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See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.

440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

www.westfieldsmiles.com

Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:

•

•

•

•

Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy.

Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring. 

Caps and all types of
bridges. Bridge and
denture repairs. 

Emergency care and root
canal treatment. Implant
consultations, low dose
digital x-rays with up to
50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth sealants
and fluoride treatments. 

Get Acquainted
Special Offer

For $ 3 5 y o u
receive a complete
oral exam, x- r a y s ,

and screening
for gum disease.

Westfield Smiles

Adam E. Feret, DMD

Eliminate To o t h
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile

See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care a n d
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

43 Elm Street, Westfield

SUSHI

SWEET WATERS
S T E A K  H O U S E

Tues., thru Sat., 11:30 am to 3:00 pm

www.sweetwaterssteakhouse.com

Now Serving...

Let’s Bring Representative
Government to County

Campaign Release, Union County Republicans

The Union County Republican free-
holder candidates have spent the sum-
mer meeting the residents of Union
County. A large number of residents
feel that the root cause of the ever-
increasing property taxes because of
runaway spending is due to a lack of
representation and accountability on
the freeholder board.

Candidate John Russitano of
Westfield described his conversations
with residents.

“Residents want to know who
‘their’ freeholder is. In Westfield ev-
eryone knows Mayor Skibitsky and if
they have a local problem they con-
tact him or their councilperson. On
the state level, people know Senator
Tom Kean Jr. and Assemblymen Eric
Munoz and Jon Bramnick. Nobody
knows who the freeholders are. The
people want to know who represents
them and how to contact them.”

“Currently, the nine freeholders are
elected using an at-large format. This
effectively gives a few larger towns
control over the whole county,” can-
didate Joe Franchino of Berkeley
Heights said.

Candidate Councilman Mike
Yakubov of Roselle Park proposes
a change. “We propose dividing the
county into districts. We believe
this will add a level of accountabil-
ity to the freeholder board. Every
resident will know who ‘their’ free-
holder is,” he said.

 “Each town in our county has dif-
ferent interests and needs. Everyone’s
interests should be represented and
considered in the decision making
process, currently they are not. Citi-
zens would know who their freeholder
is. Each freeholder would be held
accountable for representing their
district,” Mr. Yakubov said.

Mr. Franchino added, “Citizens will
know how their representative votes on
fiscal matters. They will know if their
freeholder favors a budget of $480 mil-
lion or stands opposed to large spend-
ing and tax increases. The current free-
holders are in favor of the budget.”

“In addition to increased account-
ability, there is also the potential for
more cooperation. Since the free-
holder would be representing a group
of towns, he or she would have a good
idea of the town’s resources and needs.
The freeholder could help facilitate
an increased amount of shared ser-
vices benefiting multiple towns,” Mr.
Yakubov said.

Mr. Russitano concluded, “We pro-
pose this in a bipartisan manner. Each
district will be based upon popula-
tion and, ultimately, it will be the
voters of the district to decide who
should represent them.”

Mr. Yakubov, Mr. Russitano, and
Mr. Franchino pledge to support a
representative freeholder board. For
more information please visit
unioncountygop.org.

PARTY TIME…A fundraiser for Scotch Plains Democratic candidates Kevin
Glover for Mayor and Theresa Mullen for township council was held at the home
Theresa Mullen and her husband Scott Phillips. Barbara Baldasarre, campaign
chairwoman, said along with financial success, the event was fun and a positive
way to communicate with the community.

The CyberKnife.  Painless, non-invasive, highly accurate.
The CyberKnife has revolutionized the way we treat tumors in patients. 

Using advanced robotics and sophisticated image guidance, we can 

more accurately target inoperable tumors with higher doses of radiation.  

For many, it offers a hopeful option without the incisions or pain of

surgery.  As the first hospital in the northeast to have the CyberKnife, 

Overlook adds the benefit of experience to a technology that’s truly

remarkable.  Faster recoveries, fewer complications and better quality

of life mean getting you back on target.

For a referral to an oncologist call 866-413-2786.  For more information 

or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

This is how we see inoperable tumors.

County to Form Task Force
To Address Foreclosures

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The County of
Union announced at last Thursday’s
Board of Chosen Freeholders meet-
ing that it would create a task force to
respond to the high number of fore-
closures in the county.

Al Faella, director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and Community Re-
newal, said the panel would include
between 12 and 15 persons repre-
senting the banking industry, credi-
tors, lenders, predatory lenders and
legal professionals, as well as repre-
sentatives from the county’s clerk’s
office and the sheriff’s office.

He said Union County has the sec-
ond highest foreclosure rate in the
state. “So it is a big problem,” he said.

Mr. Faella said he has identified a
list of 40 persons who would be con-
sidered for the task force. He said the
group would focus on such things as
helping homeowners with credit prob-
lems to show them how to negotiate
monthly payments to repay their debt.

Mr. Faella said property owners also
must be warned of scammers who try
to purchase homes “for peanuts” from
homeowners who face foreclosure.

“Home mortgage foreclosures have
increased dramatically across the nation
due to the ongoing disruption of the sub-
prime mortgage lending market,” Union
County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said in a
press release issued September 18. “Since
2006, there is a 187-percent increase in
the filings of mortgage foreclosures in
Union County.”

Printed information about fore-
closures also is available at the
Clerk’s Office at 2 Broad Street in
Elizabeth. To access the website in-
formation, go to ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
foreclosure.html.

According to the website of the
Federal Reserve Bank of New York,
Union County had 1,063 properties
that were being foreclosed as of June
1, trailing only Essex County, which
had 1,551. New Jersey as a whole had
10,446 foreclosures. The bulk of fore-
closures, 75 percent, were in Eliza-
beth, Hillside, Linden, Plainfield,
Roselle and Union.

“You just can’t let it continue. You
have to take some action,” Mr. Faella
said.

County Assistant Prosecutor Albert
Cernadas Jr. updated the freeholders
on the county prosecutor Ted
Romankow’s decision to take over all
homicide investigations in the county.
He said the goal is to reduce the num-
ber of unsolved homicides in the
county. He said detectives from mu-
nicipal police departments that volun-
teered for the program received one
week of training and will serve on the
task force for a year.

“They (local detectives) will be in-
valuable to their own (departments)”
because of the training they receive,
Mr. Cernadas said. He said the

prosecutor’s office communicated with
all 21 police chiefs to gain support for
the task force, as well as gain the use of
detectives for the program. Officers
from Hillside, Plainfield, Linden,
Scotch Plains, Union Township and
the Union County Police Department
will serve on the task force along with
five assistant prosecutors.

He said witnesses in homicide cases
must be interviewed early on in the
investigations. “Once you let a few
days go by…you lose your opportu-
nity to get information,” he said.

Mr. Cernadas said gangs are the
biggest reason for the high number of
homicides, saying witnesses face in-
timidation when gangs are involved.
(See related story on page 1.)

In other business, county jail direc-
tor, Brian Riordan, said he would seek
approval for an extension of the con-
tract with Paige Plus, which provides
consulting services for correctional fa-
cilities, through the end of March 2009.
Initially hired to look at reducing over-
time of correctional officers at the
county jail, Gary Hilton of the firm
acted as jail director following the es-
cape of two prisoners last December
after the previous director retired.

The freeholders will also vote to-
night on the introduction of an ordi-
nance for the county’s $33.4-million
capital budget.

SP Dem Candidates
Comment on SID

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayoral can-
didate, Councilman Kevin Glover, told
the gathering at a recent fundraiser
that he and Theresa Mullen (his run-
ning mate for township council) had
been meeting one on one with many of
the downtown merchants. He said most
of them expressed dissatisfaction with
the way the creation of the SID (Spe-
cial Improvement District) was
handled by his opponent.

“It was not as much the concept of a
SID that they objected to, but the lack of
a stated purpose for the SID other than
to create a job for someone and to force
the merchants to pay for it,” Mr. Glover
said. “Many people cited the lack of
respect shown to them and the inability
of my opponent to explain the legal
workings of the SID. The question was
asked, ‘if she is a lawyer, why did the
town have to pay for another lawyer to
help her explain the SID? She pushed
for it like mad and didn’t even under-
stand how it worked.”’

Ms. Mullen said, “We are commit-
ted to being respectful of all citizens,
including those whose ideas are dif-
ferent than ours. We know we can
implement positive change in Scotch
Plains, and we will work hard to stabi-
lize taxes for every resident in town.”

RVSA Pulls Plug on Contract
For Odor Control System

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA), last
Thursday, questioned Manny Parada,
of the construction management com-
pany Consolidated Construction
Management Services Corporation
(CCMS) of Colts Neck, on delays to
two new odor control systems at the
RVSA’s expanded sewerage treatment
facility.

The authority also decided to re-
move construction of the odor con-
trol systems from the current contract
with Holmdel-based E.E. Cruz and
Company and put it out to bid sepa-
rately. Mr. Brinker said his under-
standing was that Cruz wanted to
complete its work at the RVSA site
because of other commitments. RVSA
members decided at the meeting to
set a deadline for preparation of the
new bid packets at the October 16
board meeting.

The two odor control systems are
to be installed in the headworks and
the rotary drum thickener portions of
the treatment facility. A change of
plans in December 2006 resulted in
scrapping of a planned tunnel for
chemical feed, splitting the need for
tanks to two locations. The delay, as
described by Mr. Parada, developed
when CDM, a subcontractor of
CCMS, failed to deliver drawings for
the revised system on a timely basis.

“Isn’t CDM causing this delay?,”
asked Clark commissioner Frank
Mazzarella. “Yes,” replied RVSA
Executive Director Michael Brinker.

It was also revealed at the meeting
that the tanks were not yet on order. Mr.
Parada said he received the drawings
back from CDM with a “revise and
resubmit request,” saying 13 changes
were recommended, and he described
nine of the 13 as small changes, the
most significant being a change to use
of a chlorine resistant alloy, Hastelloy
C, on flanges. The others related to
missing fittings for pipes.

Further discussions centered on
whether there was a need for an RTP-
1 certification, an American Society
of Mechanical Engineers standard for
“reinforced thermoset plastic” tanks.
Its presence is necessary for the au-
thority to insure the facility. Officials
said the certification process will raise
the cost of the tanks by $70,000, but
the insurance carrier has agreed to
accept a letter from the manufacturer
certifying that the tanks were manu-
factured to the RTP-1 standard with-
out the actual certification. This
course, which the authority has cho-
sen to follow, will save the manufac-
turer time and the authority money,
officials said.

Allen Chin, Westfield’s commis-
sioner, asked whether the authority
should get a credit from Cruz for the
work not performed, and Mr. Brinker
replied, “Yes.”

The board also approved a motion
to install a temporary meter to try and
determine the cause of some anoma-
lous readings under high flow condi-
tions at a permanent meter where the
Clark and Rahway trunk lines come
together.

More Government
on Pages 17, 18 & 19


