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Raider Gridders Must Adjust
To Tempo, Playing Both Ways

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WHS at Shabazz Kicks Off
112th Season of Football

The 112th season of WHS football
kicks off Saturday when coach Jim
DeSarno’s Blue Devils travel to
Newark’s Untermann Field to take on
Malcolm X Shabazz.

This is the 11th meeting between
the schools, with WHS holding a 6-4
lead, including the past two years by
scores of 16-0 and 33-7. (This is also
quite likely the final meeting between
the two schools, if the NJSIAA Foot-
ball Proposal is approved; see last
week’s Devil’s Den.)

In its history, WHS has won 554
games, lost 346 and tied 54 since that
1897 game against New York City’s
St. Francis Xavier, a 4-0 win for Lin-
coln School, as the local school was
known then, when it was located on
Academy Place.

The 554 victories make WHS the
sixth-winningest school in New Jer-
sey history, trailing only Phillipsburg
(600), Atlantic City (562), Montclair
(561), Hammonton (556) and
Paulsboro (555). And WHS’s 15 un-
beaten seasons are the most of any
N.J. school. In a couple of years WHS
will play the 1,000th game in its his-
tory, most likely in 2012. (Hopefully
that moment will be given the pomp
and circumstance it deserves.)

DeSarno has led WHS to records of
6-4 and 7-4 since replacing athletic
director Ed Tranchina as the coach
prior to the 2006 season. This year’s
team has the potential to better those
records. As the old saying goes, “It’s
what’s up front that counts,” and that
is never more true than in football,
and especially at WHS this year.
DeSarno’s team, while semi-inexpe-
rienced on the line, is loaded at the so-
called skill positions: quarterback
Tony DiIorio, halfback Ricardo
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Johnson and receivers Chris Sheehan,
Jihad Billups and Pat Gray.

Every year there are good people to
be replaced, and this year is no differ-
ent. Gone from the defense are end
John Dugan, tackles Ryan Scanlon
and John DiIorio, linebackers Joe Vall-
Llobera, Scott Newman and Mike
Wikander, and defensive backs Danny
Selert, Manny Mills and Charlie Read.
On offense, there is no Tom Wansaw,
Josh Gribbin, Pat Stanley, Malcolm
Allen or Ryan Brand.

But that just means it’s time for last
year’s junior varsity and freshman
team guys to take their turn in up-
holding what has been a great tradi-
tion in Westfield: Saturday Afternoon
Sunshine! While most other towns
play their games on Friday night,
creating nasty late-night noise and
traffic jams for the local home own-
ers, while wasting all that tax money
on light towers and mega-wattage
light bulbs, WHS has been playing
games on Rahway Avenue in beauti-
ful Saturday afternoon sunshine (or
downpours, and occasionally snow
storms) since the 1920s.

Is this year’s group ready to uphold
the school’s lofty standards? Staying
healthy is a key, as always. DiIorio and
Johnson are two special talents, and
Sheehan and Billups are a scary pair of
wideouts. T.J. Mruz, Brett DeFazio and
Jhakyse Williams figure to be involved,
and A.J. Murray will get his touches,
especially in short-yardage situations.
The offensive line of Eric Moran, Dan
Ludlum, Josh Firestone, Brandon Dietz
and Mike Sheehan, with Craig Dyer at
tight end, has potential.

But the big thing, as always, will be
dee-fence. If you don’t let the other
team score, you are usually in good
shape. While nothing is set in stone as
of this writing, it looks like the ends
will be Nick Matthews and Willie
Johnson, with Moran and Dietz at the
tackles. Inside linebackers are Mruz
and either Henry Kwok, Andrew
Arnold or Aiden Scanlon. The two
outside ’backers will be either Mike
Clark and Nick Fantini, or Joe Ondi
and Murray. And the secondary of R.
Johnson, DeFazio and Sheehan,
backed up by Hugo Nolasco, Williams
and Billups, should be outstanding.

WHS has posted just five shutouts in
the first eight seasons of the 21st cen-
tury, although two of them have been
against Shabazz (2003, ’06). But 22
other times WHS has limited the oppo-
nent to just one TD. Overall, starting in
2000, WHS has a 40-42 record, with
five winning seasons and three non-
winning. (Take away the back-to-back
1-9 years, which obviously can’t be
done, and the record is a solid 38-24.)

Very few teams go undefeated any-
more, especially in the Watchung Con-
ference, with so many tough teams.
But if you’re wearing blue-tinted
glasses as The Den does, it’s not diffi-
cult to see WHS winning seven, maybe
eight or even nine games this year. If
that happens, there could be another

sectional trophy added to the case. The
last one was in 1977, and that’s a long
time ago. Way too long.

SOCCER UPDATE
The rivalry between WHS and

Scotch Plains-Fanwood goes from
“always intense” to sometimes even
way beyond that when the teams meet
on the soccer field. And the rivalry
returns on Monday when the teams
meet at Kehler Stadium. (Sorry, just
can’t get myself to call Kehler Sta-
dium a soccer pitch.)

Last year WHS took the two regu-
lar-season meetings, the first time
that had happened since 1985, by
scores of 1-0 and 2-1. But SP-F won
(1-0) when it counted the most, in the
Union County Tournament semifi-
nals en route to the UCT title.

Hopefully there will be no incidents
like last year’s melee in the county
tournament semi. And hopefully there
will be no sucker punches thrown by
anybody. And hopefully, if there are,
that person’s school will take proper
disciplinary action this time.

Mike Lessner, who started in goal
most of the ’06 season after Greg
O’Brien was injured, has returned into
the nets this fall. Last season the multi-
talented Lessner had five goals, sec-
ond to Brandon Heroux’s six on a team
that had its problems on the offensive
end, but few on the defensive side.

With Pat Tresnan and Nick Brezza
in front of Lessner, and Todd Saunders,
Mike Irving and Matt Isabella in the
midfield, it looks like scoring against
WHS will not be easy. Last year WHS
allowed just 13 goals, and never more
than one in any game. Of course, the
Blue Devils only managed 31 of their
own during a 13-5-3 season.

The school record for fewest goals
allowed in a season is 9, in both 1965
(8-3-3) and ’75 (8-3-4), with goalies
George Handza and Mike Taylor/
Scott Pritchard, respectively.

THIS AND THAT
Junior Diana Venezia, who missed

her entire sophomore year following
ACL surgery on her knee, has opted
to not play volleyball this fall, and to
concentrate on basketball. As a fresh-
man she scored 183 points and
grabbed a team-best 201 rebounds. If
healthy, she is a big-time player.
Gabby Jakub, who also missed last
year with an injury, should also be
back to help under the boards.

With high-scoring Tara Handza,
table-setter Charlotte O’Leary, a
healthy Kerri Pringle, and solid vet-
erans like Anne Knisely, Catie Ponce,
Nikki Aronson and Cyndil Matthew
all returning, it should be another
memorable winter for Joe Marino’s
girls basketball team, even with four-
year standouts Erin Miller and Gab
O’Leary gone to college.

‘BIG GAME’ DEPT.
This is a good time to put a little

perspective on Saturday’s game be-
tween Don Bosco Prep (aka, the NJ/
NY All-Stars) and Cincinnati St.
Xavier. Kickoff is 2 p.m. at Ballaban

Field, where the Bulldogs have won
25 in a row.

For Don Bosco, it is simply the
biggest game in school history.

For St. Xavier, it is simply the fourth
game of a brutal schedule.

So far St. X has lost 13-8 to city
rival Colerain, the 2004 Ohio state
champion and winner of 31 straight
regular-season games; won 15-10
over Prattville, the Alabama state
champs the last two years; and posted
a 17-3 win last Friday night over
2006 Indiana state champion India-
napolis Cathedral (whose alumni in-
clude the Giants’ Mathias Kiwanuka).

After the Bosco game, Xavier faces
18-time Kentucky state champion
Trinity, in a rivalry game that annu-
ally draws 30,000-plus to Louisville’s
Cardinal Stadium, then it’s a pair of
city rivals, two-time Ohio state cham-
pion Elder and LaSalle, followed by
Cleveland juggernauts St. Edward and
St. Ignatius, and then famed archrival
Cincinnati Moeller. And that’s just
the regular season.

So, sometime around 4:30 p.m.,
either the Bosco balloon will have
been burst, or there will people in the
nj.com football forum comparing the
Ironmen with the ’72 Miami Dol-
phins, or the Cleveland Browns of the
late ’40s and early ’50s.

My adopted Massillon (Ohio) Ti-
gers rebounded from their controver-
sial loss in the Herbstreit Classic to
post a 45-14 win over Parma
Normandy. The Tigers have a pair of
toughies coming up against Young-
stown Ursuile (with a 44-21 win over
Bethlehem, Pa., Catholic) and Akron
Garfield, so hopefully they won’t get
caught looking ahead to Sept. 26,
when St. Ignatius comes to Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium.

Word from Mountain Brook, Ala.,
outside Birmingham is that a left-
handed quarterback named Will
Brewster could be the “next Kenny
Stabler.” Will is the seventh-grade
son of former WHS quarterback
Roger Brewster (’83).

COLLEGIATE UPDATE
We are always looking for updates

on former WHS athletes, especially
those still involved with athletics on
the college level, or beyond. Parents
and/or athletes, please have your
college’s sports information depart-
ment contact the Devil’s Den at
bj1019@aol.com. Any sports on any
level: Division 1, 2, 3, NAIA, Junior
College, semipro, professional. We
want to keep people aware of the
accomplishments of WHS graduates.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return

next Thursday, with the honoree(s)
receiving a free sub from Al the Owner
at Westfield Subs (261 South Avenue
East). The Devil’s Den appears Thurs-
day in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Returns

September 18
over at quarterback. Seniors Kenny
Azard and Adam Clark, along with
juniors Mike Marsan and Doran
Nelson, will be his receivers.

“Over the summer, we talked to
Gary. He’s a pitcher. He’s got a good
arm. It’s a learning thing for him
right now but he’s doing a good job.
He’s making great strides and ath-
letically he’s very good,” said
Ciccotelli.

Senior tackle Petros Petridis and
senior guard Ryan Brown are ex-
pected to help the young offensive
and defensive lines mature. Junior
tackles Dave Kreps and Mitch
McNamara, and senior guards Mark
Renfree and Antonio Dinizo – who
may be the center – will make up the
remainder of the offensive line. Se-
nior Brandon Harris will join
Petridis, Brown and Renfree on the
defensive line.

“It’s a work in progress! Petros is
doing a good job on both sides. Ryan
Brown played offensive line. He’s
solid there. Now he’s got to get ready
to play defense, both sides of the
field. There are young guys, who are
not there yet but that’s why we got to
coach them and get them better so
they are ready to play,” Ciccotelli
said.

Junior Alan Dlugosz and
Binkiewicz may play outside line-
backer and senior Billy Johnston will
join Green on the inside. Azard and
senior Brandon Boyd could join Tay-
lor on the corners and senior Mike

Ferrara, who started at cornerback
last year, has moved to the safety
position to work with Clark and se-
nior Alex Carow.

“He’s been solid at safety all
through camp. We have only been
practicing two weeks. Our philoso-
phy is to get better every day. We are
nowhere near where we want to be.
He’s learning a new position but he’s
come along. We are happy with the
job he’s doing,” Ciccotelli said of
Ferrara.

Senior place kicker John
Domanski, who hit two of three field
goals and 21 of 28 points after last
year, is expected to take some of the
load off Green, who had also done
kickoffs and punts last year.

“It’s time for him to step up. We
ask Marcus to do a lot. We want to
take some of those duties away from
him and get him off the field. We are
hoping Domanski can handle the
punting and the kickoffs,” Ciccotelli
said. “Kicking game! Some of the
younger guys got to step up, protect-
ing and covering. We got to make
sure we don’t put the ball on the
ground. We are looking for people
who will block. We are looking for
people who will force the kick. We
are looking for people who are con-
fident back there. It’s the way they
earn their stripes.”

The Raiders will host Irvington
after the official ribbon cutting on
their new turf field on Saturday, Sep-
tember 20, at 1 p.m.

Ribbon Cutting Set
For SP-F Turf Fields
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School Principal Dr. David Heisey
and Assistant Principal for Athletics
Rob Harmer would like to invite all to
attend the ribbon-cutting ceremonies
for the new athletic Turf Fields.

The ceremony for the Varsity Soccer
Field will be held on Friday, September
12, at 3:50 p.m. and the ceremony for
the Perry Tyson Football Field will be
held on Saturday, September 20, at
12:50 p.m. There have been a lot of
people involved in this incredible project
and they would like to recognize and
thank everyone. It is with “Raider Pride”
and “Deep Appreciation” that they ex-
tend these invitations.
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David B. Corbin (2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HITTING PAY DIRT…Raider running back Anthony Taylor, No. 2, ground out
57 yards on 18 carries, including an eight-yard TD scamper in the third quarter
in a 31-0 shutout of M.X. Shabazz in 2007.
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WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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Invite James in,
and he’ll bring results!

James Euwer

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/14 1-5PM

WESTFIELD . . . Peer into the past, 1918, and find a home filled with charm and detail unmatched today!
Guests are welcomed by an inviting “rocking chair” front porch surrounded by professionally landscaped
grounds. Your first steps into the foyer reveal diagonal oak flooring with inlaid border. This theme is carried
into the Living Room with the addition of chestnut colonnaded entry way. This spacious home has been
updated with a first floor Master Bedroom and Master Bath with wood burning fireplace. If you are
looking for room to entertain the family, don’t miss the spacious (28' X 24') Family Room with high
ceilings, hardwood floors and French doors leading to the lovely patio and wisteria covered pergola. This
lovingly restored 5 Bedroom Colonial is perfectly situated convenient to Westfield’s fine schools, NYC
transportation and shopping. $585,000. Directions: South Chestnut to 4 th Avenue. MLS # 2556888


