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POLICE BLOTTER

Ashbrook to Present
Vendor Fair on Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Ashbrook
Nursing Home and Rehabilitation
Center  will host a Vendor Fair on
Saturday, September 27, from noon
to 4 p.m.

The public is invited. There will be
35 vendors, three live bands and ample
food. The proceeds will go directly
toward improving the lives of the
nursing home residents.

For more information, call (908)
380-7824. TheAshbrook Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center is located at
1610 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

CONGRATULATIONS...The Westfield High Blue Devil Marching Band competed
at Piscataway last Saturday and placed third out of five bands. On October 11, the
band will compete in the Yamaha Cup at Giants Stadium. Pictured, left to right, are:
Jennifer Cortese, Marguerite Sulmont, Elizabeth LiSooey, Matthew DeMasi.
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Prosecutor Takes Over
Homicide Investigations

In a prepared statement, Mayor
Bollwage placed a share of the blame
for the rate of unsolved murders on the
prosecutor’s office.

“All local police departments take
direction from the prosecutor’s investi-
gation team,” wrote Mr. Bollwage.
“Therefore, the prosecutor’s office
should look in the mirror before accus-
ing other agencies of high unsolved
homicide rates.”

Mr. Reyes said the city’s police de-
partment is more familiar with
Elizabeth’s neighborhoods and residents
than police from other jurisdictions. Nev-
ertheless, Mayor Bollwage and Mr.
Reyes said the city’s officers would co-
operate with members of the task force.

“Obviously, we want it to work be-
cause it’s about solving homicides,”
Mr. Reyes said.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
called the task force “a great idea,”
saying that many municipal police de-
partments do not have experience deal-
ing with homicides.

“Fortunately, we’ve had very few
homicides, and as a result, our officers
aren’t really trained in them,” Chief
Parizeau said. “To have the Union
County prosecutor’s expertise and their
officers would be an asset to us.”

Chief Parizeau said he would like to
assign an officer to the task force but
would focus on addressing other needs
at the present time. Chief Parizeau said
that Westfield currently has the fewest
officers per capita of any town in Union
County, with 1.94 officers per 1,000
residents.

“Right now I don’t have the man-
power to send somebody,” Chief
Parizeau said. “I’m still looking to put
someone in the high school as a re-
source officer.”

Scotch Plains Police Lieutenant Brian
Donnelly said Chief Brian Mahoney
and the department “are fully support-
ing the prosecutor’s endeavor.”

 “Homicide is the most egregious
crime we have, and the feeling is that
none should go unsolved,” Lieutenant

Donnelly said.
Lieutenant Donnelly said Officer

Jason Everitt, a patrolman who has
been with the Scotch Plains Police for
six years, was assigned to the task
force.

 “We fully support it,” Lieutenant
Donnelly said. “It doesn’t only benefit
all the citizens of Union County, Scotch
Plains citizens will benefit. Officer
Everrit will come back here a better-
trained officer.”

Lieutenant Donnelly also said the
department is “proactive” and works
closely with the school system to moni-
tor any potential gang activity.

“Scotch Plains is a very nice town,
but are there gang members? Yes,” Lieu-
tenant Donnelly said. “You can’t have a
blind eye; they’re in every town in
America. Is it a major problem that
citizens have to worry about? No.”

Officers will commit to the task force
for one year. Mr. Romankow said the
county would handle all overtime pay-
ments for the officers assigned to the
task force and will provide vehicles and
equipment. Officers will also receive
an additional week of specialized train-
ing geared toward homicide investiga-
tions.

“The chiefs, by sending their people
here, are going to have a detective,
when he or she goes back, that’s well
trained,” Mr. Romankow said. “And
they understand that, so it benefits ev-
eryone by doing this.”

Mr. Romankow said the task force
will be staffed 24 hours a day, seven
days a week and that officers have
already begun investigating some of
the county’s unresolved homicides and
“cold cases.” Mr. Romankow said he
hopes the new task force will be able to
cut the county’s unsolved rate signifi-
cantly.

“I’d like to get that unsolved rate
down at least somewhere around 10
percent,” said Mr. Romankow. “I don’t
see any reason from this point for-
ward why we can’t hit this and reach
that figure.”

Businessman Charged With
Sex Crimes Against Minors
FANWOOD — A Fanwood business

owner was arrested over the weekend and
charged with multiple counts of sex crimes
against minors following a six-month in-
vestigation, Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow has announced.

Lee Marks, 55, of Fanwood was
charged on September 19 with second
degree sexual assault, third degree aggra-
vated criminal sexual contact, third de-
gree endangering the welfare of a child
and multiple acts of lewdness, a disor-
derly persons offense.

In all, seven counts were signed against
Marks, Mr. Romankow said. The charges
concern four victims under the age of 16.

Union County Superior Court Judge
Douglas Fasciale set the defendant’s bail
at $150,000, authorities said.

An Internet search shows Marks is
president and owner of Laser Design,
Inc., which started in 1988.

Anyone having information related to
this investigation is urged to contact
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard Trigo
at (908) 322-5000, extension 117.

Wheeler, Huegel Discuss
Taxes, Shared Services
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Borough Council
President Joan Wheeler and newcomer
Russell Huegel, the Democratic candi-
dates for borough council, discussed the
municipal and capital budgets, shared
services and other campaign issues dur-
ing a taped interview with The Westfield
Leader on Friday (see goleader.com/vid-
eos).

Ms. Wheeler is completing her third
year on council. She has been a registered
nurse for 50 years, with the past 36 years
spent in healthcare administration. She is
currently deputy administrator at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley Heights.

If elected to a second term, Ms. Wheeler
said she would like to focus on bringing
affordable senior housing to Fanwood.

“We are almost 90 percent developed.
So, to find a location where we might be
able to locate affordable senior housing is
going to be the challenge as will be the
challenge of its financing,” Ms. Wheeler
said.

She said she knows of seniors in the
borough that are “very much in need of
assistance in that area.”

Mr. Huegel, an attorney, is a former
municipal prosecutor in Secaucus and
was an attorney for Morgan Stanley dur-
ing the previous financial crisis on Wall
Street in 2001.

He was president of his condominium
association in Union, a non-profit with a
$ 1 million budget.

“I’m new to the political practice, but I
think I have a variety of experience that
could help [Fanwood],” Mr. Huegel said.
He has replaced Councilman Bruce Walsh
on the Democratic ticket after Mr. Walsh
opted not to seek re-election.

In terms of Fanwood’s redevelopment
projects, Ms. Wheeler said the project at
222 South Avenue, corner of Second and
South Avenues, owned by Michael
Marcovecchio, is looking to place a res-
taurant on the bottom floor. The building
at 234 South Avenue owned by Jeffrey
and Helen Ling, owner of Enchantments,
is 90 percent occupied. A third building,
the previous home of the Internet Lounge
and a barbershop, has been sold to a
Westfield developer and will be replaced
by a new, mixed-use building.

“So, we will be moving forward, and
you will see all of South Avenue on the
block redeveloped for families and retail
space,” Ms. Wheeler said.

The candidates were then questioned
on this year’s $8.4-million budget, $5.3
million of which will be supported by
local property taxes, a 16 percent increase
over 2007. The borough has 64 full-time
and 10 part-time employees.

Noting the tax increase of $738,000,
Ms. Wheeler said that number was actu-
ally reduced from $1,338,000, a $600,000
reduction. She called that “remarkable
for a town our size.”

Ms. Wheeler and Mr. Huegel were
asked specifically on whether the bor-

ough has over-relied on funding from the
state’s extraordinary aid program.
Fanwood has received $1.1 million from
the program over the last three years,
including $425,000 this year.

“We have looked at what will happen if
we don’t receive that extraordinary aid.
And the likelihood is that we will not,”
Ms. Wheeler said.

Both candidates said the borough’s
budget only represents 20 percent of
Fanwood’s taxes, with the school system
and county accounting for the remaining
80 percent. Ms. Wheeler said only 20
percent of the municipal budget is discre-
tionary, with the remainder of the budget
mandates from the state, pensions fund,
municipal library and municipal court.

“So, we are looking at a very small
portion of the total budget, which we can
control. And that’s what we have been
doing is controlling that portion which we
can,” she said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough’s pen-
sion obligations increased $126,000 to
$464,000 this year, a 25 percent increase
over 2007. “And it’s going to continue to
escalate at that rate,” she said.

Mr. Huegel said he thinks the borough
council has done a good job in keeping
spending in check.

“Spending has pretty much remained
flat over the last two or three years for the
municipal budgets in Fanwood (exclud-
ing mandated costs),” he said.

Ms. Wheeler said the borough has can-
celled all but state-funded capital projects
this year. “There are realities of financ-
ing,” she said. “If you don’t have the
dollars to complete the project, don’t start
the project.”

Mr. Huegel said the recent problems in
the financial markets may cause “a tight-
ening of credit” and hamper the financing
of Fanwood capital projects.

“Fanwood especially is going to feel
the affects of it (economic slowdown)
going into next year,” Mr. Huegel said.
“We need to really strongly consider shar-
ing services and looking at those potential
savings by eliminating duplicative or ser-
vices that we share with the county and
Scotch Plains.”

Ms. Wheeler said the borough already
shares a tax collector with Scotch Plains,
is a member of the Westfield Regional
Health Department and shares public
works equipment with Scotch Plains.
Fanwood and Scotch Plains will share a
new equipment storage building on Terrill
Road. She said the borough would pursue
all shared-services possibilities. She said
the borough also saves money by em-
ploying a consultant engineer rather than
a full-time employee, thus saving money
on health benefits and pension costs.

The candidates said municipal court is
a possible area to share with another town.
Mr. Huegel said Peapack and Gladstone
have a combined court. Ms. Wheeler said
legislation in Trenton would reimburse
towns for additional security initiatives
implemented in its municipal court.

Westfield
Monday, September 15, Gary D. Lewis,

27, of Newark was arrested at the Newark
Police Department on a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and com-
mitted on default of $99 bail.

Wednesday, September 17, Brian
Green, 35, of Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield Municipal Court on outstand-
ing no-bail criminal warrants from
Westfield and the Warren County
Sheriff’s Office. He was transported to
the Union County jail.

Thursday, September 18, Nelson
Lemes, 24, of Linden was arrested on the
300 block of North Avenue, East, on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union,
Elizabeth and Cranford, with bail amounts
of $500, $580 and $190, respectively.
Lemes posted bail and was released, with
a court date to be set.

Thursday, September 18, Aida
Gonzalez, 22, of Rahway was arrested on
the 700 block of Central Avenue on an
outstanding Edison traffic warrant. She
was released after posting $165 bail.

Thursday, September 18, Kieyanah
Bortey, 24, of Newark was arrested on the
500 block of North Avenue, East, on an
outstanding Garwood traffic warrant for
$89. Bortey was released on her own
recognizance.

Friday, September 19, Andrew Sojka,
28, of Winfield was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant. He was released
after posting $200 bail.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 16, a realtor in-

specting a house in foreclosure on Locust
Avenue reported that someone broke into
the home by damaging a side door. Ac-
cording to police, the previous owner left
the majority of their belongings at the
residence and someone was or could have
been staying there in the past.

Wednesday, September 17, a resident
of Short Drive reported that someone
scratched his vehicle with a key while it
was parked in the street in front of his
house. According to police, the victim
allegedly witnessed a “scruffy looking”
white male in his late teens walk past the
vehicle and make a motion with his hand
that appeared to cause damage to the
vehicle.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, September 17, William

Bennett, 46, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.

Thursday, September 18, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone dam-

aged her mailbox valued at $70.
Thursday, September 18, a custodian

at the Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools reported that he observed an
individual littering. According to police,
when the custodian asked the individual
to pick up his trash, the suspect yelled
profanities at him and followed him around
the campus.

Friday, September 19, Terrell Will-
iams, 23, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop for a violation. He was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 19, Eugene
Freyman, 31, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance (CDS)
following a motor vehicle stop for a vio-
lation. According to police, he was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 19, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone entered
his vehicle and removed a canvas bag
valued at approximately $100.

Fanwood
Tuesday, September 16, Li A. Martinez,

38, of Cranford was arrested on an out-
standing Westfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Ashworth Court. She was
processed and released.

Tuesday, September 16, Jaimee E.
McCoy, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding Watchung warrant. Accord-
ing to police, he was also charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) and drug paraphernalia af-
ter a subsequent search. McCoy was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Watchung
Police Department, authorities reported.

Saturday, September 20, Leroy U.
Henry, 49, of Westfield was arrested on
an outstanding Garwood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
Midway Avenue. He was processed and
released.

UNITED TO HELP…Jenny Jaruzelski, 2008 campaign chairwoman, left, and
David Foltz, president of the Board of Trustees, look forward to a successful
campaign during last Saturday’s kick-off event for the Westfield United Way’s
2008-2009 fund drive. The WUW seeks to raise $715,000 to support its 18 member
agencies this year.

Courtesy of Rosemary Griffith
FOX NEWS...This red fox is part of a family thriving in the wooded area near the
St. Helen’s Church parking lot in Westfield.

certificates or “green tags,” which are
traded as commodities.

The other option is for the borough
to enter into a Power Purchase Agree-
ment (PPA). Under this arrangement,
a private company would purchase
the panels and receive the tax benefits
and “green tags.” The company would
then sell energy back to the borough
at a contract rate lower than the power
company.

“Either way, the borough saves
money,” Mr. Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio said she would also
like to see if there are ways to reduce
the costs of powering streetlights in
the borough, saying they are respon-
sible for much of Garwood’s energy
bill. Mr. Sytko said a representative
from the company is willing to meet
with the council to discuss renewable
energy in more detail. Mr. Sytko will
also attend a Union County forum on
renewable energy in October.

Mr. Sytko described the solar panel
plans as in the “conceptual stages”
but said he would like to see the
borough move forward with them.

“The sooner we can get this done,
the more money we can save,” Mr.
Sytko said.

Ms. Villaggio provided an update
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Garwood Council
Mr. Venes voted against the motion,
and Mr. Tinirella abstained.

The board discussed a variety of
changes to district policies. “Does it
matter?” asked Mr. Haggar when the
issue arose of replacing the title of
“Chief School Administrator” with
“Superintendent” in all the policy
documents. Mrs. Baubles said her
certification title is “School Adminis-
trator” (CSA). The board’s attorney
will review the matter.

The three-hour meeting was domi-
nated by presentations. Mrs. Baubles
discussed standardized test results,
and Thomas Conroy discussed the K-
5 language arts literacy curriculum.

Mrs. Baubles said the district’s
2007-2008 New Jersey Assessment
of Skills and Knowledge (NJASK)
standardized test results showed
strong proficiency in math and sci-
ence. When compared to other dis-
tricts, students scored consistently
above the District Factor Grouping,
coming in slightly above Berkeley
Heights and just behind New Provi-
dence in several categories. Mrs.
Baubles said there was room for im-
provement in the area of Language
Arts Literacy (LAL) and said “trying
to get kids to comprehend more” was
a goal this school year.

Board member Carolyn Williams
asked whether a double reading pe-
riod for middle school students like
those provided to earlier grades would
help improve LAL results. Mrs.
Baubles said that it was worthy of
consideration but that it would be “a
bit of a scheduling challenge and re-
quire a lot of planning and resources.”

In summary, Mrs. Baubles said,
“everything is moving in the correct
direction. We do need to take a mo-
ment and recognize how well our
students have performed.”

Mr. Conroy, supervisor of curricu-
lum and instruction, discussed the K-
5 language arts literacy curriculum.
He said components like shared inter-
active writing “give [students] the op-
portunity to share their experiences
and things that are meaningful to
them.” Speaking of best practices,
Mr. Conroy said, “Children need to
be able to take charge and take re-
sponsibility for their learning.”

“How do we follow up to make sure
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Mountainside BOE
regarding grant funding for a consult-
ant to explore shared or consolidated
services, saying many of the grants
require towns to join with a partner
municipality before applying. The
borough finance committee will meet
to discuss the next step regarding the
consultant and merged or shared ser-
vices.

“We are going to look at every-
thing,” Ms. Villaggio said. “But in my
opinion, nothing that will affect the
health, safety and welfare of our resi-
dents, which is the most important
thing.”

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance to amend part of
the borough code regarding massage
parlors.

“It’s just making the massage par-
lor ordinance conform with the DCA
[Department of Community Affairs]
regulations,” Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma said.

There will be a public hearing re-
garding the ordinance during the
council’s next meeting on Tuesday,
October 14.

Ms. Villaggio ran Tuesday night’s
meeting as Mayor Dennis McCarthy,
and Councilmen Keith Sluka and
William Schadewald were excused.

we are following the curriculum?”
asked Mr. Haggar in seeking how
teachers were responding.

“Teachers are a funny bunch of
squirrels,” Mr. Conroy said. “We have
to trust,” he added, after conceding
that, “Some of us have a little bit of a
problem giving up control.” The staff
is “administratively trying to be as
supportive as possible. We have made
a much more consistent effort this
year,” Mr. Conroy said.

Mr. Conroy said the district partici-
pated in a “Digital Story Telling
Project,” which can be accessed on
NJN’s website. Mountainside stu-
dents share their thoughts on issues
like how they get to school in the
morning.

Mr. Conroy provided an overview
of the K-4 health program that fo-
cuses on human growth, development
and nutrition. It teaches students how
the body works and the importance of
staying healthy and eating right.

Mrs. Baubles summarized the
district’s violence and vandalism re-
port for 2007-2008, which was sub-
mitted to the New Jersey Department
of Education. The district reported 15
incidents all of which occurred at the
Deerfield School — 14 of 15 were
violence-related. Of those, nine were
classified as simple assaults and five
as bullying. Mrs. Baubles said that
2.5 percent of the students in the
district were involved.

The next public meeting of the
Mountainside BOE will be take place
at the Beechwood School on Tues-
day, October 14, at 7:30 p.m.

said, “Now that I’m on the outside, I
enjoy my trips downtown without hav-
ing to think about how all the details got
that way.” Andy Wasserman, mayoral
liaison to the DWC, expressed the
mayor’s thanks to Mr. Martone. Coun-
cilman Frank Arena said, “Thank you
on behalf of the council.”

Town administrator Jim Gildea said
to Mr. Martone, “It was a pleasure
serving with you.”
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DWC

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ENERGY UNDERGROUND...East Broad Street in downtown Westfield is closed
last Thursday between Central Avenue and Elm Street as Public Service Electric
and Gas installs a new 500 KVA electric transformer undreground to upgrade the
service in town.

WF BOE Brainstorms Methods
To Assess Curriculum and Programs

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Brainstorming was
the focus of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation informal workshop held Tuesday
night. The evening was spent discussing
one of the district’s four goals, which is to
develop and implement a model to assess
curriculum and program services.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan said the meeting helped to summa-
rize the objectives of the board and under-
stand each member’s expectation.

Barbara Ball, director of human re-
sources, made notations of items board
members would like to assess.

The need to evaluate the Leaps and
Bounds program for autistic children was
discussed. There are two classes, one at
Lincoln School and another at Wilson
School. “It’s exponentially increasing,”
said Theodore Kozlik of the number of
children in the program, noting other dis-
tricts are dealing with the same issue.

The board discussed student achieve-
ment, satisfaction, cost benefit, timeline,
relevance to graduation, college admis-
sions, post secondary school life, quality
of life, social needs, safety, welfare and
wellness, community awareness and val-
ues, future impact, impact of status quo,
research, compliance, development, lead-
ership and character.

Members discussed state and district
test scores, student movement from level
to level, teacher input, parent observa-
tion, student observation, grades and costs.

Board member Gary McCready asked,
“Is the cost worth the achievement?” when
looking into student achievement assess-

ment methods as well as to make sure the
data is meaningful.

Cost benefits of staff, state restrictions,
space, tuition, technology, contract ser-
vices, number of students, human aspect,
transportation, training and materials were
mentioned.

During the summer, the board devised
the following goals:

For the district – to prepare all Westfield
students to meet or exceed new state
standards; to develop and implement a
model to assess curriculum and program
services (tonight’s agenda); to investi-
gate additional revenue sources and to
provide balanced enrollment for interme-
diate students beginning September 2009.

For the board – to develop a common
understanding of how to measure success
of our programs and curriculum by Octo-
ber 1; to begin the process of developing
a strategic plan and to complete a board
self evaluation (which was completed).

Ms. Ball asked board members to
come up with items they would like to
pass through the assessment model. In
addition to Leaps and Bounds, areas
mentioned were: curriculum; gifted and
talented program; Sitton spelling; in-
class support; humanities; extra cur-
ricula activities; eighth grade sports;
computer software; advanced place-
ment; technology; middle school team-
ing; achievement gap and high school
programs such as science and practical
arts.

The board should “see what other [dis-
tricts] are offering,” board member Anne
Riegel said of the high school. “I feel like
times change and we need to make sure
we are offering the best.”


