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2008-2009 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES    29th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the first concert of its 29th Season on

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2008
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
will present a concert of Felix Mendelssohn’s

inspired and passionate works
String Quintet in A, Opus 18

String Quintet in B flat, Opus 87
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.
WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL

756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

Local Actors Appear On NY City
Stage in Meryl’s Midnight Madness

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Knowing that she will be
performing at the Ailey Citigroup The-
ater in New York City this coming
weekend is giving Westfield High

School graduate Jen Kujawski a case
of the nerves.

“I know who Alvin Ailey was, and
I realize what an honor this is,” she
said. “I’m so excited.”

Jen is one of many local residents
who will be taking the local produc-
tion of Midnight Madness to the New
York stage.

The show, written by Westfield resi-
dent Cynthia Meryl, is a musical com-
edy based loosely on William
Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.

In the musical fable, set in modern-
day Manhattan, the incumbent Re-
publican mayor of New York an-
nounces his engagement to his Demo-
cratic opponent.

Meanwhile, the Fairies of Central
Park are manipulating two pairs of
lost lovers, a troupe of amateur actors
and the mayoral candidates.

The comic confusion is set to an
original score with music written by
Jack Bender.

Midnight Madness, selected as a
“partner event” in this year’s New
York Musical Theatre Festival, is the
festival’s first runner-up for the 2008
Directors’ Choice Award.

Jen, a student of Ms. Meryl’s New
Jersey Youth Theatre since freshman
year of high school, is now a student
at Montclair State University.

She said, “Working for Cynthia is
really great. She is really guiding us.”

Mountainside resident Gabriel
Rodrigues said he “can’t believe
we’ve gotten this far.” The Governor
Livingston senior said the opportu-
nity is “overwhelming.”

Ms. Meryl still cannot believe it
herself.

“It’s amazing that a New Jersey
company with a New Jersey show is
going across the river,” Ms. Meryl
said. “Our kids are going to New

York!”
Ms. Meryl has run the theatre com-

pany, formerly WYACT, for 17 years.
Midnight Madness was originally pro-
duced at the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC) in Newark and

premiered there this past August.
Ms. Meryl said the teens in her

group are very dedicated and “learn
about responsibility and teamwork.”

Gabriel said juggling nightly rehears-
als, school and applying to colleges has

been “stressful but well worth it.” He is
hoping to go to Julliard in New York
next year.

Michael Tannenbaum, another
Westfield High School graduate, joined
the theatre company this past summer.

“This is one of the best youth pro-
grams I’ve ever been a part of,” he said.
“You can’t name another youth pro-

gram that performs at NJPAC.”
Michael began his acting career at

Roosevelt Middle School. He currently
attends the University of the Arts in
Philadelphia.

“My school has been incredibly un-
derstanding about the situation,”
Michael said in response to concern
about juggling classes and commuting
to Newark for rehearsals. “Sometimes
I skip classes, and sometimes I’m late
for practice.”

All three actors acknowledged the
support of their families.

“My parents are very proud of me,”
Jen said of mom Susan and dad Paul,
both of Westfield.

Michael noted the backing of parents
Doug and Jackie Tannenbaum of
Westfield.

Gabriel said that while his parents,
Miriam and Jose Rodrigues of
Mountainside, are very proud of him
and supportive, they “aren’t huge fans
of musicals.”

The show will run at the Ailey
Citigroup Theater, located at 405 West
55 Street, today at 3 p.m., Friday and
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m.
Tickets are available at SmartTix.com.

The New Jersey Youth Theatre will

have registration on September 24 and
25 at its Roselle Park studio from 4 until
8 p.m. The studio is located at 172 West
Westfield Avenue.

“A high percentage of my kids keep
in touch with me,” Ms. Meryl said. “I
wanted to provide a place you can come
home to. It’s about work and talent, not
politics. I think we’ve achieved that.”

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

TICKETS: $25 - $70 
Call: (908) 232-9400 
Email: wso@westfieldsymphony.org

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS
270 E. Broad St, Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS
12 North Ave W, Cranford
WORLD OF MUSIC
99 Summit Ave, Summit

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

I TV E R D I ’ S

O P E R A  I N  C O N C E R T

Saturday, September 27th at 8pm, Central Presbyterian Church, Summit, NJ

  N J S O C
                                                                                                Jason Tramm, Music Director

Youth Theatre Registration
Begins Next Week, Sept 24

AREA – Registration for New Jer-
sey Youth Theatre (NJYT) performing
arts classes will take place at NJYT’s
studio, located at 172 West Westfield
Avenue in Roselle Park, on Wednesday
and Thursday, September 24 and 25,
from 4 to 8 p.m.

The new brochure for the 2008-09
school season is now available on the
NJYT website (njyouththeatre.org).
The brochure includes class descrip-
tions, schedules, fees and instructor
biographies.

This year, classes will begin on Octo-
ber 14. NJYT offers five levels of act-
ing, three levels of musical theatre,
open ballet, beginners’ ballet, ballet/

jazz and tap. Acceptance into private
voice class and advanced acting class is
by audition only.

Students are placed into classes pri-
marily according to their training, ex-
perience and age. Students range in age
from 8 to 18. The classes take place in
the Roselle Park studio.

Auditions for NJYT, formerly
WYACT of Westfield, summer pro-
ductions in association with the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center take
place in the spring.

This past summer, NJYT presented
two very successful productions: 1776
and Midnight Madness, a new musical
based on A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

“It’s amazing that a New Jersey company with a New
Jersey show is going across the river...Our kids are going
to New York!”

~ Cynthia Meryl,
NJ Youth Theatre Director

Courtesy of Roy Groething
RABBIT SEASON…Premiere Stages presents Rabbit Hole, running from Sep-
tember 5 to 21 in the Zella Fry Theatre on the Kean University Campus. Pictured,
from left to right, are: T.J. McNeill as Jason, Tom Hammond as Howie and Sue
Cremin as Becca.

Premiere Stages’ Rabbit Hole
Gives Hope to Those Who Grieve

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Just as Alice tumbled
into a fantasyland and found herself
transfixed in another world, audience
members are mesmerized by the world
of David Lindsay-Abaire’s play Rab-
bit Hole, presented by Premiere Stages
at Kean University.

In this play that mirrors life, people
want to make sense of the senseless.

Perfect casting, superb acting and
stellar directing make this a produc-
tion that will long be remembered.

The setting, a home in modern day
Larchmont, features a living room,
eat-in kitchen and a fully stocked
pantry. A perfectly spotlighted young
boy’s bedroom in the foreground
looks typical. A colorful, crumpled

bedspread suggests haste, dinosaur
figures telegraph a boy’s interest and
the stencil on a pint-size chair de-
clares the 4-year-old owner’s name -
Danny.

It’s only months after Danny’s
tragic death, and his mother Becca
(Sue Cremin) and father Howie (Tom
Hammond) are trying to cope with
the reality of their empty house, which
reminds them of their only child.

But death, like a stone being thrown
on a still pond causing endless con-
centric circles, never affects just one

or two people. The extended family
— Becca’s sister Izzy (Lisa Velten-
Smith) and their mother Nat (Sheila
Stasack) — can’t help but grieve for
them. Everyone shares blame, guilt
and the ubiquitous “if only.”

Director John Wooten has set a
flawless pace for his well-chosen ac-
tors. Mr. Wooten’s artistic eye for
staging affords everyone in the Zella
Fry Theatre an intimate glimpse of
grief. By sharing his sensitivity and
understanding of the play, he has elic-
ited outstanding performances from
the cast.

The audience doesn’t see these ac-
tors “act.” They are merely people
who interact while their story un-
folds. We enter their world and find
hope on the other side of grief.

The “business” with which Becca
busies herself throughout most of the
first act is the stuff of everyday life.
She polishes counters, folds clothes
and loads the dishwasher while punc-
tuating each activity with subliminal
emotional baggage.

Totally credible in her role, Lisa
Velten-Smith makes acting choices
that fit the character of the unconven-
tional sister Izzy. The scene with her
brother-in-law is played with the right
amount of unease in asking him to
face the truth.

As the sometimes inebriated, but
always well-intentioned mother,
Sheila Stasack is sympathetic in her
misguided efforts to commiserate
with her daughter.

Tom Hammond’s portrayal of
Howie hits home. While appearing to
be a stoic partner, his quaking voice
reveals emotional fragility. While
talking about the family dog, he whis-
pers, “I miss him.” We all know he’s
not talking about the dog.

The audience cringes while identi-
fying with the guilt and pain of young
Jason, played expertly by T.J.
McNeill.

Joseph Gourley’s magnificent sce-
nic design can be summed up suc-
cinctly: attention to detail. From three
different floor coverings, painted
baseboards and moulding to running
water in the kitchen sink, the out-
standing set uses space uniquely.
Danny’s room — almost tomblike
— looms large, and it is lit perfectly
by Nadine Charlsen’s lighting de-
sign.

With emotional resonance, it’s no
wonder that Rabbit Hole won the
Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the Tony
Award for best play on Broadway.

There’s no handbook on grief. But
Rabbit Hole gives hope to those who
have faced it.


