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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
soccer team under Head Coach Katie
Wertheimer has always seemed to
have the proper formula for success.
Since Wertheimer grabbed the helm
in 2003, the Blue Devils have amassed
a 53-22-7 record. Last year, the Blue
Devils finished 14-6-1, which in-
cluded a, 1-0 heart breaker to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the county final
and a 1-0 loss in the sectional semifi-
nals to Bridgewater-Raritan.

Coach Wertheimer feels the Blue
Devils have the right chemistry to

compete for the crown in both the
Union County and the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament.

“I think we ended on a strong note.
Definitely getting back to those
county finals was a goal of ours. It did
not go our way but I thought we
played really well, especially giving
the fact that many people did not
expect us to be back there,” said coach
Wertheimer. “In the sectional finals,
it was tough. After playing the county
final game, the girls were already
emotionally drained, physically tired
and we lost on a controversial call.
Claire Bennett made the save but the
referee called the ball in the goal.
That was a real tough way to end the
season but overall we were happy. We
had a lot of younger players stepping

up, which only means good things for
us this season.”

Standout seniors, Tara Handza and
Briana Goncalves have been named
co-captains. Westfield will rely
heavily on Handza as its top ball
distributor and goal scorer, (13 goals,
8 assists) and Hannah Kronick, the
very dangerous sophomore who fin-
ished with nine goals and eight as-
sists. The squad includes seniors Brit-
tany Cortinhal, Arielle Ziering,
Natalie Morrison, Meridith Clark and
Taylor Manetti, along with return-
ing junior varsity players Kathy
Esler, Robyn Knapp, Grace

MacKenzie, Rebecca Kape and
Molly Maher. Meghan Brody will
start in goal and get support from
Anna Ridings.

“Claire Bennett did such a great
job for us last year and that definitely
is a big position to fill. Brody and
Ridings are very strong in net, very
capable and good leaders in the back,
so we look to them to really step it
up,” said coach Wertheimer.

The defensive outlook appears very
positive. “For once we have size and
speed in the back, some girls who are
tall and not afraid to play with the ball
in the air. They have a real good field
sense whereby we are going to keep
the ball moving, keep it on the ground
and play a possession game. I think
the defense is going to be one of the

strongest aspects of our team.”
Offensively, Westfield should look

very tough however there is a concern
of finishing in front of the net. “We
lost Corinne Parkinson in the middle
of the field, a quality player who
created lots of offensive opportuni-
ties. That is going to be a big position
to fill but we have people who have
been waiting in the wings, including
Knapp, Manetti and Handza at cen-
ter-mid. Among them, we should cre-
ate a lot of offense. Kronick did a
great job for us up front and I’m
expecting her to continue to do good
things. We are lucky because we have
a lot of depth, so it’s a matter of
figuring out the best combinations on
the field at any given time,” said coach
Wertheimer.

In conclusion, Wertheimer noted,
“Scotch Plains is going to be tough, if
for no other reason, they have Jackie
Law in the back. She is really tough to
get past. Cranford should have a good
squad, so the county always has some
tough competition. It’s tough for me
to say where exactly we will fit in.
Scotch Plains is always a big game
for us. It does not matter what kind of
skills either team has, mentally both
teams get up for that game and you
see the girls play out of their minds on
the field. It’s our opener on Septem-
ber 15 (4 p.m.).”

D’ANNUNZIO, HERNANDEZ NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Raider Soccer Boys Regroup,
Reload for Interesting Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite graduating 14 fine players,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ soccer team this season
figures to be one the top contenders in
the county, conference and state. Last
year, the Raiders finished in style by
rewarding Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
his 12th Union County Tournament
championship,  Raiders 14th overall,
by shellacking Elizabeth, 4-0.

“The season was a little bit disap-
pointing. It was successful in regard
to pulling out a County Tournament
championship but we expected much
more with the number of seniors that
we had. We ran into problems that
you have no control over; injuries,
some discipline and of course the red
card issue (Two game forfeit-NJSIAA
red card violation) but I still give
credit to those kids. That is now in the
past and this is a new year,” said
coach Breznitsky.

One big setback is the season loss
of midfielder Johann Hernandez, who
scored the winning goal in the county
against Westfield and the first goal in
the county final against Elizabeth.

“He would have been one of the top
three players in the state this year.
Johann tore his ACL playing club
soccer and will miss his entire high
school season. That was a huge blow

to a team that would be very, very
good this year. Now, we have to put
the pieces together,” said coach
Breznitsky. “We’re going to lose that
experience but I still think we have
the potential to be good once again in
Union county. Scotch Plains is al-
ways the team to beat.”

This season’s team will be a differ-
ent type of team, according to coach
Breznitsky. “We have five seniors
with four new to the varsity. The rest
are mostly juniors, primarily last
years’ Junior Varsity Union County
Tournament champs.”

Junior co-captain Joe D’Annunzio,
a tremendously mature individual

with exceptional speed, will lead the
Raiders’ offense. He finished last year
with five goals and two assists.

“He played a variety of positions
and will be up front. We’re looking
for him at this particular point to be
our main offensive threat, although
we have other guys out there,” said
Breznitsky.

Junior Chris Freeman returns at
midfield. “He’s an excellent, fine
player,” said Breznitsky.

Sophomore Blake DeJohn offers
tenacity and quickness, and junior
Brian Kahn has grown stronger and
is expected to have an excellent of-
fensive season. Coach Breznitsky is
very high on freshman Travis Cortes,
considered one of the best prospects
to have come along in many years.
Anthony Zukofsky, a 5’11” junior
will be the Raiders number one start-
ing keeper.

“He was the JV keeper last year
and has come on exceptionally strong.
He is going to be a fine keeper and
will do a great job for us,” said coach
Breznitsky.

Defensively, the Raiders return three
juniors in 6’3”, center back Matt
Greaney, Mike DelSordi and Michael
Henkels. Filling in at the left back
position is newcomer, 6’3” Jason Pearl.

“He has shown tremendous ability
and skills in training,” said coach
Breznitsky.

Additionally, the Raiders count on
some of their other younger talent,
including Brendon McEvoy and Jus-
tin Brownstein up front. Senior Jo-

seph Delprete, a very quick forward,
is expected to do his share of the
scoring. Steven Bello, Michael
Bumiller, Eddie Byron, Brian Fischer,
Zachary Flanzman, Daniel Gore, Rory
Szeto and Ulyses Valazquez are ex-
pected to contribute.

As to the effects of the new turf
field, Breznitsky added, “We always
have preached ball control, playing
the game the way it should and keep-
ing the ball on the floor. Now, with
this absolutely beautiful 70’ x 120’
soccer only turf field, and as I tell the
kids, there are no more excuses as far
as balls bouncing up, hitting divots
etc. If you can’t play on this, you
can’t play anywhere at all. The reality
is that it’s really going to help our
program and our style of play. We’re
confident! Obviously, they will be
well coached and if we can execute,
we’ll be fine.”

Devil Gridders’ Strong Skill
Positions Need Protection
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the mix,” commented DeSarno.
Clark and Gray are the frontrunners

for the kicking positions. Both have
been effective but, “coverage has been
a problem the past few years. It’s some-
thing that we have been focusing on to
try to get better at,” DeSarno said.

Another major focus has been con-
ditioning.

“I don’t think we are an overly big
team. Things we can control are con-
ditioning, so we work really hard in
the off-season to be in the best shape
we can be,” said DeSarno.

The Blue Devils’ skill players and
conditioning looked pretty good in a
scrimmage against Long Branch on
August 26.

“We have all our skill players back
but we are young up front. It is work in
progress. It would be nice if we could
continue to move the ball but we still

got a ways to go. The next two scrim-
mages will really be a challenge for us
because we face two more tough de-
fenses,” revealed DeSarno. “The kids
are competing hard. It seems like we
are reinventing ourselves defensively
the past two years because we’ve
graduated a lot of defensive players.
We got to do a better job of getting off
blocks. We got to read and react at the
linebacker level and we got to do a
better job of covering people in the
secondary. Our league is going to be
really good this year. Everybody got
better. We are going to have to be
better than we were last year if we
want to compete for a conference title,
get in the playoffs.”

Westfield will open against
Malcolm X. Shabazz at Untermann
Field in Newark on September 13 at
3 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPPING FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON…Blue Devil new Assis-
tant Coach Kerri Anness, team captains, Tara Handza, Briana Goncalves and
Head Coach Katie Wertheimer look to lead their soccer team to another winning
season.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE COMPETITION SERIOUSLY…The Raider soccer boys get into
some intense action during a practice game with Bayonne on their new turf field.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS CAPE COD $489,000
This spacious home boasts 4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths and a newly finished basement. A large
eat-in country kitchen leads to a warm Formal Dining Room with a glass corner hutch and a
large bay window letting in plenty of light. A large Living Room with hardwood floors features
a wood burning fireplace. The den leads to the rear deck. A generous front yard and backyard
on a quiet wooded street near Tamaques Park. MLS # 2562719

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $1,149,900

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $899,900

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Michael Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious
two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel
appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan.
Magnificent master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool
tub, stall shower and double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and
a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car
attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home. MLS # 2550249

MOUNTAINSIDE SPLIT LEVEL $569,000
This charming all brick Split Level house features 3 spacious Bedrooms and a Formal Living
Room with beautiful French Bay windows overlooking the newly landscaped front yard with
a brand new sprinkler system. There is a Formal Dining Room with French doors leading to
the 3 tiered wood deck. The full Bathroom was updated in 2008. The eat-in-kitchen has
granite countertops, wood cabinetry, beautiful Mexican tile floors and a brand new wall oven.
There is a Family Room in the newly carpeted basement and a half bath. The house features
central air, beautiful hardwood floors throughout and almost a half acre of property...with lots
of potential for expansion.  MLS # 2567048

Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4 Bedroom,
2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite counters, top of
the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete the lower level.
Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes granite counter,
Jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor. Easily finishable
walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features mahogany front
porch and back deck.  MLS # 2539319

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $1,895,000
Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano
is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4 Full
and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding amenities include:
exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized chandelier lift, 2
Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining Room, 1st Floor
Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens to the Great
Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious Master Bedroom
Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the Finished Basement and
walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

GONCALVES, HANDZA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Have
Proven Talent; Seek WC Title


