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LEST WE FORGET...September 11, 2001 - Twin Towers Destroyed. The area remembers. See page 4.

Martin Sweeney  for The Westfield Leader
DANCING TO THE BEAT… Female concertgoers were invited up on stage at the
end of Friday’s performance by Everclear at MusicFest. The two-day event, held
at Nomahegan Park in Cranford, had to be cut short on Saturday night due to
heavy rains from Tropical Storm Hanna. For more coverage, see page 22.

Board of Adjustment Hears Two
FAR Cases With Different Results

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Adjustment at its meeting
on Monday night heard two applica-
tions concerning variances on floor
area ratio (FAR), in addition to other

cases.
The board asked Roberta and

Russell Feeney of 547 Downer Street,
after the applicants presented their
case, to come back at the next meet-
ing with more evidence to the FAR of
homes in the neighborhood because
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Christina M. Hinke  for The Westfield Leader
IN A GALAXY FAR, FAR AWAY...The Ricercas, of 1726 Boulevard inWestfield,
were approved to build a second-story addition, attic and porch at Monday’s
board of adjusmtent meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Wrestling Program to Increase Size;
Proficiency Results Deemed ‘Illogical’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
intermediate schools wrestling team
will become available to all sixth
graders in an attempt to increase the
team size and add more players to its
low weight division, which has boys
between 70 to 80 pounds. The
Westfield Board of Education ap-
proved this after a parent inquired to
the board earlier that they should con-
sider this. It was previously only open
to seventh and eighth graders.
Coaches Glen Kurz and Vince Juliano
addressed the board at the meeting.
They said it would not impact the
budget or scheduling.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan
also gave a presentation telling that
the district’s 10 schools were ready
for children as the kids entered their
first week of classes.

She said the bid for air condition-
ing at the Westfield High School
would be ready on September 18.
Bob Berman, secretary, said he ex-
pects the air conditioning to be in-
stalled by the end of the school year.

Ms. Dolan also said the eighth grade
gifted program has enough students
to comprise a full class at Edison
Intermediate School. There are also
fine arts rooms at every elementary
school.

She also gave an update of the new
state proficiency levels for students
that were released. The results she
said were “not logical” — a testi-
mony she said was echoed through-
out other districts. The math and lan-
guage arts numbers for fifth through
eighth graders from 2007 in compari-

son to 2008 were “scattershot,” and
she said she would have a hard time
explaining it to parents.

She said, “The state said they were
going to look into realigning the test.”

“Tests can be helpful,” Ms. Dolan
said. “It upsets me when I see data
that is not helpful.”

Anita O’Neal, assistant superin-
tendent, said the driver’s education
course added this year “right now is
very, very popular” with students.
She said the goal is to have more
teachers certified to instruct the class
next year. Currently, one teacher is
certified, a physical education teacher.
The course is considered as a physi-
cal education class this year. She is
also looking into considerations of
making it a health class instead.

The board also approved personnel
appointments.

At the last board meeting, Ms.
Dolan said she was looking into the
necessity of adding a literacy teacher
to first grade with the high student
levels. She determined help was
needed at Franklin Elementary
School, and the board approved Eliza-
beth Soriero to assist in literacy dur-
ing the morning session at the school
at an annual salary of $12,209.

Three teachers received their
master’s degrees earning them a sal-

Fanwood Wants Larger
Share of Ticket Revenue

ary increase. They are: Kira Brady,
social studies teacher at Roosevelt,
jumped from $60,814 to $63,773;
Maria Santilli, high school Italian
teacher, effective September 1,
switched from a 4/5 position at a
salary of $56,040, to full-time at
$71,176, and as of October 1, that
increases to $74,557 (master’s de-
gree inflation), and Brendan Hickey,
McKinley fifth grade teacher, has a
salary increase effective September
1, from $55,749 to $58,549.

Other new teachers are: Westfield
High School social studies teacher
Elizabeth Walsh and math teacher
Mallory Applebaum  at Edison, at
$55,149; Kate Santino, physical edu-
cation/health instructor at Wilson,
Jefferson and Lincoln at $55,149, and
Kristine D’Onofrio, Wilson, second
grade, at $57,949.

Ms. Dolan also said the district is in
need of a speech language specialist.

Board President Ginny Leiz an-
nounced that the haunted house this
year will not be managed by the rec-
reation commission because “it is a
drain on their resources.” She said the
commission reported from a recre-
ation meeting she attended. She said
the haunted house is open to any
other organizations interested in
getting involved to fill the gap.

the board felt it did not have concrete
evidence to approve their FAR of
39.2 percent where 35 percent is the
maximum allowed.

After hearing that request for a
variance, the board approved the ap-
plication of John Ricerca of 1726
Boulevard, which included a FAR of
39.6 percent, .4 percent more than the
Feeneys and 4.6 percent over the
maximum allowed. Mr. Ricerca is a
sergeant in the Westfield Police De-
partment, where he has been em-
ployed for 17 years, according to his
wife Christine’s statement at the meet-
ing.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel said of the Ricerca appli-
cation towards the close of the hear-
ing though “FAR is somewhat over,
it’s working with the footprint of what
is there.”

This was in reverse of what he said
earlier to Mr. Ricerca and his wife
Christine that the FAR is “signifi-
cantly above what is allowed” and
said he wanted to have an idea of the
FAR of neighboring homes, coach-
ing Mr. Ricerca of how it could be
obtained easily from the building de-
partment.

However, Mr. Heinbokel later said,
“I think it’s attractive,” and he added
that it is the “type of construction that
is typical of the area.”

While Mr. Heinbokel changed his
opinion of the FAR overages from
significant to somewhat over for the
Ricerca case, board member Mike
Doherty said to Ms. Feeney that in
addition to proving FAR overages in
neighbors’ homes that she should look
at alternatives to the plans of the
home’s proposed 900-square-foot
addition in order to make it conform
more to the 700 square feet that is
allowed in the FAR, when they return
next month to continue the hearing.

Mr. Heinbokel said to Mrs. Feeney
that, “We don’t want to start a trend of
overbuilding.”

The Feeneys are applying for vari-
ances to construct a two-story addi-
tion, which Mrs. Feeney said is simi-
lar to what is in the neighborhood.
She testified that her neighbor and
their neighbor have built out the rear
of their homes about 9.5 feet and
enclosed their porches to gain more
indoor space. Her proposal was not to
enclose the porch, but to bump out the
rear of her property about eight feet
longer than her neighbor’s rear addi-

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil, at its regular meeting Tuesday
night, pushed for a change in the
statewide formula for dividing up
moving violation fees.

To that end, the governing body
approved a resolution urging other
Union County municipalities to lobby
for legislation required to change the
formula that could potentially gener-
ate much needed revenue for towns.

As it stands now, the county gets
about 50 percent of the revenue from
traffic tickets, while municipalities
are left with the other half.

“Municipalities are the ones who
bear the cost of running the police
department and the courts,” said
Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief and
former director of the county’s police
academy. He said revenue generated
from inspection violations will con-
tinue to go to the state.

Mr. Parenti said the borough’s reso-
lution supports changing the split to
80 percent for the municipality and
20 percent for the county.

In other business Tuesday night,
the governing body approved, on sec-
ond reading, an ordinance to amend
part of the borough code regarding
lot frontage, specifically spotlighting
two properties along Staggard Place.

The measure was actually approved

last year, but Borough Attorney Den-
nis Estis said official notice was not
given at that time to all residents
within 200 feet of the two properties
as required by state law. Therefore,
the ordinance had to be redrafted.

“The essence of the ordinance has
to do with [borough code] amend-
ments to clarify what consists of lot
frontage, especially when there is a
subdivision,” Councilman Bruce
Walsh said.

The ordinance will keep all proper-
ties fronting Staggard Place in a resi-
dential zone; two properties had been
proposed for a change to light indus-
trial, a move the governing body did
not support.

The measure was sent to the plan-
ning board for review, but Borough
Clerk Eleanor McGovern said she
received “no comments” back. “I
don’t think this [ordinance amend-
ment] will be a problem,” she said.

Also approved Tuesday night was
a resolution authorizing the borough
to open bids for leasing space on its
communications tower, located next
to Borough Hall.

Fanwood had a signed contract with
a cell phone service provider, Cingular
(now called the New AT&T Wireless),
to put an antenna on the tower, but the
company never followed through with
its plans.

As a result, officials said the borough

Spaces Made Available
Earlier to PT Employees

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Part-time employ-
ees who work nights should have an
easier time finding free parking.

The town council, Tuesday, intro-
duced an ordinance to roll back the
enforcement on employee parking
spaces in Lot 8 (Blockbuster/ Verizon
lot).

Currently, parking is enforced in
Lot 8 (UBS, Verizon lot) from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Even if an employee found
an unoccupied spot during that time
slot, a parking permit is required.
Once the ordinance is adopted, these
spots will be enforced until 4:30 p.m.,
when the Night Owl parking begins,
and will be free.

The same procedure will be effec-
tive at the bagged meters on Ferris
Place, Orchard Street and Elm Street.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca said
the council came to this decision in
response to downtown shopkeepers
who said part-time employees had
difficulty finding adequate parking,
especially at night.

Resident Jim Baker, who regularly
provides his commentary on a host of
topics, including how the town ad-
dresses its parking situation, did not
speak during the meeting but told The
Westfield Leader afterward that the
decision left him pleased but
“flummoxed.”

The town will also enter the fall
season with a firmer commitment of
having children walk to school.

Mr. Ciarrocca announced the ar-
rival of “Walk Your Child to School
Day,” which is being held earlier than
unusual. The event, to occur on

Wednesday, September 17, will coin-
cide with the kickoff of a new pro-
gram, the Walking School Bus. The
BRAKES Group (Bikers Runners and
Kids are Entitled to Safety) – a volun-
teer organization that promotes pe-
destrian safety, with the support of
the mayor, town council, town ad-
ministration and police department –
led the initiative.

According to Mr. Ciarrocca, like a
yellow school bus, the Walking School
Bus has a defined route, and an adult
“driver,” who follows a certain path
to school, picks up students at “stops”
along the way.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, the program is funded by
a grant from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation, under its Safe
Routes to Schools program. Now,
“drivers” are equipped with wagons
– in which students place their be-
longings – stop signs and police vests.

The BRAKES Group has been suc-
cessful in recruiting volunteers from
each elementary school to roll out
this program one day a week, Walk-
ing Wednesdays.

“It’s important to note that four or
five years ago, the BRAKES Group
tried it unsuccessfully, but one of the
main thrusts of the program is
volunteerism, and you really need to
build that support,” Mr. Gildea told
The Leader after the meeting.

“You need a motivated group of
people to spearhead it, and you need
a really good support structure be-
hind it,” Acting Mayor Ciarrocca said
following the meeting. “When we
looked at it a few years ago, it looked

Garwood Council Nixes
Freeholders Voting Districts

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council voted 4 to 2 against a
resolution on Tuesday calling for cer-
tain members of the Union County
Board of Freeholders to be elected by
district. The two “yes” votes came
from the resolution’s sponsors, coun-
cilmen Anthony Sytko and Stephen
Napolitano.

Both Mr. Sytko and Mr. Napolitano
said at prior meetings that they feel
the current system of electing free-
holders at-large results in dispropor-
tionate representation and services
for the county’s larger cities.

Councilman Keith Sluka, who op-
posed the resolution, said he believed
the system is representative, noting
that current freeholders live in differ-
ent parts of the county. Mr. Sluka said
part of the problem is voter turnout
since less than a third of those regis-
tered voted in the 2007 freeholder
election.

“The bottom line is, if more than 29
percent of people vote in that elec-
tion, anybody could win as a free-
holder,” Mr. Sluka said.

Council President Kathleen
Villaggio, who also voted against the
resolution, said that council mem-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LAMBERTS MILL BLAZE...A fire damaged apartments near the intersection of Lamberts Mill Road and Spruce Lane
in Scotch Plains, Wednesday morning at press deadline, leaving multiple people injured. Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly has
confirmed at 1 p.m. that two individuals have been medevaced to a burn center. See more on page 10 and goleader.com.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
ACCIDENT SCENE… Rescue teams responded to this accident Saturday after-
noon at the intersection of Springfield Avenue and East Broad Street. Passengers
were transported to Overlook Hospital. The accident occurred as rain moved into
the area from Tropical Storm Hanna.


