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Letters to the Editor
Sarah, Get Your Gun!

Last week’s treatment of Sarah Palin
has been an appalling display of sexism
and elitism. But the hatchet men are in
for a rude awakening.

The attacks over the past few days
come down to two things:

First, Sarah Palin is supposedly out
of her depth. She’s only been in high
office for two years, age 44, and has no
foreign policy or national security ex-
perience. They say she’s not ready for
the big game.

Second, they imply she’s a bad
mother. She has a Down Syndrome
baby, and her 17-year-old daughter soon
will have a baby as well. Some are
saying that a fit mother wouldn’t take
on a job like this under these circum-
stances.

This is rank sexism, and dripping
with condescension.

Would anyone dare ask these ques-
tions if the candidate were a man? Evi-
dently not because they haven’t with
Barack Obama. The freshman Senator
has only four years in office and half
that campaigning for President, so re-
ally only two years foreign policy expe-
rience and has never handled national
security. He has young children, but no
one’s suggesting he’d be a bad father.

The comparison is worse when you
consider their experience and their jobs.
She runs a state several hundred times
bigger than Joe Biden’s Delaware and
has roughly as many constituents as
Biden. And while Obama and Biden
talk for a living, Governor Palin daily
makes dozens of decisions and is com-
mander-in-chief of the fiercely-inde-
pendent Alaska National Guard.

In addition, Palin’s a NRA (National
Rifle Association) member and hunter.
Barack Obama has never hunted wild
game or field-dressed an animal.
Frankly, Barack Obama should not
welcome a comparison with Sarah Palin
as to who is more rugged.

Conveniently lost in this male conde-
scension of an “uppity” woman who
refuses to know her place is that she’s a
candidate for Vice President, not resi-
dent. The President is the Commander
in Chief, sets the government budget
and makes appointments. The Vice
President breaks tie votes in the Senate
and advises the President. That being
the case, I want to ask all these men who
have trouble with Governor Palin one
question:

Explain to me how Barack Obama
can be qualified for President if some-
one with at least as much, if not more,
experience is unqualified for Vice Presi-
dent?

Their answer, I suspect, is that Barack
is a man, Sarah is a woman. Therefore

with equal or less experience, he can be
President while she can’t even be Vice
President. Any woman who claims to
support equality for women, but doesn’t
fume in rage at this, is a hypocrite.

I know something about unspoken
sexism. When I graduated from law
school in 1974 there weren’t many
woman lawyers and it was still consid-
ered a man’s job. I was the first partner
in the, then, 50-year history of the ma-
jor California law firm where I worked.
When I joined the NRA, some expressed
surprise because it was thought of as a
man’s organization. When I was elected
to the NRA board of directors, it hap-
pened again. And when I was elected
president of the NRA some male jaws
dropped, while women nodded in know-
ing approval.

During my tenure as NRA president,
there were a few male advisors who
tried to coax me into ridiculous speeches
in settings that underutilized me be-
cause even then, they didn’t consider
me up to certain tasks. Never mind that
I was a graduate of Harvard Law School
and an honors graduate of Stanford, or
that I had a resume a mile long. I was a
woman, and so a man would be better
suited to be where the hottest battles
were being fought.

I went ahead and did those things
anyway. I never fumbled the ball, I
never faltered, and when I concluded
my term of office, I left on a high note.

I look to Governor Sarah Palin as
someone who can do that on a much
higher level on the national stage. This
tough Western woman refuses to take a
back seat. This woman who knows how
to look down the barrel of a gun and gut
an animal in the wilderness is not afraid
that she’ll break her nail when she
punches some deserving opponent right
between the eyes in a political brawl.
She’s demonstrated that grit and deter-
mination in pummeling the former Re-
publican governor out of office, felling
the former Alaska attorney general, and
dispatching the former Alaska GOP
chairman. Do you think those men rolled
over? Do you think they graciously con-
ceded? No, they fought her tooth and
nail, and she beat them into the ground.

The sexist commentators denigrat-
ing her right now are destined for the
same fate. Watch out, boys. This girl’s
gonna get ya!

Sandy Froman
San Francisco, Calif.

Publisher’s Note: Sandy Froman is the
former president of the National Rifle
Association, a practicing attorney, a law
professor and an Arizona delegate to the
Republican National Convention.

Real Change That Benefits America As
A Whole Is Needed in Washington

McCain Showed Lack of Judgment
In Picking Palin as Vice President

You would assume, listening to the
speeches made at the Republican Na-
tional Convention, that it was some other
party in charge that brought us to this
(most unsatisfactory) state of affairs in
Washington.

Let’s remember, it’s the Republican
Party that has controlled Congress for
many years (six out of the last almost
eight years), and it’s been a Republican
administration in control for close to eight
years.

Also it would seem, at least from what’s
known to date about Sarah Palin, that
she’s very much a clone of our current
President Bush (in terms of her views on
the important issues of the day) except
being far more charismatic.

It is our very real responsibility to
listen carefully to all of the candidates as
they express their views in the upcoming
debates and to do a bit of our own inves-
tigation about each of the candidates. But
be careful about what you find on the
Web and the political spam you receive
via e-mail.

Let’s not be swept away by the many
promises and appealing rhetoric from both
sides. Both sides say that they are for
change. We shouldn’t be afraid of real
change. But we must be sure which can-
didate will actually be bringing it to Wash-
ington and our nation and that the change
is real and benefits our country as a whole.

Bob Chironna
Westfield

I, like many, watched Sarah Palin’s
speech [last Wednesday night]. It was a
well-written speech, and she communi-
cated extremely well with great presence.

Now I understand that her speech was
written by a Bush speechwriter, and she’s
a former TV sports announcer. Hum. I
tried watching a tape of one of her shows,
but it was just pulled off the Internet.
Hum.

She said she wants to shake up Wash-
ington, yet she used a Bush speechwriter.
She did tell us she was a pit-bull. Sounds
like our current Vice President. How is
this change?

America does not need a leader who
has Governor Palin’s extreme positions
(which are well-documented). She has
been quoted as saying that the war in Iraq
is “God’s task.”

She believes creationism should be
taught in school. She opposes abortion
even in the cases of rape and incest.

We need leaders who can bring our
people together to solve our problems and
regain our greatness, not further divide
our country. Sarah Palin is an engaging
personality with a tough streak, but not
what America needs as a Vice President.

As I witnessed in an interview a month
ago, she did not even know what the Vice
President’s responsibilities (such as lead-
ing the Senate) were.

She is not qualified to be our Vice
President. Senator [John] McCain dis-
played his maverick streak, and his lack of
judgment, in selecting her to be his run-
ning mate.

Linda Laird
Westfield

Malool, DePaola Comment
On Palin’s Nomination as VP

Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool, 2008 candidate for Scotch Plains
Mayor, and Mary DePaola, candidate for
township council, commented this week
on the announcement that Governor Sa-
rah Palin of Alaska received the Republi-
can nomination for Vice President.

Ms. Malool said, “The selection of
Sarah Palin as the Vice-Presidential can-
didate brings a great deal of excitement to
the race. As a working mother, I can relate
well to this candidate. My youngest daugh-
ter was born during the middle of my
attendance at law school, and shortly there-
after, I became a councilwoman and a
practicing attorney.

“I certainly appreciate the need to bal-
ance raising a young family with the
pressures of the workplace and political
life. I think Governor Palin has demon-
strated that it is possible to do both at even
the highest levels of government. From
an historic perspective, it is exciting to
see the first Republican woman on a presi-
dential ballot. Over 20 years ago, Demo-
crat Geraldine Ferraro broke through as
the first female Vice-Presidential candi-
date and, more recently, Democratic Presi-
dential contender Hilary Clinton paved
the way for this possibility.”

Republicans said if Ms. Malool wins
she would make history as the first elected
female mayor of Scotch Plains. Ms.
Malool continued, “I always try to be a
positive role model for my two daugh-
ters (ages 8 and 12) and show them that
there are limitless opportunities for a
woman. With Governor Palin’s nomina-
tion they can see for themselves that the
possibility of a woman achieving one of

the highest positions in the political arena
is within reach.”

“Women have taken some great strides
within my lifetime, both in society and in
previously male dominated professions,”
Ms. DePaola said. “Their positive im-
pact on our world is something I empha-
size when speaking to my own daughters
and sons when we discuss their futures.
My own experience as a structural engi-
neer has been unhindered by being a
woman.”

“Governor Palin was a councilwoman
and mayor of a town before becoming
Alaska’s chief executive,” Ms. DePaola
continued. “It is encouraging and inspir-
ing to see that her leadership skills have
been recognized on a national platform.
The Governor is only a few years older
than Nancy and me and we are thrilled
she is on the ticket. I believe that women
should be active in our government on
many levels. I actively support this
through my involvement as a director in
the Whitman Excellence in Public Ser-
vice Series, a leadership program for
women who are interested in public ser-
vice. On a personal level, I can appreci-
ate the dedication of Governor Palin in
her efforts to improve her state while
being a mother to five children. Like her,
I have a large family – six children – four
daughters and two sons – and can relate
to the organizational skills required to
handle all those responsibilities.”

Ms. Malool concluded, “We also like
the fact that Palin has been an advocate
regarding environmental issues since we
have made eco-friendly policies a focal
point of our campaign.”

Palin Proved GOP Is More Concerned
With Winning Elections Than Change
One of my favorite movies is a movie

called Mystery Alaska. It is about a team
from a small Alaska town that convinces
the New York Rangers to come play them
in an exhibition game. It stars Russell
Crowe, and it really makes you feel good
about being an American.

After all, it is the small towns and
communities across our great country that
makes America what it is. Big cities be
damned, with their superfluous sophisti-
cation and intellectual pretentiousness.

Now, let me transition from a fictional
movie that makes one feel all nice and
cozy to a real-life horror show that could
very well be coming to a White House
near you.

Sarah Palin spoke [last Wednesday
night] in Minnesota. Sarah Palin, who
presently is under investigation; who has
a teenage daughter who is now pregnant;
who was last seen as a mayor of a town
slightly bigger than my high school; who
is married to someone who advocates the
secession of Alaska from the Union.

Boy, was she great. She really showed
those intellectual snobs what it really
means to be American.

We should be focusing on the fact that
our once-impeachable hold on morality
and good governance is now being ques-
tioned. We should focus on the fact that
some of our iconic brands, such as GE,
Budweiser and Merill Lynch have been
forced to seek capital infusions from for-
eign competitors.

In case you did not notice, a Belgian/
Brazilian company has bought out
Budweiser. If you only care about beer
and silly movies, that should at least make
you mad enough to advocate for change.

It does not matter that over the last eight
years, the Bush Administration has ne-
glected to confront key issues such as global
warming, human rights, genocide and other
such international issues. It does not matter
that the Bush Administration has regulated
our Constitution to a mere advisory role.

In her speech, Sarah Palin, Governor of
a state of 600,000, chose to throw left
hooks at Barack Obama by sensationaliz-
ing key issues and simplifying the real
problems we now face as a nation, while
simultaneously mocking Obama for ap-
pealing to our better nature and challeng-
ing us to make a difference.

I thought her performance, in a word,
was disgusting.

Her rancorous speech may have played
well to certain voting demographics, but
it did not exhibit the professorial ap-
proach that is necessary in solving the
problems that this country faces.

Folks, let’s be honest; the issues at

stake are too high, the consequences too
great to succumb to such blatant pander-
ing. Comments like “I was the mayor of a
town, which is kind of like being a com-
munity organizer, but with responsibil-
ity” are cute and funny and make people
who want their leaders to “be just like
me” all warm and fuzzy inside.

I challenge the readers of this article to
give me one legitimate reason why she
should be second in command to a 72-
year-old with a history of cancer. What
people have got to realize is that the rest
of the world has to believe in us again, and
they won’t with a McCain–Palin ticket.

Palin, if nothing else, proved that the
Republican Party still chooses to care
more about winning elections than ac-
complishing meaningful change. Hope-
fully the American people have gotten
that out of their system, or have they?

Andrew Regenstreich
Westfield
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teachers and administrators.
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