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A Non-profit Continuing Care Retirement Community

One Retirement Campus,
Many Choices!

For more information, please call us at

(908) 580-3840
8000 Fellowship Roa Basking Ridge, NJ

www.fellowshipvillage.org

We offer the best value for your money –

Lifecare, a 72 acre country location, spacious apartments and cottages. 

The amenities you prefer – pool, greenhouse, putting green. 

Plus, the security of on-site Healthcare, Assisted Living and Skilled Nursing.

We accept admissions at all levels!

 Please send me more information.  Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Name __________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ________________________________________ State ______

Zip ____________   Telephone ______________________________

WL 9/25/08
©2008 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.

No secret ingredients.
Just really fresh ones.

We put great care into everything on our
menu. Every delicious sandwich is built
on our fresh-baked bread, using only
fresh, high-quality meats, cheeses and
vegetables. All our salads are hand-
tossed and made to order. Our Harvest
Orchard Salad is made with naturally

sweet D’Anjou pears harvested at peak
flavor, tossed-to-order with toasted
pecans, dried cherries from Michigan,
where they grow best, Gorgonzola
cheese and cherry balsamic vinaigrette.
Once you try it, it’s safe to say that our
secret will be officially out.

panera-nj.com

Scotch Plains Mayor and Council GOP Campaign Release

Open Space Fund and Conservative
Initiatives Bring Successes to Township

SCOTCH PLAINS — Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool, 2008 Republi-
can candidate for Scotch Plains Mayor
and Mary DePaola, Republican can-
didate for township council, spoke
about the successes of the Scotch
Plains Open Space Trust Fund in cre-
ating new recreational opportunities
and setting aside land into the
township’s conservation zone inven-
tory. In November of 1999, the citi-
zens of Scotch Plains went to the
polls and enacted Union County’s
first municipal Open Space Trust
Fund. This fund sets aside 2 cents for
every $100 of assessed property value
and brings in approximately $200,000
per year. Since then, the township has
used the fund to develop new parks
and ball fields and recently used the
fund to purchase two privately owned
pieces of property that otherwise
would have been developed with new
homes.

Mrs. Malool said, “The voters of
Scotch Plains made a wise decision in
1999 to support the Open Space refer-
endum. We can look back now and
track the history of the fund and the
many accomplishments we can attribute
directly to it. Without the Open Space
Trust Fund, so many important projects
would have been virtually impossible.
One of the more recent uses of the fund
was the purchase of a private piece of
property adjacent to Jerseyland Park
that allowed us to expand the park and
make it one of the more preeminent
recreational facilities in the area. Fur-
ther, had we not purchased the prop-
erty, another house or two certainly
would have been built there instead.”

Ms. DePaola added, “Being a
member of the zoning board has
given me the opportunity to see nu-
merous proposals for development;
some of them well thought out and
some not so wise. I also have an
appreciation for a community like
Scotch Plains that is just about com-
pletely developed and where remain-
ing open spaces are at a premium.

SCOTCH PLAINS GOP CANDIDATES...Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool seeks
the mayoral seat along with her running mate, Mary DePaola, who seeks the seat
on the township council in the November 4 election.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUPPORT...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky poses with Board of Education
President Linda Gaglione of Union Township on September 15 during Asm. Jon
Bramnick’s (LD-21, Westfield) fundraiser at 16 Prospect Street Bistro in Westfield.
Mrs. Gaglione was chosen by the Republican Party as their candidate in the
November 4 election for the Assembly seat in Legislative District 20, where former
Assemblyman Neil Cohen (D) had resigned in July.

Garwood Council GOP Campaign Release

Garwood to Stay Garwood;
Consolidation Can’t be Forced

Most New Jersey residents can
remember the summer of 2006 when
the state government shut down for a
stretch. That same summer, Gover-
nor Jon Corzine declared that no one
in the State Legislature would get to
go home for summer vacation unless
property tax issues were addressed.
What came out of the special legisla-
tive sessions was not only a whole
lot of rhetoric but the creation of a
new and permanent commission
called the “Local Unit Alignment,
Reorganization and Consolidation
Commission.”

After two years, the commission
was to be reporting on the structure
and functions of local government,
recommend legislation to make it
more efficient, establish regional ser-
vice entities, possibly transfer func-
tions between government levels,
develop cost structures for service
delivery and other best practices.
After the report was issued, they
were to develop criteria that would
be used in considering whether spe-
cific municipalities should consoli-
date, share services and have inter-
local agreements.

There has not been a merger of
municipalities in New Jersey since
1954, and, frankly, it doesn’t appear
like another one will be happening
anytime soon. Municipal consolida-
tion is actually a voluntary process
with the first step, the request to start
a study committee, being submitted
to the state by the municipalities
who are considering merging. Sur-
prisingly, consolidation and
interlocal cooperation (sharing po-
lice/fire etc.) has been shown to ac-
tually be a NIMBY issue. When in-
terviewed in 2006-2007, many resi-
dents thought that regionalization of
services and consolidation of mu-
nicipalities were great ideas as a
possible means to cut taxes but not
for their home towns, maybe some
place else.

Recently, Garwood was awarded
$250,000 in extraordinary aid from
the state to assist with balancing our
borough’s budget. This is not the first
time in recent years we have had to go
to the state to request aid. And
Garwood is not alone in having to
seek this means of relief to spare her
residents an unreasonable property
tax hike on the municipal piece of the
tax bill.

This year, Governor Jon Corzine
attempted to attach some strings to
the aid such as calling for mandatory
Interlocal Cooperation Agreements
between municipalities and threat-
ened forced consolidations of towns
having less than 2,500 residents. There
are 567 municipalities in New Jersey
with 20 percent having fewer than
2,500 people. Would the governor be
serious about forcing consolidation
of 113 municipalities with neighbor-
ing communities?

Garwood’s population hovers
around that mark, and it would seem
doubtful that when push came to shove
that her residents would be looking to
be absorbed by Westfield or Cranford
— and further, would they want to
absorb us anyway?

According to the League of Mu-
nicipalities, consolidation is not one
size fits all. The league points out that
some things to consider that vary
from town to town are labor union
agreements and salaries, property
values as evaluations can differ greatly
from town to town, and what about
the schools? And according to the
experts who studied the spending of a
consortium of nine municipalities
over two years which included three
towns from Union County, surpris-
ingly, according to the numbers, con-
solidation would not impact the tax
levy very much as sharing or consoli-
dation of services would not yield a
savings of 5 or 10 percent of the
municipal budget.

In Garwood, this is a topic that
comes up most every year at election
time. The candidates are asked for
their thoughts of the borough being
absorbed by a neighboring commu-
nity. Invariably, there are those who
will espouse the theory that the bor-
ough will be nowhere near the way
we know things to be now, claiming
that it will be impossible to maintain
the status quo, but we don’t believe
that that will be the case.

We think Garwood will be able to
maintain it’s individuality, perhaps
sharing some additional services with
a neighboring town, and employing
some creative purchasing practices.
But for all intents and purposes,
Garwood will remain Garwood for
years to come — especially if we
have the privilege to have anything to
say about it.

To learn more about the Republi-
can Garwood Borough Council  can-
didates Timothy Hak and Patricia
Quattrocchi for Garwood Council,
visit garwoodgop.com.

That is why I am so pleased that
Scotch Plains created a special zone
known as the conservation zone that
does not allow for any development
whatsoever within its boundaries.
The township council has since
placed several pieces of publicly
owned properties throughout the
community into the conservation in-
ventory. Most recently, the council
used the open space trust fund to
purchase the upper half of the Coo-
per Road island and thwarted the
unwise construction of a house there.
This property now joins the lower
half of the island in the conservation
zone inventory. I am hopeful that
other opportunities will present
themselves for this type of land ac-
quisition.”

Mrs. Malool said, “Use of the Open
Space Trust Fund has significant bud-
get implications as well. In the de-
liberations on the 2008 municipal
budget, I suggested that we allocate
more of the fund’s banked dollars in
revenue anticipation in order to avoid
additional burden on property tax-
payers. I am pleased that, ultimately,
we were able to get bipartisan agree-
ment on this important facet of the
budget as Mayor Martin Marks,
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato,
Councilman Jeff Strauss and I voted
for a fiscally sound and prudent
municipal budget that provides the
services that our residents expect
and deserve.”

County Unveils
Tourism Guides

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union has created a free descriptive
booklet called, “In and About Union
County: From Berkeley Heights to
Winfield,” and the webpage, ucnj.org/
tourism. Listings include a descrip-
tion and short history of each of the
21 municipalities in the county, rec-
reation facilities, arts and history or-
ganizations, links to food, drink, lodg-
ing, and calendars listing both cur-
rent and annual events taking place in
various towns and cities.

“In and About Union County” is
available at the Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street,
Elizabeth, N.J. 07202.

Law on Financial Disclosure
Enacted for NJ Officials

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senate State Government
Chairman Senator Nick Scutari (LD-
22, Linden) to require local govern-
ment officers to file a financial dis-
closure statement within 30 days of
taking office became law this week.

“In previous years, local government
officials were required to file annual
financial disclosure statements before
April 30,” Mr. Scutari said. “Because of
this old law, government officials, such
as those elected in non-partisan elec-
tions in May, were not required to file
any financial disclosure reports until
spring of the following year.”

Mr. Scutari added that, “Under this
new law, all local government officers
must file a financial disclosure state-
ment quickly, thereby enhancing public
access to this information and increas-
ing transparency in local government.”

The recently enacted bill, S-103,
amends the “Local Government Ethics
Law” to require local government offi-

cials to file a financial disclosure state-
ment within 30 days of taking office.

Governor Jon Corzine signed the
measure into law on September 6.

Ramos-Aguila Finishes
Army Combat Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Na-
tional Guard Pfc. Mirta M. Ramos-
Aguila has graduated from nine-week
basic combat training at Fort Jack-
son, Columbia, S.C.

Pfc. Ramos-Aguila is the daughter
of Mirta Aguila of Hialeah, Fla., and
Jorge Ramos of Scotch Plains. The
private graduated from Miami Springs
Senior High School, Fla. in 2006.


