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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield had a good (but could’ve
been better) spring sports season and
had to settle for third place in the
ShopRite Cup Group 4 standings for
the 2007-08 school year.

This is the fifth year of the ShopRite
Cup, and WHS’s best finishes have
been the last two years – second (to
Southern Regional) in 2006-07, and
third behind Hunterdon Central and
Southern last year.

Points are awarded only for team
group championships, with 10 for the
champion, 8 for runner-up, 6 for third
place and 4 for fourth place. Westfield
got 10 points from the tennis team
and 6 from the golf team last spring,
but baseball and softball didn’t reach
the sectional finals, and boys track
finished seventh.

WHS scored heavily in the winter,
with 30 points coming from state
titles in boys and girls swimming,
and bowling.

TOP 5 TEAMS PER GROUP:
GROUP 4:
1. Hunterdon Central 75
2. Southern  61
3. Westfield  58
4. Ridgewood  52
5. Lenape  48
GROUP 3:
1. Moorestown 68
2. Camden 55
3. Shawnee 51
4. Millburn 49
5. Roxbury 38
GROUP 2:
1. Haddonfield  99
2. Chatham  60
3. (tie) Ewing, Mountain Lakes  52
5. Rumson-Fair Haven  48
GROUP 1:
1. Metuchen  55
2. New Providence  44
3. Verona  42
4. Pennsville 35
5. Park Ridge 31
NON-PUBLIC A:
1. Immaculate Heart  163
2. Christian Brothers 146
3. Don Bosco 128
4. Seton Hall 95
5. (tie) Bergen Catholic, Delbarton
and Msgr. Donovan  66
Non-public B:
1. Holy Cross  86
2. Bishop Eustace  69
3. Our Lady of Mercy  49
4. St. Rose 37
5. Newark Academy 35

.

FOOTBALL SCRIMMAGES
The final scrimmage will be tomor-

row, 4 p.m., at Kehler Stadium against
Livingston. The first two regular-sea-
son games are Saturday, Sept. 13 vs.
Shabazz at Untermann Field and Sept.
19 at Kearny, before the home opener
Saturday, Sept. 27, against Linden.

Our sources say that WHS looked
very good in its opening scrimmage
against Long Branch. We got up to
Saturday’s scrimmage against
Somerville and, except for one busted
assignment on a counter trap, WHS
looked very good again.

Offensively, WHS spent the entire

WHS Finished Third
In ’08 ShopRite Cup

morning in the shotgun, with Tony
DiIorio and Ricardo Johnson the only
backs. Jihad Billups and Chris
Sheehan were the wide receivers,
along with wingback Brett DeFazio.
Occasionally, WHS went with
Billups, Sheehan, Pat Gray and
Johnson split wide, which has to be a
bit scary for opponents.

The offensive line was Eric Moran,
Dan Ludlum, Josh Firestone, Bran-
don Dietz and Mike Sheehan, with
Craig Dyer at tight end. They looked
good, but good isn’t always good
enough in the Watchung Conference.

Defensively, the ends were Nick
Matthews and Willie Johnson, with
Moran and Dietz at the tackles. The
inside linebackers were T.J. Mruz
and Henry Kwok, a pair of seniors
backed up by juniors Andrew Arnold
and Aiden Scanlon. The outside line-
backers Saturday were Mike Clark
and Nick Fantini, although backups
Joe Ondi and A.J. Murray are both
capable of stepping in as starters.

In the secondary, Ricardo Johnson
and DeFazio were the starting cor-
ners, with Sheehan at safety. And the
second unit of Hugo Nelasco and
Jhakyse Williams at corners and
Billups at safety showed no dropoff in
talent.

Clark figures to handle the place
kicking duties again, with Gray the
punter.

On paper, this is a very deep team,
with roughly 15 seniors, a dozen jun-
iors and at least a half-dozen sopho-
mores who will make major contribu-
tions. The captains are DiIorio, Moran,
Mruz and Sheehan.

TOWN OF TITLES
It was great to see Massillon, Ohio,

finish fourth in ESPN’s Titletown pro-
motion this summer. In fact, the first
(Valdosta, Ga.), second (Parkersburg,
W.Va.) and fourth towns in the final 20
were all high school towns, which was
very cool.

And New Jersey’s own true
Titletown, for those who might have
missed the Devil’s Den last June 12, is
W-E-S-T-F-I-E-L-D, home of the
WHS Blue Devils. With 354 total state
championships (team, individual and
relays), WHS is by far the winningest
high school in state history;
Haddonfield was runnerup has 324,
followed by Asbury Park (323), Tren-
ton (322), Willingboro (297) and
Plainfield (296). Other interesting to-
tal s were: Montclair 265, Moorestown
227, Union 167, Ridgewood 157,
Mountain Lakes 144, Paulsboro 122,
Elizabeth and Morristown 112, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 104, Cranford 99,
Brick 87 and Phillipsburg 76.
WHS’S 354 STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS:
                        TEAM IND RELAY
Baseball 0 –
Basketball, boys 1 —
Basketball, girls 0 —
Bowling, boys 2 1
Cross country, boys 12 9
Cross country, girls 0 0
Fencing, girls – 1
Field hockey 0 —
Football  14 —
Golf, boys  5 3
Gymnastics, boys —3
Gymnastics, girls 0 4
Ice hockey 0—
Indoor track, boys 8 41
Indoor track, girls 0 3
Lacrosse, boys 2 —
Lacrosse, girls 0 —
Soccer, boys 3 —
Soccer, girls 2 —

Softball  0 —
Swimming, boys 21 112
Swimming, girls 11 6
Tennis, boys 16 2
Tennis, girls 4 7
Track, boys 2 48
Track, girls 0  0
Volleyball, girls 0 —
Wrestling 0 11
Total:      Team –  103 Ind – 251

Note: This includes four doubles
championships won by WHS girls in
the New Jersey Athletic Association for
Girls (ironically NJAAG, with a silent J,
is pronounced “nag” – just kidding,
ladies), which was what the girls had
until they came under the NJSIAA um-
brella in the early 1970s.

DID YOU KNOW?
In the May 9, 1963 edition of The

Leader there was an article headlined
“Duncan Field!” It read as follows:

“Charles Matino, treasurer of the
McKinley School PTA, Tuesday night
suggested that the recreation field at
Lincoln School be named in honor of
Robert L. Duncan, director of school
athletics. Mr. Matino noted Mr.
Duncan has served many years. The
board said it would consider the sug-
gestion.”

For whatever reasons, nothing came
of the plan, and, on Oct. 30, 1993,
Recreation Field was named Gary
Kehler Stadium.

HERBSTREIT UPDATE
The highlight game of last

weekend’s Kirk Herbstreit Classic was
Saturday night’s game between
Massillon, Ohio, and Jordan, Utah, at
Canton’s Fawcett Stadium. The
Beetdiggers from Utah won 27-24 on
a last-second field goal. In another
Herbstreit matchup, Cincinnati St.
Xavier rallied for a 15-10 win over
two-time Alabama state champion
Prattville.

‘GLORY’ DAYS
How about the roster of the Watson

Avenue ‘Glory Boys,’ who recently
won the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association title? The team included
former WHS baseballers Brian
Ciemniecki, Jay Cook, Matt DeMasi,
Greg Freisen, Nick Geissler, Ben
Koket, Jim McKeon, Quinton Redding
and Chris Schwarzenbek, in addition
to former WHS lacrosse captain Rock
Stuart.

SWIMMING UPDATE
WHS junior Matt Meserole spent

most of his summer lifeguarding and
surfing on New York’s Fire Island, off
the southern part of Long Island. But
on Aug. 16 he took time out to be
involved in the Swim Across America,
which raises money for cancer. In-
spired after watching Michael Phelps
win another gold medal the night be-
fore, and, despite swimming on just
four hours sleep, Meserole switched
from the 5k swim to a 10k, from
Larchmont, N.Y., in Westchester
County, to Glen Cove, on Long Island.
His final time was two hours, 31 min-
utes, nearly 15 minutes ahead of the
runnerup. But, more important than
any time or place on this day, “Mezz”
raised over $6,000 for the cause, mak-
ing more than $11,000 he’s raised the
last two summers.

Congratulations to Alexi Kuska and
Suzanne Lemberg, who earned All-
America honors for their WHS swims
last winter. Kuska, now attending the
University of Richmond, was named
in the 200 (1:52.57) and 500 (5 .79).
Lemberg, beginning her junior year at
WHS, was honored for her 23.59 in

the 50 free. They both just missed in
the 100 free and on the 400 relay. The
girls medley relay of Liz Hawkins,
Catherine Maguire, Lemberg and
Lauren Sullivan got A-A consider-
ation for their 1:50.53.

GOOD READS
My best read of the summer was

“Our Guys,” by Bernard Lefkowitz.
It’s a story about the 1989 rape case in
Glen Ridge, Essex County, where a
group of male athletes took advantage
of a “mentally retarded” female class-
mate. Since Glen Ridge (population
7,000) is sort of a mini-Westfield, as
far as affluence and sports and
yuppiness, it was particularly rivet-
ing, and had me wondering, could this
happen in my town?

Other worthwhile reads included:
“The Plot Against America” by

Philip Roth, involves a wild (or not?)
scenario where Nazi-lover Charles
Lindbergh wins the 1940 presidential
election from Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, and the quite serious reper-
cussions.

“The Assist” by Neil Swidey, about
a single, white, middle-aged coach
who works wonders with an inner-city
team, the Charlestown Townies. After
changing attitudes and winning cham-
pionships come the tough decisions,
whether to stay or leave.

“The End of Baseball” is a novel by
Peter Schilling Jr. that takes the inter-
esting approach to the “what if” Bill
Veeck Jr. had actually bought the Phila-
delphia Athletics in 1943 from cash-
strapped Connie Mack and followed
through with his plan to make them
into an All-Negro League team. Imag-
ine a lineup with Satchel Paige, Cool
Papa Bell, Buck Leonard, Josh Gibson,
Ray Dandridge, Willie Wells and
Martin Dihigo.

Also: “Praying For Gil Hodges” by
Thomas Oliphant, “The Great Swim”
by Gavin Mortimer, “C.C. Pyle8 0s
Amazing Foot Race” by Geoff Will-
iams, and “White Bicycles” by
Princeton-born Joe Boyd.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return on

Sept. 18. Every Thursday in-season a
WHS athlete, relay team, coach or fan
will be honored, and earn a free sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
complaints, comments and suggestions
at bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Matt Meserole

ALVAREZ WHACKS 2 HRS, BETAU 1

St. Pat Sinks St. Luke
For Angels Crown, 27-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“It’s going to be a matter of who
lets the pressure get to them,” Pat
spokesman Keith Gibbons said prior
to the showdown between St. Patrick
and St. Luke for the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
Angels Division crown. “I have played
in quite a few of these and it is more
intense with this game than it is on
Labor Day. We only beat them one
time, so they have the upper hand and
the confidence coming into the game.
None of that matters, it’s only who
wins tonight.”

“They were expected to be here at
the beginning of the year. We weren’t
expected to be here, so I think they are
more worried about us than we are of
them,” said Luke spokesman Luke
Fugett. “We have to play our best
offense and best defense to beat them.
If they win, they are the better team.
If we win, we are.”

“I think St. Luke is going to win,”
predicted veteran “Heckler” Walter
Grzankowski. “Every time I see them,
they play pretty good.”

Sometimes you are hot and some-
times you are not! The Pat men were
hot and the Lukes were not! After two
dismal innings, St. Patrick plated 26
runs in four innings to become the
better team with a 27-7 victory at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 27.

The Pats totaled 32 hits, which in-
cluded three over-the-fence home runs.
Gus Alvarez (3 RBI, 3 runs scored,
double) whacked two homers and Al
Betau (4 RBI, 2 runs scored) added a
single to his three-run shot. Kevin
Spellman rapped a pair of RBI doubles,
singled and scored twice. Scott Curtis
singled three times and scored four
times, Marty Bernstein bashed an RBI

double, singled and scored three times,
and Kevin St. Onge singled, twice,
scored twice and had two RBI.

The bottom half of the Pats’ order
also enjoyed the hitters’ delight. Jack
Kennedy (2 runs, double), Jim Killeen
(2 RBI) and Dan Margolis (run scored,
RBI) all had three hits. Ken Miller
had a pair of singles, three RBI and
scored once. Brian Dunn delivered a
two-run triple and scored, Brian Glod
drilled an RBI double and scored
twice, and Matt Marino had a pair of
singles, an RBI and scored once. Sal
Gano had an RBI and scored once.

Tom Ulichny (2 runs scored) and
Bruce Evans (run scored) each
doubled and singled. Tony Perfilio
went 2-for-2, Harry Semple (2 RBI)
singled and scored once, and Gerry
Riepe singled and scored twice. Rob
Zerafa (run scored), Nash Warfield
and Fugett each had a single and an
RBI. Jim Sosinski singled.

Heckler Grzankowski’s prediction
appeared to be correct when St. Luke
scored five runs on four hits, two
walks and a three-base error in the
first inning. The Pats responded mod-
estly with Gibbon’s RBI single.
Semple added an RBI sacrifice fly
and Zerafa ripped an RBI single in
the third to put the Lukes up 7-1 but
Dunn’s two-run triple uncorked a five-
run spurt in the bottom of the third.

Alvarez launched a solo blast to
begin a five-run, seven-hit fourth in-
ning but the Pats returned emphati-
cally in the fifth with 11 runs on 11
hits to seize a 22-7 lead. Luke’s resis-
tance was futile as Betau belted his
three-run shot and Alvarez hammered
his two-run shot over the right field
fence in the sixth to finalize the scor-
ing at 27-7.
St. Luke 502 0    0 0 0 7
St. Patrick 105 5 (11)5 x 27

Harvey Tekel, the Manager of the 
Weichert Westfield Office, is proud 
to announce that Rich Buontempo 
has joined his team of Real Estate 
Professionals.  Richard has 13 
years of successful Real Estate ex-
perience in Westfield, Cranford, 
Scotch Plains and the Union County area. 
    His expertise ranges from listing & marketing resales to new 
construction.  Rich is also experienced in condos & townhouses.  
He also can help buyers with moving up or downsizing as well 
as helping first time buyers achieve their dreams of homeown-
ership. 
    Richard, along with his wife and 4 children, is a lifelong resi-
dent of Cranford.  For more information, or help with any of 
your Real Estate needs call Richard at (908) 416-6739.

RICHARD BUONTEMPO
Sales Representative 
Westfield Office • 185 Elm Street 
Office:  (908) 654-7777 
Cell:  (908) 416-6739 

Richard Buontempo 
has joined 

Weichert Realtors 
of Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STUMBLING INTO THIRD…St. Pat’s Dan Margolis stumbles into third base as
St. Luke third baseman Bruce Evans grabs the ball.

REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2005

E mail: revaberger@aol.com
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Introducing two lovely new homes to be built as soon as you decide that a wonderful NEW home is what you
desire.  Located near a large park and convenient to town and schools we await your decisions on colors and
finishes......just the way you dreamed about it.  Custom built to your directions you can be assured these well
built and charming homes will offer the amenities and luxuries you have been waiting for all this time. The
beautiful flow of rooms starting with a lovely two story entry will create the ambiance you want.  Each home will
be a gracious center hall colonial on a quarter acre of land.  Each will have four or five bedrooms, three baths, a
kitchen adjacent to the family room and a fabulous master suite including an incredible master bath and walk in
closets. These are just some of the desirable offerings in these exceptional properties. We will be happy to sit
down with you to show you more about these terrific homes and help you lead the way to the “house in your
head”.  Call Reva Berger for more details.  Offered to the market for $1,300,000.  WSF 0675 and 0674

TWO NEW HOMES IN WESTFIELD

Devil of the Week
Returns

September 18


