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On Seventh Anniversary of 9/11,
We Shall Never Forget the Tragedy
Today, we solemnly commemorate the seventh

anniversary of the events of September 11, 2001. As
we have done each year on this date since the tragedy
occurred, we remember the lives that were lost, the
families left behind and the heroism displayed by so
many people who responded that day to a previously
unimaginable catastrophe.

Each year, we also commemorate our resilience as
a nation in the wake of such devastating attacks.
From that day forward, we came together as one
people, to search for survivors, comfort those in
mourning, care for those left injured and counsel
those struggling to rebuild their lives. We offered our
spiritual, financial and professional support as
America slowly began its healing process.

Across the nation today, various memorial ser-
vices and other such ceremonies will take place in
remembrance of all those who perished that day at
the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and aboard
United Airlines Flight 93. We will recall the fathers
and mothers, husbands and wives, sons and daugh-
ters, friends and neighbors. Along with the civilians,
we will honor the memory of those police officers,
firefighters and other emergency response personnel
who answered the call to save others with their own
lives.

We also will pay tribute to so many others – trained
responders and ordinary citizens alike – whose ex-
traordinary actions that day made the difference

between life and death. And to the countless volun-
teers whose compassion and dedication were crucial
in the hours, days, weeks and months after Septem-
ber 11 as the nation began its recovery. In our darkest
hour, the light of our humanity never burned brighter.

This day, our thoughts also turn to our military
troops abroad, who daily put their lives at risk to win
democracy for other nations and defeat those who
would perpetrate further acts of terrorism.

Seven years later, the healing of our nation and all
of us as individuals continues. It is a journey that will
continue in the years ahead. The lives of all Ameri-
cans were forever impacted by the events of Septem-
ber 11, whether they were caught up in the chaos
themselves or watched it unfold on television from
thousands of miles away.

We are a nation of survivors, yet we continue to
wrestle with a sense of vulnerability. We look to the
future with hope, but also remain vigilant against any
further threats. We seek to reestablish peace in the
world, yet know we can never take it for granted.

Time helps us to heal, and we need that in order to
move forward, but time also can cause memories of
past events to wane. We must never let September 11,
2001 simply become a footnote in the history books.
We owe it to all of those who died that day, to all of
those charged with protecting us today, and to our
children, to remember the courage, the sacrifices and
the resolve that defined us as Americans that day.
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By Mark Ciarrocca
Westfield Councilman Ward 3

The Westfield Town Council along
with the board of education and other
volunteer organizations, such as the
BRAKES Group, have placed a great
emphasis on working to get people in
Westfield to leave their cars at home and,
instead, walk or bike around town. One of
the most important facets of this effort has
been to encourage our children to walk to
school.

On Wednesday, September 17,
Westfield elementary schools will cel-
ebrate the annual Walk Your Child to
School Day. The purpose of this event is
to encourage parents and their children to
discover the joys and benefits of walking
to school. Just what impact can having
more children walk to school have? How
much have we heard about the problem of
childhood obesity? Walking to school
improves a child’s fitness. Avoiding a car
trip to school is also environmentally
friendly. Traffic safety around the schools
is enhanced with less vehicle congestion
around the schools.

With high gas prices, think of how
much money you can save by cutting out
all of those trips to school. You could
even say that we are helping to further our
country’s foreign policy by reducing our
dependence on foreign oil (O.K., maybe
that is a bit of an over-statement). All that,
just by having more children walk to

The Walking School Bus
Program Comes to Town

Council Commentary

school!
Walk Your Child to School Day is

being held earlier than usual this year, in
order to kick off a new program called the
Walking School Bus. What is a walking
school bus? Like a vehicular school bus,
a walking school bus has a defined route
and an adult “driver” who follows the
route to school, picking up students at
“stops” along the way. Parents can know
that their children are safely escorted to
school. The program is being organized
by The BRAKES Group, a volunteer or-
ganization, which promotes pedestrian
safety, with support from the mayor, the
town council, town administration and
the police department. It is funded by a
grant from the New Jersey Department of
Transportation, under its Safe Routes to
Schools program.

The BRAKES Group has been suc-
cessful in recruiting volunteers from each
elementary school to roll out this program
one day a week, a.k.a Walking Wednes-
days. As more volunteers are recruited,
additional routes and days will be added.
Information about the initial routes and
proposed additional routes will be dis-
tributed to parents at the schools on Walk
to School Day.

For more information, you can contact
me at mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov or
your school’s BRAKES representative.

Twin Towers Destroyed
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

In what is being equated with the 1941 attack on Pearl
Harbor in its devastating magnitude of death and destruc-
tion, Tuesday, September 11, 2001 will be a date infa-
mously linked with the worst act of terrorism to ever touch
American soil.

Countless numbers of lives and the New York City
skyline have been horrifically altered by a terrorist attack
that totally destroyed the World Trade Center Twin Tow-
ers after two hijacked airline jets crashed into the 110-
story buildings. A third hijacked jet was intentionally
plunged into the Pentagon 15 minutes before the first of
the Twin Towers caved in and collapsed.

Two hijacked commercial airline jets were flown di-
rectly into The World Trade Center Twin Towers, located
in Battery Park City in Lower Manhattan, on Tuesday
morning in what is being described as a terrorist suicide
mission. The North Tower was hit at approximately 8:45
a.m. near the 80th floor, and the South Tower was hit near
the 70th floor at approximately 9:03 a.m.

As of yesterday morning, much of New York City was
paralyzed by the attacks and many schools and businesses
were shut down.

Both Trade Center towers had huge, gaping holes from
which flames, smoke and debris poured out for hours after
the crashes. A third hijacked jet subsequently crashed into
the Pentagon at approximately 9:45 a.m. A fourth jet
crashed approximately 80 miles outside of Pittsburgh at
10:10 a.m.

Then, one hour after the first crash, the North Tower
collapsed on itself at 10 a.m. and the South Tower col-
lapsed approximately one half-hour later at 10:30 a.m.
Both towers crumbled into piles of rubble, sending shat-
tered glass and a thick cloud of smoke, debris and soot
billowing into the streets of Lower Manhattan for hours,
covering cars and people trapped in its blinding wake with
silt and dust.

Although numerous of employees were evacuated after
the initial plane crashes, eyewitness accounts from the
streets below reported, on the major news stations, seeing
people plunge out of upper-story windows, to their death,
from the fiery floors above.

Thousands of terrified people ran frantically from the
impenetrable cloud of smoke that enveloped the entire tip
of Lower Manhattan after the buildings collapsed.

Hundreds of passengers aboard the four airplanes were
immediately presumed dead, and thousands of New York
City and Pentagon employees were injured. More than
50,000 people work in the World Trade Center and over
200,000 people travel through the towers on a daily basis.
It is estimated that approximately 24,000 people work at
the Pentagon.

As of Tuesday night, there were no official figures on
the number of fatalities, although city officials estimated
the number of casualties would be high due to the hun-
dreds of emergency personnel in and around the buildings
at the time of the collapses. As of 10:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
more than 600 firefighters and New York City police were
still missing. New York City hospitals were filled with the
injured, including victims with third-degree burns, smoke
inhalation and many eye injuries from shattered, falling
glass and debris.

New York Governor George Pataki and Acting Gover-
nor of New Jersey Donald T. DiFrancesco declared states
of emergency, respectively, in order to have the power to
summon the National Guard and other emergency per-
sonnel.

Thousands of emergency workers, including all police,
fire and rescue squad workers were summoned to duty.
Emergency workers from New Jersey were allowed to
enter New York City to assist in containing the disaster.

Thousands of New Jersey commuters were trapped in
New York City when bridges and tunnels were closed and
most forms of public transportation were suspended for
the remainder of the day. Many of those evacuated were
advised by emergency personnel to wait inside nearby
buildings until the smoke and falling debris settled. Res-
cue workers escorted the evacuated workers to Battery

September 13, 2001

City Park, where tugboats, ferries and local cruise boats
transported the shaken commuters across the Hudson
River to Hoboken and Jersey City to other forms of
transportation to various parts of New Jersey.

For most of the day, telephone service in and out of New
York City was inoperable as the system was over-bur-
dened with calls from concerned family and friends, who
anxiously awaited word on the whereabouts of their loved
ones. Cell phone service in and out of the city worked
intermittently or not at all at varying times.

The major network news stations, which transmit from
the towers, including ABC, NBC and CBS, went off the
air for several minutes immediately following the plane
crashes and had interruptions in service for several hours.
Emergency telephone numbers were announced on the
networks for information about family and friends who
worked in the Trade Center or who were passengers...

www.goleader.com/01sep13
www.goleader.com/02sep12
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Number One Noise Pollution in Town
Is from Mowers and Weed Whackers
I read with interest the front-page ar-

ticle in The Westfield Leader’s Septem-
ber 4 issue about the Westfield Council’s
allocation of $75,000 for a “quiet zone
establishment” involving Conrail.

What is puzzling and frustrating is that
the Westfield Town Council has never
tackled the number one noise pollution
issue that affects every nook and cranny
of every Westfield neighborhood seven
days a week between 7:30 a.m. and as late
as 8:30 p.m. — namely the noise from
high-powered mowers, weed whackers,
edgers and leaf blowers, mostly from
professional landscapers like JRM,
Scapabilities, Davitos, M & R and many
others. Westfield residents are subjected
incessantly to the irritating, stress-induc-
ing noises from these machines that are
often operated by employees of rather
dubious legal status.

The town should follow the lead of
Montclair, California communities and
others across the country that have recog-
nized the much higher quality of life we
forego by not placing restrictions on (or
even outlawing completely) their use. It
is simply a matter of allowing individuals
and families the opportunity to enjoy a
walk, an early morning breakfast on their

porch, or an evening appetizer on their
patio without having such moments
wrecked by the whining, screeching and
rumbling sounds of lawn maintenance
machines.

The town council should pass an ordi-
nance to prohibit the operation of lawn
equipment (including the town’s mowers
that fire up once a week at 7:45 a.m. to
race through Clarke Park) before 9 a.m.
and after 5 p.m. There would be the added
benefit of having the streets free of the
landscapers’ increasingly enormous
trucks and trailers that block visibility at
dangerous intersections on Boulevard,
Broad, Dudley, North, Grove, Chestnut,
Kimball and other streets throughout the
town during times when children are
walking to school and parents are driving
to and from work.

While waiting for the council to take
action, Westfield residents can simply
ask our landscape service vendors not to
show up before 9 a.m. or after 5 p.m. and
to avoid parking their vehicles close to
intersections. Our neighbors will appre-
ciate the peace and our children will be
safer.

Glen Macdonald
Westfield

Is the Westfield Town Council
Sacrificing Safety for Easy Street?

There was little I could do but pray no
other drivers would have chosen to take
Woodland Avenue during Saturday’s tor-
rential downpour. But as I did, a conver-
sation with my councilwoman also
claimed a part of my concentration.

As I took the opportunity to get to
know the candidates for Westfield’s sec-
ond-ward council seat last November, I
asked each of them what they would do
about the despicable state of the afore-
mentioned street. The Democratic chal-
lenger offered to walk the street with me
himself and report each dangerous pot-
hole to the council. The Republican in-
cumbent told me that Woodland residents
do not want the street paved because they
fear speeding cars, but she assured me
that, if reelected, she would raise the issue
with her fellow lawmakers.

Ms. Neylan, have you? As I drove
down the direct middle of that street at
five miles per hour and saw oncoming
cars doing exactly the same thing until
forced to move into the huge pockets of
water encroaching on the median, that
question shared my nervous thoughts.

I defy any Woodland Avenue resident
to tell me that the safety of this Westfield
citizen and the ones driving past her Sat-
urday night benefited from the selfish
position our council may believe you
hold. I defy you to tell me that you want
the gaping, gravelly holes that in some
cases extend all the way to the median of

your road, or tell me that the lives of the
people inching down the middle of your
street in rain or snow – or even broad
daylight – are not important to you.

If it is slow driving you crave, you have
it. If it is safety you want, you most
certainly have the opposite. I challenge
you to tell your ward representatives in no
uncertain terms that such an oversight
will not be tolerated.

I defy my ward representatives and
those who sit next to them every Tuesday
night to tell me that the awkward speed
bumps on Gallows Hill Road – to name
one possible alternative – would not be a
safer solution for all involved. I defy you
to tell me that the off-chance one street of
residents would protest if you honored
your responsibility to keep your town
safe is more important than the oath and
obligation you would uphold if you took
action. I would be happy to walk the street
with you at any time.

Council incumbents may have won the
support of the Westfield majority in their
last elections, but none will receive mine
if that road remains untouched. If the
council is comfortable enough to believe
the loss of one vote will not hurt them, I
hope its members would believe that the
loss of one life to that horrifically danger-
ous street would hurt this whole town.

Victoria McCabe
Westfield

September 11 Westfield Commemoration Ceremony
The seventh anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks will be observed with a candlelight vigil on Thursday, September

11, 2008, at the September 11 Memorial site on North Avenue at East Broad Street. The commemoration ceremony will begin
at 6:30 p.m. with opening remarks from Mayor Andrew K. Skibitsky. Rev. Dr. Dee Dee Turlington of the First Baptist Church
and Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Temple Emanuel will offer prayers of commemoration followed by the presentation of the
ceremonial wreath by an honor guard. The ceremony will conclude with a candlelight vigil and a period of quiet reflection. In
the event of rain, the ceremony will be moved to the Westfield Town Hall, 425 East Broad Street. All are welcome.

GOP Convention
Speakers Mocked

Community Organizers
Speakers at the Republican Conven-

tion mocked the role of community orga-
nizers. Does the Republican Party under-
stand the value of such groups? Commu-
nity groups run food banks and volunteer
time in health care clinics across the coun-
try. The Republicans used to believe that
community groups make up for a large
government. Now, they don’t believe in
any sort of governance. Where does that
leave America?

Robert Scardapane
Somerset

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Forzando – With force or stress
2. Carapace – The upper shell of a

turtle, crab, etc.
3. Fuliginosity – Sootiness; smokiness
4. Raffish – Disgraceful; cheap

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RADEAU
1. A hunt conducted by driving game

from cover to a place near waiting hunters
2. Any large stage prop in the theater

which depicts the background
3. A raft
4. A small tub

DAVIT
1. A one-horse carriage
2. A boat hoist used for raising and

lowering smaller boats
3. A deep cut or gash
4. A narrow pathway; a foot path

TARVE
1. To bend or turn
2. To entise or trick
3. A grave digger
4. Topsoil

ABADDON
1. The north wind
2. A slaughterhouse for cattle
3. A medieval battering ram on wheels
4. Angel of the bottomless pit

Democracy: Anarchical,
Yet Brilliant, When

All Are Diligent
I sincerely want to thank you for your

editorial last week [September 4]. I am
disappointed that more voters do not ap-
proach elections as an employer might a
job interview. I continually remind my-
self that I am not electing someone to lead
me, but rather a doer who will appropri-
ately carry out a duty to every citizen and
me.

The genius of Democracy is that the
many outside of government determine
the path of the few in power — a radical
seemingly anarchical proposition, yet
brilliant, when all involved are diligent in
their responsibilities. Our greatest mo-
ments in our short but rich history have
occurred when every man, woman and
child is drawn into participation.

Perhaps this accounts for Democracy’s
perpetuation at the direst times. I truly
hope that every voter and politician who
read your editorial will have rekindled in
them a spirit of duty in upcoming elec-
tions. Patriotism is not the sole property
of a political party, nor the right of any
individual religion, nor the birthright of
any geographical region. Patriotism is
born of the individual, who by the power
of their intellect, the fire of their spirit and
the conviction of their principles exer-
cises one small but sacred vote for that
person they feel best suits the needs of our
times.

The right to vote in free and fair elec-
tions is shared by only 15 percent of the
Earth’s population. What a shame to waste
such a unique gift.

Timothy Boyle
Westfield

See more letters on pages 5 and 16


