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LEST WE FORGET...September 11, 2001 - Twin Towers Destroyed. The area remembers. See page 4.

Board of Adjustment Hears Two
FAR Cases With Different Results
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment at its meeting
on Monday night heard two applications concerning variances on floor
area ratio (FAR), in addition to other

cases.
The board asked Roberta and
Russell Feeney of 547 Downer Street,
after the applicants presented their
case, to come back at the next meeting with more evidence to the FAR of
homes in the neighborhood because

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

IN A GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY...The Ricercas, of 1726 Boulevard inWestfield,
were approved to build a second-story addition, attic and porch at Monday’s
board of adjusmtent meeting.

Spaces Made Available
Earlier to PT Employees
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Part-time employees who work nights should have an
easier time finding free parking.
The town council, Tuesday, introduced an ordinance to roll back the
enforcement on employee parking
spaces in Lot 8 (Blockbuster/ Verizon
lot).
Currently, parking is enforced in
Lot 8 (UBS, Verizon lot) from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Even if an employee found
an unoccupied spot during that time
slot, a parking permit is required.
Once the ordinance is adopted, these
spots will be enforced until 4:30 p.m.,
when the Night Owl parking begins,
and will be free.
The same procedure will be effective at the bagged meters on Ferris
Place, Orchard Street and Elm Street.
Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca said
the council came to this decision in
response to downtown shopkeepers
who said part-time employees had
difficulty finding adequate parking,
especially at night.
Resident Jim Baker, who regularly
provides his commentary on a host of
topics, including how the town addresses its parking situation, did not
speak during the meeting but told The
Westfield Leader afterward that the
decision left him pleased but
“flummoxed.”
The town will also enter the fall
season with a firmer commitment of
having children walk to school.
Mr. Ciarrocca announced the arrival of “Walk Your Child to School
Day,” which is being held earlier than
unusual. The event, to occur on

Wednesday, September 17, will coincide with the kickoff of a new program, the Walking School Bus. The
BRAKES Group (Bikers Runners and
Kids are Entitled to Safety) – a volunteer organization that promotes pedestrian safety, with the support of
the mayor, town council, town administration and police department –
led the initiative.
According to Mr. Ciarrocca, like a
yellow school bus, the Walking School
Bus has a defined route, and an adult
“driver,” who follows a certain path
to school, picks up students at “stops”
along the way.
According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, the program is funded by
a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation, under its Safe
Routes to Schools program. Now,
“drivers” are equipped with wagons
– in which students place their belongings – stop signs and police vests.
The BRAKES Group has been successful in recruiting volunteers from
each elementary school to roll out
this program one day a week, Walking Wednesdays.
“It’s important to note that four or
five years ago, the BRAKES Group
tried it unsuccessfully, but one of the
main thrusts of the program is
volunteerism, and you really need to
build that support,” Mr. Gildea told
The Leader after the meeting.
“You need a motivated group of
people to spearhead it, and you need
a really good support structure behind it,” Acting Mayor Ciarrocca said
following the meeting. “When we
looked at it a few years ago, it looked
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

ACCIDENT SCENE… Rescue teams responded to this accident Saturday afternoon at the intersection of Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street. Passengers
were transported to Overlook Hospital. The accident occurred as rain moved into
the area from Tropical Storm Hanna.

the board felt it did not have concrete
evidence to approve their FAR of
39.2 percent where 35 percent is the
maximum allowed.
After hearing that request for a
variance, the board approved the application of John Ricerca of 1726
Boulevard, which included a FAR of
39.6 percent, .4 percent more than the
Feeneys and 4.6 percent over the
maximum allowed. Mr. Ricerca is a
sergeant in the Westfield Police Department, where he has been employed for 17 years, according to his
wife Christine’s statement at the meeting.
Board
Chairman William
Heinbokel said of the Ricerca application towards the close of the hearing though “FAR is somewhat over,
it’s working with the footprint of what
is there.”
This was in reverse of what he said
earlier to Mr. Ricerca and his wife
Christine that the FAR is “significantly above what is allowed” and
said he wanted to have an idea of the
FAR of neighboring homes, coaching Mr. Ricerca of how it could be
obtained easily from the building department.
However, Mr. Heinbokel later said,
“I think it’s attractive,” and he added
that it is the “type of construction that
is typical of the area.”
While Mr. Heinbokel changed his
opinion of the FAR overages from
significant to somewhat over for the
Ricerca case, board member Mike
Doherty said to Ms. Feeney that in
addition to proving FAR overages in
neighbors’ homes that she should look
at alternatives to the plans of the
home’s proposed 900-square-foot
addition in order to make it conform
more to the 700 square feet that is
allowed in the FAR, when they return
next month to continue the hearing.
Mr. Heinbokel said to Mrs. Feeney
that, “We don’t want to start a trend of
overbuilding.”
The Feeneys are applying for variances to construct a two-story addition, which Mrs. Feeney said is similar to what is in the neighborhood.
She testified that her neighbor and
their neighbor have built out the rear
of their homes about 9.5 feet and
enclosed their porches to gain more
indoor space. Her proposal was not to
enclose the porch, but to bump out the
rear of her property about eight feet
longer than her neighbor’s rear addiCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LAMBERTS MILL BLAZE...A fire damaged apartments near the intersection of Lamberts Mill Road and Spruce Lane
in Scotch Plains, Wednesday morning at press deadline, leaving multiple people injured. Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly has
confirmed at 1 p.m. that two individuals have been medevaced to a burn center. See more on page 10 and goleader.com.

Wrestling Program to Increase Size;
Proficiency Results Deemed ‘Illogical’
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
intermediate schools wrestling team
will become available to all sixth
graders in an attempt to increase the
team size and add more players to its
low weight division, which has boys
between 70 to 80 pounds. The
Westfield Board of Education approved this after a parent inquired to
the board earlier that they should consider this. It was previously only open
to seventh and eighth graders.
Coaches Glen Kurz and Vince Juliano
addressed the board at the meeting.
They said it would not impact the
budget or scheduling.
Superintendent Margaret Dolan
also gave a presentation telling that
the district’s 10 schools were ready
for children as the kids entered their
first week of classes.
She said the bid for air conditioning at the Westfield High School
would be ready on September 18.
Bob Berman, secretary, said he expects the air conditioning to be installed by the end of the school year.
Ms. Dolan also said the eighth grade
gifted program has enough students
to comprise a full class at Edison
Intermediate School. There are also
fine arts rooms at every elementary
school.
She also gave an update of the new
state proficiency levels for students
that were released. The results she
said were “not logical” — a testimony she said was echoed throughout other districts. The math and language arts numbers for fifth through
eighth graders from 2007 in compari-

Fanwood Wants Larger
Share of Ticket Revenue
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough council, at its regular meeting Tuesday
night, pushed for a change in the
statewide formula for dividing up
moving violation fees.
To that end, the governing body
approved a resolution urging other
Union County municipalities to lobby
for legislation required to change the
formula that could potentially generate much needed revenue for towns.
As it stands now, the county gets
about 50 percent of the revenue from
traffic tickets, while municipalities
are left with the other half.
“Municipalities are the ones who
bear the cost of running the police
department and the courts,” said
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief and
former director of the county’s police
academy. He said revenue generated
from inspection violations will continue to go to the state.
Mr. Parenti said the borough’s resolution supports changing the split to
80 percent for the municipality and
20 percent for the county.
In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved, on second reading, an ordinance to amend
part of the borough code regarding
lot frontage, specifically spotlighting
two properties along Staggard Place.
The measure was actually approved

last year, but Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said official notice was not
given at that time to all residents
within 200 feet of the two properties
as required by state law. Therefore,
the ordinance had to be redrafted.
“The essence of the ordinance has
to do with [borough code] amendments to clarify what consists of lot
frontage, especially when there is a
subdivision,” Councilman Bruce
Walsh said.
The ordinance will keep all properties fronting Staggard Place in a residential zone; two properties had been
proposed for a change to light industrial, a move the governing body did
not support.
The measure was sent to the planning board for review, but Borough
Clerk Eleanor McGovern said she
received “no comments” back. “I
don’t think this [ordinance amendment] will be a problem,” she said.
Also approved Tuesday night was
a resolution authorizing the borough
to open bids for leasing space on its
communications tower, located next
to Borough Hall.
Fanwood had a signed contract with
a cell phone service provider, Cingular
(now called the New AT&T Wireless),
to put an antenna on the tower, but the
company never followed through with
its plans.
As a result, officials said the borough
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

son to 2008 were “scattershot,” and
she said she would have a hard time
explaining it to parents.
She said, “The state said they were
going to look into realigning the test.”
“Tests can be helpful,” Ms. Dolan
said. “It upsets me when I see data
that is not helpful.”
Anita O’Neal, assistant superintendent, said the driver’s education
course added this year “right now is
very, very popular” with students.
She said the goal is to have more
teachers certified to instruct the class
next year. Currently, one teacher is
certified, a physical education teacher.
The course is considered as a physical education class this year. She is
also looking into considerations of
making it a health class instead.
The board also approved personnel
appointments.
At the last board meeting, Ms.
Dolan said she was looking into the
necessity of adding a literacy teacher
to first grade with the high student
levels. She determined help was
needed at Franklin Elementary
School, and the board approved Elizabeth Soriero to assist in literacy during the morning session at the school
at an annual salary of $12,209.
Three teachers received their
master’s degrees earning them a sal-

ary increase. They are: Kira Brady,
social studies teacher at Roosevelt,
jumped from $60,814 to $63,773;
Maria Santilli, high school Italian
teacher, effective September 1,
switched from a 4/5 position at a
salary of $56,040, to full-time at
$71,176, and as of October 1, that
increases to $74,557 (master’s degree inflation), and Brendan Hickey,
McKinley fifth grade teacher, has a
salary increase effective September
1, from $55,749 to $58,549.
Other new teachers are: Westfield
High School social studies teacher
Elizabeth Walsh and math teacher
Mallory Applebaum at Edison, at
$55,149; Kate Santino, physical education/health instructor at Wilson,
Jefferson and Lincoln at $55,149, and
Kristine D’Onofrio, Wilson, second
grade, at $57,949.
Ms. Dolan also said the district is in
need of a speech language specialist.
Board President Ginny Leiz announced that the haunted house this
year will not be managed by the recreation commission because “it is a
drain on their resources.” She said the
commission reported from a recreation meeting she attended. She said
the haunted house is open to any
other organizations interested in
getting involved to fill the gap.

Garwood Council Nixes
Freeholders Voting Districts
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Borough Council voted 4 to 2 against a
resolution on Tuesday calling for certain members of the Union County
Board of Freeholders to be elected by
district. The two “yes” votes came
from the resolution’s sponsors, councilmen Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano.
Both Mr. Sytko and Mr. Napolitano
said at prior meetings that they feel
the current system of electing freeholders at-large results in disproportionate representation and services
for the county’s larger cities.

Councilman Keith Sluka, who opposed the resolution, said he believed
the system is representative, noting
that current freeholders live in different parts of the county. Mr. Sluka said
part of the problem is voter turnout
since less than a third of those registered voted in the 2007 freeholder
election.
“The bottom line is, if more than 29
percent of people vote in that election, anybody could win as a freeholder,” Mr. Sluka said.
Council President Kathleen
Villaggio, who also voted against the
resolution, said that council memCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader

DANCING TO THE BEAT… Female concertgoers were invited up on stage at the
end of Friday’s performance by Everclear at MusicFest. The two-day event, held
at Nomahegan Park in Cranford, had to be cut short on Saturday night due to
heavy rains from Tropical Storm Hanna. For more coverage, see page 22.
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WF Zoning Board Hears
Two Cases Involving FAR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

David Corbin for The Westfield Leader

LEAP OF FAITH…Don Wussler receives help from announcer Tom Kucin on
Labor Day at the St. Bart’s Softball Championship. Mr. Wussler is heading the
Scotch Plains Korean War Memorial Clock project to be dedicated on Veterans
Day, November 11. With a leap of faith, Mr. Wussler has ordered the $13,500
clock although he has only $12,000 from contributions on hand. To help close the
gap, contact Mr. Wussler at donwussler@aol.com.

Westfield Town Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

daunting. You don’t just say ‘you
know what, let’s start a walking school
bus.’”
“The BRAKES Group has really
energized the project,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said, acknowledging the difficulty of
finding committed volunteers, and
noted that a school bus pilot program
that ran last year provided an opportunity to accrue more volunteers and
grow the program.
With a structured initiative like the
Walking School Bus, parents, Mr.
Ciarrocca said, have a “comfort level”
with a volunteer leading a group of
students to school.
Ultimately, Mr. Ciarrocca said he
hopes the program results in a “culture change” that sees less car congestion at schools, students developing lasting friendships and promoting a healthier lifestyle.
Mr. Gildea credited Detective Lisa
Perrotta and Lieutenant Nicholas
Norton, as well as BRAKES co-chairs
Sara Strohecker and Deidre Gelinne
for their efforts.
For more information, contact
mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov or a given
school’s BRAKES representative.
Also school-related, the town
unanimously passed an ordinance on
second reading that codifies new parking regulations at Lincoln and
Roosevelt Schools, specifically.
On the southwesterly side of Clark
Street, between Dudley Avenue and
Tuttle Parkway, on school days, parking is now prohibited, and the area

will be designated as a student dropoff and pickup location from 7 to 8:30
a.m. and 2:30 to 3:30 p.m.
A handicapped on-street parking
space has also been placed at 301
Clark Street (Roosevelt School) on
the westerly side, north of the intersection with Tuttle Parkway.
To accommodate new traffic patterns at Lincoln School, on school
days, parking on the west side of
Westfield Avenue near the intersection with Grove Street has been similarly designated as a student drop-off
and pickup location between 8 a.m.
and 4 p.m.
The council also conducted first
reading on a bond ordinance to allocate $75,000 for the implementation
of safety devices in connection with
the “quiet zone” establishment.
At the conclusion of the Westfield
council’s sole August meeting, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky formally signed an
agreement between Consolidated Rail
Corporation (Conrail) and the town,
authorizing Conrail to perform work
necessary to establishing a quiet zone
at the Rahway Avenue grade crossing, which would ultimately mitigate
the effect of train noise in the area.
Today, the annual 9/11 Ceremony
will take place at the 9/11 Memorial
near the intersection of North Avenue
and East Broad Street at 6:30 p.m.
At 7:30 p.m. today, the Westfield
Community Center’s “Help a Child”
Comedy Auction” will be held at
Temple Emanu-El.

GW Council Nixes Resolution
On Voting in Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

bers in Westfield met with the freeholders to express their concerns and
encouraged Mr. Sytko, Mr.
Napolitano and another member of
the council to do the same.
Mr. Sytko, who initially proposed
the resolution in July, said that although he disagreed with the outcome, he was thankful that the issue
was brought to a vote and that he is
open to the possibility of meeting
with the freeholders.
“I will meet with whomever,” Mr.
Sytko said. “I have no qualms about
meeting with anyone.”
Residents expressed their opinion
on the resolution during the public
comment portion of the meeting.
Former council member and one-time
Republican freeholder candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi supported the
resolution, saying that the county
spent more for last weekend’s “Music Fest” than Garwood received in
extraordinary aid. Former Democrat
councilmember Charles Lombardo
opposed the measure, saying he felt it
was political in nature and that the
county does provide a lot of services
to the borough.
After the vote, Ms. Villaggio responded to a letter, which was sent to
both the media and the mayor and
council by resident Bruce Paterson. In
a letter, which appeared in the Sept. 4
issue of The Westfield Leader, Mr.
Paterson called for the council to take
action on the freeholder resolution prior
to November’s elections and suggested
that certain members of the borough’s
government would oppose the resolution since they “make their livelihood
from county tax monies.” Mr. Paterson again reiterated his support for a
vote on the matter during the meeting.
“I think we should go on record as
to where we stand on this,” Mr. Paterson said.
Ms. Villaggio, who is a long-time
county employee, said that she
weighed any potential conflict of in-

terest before deciding to run for council eight years ago and that her employment with the county does not
influence her in her role as a councilwoman.
“I could step down from this position tomorrow and still do the same
job I did today,” Ms. Villaggio said.
Ms. Villaggio also suggested a number of measures during the workshop
session of the meeting designed at
increasing the borough’s revenue,
saying that the budget process will
likely not get any easier in coming
years.
“We cannot continue to rely on
one-shot revenues and budget cuts,”
Ms. Villaggio said.
Ms. Villaggio proposed that the
borough explore purchasing of a fire
department ladder truck to enable
taller developments, instituting Payment In Lieu of Tax (PILOT) for
future development and the hiring of
a consultant to investigate additional
merged or shared services. Ms.
Villaggio said that she will look into
funding from the Department of Community Affairs for such a feasibility
study.
Mr. Paterson said that the borough
should also not rule out the possibility of merging, calling it a “heavy,
heavy, thought,” but one that should
be considered. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said it has not been “dismissed.” Mr. Paterson also said that
the borough should consider the impact the county has on the borough’s
finances.
“The county is like a huge vacuum
sucking a lot of money up there and
we don’t see a lot of it,” Mr. Paterson
said.
The council also approved an ordinance to move certain borough positions to the Defined Contribution
Retirement Program. Borough Attorney Robert Renaud said that employees currently in the Public Employee
Retirement System are exempt.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader

HANNA LEAVES HER MARK… Heavy rains during Saturday’s tropical storm
flooded parts of the grounds at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

tions. The board’s agenda did not state
that her application had rear setback
issues, yet the board continued to ask
her about the rear setback and sightlines
of the neighbors.
Board member Chris Masciale asked,
“How much are we imposing on the
neighbors?”
Mrs. Feeney said she wants to retain
the open porch, which her neighbor,
Lisa Matthews of 542 Dower Street,
had said is more attractive than enclosing it, which would make it look boxy.
Ms. Matthews also said she was “excited” for her neighbor to “update” the
house and called the homes in the area
“tiny.” “What she’s asking for is it to be
functional,” she added. She also said
the homes in the vicinity are unusually
narrow.
The Feeneys’ architect had said to
change his plans would make the addition “long and narrow.”
The Feeneys’ home is in a R-6 zone
and their lot is undersized for the zone,
about 900 square feet smaller, the architect said.
Mrs. Feeney also said her neighbors’
homes stick out more in the front than
hers, which is another reason she is
extending about eight further from the
rear of her neighbor’s additions because her house has a larger front yard.

Fire Breaks Out in
Scotch Plains Apts.
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE AND
MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains –Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A multiplealarm fire broke out at the Lamberts
Mill Village Garden apartments on
Lamberts Mill Road and Spruce Mill
Lane on Wednesday morning, injuring
multiple people.
“It looks like it burnt out a bunch of
residences,” officials on the scene said
just after noon.
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly at 1
p.m. told The Westfield Leader that
two people had been medevaced to a
burn center. He said Westfield had responded on a second alarm. Scotch
Plains and Westfield police were joined
by a host of other towns, including
Plainfield, Springfield, Cranford and
Summit.
Workers doing construction on one
unit’s flooring possibly caused the fire.
Officials at the scene said 15 EMS
units arrived to help victims. Ambulances were seen leaving the area, but
the extent of injuries is not known at
this time.
Marvin Gershenfeld, a resident of
the apartment complex who lives three
blocks from the area where the fire
occurred, said, “I heard a lady yelling
‘someone is hurt.’”
He said he first heard fire engines
around 11:30 a.m. He went to the scene
and said he witnessed that three or four
homes were destroyed and a roof had
caved in. He said the fire was “rather
significant.”
Updated information on the fire will
be posted at goleader.com.

Senior Day to Be Held
Scotch Hills in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission is sponsoring Senior Day at Scotch Hills Country Club today, September 11.
The event is open to all Scotch Plains
senior citizens at the Scotch Hills Country Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road.
Seniors will have the opportunity to
experience a free round at the Scotch
Hills mini-golf course at any time during the day. Along with the free minigolf, Scotch Plains seniors can enjoy
golf for free that day as well on the nineHole Scotch Hills Golf Course.
In addition, a barbecue will be held at
Scotch Hills from noon to 2 p.m., allowing seniors to socialize after their
mini-golf or golf rounds.
Seniors who are unable to attend the
barbecue are still welcome to experience the mini-golf and golf course at
anytime that day by going to the pro
shop and obtaining their free round.
For more information, contact the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department
at (908) 322-6700, extension 1221 or
1223.

Fanwood
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lost the potential revenue at a time
when its budget could have used the
extra cash.
Mr. Estis confirmed that the borough is moving to legally void the
contract and already one other company is interested in leasing space on
the tower; he added that a new deal
could generate as much as $30,000 a
year in revenue.
Borough officials also approved a
resolution to purchase new portable
and modular stage equipment that
will be used for the first time at this
month’s Fanny Wood Day.
“Hopefully, we can use it [for other
events] at other locations around the
borough,” said Council President Joan
Wheeler, who presided over the meeting in the absence of Mayor Colleen
Mahr.
One person spoke during the
meeting’s public comment portion.
Russell Huegel of Montrose Road,
who is a Democratic candidate for
borough council, said he wanted to
“publicly thank first responders for
the work that they do,” noting “this
climate of budget restrictions” and
the seventh anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

The Feeneys are scheduled to come
before the board again at the next meeting.
The Ricercas started the meeting,
after Mr. Heinbokel announced that the
applicants may have to come back next
month because of time, saying he
wanted to get the case heard and have it
voted on if possible because it was
already delayed three months because
of over scheduling of the board of adjustment meetings.
Mr. Ricercas chose to have the application heard by five voting members,
which all would have to vote yes for the
application to be approved, where if he
came when seven members were
present there was leeway of two to vote
no and still have a majority of board
members to approve the application.
Mr. Heinbokel had said at the start of
the application that it was likely the
case would extend next month and have
the two missing members listen to the
transcripts so they could vote next month
on the case. Since it was approved
Monday night this is now a moot point.
Mrs. Ricerca told the board that she
and her husband needed to add a second floor to their ranch-style home
because she wanted each of their four
children to have their own bedroom.
The application also approved bump
out additions to the front of the house
and a front porch. There were also other
pre-existing non-conforming setbacks.
The board also approved Sandra
Morrow to retain her use to practice
sociology in her home at 635 Forest
Avenue, a case that was extended from a
previous meeting. This legal issue involved proving that she had commenced
her business lawfully prior to the current
ordinance, which does not allow this
practice in a residential zone, continually practiced and her business was consistent with how her business started.
Board members Mr. Doherty and
Robert Burslem said they thought the
evidence for continuous use was not
conclusive. Mr. Burslem added however that there was not testimony contradicting it. They approved the application, as did all voting board members.
Two neighbors commented that they
did not approve of Mss, Morrow practicing in her home, saying they had
safety and parking concerns, which
were not relevant to this type of case,
according to the board attorney. One
neighbor said he had one of Ms.
Morrow’s patients enter his house without knocking.
The board denied Josephine WardGallagher and James Ward of 201 and
215 Prospect Streets, owners of Savannah condominiums, to continue to retain a sales trailer at the premises. The
board must be removed in 30 days.
Three neighbors testified to their disapproval of having the trailer on site.

Lance Opposes Toll
Hike for Pike, Parkway
AREA — In response to reports
that Governor Jon Corzine will increase tolls by 110 percent on the
Garden State Parkway and the New
Jersey Turnpike, Seventh Congressional District Republican candidate
Leonard Lance has issued the following statement:
“Today we learn that New
Jerseyeans will once again be asked
to open their wallets and pay more
taxes via sharp increases in tolls on
the Parkway and the Turnpike.
Enough is enough. The tax-and-spend
fiscal polices of Governor Corzine
and (Seventh Congressional District
Democratic candidate Linda Stender)
have brought upon this state record
state debt and the highest tax burden
in the country.
“I oppose this toll hike plan and
call on my opponent Linda Stender to
do the same. I am the only candidate
running for Congress who will bring
change and fiscal responsibility to
the Garden State.”

Bramnick Announces
Photo Contest Winners
WESTFIELD — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick has announced the winners
of his Summer ’08 Photo Contest. They
are as follows:
Fun in the Sun Category: First Place,
Dan Gallic, Baby Face; Second Place,
Helen Rosales, Nieces; Third Place,
Marlene Gebauer, Gebauer Surfing;
Fourth Prize, Larry Rosario, Shells at 5
a.m.; Honorable Mention, Bradford
Bonner, The Impossible; and Bob
Burslem, Boyscouts in Kayaks.
Winners in the Wildlife Category
are: First Place, Jim Casola, Snails;
Second Place, Melanie Boyne, The
Deer; Third Place, Jeanne Briski, The
Seagull; Fourth Place, Steve Byland,
Ruby Throated Hummingbird; Honorable Mention, John Hartnett, The Falcon; and Rosanne Christie, Jersey Gulls.
Winners in the Landscape Category
are: First Place, Nicki Collins, Citiscape;
Second Place, Kristen Hom, LBI Sunset; Third Place, Jeff Halverstadt,
Waves; Fourth Place, Terry Bauer, Reflections; Honorable Mention, Greg
Cummings, Kayaks; and Stephen
Briggs, Goodbye Golden Sun.
Over 120 photos were submitted capturing New Jersey at its finest. All are
welcome to attend a reception to view
the photos on Sunday, September 14,
from 5 to 6 p.m. at the offices of The
Westfield Leader located at 251 North
Avenue in Westfield. Refreshments will
be served. If you have any questions, or
need additional information about the
event, please call Asm. Bramnick’s office at (908) 232-2073.

Courtesy of R. Brian Dunlap

FIRE POWER...A Scotch Plains engine attempts to extinguish a multiple-alarm
fire that rages from the Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartment Complex,
Wednesday morning and early afternoon.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, September 2, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the 800
block of North Avenue, West.
Thursday, September 4, Kaleeft
Lee, 26, of Madison was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop in the area
of the south side Westfield train station on an outstanding Parsippany
criminal warrant. He was released
after posting $200 bail.
Thursday, September 4, a business
located on the 400 block of North
Avenue, East, reported that a Pepsi
machine located at the exterior of the
building sustained damage. Someone apparently used a heavy object in
an attempt to gain entry into the machine.
Monday, September 8, Luben
Panayotou, 23, of Westfield was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
on the 700 block of Knollwood Terrace. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible individual.
Scotch Plains
Friday, September 5, Melvin
Watson, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and released.
Friday, September 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
did $750 damage to the roof of her
vehicle.
Friday, September 5, a patron of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
someone yelled obscenities at him
when he was leaving a restaurant.
Friday, September 5, Kashia Harris, 28, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant. According to police, she was
processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, Mackay
James, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of a
fraudulent insurance card. According to police, James was stopped for
a moving violation at which officers
observed the fraudulent card. He was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, Mercedes
Varela, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation, at which
time an officer smelled alcohol on her
breath, according to police. She was
transported to headquarters where she
was processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, Robert Nagy,
43, of Summit was arrested and
charged with DWI. According to police, Nagy was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at which time an
officer smelled alcohol on his breath.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone entered her vehicle and removed her
purse, which contained $50 in cash.
Mountainside
Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.
Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while suspended after a motor vehicle stop for
an overdue inspection sticker. According to police she was also charged with
several motor vehicle violations including failure to inspect, uninsured
motorist, failure to exhibit documents
and driving with a cracked windshield.
Tuesday, September 2, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that someone removed her wallet from her locked
vehicle while her car was parked at the
establishment. According to police,
credit cards, a driver’s license and an
employee card were in the wallet.
Wednesday, September 3, Keith A.
Briggs, 30, of Mountainside was
charged with failure to report and control a fire after starting a fire in the
backyard of his Upland Road residence. According to police, neighbors
called authorities when they noticed
flames in excess of five feet in the
backyard of his home. Briggs was said
to have added accelerant to the fire,
which was beginning to encroach on
neighboring properties.
Friday, September 5, Luther
Sirmans, 49, of New Brunswick was
arrested at the North Brunswick Police Department for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $1,820.
Saturday, September 6, a vehicle
traveling on Route 22 was struck be a
falling tree limb, which fell due to the
heavy winds associated with Tropical
Storm Hanna. According to police, the
front end of the vehicle was damaged,
but none of the passengers were injured.
Sunday, September 7, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that someone entered his vehicle while he was
inside the establishment by using an

unknown object to pry the driver’s
side door lock open. According to
police, the vehicle was rummaged
through but nothing was missing.
Police said a witness traveling on
Route 22 said reported suspicious activity and slowed down at which time
the vehicle behind her honked startling the suspects. According to police, the suspects fled the scene in a
black BMW making the U-turn heading east. The incident has been turned
over to the detective bureau.
Sunday, September 7, a police officer conducting a security check of
Deerfield School reporting finding an
abandoned pink and purple Mystic
Rally USA model bicycle with white
tires. According to police, the bicycle
has been tagged and placed in storage.
Monday, September 9, a report of
gasoline being siphoned from a vehicle parked on Sheffield Street was
given to police after employees determined that sometime over the weekend the fuel tanks of their company
trucks were emptied. According to
police, approximately 64 gallons of
fuel was removed.
Fanwood
Sunday, August 24, a resident of the
70 block of McDermott Place reported
that sometime between Friday, August 22, and Sunday, August 24, someone entered her unlocked motor vehicle while it was parked in the driveway and removed a cell phone valued
at $100.
Thursday, August 28, Ali A.
Muhammad, 54, of Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding Mount Laurel warrant after a field investigation.
According to police, he was processed
and released.
Thursday, August 28, Ramin
Azizoghli, 39, was arrested on an outstanding Hillside warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According to police, he was processed
and released.
Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Vinton Circle reported that sometime
between Friday, August 22, and Saturday, August 30, someone removed
$500 worth of change from the home.
According to police, there was no sign
of forced entry. Officials are investigating individuals who had access to
the house during this time, authorities
reported.
Sunday, August 31, Terrence Williams, 37, of Paterson was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit to a chemical breath test after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.
Tuesday, September 2, Eugean K.
Freeman, 47, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Linden
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.
Wednesday, September 3, following a motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of South Avenue, Jesefy M.
Keita, 27, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance and with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
providing police with false information. According to police, he was processed and turned over to the Union
County jail in lieu of $3,000 bail.
Wednesday, September 3, sometime
between 11:15 a.m. and 12:35 p.m., a
resident of South Avenue reported that
someone kicked in the front door of
the home and ransacked the house.
Jewelry and money was removed.
According to authorities, police are
processing the scene and the incident
is under investigation.
Wednesday, September 3, Mecca
A. Carter, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on the 100 block of South Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
Newark after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, she was processed
and released.
Thursday, September 4, an unlocked
bicycle valued at $150 was taken from
the driveway of a Marion Avenue residence.
Friday, September 5, a resident of
Plainfield reported that the stereo and
amplifier were stolen from his motor
vehicle after he parked it on Old South
Avenue. The missing items are valued
at $900. According to police, there
was no sign of forced entry.
Friday, September 5, a resident of
the 20 block of Woodland Avenue
reported that someone entered the
home by breaking a basement window. According to authorities, police
are investigating the incident and have
a person of interest.
Sunday, September 7, Jennifer
Perlee, 20, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice for allegedly interfering with a
police investigation. According to police, she was processed and released.
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LEST WE FORGET...September 11, 2001 - Twin Towers Destroyed. The area remembers. See page 4.

FW Wants Bigger Share of Traffic
Ticket Revenue From County
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough council, at its regular meeting Tuesday
night, pushed for a change in the
statewide formula for dividing up
moving violation fees.
To that end, the governing body
approved a resolution urging other

Union County municipalities to lobby
for legislation required to change the
formula that could potentially generate much needed revenue for towns.
As it stands now, the county gets
about 50 percent of the revenue from
traffic tickets, while municipalities
are left with the other half.
“Municipalities are the ones who

Martin Sweeney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

DANCING…Concertgoers were invited up on stage at Friday’s performance by
Everclear at MusicFest. The two-day event held at Nomahegan Park in Cranford
had to be cut short on Saturday night due to heavy rains. For more, see page 22.

Council, Soccer Association
Hail New Turf Soccer Field
“It looks beautiful, it acts beautiful,” Mr. Strauss said. He said the
SCOTCH PLAINS —Township drainage is “excellent” and said the
and recreation officials this week field is “very playable” despite the
lauded the opening of the new soccer recent rainfalls.
field behind the southside firehouse.
“The field is wet during rainstorms
At the township
— and that’s it,” he
council’s meeting
added. Mr. Strauss
on Tuesday, Tom
said the project was
DiGiacomo, an ofcompleted “on
ficer with the
time and on budScotch
Plains
get,” which he said
Fanwood-Soccer
was “surprising”
Association,
because just a few
thanked the recreweeks ago, the
ation department
field was nothing
and the council for
more than a large
their support and
mound of dirt and
singled out Mayor
the question was,
Martin Marks,
“How are they goDeputy Mayor
ing to get this
Nancy Malool and
done?”
Councilman JefThe $2-million
frey Strauss, the
project was apthree council memproved last Octobers in attendance
ber after a public
on Tuesday who
hearing at Scotch
had voted last OcPlains-Fanwood
tober for the bond Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times High School was
AND IMPROVED… Soccer attended by more
ordinance to fi- NEW
players use the newly opened artificial
nance the new field. turf field behind the southside firehouse than 200 residents.
Mr. DiGiacomo in Scotch Plains this past week.
Four
council
said despite the
members voted to
heavy rains over the
approve the ordiweekend, flooding on the new artifi- nance, but Councilman Kevin Glover
cial turf field was not a problem.
abstained, saying he disagreed with
The field opened for play on Sep- how the project was to be funded.
tember 1, and in the days since, youth Mr. Glover had urged that the bond’s
soccer players have used the facility down payment be significantly induring daylight hours. Mr. Strauss creased, using four times as much
said he expects the lights to be opera- money from the township’s open
tional by mid-October, while also space trust fund, so that the new
noting that a small playground and field is “less of a tax burden” for
building will also be constructed.
residents.
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Courtesy of Brian Dunlap

BLAZING...Flames shoot from the fire Wednesday morning in Scotch Plains at
the Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartments.

bear the cost of running the police
department and the courts,” said
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief and
former director of the county’s police
academy. He said revenue generated
from inspection violations will continue to go to the state.
Mr. Parenti said the borough’s resolution supports changing the split to
80 percent for the municipality and
20 percent for the county.
In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved, on second reading, an ordinance to amend
part of the borough code regarding
lot frontage, specifically spotlighting
two properties along Staggard Place.
The measure was actually approved
last year, but borough attorney Dennis Estis said official notice was not
given at that time to all residents
within 200 feet of the two properties
as required by state law. Therefore,
the ordinance had to be redrafted.
“The essence of the ordinance has
to do with [borough code] amendments to clarify what consists of lot
frontage, especially when there is a
subdivision,” Councilman Bruce
Walsh said.
The ordinance will keep all properties fronting Staggard Place in a residential zone; two properties had been
proposed for a change in zoning to
light industrial, a move the governing
body did not support.
The measure was sent to the planning board for review, but Borough
Clerk Eleanor McGovern said she
received “no comments” back. “I
don’t think this [ordinance amendment] will be a problem,” she said.
Also approved Tuesday night was
a resolution authorizing the borough
to open bids for leasing space on its
communications tower, located next
to Borough Hall.
Fanwood had a signed contract with
a cell phone service provider, Cingular
(Now called the New AT&T Wireless), to put an antenna on the tower,
but the company never followed
through with its plans.
As a result, officials said the borough lost the potential revenue at a
time when its budget could have used
the extra cash.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS FIRE...On Wednesday, two were injured in a mid morning blaze and transferred by Medevac helicopter
to burn centers; third helicopter had been summoned. The cause of fire at Lamberts Mill Village Garden Apartments is
under investigation. See further details on page 10 and at goleader.com..

Mayor Marks Urges Patience In
Township’s Deer-Reduction Efforts
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council briefly discussed what
one resident said was a continuing
overpopulation of deer that was affecting safe driving. At the council’s
regular meeting on Tuesday night,
Michael Marcus of Treeview Circle
called the council’s attention to what
he termed an “overabundance of deer”
on the south side. “It’s a major problem,” he said. “It’s a major public
safety issue.”
Mayor Martin Marks said while
the deer reduction program of the
past three winters has thinned the
herd a bit in the Ashbrook Reservation, “There is still an abundance of
deer.” He asked for patience, saying a
similar program in the Watchung
Reservation had succeeded in thinning the deer herd, but that the process had taken a number of years.
The mayor also said state guidelines for deer reduction programs are
“strict” in that hunters have to be
situated far from any residential or
other buildings.
Don Wussler, a Korean War veteran who has spearheaded the effort
this year to purchase a clock to be
placed in front of the municipal building in honor and memory of Korean
War veterans, updated the council on
his fundraising efforts.
As of Tuesday, he had raised
$12,335 of the $15,000 needed to buy

Religious Group Approved
On Change in Fence Height
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— Despite concerns raised by several members, a
split zoning board of adjustment last
Thursday approved the installation
of a six-foot-high fence around the
South Avenue building in Scotch
Plains that houses Westfield Hall, Inc.,
a nondenominational religious corporation based in Westfield.
In November 2006, the board approved the group’s application to convert the building into a house of worship; included in that approval was a
stipulation that four-foot high boardon-board fencing would be installed
at the rear of the property along the
railroad tracks.
Earlier this summer, Westfield Hall
requested an amendment to their site
plan to allow the installation of a
metal picket fence instead of the previously approved fence. The installed
fence’s height conflicts with local
zoning ordinances governing fence
heights along front and side yards.
At last week’s hearing, Jonathan
Diplock, the group’s treasurer, told
the board the new fence, which had
not been included in the originallyapproved site plan, was installed by
volunteers who were apparently unaware of what the board had approved.
“The left hand doesn’t always know
what the right hand is doing,” he said.
The fence’s height requirements
“must have got lost in the shuffle.” He
said the six-foot high fencing, which
encircles the property, is “primarily
for security,” both during times when
services are held and when the build-

ing is closed.
When board chairman Jim Fawcett
said the board “feels duped at times”
when applicants fail to follow its
guidelines, Mr. Diplock said, “I understand how it looks,” but added,
“This is not how we operate.”
Board member Chris Abeel said
there are “circumstances where there
are honest mistakes, like this one.”
Board member Ken Anderson termed
it “more a misunderstanding” than an
outright disregard of the board’s
guidelines.
Board member Tim Livolsi likened
the property, with the fence, to “a
compound,” and said its appearance
was “very bothersome to me.” He
urged the board to have the fencing
along South Avenue replaced with a
smaller size. Board member Jim Pate
agreed, saying the six-foot fencing
was “too high.”
The board, though, approved, by a
4-3 margin, the site plan amendment
without any changes or variances.
In other business, the board approved a three-year temporary operating permit for Eula Andrews that
will allow her to continue to lodge
war veterans at her home at 441 Hunter
Avenue.
Andrew Shaff of 2108 Algonquin
Drive received approval to renovate a
bathroom and extend it into an existing garage, thus decreasing the garage size to a size slightly smaller
than zoning requirements.
By a 5-2 vote, the board approved
an application by Carl Orr to install
a six-foot fence along the side of his
property at 1086 Raritan Road.

the clock, which is set to be unveiled
during the township’s Veteran’s Day
ceremonies.
The clock will be situated in front
of the left side of the municipal building, and its twin faces visible to drivers and pedestrians on both sides of
Park Avenue.
Those wishing to donate to the
clock fund can send checks, made
payable to “Korean War Memorial,”
to the finance office at the municipal
building at 420 Park Avenue.
The council passed a bond ordinance appropriating $78,000 for street
repavement on the 300 block of Sycamore Avenue.
Also curbs there will get a facelift
at the expense of homeowners. It involves the installation of granite block
curbing on the 300 block of Sycamore
Avenue up to its intersection with
Mountain Avenue. Twenty properties
will share in the approximate $21,675
assessment for the new curbing, which
is payable over a 10-year period.
Linda Liebiedz of Mountain Avenue questioned whether the new
curbing would improve flooding in
the area and whether it would boost
home sale values. Mayor Marks told
her he believed flooding problems
would be improved and asked that
township engineering officials contact Ms. Liebiedz with further information.
In other business, the council authorized the insertion of a $5,000
revenue line item in this year’s municipal budget to pay overtime rates
for police department personnel involved in patrolling for and arresting
drunk drivers. The money is from a
state grant.
The council also introduced an ordinance to dedicate traffic lanes at
two Martine Avenue intersections to
drivers making right turns. The northbound intersection with West Broad
Street will have its right lane dedicated to right turns only, while the
southbound intersection with Cooper
Road will have its right lane dedi-

cated to right turns only.
Mr. Strauss said the ordinance is
designed to “bring some sensibility”
to traffic patterns so drivers are not
tempted to race to get ahead of drivers
in the other lane. A public hearing
will be held at the council’s Tuesday,
September 23 meeting.
The council also approved a
$17,500 grant application to the
county for the purchase of trees to
plant in parks in Scotch Plains. The
grant would be matched by funds
from the township’s open space trust
fund.
Township Manager Michael
Capabianco announced that Christopher Aversa has joined the police
department as a transfer from the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
Mr. Capabianco also said the municipal court “desperately” needs a
part-time employee with technology
skills, and asked that anyone interested send a résumé to court administrator Yvonne Rude at the municipal building.
At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Marks said Verizon FiOS subscribers
are now able to view the township’s
local access television channel on
channel 22.

Ribbon Cutting Set
For SPF Turf Field
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School Principal David Heisey and Assistant Principal for Athletics Rob Harmer invite
all to attend the ribbon-cutting ceremonies for the new athletic turf fields.
The ceremony for the varsity soccer field will be held on Friday, September 12, at 3:50 p.m. and the ceremony for the Perry Tyson Football
Field will be held on Saturday, September 20, at 12:50 p.m. Officials
noted that “there have been a lot of
people involved in this incredible
project and they would like to recognize and thank everyone — with
Raider Pride and deep appreciation.”

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

LEAP OF FAITH…Don Wussler receives help from announcer Tom Kucin on
Labor Day at the St. Bart’s Softball Championship. Mr. Wussler is heading the
Scotch Plains Korean War Memorial Clock project to be dedicated on Veterans
Day, November 11. With a leap of faith, Mr. Wussler has ordered the $13,500
clock although he has only $12,000 from contributions on hand. To help close the
gap, please contact Mr. Wussler at donwussler@aol.com.
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Fanwood Council
Seeks Revenue Alternatives
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Estis confirmed that the borough is moving to legally void the
contract and already one other company is interested in leasing space on
the tower; he added that a new deal
could generate as much as $30,000 a
year in revenue.
Borough officials also approved a
resolution to purchase new portable
and modular stage equipment that
will be used for the first time at this
month’s Fanny Wood Day.
“Hopefully, we can use it [for other
events] at other locations around the
Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

IN THE MAYOR’S SEAT…Council President Joan Wheeler, left, who is running
for re-election this fall, presides over the Fanwood Borough Council’s regular
meeting Tuesday night, in the absence of Mayor Colleen Mahr. Seated at right are
Councilman David Valian and Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell.

13th Annual Fanny Wood
Day Sunday, September 21
FANWOOD — The 13th annual
Fanny Wood Day will be held on
Sunday, September 21, starting at 11
a.m. and ending at 5 p.m. This annual
street fair and community event will
be held along the length of Martine
and South Avenues in downtown
Fanwood.
The festivities include plenty of
food and craft vendors, as well as
great activities for the kids. The special children’s area will feature an
array of fun things for kids to do at an
all-day rate of $10 per person. Included are bounce-and-slides, trackless train, moonwalk, kiddie maze,
and more. Balloon-making clowns,
live entertainment, and loads of contests will all be a part of the day’s fun.
This year the day will begin with
the third Annual “Anything On

Wheels” parade. There will also be
other contests including pie baking,
ice cream eating and birdhouse making.
Please go to visitfanwood.com for
further details and forms.
The Cougar Car Club will again
host an exhibition of classic automobiles in the train station parking lot
along South Avenue. The New Jersey
Bloodmobile will be on hand to collect blood donations.
“We encourage everyone to mark
September 21st on their calendars
and join us downtown to honor
Fanwood’s legendary first lady and
to celebrate the borough’s 113th Birthday,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr. Anyone interested in being a Fanny Wood
Day volunteer or vendor should call
Jennifer Ricci at (908) 654-5200.

Dolan Deems Proficiency
Results in WF ‘Not Logical’
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Superintendent
Margaret Dolan gave an update of the
new state proficiency levels for students that were released. The results
she said were not logical — a testimony she said was echoed throughout
other districts. The math and language
arts numbers for fifth through eighth
graders from 2007 in comparison to
2008 were scattershot and she said she
would have a hard time explaining it to
parents.
She said, “The state said they were
going to look into realigning the test.”
“Tests can be helpful,” Ms. Dolan
said. “It upsets me when I see data that
is not helpful.”
She also gave a presentation telling
that the district’s 10 schools were ready
for children as the kids entered their
first week of classes.
Ms. Dolan also said the eighth grade
gifted program has enough students to
comprise a full class at Edison Intermediate School. There are also fine
arts rooms at every elementary school.
Anita O’Neal, assistant superintendent, said the driver’s education course
added this year “right now is very, very
popular” with students. She said the
goal is to have more teachers certified
to instruct the class next year. Currently, one teacher is certified, a physical education teacher. The course is a
physical education class this year. She
is looking into making it a health class
instead.
The Westfield intermediate schools
wrestling team will become available
to all sixth graders in an attempt to
increase the team size and add more
players to its low weight division,
which has boys between 70 to 80
pounds. The Westfield Board of Education approved this after a parent inquired to the board earlier that they
should consider this. It was previously

only open to seventh and eighth graders. Coaches Glen Kurz and Vince
Juliano addressed the board at the
meeting. They said it would not impact
the budget or scheduling.
The board also approved personnel
appointments.
At the last board meeting, Ms. Dolan
said she was looking into the necessity
of adding a literacy teacher to first
grade with the high student levels. She
determined help was needed at Franklin
Elementary School, and the board approved Elizabeth Soriero to assist in
literacy during the morning session at
the school at an annual salary of
$12,209.80.
Three teachers received their
master’s degrees earning them a salary
increase. They are: Kira Brady, social
studies teacher at Roosevelt, jumped
from $60,814 to $63,773; Maria
Santilli, high school Italian teacher,
effective September 1, switched from
a 4/5 position at a salary of $56,040.80,
to full time at $71,176, and as of October 1, that increases to $74,557
(master’s degree inflation), and
Brendan Hickey, McKinley fifth grade
teacher, has a salary increase effective
September 1, from $55,749 to $58,549.
Westfield High School social studies teacher Elizabeth Walsh at a salary
of $55,149, Mallory Applebaum will
come on board as a math teacher at
Edison at $55,149, Kate Santino, physical education/health instructor at Wilson, Jefferson and Lincoln at $55,149,
and Kristine D’Onofrio, Wilson, second grade, at $57,949.
Board President Ginny Leiz announced that the haunted house this
year will not be managed by the recreation commission because “it is a drain
on their resources.” She said the commission reported from a meeting she
attended. She said the haunted house is
open to any other organizations interested in filling the gap.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HANNA LEAVES HER MARK… Heavy rains during Saturday’s tropical storm
flood parts of the grounds at Scotch Hills Country Club in Scotch Plains.

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.
NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.

borough,” said Council President Joan
Wheeler, who presided over the meeting in the absence of Mayor Colleen
Mahr.
One person spoke during the
meeting’s public comment portion.
Russell Huegel of Montrose Road,
who is a Democratic candidate for
borough council, said he wanted to
“publicly thank first responders for
the work that they do,” noting “this
climate of budget restrictions” and
today’s anniversary of the September
11, 2001 terrorist attacks.

Fire Breaks Out in Apts.
In Scotch Plains
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE AND
MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains –Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A multiplealarm fire broke out at the Lamberts
Mill Village Garden apartments on
Lamberts Mill Road and Spruce Mill
Lane on Wednesday morning, injuring multiple people.
“It looks like it burnt out a bunch of
residences,” officials on the scene
said just after noon.
Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly at 1
p.m. told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that two people had been
medevaced to a burn center. He said
Westfield had responded on a second
alarm. Scotch Plains and Westfield
police were joined by a host of other
towns, including Plainfield, Springfield, Cranford and Summit.

Workers doing construction on one
unit’s flooring possibly caused the
fire.
Officials at the scene said 15 EMS
units arrived to help victims. Ambulances were seen leaving the area, but
the extent of injuries is not known at
this time.
Marvin Gershenfeld, a resident of
the apartment complex who lives three
blocks from the area where the fire
occurred, said, “I heard a lady yelling
‘someone is hurt.’”
He said he first heard fire engines
around 11:30 a.m. He went to the
scene and said he witnessed that three
or four homes were destroyed and a
roof had caved in. He said the fire was
“rather significant.”
Updated information on the fire
will be posted at goleader.com.

Garwood Council Nixes
Freeholder Election Change
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Borough Council voted 4 to 2 against a
resolution on Tuesday calling for certain members of the Union County
Board of Freeholders to be elected by
district. The two “yes” votes came
from the resolution’s sponsors, councilmen Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano.
Both Mr. Sytko and Mr. Napolitano
said at prior meetings that they feel
the current system of electing freeholders at-large results in disproportionate representation and services
for the county’s larger cities.
Councilman Keith Sluka, who opposed the resolution, said that he believed the system is representative,
noting that current freeholders live in
different parts of the county. Mr. Sluka
said part of the problem is voter turnout, since less than a third of those
registered voted in the 2007 freeholder election.
“The bottom line is, if more than 29
percent of people vote in that election, anybody could win as a freeholder,” Mr. Sluka said.
Council President Kathleen
Villaggio, who also voted against the
resolution, said that council members in Westfield met with the freeholders to express their concerns and
encouraged Mr. Sytko, Mr.
Napolitano and another member of
the council to do the same.
Mr. Sytko, who initially proposed
the resolution in July, said that although he disagreed with the outcome, he was thankful that the issue
was brought to a vote and that he is
open to the possibility of meeting
with the freeholders.
“I will meet with whomever,” Mr.
Sytko said. “I have no qualms about
meeting with anyone.”
Residents expressed their opinion
on the resolution during the public
comment portion of the meeting.
Former council member and one-time
Republican freeholder candidate
Patricia Quattrocchi supported the
resolution, saying that the county
spent more for last weekend’s
“MusicFest” than Garwood received
in extraordinary aid. Former Democrat councilmember Charles
Lombardo opposed the measure, saying he felt it was political in nature
and that the county does provide a lot
of services to the borough.
After the vote, Ms. Villaggio responded to a letter, which was sent to
both the media and the mayor and
council by resident Bruce Paterson.
In a letter, which appeared in the
September 4 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, Mr. Paterson called
for the council to take action on the
freeholder resolution prior to
November’s elections and suggested
that certain members of the borough’s
government would oppose the resolution since they “make their livelihood from county tax monies.” Mr.
Paterson again reiterated his support
for a vote on the matter during the
meeting.
“I think we should go on record as
to where we stand on this,” Mr. Paterson said.
Ms. Villaggio, who is a long-time
county employee, said that she weighed
any potential conflict of interest before
deciding to run for council eight years
ago and that her employment with the
county does not influence her in her
role as a councilwoman.
“I could step down from this position tomorrow and still do the same
job I did today,” Ms. Villaggio said.
Ms. Villaggio also suggested a number of measures during the workshop
session of the meeting designed at
increasing the borough’s revenue,

saying that the budget process will
likely not get any easier in coming
years.
“We cannot continue to rely on
one-shot revenues and budget cuts,”
Ms. Villaggio said.
Ms. Villaggio proposed that the
borough explore purchasing a fire
department ladder truck to enable
taller developments, instituting Payment In Lieu of Tax (PILOT) for
future development and the hiring of
a consultant to investigate additional
merged or shared services. Ms.
Villaggio said that she will look into
funding from the Department of Community Affairs for such a feasibility
study.
Mr. Paterson said that the borough
should also not rule out the possibility of merging, calling it a “heavy,
heavy, thought,” but one that should
be considered. Mayor Dennis
McCarthy said it has not been “dismissed.” Mr. Paterson also said that
the borough should consider the impact the county has on the borough’s
finances.
“The county is like a huge vacuum
sucking a lot of money up there and we
don’t see a lot of it,” Mr. Paterson said.
The council also approved an ordinance to move certain borough positions to the Defined Contribution
Retirement Program. Borough Attorney Robert Renaud said that employees currently in the Public Employee
Retirement System are exempt.

Senior Day to Be Held
At Scotch Hills in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission is
sponsoring Senior Day at Scotch Hills
Country Club today, September 11.
The event is open to all Scotch
Plains senior citizens at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at 820
Jerusalem Road. Seniors will have
the opportunity to experience a free
round at the Scotch Hills mini-golf
course at any time during the day.
Along with the free mini-golf, Scotch
Plains seniors can enjoy golf for free
that day as well on the nine-Hole
Scotch Hills Golf Course.
In addition, a barbecue will be held
at Scotch Hills from noon to 2 p.m.,
allowing seniors to socialize after their
mini-golf or golf rounds.
Seniors who are unable to attend
the barbecue are welcome to experience the mini-golf and golf course at
anytime that day by going to the pro
shop and obtaining their free round.
For more information, contact the
Recreation Department at (908) 3226700, extension 1221 or 1223.

Fanwood 2009
Parking Permits
FANWOOD — 2009 Parking Permits for Fanwood residents will go on
sale Wednesday, October 1. The cost
of a yearly permit for Fanwood residents will be $276. 2009 parking permits for residents of all other towns
will go on sale Saturday, November
1. The cost of a yearly non-resident
permit will be $564.
Permits can be purchased at
Fanwood police headquarters, 75 N.
Martine Avenue, 24 hours a day, seven
days a week. Check or money order is
the only acceptable form of payment;
cash or credit card is not accepted.
For more information, call Sergeant Howard Jarvis of the Fanwood
Police Department at (908) 3225000, ext. 153.

More News at
goleader.com

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ACCIDENT SCENE… Rescue teams responded to this accident Saturday afternoon at the intersection of Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street. Passengers
were transported to Overlook Hospital. The accident occurred as rain moved into
the area from Tropical Storm Hanna.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Tuesday, September 2, a burglary
was reported at a residence on the 800
block of North Avenue, West.
Thursday, September 4, Kaleeft Lee,
26, of Madison was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop in the area of the
south side Westfield train station on an
outstanding Parsippany criminal warrant. He was released after posting
$200 bail.
Thursday, September 4, a business
located on the 400 block of North
Avenue, East, reported that a Pepsi
machine located at the exterior of the
building sustained damage. Someone
apparently used a heavy object in an
attempt to gain entry into the machine.
Monday, September 8, Luben
Panayotou, 23, of Westfield was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after a motor vehicle stop
on the 700 block of Knollwood Terrace. He was released on his own
recognizance to a responsible individual.
Scotch Plains
Friday, September 5, Melvin
Watson, 34, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and
released.
Friday, September 5, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
did $750 damage to the roof of her
vehicle.
Friday, September 5, a patron of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
someone yelled obscenities at him
when he was leaving a restaurant.
Friday, September 5, Kashia Harris,
28, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle stop for an outstanding warrant.
According to police, she was processed
and released.
Sunday, September 7, Mackay
James, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with possession of a
fraudulent insurance card. According
to police, James was stopped for a
moving violation at which officers
observed the fraudulent card. He was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, Mercedes
Varela, 42, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
an officer smelled alcohol on her
breath, according to police. She was
transported to headquarters where she
was processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, Robert Nagy,
43, of Summit was arrested and
charged with DWI. According to police, Nagy was stopped for a motor
vehicle violation at which time an
officer smelled alcohol on his breath.
He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released.
Sunday, September 7, a resident of
Route 22 reported that someone entered her vehicle and removed her
purse, which contained $50 in cash.
Mountainside
Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.
Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was arrested and charged with driving while
suspended after a motor vehicle stop
for an overdue inspection sticker. According to police she was also charged
with several motor vehicle violations
including failure to inspect, uninsured
motorist, failure to exhibit documents
and driving with a cracked windshield.
Tuesday, September 2, a patron of a
Route 22 theater reported that someone removed her wallet from her locked
vehicle while her car was parked at the
establishment. According to police,
credit cards, a driver’s license and an
employee card were in the wallet.
Wednesday, September 3, Keith A.
Briggs, 30, of Mountainside was
charged with failure to report and control a fire after starting a fire in the
backyard of his Upland Road residence. According to police, neighbors
called authorities when they noticed
flames in excess of five feet in the
backyard of his home. Briggs was said
to have added accelerant to the fire,
which was beginning to encroach on
neighboring properties.
Friday, September 5, Luther
Sirmans, 49, of New Brunswick was
arrested at the North Brunswick Police Department for an outstanding
warrant in the amount of $1,820.
Saturday, September 6, a vehicle
traveling on Route 22 was struck be a
falling tree limb, which fell due to the
heavy winds associated with Tropical
Storm Hanna. According to police,
the front end of the vehicle was damaged, but none of the passengers were
injured.
Sunday, September 7, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that someone entered his vehicle while he was
inside the establishment by using an
unknown object to pry the driver’s

side door lock open. According to
police, the vehicle was rummaged
through but nothing was missing.
Police said a witness traveling on
Route 22 said reported suspicious activity and slowed down at which time
the vehicle behind her honked startling the suspects. According to police, the suspects fled the scene in a
black BMW making the U-turn heading east. The incident has been turned
over to the detective bureau.
Sunday, September 7, a police officer conducting a security check of
Deerfield School reporting finding an
abandoned pink and purple Mystic
Rally USA model bicycle with white
tires. According to police, the bicycle
has been tagged and placed in storage.
Monday, September 9, a report of
gasoline being siphoned from a vehicle parked on Sheffield Street was
given to police after employees determined that sometime over the weekend the fuel tanks of their company
trucks were emptied. According to
police, approximately 64 gallons of
fuel was removed.
Fanwood
Sunday, August 24, a resident of the
70 block of McDermott Place reported
that sometime between Friday, August 22, and Sunday, August 24, someone entered her unlocked motor vehicle while it was parked in the driveway and removed a cell phone valued
at $100.
Thursday, August 28, Ali A.
Muhammad, 54, of Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding Mount Laurel warrant after a field investigation.
According to police, he was processed
and released.
Thursday, August 28, Ramin
Azizoghli, 39, was arrested on an outstanding Hillside warrant after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According to police, he was processed
and released.
Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Vinton Circle reported that sometime
between Friday, August 22, and Saturday, August 30, someone removed
$500 worth of change from the home.
According to police, there was no sign
of forced entry. Officials are investigating individuals who had access to
the house during this time, authorities
reported.
Sunday, August 31, Terrence Williams, 37, of Paterson was arrested and
charged with DWI and refusal to submit to a chemical breath test after a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was processed
and released to a responsible adult.
Tuesday, September 2, Eugean K.
Freeman, 47, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding Linden
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
North Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.
Wednesday, September 3, following a motor vehicle stop on the 200
block of South Avenue, Jesefy M.
Keita, 27, of Irvington was arrested
and charged with possession of a controlled dangerous substance and with
hindering apprehension for allegedly
providing police with false information. According to police, he was processed and turned over to the Union
County jail in lieu of $3,000 bail.
Wednesday, September 3, sometime
between 11:15 a.m. and 12:35 p.m., a
resident of South Avenue reported that
someone kicked in the front door of
the home and ransacked the house.
Jewelry and money was removed.
According to authorities, police are
processing the scene and the incident
is under investigation.
Wednesday, September 3, Mecca
A. Carter, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on the 100 block of South Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
Newark after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, she was processed
and released.
Thursday, September 4, an unlocked
bicycle valued at $150 was taken from
the driveway of a Marion Avenue residence.
Friday, September 5, a resident of
Plainfield reported that the stereo and
amplifier were stolen from his motor
vehicle after he parked it on Old South
Avenue. The missing items are valued
at $900. According to police, there
was no sign of forced entry.
Friday, September 5, a resident of
the 20 block of Woodland Avenue
reported that someone entered the
home by breaking a basement window. According to authorities, police
are investigating the incident and have
a person of interest.
Sunday, September 7, Jennifer
Perlee, 20, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice for allegedly interfering with a
police investigation. According to
police, she was processed and released.
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Freeholders Set to Vote
On Improvements to Jail
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is moving ahead with a number of improvements at the county jail as well as
bridge replacements.
Resolutions reviewed last Thursday by the board, and which are expected to be on tonight’s agenda,
would increase funding for renovations at the county lockup in Elizabeth by a half-million dollars for a
new total project cost of $1.7 million.
The board’s resolutions include an
additional $115,000 for architectural
design services for a new prep-kitchen
floor coating system as well as shower
stall renovations and another
$387,500 for architectural and engineering for interior improvements and
replacement of an elevator at the jail.
The county has hired Netta Architects of Springfield for the work. The
board gave Netta an initial contract of
$759,000 in December for the interior work and new elevator.
T&M Associates is seeking to increase its contract by $79,000 to
$253,517 for construction administration and inspection services for the
replacement of the Division Avenue
bridge in New Providence. Hardesty
& Hanover of West Trenton is seeking
another $61,000 for a total to date of
$653,555 for additional engineering
design work pertaining to the replacement of the South First Street Bridge
in New Providence and Summit.
The board is also set to implement
recommendations as proposed by the
John J. Heldrich Center for Workforce
Development at Rutgers University
for the county’s strategic workforce
plan for economic growth in the
county. The implementation phase of
the report is not to exceed $50,000,
according to the resolution. The board
had considered the contract in August for $60,000.
As previously reported, the Heldrich
Center recommended development of
a countywide economic growth strategy and a workforce development plan
that would include the establishment
of a health career center and use of the
county’s existing retail skills center to
train workers in sales and customerservice jobs in the “high-wage wholesale trade sector.”
The board will also vote on resolu-

Peyton's

Peek at the Week

tions to close roadways in Fanwood
on Sunday, September 21, and in
Kenilworth on Sunday, October 12,
for local street festivals.
The Fanny Wood Day festival
will result in the closing of
Martine Avenue from South Avenue to LaGrande Avenue, and
South Avenue from First Street to
Second Avenue in Fanwood from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday, September 21. The Boulevard in
Kenilworth will be closed from
23rd Street to 18th Street from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 12, for the annual Kenilworth
Octoberfest Street Fair.

Twins Placement Bill
Becomes Law in NJ
TRENTON — Parents of twins
or other multiples enrolled in the
same grade at the same public
school can now request that their
children be placed in either the
same classroom or in separate classrooms after legislation sponsored
by Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) was signed into law.
The new law stipulates that a
parent’s or guardian’s placement
request must be submitted in writing within the first 14 days from
the start of school or within 14
days of the students’ attendance
if enrollment. If those conditions
are met, the school must grant the
parent or guardian’s request.
However, if school administrators find the situation disruptive
in any way, the parents could be
overruled. This new law, which
applies to students in kindergarten through eighth grade, takes
effect immediately.

Lance to Speak
Before ELC Sept. 17
CLARK — New Jersey Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Clinton) and Republican candidate for Congress from the 7th
District will be the guest speaker
before the Union County Employer Legislative Committee
(ELC) at 8 a.m. on Wednesday,
September 17, at Lana’s at the
Hyatt Hills Golf Course, located
at 1300 Raritan Road in Clark.

In Politics

New Toll Hike Plan
Unveiled by Pike Panel

Rep. Rob Andrews (D-1), who opted not
to run for a 10th term in Congress so he
could challenge Senator Frank Lautenberg
in the Primary, has decided to run for Congress again.
His wife, Camille Andrews, won the seat
in the June primary against two lesserfunded candidates. Mrs. Andrews has filed
papers to withdraw from the race. Mr.
Andrews lost by a wide margin to Mr.
Lautenberg after his late entry into the race.

The New Jersey Turnpike Authority has proposed an increase of Turnpike tolls from $1.20 to $1.80 next
year for an average 23-mile trip, $2.70
by 2012 and $3 in 2023. Parkway
tolls, currently 35 cents, would jump
to 50 cents next year, 75 cents in
2012, and 85 cents in 2023.

Senator John Lynch Could
Head to a State Halfway House

The McCain Campaign has named
Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer as Union County coordinator and former Congressional candidate Tom Roughneen as Somerset
County coordinator.

Mortimer, Roughneen
Named McCain Coordinators

Pallone to See if Christie
Has Begun Campaigning
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6) is seeking the release of U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie’s schedules to see if he has
held campaign meetings.

Campaign Release, Scotch Plains Democrats

Democratic Candidates Focus
On Stabilizing Municipal Taxes
taxes.”
Mr. Glover and Ms. Mullen have
been knocking on doors and said
they are energized by the positive
reception. “I have found that people
appreciate Kevin Glover’s display
of independence and leadership in
voting against the last two budgets
and especially appreciate his efforts
in fighting to lower the tax increases
that have been visited upon the citizens of our township. His efforts
certainly show his commitment to
the people,” Ms. Mullen said.
“I am impressed how many people
know what is happening in the town
and how encouraged they are by
what my running mate has done on
the council to date. They have confidence in us and are expecting us to
bring positive change with our new
administration,” Ms. Mullen added.

Campaign Release, Union County Republicans

Rising County Taxes Top
Issue for GOP Candidates
The three Republican candidates for
Union County freeholder spent the summer meeting residents from all over the
county. The number one concern of
Union County residents is rising property taxes. The issue topped the list in all
towns. People are asking the question,
“What do I receive for my County property taxes?” and “What does the County
spend nearly [a] half billion [dollars]
on?”
Republican Candidate Councilman
Mike Yakubov of Roselle Park said, “In
Roselle Park we spend hours going over

Breakfast made by bakers,
not microwaves.

“We are propping up tribal warlords in Afghanistan,” he said.
Mr. Barr said a President’s “funRAHWAY – Preaching a platform
of “freedom, liberty and smaller gov- damental obligation is to secure the
ernment,” former Georgia Republi- sovereignty of the nation.” He has
can Congressman and current Liber- proposed a three-pronged immigratarian Party candidate, Bob Barr, tion policy. First, Mr. Barr supports
came to Rahway August 28 to drum a mandate that foreign visitors to the
up support for his long-shot third U.S. “come in only through check
points.” Second, he said visitors to
party U.S. Presidential bid.
Mr. Barr joined the Libertarian the U.S. should “submit to basic
party in 2006, after serving four terms background checks” and submit to a
in Congress from 1995 to 2003. Still communicable disease check before
known to many as a leader in the entry.
He said it was his position that
impeachment of former President
Bill Clinton, Mr. Barr served as a most social issues should be left to
senior member of the House Judi- the states to decide. On abortion and
ciary Committee, as vice-chairman same-sex marriage, Mr. Barr now
of the Government Reform Com- believes that the federal government
mittee, and as a member of the Com- should not be involved. While still
mittee on Financial Services and the pro-life, Mr. Barr said the key is
“understanding the limited role of
Committee on Veteran’s Affairs.
He was defeated in 2002, due in government – to guarantee liberty
part to a campaign by the Libertarian and not take it away.”
This is a shift from his position in
Party, which opposed his stance
against the legalization of medical 1996, when the thrice-married canmarijuana. Since leaving Congress, didate authored the Defense of MarMr. Barr has since changed his posi- riage Act stipulating that only a martions on issues like marijuana and riage between a man and a woman
could be federally recognized.
same-sex marriage.
Speaking on crime, Mr. Barr said,
“[We are] on track to be on ballots
across the nation,” Mr. Barr told sup- “The vast majority of criminal matporters at Luciano’s Restaurant on ters should be handled by states and
local governments” and that it is
Main Street in Rahway.
time to curMr. Barr
tail the “mastold
the
sive federal
crowd it was
law enforcetime
to
ment effort”
“shrink the
that came out
size of the
of
9/11.
federal gov“Habeus corernment and
pus can only
r e t u r n
be
suspower to the
pended by
American
Congress,”
people.”
he said.
W h e n
Mr. Barr
asked by
also told The
T
h
e
Leader/
We s t f i e l d
Times that
Leader and
the federal
The Scotch
government
Plainsshould not be
Fa n w o o d
bailing out
Times befailing finanfore he adcial institudressed the
Libertarian Candidate Bob Barr
tions. “Govcrowd what
his top economic priority would be, ernment should not be involved is
Mr. Barr said it was to “get the Fed- setting up mechanisms” to keep them
eral budget under control” and “do in business. “We are getting the govwhat we did in the 1990’s – reduce ernment more involved and not less
involved,” which he said contributed
spending.”
On foreign policy, Mr. Barr said, to problems facing Fannie Mae and
“The U.S. took this in-your-face atti- Freddie Mac.
When asked what he would do as
tude (with Russia) when it really
makes no sense to expand NATO. We President for the people of New Jerneed to work with the Russians to the sey, he responded he would “reduce
greatest extent that we can,” he said, Federal spending and return that
adding that moving ahead with plac- money to the people” of New Jersey.
Mr. Barr said his objective in runing missile defense systems in Poland would only antagonize the Rus- ning for President is to open up the
electoral system, which, he said, has
sians further.
On Iraq, Mr. Barr, who lived in been “held captive” by the two maBaghdad for a few years where his jor parties. He said that being infather worked as a civil engineer and cluded in the Presidential debates
who graduated from high school in “is clearly our (Libertarian Party)
Tehran, Iran, said, “I don’t think goal.”
“The current criteria to be included
(President) Bush has any firm underin the debates is 15 percent (polling
standing of the situation.”
He told The Leader/Times he is a amongst potential voters) – we are at
proponent of “surgical response(s) to 6 percent now.” He said his goal is a
threats.” In the case of Iraq, Mr. Barr “level playing field” and to foster a
said “there was never a justification legitimate three-way race in Novemfor an invasion.” He called for an ber.
Pundits have argued that Mr. Barr
overhaul of the nation’s intelligence
capabilities to address threats from could take conservative votes that
abroad. “We need a strategic foreign would otherwise go to Mr. McCain
intelligence capability – sometimes in the same manner Ross Perot drew
black and sometimes covert,” he voters from President George H.W.
Bush in 1992. Mr. Barr said he readded.
Asked what he would do about fuses to look at his role as that of
Guantanamo Bay, Mr. Barr said,” I spoiler.
Mr. Barr told the audience that his
never understood why we shipped
them (Iraqi war prisoners) all to U.S. campaign manager is the same one
territory. “Either try them or send that Mr. Perot had for his 1992 presithem back to their own country,” he dential run, Clay Mulford.
Mr. Barr said he expects to be on
said.
“We have tens of thousands of the ballot in 49 states in November
troops in countries capable of de- After New Jersey, he will move on to
fending themselves,” Mr. Barr said. the Midwest to promote his candiHe supports withdrawing U.S. troops dacy, push for donations and confrom Iraq and Afghanistan, as well tinue to seek support to be included in
the Presidential debates.
as Germany, Japan and Korea.
By JOHN MAGUIRE

Rob Andrews Opts to Seek
10th Term as Wife Withdraws

Councilman Kevin Glover, Democratic candidate for Scotch Plains mayor
said this week, “Over the past two years
I have sat through the process of preparing the township budget and I know we
can do better.”
“The goal is to maintain services and
find efficiencies in running our government,” Mr. Glover said. He said proper
fiscal oversight and an aggressive reaching out for grants will be a priority in his
administration.
Theresa Mullen, Democratic candidate for township council agreed and
said, “My taxes are becoming an excessive part of my household budget. I am
sure that’s true for most of Scotch Plains
citizens. I have followed the budget process and I believe much more can be
done to stabilize taxes in our township.
When elected, much more will be done
to achieve stability in our local property

Bob Barr Seeks Support In
Third-Party Presidential Run
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

A federal judge has recommended that
the Federal Bureau of Prisons release former
Democratic state Senator John Lynch, 70,
from prison early so Lynch can complete
the final six months of his 39-month term in
a halfway house in New Jersey, according
to The Star-Ledger.
Lynch is in jail for tax and fraud charges,
and could be released to a halfway house
next May.
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the budget with a fine tooth comb to
save taxpayers money. The county
has no system of checks and balances, and the all-Democratic freeholder board just keeps on spending
and taxing without any hesitation.
“Westfield and surrounding towns
actually spend more money on
county taxes than on local taxes.”
Candidate John Russitano added,
“Everyday we see the services provided by our towns, aside from a few
roads and a nearby rock concert we
fail to see a return for our county tax
dollars.”
Candidate Joe Franchino of Berkeley Heights echoed his running
mates’ sentiments. “I operate a small
business and most everyone agrees
that small businesses are the engine
of growth in America. However, Governor Corzine, the Democratic-controlled legislature, and the all-Democratic freeholder board continue to
increase taxes and fees on small businesses. The residents of Union
County have made it clear, it is time
for a change in Union County.
“People want accountability for
their tax dollars. The three Republican candidates pledge to manage the
county budget in a fiscally responsible manner,” according to their
weekly campaign press release.
For more information, visit
ucgop.org for more information.

Back to school Family savings

Children’s exam, x-rays,
cleaning and fluoride
with an
adult new patient exam,
complete digital x-rays,
and Case Presentation
your choice of Applewood-smoked bacon
or all-natural sausage, grilled on two slices
of freshly baked Ciabatta. Mix in a little
coffee and we may even turn you into a
morning person after all.

When a breakfast sandwich is inspired by
bakers you know it’s going to taste great.
Especially when you combine all-natural
eggs (freshly cracked every morning,) a
thick slice of Vermont white cheddar and

Newfamiliesonly.
Limitonechildunder12yearsperadult.
AdultFee$295.00ChildSavings$220.00

panera-nj.com

908--322908
322-7800
567 Park Ave Scotch Plains
©2008 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.
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WE WILL NEVER FORGET
September 11, 2001

Join Us in Honoring the Innocent Victims and HeroeVRI6HSWHPEHU« and
the Men & Women of the U.S. Armed Forces who protect the United States of America.
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On Seventh Anniversary of 9/11,
We Shall Never Forget the Tragedy
Today, we solemnly commemorate the seventh
anniversary of the events of September 11, 2001. As
we have done each year on this date since the tragedy
occurred, we remember the lives that were lost, the
families left behind and the heroism displayed by so
many people who responded that day to a previously
unimaginable catastrophe.
Each year, we also commemorate our resilience as
a nation in the wake of such devastating attacks.
From that day forward, we came together as one
people, to search for survivors, comfort those in
mourning, care for those left injured and counsel
those struggling to rebuild their lives. We offered our
spiritual, financial and professional support as
America slowly began its healing process.
Across the nation today, various memorial services and other such ceremonies will take place in
remembrance of all those who perished that day at
the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and aboard
United Airlines Flight 93. We will recall the fathers
and mothers, husbands and wives, sons and daughters, friends and neighbors. Along with the civilians,
we will honor the memory of those police officers,
firefighters and other emergency response personnel
who answered the call to save others with their own
lives.
We also will pay tribute to so many others – trained
responders and ordinary citizens alike – whose extraordinary actions that day made the difference

between life and death. And to the countless volunteers whose compassion and dedication were crucial
in the hours, days, weeks and months after September 11 as the nation began its recovery. In our darkest
hour, the light of our humanity never burned brighter.
This day, our thoughts also turn to our military
troops abroad, who daily put their lives at risk to win
democracy for other nations and defeat those who
would perpetrate further acts of terrorism.
Seven years later, the healing of our nation and all
of us as individuals continues. It is a journey that will
continue in the years ahead. The lives of all Americans were forever impacted by the events of September 11, whether they were caught up in the chaos
themselves or watched it unfold on television from
thousands of miles away.
We are a nation of survivors, yet we continue to
wrestle with a sense of vulnerability. We look to the
future with hope, but also remain vigilant against any
further threats. We seek to reestablish peace in the
world, yet know we can never take it for granted.
Time helps us to heal, and we need that in order to
move forward, but time also can cause memories of
past events to wane. We must never let September 11,
2001 simply become a footnote in the history books.
We owe it to all of those who died that day, to all of
those charged with protecting us today, and to our
children, to remember the courage, the sacrifices and
the resolve that defined us as Americans that day.

Twin Towers Destroyed
September 13, 2001

By Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman Ward 3
The Westfield Town Council along
with the board of education and other
volunteer organizations, such as the
BRAKES Group, have placed a great
emphasis on working to get people in
Westfield to leave their cars at home and,
instead, walk or bike around town. One of
the most important facets of this effort has
been to encourage our children to walk to
school.
On Wednesday, September 17,
Westfield elementary schools will celebrate the annual Walk Your Child to
School Day. The purpose of this event is
to encourage parents and their children to
discover the joys and benefits of walking
to school. Just what impact can having
more children walk to school have? How
much have we heard about the problem of
childhood obesity? Walking to school
improves a child’s fitness. Avoiding a car
trip to school is also environmentally
friendly. Traffic safety around the schools
is enhanced with less vehicle congestion
around the schools.
With high gas prices, think of how
much money you can save by cutting out
all of those trips to school. You could
even say that we are helping to further our
country’s foreign policy by reducing our
dependence on foreign oil (O.K., maybe
that is a bit of an over-statement). All that,
just by having more children walk to

school!
Walk Your Child to School Day is
being held earlier than usual this year, in
order to kick off a new program called the
Walking School Bus. What is a walking
school bus? Like a vehicular school bus,
a walking school bus has a defined route
and an adult “driver” who follows the
route to school, picking up students at
“stops” along the way. Parents can know
that their children are safely escorted to
school. The program is being organized
by The BRAKES Group, a volunteer organization, which promotes pedestrian
safety, with support from the mayor, the
town council, town administration and
the police department. It is funded by a
grant from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation, under its Safe Routes to
Schools program.
The BRAKES Group has been successful in recruiting volunteers from each
elementary school to roll out this program
one day a week, a.k.a Walking Wednesdays. As more volunteers are recruited,
additional routes and days will be added.
Information about the initial routes and
proposed additional routes will be distributed to parents at the schools on Walk
to School Day.
For more information, you can contact
me at mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov or
your school’s BRAKES representative.

Letters to the Editor
Number One Noise Pollution in Town
Is from Mowers and Weed Whackers
I read with interest the front-page article in The Westfield Leader’s September 4 issue about the Westfield Council’s
allocation of $75,000 for a “quiet zone
establishment” involving Conrail.
What is puzzling and frustrating is that
the Westfield Town Council has never
tackled the number one noise pollution
issue that affects every nook and cranny
of every Westfield neighborhood seven
days a week between 7:30 a.m. and as late
as 8:30 p.m. — namely the noise from
high-powered mowers, weed whackers,
edgers and leaf blowers, mostly from
professional landscapers like JRM,
Scapabilities, Davitos, M & R and many
others. Westfield residents are subjected
incessantly to the irritating, stress-inducing noises from these machines that are
often operated by employees of rather
dubious legal status.
The town should follow the lead of
Montclair, California communities and
others across the country that have recognized the much higher quality of life we
forego by not placing restrictions on (or
even outlawing completely) their use. It
is simply a matter of allowing individuals
and families the opportunity to enjoy a
walk, an early morning breakfast on their

By DEBORAH MADISON

porch, or an evening appetizer on their
patio without having such moments
wrecked by the whining, screeching and
rumbling sounds of lawn maintenance
machines.
The town council should pass an ordinance to prohibit the operation of lawn
equipment (including the town’s mowers
that fire up once a week at 7:45 a.m. to
race through Clarke Park) before 9 a.m.
and after 5 p.m. There would be the added
benefit of having the streets free of the
landscapers’ increasingly enormous
trucks and trailers that block visibility at
dangerous intersections on Boulevard,
Broad, Dudley, North, Grove, Chestnut,
Kimball and other streets throughout the
town during times when children are
walking to school and parents are driving
to and from work.
While waiting for the council to take
action, Westfield residents can simply
ask our landscape service vendors not to
show up before 9 a.m. or after 5 p.m. and
to avoid parking their vehicles close to
intersections. Our neighbors will appreciate the peace and our children will be
safer.
Glen Macdonald
Westfield

Is the Westfield Town Council
Sacrificing Safety for Easy Street?

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what is being equated with the 1941 attack on Pearl
Harbor in its devastating magnitude of death and destruction, Tuesday, September 11, 2001 will be a date infamously linked with the worst act of terrorism to ever touch
American soil.
Countless numbers of lives and the New York City
skyline have been horrifically altered by a terrorist attack
that totally destroyed the World Trade Center Twin Towers after two hijacked airline jets crashed into the 110story buildings. A third hijacked jet was intentionally
plunged into the Pentagon 15 minutes before the first of
the Twin Towers caved in and collapsed.
Two hijacked commercial airline jets were flown directly into The World Trade Center Twin Towers, located
in Battery Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tuesday
morning in what is being described as a terrorist suicide
mission. The North Tower was hit at approximately 8:45
a.m. near the 80th floor, and the South Tower was hit near
the 70th floor at approximately 9:03 a.m.
As of yesterday morning, much of New York City was
paralyzed by the attacks and many schools and businesses
were shut down.
Both Trade Center towers had huge, gaping holes from
which flames, smoke and debris poured out for hours after
the crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently crashed into
the Pentagon at approximately 9:45 a.m. A fourth jet
crashed approximately 80 miles outside of Pittsburgh at
10:10 a.m.
Then, one hour after the first crash, the North Tower
collapsed on itself at 10 a.m. and the South Tower collapsed approximately one half-hour later at 10:30 a.m.
Both towers crumbled into piles of rubble, sending shattered glass and a thick cloud of smoke, debris and soot
billowing into the streets of Lower Manhattan for hours,
covering cars and people trapped in its blinding wake with
silt and dust.
Although numerous of employees were evacuated after
the initial plane crashes, eyewitness accounts from the
streets below reported, on the major news stations, seeing
people plunge out of upper-story windows, to their death,
from the fiery floors above.
Thousands of terrified people ran frantically from the
impenetrable cloud of smoke that enveloped the entire tip
of Lower Manhattan after the buildings collapsed.
Hundreds of passengers aboard the four airplanes were
immediately presumed dead, and thousands of New York
City and Pentagon employees were injured. More than
50,000 people work in the World Trade Center and over
200,000 people travel through the towers on a daily basis.
It is estimated that approximately 24,000 people work at
the Pentagon.
As of Tuesday night, there were no official figures on
the number of fatalities, although city officials estimated
the number of casualties would be high due to the hundreds of emergency personnel in and around the buildings
at the time of the collapses. As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
more than 600 firefighters and New York City police were
still missing. New York City hospitals were filled with the
City Park, where tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats
injured, including victims with third-degree burns, smoke
transported the shaken commuters across the Hudson
inhalation and many eye injuries from shattered, falling
River to Hoboken and Jersey City to other forms of
glass and debris.
transportation to various parts of New Jersey.
New York Governor George Pataki and Acting GoverFor most of the day, telephone service in and out of New
nor of New Jersey Donald T. DiFrancesco declared states
York City was inoperable as the system was over-burof emergency, respectively, in order to have the power to
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summon the National Guard and other emergency peranxiously awaited word on the whereabouts of their loved
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The Walking School Bus
Program Comes to Town
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There was little I could do but pray no
other drivers would have chosen to take
Woodland Avenue during Saturday’s torrential downpour. But as I did, a conversation with my councilwoman also
claimed a part of my concentration.
As I took the opportunity to get to
know the candidates for Westfield’s second-ward council seat last November, I
asked each of them what they would do
about the despicable state of the aforementioned street. The Democratic challenger offered to walk the street with me
himself and report each dangerous pothole to the council. The Republican incumbent told me that Woodland residents
do not want the street paved because they
fear speeding cars, but she assured me
that, if reelected, she would raise the issue
with her fellow lawmakers.
Ms. Neylan, have you? As I drove
down the direct middle of that street at
five miles per hour and saw oncoming
cars doing exactly the same thing until
forced to move into the huge pockets of
water encroaching on the median, that
question shared my nervous thoughts.
I defy any Woodland Avenue resident
to tell me that the safety of this Westfield
citizen and the ones driving past her Saturday night benefited from the selfish
position our council may believe you
hold. I defy you to tell me that you want
the gaping, gravelly holes that in some
cases extend all the way to the median of

your road, or tell me that the lives of the
people inching down the middle of your
street in rain or snow – or even broad
daylight – are not important to you.
If it is slow driving you crave, you have
it. If it is safety you want, you most
certainly have the opposite. I challenge
you to tell your ward representatives in no
uncertain terms that such an oversight
will not be tolerated.
I defy my ward representatives and
those who sit next to them every Tuesday
night to tell me that the awkward speed
bumps on Gallows Hill Road – to name
one possible alternative – would not be a
safer solution for all involved. I defy you
to tell me that the off-chance one street of
residents would protest if you honored
your responsibility to keep your town
safe is more important than the oath and
obligation you would uphold if you took
action. I would be happy to walk the street
with you at any time.
Council incumbents may have won the
support of the Westfield majority in their
last elections, but none will receive mine
if that road remains untouched. If the
council is comfortable enough to believe
the loss of one vote will not hurt them, I
hope its members would believe that the
loss of one life to that horrifically dangerous street would hurt this whole town.
Victoria McCabe
Westfield
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Forzando – With force or stress
2. Carapace – The upper shell of a
turtle, crab, etc.
3. Fuliginosity – Sootiness; smokiness
4. Raffish – Disgraceful; cheap
RADEAU
1. A hunt conducted by driving game
from cover to a place near waiting hunters
2. Any large stage prop in the theater
which depicts the background
3. A raft
4. A small tub
DAVIT
1. A one-horse carriage
2. A boat hoist used for raising and
lowering smaller boats
3. A deep cut or gash
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path
TARVE
1. To bend or turn
2. To entise or trick
3. A grave digger
4. Topsoil
ABADDON
1. The north wind
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A medieval battering ram on wheels
4. Angel of the bottomless pit

See more letters on pages 5 and 16

Letters to
the Editor
Democracy: Anarchical,
Yet Brilliant, When
All Are Diligent
I sincerely want to thank you for your
editorial last week [September 4]. I am
disappointed that more voters do not approach elections as an employer might a
job interview. I continually remind myself that I am not electing someone to lead
me, but rather a doer who will appropriately carry out a duty to every citizen and
me.
The genius of Democracy is that the
many outside of government determine
the path of the few in power — a radical
seemingly anarchical proposition, yet
brilliant, when all involved are diligent in
their responsibilities. Our greatest moments in our short but rich history have
occurred when every man, woman and
child is drawn into participation.
Perhaps this accounts for Democracy’s
perpetuation at the direst times. I truly
hope that every voter and politician who
read your editorial will have rekindled in
them a spirit of duty in upcoming elections. Patriotism is not the sole property
of a political party, nor the right of any
individual religion, nor the birthright of
any geographical region. Patriotism is
born of the individual, who by the power
of their intellect, the fire of their spirit and
the conviction of their principles exercises one small but sacred vote for that
person they feel best suits the needs of our
times.
The right to vote in free and fair elections is shared by only 15 percent of the
Earth’s population. What a shame to waste
such a unique gift.
Timothy Boyle
Westfield

GOP Convention
Speakers Mocked
Community Organizers
Speakers at the Republican Convention mocked the role of community organizers. Does the Republican Party understand the value of such groups? Community groups run food banks and volunteer
time in health care clinics across the country. The Republicans used to believe that
community groups make up for a large
government. Now, they don’t believe in
any sort of governance. Where does that
leave America?
Robert Scardapane
Somerset

September 11 Westfield Commemoration Ceremony
The seventh anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks will be observed with a candlelight vigil on Thursday, September
11, 2008, at the September 11 Memorial site on North Avenue at East Broad Street. The commemoration ceremony will begin
at 6:30 p.m. with opening remarks from Mayor Andrew K. Skibitsky. Rev. Dr. Dee Dee Turlington of the First Baptist Church
and Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple Emanuel will offer prayers of commemoration followed by the presentation of the
ceremonial wreath by an honor guard. The ceremony will conclude with a candlelight vigil and a period of quiet reflection. In
the event of rain, the ceremony will be moved to the Westfield Town Hall, 425 East Broad Street. All are welcome.
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Malool, DePaola Comment
On Palin’s Nomination as VP
Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool, 2008 candidate for Scotch Plains
Mayor, and Mary DePaola, candidate for
township council, commented this week
on the announcement that Governor Sarah Palin of Alaska received the Republican nomination for Vice President.
Ms. Malool said, “The selection of
Sarah Palin as the Vice-Presidential candidate brings a great deal of excitement to
the race. As a working mother, I can relate
well to this candidate. My youngest daughter was born during the middle of my
attendance at law school, and shortly thereafter, I became a councilwoman and a
practicing attorney.
“I certainly appreciate the need to balance raising a young family with the
pressures of the workplace and political
life. I think Governor Palin has demonstrated that it is possible to do both at even
the highest levels of government. From
an historic perspective, it is exciting to
see the first Republican woman on a presidential ballot. Over 20 years ago, Democrat Geraldine Ferraro broke through as
the first female Vice-Presidential candidate and, more recently, Democratic Presidential contender Hilary Clinton paved
the way for this possibility.”
Republicans said if Ms. Malool wins
she would make history as the first elected
female mayor of Scotch Plains. Ms.
Malool continued, “I always try to be a
positive role model for my two daughters (ages 8 and 12) and show them that
there are limitless opportunities for a
woman. With Governor Palin’s nomination they can see for themselves that the
possibility of a woman achieving one of

the highest positions in the political arena
is within reach.”
“Women have taken some great strides
within my lifetime, both in society and in
previously male dominated professions,”
Ms. DePaola said. “Their positive impact on our world is something I emphasize when speaking to my own daughters
and sons when we discuss their futures.
My own experience as a structural engineer has been unhindered by being a
woman.”
“Governor Palin was a councilwoman
and mayor of a town before becoming
Alaska’s chief executive,” Ms. DePaola
continued. “It is encouraging and inspiring to see that her leadership skills have
been recognized on a national platform.
The Governor is only a few years older
than Nancy and me and we are thrilled
she is on the ticket. I believe that women
should be active in our government on
many levels. I actively support this
through my involvement as a director in
the Whitman Excellence in Public Service Series, a leadership program for
women who are interested in public service. On a personal level, I can appreciate the dedication of Governor Palin in
her efforts to improve her state while
being a mother to five children. Like her,
I have a large family – six children – four
daughters and two sons – and can relate
to the organizational skills required to
handle all those responsibilities.”
Ms. Malool concluded, “We also like
the fact that Palin has been an advocate
regarding environmental issues since we
have made eco-friendly policies a focal
point of our campaign.”

Palin Proved GOP Is More Concerned
With Winning Elections Than Change
One of my favorite movies is a movie
called Mystery Alaska. It is about a team
from a small Alaska town that convinces
the New York Rangers to come play them
in an exhibition game. It stars Russell
Crowe, and it really makes you feel good
about being an American.
After all, it is the small towns and
communities across our great country that
makes America what it is. Big cities be
damned, with their superfluous sophistication and intellectual pretentiousness.
Now, let me transition from a fictional
movie that makes one feel all nice and
cozy to a real-life horror show that could
very well be coming to a White House
near you.
Sarah Palin spoke [last Wednesday
night] in Minnesota. Sarah Palin, who
presently is under investigation; who has
a teenage daughter who is now pregnant;
who was last seen as a mayor of a town
slightly bigger than my high school; who
is married to someone who advocates the
secession of Alaska from the Union.
Boy, was she great. She really showed
those intellectual snobs what it really
means to be American.
We should be focusing on the fact that
our once-impeachable hold on morality
and good governance is now being questioned. We should focus on the fact that
some of our iconic brands, such as GE,
Budweiser and Merill Lynch have been
forced to seek capital infusions from foreign competitors.
In case you did not notice, a Belgian/
Brazilian company has bought out
Budweiser. If you only care about beer
and silly movies, that should at least make
you mad enough to advocate for change.
It does not matter that over the last eight
years, the Bush Administration has neglected to confront key issues such as global
warming, human rights, genocide and other
such international issues. It does not matter
that the Bush Administration has regulated
our Constitution to a mere advisory role.
In her speech, Sarah Palin, Governor of
a state of 600,000, chose to throw left
hooks at Barack Obama by sensationalizing key issues and simplifying the real
problems we now face as a nation, while
simultaneously mocking Obama for appealing to our better nature and challenging us to make a difference.
I thought her performance, in a word,
was disgusting.
Her rancorous speech may have played
well to certain voting demographics, but
it did not exhibit the professorial approach that is necessary in solving the
problems that this country faces.
Folks, let’s be honest; the issues at

stake are too high, the consequences too
great to succumb to such blatant pandering. Comments like “I was the mayor of a
town, which is kind of like being a community organizer, but with responsibility” are cute and funny and make people
who want their leaders to “be just like
me” all warm and fuzzy inside.
I challenge the readers of this article to
give me one legitimate reason why she
should be second in command to a 72year-old with a history of cancer. What
people have got to realize is that the rest
of the world has to believe in us again, and
they won’t with a McCain–Palin ticket.
Palin, if nothing else, proved that the
Republican Party still chooses to care
more about winning elections than accomplishing meaningful change. Hopefully the American people have gotten
that out of their system, or have they?
Andrew Regenstreich
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Sarah, Get Your Gun!
Last week’s treatment of Sarah Palin
has been an appalling display of sexism
and elitism. But the hatchet men are in
for a rude awakening.
The attacks over the past few days
come down to two things:
First, Sarah Palin is supposedly out
of her depth. She’s only been in high
office for two years, age 44, and has no
foreign policy or national security experience. They say she’s not ready for
the big game.
Second, they imply she’s a bad
mother. She has a Down Syndrome
baby, and her 17-year-old daughter soon
will have a baby as well. Some are
saying that a fit mother wouldn’t take
on a job like this under these circumstances.
This is rank sexism, and dripping
with condescension.
Would anyone dare ask these questions if the candidate were a man? Evidently not because they haven’t with
Barack Obama. The freshman Senator
has only four years in office and half
that campaigning for President, so really only two years foreign policy experience and has never handled national
security. He has young children, but no
one’s suggesting he’d be a bad father.
The comparison is worse when you
consider their experience and their jobs.
She runs a state several hundred times
bigger than Joe Biden’s Delaware and
has roughly as many constituents as
Biden. And while Obama and Biden
talk for a living, Governor Palin daily
makes dozens of decisions and is commander-in-chief of the fiercely-independent Alaska National Guard.
In addition, Palin’s a NRA (National
Rifle Association) member and hunter.
Barack Obama has never hunted wild
game or field-dressed an animal.
Frankly, Barack Obama should not
welcome a comparison with Sarah Palin
as to who is more rugged.
Conveniently lost in this male condescension of an “uppity” woman who
refuses to know her place is that she’s a
candidate for Vice President, not resident. The President is the Commander
in Chief, sets the government budget
and makes appointments. The Vice
President breaks tie votes in the Senate
and advises the President. That being
the case, I want to ask all these men who
have trouble with Governor Palin one
question:
Explain to me how Barack Obama
can be qualified for President if someone with at least as much, if not more,
experience is unqualified for Vice President?
Their answer, I suspect, is that Barack
is a man, Sarah is a woman. Therefore

with equal or less experience, he can be
President while she can’t even be Vice
President. Any woman who claims to
support equality for women, but doesn’t
fume in rage at this, is a hypocrite.
I know something about unspoken
sexism. When I graduated from law
school in 1974 there weren’t many
woman lawyers and it was still considered a man’s job. I was the first partner
in the, then, 50-year history of the major California law firm where I worked.
When I joined the NRA, some expressed
surprise because it was thought of as a
man’s organization. When I was elected
to the NRA board of directors, it happened again. And when I was elected
president of the NRA some male jaws
dropped, while women nodded in knowing approval.
During my tenure as NRA president,
there were a few male advisors who
tried to coax me into ridiculous speeches
in settings that underutilized me because even then, they didn’t consider
me up to certain tasks. Never mind that
I was a graduate of Harvard Law School
and an honors graduate of Stanford, or
that I had a resume a mile long. I was a
woman, and so a man would be better
suited to be where the hottest battles
were being fought.
I went ahead and did those things
anyway. I never fumbled the ball, I
never faltered, and when I concluded
my term of office, I left on a high note.
I look to Governor Sarah Palin as
someone who can do that on a much
higher level on the national stage. This
tough Western woman refuses to take a
back seat. This woman who knows how
to look down the barrel of a gun and gut
an animal in the wilderness is not afraid
that she’ll break her nail when she
punches some deserving opponent right
between the eyes in a political brawl.
She’s demonstrated that grit and determination in pummeling the former Republican governor out of office, felling
the former Alaska attorney general, and
dispatching the former Alaska GOP
chairman. Do you think those men rolled
over? Do you think they graciously conceded? No, they fought her tooth and
nail, and she beat them into the ground.
The sexist commentators denigrating her right now are destined for the
same fate. Watch out, boys. This girl’s
gonna get ya!
Sandy Froman
San Francisco, Calif.
Publisher’s Note: Sandy Froman is the
former president of the National Rifle
Association, a practicing attorney, a law
professor and an Arizona delegate to the
Republican National Convention.
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McCain Showed Lack of Judgment
In Picking Palin as Vice President
I, like many, watched Sarah Palin’s
speech [last Wednesday night]. It was a
well-written speech, and she communicated extremely well with great presence.
Now I understand that her speech was
written by a Bush speechwriter, and she’s
a former TV sports announcer. Hum. I
tried watching a tape of one of her shows,
but it was just pulled off the Internet.
Hum.
She said she wants to shake up Washington, yet she used a Bush speechwriter.
She did tell us she was a pit-bull. Sounds
like our current Vice President. How is
this change?
America does not need a leader who
has Governor Palin’s extreme positions
(which are well-documented). She has
been quoted as saying that the war in Iraq
is “God’s task.”

You would assume, listening to the
speeches made at the Republican National Convention, that it was some other
party in charge that brought us to this
(most unsatisfactory) state of affairs in
Washington.
Let’s remember, it’s the Republican
Party that has controlled Congress for
many years (six out of the last almost
eight years), and it’s been a Republican
administration in control for close to eight
years.
Also it would seem, at least from what’s
known to date about Sarah Palin, that
she’s very much a clone of our current
President Bush (in terms of her views on
the important issues of the day) except
being far more charismatic.

“Back to School” Prayer
in the Church’s parking lot
at 6:00am on 9/13.
Come all and pray for our students,
teachers and administrators.
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Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net
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With a stroke, speed is everything.

Nationally-designated Primary Stroke Centers —
Morristown Memorial Hospital and Overlook Hospital.
How quickly and effectively you’re treated after a stroke is critical. Our New Jersey
designated Comprehensive Stroke Centers have been recognized for excellence by
the American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association.
As leaders in stroke care, we are the first hospitals in the state using The Penumbra
SystemTM, and among the few using the Merci®Retriever — minimally invasive tools
offering more options to our patients, maximizing recoveries.

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com
Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

It is our very real responsibility to
listen carefully to all of the candidates as
they express their views in the upcoming
debates and to do a bit of our own investigation about each of the candidates. But
be careful about what you find on the
Web and the political spam you receive
via e-mail.
Let’s not be swept away by the many
promises and appealing rhetoric from both
sides. Both sides say that they are for
change. We shouldn’t be afraid of real
change. But we must be sure which candidate will actually be bringing it to Washington and our nation and that the change
is real and benefits our country as a whole.
Bob Chironna
Westfield

will have their 4th annual

.O EXTRA CHARGE

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

Linda Laird
Westfield

Warren Temple Church of the Living God
329 Evelyn Street,
Scotch Plains, NJ
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JON BRAMNICK

She believes creationism should be
taught in school. She opposes abortion
even in the cases of rape and incest.
We need leaders who can bring our
people together to solve our problems and
regain our greatness, not further divide
our country. Sarah Palin is an engaging
personality with a tough streak, but not
what America needs as a Vice President.
As I witnessed in an interview a month
ago, she did not even know what the Vice
President’s responsibilities (such as leading the Senate) were.
She is not qualified to be our Vice
President. Senator [John] McCain displayed his maverick streak, and his lack of
judgment, in selecting her to be his running mate.

Real Change That Benefits America As
A Whole Is Needed in Washington

#AR INSURANCE WITH

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

Page 5

When a stroke occurs, our highly-trained stroke teams are here to treat it as
quickly as possible.
For a referral to a neurologist, call 866-581-4630. For more information or to sign
up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.
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Library to Welcome Back
Klezmer-Bluegrass Group
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will host a special
concert by Margo Leverett and the
Klezmer Mountain Boys on Wednesday, September 17, at 7 p.m.
Back by popular demand, they will
perform their blend of klezmer (the
Eastern European music traditionally played at Jewish weddings) and
bluegrass at the library, located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
This concert is in support of a current, five-part reading and discussion
series taking place at the library called
“Let’s Talk About It: Jewish Literature – Identity and Imagination.”
Classically trained at the Indiana
University School of Music, klezmer
clarinetist Margot Leverett has joined
forces with today’s stars of klezmer
and bluegrass to explore the shared
musical spirit of the two genres.
The group also features Scotch
Plains resident Barry Mitterhoff on
mandolin, Marty Confurius on bass
and Joe Selly on guitar.
A leading figure in both klezmer
and bluegrass music, Mr. Mitterhoff
has appeared in venues from Carnegie
Hall to the White House, as well as
bluegrass festivals across the United
States and Canada. He currently is
touring with the rock band Hot Tuna.
Mr. Confurius has appeared with
virtually all the top people in both
bluegrass and klezmer music. Mr.

Author Brad Meltzer Plans
Talk at Westfield Library

Selly also has performed with various music luminaries and toured nationally with the Lombardo Orchestra. He is a performer and instructor
in bluegrass, jazz and swing.
The Friends of the Fanwood Memorial Library will sponsor this
event. Admission is free but registration is suggested. For more information and to register, call the library at (908) 322-6400. To learn
more about Margot Leverett and the
Klezmer Mountain Boys, visit
klezmermountainboys.com.

Overdecks Welcome
Son, William Gilbert
John and Laura Overdeck of Short
Hills have announced the birth of
their son, William Gilbert Overdeck,
on Monday, August 18, at 4:25 p.m.
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
William weighed 8 pounds and 4
ounces and measured 21½ inches in
length at birth.
He joins his siblings, Katherine,
age 5, and Andrew, age 3.
The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Gilbert and Emily Bilodeau of
Westfield.
William’s paternal grandparents are
Dr. John M. Overdeck of Columbia,
Md. and the late Betsey Lombard
Overdeck.

FEELING THE MUSIC…Margot Leverette and the Klezmer Mountain Boys,
pictured above, will perform their klezmer-bluegrass music during a return
engagement at the Fanwood Memorial Library on Wednesday, September 17, at
7 p.m. This concert is free but registration is suggested. To register, call the library
at (908) 322-6400. The library is located at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Ms. Jennifer Bradley McCullam and Jeffrey William Nash

Ms. Jennifer B. McCullam
To Wed Jeffrey W. Nash
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. McCullam,
Jr. of Westfield have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Jennifer Bradley McCullam of New
York City, to Jeffrey William Nash,
also of New York City. He is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. William Nash of
Liverpool, N.Y.
A 1996 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from
the University of Richmond in Virginia in 2000. She currently is employed as a communications manager at Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver
& Jacobson LLP in New York City.
Her fiancé graduated from CiceroNorth Syracuse High School in
Cicero, N.Y. in 1991. He received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Journalism from Syracuse University in
New York in 1995 and a master’s
degree in education from Mercy College in New York in 2005. The future
bridegroom currently is employed as
an assistant managing editor at
FinancialWeek in New York City.
The bride-elect’s mother, a lifelong resident of Westfield, also graduated from Westfield High School. Ms.
McCullam is the granddaughter of
Mrs. C. Richard Waterhouse and the
late C. Richard Waterhouse, Jr., formerly of Westfield, and of Mrs. Robert G. McCullam and the late Robert

G. McCullam, formerly of New Providence.
The wedding will take place in
May 2009 in Bay Head, with the
reception to be held in Red Bank. The
couple will reside in New York City.

Ice Skating Fundraiser
To Benefit Girl Scouts
MOUNTAINSIDE
–
The
Mountainside Service Unit of the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Council
will hold a “Family Community Ice
Skating” event on Sunday, September
21, at the Union Sports Arena in Union.
The Mountainside scouts have reserved the ice from 3:30 to 5:15 p.m.
for their unit’s fundraising activity,
which also will feature a “Wacky Lids”
contest. Attendees are invited to wear
their craziest hat or helmet for the
chance to win a prize.
The cost is $8 per person, or $30
maximum per family (immediate family members only). Skate rental is
available at $3 per pair. Reservation
forms may be obtained at the
Mountainside Borough Hall Recreation Office, Mountainside Public Library, Mountainside’s Beechwood
and Deerfield Schools or at
mountainsidegirlscouts.com/
forms.htm. For more details, call
Carol Goggi at (908) 789-9420.

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
September 2008 Events

at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM

Please note corrected hours for Saturday. They are listed below.

340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM
Closed Sundays (last day 9/14/08)
Sundays 1:00 to 5 PM (as of 9/21/08)
ADULT PROGRAMS

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

September 8
September 10
September 10
September 12
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 23
September 23
September 26

7:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
1:30 pm
7:00 pm
1:30 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
10:30 am
1:30 pm

Computer Class: Microsoft Word for Beginners
Computer Class: Genealogy on the Internet
Lecture-Highlights of the Newark Museum
TGIF! Shirley Temple
Computer Class: Adv. Microsoft Word w/Graphics
TGIF! F. Scott Fitzgerald
An Evening with Best Selling Author Brad Meltzer
Computer Class: Setting up an Email Account
Computer Class: Email Basics
TGIF! Classic Movie: “The Fabulous Dorseys”

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed
financial circumstances, residence removal

WESTFIELD – Bestselling author and Bobby,” about two young brothBrad Meltzer will speak on
ers, one of whom will grow
Saturday, September 20, at 7
up to be president. He also
p.m. at the Westfield Memoauthored the comic book
rial Library. Mr. Meltzer has
“Identity Crisis,” a murder
written “The Tenth Justice,”
mystery with Superman,
“Dead Even,” “The First
Batman and Wonder Woman.
Counsel,” “The Millionaires”
His books have totaled aland “The Zero Game.”
most six million copies in
Those attending will reprint, have spent more than
ceive a free copy of his latest
eight months on the bestseller
book, “The Book of Lies,” to Brad Meltzer lists and have been translated
be released this month.
into over a dozen languages, from
Raised in Brooklyn, N.Y. and Mi- Hebrew to Bulgarian.
ami, Fla., Mr. Meltzer is a graduate of
“The Book of Lies” is about the
the University of Michigan and Co- missing murder weapon Cain used to
lumbia Law School. In addition to kill Abel, as well as the unsolved
being an author, he is one of the co- murder of Superman creator Jerry
creators of the television show “Jack Siegel’s father, Mitchell Siegel. Mr.
Meltzer interviewed Jerry Siegel’s
Remembrance of 9/11 family about the murder.
Registration for this program is onScheduled For Tonight going and is open to Westfield MeWESTFIELD – The Town of morial Library cardholders only. To
Westfield will observe the seventh register, visit the library’s website,
anniversary of the September 11th wmlnj.org, and click on Calendars,
terrorist attacks today with a candle- or call (908) 789-4090, extension no.
light vigil at the September 11th 4112. For more information, call (908)
Memorial site on North Avenue at 789-4090, access wmlnj.org or visit
the library at 550 East Broad Street
East Broad Street. All are welcome.
The commemoration ceremony will for a copy of its quarterly newsletter.
begin at 6:30 p.m. with opening remarks from Mayor Andrew Skibitsky.
CROP Walk Meeting
The Reverend Dr. Dee Dee Turlington
On Tap This Sunday
of the First Baptist Church and Rabbi
Douglas Sagal of Temple Emanu-El
FANWOOD – A kickoff meeting
will offer prayers of commemoration, for the 2008 CROP Walk in Fanwoodto be followed by the presentation of a Scotch Plains will take place this Sunceremonial wreath by an honor guard. day, September 14, at 2 p.m. in the
The ceremony will conclude with dining room of the Fanwood Presbya candlelight vigil and a period of terian Church. Attendees are asked to
quiet reflection. In the event of rain, enter from Marian Avenue or
the ceremony will be moved to the McDermott Place.
Westfield Municipal Building, loThe walk is scheduled for Sunday,
cated at 425 East Broad Street.
October 19, at 2 p.m. It will start and
conclude at the Fanwood PresbyteLibrary Invites Adults rian Church, located at the corner of
Martine and Marian Avenues.
To Be ‘Teens’ For Day
CROP (Communities Responding
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch to Overcome Poverty) Walks are held
Plains Public Library is inviting adults to raise awareness of and funds to
to experience teen library activities on combat hunger and the lack of clean
Wednesday, September 24, from 3 to and accessible drinking water locally
4:30 p.m. Participants will have the and worldwide.
opportunity to make a craft, try the
All houses of worship and organilibrary’s new Nintendo® Wii™ sys- zations interested in participating in
tem and see some of the resources for the walk are asked to send representeens. Pre-registration is required.
tatives to the meeting. Materials for
All programs at the library are free the walk will be available at that time.
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Last year, Fanwood and Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Plains raised more than $15,000 for
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park CROP and Church World Service, an
Avenue in the center of the township. ecumenical, interfaith organization
For more information, to register or that oversees CROP Walk funds.
to get directions, call the library at Fanwood and Scotch Plains received
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204, back 25 percent, or over $4000, for
or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
local assistance.

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

SEPTEMBER SAVINGS
N O
50% OFF
EW

RDERS TO

Event Savings
D.R. DIMES

from New Jersey, visitation modifications
and transfers of custody.
Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist
for over 25 years

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
September 22
September 23
September 24
September 24
September 25
September 26
September 26
September 29
September 30

10:00 am
1:30 pm
10:00 am
3:45 pm
10:00 am
10:00 am
3:45 pm
10:00 am
1:30 pm

Toddler Time
Preschool Storytime
Preschool Storytime
Readers’ Theatre
Babies Love Lapsit
Tots Storytime
Big Kids’ Storytime
Toddler Time
Preschool Storytime

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Department staffed with four additional attorneys
with experience offered at lower hourly rates
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

45-50% Off
STATTON
Holiday Delivery Still
Available for Most New Orders!

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

D.R. Dimes Event September 18th, 3 to 8PM

908-272-0200

Meet Doug Dimes - Door Prize Drawing!

www.dughihewit.com

45-50% Off
HENKEL HARRIS

MANY STYLES IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
20 Stirling Road • Watchung, New Jersey 07069 • 908-756-7623
valleyfurnitureshop.com Mon-Sat 10-5:30 Thurs ‘til 9 Sun 1-5
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Presbyterian Church Invites
All to Rally Day on Sunday

We Recall September 11th
In Public and Private Ways
By RABBI DOUGLAS SAGAL

A few years ago a friend who had
lost a loved one on September 11,
2001 said something to me that I have
struggled with ever since.
He said to me that the public commemorations of 9\11 were becoming
harder and harder for him to bear. For
him and his family, September 11th
marked the day when they remembered the loss of a loved one. However, because that day was also a national tragedy, reminders of that loss
were everywhere. In every direction
that he looked, from the television to
the newspapers to the public square,
there was yet another reminder of his
pain. “Can’t I and my family be alone
with our grief, and mourn as we wish,
without being subjected to the constant reminders of that day?” he asked.
I understand this man’s dilemma
and pain. September 11th is a day
when many of our neighbors are
mourning loved ones – fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, spouses, nephews, nieces and friends. Yet we as a
nation are also in mourning this day,
and rightly so. I know that many who

lost loved ones are comforted by the
public displays of mourning, and there
are those, like my friend, who would
prefer to be allowed to mourn as
others do, within the privacy of their
circle of family and friends.
I have no answer to my friend’s
dilemma. His need for privacy and
the desire to mourn alone with his
family is legitimate, and so is the
national need to come together to
remember and reflect.
Perhaps the best we can do is to
remember that September 11th, while a
tragedy that affected us all, affected
each of us in different ways. For some,
it was the day we lost our sense of
national security and protection. For
some, it was a day when we barely
survived with our lives. For some, it
was the day when we suffered the ultimate loss of a loved one. Respectful
recognition that September 11th means
different things to different people is
the first step towards peace for us all.
*******
Rabbi Sagal is senior rabbi at
Temple Emanu-El, located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Meeting on Girl Scouting
To Be Held September 16
SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Community
of Girl Scouts will hold an informational meeting for parents and girls
interested in joining the Girl Scouts
on Tuesday, September 16, at 7 p.m.
It will take place in the cafeteria of
Terrill Middle School, located at 1301
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.
Registration forms will be available at the meeting. A $10 fee also
will be collected for each registration; checks are preferred.
Kindergarten and first-grade girls
can join Daisy Girl Scouts, where
they are introduced to the values in
the Girl Scout Promise and Law and
are encouraged to question, explore,
understand and become an active
member of the world around them.
Fanwood-Scotch Plains is home to
more than 900 Girl Scouts from kindergarten through high school. To
form new troops, especially at the
Daisy level, adult volunteers are
needed to serve as leaders, co-leaders
and assistants. Free training is provided for all adult volunteers, and
ongoing support is available.
“The traditional leader is the
mother of a troop member, but we

have had many others,” said Service
Unit Manager Julie Murphy. “Fathers, grandmothers, aunts, even
people unrelated to troop members,
such as retirees or recent college
graduates, who want to serve the
community.”
Volunteers also are needed to help
with short-term projects at the community level, such as fun events, badge
workshops and cookie sales. Additionally, Girl Scouts are always seeking guest speakers, ranging from senior citizens to executives to homemakers, to share their experiences.
Girl Scout badges include interests
from aviation to zoology.
Fanwood-Scotch Plains is part
of the new Girl Scouts Heart of
New Jersey Council, which covers
seven counties across central New
Jersey.
Information
about
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Girl Scouts
is available by calling Julie Murphy
at (908) 322-7963 or visiting
fanwoodscotchplainsgs.org.
For information on Girl Scouts elsewhere in Union County, call the
Westfield Service Center at (908) 2323236 or access westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.

TEAM GREEN…Area young people join Youth Minister Suleima Rosario, far
right, for the “Youth in Action” program of the First Baptist Church of Westfield.
From August 18 to 22, they studied the value of “go green” activities and
undertook multiple eco-friendly service projects, including a nature conservation
project for Union County Parks, pictured above. The youth weeded and spread
mulch on a path around Milton Lake in Rahway.

Willow Grove Highlights
Calendar of Activities
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church has announced the dates for various upcoming activities, beginning with its annual picnic this Sunday, September
14, at 3 p.m. at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood. Food and beverages will
be provided. All are welcome.
World Communion Peacemaking
Sunday will be observed on October
5 at 10 a.m., Willow Grove’s new
worship time. It embodies the celebration of all peoples with the benediction being said in different languages and the offering of breads
from around the world.
The Blessing of Animals will take
place on Sunday, October 12, at 4
p.m. in the Willow Grove Church
parking lot.
Willow Grove will help fight hunger by taking part in the Sunday,
October 19 CROP Walk beginning at
1 p.m. Participants will meet at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
The Knit Together Prayer Shawl
ministry will continue to meet on
Mondays at 7 p.m.
The Reverend Cynthia CochranCarney, pastor of Willow Grove, will
lead a Bible Study on the topic “Who
Do you Say that I Am: Names of Jesus
in the Gospels” on Thursdays at 10
a.m. Additionally, area residents are
invited to attend the church’s weekly
Bible Study, which is held Tuesdays at
11 a.m. at The Chelsea at Fanwood,
located at 295 South Avenue.
Details on the Fall Festival celebration will be forthcoming. For more

information about Willow Grove, call
the church office at (908) 232-5678, email office@willowgrovechurch.org
or visit the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org.
The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
across the street from the Scotch
Plains Southside Firehouse and near
the corner of South Martine Avenue. All its facilities are handicapaccessible.

Junior Women to Hold
Wine and Cheese Event
WESTFIELD – The Junior
Women’s Club of Westfield will hold
a Wine and Cheese party on Thursday, September 25, at 8 p.m. Guests
will have an opportunity to meet with
current and prospective members and
learn about the club’s activities.
A non-profit organization, the club
functions solely for charitable, educational and service purposes. Its efforts include scholarship award programs; monthly donations to families
in need; clothing drives; volunteering
with local charities, and fundraisers
to benefit organizations such as NJ
SEEDS (Scholars, Educators, Excellence, Dedication, Success) and
Children’s Specialized Hospital.
Members are as active as they
choose to be, and all women between the ages of 18 and 40 are
welcome. For more information, call
Danielle Bracco, first vice president,
at (908) 389-0949.

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will hold its annual Rally Day on Sunday, September 14, from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. and
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. on the
front lawn of the church. The public
is welcome to attend.
The Olympics will be the theme of
this year’s Rally Day, and everyone
is invited to wear their favorite red,
white and blue attire. In the event of
rain, the festivities will move into
the Assembly Hall of the Parish
House. The church is located at 140
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
A buffet breakfast, including eggs,
bacon, sausage and rolls, is scheduled for the early event; an ice cream
social is planned for the gathering
after the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
Other highlights will include Olympic-style games for children, music
and information about all the activities planned for the coming year.
Rally Day serves as an opportunity to welcome everyone back after
the summer break and to kick off the
new season of church activities.

Commission and committee members will be on hand to explain what
their groups do.
Attendees will have the opportunity to sign up for the many activities
scheduled for the remainder of the
year and into 2009. Rally Day also
offers participants the chance to meet
and greet other members of the congregation as well as visitors and
guests.
For more information, call the
church office at (908) 233-0301 or
visit westfieldpc.org.

Library to Remember
9/11 With Films Today
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library today will honor the
victims, heroes and families by hosting “September 11 Remembrance:
New York at the Movies.” Four films
will be screened featuring New York
City as their heart and soul.
The Guys (11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.) is
about a fire captain and the editor
who helps him prepare eulogies for
men he lost in the World Trade Center collapse; One Fine Day (1:30 to
3:15 p.m.) is a New York City love
story. Ghostbusters (3:30 to 5:30
p.m.) is a comedy/action flick about
the paranormal and 25th Hour (6 to
8:30 p.m.) is Spike Lee’s homage to
post-9/11 Manhattan.
All are welcome to bring lunch,
dinner or a snack, and popcorn will
be provided. The library is located at
North Avenue and Tillotson Road.
For more details, call the library at
(908) 322-6400.

Single Jewish Friends
Plan Lunch Outing
AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and
Eat Lunch on Sunday, September 21,
at noon at Jack Cooper’s Celebrity
Deli, located at 1199 Amboy Avenue
(in the Tano Mall) in Edison.
The cost is $3 plus the price of a
meal off the menu and tip. Interested
persons are asked to respond by calling Roberta at (908) 668-8450.

‘SHIELDING’ SOLDIERS…Ten members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield
recently participated in the Salvation Army’s Operation Red Shield, during
which they helped to fill several thousand deployment kits for soldiers headed to
the Middle East that contained personal care items, some of which they donated.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Carol Russ, Cindy Neivert, Lucille Weiss,
Barbara McCarthy and a fellow volunteer.
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Fall Semester Starts September 22
Many New Classes!
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Look for our catalog in your mailbox, local libraries, train stations, or
online on our website. Register by mail or in person at Westfield High School
Monday evenings during semester
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History, Politics & Philosophy
Personal Organization
Music & Performing Arts
SAT 3UHS 'ULYHU¶V(G
Travelogues & Trips
Writing & Publishing
Mahjong and Bridge
First Aid & CPR
«««DQGPRUH

Computing & Digital Photography
Creative Arts & Crafts
Culinary Arts & Nutrition
Dance & Fitness
Finance, Business & Legal Issues
Personal Growth, Health & Safety
Home Improvement
Languages
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Many Classes Held Monday Evenings at Westfield High School
Class lengths from 1 to 8 weeks, start dates vary
Visit our NEW website at www.westfieldadultschool.com
For complete class list and registration information or call 908-232-4050

HOW DO YOU GET THE SLEEP YOU DESERVE?



MATTRESS FACTORY


TRUST | QUALITY | FULL SERVICE | LUXURY & VALUE

THE



35 South Avenue Fanwood, NJ | 908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ | 973-428-0511
(Closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 • Thurs 10-8 • Sat 10-5 • Sun 12-5

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death
Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

Our Latex mattress provides you
with up to 33% more pressure
relief than conventional or
memory foam bedding.
A surface that is Hypo-Allergenic,
environmentally friendly.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

A breathable mattress that
dispenses body heat, you sleep
cooler.
Our Nirvana collection is the
highest quality & quantity of
latex. No turning or ﬂipping.

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation
G84353

“We created the Nirvana Latex
collection & each mattress is
hand made on the premises. This
is the ultimate sleep environment.”
Rick Shovlin & Ron Shovlin
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908-233-5800
www.franksmithlaw.com
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WF Life Scout Organizes
Brightwood Park Cleanup
WESTFIELD – As part of his Eagle
Scout Project, Nick Roth, a Life Scout
from Boy Scout Troop 77 out of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, is organizing a cleanup of Westfield’s
Brightwood Park on Saturday, October 4, from 8 a.m. to noon. The rain
date is October 26.
Eagle Scout is the highest rank of
the Boy Scouts. A major requirement
of the rank is the completion of an
Eagle Service Project, which needs
to show leadership and help to the
community.
Brightwood Park, located off Prospect Street, was established by Noel
Taylor to be a permanent natural habitat in an urban environment.
Once the cleanup is completed,
Roth also plans to add a small picnic

Scotch Plains Alumni
Meet on September 16
SCOTCH PLAINS – The first
meeting of the new school year for
the Scotch Plains Alumni Association will be held on Tuesday, September 16 at 7:30 p.m. in room 101
at the high school.
The program, “Memorabilia
Night,” will have alums reminiscing while looking at the many sports,
club and graduation photos from
past and present students.
Refreshments will be served. For
more information, call (908) 2321468.

WESTFIELD’S MRS.
NEW JERSEY LANDS
ANOTHER TV ROLE
Paid Bulletin Board

THE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

area complete with tables and benches
to give the park’s visitors a place to sit
and enjoy the scenery or have a picnic
in the forest.
Nick is looking for groups or individuals who are interested in participating in this cleanup endeavor. Work
during this project can count towards
service hours needed for both Girl
Scout and Boy Scout ranks, as well as
religious endeavors.
For more information, or to indicate
interest in participating or contributing supplies, call (908) 232-4118 or email rotheagleproject@yahoo.com.

Two Students Make
Vand. Dean’s List
AREA – Students from Scotch
Plains and Westfield were named to
Vanderbilt University’s Dean’s List
for the spring 2008 semester.
Grant Darwin of Scotch Plains is
currently enrolled in the College of
Arts and Science. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Gary Darwin.
Michael Alexander Yee, a graduate
of Westfield High School, is also enrolled in the College of Arts and Science at Vanderbilt. He is the son of Dr.
G. Yee and Dr. L. Tosiello.
To qualify for the Dean’s List, students must receive grades equivalent
to a 3.5 on a 4.0 scale for the semester.

Checchio Earns Dean’s
List Placement at Loyola
WESTFIELD – Brian Checchio of
Westfield earned placement on the
Loyola College in Maryland Dean’s
List as a freshman for the 2007-2008
school year. Brian is the son of Sue
and John Checchio of Westfield.

Sherryl Pascal, Mrs. New Jersey
American Beauty 2008 will be
appearing on the ABC TV show
“ U g l y
Betty” this
fall. In fact,
the series is
so pleased
with her,
Sherryl is
contemplating
t
h
e
Sherryl Pascal & opportunity
Vanessa Williams of becoming
a regular on
the show. Not an easy decision after
receiving a call from “Lipstick
Jungle” wanting her back as well.
For now, Sherryl plans to
continue to make appearances on
both shows. She is currently
shooting on the second season of
“Lipstick Jungle”. Fortunately the
Mrs. American Beauty Pageant has
been rescheduled for this November
giving Sherryl an extra few months
to enjoy her title as well as prepare
for this national competition. Sherryl
is so committed to her work with
New Jersey Ballet and educating
those about dyslexia and other
learning differences. As a two-time
thyroid cancer survivor, she reminds
us that September is thyroid cancer
awareness month.
For information on supporting
or donating to thyroid cancer
charities, you can log on to her
website at www.sherrylpascal.com

WHS Through The Eyes of a Junior
By ALEXA ZEPKA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BUDDY SYSTEM…The Franklin PTO Welcome Committee recently held its
annual potluck dinner to welcome new families to Franklin School in Westfield. It
pairs new students with current Franklin students so they will recognize at least one
familiar friendly face on the first day of school. The “buddy” system also links parents
to help answer any questions new families may have as they make the transition.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Caroline Maher, Ceci Fountain-Jardim, Meredith
Luerssen and Drew Ferriss working the sign-in table.

BK Names SPFHS Student
Lisa Campbell a Scholar
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Have it
Your Way Foundation has announced
that it has awarded $806,000 in scholarships as part of the eighth annual
Burger King Scholars Program.
Twenty-one high school seniors
in New Jersey, including one from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS), have received
$1,000 scholarship awards in recognition of their outstanding academic achievement, along with
other academic and community involvement criteria.
Lisa Campbell, a student at SPFHS

reams
D
begin here . . .

received a scholarship award.
“Through the Burger King Scholars Program, which was created in
memory of Burger King founder
James W. McLamore, Burger King
Corporation and franchisees have
awarded a total of 11,776 scholarships representing more than $11.7
million since the year 2000.
“The Burger King System is proud
to be able to help jumpstart students’
futures by providing financial support to continue their education,” said
Ivette Diaz, Have it Your Way
Foundation’s executive director.
Scholarship awards are intended to
help graduates offset the cost of attending college or a post-secondary
vocational/technical school.
Graduating seniors throughout the
United States, Puerto Rico and
Canada are eligible for the scholarships. Scholar recipients are selected
based on their grade point average,
work experience, financial need, cocurricular activities and community
service.
For more information on the program, visit bk.com/scholars or call
(305) 378-3186.

Casino Night to Raise
Center For Hope Funds

44 South Martine Ave., Fanwood
908-322-2207
Tues. thru Sat. 9:30-5:30pm. Closed Mon.

Bathroom & Kitchen
Design Showroom

WESTFIELD – The Women’s Auxiliary of the Center For Hope will
sponsor a Casino Night on Monday,
September 22, at 16 Prospect Wine
Bar and Bistro, located at 16 Prospect
Street in Westfield. Doors will open
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $100 per person
and entitle guests to a buffet, open bar
and $50 of play money.
Prizes will be merchandise certificates awarded at the end of the
evening. Certificates are in the
amounts of $1,000, $750, $500, $250
and $100. For tickets, call Monica
Bergin at (908) 233-2757 or Diane
Smith at (908) 889-7780. All proceeds will benefit the Center For Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care.

183 Millburn Ave., Millburn
973-467-7888
Open Daily 9:30-5:30pm, Sat. 10:30-4pm

Appointments Suggested

www.thebathconnection.com

2008 Marks 5th Annual Trinitas Hospital Health Expo
“The Power of Healing” offers activities for adults and children
ELIZABETH, NJ – Saturday,
September 20, 2008, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
is the date and time for the fifth annual
Trinitas Hospital being held again at
Mother Seton Regional High School
in Clark, New Jersey. Open to the
public, the free event will take place
in the cafeteria located near the rear
entrance of the high school on Valley
Road near the Garden State Parkway.
Designed as an outreach effort to
share health care information with the
community, “The Power of Healing”
Health Expo will feature health
screenings, analyses and evaluations
geared for adults, seniors and children.
Numerous departments and programs
at Trinitas Hospital will present
information to the community to
showcase the range of services the
hospital offers. Outside agencies and
health care service providers will also
participate by providing information
during the event.
Those who attend the event will
have opportunities to undergo a wide
range of health screenings including,
body fat analysis, blood pressure,
blood sugar (glucose), cholesterol and
sleep disorder screenings, and
pulmonary function testing. In
addition, Trinitas Hospital pharmacists
will be available to answer questions
about prescription medications. Those
who are interested in speaking with a

pharmacist are urged to bring a list of
their current medications/dosages with
them. Among the activities for children
will be those on child safety, the
dangers of lead poisoning, and
evaluation of growth and development
patterns such as gross motor skills.
As we prepare to introduce the
hospital’s services and Centers of
Excellence under the new identity of
Trinitas Regional Medical Center in
the Fall, this year’s location will again
help us to promote our services to
Union County communities beyond
Elizabeth,” said Sr. Marion Scranton,
SC, Director of Community
Initiatives. “Although Trinitas is a vital
part of the state’s fourth largest city as
its only hospital, Trinitas has truly
become a regional provider of
innovative health care from cancer
treatment and cardio health, to renal
care and wound care. We believe that
this year’s Health Expo will give us
an opportunity to inform many people
who live outside of Elizabeth that
Trinitas offers quality service, employs
highly-qualified physicians and other
medical professionals, and specializes
in care that focuses on the mind, body
and spirit.”
Mother Seton Regional High
School is located in Clark, New Jersey,
near the intersection of Valley Road
and Walnut Ave., not far from Garden

UNLIMITED COMMUNICATIONS
305 South Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

GRAND RE-OPENING
OUR 8TH YEAR IN WESTFIELD

Blackberry Pearl

9999

$

AFTER REBATE

$149.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN-REBATE WITH
NEW 2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN OF $79.99

Voyager

14999

$
Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for $59.99 BroadbandAccess Plan). IMPORTANT
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate
form and credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee. V CAST and VZ
Navigator: Add’l charges req’d. V CAST Music and Song ID: V CAST Music
phone, airtime and per song charges req’d. Offers and coverage, varying by
service, and handset, not available everywhere. [Offer valid until July 31,
2008 while supplies last and only on any new 2 year activation.] Network
details and coverage maps at vzw.com. Offers & coverage, varying by service,
not available everywhere. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply.
[Rebate takes up to 6 wks.] 2008 Verizon Wireless

Catholic High School Admissions Exam
COOP Exam for September 2009 entrance
Friday, November 7, 2008
Don’t miss out on the opportunity of a lifetime for your
current eighth grader.
Starting September 2, download an application at www.coopexam.org/
or visit any of our schools to pick up an application.
For more information regarding the
exam contact:

Cooperative Admissions Examination Office
8:30 am – 8:30 pm Monday-Friday
(888) 921-COOP, (888) 921-2667
support@coopexam.org
or call Br. Ralph Darmento (973) 497-4260.
The Catholic High Schools in the Archdiocese of Newark
www.rcan.org/schools

PAID BULLETIN BOARD

The schools of the Archdiocese of Newark admit students of any race, color, national, or ethnic origin.

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-654-6440

FREE AIR CARD
After Rebate
with new 2 Year
Activation

State Parkway Exit 135. Parking will
be available in the rear parking lot of
the high school campus.
The public is advised that
scheduled screenings and activities are
subject to last-minute change.
Trinitas Hospital is a major center
for comprehensive health services for
those who live and work in Central New
Jersey. Offering 531 beds, Trinitas is
distinguished by no less than ten
Centers of Excellence, which include:
the Trinitas Comprehensive Cancer
Center; the Trinitas School of Nursing;
the Center for Wound Healing and
Hyperbaric Medicine; the Sleep
Disorders Center; cardiology services,
maternal/child health services; diabetes
management; women’s services, renal
care; behavioral health services, and
senior services. The Department of
Behavioral Health and Psychiatry offers
one of the most comprehensive services
in the state for the psychiatric treatment
of children and adults. Trinitas serves
as the Center for End-Stage Renal Care
for Eastern Union County. Trinitas is a
Catholic teaching hospital sponsored by
the Sisters of Charity of Saint Elizabeth
in partnership with Elizabethtown
Healthcare Foundation. For more
information on Trinitas Hospital visit:
www.TrinitasHospital.org or call (908)
994-5138.

AFTER REBATE
$199.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE WITH
2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN

Authorized Retailer

It’s 11:58 p.m. on the evening of
Tuesday, September 2. The din of
cicadas buzzing in the trees outside
seep through the partially opened
windows of my darkened bedroom
and ring in my ears like the dreadful
alarm clock that I know will wake me
up in six hours.
As I vigilantly stare at the ceiling,
my heart pounds against my chest as
though someone is trapped inside of
me and demanding to escape.
Slowly but surely, my eyes begin to
grow heavy with drowsiness, and before I know it, I am falling into a
turbulent sleep. Desperately yearning to elongate the duration of summer, I bury my head beneath the covers and promise myself that I will
never withdraw from this stress-free
state of hibernation.
Suddenly, a beam of pale yellow
light cascades over my transparent
shell, and a cacophonous ding ascends from the much-loathed metal
device resting peacefully atop my
nightstand.
My mom calls my name from the
kitchen, telling me that I must
awaken and reminds me of something important that I had completely forgotten about in the midst
of my nerves: it was my first day of
junior year.
To many, the term “junior,” may
sound as though it pertains to people
of a, well, younger crowd. There are
junior sports leagues, junior teen
beauty pageants and even television
shows such as “American Juniors,”
out of which a child form of an American Idol will emerge at the conclusion of the season.
In cheesy films from the past, we
have all heard some old man refer to
his youthful grandson as “junior” and
most-likely chuckled at the dated word
choice, unwilling to believe that this
five-letter term can also be used to
define a group of 16- to 17-year-old
high school students.
Ambling down the hallways of
Westfield High School possessing the
title of a junior allows me to feel as if
I am anything but childish. The blue-

print of the school is practically tattooed to my brain, enabling me to
arrive quite punctually to each class
and hindering the possession of any
fears of becoming lost along the way.
Without needing to cross my fingers and pray to be saved by the bell,
I am able to smile and acknowledge
the teachers from my underclassmen
years as I calmly saunter by.
In addition to the ease and casualness of these interactions (which
makes me feel as though I have matured exceptionally over the course
of two-and-a-half months), comes the
joy of being taught by the same educators for the third consecutive year.
It is strangely relieving to know
that repeatedly correcting an elder
when they call you “Alexis” instead
of “Alexa” will be unnecessary.
Not only does being a junior coincide with a slightly more relaxed outlook on stress, as the time-management skills whose flights were delayed over the past two years finally
decide to show up at our doorsteps
now, but it provides us with even
more enthralling opportunities to look
forward to.
The most unambiguous distinguishing factors between under and
upper classmen is the fact that juniors
and seniors are endowed with the
privilege of open lunch (and can drive
to the eatery of their choice...that is, if
they’re not reluctant to trudge out of
bed an hour early to find a parking
spot).
It is also the first year girls are able
to consider participation in the Powder Puff football game following the
Thanksgiving Parade at Kehler Stadium and, for many, the time to cash
in a mundane driver’s permit for a
stimulating license.
Even though some of my peers
may be dreading unavoidable tasks
that accompany the third year of
high school, such as junior research
papers and college applications,
there is a world of exciting possibility that rests in being older, wiser
and overall more capable of dealing
with challenges in a less stressful
way.
My personal favorite method of
feeling more sophisticated everyday
comes through speaking one simple
sentence to my mother when she picks
me up on Dorian Road at 2:47 p.m.:
“move over mom, I’m driving!”
Alexa Zepka is an incoming junior
at Westfield High School.

908-322-5150
www.puglisi-insurance.com

Our 68th Year

Scott Seib

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

“We Service Our Clients.”
A Family Institution Providing
Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Quality bathroom remodeling
for 26 years

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS
Peerless - Travelers of NJ
Selective - Progressive

908-654-1818
License #6548
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District Welcomes New
Teachers to Westfield

NEW TEACHERS GET HIGH TECH…Training on various aspects of technology use in the Westfield Public Schools was conducted in the New Teacher
Institute, a program designed for recently hired teachers in the district. Scott
Lipson, a fifth-grade teacher at Wilson School, helped the new teachers become
familiar with effective websites for students and staff, creation of webpages,
district procedures and communication.

FestiFall 2008 Set for
September 28 in Westfield
WESTFIELD — The 19th Annual
FestiFall will be held from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Sunday, September 28, rain or
shine. Streets in downtown Westfield
will be open to pedestrian traffic only as
vendors line the streets to offer their
specialty products. Handmade crafts,
homemade goodies and retail products

Class of 1982 Holds
25th Reunion Weekend
WESTFIELD – The 25th Westfield
High School reunion for the Class of
1982-1983 will occur over Thanksgiving Weekend.
During this weekend of reconnecting with old friends, alums can watch
the Westfield varsity football team play
host to Plainfield on Thursday, November 27. On Friday, the Jolly Trolley will
host happy hour at 6 p.m.
On Saturday, November 29, a reunion party will be held from 7 p.m. to
midnight at the Springfield Holiday
Inn on Route 22 West.
A fee of $50 per person will entitle
people to dinner, cash bar and D.J.
To register, visit lmatino.com/
reunion.html.
For
questions,
contact
westfield82@gmail.com.

Local Residents Accepted
Into American University
AREA – Students from local high
schools have accepted offers of admission to be first-year students at American University (AU). The fall semester
began Monday, August 25.
They include: Travis Fox, Westfield,
Westfield High School, a recipient of
the AU Leadership Scholarship; Claire
Harris, Westfield, Westfield High
School; Ryan Cassidy, Scotch Plains,
Saint Josephs High School; Kristin
Cassidy, Scotch Plains, Union Catholic
Reg High School; Michael Mineo,
Berkeley Heights, Governor Livingston
High School; David Gordon, Scotch
Plains, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, and Alec Jacobs, Scotch Plains,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

and services are just a few of the items
available. There will be games and
activities for the kids too. Entertainment includes Tom Vella, Beale Street
Love and Billy Hector. Bring the whole
family. There’s something for everyone.
Vendor applications and information
can
be
found
at
westfieldareachamber.com or by calling (908) 233-3021.

WF Schools Announce
Back-to-School Nights
WESTFIELD – Parents and guardians of public school students in
Westfield are invited to the following
back-to-school nights scheduled in September:

Elementary Schools
Franklin – September 17 grades 1 – 2 at 7 p.m.;
and September 18 grades 3 – 5 at 7 p.m.
Jefferson – September 18 grades 1 and 2 at 7:308:30 p.m.; grades 3 – 5 at 8:15 – 8:45 p.m.
McKinley – September 18 at 7 p.m.
Tamaques – September 18 at 7 p.m.
Washington – September 18 grades 1 – 2 at 8 8:45 p.m.; and grades 3 – 5 at 7 p.m.
Wilson – September 17 grade 1 at 7:30 p.m.;
grade 2 at 8 p.m.
September 18 grade 3 at 8 p.m.; grade 4 at 7:30
p.m.;
September 22 grade 5 at 7:30 p.m.
Early Childhood Learning Center
Lincoln – September 24 a.m. kindergarten at 7
p.m.; p.m. kindergarten at 8 p.m.

Intermediate Schools
Edison – October 2 at 7 p.m.
Roosevelt – September 16 at 7 p.m.

High School
Westfield High School – September 25 at 7:30
p.m.

Please check individual school newsletters or westfieldnjk12.org for any
changes.

Reading is Good For You

WESTFIELD – A total of 43 new
teachers and three new administrators
were welcomed to the Westfield Public
Schools by Superintendent Margaret
Dolan at a breakfast for the new teachers, following their three-day participation in the New Teacher Institute, the
orientation and training program for
educators new to the district.
Superintendent Dolan noted, “We
expect a good deal from our educators
in Westfield.” In addressing the new
hires, she said, “We have chosen you
because you are knowledgeable professionals who will serve as positive
role models for our students.”
In addition to wishing them a successful school year, Mrs. Dolan reminded the teachers, “Each of us believes that we can make a difference in
the life of a child.”
Board President Ginny Leiz welcomed the new hires and said many
factors contribute to the success of the
Westfield public schools, with the quality of the staff heading the top of the list.
She announced that the new staff
members were selected from more than
1,500 résumés. Sixty percent of the
new hires have advanced degrees and
none of the new teachers are from outof-state, with the farthest being Minnesota.
Kim Schumacher, first vice-president of the Westfield Education Association, greeted the teachers and assured them that they were entering a
community in which education has a
tradition of high standards.
Westfield Parent-Teacher Council
President Joann Spera, representing the
parent community, told the new teachers that parents are very helpful resources for them.
The new teachers completed their
three-day orientation program within
Westfield’s New Teacher Institute, focusing on classroom management, technology, district philosophy and curriculum.
Following those sessions, they received orientation at the school level
from their principals and mentors and
also were escorted on a bus tour of
Westfield. The majority of the new
educators are replacing those who have
retired or are on leave.
The new teaching staff for the
Westfield Public Schools includes:
Alexis Anderson-Urriola – Westfield High
School, English
Mallory Applebaum – Edison Intermediate
School, Math
Sean Atchison – Jefferson, third grade
Andrew Bausch – Roosevelt Intermediate
School, Science
Jillian Bruno – Westfield High School, Special
Education
Andrew Buckner – Westfield High School,
Counselor
Tara Bussey – Jefferson, first grade
Tracey Cannon – Lincoln School, Special
Education
Julie Cennamo – Franklin, third grade
Candace Chien – Franklin, Music
Christine Culver – Wilson, third grade
Ryan Daly – Westfield High School, Social
Studies
Christine DeSousa – Roosevelt Intermediate

School, Nurse/Health Educator
Katherine Dibble – Franklin, second grade
Lori DiSarro – Westfield High School, Special
Education
Kristen D’Onofrio – Wilson, second grade
Sharon Dorry – Roosevelt Intermediate
School, Nurse/Health Educator
Julianne Doto – Franklin, fifth grade
Danielle Fletcher – Westfield High School,
English
Elizabeth Green – Edison and Westfield High
School, Spanish
Samuel Haimann – Westfield High School,
Special Education
Valerie Hamilton – Westfield High School,
Special Education/English
Erica Karakis – Roosevelt Intermediate
School, Math
Corinne Kelly – Edison Intermediate School,
Physical Education/Health
Alex Lasker – Edison Intermediate School,
Special Education
Daisy Lemos – Edison and McKinley, Spanish
Kimberly Lorenzini – Edison Intermediate
School, Social Studies
Charles May – Roosevelt Intermediate School,
Music
William McMeekan, Jr. – Westfield High
School, TV Production
Candice Ney – Westfield High School, Social
Studies
Laura Paiva – Edison and Roosevelt,
Technology
Matthew Pask – Franklin, fifth grade
Dana Philipps – Westfield High School,
Science
Jennifer Principato – Westfield High School,
Special Education
Kelly Reynolds – Edison Intermediate School,
Physical Education
Miri Rosen – Jefferson, second grade
Joan Rykus – Westfield High School, Math
Kate Santino – Jefferson and Wilson, Physical
Education
Brook Stites – Westfield High School, Spanish
Kate Sudia – Edison Intermediate School, Art
Dawn Sysak – Westfield High School, Math/
Biology
Matthew Varhley – Edison Intermediate
School, Social Studies
Elizabeth Walsh – Westfield High School,
Social Studies

Westfield welcomes three new administrators at Westfield High School
for 2008-2008, including Peter
Renwick, principal of Westfield High
School; Lossie Whitaker-Thornton,
supervisor of special services grades,
and Scott White, director of counseling
services.

CF Resident Named
Air Force 2nd Lt.
CRANFORD — William Singer
has been commissioned as a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force after
completing the Air Force ROTC (Reserve Officer Training Corps) program and graduating with a bachelor’s
degree from Kean University.
ROTC is an educational program
designed to provide college students
an opportunity to be Air Force officers after completing military study
courses and bachelor’s degree requirements at a host college or university.
Mr. Singer, a pilot trainee, will be
assigned to the 325thAir Control Squadron, Tyndall Air Force Base, Panama
City, Fla. He is the son of William A.
and Maria Singer of Cranford. The
lieutenant graduated in 2004 from
Cranford Senior High School.

YOUNG SCIENTISTS…Union County Freeholder Rayland Van Blake, top left,
Schering-Plough Executive Director of Public Affairs Joseph Starkey, center, and
Jim Nichnadowicz of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union County present
the children of the King’s Daughter’s Day School Summer Camp in Plainfield
with a certificate of appreciation for participating in the Union County 4-H 2008
Summer Science Program. Schering-Plough has sponsored the Summer Science
program for 16 years.

Volunteers Help School
Get Ready for Recess
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Labor balls, a waffle-ball bat and balls, hulaDay, when most American families hoops, Frisbees and sidewalk chalk.
were trying not to labor,
For the past five years,
volunteers from the Park
the PTA has worked
Middle School PTA
with the school adcame out to support the
ministration, volunschool.
teering time and purOnce again, Park
chasing equipment to
Middle School PTA volensure the children
unteers and their families
had activities to enpitched in to prepare the FUN, SQUARED…Kyle and gage them during replayground and indoor Kelsey Coupe (fifth and sev- cess.
equipment for the start of enth grades, respectively)
“The amount of
paint a Four Square game time volunteered and
school.
This year the Coupe, board on Labor Day to pro- the level of enthusiMiller and Lorusso fami- vide Park Middle School fifth asm of our parents
with a variety of ac- shows what a great
lies helped redesign and graders
tivities for recess.
repaint the black top area.
community Park
More four squares boards and a bas- Middle School is,” said Maggie
ketball key were added.
Savoca, current PTA president.
Parent volunteers Rose Hubbard
The school year began on Septemand Sherry Woodside took inventory ber 4.
of the indoor and outdoor equipment,
See it all on the Web!
and will make recommendations for
more purchases.
www.goleader.com
The Park PTA has purchased kick-

THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY PRESENTS

AN EVENING WITH

BRAD MELTZER
Saturday, September 20
7:00 pm

goleader.com/subscribe

The Rotary Club of Westfield

Come meet the New York Times best selling author
of The Book of Fate and The First Counsel. Those
attending receive a free copy of The Book of Lies.

Helping Our Community For 86 Years
Please Join Us For Lunch
Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y
12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

To register, click on the Calendar at www.wmlnj.org,
or call 908.789.4090 X4140
Program open to full service
Westfield Memorial Library cardholders only.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com
ATTEND A FREE SEMINAR
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
KNOW ABOUT DIVORCE
The Law Firm of Dughi & Hewit, P.C. is pleased to announce that Mario
C. Gurrieri, Esq., Chair of its Family Law Department, Richard A. Outhwaite,
Esq., Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq. will present to
the public a free seminar entitled “Everything You Need to Know about
Divorce” at The Westwood in Garwood on Thursday, September 25, 2008 and
Saturday, September 27, 2008. Mr. Gurrieri, who has specialized in
matrimonial law for over 35 years, and his group of other well-experienced
attorneys, will review the law, explain the legal process and answer all your
questions concerning premarital agreements, separation, divorce, division of
assets, alimony, child support, domestic violence and post-divorce Court
review of changed financial and child related circumstances, as well as the new
law governing civil unions.
Information will also be provided on Divorce Mediation, an
alternative to the traditional contested proceeding. Divorce Mediation offers
the potential for significant financial savings, while assuring that your rights are
fully protected by avoiding the expense, stress and delay involved in Court
proceedings.
If you are experiencing marital difficulties and contemplating divorce, or
if you are simply curious about your rights in a separation or divorce, this free
Seminar will be of value to you. If you are already divorced, the Seminar may
be of value in explaining post divorce rights and obligations of former spouses.
A Free Personal Consultation will be offered to All Attendees.

WHERE:
The Westwood
438 North Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027
908-789-0808
www.thewestwood.com
WHEN:
Thursday, September 25, 2008 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, September 27, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Reservations Required (no names needed)
Call: (908) 272-0200
Refreshments will be served
Paid Bulletin Board

Eliminate Tooth
Problems and Show
Your Best Smile
See us for Gentle Touch Dental Care and
innovative treatments for healthy teeth and
a radiant smile.
Gentle Touch Dental Care Includes:
• Non-surgical control of gum disease. Laser
treatments, bad breath remedies, oral cancer
screening, bite-guard and TMJ therapy.
• Porcelain Lumineers to enhance your smile.
Power whitening, tooth colored mercury-free
fillings, tooth colored bonding to correct
stained and discolored teeth and to repair
cracked teeth and gaps. Tooth reshaping
and recontouring.
Get Acquainted
• Caps and all types of
Special Offer
bridges. Bridge and
For $35 you
denture repairs.
receive a complete
• Emergency care and root
oral exam, x-rays,
canal treatment. Implant
and screening
consultations, low dose
for gum disease.
digital x-rays with up to
50% less exposure. Pediatric tooth sealants
and fluoride treatments.

Call Today (908) 233-9280

Westfield Smiles

Adam E. Feret, DMD
See us for healthy teeth and a radiant smile
with Gentle Touch Dental Care.
440 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
www.westfieldsmiles.com
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MARCUS GREEN, ANTHONY TAYLOR SELECTED RAIDERS’ CO-CAPTAINS

SP-F Raider Footballers Must Adjust
To Tempo, Playing Offense and Defense
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key skill positions and an effective offensive and defensive line must
be replaced and this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School football team must hone the skills of the
young players, who are to fill those

vacancies. Many of the Raiders’ key
players are expected to assume additional responsibilities.
“Most of these guys are going to
have to get used to the tempo of the
game playing both ways,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “It’s a
little different when you don’t have

to play both ways.”
Playing both ways would require
a rigid conditioning program. “That’s
our job as coaches. We have got to
get them in shape,” Ciccotelli said.
Two of those very talented athletes, who are expected to carry heavy
loads offensively and defensively are

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO CARRY A HEAVY LOAD…Raider Co-Captains Anthony Taylor, left, and Marcus Green will be carrying a
heavy load this season, playing on offense and defense. Green may also do some punting and kickoffs.

Properties Unlimited
REALTORS®

Office:

908-233-9292 ext. 5495

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST ʹ WESTFIELD, NJ
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

senior co-captains Marcus Green and
Anthony Taylor. Green opened the
eyes and cracked the eardrums of
many spectators last year with his
devastating tackles as an inside linebacker and leveling blocks as a fullback.
“Marcus is a given. He’s ready to
play. He’s a great leader. He does
everything we want. We expect him
to be great. He expects to be great,”
said Ciccotelli. “He’s not a rah, rah
guy. He leads by example.”
Taylor, an All-Union County First
Team tailback last year, rushed for
1,308 yards and 15 touchdowns (TD)
and senior Kameron Williams, who
had an 88-yard kickoff return for a
TD against Westfield, will also acquire added responsibilities. Defensively, Taylor will play cornerback,
while Williams, who has shifted to
tight end on offense, will be an outside linebacker. Senior Andrew
Brockel will see time in the backfield.
“The question mark is our line. We
have been happy with what Kameron
has been doing. He can run. He’s
looked good at linebacker. He’s
looked good at tight end,” Ciccotelli
said. “He’s one of the better players
we have. Anthony is a good running
back. We give him some daylight he
will get it done! He has an added
load this year because we expect
him to be a corner for us.”
Junior Gary Binkiewicz, a fine
pitcher on the baseball team, will take

Eleventh Annual All-Corbin Team:
The All-Corbin Team is dedicated to the Adult Softball Leagues and
Youth Baseball Leagues. The selections are based entirely on neat looking
plays, fan participation and interesting positions.
1. Rookie Heckler – Tony Williams (Union County 50+) with Walt
Grzankowski (Heckler Supreme).
2. Most Intense – Steve Barba (Scotch Plains League).
3. Best Haircut – Matt Smoot (Westfield White 12s)
4. Best Contact – Nate Mangiris (St. Bart’s League).
5. Most Presidential – Jack Kennedy (St. Bart’s League).
6. Best UFO Sighting – St. Aloysius (St. Bart’s League).
7. Best Idea – Post game (St. Bart’s).
8. Most Dangerous Hitter – Dillon Elliott (Westfield Youth 12s).
9. Best Stretch (lefty) – Brad DeMartino (Westfield Blue 12s).
10. Best Bunt Single – Owen Bartok (Westfield Blue 9s)
11. Best Tag Out – Jim McKeon (Fanwood League –FOMSA)
12. Most Astonished – Mike Kuchar, John Rachko (Scotch Plains League)
13. Best Look to Second – Jim Hoelzel (St. Bart’s League).
14. Best Stretch (righty)– Chris Varano (Westfield 10s).
15. Best Putout at First – Bob D’Meo (Union County 50+).
16. Most Closely Watched – Jim Killeen, Jerry Miccolis (St. Bart’s).
17. Chief Thief – Squirrel stealing sunflower seeds (Sc. Pl. League).
18. Most Disappointed Look – Chris Klukas (Fanwood League).
19. Coolest Toss – Zach Rabinowitz (Westfield Youth 9s)
20. Most Poise at Second – Mike Walsh (SP-F Youth 12s).
21. Most Confused – Kevin Spellman and Craig Burfeindt (Sc. Pl. Police/
St. Bart’s All-Stars).
22. Closest Tag– Jimmy Harcourt (SP-F) on Jack Meiselman (Westfield 9s).
23. Cleanest Putout – Don Montefusco and Joe Adase (U. C. 50+ League)
24. Best Look for Call – Marty Bernstein, Eric Hastrup (St. Bart’s).
25. Best Coverage – Connor Hagan (Westfield Youth 12s)
26. Best Action – Marc Luino, Connor Hagen (Westfield 12s).
27. Best Scoop – Perkins (Westfield PD – UC Sheriff’s League)
28. Most Relaxed Fans – Scotch Plains Police/St. Bart’s All-Stars
29. Biggest Chow Hounds – Scotch Plains Police/St. Bart’s All-Stars

A Winning Equation:
Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement +

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD =

College Scholarships & Acceptances
Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com
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Devil’s Den

Raider Gridders Must Adjust
To Tempo, Playing Both Ways

WHS at Shabazz Kicks Off
112th Season of Football

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

over at quarterback. Seniors Kenny
Azard and Adam Clark, along with
juniors Mike Marsan and Doran
Nelson, will be his receivers.
“Over the summer, we talked to
Gary. He’s a pitcher. He’s got a good
arm. It’s a learning thing for him
right now but he’s doing a good job.
He’s making great strides and athletically he’s very good,” said
Ciccotelli.
Senior tackle Petros Petridis and
senior guard Ryan Brown are expected to help the young offensive
and defensive lines mature. Junior
tackles Dave Kreps and Mitch
McNamara, and senior guards Mark
Renfree and Antonio Dinizo – who
may be the center – will make up the
remainder of the offensive line. Senior Brandon Harris will join
Petridis, Brown and Renfree on the
defensive line.
“It’s a work in progress! Petros is
doing a good job on both sides. Ryan
Brown played offensive line. He’s
solid there. Now he’s got to get ready
to play defense, both sides of the
field. There are young guys, who are
not there yet but that’s why we got to
coach them and get them better so
they are ready to play,” Ciccotelli
said.
Junior Alan Dlugosz and
Binkiewicz may play outside linebacker and senior Billy Johnston will
join Green on the inside. Azard and
senior Brandon Boyd could join Taylor on the corners and senior Mike

Ferrara, who started at cornerback
last year, has moved to the safety
position to work with Clark and senior Alex Carow.
“He’s been solid at safety all
through camp. We have only been
practicing two weeks. Our philosophy is to get better every day. We are
nowhere near where we want to be.
He’s learning a new position but he’s
come along. We are happy with the
job he’s doing,” Ciccotelli said of
Ferrara.
Senior place kicker John
Domanski, who hit two of three field
goals and 21 of 28 points after last
year, is expected to take some of the
load off Green, who had also done
kickoffs and punts last year.
“It’s time for him to step up. We
ask Marcus to do a lot. We want to
take some of those duties away from
him and get him off the field. We are
hoping Domanski can handle the
punting and the kickoffs,” Ciccotelli
said. “Kicking game! Some of the
younger guys got to step up, protecting and covering. We got to make
sure we don’t put the ball on the
ground. We are looking for people
who will block. We are looking for
people who will force the kick. We
are looking for people who are confident back there. It’s the way they
earn their stripes.”
The Raiders will host Irvington
after the official ribbon cutting on
their new turf field on Saturday, September 20, at 1 p.m.

By BRUCE JOHNSON

The 112th season of WHS football
kicks off Saturday when coach Jim
DeSarno’s Blue Devils travel to
Newark’s Untermann Field to take on
Malcolm X Shabazz.
This is the 11th meeting between
the schools, with WHS holding a 6-4
lead, including the past two years by
scores of 16-0 and 33-7. (This is also
quite likely the final meeting between
the two schools, if the NJSIAA Football Proposal is approved; see last
week’s Devil’s Den.)
In its history, WHS has won 554
games, lost 346 and tied 54 since that
1897 game against New York City’s
St. Francis Xavier, a 4-0 win for Lincoln School, as the local school was
known then, when it was located on
Academy Place.
The 554 victories make WHS the
sixth-winningest school in New Jersey history, trailing only Phillipsburg
(600), Atlantic City (562), Montclair
(561), Hammonton (556) and
Paulsboro (555). And WHS’s 15 unbeaten seasons are the most of any
N.J. school. In a couple of years WHS
will play the 1,000th game in its history, most likely in 2012. (Hopefully
that moment will be given the pomp
and circumstance it deserves.)
DeSarno has led WHS to records of
6-4 and 7-4 since replacing athletic
director Ed Tranchina as the coach
prior to the 2006 season. This year’s
team has the potential to better those
records. As the old saying goes, “It’s
what’s up front that counts,” and that
is never more true than in football,
and especially at WHS this year.
DeSarno’s team, while semi-inexperienced on the line, is loaded at the socalled skill positions: quarterback
Tony DiIorio, halfback Ricardo

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Principal Dr. David Heisey
and Assistant Principal for Athletics
Rob Harmer would like to invite all to
attend the ribbon-cutting ceremonies
for the new athletic Turf Fields.
The ceremony for the Varsity Soccer
Field will be held on Friday, September
12, at 3:50 p.m. and the ceremony for
the Perry Tyson Football Field will be
held on Saturday, September 20, at
12:50 p.m. There have been a lot of
people involved in this incredible project
and they would like to recognize and
thank everyone. It is with “Raider Pride”
and “Deep Appreciation” that they extend these invitations.
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HITTING PAY DIRT…Raider running back Anthony Taylor, No. 2, ground out
57 yards on 18 carries, including an eight-yard TD scamper in the third quarter
in a 31-0 shutout of M.X. Shabazz in 2007.
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Devil of the Week
Returns
September 18

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ribbon Cutting Set
For SP-F Turf Fields

David B. Corbin (2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Johnson and receivers Chris Sheehan,
Jihad Billups and Pat Gray.
Every year there are good people to
be replaced, and this year is no different. Gone from the defense are end
John Dugan, tackles Ryan Scanlon
and John DiIorio, linebackers Joe VallLlobera, Scott Newman and Mike
Wikander, and defensive backs Danny
Selert, Manny Mills and Charlie Read.
On offense, there is no Tom Wansaw,
Josh Gribbin, Pat Stanley, Malcolm
Allen or Ryan Brand.
But that just means it’s time for last
year’s junior varsity and freshman
team guys to take their turn in upholding what has been a great tradition in Westfield: Saturday Afternoon
Sunshine! While most other towns
play their games on Friday night,
creating nasty late-night noise and
traffic jams for the local home owners, while wasting all that tax money
on light towers and mega-wattage
light bulbs, WHS has been playing
games on Rahway Avenue in beautiful Saturday afternoon sunshine (or
downpours, and occasionally snow
storms) since the 1920s.
Is this year’s group ready to uphold
the school’s lofty standards? Staying
healthy is a key, as always. DiIorio and
Johnson are two special talents, and
Sheehan and Billups are a scary pair of
wideouts. T.J. Mruz, Brett DeFazio and
Jhakyse Williams figure to be involved,
and A.J. Murray will get his touches,
especially in short-yardage situations.
The offensive line of Eric Moran, Dan
Ludlum, Josh Firestone, Brandon Dietz
and Mike Sheehan, with Craig Dyer at
tight end, has potential.
But the big thing, as always, will be
dee-fence. If you don’t let the other
team score, you are usually in good
shape. While nothing is set in stone as
of this writing, it looks like the ends
will be Nick Matthews and Willie
Johnson, with Moran and Dietz at the
tackles. Inside linebackers are Mruz
and either Henry Kwok, Andrew
Arnold or Aiden Scanlon. The two
outside ’backers will be either Mike
Clark and Nick Fantini, or Joe Ondi
and Murray. And the secondary of R.
Johnson, DeFazio and Sheehan,
backed up by Hugo Nolasco, Williams
and Billups, should be outstanding.
WHS has posted just five shutouts in
the first eight seasons of the 21st century, although two of them have been
against Shabazz (2003, ’06). But 22
other times WHS has limited the opponent to just one TD. Overall, starting in
2000, WHS has a 40-42 record, with
five winning seasons and three nonwinning. (Take away the back-to-back
1-9 years, which obviously can’t be
done, and the record is a solid 38-24.)
Very few teams go undefeated anymore, especially in the Watchung Conference, with so many tough teams.
But if you’re wearing blue-tinted
glasses as The Den does, it’s not difficult to see WHS winning seven, maybe
eight or even nine games this year. If
that happens, there could be another

sectional trophy added to the case. The
last one was in 1977, and that’s a long
time ago. Way too long.
SOCCER UPDATE
The rivalry between WHS and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood goes from
“always intense” to sometimes even
way beyond that when the teams meet
on the soccer field. And the rivalry
returns on Monday when the teams
meet at Kehler Stadium. (Sorry, just
can’t get myself to call Kehler Stadium a soccer pitch.)
Last year WHS took the two regular-season meetings, the first time
that had happened since 1985, by
scores of 1-0 and 2-1. But SP-F won
(1-0) when it counted the most, in the
Union County Tournament semifinals en route to the UCT title.
Hopefully there will be no incidents
like last year’s melee in the county
tournament semi. And hopefully there
will be no sucker punches thrown by
anybody. And hopefully, if there are,
that person’s school will take proper
disciplinary action this time.
Mike Lessner, who started in goal
most of the ’06 season after Greg
O’Brien was injured, has returned into
the nets this fall. Last season the multitalented Lessner had five goals, second to Brandon Heroux’s six on a team
that had its problems on the offensive
end, but few on the defensive side.
With Pat Tresnan and Nick Brezza
in front of Lessner, and Todd Saunders,
Mike Irving and Matt Isabella in the
midfield, it looks like scoring against
WHS will not be easy. Last year WHS
allowed just 13 goals, and never more
than one in any game. Of course, the
Blue Devils only managed 31 of their
own during a 13-5-3 season.
The school record for fewest goals
allowed in a season is 9, in both 1965
(8-3-3) and ’75 (8-3-4), with goalies
George Handza and Mike Taylor/
Scott Pritchard, respectively.
THIS AND THAT
Junior Diana Venezia, who missed
her entire sophomore year following
ACL surgery on her knee, has opted
to not play volleyball this fall, and to
concentrate on basketball. As a freshman she scored 183 points and
grabbed a team-best 201 rebounds. If
healthy, she is a big-time player.
Gabby Jakub, who also missed last
year with an injury, should also be
back to help under the boards.
With high-scoring Tara Handza,
table-setter Charlotte O’Leary, a
healthy Kerri Pringle, and solid veterans like Anne Knisely, Catie Ponce,
Nikki Aronson and Cyndil Matthew
all returning, it should be another
memorable winter for Joe Marino’s
girls basketball team, even with fouryear standouts Erin Miller and Gab
O’Leary gone to college.
‘BIG GAME’ DEPT.
This is a good time to put a little
perspective on Saturday’s game between Don Bosco Prep (aka, the NJ/
NY All-Stars) and Cincinnati St.
Xavier. Kickoff is 2 p.m. at Ballaban

Field, where the Bulldogs have won
25 in a row.
For Don Bosco, it is simply the
biggest game in school history.
For St. Xavier, it is simply the fourth
game of a brutal schedule.
So far St. X has lost 13-8 to city
rival Colerain, the 2004 Ohio state
champion and winner of 31 straight
regular-season games; won 15-10
over Prattville, the Alabama state
champs the last two years; and posted
a 17-3 win last Friday night over
2006 Indiana state champion Indianapolis Cathedral (whose alumni include the Giants’ Mathias Kiwanuka).
After the Bosco game, Xavier faces
18-time Kentucky state champion
Trinity, in a rivalry game that annually draws 30,000-plus to Louisville’s
Cardinal Stadium, then it’s a pair of
city rivals, two-time Ohio state champion Elder and LaSalle, followed by
Cleveland juggernauts St. Edward and
St. Ignatius, and then famed archrival
Cincinnati Moeller. And that’s just
the regular season.
So, sometime around 4:30 p.m.,
either the Bosco balloon will have
been burst, or there will people in the
nj.com football forum comparing the
Ironmen with the ’72 Miami Dolphins, or the Cleveland Browns of the
late ’40s and early ’50s.
My adopted Massillon (Ohio) Tigers rebounded from their controversial loss in the Herbstreit Classic to
post a 45-14 win over Parma
Normandy. The Tigers have a pair of
toughies coming up against Youngstown Ursuile (with a 44-21 win over
Bethlehem, Pa., Catholic) and Akron
Garfield, so hopefully they won’t get
caught looking ahead to Sept. 26,
when St. Ignatius comes to Paul
Brown Tiger Stadium.
Word from Mountain Brook, Ala.,
outside Birmingham is that a lefthanded quarterback named Will
Brewster could be the “next Kenny
Stabler.” Will is the seventh-grade
son of former WHS quarterback
Roger Brewster (’83).
COLLEGIATE UPDATE
We are always looking for updates
on former WHS athletes, especially
those still involved with athletics on
the college level, or beyond. Parents
and/or athletes, please have your
college’s sports information department contact the Devil’s Den at
bj1019@aol.com. Any sports on any
level: Division 1, 2, 3, NAIA, Junior
College, semipro, professional. We
want to keep people aware of the
accomplishments of WHS graduates.
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return
next Thursday, with the honoree(s)
receiving a free sub from Al the Owner
at Westfield Subs (261 South Avenue
East). The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in The Westfield Leader during
the school year. Contact us with comments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!
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SRS DILZELL, TOWNSEND TO LEAD

Devil V’ballers’ Focus,
Develop Young Squad
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON A SHORT RUN…Members of the Blue Devils girls crosscountry team take off for a short run at Tamaques Park.

FOUR SENIORS NAMED CO-CAPTAINS

Blue Devil XC Girls Have
Talented Pool of Runners
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With several returning top runners
to lead a team of 90+, this year’s
Westfield High School girls crosscountry team may have the potential
for a great season. But the competition, especially in Union County, has
been getting more intense.
Last year, the Blue Devils nipped
Scotch Plains-Fanwood for the
Watchung Conference title and placed
fifth in county championship that was
won by A.L. Johnson in a tiebreaker
over the Raiders. Vast improvement
has also been in the strides of Summit, New Providence and Union
Catholic.
“Johnson was absolutely a great
team. Union Catholic (coached by
WHS grad Mary McCabe) is another
team we need to watch. Summit
(coached by WHS grad Neil Sharma)
certainly is. There’s Westfielders all
around us and they are catching up on
us. Scotch Plains, they are going to
push us in the conference and in the
county,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Thom Hornish. “We are hoping to
improve and I think we have the horses
to do it.”
Among those horses are senior cocaptains Aileen and Bridget Grogan,
Marie DiIorio and Ally Lowenstein.
Seniors Shannon Murray and Melissa Shulman are also expected to be
in the mix of frontrunners. Murray, a
transfer from soccer, brings a wealth
of winter and spring track experience
with her.
“We have a very talented senior
class with experience either crosscountry and/or winter and spring
track. Shannon’s decision to joining

cross-country was a pleasant surprise
and one, which we are hoping will
expand our strength. One of the things
I want to stress is that we have a very
talented pool of veteran runners and I
am most optimistic about the entering freshmen. This should be a great
season if we reach our potential,” said
coach Hornish.
Sophomores Meg Pulliam, Rebecca
Castaldo and Abby Kwok give added
strength in the pack and junior Sharon
Faktor, along with a few girls from
last year’s freshman team (Alyssa
Hatch, Evan Hindes, Alex Frankel),
who were, according to Hornish, “really good, who might make an impact.”
However, no one yet has emerged
as the Alpha runner.
“They all run as a group. It’s hard to
say. Right now, that could change on
any given day,” Hornish said.
Similar to Blue Devil boys Head
Coach Jack Martin, coach Hornish
works a platoon system based on
present achievement. “We have Alpha, Bravo and Charlie (about 40
girls), who go out with coach Jen
Buccino and assistant Hillary Brown.
They will be doing a Turkey Trot at a
moderate distance pace. I have Delta
Company and we are doing speed
workouts,” he said.
The Blue Devils’ first meet will be
on Saturday, September 13, at the St.
Dominic’s Invitational at Lincoln Park
in Jersey City
“It’s a very good meet for us. We’ve
won it several times at the varsity
level. Our freshmen and JV teams
have been very dominant,” Hornish
said. “It’s a good foreteller of what’s
going to come down.”

Since the Westfield High School
girls’ volleyball team lost four starting seniors from a year ago, most may
believe that it is a rebuilding year;
however, those who have followed
Head Coach Beverly Torok’s coaching career realize that rapid development is possible.
Last year, the Blue Devils, seeded
seventh in the Union County Tournament, reached the finals. In the Group
4 Tournament, Westfield eliminated
J.P. Stevens in the preliminary round
then fell victim to Bergen Tech in the
opening round to finish with a 14-11
record. Fine performances were delivered by graduating seniors Laryssa
Borkowsky, Caroline Fallon, Olympia Gagliotti and Paige Roudebush.
“Every year you have a strong bond.
They were very good players, so losing them is a loss but the new kids
have to step up,” said coach Torok in
her 14th year as Westfield Head
Coach. “We’re working from scratch.
We have new players in, a lot of
young players, so we’re looking to
develop our skills throughout and
work together.”
This years’ team will have the leadership of senior captains Jennifer
Dilzell and Kimberly Townsend.
“Dilzell and Townsend have been
playing for a number of years and it’s
their turn to step up. They have been
very good leaders throughout the summer and into the fall season here,”
said coach Torok.
Returning seniors and strong hitters, Gabrielle Jakub, Katherine Payne
and Colorado transfer Jessica Thompson, will strive to mold a team that

could be difficult to defeat in counties, conference and the states.
“Payne will be one of our better
hitters, along with Dilzell and (Lisa)
Nerving. Jakub returns from an Achilles injury, so we look to see what she
can do and then everything else is up
in the open. We’ll see who has what,”
said Torok.
Earning a spot on the starting lineup
will not be easy. “I’m looking for
someone that gives this team 110
percent each and every practice, someone who works with their teammates,
takes instructions and applies them to
their skills. As to my approach to the
game this year, play! Play! Play as
much as we can! We work a lot of
game like drills, trying to simulate
the real game,” said Torok.
Players battling for positions include returning juniors, Gabrielle
Cerami, Danielle Cofone, Meghan
Ince and Lisa Nerving. Also on the
depth chart are: Christine Pyo, Emma
Partridge, Jennelle Abbotista, Emma
Crossant and freshman Grace
Antonelli.
Looking forward, coach Torok concluded, “I would like to see a strong
showing in the conference and be one
of the top three or four in counties and
make it further than last year in states.”
Being a fairly young squad could
be a disadvantage, however the Blue
Devils intend to fix problems before
they start by sculpting people’s attitude in the way they play the game
and coach Torok has a long history of
doing just that. The Blue Devils open
the season at Eastside on Friday, September 12, and their first home game
will be with Scotch Plains on Friday,
September 19.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DUO OF BLUE DEVIL VOLLEYBALL LEADERS…Westfield senior co-captains Kimberly Townsend and Jennifer Dilzell bring experience and leadership to
this year’s young squad with focus on a strong showing in conference and county.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALPHA DOGS FORGING AHEAD…The Blue Devil boys cross-country Alpha
group dash through a wooded area at Tamaques Park in Westfield. The 100strong Blue Devil boys have been divided into seven groups according to ability
and conditioning.

APPLEBAUM, MARRA TUCKER TO LEAD

Blue Devil X-C Boys Aim
To Improve ‘Alpha Dogs’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Year in and year out, the Westfield
High School boys cross-country team
has a huge mass of humanity and this
season is no different with more than
100 strong. With such a large group,
the Blue Devil boys have been arranged into seven groups, beginning
with Alpha and the intention is focused on improvement.
“At the beginning of the season, we
have a test to determine their fitness
levels. Then we use some science and
creativity and come up with groups.
We match them according to their
fitness and ability levels,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Jack Martin.
During the preseason, coach Martin and assistant Chris Tafelski employ a variety of routes, which includes varied distances and running
through an assortment of terrains.
“Today the workout is five times
one mile, so that we are doing different miles that they would run during
the race course so they get used to
running over what they would normally race on,” Martin explained.
In the days to follow, “We do varied
distances. Friday (September 5) we
will have a two-mile time trial to see
what kind of shape they are in. Then
we go over to Echo Lake Park to get
some hills in. We vary the terrain

because it adds strength, speed and
endurance,” Martin said.
Senior Tri-Captains Julian
Applebaum, Andrew Marra and Ross
Tucker have been leading the “Alpha
Dogs” through the varied terrains.
Joining the trio, at this point, are
juniors Ryan Scrudato, Tyler Cusick
and Mike Kelly, along with sophomores Zach Lizmi and Andrew Kirna.
“But we have a host of others right
behind! They are all within a few
seconds of each other right now. We
have maybe 10 kids, who are vying
for the seven spots that we have,”
Martin said.
Junior Mike Fietkiewicz has been
looking strong and senior Dennis
Elwell is, “trying to make a comeback
following injuries,” according to Martin. Senior newcomer Chris Rhodes
has been showing promise, and senior
Joey Martoglio and junior Alex Furlong have been looking strong.
“We have dozens more, who will
probably show some toughness at
Friday’s time trial,” commented Martin.
The season opener for the boys will
be in Roxbury for a class meet on
Saturday, September 13. On Saturday, September 20, beginning at 9
a.m. the Blue Devils will be at
Warinanco Park in Roselle for the
Magee Class (NJCTC) Meet.

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.
ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/14 1-5PM

$1,399,000

This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath Center Hall Colonial style home beautifully
articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with notable custom amenities for today’s
lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch cabinetry, granite countertops,
wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized family room (21x17)
with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets & elegantly
appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed for
your enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in
cabinetry, wine cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to
kitchen, guest suite, generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air,
beautifully manicured property and storybook location. MLS # 2534082

SCOTCH PLAINS

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/14 1-5PM

$679,000

This picturesque California Contemporary is located on over 3/4 acre of bucolic park-like
property. A nature lovers paradise featuring 3 generous Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, an open floor
plan with Living Room, Formal Dining Room and Kitchen with Breakfast Room. Relax in
the inviting Family Room with a corner fireplace, full finished basement plus an enclosed 3
season porch and entertainment sized deck. Also featuring gleaming hardwood parquet
floors, vaulted ceilings, abundant windows, Master Suite and Central Air. Directions: Rahway
to Swans Mill to Short Hills Lane to right on Woodland #1231. MLS # 2538978

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

SCOTCH PLAINS

CAPE COD

$439,900

Adorable 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths Cape Cod. Seconds away from parks, fine dining, and
commuter trains to the city. This home sits on 1/2 acre, a true “park like” lot, with expansion
possibilities. A gorgeous deck makes the view even more expansive with wooded lots
surrounding this secluded home. Recently refinished hard wood floors brings the true
charm to life along with the huge eat in country kitchen. Unlike your typical cape cod this
home has a dining room with plenty of natural light pouring through. For more
entertainment space, go to the basement and enjoy the finished half which has plenty of
room for a huge flat screen and couches. Use the unfinished side for a work bench and
laundry, or double the finished basement by finishing it to your standards. MLS # 2525188

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

$1,279,000

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a
given. Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments
included in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

WESTFIELD

$929,900

MOUNTAINSIDE

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 9/14 1-5PM

$729,000

This distinctive Center Hall Colonial home reflects the owners‘ special attention to detail with
outstanding quality throughout the home. This very special 3 Bedroom home features: hardwood
floors on the first level, custom cabinetry in the kitchen, Formal Dining Room with a view of
the beautiful landscaped property, gracious Living Room with a fireplace, cozy Den, Master
Bedroom with a magnificent custom bathroom, plenty of closet space throughout, an expansive
Family Room for spending quality time with family viewing a big screen TV or as a playroom
for the children. All close to picturesque Watchung Reservation & Trailside Center and just
minutes away from major highways, bus stop, trains to NYC, shops, malls and the finest dining
restaurants that this wonderful community has to offer. Directions: Rt 22 East or West to New
Providence, north and then left on Partridge Run #292. MLS # 2573520

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

TUDOR COLONIAL

This 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths custom Tudor Colonial home features “Energy Star” rated
construction by D. Villane Construction...a top quality builder with an impeccable
reputation. Beautiful moldings, third floor loft/computer room, Eat In Kitchen with Stainless
Steel Appliances and granite counter tops. Professionally landscaped with sprinklers,
Mahogany front porch. Convenient location close to schools, Memorial Pool and
transportation. MLS # 2552579
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Former Frat Brother’s Daughter
Competes in Ironman Competition
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What a small world! A few years
after I graduated from Lock Haven
(now University) in Pa., some time
ago deep into the previous century, a
fraternity brother, Jeff Kaltreider, also
drifted to New Jersey to land a health
and physical education teaching job
at Harding School in Kenilworth. Jeff
and his wife Carol, also a Lock Haven
graduate, settled in Cranford.
Less than a month ago, I discovered that Jeff’s and Carol’s daughter
Kim Kaltreider (1997 Cranford H.S.
graduate), who now resides in Boston, recently completed the grueling
Ironman USA Lake Placid competition on July 20, which consisted of a
2.4-mile swim, a 112-mile bike ride
and concluded with a 26.2-mile marathon run.
Kim’s exposure to sports began
early. “My parents introduced me to
the wonderful world of sports,” she
said.

She joined the Cranford midget/
youth soccer organization and later
played on the traveling soccer teams.
She also got involved in basketball,
softball and swimming, but soccer
was her main interest.
Kim made the Mid-NJ Under-17
Select Soccer team and had teammates from Scotch Plains, Clark and
Westfield, which included Kristen
Zadouran and Katie Heinkel, whom
she eventually competed against in
her four years of high school soccer.
“It was strange to be playing against
teammates, who had also become my
friends,” she said.
A multi-sport athlete, Kim also was
a four-year varsity starter on the track
team, competing in the 800 meters
and the mile relay.
After graduating from Siena College in Loudonville, NY in 2001 as
an English and Writing major, Kim
moved to Boston where she was eventually introduced to the Leukemia
and Lymphoma’s Team in Training,

Weichert

Courtesy of Kim Kaltreider

POKING RUN…Kim Kaltreider pokes some fun before a big race.
®

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Leona Sinclair
• Top Sales Month of August
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Leona Sinclair
of the Weichert Westfield Office
Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Leona in, and she’ll bring results!
Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

where participants raised money for
the charity, while training for an
endurance event. She signed up for
the Hyannis Sprint Triathlon and
began training with quarter-mile
swims, borrowed a hybrid bike and
would run a few miles around Boston during the week.
“The goal was to simply finish.
After months of training, the big race
day came, and we did great! My parents drove up to watch, and I remember having an absolute blast,” Kim
recalled.
Kaltreider kept raising the bar and
decided to run the Boston Marathon.
“How I felt running the Boston Marathon was indescribable. I still get goose
bumps thinking about the roar of the
Wellesley College crowd, the struggle
of Heartbreak Hill, and having two of
my friends appear on the sidelines and
finish the last five miles with me. It is
that feeling that motivates me to be that
strong woman battling obstacles and
crossing a finish line. Not just in a race,
but in life,” she said.
In 2007, she began training for the
Mooseman Olympic Triathlon and
after finishing she became more determined to get stronger and faster.
The next step was to join a team with
professional triathletes as coaches and
found Jesse Kropelnicki and Tim
Snow. The training intensified!
In preparation for the Firmman
Half-Ironman, Snow introduced Kim
to a rigid program, which included
strength training, and Jesse gave her
a personalized nutrition plan, incorporating more protein and cutting out
carbohydrates.
“After only two months, I had
dropped 18 pounds. The detailed nutrition plan along with a structured
training schedule proved a success. I
went on to finish the Half-Ironman in
a little over six hours, the greatest
physical accomplishment (up to that
point) in my life,” Kim said.
Next, on deck was the Ironman
Lake Placid. One year of grueling
training, which included more intense
pool workouts, running in the sleet
and snow and long bike rides, was
hampered by a severe bike accident
in October and a hamstring/adductor/
sciatic nerve injury less than a month
before the race. Doctors advised her
not to run.
“Knowing my parents, who supported me through 29 years of athletic endeavors, academic achievements, and lifelong goals, were at the
finish line, knowing they were the
ones who taught me determination
and courage, always encouraging me
to be an individual, always believing
in my abilities, and always cheering
me on, from the sidelines of midget
soccer to the 24 years later during the
13:54 hours of the Ironman, I finished,” Kim said.
“I have never been so thankful to
have grown up a Kaltreider. My parents, Jeff and Carol, my brother Chris,
and the memory of my grandfathers,
Robert Connelly and John Kaltreider,
helped me cross the Ironman finish
line,” she said.

UC 50+ SOFTBALL CHAMPS…Bare Necessities won the Union County Senior 50+ Softball League “A” Division title.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Joe Massimino, Steve Ferro, Brian Williams, Tom Straniero and Keith Gibbons;
second row, Frank Pepe, Angelo Corbo, Larry Berra, Tony Williams, Tony Radice, Tom Lombardi, Harry Semple and Ed
Belford. Missing: Karl Grossmann, Billy Mirto and Gary Pence.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball Playoff Results:

Bare Necessities Grab
UC 50+ Softball Title
For the fifth time in the past seven
years, the Bare Necessities softball
team (formerly: Comcast, Lombardi/
Greenkeepers, American Legion)
managed by Keith Gibbons, won the
Union County Senior Softball division “A” title. The team finished the
regular season with a 22-2 record.
During the regular season the team
was led by the awesome hitting of: Ed
Belford (.839), Tony Radice (.725),
Brian Williams (.704), Steve Ferro
(.651), Joe Massimino (.642) and Tom
Straniero (.610).
During the playoffs, Bare Necessities swept the D&K team in the semifinals, 11-3, 13-4. In the finals against
second seeded Buffy’s Tavern and
down one game, the team won the next
two games, 12-8 and 14-9 to win the
overall championship. During the playoff run the team was led by: Massimino
(.933, 3 HR, 8 RBI), Radice (.692),
Angelo Corbo (.625), Belford (.600)
and Tony Williams with eight RBI.

SEMIFINALS:
Awnings 5, Buffy’s Tavern 4
Bob Grausam, Bob Rahnenfuhrer,
Neil Grandstrand, Bruce Crawford,
Fred Amado and Dave Waxtel all
contributed two hits.
Buffy’s 11, Awnings Galore 1
Buffy’s Tavern 6, Awnings 2
Bare Necessities 11, D&K 3
Bare Necessities 13, D&K 4
Joe Massimino had three hits. Frank
Pepe, Tom Straniero and Tony Williams all homered.
KMD Tuning 9, Re/Max 2
KMD Tuning 10, Re/Max 7
KMD advanced to the “B” Division finals.
Kerry Gelb (3 doubles) and Paul
Taeschler (home run and several hits)
led KMD. Brian McDermott delivered a key two-run triple in Game 2.
KMD’s Dan Mulligan pitched two
strong games.

David B. Corbin (jULY 2008 FILES) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPETITIVE FOE…Vic Gorman of Buffy’s Tavern competed hard against
Bare Necessities in the Union County Senior 50+ Men’s Softball League A
Division championships.

In Westfield…

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.
Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.
*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

CRANFORD

$380,000

Bring in your decorating and renovation ideas! This
custom home is near NY transportation, school, town
shops and restaurants. Offers 9 rooms and includes 3
Bedrooms, 2 full baths, newer granite Kitchen, bath,
roof, windows and more.

FANWOOD

$431,900

Charming side hall Colonial with newly finished hardwood floors throughout, 3 Bedrooms, Living Room
with fireplace, Formal Dining Room and private
screened porch off Living Room that leads to a great
deck. Charm galore! Great Location!

SPRINGFIELD

$999,000

Stunning, sprawling 18 room Ranch with a contemporary flair. On nearly ¾’s of an acre of lush seclusion. Too many inclusions to list, but begin with a 2level deck. Just perfect for 2 separate living quarters.

SCOTCH PLAINS

$799,000

Circa 1785 center hall Colonial with 10 rooms has
been lovingly cared for with so many charming details.
Offers wide board pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces,
Butler’s pantry, newer roof, large screened porch.
Approximately one acre of level grounds framed by
authentic split rail fence.

MOUNTAINSIDE

$799,000

SCOTCH PLAINS

$910,000

Beautifully maintained brick Cape Cod/Colonial with
spacious rooms includes a fabulous 2nd floor Master
Bedroom Suite with sitting room, office area, large
customized walk-in closet and luxury bath. The updated Kitchen opens to eat area. Also offers a Family
Room, Florida Room, 2 additional Bedrooms, 2 baths
and a Living Room.

Colonial style Expanded Ranch features 10 rooms and
includes 4 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths, new roof, furnace and
HWH. The Family Room opens to an updated
Kitchen, Sun Room with slider to deck, Master Bedroom with updated bath, walk-in closet and office area,
Junior Suite with full bath, Recreation Room with wet
bar and pool table. Beautifully landscaped.

WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD

$1,775,000

Stately center hall Colonial on nearly ¾’s acre of magnificent grounds in the heart of Indian Forest. Wonderful living and entertaining space, 4 fireplaces, classic architectural detail, large Family Room addition
with vaulted ceiling and custom cabinets. Freshly
painted interior and refinished oak floors.

$649,900

Pristine Colonial with many updates. This
home sold for 99% of its list price in only 7 days.
Contact any of our extraordinary agents and let
them design a personalized marketing plan for
your home.

The Office 21, SMC 18
The Office rallied from an 11-4
deficit. SMC scored six runs in the
top of the fourth but SMC answered
with seven then took a 21-11 lead
into the seventh. SMC scored seven
times before Ken Dunbar struck out
the potential tying run for the final
out. The Office produced 29 hits.
Dennis Kosowicz and Charlie
Wischusen had three RBI each. Mike
DeChiaro, Dave Drechsel and Glen
Zuhl contributed two each.
SMC 8, The Office 7
SMC 14, The Office 10
Dave Drechsel was 5-for-6, Glen
Zuhl and Bill Hinkle were both 4for-6 to lead The Office. Dunbar
provided steady pitching.
Creative Industries, 19 LA Law 8
Creative 25, LA Law 16
Creative advanced to the 60+ Division finals.
Commerce 15, Kilkenny 5
Commerce Bank’s clutch hitting
and solid defense, including four
double plays, secured the victory.
Commerce 9, Kilkenny 5
Commerce advanced to the 60+
Division finals
PLAYOFF FINALS:
Buffy’s 10, Bare Necessities 2
Bare Necessities 12, Buffy’s 8
Bare Necessities 14, Buffy’s 9
Bare Necessities became both
regular-season and playoff champions.
KMD Tuning 17, SMC 10
KMD staged a rally in the eighth
inning to clinch it. KMD’s Billy
Early, Paul Taeschler and Ed Quinn
all hit home runs. Dan Mulligan was
strong on the mound.
SMC 12, KMD Tuning 10
SMC 9, KMD Tuning 8
SMC won the “B” division championship. KMD took an 8-7 lead on
a home run by Paul Taeschler in the
top of the seventh, but SMC scored
two runs in the bottom half.
Creative 8, Commerce 4
In a finals match-up that lived up
to its billing, Creative Industries,
behind the pitching of Tom Lombardi
and an almost flawless defense,
swept Commerce Bank in two hard
fought games. There was very little
room for error in either game.
The first game was won in a game
closer than the score indicated. Creative scored six runs in the third
inning but Commerce continued to
peck away. Creative was led by the
hitting of Demo Cervelli (single and
double) and two hits each from Tom
Lombardi (double and single) and
Howard Jones.
Creative 7, Commerce 6
In a thriller that ended with Commerce having the tying run on third
in the bottom of the eighth, Creative
completed the sweep with Tom
Lombardi getting the final Commerce batter to ground out, second
to first. This was a seesaw game with
the lead changing five times. Joe
Adochio drove in Bill Dougherty
with the winning run in the top of the
8th inning.
Creative batted 15 players in the
game (all of their available players),
with all but one player getting at
least one hit. Tom Lombardi was the
winning pitcher, and also collected a
single and double. Other players with
multiple hits were Demo Cervelli (2
hits, including a double) and Frank
Cavallaro (3 hits). Bob Failla also
chipped in with 2 singles.
Felix Vales pitched a strong game
for Commerce and also contributed
a timely RBI double in the sixth
inning. Pete Osborn went 4-for-5 in
the two games with four doubles.
Both teams are looking for a
rematch in the NJSSA Tournament
to be played in Linden.
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MEET THE 2008 RAIDER TENNIS TEAM…New Head Coach Gary Wasserman
expects an interesting season coupled with excellent results from tri-captains
Alyssa Riesenberg, Julia Deutsch and Emily Katz, along with Aleksandra Szczuka,
Isabel Lopez and Neha Pannuri. Other team members are: Lyndsey Douglas,
Christina Reiman, Katie Levitt, Eve Rosenheck and Katie Foley.

RIESENBERG, DEUTSCH, KATZ TO LEAD

Raider Net Girls Prep
To Do Well This Season
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Developing its current talent, while
building a young team that strives to
be in the top-three in the county and
sectional tournaments is the primary
focus of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School new Head Coach Gary
Wasserman.
With perhaps the lowest turnout in
decades, heavy responsibility will be
cast upon the shoulders of tri-captains Alyssa Riesenberg, Julia
Deutsch and Emily Katz, and the
experience of Aleksandra Szczuka,
Isabel Lopez and Neha Pannuri.
“I was a little disturbed. This is a
numbers game and they were not there.
Only 11 girls tried out for varsity;
three seniors, four juniors and four
sophomores, so it’s been pretty much
of a challenge. I don’t know what
happened over the past few years as far
as the girls’ program but I’m looking
to improve the program and this is a
building block. One step at a time and
we are going to work hard,” said coach
Wasserman. “However, when you
coach, particularly a young team, it’s a
matter of learning who you’re players
are, developing those players into actual players and dealing with the skills
that they have. I always believed that
you have to learn how to lose before
you can learn how to win. And when
we lose, I want them walking off the
court with their heads up.”
Last year, the Raider girls tied with
Linden for seventh place in the Union
County Tournament (UCT). Szczuka,
a junior, will compete at first singles.
“She is by far the better player and far
superior to the rest of the field,” said

Wasserman.
Lopez, a sophomore will play second singles and Pannuri will compete
at third singles. Last year, Lopez and
Pannuri competed at second doubles.
“They had to play three matches because each one won a match and they
had to play a tiebreaker match to see
who would take the second spot. But
we have some girls who are right
there and if the team does not blend
the way I want it to, I will open up the
challenges and make changes when
needed,” said Wasserman.
Junior Lyndsey Douglas and Katz
will play first doubles, while Deutsch
and sophomore Christina Reiman will
compete at second doubles. “Lyndsey
and Katz, they’re a strong team and I
expect them to do well this year. There
is some good chemistry at second
doubles. They have been playing JV
tennis together and they really made
out to be a good team,” said Wasserman.
Katie Levitt, Christina Reiman,
Katie Foley and Eve Rosenheck are
in the mix for playing spots and likely
see playing time.
As to the team’s expectations,
Wasserman said, “It’s very hard to set
goals because I really do not know
what I’m up against. It should be very
interesting. If we go five hundred for
the season, I’ll be extremely happy. I
do think we will do better than that
and I think we will make the states.
Put it this way! After Westfield,
Bridgewater and JP Stevens, I’m hoping to be 6-3. That’s what I’m looking
at. You work with them during practice, you teach them only so much but
it’s a matter of getting the girls out
here and letting them show their stuff.”

Taken from the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
Times
–
www.goleader.com
September 11, 1999: The Blue
Devil girls cross-country team seized
first in the St. Dominic Academy Invitational in Jersey City. The Blue
Devils totaled 69 points to outrun the
Randolph girls who finished second
with 83 points. Maura McMahon led
the Blue Devil “Pac,” placing second
with a time of 21:30 and Alexis
Anzelone finished sixth with a time
of 22:21.
September 8, 2001: The Raider
football team hit pay dirt four times
and silenced Malcolm X. Shabazz,
27-6, in Scotch Plains. Senior quarterback Brian Schiller passed for
137 yards and two touchdowns. Fullback Andrew Pavoni had a 25-yard
TD gallop. Schiller connected to
senior Steve Williams on a quick
slant for a 50-yard TD. Junior Kyle
Adams had an 80-yard punt return
for a TD. Schiller hit Ray Williams
for a 34-yard TD.
September 13, 2002: The Blue
Devil boys soccer team, comprised
mainly of multi-sport athletes, subdued St. Peter’s Prep, 2-0, in the
season opener at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Co-Captain Billy
Schultz scored both goals.
September 15, 2003: The hosting Raider soccer girls provided an
aggressive passing attack that made
it possible to defeat Westfield, 2-1.
Blue Devil Aly Ludmer scored on

an assist from Danielle Fried. Raider
freshman Carleen Bronokowski
burned the net on a Carly Wells
assist and, after a 1-1, deadlock,
junior Allie Hamilton sparked the
game winner on a free kick from
about 30-yards out.
September 8, 2000: Westfield’s
21-6 victory over Cranford before a
decent crowd at Union was not perfect, but it was a win. Junior Terrence
Jenkins picked up 74 yards on just
nine carries, and scored two touchdowns on short runs of 3 and 8 yards
(getting a super block from pulling
guard Dave King on the latter). And
classmate Matt Andzell, in his first
start at inside linebacker, was all
over the field, contributing 13 tackles to lead a defense that limited
Cranford to 136 yards of total offense.

Jim O’Connor (njsportpics.com) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEPPING UP A NOTCH…Freshman midfielder Tina Cognetti of Westfield
played for the University of Scranton women’s soccer team against Muhlenberg
College on September 6. Muhlenberg won 3-1.

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Courtesy Hearing on
September 22, 2008 at 7:30 pm to hear
the application of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education for Terrill Middle
School, 1301 Terrill Road, Block 12001,
Lot 1 to install four temporary trailers to be
used as student classrooms.
The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Planning Board, 2nd
Floor, Municipal Building and available for
public inspection during regular office
hours.
Barbara Horev
Secretary to the Planning Board
1 T - 9/11/08, The Times
Fee: $17.34

Teach Your Child To
Love Excellence

Open House: Sunday, 9/14 1-4PM
156 Overleigh Road, Bernardsville
BERNARDSVILLE MOUNTAIN unique country home on
5 tranquil acres surrounded by gardens, terraces & pool.
Gracious living spaces include 5 bedrooms, eat-in kitchen,
formal living/dining rooms, 3 fireplaces. $1,600,000.
Dir: Rt. 202 to Claremont Rd., left on Post Kunhardt, left on
Berkshire, left on Overleigh.

Basking Ridge/Bernardsville Office (908) 766-0808
(908) 812-7415 – Ruth-Walker@burgdorff.com

Karate N Motion
1006 South Ave • Westﬁeld, NJ 07090 • 908 232-6440 • Karatenmotion.com
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Scotch Plains Lions Seek Vendors for Scotch Plains Day
Returning Lost Money
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
On Sunday, the Lions Market will on a “first come-first served” basis after
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Plains Lions Club is seeking vendors
for Scotch Plains Day/Weekend on
Saturday and Sunday, October 4 and 5.
On that Saturday, the Lions Market
will take place from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
alongside the regular Farmers Market in the municipal building parking
lot at 430 Park Avenue.

be featured from noon to 5 p.m. on
Park Avenue. Rides and entertainment also will be part of the festivities. Park Avenue will be closed to
vehicular traffic on Sunday.
In addition to the market, a limited
number of food vendor opportunities
will be available. All vendors may set up

6:30 a.m. on Saturday and 9 a.m. on
Sunday using their own tables and chairs.
Anyone interested in vendor spaces
for either Saturday or Sunday, or both
days, or in need of more information
is asked to call Scotch Plains Lions
Club Vice President Ron Kelly at
(908) 753-8218.

WESTFIELD

$1,495,000

Imagine your dream home on a wonderful street in the Wilson School area. Buontempo Homes will build to suit.
Plans are available or customize with the builder to create an elegantly appointed 3600sq ft quality home with
4bedrooms, 4full baths, sumptuous master suite, extensive moldings, oak floors throughout and custom cabinetry
with granite. Please call for your appointment to discuss your plans. WSF0231

In a time when it seems we hear nothing but bad news, I would like to publicly
thank the owner of Lisa’s Balloons on
Central Avenue for her recent good deed
of returning a large sum of money to me.
Within the past few weeks, after a
hectic day with many stops on my schedule, I came to realize that I was missing a
large sum of cash. I tried to retrace my
steps to determine if anyone had found
the money. Unfortunately, no one reported finding it. I thought it was gone
and chalked it up as a bad day.
The following week I stopped at Lisa’s
Balloons to buy birthday cards. As I said
hello, Lisa looked at me and asked if I had
been in her store recently. I said I had
stopped in the previous week. She then
asked if I was missing anything. I then
realized that her store was the one place to
which I had forgotten to return in search
of my lost cash. I mentioned the amount
I was missing (approximately $170); she
reached into her purse and pulled out the
money, which she had wrapped with a
rubber band. It turns out I had left it on the
counter when making a purchase a week
earlier. At the time she ran out of the store
to see if I was still around, but I had
departed the area.
To say it made my day is an understatement. What a pleasant surprise. And thank
you for doing the right thing.
Matt Loughlin
Westfield

Reading is Good For You

Virginia Cosenza
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-313-0650
email:virginia.cosenza@cbmoves.com
www.virginiacosenza.com
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

goleader.com/subscribe

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
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More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

$20 Million County School For
50 Students a Year Is Appalling
I have been reading about the Union
County Board of Freeholders decision to
build yet another county high school, this
one dedicated to the highly specialized
field of theater arts. I was appalled to
learn that this school will be built at a cost
of $20 million and will graduate about 50
students per year.
Not mentioned to date are the future
costs of faculty, other staff and maintenance with their attendant salaries, benefits and ongoing equipment needs. Apparently, our Freeholders do not comprehend that citizens are getting fed up with
the ever-increasing cost of county government. Is this the time to burden taxpayers with yet another high cost program?
Beyond the immediate issue of the cost
of building another school for a 50 student graduating class is the question of
why such a school is needed. Most community high schools offer opportunities
for students to participate in drama and
other theater arts as do summer workshops, amateur theater groups, private

dance schools etc. For those students who
do not have adequate opportunities, why
not fund theater arts classes through the
existing network of community schools
either as curriculum or after school classes,
or with expanded summer workshops.
Remember, we are talking about 50
students per year at the high school level.
The costs for this approach would have to
be dramatically lower than building and
maintaining a dedicated school.
My wife and I are active supporters of
the Arts in New Jersey and fully support
instruction in the Arts for all high school
students, but we question whether the
cost/benefit of this building program justifies the expenditure of $20 million plus
the future cost of administration and maintenance. I would think that, if questioned,
a great majority of Union county taxpayers would agree that the Freeholders
should reconsider their plan to build this
costly school.
John Engelhart
Westfield

Lance Should Focus on Stender’s
Freeholder Days, Not Mother’s Taxes
I’d like to agree with Louis Beckerman
of Scotch Plains’ letter-to-the-editor in
which he takes aim at the state Senator
Leonard Lance campaign for Congress
for blaming Assemblywoman Linda
Stender for her mother’s slow pay of her
property taxes.
This was a dirty campaign trick in light
of the fact that Sen. Lance is not speaking
out against Linda Stender’s days as a
Union County freeholder and her earlier
days as an assemblywoman when her
husband Richard Stender, d/b/a/ SVO
Printing, was given two county printing
contracts and charged $40,000 over the
next lowest bidder and other actions, such
as Stender being put on the Union County
payroll when she left her freeholder seat
to become an assemblywoman.

Actions such as these have become
typical and accepted by our elected officials in the Statehouse who turn a blind
eye to machine politicians enriching themselves and their loyal foot soldiers.
As a New Jersey state senator, Leonard
Lance should be against this sort of thing
even if he weren’t running for Congress. He
should be apologizing to all the residents of
New Jersey for his lack of interest in cleaning up corruption and unethical behavior
from all elected officials in New Jersey. We
expect and deserve better from you, Mr.
Lance. Oh, and you too Mrs. Stender.
Tina Renna
President, Union County Watchdog Association, Inc.
Cranford

With DEMs Likely to Hold Congress,
Shouldn’t We Pick A GOP President?

Westfield

Westfield

Scotch Plains

Youthful 3 bedroom, 3 bath
Ranch, located on quiet
circular street and
near all schools.
Magnificent park-like
property, featuring new
patio and new paver
walkways.
Offered at $579,900

Stunning 4 bedroom,
3.1 bath Colonial
in picturesque
Wychwood section!
Just built, this classic home
has a terrific floor plan and
wonderful amenities
including Viking appliances.
Presented at $1,699,000

“Southwyck” Townhouse,
end unit, in
excellent condition!
Living room, dining room,
kitchen open to family
room, 2 bedrooms plus loft,
laundry on 2nd floor,
2.1 baths.
Asking $385,000

resale

new homes

WESTFIELD OFFICE

fine homes

908.232.5664

relocation

mortgage

title

215 North Avenue West

insurance

Westfield, NJ 07090
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Just two years ago, Democrats warned
everyone about the dangers of one-party
rule in Washington (although, curiously,
they never seemed to share the same
concern about Trenton). Now they embrace one-party rule in Washington –
provided theirs is the party doing the
ruling. A John McCain veto might well be
the only thing that stands between the
American people and massive federal tax
hikes next year.
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi have
made no secret of their tax hike plans for
America, and Barack Obama has already
publicly voiced support for ill-advised

tax hikes that will not only hurt the middle
class, but also cripple the American
economy. Our nation benefits from the
system of “checks and balances,” in which
each party exercises a moderating influence on the other’s actions.
Given that media pundits predict the
Democrats will retain control over Congress next year, doesn’t it make sense for
voters to elect a President who will protect their interests by acting as a check on
some of the wilder proposals coming out
of Capitol Hill?
Asm. Richard Merkt
Brookside

It’s Hard for NJ Politicians to Keep
Straight Face Talking About Morality
One cannot help to be continually
amazed, shocked and dismayed by the
actions by our elected officials in Trenton. In particular, this letter refers to
Trenton’s borrowing almost $4 billion
dollars for continual school construction. We are living in an environment
where we have significant unemployment, massive house foreclosures, significant house values dropping some 10
to 15 percent since this past January
alone, elected officials being convicted
of abuse of the public trust, a governor
who is spending our money to protect
releasing of his e-mails, and on and on.
The previous School Construction
Corporation (SCC) spent $8 billion
without completing the construction. It
is widely reported and believed that
there has been widespread abuse of this
$8 billion dollars. There has been no
effort to recoup the money that was
misspent and no one has ever been held

accountable.
The governor said that any additional
bonding would only take place with public voting approval, except this one. The
governor also said that the courts mandated this expenditure and we had a
moral responsibility. It is my understanding that the courts never said we had to
borrow the money, and do it without a
public vote.
With respect to the moral responsibility the governor mentioned, it is hard to
keep a straight face for any N.J. politician to talk about morality on any issue.
How many have been convicted of abuse
– 125 or so? Shall we list the names? We
as the taxpayers do not share this morality guilt trip.
Our property taxes are going up faster
than our incomes; we see runaway payrolls of public employees with benefits
we will never see. Should one doubt this,
just take a look at the recent news regarding the salaries and purchased non-accredited degrees of our public educators
or the governor refusing to sign the legislation to revise the pension reform,
which will cost us millions. He simply
caved in to NJEA Joyce Powell again.
I notified my elected officials the day
of the budget vote that any additional
borrowing must take place only after
vetting by the public. Two of them had
very pleasant people tending the phones.
They listened, took notes, but they voted
for the borrowing anyway. The other
one did not have anyone answering the
phones, but did not approve any additional borrowing.
However, there is a ray of hope. Steve
Lonegan’s Americans for Prosperity
have filed a lawsuit against this bonding.
All of us of the taxpaying public should
cheer him and his organization on. Let
your voices be heard, let your elected
officials and the courts know that we as
the public, (i.e., their employers) will
not stand for this reoccurrence of borrowing without our vote.
Albert Muller
Scotch Plains
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
September 9,2008. Copies of this ordinance can be obtained without cost in the
Town Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town
Hall, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1923
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
(This ordinance permits the general public to park in the permit spaces in Lot No.
8 and employee designated spaces on
Orchard Street, Ferris Place and Elm Street
without charge after 4:30 pm prevailing
time Monday through Friday.)
This ordinance is scheduled for adoption on September 23, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. or
as soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $28.56
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Trinitas Hospital to Hold
Fifth Annual Health Expo

LOVE FROM THE HOMEFRONT…Youngsters from the Goddard School in
Fanwood join residents of Chelsea Assisted Living to create decorative hearts to
be sent to United States military personnel overseas. Pictured, clockwise from
lower left, are: Chelsea resident Mildred, Brandon (age 5), Delaney (age 4) and
Chelsea resident Blanche.

Children, Seniors Make
Hearts for U.S. Soldiers
FANWOOD – Pre-school children
from the Goddard School in Fanwood
recently visited senior citizens at the
Chelsea Assisted Living residence on
South Avenue, located opposite the
school.
During the visit, the youngsters
and seniors sat at craft tables together
and created hand-painted hearts that
will be delivered to United States
military men and women overseas.
The project is part of the Hearts
for Heroes program created by Interregnum, a non-profit organization.
Interregnum provides the ceramic
hearts, paints, brushes and message

cards. The children and their senior
partners hand decorate the hearts
and write a message of support to an
American soldier.
Chelsea Senior Living has worked
with Interregnum on similar projects
in some of its other communities for
Assisted Living Week, September 7
to 13. This year’s theme is “Filling
Life with Love.”
Interregnum supports people going through life crises, such as cancer
or catastrophic loss due to natural or
man-made disasters. For more information, visit interregnum.org.

CLARK – On Saturday, September 20, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the
Fifth Annual Trinitas Hospital Health
Expo will be held at Mother Seton
Regional High School in Clark. Open
to the public, the free event will take
place in the cafeteria, located near the
rear entrance of the high school on
Valley Road near the Garden State
Parkway.
Designed as an outreach effort to
share health care information with
the community, “The Power of Healing” Health Expo will feature health
screenings, analyses and evaluations
geared for adults, seniors and children. Multiple departments and programs at Trinitas Hospital will present
information to the community to
showcase the range of services the
hospital offers. Outside agencies and
health care service providers also will
participate by providing information
during the event.
Those who attend the event will
have opportunities to undergo a wide
range of health screenings, including
body fat analysis, blood pressure,
blood sugar (glucose), cholesterol and
sleep disorder screenings, and pulmonary function testing. In addition,
Trinitas Hospital pharmacists will be
available to answer questions about
prescription medications.
Those who are interested in speaking with a pharmacist are urged to

bring a list of their current medications/dosages with them.
Among the activities for children
will be those on child safety, the dangers of lead poisoning, and evaluation of growth and development patterns such as gross motor skills.
“As we prepare to introduce the
hospital’s services and Centers of Excellence under the new identity of
Trinitas Regional Medical Center in
the fall, this year’s location will again
help us to promote our services to
Union County communities beyond
Elizabeth,” said Sr. Marion Scranton,
director of Community Initiatives.
“Although Trinitas is a vital part of
the state’s fourth largest city as its
only hospital, Trinitas has truly become a regional provider of innovative health care from cancer treatment and cardio health, to renal care
and wound care. We believe that this
year’s Health Expo will give us an
opportunity to inform many people
who live outside of Elizabeth that
Trinitas offers quality service, employs highly-qualified physicians and
other medical professionals and specializes in care that focuses on the
mind, body and spirit.”
Parking will be available in the rear
parking lot of the high school campus. The public is advised that scheduled screenings and activities are subject to last-minute change.

A HELPING HAND…Maria Tsitsirago of the YWCA of Eastern Union
County accepts a $1,000 HopeLine® donation from Verizon Wireless Store
Manager Pedro Valentin at the grand opening of its newest Communications
Store in Westfield. The donation was made possible through the company’s
HopeLine program, which collects no-longer-used wireless phones, refurbishes or recycles them and donates the proceeds to community domestic
violence advocacy groups in the form of cash grants and prepaid wireless
phones for victims.

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net hye-young@att.net
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All Saints’ to Host
LYRA Performance
SCOTCH PLAINS – The All
Saints’ Episcopal Church will host
LYRA, an ensemble of Russian singers, in concert on Friday, September
19, at 8 p.m.
The singers, two women and three
men, will offer a diverse program
consisting of sacred music from the
Russian Orthodox Church, lively folk
music and romantic pieces. All have
trained at the St. Petersburg Conservatory.
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for children under 12. They may be
purchased online at OvationTix –
reachable through a link on the All
Saints’ website, allsaints-spnj.org.
Tickets also will be available at the
door the night of the concert.
A pre-concert dinner with the performers is being planned, at a cost of
$10 per person. To make dinner reservations, call All Saints’ Church at
(908) 322-8047. Dinner guests may
begin arriving at 6 p.m., with the
dinner to be held at 6:30 p.m. All
Saints’ Church is located at 559 Park
Avenue, across from Park Middle
School, in Scotch Plains.

Car Wash Saturday
To Benefit Students
GARWOOD – The eighth-grade
class of Lincoln School in Garwood
will sponsor a car wash on Saturday,
September 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at the Garwood Little League, located on Myrtle Avenue and Oak
Street.
Prices will be $7 for cars and $10 for
trucks and SUVs. Proceeds will support the class. Refreshments also will
be served. The rain date is Sunday,
September 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Open House: Sunday, 9/14 1-4PM

Open House: Sunday, September 14th 1-4PM • 866 Winyah Ave.
Westfield . . . Warmth & ambiance fill this charming CH Col in the heart of Wychwood.
8 RMS, 3 BRS, 2 ½ BTH home on 80 x 149 property. Plantation front porch, LR foyer &
DR w/refinished floors, beaut detail molding. Custom new’r Dudick KIT w/granite, cherry
cabs, bright FR with modified ceiling. 2 zn CAC, 2 new BTHS, refin. many new wndws,
& extensive exterior upgrades. $950,000.

308 N. Scotch Plains Ave., Westfield
$799,000

Westfield
$625,000

Presenting another new construction by Madden Properties,
LLC known for their fine craftsmanship and attention to
detail. This is your opportunity to own a brand new home
in Westfield built with quality appointments, yet
affordable to acquire. Custom Colonial featuring four
bedrooms and three and a half baths with wonderful open
floor plan of Kitchen and Family Room detailed with
traditional flair and impeccable molding and trim
throughout. Finished Basement with full Bath, attached
Garage, efficient air and heat units are the finishing
touches to this remarkable home. Directions: South
Avenue or West Broad to North Scotch Plains Avenue.

This Queen Anne Victorian home has been lovingly preserved
and classically detailed throughout with original woodwork,
floors, panes, stained glass windows, pocket doors, fireplace
and gracious front porch. The welcoming Foyer with striking
staircase leads through the Living Room, Dining Room and
Kitchen. The Second Floor features an open landing/TV area
with three Bedrooms, an updated vintage style Bath and
wonderful spacious private Balcony. The Third Floor is a
private get-away perfect as an Office, Recreation Room or
fourth Bedroom. A time-honored home with modern updates
all set on a lush property with vintage brick driveway and
patio located only 1 block from the train, bus and town.

Kathy Shea
Sales Associate
Office: 908-233-5555 ext. 167
Direct: 908-301-2020
E-Mail: kathyshea@aol.com
Web: RealEstateNJHomes.com

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Scotch Plains . . . This is your dream house on .956 ac on a cul-de-sac. Total renovation
with Peluso construction and master carpentry by Russell Heard. 4 bedrooms, 3 full, 2 half
baths. Amenities: extensive moldings, many French and pocket doors, porcelain, marble,
ceramic and wood floors with radiant heat in the foyer, kitchen, laundry, mud room and
hallway, designer kitchen with Swedish custom high gloss cabinets, deluxe appliances,
filtered hot and cold water, sunroom with three walls of Anderson windows, skylights,
vaulted ceiling, family room with home theater, Full basement, recreation room with home
theater, wet bar, full bath, bedroom with Murphy bed for guest, exercise room, Stuart Audio
System, 4 zone heat and central air, in ground pool with cool decking, pergola with table
and chairs. Much more to insure that this is the ideal place to call home.
$1,175,000.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
BROKER ASSOCIATE
908-233-5347, Direct Dial
GUCAR President 2003—2004

Classic vintage charm sparkles in this alluring Westfield Colonial boasting
hardwood floors with in-laid borders, dentil & crown molding and recent updates. A French door opens to the fire lit living room while the formal dining
room and sunny den shine with timeless details. The updated kitchen has a
breakfast nook and an updated powder room. The master accompanies three
more bedrooms and an updated full bath. A rec room, newer central-air, a recent conversion to gas fired heat, deck and an endearing yard craft a venue
that can’t be beat. Presented for $635,000.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH FROM 1:00 TO 4:00PM
1914 Lake Avenue

Scotch Plains . . . This pristine, sun-filled three + bedroom, three and a half bath Colonial is situated on a
park like property on almost two acres. Recent improvements include an updated eat-in kitchen with stainless
appliances and custom built-in bench with wainscoting in the eating area, stunning bath with jacuzzi, custom
mouldings, second floor laundry, professionally landscaped property with paver patio, stone wall and lush
plantings and spacious basement recreation rooms including custom cherry and mahogany bar. This wonderful
home boasts features such as family room with cherry wood floors, gas fireplace and french doors to patio, sun
porch with custom inlay, abundant closets and storage and more. Beautifully decorated, this wonderful, spacious
home boasts truly move-in condition. A rare opportunity to enjoy carefree living on a private oasis in a convenient
location with top ranked schools. Offered for $639,000. ML# 2573085

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate

Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.suechecchio.com
©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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Lester Weiand, 77, Eucharistic Minister,
Owned Firm That Served Film Studios

Raymond F.Young, 88, of Westfield
died on Wednesday, September 3, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.
Born in Tyngsboro, Mass., he had
lived in Manchester, N.H. before
moving to Westfield four years ago.
Mr. Young was a veteran of World
War II, having served in the Army Air
Force. He had been employed as a
civil engineer with Ramada Inn before retiring 35 years ago.
Surviving are his daughter, Toni
Young Archambault and her husband,
Richard; his son, Raymond Young, Jr.
and his wife, Christine; two grandchildren, Christine Power and Lara
Vaicels, and one great-grandchild,
Gabriel Power.
A daughter, Monica Young, predeceased him.
The funeral was held on Monday,
September 8, from the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Cremation was private.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to Disabled American Veterans
(www.dav.org). For additional information or to express condolences, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

He served in the United States Air
Force and was a member of the Hampton Civil Air Patrol.
He owned Les Weiand Associates,
Inc., a company that provided marketing and promotions services to
various Hollywood movie studios in
the 1980s and 1990s. Les resided in
Scotch Plains for 15 years prior to
moving to Hampton, N.H. in 1984,
and then to Rye in 1994.
Les was a communicant of the
Our Lady of Miraculous Medal
Church in Hampton, where he
served as a Eucharistic Minister.
He loved the church, the mass and,
most of all, his family. His lifelong
faith and his family sustained him
as his health declined over the last
several years.
Surviving are his loving wife of 48
years, Nancy Leigh (Smith) Weiand;
a son, William Andrew Weiand and
his wife, Clare, of Mukilteo, Wash.,
and two daughters, Elizabeth Ann
Hughes and her husband, John, of
White House, Tenn. and Susan Leigh
Weiand and her fiancé, Matthew Thomas, of Wilmington, Del. He also
leaves his sister, Elizabeth Ann
DuMont of San Marino, Calif., and
six grandchildren.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated at 10 a.m. today, Thursday, September 11, at the Our Lady
of Miraculous Medal Church, 289
Lafayette Road in Hampton. Burial
will follow in the Central Cemetery
in Rye. Relatives and friends are
respectfully invited. In lieu of flowers, a donation may be made to Operation Outreach of Our Lady of
Miraculous Medal Church, 289
Lafayette Road, Hampton, N.H.
03842.
Arrangements are by the Remick
and Gendron Funeral Home-Crematory, 811 Lafayette Road in Hampton, www.remickgendron.com.

September 11, 2008

September 11, 2008

Lester “Les” Joseph Weiand, Jr.,
77, of Rye, N.H. died on Saturday,
September 6, after a long period of
declining health.
Born in Cambridge, Mass. on June
23, 1931, he was the only son of the
late Lester Joseph, Sr. and Anna
Bernice (Hagan) Weiand.
Les was raised in Cambridge,
Mass., Tonawanda, N.Y. and White
Plains, N.Y., graduating from White
Plains High School. He later received
his bachelor’s degree from St.
Michael’s College in Winooski, Vt.
as a member of the Class of 1954.

Raymond F. Young, 88

Free Class on Rain Gardens
Set For Sept. 25 at Library
FANWOOD – A free class entitled
“How to Install a Rain Garden” will
be offered on Thursday, September
25, at 7 p.m. at the Fanwood Memorial Library, located at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.
Experts from Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Union County and the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources Program will conduct
the class.
“Rain gardens let you use less tap

Prayer to
The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven, Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity. Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity. There are none who
can withstand your power. Show
me herein you are my mother. Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).
Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.
Say this prayer on three consecutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.
T.

water in your yard. You’ll spend less
time on maintenance, cut your water
bills and reduce the need for toxic
chemicals, too,” said Union County
Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada.
The class will include a tour of the
library’s own rain garden. There is no
charge, but pre-registration is required
and may be done by calling Rutgers
Cooperative Extension of Union
County at (908) 654-9854. More information about the class also is available at fanwoodlibrary.org.
Outdoor watering accounts for about
30 percent of household water use,
mainly for lawns or high-maintenance
garden beds. A rain garden simply
diverts more rainwater to the plants.
Rain gardens also rely on hardy
native plants that thrive without harmful chemicals. A rain garden can be an
attractive habitat for birds and butterflies as well.
The Cooperative Extension of Union
County provides the community with
science-based information on nutrition, food safety, home environmental
health, family well-being, agriculture
and 4-H youth development. It is supported in part by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.
For links to all Extension programs
and other Union County environmental resources, visit the Union County
Green Connection, ucnj.org/
greenconnect.

Hiking Club Provides
Variety of Activities
AREA – Area residents are invited to try out the Union County
Hiking Club, which offers various
hiking and bicycling activities.
Membership dues are $10 per year.
Prospective members may take part
in up to three outings before joining. For a complimentary schedule
that includes a new member application, call Union County Parks
and Community Renewal of Elizabeth at (908) 527-4900.

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

– Obituaries –

Herbert Farnum Albisser of West
Chester, Pa. died on Tuesday, September 9.
Born in Rahway on July 13, 1937
to the late Robert H. and Mary Louise
Albisser, he also was the stepson for
48 years to the late Maude Servoss
Albisser.
In his youth, Mr. Albisser was a
congregant of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield and also a member of the Boy Scouts of America.
He had been employed as a security guard in New Jersey until moving
to Chester County, Pa. in 1983. Mr.
Albisser then worked as a security
guard with the Kuntz Detective
Agency of Malvern, Pa.
His older brother, Robert Albisser,
Jr., predeceased him.
Surviving are his twin sister, Joan
Albisser of Boynton Beach, Fla., and
his cousins, William J. Scott, Jr. of
West Chester, Pa., Sharon Scott
Collins of Franklin, Tenn. and
Michelle Albisser Chalfant of Fort
Lauderdale, Fla.
Funeral services will be held at 11
a.m. on Monday, September 15, at
the Gray Funeral Home, 318 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Visitation
will take place from 10 a.m. until the
time of services. Interment will be
private.

He then worked for the National
Science Foundation in Arlington, Va.,
evaluating grant requests. While at
Merck, he co-authored a patent for
compounds useful in the treatment
of bacterial infections and cancerous tumors.
Dr. Poe belonged to numerous professional organizations, including the
Biophysical Society, the American
Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, and the American
Chemical Society. He also was a
member of the New York Academy of
Sciences, for which he regularly
judged high school science fairs.
He was an active member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church, where
he was an elder and former trustee.
Dr. Poe also belonged to the U.S.
Golf Association and won the Spring
Senior Kickoff Classic golf tournament at Apple Mountain Golf Club in
June of this year. The following day,
he competed for MIT in the Alumni
Masters division of the International
Regatta Association crew races in
Mount Laurel.
Surviving are his wife, Joan
Peterson Poe; his daughter and sonin-law, Alison Poe and Timothy
Lyons of Morristown; his parents,
Martin and Rosemary Poe of Hot
Springs Village, Ark.; his brother
and sister-in-law, David and Sally
Poe of Gallup, N.M., and numerous
nieces and nephews.
A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Saturday, September 13, at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 Martine Avenue in Fanwood. Interment will be private.
Arrangements are by the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
Dr. Poe’s memory may be made to
the Memorial Fund of the Fanwood
Presbyterian
Church
(www.fanwoodpc.org) or to the International Lyme and Associated
Diseases Society (www.ilads.org).

September 11, 2008

September 11, 2008

Dr. Martin Poe of Scotch Plains
died on Thursday, August 14.
Born in St. Louis, Mo., he was
raised in Rock Rapids, Iowa. He received his Bachelor of Science degree from MIT, where he won the
Freshman Chemistry Prize and was a
member of the varsity crew team that
won the Compton Cup.
Dr. Poe was awarded his Doctorate
in Biophysics from the University of
Pennsylvania.
Following
a
postdoctoral position at DuPont in
Wilmington, Del., he spent most of his
career as a senior research biophysicist with Merck and Co. in Rahway.

Herbert F. Albisser

Donations Are Requested
For JCC Used Book Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey, located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will host its
Annual Used Book Sale from Sunday
through Friday, September 21 to 26.
Proceeds from this sale will benefit the JCC’s Adult Enrichment Department, which provides a recreational program and hot meals for
senior citizens.
Donations of gently used books
are welcome and will be accepted
from Sunday through Friday, Sep-

tember 14 to 19. Fiction, nonfiction
(excluding textbooks) and children’s
books are welcome. All books should
be dropped off at the JCC’s member
services desk. Tax-deductible forms
will be available to all those donating books.
For more information about the
used book sale or the Adult Enrichment Department, contact Barbara
Weisbart at bweisbart@jccnj.org or
(908) 889-8800, extension no. 207.
Information also is available at
jccnj.org.

Towels, Linens and Toiletries
Sought For Shelter Residents
WESTFIELD – The Greater Union
County Association of Realtors
(GUCAR) is collecting “tired” towels
and linens, along with unused toiletries,
for distribution to local shelters for abused
women and the homeless. Sponsored by

Church Women Post
Date For Yard Sale
WESTFIELD – The Women of The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield will
hold their end-of-summer Shabby
Chic Yard Sale on Saturday, September 20, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the
church parking lot, located at 140
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.
Offerings will include furniture,
appliances, electronics, sports equipment, toys and clothing, among other
merchandise. Food, beverages and
entertainment also will be available.
This sale will be cash only, and its
organizers have requested no “early
birds.” For more information, visit
westfieldpc.org or call the church
office at (908) 233-0301. The rain
date is Saturday, September 27.

the Realtor Community Service Committee, the 14th annual drive will conclude on Thursday, September 18.
The public is invited to donate towels and linens that are still serviceable
but perhaps no longer suitable for
guests or may not match the current
décor. Also sought are the unused
toiletries from hotels collected in traveling (shampoo, conditioner, soaps,
lotion, shower caps, etc.).
Bed linens such as spreads, quilts
and blankets, either for adults or children, also are requested. Additionally
welcome are donations of makeup
and cosmetics, hygiene items and the
hospitality packages given by airlines
in first class overseas flights.
The committee asks that all donated towels or linens be laundered
and that toiletries be unopened.
Items may be brought to the
GUCAR, 767 Central Avenue in
Westfield, between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. Monday through Friday. If unable to do so, interested persons may
call the GUCAR office at (908) 2329000 to make alternate arrangements.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

More Community/Area News

Dr. Martin Poe, Was Graduate of MIT;
Research Biophysicist and Avid Golfer

Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143
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Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

SUPPORT OUR PANTRY…Marie Davis looks over donated items at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry, housed at the Scotch Plains Municipal Building.
The pantry provides food and other necessities to needy individuals and families
in the two communities. Additional contributions currently are needed to keep the
pantry stocked.

‘Neighbor to Neighbor’ Nears
Third Year of Helping Needy
SCOTCH PLAINS – “Neighbor to
Neighbor,” a community program
created to increase donations to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry,
is approaching its three-year anniversary. Through community support of
this program, the shelves of the pantry have been better stocked.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry assists several dozen households in the two communities. Individuals and families in these households rely on donations to the local
food pantry. Donations are just as
needed and appreciated as ever.
Although Gary Herzberg, the
program’s founder, has started his
junior year of college, his family assumes the responsibilities for keeping “Neighbor to Neighbor” up and
running while he is away.
Donations of nonperishable foods,
cleaning products and health and
beauty aids may be deposited in marked
collection bins near the inside entrance
of the Scotch Plains Public Library,
1927 Bartle Avenue, and the Fanwood
Memorial Library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Gary or a family member picks up
the donations and brings them to the
food pantry in the Scotch Plains Municipal Building at least once a week.
Items needed include:
Personal products – soap, shampoo, hair conditioner, toothpaste,
shaving supplies, deodorant, moisturizing lotion and mouthwash.
Paper products – toilet paper, napkins, paper towels, tissues.
Non-perishable foods – canned fruit
and vegetables, cereal, soup, juice,
Parmalat milk, rice, pasta, spaghetti
sauce, macaroni and cheese, beef stew,
canned meals, tuna, peanut butter,
jelly, tea, coffee, ketchup, mustard.
Cleaning supplies – laundry detergent, various cleaning products.
Social Service also welcomes perishable donations; however, all perishables must be brought directly to
the Scotch Plains tax assessor’s office,
located in the municipal building at
430 Park Avenue, between 9 a.m. and
3 p.m. Monday through Thursday. For
further specific information, call Marie
Davis at the municipal building at
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 1-204.

Historical Society to Host
Trip to New York City
KENILWORTH – The Kenilworth
Historical Society will host a bus trip
to the Museum of the City of New
York, with lunch at the renowned
Carmine’s Italian restaurant and a
tour of Upper Manhattan, on Saturday, September 13.
The trip will feature a visit to the
Museum of the City of New York, a
history museum and art gallery
founded in 1923 to present the history
of New York City. Participants will be
able to view its extensive art collection and multi-media exhibits of theatrical costumes, photos and props, furnished domestic environments dating
from the late 17th century, baseball,
military, police and fire collections,
the history of New York ports and
generations of children’s toys and
games, among other exhibits. The
guided motor coach tour of Upper
Manhattan will include Harlem, the
Apollo Theatre, St. John the Divine
Cathedral, Grant’s Tomb, Columbia
University and other highlights.
The bus will depart St. Theresa’s
School parking lot in Kenilworth at
9:15 a.m. and return at approximately
5:30 p.m. The $91 cost includes motor coach transportation, the tour, museum admission, luncheon, tax and
gratuities. The trip is being arranged
and escorted by Progressive Travel of
Union.
For further information and reservations, call (908) 709-0391 or (908)
709-0434.
Proceeds will benefit the

St. Michael’s Invites
All to Join Choirs
CRANFORD – St. Michael’s
Church Music Ministry is gearing up
for a new season and invites all to join
its choirs. Anyone interested in becoming part of any of the choirs can
just come to the first rehearsal.
The first rehearsal for the Parish
Choir will be Wednesday, September
17, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Choir
Loft. Open to adults and those in
ninth grade and older, this choir rehearses Wednesday evenings and
sings traditional music at the weekly
10:30 a.m. mass.
The first rehearsal for the Children’s
Choir, open to those in grades 2 to 6,
will be held on Wednesday, September 24, from 4:30 to 5:15 p.m. in the
Parish Center. This choir rehearses
on Wednesday afternoons and sings
once a month at the 9 a.m. mass.
The Noon Mass Ensemble, for
young adults in grades 8 through 12,
sings contemporary music weekly at
the noon mass and rehearses at the
availability of the group. Those interested may join the choir any Sunday
at 11:45 a.m.
The Resurrection Choir sings at
morning funeral masses, and members of this group come as often as
they are available.
All are welcome and no musical
experience is necessary. For more
information, call Music Minister
Daniel Adamczyk through the Parish
Center at (908) 276-0360. St.
Michael’s Church is located at 40
Alden Street in Cranford.

Kenilworth Historical Society’s
project to restore the local 19th-century Oswald J. Nitschke House and
transform it into a “living history”
museum and cultural arts center.
The organization’s other planned
events include a Gala Casino Night
and Cocktail Reception at ScheringPlough/Kenilworth (October 3);
“Four Centuries in a Weekend” at the
Nitschke House (October 18 and 19);
bus trips to Philadelphia (two premiere museum quilt exhibits and city
tour, November 8); Vanity Fair Outlets (Reading, Pa., November 20);
Brandywine River Museum and
Longwood Gardens (December 6);
Mohegan Sun Casino (February 21,
2009) and Philadelphia Flower Show
(March 5, 2009).

College Club to Learn
About SP-F History
SCOTCH PLAINS – Renate
Maroney and Darlene Palumbo, docents with the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, will
present a program at the Monday,
September 22 meeting of the College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains.
Among other facts, they will discuss how Scotch Plains and Fanwood
had been one township for more than
200 years, why they eventually separated and how Scotch Plains has more
pre-revolutionary houses than any town
in the immediate area. With the aid of
vintage hats from each era, the docents will present a history of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood starting in 1684.
The public is invited to the meeting,
which will be held in the library of
Union Catholic High School, located
at 1600 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. A brief business meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m., with the historical
society program to follow.
For more information about the
College Club, call the membership cochairperson at (908) 889-4105 or email CollegeClubFSP@yahoo.com.

Dayton Class of ’77
Announces Reunion
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Jonathan
Dayton High School Class of 1977
Reunion will take place on Saturday,
October 4, beginning at 7 p.m. at the
Mountainside Elks Club, located on
Route 22, East, in Mountainside.
The cost of $50 per person will
include food, music, domestic draft
beer and house wine (a cash bar also
will be available). Interested persons
are asked to respond as soon as possible, as the organizers are limited to
the first 150 people that send in their
reservation checks.
Individuals also are invited to email in jpeg format any pictures they
would like included in the souvenir
DVD to Diane Klueber Pezzuti at
pezzuti@optonline.net.
Checks may be made payable to
JDRHS Class of 77 Reunion and
mailed to Dana Kline, 1460
Woodacres Drive, Mountainside, N.J.
07092. For more information, google
JDRHSReunion1977 or e-mail Diane
at pezzuti@optonline.net.
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

2003 Anniversary Sportster Only
2,400 orig mi. Garage kept with
cover. Mint condition. Fwd
controls; not a scratch on this
baby! Call LA (908) 377-2231.

Scotch Plains - Join three
attorneys and two bankers that
have made Haven Avenue their
home. Beautiful new office
available in high-end suite. Ideal
for any service professional.
$895.00, incls phone / int.
Call (908) 296-2142 for details.

ANTIQUE VICTORIAN SETTEE

1877, Beautiful Hand Carved,
Rose Velvet, Diamond Tufting,
4ft long, Mint.
$2000.00 or Best Offer.
(732) 494-5272
HANDY TILE MAN

Handyman for bathroom, kitchen,
sheetrock repairs and odd jobs.
Specializing in the small jobs the
big guys charge too much to do.
(908) 347-0645 call Frank today
for a free estimate!

A happy house is a clean house.
Excellent ref. own transportation &
reliable 13+ years of experience.
Call (908) 967-1427
(908) 868-0371 ask for Kathy

See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

MULTI-FAMILY YARD SALE

260 Paterson Road, Fanwood.
SEPTEMBER 13th, 9am-3pm.
Vintage Collectibles, Electric
Keyboard, Furn., Kids items,
household goods, SciFi bks &
more. Rain Date: 9/14
BOOK / YARD SALE, LOW PRICES

Sat & Sun, Sept 13 & 14, 10-3PM
414 Edgar Rd, Westfield
(off Rahway by high school) 100s
books, clothing, furniture, appliances & collectibles. Rescheduled due to Rain! (908) 518-9349
BABYSITTER AVAILABLE

Enjoy an evening out &
call me to care for your kids.
Experienced, WHS student. Red
Cross certified, with references.
Gemma (908) 389-9959
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
COUNTY OF UNION
TAKE NOTICE That pursuant to Resolution No.130-08, adopted by the Township
Counsel of the Township of Scotch Plains on September 9, 2008 that the undersigned
will expose for sale at Public Auction, in accordance with Title 39:10A-1, at the times and
locations specified below, the following motor vehicles which came into the possession
of the Scotch Plains Police Department through abandonment or failure of owners to
claim same.
All the vehicles on the following lists are offered in strictly “as is” condition, with no
representation as to condition or fitness for any particular purpose. Minimum bid for each
vehicle will be all towing and storage fees due to the towing agency.
Purchase must be made by cash or certified check. A 10% deposit must be given at
time of auction. Balance must be paid by 4:00 p.m. the same day.
The public auction shall be held on September 18, 2008 in accordance with the laws
of the State of New Jersey pertaining thereto.
The following vehicles may be examined at Sevelle’s Auto Body in Westfield, New
Jersey at 9:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 9:45 am.
MAKE
Cadillac
Mazda

YEAR
1990
1995

VIN NO.
1G6CD533XL4203238
JM1TA2216S1127117

MINIMUM BID
$8220.00
$1260.00

The following vehicles may be examined at Plain’s Auto Body, 2380 Beryllium Road,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 10:30 am. Public Auction will commence at 10:45 am.
MAKE
Ford

YEAR
1998

VIN NO.
1FAFP52S3WA165339

MINIMUM BID
$1950.00

The following vehicles may be examined at. Ace Towing, 1509 Front Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey at 11:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 11:30 am.
MAKE
Cadillac
Ford

YEAR
1993
2000

VIN NO.
1G6KY5292PU836618
2FMZA5243YBB43922

MINIMUM BID
$2280.00
$1650.00

The following vehicles may be examined at Frank’s Towing, 56 Martine Avenue,
Fanwood New Jersey at 11:15 am. Public Auction will commence at 11:30 am.
MAKE
Toyota

YEAR
1991

Rt 22 W family style restaurant
seeks FT/PT Greeters.
Call Tony at (908) 518-9733

Audio / video purchase consultant
and installer, provides full service
from new equipment installation
to complete Home Theater
construction, including TV, DVD,
Surround Sound, stereo & video
game systems, computers &
home networking. Email to
djselectronicsnj@yahoo.com
or call (908) 614-4130 for free
estimates.
Save
money;
reasonable prices.

Vermont Country home for rent.
Londonderry, Vermont
3 BD, 21/2 bath, loft, dining room.
Sleeps 12. Warm family home for
a perfect Vermont vacation to Ski,
hike, bike and shop. Close to
Stratton, Bromley and Magic
Mountains.
Minutes
to
Manchester outlet shopping.
Please call: Gloria (908) 789-9072

Unlimited availability
reasonable rates
Call Nancy at (908) 208-4424
or (908) 232-9491

HOUSE CLEANING

AUDIO / VIDEO INSTALLER

DELIVERY DRIVERS

HUGE MULTI FAMILY SALE

PHOTOGRAPHY

GREETERS WANTED

Steakhouse on Rt 22 W Mtnside,
seeks PT/FT drivers, valid NJ
license and insurance are req’d.
Call Tony at (908) 518-9733

2426 Seneca Rd, Scotch Plains
9/13-9/14, 9a-3p
Baby furn, clths, snow gear,
toys, bedding, books/DVDs/
CDs, wmns clths, house decor
& MUCH MUCH MORE!

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

CLASSIFIEDS

COZY GET AWAY

DOG WALKER FOR HIRE

VIN NO.
JT3VN39W6M8012990

1 T - 9/11/08, The Times

MINIMUM BID
$1320.00
Barbra Riepe
Township Clerk
Fee: $69.36

Thursday, September 11, 2008

APT FOR RENT

Westfield-1 bdrm, 1 bath, cozy
apt on historic street. Walk to train/
downtown. No pets. $1,000/mth+1
mth sec dep. Utilities inc.
Call (201) 993-9629
WESTFIELD Flexible Term Rental

Cheery, spacious Colonial, 3 BR,
1.5 ba. Walk to Washington Schl,
train, town, Shoprite. Nicely furn.
& equip. 1-3 mo@$3395, 4-11
mo@$3195, Annual@$2895.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.

P/T SITTER NEEDED

Tues / Thurs from 8am - 6pm for
(2) pre-school kids. Must have
valid drivers license and
references. (908) 789-9280.
OFFICES FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

WESTFIELD. Two offices for rent
in professional building loc.
downtown. One is $650 per month.
The other is an office w/adjoining
conference area for $800 per
month. Parking on site & also
avail. on street. Both have 1st flr.
reception area & use of basement
for storage.
BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield
(908) 233-0065

GARWOOD OFFICE BUILDING

PUBLIC NOTICE

Center Town Commercial Bldg
for rent, attorney, insurance,
professional within walking
distance to train, parking in rear of
bldg. plus free municipal parking.
2100 sq. ft incl. Fin. Basement.
Please call Carol at
(908) 789-3306, for appointment

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held in the Council
Chambers in the Municipal Building of
said Township on Tuesday, September 9,
2008 there was introduced, read for the
first time, and passed on such first reading, the following ordinance:
ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER II (“ADMINISTRATION”
OF THE REVISED GENERAL
ORDINANCES OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS 1978 AND CREATING
CHAPTER
2-34
(“SCOTCH
PLAINSFANWOOD MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE COMMITTEE”)
Purpose: To establish a Municipal Alliance Committee to ensure the proper administration and funding of programs in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 26:2BB-1, et.
seq. and the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse.
A public hearing for same will be held on
Tuesday, September 23, 2008 at 8:00
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to
which a meeting for the further consideration of such ordinance shall from time to
time be adjourned, and all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from
the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Thursday by any member of the general public who wants a copy
of same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T- 9/11/08, The Times
Fee: $38.76

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its September 8, 2008 meeting for the
following applications heard at its August
11, 2008 meeting.
Charles Bergman, 621 Short Hills
Court, Applicant seeks a modification of
variance approval granted September 10,
2007 that permitted the construction of a
24 x 10 foot deck in the rear yard with a
portion to be located in the front yard.
Applicant now seeks permission to construct a 24 by 18 foot deck contrary to
Sections 13.02C1 and 12.03D of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved with
conditions.
Gilbert J. Engelke, 751 Prospect
Street, Applicant seeks permission to construct a third story addition contrary to
Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Lynn & Richard Mayer, 319 Orenda
Circle, Applicant seeks permission to construct a two story addition contrary to Sections 11.04E6 and 11.04E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Tina
Gargiulo
and
Stephen
Dombroski, 1010 Coolidge Street, Applicant seeks permission to construct a
second story addition contrary to Section
11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
William F. Byrne, 202 North Euclid
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a first floor addition contrary to
Section 11.09E6 of the Land Use Ordinance. Application approved.
Robert & Marie Sloan, 373 Orenda
Circle, Applicant seeks permission to construct a 6 foot fence in the street side yard
contrary to Section 12.07C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application denied.
Luis F. & Elizabeth T. Vilarin, 430
Everson Place, Applicant seeks permission to alter the existing screened porch to
use the area as a combined mudroom/
laundry and as an eating area for our
modest kitchen contrary to Section 12.04F1
of the Land Use Ordinance. Application
approved.
Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T- 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $48.96
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PART-TIME VIOLATIONS CLERK

HELP WANTED

l2-l5 hours a week. Need to be
available alternate Wednesday
afternoon - other hours flexible.
Basic computer knowledge
necessary. Send cover letter and
resume to:
Yvonne Rude, Court Administrator
Scotch Plains Municipal Court
430 Park Avenue
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experienced agents! Excellent training.
(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

CHILDCARE / DRIVER

12-yr-old boy needs limited care
and rides to after-school
activities, approx. 9 hours/week
(3 days). Driving and use of
own car required. Ideal for
HS or college student.
(908) 232-4493 or
email: pakenny@comcast.net
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

MEDICAL

Medical office in Union seeking
right person to handle precert,
insurance billing. No fault
experience a plus. Fax resume:
(908) 964-0417.
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on September 4, 2008, the following
decisions of the Board were memorialized.

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY
The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was introduced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield, in the County of Union, State
of New Jersey, on September 9, 2008. It
will be further considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a
meeting of the Town Council to be held in
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, on September 23, 2008 at 8:00 P.M. During the
week prior to and up to and including the
date of such meeting copies of the full
ordinance will be available, at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the
Clerk’s office for the members of the general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:
TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE ADDITIONAL
MONIES FOR THE INSTALLATION OF SAFETY DEVICES IN CONNECTION WITH
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
A “QUITE ZONE” AT THE
RAHWAY AVENUE RAILROAD CROSSING, IN, BY
AND FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APROPRIATE
THE SUME OF $75,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Approved, Ken Heger, for a rear setback Variance to construct a deck at 2019
Birch Street, Block 2201, Lot 18.
Approved, Michael Talty, for a rear
set-back Variance to construct a deck at
16 Blue Ridge Circle, Block 15803, Lot 8.
Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 9/11/08, The Times
Fee: $16.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment adopted the
following Resolution at its September 8,
2008 meeting.
RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION OF
2007 ANNUAL REPORT

Purpose(s): Installation of safety devices (work to be performed by Conrail) in
connection with the implementation of a
“Quiet Zone” at the Rahway Avenue railroad crossing, including a power out indicator and constant warning device circuitry.
Appropriation and Estimated Coat:
$78,750
Down Payment Appropriated: $3,750
Bonds and Notes Authorized: $75,000
Useful Life: 10 years
This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
Town of Westfield
County of Union
State of New Jersey
1 T- 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $57.63

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield is required pursuant to Section 40:55D-70.1 of
the New Jersey Municipal Land Use Law
(N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq) to prepare and
issue an Annual Report reviewing its decisions on applications of the prior year and
providing its recommendations, if any, on
the zoning ordinance provisions which
were the subject of the various appeals for
variance relief; and
WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield has
reviewed the cases it decided during the
2007 calendar year for purposes of providing such Annual Report; and
WHEREAS, the Town Planner, William
H. Drew, PP, AICP, has prepared a document entitled, “Westfield Zoning Board of
Adjustment 2007 Annual Report” which
sets forth the findings and recommendations of the Zoning Board of Adjustment
pertinent to its review of such appeals and
decisions, a copy of which is attached
hereto;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that the “Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment 2007 Annual Report” be and is herewith adopted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:55D-70.1; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Board Secretary is herewith instructed to
forward copies of this Resolution and the
“Westfield Zoning Board of Adjustment
2007 Annual Report” to both the Planning
Board and the Governing Body of the
Town of Westfield.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary
1 T- 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $41.82

MASONRY
REPAIRS

Ed & the Boys
Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.

Fireplaces • Chimneys
Porches • Steps

CARPENTER
GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242
732-421-0033

Additions & Renovations

Cell:

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

40 Years Experience

732-381-3463

Marigliano

973-819-5720

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

ALTER

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

PLUMBING
and
HEATING

CIAL
COMMER
RESID
ENTIA
L
ATIONS

908-654-7505

LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS
NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Ceramic Tile
and Marble
Contractor, LLC
Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling • Ceramic Tile

Long Lasting Quality Work

908-232-7383
Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

General Contracting

The most cost effective way to get your
home project started & finished.

908-322-4596
201-343-7383
Ask For Bill

www.gtfmllc.com

Warley’s
Painting
INTERIOR - EXTERIOR

Affordable Prices
Free Estimates

973 - 460 - 1274
973 - 474 - 6016

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900
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NJ Orchestra Celebrates
‘15 Years of Ageless Music’
CRANFORD — The 2008-09 season marks an important milestone for
the New Jersey Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO), which is “Celebrating 15 Years of Ageless Music” this
year.
“NJIO was founded on a unique
concept – to bring people of all ages
together through the beauty and universal language of music,” Len Avdey,
chairman of NJIO’s board of directors, said.
“Fifteen years later, we are enormously pleased to have seen this concept translated into the enriched lives
of our musicians, whatever their age,
whatever their musical level, and
embraced by the thousands of people
who have attended our performances,”
he added.
Underscoring NJIO’s success, Mr.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
425 EAST BROAD STREET
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
SPECIAL MEETING
The Planning Board of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on September 16, 2008 in Council Chambers in
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 8:30am
to adopt the following resolution for the
application heard at its July 7, 2008 meeting. Formal action may be taken.
08-06 Forest Glen Reality Associates, 1532 & 1538 Rahway Avenue,
Block 5402, Lots 27 & 28. Applicant is
seeking Final Major Subdivision approval
to subdivide the subject property into three
lots and to construct a dead end street to
provide access to the lots. Preliminary
Major Subdivision approval granted November 10, 2005. Application deemed
complete July 2, 2008. 120 day decision
date August 16, 2008
Kathleen Nemeth
Recording Secretary
1 T- 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE

Avdey noted that the New Jersey State
Arts Council awarded $6,300 for
NJIO’s 15th anniversary concert, and
the State of New Jersey gave NJIO a
Certificate of Excellence.
“We are enormously honored to
have been recognized for our work
and achievements,” Mr. Avdey said.
“These awards reinforce our commitment to sharing our talents with
audiences throughout New Jersey.”
NJIO’s Open House Registrations
will be held on Thursday, September
18, and Thursday, September 25, from
6 to 8 p.m. at The Harvest Training
Center, located at 69 Myrtle Street in
Cranford.
NJIO has openings for string players in all its orchestras: Nouveau
String Orchestra – for beginning to
intermediate string players who read
music and have completed half of
Suzuki Book 1 or equivalent; Full
Symphony – for intermediate musicians and up – string players should
be able to play 5 scales in two octaves
and shift to third position or higher,
wind and brass players should be
intermediate level or better. Wind and
brass players should contact NJIO to
check for availability. The nominal
registration fee for the year is $225
and $125 for senior citizens.
For more information, visit njio.org
or contact Liz Nowik at
membership@njio.org or at (908)
522-0100.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinances as follows were passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
September 9, 2007.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1921
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1922
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AN HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
AND PROVIDING FOR THE
DESIGNATION AND PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND HISTORIC
LANDMARKS IN THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD
1 T - 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE is hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of
Scotch Plains, held in the Council Chambers in the Municipal Building of said Township
on Tuesday, September 9, 2008 there was introduced, read for the first time, and passed
on such first reading, the following ordinance:
AN ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING CHAPTER VII TRAFFIC OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, 1978, WITH REGARD TO LANE USE RESERVATIONS
Purpose: To establish Lane Use Reservations and traffic shall move as indicated:
Intersection
Movement
Martine Avenue, Northbound at West Broad Street Northbound right lane reserved
for right turn only
Martine Avenue, Southbound at Cooper Road
Southbound right lane reserved
for right turn only.
A public hearing for same will be held on Tuesday, September 23, 2008 at 8:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, or any time and place to which a
meeting for the further consideration of such ordinance shall from time to time be
adjourned, and all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning
such ordinance.
A copy of same may be obtained from the office of the Township Clerk, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Monday through Thursday by any member of the general public who wants a copy of
same without cost.
BARBARA RIEPE
Township Clerk
1 T - 9/11/08, The Times
Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE IMPROVEMENT OF A PORTION OF SYCAMORE AVENUE, PARTLY AS A GENERAL IMPROVEMENT AND PARTLY AS A LOCAL IMPROVEMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $78,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.
————————---------------------—————————
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:
Section 1. The Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey
(the “Township”) is hereby authorized to improve the 300 block of Sycamore Avenue
consisting of (a) improvement of the roadway, a general improvement (the AGeneral
Improvement@), and (b) installation of granite block curbing, a local improvement (the
ACurb Improvement@). The following properties, as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
of the Township, are in the vicinity of the Curb Improvement:
Street Address
1760 Mountain Avenue
310 Sycamore Avenue
314 Sycamore Avenue
320 Sycamore Avenue
324 Sycamore Avenue
330 Sycamore Avenue
336 Sycamore Avenue
340 Sycamore Avenue
344 Sycamore Avenue
348 Sycamore Avenue
343 Sycamore Avenue
339 Sycamore Avenue
335 Sycamore Avenue
331 Sycamore Avenue
327 Sycamore Avenue
323 Sycamore Avenue
319 Sycamore Avenue
315 Sycamore Avenue
309 Sycamore Avenue
1770 Mountain Avenue

Block
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903
903

Lot
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and
suitable therefor. It is hereby determined and stated that said road being improved is of
“Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law
(Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).
Section 2. The sum of $78,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of
making the improvements described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter referred to as
“purpose”). Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds
authorized and the down payment appropriated by this ordinance. The General Improvement shall be made as a general improvement and no part of the cost thereof shall be
assessed against property specially benefited. The Curb Improvement shall be made as
a local improvement as hereinafter set forth.
Section 3. The Curb Improvement shall be undertaken as a local improvement and the
cost thereof not borne by the Township shall be assessed upon the lands and real estate
upon the line and in the vicinity of said improvement which may be benefited by said
improvement, as provided in Chapter 56 of Title 40 of the New Jersey Statutes, as
amended. All assessments levied for said improvement shall in each case be as nearly
as may be in proportion to and not in excess of the peculiar benefit, advantage or increase
in value which the respective lots and parcels of real estate shall be deemed to receive
by reason of such improvement. The total amount of the assessments so levied shall not
exceed the cost of said improvement. The portion of such cost which shall not be so
assessed shall be paid by the Township as in the case of a general improvement which
is to be paid for by general taxation. Such portion of the cost shall be in addition to the
contribution, if any, of the Township, hereinafter provided.
Section 4. It is hereby determined and stated that (1) the Township will not contribute
any money to the cost of the Curb Improvement, and (2) one hundred percent (100%) of
the cost of the Curb Improvement shall be assessed, and (3) the estimated maximum
amount of the special assessments for the Curb Improvement is $21,675, and (4) no
special assessments for such improvement have been levied or confirmed, and (5) such
special assessments may be paid in ten annual installments.
Section 5. It is hereby determined and stated that (1) said purpose is not a current
expense of said Township, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the issuance
of obligations of said Township pursuant to the Local Bond Law, and (3) the estimated
cost of said purpose is $78,000, and (4) $3,750 of said sum is to be provided by the down
payment hereinafter appropriated to finance said purpose, and (5) the estimated
maximum amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $74,250,
and (6) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount
of $3,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purpose,
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Elegy: Sings of Love and Death
One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 and 1/2 popcorns

STUMPED...Pat Brentano, whose “Missing Trees” appears aboves, wants to
remind people to work in harmony with nature, not “conquer” it.

Sculptures Remind Viewers
Of the ‘Fragility of Life’
WESTFIELD – Artist Pat Brentano
is installing her eight-piece “Missing
Trees” sculpture installation in Highland Park on a vacant lot adjacent to
the Highland Park Meadows, a former
landfill.
This borough property is slated for
redevelopment as an international
garden, which is part of the Edison
Wetlands Association’s (EWA)
Raritan River Project. The EWA, a
nonprofit environmental organization,
has worked to protect human health
and the environment in Central New
Jersey since 1989.
They have partnered with Ms.
Brentano and the borough to call attention to this model, “Garbage to
Garden,” Brownfield’s to Greenfield’s
Project.
The Rutgers School of Landscape
Design, the EWA and Highland Parks
Mayor Meryl Frank have worked together to design the garden, which
will be planted by the residents of an
adjacent high-density housing project.
The purpose of the sculpture installation at this site is to call attention to their project and to assist in the
search for funding to restore the natural environment on the former Highland Park landfill and strengthen the
connection between residents and the
Raritan River. This installation was

funded in part by a Puffin Foundation
Grant.
Ms. Brentano has installed her
sculptures at other environmental sites
over the past year to call attention to
their efforts to preserve and protect
wildlife, clean water and the remaining undeveloped areas of our densely
populated state.
Some of these sites include the
Great Swamp Refuge, the Great
Swamp Watershed Association, the
Raptor Trust, The New Jersey Highlands Council, Trailside Museum,
Rutgers University, Monmouth Museum, The Madison Shade Tree Management Board and Mindowaskin
Park.
The 21 trees that were sacrificed in
her neighborhood to make way for an
enormous house inspired the piece.
Consequently, this thoughtless act of
destruction killed the remaining trees
surrounding the property.
Ms. Brentano said, “We do not own
nature, we are a part of it. We must
respect and nurture our environment
by learning to compromise not conquer.”
Ms. Brentano is an adjunct professor who teaches drawing, painting,
visual awareness and environmental
responsibility in her classes at Kean
and Rutgers Universities.

Community Players Seek
Season Ticket Holders
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players (WCP) is celebrating its 75th anniversary of bringing the magic of live theatre to audiences from the Westfield area. The
theatre is located at 1000 North Avenue West in Westfield. The box office phone reservation line, (908) 2321221, begins taking reservations on
Monday, September 22 for the opening show.
First up in October is William
Shakespeare’s classic romantic comedy of lovers and fools, A Midsummer Night’s Dream.
This is followed by the Arthur
Miller’s Pulitzer Prize-winning drama
Death of a Salesman in January.
March brings the comedy Fools

by Tony-winning author Neil Simon.
The performance presents the story
of a small town that will only be
released from a curse when true love
occurs.
The final show of the season in
May is the smart send-up of
Hollywood’s innocent musicals in the
1920’s and 1930’s, Little Mary Sunshine, a farce written by Drama Deskaward-winner Rick Besoyan.
President of WCP Letty Hudak
noted that season tickets for all four
shows are available for $45, a savings
of $20 instead of buying each show
separately.
For more information, log on to the
WCP
Web
site
at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

After seeing a bevy of summer
blockbusters the movie equivalent of
cigarette-smoking teenagers exchanging profanities in a littered 7-11 parking lot, director Isabel Coixet’s Elegy
seems an artistic oasis. At last, a quiet
dialogue with adults…intelligent
ones, no less. Based on Philip Roth’s
“The Dying Animal,” never mind that
it’s all about sex.
Well, not really. Just had to woo
you out of that dimly lighted parking
lot for a bit. Truth is, the exaggeration
is just slight. Tuning into the male
libido some 40 years after his
“Portnoy’s Complaint,” Roth’s protagonist is now not quite as obsessed
with sex as he is concerned with it.
Uh, O.K., maybe still obsessed, but in
a 60-something sort of way.
Not that you’d know it. A literary
lion at Columbia, Professor David
Kepesh is as comfortably urbane in
front of a classroom as he is on the
“Charlie Rose Show” or at the microphone of his book review program on
NPR. Exquisitely portrayed by Ben
Kingsley, he is the epitome of culture,
actually the acknowledged authority
on it. He lives well.
But of course, like the Tin Man,
he’s missing a part. It isn’t what he
left behind many years ago when he
divorced because “it just wasn’t for
me.” And it isn’t necessarily the disheveled relationship with his doctor-son, Kenneth (Peter Sarsgaard),
though he could do without the recurrent 2 a.m. phone calls bleating of
abandonment. Nope, it’s tougher.
It’s the sort of crisis that only a
character drawn by a literary genius
can agonize over, the experience limited solely by the creativity and insight of his creator. It scratches at the
ceiling of understanding, armed with
every bit of philosophy, literature and
psychology the writer can conjure. It
is an author’s big game hunt. Whither
goest this mortal animal?
David keeps much of this quandary
to himself, managing to sublimate
the anxiety in an intricately woven
shield of distinguished letters and
criticism. It’s the perfect occupation
if you’re hoping to coax a new co-ed
into your lair every other semester or
so. After all, he is, to quote the jaded
as well as the impressionable, quite
fascinating.
Thus, it only follows that M.F.A.
candidate Consuela Castillo, beautifully etched in every sense of the term
by Penelope Cruz, might feel the
same. But not so fast, for several
reasons. This one is bonnier than all
who preceded her. But most of all,
while Dr. Kepesh doesn’t quite realize it, she arrives at the point of his
watershed.
Or is she the cause of it…the catalyst? That’s to be figured out later. In
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including architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses
and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by
Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.
Section 6. It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $3,750,
appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement
fund in budgets heretofore adopted for said Township, are now available to finance said
purpose. The sum of $3,750 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment
of the cost of said purpose.
Section 7. To finance said purpose, bonds of said Township of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $74,250 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law. Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed by law. All matters with respect to said bonds
not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter
adopted.
Section 8. To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said Township of an
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $74,250 are hereby authorized to be issued
pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds. In the event
that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby
authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of
the bonds so issued. If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued
pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section,
the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such
excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.
Section 9. Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated
on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from
its date, shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within
the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and
within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. Each of said bond anticipation notes
shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said
Township and attested by the Township Clerk or Deputy Township Clerk. Said officers
are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity
with law. The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined
by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief
Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time
to time in the manner provided by law.
Section 10. It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of ten years computed from the date
of said bonds.
Section 11. It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Township
Clerk of said Township, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said
Township, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance
by $74,250 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance
will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.
Section 12. Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey or
any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of
its agencies in aid of such purpose, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purpose, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose shall be
reduced accordingly.
Section 13. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file
with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection.
Section 14. The Township intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance. If the Township incurs such
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Township hereby states its
reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of
such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by
this bond ordinance.
Section 15. The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this
ordinance. Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the
Township, and the Township shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real
property within the Township for the payment of the principal of and interest on such
bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.
Section 16. This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication
thereof after final passage.
STATEMENT
The bond ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted by the Township
Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, in the State of New
Jersey, on the 9th day of September, 2008, and the twenty day period of limitation within
which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be
commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement.
BARBARA RIEPE, Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New Jersey
1 T - 9/11/08, The Times
Fee: $256.02

any case, we’re going to have a love
affair here, dear reader, a good one, a
well-written amour full of romantic
filigree, joy, foreboding…the whole
deal. There’ll be knowing looks, forlorn glances and slight little expressions from these two great actors that
spell volumes.
The astonishing thing is, of all the
film’s aspects you may perhaps find
problematic, the age disparity of this
first rate May-September affaire de
coeur is the least incredible. Credit
author Roth. His heart-is-a-lonelyhunter gist, smartly interpreted by
screenwriter Nicholas Meyer, invites
acceptance. Penelope Cruz and Ben
Kingsley do the rest.
It isn’t so much the chemistry,
though that’s certainly a part of it.
Rather, it’s the sheer brilliance and
technical skill of these two thespians.
While Jeanne-Claude Larrieu’s sensitive cinematography imparts emotional movement in what would otherwise seem rather confined quarters, Cruz and Kingsley spawn a dynamic enthusiasm.
Estimable supporting portrayals
complement the scenario. In a one
hundred-eighty degree reverse of type,
Dennis Hopper is terrifically warm as
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet George
O’Hearn. The voice of reason, he is
David’s racquetball opponent and
chief confidante. Peter Sarsgaard is
perfectly petulant as David’s son and,
perhaps, conscience.
Also wonderfully telling by way of
her character’s development is
Patricia Clarkson as Carolyn. The
first – and now conquest emeritus –of
Professor Kepesh’s doubtless long
line of awestruck young ladies, the
notably independent businesswoman
has enjoyed two decades of all touch
but no-feel interludes with David. It
has suited them both. Until now.
All bets are off with the incursion
of Consuela Castillo. The unflappable
scholar and critic finds himself in
new territory, uncertain how to proceed in the face of such classical
splendor. He is smitten, confused by
the ideal, beauty being truth and all
that. While she seems to truly care for
him, we wonder if a cynical moth
dares chance his inner butterfly.
It is ennobling and civilizing to
ponder at seat’s edge, of all things,
what turns next this literate, mystery
of a love story will take. A respite
from the special effects and cacophony of mass-produced diversion,
the handcrafted, filmic poetry of Elegy assures viewers a moviegoing
choice they’ll have no reason to lament.
***
Elegy, rated R, is a Samuel Goldwyn
Company release directed by Isabel
Coixet and stars Penelope Cruz, Ben
Kingsley and Patricia Clarkson. Running time: 108 minutes.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/23/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Route 22 Weequahic Park Drainage Improvements, Contract No. 058024080;
From East of North Broad Street to West of Meeker Avenue, Township of
Hillside and City of Newark, Counties of Union and Essex,
Federal Project No: NHS-0040 (158), DP NO: 08142
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 8/28/08, 9/4/08 and 9/11/08, The Leader
Fee: $189.72

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/23/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Beam Guide Rail & Attenuator Repair Contract, North - 2009; Various
locations including North of Route 57, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,
Sussex, Union and part of Warren Counties; 100% State; DP No: 08460
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 9/4/08, 9/11/08 and 9/18/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02
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WSO, Chorus, Students
To Perform Il Trovatore

PIANO PRODIGY...Pianist Sondra Tammam of Westfield, left, is pictured with
her student Joshua Kao, the winner of the Goldblatt Scholarship, and renowned
teacher Dorothy Taubman.

Sondra Tammam’s Students
Perform at Carnegie Hall
WESTFIELD – Students of Sondra
Tammam, a Westfield pianist, have won
prizes in competitions in New Jersey
and New York. They performed at
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Hall as winners
of the Piano Teachers Society of
America Competition and the Golden
Key 2008 Music Festival Competition.
The first-prize winners were Wendy
Lin, Anne Marie Noronha, Jessica Xu
and Benjamin Chang. Alexander Liu
performed at Zankel Hall (auditorium
in Carnegie Hall) as a winner in the
Cecilian Club Competition and performed with clarinetist James Chou of
Westfield.
Joshua Kao, 12, was a winner in the
Crescent Concerts Showcase of Exceptionally Talented Young Artists. He
also won the first prize in the junior
division of the 26th Annual Goldblatt
Music Scholarship Competition.
Joshua was also selected as a finalist
in The Young Pianists Competition of
New Jersey Concerto Competition and
the International Piano Competition for
Chinese Musicians in Washington, D.C.
Benjamin Chang was one of only
three winners of the Music Educators
Association of New Jersey Camp Scholarship (MEANJ). In July, he attended
the Penn State University High School
Piano Camp.
Stefan Curcic, 12, was accepted at
the Manhattan School of Music PreCollege Division, where he studies on
scholarship with Phillip Kawin.
Benjamin Chang and Eddie Chang, a

student of Galit Aronson, won first
prize in the duet category. Wendy Lin
won second prize in the 16-year-old
category.
Winners in the New Jersey Music
Educators Association Honors Recital
who performed at the Morris Museum
included Kristin Hauge, Christina Kang
and Benjamin Chang.
All of Ms. Tammam’s students who
participated in the MEANJ annual
auditions received the highest score
of Outstanding. The 10-year annual
auditions cash award went to Christina Kang; the seven-year annual cash
awards went to Stefan Curcic and
Anne Marie Noronha.
The Kimmel Center in Philadelphia Golden Key Competition winners were Jessica Xu, Benjamin
Chang, Peter Wang and Anne Marie
Noronha.
Third Prize Awards in the Golden
Key Competition went to Christina
Kang and Kristin Hauge of Westfield.
In June, Temple University featured
co-directors of the Taubman Seminars,
Ms. Tammam and Professor Maria Taylor, in a six-day “hands on” course of
lectures and presentations on the
Taubman Approach.
Ms. Tammam also gave a workshop
in Hanover, N.H., for the Music Teachers Forum. She adjudicated for the New
Jersey State Teen Arts Festival at Union
County College.
Her CD’s are available at
TaubmanSeminar.com.

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, September 27, at 8 p.m., at Central Presbyterian Church in Summit, the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will
present a bewitching world of curses,
blood feuds and doomed love with its
season-opening performance of Il
Trovatore – opera in concert – featuring
international soloists and the New Jersey State Opera Chorus, as well as
students from Westfield High School
Concert Choir.
Il Trovatore is the second of Verdi’s
masterful trilogy of tragedies (Rigoletto
and La Traviata being the other two)
which first set the composer apart as,
arguably, the greatest master of opera
of the 19th century and, some say, ever.
A chilling saga of love, mistaken
identity, kidnapping, burning at the
stake, poisoning, execution and impossible revenge, Il Trovatore involves
characters that are larger than life: Count
di Luna, a nobleman, the troubadour
Manrico, the woman whom they both
love, Leonora, and the mysterious
gypsy, Azucena.
The passive title “The Troubadour”
belies the tragic and violent nature of
this intense drama of a vengeful mother
who steals the baby of her enemy, raises
him as her own and sets him against his
brother, who competes for the same
woman and political power.
Not knowing they are related, one
brother captures, tortures and executes
the other, only to find out too late that it
is his brother. Jealousy and vengeance,
sparked by Leonora’s love and

Azucena’s scheming, crescendo to a
tragic conclusion.
Il Trovatore bursts with passionate
arias and melodic vocal ensembles that
have made it a favorite with singers and
audiences alike. The famous and rousing “Anvil Chorus,” unquestionably one
of the best-known opera “tunes” of all
time, is just one of this opera’s many
stirring and emotionally charged pieces
that have become so familiar that they
have grown independent of their original context.
Westfield Symphony Music Director Maestro David Wroe has put together a cast of artists that will bring
this opera to life and enable audiences
to enjoy the majesty of Verdi’s score.
This action-packed tale of persecution,
vengeance and love in time of war will
leave the audience moved.
A short lecture and pre-opera chat
designed to make the opera experience
more enjoyable will be conducted by
Barbara Thomson prior to the concert
in the Summit Presbyterian Church
Sanctuary at 7 p.m.
Tickets, priced between $25 and $70,
may be purchased directly from the
WSO office, located at 224 East Broad
Street, or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also available at the Town Bookstore in
Westfield, the World of Music in Summit and Martin Jewelers in Cranford.
For further information, call (908)
232
9400,
e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

Town Book Store Begins Its
Fall Season of Signings, Sat.
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host two author meet and greet book signings on
Saturday, September 13.
Author John Braun will sign copies of his book, “Paranoia,” from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.
In his book, one man struggles to
cope in a new world defined by the
terrorist acts of September 11, 2001
in hopes of recovering what made his
life worth living in the first place.
A married father of two, Mr. Braun
is a lifelong resident of New Jersey,
growing up in Clark and spending
many hours of his childhood in
Westfield.
Westfield resident and author JD
Solomon will sign copies of his book,
“The Tinen Killings: A Novel of Civil
War Veterans,” from 2 to 4 p.m.
Basing the main character on his
wife’s great-great grandfather, Patrick
Sherman Tinen, this novel is a result
of 25 years of research. In April, 1898
as America heads for war with Spain,
Pat Tinen, an aging Civil War officer
and a Union hero at Gettysburg, is
sleepwalking through old age when
his son is murdered after a clumsy
blackmail attempt.
Mr. Solomon and his wife, Maureen
Tinen, live in Westfield with their two
children, Jesse and Eric.
The Town Book Store is located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield

(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets). For more information, call
(908) 233-3535.

Watchung Arts Center
Presents The Doughboys
WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center (WAC) will present Plainfield’s
The Doughboys on Friday, September
26, at 8 p.m.
The band was formed in the fall of
1964, when Mike Caruso asked Richie
Heyman if he wanted to get together
with a couple of guys from Hubbard
Junior High School.
The two clicked instantly, and Mr.
Caruso recruited guitarist Willy
Kirchofer, who impressed them with
his playing. They called themselves
The Ascots.
A year later, they merged with members of a rival group, The Apollos, and
changed their name to The Doughboys;
shortly after, in 1966, and won a recording contract with Bell Records.
They put out two singles – “Rhoda
Mendelbaum” and “Everybody Knows
My Name” – which received airplay on
WMCA in New York.
Tickets are $18 and $16 for WAC
members. To reserve seats, call (908)
753-0190
or
e-mail
wacenter@optonline.net.
The
Watchung Arts Center is located at 18
Stirling Road.

Community Players to Host
Open House, September 13
MUSIC TO THEIR EARS…Calderone Music School students and faculty
performed in the annual June concerts at the Calderone School of Music in East
Hanover.

Calderone Students Perform in Recital
AREA – Students from the
Calderone School of Music in East
Hanover and Springfield performed
in annual recitals, which took place
over the summer in Librizzi Hall of
East Hanover.
Musical selections included popular songs, show tunes, classical music, duets, ensembles, chamber and
rock groups and jazz band.
The awards ceremony followed
each performance and was divided
by four categories: achievement, high
honor, outstanding achievement and
musicianship for seniors.
The Certificate of Music Diploma
is given to graduating students who
have completed the required curricu-

lum.
This year’s recipients of the Certificate of Music and Musicianship
Awards were Sara Gordon of Lake
Hiawatha, Angela Lee of Morristown,
Kate Mayans of Whippany, Robert
Schaffer of Springfield, Joseph
Schiaffino of Chatham, Wilson Wong
of Madison and Lulu Tsao of
Whippany.
Those seniors who received the
Musicianship award were James Moy
of North Caldwell, Will Spendley of
Madison, Reeshav Bhattacharyya of
Sparta, and Regina Koyfman of Madison. All of their names are inscribed
on a plaque permanently displayed at
both schools.

WESTFIELD –Westfield Community Players (WCP) will host an open
house at the theater on Saturday, September 13, from 2 to 4 p.m. with light
refreshments.
Located at 1000 North Avenue West
in Westfield, the open house is for
anyone interested in learning more
about the operations of a communitybased, non-profit theater and willing
to give their time to support the new
season of four shows.
A similar event last year netted
new people willing to work backstage and on the business side of
things such as set painting and selling

ads for the season playbill. President
Letty Hudak said, “It is a great opportunity to come see what WCP is about
and to help us get ready for our 75th
season opening in October 2008.”
Mrs. Hudak said all skills are
needed, from stage crew, set construction, costumes, makeup and ushers to box office and facilities.
She added WCP is especially seeking people willing to be technical
directors and those wishing to direct
our productions. Also, WCP has
plenty of people willing to train a new
generation of backstage and box office workers.
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Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

Now enrolling
for Fall Session
(classes begin September 18)

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes
• Private Coaching available for Presentations,
Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches
• Scout Badge programs available
For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com
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Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE AXE EFFECT...Cracker lead guitarist Johnny Hickman hoists his Gibson
Les Paul guitar skyward during Friday night’s MusicFest performance. Pick up
a copy of last week’s paper to read an exclusive interview with Cracker.
CONTINUED from Pg. 22

shouldn’t be tolerated.”
County Manager George Devanney
told TheWestfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the county
does not vet bands’ political leanings.
Mr. Devanney said, “While we
don’t condone that language, bands
have artistic license, and there’s no
way to prevent it.”
“It’s America,” he added. “They’re
allowed to have opinions. Would Phil
Morin react the same way if this was
said about Barack Obama? I think not.”
On a non-political note, Alexakis
played a solo acoustic version of Van
Morrison’s “Brown Eyed Girl,” which
he dedicated to his mother, who passed
away from cancer two years ago.
For the encore, Alexakis scanned the
crowd and chose roughly 50 pleading
girls and women to join the band on
stage for a dance-inspired cover of
Tommy Tutone’s “Jenny (867-5309).”
The stage was visibly shaking from all
the dancing and excitement.
On Saturday, once the rains began
around 3 p.m. during Felix Cavaliere’s
Rascals’ set, the park quickly turned
muddy. Fans came prepared with umbrellas and braved the harsh downpours, but the tropical storm proved to
be too much.
By 5 p.m., the park had cleared out,

UNION COUNTY MUSICFEST

and the B-52’s, this year’s headliner,
never took the stage.
“It was becoming a health and safety
issue. It was impacting electronics.
One tent had a partial collapse. No one
was hurt, but it was becoming unmanageable,” Mr. Devanney said.
Overall, despite a Hanna-shortened
second day on Saturday, 10,000 people
showed up, and 20,000 saw Friday’s
festivities, which Mr. Devanney considered a “great success.”
“Friday night this year was just as
successful as Saturday night with Live
last year – maybe more so,” he said.
In addition,roughly 650 people participated in the walkathon and 5K run
to benefit cancer causes, up from about
300 people last year.
Mr. Devanney said the rain would
not hurt the county financially, saying the county “was not going to lose
money.” The county paid $300,000 to
This is it! productions, which set up
stages and tents, etc. The Union
County Performing Arts Center procured the talent for this year’s festival, which cost around $250,000.
All bands, even those that did not
play, were compensated.
“In this economy, a free show is
exactly the type of entertainment to
provide the public,” Mr. Devanney said.

Midnight Madness Makes
New York Debut This Month
WESTFIELD – New Jersey Youth premiered at the Arts Center in August
Theatre, formerly known as WYACT, 2008.
In this modern musical “fable,” the
in association with the New Jersey PerRepublican mayor
forming Arts Cenof New York anter (NJPAC), announces his ennounced that this
gagement to his
summer’s producDemocratic oppotion of the original
nent, claiming that
new musical MidRepublicans and
night Madness has
Democrats can
been invited as a
learn to listen to
partner event into
each other, work
the 2008 New York
together and even
Musical Theatre
be married to each
Festival.
other.
Midnight MadMeanwhile, two
ness, a musical
pairs of lovers get
comedy based on
lost in the darkness
W i l l i a m
of a New York City
Shakespeare’s “A
power outage, a
Midsummer
troupe of bumbling,
Night’s Dream”
amateur actors prewith book and lyrpare a “presentaics by Westfield
tion” for the
resident Cynthia
mayor’s wedding
Meryl and music by
Jack Bender, will AFTER MIDNIGHT...Westfield resident reception, and all
run at the Ailey Cynthia Meryl’s Midnight Madness will are manipulated by
the Fairies of CenCitigroup Theater, appear in Midtown Manhattan.
located at 405 West 55th Street in New tral Park.
More information is available at
York City, on Thursday, September 18
at 3 p.m.; Friday, September 19, at 8 nymf.org/show-713.html. Tickets are
p.m.; Saturday, September 20, at 8 p.m. available through SmartTix.com and
cost $25 for adults, $18 for students and
and Sunday, September 21, at 3 p.m.
Midnight Madness was originally $20 for New York Musical Theatre
produced at NJPAC in Newark and Festival Gold and Platinum Members.
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Former WF Resident Feels
‘Right at Home’ With Book
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORK OF ART...Art Alexakis strums and sings along with bandmates of Everclear at Friday night’s MusicFest. The
Portland, Ore., rockers headlined the event, which ended up being rained out on Saturday evening.

Despite Rain-Shortened Saturday,
MusicFest Considered ‘Great Success’
By MARTIN SWEENEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – It was a bittersweet
ending after all.
After a midweek decision by Union
County MusicFest organizers that the
festival would take place “rain or shine”
at Nomahegan Park in Cranford, the
event was cut short on Saturday
evening, with three bands left to play,
due to weather concerns from the remnants of Tropical Storm Hanna.
Anticipated headliners the B-52’s and
Tokyo Police Club never got the chance
to take the stage.
Sam Ungar, a freshman at
Georgetown University and a recent
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, took an early morning
Amtrak train from Washington, D.C.,
to his home in Scotch Plains on Saturday to catch the B-52’s’ performance
with some friends.
Unfortunately, his homecoming was
for naught. “I wish I hadn’t wasted all
of those Amtrak travel points now,” he
said.
Although Saturday’s evening can-

cellation was a disappointment, Friday’s
performances were unhindered. At the
8:30 p.m. slot on Friday night, Portland, Ore.-based rockers Everclear drew
by far the biggest and most diverse
crowd of the day.
Everclear, a band whose heyday fell
between 1995 and 2001, achieved a
number-one single for U.S. Mainstream
Rock with “Santa Monica” (1995). The
band would go on to land another number-one single, “Everything to Everyone,” in 1997. After 2001’s “A.M. Radio,” the band faded a bit from the
spotlight, achieving one other hit
song,“Volvo-Driving Soccer Mom,” in
2003 but never reclaimedtheir previous
status.
One woman in the audience Friday,
hearkening back to the group’s zenith,
said, “I feel so old now!”
Everclear’s performance marked the
final chapter of the night’s events, which
included Cracker, Jenny OwenYoungs,
Pat DiNizio of the Smithereens, Beale
Street Love and Tom Vella.
For Everclear, “Father of Mine”
and “A.M. Radio” were clear crowd

favorites.
On the controversial side, in tonguein-cheek fashion, frontmanArtAlexakis
dedicated two of the band’s past singles,
“You Make Me Feel Like a...” (editor’s
note: censored) and “Volvo-Driving
Soccer Mom,” to Republican Presidential andVice Presidential nominees John
McCain and Sarah Palin, respectively.
(Fun fact: Alexakis was a delegate
at the 2004 Democratic National Convention.)
He also used colorful and inappropriate language at points, drawing the
ire of Union County GOP Chairman
Phil Morin.
The Star-Ledger reported in its Tuesday edition that Mr. Morin said, “The
county and the corporate sponsors
should be embarrassed by the outrageous behavior of some of the bands,
especially Everclear.
“This is sponsored by a public organization and to allow performers who
are going to spew offensive language
21
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The faculty of

THE CAROLYN KLINGER-KUETER
MUSIC STUDIO
424 ST.MARKS AVENUE, WESTFIELD

wishes to thank the families of our
students for their continuous support.
Schedule for 2008-09 school term:
Kindermusik Classes for infants – 3 yr olds (BOOKED)
Piano / General Music Classes for 4-6 yr olds (BOOKED)
Private Piano Lessons for 5 ½ yr olds to adults:
Only 3, ½ hour times available;
45-minute and hour sessions (FILLED)

Website: carolynmusic.com
Tel: 908-233-9094
Email: Carolyn@carolynmusic.com

WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
resident Melissa Stanton believes that
every mother must decide for herself
whether to return to employment after
having children or become a stay-athome (SAH) mom.
Those who do decide to put returning
to the paid workforce on hold will find
advice, guidance and a resource for
their concerns in Ms. Stanton’s recently
released book, “The Stay–at–Home
Survival Guide: field–tested strategies
for staying smart, sane and connected
while caring for your kids.”
Now living near Baltimore, Ms.
Stanton, a former editor of People and
Life magazines, is a mother of three and
has been a SAH mom for six years.
She wrote the book, in part, to dismiss an attitude about SAH moms that
seems to be taking hold in society.
“There are quite a few books out
there that send the message that the
woman who stays home to raise children is opting out of a career and wants
to be taken care of,” said Ms. Stanton.
“There’s also the message that raising children is the only thing the SAH
mom wants to do with her life,” she
added.
“This wasn’t me, nor was it other
SAH moms I met,” she continued.
Ms. Stanton wrote “The Stay–At–
Home Survival Guide” because “the
other side of the story wasn’t being
told.”
Ms. Stanton contends in her book
that women become SAH moms for
two reasons: logistics and love.
Whatever the reason a woman has
for becoming a SAH mom, most reach
a point in the process in which they
realize they don’t always love the demands of caring for children and their
surroundings.
“This doesn’t mean you are a terrible
mom,” said Ms. Stanton. “It means you
are a typical mom.”
According to the author, each life
style – whether paid employment outside the home or remaining at home
to raise a family – has its pros and
cons.
“I am not saying one is easier than
the other,” she continued. “We
shouldn’t be having ‘mommy wars.’
“I certainly don’t have the stress I had
when I was working outside of the
home, but I am working just as hard,”
she said.
Ms. Stanton is quick to point out that
the book isn’t only about her.
“My story is a tiny piece of the story
of SAH Motherhood,” she writes in the
book.
Rather, Ms. Stanton incorporates the
“voices, observations and experiences
of [SAH mothers] from a variety of

locations and backgrounds” into the
book.
Ms. Stanton received
this input from other
SAH mothers via a
questionnaire she sent
out over the Internet to
friends, family and acquaintances.
Many of the survey
responses were from
women she knew and
spent time with when
she lived in Westfield.
Topics covered in the
“Survival Guide” include dealing with leaving a job, cultivating
friendships, handling
money matters and attempting to stay sane.
The book is conversational in tone
and organized in such a way that even
the busiest mom can manage to read a
section or two at a time.

Stay-at-home mom Melissa Stanton and
her children (Westfield / 2003)

“The Stay–At–Home Survival
Guide” is also a good resource for any
woman who is thinking about becoming a SAH mom.
Ms. Stanton, who lived in Westfield
from 1995 to 2003, and whose relocation was necessitated by her husband’s
employment, still maintains ties to the

farmhouse store
Like no other store in Westfield
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Meet the Artist / Trunk Show
Leigh Standley of
Curly Girl Designs
In her only NJ
Appearance.

Guide” is available at all local and
online bookstores.
Ms. Stanton will have a signing at the
Town Book Store in Westfield on Saturday, September 27, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m.
Ms. Stanton can be reached through
stayathomesurvivalguide.com.
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town.
“Even though we’ve been gone five
years, the town is still
such a part of our life,
especially during the
summer, when many of
our Westfield friends
come down or we head
north,” she explained.
Ms. Stanton’s personal key to SAH survival is adaptability.
“I am incredibly impressed by women with
children who do work
outside the home,” she
said.
“I have been an employed mom, a SAH
mom, and now, I am a
work-from-home mom.
“All women with children need to be
secure in the choices they’ve made, for
themselves and their families.”
“The Stay–At–Home Survival
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