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Lance Should Focus on Stender’s
Freeholder Days, Not Mother’s Taxes

With DEMs Likely to Hold Congress,
Shouldn’t We Pick A GOP President?

I’d like to agree with Louis Beckerman
of Scotch Plains’ letter-to-the-editor in
which he takes aim at the state Senator
Leonard Lance campaign for Congress
for blaming Assemblywoman Linda
Stender for her mother’s slow pay of her
property taxes.

This was a dirty campaign trick in light
of the fact that Sen. Lance is not speaking
out against Linda Stender’s days as a
Union County freeholder and her earlier
days as an assemblywoman when her
husband Richard Stender, d/b/a/ SVO
Printing, was given two county printing
contracts and charged $40,000 over the
next lowest bidder and other actions, such
as Stender being put on the Union County
payroll when she left her freeholder seat
to become an assemblywoman.

Actions such as these have become
typical and accepted by our elected offi-
cials in the Statehouse who turn a blind
eye to machine politicians enriching them-
selves and their loyal foot soldiers.

As a New Jersey state senator, Leonard
Lance should be against this sort of thing
even if he weren’t running for Congress. He
should be apologizing to all the residents of
New Jersey for his lack of interest in clean-
ing up corruption and unethical behavior
from all elected officials in New Jersey. We
expect and deserve better from you, Mr.
Lance. Oh, and you too Mrs. Stender.

Tina Renna
President, Union County Watch-

dog Association, Inc.
Cranford

Just two years ago, Democrats warned
everyone about the dangers of one-party
rule in Washington (although, curiously,
they never seemed to share the same
concern about Trenton). Now they em-
brace one-party rule in Washington –
provided theirs is the party doing the
ruling. A John McCain veto might well be
the only thing that stands between the
American people and massive federal tax
hikes next year.

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi have
made no secret of their tax hike plans for
America, and Barack Obama has already
publicly voiced support for ill-advised

tax hikes that will not only hurt the middle
class, but also cripple the American
economy. Our nation benefits from the
system of “checks and balances,” in which
each party exercises a moderating influ-
ence on the other’s actions.

Given that media pundits predict the
Democrats will retain control over Con-
gress next year, doesn’t it make sense for
voters to elect a President who will pro-
tect their interests by acting as a check on
some of the wilder proposals coming out
of Capitol Hill?

Asm. Richard Merkt
Brookside
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$20 Million County School For
50 Students a Year Is Appalling

I have been reading about the Union
County Board of Freeholders decision to
build yet another county high school, this
one dedicated to the highly specialized
field of theater arts. I was appalled to
learn that this school will be built at a cost
of $20 million and will graduate about 50
students per year.

Not mentioned to date are the future
costs of faculty, other staff and mainte-
nance with their attendant salaries, ben-
efits and ongoing equipment needs. Ap-
parently, our Freeholders do not compre-
hend that citizens are getting fed up with
the ever-increasing cost of county gov-
ernment. Is this the time to burden tax-
payers with yet another high cost pro-
gram?

Beyond the immediate issue of the cost
of building another school for a 50 stu-
dent graduating class is the question of
why such a school is needed. Most com-
munity high schools offer opportunities
for students to participate in drama and
other theater arts as do summer work-
shops, amateur theater groups, private

dance schools etc. For those students who
do not have adequate opportunities, why
not fund theater arts classes through the
existing network of community schools
either as curriculum or after school classes,
or with expanded summer workshops.

Remember, we are talking about 50
students per year at the high school level.
The costs for this approach would have to
be dramatically lower than building and
maintaining a dedicated school.

My wife and I are active supporters of
the Arts in New Jersey and fully support
instruction in the Arts for all high school
students, but we question whether the
cost/benefit of this building program jus-
tifies the expenditure of $20 million plus
the future cost of administration and main-
tenance. I would think that, if questioned,
a great majority of Union county taxpay-
ers would agree that the Freeholders
should reconsider their plan to build this
costly school.

John Engelhart
Westfield

It’s Hard for NJ Politicians to Keep
Straight Face Talking About Morality
One cannot help to be continually

amazed, shocked and dismayed by the
actions by our elected officials in Tren-
ton. In particular, this letter refers to
Trenton’s borrowing almost $4 billion
dollars for continual school construc-
tion. We are living in an environment
where we have significant unemploy-
ment, massive house foreclosures, sig-
nificant house values dropping some 10
to 15 percent since this past January
alone, elected officials being convicted
of abuse of the public trust, a governor
who is spending our money to protect
releasing of his e-mails, and on and on.

The previous School Construction
Corporation (SCC) spent $8 billion
without completing the construction. It
is widely reported and believed that
there has been widespread abuse of this
$8 billion dollars. There has been no
effort to recoup the money that was
misspent and no one has ever been held

accountable.
The governor said that any additional

bonding would only take place with pub-
lic voting approval, except this one. The
governor also said that the courts man-
dated this expenditure and we had a
moral responsibility. It is my understand-
ing that the courts never said we had to
borrow the money, and do it without a
public vote.

With respect to the moral responsibil-
ity the governor mentioned, it is hard to
keep a straight face for any N.J. politi-
cian to talk about morality on any issue.
How many have been convicted of abuse
– 125 or so? Shall we list the names? We
as the taxpayers do not share this moral-
ity guilt trip.

Our property taxes are going up faster
than our incomes; we see runaway pay-
rolls of public employees with benefits
we will never see. Should one doubt this,
just take a look at the recent news regard-
ing the salaries and purchased non-ac-
credited degrees of our public educators
or the governor refusing to sign the leg-
islation to revise the pension reform,
which will cost us millions. He simply
caved in to NJEA Joyce Powell again.

I notified my elected officials the day
of the budget vote that any additional
borrowing must take place only after
vetting by the public. Two of them had
very pleasant people tending the phones.
They listened, took notes, but they voted
for the borrowing anyway. The other
one did not have anyone answering the
phones, but did not approve any addi-
tional borrowing.

However, there is a ray of hope. Steve
Lonegan’s Americans for Prosperity
have filed a lawsuit against this bonding.
All of us of the taxpaying public should
cheer him and his organization on. Let
your voices be heard, let your elected
officials and the courts know that we as
the public, (i.e., their employers) will
not stand for this reoccurrence of bor-
rowing without our vote.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Merchant Thanked for
Returning Lost Money

In a time when it seems we hear noth-
ing but bad news, I would like to publicly
thank the owner of Lisa’s Balloons on
Central Avenue for her recent good deed
of returning a large sum of money to me.

Within the past few weeks, after a
hectic day with many stops on my sched-
ule, I came to realize that I was missing a
large sum of cash. I tried to retrace my
steps to determine if anyone had found
the money. Unfortunately, no one re-
ported finding it. I thought it was gone
and chalked it up as a bad day.

The following week I stopped at Lisa’s
Balloons to buy birthday cards. As I said
hello, Lisa looked at me and asked if I had
been in her store recently. I said I had
stopped in the previous week. She then
asked if I was missing anything. I then
realized that her store was the one place to
which I had forgotten to return in search
of my lost cash. I mentioned the amount
I was missing (approximately $170); she
reached into her purse and pulled out the
money, which she had wrapped with a
rubber band. It turns out I had left it on the
counter when making a purchase a week
earlier. At the time she ran out of the store
to see if I was still around, but I had
departed the area.

To say it made my day is an understate-
ment. What a pleasant surprise. And thank
you for doing the right thing.

Matt Loughlin
Westfield

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club is seeking vendors
for Scotch Plains Day/Weekend on
Saturday and Sunday, October 4 and 5.

On that Saturday, the Lions Market
will take place from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
alongside the regular Farmers Mar-
ket in the municipal building parking
lot at 430 Park Avenue.

On Sunday, the Lions Market will
be featured from noon to 5 p.m. on
Park Avenue. Rides and entertain-
ment also will be part of the festivi-
ties. Park Avenue will be closed to
vehicular traffic on Sunday.

In addition to the market, a limited
number of food vendor opportunities
will be available. All vendors may set up

on a “first come-first served” basis after
6:30 a.m. on Saturday and 9 a.m. on
Sunday using their own tables and chairs.

Anyone interested in vendor spaces
for either Saturday or Sunday, or both
days, or in need of more information
is asked to call Scotch Plains Lions
Club Vice President Ron Kelly at
(908) 753-8218.

Scotch Plains Lions Seek Vendors for Scotch Plains Day

Reading is Good For You
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
September 9,2008. Copies of this ordi-
nance can be obtained without cost in the
Town Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town
Hall, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1923
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

(This ordinance permits the general pub-
lic to park in the permit spaces in Lot No.
8 and employee designated spaces on
Orchard Street, Ferris Place and Elm Street
without charge after 4:30 pm prevailing
time Monday through Friday.)

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on September 23, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
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WESTFIELD
Imagine your dream home on a wonderful street in the Wilson School area. Buontempo Homes will build to suit.
Plans are available or customize with the builder to create an elegantly appointed 3600sq ft quality home with
4bedrooms, 4full baths, sumptuous master suite, extensive moldings, oak floors throughout and custom cabinetry
with granite. Please call for your appointment to discuss your plans. WSF0231

$1,495,000

Sales Associate
Virginia Cosenza

Cell: 908-313-0650

email:virginia.cosenza@cbmoves.com

www.virginiacosenza.com


