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Schedule your FREE in-home consultation.
Call, Click or Come In today!

866-595-5110
www.pellareplacement.com

Pella Window & Door Showrooms

* Does not apply to ProLine® or Pella Impervia® products. Discounts apply to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.
Must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Valid for replacement projects only. Prior sales excluded. 
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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

JRM Landscape Design Responds
To Outcry Over Noise in Westfield

Editor’s Note: Mr. Makris objected
that the newspaper did not print this letter
last week. However, his letter was not
received until after press time.

*****
 I would like to thank The Westfield

Leader for its “fair” coverage of the noise
problem in Westfield and the surround-
ing communities. I responded to Mr.
Macdonald’s letter to the editor, but it
seems only those voices wanting to shut
down landscapers are heard through our
bastion of equity.

I would like to applaud Mr. Mancini
for putting forth a well thought out and
articulate letter that did not libel any one
particular company. I do agree with you,
Mr. Mancini. As a landscaper, I feel that
6 p.m. should be a fair cutoff for working
outdoors with any motorized equipment,
but I do have a problem with 8:30 a.m.

Even though this would not greatly
impact my company, since we report to
work at 8 a.m. (so we are generally not
starting on lawns prior to 8:30 a.m.). I can
see where this would be a hardship to
companies that have a large number of
lawns and could use the extra time.

Also, why are we singling out land-
scapers? What about the garbage trucks
that race up and down our streets at 6:30
a.m.? Isn’t that destroying your [Mr.
Macdonald] “handsome town?”

Since when does the inside contractor

adding on to the same house for the sec-
ond or third time using a compressor and
an air hammer that sounds like a gunshot
every two seconds not making noise?

Could it be that there are some contrac-
tors that are donating to your organization
and no “stupid landscapers” that do, or do
you think that landscapers are illiterates
that don’t read and won’t respond to your
brand of eco-terror?

Yes, I lump you [Mr. Macdonald] in
with the nuts who throw red paint on fur-
wearing women or the nuts who burn
down subdivisions in outrage over the
destruction of our land. You just have
picked an economic approach to affect a
specific group of hard-working people
who you think don’t care or won’t re-
spond to you.

I am all for a quality of life, but I also
have the right to earn a living and go home
to a family that has a roof over its head.

So let’s enforce existing ordinances
that are on the books, and I bet that
Westfield and all the surrounding com-
munities will be “handsome” once more.

John Makris
JRM Landscape, Westfield

Letters to the Editor

FW Resident Says
Stender Shuns Obama
I am concerned by Linda Stender’s

lack of support for [Senator Barack]
Obama. In Fanwood, I’ve noticed no
Obama signs on Linda Stender’s head-
quarter windows.

Around town, lawns that formerly had
Obama signs have been replaced with
only Stender signs. Longtime local Demo-
cratic supporters have only Stender or
regional Democrat signs on their lawns,
not Obama signs.

This is obviously a strategy, but as a
lifetime Democrat and 20-year Union
County resident, I will abstain from vot-
ing in her race.

Ed Feeley
Fanwood

MusicFest Still An
‘Enriching Success’

I am writing to express my support for
the recent MusicFest in Union County’s
Nomahegan Park.

I recently read articles and letters criti-
cizing the lead singer of Everclear for his
foul language (“throwing around F-
bombs”), and I certainly agree that his
limited vocabulary was unfortunate.

However, I disagree with the notion
that such gaffes somehow undermine the
success of this fun, enriching, and other-
wise family-friendly event.

Any children present when Everclear
took the stage at 8:30 p.m. have likely
heard such expletives before and cer-
tainly will hear them again.

Thankfully, I trust that parents can
handle addressing with their children the
issue of foul language in popular music.

Dennis Kearney
Jersey City

 

 
 
 

JOIN JUNIOR LEAGUE! 
 

Junior League is seeking energetic, dynamic women 
who want to make a difference in their communities 

through volunteering.   
 

Attend the first meeting for new members and 
immediately get involved in a hands-on project for the 

benefit of at-risk children. 
 
 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008 
7:30 pm 

The Jumble Store 
110 Walnut Avenue, Cranford 

 
Three Reasons to Join 

 Create a better community through volunteering 
 Meet and befriend women who share your interests 
 Strengthen and develop your skills and talents 

Contact us at newmembers@jlepnj.org or (908) 709-1177 

For Yankee Stadium No More,
Here Comes the Wrecking Ball

Under a ‘Fair Tax’ System, a Retail
Sales Tax Would Eliminate the IRS

If only we had the Fair Tax today,
embattled Chairman of the House Ways
and Means Committee Charlie Rangel,
under scrutiny for omitting rental income
from the Dominican Republic on his tax
return, would not be concerned about this
oversight. Charlie would have had no tax
return to file at all in the first place.

The Fair Taxbill in Congress with 75
sponsors would let you as a citizen decide
how much tax you pay and when you pay
tax. Instead of doing your taxes on April
15, you “do your taxes” at the checkout
counter each time you make a purchase of
a consumer good or service, and you walk
away from the checkout counter with
absolutely no chance of an audit.

The measure fully funds the federal
government at current levels and un-
leashes the American economy. Twenty-

three million dollars’ worth of research
says the proposal will work.

The Fair Tax replaces the IRS and the
taxes it administers with a progressive
national retail sales tax on all United
States consumption, almost without ex-
ception, but once and only once.

The measure is revenue-neutral and
features an advance rebate to American
households, called a “prebate,” which
completely removes the tax on essential
goods and services for all United States
citizens and legally resident persons.

Get behind the Fair Tax. Write your
congressperson and tell him to suggest it
and while he is at it, he should co-sponsor
HR25 and S1025 himself.

Jim Bennett
Summit

It’s no longer possible for a father and
son to share a moment as we did last week
– the history, nostalgia of what was once
Yankee Stadium – for here comes the
wrecking ball. Frank Smith of Westfield,
his son Wyatt, my son Mikey and I on
September 16 arrived at Yankee Stadium
for the game with the White Sox.

We were escorted downstairs to the
player level of the stadium. The blue lines
on the floor led to the Yankee locker room
and the red lines on the floor, which went
in the opposite direction, were there to
guide visiting players to their locker-room.
One wonders if the red line was a decades-
long teaser to the Boston Red Sox.

We went down a long hallway, with
padding on the low parts in the ceiling
plumbing. Our guide informed us that as
the players over the years grew taller,
padding was installed to prevent players
from hitting their heads. At the entrance
to the locker room, players were exiting
to warm up on the field prior to the game.
Amazing, current Yankee greats jogged
past within inches of us. They were the
real deal and up close and personal.

Deeper into the stadium, we were given
a very special tour of a room considered
holy in Yankee legends. As described by
Charles Wenzelberg of the N.Y. Post: “a
room where even the players rarely
venture. Hundreds of blue chairs in various
stages of disrepair fill the room, but
according to Stadium lore, this is a holy
place.

“To the left is a pillar that features a
mural of Yankee captains Lou Gehrig,
Thurman Munson and Derek Jeter painted
by renowned baseball artist James
Fiorentino, the youngest artist to have his
work featured at the Hall of Fame. To
insiders, this room is known as the Gehrig
Room. The way the story goes, the pillar
is a place where Gehrig used to visit when
times were toughest in his Yankee life…

“When Gehrig was struggling with ALS
in 1939, it was said he would seek refuge
as far away from the Yankee clubhouse as
possible. That’s why he would go to this
room, sit in a chair that was placed up
against the pillar, and try to come to grips
with what was happening.”

When we went into the room, Ray
Negron, special assistant to George
Steinbrenner, related the entire story of

the Gehrig room. We were spellbound by
the overwhelming sense of the player’s
presence in the room and the fantastic
legacy that the room held. By the way,
Ray Negron is the author of the New York
Times bestseller “The Boy of Steel” and
“The Greatest Story Never Told: The
Babe and Jackie.”

When we were then escorted to the
Yankee dugout, Mikey took what he hopes
is his future seat on the bench. We watched
the players go through their pre-game
workout. We were then introduced to
Johnny Damon, who was a great guy and
was a little nervous. We wondered why
Johnny Damon was nervous to meet us,
but then we found out that Johnny was
awaiting word any minute that his wife
had given birth to their fourth child. It was
very touching to stand and watch a Yan-
kee great (despite his prior decision to
play for a previous team north of here,
which will remain unmentioned) stand in
front of us and be nervous about father-
hood for the fourth time.

Damon posed with us for pictures and
then went to practice. We had a photo-
graph with Hideki Matsui. Then came a
photograph and signed ball with Joba
Chamberlin – then the traditional field
photograph of Mikey Boyle with the
scoreboard in the background. Mikey tried
to request an application for consider-
ation as a player, but none were available
that night.

We stayed for the game, and Jeter
became the Yankee with the most hits in
Yankee stadium. It was a night for a father
and son to spend the rest of our days
dreaming when we were stars in the Yan-
kee universe.

It all started with a Yankee. His name
was Phil Rizzuto. In August, Frank Smith
and I attended the Phil Rizzuto/Gene
Michael golf outing at the kind invitation
of Jay Boyle of Acorn Financial. At the
auction that evening, we successfully bid
on a trip for four to meet and greet Johnny
Damon at Yankee Stadium.

My last thoughts on this earth will be of
the look in my son’s eyes when I watched
him walk down the runway from the
locker-room of Yankee stadium onto the
field of his future dreams.

Michael Boyle
Scotch Plains

Worst Financial Crisis in History of
Our Country: Contact Congress

Our leaders in Washington are asking to
raise the deficit ceiling by $700 billion
(about 9 percent) to $11.3 trillion to ad-
dress what has become the worst financial
crisis in the history of our country. Given
the potential impact to the tax burden for
several years to come, please contact your
representative and let them know how you
would like them to cast your vote on this
package – and with what stipulations. Make
sure they have answers from the Treasury
to at least the following seven questions
before they cast their vote:

Immediacy: Why so urgent? Spell out
what it will look like if it is not done
immediately a little more clearly. Trust is
at issue here; after all, we have been told
repeatedly things are fine. Make sure you
have some data to back these projections,
please.

What’s the real number: Is this really
the number? It was $700 billion when it
was to purchase “mortgage-related” se-
curities. Now, it has been expanded to
“troubled assets” (credit cards, auto loans,
etc.). What are the events and correspond-
ing probabilities associated with these
numbers being higher (or lower)? Again,
please make sure you have some data to
back these projections.

How much are we paying for this stuff?
Financial institutions have assets of vary-
ing quality in their portfolios from Level
I (good, liquid) to Level III (unknown,
illiquid). Will the government broker deals
as favorable to the taxpayer as possible
(as if they were doing it for their own
account) or will they “go easy” on a
weakened financial industry? Will they
insist on additional collateral such as se-
nior management’s future bonuses/com-
pensation and exercisable stock warrants
to purchase shares in the future?

How do we get our money back? This
proposal appears to nationalize risk and
privatize reward. What is the timing of
monies returned to the taxpayers? How
do we know if this has been successful?
What is Plan B (or Plan C or Plan D if
needed) if targets are not being met? Is
there a possibility that we will need to
continue down the path of nationalizing
our banking system? What might that
look like?

What do we do with those who are
accountable for this mess? We have a
pretty good idea of where in the “system”
the parties that got us here reside. Would
you be in favor of putting a task force
together to compile a list of criteria and
then identify actual names? Would you

be willing to support freezing and subse-
quently seizing a portion of assets ob-
tained through ill-gotten gain? (Note, these
proceeds can be used to help individuals
stay in their homes and pay unemploy-
ment benefits for those who lost jobs at
their companies.).

Future regulation: The Secretary of the
Treasury’s demand to be held account-
able to no one is imperious. Who is going
to regulate the regulators? What do we
plan to do to start rehabilitating the name
of the USA in the international commu-
nity now that we have polluted it with the
toxic garbage? What is the implementa-
tion plan for instituting reform so that we
don’t see another situation like this in our
future?

Increased Communication: Much has
been made about short-sellers spreading
fear and innuendo for personal gain.
Equally troubling for markets are strate-
gically placed announcements on week-
ends and on significant market clearing
days. Whether spreading fear or creating
potentially false hope, both impact the
workings of the market. How are such
pressing problems going to be brought to
light earlier when they are issues and
before they become problems?

Before we rush to another temporary fix,
we are owed a better idea of the real problem
and need to have more confidence that it is
being treated in a systematic way. As Ameri-
cans, we have been faced with many chal-
lenges before and have been very success-
ful overcoming them. In the last 10 to 15
years, however, we have become compla-
cent and let our government, lobbyists and
banking system run amok.

As citizens, we now need to re-engage.
Let’s make sure the way we address the
current challenges provides a bright fu-
ture for our children. Please contact your
representatives (congress.org/
congressorg/directory/congdir.tt) and
have them look out for our children’s’
future, too.

Peter McAliney
Westfield

MEMORIES...Frank Smith of Westfield, his son Wyatt, Michael Boyle of Scotch
Plains and his son Mikey have the tour of their life at Yankee Stadium last week
before it closed for good. They were greeted by Johnny Damon and Hideki Matsui.
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Sunday September 28
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

JOSEPH DELLA BADIA JR., ESQ.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

SERVING CLIENTS THROUGHOUT NEW JERSEY

RUSSO & DELLA BADIA, LLC
554 S. Livingston Avenue, Livingston, NJ 07039

973-597-9696  www.russodellabadia.com

Family Law, Personal Injury, Real Estate

Municipal Court Matters,

Wills and Trusts, Environmental Law, Municipal Law,

Construction Law


