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Blue Devil Tennis Girls Shift
Lineup for Successful Season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SPF Raider Booters Shutout
Cranford Cougar Boys, 1-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Lady Soccer Blue Devils Stun
Hosting SPF Raider Girls, 3-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Gridders Crumble
M. X. Shabazz Bulldogs, 33-8

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

DeSarno said.
The Blue Devils first touchdown

came after TJ Mruz grabbed the open-
ing kickoff at the 27-yard line and
returned it to the 43. From there,
DiIorio mixed five running plays with
two completions to cover 57 yards
that ended with his one-yard plunge
into the end zone with 8:36 on the
clock. Clark nailed the point after.

After the Bulldogs sputtered on
three plays, the Blue Devils received
the punt on their own 39 then marched
61 yards on five plays, including two
receptions, when DiIorio found a huge
hole and sped 28 yards for the touch-
down. A bad snap on the point after
attempt made the score 13-0 with
3:10 left of the first quarter.

“The line really opened it up. Mike
Sheehan made a great block to spring
me and no one was there,” said
DiIorio.

Willie Johnson recovered a Bulldog
fumble on their 36-yard line then two
plays later, Ricardo Johnson hooked
around the left side for a 27-yard touch-

down with 1:19 left in the quarter. The
two-point conversion failed.

Blue Devil Jhakyse Williams
grabbed the kickoff to open the second
half at the 14 and returned it to the
Westfield 37. Ten plays later, Ricardo
Johnson found pay dirt on a seven-
yard scamper to up the lead to 26-0.

“I was very happy that we came
out in the third quarter, received the
ball and scored because we struggled
with that last year,” coach DeSarno
pointed out.

The Bulldogs stunned the Blue Dev-
ils on the following kickoff when
Naiheem Purdy picked up the football
at the two-yard line and weaved his
way 98 yards for the touchdown. The
two-point conversion was successful.

The final touchdown march began
at the Westfield 44. Five plays later,
Ricardo Johnson shed all tacklers and
dashed 44 yards into the end zone with
3:09 remaining in the game. Clark
split the uprights for the point after.
Westfield 19   0   7   7 33
MX Shabazz   0   0   8   0 8
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From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

September 16, 2000: A second-
half air attack, which netted three
touchdowns, engineered by junior
quarterback Brian Schiller lifted the
Raiders football team past Cranford,
42-21, in Scotch Plains. Junior An-
drew Pavoni, who was the recipient
of two of those TD passes, also added
a 40-yard TD run on an interception.
One of Schiller’s completions in the
first half was a 55-yard reception to
speedster Ray Williams, which
brought the ball to the five and set up
a rushing touchdown by senior half-
back Clifton Freshwater.

September 16, 1998: What ap-
peared to be a battle of defenses
turned into a rout when the Blue
Devil girls amassed seven goals in
the second half to dazzle the youth-
ful Raiders, 8-0, at Tamaques Park.
Liza Yannuzzi bagged three goals to
lead the Blue Devil girls to their
second victory.

September 20, 2002: With yellow
penalty flags showering the field, the
Blue Devil football team crushed host

Cranford, 33-14. From the end zone,
junior quarterback Jan Cocozziello
hit junior running back Tyshon
Blackmon at the 40. Blackmon dashed
60 yards for the TD. Blackmon also
fielded a punt on the 32 and returned
it 68 yards for the TD. Mike DeFazio
and Bart Walsh also had TD runs.

September 13, 2001: The Blue
Devil girls won their 69th-consecu-
tive dual meet by downing the Raider
girls, 18-45, at Tamaques Park in
Westfield. Two days later, the Blue
Devil girls successfully defended their
St. Dominic’s Invitational crown by
out-pacing runner up Morristown, 28-
48, in Jersey City.

September 18, 2003: Regaining
momentum, especially just after los-
ing it may be a sign of good things to
come. The Blue Devil girls soccer
team did just that by dazzling Linden
with a barrage of shots and handed
Blue Devil Head Coach Peter
Giordano his 200th career victory
with an impressive, 2-1, win in
Westfield. Co-captain Laura Shelman
netted the tying goal on an assist with
a spectacular header and Gio Palatucci
scored the winning goal.

“We were able to move the ball
around, the pace was pretty fast but
the defenders were not as quick, so I
was able to get to the ball that the
defender messed up on the header. As
the keeper came out, I knew he was
going to try to catch up to me so I
thought I had to dribble by him. Luck-
ily, I was able to chip it over him.”
said Brownstein. “It was a coopera-
tive effort from all our defenders,
midfielders, forwards. They really
hung in there and kept the lead.”

Following the victory, Raider cap-
tain D’Annunzio said, “I got taken
out early on what we could say was a
horrible call but the guys played great
without me. Offensively, we tried to
knock it through the midfield, knock

balls over the top to run onto, looked
to play a target and drop it back. It
worked out well. The keeper came
out, came off his line and we got a
good chip by Justin.”

Breznitsky concluded, “We’re still
working on finishing. Obviously los-
ing D’Annunzio ten minutes into the
match certainly was a big blow to us
and then losing our playmaker, fresh-
man Travis Cortes hurt us but we
hung in there. We have the depth. We
play composure and that’s something
we’re working on. We feel we’re
strong enough defensively to hold on
to a 1-0 lead. Two games in a row! We
did it!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0

to get it to the side of Jackie Law,”
Kronick said.

With two minutes on the clock,
Handza made good on a penalty kick
by skidding it to the left of Law. A
minute later, Riding preserved the shut-
out when she guessed correctly on
Raider Raychel Kruper’s penalty kick.

“Anna did a great job but we
shouldn’t forget about Meg Brody in
the first half. She kept us calm in the
back. Anna is a perfect example of a
kid who played out of her head today.
This is the best game I’ve ever seen
her play,” coach Wertheimer said.

“Even in the first half, we had a
number of good chances. We just
didn’t capitalize. Westfield had three

counterattacking chances and they
scored on two of them and got a
penalty kick on the third, so kudos to
them. They deserved to win,” said
Raider Head Coach Kevin Ewing.

“When these two teams come to-
gether, the kids get inspired. It’s al-
ways fun to come out here. The girls
were really excited about this game
and in the end it paid off. We were in
the right place at the right time. Our
first goal, we really worked hard for
that one. This is the kind of rivalry
that on any given day, it could go
either way. It was a long time com-
ing,” said coach Wertheimer.
Westfield 1 2 3
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

tember 11.
Criscuolo defeated Samiran Jack-

son, 6-0, 6-0, at first singles and Wu
stopped Victoria Henry, 6-0, 6-0, at
second singles. Kowalski defeated
Kaline Moore, 6-0, 6-0, at third
singles. Murphy and Borr defeated
Krystal Henderson and Charrisin
Alstan, 6-0, 6-1, at first doubles, while
Lauren Sullivan and Elyssa Soloman
defeated Davina Hector and
Spaggeana Geffrard, 6-0, 6-0, at sec-
ond doubles.

But, on September 13, the Blue
Devils got a real test at the Millburn

Tournament, which included Gover-
nor Livingston, New Providence and
state powerhouse Millburn. The Blue
Devils dropped a tight 4-1 decision in
which two matches went to three sets
and another went to a tiebreaker.
Kowalski won her match.

“It’s going to be tough,” Geiger
said prior to the tournament. “It’s our
first real test. After looking at the
schedule, I told the girls we have
some matches that we are going to
win no matter what and we will have
some that we will have to fight for.
That will be one we have to fight for.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACTION NEAR THE GOAL…Blue Devil goalie Anna Ridings yells for help to
Samantha Costello, No. 23, as Raider Tina Carmarda, No. 19, closes in.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUSING FUMBLES…The Blue Devil defense caused two Bulldog fumbles that
were recovered by defensive end Willie Johnson.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRUGGLING FOR CONTROL…Blue Devil Hannah Kronick, left, and Raider
Stephanie Glover struggle for control of the ball.
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#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Westfield . . . Magnificent brick ranch in a prestigious location on a cul-de-sac. This
home has all the amenities that one could ask for.Great flow for entertaining with foyer
opening to gracious living room  w/frplc and formal dining room. Gourmet kitchen features
a Viking  appliance package, granite cntrs, wet bar w 2 drawer refrig, Heritage cabinets
w/silver drawers, lighted glass frnt panels. Adjacent family room has 2 walls of Anderson
wndw w/tinted shield, corner frplc. Master suite offers his & her walk-ins closets, new
step-in oversized shower w/rain shower. 2 additional BRs, newer family bath & laundry
Full basement has enormous gaming room, media room w/ frplc, full bath w/ whirpool
tub & stall shwr, porcelain tile flr throughout. Extensive landscaping w/ custom lighting
& circular drive. This is a must see. The ideal place to call home.      $1,599,000.

Open House: Sunday, September 21st 1-4PM • 4 Breeze Knoll Dr.

Open House: Sunday, September 21st 1-4PM • 808 Lawrence Ave.

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd

flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $2,995,000.  WSF0065

Nadine Allen
• Top Volume Month of August
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Nadine Allen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Nadine in, and she’ll bring results!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/21  1-4PM
651 Willow Grove Road

Luxurious New Construction in the heart of Westfield. 9+

rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, finished basement with wet

bar, hardwood floors, custom cherry cabinets, granite

counter tops, Viking stove, 3-zone HVAC, paving stone

walkways, driveway and patio, deck, custom landscaping

with underground sprinkler system, Hardy plank siding, 2

car garage and more! Offered at $1,129,000.

Call today for a private showing:

 908-322-8079


