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Bob Barr Seeks Support In
Third-Party Presidential Run

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Preaching a platform
of “freedom, liberty and smaller gov-
ernment,” former Georgia Republi-
can Congressman and current Liber-
tarian Party candidate, Bob Barr,
came to Rahway August 28 to drum
up support for his long-shot third
party U.S. Presidential bid.

Mr. Barr joined the Libertarian
party in 2006, after serving four terms
in Congress from 1995 to 2003. Still
known to many as a leader in the
impeachment of former President
Bill Clinton, Mr. Barr served as a
senior member of the House Judi-
ciary Committee, as vice-chairman
of the Government Reform Com-
mittee, and as a member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services and the
Committee on Veteran’s Affairs.

He was defeated in 2002, due in
part to a campaign by the Libertarian
Party, which opposed his stance
against the legalization of medical
marijuana. Since leaving Congress,
Mr. Barr has since changed his posi-
tions on issues like marijuana and
same-sex marriage.

“[We are] on track to be on ballots
across the nation,” Mr. Barr told sup-
porters at Luciano’s Restaurant on
Main Street in Rahway.

Mr. Barr
told the
crowd it was
time to
“shrink the
size of the
federal gov-
ernment and
r e t u r n
power to the
A m e r i c a n
people.”

W h e n
asked by
T h e
We s t f i e l d
Leader and
The Scotch
P l a i n s -
F a n w o o d
Times be-
fore he ad-
dressed the
crowd what
his top economic priority would be,
Mr. Barr said it was to “get the Fed-
eral budget under control” and “do
what we did in the 1990’s – reduce
spending.”

On foreign policy, Mr. Barr said,
“The U.S. took this in-your-face atti-
tude (with Russia) when it really
makes no sense to expand NATO. We
need to work with the Russians to the
greatest extent that we can,” he said,
adding that moving ahead with plac-
ing missile defense systems in Po-
land would only antagonize the Rus-
sians further.

On Iraq, Mr. Barr, who lived in
Baghdad for a few years where his
father worked as a civil engineer and
who graduated from high school in
Tehran, Iran, said, “I don’t think
(President) Bush has any firm under-
standing of the situation.”

He told The Leader/Times he is a
proponent of “surgical response(s) to
threats.” In the case of Iraq, Mr. Barr
said “there was never a justification
for an invasion.” He called for an
overhaul of the nation’s intelligence
capabilities to address threats from
abroad. “We need a strategic foreign
intelligence capability – sometimes
black and sometimes covert,” he
added.

Asked what he would do about
Guantanamo Bay, Mr. Barr said,” I
never understood why we shipped
them (Iraqi war prisoners) all to U.S.
territory. “Either try them or send
them back to their own country,” he
said.

“We have tens of thousands of
troops in countries capable of de-
fending themselves,” Mr. Barr said.
He supports withdrawing U.S. troops
from Iraq and Afghanistan, as well
as Germany, Japan and Korea.

“We are propping up tribal war-
lords in Afghanistan,” he said.

Mr. Barr said a President’s “fun-
damental obligation is to secure the
sovereignty of the nation.” He has
proposed a three-pronged immigra-
tion policy. First, Mr. Barr supports
a mandate that foreign visitors to the
U.S. “come in only through check
points.” Second, he said visitors to
the U.S. should “submit to basic
background checks” and submit to a
communicable disease check before
entry.

He said it was his position that
most social issues should be left to
the states to decide. On abortion and
same-sex marriage, Mr. Barr now
believes that the federal government
should not be involved. While still
pro-life, Mr. Barr said the key is
“understanding the limited role of
government – to guarantee liberty
and not take it away.”

This is a shift from his position in
1996, when the thrice-married can-
didate authored the Defense of Mar-
riage Act stipulating that only a mar-
riage between a man and a woman
could be federally recognized.

Speaking on crime, Mr. Barr said,
“The vast majority of criminal mat-
ters should be handled by states and
local governments” and that it is

time to cur-
tail the “mas-
sive federal
law enforce-
ment effort”
that came out
of 9/11.
“Habeus cor-
pus can only
be sus-
pended by
Congress,”
he said.

Mr. Barr
also told The
L e a d e r /
Times that
the federal
government
should not be
bailing out
failing finan-
cial institu-
tions. “Gov-

ernment should not be involved is
setting up mechanisms” to keep them
in business. “We are getting the gov-
ernment more involved and not less
involved,” which he said contributed
to problems facing Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac.

When asked what he would do as
President for the people of New Jer-
sey, he responded he would “reduce
Federal spending and return that
money to the people” of New Jersey.

Mr. Barr said his objective in run-
ning for President is to open up the
electoral system, which, he said, has
been “held captive” by the two ma-
jor parties. He said that being in-
cluded in the Presidential debates
“is clearly our (Libertarian Party)
goal.”

“The current criteria to be included
in the debates is 15 percent (polling
amongst potential voters) – we are at
6 percent now.” He said his goal is a
“level playing field” and to foster a
legitimate three-way race in Novem-
ber.

Pundits have argued that Mr. Barr
could take conservative votes that
would otherwise go to Mr. McCain
in the same manner Ross Perot drew
voters from President George H.W.
Bush in 1992. Mr. Barr said he re-
fuses to look at his role as that of
spoiler.

Mr. Barr told the audience that his
campaign manager is the same one
that Mr. Perot had for his 1992 presi-
dential run, Clay Mulford.

Mr. Barr said he expects to be on
the ballot in 49 states in November
After New Jersey, he will move on to
the Midwest to promote his candi-
dacy, push for donations and con-
tinue to seek support to be included in
the Presidential debates.
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Freeholders Set to Vote
On Improvements to Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is mov-
ing ahead with a number of improve-
ments at the county jail as well as
bridge replacements.

Resolutions reviewed last Thurs-
day by the board, and which are ex-
pected to be on tonight’s agenda,
would increase funding for renova-
tions at the county lockup in Eliza-
beth by a half-million dollars for a
new total project cost of $1.7 million.

The board’s resolutions include an
additional $115,000 for architectural
design services for a new prep-kitchen
floor coating system as well as shower
stall renovations and another
$387,500 for architectural and engi-
neering for interior improvements and
replacement of an elevator at the jail.
The county has hired Netta Archi-
tects of Springfield for the work. The
board gave Netta an initial contract of
$759,000 in December for the inte-
rior work and new elevator.

T&M Associates is seeking to in-
crease its contract by $79,000 to
$253,517 for construction administra-
tion and inspection services for the
replacement of the Division Avenue
bridge in New Providence. Hardesty
& Hanover of West Trenton is seeking
another $61,000 for a total to date of
$653,555 for additional engineering
design work pertaining to the replace-
ment of the South First Street Bridge
in New Providence and Summit.

The board is also set to implement
recommendations as proposed by the
John J. Heldrich Center for Workforce
Development at Rutgers University
for the county’s strategic workforce
plan for economic growth in the
county. The implementation phase of
the report is not to exceed $50,000,
according to the resolution. The board
had considered the contract in Au-
gust for $60,000.

As previously reported, the Heldrich
Center recommended development of
a countywide economic growth strat-
egy and a workforce development plan
that would include the establishment
of a health career center and use of the
county’s existing retail skills center to
train workers in sales and customer-
service jobs in the “high-wage whole-
sale trade sector.”

The board will also vote on resolu-

tions to close roadways in Fanwood
on Sunday, September 21, and in
Kenilworth on Sunday, October 12,
for local street festivals.

The Fanny Wood Day festival
will result in the closing of
Martine Avenue from South Av-
enue to LaGrande Avenue, and
South Avenue from First Street to
Second Avenue in Fanwood from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21. The Boulevard in
Kenilworth will be closed from
23rd Street to 18th Street from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. on Sunday, Octo-
ber 12, for the annual Kenilworth
Octoberfest Street Fair.

Campaign Release, Union County Republicans

Rising County Taxes Top
Issue for GOP Candidates

The three Republican candidates for
Union County freeholder spent the sum-
mer meeting residents from all over the
county. The number one concern of
Union County residents is rising prop-
erty taxes. The issue topped the list in all
towns. People are asking the question,
“What do I receive for my County prop-
erty taxes?” and “What does the County
spend nearly [a] half billion [dollars]
on?”

Republican Candidate Councilman
Mike Yakubov of Roselle Park said, “In
Roselle Park we spend hours going over

the budget with a fine tooth comb to
save taxpayers money. The county
has no system of checks and bal-
ances, and the all-Democratic free-
holder board just keeps on spending
and taxing without any hesitation.

“Westfield and surrounding towns
actually spend more money on
county taxes than on local taxes.”
Candidate John Russitano added,
“Everyday we see the services pro-
vided by our towns, aside from a few
roads and a nearby rock concert we
fail to see a return for our county tax
dollars.”

Candidate Joe Franchino of Ber-
keley Heights echoed his running
mates’ sentiments. “I operate a small
business and most everyone agrees
that small businesses are the engine
of growth in America. However, Gov-
ernor Corzine, the Democratic-con-
trolled legislature, and the all-Demo-
cratic freeholder board continue to
increase taxes and fees on small busi-
nesses. The residents of Union
County have made it clear, it is time
for a change in Union County.

“People want accountability for
their tax dollars. The three Republi-
can candidates pledge to manage the
county budget in a fiscally respon-
sible manner,” according to their
weekly campaign press release.

For more information, visit
ucgop.org for more information.

Democratic Candidates Focus
On Stabilizing Municipal Taxes

Councilman Kevin Glover, Demo-
cratic candidate for Scotch Plains mayor
said this week, “Over the past two years
I have sat through the process of prepar-
ing the township budget and I know we
can do better.”

“The goal is to maintain services and
find efficiencies in running our govern-
ment,” Mr. Glover said. He said proper
fiscal oversight and an aggressive reach-
ing out for grants will be a priority in his
administration.

Theresa Mullen, Democratic candi-
date for township council agreed and
said, “My taxes are becoming an exces-
sive part of my household budget. I am
sure that’s true for most of Scotch Plains
citizens. I have followed the budget pro-
cess and I believe much more can be
done to stabilize taxes in our township.
When elected, much more will be done
to achieve stability in our local property

taxes.”
Mr. Glover and Ms. Mullen have

been knocking on doors and said
they are energized by the positive
reception. “I have found that people
appreciate Kevin Glover’s display
of independence and leadership in
voting against the last two budgets
and especially appreciate his efforts
in fighting to lower the tax increases
that have been visited upon the citi-
zens of our township. His efforts
certainly show his commitment to
the people,” Ms. Mullen said.

 “I am impressed how many people
know what is happening in the town
and how encouraged they are by
what my running mate has done on
the council to date. They have confi-
dence in us and are expecting us to
bring positive change with our new
administration,” Ms. Mullen added.

Campaign Release, Scotch Plains Democrats

New Toll Hike Plan
Unveiled by Pike Panel

The New Jersey Turnpike Author-
ity has proposed an increase of Turn-
pike tolls from $1.20 to $1.80 next
year for an average 23-mile trip, $2.70
by 2012 and $3 in 2023. Parkway
tolls, currently 35 cents, would jump
to 50 cents next year, 75 cents in
2012, and 85 cents in 2023.

Mortimer, Roughneen
Named McCain Coordinators

The McCain Campaign has named
Mountainside Councilman Glenn
Mortimer as Union County coordina-
tor and former  Congressional candi-
date Tom Roughneen as Somerset
County coordinator.

Pallone to See if Christie
Has Begun Campaigning
Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6) is seek-

ing the release of U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie’s schedules to see if he has
held campaign meetings.

Rob Andrews Opts to  Seek
10th Term as Wife Withdraws

Rep. Rob Andrews (D-1), who opted not
to run for a 10th term in Congress so he
could challenge Senator Frank Lautenberg
in the Primary, has decided to run for Con-
gress again.

His wife, Camille Andrews, won the seat
in the June primary against two lesser-
funded candidates. Mrs. Andrews has filed
papers to withdraw from the race. Mr.
Andrews lost by a wide margin to Mr.
Lautenberg after his late entry into the race.

Senator John Lynch Could
Head to a State Halfway House

A federal judge has recommended that
the Federal Bureau of Prisons release former
Democratic state Senator John Lynch, 70,
from prison early so Lynch can complete
the final six months of his 39-month term in
a halfway house in New Jersey, according
to The Star-Ledger.

Lynch is in jail for tax and fraud charges,
and could be released to a halfway house
next May.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Twins Placement Bill
Becomes Law in NJ
TRENTON — Parents of twins

or other multiples enrolled in the
same grade at the same public
school can now request that their
children be placed in either the
same classroom or in separate class-
rooms after legislation sponsored
by Senator Tom Kean Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield) was signed into law.

The new law stipulates that a
parent’s or guardian’s placement
request must be submitted in writ-
ing within the first 14 days from
the start of school or within 14
days of the students’ attendance
if enrollment. If those conditions
are met, the school must grant the
parent or guardian’s request.
However, if school administra-
tors find the situation disruptive
in any way, the parents could be
overruled. This new law, which
applies to students in kindergar-
ten through eighth grade, takes
effect immediately.

Lance to Speak
Before ELC Sept. 17

CLARK — New Jersey Sena-
tor Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Clinton) and Republican candi-
date for Congress from the 7th
District will be the guest speaker
before the Union County Em-
ployer Legislative Committee
(ELC)  at 8 a.m. on Wednesday,
September 17, at Lana’s at the
Hyatt Hills Golf Course, located
at 1300 Raritan Road in Clark.

Breakfast made by bakers,
not microwaves.

When a breakfast sandwich is inspired by
bakers you know it’s going to taste great.
Especially when you combine all-natural
eggs (freshly cracked every morning,) a
thick slice of Vermont white cheddar and

your choice of Applewood-smoked bacon
or all-natural sausage, grilled on two slices
of freshly baked Ciabatta. Mix in a little
coffee and we may even turn you into a
morning person after all.

panera-nj.com
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