-
trol, senior citizens needs, traffic and street
problems, recreation, anti-crime measures
and preservation of the character of our
town.”

November 4, 1976
Republicans took a clean sweep of

municipal offices in Tuesday’s election,
with Mayor Alexander S. Williams re-
turned to office...

Peter Cowles, 1976

Budget Defeat Could
Damage Arts Education

Over the past month, I have had the
privilege of attending the musicals per-
formed by Westfield High School,
Roosevelt Intermediate School and Edison
Intermediate School. All three perfor-
mances were remarkably well done and
entertaining, demonstrating talent, com-
mitment and hard work by the students
and high-quality instruction and direc-
tion by the dedicated drama staff.

These musicals are an example of the
fine education the Westfield school dis-
trict provides our children. In light of
these wonderful performances, I urge
Westfield residents to vote to pass the
school budget on April 21.

The budget, by necessity, already con-
tains painful cuts that affect all of our
students. If it is defeated, then further
cuts, including cuts to the drama faculty,
may be required, damaging the quality of
our children’s arts education and the repu-
tation of Westfield’s schools and the town
as a whole.

Please vote “Yes” to the school budget
on April 21.

Gabrielle Hecht
Westfield

Reader Says ‘No’ Vote on School
Budget is ‘Not a Bad Idea’

Reader Remembers ‘My Friend
Kirk,’ a ‘Prince Among Men’

On Monday afternoon, there was a
horrific accident at the corner of North
Avenue and East Broad Street. Yet an-
other pedestrian was killed by a car. He
was waiting as he should on the sidewalk
by a crosswalk to cross the street and was
mowed down, dragged and crushed as the
car hit another vehicle. Mercifully, I hope,
his lights went out quickly and com-
pletely.

That pedestrian was my friend, Kirk
Kinkade. He was in his mid thirties, spoke
fluent French and also Spanish (as a result
of having lived in Argentina for a few
years), was working part time at the “Y”
and substituted at Westfield High School
while he prepared to get a teaching job.

By Westfield’s standards, he was but
modestly successful. By my standards
and those slews of friends whose lives
have been touched by his, he was a prince
among men.

Everywhere he went, he made tons of
friends. He was attentive to their feelings
and needs, and when you spoke to him, he
really listened and was interested (I sup-
pose whether he was interested or not).
He wouldn’t know this about himself
because he didn’t have a huge ego and
frequently disavowed these wonderful
traits, but he was a wonderful friend.

I never heard anything from him but
kindness, concern and love of his fellow

men. That this violent and untimely death
should be visited upon Kirk is another
unexplained injustice in this world that
we will never understand.

An ocean full of tears will be shed this
Friday [April 10] as he is laid to rest by his
mother, father and best friend, Duncan.

North Avenue, a street that I have called
home for 25 years and my family for
nearly 80, has become a dangerous place.
A street to be crossed at your peril. Am I
the only Westfielder who finds this alarm-
ing?

I “commute” less than a mile to work
straight down North Avenue and never
does a day go by that I do not see dozens
of violations of the traffic laws (speeding,
cell phone usage, light jumping, jay-walk-
ing, etc.) as I go to work.

Our beautiful town is being marred by
the body count. I call for the police de-
partment to have a zero-tolerance policy
about this flagrant and disturbing disre-
gard for safe driving and pedestrian laws
that have such sad and wasteful results.

Let’s write tickets for offenses that cost
blood and lives and let the parking viola-
tions take care of themselves.

Perhaps Kirk’s death can make us sit
up and take notice finally!

Nancy Humphrey
Westfield

SP-F Superintendent Hayes
Discusses Difficult Budget Choices

How can the board of education pro-
pose a school budget to the citizens of
Westfield without utilizing all financial
resources of the community?

School taxes account for 62 percent of
local funds collected. The taxes increase
annually without fail. In January 1997,
the board majority voted to spend mil-
lions of dollars on 302 Elm Street, a
building with no students at a time when
children were in classrooms in trailers.

Since then, classroom dollars have
flowed into this well-located, energy-
wasting hulk of a building housing only a
few administrators. The question remains
how can the funds from the sale of the
property at 302 Elm Street as well as the
revenue stream from putting it on the tax
rolls be ignored.

A number of large districts in Union
County have administrative offices in-
side school buildings, a wise and eco-
nomic plan. Can the extra space at Edison
Intermediate School be used for this pur-

pose? What about our other school build-
ings?

Over the years, a number of proposals
for relocating the maintenance facility
have been put forward. They all remain
viable. We are grateful that the school
election this year for board members is
contested, breaking the pattern of years of
uncontested ballots.

This brings hope of new vision and
fresh ideas to the board. We are grateful
also for those minority board members in
the past who voted for better planning.

A “no” vote on April 21 will bring a
review of the school budget to town coun-
cil, not a bad idea under these circum-
stances. A “no” vote would be one favor-
able to the young people of Westfield. A
child goes through the school years only
once. All available resources need to be in
the classroom.

Joanne Hone
Westfield

Our proposed school budget for the
2009-2010 school year reflects difficult
choices. Our budget is constrained by the
third year of the 4 percent revenue cap
imposed by the state legislature.

As we began budget preparations, we
anticipated that state aid for districts such
as ours would remain flat and asked all
budget managers to reduce their budgets
between 5 and 10 percent. Even with
these reductions, the budget needed to be
cut by $3.1 million to meet state budget
guidelines. That is the bad news.

The good news is that by carefully
balancing reductions across all school
district operations, the proposed 2009-
2010 budget will support the quality edu-
cation that our students need and deserve.

With the exception of programs that
are experiencing declining enrollments,
no programs have been cut. We are work-
ing to preserve favorable class sizes in the
early primary grades. We are continuing
the renewal of learning resources to keep
our programs current.

Biology texts that are nine years old
will be replaced, and new resources will
support our Advanced Placement Lan-
guage and Composition course. In the
fall, students will benefit from our new
Global Perspectives course for 11th grad-
ers.

Our fine co-curricular program, valued
by our community, will remain strong. To
avoid reductions in athletics, music and
co-curricular clubs and activities, we are
raising revenues through a fee structure,
which we believe is reasonable.

Seventh and eighth graders who par-
ticipate in athletics and/or small group
pull-out instrumental music lessons and

high school students who participate in
any athletic team or co-curricular activity
supported by coach/advisor stipends, will
be assessed a yearly fee of $100 regard-
less of the number of activities the student
selects.

Provisions for economic hardships will
be made. Without the support of these
revenues, the alternative is to reduce these
programs and limit opportunities for our
students.

The reductions to our budget are real,
and 18 positions have been lost. Our
district did not consider asking for waiv-
ers to increase the tax cap and pared back
to operate within a 3.1 percent cap, not the
4 percent permissible by law.

We incorporated suggestions from par-
ents and booster groups in crafting the
activity fee as it is now proposed.

If further reductions are mandated, the
tax savings are minimal. For every
$100,000 cut from our budget, Scotch
Plains taxpayers save an average of $5
annually and Fanwood taxpayers an aver-
age of $8 annually. For the district,
$100,000 equals two teaching positions.

With tight reductions made ahead of
the budget vote on April 21, a budget
defeat can force cuts to classroom and co-
curricular programs. We believe this bud-
get is fiscally sound and responsive to the
economic challenges faced by our com-
munities.

We need your thoughtful vote as we all
work together to make the best of these
challenging times. Our students are count-
ing on us.

Margaret Hayes
School Superintendent

Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Town, State Govt. Must
Ensure People’s Safety
Just hours after the deadly accident,

both the luminary pole and the walk sign
pole had been replaced, the pavement
washed and swept clean of any indication
that a brutal, unnecessary killing of Kirk
had occurred.

Not a word has been said about correct-
ing and improving traffic signage in the
deadliest intersections of Westfield. There
have been several deaths in recent years.
At the time the school board is deciding
whether to raise our taxes 5 percent or 10
percent on everyone, especially retirees,
nothing in council meeting minutes has
been addressing the grievous public safety
situation in town.

The first responsibility of government
is to protect its citizens, and not enough is
being done in Westfield, albeit the county
and the state and federal government-
involved agencies. When will this car-
nage be stopped?

Sam Stone
Westfield

Cartoon is ‘Gratuitous
Attack’ on Educators
The April 9 cartoon by Neseman, which

suggests that cutbacks in school funding
would result only in having secretaries
(rather than professionals) “handle the
football pool,” again underscores The
Leader’s gratuitous attacks on educators
and others who serve the public.

Given recent revelations on the ineffi-
ciencies in the banking and finance indus-
try, some of it bordering on the criminal,
one would think The Leader could do
better than to try to score sarcastic points
against those whose life work is to edu-
cate our children and youth.

Robert Anderson
Westfield

SP-F PTA President
Encourages ‘Yes’ Vote
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE has

continually put forth a fiscally respon-
sible budget and this year is no exception.

Our schools receive less than 8 percent
of funding from the state and federal
governments. This puts the burden on the
community to continue to support strong
academic programs for our students.

With less aid and higher costs, the
district looked to increase its income while
keeping tax increases down. This fall, the
school district will charge modest fees for
pre-school and high/middle school ac-
tivities.

No one wants to add to our families’
financial burden during these economic
times, but the fees are necessary to keep
our existing sports, music and other co-
curricular programs. The SP-F BOE has
listened to your concerns and made modi-
fications to the final budget.

Now, it is your turn to vote. On April
21, I encourage everyone to vote “Yes”
on the school budget and keep our quality
education in the hands of our elected
school officials. Polls are open from 2 to
9 p.m.

Karyn Steele
SP-F PTA Council President

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.

Weekend Sports - Monday 12 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.

Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com
For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atazir – The influence of a star upon

another, or upon man
2. Perdition – Complete and irrepa-

rable loss; ruin
3. Jennet – A female donkey or small

Spanish horse
4. Pterope – A fruit bat

JETTON
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
3. A play on words; a pun
4. The wattle of a fowl

PUCELAGE
1. Poise; dignity
2. Feminine beauty; charm
3. Virginity
4. Excessive boldness or confidence

FACUNDITY
1. Directness; honesty
2. Strong; powerful
3. Abundance in holdings, supplies,

etc.
4. Eloquence; readiness of speech

EXTERNAT
1. The outer or visible part
2. A freed slave
3. A day school
4. A wanderer; nomad

Are Mountainside Citizens’ Rights
Now Passé to Unresponsive BOE?

Last week, we wrote on the editorial page that some
Mountainside residents were upset that our newspaper’s
coverage of the Mountainside school system budget was
incomplete. We promised these readers improved cover-
age. Since April 3, using Open Public Records Act (OPRA),
we have attempted to obtain more information from the
school system in time to inform the voters prior to voting
on the budget and candidates for the board of education on
April 21. Regrettably, this has not been possible. The
school system has been stalling and has not provided the
information. We don’t understand why.

April 14, 2009 Letter to Chief School
Administrator Jeanette Baubles, Business
Administrator Roderic McLaughlin;
Mountainside School District

Sent by Fax and by Email
Subject: OPRA Request For Budget

Legal Notices (Last Five Years of Docu-
ments)

Dear Mrs. Baubles and Mr.
McLaughlin:

We have not received the documents
requested by our OPRA filing first deliv-
ered on April 3, 2009. Nor have we heard
from you when and if you intend to sup-
ply this public information, despite our
several Faxes, e-mail exchanges, tele-
phone conversations and unreturned
phone calls.

Your ignoring of, or appearance of
contempt for the OPRA law is regret-
table. Please advise me immediately if
you intend to change your ways on this
matter.

Very truly yours,
Horace Corbin, Publisher
——
From: Paul Peyton, Editor, 4/3/2009
Email To: Jeanette Baubles,  Roderic

McLaughlin,  Sue Nugent - Subject:
OPRA Request: Copies of 2005, 2006,
2007, 2008 and 2009 MS BOE Budget
Legals

Good morning Dr. Baubles and Mr.
McLaughlin, I just faxed over a OPRA
request for Mountainside School budget
legal notices for the past five years. We
have been receiving calls and e-mails
asking us to provide more detailed report-
ing on your budgets as we have done for
years in Westfield. We look forward to
receiving this information. Please let us
know when we can pick them up.

Paul Peyton
——
From: Mountainside School District,

Jeanette Baubles, Friday, April 03
Email To: editor@goleader.com
Cc: Mr. McLaughlin
Subject: RE: OPRA Request: Copies

of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 MS
BOE Budget Legals

Good afternoon, Paul:) We are in re-
ceipt of your OPRA request. Please clarify
the specific documents you are request-
ing. In so doing, please be advised that the
school district operates on a fiscal rather
than calendar year.

Dr. Baubles
——
From: Horace Corbin, Publisher, Fri-

day, April 03
To: Jeanette Baubles cc: Mr.

McLaughlin
Subject: Re: OPRA Request: Copies of

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 MS
BOE Budget Legals

Hello Jeanette Baubles,
Thank you for getting back to Paul.

He’s out of the office for a few minutes.
Specifically, we seek the following 5
documents:

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET
STATEMENT FOR THE SCHOOL
YEARS: 2009-2010; 2008-2009; 2007-
2008; 2006-2007 and 2005-2006.

Attached is the equivalent document

Citizens must stand up for their rights, otherwise gov-
ernment will take them away. It’s particularly discourag-
ing at this time of challenges for society. The public needs
complete information to make their best decisions.

When Mountainside residents go to the polls next
Tuesday, we ask them to consider whether their best
interests are being served by not having all the informa-
tion and to “rubber stamp” what they have been fed. This
should remain in everyone’s mind year-round.

Should we receive additional information from the school
system prior to the election, we will post it at goleader.com.

The following is the correspondence with the school system on this matter:
for Westfield, published in our newspa-
per on March 26, 2009 to help clarify the
request. What newspaper did you publish
this in? Thank you for your help. Can you
email these or would we need to pick
them up? If so, when are they available?

regards, Horace Corbin, Publisher
——
From: C. Hinke, 4/6/09, 10:50 a.m.
Email To: Baubles Cc:  McLaughlin
Subject: Re: OPRA Request: Copies of

2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009 MS
BOE Budget Legals

Dear Ms. Baubles, I spoke with Susan
Nugent today and she said you were work-
ing from home today. Can you please tell
us what time and place today we could
pick up the requested legal documents?

Best, Christina Hinke
——
From: Jeanette Baubles, Tuesday, April

07, 2009 7:25 p.m.
Email To: chinke@goleader.com Cc:

McLaughlin; press@goleader.com
Subject: RE: Re: OPRA Request: Cop-

ies of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009
MS BOE Budget Legals

Good evening, Christina:) As per our
Board policy, OPRA requests are to be
submitted on OPRA request forms before
processed. Please be sure to submit same
keeping in mind that some of what you
are requesting is not necessarily readily
available and will take some time to for-
ward to you.

Dr. Baubles
——
From: Horace Corbin, Wednesday,

April 08, 2009
Dear Mrs. Baubles,
We submitted the OPRA forms last

week; and as you can see in the dialogue
with you below last Friday. Our request is
simple and clear. The information we
seek is required by law to be a published
public notice. Thus, it should be readily
available in your files. The OPRA law,
NJSA 47:1A-1 et seq, is also clear regard-
ing timeliness for the requirement of pub-
lic officials to respond to requests for
information.

“The custodian of a government record
shall permit the record to be inspected,
examined, and copied by any person dur-
ing regular business hours; or in the case
of a municipality having a population of
5,000 or fewer according to the most
recent federal decennial census, a board
of education having a total district enroll-
ment of 500 or fewer, or a public authority
having less than $10 million in assets,
during not less than six regular business
hours over not less than three business
days per week or the entity’s regularly-
scheduled business hours, whichever is
less…”

regards, Horace Corbin, Publisher
——
From: Jeanette Baubles, Wednesday,

April 08, 2009 12:03 p.m., cc: McLaughlin
To: Horace Corbin
Subject: RE: Re: Re: OPRA Request:

Copies of 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and
2009 MS BOE Budget Legals

Good afternoon, Mr. Corbin:) In your
initial OPRA request, you had asked for

calendar year documents. Additionally,
the description you used to identify the
records you might be seeking required us
to ask you for clarification to determine
the specific record you were requesting.

Accordingly, to assist you in your re-
quest, we informed you of a need to revise
and clarify your request. OPRA requires
that requesters identify the specific
record(s) desired and that a records re-
quest form must be used to ask for the
record(s). OPRA also requires that re-
questers must receive a response as soon
as possible, after the custodian receives a
complete and correct request but permits
governmental entities time to retrieve re-
quested documents, which may be in stor-
age or otherwise not immediately avail-
able.

Once we receive the revised OPRA
request form with your recent clarifica-
tion, your request will be processed. We
look forward to hearing from you.

Dr. Baubles
——
From: Christina Hinke, Wednesday,

April 08, 2009 2:25 PM
Email To: Sue Nugent, cc: McLaughlin,

Baubles, editor@goleader.com
Dear Sue, Attached is the new request

for the school budget statements. I will
also fax it over to you as well. Could
please review it and let me know if this is
filled out properly and to the district’s
standards?

Best, Christina Hinke
——
Phone call: Hinke with Nugent, April

08, 2009 2:30 PM. Sue confirmed she
received the revised OPRA request and
has taken it to Mr. McLaughlin; by Chris-
tina Hinke

——
Text of OPRA Request April 8, 2009:
SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET

STATEMENT FOR THE SCHOOL
YEARS: 2009-2010; 2008-2009; 2007-
2008; 2006-2007 and 2005-2006.

Also provide the date of publication
and the newspaper where each of the
above was published. The school district
budget statements referred to are for the
Mountainside School District and it is
preferred that it be supplied to The
Westfield Leader newspaper electroni-
cally by e-mail to editor@goleader.com,
if possible, otherwise please call and we
will pick them up.

——
Editor’s Note April 14: Phone calls to

the Mountainside Schools each business
day since April 8 were unanswered; leav-
ing messages on their answering machine,
calls have not been returned.

April 14, noon; Note from Christina
Hinke: Sue Nugent called saying that
they plan to have the documents to us
tomorrow. She was not sure what time
they would be ready. She said they are
still trying to collect the information and
that the data is “not all in one place.” She
said they were in touch with the newspa-
per to get some of the data. She was not
sure which newspaper that was saying ‘he
has been handling all of that,’ meaning
McLaughlin.

See more letters on pages 16, 17
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Rutgers Day Invites New Jerseyans
To Explore Their State University

It Is Critically Important That
Police Forces Remain Intact

In each recession faced by the United
States since World War II, there is evi-
dence to support that the crime rate has
increased while citizens feel the economic
pinch. So, with history as our guide, this
is the time to act and ensure that our law-
enforcement agencies are not cut so much
as to put officers safety at risk and to
continue the commitment to the public’s
security.

Taking appropriate measures now will
likely mean law-enforcement agencies in
Union County and its municipalities will
emerge from the recession largely intact.
Economic experts say that this current
recession began in December 2007 and
recent statistics, compiled by the New
Jersey State Police, indeed show a rise in
crime.

Countywide, the violent-crime rate rose
13.3 percent and non-violent crime by
12.5 percent. In Elizabeth – the county’s
largest municipality – there was a dra-
matic increase, including a 33.9 percent
rise in robberies for 2008, a 33.2 percent
jump in burglaries and a 34.5 percent rise
in assaults.

Nationally, the numbers are similar. In
August of last year, the U.S. Conference
of Mayors surveyed mayors and police
chiefs from 134 U.S. cities on the current
economic downturn’s impact on local
crime.

Forty-two percent of the surveyed cit-
ies reported increases in crime that they
attributed to the current economic crisis.
The cities that claimed increases of crime
reported that property crime, larceny,
drug-related crimes, youth gang violence
and weapon offenses all rose.

Unfortunately, while criminals increase
their activity, those of us in law enforce-
ment and in particular police departments
are potentially looking at a dramatic re-
duction in funding.

The local police are the first line of
defense against criminals. Earlier this
month, I had the opportunity to address

many of Union County’s mayors and
officials during a dinner hosted by the
Gateway Regional Chamber of Com-
merce. I used that time to urge them to be
very careful when it comes to reducing
their law-enforcement budgets.

It is no secret, I said, that by reducing
the numbers of police, it potentially cre-
ates a greater risk to residents. Having
served as mayor of Berkeley Heights, I
understand the budgetary concerns in this
troubled economy. However, I strongly
urged the mayors to resist the temptation
of reducing local police departments’ bud-
gets.

Unfortunately, turning to the
prosecutor’s office is not the viable op-
tion it once was because we, too, have
been asked to do more with less following
the latest county budget. The prosecutor’s
Office continues to handle all child sex
and physical abuse cases (under the age of
13), all homicides, suspicious deaths, mid
to upper level drug distribution cases,
financial and complex criminal cases.

However, without the existing munici-
pal police departments’ support in man-
power to assist in our task forces to handle
many of these cases, it would be very
difficult for this office to continue to
provide the same level of service to each
of the county’s 21 municipalities.

Noted economists have recently said
that even if this recession ends by the end
of 2009. it will be several years before the
economy returns to full throttle. During
the recession it is critically important that
municipalities keep their police forces
intact and well funded.

So, while we face trying times and
must make difficult decisions regarding
budgets, I am confident that we will
emerge from this recession with a strong
police presence committed to the contin-
ued safety and strong quality of life each
of us deserve.

Theodore Romankow,
Union County Prosecutor

Rich in tradition, Rutgers is about to
add a new one, and the entire state is
invited to join in. The first-ever Rutgers
Day, featuring free performances, dem-
onstrations, tours and kid-friendly activi-
ties, will be held on Saturday, April 25,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Rutgers Day will provide an opportu-
nity for New Jerseyans of all ages to
explore their state university in a day of
fun, learning and discovery. A lively mix
of nearly 400 events will be offered on
university campuses in New Brunswick
and Piscataway as Rutgers rolls out the
“scarlet carpet” for the state’s citizens.

Admission is free, and Rutgers Day
“loop” buses will provide free transporta-
tion among activity zones. Free parking
will be available. Visitors are encouraged
to plan their day by visiting the Rutgers
Day website at rutgersday.rutgers.edu for

program schedules and maps.
Rutgers Day will include the popular

New Jersey Folk Festival. It is a chance
for people not ordinarily visiting our cam-
puses to get an inside glimpse of their
state university and experience its social,
cultural and intellectual vibrancy.

Richard McCormick,
Rutgers President

On WF Town Races…Actions Speak
Louder Than Words, Mr. Haas

I was sorry to read Mr. [David] Haas’
comments of our mayor, Andy Skibitsky.
I am a third ward resident, and Mr. Haas
is one of my councilmen (sad to say). I
called him this past weekend to let him
know my disappointment in him and his
quotes in last week’s Leader.

While Councilman Haas was quoted
word for word, he implied that The Leader
printed stronger words than what he told
them. If that is indeed true, then Mr. Hass
should have The Leader make a correc-
tion.

I have been a resident of Westfield (the
third ward) since 1995, and the only time
I see Mr. Haas is when election comes
around and he wants my vote. As a life-
long registered Democrat, I must say that
the Democratic Party in New Jersey has
never impressed me.

They are all “talk and no action” (which
goes all the way up to our governor!). You
would think for an investment banker
(who I worked closely with on Wall
Street), Gov. Corzine could “whip this
state into fiscal responsibility,” but he has
just become “one of them.”

Mr. Haas was quoted as saying Mayor
Skibitsky is just a “manager of stasis” and
“when there are problems such as pot
holes and street repair, he makes sure to
get them solved.”

Well, I for one, am very grateful for
that and wish my block would be
repaired….we’ve had four new houses
built on our block, and more recently,
Elizabethtown Gas did major work dig-
ging and installing pipes down Virginia
and up Boynton.

I don’t see Mr. Haas down here getting
Elizabethtown Gas or their contractor,

WF School ‘Budget Protects the Core
Programs,’ Says BOE President

This year, preparing the school budget
has been especially challenging for the
Westfield Board of Ed (BOE). First, our
enrollment is the highest in 30 years. This
comes at a time of uncertainty in the
economy and when we need to be particu-
larly sensitive to our taxpayers. Second,
our revenues are shrinking, but we are
facing unusually high increases in health
insurance and special education costs. At
the same time, we want to ensure that all of
our 6,229 Westfield children continue to
receive the hallmark Westfield education.

Right now, every family in Westfield
is making hard choices. The BOE has also
made hard choices. To meet the challenge
of these economic times, our high enroll-
ment, decreasing revenues and spending
limits imposed by the state, we have had
to compromise by letting go of some
programs that have traditionally been part
of a Westfield education in order to hold
onto the signature programs and services
at the heart of that education. This budget
reflects those compromises.

Faced with an initial $3.5-million bud-
get gap, the administration and board
used creativity, fiscal prudence and value-
based judgments to eliminate spending,
find efficiencies and cut costs. We re-
tained essential services and valued pro-
grams, keeping early elementary class
sizes smaller, and our rich K-12 academic
curricula intact. Together, we ensured
that the budget protects the core programs
and values of our educational system –
values informed by community voices.
And yet, the board has also always re-
spected the voice of the taxpayer – espe-
cially in this time of alarming financial
circumstances and unprecedented eco-
nomic stress.

This is a budget that manages tax dollars
efficiently. Although the state agreed that
Westfield has legitimate reasons to in-
crease spending over the state’s initial
calculation, the BOE chose to accept less
than 47 percent of the state’s additional
spending approval, forgoing an additional
$845,000 in taxpayer spending also al-
lowed by the state. In these demanding
economic times, the board felt obligated to
more tightly constrain taxpayer spending.

In the end, our budget priorities make
it clear – in Westfield, kids count. Our
schools are the fabric of our community.
The Westfield board has worked hard to
protect the ‘Westfield Education’ – a pro-
gram that underlies the high achievement
of our children; a program valued by our
community.

Please join me and vote “yes” on April
21, to support the 2009-2010 Westfield
school budget. Vote “yes” to preserve the
“Westfield Education.”

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield BOE

Brennan for Mayor Is
‘Logical Choice’

It was a genuine pleasure to learn that
Bill Brennan, former Westfield munici-
pal judge, will be seeking the office of
mayor in the next election.

Bill was no stranger to us during the 22
years we lived in Westfield. He is a per-
son of impeccable character, a dedicated
professional and a person who cares about
people and community. He is a no-non-
sense, take charge type of man who takes
responsibility very seriously and has been
long admired by many local citizens, as
well as members of the legal profession.

The people of Westfield should not
judge this race by party affiliation but
should look at the credentials of who is
most qualified to serve as mayor of
Westfield. There should be no doubt that
Bill Brennan is the only logical choice.

Robert and Patricia Sheehan
Hilton Head Island, S.C.

School Budget Retains
‘Rich Experiences’

I am writing in support of the 2009-
2010 Scotch Plains-Fanwood school bud-
get. Like many of us, the members of the
board of education had to face the reali-
ties of a local, state and national economy
in crisis. Their challenge became how to
maintain the high educational standards
of our district while meeting the man-
dates of a 4 percent cap on spending and
a community demanding accountability.

The board of education has achieved
its goal. They have produced a budget,
which maintains all current programs and
is under the 4 percent spending cap.

In fact, after two rounds of reductions
totaling $3.1 million, the budget is well
under the cap, at 3.10 percent. In addition,
the community’s expectations to protect
class size and to offer a range of extra-
curricular activities were realized.

I am not thrilled with the prospect of
paying an activity fee, but I want my
children to have the rich experiences that
programs like sports and music provide. I
am also concerned that if the budget is
defeated, it will be turned over to the local
municipalities.

They will be expected to make deep
cuts in programs and staff. These cuts
would have a devastating impact on the
quality of our children’s education.

The board of education has done its
job. Now it is our turn. Support our
children’s education by voting “Yes” to
the 2009-2010 school budget on Tues-
day, April 21.

Cindy Clancy Warren
Scotch Plains

GET A
REBATE 
UP TO
$1,000
with $0 down 
and 0% interest 
for 6 months
when you buy any qualified
Bryant central A/C system 
from Petro!*

• Affordable monthly payments**

• FREE estimates
• 24/7 customer service

You may be eligible for 2009
tax credits of  up to $1,500 on
installation costs from the
recent Economic Stimulus
Package!†

Call today!
866.254.7645
petro.com

*Subject to credit approval by GE Money. Rebates vary and only apply to new, qualified
Bryant central air conditioning installations. Finance charges accrue from the date of
purchase at the rate in effect and all accrued finance charges for the entire 
promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the
end of the promotional period. **Payments vary and are subject to credit approval.
†2009 stimulus HVAC tax credits are available equal to 30% of the installed costs (up to
$1,500) of qualified SEER and EER equipment. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
Must present this ad at time of quote. Offer expires 6/30/09 and the equipment must 
be installed by 7/15/09. Offer is subject to change without notice. Additional terms and
conditions apply. NJ Lic. No. NJ13VH03882400. ©2009 Petro. P_09104

Keep a cool head 
and save this summer 
with Petro!

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Westfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area YWestfield Area Y    
    Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp Summer Camp 

2009200920092009 
One week or entire summer for  

campers 3-15.  

♦ Traditional and Specialty Camps 

♦ Half Day or Full Day  

♦ Before and After Camp Care  

♦ Diverse camp options with  

convenient times 

♦ Weekly Trips 

♦ Highly trained CPR & First Aid  

certified counselors. EMT on staff. 

♦ Fun, age-appropriate activities  

promoting teamwork, self-esteem, 

leadership and development. 

Westfield Area Y  
220 Clark Street  

Robert & Virginia Bauer  

Family Branch 

422 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 * 908-233-2700 

* www.westfieldynj.org 

Financial Assistance Available 

 

Join us on April 18th for 

Healthy Kids Day from 

 1-4 pm at the Main Y 
Facility for a fun-filled 

afternoon of FREE family 

activities! Register for 
camp at Healthy Kids Day 
and receive 5% off any 
week of camp and be 

entered into a drawing to 
win a FREE week of  

Traditional 

Day Camp 
valued at up 
to $268! 

Thank You to Those
Who Helped in Fire

I wish to thank the two police officers,
Chief Kelly and his firefighters, and the
emergency medical team for the prompt,
efficient care they gave me on January 12.
I had dialed 911 when my home took fire.

Shirley Clemens
Westfield

Henkels and McCoy, to fix our streets! I
also don’t see Mr. Haas getting the cau-
tion circle on Summit Court and Arthur
Place corrected.

Cars have to turn into Arthur Place to
avoid hitting the utility pole, putting pe-
destrians at risk (I’m also glad I don’t live
in that corner house….one day they might
have uninvited visitors with vehicle). This
may seem minor to Mr. Haas, but road
repair is a quality of life issue.

Mr. Haas was also quoted saying that
Mayor Skibitsky is “not providing vision
of where the town should be going nor the
leadership to get there.”

Well the mayor is only one person….it
is the whole council that is supposed to
work together to get things done. Which,
if Mr. Haas would stop bucking the other
council members, maybe bi-partisan unity
could help to get things done!

Mr. Haas was right about one quote,
saying Mayor Skibitsky is “genuinely
warm and friendly.” Congratulations for
getting something right!

Mayor Skibitsky is warm and friendly,
and he is genuinely concerned on all
matters affecting Westfield’s residents.
He has opened his office to all residents
for Saturday morning discussions, is tre-
mendously supportive of many business
people and projects and interviews them
on our town channel (36).

Mayor Skibitsky gives tirelessly of his
time and energies to address all issues
concerning our residents.

I voted for him in the past and will do
so again – that’s right, a Democrat who is
proud to vote Republican! Do you know
that New Jersey was only one of three
states back in 1864 that didn’t vote for
President Abraham Lincoln – one of our
greatest presidents ever! The stupid
Democratic machine was even at work
back then!

Michele McIntyre
Westfield

Write whatever you want.
We'll be publish it.

-------------
goleader.com/express
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“Hire A Professional”

For meetings, sports and reviews to be placed in

Annual Cleanup to Be Held
This Saturday In Borough

FANWOOD – Fanwood will hold its
20th Annual Clean Communities Day
this Saturday, April 18, as part of the
community’s observance of Earth Day.
Grant money was made available for
the event through the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protection.

Individual volunteers of all ages, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, interested organi-
zations and family groups are invited to
assemble at 8:30 a.m. by the Millen-
nium Clock at the south side parking lot
of the Fanwood train station.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to enjoy bagels (donated by
Fanwood Bagels and Deli), dough-
nuts and coffee while Fanwood De-
partment of Public Works (DPW)
Director Clint Dicksen, chairman of
the Fanwood Clean Communities
Committee, gives a short briefing.
Each participant will receive a cou-
pon for a slice of pizza from South
Street Café Pizza and Pasta.

Earth Day T-shirts, work gloves,
pick-up devices and plastic bags will
be distributed. An Earth Day tote
bag will be this year’s giveaway.

Joanne Gemenden, Union County
recycling coordinator, will provide
participating children with additional
“goodies.”

The 100 or so expected volunteers,
which usually includes borough offi-
cials, will be organized into teams
with a leader and then transported by
DPW employees to one of 13 loca-
tions designated for cleanup.

These include Forest Road Park,
LaGrande Park, the Carriage House
Park, the Borough Hall, the Fanwood
Memorial Library and the municipal
parking areas, along with the area
around the railroad tracks. At no cost
to the Borough of Fanwood, NJ Tran-
sit will provide two flagmen to en-
sure security for those assigned to
this area.

In addition, members of the
Fanwood Lions Club will pick up
litter along the borough’s stretch of
South Avenue. For more information
concerning this event, or if interested
in participating, call the Fanwood
DPW at (908) 322-7404. Walk-ins
also will be welcome.

College Club Fashion Show
To Include Pageant Winners

Georgine DiMariaAshley Fairfield

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present a fashion show-luncheon on
Sunday, April 26, from 11:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. entitled “An Afternoon at
the Cinema” at the Shackamaxon
Country Club, located at 1607
Shackamaxon Drive in Scotch Plains.

Fashions representing three spe-
cific movies will include clothing ap-
propriate for the office, the beach and
eveningwear. Georgine DiMaria, a
former Miss New Jersey, will enter-
tain with song while Ashley Fairfield,
the reigning Miss Jersey of 2008, will
model a variety of outfits. Lord &
Taylor of Westfield will provide the
fashions. All are invited to attend.
Tickets are $40.

The fashion show-luncheon also
will feature a 50/50 drawing, Select-
a-Gift baskets and a silent auction.
Among the silent auction prizes will
be a tennis lesson and lunch for four
at the Plainfield Country Club; a six-
bedroom Vermont home for a week-
end; one week at a Hilton Head condo;
two exhibition games to the Giants
plus a regular season game with park-
ing passes; a Rutgers football game
and tailgate party, and two nights at
the Manhattan Club in New York City.

All proceeds will go directly into the
College Club scholarship fund to pro-
vide scholarships for young women in
the local community. In 2008, the Col-
lege Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains
awarded $23,500 to students about to

enter college, as well as students cur-
rently enrolled in college. For reserva-
tions, call Ginger at (908) 889-4105.

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Library Concert to Salute
Great American Songbook

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will celebrate April as
Jazz Month and the Great American
Songbook with a concert featuring
the John Carlini Quartet on Sunday,
April 19, at 2 p.m. All are welcome.

Back by popular demand, this year
the quartet will feature area guitarist
John Carlini, master mandolinist Don
Stiernberg from Chicago, Brian
Glassman on bass and vocalist Bill
Robinson. They will cover the spec-
trum from the Great American
Songbook to jazz and swing stan-
dards to bluegrass to classical to gypsy
to Brazilian, among other genres.

Mr. Carlini has played the guitar
since 1955. His credits include be-
ing director and guitarist with the
David Grisman Quintet and serving
as orchestrator for the Dino De
Laurentiis film King of the Gypsies.
He also replaced guitarist Jerry
Garcia in the Great American Music
Band and was conductor of the Ice
Capades for eight touring seasons.

Mr. Carlini received a Drama
Desk nomination for his orchestra-
tions for the off-Broadway hit The
Song of Singapore and was a
Grammy nominee as guitarist on
“Dawg ’90” (David Grisman Quin-

tet). His column, “Taking It To The
Next Level,” appears in Flatpicking
Guitar magazine.

For decades, Mr. Stiernberg has
been known around Chicago as a
busy and versatile musician, turning
up on recording sessions and at vari-
ous performances to play mandolin,
guitar, other string instruments and
sing. He currently fronts his own jazz
quartet and recently established a fo-
cus on playing jazz on the mandolin.

As a member of The Jethro Burns
Quartet, he shared the stage with
such luminaries as Chet Atkins,
Steve Goodman and The Newgrass
Revival. He has appeared at festi-
vals and clubs around the country
and has released five titles on Blue
Night Records since 1999.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. To reserve a seat for this free
program, call (908) 322-6400. This
concert, along with many other events,
is being made possible with funds
raised by the non-profit Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library. For
information on getting involved with
the Friends group, contact Carol
Campell at campell@verizon.net or
(908) 322-9179.

“SONGBOOK” ON SUNDAY…Mandolinist Don Stiernberg, left, and guitarist
John Carlini will perform on Sunday, April 19, at 2 p.m. as part of the John Carlini
Quartet at the Fanwood Memorial Library. The concert will honor April as Jazz
Month and the Great American Songbook. The quartet also will feature Brian
Glassman on bass and vocalist Bill Robinson.

Robert Schroeder and Ms. Cristin Elizabeth Luck

Ms. Cristin Elizabeth Luck
To Wed Robert Schroeder

Raymond and Kathleen Luck of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Ms.
Cristin Elizabeth Luck of Brooklyn,
N.Y., to Robert Schroeder of New
York City. He is the son of Anne and
Robert Schroeder of Swarthmore, Pa.

Ms. Luck, a 1996 graduate of
Westfield High School, was awarded
a Bachelor of Arts degree from Bos-
ton College in 2000. She also earned
a Master of Science degree in Com-

munications Design from the Pratt
Institute in Manhattan in 2005. The
bride-to-be currently is a senior de-
signer for the strategic branding firm
Siegel+Gale in New York.

Mr. Schroeder is originally from
Swarthmore, Pa. He graduated from
The University of the Arts in Phila-
delphia and is a creative director for
Siegel+Gale. Mr. Schroeder and Ms.
Luck presently are working over-
seas at Siegel+Gale’s newly estab-
lished Dubai office in the United
Arab Emirates.

A November 2009 wedding is
planned in New Jersey.

Local Dentist Receives Highest Honor
CLARK -  Valley Road Dental

Excellence is proud to announce
that at the 87th Annual Session
and Meeting of the International
Association for Dental Research,
Dr. Scott B. Schaffer was recog-
nized as one of its
primary speakers.

Dr. Schaffer, who
is one of the authors
and executive board
members of the Pearl
Research Network
(PEARL), lectured
to a crowd of 3,000
dental professionals
on the clinical re-
search that was con-
ducted by him and other PEARL
members that will help shape the
future of dentistry. The study was
sponsored and funded by a grant
from the National Institute of
Health (NIH) and was conducted
through the PEARL Network, a
research affiliate of The New York

College of Dentistry (NYU). The
study’s title was “Class I RBC
Preparation A-Related Postopera-
tive Hypersensitivity.”

The International Association
for Dental Research meeting was

held in Miami, Fla.
at the Miami Beach
Convention Center
from March 31
through April 4,
2009.

Dr. Schaffer said
he was “excited and
honored” to be part
of the leaders of re-
search, not just from
the United States, but

throughout the world.
Dr. Schaffer also is credited as

an adjunct research professor for
The New York College of Den-
tistry. His  office is located at 77
Valley Road, Clark, N.J. He also
can be found on the internet at
thesmileclub.com.
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Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Friends

of the Mountainside Public Library
will hold their semi-annual book sale
on Saturday, April 25, from 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. The sale will include adult
and children’s books.

“Bag Day” will be held on Monday
and Tuesday, April 27 and 28, when an
entire bag of books can be purchased
for $5. Senior citizens will receive a 20
percent discount on Bag Day.

Donations will be accepted Satur-
day through Thursday, April 18 to 23,
during regular library hours. The
Friends will accept books in good
condition, DVDs and CDs but no
textbooks, magazines or encyclope-
dias. All proceeds will support li-
brary programs. The Mountainside
Public Library is located on Consti-
tution Plaza. For more information,
call the library at (908) 233-0115.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator

College Club to Learn
About Rutgers Gardens

FANWOOD – The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will meet
on Monday, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Forest Road Park Recreation
Room in Fanwood. Following a brief
business meeting, MaryAnne
McMillan will present a program
about the Rutgers Gardens.

Ms. McMillan is display garden
coordinator at the Rutgers Gardens,
a horticultural therapist and a Mas-
ter Gardener. She will discuss the
history of the gardens and their plant
collections. Her primary focus will
be on the annual display garden.

The presentation will include pho-
tographs of the gardens during all
four seasons. Information on gar-
dening classes, volunteer programs
and upcoming events at Rutgers
Gardens also will be provided.

Located in the outskirts of New
Brunswick, the Rutgers Gardens en-
compass more than 50 acres of plant
collections, garden rooms and walk-
ing trails. They are designed to edu-
cate both students and the commu-
nity about the role of plants in the
landscape. A question-and-answer
session will conclude the presenta-
tion. Guests are welcome.

Library Event to Offer
Spring Makeup Tips
SCOTCH PLAINS – A makeup

artist will present fresh looks for
spring at the Scotch Plains Public
Library on Monday, April 20, start-
ing at 7:30 p.m. This program will be
held in the Music Room on the main
level of the library.

Makeup tips and tricks will be
featured, and one attendee will receive
a makeover at the event. Individuals
are encouraged to pre-register. To
register, call (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.

 All programs at the library are
free and open to everyone. The li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue.
For further information or directions,
call (908) 322-5007.

SCHOOL BUDGET TO INCREASE TAXES IN

FANWOOD 8% AND SCOTCH PLAINS 3.7%

A vote of ‘NO’ on the budget means the district must

do more to control expenses.

See what Westfield is doing to control expenses and

they are ranked above SPF.

http://www.westfieldnjk12.org/education/components/scrapbook/

default.php?sectionid=1109

http://www.schooldigger.com/go/NJ/districtrank.aspx

Review the school budget to ensure you know what you are paying for.

http://www.spfk12.org/budget_summ_rev.PDF

Check for voting date/time at www spfk12.org or see

http://www.spfk12.org/school1/Newsletters/Principalletter0309.pdf

Sponsored by http://fanwoodscotchplains.blogspot.com/

Temple Sha’arey Shalom…
Now more than ever

Your Home Away From Home

Come And Get To Know Us!
_______________________

Saturday, May 2nd, 9:00 a.m.
 Religious School Open House

Find out why our kids in K – 3rd grade
& teachers LOVE our Shabbat morning program

Our teachers provide a creative & exciting introduction to
lifelong jewish learning.  Students enjoy music, art & stories

as they discover & celebrate jewish life.

Fall registration is underway.
_____________________

Please visit our website for a complete list of our activities.
We Welcome Members From The Surrounding

Communities of Union & Essex Counties

Celebrating over 50 Years of
Reform Jewish Commitment

78 So. Springfield Avenue, Springfield, 973-379-5387
Check us out at www.shaarey.org
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Two Visions to Be Presented
On Peace in the Middle East
SCOTCH PLAINS – A program

entitled “Peace in the Middle East,
From Two Sides” will take place this
Sunday, April 19, at 7 p.m. at the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey, located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. Ad-
mission is free and open to the public.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to learn more about contrasting
Palestinian and Israeli visions of peace.
The program will include a discussion
and analysis of a video by The Ameri-
can Task Force for Palestine followed
by a multi-media presentation by the
American Jewish Committee.

The audience will be presented with
two differing views of the same situ-
ation, with the goal of helping attend-
ees to make informed choices about

the Middle East conflict.
The American Jewish Committee and

The Israel Support Committee of Con-
gregation Beth Israel of Scotch Plains,
Temple Beth-El/Mekor Chayim of
Cranford, Temple Beth O’r/Beth Torah
of Clark and Temple Emanu-El of
Westfield will present this program, co-
sponsored by the Jewish Community
Relations Council of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Central New Jersey and the
JCC of Central New Jersey.

For more information, call Conrad
Nadell, chairman of The Israel Sup-
port Committee for the four syna-
gogues, at (908) 654-3169 or Ferne
Hassan, assistant director of the New
Jersey office for the American Jewish
Committee, at (973) 379-7844.

FCC Classes to Offer Look
At Gospel Q and Prophets

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will
present its final series of adult educa-
tion classes with programs examining
Gospel Q and the prophets. All classes
are free and open to the public.

Beginning April 20 and continuing
on consecutive Monday evenings
through May 18, the Reverend Mark
Boyea, senior minister, will present
“Consider the Source: The Sayings
Gospel ‘Q’.”

For two centuries, Biblical re-
searchers have proposed that a col-
lection of Jesus’ sayings existed from
the earliest days of Christianity, and
that the gospels of Matthew and Luke
relied heavily on this document. Al-
though it has never been found, the
existence of “Q” – short for the Ger-
man word “quelle,” which means
source – has become widely accepted

in modern scholarship.
This five-week course will examine

the theory behind the existence of “Q,”
its relationship to Matthew and Luke
and the portrait of Jesus it offers. The
class will meet from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the church’s Chapel Lounge.

Beginning April 21 and continuing
on five consecutive Tuesdays through
May 19, the Reverend Joy Mounts,
associate minister, will present “A
Mighty Wind: Isaiah, Amos and
Hosea Speak to Us Today.” This class
also will meet from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
in the church’s Chapel Lounge.

The First Congregational Church,
a member of the United Church of
Christ, is located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. For additional informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
233-2494 or visit the church website,
fccofwestfield.org.

Golden Agers Club Offers
Overnight Trip to Casinos

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club invites
members of the community to par-
ticipate in its overnight trip to the
Foxwoods and Mohegan Sun casi-
nos in Connecticut on Thursday and
Friday, September 10 and 11.

The price for the trip will vary
according to the choice of accom-
modations selected. At the Two
Trees Inn, double occupancy, din-
ner on arrival and a breakfast buffet
costs $147. A single rate of $236
also is available. A deposit of $20

must be paid by Sunday, May 10,
with the balance due by Sunday,
July 5.

On arrival after check in, partici-
pants will spend the afternoon at
the Foxwoods casino. After break-
fast on September 11, they will have
an opportunity to spend time at the
Mohegan Sun casino.

The motor coach will depart at 9
a.m. on September 10 from St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church, located at 2032
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The Golden Agers Club affords
senior citizens a chance to meet with
their peers, share ideas, interact and
gather useful information. The club
meets weekly on Thursdays at 10
a.m. from September to June at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, located
at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road in Scotch Plains.

Membership, theater, musical re-
vues and fun activity trips are open
to all. For trip details, call Jean
DeTore at (908) 889-4121 or Mary
De Jesso at (908) 654-4512. Club
information is available by calling
Marge Van Duyne at (908) 889-
4631.

Kent Place School
Proudly Presents the 15th Annual Speakers Series 2009
Thursday, April 23, 2009 • 7:30 p.m.

Nancy Brinker ignited the global breast cancer movement 27 years ago by promising her sister,
Susan G. Komen, who died at age 36 of the disease, that she would breach the silence
surrounding breast cancer, and do all she could to find a cure. The former U.S. Ambassador to
Hungary and U.S. Chief of Protocol, Ambassador Brinker is globally known as a change agent
and was included in Time’s “100 Most Influential People” in 2008. Her remarkable life story is
a profound testament to the possibility within all of us to effect positive change in the world.

Lecture followed by Q&A
Tickets: $25 Adults / $10 Students (with student ID)

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Ave., Summit, NJ
For more information and ticket purchase,

please call (908) 273-0900, ext. 313 or visit www.kentplace.org

Ambassador

Nancy
Brinker

The Power of One

Founder of the
Susan G. Komen for the Cure
and Race for the Cure

Miller-Cory Plans Program
On Art of Quilling Sunday

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614
Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will
feature “The Art of Quilling” on
Sunday, April 19, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Quilling, an ancient paper filigree
craft, originated in Europe in the
15th century. Women of fashion re-
newed the art in the 17th and 18th
centuries. It was called quilling be-
cause, at that time, the shapes were
formed around the quill of a feather.

Evelyn Kennelly will demonstrate
how strips of paper of various colors
and textures are rolled into very fine
coils and then applied to various
items to make decorative pieces.
Examples of fine quillwork may be
seen in museums across the country.

Volunteers wearing authentic pe-
riod dress also will be available to
guide visitors through the pre-Revo-
lutionary farmhouse. In the
museum’s Frazee Building, mem-

bers of the Cooking Committee will
demonstrate open-hearth cooking
techniques and offer samples for visi-
tors to taste.

Visitors also are invited to stop by
the museum gift shop, which carries
a variety of Colonial toys, crafts, cook-
books and educational materials. Ad-
mission to the museum and its grounds
is $2.50 for adults, $1 for students
and free for children under age 4.

Upcoming Sunday programs in-
clude the annual “Sheep to Shawl Fes-
tival” on April 26 from 1 to 4 p.m.,
“Sachets and Potpourri” on May 3 and
“The Garden” on May 17. Addition-
ally, “Aunt Carrie’s Attic Sale” will
take place on Saturday, May 23, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information,
call the museum office weekday morn-
ings at (908) 232-1776. The museum’s
website is millercoryhouse.org.

LEADING THE WAY…Acolytes and the Reverend Andrew C. Hamersley,
rector, lead the Palm Sunday procession out of the St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
parish house and into the sanctuary April 5 in Westfield, as churches throughout
the area marked the end of Lent and the beginning of Holy Week.

To Help Guide You Through Life Transitions

Financial Planning

Financial Life Planning Charles P. Weidman, CFP®

70 South Orange Avenue, Suite 245 Livingston, NJ  07039

Office:  973-533-0666
Email:  CWeidman@Financial-Focus.net
Website:  www.Financial-Focus.net

Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc.,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Focus, LLC is independently owned and operated.

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ Professional

We invite you to learn
what makes us unique.

Investment Management

Microban®

Disinfectant
For Mold, Mildew,

Odors, Fleas & Ticks

3M
Scotchguard
Also Available

H
0

0
6

4
2

WHOLE HOUSE
Up to 6 Cleaning Areas

(Example- Living Room, Dining Room, Hall & 3 Bedrooms)

$159.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax.
May not be combined w ith other offers.

Standard 3-Seat
Sofa & Love Seat

$139.95
With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not

be combined with other offers.

Call Today
for an Appointment

Greco Carpet Cleaning • 1-800-626-5556 • 1-908-233-2130
Westfield, NJ 07090 • www.GRECOCARPETCLEANING.COM

SPECIAL-2 ROOMS
$89.95

With Coupon. Offers do not include tax. May not
be combined with other offers.

Get Your Carpets 
Cleaned NOW

CARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGSCARPET  CLEANING  SAVINGS
Established

1960

50 Years
of Carpet
Cleaning

Free Healthy Kids Day
To Be Held Saturday
WESTFIELD – This Saturday,

April 18, from 1 to 4 p.m., the
Westfield Area “Y” will join more
than 1,500 YMCAs nationwide in
sponsoring YMCA Healthy Kids Day.

Open to the public, this special
free event will feature activities that
promote healthy eating, healthy hab-
its, family activities and safe and
healthy neighborhoods.

Among the activities at the main Y
facility, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, will be an obstacle course,
moon bounce, rock climbing wall,
arts and crafts, face painting, games,
Camp EXPO, a car seat safety check,
community representatives, facility
tours and refreshments. For more in-
formation, visit westfieldynj.org or
call (908) 233-2700.

Westfield P.E.O. Sets
Benefit Garage Sale

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
P.E.O. Chapter U will hold a garage
sale tomorrow and Saturday, April 17
and 18, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. rain
or shine, at 337 Edgewood Court in
Mountainside. All proceeds will ben-
efit educational projects for women.

Founded in January 1860 at Iowa
Wesleyan College by seven young
women, the P.E.O. sisterhood is to-
day an international organization of
6,000 chapters that help women
through educational grants, loans and
scholarships.

It helps to support Cottey College, a
two-year liberal arts college for women
in Nevada, Mo. For more information,
visit peointernational.org.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Eric Rockmore, DPM, FACFAS
Overlook Medical Arts Building

33 Overlook Road Suite 201 Summit, NJ 07901
(908) 273-0056

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Historian to Present
Program on Holocaust
FANWOOD – Educator and histo-

rian Tom Shanker will present a Ho-
locaust Remembrance program on
Thursday, April 23, at 2 p.m. at
Chelsea Assisted Living, located at
295 South Avenue in Fanwood. The
public is invited to attend the presen-
tation on this dark chapter of history.

Mr. Shanker also will share his ex-
periences from a personal journey he
took to Eastern Europe and Israel with
the New Jersey Holocaust Commis-
sion. To respond, call (908) 654-5200.

FSO Event to Address
Youth Mood Disorders
WESTFIELD – The Family Support

Organization (FSO) of Union County
will offer a free seminar/discussion
event on “Mood Disorders in Children
and Adolescents: Are They All Bi-Po-
lar?”  on Thursday, April 30, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. in the St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church Parish Hall, located at 414 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Dr. Merrit Hubsher, a child, adoles-
cent and adult psychiatrist and the
medical director of the ADHD Mood
and Behavior Center, which has a new
office in Westfield, will discuss the
controversy and confusion regarding
the diagnosis of mood disorders in
children today, as well as modes of
successful treatment for these chil-
dren. This program will be geared to
parents, school teachers, guidance
counselors, therapists and others who
are engaged with behaviorally chal-
lenged children and adolescents.

The FSO of Union County is a sys-
tem partner of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Human Services, Division of
Child Behavioral Health Services. For
more information and to reserve a place,
call the FSO of Union County at (908)
789-7625 and ask for Vickie or Gail.

Pre-School Carnival
On Tap For April 25

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School will host its 25th
Anniversary Carnival on Saturday,
April 25, from noon to 4 p.m. on the
church grounds. There will be food,
face painting, carnival games, pony
rides, Dolly the Clown, the Westfield
Dixieland All Star Band, a reptile
exhibition by the Lizard Guys, arts
and crafts and a bake sale.

Tickets can be purchased for food
and events beginning at noon. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the Willow Grove
Pre-School. The school and church are
located at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Parking is available across the
street at the south side firehouse. The
rain date for this event is Saturday, May
2, from noon to 4 p.m.

Willow Grove Pre-School is a non-
profit, Christian nursery school min-
istry of the Willow Grove Presbyte-
rian Church and is licensed by the
State of New Jersey. Classes are held
for children ages 2½ to 5 years old.
For more information about the car-
nival, contact the school office at (908)
232-7117 or via e-mail at
preschool@willowgrovechurch.org.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001515)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-30918-07
Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-

SOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR NOMURA
HOME EQUITY LOAN, INC. ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-HE1

VS.
Defendant: CAROL L. SHEPPARD; WILLIAM

W. SHEPPARD; H/W
Sale Date: 05/06/2009
Writ of Execution: 11/24/2008
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Eighty Two Thousand Sixty One and 66/100***
($182,061.66).

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of Fanwood in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 225 Tillotson Road,
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Tax Lot No: 10 in Block 46
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 75 X 139
Nearest Cross Street: WESTFIELD ROAD
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer. mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and Prior lien info: Taxes, Sewer and

Water maybe delinquent you must check with the
tax collector for exact amounts due.

Prior Mortgages and Judgements (if any):
Total Upset:  ***Two Hundred Seven Thou-

sand Nine Hundred Thirty and 22/100***
($207,930.22) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File No: FCZ-93689
4 T - 04/02, 04/09, 04/16
& 04/23/09 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001330)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-17131-08
Plaintiff: THE BANK OF NEW YORK, AS

TRUSTEE FOR THE CERTIFICATE HOLDERS
CWALT, INC. ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-45T1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-45T1

VS.
Defendant: JAMES MCCALL, MRS. MCCALL,

WIFE OF JAMES MCCALL, MORTGAGE ELEC-
TRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. AS
NOMINEE FOR FI,

Sale Date: 04/29/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/27/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Fifty Six Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty Nine
and 84/100*** ($556,889.84).

MUNICIPALITY: Westfield
COUNTY: UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
STREET & STREET NO: 546 Trinity Place
TAX BLOCK AND LOT: BLOCK: 3011, LOT:

17
DIMENTIONS OF LOT: 120.07’ x 51.59’
NEAREST CROSS STREET: First Street
SUPERIOR INTERESTS (if any): NONE
Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Fifteen Thou-

sand Two Hundred Thirteen and 25/100***
($615,213.25) together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
POWERS KIRN - COUNSELORS
728 MARINE HIGHWAY
P.O. BOX 848 - SUITE 200
MOORSETOWN, NEW JERSEY 08057
(856) 802-1000
4 T - 04/02, 04/09, 04/16
& 04/23/09 Fee: $169.32

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001623)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-5897-08
Plaintiff: AURORA LOAN SERVICES, LLC
VS.
Defendant: FERNANDO A. RAMOS
Sale Date: 05/13/2009
Writ of Execution: 03/10/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Two Hundred
Sisty Eight Thousand Two Hundred Sisty One
and 54/100*** $268,261.54.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 226 Windsor Avenue,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No.: 60 in Block 4001
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 33 feet x

120 feet
Nearest Cross Street: Central Avenue
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able - You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eight Thou-
sand Two Hundred Seven and 06/100***
$308,207.06 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File no.: XCZ-95894
4 T - 4/16, 4/23, 4/30
& 5/7/09 Fee: $171.36

– Obituaries –
Janet S. Coniglio, 87, CSH Volunteer;

Active at Echo Lake Country Club
Janet S. Coniglio, 87, of Sunset

Beach, N.C. died on Thursday, March
26, in the Brunswick Community
Hospital in Shallotte, N.C.

Born in Virginia, Mrs. Coniglio
moved to New Jersey after her mar-
riage. She lived in Clark and then in
Westfield, where she was a member
of the Echo Lake Country Club. Mrs.
Coniglio was involved in many ac-
tivities at Echo Lake Country Club,
including golf, and served on and
chaired numerous committees.

She was considered an expert bridge
player and instructed many people in
the game. After moving to Sunset
Beach, N.C., she continued to be a
member of several bridge groups and
played at least twice a week. Mrs.
Coniglio also was a member of the
Garden Club, the Ladies Niners Golf
Club and the GRITS Society (Girls
Raised In The South).

While in Westfield, Mrs. Coniglio
volunteered at Children’s Specialized
Hospital and continued her volunteer
work at a thrift shop in North Carolina.

Her husband, Carmine Thomas
Coniglio, and three sisters prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are her three daughters,
Cathy Walters and her husband, Ed,
of Terra Alta, W.Va., Mary Jane Haupt
and her husband, Darek, of South
Plainfield, N.J. and Dr. Cindy Arnett
and her husband, Claude, of Sacra-
mento, Calif.; a sister, Eunice Sadler
of Myrtle Beach, S.C.; eight grand-
children and five great-grandchildren.

A Celebration of Life service was
held on Monday, March 30, at the
Calabash Presbyterian Church in
North Carolina.

Arrangements were through the
Brunswick Funeral Service and Cre-
matory of Shallotte, N.C.

Memorials may be directed to the
Calabash Presbyterian Church, 8820
Old Georgetown Road, Sunset Beach,
N.C. 28468 and/or the American Heart
Association, P.O. Box 4390, Chapel
Hill, N.C. 27515 and/or the charity of
one’s choice.
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Lorraine Blanding, 89, Active Locally;
Was High School Languages Teacher

Lorraine LaTourette Blanding, 89,
of Las Vegas, Nev., formerly of
Cranford, died on Friday, March 27.

Born in New Jersey on October 1,
1919, she was the daughter of Charles
LaTourette, a former publisher and
editor of The Princeton Packet news-
paper for 35 years. She graduated as
a valedictorian from Princeton High
School in 1936 and from what now is
Douglass College in New Brunswick
with honors in 1940.

Lorraine taught French, Spanish
and English at Princeton High School
and was married for 67 years to Forrest
H. Blanding. She lived in Cranford
from 1946 until moving to Las Vegas
in 2003.

A member of the Cranford United
Methodist Church for 63 years, Lorraine

provided active service there during
many of those years. She was honored
for 40 years of service to the Red Cross
and served as secretary and board mem-
ber of the Westfield Musical Club.

Surviving are her husband, Forrest
Blanding, and daughter, Maria
Blanding, of Las Vegas; her son,
Charles Blanding, daughter-in-law,
Joyce Blanding, and granddaughter,
Ashley Blanding, of Cranford, and her
grandsons, Michael Turner of Las Ve-
gas, Clark Turner of Chandler, Ariz.,
Alex Blanding of Stratford, Conn. and
Justin Blanding of Bloomfield.

A memorial service for Lorraine
Blanding will be held at the Cranford
United Methodist Church at noon on
Saturday, June 6.

April 16, 2009

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
Westfield

Family owned and operated

Providing personalized and compassionate

service since 1913
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Wildlife Event to Be Held
At Trailside This Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The 19th an-
nual Wildlife Sunday family event
will be presented by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders this
Sunday, April 19, from noon to 5 p.m.
at Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter.

“You will not want to miss this
afternoon of fun and learning about
wild animals from around the world,”
said Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella. “Wildlife Sunday has
something for people of all ages who
are interested in caring for animals
and the environment.”

Award-winning author Marty Essen
will present his high-energy digital
slide show, “Around the World in 90
Minutes,” featuring facts, humorous
stories and the best of thousands of
photographs he took while traveling
the world for his book, “Cool Crea-
tures, Hot Planet: Exploring the Seven
Continents.” Show times are 12:30
and 3:15 p.m.

Also on the schedule for Wildlife
Sunday is Vinnie Reo, of Wolf Visions,
who will dispel the myths and legends
of the “big, bad wolf” with his
illustrated presentation entitled “The
Way of the Wolf” at 2:15 p.m. He will
explain the importance of this
keystone species in a balanced
ecosystem. After the presentation,
attendees will be able to visit the Wolf
Visions display outside to meet a live
wolf.

Sonya Kaloyanides of South Moun-
tain Wildlife Rehabilitation Center
will present “A Day in the Life of a
Wildlife Rehabilitator” at 1:15 and
3:30 p.m. She will explain the train-
ing required for one to become a
wildlife rehabilitator and the work

they do in helping injured and or-
phaned wildlife. Participants will
learn what to do if they encounter an
animal in need of help and why only
a licensed rehabilitator should con-
duct wildlife rehabilitation work.
They also will be able to meet some
wildlife babies in Ms. Kaloyanides’
care.

Budding herpetologists will have
an opportunity to learn about snakes
and turtles native to New Jersey from
a Trailside park naturalist each hour
between 1 and 4 p.m. They also will
be able to meet live snakes and turtles
from Trailside’s reptile collection and
have their reptile questions answered.

Additionally, there will be a guided
nature walk, as well as a bird-watch-
ing walk led by a member of the
Greater Watchung Nature Club.
Children’s crafts will be available for
an additional fee. Free face painting
and casting contests with the Newark
Bait and Fly Casting Club will take
place throughout the afternoon.

The Sierra Club and the National
Wild Turkey Federation will provide
informational displays about local
conservation efforts. In addition, the
Friends of the Great Swamp, the
Greater Watchung Nature Club and
the Friends of Lenape Park will pro-
vide educational exhibits. Wildlife-
related art and gifts will be on sale.

Admission to Wildlife Sunday is $3
per person; children ages 6 and younger
may attend for free. Trailside Nature
and Science Center, located at 452
New Providence Road in
Mountainside, is a service of the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
For more information on Wildlife Sun-
day, other upcoming events at Trailside
or for spring and summer program
information, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Klezmer Musicians to Appear,
Open House on Tap at Temple
AREA – Temple Sha’arey Shalom

of Springfield, a mid-size Reform con-
gregation, will welcome the Hester
Street Troupe tomorrow, Friday, April
17, at two Klezmer Shabbat services.

The Klezmer musicians will ap-
pear at a Tot Shabbat at 6:30 p.m.,
catering to children up to age 6 and
their families, and an 8 p.m. family
service for school-age children and
adults. Members of the community
are always welcome to attend ser-
vices and programs.

A Religious School Open House is

scheduled for Saturday, May 2, with a
children’s family service starting at 9
a.m. At 9:45 a.m., parents will be pro-
vided with information about the cur-
riculum while prospective students will
have an opportunity to visit classrooms.
Registration for the fall is ongoing.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom hopes
prospective members will take ad-
vantage of the long-standing policy
of offering free membership, for the
duration of this fiscal year, to new
members who join now. This free
membership will be in effect until
Tuesday, June 30.

To encourage early registration for
next year (July 1, 2009 to June 30,
2010) for new members, those paying
their full annual dues by June 30, 2009
will pay the rates currently in effect.

Temple Sha’arey Shalom is located
at 78 South Springfield Avenue. The
congregation welcomes members from
the surrounding communities of Union,
Essex, Morris and Somerset counties.

Membership information is avail-
able by calling the temple office at
(973) 379-5387. Interested persons
also are invited to call the office to
request a newsletter or to visit the
temple website, shaarey.org, for de-
tails on all events.

Cranford USY to Hold
‘Green’ Fashion Show
CRANFORD – Cranford USY

(United Synagogue Youth), which is
affiliated with Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim, will hold an Environmen-
tally Friendly Fashion Show on Sun-
day, April 19, at 1 p.m. It will take
place at the temple, located at 338
Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

The USY is seeking clothing dona-
tions to use as the fashions. All the
clothes will be donated to Cranford
Family Care. Tickets are $5 in advance
and $7 at the door. To obtain tickets in
advance, call (908) 276-9231 or e-mail
usycranford@gmail.com. All ticket sale
proceeds will go to SA/TO (Social
Action/Tikun Olam), which will then
be donated to a charity. Food and bev-
erages will be provided at the show. For
more information, visit tbemc.org/usy.

Potters Guild to Hold
Sale This Weekend

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its an-
nual spring sale of functional and sculp-
tural ceramics at the Community Pres-
byterian Church, located at 1459 Deer
Path in Mountainside (corner of Deer
Path and Meeting House Lane).

The sale will take place this Satur-
day, April 18, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, April 19, from noon to 5
p.m. Admission is free and credit
cards will be accepted for all sales.

Several area potters will exhibit
their work this season. Judy Musicant
has new teapots and casseroles; Carla
Horowitz will feature her leaf plates,
and Nancy Zarbock’s large platters,
in both raku style and strikingly glazed
and decorated with floral and figura-
tive themes, also will be included.

Available for sale will be a selec-
tion of vases, wall pieces, pitchers,
teapots, platters, casseroles, raku and
pit-fired vessels in varying colors and
styles, plus one-of-a-kind sculptures
and decorative objects of art. For di-
rections to the show, see the Guild
website, PottersGuildNJ.org, or call
Judy Musicant at (908) 233-1633.

The Potters Guild is open to potters
of all skill levels living in New Jersey.
For more information about the Guild,
or to join, see the Guild website.

Religious School Posts
Annual Open House

FANWOOD – The Temple Sholom
Religious School will host its annual
open house on Sunday, April 26, from
10 a.m. to noon at its location within
Union Catholic High School, 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Participants will get a taste of the
Temple Sholom community while
learning about its religious school pro-
gram. Temple Sholom offers programs
for youngsters in preschool through
high school. Michelle Shapiro
Abraham is director of education at
Temple Sholom’s religious school.

The temple Religious School meets
primarily on Sunday mornings. The
Tuesday afternoon Hebrew Program
begins in third grade. The school
also offers family, congregational
and adult education programs.

Temple Sholom is a Reform Jew-
ish Congregation led by Rabbi Joel
N. Abraham. Currently housed
within the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, the temple and its religious
school are home to more than 250
families from the greater Scotch
Plains-Fanwood area. The temple has
purchased five acres of land in Scotch
Plains for its future home.

Temple Sholom is a member of the
Union for Reform Judaism. For more
information about the temple or join-
ing the congregation, call (908) 889-
4900, e-mail sholom@sholomnj.org
or visit sholomnj.org.

Thomas E. Ricker, 64, Merck Director;
Founder of Patient Protection Group

Thomas E. Ricker, 64, formerly of
Westfield, died on Friday, April 10, at
his home in Hampton, N.J.

Born in Jersey City, he had lived in
Westfield before moving to Hampton
15 years ago.

Mr. Ricker had been employed at
Merck, Inc. in Rahway and
Whitehouse Station for 33 years, re-
tiring in 2001 as senior director of
Merck Manufacturing Division.

He was a member of the Hunterdon
County Chapter of Harley Davidson
Owners Group (H.O.G.), a founder
of Voices for Patient Protection, Inc.
and a member of the Medicare Avail-
ability Task Force in Trenton.

Surviving are two sons, Bruce T.
and his wife, Rebecca, of Phoenix,
Ariz. and David J. and his wife, Megan,

of Point Pleasant; a daughter, Laurie,
and her husband, Tom Magliaro, of
Somerset; a brother, John C. Ricker of
Far Hills, and a sister, Suzanne Ricker
of Flemington. Also surviving are two
grandchildren, Hanah and Benjamin
Ricker, and his loving, longtime com-
panion, Marlene Zyontz.

A memorial service will be held at
6:30 p.m. today, Thursday, April 16, at
the Boylan Funeral Home, 188 Easton
Avenue in New Brunswick. Relatives
and friends may call at the funeral
home from 4 p.m. to the time of the
service. Cremation was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in his name to: Westfield
Rescue Squad, 335 Watterson Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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Library Offerings to Include
Current Events, Gardening
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library, located at North Av-
enue and Tillotson Road, has an-
nounced the dates for two programs.

“Current Events For Everyone,” a
monthly topical discussion group,
will begin on Monday, April 20, at
10:30 a.m. in the Adult Section of
the library.

Christopher Gibbs, who holds a
doctoral degree in history, will be the
moderator. He is a teacher with the
L.I.F.E. program for senior citizens at
Union County College.

Discussions will include the seri-
ous and not-so-serious news items
affecting local communities, the state
and the nation. The topic for April
will be “Out of Iraq and into Afghani-
stan/Pakistan?” All members of the
community are invited to partici-
pate. Coffee and refreshments will
be served. For more details, call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

On Tuesday, April 21, Master Gar-
dener Stephen Schoeman will be at the
library at 7 p.m. to discuss “From

Backyard to Table: Vegetable Garden-
ing.” He will explain how individuals
can get the most from their backyard
gardens and help feed their families.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist the
Rutgers New Jersey Agricultural Ex-
periment Station Cooperative Exten-
sion in its mission to deliver horticul-
ture programs and information to the
public.

Registration is recommended and
refreshments will be served. For more
information, call the library at (908)
322-6400 or access the events page at
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Frederick Schaefer, Jr., 88, Executive;
Lead Navigator in Eighth Air Force

Frederick William “Dutch”
Schaefer, Jr., 88, of Basking Ridge
and Stuart, Fla. died on Friday, April
3, of heart failure.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y. on July
20, 1920, he had lived in Forest
Hills, N.Y. before moving to
Westfield. He graduated from
Dartmouth College in 1942.

During World War II, Mr.
Schaefer served as a lead navigator
in the Eighth Air Force and was
awarded the Distinguished Flying
Cross. After the war, he was in the
chemical business with his brother,
Larry. He was president of Charles
Schaefer and Sons Inc. in Union.

Surviving are his wife, Dorothy
Hamilton; his brother, Lawrence;
his children, Frederick Schaefer, III,

Lauren Schaefer and Carol Schaefer
Mc Knight and her husband, Tho-
mas, and three grandchildren,
Lauren, Guyon and Emily Mc
Knight. Three stepsons, John, Neil
and Ted Hamilton; two stepdaugh-
ters, Jan Havens Greer and Judi
Havens, and eight step-grandchil-
dren also survive him.

A memorial service will be held at
11 a.m. on Friday, May 8, at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Dartmouth College
Athletic Sponsor Program or to St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield.
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Kirk L. Kinkade

Kirk L. Kinkade, 36, Was Teacher,
Westfield Area ‘Y’ Personal Trainer

Kirk L. Kinkade, 36, passed away
on Monday, April 6, in Westfield.

Born in Newton, Kirk was raised in
Stillwater and graduated from
Kittatinny Regional
High School in 1990 as
salutatorian. He was
awarded his Bachelor of
Arts degree from Rutgers
University in 1995 with
the distinction of magna
cum laude, and was a
member of the
university’s Phi Beta
Kappa Society.

In September 2008,
Kirk received a certifi-
cate in English language
instruction from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge. He
had previously lived in Argentina for
four years, where he taught English to
adults. Most recently, Kirk had moved
to Westfield, where he worked as a
personal trainer at the Westfield Area
“Y” and also was a substitute teacher
for the Westfield school system.

Kirk is survived by his parents,
Gene and Carlisle Kinkade of
Stillwater; his brother, Keith D.
Kinkade and his wife, Laura, of

Dingman’s Ferry, Pa.; his
sister, Joyce C. McCurry
and her husband, Jamie, of
Hamburg; his nephew,
Troy; his three nieces, Au-
tumn, Jamie and Alexus;
his uncle, Jay Dowling of
Sussex; his close cousin,
Elizabeth Guerra of New
Milford, Conn., and his
roommate, Duncan Smythe
of Westfield.

Funeral services were
held on Friday, April 10, at
the Pinkel Funeral Home,
31 Bank Street (Route 23)

in Sussex. Private cremation services
have taken place.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Westfield
Area “Y,” 220 Clark Street, Westfield,
N.J. 07090.

April 16, 2009
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001553)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-20537-08
Plaintiff: NAD ACQUISITION 3. LLC
VS.
Defendant: MARIE D. SAJOUS; MORTGAGE

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC. AS NOMINEE FOR FIRST NATIONAL
BANK OF ARIZONA ITS SUCCESSORS AND
ASSIGNS

Sale Date: 05/13/2009
Writ of Execution: 03/10/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Five Hundred
Forty One Thousand Sixty One and 57/100***
$541,061.57.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Westfield in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 411 BOULE-
VARD, WESTFIELDm NEW JERSEY 07090

BEING KNOWN as LOT 17, BLOCK 3005, on
the official Tax Map if the Twp of Westfield
Dimentions: 39.25 feet x 144.25 feet x 33.92 feet
x 142.62 feet

Nearest Cross Street: South Avenue
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit pais. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Six Hundred Twenty One
Thousand Three Hundred Seven and 49/100***
$621,307.49 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 4/16, 4/23, 4/30
& 5/7/09 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-(09001549)
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-15560-07
Plaintiff: SOVEREIGN BANK
VS.
Defendant: JAMES H. HEFFERNAN, III; MRS.

JAMES H. HEFFERNAN, III, WIFE OF JAMES
H. HEFFERNAN, III MICHELLE A.
HERRERNAN; FORD MOTOR CREDIT COM-
PANY, A DE CORPORATION D/B/A JAGUAR
CREDIT; JAGUAR CREDIT N/K/A FORD MO-
TOR CREDIT COMPANY

Sale Date: 05/13/2009
Writ of Execution: 02/19/09
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred Fifty
Thousand Three Hundred Forty Seven and 95/
100*** $150,347.95.

The property to be sold is located in the Town
of Westfield in the County of Union, State of New
Jersey.

Commonly known as: 115 Wells Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Tax Lot No.: 43 in Block 3502
Dimentions of Lot: (Approximately) 158 feet x

70 feet
Nearest Cross Street: East Broad Street
Subject to any open taxes, water/sewer, mu-

nicipal or tax liens that may be due.
Tax and prior lien info: At the time of publica-

tion taxes/sewer/water information was not avail-
able - You must check with the tax collector for
exact amounts due.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Sixty Nine Thou-
sand Three Hundred Forty Five and 60/100***
$169,345.60 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
ZUCKER, GOLDBERG & ACKERMAN, LLC
200 SHEFFIELD STREET
SUITE 301
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07092
(908) 233-8500
File no.: XCZ-87999
4 T - 4/16, 4/23, 4/30
& 5/7/09 Fee: $185.64

Area Students Make
Berklee Dean’s List

AREA – Local students have made
the dean’s list at Berklee College of
Music for the 2008 fall semester.

The school announced that Laurynn
Scholar of Scotch Plains and Gil
Chapman of Westfield made the list.

To be eligible for this honor, a full-
time student must achieve a grade
point average of 3.4 or above; a part-
time student must achieve a grade
point average of 3.6 or above.

Ms. Scholar is the daughter of David
and Debi Scholar of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Chapman is the son of Idalene
and Gil Chapman. He attended both
Westfield High School and
Interlochen Arts Academy, whence
he graduated, in Michigan.

Union Catholic Junior
Off to a ‘Running Start’

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School announced that jun-
ior Camille Manhit has been accepted
into the “Running
Start” Scholarship
Program.

Running Start is
a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated
to inspiring young
women to run for
political office.

Their goal is to
increase the num-
ber of women in
the United States
who serve in
elected office by
conducting vari-
ous training pro-
grams that empha-
size that political leadership as an

attainable and exciting goal for young
women to pursue.

This summer, Camille will attend the
Young Women’s
Political Leader-
ship Retreat, a
three-day work-
shop in Washing-
ton, D.C., for ac-
cepted female stu-
dents to interact
with other young
women from all
over the United
States.

While there,
Camille will par-
ticipate in various
group activities
and hands-on ex-
ercises designed

to empower each student with a sense
of confidence to bring positive change
in their communities.

They will also hear from a variety
of women: university educators, poli-
ticians and activists, all who have
made an impact on the world because
of their perseverance and demonstra-
tion of leadership qualities.

Approximately 5,000 young
women apply to this program, and
Camille was one of only 50 accepted
to participate. Students were chosen
based on their extra-curricular in-
volvement in their schools and com-
munity, as well as their ability to
demonstrate leadership qualities.

Camille is a member of SMAC (Stu-
dents Movement Against Cancer) and
Union Catholic Angels, a club that
gives back to the disadvantaged by
fundraising and volunteering, while
also volunteering outside of school
through the Jersey Cares program.
Camille joined the Union Catholic
community last March as a transfer
student from the Philippines, where
she began developing her leadership
skills as president of her class during
her freshman and sophomore year.

GOOD PALS…Terrill Middle School PALS host a visit last month of students
from the Lakeview School in Edison, which focuses on those with disabilities.

Camille Manhit

CHECKMATE…In March, the Washington School Chess Club sent 11 students
into New York City to compete in a citywide chess tournament. They were led by
Jason Little, who took fourth place on tiebreaks in the kindergarten through
third-grade section without losing a game. The tournament is sponsored by The
Right Move, a nonprofit organization, dedicated to bringing chess to scholastic
youngsters. Standing, from left, are: Tate Fallon, Theo Dardia, Jason Alverez,
Jason Little, Devin Wendel, Alex Wendel and Jake Klofta; seated, from left, are:
Olivia McElheny, Connor Fallon, Alex Fitzgerald, Blake Fallon and Reid Busse.

Local Student Provides
Educational Equality

WESTFIELD – Neeraj Shekhar of
Westfield, a seventh grader at the Pingry
School in Martinsville, is helping to
bridge the social divide through lit-
eracy in Southern India, where his fam-
ily calls home. His efforts are on behalf
of the Global Literacy Project (GLP), a
New Jersey-based nonprofit organiza-
tion focused on promoting commu-
nity-based literacy initiatives world-
wide.

According to the GLP president,
Neeraj is one of the group’s most active
student volunteers.

“Neeraj Shekhar has become our
model middle school global citizen,
and we are very proud of him,” said
Olubayi Olubayi, president. “He truly
embodies our mission to promote glo-
bal citizenship and civic engagement
through the sharing of surplus educa-
tional materials for ‘brainfills not land-
fills.’”

Neeraj’s current project focuses on
helping the Delta School of Nursing in
Tamil-Nadu, India.

The school serves girls from op-
pressed communities, many of whom
are victims of discrimination under the
“caste system,” which was once prac-
ticed in India.

The Delta Nursing School offers a
three-year certification program for
disadvantaged students at a subsidized
rate; however, they do not have many of
the educational resources that Ameri-
cans take for granted, including text-
books.

With the help of GLP, Neeraj is gath-
ering resources and scholarship money
for the students.

So far, he has been able to collect
about 1,000 medical books and manu-
als to set up a reference library/media
center at the school. Neeraj contacted
local doctors, businesses and schools
for assistance. He received many gen-
erous donations of books, skeletal mod-
els, posters and stethoscopes.

One institution in particular, the Al-
lied Science Department at the Union
County Vo-Tech School, donated more
than 350 books and financial support
for the cause.

This project is not Neeraj’s first phil-
anthropic endeavor. Two years ago, he
participated in a book drive as part of
the GLP club at his school. The group
collected more than 60,000 books and
traveled to South Africa to build a li-
brary.

While in Johannesburg, Neeraj saw
first-hand the devastating effects Apart-
heid has on the children of South Africa
whose parents were victims. He came
to believe that literacy and equality of
education is an important part of the
solution to oppression. Neeraj hopes to
get more children involved in this cause.

“I had read in books about the prob-
lems faced by children in post apart-
heid South Africa,” said Neeraj. “But
when you see with your own eyes the
children living in the slums, in the
extremely poor sanitary conditions, with
very little food…when you see chil-
dren suffering like that, you know you
have to try to change things.”

He is currently busy sorting and pack-
ing the donated books to ship to India.
He hopes to make the promotion of
literacy worldwide among disadvan-
taged people as an ever-lasting part of
his life.

To learn more, see glp.org.

U Catholic Students Attend
American Legion Boys State

Terrill Students Host
Visit with Lakeview

SCOTCH PLAINS – The PALS
(Peer and Leadership Support) club
members of Terrill Middle School
hosted a visit with the students of the
Lakeview School, located in Edison,
last month. Lakeview School is one
of the largest day programs for chil-
dren with disabilities in the nation.

In one of the activities of the day,
students participated in an adaptive
physical-education obstacle course.
The students then worked together
crafting handmade fleece blankets
that were presented to the students of
Lakeview.

The two schools have shared a
special relationship for the past four
years. PALS club members consider
the special needs of their visiting
students to brainstorm adaptation
ideas for cooperative and fun activi-
ties.

The club advisors who hosted the
visit along with the students were
Maria Pech and Michelle Emanuel.

SCOTCH PLAINS – American Le-
gion Boys State is among the most
respected and selective educational
programs of government instruction
for high school students. It is a par-
ticipatory program where each par-
ticipant becomes a part of the opera-
tion of his local, county and state
government.

Union Catholic High School of
Scotch Plains announced that three
students have been selected to this
prestigious program and will partici-
pate at Rider University in the
weeklong program this summer.

The students chosen to attend are
Kevin Coughlan of Scotch Plains,
Thomas Kaluzny of Elizabeth and
Robert Magella of Carteret.

Kevin is a student ambassador, a mem-
ber of the Big Brother/Big Sister pro-
gram and a varsity track team member.

Thomas is a member of the Aca-
demic Team and Service Club and

also works as an aide and alter server
in his local parish.

Robert is a member of the varsity
Swim Team and Forensics Team and
is a pipe player in the Central Jersey
Police and Fire Pipe and Drum.

At American Legion Boys State,
participants are exposed to the rights
and privileges, the duties and the re-
sponsibilities of a franchised citizen.

The training is objective and prac-
tical with city, county and state gov-
ernments operated by the students
elected to the various offices.

Activities include legislative ses-
sions, court proceedings, law enforce-
ment presentations, assemblies, bands,
chorus and recreational programs.

Special Ed. Comm.
Hosts Autism Lecture
WESTFIELD — Paula Lieb of the

NJ Coalition for Inclusive Education
will present a lecture titled “Inclusion
Strategies for Students on the Autism
Spectrum” on April 29, from 7:30 to 9
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School,
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. A support group will meet
prior to the presentation at 7 p.m.

The PTC Special Education Com-
mittee meets on the last Wednesday of
every month during the school year
and acts as a resource and support
group for parents and teachers of regu-
lar and special-education students. For
additional information, go to,
westfieldnjk12.org/specialed/parents.

Hillcrest, Crossroads
Participate in Egg Hunt

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Tuesday,
April 7, students from Hillcrest Acad-
emy – North Campus, an alternative
public high school in Scotch Plains,
participated in a Spring Egg Hunt at
Crossroads School, a public school pro-
gram in Westfield developed for chil-
dren with autism spectrum disorders.

Hillcrest Academy students deco-
rated bags for the children to collect
their eggs, filled the eggs with
jellybeans and hid them around the
Crossroads School playground.

This Hillcrest Academy commu-
nity service project was planned in
recognition of Autism Awareness
Month. The students who helped or-
ganize the event received community
service credits towards graduation.

The event was a mutually benefi-
cial learning experience in that the
students from Crossroads School were
able to practice the social and lan-
guage skills learned through the
school year during the egg hunt.

EGG-CELENT…Students from Hillcrest Academy in Scotch Plains participate
in an egg hunt at Crossroads School in Westfield. Pictured above are Zaide R. of
Hillcrest Academy North along with Crossroads student Antonio S.

Evergreen Students Like
Their ‘Huevos’ Green
SCOTCH PLAINS – To celebrate

Read Across America Day, Evergreen
School took a unique approach and
performed a well-loved Dr. Seuss story,
“Green Eggs and Ham,” entirely in
Spanish (Huevos verdes con jamón).

Media specialist Terry Keller and
Spanish teacher Bronna Lipton put
on this interactive assembly with the
help of Judy Cicalese’s fourth grade
class, along with total audience par-
ticipation from all grades.

“We brought Dr. Seuss’ rich rhym-
ing vocabulary to life in Spanish by
bringing on stage the real objects
associated with the story and by in-
volving the audience in repeating
those words in a fun and fanciful way
throughout the performance.”

Music teacher Andrea DeSantis
helped draw emphasis to the words
and their meaning with her piano
accompaniment, and art teacher
Emily Downs developed signs for
key words. The finale included all
students singing Feliz Cumpleaños
(Happy Birthday) to Dr. Seuss.

Two WF Students
Make Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield stu-
dents were named to the Susquehanna
University’s Dean’s List for the fall
2008 semester.

Katherine Clark, a junior majoring
in communications, is the daughter
of Lynn Siegel.

Melissa Gerckens, a sophomore
majoring in business, is the daughter
of Karl and Lynn Gerckens.

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 25

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, April 26)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

RSVP Required

Rake and Hoe Benefit
To Offer Spring Dining

WESTFIELD – The public is invited
to attend “Tastes of Spring,” a luncheon
with program fundraiser sponsored by
the Rake and Hoe Garden Club, on
Thursday, April 23, from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. It will take place at the Echo
Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

Charles Fredericks of North
Plainfield, Echo Lake’s executive
chef, will perform a cooking demon-
stration featuring ideas for spring din-
ing. The luncheon to follow will in-
clude dishes prepared during the dem-
onstration. In addition, the fundraiser
will include another demonstration
on tablescapes showcasing current
trends in table design, floral designs
and a boutique.

A graduate of the Culinary Insti-
tute of America in Hyde Park, N.Y.,
Mr. Fredericks previously was with
the executive dining room of the
Citigroup Executive Conference Cen-
ter in Manhattan. Prior to that, he was
Head Chef at the Central Park Boat
House Cafe and the Sous Chef at
Club 101 in Manhattan.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will
help support club projects in the com-
munity, including flower arrange-
ments for Mobile Meals, a flower
service at Lyons Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital and seasonal projects
for those with cerebral palsy.

The club also works at gardens in
Westfield, including the Miller-Cory
House Museum, the Shadowlawn
pocket park and the Claire Brownell
Wildflower Garden. Tickets are $60
and may be purchased by calling
Pam Kolb at (908) 233-3596.

Union Catholic School
Announces Tricky Tray

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School in Scotch Plains will
host its annual “Tricky Tray” on Friday,
April 24. Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.

The cost of admission is $15, and
advanced prize tickets are available
for purchase. This is always a sold-out
event. For additional information, call
(908) 889-1600, extension 304.

WHAT REMAINS OF
GRAIN...Briella Payami of Scotch
Plains, a second grader at The
Wardlaw-Hartridge School in Edison,
created a shower of flour when she
learned how to transform whole wheat
by grinding the grain into flour during
a breadmaking demonstration on April
1 with Jane Chrysostom of “Home-
steading 101.” Briella, the daughter of
Maurice and Renee Payami, also had
the opportunity to knead the bread
dough and sample a slice of the fresh
loaf of bread.

READ ON…Westfield’s St. Paul’s Day
School Kindergarten students learned
about Abraham Lincoln’s love of read-
ing and books. Pictured (as Abe Lincoln)
is Luke Jacobello. After being photo-
graphed as Lincoln, each student in the
class reflected on the life of the former
president. Students wrote about some-
thing that they thought was interesting
or important about this American hero.

SP-F PTA Council
Holds Spring Forum
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood PTA Council Spring
Education Forum will be held on
Monday April 20, at 7:30 p.m. in the
multi-purpose room at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, located
on Westfield Road.

This program is entitled “Boys and
Girls Learn Differently,” and it will be
presented by Dick Piazza. All are wel-
come to this free program. For infor-
mation and questions, contact Karen
Kulikowski at ptacruiser@yahoo.com.

Summit Speech School
Holds Homecoming

SUMMIT – Summit Speech
School, attended by Union County
residents, is hosting homecoming at
705 Central Avenue in New Provi-
dence on Saturday, June 13. Alumni,
students, families and friends are all
encouraged to attend.

Family events run from 1 to 3 p.m. and
include activities for children as well as
a teen get-together. A cocktail party will
be held from 6 to 8 p.m. for adults only.

RSVP’s are required by Friday,
May 29. To learn more, call (908)
508-0011, extension 111, or e-mail
info@summitspeech.com.
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Sec. Code:

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 19th from 2pm-5pm
 758 Westfield Avenue

WESTFIELD - Gorgeous, move-in ready, updated Colonial home.
Combines old charm w/ modern day features. Adjacent to Lincoln
School & 1/2 mile from train station. Renovated in 2008. Huge Master
Bdrm w/double French vanity and 2 walk-in closets. 2, separate & full
carpeted basements. Details: *4 Bdrms, 3 1/2 Ba., Ceiling fans in every
bdrm, *Walk-in closets in Master, *Laundry rm adjacent to Master,
*Modern kitchen with new stainless appliances that opens to large
family room *Open floor plan, *Formal dining room, *Wall-to-wall
bookshelves in liv. rm, *2 Fireplaces (liv rm & den,) *Newly painted
(inside & out), *Exposed hrdwd flrs throughout main level, *New carpet
in spacious playrm, gym & upstairs living areas, *Beautiful sunroom w/
hrdwd flrs, *Kitch. opens up to living room, *Newly installed wrap
around front & backyard fence, *Private garage. $859,999

Contact Nancy Joyce (908) 228-2930 for showing/appointment.

FIRST DAY ON MARKET !!!

“The only local camp
not held in a park”

JULY 6-10
JULY 27-31

2009 Raider Soccer Camp at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School

CAMP FEATURES:
Goal Keeper Training
Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Indoor Facilities Available
Lunches & Drinks Available to Purchase

Safe & Secure Environment

HOURS: Grades 1-4:  9:00am-12:00pm
Grades 5-11: 9:00am-3:00pm

(grade going into in September)

DIRECTORS:
Tom Breznitsky: Head Boys’ Soccer Coach

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Eric Ruano: Argentine Soccer Academy
Ryan Breznitsky, Former Rutgers Men’s

Soccer Captain

TO CONTACT CAMP:
Please call: (908) 322-6102

Email: Raidercamp@comcast.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

REGISTER EARLY!  ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED!

***ECONOMIC ROLLBACK PRICES ***
REFLECT FEES FROM 2006

FEES: Grades 1-4: $125/session; $230/both sessions
Grades 5-11: $175/session; $330/both sessions

CHRIS JENKINS K’S 11 OF 12 BATTERS IN 4 INNINGS

Blue Devils Warm Up; Blank
Irvington, 23-0, in 5 Innings

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rain prevented the Westfield High
School baseball team from playing
its first three scheduled games, so
with a very important showdown with
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood on the
horizon, it was imperative that ace
pitcher Chris Jenkins got a few in-
nings on the mound against visiting
Irvington on April 8.

For his first start of the season,
Jenkins was on the money as he mixed
in a few sliders with his blazing

fastball to strike out 11 of the 12 Blue
Knights he faced in a five-inning, 23-
0, no-hit shutout.

“In preseason, because of the
weather, he only threw five innings.
We wanted to stretch him out today,
knowing that we still had five days
before we play Scotch Plains,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster said.
“We wanted him to get a good effort
and he was able to do that. There were
times where he changed his speed to
make sure he got ahead in the count.
When he got behind, he took a little off

to get the strikes. I was pleased with
the command of his pitches. He threw

SPRING HAS ARRIVED!

Don’t Miss

A National Competition sponsored by 
Major League Baseball & Aquafina

It’s FREE for all area kids!
WHEN: Saturday, April 25    9:00AM to 5:00PM

Rain date is Sunday, April 26th (same time)

WHERE:  La Grande Park, Fanwood, NJ
Area boys and girls (ages 7-14) can compete in a National Competition of Pitching, Hitting, and
Running.  The winners in each age group move onto a sectional competition, then to a TEAM
competition at Yankee Stadium.  Winners from Yankee Stadium go on to the MLB All Star Game.

This day at La Grande Park was designed for area families to spend a few minutes to a few hours
at the park.   All kids are encouraged to compete regardless of baseball abilities, and the actual
time needed to complete all three events is about 10 minutes.  Arrive when your schedule permits.

For more information and registration forms visit
www.fyobaseball.org

Parking
available

in Fanwood
Train Station

Each participant chooses 
automatic entry into a 

raffle for:
(4) tickets to Yankee Stadium

or
(4) tickets to Citi Field (Mets)

Westfield Baseball League
Summer Travel
Baseball Tryouts

Save the Date(s): Tryouts for

Summer Travel Baseball will be May 2 and 3.

For children currently in 2rd-5th grade, tryouts will be on May 3rd

only. For children currently in 6th & 7th grade, tryouts will be held

on May 2nd and 3rd. Exact time and location to be announced.

Children in 8th grade and older must also register on the website -

www.westfieldbaseball.com. The site will be updated shortly with

details for all grades and will allow registration for summer ball.

MURRAY, LESSNER WHACK HOMERS; JENKINS K’S 14

Blue Devils’ Homers in Fifth,
Sink Raider Baseballers, 8-5

MOSKOWITZ FIRES 1-HITTER. FELDBAUER HITS 4 RBI

Blue Devils Erupt to Blank
Raider Softball Girls, 10-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Perseverance overcame resistance
when AJ Murray and Mike Lessner
each hit two-run homers in the fifth
inning and pitcher Chris Jenkins re-
corded seven strikeouts in the final
three innings to lift the hosting
Westfield High School baseball team
past Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 8-5, on
April 13.

Facing several fierce Raider bat-
ters, who worked their way deep into
the count, and several scouts with
speed guns behind the screen, Jenkins
struggled somewhat in the first three
innings but did manage to amass 14
strikeouts, while recording two hit
batters and two walks, and allowing
five hits.

The 2-1 Raiders’ biggest success
came in the top of the third inning.
With two outs and Joe D’Annunzio
and Kevin Maroney on base, Gary
Binkiewicz struck out but catcher
Murray dropped the ball and
Binkiewicz dashed for first. Murray
tossed to first but hit Binkiewicz in
the back, allowing D’Annunzio to
score. Maroney then scored on a
wild pitch as Marcus Rivera walked.
John Maxwell (2-for-3, 3 RBI) fol-
lowed with a two-run triple at the
fence in right-center to give the Raid-
ers a 4-1 lead.

“I probably wasn’t far enough out
from the play but he was hugging the
line a little bit. I should have done a
better job,” Murray said.

The 2-0 Blue Devils scored an un-
earned run in the first when Mike
Forgash reached on an error, stole
second and Matt Isabella (3-for-3, 2
RBI) drilled a shot off the tip of
centerfielder D’Annunzio’s glove.
Isabella made the score, 4-2, when he
walked, moved to third when Jenkins
plopped a single into left and later
scored on a wild pitch.

Maxwell drilled an RBI double in
the fifth to give the Raiders what
seemed to be an insurance run and a

5-3 lead, although Jenkins recorded
three strikeouts, but the complexion
changed drastically in the bottom of
the inning. Raider pitcher Maroney,
who was sailing along very well with
eight strikeouts in the first four in-
nings, hit leadoff batter Danny Kerr
with a pitch. Murray stepped up and
drilled a two-run shot over the left-
centerfield fence and Isabella tapped
a single to right.

“I was just trying to get a pitch to
hit to try to get the team going and get
some runs on the board,” Murray
said. “It was definitely a fastball. I got
ahead in the count so I was looking

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A superb five-inning pitching per-
formance by junior Alyson
Moskowitz, along with superb field-
ing and aggressive offensive muscle,
earned the Westfield High School
softball team a 10-0 victory over
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood in its
home opener on April 13.

Moskowitz (2-0) tossed a one-hit-
ter, recorded 10 strikeouts and yielded
only one walk in the five-inning game.
The Blue Devils’ offense seemed to
find the right spots at the right time to
collect 11 hits. Cleanup hitter Chris-
tine Feldbauer led the charge with a
two RBI in the first inning then added

a two-run double to highlight the fifth
inning. Leadoff hitter Cyndil Mat-
thew, who went 2-for-2, scored two
runs and swiped five bases, while
Katie Abruzzo and Nikki Aronson
each whacked RBI singles. Katie
Esler powered two hits and team-
mates Katie Kiefer, Meg Boersig and
Kim Townsend each contributed one
hit. Third baseman Kristina
Kaulkstein provided the lone hit for
the Raiders, a single in the top of the
first inning.

“I’m impressed with a couple of
things. The first thing is Alyson. She
pitched a great game, really kept this
team off-balance all game. But even
more important to me is that we have

to play clean defense and we did that
today. You can’t have mistakes be-
cause this team (Raiders) can turn
around and beat you on one mistake,
so I’m impressed all around,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Caitlin Mac
Donald.

“A lot of curve balls and change-
ups today. Scotch Plains has a great
lineup with some really good hitters
so I try to keep them off-balance, go
inside-outside and don’t give them
many fastballs,” added Moskowitz.

The 2-0 Blue Devils set the stage
with two-run assault in the bottom of
the first. Matthew beat out a bunt then
swiped a pair of bases. Abruzzo took

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING THE TIDE IN A BIG WAY…Blue Devil AJ Murray gets congratulated by coach Bob Brewster after blasting
a two-run homer in the fifth inning against the Raiders. Mike Lessner also whacked a two-run homer in the inning.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PITCHING ANOTHER SUPERB GAME…Blue Devil junior Aly Moskowitz tossed a one-hit shutout shut out against the
Raiders, while striking out 10 and walking only one in a five-inning 10-0 victory.

Adie Shaalan
• Top Sales & Top Units Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Adie Shaalan
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Adie in, and he’ll bring results!
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Blue Devils Erupt to Blank
Raider Softball Girls, 10-0
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Memorable Moment
No. 1, Nov. 3, 1973

(Note: This is the sixth in a six-part
series of the Most Memorable Mo-
ments of WHS sports history that the
author has personally attended.)

It is really impossible to describe the
emotions of an entire community as
the Westfield football express rolled
along. But the bandwagon, which many
would jump off in 10 years, was quite
full.

Starting with wins in the final six
games of the 1968 season, WHS rolled
through seasons of 8-0-1, 9-0, 9-0 and
9-0, and entered the ’73 season riding
a 42-game unbeaten streak.

You almost wondered if coach Gary
Kehler’s squad would ever lose again.
With assistant coaches Dick Zimmer,
Dave Cilo, Bob Martin, Bill Hedden
and Pete Lima, two solid junior high
school teams and a huge in-town youth
program, it seemed like things could
go on forever, as impossible as that
sounds.

The 1973 squad was full of two-way
guys, like Frank Ritter, Rick Baldwin,
Bobby Davis, Bruce Jester, Quint
Mansell, Tom Tyrell and Ira Thorne.
The backs included Jimmy Reid, Glen
Kehler and Tim Green, with a capable
backup in Mark Benedict. And guys
like Mark MacDonald, Dan Morash,
Jim Catron, John Williams, Gary
Crosby, Gil Garcia and Gene Maresca
filled out the starters.

“We had a new, tougher schedule,”
Kehler said last week. “Hillside, Gov.
Livingston, Clark (A.L. Johnson) and
Rahway were replaced by Union, Eliza-
beth (Thomas Jefferson), Linden, and
(non-league) Middletown.”

Tougher or not, the season began

with wins over Middletown (42-6),
Union (35-7) and Thomas Jefferson
(42-22). But the next four weeks would
see the Blue Devils face, 1) the best
SP-F team in its history, 2) a so-so but
hard-hitting Cranford team, 3) the best
Nutley team in its history, and 4) an-
other in a long line of outstanding
Montclair teams.

Saturday, Oct. 13, 1973: Hal Mercer
had arguably the best team in SP-F
history, with players like Jim
D’Annunzio, Jodi Harrison, Jeff
Lindner, Allan Hvizdak, Dee Hanrahan,
Frank Rossi, John Richnavsky and Tom
Fallon across the front. The wishbone
backfield included quarterbacks Jim
Meeker and Bob Hering, along with
Kenny Washington, Walt Roberson and
Bob Calhoun. Dan Read, Eric Kritsky,
Tom Montagna, Bernie Fryer, Tim
Dutcher and Greg McAlister came in
on defense.

But it was the offense that made the
Raiders so scary, with the bullish
Roberson and speedsters Washington
and Calhoun forcing WHS coach Gary
Kehler – for the only time – to insert
his quick-as-a-cat son Glen as a rover,
to counter that speed. Mercer did basi-
cally the same thing, having a “shadow”
on Kehler wherever he went on of-
fense.

“We took out the middle guard and
I went in and played behind our line-
backers,” Kehler said. “I wasn’t sure
about it, because Roberson was ham-
mering away up the middle. My job
was to read the quarterback and catch
the guy he pitched to. I don’t know
how many tackles I had; mostly I just
pushed them out of bounds.”

WHS quickly went up 14-0 on touch-
down runs by Benedict (filling in for
the injured Reid) and Kehler. But any
thoughts of a romp were erased when
SP-F drove 65 yards for Calhoun’s 7-
yard TD.

“(SP-F) made it look easy on that
drive, so they put me in on defense the
next series,” Kehler said.

With all the offensive weapons on
both teams, the scoring was – amaz-
ingly – done for the day. But there were
still plenty of thrills and chills.

A fourth-quarter SP-F drive to the
WHS 14 ended when Catron recov-
ered a Roberson fumble. But the Raid-
ers got it right back when Fryer picked
off a Davis pass with four minutes left.
The Raiders turned the ball over on
downs, but WHS couldn’t move either
and, after a Davis punt, SP-F had the
ball at its 33 with 45 seconds remain-
ing. It would be a long 45 seconds.

A Hering bomb for Calhoun was
picked off by Ritter. But the sure-
handed Kehler, fighting for an extra
yard, fumbled and SP-F’s Dave Cohen
recovered at the WHS 48 with 30 sec-
onds left.

After a near interception by Ritter,
Hering hit Richnavsky for 19 yards.
There were 11 seconds left. Ritter was
called for interference and SP-F had
one last shot with two seconds left.
Hering connected with Calhoun in the
left corner of the end zone, but the
speedster – flanked wide on the play –
had moved forward before the snap
and a “backfield in motion” penalty
negated the score and ended the game.

Saturday, Oct. 27, 1973: The Nos. 1
and 2 teams in the state met at the
fabled Oval in downtown Nutley. The
stands were packed to overflowing, as
were the end zones, and people even
watched from windows and rooftops
of the buildings across the street. “We
needed a police escort just to get
through the crowd and onto the field,”
Kehler said. “And their fans had some
interesting names they called us.”

No. 1 Westfield, with its 47-game
unbeaten streak. No. 2 Nutley, with
two straight shutouts, including 7-0
over then-No. 2 Montclair. Nutley, with
first-year coach Mario Cocchiola and
a roster that sounded like teammates of
A.J. Soprano: Cofone, Moscara, Della
Luna, Gabrielle, Cucci, Alessio,
Benimeo.

WHS had won the last four meet-
ings 7-6, 14-8, 7-0 and 10-0, so points
figured to be at a premium. And they
were, especially with WHS hurting.
“Despite the easy (35-6) win over
Cranford, we got pretty beat up,” Kehler
said.

Late in the third period, WHS drove
from its 14 to the Nutley 26, including
Kehler’s 14-yard run on a fake punt.
On a first-and-goal, Reid fumbled and
Nutley got the ball back.

Aided by a pair of 15-yard penalties,
the Maroon Raiders marched 85 yards
to a first-and-goal at the WHS 7. But
on fourth down at the half-yard line,
and despite the Nutley Pirate mascot
shooting off the cannon, QB Bob Della
Luna was stopped inches short.

But the game, and excitement, was
hardly over. Following a punt, Nutley
was at the WHS 37 with 1:40 left. After
two incomplete passes, Cofone ran for
11 yards on a “Statue of Liberty” play.
But Davis intercepted Della Luna in
the end zone on the next play.

Nutley forced yet another punt and
with 44 seconds left, and the Maroon
were at the WHS 44. Under heavy
pressure Della Luna’s pass was picked
off by Catron and returned to the Nutley
47. Davis hit Baldwin for 14 yards but
after two incomplete passes and a 5-
yard run by Kehler, WHS was on the

28 with just three seconds left. But
Kehler’s 45-yard field goal attempt
was short and the game ended score-
less.

“I had made a 48-yarder in prac-
tice,” Kehler said. “It was as good a
kick as I ever had. Me and (holder)
Frank (Ritter) both thought it was good.
But when we saw the films, it looked
like their linebacker (Charlie Potter)
got a little piece of it.”

Saturday, Nov. 3, 1973: Woodman
Field was next, and WHS was 2-0
there, having won 24-0 and 7-6 in
1969 and ’71. But the Mounties were
ready and, with bruisers Earl Vaughn
and Bob Pinckney each running for
over 100 yards, totally dominated the
Blue Devils statistically. But still the
WHS streak nearly continued.

After a fumble recovery on the sec-
ond play from scrimmage, WHS
jumped out to an 8-0 lead when Kehler
scored on a 2-yard run. He missed the
PAT kick but Montclair was off-sides
and WHS went for two with Kehler
converting. Montclair made it 8-6 at
halftime on Vaughn’s 38-yard run.

The Mounties took a 12-8 lead in the
third quarter on Pinkney’s short run
following a fumble recovery. Then, af-
ter an exchange of punts, Kehler took a
pitch-out and raced 55 yards around left
end on the final play of the quarter and
WHS was back on top 15-12.

With the overflow crowd roaring on
every play, Vaughn and Pinckney
pounded away and the Mounties
marched from their 26 to the WHS 21.
On third-and-6, QB John Mutch handed
the ball to Dale Berra (yup, Yogi’s son)
on an apparent end-around. But Baldwin
sniffed out the play and had a hold of
Berra’s jersey and tried to drag him
down as he threw an off-balance pass to
tight end Bob Ott, who was open in the
end zone but had to come back to make
the catch at the 4-yard line.

First-and-goal, again. Late in the
fourth quarter, again. Pinckney got a
yard, then Vaughn two. On third down
Pinckney tried to leap over the line, but
safety Ritter nailed him in mid-air for
no gain. Then Vaughn found a hole off
right tackle and scored with less than
four minutes to play.

There would be no miracles this
time. Davis’ second-down pass was
intercepted by Ott.

“Everybody was disappointed be-
cause you hate to lose when you
could’ve won,” Kehler said. “And even
though we were physically handled by
them, we thought we should’ve won.”

Then as the WHS players and
coaches walked in front of their stands
and headed for the buses, a strange
thing happened.

“It came out of nowhere, but we
heard this cheering start,” Kehler said.
“All our fans were standing and it kept
getting louder and louder. I remember
thinking, ‘Man, that’s really cool, re-
ally classy.’ We didn’t expect it at all. It
was a great job by the Westfield fans.
It took some of the sting out of losing.”

(Epilog: WHS beat Linden 46-6 and
Plainfield 20-0 to end the season.)

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East, now open
seven days a week) is Connor Hewett.
After Montclair had tied the lacrosse
match at 7 with 49 seconds left, the
junior won the faceoff, avoided sev-
eral defenders and scored with 19
seconds left as WHS won 8-7.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Connor Hewett
Boys Lacrosse

Elizabeth Bataille
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. 
At Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are given 

the most distinguished honor, membership into 
the President’s Council. They surpassed industry 
standards and reached the pinnacle of success.
These fine professionals demonstrate the integrity,
commitment to service and excellence that are the 
hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The President’s Council 
embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff Vision and defines 
“Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Elizabeth Bataille 
into the 2009 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

 Pat Hoferkamp, President

Westfield Office 
600 North Avenue West

Westfield, NJ 07090
Direct Phone: 908-518-5294 

Cell Phone: 908-202-1702
elizabeth-bataille@burgdorff.com

www.burgdorff.com
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

one for the team and Kiefer drew a
walk to load the pods. Boersig and
Townsend, respectively, followed
with walks resulting in two runs.

Four Blue Devils streaked across
the plate in the second. With the bases
loaded, Feldbauer whacked a two-
run single and Kiefer slashed a sharp
single to the third resulting in a throw-
ing error thus allowing two runs to
cross the plate to give the Blue Devils
a 6-0 advantage.

“They helped us out a little that in-
ning. We put the ball in play and when
you put the ball in play, good things
happen,” coach Mac Donald said.

After a silent third inning and fourth
inning that was highlighted by Raider
centerfielder Kelly Cianciotta’s great
running stab and Nikki Mineo’s heads
up play at short, the final four Devil
footprints crossed in the fifth. Mat-
thew led off and reached first on a

walk then swiped yet another bag.
Esler rapped a single and Abruzzo
plopped an RBI single to right field.
Feldbauer cracked a two-run double
to right-centerfield and first-year
player Nikki Aronson came up and
delivered the final run.

After the game, Raider Head Coach
Kelli Covert said, “Good things are
here! We see it and we have to build on
it. We had amazing plays in the out-
field with Kelly in center and a great
play in the infield with Kristina
Kalkstein and Mineo. There is tre-
mendous potential on this team. Sopho-
more Amanda White, who came in the
second inning to pitch, she was ner-
vous; you did not see it but she did an
amazing job and held it together. We
just have to work out the little wrinkles
that are popping up for us.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 00 0
Westfield 240 04 10

Generations of charm abound in this lovingly maintained & meticulously kept 
Center Hall Colonial complete with 5 bedrooms & 3.5 baths, an abundance of 
molding & cedar closets, newly finished hardwood floors & freshly painted interior.  
Coveted location close to town, schools & NYC transportation.   

       Offered for $659,000

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

CLOSE TO TRAIN IN CRANFORD

VICTORIAN CHARM WITH FAMILY ROOM

OPEN HOUSE EVENT ~ SUNDAY 1-4PM

639 SHADOWLAWN DRIVE, WESTFIELD

INDIAN FOREST GEM

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

One of the original Indian Forest Gems has been held off the market for one third 
of a century & now awaits a most discerning buyer!  This extensively renovated 11 
room Georgian Colonial may not again be available in your lifetime.  Quality 
craftsmanship & exquisite appointments abound in this exceptional Westfield 
residence beautifully combining classic charm with modern convenience & luxury. 

                Offered for $2.75 million 

SPRAWLING RANCH HOME
This unique Westfield opportunity offers more than 2.5 acres of private property on 
this oversized wooded lot less than two miles from downtown shopping and top 
rated schools! Meticulously maintained by original owners, this custom built Ranch 
exudes quality and custom detail throughout.                      

                              Offered for  $1,399,000

Must see this pristine second floor Condo offering ideal location one block to 
downtown Cranford shopping and New York City transportation.  This unit boasts 
hardwood floors, an eat-in Kitchen, new windows, an updated bathroom and more!   
Don’t miss this great starter opportunity at an affordable price!               

          Offered for $199,900

RENOVATED “GARDENS” COLONIAL
Extensively renovated 11 room Center Hall Colonial in the prestigious “Gardens” 
section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts 5 Bedrooms and 3.5 new Baths, a formal 
Dining Room & Living Room w/fireplace, first floor Office and Family Room, new 
gourmet eat-in Kitchen, Master Bedroom Suite with luxurious Bath & WIC, 2nd floor 
laundry, new patio, hardwood floors, central air & more!      

                  Offered for $1.65 million 

Extensively renovated Victorian w/front & rear porches boasts stunning 
architectural design & quality craftsmanship, combined with modern amenities & 
completed by a deep, fenced yard. In pristine condition, the bright & sunny rooms 
include a grand Foyer, gourmet EIK, adjacent Family Room w/Cathedral ceiling, 

Master Bedroom Suite and more!                               Offered for $945,000

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@CBmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090      

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT SECOND BASE…Raider shortstop Nikki Mineo puts a tag on
Blue Devil Cyndil Matthew as she slides in safely to second base.
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a slider that just dropped off the table.”
Aiden Scanlon relieved in the fifth

inning and permitted only one walk.
“Right now we got him as our 2-3

pitcher. Aiden throws strikes all the

time. Today to see a walk is just
unheard of,” commented Brewster.

Jenkins coordinated well with
sophomore catcher AJ Murray and
“K’ed the first 10 batters he faced.

“AJ is just getting better and better
all the time. He’s going to be one of
the best catchers we’ve ever had in
Westfield. He’s got that potential,”
Brewster said.

The only Blue Knight to reach base
against Jenkins, Gabriel Meija, was
walked in the fourth inning but he
made a big mistake when he attempted
to steal. Murray fired a bullet to sec-
ond baseman Dave Babetski, who
gunned down Meija, while he was
fleeing back to first. Babetski made
another spectacular play and showed
his range in the fifth by smothering a
grounder at the outfield grass near
first and tossing in time to first for the

putout to preserve the no-hitter.
“Babetski is a good glove man and

we are just seeing good things about
him. He’s going to get his opportuni-
ties, just got to take advantage of

them,” Brewster said.
Every player on the 1-0 Blue Dev-

ils’ roster got, at least, a plate appear-
ance and every player either got a hit,
scored a run or had an RBI. Mike
Buontempo bashed a pair of doubles,
scored twice and knocked in four
RBI. Rob Anderson singled and
scored three runs, Mike Forgash
drilled an RBI double and scored
twice and Max Fusaro looped a two-

run single. Rob Granstrand and Jake
Fox each had an RBI double and
scored once, Mike Clark doubled and
scored twice and Jenkins had an RBI
single and scored twice. Murray had

a pair of RBI and scored once. Joe
Ondi scored twice and had an RBI.
Babetski (single), Kyle Hayden,
Danny Kerr, Scanlon, Greg Mucci
and Mike Lessner all scored a run,
while Phil Queller and Phil Russo
each had an RBI.

“Everybody gave an effort and
played hard today,” Brewster said.
Irvington 000 00 0
Westfield 815 9x 23

Blue Devils Warm Up; Blank Blue Knights, 23-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Courtesy of Bill Howard (billhoward@comcast.net) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH MAN TO COVER…Cranford’s Alex Stone, left, moves against Westfield defender Nick Matthews in Monday’s
game (April 13). Stone had two goals as Cranford beat the visiting Blue Devils, 12-5. Blue Devil John Bohlinger scored two
goals against the Cougars.

Blue Devils’ Homers in Fifth,
Sink Raider Baseballers, 8-5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

fastball the whole way.”
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock

brought in reliever Jon Kosenik, who
got Jenkins to hit into a double play.
Mike Clark hit a fly ball to deep
leftfield that was dropped and Lessner
capitalized with his two-run homer
over the leftfield fence.

“It wouldn’t have happened if Clark
didn’t get on base. I just wanted to put
the ball in play. I got one over the
plate and luckily I put it over,” Lessner
said. “Danny Kerr got us started and
we got a couple of pitches after him.
AJ sat back on one. It definitely picked
us up!”

Jenkins fanned three more Raiders
in the sixth and another in the seventh
to close the door. In the meantime,
Kerr drove in Max Fusaro with an
RBI double and scored on Isabella’s
single to center in the sixth.

“Jenkins knows what he is doing
wrong. I just tell him to keep around
the strike zone. He always finds a way
to get back,” said Murray

“They are such a tough team. Ev-
ery out they make you work. I had a
lot of deep counts. They were fouling

pitches off. I am very proud of this
win as a team. When you have those
tough innings, that’s why the game of
baseball is the best team in the world.
Anything can happen! We throw that
kid out at first, it’s a different ball
game. If our two hitters don’t get up
with those great situations, it’s a dif-
ferent ball game,” said Jenkins, who
added, “I gain a lot of confidence
when I saw my hitters. The team was
really into the game at that point and
that really comforted me. I feel like I
pitch better under pressure.”

“We didn’t make plays. We threw
the game away by not playing de-
fense. Our offense will score runs.
Maxwell came up big. I thought he
would put that one out. Marcus Rivera,
big triple! Maroney pitched well
enough to win the game,” said coach
Baylock. “You tell me before the game
that we are going to score five runs off
Jenkins and I’m going to say we are
going to win the game. Once he gets
going, he’s good enough to dominate
any team anywhere.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 004 010 0 5
Westfield 101 042 x 8

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker, Office: (908) 233-5900 | Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor, Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com

Open House!
Sunday, April 19th, 1pm - 4pm
The Savannah in Downtown Westfield,
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

New Exciting Pricing on select condominiums.g g

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which will be furnished by a
developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus
for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties, elevators

to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

Luxury Condominium Residences For Those 55-plus

in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

775 Winyah Avenue Westfield, NJ 
Bordering Westfield’s notable Wychwood neighborhood, this gracious Colonial has a 
lovely interior boasting an inviting vestibule, living room with brick fireplace, formal din-
ing room, sunny den and an eat-in kitchen.  The spacious master bedroom with full bath 
complements two more bedrooms and another full bath. A powder room, full basement 
and wonderful yard complete this delightful setting. Presented for $659,000. Dir: E. 

Broad to Jefferson to Winyah 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Public Open House Sunday, April 19th 1 — 4 pm 

Hunterdon Cent. Wins
Blue Devil Invitational

Hunterdon Central High School
finished with a six-man total of 318
to win the team title at the Blue
Devil Invitational 12-hole event at
Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on April 13. Delbarton
finished second with a total of 325,
Seton Hall Prep took third with the
same total and Westfield placed
fourth with a total of 331. Bergen
Catholic took fifth at 335 followed
by Mainland at 338, Princeton at
360 and Allentown with 363.

Mater Dei’s Ryan McCormick
won the individual title with a 1-
under par 46. Franklin’s Alex Edfort
won a sudden-death playoff for sec-
ond with Blue Devil Kevin Russell,
both shooting 48 in regulation. Blue
Devil Brandon Molson finished in
a six-way tie for 18th with a 53
total.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING A CLOSE EYE ON THE BALL…Blue Devil leadoff batter Mike Forgash drilled an RBI double and scored twice
against the Irvington Blue Knights.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award
Gold Level: 1997-2007, Platinum: 2005
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: Mary.McEnerney@cbmoves.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

Westfield . . . Welcome to this elegantly appointed 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial featuring
impeccable attention to detail and design. The first level boasts a welcoming front porch, Living Room
with a wood burning fireplace flanked by built-ins, adjoining Family Room with gas fireplace and
recessed lighting. The Family Room opens to a “State of the Art” Kitchen with a spacious breakfast area,
custom cabinetry, granite counters, stainless steel appliances, center island, computer/desk station
and wine cooler. A formal Dining Room with a corner cabinet completes the first floor. The second level
offers a lovely MBR Suite with an endless array of closet space and built-ins, three additional Bedrooms
and full Bath. Additional highlights include: Rec Room with built-ins, walk-up Attic, hardwood floors,
extensive moldings, exquisite landscaping, new Baths and Patio. Close to Wilson School, town and
transportation. This is a very special place to call home. Offered at $1,025,000.
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SELLING IN TODAY’S MARKET…

FOR AN INFORMRR AMM TIONAL EVENING ON SELLING YOUR HOME IN TODAY’S MARKEMM T.

Pat Hoferkamp, President of Burgdorff ERA, will address the group and

a team of experts will be available to speak with you and answer questions:

Refreshments will be served.

Hope to see you here.H t s h ee.e.

Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

P lease join us onPP
Thursday,  April 16th66 , 7:00 pm – 9:00 pmh

Holy Trinity Parish Caps
Successful Hoops Program

Mass celebrated by Msgr. Gerry
McCarren and a potluck supper
capped a successful fifth season of
the Holy Trinity Parish CYO Basket-
ball program. Athletic Director Bill
Fitzpatrick directs the parish program,
which includes eight teams from third
grade through grade 8.

Several teams were recognized for
recent tournament wins. Coach Steve
Criscuolo and Bill Fitzpatrick (5th
grade) and their teams won the recent
Westfield Community Tournament
benefiting Westfield United Way and
Holy Trinity Food Pantry. Coach Paul
Friel’s 4th grade team won the inau-
gural Jim McElroy Tournament at St.
James in Springfield. Anthony
Cavallo’s 7th grade boys and Tom
Luzzi’s 8th grade boys each went to
the Union County CYO finals with
both finishing second. Both men
coached in the All-Star games.

Over 80 athletes participated in the
program. In addition to Criscuolo,

Fitzpatrick and Pettit, the coaching
staff is comprised of: Paul Friel (boys
4th gr.) Frank McIntyre and Chris
Walter (boys 5th grade White), An-
thony Cavallo (boys 7th grade), Tom
Luzzi (boys 8th gr.), Luzzi and Larry
D’amico (girls 5/6th grade), and
Criscuolo (girls 7/8th grade).

Holy Trinity’s service project for
the Archdiocesan CYO League was
to collect supplies for the Holy Trin-
ity Food Pantry. In summing up the
season, Fitzpatrick said, “We are ex-
cited about the growth of the program
and continue to stress basketball fun-
damentals and teamwork. This pro-
gram allows us to offer kids in the
parish and their families a great op-
portunity to celebrate community and
have fun together”.

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com
Click archives

April 15, 2006: Senior Jeff Perrella
ran a personal-best 4:15.6 on the 1600
anchor leg of the Irwin Bernstein
distance medley relay to give the Blue
Devil boys the victory in the event at
the Blue Devil Classic Relays at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Sophomore Mike
Alleman blew the field away with a
personal-best heave of 52’8.5” to give
the Raiders a victory in the team shot
put to go with their victory in the
4x400-meter relay.

April 13, 2005: Long fingernails
were at a minimum in the top of the
seventh inning when the visiting
Cranford softball team, down 2-0,
scored a run, had the bases loaded
with two outs and No. 5 batter Lisa
Levonas ripped a liner to centerfield.
Fortunately, for the home team,
centerfielder Kelli Kaskiw darted to
her left and snagged the liner to earn
the Raiders a 2-1 victory. Raiders
Melissa Sette and Taylor Cianciotta
each went 2-for-3 and scored a run.
Catcher Lauren Mains, a sophomore,

had an RBI single and a stolen base.
April 14, 2003: The 11th-ranked

Blue Devil golf team placed third
with a six-player total of 346 in the
Blue Devil Invitational, using 12 of
the 18 holes at Echo Lake Country
Club. Mainland took top honors with
a total of 328 and Bergen Catholic
finished second at 332. Adam Karnish
and Garrett Cochren each finished at
57 and Ryan Shallcross, Tom
DelDuca, Jim Arbes and Matt Hodges
each came in at 58.

April 16, 2001: The 13th-ranked
Blue Devil boys lacrosse team stag-
gered 11th-ranked St. Joseph’s of
Methuchen, 17-5, in Westfield. Mike
Debrossy and Chris Dodge each
flicked in four goals.

April 15, 2000: The Raider girls
won two events and the Raiders boys
tied for first in another, while the
Blue Devil girls won one event at the
Blue Devil Relays at Gary Kehler
Stadium. Raiders Katie Feighner and
Ruth Rohrer teamed to win the discus
with a total of 187 feet. Feighner and
Christina Hillman won the shot put
with a distance of 66’5”. Raiders Mike
Grabel at 12’6” and Nick Cahill at 11’
totaled 23’6” to tie for first in the pole
vault. Blue Devils Maura McMahon,
Heather Dennis, Alexis Anzelone and
Adrianne Blauvelt crossed first in the
4x800 meters with a time of 9:48.

April 13, 1999: Senior Lamont
Turner blasted two home runs, singled
twice and knocked in four runs and
senior Luke Mistretta crashed a three-
run homer to lead the Blue Devil
baseball team to an 8-5 victory over
Linden in Westfield. Junior pitcher
Oscar Perez fanned seven Tigers in
his complete game.

April 11, 1998: Liz McKeon’s
power and Paige Corbett’s five RBI
helped the Blue Devil softball team
cast a 12-3 spell on the Raiders in
Westfield. Pitcher Shannon Wagner
scattered nine hits to minimize any
Raider chances of getting a big in-
ning.

Fred K. Lecomte (April 2003 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRENGTH IN DISTANCE…Blue Devil Melissa Richey receives handoff from
senior Kathleen Salmon in the distance event at the Summit Relays.St. Bart’s Chairman Injects

Humor in Softball League
By Dean Talcott, Chairman, Health

and Wellness Committee, St.
Bartholomew Men’s Oldtimers Soft-
ball League.

The 2009 league player list shows
a shocking 14 percent increase in
players who need an XXL shirt size
over last year. This year’s player se-
lection draft will yield approximately
three first basemen per team. Add in
the two catchers per team and each
team will have a roster comprised of
33 percent of players that are “too”.
That is too old, too lame, too slow or
too fat!

Upon further analysis of this year’s
player list, a tally of the players, who
chose first base or catcher as their
preferred first or second position

choice, shows that 86 of 150 players
made this selection. The obvious ben-
efit of this position selection is the
proximity to the bench.

Due to this alarming trend, next
year’s off-season Executive Board
meetings may be forced to make dras-
tic rule changes in post game activi-
ties such as:

No pizza! No beverages with carbo-
hydrates! Be home by 8:30! Further
more, to be eligible to play in a softball
game, umpires may require players to
perform 100 abdominal crunches be-
fore being allowed on the field.

One more thing, I am a catcher and
I’m twice the league’s minimum age.
I’m not slow, but I’m not fast. You
could say that I am “half-fast”.

FYO Baseball to Have
Pitch, Hit, Run Day

The Fanwood Youth Baseball Orga-
nization will host a Pitch, Hit and Run
National Baseball Skills Competition
sponsored by Major League Baseball
(MLB) and Aquafina at La Grande
Park in Fanwood on Saturday, April
25, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The rain date
will be Sunday, April 26.

Area children, ages 7 to 14, are
invited. Girls and boys will compete
in varying age groups. Proof of age is
required. Winners in each age group
will advance to a regional competi-
tion, then onto a MLB Team at Yan-
kee Stadium and finally a competi-
tion at the MLB All-Star game in St.
Louis. For more information or to
pre-register, please visit
www.fyobaseball.com

Murray Makes Bench
Award Watch List

WICHITA, Kan. – Wake Forest jun-
ior Mike Murray of Westfield was one
of 44 players named to the Coleman
Company Johnny Bench Award Watch
List. The award is given annually to
the top Division 1 collegiate catcher.

So far this season, Murray is bat-
ting around .300, with five home runs
and 27 RBI. One of Murray’s home
runs was the game winner in the ninth
inning in the win at Winthrop. Murray
has played in over 100 games during
his Wake Forest career.

The watch list will be trimmed down
to 10 semifinalists on May 14, while
the three finalists for the award will
be announced on June 3. The winner
will be presented with the award on
June 26 at the 12th Annual Great
Wichita Sports Banquet. Florida State
catcher Buster Posey claimed the 2008
Johnny Bench Award.

David B. Corbin (2008 archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GEARING FOR ANOTHER BIG YEAR…The St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League is gearing up for another exciting season.

FYO competitor

Mike Murray

FYO competitor

John C. Wiley
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 908-301-2025
Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue
908 233 5555

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Picture perfect 4 bedroom colonial in impeccable condition. Newer kitchen, bathrooms, windows, furnace,
central air. Finished basement with wonderful rec room. Beautifully landscaped grounds.  Directions:
Springfield Ave. to Michael Drive OR E. Broad St. to West Ct. to Sandra Cir. to Michael Drive. $599,900.

Open House: Sunday, April 19th • 1-4pm

62 Michael Drive, Westfield

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated by NRT Incorporate
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LAX CLUB JUNIOR BOARD MEMBERS…The Westfield Lacrosse Club Junior Board members pictured, left to right,
are: bottom row; Allie Rubin, Jordan Yarusi, Kendra Simcox, Emily Gretsky, Jordan Harries, Madison Yarusi, Kate
Brennan, Caroline Bertoni, Val Hoffman, Sarah Chandler and Maddie Chandler; middle row, Abe Fertig-Cohen, Jackson
O’Leary, Robert Bunting, Tim York, Danny Wolf, Josh Posluszny and Peter Mebane; top row, Sean Scrudato, Sam
Rosenburgh, Andrew Arnold, Will Gretsky, Zander Maslow, Evan Rosenburgh, Connor Hewitt, John Bohlinger and Ryan
Rittendale. Not pictured but also Jr. Board members: Jenna Sharky, Bryan Huber, Chris Jimenez and Kevin Kessier.

Courtesy Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CELEBRATING IN THE RAIN…After opening the lacrosse season with four
rain-soaked losses, the Westfield boys lacrosse team had something to celebrate
on April 11 (still in the rain) as a last-minute Connor Hewett goal lifted the Blue
Devils to an 8-7 win over Montclair.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, after public hearing on Feb-
ruary 25, 2009, granted conditional vari-
ance approval from the requirements of
184-8 and 184-172B D for property owned
by The Fanwood Presbyterian Church at
74 South Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey,
being Block 87 and Lot 2.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mrs. Barbara Martin
Fanwood Presbyterian Church

74 South Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 4/16/09, The Times Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted the follow-
ing resolutions at its April 13, 2009 meet-
ing for the following applications heard at
its March 9, 2009 meeting:

Matthew & Janine Kennedy, 520 Salter
Place, Applicant sought an extension of
variance approval memorialized March 10,
2008. Applicant was granted permission
to construct first story and second story
additions contrary to Sections 12.04F1
and 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
One year extension granted.

Carl H. Blendulf, 425 Quantuck Lane,
Applicant sought permission to construct
a two story addition to the rear of the
house, and an entry foyer and portico to
the front of the house contrary to Sections
12.03D and 12.04G of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Faris Corp. (Auto Spa of Westfield),
215 South Avenue, East, Applicant
sought permission to erect a freestanding
sign a the front of the property contrary to
Section 16.04E.4 of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/16/09, The Leader Fee: $29.58

499

The Junior Board membership was
introduced and offered this year to
high school student athletes who
wanted to give back to the Westfield
Lacrosse Club youth program. Junior
Board member duties include; Bridge
network for new inner city develop-
ment programs, clinics (PCA, skill
and safety), coaching, officiating,
WLC “Lacrosse Day” (scheduled for
Saturday, May 16, from 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. at Kehler Stadium) and, most

importantly, sharing the enjoyment,
dedication and honor of the great
historic game of Lacrosse.

Westfield Lacrosse Club is a non-
profit organization dedicated to pro-
viding boys (grades 2-8) and girls
(grades 3-8) opportunities to have
fun playing youth lacrosse and have
positive development experiences.
The 2009 spring season is the club’s
biggest year ever with nearly 700
enrolled.

Junior Board Added To Westfield Lax Club

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

SCOTCH PLAINS
CRANFORD

CRANFORD

SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/19  1-5PM
NEW CONSTRUCTION - CENTER HALL COLONIAL

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/19  1-5PM

CENTER HALL TUDOR

SPLIT NEW CONSTRUCTION

$799,900 & 849,900
$939,800

$719,000

$379,000

$559,000 $1,279,000

New 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Energy Star constructed Custom Colonial featuring inviting
mahogany front porch and beautiful architectural details throughout. Gourmet Eat-In-
Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, Master Bath with
jetted tub and stall shower, 2nd floor laundry room, Central Air (2 units), and 2 car built-in
garage are just some of the amenities of this home. Directions: North Ave to Seneca #2303
& 2307. MLS # 2660467 & 2660469

This new construction 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Center Hall Colonial, located on the Northside
of Cranford, offers a return to gracious living. Walk along the paver walkway up to the open
front porch and enter into a grand foyer with a soaring ceiling and beautiful chandelier. This
home has a full sized Living Room and Dining Room with French doors opening to a
stunning, spacious kitchen flowing into a large comfortable Family Room with a stone gas
fireplace. Continue upstairs to a large Master Bedroom Suite with a Sitting Room, large walk-
in closet with custom organizers and a large Master Bath. Perfect for both formal and informal
entertaining, the numerous amenities include extensive millwork, moldings, wainscoting,
arched doorways, tray ceilings, recessed lighting, sound system, alarm system, central vacuum,
1st floor laundry, built-in 2 car garage and professional landscaping. MLS # 2616512

Impressive Colonial Tudor style home situated on a cul-de-sac of a very desirable
neighborhood. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, Family
Room with dramatic wood burning stone fireplace, newer roof, huge basement with high
ceilings and plenty of storage. CAC, 2 car garage, Deck off Family Room, attic storage
accessed by pull-down stairs and hardwood floors under carpeting. Directions: Lexington
Ave to Dorchester #327. MLS # 2664629

Step into a classic Center Hall Tudor with oversized rooms and charming architectural details
including inlaid wood flooring, archways, built-ins and detailed moldings. This homes many
highlights include 4 spacious Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen with generous pantry,
Living Room with wood burning fireplace, sunny Den, new roof and a 2 car garage.
Subdivision possibilities, as house sits on a double lot. MLS # 2629971

Set back on a 68" X 150" property, this beautifully maintained 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath home,
with hardwood floors, is an incredible find. The first floor features a bright open Living Room,
Formal Dining Room and Eat-In-Kitchen with just a few steps down to a Family Room
opening onto a large fenced yard. There are four spacious Bedrooms, including the Master
Bedroom with a private Bath, and an additional Bedroom with Bath. The renovated Master
Bathroom and main Bath feature custom tile work, glass shower doors and high end fixtures.
Other recent updates include the roof, furnace, central air and hot water heater. An ideal
location close to town and transportation add to the appeal. MLS # 2668332

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home built
in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close to Franklin
School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your perfect
home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors
throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central
vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included in this gem. Will Build
To Suit! MLS # 2546035

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 14, 2009
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE PERMIT-
TING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6,
2009 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS

Purpose: To Allow any charitable orga-
nization to conduct games of chance (raffle)
on Sunday, September 6, 2009 in the
Township of Scotch Plains provided steps
are taken to secure a license for same.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/16/09, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE is hereby given that at a meet-
ing of the Township Council of the Town-
ship of  Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, April 14, 2009
there was introduced, read for the first
time, and passed on such first reading, the
following ordinance:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
SECTION 2-25.5 OF THE RE-
VISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS 1978 ES-
TABLISHING A RATE
SCHEDULE AND ADMINIS-
TRATIVE FEE FOR EXTRA
DUTY POLICY ASSIGN-
MENTS

Purpose: The  following additional rate
schedule for extra duty police assignments
shall take effect on May 11, 2009 and be
effect thereafter as follows: $100 per day
for police vehicle use for any extra duty
assignment that requires same.

A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of
such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will
be given an opportunity to be heard con-
cerning such ordinance.

A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, be-
tween the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday by any member of
the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.

BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk

1 T - 4/16/09, The Times Fee: $37.74

WESTFIELD OFFICE  600 North Avenue West  Westfield, NJ 07090  (908) 233-0065

For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

PLAINFIELD $429,000
Charming and delightful stone front
Dutch Colonial is located in the heart
of the picturesque setting of Sleepy
Hollow.  Offers 7 rooms and includes
3 Bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Formal Din-
ing Room, Great Room with fireplace.
Impeccable details throughout.  El-
egantly decorated Master Suite.

MOUNTAINSIDE $470,000
Open floor plan with excellent po-
tential.  Central Air Conditioning,
oak hardwood floors, radiant
heated porch, deep basement could
be Recreation Room.

SCOTCH PLAINS $550,000
Expanded 8 room Ranch with
open floor plan offers a large
Kitchen with center island plus
separate eating area, sliders to
deck for summer entertaining, Liv-
ing Room and Family Room with
fireplaces, oak floors, Recreation
Room in basement.

GARWOOD $374,500
Great location for a small business.
Second floor has 4 Bedrooms and 2
full baths.  Full eat-in Kitchen, full
Formal Living Room on 1st floor
with back entrance.  Front entrance
provides easy access.

WESTFIELD $1,685,000
Lovely renovated center hall Colonial
has been expanded in 2005 offers a 25
x 18 Eat-In Kitchen with solid cherry
cabinets, center island and stainless
steel appliances, large Family Room and
mahogany deck are accessed from the
Kitchen, 4 Bedrooms, 4 baths, hard-
wood floors, fireplace, wine cellar and
so much more.

WESTFIELD $699,900
Lovely “Wychwood” home has
been totally renovated and is
“move in” ready.  All new Kitchen
and appliances, baths, roof, land-
scaping, driveway and more.  Beau-
tiful refinished oak floors freshly
painted interior and exterior.  Neu-
tral décor.

WESTFIELD $999,999
Very charming center hall Colonial in
the Gardens. All updated! Fabulous,
large Kitchen with center island & ev-
ery amenity, newer baths, roof, CAC,
Family Room adjacent to Kitchen.
Beautiful landscaping & custom fenc-
ing, brick walks, steps & large patio area.
Close to town, train, schools & park.

WESTFIELD $399,000
Wonderful bungalow home sold
for over 100% of its list price in
only 30 days.  Contact any of our
extraordinary agents and le them
design a personalized marketing
plan for your home.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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Mayoral Cand. Brennan’s Comments
Of WF Mayor Are ‘Troublesome’

I have been a resident of Westfield
since 1994 and can think of no one indi-
vidual that has demonstrated more pride,
dedication and admiration for our great
town than Mayor Andy Skibitsky. I know
I speak for many when I say this is why I
find Bill Brennan’s self-serving comments
in last week’s Leader so troublesome.

Since taking office as our mayor, Andy
has accomplished far too many things to
cover in this letter. However, I think it is
important to point out two areas.

The first has to do with the budget and
budget process. Our federal, state and
county governments are in the midst of a
financial mess, the likes we have not seen.
Poor leadership and management at these
levels are to blame for the careless spend-
ing, corruption, deficits and endless tax
increases.

This is not the case in Westfield, as the
mayor’s management of this process has
kept the municipal increases to a mini-
mum.

He has done this through such tactics as
negotiating health insurance contracts
from double-digit increases to an average
of only 2.63 percent, reduced town em-
ployee positions by 22, saving nearly $1
million and by having his budget team
focus on every line item in the town’s
budget.

For some strange reason that I cannot
comprehend, Mr. Brennan believes that
the mayor’s approach is “absurd” and that
the “process is broken.” No, Mr. Brennan,
the process is not broken in Westfield. It
is broken in Elizabeth, Trenton and Wash-
ington, D.C.

What is absurd, however, is that sud-
denly, Mr. Brennan has a great interest on
the Westfield budget now that he is run-
ning for mayor. In fact, Mr. Brennan has

told his running mates “if you don’t want
to put in the time, don’t run,” as it relates
to how the budget process will be man-
aged under his watch.

Yet, Mr. Brennan has not voted in one
Westfield school budget election in the
last five years. In my view, Mr. Brennan
not taking five minutes to vote on the
portion of the budget that is over 62
percent of your tax bill is very unsettling
in light of his wish to be our mayor.

Even before Andy was mayor, I felt he
was one of the most open and transparent
people I had ever met. When he became
mayor, he made it clear that this would be
a foundation of his time in office.

Andy has met and exceeded every
measure of this commitment through
many aspects, including improved com-
munication with county and state offi-
cials, meeting with countless neighbor-
hood groups, organizations, and local
schools and even making the town budget
available on the town website in a format
that also includes a PowerPoint presenta-
tion that is understandable by the masses.

In the spirit of full disclosure, I am a
councilman in Westfield and am enthusi-
astically supporting Mayor Skibitsky in
his re-election bid.

If you would like to hear firsthand
about the mayor’s commitment to you
and to Westfield you may want to do what
countless other Westfield residents have
done and call Andy’s office at 789-4041
and get on his calendar some Saturday
morning.

By doing this, you will no doubt under-
stand why I believe that there in no one
better to lead our great town in to the
future.

Frank Arena
Westfield

Union County News

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

The next time you happen upon a
fire, take a closer look at the fire trucks.
It’s not surprising to see equipment
from other nearby towns, or even clear
across the county. That’s the Mutual
Aid Fire System in action: all 21 mu-
nicipalities in Union County sharing
resources to help each other through
emergencies.

Mutual Aid is something we tend to
take for granted today. Not too long
ago, the picture was quite different.
Local fire departments rarely needed
extra help. When they did, someone
had to phone around to see who could
pitch in.

Today, Mutual Aid is an everyday
occurrence, and the response is no longer
left to chance. The local fire depart-
ments coordinate through a highly struc-
tured command system that answered
385 calls last year.

Firefighting itself has become more
structured, too. For example, to meet cur-
rent regulations, 17 responders must go to
a one-room house fire. Smaller depart-
ments must now routinely call on Mutual
Aid to staff up the scene as required, even
when a fire is relatively minor.

Today’s fire fighters handle situations
involving hazardous materials, compli-
cated rescue operations, and medical
emergencies, all requiring specialized
equipment and training. As a conse-

Mutual Aid Fire System
Brings Union County Together

quence of the 9/11 attacks, fire depart-
ments must also be prepared for regional
emergencies including bioterror.

Due to the dedication of personnel at
our local fire departments, the Mutual
Aid system in Union County has grown
to meet these challenges. Other coun-
ties have replicated its command struc-
ture and operational guidelines. In fact,
Union County has become a model for
how Mutual Aid works in New Jersey.

Our municipal fire chiefs and depu-
ties are the backbone of the system,
headed by Mutual Aid Fire Coordinator
Lathey Wirkus, who is a Deputy Fire
Chief in the Elizabeth Fire Department.
They are on call to coordinate Mutual
Aid responses 24/7. They receive no
extra pay for this work, and no munici-
pality ever charges a fee for its Mutual
Aid services. The County’s Office of
Emergency Management provides fund-
ing for communications equipment and
on-scene supplies through the county
budget, and by securing state and fed-
eral grants.

With municipal budgets strained by
an economic crisis that is global in
scope, the Mutual Aid Fire System is
more important than ever. It deserves
all the support we can provide, and fire
fighters from all 21 municipalities in
Union County deserve our thanks for
making it work.

SP Board of Ed Campaigns Budget for
Kids, Not Taxpayers; Need to Vote No
Once again we have the responsibility

of voting on the school budget. This year
is especially important since we are in
such serious financial trouble. No doubt
the school board did what they could in
their minds to keep the percentage in-
crease of our taxes down to 3.7 percent for
Scotch Plains

How many of us will see our family
income go up by this amount in the com-
ing year. Many of us have lost our jobs
already and more of us will join them in
this coming year.

Once again, year after year, I ask where
do we to get the money? Have all the
board member’s family incomes in-
creased by this amount? Many of us
taxpayers know that we will have a drop,
if not a complete loss, of income.

Our school board consists of a staff of
individuals that are hard working, highly
qualified and stay on target for their
stated objective. The board slide presen-
tation states, “A vote for education is a
Vote for Kids!!!” There was no mention
about how the taxpayers are going to
afford the expense when jobs are disap-
pearing.

This results in the plea – please, the
budget should decrease since our in-
come is dropping; if you can’t then we
need a zero increase until the employ-
ment situation improves. We know that,
as of January 2007, there are some 38
people on the school payroll that are
compensated in excess of $100,000 a
year. Talk about a slap in the face when
we are losing our jobs and still have to
pay these salaries! I suppose to justify
why we should not complain and keep
the cash flow in tact, the board sited in
their budget slide presentation an article
from the February 19, 2009’s Business
Week Magazine that we have a Median
Household Income of $100,131, Median
home price of $421,000 and an unem-
ployment rate of 4.5 percent. However
when you look at the basis for these
numbers, cited by Business Week, we
see that the salary was based on U.S.
Census data — was not the last census
some nine years ago? The home prices
were for 2008 projections, we all know
that recent data as indicated in the NJ
Real Estate Report and the Record have
indicated that our home prices have de-
creased some 10 percent last year, and
the unemployment rate was for 2007,
boy have a lot changed since then! These
numbers by Business Week reflect the
past not the reality of today! I hope this
was not an intentional act to justify their

position with misleading facts, but sim-
ply a failure to look at the fine print.

In December 2007, the Star-Ledger
reported that our school system was edu-
cating a student for $13,033 per student;
the state said it should only cost us
$12,585. In contrast, look at Union
Catholic’s 2009-2010 tuition of $9,840.
For the same period, our high school has
a comparative cost per student (does not
include some $2,000 more that is in-
cluded in Union Catholic’s cost) is
$11,975.

In looking at the Paid Public Posting
in the Times by an individual and the
subsequent response by our school board
president on NJ.com Forum shows the
separation from those in the school sys-
tem and a number of taxpayers. We are
lucky to have as our board president who
mentioned that he has 20 years of expe-
rience as a controller for a public com-
pany. This makes one wonder how many
other on the board are professionals in
finance, law, education and the like.
These highly qualified individuals re-
ally overshadow many of us. Then it also
leads to the question, how many of their
spouses are also highly qualified. It
should be noted that a controller, a ten-
ured educator, lawyer have little worry
about their job security. Our board presi-
dent said that they understand that “The
district is well aware of the economic
climate we are living in.” It would be
hard to not with the everyday bad news.
However, does one really know what it’s
like unless you face it first hand? Many
of us have lost one family job, can’t find
a new one and the one remaining job is
not assured. The board’s budget presen-
tation mentioned that only $5 will be
saved for every $100,000 of the budget,
but every dollar counts when you lose
your job and we already pay thousands
for the schools.

This year more than ever, we need to
insist on a zero increase in the budget. It
appears the only way we can force the
issue is by voting no on the budget.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Candidate Mullen;
Doing More With Less
My husband and I chose Scotch Plains

as our community of choice to raise our
family. These are difficult times. We
need to take a fresh look at the way our
township government is operated. Main-
taining the status quo, is no longer an
option. We need creativity in finding new
ways of doing more with less resources.
Our taxpayers not only expect it, but they
demand it. I want to serve because I
believe that I can help guide our commu-
nity through this crisis and make the
quality of life better for all.

Theresa Mullen
Candidate for Scotch Plains Council

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

Westfield . . . Charming 11 Room. 5 BR, 4 ½ bath home. Enclosed front
porch, gracious foyer with split staircase, Natural chestnut woodwk, large,
sunfilled LR w/frplc, FDR,  cust KIT w/skylts & Palladian wndw, separate
dining area. Master suite, 1st flr guest BR suite with BTH., RECRM,  2 Zn
CAC, HW HT, lrg DK, 2 CG. Near dwntwn & school. 100 x 150 property,
new driveway. $899,900.

Westfield . . . Grande Vic Col w/ wrap porch on 100x250 fenced property. Spa-
cious, sunny 12 RM, 6 BR, 4 ½ BTH HM. 5500 SF. 2 story EF, LR w/frplc,
FDR, LIB, custom KIT w/adjacent FR. Lrg Conservatory/game rm, guest suite,
MBR w/SIT RM, 2 wlk-ins, luxury MBTH.. Deluxe moldings & BI”S, accented
ceilings, inlaid flrs, tall wndws, wired for 7 ZN music sys, Sprinkler SYS, rear
DK, 3 CG, one blk to train, 2 blk to kinder, mid, H.S. $1,475,000.

NJ Circle of Excellence® - Gold Level: 1987-2001
Platinum Level: 2002-2008

email: hye-young@att.net
web: www.hyeyoungchoi.com

Hye-Young Choi
# 1 Realtor Total Production - 11 Years

More Candidates & Letters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Temple Sholom Plans
Play ’n Pray Event

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains invites mem-
bers of the community with children
ages 4 and under to a special Shabbat
Play ’n Pray event on Saturday, April
25, featuring music, maracas, pup-
pets and parachutes.

This 30-minute service, led by Di-
rector of Education Michelle Shapiro
Abraham and Student Cantor Vicky
Glikin, will begin at 11:15 a.m. and
be followed by a free bagel brunch in
the temple playroom or on the play-
ground.

Temple Sholom is located in the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues in Fanwood. Its chapel is
around the corner off of Marian Av-
enue. Attendees are asked to enter
through the door on Marian Avenue
marked “Temple Sholom.” For more
information, call (908) 889-4900, e-
mail sholom@sholomnj.org or visit
sholomnj.org.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Wonderful Home for Sale 
5 Stanley Oval 
Westfield, NJ 

Stunning sun-filled Center Hall Colonial home in pristine, move-in  
condition. Located on one of the most enchanting streets in Westfield
with a park-like area at its center. Beautifully landscaped and in highly  
desirable Wilson school district.  Walk to charming downtown and  
to NYC transportation. 

Open House: Sunday, April 19th, 1-4 pm 
$1,079,000
908-232-1573 / maryscottpeterson@comcast.net

Campaign Release Brennan for Mayor

Brennan: Mayor Did Not Fulfill
His Budget Promises

Mayor Andy Skibitsky has failed to
keep his promises regarding the munici-
pal budget. Andy promised the taxpayers
that he would scrutinize every line item in
the budget. However he has not attended
any budget meetings for the past four
years. The most important responsibility
of the mayor should be overseeing the
taxpayer’s dollars. I’m sure when people
elected the mayor they expected him to
roll up his sleeves and work hard to limit
spending and maintain services. It is im-
possible to look after the budget when
you don’t even attend the meetings.

If I’m fortunate enough to be elected, I
will attend and participate in every bud-
get session during my four years in office.
I also propose that every member of the
council attend every budget meeting.

For the last four years, the mayor has
delegated the important responsibility to
oversee and formulate a budget to a four-
member finance committee. The other
five members of the council and the mayor
do not attend the numerous meetings lead-
ing up to the passage of the budget. The
selection of a four-person committee is
by design. Under state law, if five mem-
bers of the council attend a meeting, the
meeting must be advertised and open to
the public. Given the fact that the mayor’s
finance committee is comprised of four
members, they can avoid the sunshine
laws and hold private meetings.

I specifically asked permission to at-
tend the budget meetings and was told
that the meetings are not open to the
public.

The budget this year will be over $40
million, with another tax increase. I guar-
antee that the public will be invited to my
budget hearings. I think if we spend
people’s money, they certainly have a
right to attend and see how we spend their
hard earned dollars. I find it hard to fathom
how Andy can promote on his website
and in his recent letter to the editor that his

administration ‘provided increased trans-
parency’ to the budget process. It’s hard
to tout transparency when all your budget
meetings are conducted behind locked
doors and the public is prevented from
attending.

Conducting budget presentations after
the budget is completed and publishing
the finished budget in the paper is not
transparency. We need transparency dur-
ing the formulation of the budget, not
after the decisions are made.

Our great town consists of people with
many talents and great ideas. We should
open up the budget process and receive
public input. Most importantly, the town
will know, if I’m elected, that I will keep
my pledge to scrutinize every line item in
the budget, since I will be at every budget
meeting during my term as mayor.

I invite everyone during the course of
the campaign to view my ideas and pro-
posals “To Move Westfield Forward” at
brennanformayor.net.

William Brennan
DEM WF Mayoral Candidate

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555
COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2008
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

721 Scotch Plains Avenue, Westfield $859,000
Custom built, quality colonial offers spacious rooms with a flexible floor plan; 5 Bedrms., including a  1st flr. Master suite;
LR w/fplc.,  Formal DR, Library, Fam. Rm. overlooking large lot backing up to woods, EIK, lovely foyer w/powder rm.
Second flr. offers  4 Bedrms., 3 baths,  incld. a 2nd potential master bedroom. Plenty of closet and storage space thru-out.
Directions:  Rahway Ave to Shackamaxon Drive to Left onto Scotch Plains Avenue.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH • 1-4PM

More Candidates & Letters
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

10 Kirkview Circle, Westfield $1,200,000
Gracious 4 Bdrm 3 ½ bath Center Hall Colonial on quiet cul-de-sac.  Quality steel beam construction and beautifully appointed thru-
out including a Foyer flanked by a grand Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/center island and granite
counters; expanded Family Room w/brick wall and fplc open to blue stone patio and private yard; 1st floor Laundry/Mud Room and
finished basement w/Recreation Rm & Office w/full bath.  Many amenities include most new wdw’s; newer roof; 3 zone baseboard
heat; 2 zone CAC; sprinkler system; alarm and more. Directions: Lambert’s Mill to Kirkview Circle to #10.

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

FRANK D. ISOLDI

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Broker / Sales Associate

email: isre@aol.com • Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2008
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2008

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

Visit my website at: www.frankdisoldi.com

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

300 Roanoke Road, Westfield $850,000
Elegant flat Ranch on just under ½ acre of beautifully landscaped property featuring a Foyer leading to Living Room w/fplc; Formal
Dining Room; EIK; Family Room and Sun Room.  Large Basement and 2 car attached Garage.  Ideal for one floor living or to add a level!
Prime location and many updates. Directions: Corner of Lawrence Ave. & Roanoke Rd. ... houses faces Lawrence.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH • 1-4PM

WF Mayor Writes Honesty Is the Best
And Most Transparent Policy

In last week’s edition of The Westfield
Leader, I read in disbelief the front page
article wherein Mr. Brennan, the newly-
announced candidate for mayor, referred
to my efforts to provide transparency as
“absurd” and then went on to state that I
“haven’t been to a budget meeting in four
years.”

Wow. I understand the nature of politi-
cal campaigns, and I understand that the
challenger has no record to stand on and
therefore must rely on attacking the
incumbent’s record, and when that record
is progressively positive, then the chal-
lenger resorts to attacking the process. Of
course, by attacking the process, the chal-
lenger never has to reveal specifically
what different results they intend to
achieve. However, I would expect that
my challenger in particular, as a former
municipal judge, as a former employee of
the Town, and as a man of the law, would
be cognizant of the framework of the
applicable laws prior to making such a
misguided statement.

During these very serious economic
times, the townspeople need facts and
reassurances, not self-serving drama for
the sake of a political campaign.

Here are the facts. Under the Town of
Westfield form of government as codi-
fied in the town charter and ordinanced in
Article II, Section 2-4, of the Code of the
Town of Westfield, it is the Town Admin-
istrator, “subject to the general direction
and supervision of the mayor,” who pre-
pares the annual expense budget and capi-
tal budget for consideration by the coun-
cil. Further, Section 2-58(a) of Article VI
of the Code of the Town of Westfield
defines the four standing committees of
the Town Council and specifies each
committee’s membership as follows: “The
standing committees of the council shall
each consist of four council
members….who shall be appointed by
the mayor annually at the organization
meeting.” Section 2-58(b)(1) lists the
duties and responsibilities of the Finance
Policy Committee to: “Provide oversight
for all financial policies of the Town of
Westfield. Responsibilities also include
recommendations concerning all budget-
ary matters and personnel matters.” Is
that the Committee Mr. Brennan is refer-
ring to – the Committee that I, as the chief
executive of the Town, appoint the mem-
bers to?

For Mr. Brennan to infer that there’s a
lack of effort on my part and for his
political party partner, Councilman Haas,
to label me a “manager of stasis” for
following the committee process defined
by the Town Code and in compliance
with the Open Public Meetings Act is
disingenuous at best and deliberately
misleading at worst.

As mayor, I maintain a hands on ap-
proach to managing and directing the
development of the budget in accordance
with the aforementioned Code of the Town
of Westfield and I have worked very hard
to produce the best results for Westfield.
Let me be clear that I oversee the budget
process on a daily basis by working with
the Town Administrator, as per Town
Code. Further, under my direction, I have
enhanced the process by fully engaging
the Finance Policy Committee in the
preparation process, rather than limiting
the committee to the review and recom-

mendation phases. For the public’s ben-
efit, I initiated the annual presentation of
the budget proposal in lay person’s terms
to make it more understandable, posted
the presentations and the actual budget
document that is sent to Trenton on the
Town’s website, and opened my office
door on Saturdays year round to meet
with residents who have questions or wish
to make comments. Additionally, I have
included an explanation of “where your
tax dollar goes” in a letter to every prop-
erty owner with their property tax state-
ment, offered factual updates in press
releases to the hometown newspaper, in-
terviewed the town administrator and chair
of the finance policy committee on TV36,
and spoken to numerous community
groups. In all of my efforts to communi-
cate with the residents, I present the facts
honestly, even the ugly ones.

The Town of Westfield is a well-run
municipality. Our foresight with respect
to reducing staff, controlling those costs
under the Town’s jurisdiction, fulfilling
state mandates, and seeking and imple-
menting efficiencies, all without cutting
any municipal services, is paying hefty
dividends in these extraordinarily chal-
lenging economic times. Compared to so
many other towns in New Jersey,
Westfield is in a far better position to
weather the tough times because of the
actions we have already taken.

I encourage all residents to attend this
year’s upcoming budget presentation. If
you are unable to attend in person, you
may view it on TV36 or read it on the
Town’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov).
And, if you’re interested in gaining a
historical perspective on budget matters
and gauging our successes for yourself, I
encourage you to review the annual tax
letters, the annual state of the town ad-
dresses, past budget presentations, and
past budget documents that are posted on
the website.

Andy Skibitsky
Westfield Mayor

Lonegan Has a ‘Solid
Plan’ for New Jersey
Gubernatorial candidate Steve Lonegan

isn’t only running against Chris Christie
in the Republican primary, he’s running
against Chris Mathews who gets a tingly
feeling running up his leg whenever a
charismatic speaker makes empty prom-
ises.

An emotional response to a candidate
is understandable. Confusing your gut
reaction with insightful journalism is dan-
gerous. Call it Mathewsmania; Lonegan
will defeat it. Mathewsmania has gone
viral because no one is ashamed of being
shallow or venal or getting their news
from Comedy Central. The Internet cov-
ers over any honest political debate with
so many veils, it seems as though Lonegan
is running against Christo, as well.
Lonegan will win on June 2.

He is perpetually crisscrossing the state
reaching out directly to the voters, and he
has a solid plan. In November, he’ll de-
feat Jon Corzine whose secret, three-point
plan is: 1. Let the state go bankrupt. 2.
Hire the artist Christo to cover the entire
statehouse with one enormous red veil. 3.
Proudly proclaim New Jeresy is not only
the most highly taxed state, but also the
state with the most sophisticated sense of
irony.

Jim Spinosa
Westfield

Councilwoman Hails Skibitsky as
‘Mayor I am Proud to Serve With’

While we all know this is an election
year, and much political posturing is and
will continue to take place, I feel it neces-
sary to add my perspective as a person
who has had the privilege of working with
and for a person who has selflessly worked
for our town over the last six years. The
person I am speaking of is our Mayor,
Andy Skibitsky.

I first began working with Mayor
Skibitsky when he was a council repre-
sentative from the third ward and chaired
the Public Works Committee.

While I was a member of that Commit-
tee, Andy initiated the White Paper Study,
which at first made some members of the
town’s Public Works Department uneasy;
I even remember thinking this could be
uncomfortable and potentially make
people leery to talk to the all-volunteer
group that Andy had assembled.

However, Andy’s leadership style truly
worked well to set any fears aside, and his
ability to guide people in a productive,
inclusive way allowed this process to
work smoothly. Not only did the White
Paper Study result in major savings to our
town, but we now have a Public Works
Department that operates more effectively
and efficiently, and we achieved this re-
sult with no cost to the taxpayers.

This was the first time a White Paper
Study was conducted at the town level. I
dare say Mayor Skibitsky showed his
capacity as a visionary leader early on in
his career as a public servant.

Cutting costs and keeping taxes as low
as possible while at all times striving to
maintain the quality of life we are used to
in Westfield has always been one of Mayor
Skibitsky’s goals. We always hear the
mantra “do more with less” coming from
our Mayor and as a result we are in an

enviable position even in these dire eco-
nomic times.

Under Andy’s leadership the Town of
Westfield has managed to operate with
minimal increases in operating budgets (a
total of just $60,000 since 2006) the town
council was able to do this despite mini-
mal state aid and mandated expenses.
This type of fiscally responsible leader-
ship has resulted in $1 million in savings
to us – the taxpayers.

A spirit of cooperation with other town
boards has been another ideal of our mayor
that has achieved positive results over the
last few years. Never before has the board
of education and the town council worked
so closely together in trying to achieve
new ways to save taxpayer dollars, share
resources and exchange ideas.

Mayor Skibitsky is a friend of mine; I
enjoy working with him and helping to
achieve his vision for our town. He is also
a fine person who has the highest degree
of integrity and honesty. Andy is an effec-
tive leader, as I believe my perspective
has shown.

He always puts the needs of the people
of this town before any one particular
group’s special interests. I have witnessed
him make the tough decisions that an
effective leader must make. But above all
these qualities, Andy is a nice guy – a
person you would want as your friend.

So while you might think my perspec-
tive is a little biased, I agree it is, but I
think you can see why. I ask you, as you
glean all the various information and mis-
information during the next few months,
to take a long, hard look at the record of
Andy Skibitsky – I dare say you will
become biased, too.

Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan
Westfield

FW’s Wells Makes
University Dean’s List
FANWOOD – Carly Wells of

Fanwood is one of 712 students at
the University of Mary Washington
in Fredericksburg, Va. to be named
to the university’s dean’s list for the
fall semester of the 2008-2009 aca-
demic year.

Carly, the daughter of Russell and
Anita Wells, is a senior.

The dean’s list recognizes outstand-
ing academic achievement at the uni-
versity by full-time students who at-
tain at least a 3.5 grade-point average
on a 4.0 scale.

Evergreen Participates
In Toy Collection Prog.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Second Chance
Toys, an organization that collects gently
used plastic toys and donates them to
children in need, will conduct a statewide
collection for Earth Week.

Investors Savings Bank will serve as a
toy drop-off location at its 53 branches,
and (800) GOT-JUNK? will transport the
toys to organizations throughout New
Jersey.

Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch
Plains will conduct a plastic toy collec-
tion during Earth Week to promote giving
and environmental messages to the stu-
dents.

The event will take place on Tuesday,
April 21, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Plastic
toys will be collected in front of the school
as children enter in the morning.

The toys will then be transported to the
local Investors Savings Bank, where they
will be collected for donation the follow-
ing week to the Union County Social
Services Department.

For drop off locations and hours, go to
secondchancetoys.org.
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

For honest
reliable
quality
work…

Ed
The Boys

&

Kitchens • Baths

Basements • Additions

Home Renovations and More

973-819-5720

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

908.462.4755
Mr. Reliable

General Contractor
& Residential Builder

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Building Yesteryear Today

•Additions •Renovations

Kitchens & Baths

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

TILE
Repair

732-381-6635

Tune-Up your Grout and Caulk
for Sale of your Home

•Bathroom Tile
•Grouting & Caulking
•Re-Glue Loose Tiles
•Reset Soap Dishes

•Small Jobs

* HEPA vacuum filters used in Interior & Exterior 

* Plastering               * Wood Stripping 95% to bear wood

* Window Cleaning              * Professional Skim Coating  

* Wallpaper Hanging & Removal            * Faux Painting

* Sheetrock & Spackling             * Gutter Cleaning

* Jobs Completed Neatly and Quickly   

* Free "on the spot" estimates        * House Restoration 

NJHIC #13VH04744100

Seasonal Lawn Maintenance

Landscape Design & Installation

Specializing in Interlocking Pavers

(732) 549-8155

Top Seed Landscaping - 20 Years Experience

         Fully Insured       NJHIC # 13VH03569700

Landscaping

Established 1984

Architectural Trimwork

Porches • Kitchens

Renovations

Baths

908-654-3444

Kelly Carpentry llC
Custom Home Improvement
Library • Cabinetry • Home Theater

Entertainment Center • Bedroom Window Seat

Walk-In Closet • Finished Basement • Wine Cellar

908-209-0104
brogankelly@comcast.net

Lic# 13VH03942000  •  Free Consultation

5 Year Labor Warranty

DK
Home

Improvement

Interior & Exterior
Renovation

732-727-1388
Licensed  & Insured

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Licensed
Insured
Free estimates

Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

908-654-0924
Chris Baker

Builders & Housewrights
Master Builders

REMODELING

RESTORATION RENOVATION

ALL TYPES OF REPAIRS

• DRYWALL • PAINTING
• CARPENTRY • FLOORING

• BATHROOMS

(908) 347 – 4332
LICENSE# 13VH03300300  FULLY INSURED

Ron Lester LLC Home Improvements
908-246-5664

Want it Done Now?  I beat any price.

BATHROOMS, DRYWALL, WINDOWS, DOORS, ALL WOOD WORK,
IN AND OUT, DECKS, PERGOLAS , YOU NAME IT! Hang your HD TV TOO!

Westfield, Mountainside, Cranford References

Why is your neighbor smiling.?..he called me!   Senior disc.
Pay upon completion, and total satisfaction. Licensed/Insured

$50 off any job $250 or more!

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

UNION. Spacious 1st floor apt.
with 2 lg. BRs, Eat-In Kitchen, Liv.
Rm, Din. Rm, fin. bsmt with 2nd
Kitchen, full bath & Fam. Rm. Use
of yard & 2-car garage, Share
driveway with 2nd flr. tenant.
$1800 per mo.
WESTFIELD. 6 rms incls. 2 BRs,
newer Kitchen & bath, hdwd flrs,
fenced yard, Florida Rm. Tenant
resp. for first $75 for repairs. Ten-
ant pays comm. Pet subject to
landlord approval. $1495 per mo.

BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield

(908) 233-0065

FT GARDEN CENTER HELP

FT Garden Center Help wanted.
Immediate position available.

$10 hr. to start.
Call Matt (908) 884-7363

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE

Sunday, April 19, 9 AM - 1 PM
522, 531, 532 Colonial Ave,
Westfield. NO EARLY BIRDS!
Furniture, Baby Equip, Books,
Toys, Clothing, Tvs,
BRIO train set and table.

SEASIDE PK- SUMMER RENT

1 blk from beach, LR, EIK, 3 BRs,
2 Full Baths, C/A, newly reno-
vated, bay/marina view, outdoor
shower, beach badges included!

 (908) 654-0919

GARAGE / MOVING SALE

Saturday, April 18th
8am-3pm

1705 Boulevard, Westfield
Assorted household and

garage items for sale ADMIN ASSIST-MEDICAL F/T

Immediate Opening for busy
medical office in Springfield, NJ.
Organized, detail-oriented
individual w/Microsoft Excel &
Word Exp, 35WPM req’d. Ins &
pymt posting exp pref’d. Bi-ling
Spanish req’d. Fax resume to
Anna (973) 921-1790.

CAR WASH @ YOUR HOME

Wash and detail your car at the
convenience of your home, 7 yrs.
experience, reliable, Mercedes
Benz, BMW, Jaguar, Call:
(908) 418-0960, (908) 868-0371

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available Immediately!
$800.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trust wor-
thy, honest, reliable house clean-
ing, very hard working & detail
oriented. Take pleasure in what i
like to do. 5 years exp,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

GENERAL HELP WANTED

Mystery shoppers - Earn up to
$150/ day. Undercover shoppers
needed to judge retail and dining
establishments. Experience not
required. Call (877) 679-6773.

HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE

If you need someone reliable to
clean your HOUSE, APARTMENT,
CONDO or OFFICE, you just found
one. I will take care of your house
with affection and responsibility.

I have great references.
FREE ESTIMATES
Call (973) 752-3011

Jana Madrini

FOR SALE

Lots(2) of eight graves each origi-
nally purchased in 1913. Lots on a
hill in desirable older section.

Call Fairview Cemetery
Westfield

(908) 232-0781

CAPE MAY VACATION RENTAL

The perfect location one block
from beach, restaurants, shops &
spas. Historical victorian with all
modern amenities & gourmet
kitchen. Large porch for people
watching & relaxing. Sleeps 12,
6 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Private
parking and fenced in yard.

See pictures at
www.132decatur.com

Call (609) 744-4877

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

SCOTCH PLAINS
Prime 2nd floor 850sqft Suite

Dwntwn Park Ave, Corner Bldg.
Across from CVS, Avail now!

REDUCED RENT
(908) 889-1890

COMMERCIAL RENTAL

OFFICE SUITE
Beautiful Georgetown style
building, 2nd fl, 1040 sqft.,
kitchenette, private bathroom,
plenty of parking on site.
203 South Ave., East,  Westfield

Call Jim Hely (908) 789-9000

MONICA CLEANING LADY

Polish girl looking for more houses
to clean. Own transportation,
excellent references, 8 years
experience. Good prices. Free
estimate. Call (908) 494-2347

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Westfield - Apartment for rent
for a single business person.

(908) 232-2396

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Apt. for rent in Cranford.
2BR, 1BA, DR, LR. 2 blocks from
train station & downtown shopping
district, Storage, WD/DW.
Quiet residential neighborhood.

Call Joe 973-769-4256 or
email jcaprio@tmcsinc.com

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Ideal location for professional
seeking office space or office
sharing arrangement. On-site
parking. (908) 654-8000

DENTAL ASSISTANT

Quality Periodontal practice
searching for an outgoing, self-
motivated dental assistant with
x-ray license. Experience
preferred, not necessary. We offer
a challenging career opportunity
in a team-oriented environment.
Computer knowledge and/or
implant experience a plus. Salary
negotiable depending on training
and experience. FAX resume to
(908) 233-3711 or email to

dnowicki@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

Customer Service Rep for
Insurance Agency. Will be
responsible for data entry,
providing quotations, servicing
existing acct’s & handling phone
calls. Must be professional,
courteous & able to work
independently. Family owned
Agency w/friendly atmosphere.
Insurance Exp helpful, Spanish
speaking helpful. 30-35 hrs/wk.

Call (908) 322-5150

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

SPECIAL MEETING

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will hold a special
meeting on April 29, 2009 in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30 pm to hear and consider the follow-
ing appeals for preliminary and final site
plan approval and for variance relief from
the requirements of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance:

C. F.G. R., L.L.C. (Applicant), 214 East
Grove Street (Property), Applicant pro-
poses expansion of an existing general
office use building located on the property
and conversion of the building to medical
office use. Applicant seeks preliminary
and final major site plan approval along
with associated “c” (bulk) and “d” (use)
variances.

Ralph Rapuano, 649 Hyslip Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to enlarge an
attached garage contrary to Section
11.07E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordi-
nance requires a minimum side yard set-
back of 10 feet from the property line.
Existing is 9.7 feet. Proposed is 7.3 feet.

Formal action may be taken at that meet-
ing.

Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropri-
ate.

The application and plans are on file in
the office of the Secretary of the Board of
Adjustment, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey and may be seen
Monday through Friday, 8:30am to 4:30pm.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 4/16/09, The Leader Fee: $37.74

MAID
MAID NEEDED FOR ELDERLY
COUPLE. $10 PER HOUR. MUST
BE ENERGETIC. REFRENCES
REQUIRED

CALL PEG OR JACK
908-232-8176
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Sherryl Pascal 

NJWA Rockin’ Jazz Band
Holds Benefit Concert

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Rockin’
Jazz Band, including members of Ven-
turing Crew 150, will present a benefit
concert on Sunday, April 19, at 2 p.m. at
Redeemer Lutheran Church, located at
229 Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield.

The concert, called Jazz and Blues,
will feature swing, jazz, rock and blues
music of the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s. The
intergenerational band will be con-
ducted by NJWA’s own jazzman, Ted
Schlosberg.

Proceeds from the concert will ben-
efit The Music Connection, tuition-
free family instrumental music pro-
gram by NJWA for special-needs fami-
lies. The program is designed for spe-
cial-needs families who include stu-

dents, ages 6 and above, who are neuro-
logically, developmentally and/or
physically handicapped.

Each special-needs student has a
music partner or parent who learns to
play the same instrument and practices
and performs with him/her. Current
students are studying violin, viola, trum-
pet, piano, clarinet and snare drum.

Benefit admission for the concert is
$10 for adults and $8 for students and
senior citizens. Tickets are available at
the door. Donations to The Music Con-
nection program are gratefully wel-
comed.

For additional information, call the
NJWA at (908) 789-9696 or visit the
studios at 150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

God’s Favorite
Comes to SOPAC

SOUTH ORANGE – Seton Hall
University Theater will present its final
production of the 2008-2009 season,
Neil Simon’s entertaining version of
the Book of Job, God’s Favorite, begin-
ning April 23, at the South Orange
Performing Arts Center (SOPAC). Pro-
fessor Deirdre Yates directs the all-
student cast.

Set in contemporary Long Island,
God’s Favorite presents a modern ver-
sion of the trials of Job, when a messen-
ger of God tells a pious and God-
fearing Joe Benjamin that he is God’s
favorite, and all he needs to do is re-
nounce God.

Simon poses some large questions
about life when Joe refuses and there-
fore, with little help from his family,
must endure a series of extraordinary,
but hysterical, tests of faith.

Performances are at 8 p.m. on April
23, 24 and 25, and 2 p.m. on April 25
and 26.

Prices are $15 for general admission,
$12 for alumni and senior citizens, $8
for students (with a valid ID), faculty
and staff, and $5 for student rush tickets
sold a half an hour before curtain.

For more information, see
artsci.shu.edu/artscouncil/tickets.htm
or shu.edu.

The Brasil Guitar Duo
To Perform At Scarmolin

SUMMIT — The Scarmolin Cham-
ber Concerts announced that the sec-
ond concert of its 2009 season fea-
tures the Brasil Guitar Duo, winners
of the 2006 Concert Artists Guild
International competition. The con-
cert takes place at Temple Sinai, lo-
cated at 208 Summit Avenue in Sum-
mit, on Tuesday, April 28, beginning
at 7:30 p.m.

The duo is comprised of guitarists
João Luiz and Douglas Lora. Their
repertoire combines classical guitar
duos with traditional music of Brazil
(samba, mixixe, choro and baião).

Classical Guitar Magazine has said
of the Brasil Guitar Duo, “The matu-
rity of musicianship and technical
virtuosity displayed…is simply out-
standing.”

Their CDs include “Bom Partido,”
a disc of Brazilian repertoire, and
“João Luiz e Douglas Lora,” of which
Classical Guitar said: “One would be
hard put to think of a finer way to
enter the world of recorded music.”

The third Scarmolin concert, sched-
uled for June 2, features New York
Philharmonic Violinist Vladimir
Tsypin and Argentine pianist Patricia
Vila in a program featuring music by
Mendelssohn, Clara Schumann, John
Sichel, and Anthony Scarmolin, the
composer for whom these concerts
are named.

An additional bonus event will be
offered on June 14, given in collabo-
ration with the National League of
Performing Arts, Inc. (NLPA). This
concert, which will be offered free to
season subscribers, will feature win-
ners of the NLPA’s Chamber Music
Auditions for young performers.

The Scarmolin Chamber Concerts
are sponsored by the A. Louis
Scarmolin Trust, formed by the New
Jersey composer Anthony Louis
Scarmolin, and feature young and
local artists in performances of music
from the classical tradition, both old

and new. The atmosphere will be in-
formal and intimate.

Tickets for individual events are
$20, $10 for students and senior citi-
zens. Tickets for the entire series can
be purchased for $50, $25 for stu-
dents and seniors. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door or in advance from
the A. Louis Scarmolin Trust. The
trust is located at 475 Watchung Av-
enue in Watchung. For questions, call
(908) 754-8480 or e-mail
scarmolin@yahoo.com.

Maros Relives Decade of
Coffee with Concience Series

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Everyone enjoys
different things with their coffee –
milk, cream, sugar, flavored syrups,
even ice. Those who like their coffee
served with a slice of music need not
look further than the Coffee with Con-
science Music Series, a local concert
special that brings in a variety of
artists who entertain while their audi-
ence enjoys both their music and the
finest coffee.

The series, begun by Westfield resi-
dent Ahrre Maros, actually began
years ago in Summit.

“I opened my own coffee shop in
1992,” Mr. Maros
recalled. “And we
just had all kinds
of live entertain-
ment every night
– folk, jazz, poetry,
you name it. It got
so popular that
even after we
closed in ’97, I was
still getting re-
quests from artists
who wanted to
play.”

This led to Mr.
Maros starting the
first Coffee with
Conscience Se-
ries, in Summit’s Unitarian Church.

“Their minister, Jeff Markay, was
looking for a way to attract new pa-
rishioners, and this seemed like a
good idea,” Mr. Maros said. “They
asked me to be on the planning com-
mittee and to provide coffee. We also
worked it out so that the money would
go to charity, which is something we
still do today.”

The series was a success, but church
renovations in 1998 forced Mr. Maros
to hold the next event in Springfield,
where a group of Westfield residents
convinced him to bring the series in
their hometown as well.

 “The Methodist Church sent over
some people to check us out, and they
were blown away,” Mr. Maros said.
“They consulted with me, and soon, I
was on a new planning committee.”

A 10-show schedule was booked
between Westfield and Summit, but
after a few years, Mr. Maros noticed
a discrepancy between the two.

“Basically, people were just not
going to Summit,” Mr. Maros said.
“Westfield drew more, and it got to be
a booking problem because I had to
give the artists a good audience, and
I just couldn’t do it in Summit. Plus,
the church there was sadly losing
members, so I just booked five shows
there and put 10 in Westfield. And
soon, that even stopped.”

Since then, the concert has gone on
for nine seasons, with its 10th cur-
rently being booked. Mr. Maros has
become a committee unto himself; he
funds the show, with help from the
Westfield Service League, books the
artists and provides the coffee.

He also continues to attract artists
whose music falls under the heading

“acoustic pop,” though many might
call it “folk.” Mr. Maros himself gen-
erally dislikes the label that people
put on folk artists.

“Folk isn’t just one type of music;
it’s defined as a person singing their
own songs,” he said. “Folk can be
soft; it can be jazzy, it can be rocking.
So, I always try to include different
kinds in the lineup.”

Booking the lineup is a bit easier on
Mr. Maros, as years of folk festivals
have given him personal contacts with
many different artists.

“I get all these friendly relations,
instead of just calling people and
asking if they’ll come. My favorite

friend-artist is Tom
Persada-Rao, and
he brings so many
guys with him,”
Mr. Maros said.
“He’s always got
someone for me to
hear. It’s like,
‘Ahrre, you have to
hear George, he’s
incredible.’ And
they always are.”

Currently, the
series is preparing
for the April 18
arrival of legend-
ary musician Tom
Chapin, younger

brother of the late folk legend Harry
Chapin.

The younger Chapin has been tour-
ing and recording for the last 30 years,
in both adult and children’s music,
though his show will cater to his older
audience.

“I always try to get a few popular
artists every year, to help bring the
audience,” Mr. Maros said. “It helps
to balance out some of the lesser-
known artists.”

Thankfully, Mr. Maros has an ex-
cellent long-time staff of local
Westfielders to help him prepare for
the show.

“A woman named Lenore Silver has
been working in the kitchen for the last
three years, and she gets help from
Pamela Orbach,” Mr. Maros said.

“Mrs. Sabina Dowell and her hus-
band, Chip, help with the actual setup;
they’ll come in at 3 p.m. to set up for
a 7 p.m. show. Mr. Dave Schneider
and his girlfriend, Donna, take the
tickets. And Kevin Sipe films it for
(local affiliate) TV 36. He’s been
doing it for three years, even after he
went to college,” Mr. Maros said.

Having been able to book such
well-known and beloved artists such
as Tom Chapin gives Mr. Maros a tall
order for next season, even with the
help of his staff. But he is steadily
booking away, already scheduling acts
like Judy Collins and an a-cappella
group the Bobs, a band he calls a
personal favorite. And from there, the
quality of the music may only be
surpassed by the quality of the coffee.

Tickets for the Chapin performance
on April 18 at the Westfield Method-
ist Church can be reached through
coffeewithconscience.com.

“no more what?”
Like most of the pieces in this

Tomasulo Gallery exhibit, “No More”
is full of mystery, and as good art
should, it invites the viewer to un-
ravel the clues and personalize the
interpretation.

An overarching theme encompass-
ing all of Ms. Peppito’s work is the
artist’s knowledge that in a society
where consumerism is rampant, ev-
erything we own will eventually be-
come trash.

The pièce de résistance of the ex-
hibit was “Trying Not to Die,” a ceil-
ing–high leafless tree, its branches
strewn with found objects like small
toys, scraps of fabric, plastic water
bottles and even jewelry.

The tree’s trunk grows out of a pair
of black pants and a black sweater
positioned flat on the floor in a man-
ner that mimics the chalk outline of a

murder victim.
The debris, intertwined within the

branches, reminds the viewers of the
conflict between people’s obsession
with shopping and the effect unnec-
essary objects have on the environ-
ment.

“Julie Peppito turns the castoffs
from our consumer-driven society
into magical and thought-provoking
works of art,” said Valeri Larko, di-
rector of the Tomasulo Gallery.

“She gives new meaning to the
concept of recycling, turning our ev-
eryday trash into treasure,” she added.

The next exhibit scheduled at
UCC’s Tomasulo Gallery will be the
“Architecture Show,” a display con-
sisting of works created by UCC
students, which will run from April
24 to May 6.

For more information, contact the
Tomasulo Gallery at (908) 709- 7155.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

UCC Art – Peppito

Aspiring Actors Can
Meet Kenneth Horn

WESTFIELD – Kenneth Horn, di-
rector of the Westfield Summer Work-
shop Summer Stage Theater, will be
at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, located at 150-152 East Broad
Street in Westfield, during Spring
Fling on Sunday, April 26, between
11 a.m. and noon.

Aspiring actors, in grades 6 though
12, who wish to enroll in the produc-
tion of the Sci-Fi spoof Little Shop of
Horrors this July can meet with the
director and ask questions about the
upcoming summer production.

The Summer Stage Theater will be
held at Edison Intermediate School,
located at 800 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield, from June 29 until July 31.
Production dates are July 29 and 30.

For more, see
njworkshopforthearts.com.

Kenneth Horn
Director, Westfield Summer Workshop Summer Stage

NJ Ballet to Honor
Work of Sherryl Pascal

WESTFIELD – On April 18, the
New Jersey Ballet at its 50th annual
gala, held at the New Jersey Perform-
ing Arts Center, will laud Mrs. New
Jersey Globe 2009 Sherryl Pascal for
her leadership in the areas of dyslexia
and thyroid cancer awareness.

As a parent of a dyslexic child, the
Westfield actress, who has appeared
in the Sex and the City film and on
“Gossip Girl,” “Ugly Betty” and “Lip-
stick Jungle,” works to make the pub-
lic aware of the condition.

New Jersey Ballet has played a key
role in the emotional and education
development of her son, Spencer.

Her second passion, Thyca, Thy-
roid Cancer Survivors Association,
was born out of necessity. She has
survived thyroid cancer twice in six
years.

To learn more, go to
sherrylpascal.com or mrsglobe.com.

Mountainside Actors
Recount Theater Experience

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Last month,
Gabriel Rodrigues took his final cur-
tain call at Governor Livingston High
School. “After four years, it’s kind of
sad,” the Mountainside resident said.
“The last night was pretty emotional. I
couldn’t have asked for a better cast to
work with for my final high school
performance.”

Gabriel, who starred in the school’s
production of Kiss Me Kate along with
high school junior and fellow
Mountainside resident Danielle Fine,
will be moving on to Montclair State
University.

The two students sat down recently

with The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times to dis-
cuss their experience starring in the
musical.

“It was great forming new friend-
ships,” Danielle said. “It’s an extremely
hard show, and I think we (the entire
cast and crew) handled it well.”

“The acting, the singing, the whole
show-within-a-show concept is diffi-
cult,” Gabriel added. “Even the orches-
tra had trouble.”

“But,” Danielle added, “the satisfac-
tion of it going so well was amazing.”

Hilltop Players Director Ivan
Rushfield said, “Gabe manages to
embody Fred’s massive ego and subtle
vulnerability, and Danielle’s range as
an actress and vocalist is uncanny. No
one else could have sung those parts,
and these two have a fantastic chem-
istry together.”

Both Gabriel and Danielle began
acting in school plays and musicals at
Mountainside’s Deerfield School.
Gabriel starred in a school production
of The Music Man. Danielle played the
witch in a school production of Oz.

“It’s been fun doing theatre all of
these years with the same people. So
many people have grown,” Gabriel said.
“I’ve worked with them, and we’ve all
grown together as people and as ac-
tors.”

Both students shared the opinion that
“every student who makes the play
enjoys it,” adding that nearly half the
actors who tried out did not make the
cut.

“[On] the first night of the play, the
adrenaline was rushing,” Danielle said.
“I was so excited and so nervous.” She
added that the nerves subsided “as soon
as I stepped on the stage.”

“It’s a [rush] when you get on that
stage,” Gabriel said. “As soon as I get in
the moment, it’s a high. That’s why I do
this.”

Closing night brought a rush of emo-
tions for both students. “I broke out into
tears knowing that I’d never do the
show again with the same cast,” Danielle
said. “It was heartbreaking.”

“I was dreading the last night,”
Gabriel said. “I burst into tears as soon
as the curtain closed. I felt proud of
myself, the cast, the experience. I’m
going to miss this a lot.”

SPF Arts Assoc Presents
2009 Members’ Show
SCOTCH PLAINS – The annual

Scotch Plains and Fanwood Arts As-
sociation Members’ Show will be held
from April 27 to May 9 in the down-
stairs gallery of the Scotch Plains
Library.

Paintings in different media, graph-
ics, sculpture and photography will
be exhibited during regular library
hours.

The public is invited to view the
works in the gallery, which is handi-
capped-accessible.

Judging the show this year is Julie
Friedman, owner of Artspace Studio
and Gallery, a working studio in
Morristown where artists can come
together as a group to share creative
energy.

She is a signature member of the
Pastel Society of America and teaches
pastel classes at her gallery. Her web
site is juliefriedmanart.com.

Artists will be accessible to the
public on May 9, when a reception
will be held at 11 a.m. prior to the
presentation of awards at noon.

For more information, contact Tom
Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

A: Baseball.
What do baseball and a music col-

umn have in common? Admittedly,
not much...but then again, Picks is
rarely your average music column.

Next week, we’ll return to your
sporadically scheduled music review-
ing. But spring is here, no matter
what the thermometer says, and spring
brings Opening Day, which unfail-
ingly brings a new crop of baseball
books. Yup, today we’re going liter-
ary, and that brings us back to this
column’s titular question.

Vic’s Picks never really thought
she and Alyssa Milano would have
much in common, but it seems the
intoxicating nature of America’s pas-
time spreads far and wide. Fans have
probably noticed the actress’ cloth-
ing line of women’s baseball fashions
in stadium stores. Women who like to
rock their team colors without having
to wear boxy shirts no doubt are grate-
ful for her enterprise. But when this
diehard Mets fan heard that Milano
would be joining TBS’s postseason
baseball-reporting roster, she was
rather suspicious. An actress makes a
clothing line and gets clubhouse ac-
cess? Does she even understand the
sanctity of the game?

Apparently, I wasn’t the only one
to ask that question. My daily scour-
ing of MLB sites led me to something
that made me regret my skepticism.
Milano has a blog on MLBlogs.com,
and she wrote a staunch defense of
her love for baseball for the benefit of
doubters like me. She had me at “I
hate when the count is 0-2, and the
pitcher throws that ball low and away
[because] the batter knows just as
well as we do that it’s coming…”

But I digress.
The actress released her first

(clearly baseball-themed) book just
before Opening Day. And this now-
avid Milano convert devoured it in a
day and a half.

As its jacket says, the book is a love
letter. Not to Carl Pavano or Barry
Zito (though we must note that her
taste in baseball boyfriends tends to
involve pitchers who can’t pitch), but
to the world’s greatest game.

She finds a way to reconnect her
father to his Brooklyn past and to
tether them both to a life in Los Ange-
les. She finds a way to (unintention-

Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’Vic’s Pics Pics Pics Pics Picksksksksks
Q: What do Vic’s Picks and

Alyssa Milano Have in Common?
ally) show up male costars in the
baseball-statistics-dropping depart-
ment. Baseball keeps her grounded in
a world of actors – she has full access
to the stars of the Hollywood scene,
yet the person she name-drops most
often is 81-year-old Dodgers an-
nouncer Vin Scully.

She finds a kind of family in the
other Dodgers season-ticket holders
in her section – watching the kids in
seats around her grow up, bonding
with other diehard fans, shouting cre-
ative insults with her brother (see:
calling the light-hitting, out-of-shape
outfield bust Andruw Jones “Snacks”).

I don’t think she’s harsh enough on
steroid users, but she tackles the sub-
ject with a sweeping review of cheat-
ing through the ages, asserting that
the “pure” era of baseball we long for
never really happened.

She peppers the book with sidebars
recounting wacky, sobering and mam-
moth games or players. She shows
that she knows her stuff in a relaxed,
breezy manner, making drive-by ref-
erences to past greats or moments of
great implosion (see: Rick Ankiel’s
infamous wild pitching performance).
It’s the kind of discourse one might
spout when digging into a baseball
discussion with an old friend – knowl-
edgeable, but not trying to impress.

But the real pleasure in this book is
not about the stats or the history or the
Dodgers; it’s about the joy and the
passion with which Milano discusses
them. It’s the literary opportunity any
true fan would die for – the chance to
just pour your heart out about the
game that has captured it.

It’s not cheesy, but it is a love story.
“If I were a less emotional person, I
wouldn’t have booed and screamed at
my television every time Barry Bonds
stepped to the plate,” Milano writes.

She continues that she wouldn’t
have seen former drug addict Josh
Hamilton’s Home Run Derby perfor-
mance “as the most astonishing act of
redemption…the most vivid example
of the human spirit’s resilience and
beauty.” Without that emotional in-
vestment, that human connection,
baseball is just a sea of stats, and she
knows it.

“How can a sport save someone?”
Milano asks at one point. Her book
shows readers a pretty good answer.

‘BEAN’ SPROUTS...Ahrre Maros of
Westfield, who has run the Coffee with
Conscience Music Series since the early
1990s, is pictured with Christine Lavin.
Next, the series will welcome the ac-
claimed Tom Chapin, above.

Tom Chapin to play Coffee With Conscience

WSO Presents Stars of
Tomorrow, Jeffery Briggs

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
2, at 8 p.m., at the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway, the Westfield Symphony Or-
chestra (WSO) presents the Grand
Finale of a new initiative – the Stars
of Tomorrow Tri-State Concerto
Competition – where three young
musical protégés will compete for a
grand prize of $3,000.

This competition, designed specifi-
cally to uncover the tri-state’s virtuosi
of the future, will not only be judged by
Maestro David Wroe and a panel of
eminent musicians, the audience will
also have the opportunity to vote and
participate in the selection process.

Developed and created by Maestro
Wroe and the WSO, the contest diver-
sifies the search for young talent by
identifying finalists from a variety of
musical-instrument categories.

“I must admit”, said Maestro Wroe,
a native of Great Britain, “that I was
inspired by the BBC’s Young Musi-
cian of the Year competition, which
works so well because it is set up to
give as broad a scope as possible to
diverse instrumental families, thereby
guaranteeing that no single instru-
mental group can dominate.”

Panel judge and WSO principal clari-
net William Shadel said, “The pool of
talent, both in terms of quality and
quantity, appearing in the preliminaries
and semi-finals is the most extensive I
have seen in a long time.”

On May 2, each finalist will perform
a movement of their chosen concerto
with the WSO. A panel of four jurors
and a collective single majority vote of
the audience will judge the finals.

Members of the public are strongly
encouraged to come to the finals and
cast votes for their choice of winner.
Should the jury be deadlocked, the
audience vote will be decisive.

The May 2 concert will also present
a world premier, Celebration, by con-
temporary composer Jeffery Briggs.
Mr. Briggs has written extensively for
both video games and film, and video-
game aficionados are familiar with his
music in the game Civilization.

The evening culminates with a WSO
presentation of Beethoven’s Symphony
No.7. With its sweet strings, bright brass
and energizing rhythms, the Seventh
makes performances both inspirational
and entertaining.

Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at UCPAC,
located at 1601 Irving Street in Rahway;
The Town Book Store in Westfield, and
Martin Jewelers in Cranford. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 232 9400,
e-mail wso@westfieldsymphony.org,
or go to westfieldsymphony.org.

WF’s Egert Sings
At 16 Prospect, Tuesday

WESTFIELD – Westfield’s Karen
Egert will sing alongside a guitarist at
16 Prospect on Tuesday, April 21, be-
tween 8 and 10 p.m.  The mother of two
has two CD’s out, the latest featuring
John Pizzarelli on guitar. On Tuesday,
she will perform jazz standards as well
as Brazilian sambas and bossanovas.
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Sole Surviving Temptation
Talks About Group’s History
Otis Williams speaks with Leader/ Times before Rahway show

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY — Today, most record
labels are struggling to stay afloat
amid lack of record sales and online
releases of music. However, one la-
bel, the historic Motown Records, is
celebrating its 50th anniversary this
year.

As part of the celebration, one of
Motown’s most legendary vocal
groups, The Temptations, will per-
form at the Union County Perform-
ing Arts Center on April 23.

The Temptations, who have been
called “The Beatles of soul music,”
were formed by Otis Williams, who
today stands as the last original mem-
ber. Always humble, Williams has
stressed the importance of the group
over individual singers since the
Temptation’s beginnings.

“We were always about making hit
records,” Williams said. “Whoever
could do justice to the song, that
person got to do it, because then ev-
eryone benefited. When [Motown
artist and songwriter] Smokey
Robinson brought us songs, he usu-
ally knew who he wanted to sing
lead.”

The Temptations began life at
Motown with moderate success, until
the single “The Way You Do The
Things You Do,” sung by Eddie
Kendricks, gained them their first Top
20 hit. However, the group’s most
well-known hit would come with new
member David Ruffin, and “My Girl.”

The Temptations also began to at-
tract more white fans with albums
such as “In a Mellow Mood” despite
such reluctance in the group. Will-
iams remembers, “Paul Williams
[baritone singer and original member
who committed suicide in 1973] was
the one who was hesitant about it
because he thought we would lose
fans. But it never bothered the rest of
us, and all those songs proved suc-
cessful. ‘Ol‘ Man River’ was a
showstopper for us.”

The Temptations continued on with
more hits generally sung by David
Ruffin such as “I’m Losing You” and
“Ain’t to Proud to Beg.”

“It never bothered me that David
took so many songs,” Williams re-
called. “We looked at it as ‘get as
many hits as we can.’ I always tried to
focus on what was best for the group
and keep everyone on that mindset.”

Personal and drug problems even-
tually forced Ruffin out of the group.
The Temptations recruited new singer
Dennis Edwards and adopted a more
aggressive, funk-based sound remi-
niscent of Sly Stone.

“I heard Sly with (songwriter)
Norman Whitfield one day, and I paid
attention,” Williams said. “We both
thought this could be something good
for the group to try.”

With Edwards’ harder-edged vo-
cals and Whitfield writing the songs,
this new direction proved successful
for the group, creating such classics
as “Cloud Nine,” which won the
Temptations and Motown their first
Grammy, “Ball of Confusion” and
the seven-minute single “Papa was a
Rolling Stone.” But eventually, the
funk sound and Whitfield wore out
for the Temptations.

“Norman was big, on orchestration
and could overdo it,” Williams said.

“We knew it was time for something
else when we were reading an album
review in England that called us, ‘The
Norman Whitfield Singers.’”

The Temptations would again suf-
fer changes when Paul Williams and
Kendricks departed the group. The
Temptations then left Motown to
record for CBS but it was not as
successful.

“I don’t condemn CBS for that,”
Williams said.  “They offered a lot for
us, so they definitely wanted us there.
But we were having problems, and
the signature sound was gone. We
just couldn’t grab hold like before.”

The Temptations would eventually
return to Motown and went on a re-
union tour with departed members
like Ruffin and Kendricks. But Will-
iams said, “It could’ve been bigger
than it was. There were just problems
there that we tried to fix and couldn’t.
It’s why we never did anything like
that again.”

Amid further lineup changes, which
would eventually leave Williams as
the last original member, the Tempta-
tions continued to record and write
songs.

“I’ve always written stuff for the
group.” Williams said. “I wrote a few
early singles, and then when we got
Ali-Ollie (Woodson) the two of us
just clicked together. We wrote quite
a few songs together, like ‘Treat Her
Like a Lady.’”

In recent years, the Temptations
have recorded two albums of classic
soul covers and appeared in the mu-
sic-bio-pic parody Walk Hard with
John C. Reilly.

“We had a short scene, but it was a
good way to keep our name out there,”
Williams said.  “Besides, all we had
to do was sing ‘My Girl’- no problem
with that.”

When asked why he continues to
perform after so many accomplish-
ments, Williams said, “I love doing it.
Performing is one of the best things
I’ve been able to do. Packing is the
hard part. I’m proud to have gotten to
be part of Motown and that rich his-
tory.”

Tickets for the April 23 show can
be bought through the Union County
Performing Arts Center box office at
(732) 499-8226. More information is
available at ucpac.org.

CAN’T RESIST THE TEMPTATION...Otis Williams, fourth from left, the only surviving member of the original
Temptations lineup, chats with The Westfield Leader and The Times about the band’s history and its upcoming gig.

Summit Playhouse
Presents Constant Wife
SUMMIT – The Summit Playhouse

continues its 91st season with The
Constant Wife, written by W. Somerset
Maugham. This comedy, set in 1920s
London, tells the tale of a “modern”
marriage.

Directed by Rick Delaney, perfor-
mances are Friday, April 24, through
Saturday, May 9, at 8 p.m. A signed
performance will be presented on May
3, at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $20 ($15 young adults,
35 and under). The Summit Play-
house is located at 10 New England
Avenue. For tickets and more infor-
mation, call (908) 273-2192 or visit
summitplayhouse.org.

‘Midnight Revelation’
Author Visits WF

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet
and greet for Karen Bence, author of
“Midnight Revelation: Volume 1 in
the Dark Whispers Series” on Satur-
day, April 18, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Wanting to start over after the tragic
loss of their daughter, Sara and her
husband move to an old farmhouse in
Virginia. As Sara begins to experi-
ence and see things that are unex-
plainable, she begins to look for a
deeper meaning. When her young
son’s life is put in danger, she is
forced to piece together the 35-year-
old mystery that is haunting the es-
tate.

The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). Call (908) 233-3535 to re-
serve an autographed copy.

Peppito Turns Trash Into
Treasure at UCC Exhibit

Julie Peppito’s Escapist Fantasy 112,008, 2008, wood panel, epoxy clay,
Aqua Resin, pen, pencil, gouache, found objects 16 x 20 x 2 in. 

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – “One man’s trash
is another man’s treasure,” or so the
popular saying goes. Artist Julie
Peppito’s untitled solo show of mixed
media and sculpture recently at Union
County College’s Tomasulo Gallery
takes this trash-to-treasure concept to
a whole new level.

Ms. Peppito, who lives and works
in Brooklyn, takes found objects and
repurposes them into pieces of art.

The result is work that is bold,
bright and whimsical in appearance
but heavy in meaning.

Describing the objects she finds as
the “residue of Americana,” Ms.
Peppito’s message is at once simple
and intense.

“I redirect [the object’s] message
and attempt to eclipse its damage. I

want to make the awful and corrupt
delicious again,” she said.

Ms. Peppito does not just put her
art out there for all to see. She invites
the viewer to participate in the cre-
ative process by interpreting the lay-
ers of significance she incorporates
into each piece.

Her messages are not uncovered
easily. Nor is the process fast, for
each time you look at one of Ms.
Peppito’s works, you see something
entirely new.

Take for example “No More,” Ms.
Peppito’s mixed-media creation of
oil and acrylic paint.

Even its name implies something
deep and mysterious.

This painting depicts a figure (a
man? a woman? a child?) with a face
covered by hands while bubbles –
displaying Ms. Peppito’s trademark
bright colors – float around the front
of its upper body.

Why do the colors of the bubbles
fade the further from the figure they
get? And what is the importance of
the photograph and other found pa-
per objects placed precariously among
the bubbles?

Perhaps even more significant is
the answer to the greater question:

Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

Visit us on the web: www.christoffersflowers.com

Don’t Forget to Say

Flowers say it better than anything.

Call us today.

“THANK YOU”
Administrative Professionals

Week
April 20th – 24th

the farmhouse store

Momma wants a new table…

Farmhouse tables from $499 - $1349 
For hours, address, special events and fabulous things:

www.thefarmhousestore.com

Table – 8’ w/2" thick top,

4" turned legs and 24" company boards

2008-2009 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    29th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the fifth concert of its 29th Season on

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2009
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTIST
BENJAMIN PASTERNACK, piano

JACK GOTTLIEB: “Rick’s Place” for Piano Trio
LEONARD BERNSTEIN:

Three Dance Episodes from “On The Town”
FRANZ SCHUBERT: Piano Trio in B flat, Opus 99

MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH
600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.

WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL
756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – $1

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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Investigative Consultants International

Private
Investigative

Services

icinj.com

231 North Avenue
Suite 302
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-9185 tel
(908) 789-4681 fax

email: mboyle@icinj.com

Our clients are as varied in size
and type as the investigative
services that they require.

They include New Jersey, na-
tional and multi-national law
firms and corporations.

For New Jersey based law firms
and corporations, we frequently
serve as coordinator for multi-
state or international investiga-
tions.

Call us.
We’ll assist you.

Michael Boyle

http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.goleader.com/online/
http://www.icinj.com/
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Someone’s Looking

Have them look at you.
We’ll put your message here for hundreds of thousands to see.

www.goleader.com/online
(908) 232-4407

sales@goleader.com

http://www.goleader.com/online
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This Is Westfield2009 37th Annual Edition
coming in May

Reserve Your Advertising Space Now

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in Westfield with the
newspaper and it is published on this website. It is a year-round reference for resi-
dents and a gift for newcomers in the area. This Is Westfield features the region’s
business, education, civic, government and cultural organizations.

It is distributed by many groups such as realtors, libraries and the town. (See detailed
order information at www.goleader.com/tiw).

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

see www.goleader.com/tiw

Questions? Contact:
sales@goleader.com

(908) 232-4407

(Place your Ad order now before the March 15 deadline)

http://www.goleader.com/tiw



