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Lawmakers Split on Merits
Of New COAH State Law
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a two-part series on legal
challenges to new regulations on low
to moderate income housing rules in
New Jersey. The first part was pub-
lished in our August 21 issue.

 AREA – Independent of the
League of Municipalities’ adminis-
trative challenge to the Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH), there
is a legislative aspect to the matter.
This year, state legislators passed bills
in their respective houses that govern
the possible recourses towns have in
fulfilling their affordable-housing ob-
ligations.

In the State Assembly, Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) along with
one other Democrat, Paul Moriarty
(LD-4), split from their party during
the last roll call, and joined ranks
with Republicans, voting against the
passage of A500, an Assembly bill
that eliminated Regional Contribu-
tion Agreements (RCAs). RCAs per-
mit municipalities to transfer a cer-
tain portion of their fair-share hous-
ing obligation outside of the munici-
pal borders.

According to language found in
A500, RCAs have “proven to not be a
viable method of ensuring that an
adequate supply and variety of hous-
ing choices are provided in munici-
palities experiencing growth.”

Mrs. Stender disagrees with that
notion, telling The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that during her time as mayor
of Fanwood in the early 1990s, the
borough utilized RCAs frequently,
helping to provide affordable hous-

ing in places such as Elizabeth.
“The RCA is a valuable tool for a

municipality to use,” she said. “We
should allow towns to provide fund-
ing to areas that are able to support
high-density structures. It’s a good
vehicle for towns to meet their obli-
gations to try and solve a real and
difficult problem. It’s a mistake to
eliminate that aspect.”

During her time as mayor, Mrs.
Stender said the Fanwood Borough
Council addressed many COAH-re-
lated issues.

“We fought developers coming in
and using the COAH ruling as a club.
Existing structures would be knocked
down, and they’d file Builder’s Rem-
edy Lawsuits for high-density afford-
able housing,” Mrs. Stender said.

When asked, Mrs. Stender said her
A500 vote was not influenced by her
7th Congressional District run against
Leonard Lance – in which, if victori-
ous, she would represent large por-
tions of Hunterdon and Somerset
counties, which tend to feature more
rural, wealthier, conservative areas
of the state.

“My responsibility is to the com-
munity I serve,” Mrs. Stender said. “I
vote in terms of the 22nd District.
Those towns used the RCA as a tool
to work in an efficient way to meet
their obligations. It’s a sensible solu-
tion. COAH argues that RCAs have
been abused, but removing it as a
means is not a good step for us.”

Mrs. Stender said many munici-
palities have difficulty computing
their fair-share obligations, fending
with ratios that she called “almost
intentionally confusing” and COAH
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From the archives of The Westfield Leader
LONGTIME FRIENDS…Arthur Fried, right, well known and respected 56-year
resident of Westfield, passed away last Sunday at the age of 95. See obituary on
page 8. Mr. Fried is pictured above in 1998 with his longtime friend, H. Emerson
Thomas, as they celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Westfield Area Chamber
of Commerce. Mr. Thomas passed away at the age of 98 on August 25, 2001.

HAPPY RETIREMENT… After eight
years of serving Westfield Train Sta-
tion commuters in the morning, Bill
Sottilare, left, is retiring. Murray Perch,
right, owner of the newsstand, thanks
Bill for getting the coffee ready all those
early mornings.

MS District Begins School
Year Under New Leadership

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — As children
began their school year in
Mountainside on Wednesday, ready
to face the challenges of a new grade
and new year, two members of the
district’s administration also began
new roles of their own.

Jeanette Baubles and Robert Phillips
are entering their first full years as the
district’s Chief Schools Administrator
(CSA) and Deerfield School principal,
respectively. Ms. Baubles, the former
principal of Deerfield School, was
named to the CSA position in April,
replacing former Chief Schools Ad-
ministrator Richard O’Malley. Mr.
Phillips, who was hired in May, was
previously a principal at schools in
Bridgewater-Raritan and in Fairfax, Va.

In addition, Ms. Baubles said that
there are a few additions to the
district’s classrooms for the new year.

“We welcome several new staff
members, including elementary and
middle school teachers, as well as
support staff,” Ms. Baubles said.

Students were also greeted by a few
changes in curriculum for the coming
year, according to Ms. Baubles.

“This year, we are expanding
Writer’s Workshop to include sixth-
grade students, and our K-5 language
arts literacy program materials have
just arrived,” Ms. Baubles said. “We
are very excited to explore a recently
received matching grant, which will

allow for software to support math,
reading and science instruction.
Additionally, we will be utilizing
software to map our district cur-
ricula.”

The district is also entering into the
second year of its three-year teach-
ers’ contract. The contract was settled
at a 4.3 percent increase over the prior
contract and covers the district’s
teachers, secretaries, custodians and
classroom support staff.

Mary Lou Mitchell, a field repre-
sentative for the New Jersey Educa-
tion Association, said the increase is
in line with the Union County aver-
age. Ms. Mitchell also explained that
this increase is over the entire con-
tract, and not for each individual
teacher.

“The distribution of that money
varies by the individuals’ experience,
credentials and longevity in the dis-
trict,” said Ms. Mitchell. “Some
people may get 4.3 percent, but it’s
not typical.”

One of the new facets of the con-
tract is a binding arbitration provi-
sion. Ms. Mitchell explained that
under binding arbitration, both par-
ties are required to accept the deci-
sion of a third-party arbitrator when
a contract dispute goes to media-
tion.

“Now both parties have agreed to
that, so they’re looking forward to
having that as a provision,” Ms.
Mitchell said.

Courtesy of William Palatucci
GOP AT TWIN CITIES...The stage is set at the convention floor Monday night
for the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn. Many officials,
including President George W. Bush, could not attend as they were performing
emergency duties in response to Hurricane Gustav bashing Louisiana and other
regions of the Gulf Coast.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
SUMMER FESTIVAL...Crowds flock to the 34th Annual Saint Bartholomew
Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day weekend. Families and friends
gathered for rides, food, games and live entertainment each evening. Vendors
provided assortments of pizza, pasta, Italian sausage, zeppole, chicken and
calzones.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CHILDHOOD CENTER OF ATTENTION...Students, parents and town officials gather outside the doors of Lincoln
School, the district’s new early childhood education center. Featuring morning and afternoon sessions, the school will house
all kindergarten classes and serve those with special needs.

MS BOE OKs Calendar, Hires
New Special Services Supervisor

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education
approved a number of measures in
anticipation of the new school year
during its meeting on Tuesday, in-
cluding an amended 2008-2009
school calendar. The board also ap-
proved the hiring of Mary Humphries
as the district’s supervisor of special
services.

One of the main changes to the
school calendar is moving Deerfield
School’s “Back to School” night from
Thursday, September 18 to Wednes-
day, September 17. Chief Schools
Administrator Jeanette Baubles said
this was done to avoid a conflict with
Governor Livingston High School in
Berkeley Heights (which serves the
district’s high school students), which
has planned its “Back to School” night
for September 18.

Additionally, the new calendar calls
for a half-day on December 23 and
the addition of February 17 as a day
off. Ms. Baubles explained that an
earlier draft of the school calendar
did not include May 1. When this
mistake was corrected, February 17
was changed to an off day.

The board said the new calendar
will be posted on the district’s website
and sent home with students on Fri-
day. The board also planned to send
out an e-alert to parents regarding the
changes to the calendar.

Additionally, the board approved
the hiring of Ms. Humphries as the
district’s new supervisor of special
services. Ms. Humphries comes to

Mountainside from Randolph, and
has more than 20 years of experience
in special education roles. Ms.
Humphries’ will be paid $104,481.

“She has a varied special education
background,” Board President Mary
Beth Schaumberg said. “That was
one of the clinchers, I think.”

The board also accepted a $1,995
grant from the Independence, MO-
based International Academy of Sci-
ence, which along with $2,000 in
matching funds from the district will
be used to purchase the Acellus Learn-
ing System. According the company’s
website, this software will aid stu-
dents in math, reading and science.

During the meeting, Deerfield
School Principal Robert Phillips and
Thomas Conroy, supervisor of cur-
riculum and instruction, presented a
PowerPoint slideshow explaining the
district’s new mentoring plan, pro-
fessional development plan and
Mountainside Educators’ Institute
course. These programs help both
new and experienced teachers through

such means as a mentoring program,
workshops and tuition reimburse-
ment.

“We want to become life-long learn-
ers,” Mr. Phillips said. “Things that
we teach our students, we want to
model for them.”

The board approved these programs
on Tuesday, along with the districts’
action plan and vision, mission and
goals. Also approved on Tuesday were
the district’s Affirmative Action hand-
book, foodservice biosecurity man-
agement plan, staff guidelines and
emergency management plan.

In other matters, the board also ap-
proved Diane Leick as speech lan-
guage specialist, Jana MacMillan and
Linda Shanahan as Affirmative Action
officers, Marie McGrath as substitute
caller and Wayne DeVico as audio
specialist. Stipends were also approved
for girls’ assistant basketball coach
Stacey Walkingstick, boys’ soccer
coach Christopher O’Brien, girls’ field
hockey coach Patrice Maxwell and
girls’ soccer coach Anthony Bento.

WF Council to Allocate $75,000
For Quiet Zone Establishment

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
will formally issue a bond ordinance
next week to allocate $75,000 for the
implementation of safety devices in
connection with the “quiet zone” es-
tablishment, officials said at
Tuesday’s meeting.

At the conclusion of the Westfield
council’s sole August meeting, Mayor
Andy Skibitsky formally signed an
agreement between Consolidated Rail
Corporation (Conrail) and the town,
authorizing Conrail to perform work
necessary to establish a quiet zone at

the Rahway Avenue grade crossing,
which would ultimately mitigate the
effect of train noise in the area.

Westfield is seeking to create the
first 24-hour quiet zone in the state.

Conrail, which owns, operates and
maintains the line, must install con-
stant warning-time devices and
power-out indicators to meet the
safety requirements established un-
der the Federal Railroad Administra-
tion rules. The warning device ad-
justs for the speed of a train and
causes the gates to close when the
train is a certain time away from the
crossing. The indicators tell the engi-

neers that the gates and bells are not
working and that they should blow
their horns.

Next week, the town will also pass
an ordinance that addresses all out-
standing parking-related issues at
Roosevelt Intermediate School and
Lincoln School, the district’s new
early childhood education center. At
Lincoln, signage and striping does
exist to indicate areas for drop-off
and pick-up or prohibited parking.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Chairman Mark
Ciarrocca said the board of education
and the police department worked
together to make sure there is a smooth
transition at Lincoln School.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said three recently hired crossing
guards would be on hand, as well as
two police officers to direct traffic.

In addition to housing the early
childhood education center and class-
rooms for those with disabilities, all
kindergarten classes – from both sides
of town – will operate at Lincoln
School.

There is a morning (9:05 to 11:40
a.m.) and afternoon (12:45 to 3:20
p.m.) session offered for kindergar-
ten students. To accommodate par-
ents who have children in more than
one school in Westfield, the starting
and ending times at Lincoln will oc-
cur slightly later than in the elemen-
tary schools.

The school boasts an enrollment of
300 students, with the number roughly
divided equally between the two ses-
sions.

Busses are being provided to trans-
port all north-side students. About 75
students in each session will ride the
bus. Only children on the north side
have the opportunity for bussing.
North-side children will go to their
nearest elementary school, and bus-
ses will drop kids off at Lincoln.
According to Mr. Ciarrocca, in addi-
tion to the three busses originating
from the elementary schools, there is
one departing from the Westfield Area
“Y,” 220 Clark Street in Westfield,
and the Jewish Community Center,

Area Students – Best of luck for the 2008-2009 school year

Borough Seeks County Help
On Nomahegan Brook Erosion

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mayor Robert
Viglianti and the borough council con-
tinued to discuss plans for another vol-
unteer appreciation day in 2009. This
follows a petition received in opposi-
tion to the borough’s shutting of the
community pool on Saturday, August
16, to hold this year’s event. The vol-
unteer day went on as planned.

Prior to the start of Tuesday night’s
work session meeting, Councilman Paul
Mirabelli, who had personally guaran-
teed at the last public meeting that there
would be a volunteer appreciation day
at the community pool next year, ap-
peared to back track a bit and attempted
to speak with the mayor about how the
next volunteer appreciation event could
be conducted in a way that would not
cause public outcry as occurred this
year.

Mayor Viglianti suggested that agree-

ing to a compromise might be inter-
preted as the council admitting it was
wrong, and said he was still surprised
at the opposition to the event for bor-
ough volunteers. A potential recall ef-
fort by some residents stemming from
the handling of the volunteer event at
the community pool was mentioned
but not discussed in detail.

During Tuesday’s meeting, the bor-
ough council agreed to authorize Mayor
Viglianti and Borough Clerk Martha
DeJesus to sign an agreement with
Union County for the use of the county’s
leaf disposal facility. Mountainside has
been utilizing the leaf disposal facility
for several years, and the council agreed
to authorize the borough to continue
the arrangement after the mayor called
it a “no brainer.”

Erosion along Nomahegan Brook
was the next item up for discussion.
The mayor said that, after review, it
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calculations that she deemed “ab-
surd.”

Fellow LD-22 Democrat Jerry
Green voted in favor of A500’s pas-
sage and said his decision is based on
the notion that “we have a generation
of people who have lived here their
entire lives and can’t afford to live in
this state. Teachers, firemen, police-
men — they work in a municipality
and can’t afford to live there.”

Mr. Green said the legislation does
not “force” affordable housing on
any one municipality. He also said
the COAH legislation is not meant to
punish towns such as Westfield and
Scotch Plains, which have been com-
pliant; rather, “we’re talking about
new communities who have ignored
their responsibility [to provide af-
fordable housing].”

Mr. Green believes that when af-
fordable housing is provided, a more
stable, positive environment goes
hand-in-hand.

“We’re trying to give a quality house
and a quality atmosphere to people,”
he said. “Packing them in isn’t the
answer. They need to have a chance at
a quality education. Instead of throw-
ing a few dollars at them and, in a
year, having it disappear. Affordable
housing will address a number of
things. It takes into consideration
education, safety and quality of life.”

He acknowledged that the COAH
legislation is not “perfect,” but said,
“We have to start some place.”

Mr. Green respects Mrs. Stender’s
position on the matter, and said he
“would not support any legislation
that hurts Scotch Plains or Fanwood.”

He did have a message for his Re-
publican colleagues, however.

“You can quote me on this,” Mr.
Green said. “Republican legislators
realize their children can’t afford to
live here, and they need to look in the
mirror.”

Republican Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) re-
sponded to Mr. Green’s comments by
saying, “I’m happy to talk in broad
concepts, but it doesn’t answer the ques-
tion – why is the state imposing inaccu-
rate mandates and eliminating RCAs?”

Mr. Bramnick called the COAH
legislation “probably one of the worst
state mandates imposed,” since his
time in office.

He said COAH is “arbitrarily” as-

signing numbers to towns based on
“misleading” data.

Many COAH calculations, he said,
were based on looking at spaces upon
which towns could never build.

“COAH then said, ‘If we’re wrong,
you can apply to the state to reduce
your number [of affordable units].’
Why should a municipality have an-
other added burden?”

Mr. Bramnick also took issue with
a mandated 2.5 percent tax on all
commercial development that was
included in A500’s language.

“In a recession, now you’re going
to enact a developers’ tax? If you’re
building a strip mall and are doing a
$10 million project, we’re talking
hundreds of thousands of dollars.”

Mr. Bramnick could not understand
why the state would eliminate RCAs
– “a government mandate program
that was actually working… Now
they’re going to change it?”

Mr. Bramnick said he believes the
reaction from municipalities and the
League of Municipalities will be so
“overwhelming” that COAH and state
government will have to change their
stances.

He suggested COAH stress the re-
habbing of existing units and aban-
doned properties, instead of impos-
ing high-density housing on towns.

Mr. Bramnick also said the state
must eliminate Builders’ Remedy
Lawsuits and, in the future, make
housing suggestions after environ-
mental concerns are vetted.

“Is anyone surprised that the state
screwed up again?” he asked.

Mr. Bramnick suggested that
COAH, instead of making assess-
ments based on aerial maps, tour the
regions and “see what’s really avail-
able. Come down and join us on the
ground.”

Mr. Bramnick said the state must
use “common sense” because, in his
opinion, its policies are “forcing
people out.”

He said the affordable-housing is-
sue is not a partisan matter, as Demo-
cratic mayors have joined the lawsuit
against COAH, and the League of
Municipalities, which has challenged
the legality of COAH’s third-round
rules, is led by Robert Bowser, the
Democratic mayor of East Orange.

“I’ve never seen a reaction like
this,” Mr. Bramnick said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council on Affordable Housing

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies
written in 2007.  Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2008 Allstate
Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(800) 554-6964

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much
you’ll save.

Westfield
Monday, August 25, John Garofalo, 26,

of Union was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop at East Broad Street and Wood-
land Avenue on a criminal warrant for $150
from North Arlington and a traffic warrant
from Westfield for $231. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, August 25, Gian Nieto, 18, of
Westfield was arrested on the 600 block of
Dorian Road and charged with criminal
trespass. According to police, Nieto alleg-
edly entered Westfield High School after
finding an open door, which resulted in
activation of an alarm. He was released on
his own recognizance.

Tuesday, August 26, David Sharpe, 31,
of Westfield was arrested at Clifton Street
and Beverly Drive and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He also was is-
sued a summons for refusal to submit breath
samples. Sharpe was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Monday, September 1, Patrick Hughes,
19, of Westfield was arrested at his resi-
dence on a Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $130 bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, August 29, Jamar Green, 24, of

Cincinnati, Ohio was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed and
released.

Friday, August 29, a resident of Hetfield
Avenue reported that someone damaged a
decoration valued at $50 while it was hang-
ing in the yard.

Friday, August 29, Thomas Denovellis,
43, of Jackson was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Friday, August 29, Jayson Knowles, 21,
of Rahway was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, August 30, Marco Giasullo,

21, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). Ac-
cording to police, officers responded to a
report from a homeowner stating that
Giasullo’s car was parked on their lawn.
While investigating the incident, police
smelled alcohol on the suspect’s breath,
authorities reported. Giasullo was processed
and released, police said.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of Short
Hills Lane reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle and removed several
compact disks and loose change.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of Cedar
Grove Terrace reported that someone en-
tered her home and removed her laptop
computer valued at approximately $300.

Mountainside
Thursday, August 28, Rafael R.

Modenese, 30, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant out of East Orange in the
amount of $500.

Friday, August 29, Laura Murin, 44, of
Garwood was arrested and charged with
DWI after being involved in a motor vehicle
accident on Mill Lane. According to police,
when officers arrived at the scene of the
accident, Murin was having difficulty main-
taining her balance, and a bag of empty beer
cans was found in the vehicle. After failing
a field sobriety test, Murin was transported
to headquarters where she was processed
and released to her 24-year-old son.

Sunday, August 31, officers reported to
the Atlantic Health Care Paramedic build-
ing after observing smoke coming from a
roof vent. According to police, an engine
compartment fire in one of the emergency
vehicles was observed.

Paramedics stated that the ambulance
had been used 30 minutes prior to being
parked, with no indication of a problem,
officers reported. The vehicle was towed
from the location and no other damage was
sustained, authorities said.

Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.
Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was arrested for
a violation of a court order after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CRASH...On Tuesday evening, a 17-year-old girl driving up Cowperthwaite
Place failed to see a car coming up Clark Street in Westfield and broad-sided the
vehicle. No injuries were reported, and the fire department guarded against
danger from gasoline spills.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Democratic congressional candidate Linda Stender joins
Scotch Plains mayoral candidate Kevin Glover in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s
Italian Festival this weekend.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican congressional candidate Leonard Lance joins
Scotch Plains council candidate Mary DePaola, left, and mayoral candidate Nancy
Malool in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s Italian Festival this weekend.

Lower Revenue Projections
Could Stall Rec. Requests

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Just a couple of
weeks after finally putting this year’s
municipal budget to bed, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the Borough Council
Tuesday night turned their attention to
the next spending plan.

“I know we just got finished [with
the 2008 budget],” Fred Tomkins,
the borough’s chief financial officer,
said at the governing body’s monthly
agenda meeting. “But, we sort of
have to get started again.”

Mr. Tomkins began by looking at the
revenue side of the budget picture.

“What I see right now is some of the
things we had problems with [this year]
are going to repeat themselves again,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

Specifically, Mr. Tomkins pointed to
less expected revenue from fees for
construction code permits, municipal
court  and “general fees,” in addition to
an anticipated drop in interest from
investments.

“Because we have much less in sur-
plus, we don’t have much to invest,”
Mr. Tomkins said, adding that the bor-
ough “should be able to replenish”
some surplus funds in the next budget.

As for the construction code fees,
Mr. Tomkins said current permit fees
are not covering costs, meaning the
borough is “breaking even or maybe
even losing money.”

“We may need to look at that; these
are things we need to keep an eye on,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

On the appropriations side of the
budget, Mr. Tomkins said the state is
again expected to reduce municipal
aid; plus, he said, “we know there are
some [costs] that we know will go up.”

“We are going to have budget issues
again,” continued Mr. Tomkins. “They
are not going away…it’s not going to
be pleasant.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce re-
sponded, “We have to make some deci-
sions [now] that are going to have an
impact in January.”

“You cannot wait; I agree,” Mr.
Tomkins answered.

Councilman David Valian asked
whether new development downtown
would have a positive impact on the
next budget.

“There should be some impact from
development,” Mr. Tomkins said, add-
ing, “It won’t change the levy, but it
could impact the [municipal tax] rate.”

Mr. Tomkins said he plans to discuss
other budget appropriations issues at
next month’s agenda meeting.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, only one person spoke.

Woodland Avenue resident Tom
Tzerefos said, “I want to stay here when
I retire,” but added he does not think he
will be able to afford the property taxes.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis re-
sponded that Mr. Tzerefos may be able
to qualify and apply for a senior citi-

zens’ property tax reduction; Mayor
Mahr said the borough would send him
information.

Mr. Tzerefos also said, “People in
this town think you waste money. Can
you open your books and show people
where the money goes?”

“I think that’s what we did on July 9
[at the town-wide budget meeting],”
Mayor Mahr responded. “I never heard
[from residents] that we waste money.
I heard anger at the state and maybe the
county.

“We don’t waste money in this town,”
the mayor continued. “There is no pork
and no fat [in the budget] and, as for
opening our books, we’re happy to do
that…that’s why we have budget meet-
ings for eight months.”

The mayor added that she and other
officials are also available to discuss
budget issues at borough hall.

In other business Tuesday night,
Mr. Estis said he has sent a letter to
Cingular regarding an agreement the
cell phone provider has with the bor-
ough to lease space on its communica-
tions tower.

Despite a contract, Cingular never
followed through to actually use the
tower, resulting in a loss of potential
revenue for the borough.

Mr. Estis said the borough has re-
quested to “enter into mediation” with
Cingular so that it can re-bid the tower
lease contract with an eye toward mak-
ing a deal with another interested com-
pany, Metro PC.

The governing body also discussed
options for applying for the county’s
annual recreation trust grant program.

The borough’s recreation commis-
sion has said it would like to apply
for funds to help support the Fanwood
Youth Organization (FYO) sports
program, various sports field im-
provements and the “Summer Park”
program, and to finance a picnic
pavilion at LaGrande Park, tennis
court renovations at Forest Road Park
and air conditioning at the LaGrande
Park building.

Noting that the county’s grant pro-
gram requires matching funds from the
borough, Councilman Bruce Walsh
said, “I think I would be opposed to this.
I don’t think we can afford to do any-
thing that could potentially cost us
money.”

Mr. Valian said that while he en-
couraged the recreation commission
to consider its potential grant fund-
ing priorities, “I suggested [that it
should not be] surprised if [the] coun-
cil comes back and says these are
expenses that we don’t want to com-
mit to right now.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough would
likely be able to apply for grants for the
FYO, Summer Park, and possibly the
LaGrande air conditioning; she said the
first two would not require an appro-
priation to meet the matching require-
ment.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS...Above is a first glimpse inside the Lincoln School
classrooms. The school features nine kindergarten rooms, three for pre-school
students with disabilities, one for transitional kindergarten students, one for the
primary Leaps and Bounds class and one general classroom. Each room is equipped
with a bathroom, flat panel computer monitor, DVD player and Internet.
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Westfield Town Council
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, as well as a bus specifically
for special-needs children.

Busses were originally going to be
placed on school property, but that
interfered with drop-off and pick-up.
So, three spaces have been marked
for busses on the street.

Next week, in addition to passing a
second reading for an ordinance to
address parking at Lincoln and
Roosevelt schools, the town will intro-
duce an ordinance to roll back the en-
forcement on employee parking spaces.

Currently, parking is enforced in
Lot 8 (UBS, Verizon lot) from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. In the future, those spots
will only be enforced until 4:30 p.m.,
when the Night Owl parking begins.
The same procedure will be effective
at the bagged meters on Ferris Place,
Orchard and Elm Streets.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield Leader
after the meeting, “The thought is that
rolling back the hours allows more
flexibility. For instance, those work-
ing the night shifts at the local restau-
rants won’t have to buy permits.”

Originally, the town was going to
address parking restrictions on Forest
Glen Court – a street that does not
exist as of yet – next week, but decided
it was premature.

When completed, Forest Glen Es-
tates, a three-lot subdivision on a cul-
de-sac off Rahway Avenue, will feature
a new road, Forest Glen Court, which
will be exclusive to the three homes.

A recent advertisement listed the
pre-construction pricing starting at
$1.8 million.

The more-than-half-acre lots will
back up to Tamaques Park and St.
Helen’s Church.

Town Attorney Bob Cockren said
he received a call from the Forest
Glen developer’s lawyer. When the
planning board approved the estates,
Mr. Cockren said, it called for the
prohibition of on-street parking due
to an “unusually narrow cartway.”
The developer’s counsel now wishes
the town to act on this matter.

Town Engineer Ken Marsh said For-
est Glen is on the agenda for tonight’s

(Thursday’s) planning board meeting.
Mr. Marsh said, “There are a lot of

outstanding issues we’re working to
straighten out…There will be a reso-
lution memorializing final approval,
but there are a lot of conditions that
have to be met before [it’s complete].
Certain things they’re asking us to
approve…are not legal.”

The council will not act at the
moment and will wait until conditions
are met.

In other business, the council will
authorize a change order for the
Memorial Pool renovations to make
sure adequate funds are available to
pay for the expenditure. The total
approved, $2.64 million, marks an
increase of more than $200,000.

In August 2007, the council
unanimously awarded the contract to
Ray Palmer Associates, located in
Dover, which had submitted the
lowest bid at $2.4 million.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann will advise the council in
the coming week on the exact turnout
figures for this summer.

Mr. Gildea declared the past year
“a great season” and said the town
drew “record” attendances at the pool.

The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the New Jersey Army National
Guard 102nd Cavalry Squadron –
headquartered in Westfield – has
planned a “Support the Troops Casino
Night” on Saturday, October 18, at the
Westfield Armory on Rahway Avenue.

FRG’s work is to primarily support
families during soldiers’ absences.
The night is intended to serve as a
“thank you” to those who serve. For
more information, contact Nancy
LaCorte at (732) 991-1241.

In addition to casino night, there is
dinner, dancing and a silent auction.

At the behest of Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Westfield will
join other county municipalities in
declaring September 19 “POW/MIA
Remembrance Day.”

The council discussed “Chambers
vs. The Town of Westfield” in
executive session after normal
business had concluded.

was determined the county could not
address the erosion because it did not
take place on county property. He pro-
posed the borough ask for financial
assistance from the county to help com-
plete the estimated $85,000 project and
received the council’s support to do so.

The council approved a recommen-
dation for a contract to make pothole
repairs on the borough’s roads.

“Not to take anything away from
public works,” Mayor Viglianti said,
but they have a ‘band aid approach.’ He
said experience has shown that con-
tractors have the equipment and exper-
tise the borough lacks to make lasting
repairs. A bid to complete the work was
formally recommended for approval.

The council also agreed to authorize
the borough’s volunteer fire depart-
ment to purchase 10 state-of-the-art air
packs under a state contract with the
supplier. The packs will be paid for
with grant money secured by the state
and 5 percent of the estimated $47,500
cost coming from the fire department.

Borough officials said representa-
tives from FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) recently came
to inspect equipment purchased with
grant money and were impressed by the
fire department’s “honesty and account-
ability.”

Fire officials acknowledged their
department has “routinely” returned
unused grant money and that this would
be looked upon favorably in the future
when requests for aid are considered.
The borough’s fire department plans to
ask for $500,000 this year for a new fire

engine.
A motion to open bidding for a

television inspection of damaged
storm sewers running from Deerfield
Court to behind Old Farm Road was
also approved by the governing body.
The collapse of a storm drain has
affected some adjacent properties.
After learning that it would cost in
excess of $600,000 to outfit an all-
new line with concrete pipe, the coun-
cil is now exploring whether spot
repairs can be made to the line to
address the problem at a reasonable
cost to taxpayers.

Officials said the first step in the
process would be to have a television
inspection done of the system to see
where repairs may need to be made.
The council approved to put the inspec-
tion out to bid.

The last item discussed publicly was
the approval of an ordinance that would
establish a Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee known as Mountainside Against
Drugs and Alcohol. The county is rec-
ommending that the borough approve
such an ordinance to bring
Mountainside into compliance with
Governor Jon Corzine’s “Blueprint for
a Drug Free New Jersey” initiative.

The nest public meeting of the
council will take place on Tuesday,
September 16, at 8 p.m. At this meet-
ing, Gary and Debra Wythe will be
commended for being the Parents of
the Year for 2008. The council also
said POW/MIA Remembrance Day
will be celebrated on Friday, Sep-
tember 19.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mountainside Council

Next week, read an exclusive
interview with Libertarian

candidate for President, Bob Barr
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Lawmakers Split on Merits
Of Affordable-Housing Leg.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a two-part series on legal
challenges to new regulations on low
to moderate income housing rules in
New Jersey. The first part was pub-
lished in our August 21 issue.

AREA – Independent of the League
of Municipalities’ administrative
challenge to the Council on Afford-
able Housing (COAH), there is a leg-
islative aspect to the matter. This year,
state legislators passed bills in their
respective houses that govern the pos-
sible recourses towns have in fulfill-
ing their affordable-housing obliga-
tions.

In the State Assembly, Linda
Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) along with
one other Democrat, Paul Moriarty
(LD-4), split from their party during
the last roll call, and joined ranks
with Republicans, voting against the
passage of A500, an Assembly bill
that eliminated Regional Contribu-
tion Agreements (RCAs). RCAs per-
mit municipalities to transfer a cer-
tain portion of their fair-share hous-
ing obligation outside of the munici-
pal borders.

According to language found in A-
500, RCAs have “proven to not be a
viable method of ensuring that an
adequate supply and variety of hous-
ing choices are provided in munici-
palities experiencing growth.”

Mrs. Stender disagrees with that
notion, telling The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that during her time as mayor
of Fanwood in the early 1990s, the
borough utilized RCAs frequently,
helping to provide affordable hous-
ing in places such as Elizabeth.

“The RCA is a valuable tool for a
municipality to use,” she said. “We
should allow towns to provide fund-
ing to areas that are able to support
high-density structures. It’s a good
vehicle for towns to meet their obli-
gations to try and solve a real and
difficult problem. It’s a mistake to
eliminate that aspect.”

During her time as mayor, Mrs.
Stender said the Fanwood Borough
Council addressed many COAH-re-
lated issues.

“We fought developers coming in
and using the COAH ruling as a club.
Existing structures would be knocked
down, and they’d file Builder’s Rem-
edy Lawsuits for high-density afford-

able housing,” Mrs. Stender said.
When asked, Mrs. Stender said her

A500 vote was not influenced by her
7th Congressional District run against
Leonard Lance – in which, if victori-
ous, she would represent large por-
tions of Hunterdon and Somerset
counties, which tend to feature more
rural, wealthier, conservative areas
of the state.

“My responsibility is to the com-
munity I serve,” Mrs. Stender said. “I
vote in terms of the 22nd District.
Those towns used the RCA as a tool
to work in an efficient way to meet
their obligations. It’s a sensible solu-
tion. COAH argues that RCAs have
been abused, but removing it as a
means is not a good step for us.”

Mrs. Stender said many munici-
palities have difficulty computing
their fair-share obligations, fending
with ratios that she called “almost
intentionally confusing” and COAH
calculations that she deemed “ab-
surd.”

Fellow LD-22 Democrat Jerry
Green voted in favor of A500’s pas-
sage and said his decision is based on
the notion that “we have a generation
of people who have lived here their
entire lives and can’t afford to live in
this state. Teachers, firemen, police-
men — they work in a municipality
and can’t afford to live there.”

Mr. Green said the legislation does
not “force” affordable housing on
any one municipality. He also said
the COAH legislation is not meant to
punish towns such as Westfield and
Scotch Plains, which have been com-
pliant; rather, “we’re talking about
new communities who have ignored
their responsibility [to provide af-
fordable housing].”

Mr. Green believes that when af-
fordable housing is provided, a more
stable, positive environment goes
hand-in-hand.

“We’re trying to give a quality house
and a quality atmosphere to people,”
he said. “Packing them in isn’t the
answer. They need to have a chance at
a quality education. Instead of throw-
ing a few dollars at them and, in a
year, having it disappear. Affordable
housing will address a number of
things. It takes into consideration
education, safety and quality of life.”

He acknowledged that the COAH
legislation is not “perfect,” but said,
“We have to start some place.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Terrill Middle School Hires
 New Assistant Principal, Richards
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Hayes announced
at Thursday’s public board meeting
that Kimberly Richards has been hired
as the new Terrill Middle School’s
assistant principal. Superintendent
Hayes described her as a “very warm,
caring and child-centered person.”

Ms. Richards will be leaving the
Morris School District, which covers
Morristown, Morris Township and
Morris Plains schools. She has taught
at the middle school level for 15 years
and has taught both mathematics and

science, and has also worked as a
teacher coach-leader, working to help
coach other teachers. She most re-
cently was on staff at Frelinghuysen
Middle School in Morristown.

“We are very happy and very
pleased to have her on board,” Super-
intendent Hayes said of Ms. Richards.
“She loves middle school and really
has a wonderful way of connecting
with that age group.”

Ms. Richards is expected to begin
at Terrill on Monday, September 15,
or sooner, Superintendent Hayes said.

Facilities committee chairman Rob
O’Connor gave an update on the
modular classrooms at Terrill.

“I think parents are going to be
pleasantly surprised at how nice this
classroom space looks,” he said.

Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi said he believes they
will be able to use the facilities during
the week of September 8. Four classes
will meet in the modular classrooms
and for the few days that the rooms
will not be ready, students will attend

their classes in other parts of the
school.

“This will only be for about three
days and will not cause a great deal of
disruption,” Superintendent Hayes
said.

During the “Good of the Order”
portion of the meeting, Superinten-
dent Hayes commended Mr. Del
Sordi, as well as the maintenance
crew, for the “outstanding work they
did this summer” with the modular
classrooms.

“It’s going to be very good class-
room space for our students,” she
said.

Bonnie Canevari was one audience
member who addressed the board
during the public comment portion of
the meeting.

“I am happy to report that we were
able to arrange this walk-through,”
she said, referring to the group of
parents who addressed the board in
June about their concerns over the
condition of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Builder Completes Purchase
Of Bld. in FW Redev. Zone

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — One of the last
remaining properties in the redevel-
opment of Fanwood’s downtown was
sold last week, paving the way for
construction of a third, mixed-use
building on South Avenue.

Charles and Margaret Cobb sold
the property to Fanwood Village In-
vestors, LLC, whose principal is Roy
Pascal of Westfield.

As previously reported by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
Fanwood Village Investors, LLC’s
plans for 254 and 256 South Avenue
includes 9,700 square feet of retail
space at street level with two upper
floors containing eight condo-
minium units each, for a total of 16
units. The planning board granted
preliminary site approval last De-
cember.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
called the completion of the sale of

the property, which previously housed
the Internet Lounge, “very exciting.”

“I’m pleased to hear that Jeffrey
Realty has closed on the Internet cafe
property. This corner property is at
the true crossroads of the borough,
and completion of this project will be
a great benefit and source of pride to
the community,” Fanwood Planning
Board Chairman Greg Cummings
said.

 “It’s all been for me the design of
the projects,” Mayor Colleen Mahr
told The Times. She said residents
would be happy with the “quality” of
the materials used in the design of the
new building, which is in keeping
with the architecture of the redevel-
opment area.

“It will be another building in the
redevelopment plan that residents will
embrace,” she said.

The redevelopment area is bordered
by South, Martine and LaGrande

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUMMER FESTIVAL...Crowds flock to the 34th Annual Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day
weekend. Families and friends gathered for rides, food, games and live entertainment each evening. Vendors provided
assortments of pizza, pasta, Italian sausage, zeppole, chicken and calzones.

Courtesy of William Palatucci
GOP AT TWIN CITIES...The stage is set at the convention floor Monday night
for the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn. Many officials,
including President George W. Bush, could not attend as they were performing
emergency duties in response to Hurricane Gustav bashing Louisiana and other
regions of the Gulf Coast.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Archives
READING, WRITING AND ARITHMETIC…Classes begin today at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, shown above, and the rest of public schools in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood school district.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SKY HIGH...Riders get a thrill on the amusement rides at the 34th Annual Saint
Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day weekend.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lower Revenue Projections
Could Stall Rec. Requests

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Just a couple of
weeks after finally putting this year’s
municipal budget to bed, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the Borough Council
Tuesday night turned their attention
to the next spending plan.

“I know we just got finished [with
the 2008 budget],” Fred Tomkins, the
borough’s chief financial officer, said
at the governing body’s monthly
agenda meeting. “But, we sort of have
to get started again.”

Mr. Tomkins began by looking at
the revenue side of the budget pic-
ture.

“What I see right now is some of
the things we had problems with [this
year] are going to repeat themselves
again,” Mr. Tomkins said.

Specifically, Mr. Tomkins pointed
to less expected revenue from fees for
construction code permits, munici-
pal court and “general fees,” in addi-
tion to an anticipated drop in interest
from investments.

“Because we have much less in
surplus, we don’t have much to in-
vest,” said Mr. Tomkins, adding that
the borough “should be able to re-
plenish” some surplus funds in the
next budget.

As for the construction code fees,
Mr. Tomkins said current permit fees
are not covering costs, meaning the
borough is “breaking even or maybe
even losing money.”

“We may need to look at that; these
are things we need to keep an eye on,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

On the appropriations side of the
budget, Mr. Tomkins said the state is
again expected to reduce municipal

aid; plus, he said, “we know there are
some [costs] that we know will go
up.”

“We are going to have budget is-
sues again,” continued Mr. Tomkins.
“They are not going away…it’s not
going to be pleasant.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce re-
sponded, “We have to make some
decisions [now] that are going to
have an impact in January.”

“You cannot wait; I agree,” Mr.
Tomkins answered.

Councilman David Valian asked
whether new development downtown
would have a positive impact on the
next budget.

“There should be some impact from
development,” said Mr. Tomkins,
adding, “It won’t change the levy, but
it could impact the [municipal tax]
rate.”

Mr. Tomkins said he plans to dis-
cuss other budget appropriations is-
sues at next month’s agenda meeting.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, only one person spoke.

Woodland Avenue resident Tom
Tzerefos said, “I want to stay here
when I retire,” but he said he doesn’t
think he’ll be able to afford the prop-
erty taxes.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis
responded that Mr. Tzerefos may be
able to qualify and apply for a senior
citizens’ property tax reduction;
Mayor Mahr said the borough would
send him information.

Mr. Tzerefos also said, “People in
this town think you waste money.
Can you open your books and show
people where the money goes?”

“I think that’s what we did on July 9
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Estimates Renovations for Both
Firehouses, Solar Panels at $1.85 Mil.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— Mayor Mar-
tin Marks said Tuesday night that
construction estimates had been re-
ceived for renovations to the north-
side and south-side firehouses, but
that further review is necessary be-
fore actual work begins on the two
facilities.

Architect Michael Giambalvo sub-
mitted what Township Manager
Michael Capabianco called “prelimi-
nary of preliminary of preliminary
estimates” for the firehouse build-
ings located at the corner of Martine
Avenue and Raritan Road and behind
the municipal building. The estimates

call for $1.34 million in upgrades for
the north-side building, which was
built in 1948 as a public works garage
and then renovated into a firehouse in
1969, and $261,000 in renovations to
the 50-year-old south-side building.
An additional $250,000 was included
for solar panels for the north-side
facility.

Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis has yet to
review the estimates. Furthermore,
Mr. Capabianco told the council he
thought the estimated expense for a
project manager was too high and
said he would meet next week with
Mr. Ellis, Assistant Township Engi-
neer Joseph Timko and Public Works
Director Kevin Ward to discuss how

to best manage the project.
Councilman Kevin Glover asked

that the cost of possibly relocating
fire department personnel during the
renovations be secured as soon as
possible so that those expenses are
known in advance of the actual up-
grades.

The planned renovations, for the
southside firehouse include, new
floors and ceilings, refurbished bath-
rooms, a renovated and upgraded
kitchen, new flooring and lighting in
the garage, a new air conditioning
system and a keyless entry system.
Plans for the northside firehouse call
for a small addition at the rear of the
two-story building to house an area
for additional storage on the ground
floor and a new kitchen area up-
stairs. In addition, there will be new
walls, ceilings and floors installed,
the entire parking lot will be re-
paved, a new air conditioning sys-
tem will be installed, the exercise
area will be renovated and the insu-
lation will be replaced.

In other business, Mayor Marks
said he has been informed that Verizon
Fios subscribers in Scotch Plains are
“days away” from being able to view
the township’s local access television
channel. Township officials have been
pressing Verizon for the past year to
ensure that township residents who
subscribe to Verizon FiOS for their
cable television service are able to
receive TV-34.

The mayor said he is not yet
aware of the actual FiOS channel
on which the municipal channel
will be available, but that every
effort will be made to inform those
subscribers of that information
once it is known.

On another matter, the council
hopes it can arrange a demonstration
later this month with officials from
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education on the
workings of a reverse 911 system.

Area Students – Best of luck for the 2008-2009 school year
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Resident Sues Board Over
Cooper Road Subdivision

Mr. Green respects Mrs. Stender’s
position on the matter, and said he
“would not support any legislation
that hurts Scotch Plains or Fanwood.”

He did have a message for his Re-
publican colleagues, however.

“You can quote me on this,” Mr. Green
said. “Republican legislators realize their
children can’t afford to live here, and
they need to look in the mirror.”

Republican Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) re-
sponded to Mr. Green’s comments by
saying, “I’m happy to talk in broad
concepts, but it doesn’t answer the ques-
tion:  why is the state imposing inaccu-
rate mandates and eliminating RCAs?”

Mr. Bramnick called the COAH
legislation “probably one of the worst
state mandates imposed,” since his
time in office. He said COAH is “ar-
bitrarily” assigning numbers to towns
based on “misleading” data.

Many COAH calculations, he said,
were based on looking at spaces upon
which towns could never build.

“COAH then said, ‘If we’re wrong,
you can apply to the state to reduce
your number [of affordable units].’
Why should a municipality have an-
other added burden?”

Mr. Bramnick also took issue with
a mandated 2.5 percent tax on all
commercial development that was in-
cluded in A500’s language.

“In a recession, now you’re going to
enact a developers’ tax? If you’re build-
ing a strip mall and are doing a $10
million project, we’re talking hundreds
of thousands of dollars,”  he said.

Mr. Bramnick could not understand
why the state would eliminate RCAs
– “a government mandate program
that was actually working… Now
they’re going to change it?”

Mr. Bramnick said he believes the
reaction from municipalities and the
League of Municipalities will be so
“overwhelming” that COAH and state
will have to change their stances.

He suggested COAH stress the re-
habbing of existing units and aban-
doned properties, instead of impos-
ing high-density housing on towns.

Mr. Bramnick also said the state
must eliminate Builders’ Remedy

Lawsuits and, in the future, make
housing suggestions after environ-
mental concerns are vetted.

“Is anyone surprised that the state
screwed up again?” he asked.

Mr. Bramnick suggested that
COAH, instead of making assessments
based on aerial maps, tour the regions
and “see what’s really available. Come
down and join us on the ground.”

Mr. Bramnick said the state must use
“common sense” because, in his opin-
ion, its policies are “forcing people out.”

He said the affordable-housing is-
sue is not a partisan matter, as Demo-
cratic mayors have joined the lawsuit
against COAH, and the League of
Municipalities, which has challenged
the legality of COAH’s third-round
rules, is led by Robert Bowser, the
Democratic mayor of East Orange.

“I’ve never seen a reaction like
this,” Mr. Bramnick said.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Cooper
Road resident has filed a lawsuit
against the township’s planning board,
claiming the board acted improperly
earlier this year when it approved a
major subdivision adjacent to his
property.

Vincent DeLisi of 1230 Cooper
Road filed suit in Union County Su-
perior Court seeking to overturn the
board’s April 28 approval of the ap-
plication by Anthony D’Amore to
subdivide the rear portions of the
adjoining properties at 1240 and 1250
Cooper Road and convert those rear
lots into two new conforming lots
that would front on an extension of
the Eton Row cul-de-sac. Mr.
D’Amore plans to build a house on
one of the two new lots and leave the
other lot vacant for the time being.
Both houses on the lots fronting Coo-
per Road will remain.

Throughout the board’s hearings

this year, Mr. DeLisi contended that
an approval would make it difficult
for him to subdivide and develop his
own property, which is similar in size
and shape to the two other Cooper
Road lots. Mr. DeLisi sought to have
the board force Mr. D’Amore to ex-
tend Eton Row into the rear of his
(Mr. DeLisi’s) property to improve
access should he (Mr. DeLisi) even-
tually decide to subdivide.

Earlier this month, the township
council approved up to $3,500 in funds
to pay for legal counsel to defend the
planning board in the matter. Board
attorney Robert Pansulla, who will
represent the board before state Su-
perior Court Judge Walter Barisonek,
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times this week that he believes the
board “acted properly” in approving
the application. From the board’s per-
spective, he said, it was “obligated to
approve the subdivision.”

Mr. Pansulla said he expects a de-
cision within 90 days.

High School (SPFHS) and offered
their assistance in making improve-
ments. Board members agreed and
Mr. Del Sordi recently took the group
on a walk-through of SPFHS.

Ms. Canevari called the committee
of six a “great size.”

“Thank you, Mr. Del Sordi, for
allowing this,” she said.

Board President Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse suggested that the group
now involve the facilities committee,
forming a sub-committee with Mr.
O’Connor to make recommendations
for the high school. Mr. Whitehouse
said the information would then be
brought to the board during a public
meeting.

“We were concerned and wanted to
do what we can to help,” Ms. Canevari
said.

Cindy Clancy Warren also ad-
dressed the board, noting the recent
New Jersey Monthly Magazine poll
of the “Top New Jersey High Schools
2008,” in which SPFHS was placed at
69. She asked about the criteria used
for the magazine’s placements.

Superintendent Hayes explained
some of the factors that are taken into
account and include school environ-
ment (average class size, student-fac-
ulty ratio, student-computer ratio).

She said the district is “struggling
somewhat” to get the technology bud-
get up to par.

SAT scores are also taken into ac-
count. Superintendent Hayes pointed
out that there are many factors out-
side of the school that can affect SAT
scores. Also included is student per-
formance, such as the percentage of
students scoring advanced proficiency
on the HSPA tests and student out-
comes/graduation rates.

Superintendent Hayes said school
officials will be working with the
SPFHS guidance department to make
an analysis on student outcome and
explained how the choice to go to a
four-year college can be a financial

one and pointed out how students can
transfer to a four-year school after
finishing two years at a county col-
lege.

“It is very respectable to be in the
Top 75,” Superintendent Hayes said.

Additionally, Superintendent
Hayes gave an instructional update
on the NJ ASK test for grades 5
through 8, and why parents have not
received their child’s scores yet. She
explained that the panel of teachers
who evaluate the results and set bench-
marks each year decided that they
wanted “to raise the bar and apply a
new, higher standard to the test stu-
dents took in ’08.”

She said parents should expect to
receive the results in the earlier part
of September and should be aware
that if students’ scores have moved
them, for example, from “Advanced
Proficient” to “Proficient” it could
“be largely tied to the fact that it was
harder this time to be proficient.”

Board members also approved stu-
dents for out-of-district placement in
private schools for the 2008-2009
school year, totaling $3.4 million,
and students for out-of-district place-
ment in public schools for the up-
coming school year, totaling $2.3
million.

The board also approved
Thursday’s revised curriculum
proficiencies for 2008-2009 in the
areas of AP U.S. History, Grade 1
Social Studies and Grade 2 Social
Studies (each will now be a distinct
year), and World Language
proficiencies (Spanish grades 6
through 8, grade 10’s Spanish 3 and
grade 9’s French 2), as well as the
elementary, fifth grade and middle
school programs.

Board member Sasha Slocum, cur-
riculum committee chairwoman,
noted that they worked on the middle
school language courses because stu-
dents are now becoming “quite profi-
cient” before they reach sixth grade.

mayor said.
Mayor Mahr said the borough has

reached a contract agreement to pur-
chase the Livingston-Wilbor build-
ing property, but the closing is still
pending. The borough approved a $2-
million bond ordinance last Novem-
ber to purchase the property at 238
South Avenue to help complete the
redevelopment of 6.5 acres of the
borough’s downtown along South
Avenue.

The building was the scene of a
construction accident early last year
when a firewall at the Station Mews
project, one of the other redevelop-
ment projects, collapsed on the

Livington-Wilbor building.
She said it was important the bor-

ough take control of the property so
as not to have a light-industrial use in
the middle of the block.

She said the purchase of the prop-
erty by the borough would have “ab-
solutely no affect on our (municipal)
budgets” and would attract new
rateables and thus help “spread around
the tax burden.”

Sovereign Bank occupies the
other building in the redevelopment
area. The mayor said the bank is
“committed” to being a participant
in the borough’s redevelopment
project.

Westfield
Monday, August 25, John Garofalo,

26, of Union was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at East Broad Street
and Woodland Avenue on a criminal
warrant for $150 from North Arling-
ton and a traffic warrant from
Westfield for $231. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, August 25, Gian Nieto,
18, of Westfield was arrested on the
600 block of Dorian Road and charged
with criminal trespass. According to
police, Nieto allegedly entered
Westfield High School after finding
an open door, which resulted in acti-
vation of an alarm. He was released
on his own recognizance.

Tuesday, August 26, David Sharpe,
31, of Westfield was arrested at Clifton
Street and Beverly Drive and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He also was issued a summons for
refusal to submit breath samples.
Sharpe was released to a responsible
individual.

Monday, September 1, Patrick
Hughes, 19, of Westfield was arrested
at his residence on a Westfield traffic
warrant. He was released after post-
ing $130 bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, August 29, Jamar Green,

24, of Cincinnati, Ohio was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Friday, August 29, a resident of
Hetfield Avenue reported that some-
one damaged a decoration valued at
$50 while it was hanging in the yard.

Friday, August 29, Thomas
Denovellis, 43, of Jackson was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Friday, August 29, Jayson Knowles,
21, of Rahway was arrested and
charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance after be-
ing stopped for a motor vehicle viola-
tion. According to police, he was trans-
ported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, August 30, Marco
Giasullo, 21, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). According to po-

lice, officers responded to a report
from a homeowner stating that
Giasullo’s car was parked on their
lawn. While investigating the inci-
dent, police smelled alcohol on the
suspect’s breath, authorities reported.
Giasullo was processed and released,
police said.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Short Hills Lane reported that some-
one entered her motor vehicle and
removed several compact disks and
loose change.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of
Cedar Grove Terrace reported that
someone entered her home and re-
moved her laptop computer valued at
approximately $300.

Mountainside
Thursday, August 28, Rafael R.

Modenese, 30, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of East
Orange in the amount of $500.

Friday, August 29, Laura Murin,
44, of Garwood was arrested and
charged with DWI after being in-
volved in a motor vehicle accident on
Mill Lane. According to police, when
officers arrived at the scene of the
accident, Murin was having difficulty
maintaining her balance, and a bag of
empty beer cans was found in the
vehicle. After failing a field sobriety
test, Murin was transported to head-
quarters where she was processed
and released to her 24-year-old son.

Sunday, August 31, officers re-
ported to the Atlantic Health Care
Paramedic building after observing
smoke coming from a roof vent. Ac-
cording to police, an engine compart-
ment fire in one of the emergency
vehicles was observed.

Paramedics stated that the ambu-
lance had been used 30 minutes prior
to being parked, with no indication of
a problem, officers reported. The ve-
hicle was towed from the location
and no other damage was sustained,
authorities said.

Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.
Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for a violation of a court order
after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation.

Fanwood
(No data provided)

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CRASH...A 17-year-old girl driving up Cowperthwaite Place, Tuesday night,
missed seeing a car coming up Clark Street in Westfield and broad-sided the
vehicle. No injuries were reported, and the fire department guarded against
danger from gasoline spills.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Democratic congressional candidate Linda Stender joins
Scotch Plains mayoral candidate Kevin Glover in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s
Italian Festival this weekend.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican congressional candidate Leonard Lance joins
Scotch Plains council candidate Mary DePaola (left) and mayoral candidate Nancy
Malool (right) in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s Italian Festival this weekend.
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Terrill School Hires New
Assistant Principal, Richards
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Affordable-Housing
Legislation Debated

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPIN ZONE...A young resident is all smiles while partaking in a fun ride at the
Saint Bartholomew Italian Festival in Scotch Plains on Labor Day weekend.
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 Renovations of Firehouses,
Panels Estimated at $1.85 Mil.

[at the town-wide budget meeting],”
Mayor Mahr responded. “I never heard
[from residents] that we waste money.
I heard anger at the state and maybe the
county.”

“We don’t waste money in this
town,” the mayor continued.” “There
is no pork and no fat [in the budget]
and, as for opening our books, we’re
happy to do that…that’s why we have
budget meetings for eight months.”

The mayor added that she and other
officials are also available to discuss
budget issues at Borough Hall.

In other business Tuesday night, Mr.
Estis said he has sent a letter to Cingular
(Now called  the NewAT&T Wireless)
regarding an agreement the cell phone
provider has with the borough to lease
space on its communications tower.

Despite a contract, Cingular never
followed through to actually use the
tower, resulting in a loss of potential
revenue for the borough.

Mr. Estis said the borough has re-
quested to “enter into mediation” with
Cingular so that it can re-bid the
tower lease contract with an eye to-
ward making a deal with another in-
terested company.

The governing body also discussed
options for applying for the county’s
annual recreation trust grant program.

The borough’s recreation commis-
sion has said it would like to apply for

funds to help support the Fanwood
Youth Organization (FYO) sports pro-
gram, various sports field improve-
ments and the “Summer Park” pro-
gram, and to finance a picnic pavilion
at LaGrande Park, tennis court reno-
vations at Forest Road Park and air
conditioning at the LaGrande Park
building.

Noting that the county’s grant pro-
gram requires matching funds from
the borough, Councilman Bruce
Walsh said, “I think I would be op-
posed to this. I don’t think we can
afford to do anything that could po-
tentially cost us money.”

Councilman Valian said that while
he encouraged the recreation com-
mission to consider its potential grant
funding priorities, “I suggested [that
they should not] be surprised if [the]
council comes back and says these
are expenses that we don’t want to
commit to right now.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough
would likely be able to apply for
grants for the FYO, Summer Park,
and possibly the LaGrande air condi-
tioning; she said the first two would
not require an appropriation to meet
the matching requirement.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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MS BOE OKs Calendar,
Hires Services Supervisor

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Board of Education ap-
proved a number of measures in anticipa-
tion of the new school year during its
meeting on Tuesday, including an
amended 2008-2009 school calendar. The
board also approved the hiring of Mary
Humphries as the district’s supervisor of
special services. Ms. Humphries comes
to Mountainside from Randolph, and has
more than 20 years of experience in spe-
cial education roles. Ms. Humphries’ will
be paid a salary of $104,481.

One of the main changes to the school
calendar is moving Deerfield School’s
“Back to School” night from Thursday,
September 18 to Wednesday, September
17. Chief Schools Administrator Jeanette
Baubles said this was done to avoid a
conflict with Governor Livingston High
School in Berkeley Heights (which serves
the district’s high school students), which
has planned its “Back to School” night for
September 18.

Additionally, the new calendar calls
for a half-day on December 23 and the
addition of February 17 as a day off. Ms.
Baubles explained that an earlier draft of
the school calendar did not include May
1. When this mistake was corrected, Feb-
ruary 17 was changed to an off day.

The board said the new calendar will be
posted on the district’s website and sent
home with students on Friday. The board
also planned to send out an e-alert to
parents regarding the changes to the cal-
endar.

“She has a varied special education
background,” Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said. “That was one of the
clinchers, I think.”

The board also accepted a $1,995 grant

from the Independence, MO-based In-
ternational Academy of Science, which
along with $2,000 in matching funds
from the district will be used to purchase
the Acellus Learning System. Accord-
ing the company’s website, this soft-
ware will aid students in math, reading
and science.

During the meeting, Deerfield School
Principal Robert Phillips and Thomas
Conroy, supervisor of curriculum and
instruction, presented a PowerPoint
slideshow explaining the district’s new
mentoring plan, professional develop-
ment plan and Mountainside Educators’
Institute course. These programs help
both new and experienced teachers
through such means as a mentoring pro-
gram, workshops and tuition reimburse-
ment.

“We want to become life-long learn-
ers,” Mr. Phillips said. “Things that we
teach our students, we want to model for
them.”

The board approved these programs on
Tuesday, along with the district’s action
plan and vision, mission and goals. Also
approved on Tuesday were the district’s
Affirmative Action handbook,
foodservice biosecurity management plan,
staff guidelines and emergency manage-
ment plan.

In other matters, the board approved
Diane Leick as speech language spe-
cialist, Jana MacMillan and Linda
Shanahan as Affirmative Action offic-
ers, Marie McGrath as substitute caller
and Wayne DeVico as audio specialist.
Stipends were also approved for girls’
assistant basketball coach Stacey Walk-
ingstick, boys’ soccer coach Christo-
pher O’Brien, girls’ field hockey coach
Patrice Maxwell and girls’ soccer coach
Anthony Bento.

Fanwood Commission
Offers ‘Green’ Tips

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Envi-
ronmental Commission has released
a list of tips on how to be earth-
friendly when purchasing school sup-
plies. Gary Szelc, chairman, suggests
reusing last year’s school supplies,
such as backpacks, calculators, scis-
sors, binders and lunchboxes.

Choose recycled paper for com-
puters and notebooks. Purchase re-
fillable pens and mechanical pencils.

Reuse papers that are only printed
on one side. Printer cartridges should
be reused or recycled. When buying
backpacks and lunch boxes, look for
types made from natural, renewable
or recycled materials that are free of
lead and PVC. Don’t buy single-serv-
ing items or individually wrapped
chips, pretzels and snack cakes. Pur-
chase in bulk.

Instead of dropping the kids off at
school, walk them to school when the
weather is nice.

Reduce waste by choosing prod-
ucts with less packaging; buy items
made from renewable or recycled
materials; recycle items after you’re
done with them whenever possible.

Last month, the shared services com-
mittee discussed implementing such
a system in which authorities can
contact residents in the event of an
emergency.

At the start of its meeting, the coun-
cil listened to two environmental pro-
posals from Sal Trifero, who urged
the township government to become
involved in the “Cool Cities Cam-
paign,” which involves governments
reducing carbon emissions via the
purchase of hybrid automobiles, ret-
rofitting existing buildings or design-
ing new buildings to contain energy-
saving equipment, and dedicating a
certain percentage of energy used in
township-owned building to gas, so-
lar, wind and other renewable energy
sources.

“You can become the standard-
bearer for your own residents,” Mr.
Trifero said, adding that other area
towns including Summit and Cranford

have signed onto the program, which
is voluntary and is not subject to state
or federal government oversight or
mandates.

Mayor Marks asked that all paper-
work regarding the program be for-
warded to Township Attorney Brian
Levine for review.

Mr. Trifero also urged participa-
tion in a “Community Gardens” pro-
gram in which a piece of public or
private property is set aside for a sort-
of community-wide gardening effort.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool said
the former zoo property behind the
Frazee House on Raritan Road “would
be a perfect spot” for a large-scale
garden.

Mayor Marks said the township’s
Environmental Commission should
first examine the details of how such a
garden would be administered and
whether to site it on public or private
land.
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Sale Completed on Bld.
In FW Redevelopment Zone
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Christina Hinke  for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT JUST FOR FOOTBALL…A group of sightseers enjoys an informative
ecology tour of the wilderness along the Hackensack River in the Meadowlands.
The Meadowlands Commission runs the boat trips.

 

Back to school Family savings 

    
    

Children’s exam,Children’s exam,Children’s exam,Children’s exam,    xxxx----rays, rays, rays, rays, 

cleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoride    

with anwith anwith anwith an    

adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,    

    complete digital complete digital complete digital complete digital xxxx----rays, rays, rays, rays,     

and Case Presentationand Case Presentationand Case Presentationand Case Presentation    
    

New�families�only.��
Limit�one�child�under�12�years�per�adult.�

Adult�Fee�$295.00���Child�Savings�$220.00�

567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains     
Across�from�Park�Middle�School���Most�Insurances�Accepted���Interest�Free�Financing�

Not�valid�with�other�offers���Exp.�10/31/08�WL

908908908908----322322322322----7800780078007800  

inence (SUI) because they think it’s a natural 

ms when we can treat these conditions in 

Many women live with the pain, pressure and dropping sensation of pelvic organ prolapse 
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Elizabeth NJ 07202
908-282-2000 • www.RiachiSurgery.com

The Meadowlands Is An
‘Oasis’ In the Middle of City

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CARLSTADT — A group of about
15 people, some armed with cameras,
some peering through the magnified
lens of binoculars, others just leaning
back to feel the last days of summer’s
breeze against their face, sat side-by-
side on a pontoon boat excited to tour
the waterways of the Hackensack
River in the Meadowlands.

The two-hour tour of the river is not
what people expect when they hear
“Meadowlands.” During this ride, the
embankments were dotted with white
egrets, great blue herons, cormorants
and seagulls. Osprey nests perched
above the land. Overhead, a four-
some of snow geese stretched their
long white necks across the sky. Two
swans sauntered close together on the
river’s surface.

The New Jersey Meadowlands
Commission began running boat and
canoe tours here more than 20 years
ago to promote the work it has done to
preserve the environment in the Mead-
owlands, an 8,400-acre parcel of wet-
lands and uplands, about 60 percent
less than what existed some 200 years
ago. Originally, the commission was
formed to develop the area, and still
takes on that task, but it has also
treaded new ground in environmental
education by creating a nature center
in the Richard W. DeKorte Park in
Lyndhurst, walking trails and guided
tours of the river, among others. By
law, for every acre of Meadowlands
filled in, a range from one acre to 27
acres must remain as open space, a
formula that is determined by the
Army Corps of Engineers.

The area is picturesque and an ex-
ample of conservation in action, and
even though water quality has im-
proved, concerns about sediment con-
tamination in the river exist. This has
resulted in the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) setting forth crab and fish
consumption advisories for certain
species.

This late August evening, the boat
shoved off at 6 p.m. a half-hour be-
hind schedule as the captain and guide
waited for a late-comer, who called to
say he (or she)  made a wrong turn in
attempting to find the dockyard at the
River Barge Park and Marina in
Carlstadt.

At this hour, the sun had started to
set, adding to the hushed calm of the
waters.

“It’s an oasis,” Jim Certoma of Jer-
sey City said.

“We were at the Interpretive Cen-
ter (a natural history and ecology
learning facility of the Hudson River
Estuary at Liberty State Park) and
saw the signs for the boat tours. Liv-
ing in the city, we gravitate toward
open spaces,” his wife, Lorraine,
Saulino said.

It’s mysteriously quiet for most of
the ride, considering Route 3 and the
New Jersey Turnpike are nearby. The
silence was sliced into for a moment
as the boat passed under railroad
tracks, including a Bascule bridge,
where an Acela fast-train whisked by,
and a freight train honked its horn at
the crowd, beeping hello. The group
got a kick out this, passenger Jose
Martinez saying, “That’s a horn you
won’t hear every day.”

Arie Leegwater of Midland Park
and his grandson, Matt, had signed
up for this tour for this specific pur-
pose. They both have an interest in
old bridges and architecture. “I really
loved it. The tour really got into the
old industrial area,” said Mr.
Leegwater of the excursion.

The guide, one of two who take
turns riding on the boat to narrate the
tour, told much about the observed
architecture, old and new, including
the monstrous Xanadu, and told sto-
ries about Snake Hill, more so than
the some 260 species of birds that call
the Meadowlands home, an aspect
Ms. Saulino was disappointed with.
She and her husband plan to come
back and give the canoe trip a try.

The pontoon boat weaved into the
Sawmill Creek trail in Lyndhurst that
shoots off the river, where the 14-
foot-high bushy-tailed Phragmites
and birds were seen up close. The
commission has successfully been
able to keep the Phragmites from
overtaking the marsh in some test
areas by planting other species that
manage to keep the invasive plant at
bay.

Another couple relaxed the whole
way, just taking in the gentle winds
and glossy-magazine-like views. “It’s
a great day for it,” Maria Palmeri-
Martinez of Baywood said, snuggled
up to her husband Mr. Martinez.

“I was looking for something dif-
ferent to do,” she said. Then she smiled
and disclosed it was their 20th wed-
ding anniversary.

Ms. Saulino summed up her expe-
rience, concluding, “It was nice to be
on the water and see it from a differ-
ent perspective.”

For more information, visit
njmeadowlands.gov. Pre-registration
is required, and eco-tours run through
October 1. The suggested donation is
$15 per person. All donations are
applied directly to programs at the
Meadowlands Environment Center,
a commission facility operated by
Ramapo College.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Myers Rips Adler for Distorting
Picture, ‘Lying’ in Mailer

Other New Jersey competitive Con-
gressional districts besides the Sev-
enth District are heating up. This
week, Republican Chris Myers ac-
cused his Democratic opponent, state
Senator John Adler, of “lying” about
his (Mr. Myers) stance on Iraq and
doctoring photos to appear that he
was walking with President George
W. Bush.

Mr. Myers and Mr. Adler are bat-
tling for the third district open seat
vacated by retiring Rep. James Saxton
(R-NJ). The district includes parts of
Burlington, Camden and Ocean
Counties.

“John Adler and his cronies in Tren-
ton and Washington have stooped to a
shameful new low today by doctor-
ing my photo and lying about my
position on the issue of Iraq recon-
struction aid in an attempt to mislead
voters and divert attention away from
Mr. Adler’s deplorable tax-and-spend
record as a 16-year career Trenton
politician,” Mr. Myers told
politickernj.com.

Kent Manahan to Leave NJN
In Dec. for Early Retirement
Kent Manahan, the sister of former

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan, is retiring in December as

anchor of NJN’s nightly news pro-
gram after 30 years with the station.

McCain Picks Alaska Gov.
Palin As VP on GOP Ticket

Republican Presidential nominee
John McCain last week selected first-
term Alaska Governor Sarah Palin as
his choice for vice president on the
GOP ticket. She was elected in 2006
after defeating GOP incumbent Frank
Murkowski in the Primary and Demo-
crat Tony Knowles in the General
Election. Prior to that role, she served
as a councilwoman and mayor in
Wasilla, Alaska.

Two weeks ago, Democratic Presi-
dential nominee Barack Obama
picked U.S. Senator from Delaware,
Joe Biden, as his VP pick.

Ex-Chair of PD/FD Retirement
System Dies From Bridge Jump
The Star-Ledger reported that the

former chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees of the state’s Police and Fireman’s
Retirement System, Peter James Van
Etten, 54, committed suicide on Mon-
day by jumping off the Route 138
bridge and onto the Garden State Park-
way, where he was hit by an oncom-
ing bus. A retired Belmar police cap-
tain, he was reappointed in 2007 by
Governor Jon Corzine to the state’s
parole board. He was first appointed
to the board in 2001.

READY FOR PLAY…Scotch Plains Republican candidates for mayor and
council, Nancy Malool, left, and Mary DePaola, inspect Southside Park, where a
new lighted artificial turf soccer field will be ready for play this week.

Campaign Release, Scotch Plains Republicans

Malool, DePaola Talk Rec
Scotch Plains Republican Mayoral

candidate Nancy Malool and Town-
ship Council candidate Mary DePaola
spoke on Saturday of the “numerous”
recreation successes accomplished in
the last few years’ in the township.

In a relatively short period of time,
Scotch Plains’ parks, playgrounds,
and ball fields have been renovated
and expanded to the point where the
township now enjoys some of the
most preeminent recreational facili-
ties in the area.

Ms. Malool commented, “It be-
came apparent to us a few years back
that with the number of young people
participating in the various recre-
ational programs offered in Scotch
Plains, we needed to renovate and
expand our facilities. Much credit
should go to our recreation commis-
sion and recreation department for
their foresight and hard work. So
many projects have been accom-
plished, including the creation of me-
morial fields on Plainfield Avenue,
the renovations of Farley, Kramer,
and Jerseyland Parks, the Field of
Dreams project at Park Middle
School, the new lighted baseball and
soccer fields at the Vo-Tech on Raritan
Road and the soon-to-be-completed
lighted artificial turf soccer/lacrosse
complex at Southside Park.

“Additionally, our recreation com-
mission advocated for, and the town-
ship council approved the creation
of, miniature golf at Scotch Hills.
This facility has become increasingly
popular and is bringing in revenue
that is paying for, if not exceeding, its
cost of operation.”

Ms. DePaola added, “We are quite
proud of all that has been accom-
plished in recreation, which has no
doubt enhanced the quality of life in

Scotch Plains. Keep in mind that our
recreation department is much more
than parks, playgrounds and ball
fields. It is this department that coor-
dinates the popular summer cultural
arts concert series, our annual Mayor’s
Gala and our senior programs. It is
important to remember that while
youth programs have expanded and
flourished, our seniors are perhaps
the fastest growing segment of the
community, and they are more active
than ever. I compliment the council
for the purchase of a new senior citi-
zen bus and expanding the free trans-
portation for our seniors to shopping
and important appointments.

“I understand also that a new Se-
nior Television show is being created
for Scotch Plains Television TV34.
Most importantly, our seniors can
count on my vote for a much-de-
served senior center in Scotch Plains,”
Ms. DePaola said.

Ms. Malool concluded, “I whole-
heartedly agree with my running mate
on the establishment of the new se-
nior center. That is a project that
ought to be next on our recreation
commission’s agenda, and if a con-
sensus cannot be achieved on the
2008 township council, I hope to lead
the 2009 council forward on this
project. As we look to the near future,
Brookside Park should be the next
facility slated for renovation and up-
grades, and we should also coordi-
nate with the Frazee House Restora-
tion Committee as we look to en-
hance the former zoo property.

“The feedback we have received
from the recreation community at
large has been heartening. They truly
appreciate what is being accom-
plished on behalf of our young and
our young at heart.”

NJ Sends ‘Task Force
 One’ Personnel to La.
WEST TRENTON – Acting Gov-

ernor Richard Codey signed an order
Sunday to deploy 35 New Jersey State
Police personnel from New Jersey
Task Force One to Louisiana to assist
communities affected by hurricane
Gustav. The team drove in a convoy
for an estimated 22 hours to Louisi-
ana. The personnel are skilled in swift
water rescue, inflatable Zodiac boats
and flat bottom boats.

WF Community Center Sets
Sept 11 For Event at Temple
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Community Center will hold a grand
auction and fun event on September
11 at the Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. The public is invited to
attend this fundraising event, which
supports the center’s new “Help-a-
Child” program — a program de-
signed for young people with special
needs in after school care.

Local merchants, community or-
ganizations and individuals have gen-
erously contributed to this cause, of-
fering a wide selection of attractive
items for auction and providing venue,
refreshments and other gifts and ser-

vices for the event.
Amongst the auction items will be

an authentic major league baseball
signed by the Yankee’s star relief
pitcher Mariano Rivera. There will
also be a surprise offer from Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, who is the
honorary chairman of this event. The
auctioneer, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, has generously offered his
services free of charge. Mr. Bramnick
has distinguished himself as a private
attorney and as a legislator.

Mr. Bramnick has gained fame as a
comedian-auctioneer who freely gives
his time for charitable events. On
Sept. 11 he will provide laughs and
entertainment not to be missed.

The auction will be on Sept. 11 in
the Temple Emanu-El at 756 Broad
St., Westfield from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20. A 50/50 raffle (tick-
ets also $20) will be held and the
winning ticket will be drawn and an-
nounced at the end of the auction.
There will be refreshments, live mu-
sic and community fellowship.

The Westfield Community Center
is a 501(c)(3) organization that has
provided services to the community
for 75 years. It operates programs for
younger citizens, after school for ages
6 to 12 and older adults with a variety
of services and activities. An all-day
camp for local young people is oper-
ated during the summer months.

For tickets and information, call
the center at (908) 232-4759.

ACLU Claims NJ
Schools Use Barriers
NEWARK – The American Civil

Liberties Union of New Jersey says
that at least 20 percent of New Jersey
public school districts are breaking
the law by asking for information that
would reveal a parent or child’s So-
cial Security number or immigration
status as a prerequisite for enroll-
ment. Last Friday, the ACLU-NJ sent
letters to New Jersey Department of
Education Commissioner Lucille
Davy and 187 school districts asking
them to stop requesting Social Secu-
rity numbers or immigration status.
The ACLU contends that 139 school
districts illegally required Social Se-
curity numbers or immigration status
of students.

Friends of Library to
Dedicate Farley Tree
WESTFIELD -- The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library will hold
a tree dedication ceremony in memory
of Ilene “Mike” Farley on Saturday,
September 13, at 11 a.m. by the drive-
way of the library. Afterwards, a gath-
ering will be held in the library com-
munity room. Ms. Farley was one of
the founders and the first president of
the Friends, serving from 1972 to
1974. In 1993, she was the recipient
of the Gaston Award. The Gaston
Award is given annually to a library
member or a town group for service
to the library. Funds for the tree were
donated by the members of Ms.
Farley’s book club and the Friends.

September is National
Preparedness Month
ELIZABETH – County residents

are encouraged to prepare for a pos-
sible emergency. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the New
Jersey Department of Health and Se-
nior Services and the Union County
Office of Health Management
(UCHM) ask all Americans to pre-
pare emergency supply kits, create
family emergency plans and to be
informed about threats.

The UCHM offers preparedness
presentations, free of charge, to neigh-
borhood groups, service organiza-
tions, churches, businesses and
groups. These include: “Emergency
Preparedness: Taking Personal Re-
sponsibility,” “Influenza: Facing New
Global Challenges” and “Health in
Your Hands.”

For more information on the county
preparedness programs, contact
Natalia Munoz at (908) 518-5629 or
e-mail: nmunoz@ucnj.org.

Public Advocate Seeks to
Assist Seniors with Rebates
TRENTON – Public Advocate (PA)

Ronald Chen requested county facili-
ties to see if any seniors they are
caring for have either not filed for, or
have been overcharged by tax
preparers assisting them in applying
for, federal economic stimulus rebate
checks.

According to the IRS, 9,819 county
residents have not applied for the
stimulus checks. The PA’s office said
70 percent of those persons are 65
and over. Statewide, 156,768 resi-
dents, mostly elderly, have not ap-
plied for their $300 to $600 federal
economic stimulus check. The de-
partment has contacted 1,253 nurs-
ing homes, assisted living facilities
and residential health care facilities
with instructions to help residents
claim the funds. The deadline for
filing a 2007 tax form, which is re-
quired to claim the economic stimu-
lus check, is October 15.

“We have had reports that some tax
preparers are charging in excess of
$100 to prepare a simple tax form and
that some facilities are helping senior
residents prepare the forms, but are
scooping up the funds as soon as they
arrive,” said Mr. Chen. He noted his
department has identified and is in-

vestigating several such complaints.
Mr. Chen cautioned that those who

do apply for the stimulus check in
advance of the October 15 deadline
should be wary of tax preparers who
charge exorbitant fees and should be
aware that some nursing facilities may
try to take a portion of the funds to
cover unpaid expenses.

He said some residents are mistak-
enly concerned that obtaining the re-
bate funds might affect their eligibil-
ity for Medicaid assistance. “The resi-
dents, with the assistance of facility
social workers or staff as appropriate,
simply need to make sure that the
funds are spent within 60 days of
receipt of the check.”

Information on how to apply is
available on the PA website at
njpublicadvocate.gov.

The IRS has reported that there are
503,810 New Jersey residents who
receive federal benefits who are eli-
gible to file for the Economic Stimu-
lus Program. As of June, 31 percent
of those eligible had not filed.

To contact an IRS-certified tax aide
volunteer, visit aarp.org/taxaide, call
(888) 227-7669, go to irs.gov or call
(800) 829-1040 for IRS assistance to
find a taxpayer assistance center.

PA-NY-NJ Joins
Suit Against FAA

AREA — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey has filed to
join a suit that seeks to invalidate a
plan by the federal government to
auction flight slots at the New York
metropolitan region’s airports. The
Air Transport Association filed the
original suit in the same court.

According to the PA, the Federal
Aviation Administration is attempt-
ing to stop the authority from receiv-
ing funds to enhance safety and secu-
rity, and increase capacity for more
than 100 million passengers.
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America First

goleader.com Election Coverage 2008
Election Day is Tuesday, November 4

President & Vice President of the United States (4 years)
Barack Obama/Joe Biden (D) - John McCain/Sarah Palin (R) - Bob Barr (Ind)
- Ralph Nader (Ind)

United States Senator for New Jersey (6 years)
Frank Lautenberg (D, I) - Dick Zimmer (R)

United States House of Representatives, NJ 7th District (2 years)
Linda Stender (D) - Leonard Lance (R) - Michael Hsing

Union County Freeholders (3 years, vote for three)
Angel Estrada (Elizabeth, D,I) - Rick Proctor (Rahway, D,I) - Nancy Ward
(Linden, D,I) - John Russitano (Westfield, R) - Michael Yakubov (Roselle
Park, R) - Joseph Franchino (Berkeley Heights, R)

Berkeley Heights Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joseph G. Bruno (R) - Elaine Perna (R) - Alexandra Chirinos (D) - Charles
Hasz (D)

Clark Mayor (4 years)
Gary Slodowski (D) - Sal Bonaccorso (R,I)

Clark Council (3 years, vote for three)
Diane Lanigan (D) - Nancy Sheridan (D) - Nancy Shanahan (D) - Alvin Barr
(R) - Sheila Whiting (R) - Angel Albanese (R)

Cranford Council (3 years, vote for two)
Daniel Aschenbach (D) - Kevin Illing (D) - Christopher Drew (R) - Mark
Dugan (R)

Elizabeth Mayor (4 years)
Chris Bollwage (D,I) - Albert Martin (R)

Elizabeth Council (4 years, vote for three, unopposed)
Edward Jackus (D) - Patricia Perkins-Auguste (D) - Frank Cuesta (D)

Fanwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joan Wheeler (D,I) - Russell Huegel (D) - Robert Manduca (R) - Mike Lee
Szuch (R)

Garwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Jonathan Linken (D) - Louis Petruzzelli (D) - Timothy Hak (R) Patricia
Quattrocchi (R)

Hillside (No election this year)
Kenilworth Council

(3 years, vote for two): Kevin Leary, Jr. (R) - Scott Klinder (R) - Robert
Beiner (D) - Darrin McMahon (D)
(1 year unexpired term): Salvatore Candarella (R) - Cheryl Pantina (D)

Linden Council (3 years)
4th Ward Unopposed, Derek Armstead (D)
6th Ward: Robert Sadowski (D) - Diane Wilverding (Ind)
8th Ward: Michele Yamakaitis (D) - Elaine Lubas (Ind)
10th Ward: Richard Puschel (Dem) -Bruce M. Howe (Ind)

Mountainside Council (3 years, vote for two, unopposed)
Keith Turner (R) - Paul Mirabelli (R)

New Providence Council (3 years, vote for two)
Armand Galluccio (R) - Vincas Vyzas (R) - Norman Samodovitz (D)

Plainfield Council (4 years)
At-large: Annie McWilliams (D) - Deborah Dowe (R)
1st Ward (unopposed, 2 year) - William Reid (D)
3rd Ward (unopposed, 4 year) - Adrian Mapp (D)

Rahway Council (4 years)
1st Ward: Bobby Akbar (D) - Lawrence Bodine (R)
2nd Ward: Michael Cox (D) - Ken Lund (R)
3rd Ward: Jerome Scaturo (D) - Bryan DesRochers (R)
4th Ward (unopposed): David Brown (D)
5th Ward: Jennifer Wenson Maier (D) - James Pekarofski (R)
6th Ward: Samson David Steinman (D) - Kevin Retcho (R)

Roselle Council (3 years, unopposed)
1st Ward: Yves François Aubourg (D)
3rd Ward: Cecilia Dallis Ricks (D)

Roselle Park Council (3 years)
At-large: Carl Hokanson (D) - J. Ricky Badillo (R)
1st Ward: Laurence Dinardo (D) - Joel Reed (R)

Scotch Plains Mayor and Council (4 years)
Mayoral: Kevin Glover (D) - Nancy Malool (R)
Council: Theresa Mullen (D) - Mary De Paola (R)

Springfield Council (3 years)
Hugh Keffer (D) - Jerry Fernandez (R) - Steven Grau (Ind)

Summit Council (3 years)
1st Ward unopposed: Ellen Dickson (R)
2nd Ward: Terri Tauber (D) - Michael Vernotico (R)

Union Township Council (3 years unopposed)
Joseph Florio (D)

Westfield (No election this year)
Winfield Council (3 years)

Oneida Braithwaite (D) - Robert Reilly (R)

Thanks for Keepin’ It Real;
Varied Coverage Makes it Special

As a returning summer intern at The
Westfield Leader/Times, I’ve gone from
being the sole audience mem-
ber at a Mountainside Board
of Education meeting to one
of over 30,000 bodies in atten-
dance of Jersey City’s All
Points West music festival.
It’s my belief that, in some
ways, that range of event cov-
erage is what makes this news-
paper so special.

I’ll value the opportunities
and experiences I’ve had from
working two summers at The
Leader/Times for a long time
to come. Interning here has
exposed me to the importance of local
issues in our communities — something
that gets overlooked by many young
people today; although it has, perhaps,

the largest impact on our lives.
I was fortunate enough to be part of a

staff that never said “no” to
any of my story ideas; I was
even luckier to be part of a
staff that shared my enthusi-
asm and helped each of my
story “ideas” become a real-
ity.

Special thanks to Horace
[Corbin], for always having a
challenge or two in store for
me when I walked into the
office each week; to Paul
[Peyton], for being a priceless
resource when deadlines were
fast approaching; and to Mike

[Pollack], for keepin’ it real.

Martin Sweeney
Scotch Plains

Martin Sweeney

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Beth Budnick

There’s Always Something Interesting
To Write About Back Home

Returning to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
summer as the intern coordi-
nator, I had a few advantages
the other interns did not. I knew
the names of The Leader/
Times staff. I knew how to
work the computers. I could
tell them where the best candy
was. But would I grow bored,
lose the excitement of report-
ing in my second year on the
job?

Hardly. Small-town report-
ing may not seem like the
shocking exposés of The New
York Post or the foreign thrills of The New
York Times, but my time at The Leader/
Times has been a testament to the truly
exciting things simply by looking closely
in one’s own backyard.

Whether it’s the pure emotion of town
members fired up at a council meeting
over palm trees or cell towers or property

taxes or schooling — or even the future of
a borough — it’s there. Whether it’s our

own energy in the newsroom
as we approach the 2 p.m.
Wednesday deadline, it’s
there. And, sometimes, it’s
using the connections from
your “backyard” to head out
into the big, wide world and
explore: for example, the in-
terns and I set off for an eye-
opening trip into the New York
Stock Exchange.

Interning at The Leader has
given me the tools to report on
places outside of Union

County — most recently, I’ve taken my
skills to college with me in Minnesota.
But, no matter where my pen and reporter’s
pad take me, it’s nice to know there will
always, always, be something interesting
to write about back home.

Beth Budnick
Westfield

We Hope Electioneering Doesn’t
Get Nasty, But Stays Only ‘Silly’

Electioneering started in earnest on Labor Day,
which is the unofficial start of what we coined as the
“silly season” in an editorial of October 1, 1998. The
term has hung around since then, and we think
politics has become even more bizarre over the last
decade. We think most of the candidates would
agree.

Up until now, candidates have spent their time
organizing, fundraising, strategizing and fine-tun-
ing their platforms. They analyze polls in attempt to
figure out what messages and advertising to present
to maximize pleasing the voters. They study oppo-
nents for weaknesses to focus attacks. They list the
hot topics and blame the problems on the other guy
(or gal) for not doing anything about it; yet they
never provide solutions unto themselves. They all
say we need a plan but never say what that plan is or
how to do it; or don’t provide the downside of their
proposals (“Robbing Peter to pay Paul”). It’s always
the waste and corruption of the other guy (or gal) and
the influence of the insiders – even though they have
been insiders for years; however, claiming they are
not. But the insiders have the power and control the
system. President George W. Bush has been painted
as the only bad guy due to his unpopularity in the
polls. Yet, Congress controlled by the opposition
party is dreadfully lower in the polls. Who is one to
believe?

The Presidential election this year is one of the
strangest in recent memories. The two power groups,
Democrats and Republicans, have carved up special
interest factions and those polarized (left, right,
gender, race, religion, abortion, sexual preference,
cut and run, drill it or not) into their respective
camps. Seems like there is no room or interest in the
moderates, the middle of the road voters. Presum-
ably, the political pundits conclude that the middle
splits their votes between donkeys and pachyderms
– thus canceling each other out. The only factions up
for grabs seem to be blue-collar workers and disen-
franchised “Hillaries.” So, is the extreme the only
division of importance?

We hear mutterings from some, “Out of 300 mil-
lion people in the United States and we find our-
selves at this point?” One thing is for sure, it is going
to be very interesting, spirited, on the national scene
between now and Election Day, November 4.

Presidential election years bring out more voters
than normal, although there has been a steady de-
cline in voting overall. We urge voters not to forget
the important local races. Learn about the candi-
dates. We urge the candidates to write you about the
issues and their views. We’ll publish their letters to
you and ask them to send their submittals by e-mail
to editor@goleader.com. Our longstanding policy is
to provide space every week in our newspapers for
local officials and candidates for office to express
their views to you. This holds true year-round – not
just election time.

On this page is a list of candidates important to
residents of Union County. We have posted addi-
tional information at www.goldeader.com/08elec-

tion and will update the website as more information
is obtained on local candidates. Surprisingly, there is
very little information on local candidates available
at this time – with only eight weeks or so left to the
election.

We continue to question why the DEM and GOP
county committees do not provide information on
their candidates on their websites. Is this is an
oversight or a purposeful omission? Pictures and
biographies of candidates should be widely acces-
sible to voters so they can be more educated before
entering the voting booth.

We invite all candidates to our newspaper office to
discuss their candidacies. To the extent possible, we
will videotape the interviews and put them on the
Internet.

The Congress race of the Seventh District should
be hotly contested where Sen. Leonard Lance (R)
and Asw. Linda Stender (D) are squaring off. The
2008 municipal election in Scotch Plains for mayor
and council is expected to be a down-to-the wire
dogfight. Fanwood and Cranford council races should
be very interesting along with those in Garwood and
Roselle Park. Elizabeth has a mayoral election but it
is a foregone conclusion to most that Mayor Chris
Bollwage will win reelection. Other races locally
seem to be uncompetitive, with little vitality. The
GOP seems to have given up competing for seats on
the Union County Freeholder Board.

Perhaps, you the voter can the change apathy by
asking questions now and showing up at the polls,
armed with information and the will for the best in
government.

We request the public to make their opinions
known to us. This information will be passed on to
the candidates, we will ask questions of them and
publish their responses.

Expect candidates to be knocking on your door.
Give them your time and express your views. Cam-
paigns and political parties with their messages are
integral to the function of democracy and can be fun.
Somehow, in the flurry, citizens and candidates
wrestle with the issues, review public policy and put
on display those who offer to lead us – all with the
crescendo and finality at the voting booth. It’s a good
and necessary thing. We hope electioneering doesn’t
get nasty as many fractions threaten. We hope it stays
only “silly.”

Campaigns can test the boundaries of good taste.
In respect to this, the newspaper policy is: “The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains- Fanwood
Times provide space each week for candidates seek-
ing elected office [including party officials] to ex-
press their views to our readers. Also, this is a
standing offer extended to all elected officials of the
region currently serving. Our intent is to get to the
heart of the issues important to you locally, while
avoiding personal attacks on opponents, spin and
“fluff.” Our editors apply their judgment and may
reject submissions deemed inappropriate.” We look
forward to what our readers, leaders and contenders
have to say.

Additional election information
can be found at www.goleader.com;
at the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, www.ucnj.org; at the state elec-
tion site, www.elec.state.nj.us and at
the federal election site,
www.fec.gov.

Union County political party
websites are unioncountygop.org and
unioncountydems.com.

The public and candidates can pro-
vide updated information on candi-
dates by sending an e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

America First

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Toison – The fleece of sheep
2. Iconoclasm – The act of breaking or

destroying images
3. Catallactics – In political economy,

the science of commercial exchanges
4. Acrotism – Absence or

imperceptability of the pulse beat

FORZANDO
1. A large deep bowl used for salads
2. With force or stress
3. A malicious person
4. A crossbow of the middle ages

CARAPACE
1. Turned up at the tip like a pug nose
2. Carefree, feeling relaxed
3. Bristly hairs on the porcupine
4. The upper shell of a turtle, crab, etc.

FULIGINOSITY
1. Unhealthfulness; unwholesomeness
2. The act of making blind
3. Sootiness; smokiness
4. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
RAFFISH

1. Disgraceful; cheap
2. Confused; puzzled
3. Fatigued; exhausted
4. Fussy, petty

GW Needs Resolution
On Cty Government
I am an advocate of good government

and publish a Garwood newsletter, The
Roaming Eye and Ear (aka TREE), which
details the workings of the borough and
its agencies.

In July, I wrote a letter to the media
sounding the death knell of Garwood due
to bad politics now infiltrating Garwood.
I am glad to say that I may have been
premature. At that council meeting, the
lone sitting Republican Councilman An-
thony Sytko introduced a resolution re-
garding inequities of finance from the
county to Garwood, and that we need
better county representation. The Demo-
crat majority on council shut him down.
However, there was one Democrat Coun-
cilman absent that night. At the following
August council meeting, Councilman
Napolitano read a statement in agreement
to Sytko’s statement. This issue suddenly
became bipartisan.

But it’s not so much as politics coming
into play. These two councilmen were
born and raised in Garwood and cherish
their hometown, putting Garwood’s
people before politics. Due to bad poli-
tics, we are experiencing overly dense
and poorly constructed developments, pa-
tronage and poor return from the county
of our $4 million in county taxpayer mon-
ies.

The mayor, now seeing bipartisan sup-
port, instructed the borough attorney to
review for possible introduction of a reso-
lution. But therein lies the rub.

This resolution will be a negative state-
ment against the county and its bad poli-
tics, and well it should be. In NJ politics,
those in political control are able to sub-
vert tax moneys to their good political
soldiers by way of business, livelihood or
jobs. In addition, county political bosses
have allowed them a blessing of power in
local towns as long as they allow the bad
politics such as noted above to continue.

It is no different here in Garwood.
Those in the “behind the scenes” political
control all make their livelihood from
county tax monies, which are of course
paid by us, the residents. I will not men-
tion names. This resolution is not good to
them so they will most likely create a
subtle but major resistance to it no matter
how good intentioned this is.

As a resident and activist, I call upon
the mayor and council of Garwood by the
October 14th council meeting, to pass a
resolution decrying the inequities of the
county tax moneys toward Garwood and
call for better representation, possibly
through redistricting, so Garwood can get
its fair share of county services. The word-
ing is important. Last year, a worthless
resolution was passed regarding “devel-
opers pay-to-play.” It did not stop bad
development.

This gives three council meetings to
introduce and vote on the resolution as
put forth by Councilman Sytko and sup-
ported by Councilman Napolitano. Vote
“yea” or “nay.” To me an abstention is
evading your oath of responsibility.

If this resolution is approved, I will be
satisfied that the mayor and council put
Garwood’s residents first. However, if
this resolution is strung along past the
election date of November 4th or voted
down, I will make sure the residents know
just where those on the council stand.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help
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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

> Fast service—seen within approximately 15 minutes of arrival

> Board-certified physicians

> Specially trained certified emergency nurses (CEN) 

> Providing quality emergency care for over 100 years

> Open 24/7 

> Radiology and Lab Services on-site 

> We accept most insurance

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician call 866-262-9897.
For more information visit atlantichealth.org.

A New Emergency
Department in Union.

OverlookHospital – 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Nomination of Obama Makes History
As First Minority to Gain Nomination

High School Parking Is An Issue
Westfield Needs to Address Letters to the Editor

I suppose that the rumblings were first
heard sometime in the 1960s, perhaps in
reaction to the decade’s civil rights leg-
islation. The rumblings turned to
grumblings in the 1970s as opponents to
busing and then affirmative action be-
came louder and stronger. From then
until now the debate has been with us,
rising and falling in volume depending
upon national events. Each and every
time the United States Supreme Court
rules on a university’s admission poli-
cies, the debate heats up, each and every
time a nominee to the United States
Supreme Court faces the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, questions on these is-
sues get our attention and sometime in
our political campaigns one candidate
may take a position on this issue that
attracts controversy.

Since the 1970s, there has been an
unstated endorsement of a related issue
that has not attracted much support or,
for that matter much opposition, and that
issue is diversity. We all know the meta-
phor, the rainbow. The presumption is
that our communities, our society and
our country is strong when it is open to
all, black, white, brown people; when
English and Spanish speaking people
meet and work together and when people
of all faiths can work in coalition for the
common good.

In our national mythology there are
two images that come to mind. One is
that America is a “melting pot” and the
other is the image of “the great Ameri-
can quilt,” that is, we are a nation that
treasures individuals of all ethnicities,
all nationalities. In the past, and during
good times, both of these images have
found their way into a candidate’s rheto-
ric. Finally, the message of diversity is
presented daily, very strongly and very
effectively on the PBS television show
Sesame Street. Young children since
sometime in the 1970s know what diver-
sity means, they see it working every
morning in that make believe neighbor-
hood and on that imagined street.

Putting aside the magic of television
and the national folklore, the impact of
diversity has just not been that apparent.
America’s corporate boardrooms are
hardly the hot bed of diversity. If you
look at who has been elected governor in
your state, those who have filled impor-
tant state legislative positions, those who
have become state judges, it seems that
the overwhelming majority are still white
and still male. If you look at the federal
government, the legislature is largely
that way, so too the U.S. Supreme Court,
and the Presidency have been by and

large male and white. Diversity, where?
There is also this. We have all seen

and watched political conventions for
some time now. Since the 1970s we have
seen that the Democratic convention has
been very diverse, old and young, black
and white, Anglo and Hispanic, men and
women – quite a diverse crowd. The
GOP convention, on the other hand, is
usually composed of older and predomi-
nantly white group of delegates. Appar-
ently, the GOP is content with the status
quo, just as the scions of the United
States Senate or the kingmakers that
have given us white male after male as
likely presidential timber. Point was, I
began to believe that diversity is just a
word uttered but not implemented, at
best, a hope as yet unfilled, at worse, just
another national hypocrisy.

This evening (August 27) the National
Democratic Convention nominated
Barack Obama as its candidate for presi-
dent. As the candidate was unanimously
nominated by acclimation, many del-
egates were seen weeping as they cel-
ebrated. Why the tears on so happy an
occasion? I think it is because of the
uniqueness and historical sense of this
moment. The first time in this nation’s
history, and maybe in western civiliza-
tion, a member of an ethnic minority
received the nomination of a major na-
tional political party – significant, this
is.

Does the nomination of Barack Obama
mean that America has overcome the
problems of race? Does this nomination
mean that in the bowels of urban America,
everything is resolved? Does this nomi-
nation mean that racial equality is sud-
denly a reality? Of course not, there is
plenty of work to do in all of these areas,
plenty. However, make no mistake, it is
a first to America generally, and to the
Democratic Party in particular. Remem-
ber this, all those other problems did not
prevent and prohibit this important first.

For the first time we have seen a
candidate contending just like all the
others through a long and bitter primary
season to win his party’s biggest prize.
In doing so, he has fulfilled all the posi-
tive aspirations of the civil rights pio-
neers and serves as a living example of
the goals of diversity. Barack Obama’s
nomination is real and now a fact. This
morning the music coming from the tele-
vision set is especially sweet and joyous;
this morning America resembles Sesame
Street.

Richard Bennett
Westfield

It was great to hear from the board of
education that after some final improve-
ments to Westfield High School (WHS)
are completed this fall, the BOE will
look at using any available remaining
WHS improvement bond monies towards
addressing the lack of WHS student park-
ing on WHS grounds. The $21 million
WHS improvement bond, which was
soundly passed by Westfield voters on
December 12, 2000, has yet to yield any
student parking spaces. Currently, all
parking spaces on WHS grounds are
used solely by teachers and staff. Pro-
viding some safe on-site parking to stu-
dents should be part of any final im-
provements to WHS.

While re-establishing some student
parking areas to WHS grounds will not
solve the parking problem, it will help to
alleviate it. Anything that the BOE can
do to reduce the amount of student cars
on the street would be greatly appreci-
ated. Adding parking spots along Rahway
Avenue, next to the auditorium, where
currently a tall wooden practice climb-
ing wall exists and BOE President Ginny
Leiz’s suggestion of looking at the pos-
sibilities of creating a circular parking
driveway/drop-off zone in front of the
high school, similar to what Scotch Plains
has recently done, seem like great ideas
that would not sacrifice field space and
would help chip away at the parking
problem.

I would ask that the BOE consider
adding their thoughts and plans with
regards to WHS parking onto their
website under a WHS parking future
goals tab. This way, residents would
know that you are aware of the issue and
that you are considering your options for
the 2009-2010 school year. The board of
education controls what happens on WHS
grounds and the Westfield Town Coun-
cil and parking committee control the
street parking rules around WHS. To
that extent, in addition to re-providing a
student parking area on WHS grounds, a
fair burden sharing street parking sys-
tem should be implemented around the
high school. Something similar to what
Cranford has implemented around their
high school might need to be considered
– odd-even day alternate-side parking
with permitted residents excluded. This
way residents could park in front of there
own homes and street parking would be
available to service vehicles such as land-
scapers, plumbers, electricians, Verizon
and others. Every street should have the
same sign. How can the parking commit-
tee, continually allow streets like Dorian
Road, Dorian Place and Shadowlawn
Drive to have cars lined up on both sides
of the street, while other streets, such as
Edgar Road, Westfield Avenue and
Stoneleigh Park get to enjoy a quiet
block without student cars? That’s not
fair. Where’s the logic? Where’s the
planning?

For years now, some residential streets
have been unfairly left to become the
current parking lots for WHS students.
These streets are over burdened and the
residents are stressed. This is a quality of

life issue that a town like Westfield should
address. Residential streets were not de-
signed or meant to be parking lots. Dorian
Road, for example, is especially unsafe
because of the S-curves in the road.
When cars are lined up along both sides
of Dorian, the line-of-sight is impaired
making it very difficult to see approach-
ing vehicles. Why do some streets con-
tinually get to enjoy a student-parking
ban at the expense of their neighbors? Is
the current town council willing to look
at reversing the past mistakes, which
created these inequities?

I would also ask the town council to
consider adding their thoughts and plans
with regards to WHS parking onto their
website under a WHS parking future
goals tab.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

We Must Moderate Our Aspirations
And Remember History’s Lessons

The next time Westfield or the nation
boasts of some accomplishment, I shall
think of the recent visit my wife Joy and I
paid to Venice, Rome and Istanbul, for-
merly Constantinople. In their day so many
centuries ago they were great powers. The
Doge’s Palace, the Roman Forum, Topkapi
Palace, these were where great decisions,
which shook the Western world, were
made. The Doge’s Palace and Topkapi
Palace today are crowded tourist attrac-
tions. The Roman Forum is a ruin. Most
tourists visit these sights unaware of what
glories and power were once the Venetian
Republic, the Roman Empire and the East-
ern Roman and later Byzantine and Otto-
man Empires. Who today knows of Doges
Giovanni Corner and Pietro Grimani or
Roman Emperors Antonius Pius and
Commudus or Ottoman Sultans Mustafa II
and Ahmed I — the Bill Clintons, George
Bushes, Tony Blairs and Vladimir Putins
of their day — whose words and actions
were as important and as closely followed
then as anything our political leaders say
and do today? Churchill in his River War
wrote about the newsboys shouting out the
strange names of rulers who are soon for-
gotten.

Many lessons can be drawn from visit-
ing these places among other ancient sights
in Europe and around the world, but the
one lesson I draw in particular is the
lesson best expressed by Ecclesiastes,
“Vanity of vanity, all is vanity.” In every
age people like to think that they are the
best, that their achievements rank first,
that their dreams are unique and special,
that the world is their oyster. The next
time you hear a boast, think of what once
transpired in these ancient places and
how so little remains. Think too of
Rudyard Kipling’s Recessional composed
in 1897 on the occasion of Queen
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee at the height
of the now defunct British Empire: “Far
called our navies melt away; On dune and
headland sinks the fire: Lo all our pomp
of yesterday, Is one with Nineveh and
Tyre! Judge of the nations, spare us yet,
Lest we forget-lest we forget!”

I am not suggesting that we not strive to
do our best, to try to fulfill our dreams, to
excel lest what we do will be forgotten. I
am not suggesting that we not support our
political system even though in 2,000
years Washington, D.C. may be little
more than a quarry with only the founda-
tions of the Washington Monument, the
Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson memo-
rial, the Capitol and The White House
remaining as happened to the great build-
ings and monuments in Ancient Rome.
We tend to think in today’s time, never
thinking of what will happen a thousand
let alone 10,000 years from now.

We must temper our desires and
thoughts. We must forgo the sin of self-
importance. We must moderate our aspi-

rations. In the Roman Empire it was the
custom for a slave to ride along with the
conquering hero in the chariot in the vic-
tory parade and say to him that all glory is
fleeting, a theme picked up at the very end
of the powerful movie Patton.

Who knows what will remain of our
world I the far beyond. What author?
What poet? What composer? What artist?
What general” What scientists? What
business tycoon? What President of the
United States? What achievement? En-
joy our moment of time here. Relish in
our good works, but by all means stop
being self-important. Each age is self-
important, believing itself to be the em-
bodiment of all virtue and good. In the
end, think of Venice, Rome and
Constantinople and step back from our
pursuits that we may realize and appreci-
ate what is truly important and lasting.
Not fame. Not power. Not glory. Not this
national success. Rather, it is our human-
ity, our sense of proportion, our decency,
our commitment to values far removed
from the office, factory and battlefield.

Ponder the past and be mindful of it.
Think of the great and the small that are
no longer. Consider that societies then
also had their national achievements and
their colleges and their armies and their
commerce and their other daily activities.
Be confident though that if we moderate
our egos and our intentions and plans we
may last longer than some of the great
empires and states of the past who over-
whelmed with their own importance fell
victim to outsized ambition. In the pro-
cess we may lead happier and more ful-
filling lives.

Stephen Shoeman
Westfield

Proclaiming Stender’s
Slow Pay of Taxes Is

Dirty Campaign Trick
It may be a new election year, but the

State GOP is up to its old dirty tricks.
This time, it is a vicious attack on Linda

Stender (D-Union) running for the Con-
gressional seat vacated by Mike Ferguson.
I suspect that the dismal state of the
economy and the public’s outcry for
change in Washington must have contrib-
uted to Mr. Ferguson’s abandonment of a
district that was once gerrymandered to
be safe for conservative Republicans.
Fortunately, I believe voters in the 7th
District have seen the light and will be
voting for Linda Stender to bring about
the change that is so urgently needed.

Instead of attacking Mrs. Stender’s
80-year-old mother’s flower business for
being slow in paying taxes, the GOP and
their candidate State Senator Leonard
Lance should be examining the root cause
of tax delinquencies, which affects ev-
ery municipality in the state.

The economy stinks! Why does it
stink? Let’s start with NAFTA and the
fact that many of our jobs are now over-
seas thanks to a shortsighted Republican
administration. Then there is the poorly
planned war in Iraq along with out of
control spending, which our children’s
children’s children will be paying for.
Gas prices, home heating oil, electric
and natural gas costs are out of control.
For many NJ residents, a trip to the
grocery store is now financed by credit
cards. The list goes on and on.

Small businesses in New Jersey are
struggling. Decreased sales due to lack
of discretionary spending, out of control
health insurance premiums and record
property taxes. Instead of attacking Mrs.
Stender by way of her mother’s flower
shops business woes, Mr. Lance should
be apologizing to the voters in the 7th
District for his party’s bad behavior and
insensitivity. We expect better from you,
Mr. Lance.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

Corzine Supports Del.
River Toll Increases

TRENTON – Governor Jon  Corzine
announced on Thursday, August 28 that
he will not veto the Delaware River Port
Authority’s recent decision to increase
tolls and fares on the DRPA’s four bridges
and on the PATCO train system.

“The DRPA has shown through a se-
ries of public meetings and hearings that
this action is necessary to keep the bridges
and PATCO trains operating safely and
efficiently,” said Governor Corzine.
“Without this funding the DRPA would
be unable to make vital investments in its
infrastructure, like re-decking the 50-year-
old Walt Whitman Bridge.”

“The funds from this toll increase must
be used exclusively for transportation in-
frastructure. If the DRPA attempts to use
those funds for economic development
projects on either side of the river, I will
exercise my authority to veto any such
action,” the Governor said.
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Miss Jaclyn K. Lack and Craig Ellis

Miss Jaclyn Kathleen Lack
To Marry Craig Ellis

Simon and Karen Lack of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Jaclyn Kathleen Lack, to Craig Ellis.
He is the son of Roger and Linda
Ellis, also of Westfield.

Both the bride-to-be and future
bridegroom graduated from Westfield

High School in 2006. A longtime
member of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, Miss Lack cur-
rently is a student of the New York
School of Interior Design. Mr. Ellis
works for a local construction firm.

The couple plans to marry in the
summer of 2010.

SPFHS’ Ringel and Renfree
Attend ALJBS Convention

SCOTCH PLAINS – American
Legion Post 209 of Scotch Plains
recently sponsored two delegates to
this year’s American Legion Jersey
Boys State (ALJBS) convention.
Chad Ringel and Mark Renfree rep-
resented Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School at the event.

ALJBS is a mythical 51st state
organized and administered for citi-
zenship training purposes under the
auspices of the American Legion,
Department of New Jersey.

During the weeklong, hands-on
program, ALJBS promotes the tradi-
tions of education, patriotism and
excellence in the development of fu-
ture leaders.

A total of 795 young men partici-
pated in this year’s event, which was
held at Rider University in
Lawrenceville in June. The delegates

had the opportunity to govern and
interact with some of the top high
school juniors from across the State
of New Jersey and to run their own
state government.

Participants were able not only to
learn about the real life problems
facing municipalities, counties and
the state as a whole, but also to try and
find solutions.

Joe McCourt, Boys State chairman
for Post 209, stated that Chad and
Mark were selected to attend this
program based on their outstanding
qualities of leadership, character,
scholarship, loyalty and service to
their school and community.

Both young men noted that their
attendance at ALJBS was a reward-
ing experience and expressed their
appreciation to Post 209 for the op-
portunity to participate.

The Arc Classic Golf Outing
On Tap For September 18

SCOTCH PLAINS – Celebrating
60 years in the community, the 20th
Annual Arc Classic Golf Outing
Fundraising Event will be held on
Thursday, September 18, on the
grounds of the Shackamaxon Golf
and Country Club, located on
Shackamaxon Drive in Scotch Plains.

The Arc of Union County wel-
comes novice and seasoned golfers
alike to participate in the event, which
will support programs and services
provided by The Arc to children and
adults with developmental disabili-
ties and their families.

Registration will begin at 10 a.m.
Prizes will include Nike golf bags,
putters and wedges. Each player will
receive a one-year subscription to
Golf Digest magazine.

The fee to attend the event is $325
per person and includes a gourmet
brunch, 18 holes of golf with a cart,
cocktail hour and the awards dinner.
The cost for a foursome is $1,250.

To attend the cocktail hour and
dinner only, the cost per person is
$100. The evening’s raffle will con-
clude with the winner going home

with a pair of round-trip travel vouch-
ers on JetBlue Airways.

To participate in this community
fundraising event and/or for sponsor-
ship opportunities, call Cari Libysen
at (973) 315-0020 or visit arcunion.org.

‘STATE’ OF SUCCESS…Joe McCourt of American Legion Post 209 of Scotch
Plains, left, joins Mark Renfree, center, and Chad Ringel, who Post 209 sponsored
as delegates to this year’s American Legion Jersey Boys State convention. The
event, which was held in June at Rider University in Lawrenceville, provides
leadership training and experience.

Library Event to Highlight
Newark Museum Offerings
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-

morial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will offer a free pro-
gram about the Newark Museum –
New Jersey’s oldest and largest mu-
seum – on Wednesday, September
10, at 7 p.m.

Sponsored by the museum’s
Speakers Bureau, “Treasures of the
Newark Museum” will cover high-
lights of the museum’s 80 galleries.
The program is designed to intro-
duce the museum’s art and science
collections to local communities
through images and narrative.

This presentation will provide a
glimpse of what the museum offers,
from the Decorative Arts collection,
which includes the landmark 19th-
century Ballantine mansion, to Afri-
can, Asian, American and worldwide
contemporary arts.

The museum also features a natu-
ral science collection, mini-zoo and

the oldest planetarium in the state. In
addition to its permanent collections,
there are special exhibitions, gallery
tours, art workshops, public programs,
lectures and family activities.

The museum is located at 49 Wash-
ington Street in the Downtown/Arts
District of Newark, three blocks from
the New Jersey Performing Arts Cen-
ter and 10 miles west of New York
City. A not-for-profit museum of art,
science and education, it receives
operating support from the City of
Newark, the State of New Jersey, the
New Jersey State Council on the
Arts/Department of State – a partner
agency of the National Endowment
for the Arts, the New Jersey Cultural
Trust, the Prudential Foundation, the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, the
Victoria Foundation, the Wallace
Foundation and other corporations,
foundations and individuals.

This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, click the
calendar at wmlnj.org or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4140.

A Lecture - Highlights           
of the Newark Museum 

Wednesday, September 10  at 7:00 pm 

The Westfield Memorial Library 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield  

Program open to Westfield Memorial Library & MURAL 
cardholders. To register, click on the calendar at 

www.wmlnj.org, or call 908.789.4090 X4140.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Begin New Season
WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity

Senior Social Club will hold its first
meeting since the summer break on
Monday, September 8, at 1:30 p.m.
in the Holy Trinity Interparochial
School gymnasium on First Street in
Westfield.

Thelma Smith, executive director
of the Westfield Community Center,
will speak to the group about her long
experience at the center and some of
the activities that take place there.

Ms. Smith holds a master’s degree
in non-profit management from Se-
ton Hall University and is a licensed
social worker in New Jersey.

New day trips and future plans
that are on the club’s agenda will be
announced. All members and guests
are invited to attend the meeting,
which also will include fellowship
and refreshments.

Meet and Greet Set
Tomorrow at Temple
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El,

located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield, will hold a Prospective
Member Meet and Greet event tomor-
row, Friday, September 5, at 7 p.m.

Attendees will have a chance to
meet congregation members, clergy
and staff, learn about the temple reli-
gious school, Early Childhood Edu-
cation programs, education initiatives,
social action programs and worship
opportunities, and tour the facility.

At 7:45 p.m., all are welcome to
worship with the congregation at a
Shabbat Hallelu, a Shabbat service in
song, followed by an oneg Shabbat
reception. For more details, call
Carolyn Shane, executive director, at
(908) 232-6770.

Fanwood Presbyterian
To Hold ‘Homecoming’

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church will hold a “Home-
coming” this Sunday, September 7,
to welcome children and adults to
the fall sessions of education and
events at the church.

For a project entitled “Revelation,”
the Music and Arts Ministry invited
the whole congregation to photo-
graph “wonders in the world” to cre-
ate a gallery of pictures. These pho-
tographs depict the beauty of nature,
acts of justice and mercy, the joy of
play or one of shared suffering.

The “Revelation” gallery will be
on display on Homecoming Sunday
after the regular 10 a.m. service. It
will be featured in Westminster Hall
on Marian Avenue. All are welcome.
For directions or more information,
interested persons may call the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

Genealogical Society
To Host Artist-Writer
WESTFIELD – The Genealogical

Society of the West Fields will kick
off its yearlong efforts to “save an-
cestors” with a lecture and reading by
local artist and writer Mary Olive
Stone on Thursday, September 11.

Ms. Stone will read from her
storybooks, which bring her southern
heritage to life through vignettes about
her youth in Mobile, Ala. Her books,
a family tradition for more than a
decade, are art and literature projects
in that they are written, designed and
printed on handmade papers. Ms.
Stone did the artwork and illustra-
tions as well.

Genealogical Society Vice Presi-
dent Nancy Humphrey has outlined a
program year dedicated to sharing,
displaying, recording and generally
opening up members’ researched ge-
nealogical families to all who are
interested.

The meeting, open to the public,
will begin at 1 p.m. in the Westfield
Memorial Library Meeting Room,
located at 550 East Broad Street. A
short meeting for members will begin
the program.

Garwood Lions Plan
Senior Citizen Picnic
GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-

ons Club will hold its annual Senior
Citizen Picnic this Saturday, Septem-
ber 6, starting at noon. It will take
place rain or shine in the pavilion at
the Baseball League complex located
on Myrtle Avenue.

Open to all seniors living in the
borough, this event will feature a band
playing dance music, plus a barbecue
complete with local corn on the cob,
homemade clam chowder, dessert and
a choice of beverages.

•NJ State-Approved Online

Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

UNLIMITED COMMUNICATIONS
305 South Avenue West Westfield, NJ 07090

908-654-6440

GRAND RE-OPENING
OUR 8TH YEAR IN WESTFIELD

FREE AIR CARD
After Rebate

with new 2 Year
Activation

Blackberry Pearl
$9999

AFTER REBATE

$149.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN-REBATE WITH
NEW 2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN OF $79.99

Voyager
$14999

AFTER REBATE

$199.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE WITH
2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for $59.99 BroadbandAccess Plan).  IMPORTANT
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate
form and credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee.   V CAST and VZ
Navigator: Add’l charges req’d.  V CAST Music and Song ID: V CAST Music
phone, airtime and per song charges req’d.  Offers and coverage, varying by
service, and handset, not available everywhere.  [Offer valid until July 31,
2008 while supplies last and only on any new 2 year activation.]  Network
details and coverage maps at vzw.com.  Offers & coverage, varying by service,
not available everywhere.  While supplies last.  Shipping charges may apply.
[Rebate takes up to 6 wks.]  2008 Verizon Wireless Authorized Retailer

Schedule your FREE in-home consultation.
Call, Click or Come In today!

866-595-5110
www.pellareplacement.com

Pella Window & Door Showrooms

* Does not apply to ProLine® or Pella Impervia® products. Discounts apply to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.
Must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Valid for replacement projects only. Prior sales excluded. 
Offer ends 11/08/08. © 2008 Pella Corporation

sale

window and door replacement

$100
®

 $300
$500

SKY HIGH OIL PRICES?
Convert to a Burnham Gas Boiler Today and $AVE!

IndependenceTM

Gas-fired steam

or water boiler

Up to 83%

efficient

Reliable cast iron

sectional design

•

•

•

Series 2TM

Gas-fired water

boiler

Up to 83%

efficient

Natural draft

Reliable cast iron

sectional design

•

•

•

•

Scott Seib
Plumbing & Heating

Westfield, NJ

License Number: 6548

908-654-1818

Borough Garage Sale
On Tap This Saturday
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Newcomers Club will
host its annual Town-wide Garage
Sale this Saturday, September 6, from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (rain or shine). Ap-
proximately 50 borough homes will
take part in the event.

A map of participating houses and
a list of sale items will be available
today and tomorrow, September 4
and 5, at the Mountainside Public
Library, located at Constitution Plaza.

On Saturday, individuals may pick
up the map and lists at 1443 Deer Path
in Mountainside or at any participat-
ing garage sale house.
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First Baptist Church Posts
Festivities For Rally Sunday
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, will celebrate Rally Sun-
day on September 7. Rally Sunday
kicks off a new season of Christian
education curriculum for all ages.

The worship service will begin at
10:15 a.m., with a focus on Biblical
Literacy. Children’s Christian Edu-
cation will get underway at 10:30
a.m., when youngsters ages 4 through
fifth grade leave the sanctuary and
go to age-appropriate classes with
teachers to begin a new program
focused on Bible stories and memory
verses. Childcare for infants through
3-year-olds is provided from 10 to
11:45 a.m.

Adult Christian Education classes
for the fall season will commence
the following Sunday, September 14,
at 9 a.m. in the church lounge. Adult
Bible Study will be offered every
Tuesday from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. be-
ginning September 16, and also will
be held in the lounge.

Youth Sunday School classes will
begin a study of the parables at 9
a.m. on Sunday, September 21, in
the Youth Lounge.

Youth “Group,” a fellowship, ser-
vice and study organization for those
in grades 6 to 12, also will rally on
September 7. There will be a “game
night” at 5:30 p.m., followed by sup-
per at 7 p.m., while parents meet for
orientation to the program.

For more information on Rally Sun-
day and the church’s Christian Edu-
cation programs, call the First Baptist
Church at (908) 233-2278, e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net or
visit fbcwestfield.org/.

Food Pantry Urgently
In Need of Donations
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry, located
in the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing at 430 Park Avenue, is in desper-
ate need of food donations.

While summer is always a slow
donation time for the pantry, this
year the donations have dwindled to
practically none. The pantry shelves
are almost empty, with the small
amount of food donated being dis-
tributed immediately.

Food donations may be brought to
the Scotch Plains tax assessor’s Of-
fice in the municipal building Mon-
day through Friday.  Neighbor to
Neighbor has placed bins at the
Fanwood Memorial Library and the
Scotch Plains Public Library where
donations may be deposited.

Items such as tuna, macaroni and
cheese, macaroni, pasta sauce, soups,
canned meals, canned fruit, cereal and
other such items are always needed.

The pantry has a freezer, so TV din-
ners, cheese, margarine and other per-
ishable items may be brought directly
to the assessor’s office during regular
business hours. A detailed list of needed
items is available at the assessor’s of-
fice or by calling Marie Davis at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 1-204.

Dyke and Cena Pollitt

Festival to Feature Pollitts
As Mr. and Mrs. Fanwood

FANWOOD – Longtime Fanwood
residents and active volunteers Dyke
and Cena Pollitt will serve as the
2008 Mr. and Mrs. Fanwood at the
13th annual Fanny Wood Day cel-
ebration on Sunday, September 21.

“Mr. and Mrs. Fanwood,” a couple
selected by the Fanny Wood Day
Committee, is chosen for their ability
to exemplify the volunteer and com-
munity spirit of Fanwood. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Pollitt have been active in
the community since moving to the
borough in 1961, and continue to
serve in a variety of capacities today.

Mr. Pollitt was a Fanwood council-
man from 1966 to 1975, having previ-
ously served as president of the Scotch
Plains Jaycees, and has chaired the
Fanwood Heart Fund for many years.
He has been the founder and president
of Creative Ink since 1963. A graduate
of the University of Delaware, he
served with the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion as a senior parachutist.

Mrs. Pollitt has been an active and
longtime volunteer with the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Council.
She has served in various positions,
including troop leader and board
member, and was council president
from 1985 to 1989.

A charter member of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League, she
has held multiple offices within the
organization, including serving as
president from 1979 to 1981.

Additionally, the Pollitts are both

active members of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church, and have held a va-
riety of positions within the church.
In 2006, Mrs. Pollitt chaired a “sew-
a-thon” to raise funds to construct
wells for women in Kenya.

The Pollitts, who have been mar-
ried for more than 50 years, are the
parents of two children, Norman and
Carol, and the grandparents of Alena,
Connor, Marcy and Fred.

“It’s going to be a great day for
Fanwood, celebrating our town and
these two great people,” noted Mayor
Colleen Mahr. “We invite all resi-
dents to come and join the day, filled
with rides, food, vendors and con-
tests for everyone.”

Fanny Wood Day will be held at the
corner of Martine and South Avenues
in downtown Fanwood from noon to
5 p.m.

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on Mon-
day, September 8, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Journalist Jerry Schwartz
To Be Hadassah Speaker

WESTFIELD – Westfield Hadassah
will hold its first meeting of the 2008-
2009 year on Monday,
September 15, at 7 p.m. at
Temple Emanu-El. The
program will feature Jerry
Schwartz, a national writer
and editor for the Associ-
ated Press who resides in
Westfield with his wife
and three sons.

Mr. Schwartz is a vet-
eran journalist with more
than 30 years of experi-
ence working in the As-
sociated Press’ New York
headquarters. He has
worked as a special assignment edi-
tor and has directed the operations of
feature writers across the country.

During his long career, Mr. Schwartz
has covered the courts and supervised
election night coverage of state and
local elections. He also has traveled

with the pope. Additionally, he worked
on the Associated Press’ special desk

established to cover the
Persian Gulf War and di-
rected international cov-
erage of the Y2K phe-
nomenon. At New York
University, he taught fea-
ture writing and
copyediting for the Dow
Jones Newspaper Fund.

Mr. Schwartz will
give insight into his
professional career and
offer an opinion about
press coverage for the
upcoming presidential

election.
Temple Emanu-El is located at

756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
The public is invited to attend this
program. Refreshments will be
served. For additional information,
call Carol Thau at (908) 771-9251.

Jerry Schwartz

Golden Agers Plan to Attend
Platzl Brauhaus Oktoberfest
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club will travel
to the Platzl Brauhaus on Thursday,
October 9, for an Oktoberfest celebra-
tion. All are welcome to participate.

The bus will leave at 9 a.m. from
the Scotch Hills Country Club park-
ing lot, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains,
for the ride to Pomona, N.Y.

During the celebration, individuals
will have an opportunity to stroll leaf-
covered paths and view the colorful
foliage. A four-course, family style
dinner will begin at noon.

The menu will include smoked loin
of pork with sliced fresh ham or a
roasted half chicken, plus German
bratwursts, spare ribs, red cabbage,
sauerkraut, homemade applesauce
and fresh apples. Dinner will con-
clude with hot coffee, tea and dessert.

Participants will then be able to
enjoy a German “oompah” band,
dance a polka and watch the perfor-
mance of the Schuhplatter dancers.
At 4 p.m., roast beef sandwiches will
be served, carved from a standing
steamship roast. Beer, wine and soda
will be available from noon to 5 p.m.
The cost of the trip is $59.75.

The Golden Agers Club enables
senior citizens to meet with their peers,
share ideas, interact and gather useful
information to enhance daily living.
The club meets weekly on Thursdays
at 10 a.m. from September to June at

the Scotch Hills Country Club.
Members are invited to provide sug-

gestions for activities, and free lun-
cheons are provided at least one week
each month. Special speakers discuss
health issues and other topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
vues and activity trips are available to
everyone. For trip details, call Jean De
Tore at (908) 889-4121 or Mary De
Jesso at (908) 654-4512. Membership
information is available by calling
Marge Van Duyne at (908) 889-4631.

Trailside Still Selling
Tickets for Hayrides
MOUNTAINSIDE – Tickets are

available for Friday night hayrides
and campfires at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center, sponsored by the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders. There are still seats for hay-
rides on September 19, October 3, 10
and 17 and November 7.

Seating for the hayrides is limited.
Rides will begin at 6:30 p.m. Tickets
must be purchased in advance and no
tickets will be sold at the hayrides.
Early registration is recommended.

The cost is $5 for Union County
residents and $10 for out-of-county
participants. Tickets can be purchased
every day from noon to 5 p.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Center,
located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside, or weekdays be-
tween 8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. at the
Union County Administration Build-
ing, Parks Department, second floor,
Elizabethtown Plaza at Rahway Av-
enue in downtown Elizabeth.

For further information, call
Trailside Nature and Science Center
at (908) 789-3670 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900, or visit the Union County
website, ucnj.org.

Church Thrift Shop
To Open on Sept. 10

FANWOOD – The thrift shop of
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
will have its grand opening on
Wednesday, September 10, at 10 a.m.
to kick off its 40th year of service to
the community.

Featured will be clothing for all
sizes, housewares, jewelry and deco-
rative items, among other merchan-
dise. Store hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Wednesdays. All thrift shop work-
ers are volunteers and the proceeds
are given to local charities.

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
is located at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande Avenues. The entrance to
the thrift shop is on McDermott Place.
Ample parking is available. For more
information, call the church at (908)
889-8891.

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

You’re Invited! 
 
 

The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield is currently 
seeking energetic, dynamic women who want to make a 

difference in their communities. 
 

Information Session 
Wednesday, September 10, 2008 

7:30 pm 
The Jumble Store 

110 Walnut Avenue, Cranford 
 

Who are we? 
Women who want to assist families in crises throughout our area. 
Our members come from Union and Middlesex counties including 

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford, Mountainside and other 
nearby communities. 

 
Three Reasons to Join Us 

 Create a better, stronger community through volunteering 
 Connect with other women who share your desire to assist 

those in need 
 Strengthen and develop your skills and talents while helping 

others 
 

Contact us at  newmembers@jlepnj.org

Or (908) 709-1177
www.jlepnj.org

 

‘Girls on the Move’
To Begin Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA will
offer “Y” Girls on the Move, a pro-
gram designed to increase girls’ ac-
tivity levels through a 10-week pro-
gressive running program culminat-
ing with a 5K walk/run.

The program will begin on Wednes-
day, September 10, from 4 to 5:15
p.m. Registration may be done at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA, lo-
cated at 1340 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Son’s Post-Iraq Depression
Affects Bond With Girlfriend

A Concerned Mother Writes: My
son returned home from Iraq several
months ago, and although not
wounded physically, he seemed
wounded emotionally. He seemed
depressed (post-traumatic stress syn-
drome) and was unable to feel com-
fortable with his friends. He has been
in therapy for months, and only re-
cently have we begun to see a little
change. “Mike” (disguised name) has
a girlfriend, and he has been very curt
with her. They really love each other,
and I don’t want them to drift apart.
Even Mike is concerned. Any sug-
gestions?

Answer: I am so sorry to read about
your son’s difficulties. I appreciate
his service to our country. I do have a
suggestion. Since he is in therapy, I
would encourage Mike to speak to his
therapist about (possibly) seeing both
him and his girlfriend in order to
clarify some of the relationship is-
sues. The therapist could provide some
tools to help your son define some of
the contributing difficulties in com-
munication and set up a structure re
how to reach out and develop healthier
patterns of relating.

A Distraught Husband Writes: Re-
cently I got the worst news of my life.
I’ve been married 10 years, and my

wife told me that she has been having
affairs with other men. I feel very
guilty. My wife said that I am too
passive and do not pay attention to
her or her needs. She hadn’t expressed
this before, and I guess that my inde-
cisiveness and passivity caused her to
seek affection (?) elsewhere. What do
you recommend I do?

Answer: Don’t be so quick to feel
guilty and responsible for her behav-
ior with other men. You state that she
only recently told you of her affairs
and her feelings about your personal-
ity traits. Why hadn’t she expressed
this earlier? Since she felt this way,
why did she not sit down with you
and let it all “hang out” so you could
respond and (the two of you) try to
resolve it through healthy dialogue
and marriage counseling?

She did not have to act out her
(sexual) feelings with others. You are
not to blame yourself for that; she is
responsible for her behavior. Your
(seemingly) passiveness and self-
blame will not help either of you
resolve this objectively. I really do
not know why she had the affairs, and
why is she telling you this now?

Please see a marriage counselor if
you want to have this resolved in the
healthiest way possible. Marriage
counseling and individual counsel-
ing would be the most appropriate
road to take.

A Confused Mother Writes: I never
wanted a male child, and I gave birth
to one several months ago. How do
you love a child when you were hop-
ing for a daughter? My son will never
know my real feelings since I will
take good care of him. Some of my
friends feel that to be a nurturing
mother, one should not act. Agree?

Answer: Please, please heed my
advice: See a therapist and get a bet-
ter perspective on your feelings re
your son. Infants (and individuals of
all ages) need a parent who feels love
and demonstrates it through holding
the child and offering tender loving
care, hugging, kissing, feeding,
changing diapers, etc., etc.

Your son needs this. You must get
help to clarify why you have these
rejecting and uncomfortable feelings.
Infants pick up acting or fake reac-
tions. The best mother you can be is to
seek help in this area; the rewards for
yourself and for your parent-child
relationship will be joyous.

Joseph G. Gladis

Joseph G. Gladis, 97, Was Shipbroker;
Had Been Naval Officer In Two Wars

Joseph G. Gladis, 97, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, August 26, at his
home.

Born in Bayonne, he
became a resident of
Westfield in 1953 and lived
there for 55 years. He was
a graduate of New York
University and attended
Harvard Graduate School
on entering the Navy.

Mr. Gladis was a DuPont
pensioner, having been
with its steamship subsid-
iary, International Freight-
ing Corp., from 1936 to
1957. Thereafter, he be-
came a partner and treasurer of Inter-
national Chartering Services of New
York City.

As a cargo broker he had business
friends on six continents. He was
one of the first brokers to work on
transporting petrochemicals in bulk.
Upon his retirement in 1979, he be-
came an officer and treasurer of In-
ternational Tanker Chartering, Inc.
of Mountainside.

During World War II, he served as
a shipping and transshipping officer
at the U.S. Naval Amphibious Base in
Exeter, England. He was awarded a
Green Naval Ribbon for his service in
distributing hardware to training bases
in England, moving Naval ships in
the area and the loading of all D-Day
material on board ships, as well as
numerous other service related com-
mendations. During the Korean War,
he served with the Military Sea Trans-
portation Service (MSTS) and was a

lieutenant commander upon comple-
tion of duty.

Mr. Gladis was a member of the
National Defense Trans-
portation Association, The
Thomas Wolfe Society, the
American Legion-Martin
Wallburg Post, AARP,
Westfield Historical Soci-
ety, Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library, NYU
Alumni Association, Pro-
duce Exchange Club of
New York, Colonia Coun-
try Club and the American
Civil Liberties Union.

He is survived by four
children, Joseph W., Frederick W. and
Jane E. of Westfield and Elizabeth
Lorenz of Greenwood Village, Colo.;
nine grandchildren; six great-grand-
children; a brother, Paul, of Monmouth
Beach and a sister, Madeline McHugh,
of Monmouth Beach.

Mr. Gladis was predeceased by his
wife, Mary Jane, in 1993 and by his
brothers John of Bayonne and George
of Cranford.

A mass was offered on Saturday,
August 30, at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. En-
tombment took place at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Westminster Scholar-
ship Fund, 631-657 Westminster Av-
enue, Elizabeth, N.J. 07208.
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Arthur C. Fried

Arthur C. Fried, 95, Was Freeholder;
Loved Family, Community and Country
Arthur C. Fried, 95, a 56-year resi-

dent of Westfield, died peacefully
while asleep, in Westfield, on Sun-
day, August 31, on what would have
been the 90th birthday of his late,
beloved wife, Vera Van De Mark Fried.
Arthur’s life, for almost a century,
was devoted to his family, his com-
munity and his country.

Born in Elizabethport on
December 17, 1912, Arthur
was the son of the late Louis
Fried, a local grocer, and
the late May Fried, both
German-speaking Jewish
immigrants from what was
then the Austro-Hungarian
Empire. His three brothers,
Henry, George and Walter,
and a sister, Gladys, prede-
ceased him.

Arthur attended schools
in Elizabeth, but the Great
Depression ended his for-
mal education. Like many of his gen-
eration, he entered the work force to
help support his family. He worked
numerous jobs in Elizabeth, the most
notable as a fight promoter. In 1933,
the Elizabeth Daily Journal reported,
“Young Artie Fried, the juvenile
matchmaker of Bettsytown’s only
fistic club, has accomplished some-
thing that many veterans of the
matchmaking game have failed to do.
He has brought the leather-pushing
racket back to the high standard it
once held in these parts.”

Arthur also worked on Asbury
Park’s boardwalk, near Convention
Hall, guessing the weight, within three
pounds, of vacationers for only a dime.
Eventually, more permanent employ-
ment came when Arthur was hired to
sell life insurance for the Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company, a career
he pursued for 33 years.

In those days, life insurance agents
worked a “debit,” personally collect-
ing monthly and sometimes weekly
insurance premiums from policyhold-
ers. Arthur often credited the Met for
giving him the opportunity to earn a
living doing what he most enjoyed:
meeting and talking with people and
making friends. In 1940, Arthur’s job
brought him to the Hillside home of
John and Alice Van De Mark to collect
their life insurance premiums. Once
inside their home, it was the Van De
Marks’ oldest child, Vera, who first
collected Arthur’s eye and then his
heart. After a courtship that was accel-
erated by the war, they married in
Chatham, N.J. on August 8, 1942.

Shortly thereafter, Arthur enlisted
in the United States Army. He volun-
teered for infantry officers’ candidate
school, which he completed success-
fully at Fort Benning, Ga. In 1943,
Arthur was commissioned a second
lieutenant and, after a year of addi-
tional training in South Carolina, he
shipped out to England to await the
expected invasion of Nazi Europe.

That invasion began on June 6,
1944 and, one week later, Arthur and
his heavy weapons platoon, part of
the 83rd Infantry Division, an Ohio
National Guard unit, landed at the
then secured Utah Beach in
Normandy, France. From there, the
83rd Division, which later became
part of George S. Patton’s Third Army,
headed east, towards Germany.

En route, Arthur and his platoon
fought with bravery and distinction at
the Battle of the Bulge, where he was
wounded. Briefly hospitalized, Arthur
thereafter returned to the front and
led his unit to the Elbe River in Ger-
many. Arthur was honorably dis-
charged from the Army as an Infantry
Captain with a Purple Heart, a Bronze
Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, and five
campaign ribbons in the European
Theater of Operations.

After the war, Arthur resumed his
career with Metropolitan Life in Eliza-
beth. On October 14, 1946, Vera and

Arthur welcomed their son, John,
followed by their daughter, Janis, on
September 19, 1951.

In June of 1952, the Fried family
moved from Elizabeth to Westfield,
where Arthur began making friends
in his new community. His first in-
volvement in the community was with
the Westfield Boys Baseball League

in the 1950s. He enjoyed
teaching baseball to
youngsters and manag-
ing their teams so much
that he continued to do
so even when John was
selected to play for an
opposing team. During
the 1960s, Arthur served
on the board of the
Westfield YMCA.

In 1960, Arthur, a life-
long Democrat, began
his political career as his
party’s candidate for

mayor. Although he lost that election,
as all Democrats did back then, he
gained the lifelong friendship of his
Republican opponent, Burr A. Towl,
Jr., and former Westfield Mayor H.
Emerson Thomas. Years later, in the
1990s, “Em” Thomas and Art were
frequent dinner companions at Echo
Lake Country Club, where both were
members. Several years later, the
Republican Town Council appointed
Arthur to a council vacancy.

Undaunted by his initial political
defeat, in 1965 Arthur was a Demo-
crat candidate for Union County free-
holder. On the day after the election,
the Elizabeth Daily Journal reported,
“According to unofficial figures re-
leased by County Clerk Henry G.
Nulton, Arthur C. Fried, Democratic
freeholder candidate, topped a GOP
contender, Matthew J. Rinaldo, by
one vote.” During the recount follow-
ing that election, Arthur and soon-to-
become Congressman Rinaldo be-
came lifelong friends.

As a freeholder, Arthur studied the
then wasteful operations of the county-
run John E. Runnells Hospital and,
according to a September 1, 1968 edi-
torial in The Westfield Leader, “The
results of some of Mr. Fried’s studies
of the operations of Runnells Hospital
have led him to the inescapable con-
clusion that the taxpayer has been
footing the bill for a great many costs
that could have been reduced through
more efficient business practices.”

Westfield’s newspaper praised
Arthur’s political courage in the face of
what could be “a political death-knell.”
As politics can be, however, Richard
Nixon’s significant electoral victory in
Union County in 1968 swept Arthur
and other local Democrats from office.

After his three-year term as a free-
holder, Arthur renewed his involve-
ment in Westfield’s civic affairs. At
various times over the next 20 years,
Arthur was the president of the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce, a 16-
year member of the Westfield Board of
Adjustment, the general campaign
chairman of the United Fund of
Westfield, a trustee of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, a fundraiser for both
the United Jewish Appeal and the
Westfield Community Center, presi-
dent of the New Jersey Division of the
American Cancer Society, a director of
the Union County Mental Health Asso-
ciation and the Union County chair-
man of the March of Dimes.

After his retirement from Metropoli-
tan Life Insurance Company, Arthur
began a new career as the public rela-
tions director of Blue Cross Blue Shield
of New Jersey for the next 23 years.

In 1972, Arthur was appointed to a
citizens’ task force by Mayor Donn
Snyder to study the feasibility of a
community foundation for Westfield.
The committee’s report led to the
creation of the Westfield Foundation.

In 1995, Arthur was the proud re-
cipient of the Westfield Rotary’s Ninth
Annual Charles P. Bailey Humanitar-
ian Award.

In 1999, the B’nai B’rith of
Westfield, Mountainside and Scotch
Plains recognized Arthur for his nu-
merous contributions to the well-be-
ing of his community and country.

Arthur was as devoted to his family
as he was to his community and his
country. He and Vera celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary just before
Vera died in 1993.

Arthur is survived by his two chil-
dren and their families, John and his
wife, Gloria Fried, of Ossining, N.Y.,
granddaughter Meredith Fried of New
York City and grandson Matthew
Fried and his wife, Tara Matzan Fried,
also of Ossining, and their daughter,
Arthur’s great-granddaughter, Tessa
Rose Fried, and Janis and her hus-
band, Loren Weinstein, of Westfield,
granddaughter Alison Weinstein of
New York City and grandson David
Weinstein, a junior at Johns Hopkins
University. Arthur also is survived by
his wife’s sister, Alice Van De Mark
Stroehle of Mantoloking, formerly of
Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
582 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
The family will greet friends there
today, Thursday, September 4, from 2
to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m. A funeral service
will be held at Higgins and Bonner
tomorrow, Friday, September 5, at 10
a.m., followed by interment at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield,
where Arthur had served as a trustee.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations to the Westfield
Rescue Squad, the Rotary Club of
Westfield, Children’s Specialized
Hospital, the Westfield Foundation,
the Westfield United Way or to any
one or more of the many charities to
which Arthur devoted his energies.
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Juanata Dzuback, 82, Was Volunteer;
Golfer, Bridge Player and Sculptress

Juanata Childers Dzuback, 82, of
Westfield died at home surrounded
by her loving family and beloved Joe
on Wednesday, August 27.

Born in Cleveland, Tenn. on July
4, 1926, Nata graduated from Cen-
tral High School in Chattanooga and
attended the University of Chatta-
nooga. She then worked at Combus-
tion Engineering, where she met Jo-
seph Dzuback, whom she married
July 3, 1949.

A daughter of the South, Nata
charmed all she met in the many
places she and Joe lived, including
Chicago, Connecticut, western New
York State and London.

A resident of Westfield for 40 years,
she was a chairwoman of Fish of
Westfield, Union County, an avid
golfer and a member of the 18 and 9
Holers and regular player of Couples
Bridge at the Plainfield Country Club.

She was the loving wife of Jo-

seph, a vibrant mother of six, dedi-
cated community volunteer and a late
blooming accomplished sculptress.

Surviving, in addition to her hus-
band of 59 years, are four daughters,
Mary Ann (Peter Best), Meg (Mike
Bloomfield), Jayne (Julian Bibb) and
April (Matthew Heron); a son, Jo-
seph (Paula Dzuback); 14 grandchil-
dren and two great-grandchildren.

A son, John Childers Dzuback, pre-
deceased her.

Funeral services were held on
Monday, September 1, at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Hemophilia Associa-
tion of New Jersey, 197 Route 18
South, Ste 206 North, East Brunswick,
N.J. 08816.
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Willow Grove to Kick Off
Activities This Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will offer
a course entitled “More Than Saying
Grace at Dinner” on Sundays, Sep-
tember 7, 14 and 21, following the 10
a.m. worship service.

Pastor Cynthia Cochran-Carney
and August Ruggiero will lead this
course, which is designed to equip
adults, including parents and grand-
parents, with approaches to encour-
age youngsters, teenagers and grown
children in their lives to grow in their
Christian faith at home.

Children’s Sunday school classes
also will begin September 7 during
the 10 a.m. worship service. There
will be a celebration with refresh-
ments following worship and before
the adult forum.

The youngest Sunday school class
is Discovery Kingdom, for ages 4
through second grade. It will con-
tinue to use a Rotation Curriculum
with a video, computers, arts and
crafts, cooking, games and music to
help children learn key Bible stories.

A new class, Bible Kingdom, will
be offered for third to fifth graders
and will include learning games. Par-
ticipants will learn how to use the
Bible. The children will receive their
first Bibles on September 7 during
worship.

Faith Kingdom, the class for the
oldest students, will continue for
grades 6 to 12. Attendees will study
themes in the Bible and how they
relate to loving God and being a fol-
lower of Christ wherever they are.

The Willow Grove Youth Group

for grades 6 through high school will
meet on Sundays at 6 p.m. two times
per month. The first gathering will be
September 7 at the Cochran-Carneys’
house and will include planning fall
activities and service projects.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, near the cor-
ner of Martine Avenue and Raritan
Road and opposite the southside
firehouse. All are invited to each of
the upcoming events. Childcare will
be provided during both the worship
service and the adult forum.

Lady of Lourdes Sets
Parish Picnic Date

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
will hold a parish picnic from 1 to 4
p.m. on Sunday, September 21.

Hamburgers, hotdogs, chicken,
ribs, corn on the cob, salads, soda and
desserts will be served. Beer also will
be available for an additional charge
for those over age 21. Also featured
will be music, games for the children
and face painting.

Tickets are $12 for adults, $6 for
children ages 5 to 12 and free for
children under age 5. A family can
purchase a ticket for $35. Since this
will be a catered event, no tickets will
be sold the day of the picnic.

Tickets are available now and may
be obtained by calling the Our Lady
of Lourdes rectory at (908) 232-1162,
Eve at (908) 789-8568 or Regina at
(908) 233-7129.

       ow Offering the New

Willow View Mausoleum,

 A Unique Concept in

Memorial Properties.

   eauty, Dignity & Peace

Overlooking Bunnell Pond.

Fairview Cemetery
1100 East Broad Street • Westfield, NJ 908-232-0781

Nonprofit • Nonsectarian

Family Lots, Single Graves, Niches & Community Mausoleums

Faithfully Serving the Public Since 1868, on 105 Picturesque Acres.

N

B

Art Fried (age 17) – Asbury Park
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CAN YOU HEAR ME NOW?…Westfield-area business and community leaders
celebrated the grand opening of Verizon Wireless’ newest communications store
last week. Pictured, from left to right, are: Sherry Cronin of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky and store manager
Pedro Valentin. The new store is located at 109 North Avenue, West, where
family-fun festivities were held earlier this month.

Westfield High School Grads
Win County PSA Contest

WESTFIELD – Recent graduates
of Westfield High School Matt Gralla
and Will Eisenberg won first place,
accumulating 99 out of 100 points in
the Union County High School TV
Public Service Announcement Con-
test sponsored by the Amber Pizzo
Memorial Foundation.

The PSA Contest, which was open
to all Union County high school stu-
dents, required students to create, act
in and produce a positive 30-second
television PSA for their peers and
community to discourage underage
drinking.

Representatives from the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, NJN-TV,

MADD and Prevention Links judged
the entries on creativity, effective-
ness and practicality.

The Westfield High School team of
Anthony Mormille and Ross Tucker
was named second runner-up in the
contest.

Westfield High School’s TV teacher,
John Burns, received a check of $1,000
for the top prize and $500 for the
runners-up, for a total of $1,500.

The awards will go toward upgrad-
ing equipment in the high school stu-
dio. Will is enrolled in the film school
at the University of Southern Califor-
nia and Matt is continuing his studies
at the University of Pennsylvania.

AND WE’RE ROLLING … Matt Gralla, far right, and Will Eisenberg, won first
place in the Union County High School TV Public Service Announcement Contest
sponsored by the Amber Pizzo Memorial Foundation. Westfield High School’s
TV teacher, John Burns, far left, received a check of $1,000 for the top prize and
$500 for the runners-up from George Pizzo of the foundation.1975 WHS Alum Receives

Teaching Award at SFSU
WESTFIELD – The San Francisco

State University (SFSU) has chosen
Professor Martin Linder, a 1975
graduate of Westfield High School,
to receive the 2008 Sarlo Distin-
guished Teaching Award. The award
is given to a faculty member who
demonstrates “extraordi-
nary, meaningful and last-
ing” contributions in the
field of teaching at SFSU.

Westfield is still the
home of Mr. Linder’s
mother, Violet Linder. Mr.
Linder’s deceased father,
Jerome Linder, had also
called Westfield home. He was a
member of the Westfield High School
track and soccer teams and held a
varsity letter in track. He became the
president of the Westfield Temple
Emanu-El youth group in 1974.

Mr. Linder has repeatedly demon-
strated excellence in the field of edu-
cation while working within San Fran-
cisco State University’s Design and
Industry Department to educate and
inspire the next generation of design-

ers.
He has served as the graduate advi-

sor to Design and Industry students,
sat upon the Academic Senate, con-
ducted classes ranging from basic to
advanced design and research theory,
and served as a conduit between stu-

dents and the professional
world.

Enabled by his guid-
ance, organizations such
as iDo (Industrial Design
Outreach) connect col-
lege-level designers with
local elementary and high
school students.

The university said in a release,
“Mr. Linder’s passion for education
and community involvement are dem-
onstrated by iDo’s mission to provide
outreach to students who are tradi-
tionally outside of the university set-
ting through free design and handcraft
education.

“Professor Linder’s contributions
within and outside of the university
stand as a model for excellence in
education.”

EXPONENTIALLY BETTER…Accepting congratulations from Roosevelt In-
termediate School Principal Stewart Carey and math teacher Dona Panagos are,
from left to right, Alex Goldschmidt, Michael Woods, Rory Fitzpatrick, Katharine
Jaruzelski and Kevin Oster. See release below.

Martin Linder

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Chelsea at Fanwood and CoolVines of Westfield Cordially Invites you to Attend:

The Fine Wines of France

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community 
involvement and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m
Open to the public –Everyone is welcome!

WHEN: Wednesday, Sept. 10th, 2008
TIME: 7:00 pm 
WHERE: The Chelsea at Fanwood

295 South Avenue
Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200

Come Taste a sampling of wonderful French wines; learn about the grapes,
the origins and the winemakers themselves, from
one of the experts at CoolVines, a specialty retail
wine store in Westfield. Please join us for an
enjoyable evening. Refreshments will be served.

PSAT / SAT PREP
800-762-8378

32nd

SUMMIT

NEW PROVIDENCE

SCOTCH PLAINS

KENILWORTH

Adult School to Commence
70th Year on September 22

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Adult School is celebrating its 70th
anniversary this year. Begun in 1938
by the Woman’s Club as a commu-
nity service project, it attracted 900
students in its first semester.

During the adult school’s first few
years, each course cost $3 – to put this
in perspective, a double-feature movie
at the time cost 35 cents. The three-
dollar fee was large enough to prompt
one student to suggest that the school
offer a course on “How to Earn $3 to
Pay for Another Class.”

In those early years, many of the
courses were similar to those offered
today, among them Dancing, Golf,
Current World Problems, Art and
French. A few other classes, such as
Glove-making and Stenography, are
no longer included in the curriculum.

After 70 years, the adult school con-
tinues to feature various new courses,
and a new website, for the fall 2008
semester that will begin on Monday,
September 22. Some of the new offer-
ings include Cupcake Decorating,
Zumba, Beginning German and Chi-
nese, Sculpture, Self-Defense for
Women, Starting a New Business,
Healthy Eating With a Busy Schedule
and Digital Photography. There also is
a whole new set of cooking classes.

Some classes will begin on Septem-
ber 22 and run for the full eight weeks

of the session, while many others will
run only one or several evenings and
start on later dates. Most classes will
be held at Westfield High School on
Monday evenings, but multiple courses
will take place at other locations and
on other days and times.

Catalogs are mailed to all residents
of Westfield and surrounding towns,
and also are available at local librar-
ies and train stations. Course infor-
mation and registration materials may
be obtained as well on the adult
school’s new website,
westfieldadultschool.com.

For more information, call (908)
232-4050. Registration may be done
by mail or in person on Monday eve-
nings at Westfield High School, lo-
cated at 550 Dorian Road, during the
semester.

Theology on Tap Series
Raises Glass to Faith

WESTFIELD – On Wednesday,
September 10, St. Helen’s Parish in
Westfield will present the second in-
stallment of its Theology on Tap pro-
gram for young adults in their 20s and
30s.

Theology on Tap is a series of talks
held in a bar or pub that creates an
environment in which young adults
can explore the ways in which faith
and spirituality fit into real-world set-
tings. Attendees can discuss relevant
topics, faith share with each other and
mingle with new people.

St. Helen’s four-talk series is run-
ning at Molly Maguire’s in Clark,
with events every two weeks on
Wednesday nights through October
8. Compelling guest speakers will
greet attendees; the pub will provide
a host of drink specials and 50 cent
wings.

On September 10, teacher, author
and national speaker Allan Wright
will speak on “Making a Difference
Without Saying a Word.” His latest
book, “Jesus in the House,” received
the 2008 Catholic Press Associations
Book of the Year Award. Mr. Wright
also serves on the Archdiocesan Com-
mission for inter-religious affairs.

Scotch Plains resident Jamie Novak
has garnered nationwide praise for
her talks on ridding one’s life of clut-
ter. At September 24’s Theology on
Tap, she will step away from clut-
tered closets and examine the diffi-
culties of cluttered souls and letting
go of distractions in “Free Your Mind:
Uncover Your Authentic Self.”

On October 8, Bill McGarvey, the
editor-in-chief of bustedhalo.com,
will bring his synthesis of pop culture
and Christianity to the series’ final
program, “Beautiful Mess.” He will
present his tale of personal conver-
sion in which the arts continually
draw him deeper into the mystery of
God by illuminating experiences of
challenge, loss, grief and love.

About 40 people attended the se-
ries’ kickoff event last Wednesday to
hear Father James Martin, an author
who has gone head-to-head with
Stephen Colbert on Comedy Central’s
“Colbert Report.” Father Martin spoke
about the humanity of the saints who
he says people might only know as
statues or “perfect people.”

Each talk begins at 8 p.m. Those
interested can show up earlier to
mingle and stay late to keep the dis-
cussions and drinks flowing. For more
information, visit facebook.com/
pages/Saint-Helens-Theology-on-
Tap/19101949532.

Molly Maguire’s is located at 1085
Central Avenue in Clark.

Hearing Society to Begin
New Year of Classes Today

WESTFIELD – The Hearing Soci-
ety, located in the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, is resuming its weekly
classes in basic sign language and
speech (lip) reading that will con-
tinue through May 2009.

The first sessions will be held to-
day, Thursday, September 4, begin-
ning with sign language at 9:40 a.m.,
followed by speech reading at 10:40
a.m. Social activities and bi-monthly
luncheons also are included in the
society’s agenda.

Anyone interested in attending
these classes is asked to contact the
society for more information by call-
ing (908) 232-6546 or writing to: The
Hearing Society, 1396 Outlook Drive,
Mountainside, N.J. 07092.

The society also has announced
that Deborah Martin of Berkeley
Heights, a recent graduate of Gover-
nor Livingston High School, has been
awarded a Sarah H. McGee Memo-
rial Scholarship for the school year
2008-2009. She will attend Stony
Brook University in Long Island, N.Y.
Six other students from the Union
County area also are currently receiv-
ing scholarships from the society.

The Hearing Society is a small,

not-for-profit organization founded
in 1931 for the purpose of assisting
persons with impaired hearing and
supporting their efforts to improve
their means of communication in their
daily lives.

WHS Publications Win
Merit Awards

WESTFIELD – The student staff
of Hi’s Eye, the weekly newspaper at
Westfield High School, won a first
place with special merit from the
American Scholastic Press Associa-
tion, earning 945 out of a possible
1,000 points.

Laryssa Borkowsky garnered an
individual award for her photograph,
“Diving into Victory.” Earlier this
year, Hi’s Eye won first place, plus
six individual awards in the Garden
State Press Association competition
and first place from the Columbia
Press Association.

Westfield High School’s literary
magazine, Folio, received a rank of
“Excellent” in the National Council
of Teachers of English Program,
which recognizes superior quality in
student literary magazines.

Kean Board Names
SP Resident Treasuer
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Kean Uni-

versity Foundation Board of Directors
has recently named Scotch Plains resi-
dent Kenneth Goldmann its new trea-
surer.

Mr. Goldmann, CPA, is a partner in
the J. H. Cohn LLP audit group and
currently is the director of its SEC
practice group. Mr. Goldmann services
a variety of clients in the high tech,
manufacturing, distribution and services
industries. His clients are both public
and private entrepreneurial companies.
He holds degrees from Rider Univer-
sity, Rutgers University and Brookdale
College.

Patel of SP Graduates
From Rensselaer

SCOTCH PLAINS – Vaidehi Patel
of Scotch Plains has received a
bachelor’s degree in Biology from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in
Troy, N.Y. Vaidehi graduated summa
cum laude.

WF Student Participates
In Leadership Forum
WESTFIELD – This past July, Kyle

Ripperger of Westfield participated
in the National Youth Leadership
Forum on Law (NYLF/Law) in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Kyle was among a group of stu-
dents from across the United States
exploring the U.S. legal systems. He
will be a junior at Westfield High
School in the fall.

NYLF/Law is a career-development
program that introduces students to
challenging careers within the legal
profession. The curriculum is based
on actual events and real-life situa-
tions, so attendees learn through expe-
rience. NYLF/Law also gave students
the opportunity to visit famous law
firms, courthouses and law schools in
and around the nation’s capital.

SEMINAR ON HOW TO BEAT THE

HIGH COST OF COLLEGE
Free Seminar on College Funding

To Be Held In Downtown Westfield For
Parents of High School Students in All
Union County High Schools.

A free seminar on “Ways To Beat
The High Cost Of College” will be held
on Wednesday, September 10th from 7
p.m. – 8:30p.m. at the Westfield Inn on
North Avenue in downtown Westfield
(near Westfield train station).

This Seminar will cover many top-
ics, including:

* How to double or even triple your
eligibility for financial aid;

* How to locate and apply for every
need-based scholarship, grant, and low
interest loan that your child may be
eligible for;

* How to pick the colleges that will
give you the best financial aid packages;

* How to send your child to an ex-
pensive private university for less than a
state school;

* And much more!
This seminar provides insightful,

straightforward facts you need to know
to receive the most money you possibly
can, and to combat the astronomical
cost of college. Discover little known
strategies that will save you thousands
of dollars.

THE SEMINAR IS FREE, BUT
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED!

Call the automated reservation line
24 hours at 888 817-4824 to reserve
your seats. Seating is limited, and all
previous seminars filled up quickly. So
call early.

Paid Bulletin Board

Sherryl Pascal, Mrs. New
Jersey American Beauty 2008 will
be appearing on the ABC TV show
“Ugly Betty” this fall. In fact, the
series is so pleased with her,
Sherryl is contemplating the
opportunity of becoming a regular
on the show. Not an easy decision
after receiving a call from “Lipstick
Jungle” wanting her back as well.

For now, Sherryl plans to
continue to make appearances on
both shows. She is currently
shooting on the second season of
“Lipstick Jungle”. Fortunately the
Mrs. American Beauty Pageant has
been rescheduled for this
November giving Sherryl an extra
few months to enjoy her title as
well as prepare for this national
competition. Sherryl is so
committed to her work with New
Jersey Ballet and educating those
about dyslexia and other learning
differences. As a two-time thyroid
cancer survivor, she reminds us that
September is thyroid cancer
awareness month.

For information on supporting
or donating to thyroid cancer
charities, you can log on to her
website at www.sherrylpascal.com

WESTFIELD’S MRS.

NEW JERSEY LANDS

ANOTHER TV ROLE

Paid Bulletin Board
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Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

Before you list your home with anyone else . 

DISCOVER the ADVANTAGE of our UNIQUE & POWERFUL 

SPOTLIGHT MARKETING STRATEGY 
Sell Your Home in LESS TIME for MORE MONEY 

 

Offered Exclusively by  
 

DIRECT:  1-877-285-2477     www.FinePropertiesTeam.com 

 

REALTOR-ASSOCIATES® 

& TEAM MEMBERS: 
 

GEORGE BIPS, SRES® 
TEAM LEADER & ADMINISTRATOR 

MABEL T. LEVINE 
DIRECTOR OF MARKETING 

 

DEBORAH CITARELLA 

 

VALERIA GUIMARAES 

I have GREAT auto rates for
seniors, please call me

Building Yesteryear Today

Introducing, by Popular Demand

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Kitchens & Baths

DiIORIO, MORAN, SHEEHAN, MRUZ NAMED CAPTAINS

Devil Gridders’ Strong Skill
Positions Need Protection

TRESNAN, IRVING SELECTED BLUE DEVIL CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Feel
They Have ‘Finishing Power’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Returning only two starters on de-
fense and one starter on the offensive
line, this year’s Westfield High School
football team, that defeated Elizabeth
for the first time in 23 years and won
its first playoff game since 2001 with
a victory over Bayonne to finish 7-4
last year, has focused on it’s first-year
starters to protect it’s talented skill
position players.

Offensively, the Blue Devils’
strength lies with the backfield and
receiving corps with senior quarter-
back Tony DiIorio, running back
Ricardo Johnson and seniors Chris
Sheehan and Jihad Billups, and jun-
iors Pat Gray and Hugo Nolasco as
receivers. Seniors Craig Dyer and
Mike Clark could see action at tight
end and senior TJ Mruz and junior Joe
Ondi are vying at fullback. Backup
quarterback Wesley Belle, a junior,
and running backs, junior Jhakyse
Williams, and senior Brett DeFazio
have had a really good preseason.

DiIorio had seven rushing touch-
downs (TDs) and eight passing TDs
last year, Sheehan set a school record
with 30 receptions and galloped for
six TDs and Johnson had a 75-yard
kickoff return for a TD, sped 742
yards and had eight TDs.

“We like our skill positions. They
are all kids who play multiple sports.
They are athletes,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said. “We just
got to do stuff up front. Block for
them!”

Senior Eric Moran, the only return-

ing starter on the offensive line, will
play tackle, along with junior Mike
Sheehan. Senior Dan Ludlum and jun-
ior Brandon Dietz will play guard and
senior Josh Firestone will be the center.

Defensively, Clark, juniors Chris
Fantini and Ondi, and sophomore AJ
Murray have been battling for the two
outside linebacker positions.

“They are coming together. We still
got some competition at outside line-
backer,” said DeSarno who added, “The
inside linebacker positions look pretty
good,” with Mruz, who started last year,
and Henry Kwok, both seniors.

The senior secondary consists of
Ricardo Johnson, DeFazio
(cornerback), and Chris Sheehan, who

moved from outside linebacker to
free safety. Billups, Nolasco and Wil-
liams, “are still in the mix. They all
had a good preseason so far,” com-
mented DeSarno.

Tackles Moran and Dietz, and de-
fensive ends, junior Willie Johnson,
a starter last year, and sophomore
Nick Matthews will make up the
defensive line.

“We’ve had guys, who got on the
field last year. Chris Sheehan played
a lot. Jihad got out there a lot but we
have some sophomores and juniors,
who are fighting a lot, which is not a
bad thing. It’s a good thing. It’s nice
to have some young kids getting into

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense has been the Westfield
High School boys soccer team’s
strong suit for several years, espe-
cially last year, but this year’s senior
heavy squad also appears to have the
finishing power to score many goals.

“We have almost an entirely senior
team,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “Position wise, we are
still in flux but, right now, we are going
to play a 4-4-2. We have four very
good strikers that will work in pairs.”

The strikers are seniors Tom
McManus, Vlad Bouchouev and Mike
Forgash, and sophomore Joe
Greenspan.

Last year’s solid defensive squad
allowed no more than one goal in any
given game and that defensive excel-
lence led the team to the Watchung
Conference title, the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 finals and a 13-5-
3 record. The good news is that all
four defensive players, who were
named First Team All-Union County,
return for their senior season.

Two of them, Pat Tresnan (back)
and center midfielder Mike Irving
have assumed the responsibility of
being team co-captains. The other
two, Todd Saunders and Nick Brezza,
will occupy an outside midfield and
back position, respectively.

Senior Kevin Murphy, junior Ryan
Jennings and possibly sophomore

Evan Heroux will also secure the
backfield. Jennings, who is also a
wrestler, may contribute some addi-
tional toughness to the backfield

“He’s a tough, tough, tough kid,”
whispered Kapner. “That’s why he is
in the back. His skill level isn’t quite
what Pat’s or Nick’s is but my good-

ness is he tough.”
Senior Matt Isabella, who also

played third base on the varsity base-
ball team, will also play in the center
midfield. In addition to Saunders,
seniors Andy Flood, Malcolm Opoku
and Matt Karnofsky may occupy the

KENNEDY 5 RBI; ALVAREZ 2-RUN DBLE, RBI SINGLE

Pats Rap St. Aloysius, 22-10,
For St. Bart’s Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Electricity in the air prior to the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League championship game between
St. Patrick, the Angels Division
champs, and St. Aloysius, the Saints
Division champs, at Brookside Park
in Scotch Plains on Labor Day, Sep-
tember 1, stirred some wily old veter-
ans to words.

“Should be a real good game, two
good teams! Everybody said before
the season that we were the teams. I
think there will be a lot of hitting

today,” predicted St. Al’s Bob Guy,
who has been with the league seven
years, competed in two previous
championships and had yet to come
home with a victory.

St. Al’s Tom Henderson, a 24-year
veteran, commented, “I won two as a
captain, lost one as a captain, won
two not as a captain and lost one. I
expect a lot of runs to score. They
have guys who hit home runs and we
have guys who hit home runs. It’s
Labor Day! Everybody wants to see a
good game.”

Making his fourth appearance in a

championship game, with two titles
under his belt, seven-year veteran
Keith Gibbons of the Pats said, “This
is the team that we knew back in June
would probably come out of that divi-
sion. When they finished first, it was
no surprise.”

No stranger to title games, Pats’
nine-year pitcher Al Betau has been
in seven, but has won only one. “I
think the game is more for having fun
and enjoying your team. This is the
last game you get to play with them.
We got a great group of guys. Nobody

LAW, GLOVER, KRUPER, CORNACCHIA TO LEAD TEAM

Lady Soccer Raiders Return
Very Strong Defense, Depth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Once again, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team is set to give opponents head-
aches with the return of a very strong
defensive squad that yielded only
eight goals in 24 games last season.

Additionally, the Raiders will have
the luxury of abundant depth.

Relying on their outstanding de-
fense, last year’s Raiders won the
Watchung Conference and Union
County Tournament titles, competed
in the sectional finals and finished
with an 18-3-3 record.

That success was partly due to the
outstanding performance of Jackie
Law, who went on to notch 18 shutouts
and to be named First Team All-Union
County Coaches Poll. Law, a fine bas-
ketball player, used her rebounding
and quick leaping skills to make nu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING AGAINST EXTRA POINTS…The Blue Devils work on defending against extra points during the scrimmage
game against Long Branch on August 26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ST. BART’S OLDTIMERS MEN’S SOFTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPS...St. Patrick defeated St. Aloysius, 22-10, on Labor
Day to claim the St. Bart’s League crown. Pictured, left to right, behind Al Betau are: front row; Kevin St. Onge, Sal Gano,
Jack Kennedy, Matt Marino, Gus Alvarez and Keith Gibbons; back row: Commissioner Dom Lawrence, Jim Killeen, Brian
Dunn, Kevin Spellman, Scott Curtis, Marty Bernstein, Dan Margolis, Brian Glod and Ken Miller

See All-Corbin Team
September 11 Issue
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield had a good (but could’ve
been better) spring sports season and
had to settle for third place in the
ShopRite Cup Group 4 standings for
the 2007-08 school year.

This is the fifth year of the ShopRite
Cup, and WHS’s best finishes have
been the last two years – second (to
Southern Regional) in 2006-07, and
third behind Hunterdon Central and
Southern last year.

Points are awarded only for team
group championships, with 10 for the
champion, 8 for runner-up, 6 for third
place and 4 for fourth place. Westfield
got 10 points from the tennis team
and 6 from the golf team last spring,
but baseball and softball didn’t reach
the sectional finals, and boys track
finished seventh.

WHS scored heavily in the winter,
with 30 points coming from state
titles in boys and girls swimming,
and bowling.

TOP 5 TEAMS PER GROUP:
GROUP 4:
1. Hunterdon Central 75
2. Southern  61
3. Westfield  58
4. Ridgewood  52
5. Lenape  48
GROUP 3:
1. Moorestown 68
2. Camden 55
3. Shawnee 51
4. Millburn 49
5. Roxbury 38
GROUP 2:
1. Haddonfield  99
2. Chatham  60
3. (tie) Ewing, Mountain Lakes  52
5. Rumson-Fair Haven  48
GROUP 1:
1. Metuchen  55
2. New Providence  44
3. Verona  42
4. Pennsville 35
5. Park Ridge 31
NON-PUBLIC A:
1. Immaculate Heart  163
2. Christian Brothers 146
3. Don Bosco 128
4. Seton Hall 95
5. (tie) Bergen Catholic, Delbarton
and Msgr. Donovan  66
Non-public B:
1. Holy Cross  86
2. Bishop Eustace  69
3. Our Lady of Mercy  49
4. St. Rose 37
5. Newark Academy 35

.

FOOTBALL SCRIMMAGES
The final scrimmage will be tomor-

row, 4 p.m., at Kehler Stadium against
Livingston. The first two regular-sea-
son games are Saturday, Sept. 13 vs.
Shabazz at Untermann Field and Sept.
19 at Kearny, before the home opener
Saturday, Sept. 27, against Linden.

Our sources say that WHS looked
very good in its opening scrimmage
against Long Branch. We got up to
Saturday’s scrimmage against
Somerville and, except for one busted
assignment on a counter trap, WHS
looked very good again.

Offensively, WHS spent the entire

WHS Finished Third
In ’08 ShopRite Cup

morning in the shotgun, with Tony
DiIorio and Ricardo Johnson the only
backs. Jihad Billups and Chris
Sheehan were the wide receivers,
along with wingback Brett DeFazio.
Occasionally, WHS went with
Billups, Sheehan, Pat Gray and
Johnson split wide, which has to be a
bit scary for opponents.

The offensive line was Eric Moran,
Dan Ludlum, Josh Firestone, Bran-
don Dietz and Mike Sheehan, with
Craig Dyer at tight end. They looked
good, but good isn’t always good
enough in the Watchung Conference.

Defensively, the ends were Nick
Matthews and Willie Johnson, with
Moran and Dietz at the tackles. The
inside linebackers were T.J. Mruz
and Henry Kwok, a pair of seniors
backed up by juniors Andrew Arnold
and Aiden Scanlon. The outside line-
backers Saturday were Mike Clark
and Nick Fantini, although backups
Joe Ondi and A.J. Murray are both
capable of stepping in as starters.

In the secondary, Ricardo Johnson
and DeFazio were the starting cor-
ners, with Sheehan at safety. And the
second unit of Hugo Nelasco and
Jhakyse Williams at corners and
Billups at safety showed no dropoff in
talent.

Clark figures to handle the place
kicking duties again, with Gray the
punter.

On paper, this is a very deep team,
with roughly 15 seniors, a dozen jun-
iors and at least a half-dozen sopho-
mores who will make major contribu-
tions. The captains are DiIorio, Moran,
Mruz and Sheehan.

TOWN OF TITLES
It was great to see Massillon, Ohio,

finish fourth in ESPN’s Titletown pro-
motion this summer. In fact, the first
(Valdosta, Ga.), second (Parkersburg,
W.Va.) and fourth towns in the final 20
were all high school towns, which was
very cool.

And New Jersey’s own true
Titletown, for those who might have
missed the Devil’s Den last June 12, is
W-E-S-T-F-I-E-L-D, home of the
WHS Blue Devils. With 354 total state
championships (team, individual and
relays), WHS is by far the winningest
high school in state history;
Haddonfield was runnerup has 324,
followed by Asbury Park (323), Tren-
ton (322), Willingboro (297) and
Plainfield (296). Other interesting to-
tal s were: Montclair 265, Moorestown
227, Union 167, Ridgewood 157,
Mountain Lakes 144, Paulsboro 122,
Elizabeth and Morristown 112, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 104, Cranford 99,
Brick 87 and Phillipsburg 76.
WHS’S 354 STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS:
                        TEAM IND RELAY
Baseball 0 –
Basketball, boys 1 —
Basketball, girls 0 —
Bowling, boys 2 1
Cross country, boys 12 9
Cross country, girls 0 0
Fencing, girls – 1
Field hockey 0 —
Football  14 —
Golf, boys  5 3
Gymnastics, boys —3
Gymnastics, girls 0 4
Ice hockey 0—
Indoor track, boys 8 41
Indoor track, girls 0 3
Lacrosse, boys 2 —
Lacrosse, girls 0 —
Soccer, boys 3 —
Soccer, girls 2 —

Softball  0 —
Swimming, boys 21 112
Swimming, girls 11 6
Tennis, boys 16 2
Tennis, girls 4 7
Track, boys 2 48
Track, girls 0  0
Volleyball, girls 0 —
Wrestling 0 11
Total:      Team –  103 Ind – 251

Note: This includes four doubles
championships won by WHS girls in
the New Jersey Athletic Association for
Girls (ironically NJAAG, with a silent J,
is pronounced “nag” – just kidding,
ladies), which was what the girls had
until they came under the NJSIAA um-
brella in the early 1970s.

DID YOU KNOW?
In the May 9, 1963 edition of The

Leader there was an article headlined
“Duncan Field!” It read as follows:

“Charles Matino, treasurer of the
McKinley School PTA, Tuesday night
suggested that the recreation field at
Lincoln School be named in honor of
Robert L. Duncan, director of school
athletics. Mr. Matino noted Mr.
Duncan has served many years. The
board said it would consider the sug-
gestion.”

For whatever reasons, nothing came
of the plan, and, on Oct. 30, 1993,
Recreation Field was named Gary
Kehler Stadium.

HERBSTREIT UPDATE
The highlight game of last

weekend’s Kirk Herbstreit Classic was
Saturday night’s game between
Massillon, Ohio, and Jordan, Utah, at
Canton’s Fawcett Stadium. The
Beetdiggers from Utah won 27-24 on
a last-second field goal. In another
Herbstreit matchup, Cincinnati St.
Xavier rallied for a 15-10 win over
two-time Alabama state champion
Prattville.

‘GLORY’ DAYS
How about the roster of the Watson

Avenue ‘Glory Boys,’ who recently
won the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association title? The team included
former WHS baseballers Brian
Ciemniecki, Jay Cook, Matt DeMasi,
Greg Freisen, Nick Geissler, Ben
Koket, Jim McKeon, Quinton Redding
and Chris Schwarzenbek, in addition
to former WHS lacrosse captain Rock
Stuart.

SWIMMING UPDATE
WHS junior Matt Meserole spent

most of his summer lifeguarding and
surfing on New York’s Fire Island, off
the southern part of Long Island. But
on Aug. 16 he took time out to be
involved in the Swim Across America,
which raises money for cancer. In-
spired after watching Michael Phelps
win another gold medal the night be-
fore, and, despite swimming on just
four hours sleep, Meserole switched
from the 5k swim to a 10k, from
Larchmont, N.Y., in Westchester
County, to Glen Cove, on Long Island.
His final time was two hours, 31 min-
utes, nearly 15 minutes ahead of the
runnerup. But, more important than
any time or place on this day, “Mezz”
raised over $6,000 for the cause, mak-
ing more than $11,000 he’s raised the
last two summers.

Congratulations to Alexi Kuska and
Suzanne Lemberg, who earned All-
America honors for their WHS swims
last winter. Kuska, now attending the
University of Richmond, was named
in the 200 (1:52.57) and 500 (5 .79).
Lemberg, beginning her junior year at
WHS, was honored for her 23.59 in

the 50 free. They both just missed in
the 100 free and on the 400 relay. The
girls medley relay of Liz Hawkins,
Catherine Maguire, Lemberg and
Lauren Sullivan got A-A consider-
ation for their 1:50.53.

GOOD READS
My best read of the summer was

“Our Guys,” by Bernard Lefkowitz.
It’s a story about the 1989 rape case in
Glen Ridge, Essex County, where a
group of male athletes took advantage
of a “mentally retarded” female class-
mate. Since Glen Ridge (population
7,000) is sort of a mini-Westfield, as
far as affluence and sports and
yuppiness, it was particularly rivet-
ing, and had me wondering, could this
happen in my town?

Other worthwhile reads included:
“The Plot Against America” by

Philip Roth, involves a wild (or not?)
scenario where Nazi-lover Charles
Lindbergh wins the 1940 presidential
election from Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, and the quite serious reper-
cussions.

“The Assist” by Neil Swidey, about
a single, white, middle-aged coach
who works wonders with an inner-city
team, the Charlestown Townies. After
changing attitudes and winning cham-
pionships come the tough decisions,
whether to stay or leave.

“The End of Baseball” is a novel by
Peter Schilling Jr. that takes the inter-
esting approach to the “what if” Bill
Veeck Jr. had actually bought the Phila-
delphia Athletics in 1943 from cash-
strapped Connie Mack and followed
through with his plan to make them
into an All-Negro League team. Imag-
ine a lineup with Satchel Paige, Cool
Papa Bell, Buck Leonard, Josh Gibson,
Ray Dandridge, Willie Wells and
Martin Dihigo.

Also: “Praying For Gil Hodges” by
Thomas Oliphant, “The Great Swim”
by Gavin Mortimer, “C.C. Pyle8 0s
Amazing Foot Race” by Geoff Will-
iams, and “White Bicycles” by
Princeton-born Joe Boyd.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
The Devil of the Week will return on

Sept. 18. Every Thursday in-season a
WHS athlete, relay team, coach or fan
will be honored, and earn a free sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East).

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic season. Contact us with
complaints, comments and suggestions
at bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

Matt Meserole

ALVAREZ WHACKS 2 HRS, BETAU 1

St. Pat Sinks St. Luke
For Angels Crown, 27-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“It’s going to be a matter of who
lets the pressure get to them,” Pat
spokesman Keith Gibbons said prior
to the showdown between St. Patrick
and St. Luke for the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
Angels Division crown. “I have played
in quite a few of these and it is more
intense with this game than it is on
Labor Day. We only beat them one
time, so they have the upper hand and
the confidence coming into the game.
None of that matters, it’s only who
wins tonight.”

“They were expected to be here at
the beginning of the year. We weren’t
expected to be here, so I think they are
more worried about us than we are of
them,” said Luke spokesman Luke
Fugett. “We have to play our best
offense and best defense to beat them.
If they win, they are the better team.
If we win, we are.”

“I think St. Luke is going to win,”
predicted veteran “Heckler” Walter
Grzankowski. “Every time I see them,
they play pretty good.”

Sometimes you are hot and some-
times you are not! The Pat men were
hot and the Lukes were not! After two
dismal innings, St. Patrick plated 26
runs in four innings to become the
better team with a 27-7 victory at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 27.

The Pats totaled 32 hits, which in-
cluded three over-the-fence home runs.
Gus Alvarez (3 RBI, 3 runs scored,
double) whacked two homers and Al
Betau (4 RBI, 2 runs scored) added a
single to his three-run shot. Kevin
Spellman rapped a pair of RBI doubles,
singled and scored twice. Scott Curtis
singled three times and scored four
times, Marty Bernstein bashed an RBI

double, singled and scored three times,
and Kevin St. Onge singled, twice,
scored twice and had two RBI.

The bottom half of the Pats’ order
also enjoyed the hitters’ delight. Jack
Kennedy (2 runs, double), Jim Killeen
(2 RBI) and Dan Margolis (run scored,
RBI) all had three hits. Ken Miller
had a pair of singles, three RBI and
scored once. Brian Dunn delivered a
two-run triple and scored, Brian Glod
drilled an RBI double and scored
twice, and Matt Marino had a pair of
singles, an RBI and scored once. Sal
Gano had an RBI and scored once.

Tom Ulichny (2 runs scored) and
Bruce Evans (run scored) each
doubled and singled. Tony Perfilio
went 2-for-2, Harry Semple (2 RBI)
singled and scored once, and Gerry
Riepe singled and scored twice. Rob
Zerafa (run scored), Nash Warfield
and Fugett each had a single and an
RBI. Jim Sosinski singled.

Heckler Grzankowski’s prediction
appeared to be correct when St. Luke
scored five runs on four hits, two
walks and a three-base error in the
first inning. The Pats responded mod-
estly with Gibbon’s RBI single.
Semple added an RBI sacrifice fly
and Zerafa ripped an RBI single in
the third to put the Lukes up 7-1 but
Dunn’s two-run triple uncorked a five-
run spurt in the bottom of the third.

Alvarez launched a solo blast to
begin a five-run, seven-hit fourth in-
ning but the Pats returned emphati-
cally in the fifth with 11 runs on 11
hits to seize a 22-7 lead. Luke’s resis-
tance was futile as Betau belted his
three-run shot and Alvarez hammered
his two-run shot over the right field
fence in the sixth to finalize the scor-
ing at 27-7.
St. Luke 502 0    0 0 0 7
St. Patrick 105 5 (11)5 x 27

Harvey Tekel, the Manager of the 
Weichert Westfield Office, is proud 
to announce that Rich Buontempo 
has joined his team of Real Estate 
Professionals.  Richard has 13 
years of successful Real Estate ex-
perience in Westfield, Cranford, 
Scotch Plains and the Union County area. 
    His expertise ranges from listing & marketing resales to new 
construction.  Rich is also experienced in condos & townhouses.  
He also can help buyers with moving up or downsizing as well 
as helping first time buyers achieve their dreams of homeown-
ership. 
    Richard, along with his wife and 4 children, is a lifelong resi-
dent of Cranford.  For more information, or help with any of 
your Real Estate needs call Richard at (908) 416-6739.

RICHARD BUONTEMPO
Sales Representative 
Westfield Office • 185 Elm Street 
Office:  (908) 654-7777 
Cell:  (908) 416-6739 

Richard Buontempo 
has joined 

Weichert Realtors 
of Westfield

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STUMBLING INTO THIRD…St. Pat’s Dan Margolis stumbles into third base as
St. Luke third baseman Bruce Evans grabs the ball.

REVA BERGER
Broker / Sales Associate
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2005

E mail: revaberger@aol.com

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Introducing two lovely new homes to be built as soon as you decide that a wonderful NEW home is what you
desire.  Located near a large park and convenient to town and schools we await your decisions on colors and
finishes......just the way you dreamed about it.  Custom built to your directions you can be assured these well
built and charming homes will offer the amenities and luxuries you have been waiting for all this time. The
beautiful flow of rooms starting with a lovely two story entry will create the ambiance you want.  Each home will
be a gracious center hall colonial on a quarter acre of land.  Each will have four or five bedrooms, three baths, a
kitchen adjacent to the family room and a fabulous master suite including an incredible master bath and walk in
closets. These are just some of the desirable offerings in these exceptional properties. We will be happy to sit
down with you to show you more about these terrific homes and help you lead the way to the “house in your
head”.  Call Reva Berger for more details.  Offered to the market for $1,300,000.  WSF 0675 and 0674

TWO NEW HOMES IN WESTFIELD

Devil of the Week
Returns

September 18
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By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School girls’
soccer team under Head Coach Katie
Wertheimer has always seemed to
have the proper formula for success.
Since Wertheimer grabbed the helm
in 2003, the Blue Devils have amassed
a 53-22-7 record. Last year, the Blue
Devils finished 14-6-1, which in-
cluded a, 1-0 heart breaker to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the county final
and a 1-0 loss in the sectional semifi-
nals to Bridgewater-Raritan.

Coach Wertheimer feels the Blue
Devils have the right chemistry to

compete for the crown in both the
Union County and the North Jersey,
Group 4, Section 2 tournament.

“I think we ended on a strong note.
Definitely getting back to those
county finals was a goal of ours. It did
not go our way but I thought we
played really well, especially giving
the fact that many people did not
expect us to be back there,” said coach
Wertheimer. “In the sectional finals,
it was tough. After playing the county
final game, the girls were already
emotionally drained, physically tired
and we lost on a controversial call.
Claire Bennett made the save but the
referee called the ball in the goal.
That was a real tough way to end the
season but overall we were happy. We
had a lot of younger players stepping

up, which only means good things for
us this season.”

Standout seniors, Tara Handza and
Briana Goncalves have been named
co-captains. Westfield will rely
heavily on Handza as its top ball
distributor and goal scorer, (13 goals,
8 assists) and Hannah Kronick, the
very dangerous sophomore who fin-
ished with nine goals and eight as-
sists. The squad includes seniors Brit-
tany Cortinhal, Arielle Ziering,
Natalie Morrison, Meridith Clark and
Taylor Manetti, along with return-
ing junior varsity players Kathy
Esler, Robyn Knapp, Grace

MacKenzie, Rebecca Kape and
Molly Maher. Meghan Brody will
start in goal and get support from
Anna Ridings.

“Claire Bennett did such a great
job for us last year and that definitely
is a big position to fill. Brody and
Ridings are very strong in net, very
capable and good leaders in the back,
so we look to them to really step it
up,” said coach Wertheimer.

The defensive outlook appears very
positive. “For once we have size and
speed in the back, some girls who are
tall and not afraid to play with the ball
in the air. They have a real good field
sense whereby we are going to keep
the ball moving, keep it on the ground
and play a possession game. I think
the defense is going to be one of the

strongest aspects of our team.”
Offensively, Westfield should look

very tough however there is a concern
of finishing in front of the net. “We
lost Corinne Parkinson in the middle
of the field, a quality player who
created lots of offensive opportuni-
ties. That is going to be a big position
to fill but we have people who have
been waiting in the wings, including
Knapp, Manetti and Handza at cen-
ter-mid. Among them, we should cre-
ate a lot of offense. Kronick did a
great job for us up front and I’m
expecting her to continue to do good
things. We are lucky because we have
a lot of depth, so it’s a matter of
figuring out the best combinations on
the field at any given time,” said coach
Wertheimer.

In conclusion, Wertheimer noted,
“Scotch Plains is going to be tough, if
for no other reason, they have Jackie
Law in the back. She is really tough to
get past. Cranford should have a good
squad, so the county always has some
tough competition. It’s tough for me
to say where exactly we will fit in.
Scotch Plains is always a big game
for us. It does not matter what kind of
skills either team has, mentally both
teams get up for that game and you
see the girls play out of their minds on
the field. It’s our opener on Septem-
ber 15 (4 p.m.).”

D’ANNUNZIO, HERNANDEZ NAMED TEAM CAPTAINS

Raider Soccer Boys Regroup,
Reload for Interesting Season

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Despite graduating 14 fine players,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys’ soccer team this season
figures to be one the top contenders in
the county, conference and state. Last
year, the Raiders finished in style by
rewarding Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
his 12th Union County Tournament
championship,  Raiders 14th overall,
by shellacking Elizabeth, 4-0.

“The season was a little bit disap-
pointing. It was successful in regard
to pulling out a County Tournament
championship but we expected much
more with the number of seniors that
we had. We ran into problems that
you have no control over; injuries,
some discipline and of course the red
card issue (Two game forfeit-NJSIAA
red card violation) but I still give
credit to those kids. That is now in the
past and this is a new year,” said
coach Breznitsky.

One big setback is the season loss
of midfielder Johann Hernandez, who
scored the winning goal in the county
against Westfield and the first goal in
the county final against Elizabeth.

“He would have been one of the top
three players in the state this year.
Johann tore his ACL playing club
soccer and will miss his entire high
school season. That was a huge blow

to a team that would be very, very
good this year. Now, we have to put
the pieces together,” said coach
Breznitsky. “We’re going to lose that
experience but I still think we have
the potential to be good once again in
Union county. Scotch Plains is al-
ways the team to beat.”

This season’s team will be a differ-
ent type of team, according to coach
Breznitsky. “We have five seniors
with four new to the varsity. The rest
are mostly juniors, primarily last
years’ Junior Varsity Union County
Tournament champs.”

Junior co-captain Joe D’Annunzio,
a tremendously mature individual

with exceptional speed, will lead the
Raiders’ offense. He finished last year
with five goals and two assists.

“He played a variety of positions
and will be up front. We’re looking
for him at this particular point to be
our main offensive threat, although
we have other guys out there,” said
Breznitsky.

Junior Chris Freeman returns at
midfield. “He’s an excellent, fine
player,” said Breznitsky.

Sophomore Blake DeJohn offers
tenacity and quickness, and junior
Brian Kahn has grown stronger and
is expected to have an excellent of-
fensive season. Coach Breznitsky is
very high on freshman Travis Cortes,
considered one of the best prospects
to have come along in many years.
Anthony Zukofsky, a 5’11” junior
will be the Raiders number one start-
ing keeper.

“He was the JV keeper last year
and has come on exceptionally strong.
He is going to be a fine keeper and
will do a great job for us,” said coach
Breznitsky.

Defensively, the Raiders return three
juniors in 6’3”, center back Matt
Greaney, Mike DelSordi and Michael
Henkels. Filling in at the left back
position is newcomer, 6’3” Jason Pearl.

“He has shown tremendous ability
and skills in training,” said coach
Breznitsky.

Additionally, the Raiders count on
some of their other younger talent,
including Brendon McEvoy and Jus-
tin Brownstein up front. Senior Jo-

seph Delprete, a very quick forward,
is expected to do his share of the
scoring. Steven Bello, Michael
Bumiller, Eddie Byron, Brian Fischer,
Zachary Flanzman, Daniel Gore, Rory
Szeto and Ulyses Valazquez are ex-
pected to contribute.

As to the effects of the new turf
field, Breznitsky added, “We always
have preached ball control, playing
the game the way it should and keep-
ing the ball on the floor. Now, with
this absolutely beautiful 70’ x 120’
soccer only turf field, and as I tell the
kids, there are no more excuses as far
as balls bouncing up, hitting divots
etc. If you can’t play on this, you
can’t play anywhere at all. The reality
is that it’s really going to help our
program and our style of play. We’re
confident! Obviously, they will be
well coached and if we can execute,
we’ll be fine.”

Devil Gridders’ Strong Skill
Positions Need Protection

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

the mix,” commented DeSarno.
Clark and Gray are the frontrunners

for the kicking positions. Both have
been effective but, “coverage has been
a problem the past few years. It’s some-
thing that we have been focusing on to
try to get better at,” DeSarno said.

Another major focus has been con-
ditioning.

“I don’t think we are an overly big
team. Things we can control are con-
ditioning, so we work really hard in
the off-season to be in the best shape
we can be,” said DeSarno.

The Blue Devils’ skill players and
conditioning looked pretty good in a
scrimmage against Long Branch on
August 26.

“We have all our skill players back
but we are young up front. It is work in
progress. It would be nice if we could
continue to move the ball but we still

got a ways to go. The next two scrim-
mages will really be a challenge for us
because we face two more tough de-
fenses,” revealed DeSarno. “The kids
are competing hard. It seems like we
are reinventing ourselves defensively
the past two years because we’ve
graduated a lot of defensive players.
We got to do a better job of getting off
blocks. We got to read and react at the
linebacker level and we got to do a
better job of covering people in the
secondary. Our league is going to be
really good this year. Everybody got
better. We are going to have to be
better than we were last year if we
want to compete for a conference title,
get in the playoffs.”

Westfield will open against
Malcolm X. Shabazz at Untermann
Field in Newark on September 13 at
3 p.m.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPPING FOR ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL SEASON…Blue Devil new Assis-
tant Coach Kerri Anness, team captains, Tara Handza, Briana Goncalves and
Head Coach Katie Wertheimer look to lead their soccer team to another winning
season.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING THE COMPETITION SERIOUSLY…The Raider soccer boys get into
some intense action during a practice game with Bayonne on their new turf field.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

SCOTCH PLAINS CAPE COD $489,000
This spacious home boasts 4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths and a newly finished basement. A large
eat-in country kitchen leads to a warm Formal Dining Room with a glass corner hutch and a
large bay window letting in plenty of light. A large Living Room with hardwood floors features
a wood burning fireplace. The den leads to the rear deck. A generous front yard and backyard
on a quiet wooded street near Tamaques Park. MLS # 2562719

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $1,149,900

SCOTCH PLAINS CENTER HALL COLONIAL $899,900

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Stunning two year old 3,500 sq ft Center Hall Colonial, quality crafted by premier area
builder Michael Mahoney. Elegant details, fine appointments, hardwood flooring, 9ft ceiling
heights (1st floor) and open, spacious floor plan highlight this home. Situated in a cul-de-sac
neighborhood of newer houses, this home features a welcoming front porch and gracious
two story foyer. Gourmet eat-in-kitchen, complete with a center island, stainless steel
appliances, granite counters and tumbled marble backsplash. Grand family room with a
cathedral ceiling and fireplace, office, laundry/mud room showcase the 1st floor plan.
Magnificent master bedroom suite with sitting room includes a master bath with whirlpool
tub, stall shower and double vanity, his/her walk-in closets, plus 3 additional Bedrooms and
a full bath. Sliders from the kitchen lead to a private backyard with paver patio. A two car
attached garage and large unfinished basement complete this home. MLS # 2550249

MOUNTAINSIDE SPLIT LEVEL $569,000
This charming all brick Split Level house features 3 spacious Bedrooms and a Formal Living
Room with beautiful French Bay windows overlooking the newly landscaped front yard with
a brand new sprinkler system. There is a Formal Dining Room with French doors leading to
the 3 tiered wood deck. The full Bathroom was updated in 2008. The eat-in-kitchen has
granite countertops, wood cabinetry, beautiful Mexican tile floors and a brand new wall oven.
There is a Family Room in the newly carpeted basement and a half bath. The house features
central air, beautiful hardwood floors throughout and almost a half acre of property...with lots
of potential for expansion.  MLS # 2567048

Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4 Bedroom,
2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite counters, top of
the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete the lower level.
Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes granite counter,
Jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor. Easily finishable
walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features mahogany front
porch and back deck.  MLS # 2539319

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $1,895,000
Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano
is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5 Bedrooms, 4 Full
and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding amenities include:
exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized chandelier lift, 2
Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining Room, 1st Floor
Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens to the Great
Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious Master Bedroom
Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the Finished Basement and
walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2543144

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

GONCALVES, HANDZA SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Have
Proven Talent; Seek WC Title
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Pats Rap St. Aloysius, 22-10,
For St. Bart’s Championship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Feel
They Have ‘Finishing Power’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

outside midfield positions.
“Todd is also being considered as

one of our backs,” noted Kapner, who
added, “We have senior Zach
Connelly, whom we are looking at in
a variety of positions.”

Presently senior Mike Lessner has
the inside track in a real close compe-
tition over junior Adam Fine for the
goalie position. As he demonstrated
last year, Lessner, also a fine basket-
ball player, when given the opportu-
nity to play the field, could be a
vicious scoring threat.

A third sophomore, Ryan Heine,
has also made the varsity.

“We have three sophomores, who
made varsity. Greenspan up front,
Heroux could be in the midfield or in
the back and Ryan Heine (midfield/
backfield), who is a transfer from St.
Peters,” Kapner said.

In addition to Lessner, Isabella and
Jennings, who have played multiple
sports, Saunders and Irving have had
a productive background in youth
baseball. On July 27, 2001, Saunders
was the winning pitcher when the
Westfield 10-year-old baseball team

won the Middle Atlantic Region
Championship by beating Marlton,
NJ, 6-2, in Newark, Del. to earn the
right play in the inaugural Babe Ruth
World Series. On August 8, 2003,
Irving was named a MVP at the Union
County Knights of Columbus Base-
ball Tournament.

“We have athletes who have com-
mitted to soccer. We are very excited
about it and the only luck involved, as
far as I am concerned, is health. If we
stay healthy, with their attitude, I think
we are going to be in great shape. The
historical goal is to win every cham-
pionship in sight,” Kapner said.

Last year, the Blue Devils defeated
rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood in both
regular-season meetings but lost a
tough one to the Raiders in the Union
County Tournament.

“We made one mistake in the semi-
finals of the county last year against
Scotch Plains and we couldn’t bury
any goals,” Kapner recalled. “One
thing we are seeing a lot of this year
is, so far, is our strikers are finishing.
If that continues, we are going to be in
great, great shape.”

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL BOYS SOCCER CO-CAPTAINS…Senior co-captains Pat Tresnan,
left, and Mike Irving look to lead the Blue Devil boys soccer team to an even more
successful season.

Lady Soccer Raiders Return
Very Strong Defense, Depth

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

merous game-saving, notable saves.
“She really stepped up big last

year. She was named as an All-
American by the National Soccer
Coaches Association of America.
She’s been recruited by some big-
name schools. She has been working
hard so she can repeat what she did
last year for us,” said Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing.

Last year, Law, now a senior co-
captain, has always given a lot of
credit to her strong backfield players,
especially center back/co-captain
Stephanie Glover, who could return
the soccer ball up field in a hurry with
her powerful kick, and Bridget
Cornwell, who has graduated.

“Steph is an excellent player. She’s
going to American University to play
soccer. She is six-feet tall and uses
that size to her advantage. She’s very
fast, very strong, she’s great with the
ball and that is why she is going to
play at the Division 1 level,” said
Ewing, who added, “We lost Bridget
Cornwell, our main defensive back,
but we returned other kids who are
excellent, excellent soccer players,
so we pretty much return all of our
defense, which is great. That’s the
strong part of our team and we will
use that to our advantage.”

Senior Tina Camarda and junior
Delia McGee, a Union County Honor-
able Mention last year, did a great job
in the backfield breaking up attacks.
Junior Ally Prestridge will add strength
to the backfield and senior Saxony
Nielsen will be the backup goalie.

Senior co-captains Rachel Kruper
and Katie Cornacchia will provide
leadership in the midfield and for-
ward positions.

“We are going to try to use our
defense to create our offense. Up front,
we are going to look for Rachel Kruper
and Katie Cornacchia,” said Ewing,
who will also look for juniors Sarah
Canfield and Morgan Burke, and
sophomore Avika Shah to find the
net. “Rachel is a very smart player.
She’s a poised force in the middle of
the field. We are going to need her
leadership in the middle to steer us
where we want to go.”

Seniors Jenna McGarry and Sheryl
Markovits, and Emily Nagoumey are
expected add strength in the midfield
and junior Lauren Rosenthal has ex-
perienced playing time.

“It’s a nice mix of kids. We have a
nice group of seniors and we are
going to look to them for leadership
to get us back to where we were last
year,” said Ewing. “We have a num-
ber of young kids who played a lot.
We have really good depth, which is
good to see. Depth is key, especially,
you always get injuries and you try to
work through it.”

The Raiders will host Cranford in
their season opener on Saturday, Sep-
tember 13, at 11 a.m. then they will
host Westfield on Monday, Septem-
ber 15, at 4 p.m.

“It doesn’t get any easier after that.
The early part of our schedule is ex-
tremely tough. To be the best, you
have to play the best,” stated Ewing.

Living
before

ston
like never

NEARLY 4,000 SQUARE FEET. PRICED FROM THE $700’S.
A luxurious home in prestigious Livingston, New Jersey has never been more within your 
reach. Cedar Gate offers 3 and 4-bedroom townhomes in one of the most exclusive, 
convenient locations in the area. You’ll also get a 2-car garage, great schools, and low 
taxes. In fact, you never got this much for this little in Livingston. 

44 Old Short Hills Rd., Livingston, NJ   

Sales Center Hours: Friday-Tuesday 11:00 AM – 5:00 PM, closed Wednesday & Thursday

No appointment necessary. Brokers welcome.

For more information call 973-992-7904 or visit cedargatelivingston.com

puts himself above anybody else, ex-
cept me, of course. That’s a given!”

After a competitive six innings, the
Pats pounced with eight runs in the
bottom of the seventh to streak to a
22-10 victory and Jack Kennedy
played a major roll with a 3-for-3
afternoon, including a two-run triple,
a two-run single and an RBI sacrifice
fly. Gus Alvarez (double) added three
hits, three runs scored and three RBI
to the 31-hit shelling.

Gibbons (3 runs, RBI), Kevin St.
Onge (3 runs, 2 RBI), Scott Curtis (2
runs, RBI) and Ken Miller (run
scored) each tallied three hits, while

Betau (RBI double), Kevin Spellman
(2 runs, 2 RBI), Dan Margolis (RBI,
run scored), Brian Dunn (RBI, 1 run)
and Brian Glod ripped two hits apiece.
Jim Killeen, Sal Gano and Matt
Marino each tapped an RBI single
and scored once.

In three plate appearances, St. Al’s
Tom Baldowski doubled twice,
singled, and scored twice. Art Hobble
hammered a two-run triple and an RBI
single. Mike Walch had an RBI double,

an RBI single and scored twice. Guy
contributed a two-run double and an
RBI sac fly, while Chris Paterek tripled,
singled and scored twice. George
Balint doubled, singled and scored
once. Tim Deegan (run), league home
run leader Bill Aumenta (run) and Joe
Romash each tapped a single and Kevin
Woodring scored once.

After St. Al scored twice in the top
of the first, Curtis’ leadoff double,
Gibbons’ RBI triple and Kennedy’s
two-run triple fueled a five run spurt.
Walch slapped an RBI double in the
second and Guy drilled a two-run
double in the fourth to tie the score

but Pats Alvarez and Kennedy an-
swered sharply with a two-run double
and a two-run single, respectively.

Walch and Paterek scored for the
Als in the fifth but Dunn and Curtis
scored for the Pats in the sixth.
Baldowski doubled and scored in the
seventh but the Pats pounded the plate
eight times on nine hits in the bottom
half. Hobble whacked his two-run
triple in the eighth and the Pats fin-
ished off the scoring on St. Onge’s
two-run double and Kennedy’s sac
fly in the bottom of the eighth.
St. Aloysius 210 220 120 10
St. Patrick 500 402 83x 22

  Sherrie Natko, Sales Associate  ABR
   NJAR Circle of Excellence—2007 

   908-233-3014, Direct Dial 

   908-303-8133, Cellular 
   www.trustsherrie.com 

1116 Ripley Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey 
Public Open House Sunday, September 7th  1:00—4:00PM

Brimming with numerous desirable features, this two year young Colonial welcomes you 
with marvelous designer touches, gleaming hardwood floors, high ceilings, classic mold-
ings, copious windows and abundant custom amenities, The impressive foyer with Brazil-
ian cherry front door and lead glass sidelights grants access to the cordial living room and 
the handsome formal dining room. The expansive gourmet kitchen, with too many ameni-
ties to list, opens to the breakfast area and the fire lit family room. Pampering its occu-
pants, the master suite boasts a walk-in closet and a sumptuous full bath. Four more bed-
rooms, ample closet space, laundry room and a splendid full bath complete the second 
floor. Coveted upgrades, a built-in stereo system, first floor office, a third full bath and a 
quiet location enhance this setting that is unsurpassed for enhancing everyday. Presented 
for $1,195,000. Dir: Central to Sycamore to Ripley

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

WTA Men’s Masters (50+)
Regular Season Final Results:

Jim Oslislo finished with the top
spot in the regular season with a 5-1,
default victory over John Mancini on
Labor Day. Mancini edged Mike
McGlynn in a tiebreaker early in the
reporting period. Joe Donnolo main-
tained the No. 3 position with a win
over Peter Lee, who shifted to No. 4
after losing to Oslislo. Earlier Osiliso
bested McGlynn, who hung on to
beat Don Dohm for the No. 5 spot and
Wendel had a dual defeat of Dohm for
the sixth position.

Seven players have qualified with
eight games or more posted during
the season. Wendel won the most
active again with 22 recorded
matches. Donnolo and McGlynn tied
for second for most active with 15
matches each. Check full results at

www.westfieldnj.com .
1. Jim Oslislo (11)*
2. John Mancini (9)*
3. Joe Donnolo (15)*
4. Peter Lee (12)*
5. Mike McGlynn (15)*
6. Chris Wendel (22)*
7. Don Dohm (8)*
8. Henry Williams (7)
9. Brian Greenfield (1)

( ) Matches played
match played in reporting period.
Report matches to
mcglynn.mike@gmail.com
Playoff matchups: (1st round by Sept.
14)
1. Jim Oslislo vs. 8. Bye
4. Peter Lee vs. 5. Mike McGlynn
2. John Mancini vs. 7. Don Dohm
3. Joe Donnolo vs. 6. Chris Wendel
Semifinals (by Sept 28):
Jim Oslislo vs. winner of Lee/McGlynn
Mancini/Dohm winner vs. Donnolo/
Wendel winner
Finals (by Oct. 12):

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

St. Patrick/St. Aloysius
St. Patrick/St. Luke

St. Aloysius/St. David

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE “LAW”…Raider Goalie Jackie Law notched 18 shutouts last year and was
named as an All-American by the National Soccer Coaches Association of
America.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING SAFELY TO THIRD…St. Aloysius’ Art Hobble slides safely into third
base with a two-run triple in the eighth inning as St. Pat third baseman Jack
Kennedy awaits the ball.

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 11
The 11th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 11 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.
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WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – wwwgoleader.com

Labor Day, 1998: The St. Louis
“Men in Black” successfully con-
cluded their journey to the St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Softball League Title by
executing a dramatic 14-13 come-
from-behind victory over St. Joseph
on the last swing of the bat at
Brookside Park. More than 200 exu-
berant fans watched in awe as Gary
Cardinale slapped a single to right
and John Chupko zoomed from sec-
ond base to score the winning run.

August 22, 2001: Top-seeded
Hunter Avenue got a 6-3 win over
fourth-seeded Montrose Avenue in
Game 1 of the championship series in
the Fanwood Old men’s Softball As-
sociation at LaGrande Park. Speedy
Hunter Mike Ewing ripped a double

and a single, drew a walk and scored
three runs. On all three occasions,
teammate Frank Cuccaro brought him
home with RBI singles.

Labor Day, 1999: There were no
tornadoes, but there was lightning from
the “thunder stick” of Dave Rothenberg
and flashes of brilliance from the glove
of Al Antoine as St. Joseph corralled
the St. James “Gang”, 6-5, in the St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League
championship game on Labor Day at
Brookside Park. After claiming his
second championship in three years,
St. Joseph Captain Dean Talcott had
his contract renewed.

September 1, 2004: Westfield Po-
lice 1 held on for a 15-13 victory over
Sheriff 1 at Memorial Field. Steve
“Voom” Peterpaul rapped three RBI,
including a colossal solo homer. Dave
Wayman went 4-for-4

GUY HITS HR, 4 RBI; AUMENTA HR

St. Aloysius Wins Saints,
Stops St. David, 20-14

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Aloysius launched a 27-hit at-
tack to out-slug St. David, 20-14, for
the Saints Division crown in the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on August 27.

Al’s Bob Guy smashed a two-run
homer, doubled, singled and scored
four runs. Mike Walch whacked three
doubles and had four RBI, Tom
Baldowski ripped two doubles,
singled and scored three runs and
Bill Aumenta homered, doubled and
scored once. Joe Romash (2 RBI)
went 2-for-3 and Bobby Barone (2
RBI) rapped three singles. Pitcher
John Reynolds and Mike Constantino
each went 2-for-3 with a run scored
and George Balint had a double and
an RBI. Kevin Woodring doubled
and singled. Chris Paterek and Art
Hobble each contributed two hits.

Dave Rothenberg (2 RBI) tripled,
singled and scored once to lead St.
David. Lewis Blau (3 runs scored)
singled twice. George Gracia singled
twice and scored once. Pitcher Dan
Nigro and Bill Lawrence each singled
and scored once. Dave Hill doubled
and singled and Tom Maher added a
pair singles. Larry Fleischman, Ken
Blaes, Brian Williams and Jerry
Miccolis each singled.

Aloysius’ Paterek was the middle-
man in a short-to-first double play
(DP). Reynolds performed three nice
plays from the mound and Baldowski
chased down three difficult fly balls
in leftfield. St. David turned a pair of
double plays with shortstop Hill,
Williams and Rothenberg playing
the starring rolls.

“I am proud of this team defen-
sively as much as offensively. Good
leather out there and a lot of power

hitting in this lineup. I always said it,
we jell during the middle of the year
and we played just good all around
ball, even though we give up four-
teen because we know we can score.
Of course, I was very good myself
tonight but it was a good game and a
good feeling to be playing on Labor
Day. I have not been there in six,
seven years, especially as a first time
captain,” said a happy Romash.

Friedlander and Rothenberg each
ripped two-run singles in the top of
the first to put the Daves in front 4-
0. Al quickly answered with seven
runs on seven hits. Rothenberg added
an RBI sac fly for the Daves in the
third. In the bottom of the inning,
Reynolds hollered, “Put ‘em away
guys. Let’s go.”

Guy jacked a two-run shot to cen-
ter. Barone and Hobble singled and
Barone scored on the throw to the
plate, boosting the score to 10-5.

Concerned, Rothenberg shouted,
“Let’s get some life here. Lots of
game left!”

Four Daves tapped home in the
fourth highlighted by Rothenberg’s
triple and RBI singles from Blau,
Nardi and Lawrence. Aloysius plated
three runs in the fourth. Walch
doubled, Romash and Constantino
each hacked RBI singles, and
Aumenta brought home Constantino.

Dave’s Blau tapped a two-run
single in the fifth then Aloysius cata-
pulted the score to 19-11 with six
runs on five doubles and four singles.
Aumenta capped off the sixth with
his solo blast to right center. St.
David scored three runs in the sev-
enth.

“Those guys are an excellent hit-
ting team. We came back a little bit
but we dug ourselves a hole today.
Everybody was limping around and
playing three games in three days
was a little much for guys of age but
they gave it a good effort and we left
it out on the field. There is nothing to
be ashamed of,” concluded Dave
team captain Rothenberg.
St. David 401 420 3 14
St. Aloysius 703 361 x 20

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Redefining Real Estate 
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

770 KIMBALL AVENUE, WESTFIELD

New Colonial offering 4400 square feet of living space borders the prestigious 
Wychwood section of Westfield.  This fine home boasts endless upgrades 
including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by 
walnut inlay, first floor Office, 5 Bedrooms, a Juliet balcony, Second floor 

laundry and 3-car garage.          Offered for $1,499,000 

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  
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Holy Trinity Takes U. C. CYO
Upper Division Championship

It took two extra innings, but the
Holy Trinity Braves outlasted a tena-
cious St. John the Apostle squad, 14-
13, to capture the Union County CYO
Upper Division Title for the second
year in a row. The 9-3 Braves finished
3-0 in the double elimination tourna-
ment.

Trinity plated six runs in the first
two innings, but St. John’s kept chip-
ping away all game, and finally
mounted a five-run seventh to end
regulation play tied at 13. After a
scoreless eighth, Trinity’s Lauren
Monaco chased Rachel Weber home
for the go-ahead run in the top of the
ninth. With the tying run on in the
bottom of the ninth, Courtney
McGovern flipped to Lisa Cavallo at
second to seal the victory.

Alicia Sonsinski tossed a com-
plete game, chipping in two hits and
a run scored. Serena Pantano (4-for-
5, 3 runs, RBI), Sara Killeen (4-for-
6, 2 runs, 3 RBI), Weber (3-for-5, 2
runs. 2 RBI) and Monaco (2 hits, 1
run, 5 RBI) led the offense. Also
scoring were McGovern, Kayla
Pantano, Kelly Glennon and
Catherine Serzan.

Defensively, Shannon Feury and
Hannah Clark patrolled the outfield,

scooping up several balls, including a
big putout by Clark from center to
second base in the bottom of the ninth.

Open House: Sunday September 7th 1-4PM • Westfield • Call For Directions

Visit my website for all MLS listings & Virtual Tours:
www.buyorsellnjhomes.com

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 ext.200

WTA Men’s Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:

REGULAR SEASON:
1. Steve Lee/Clarke Blanton (6) *
2. Dave Cappiello/Joshua Suri (6) *
3. Weldon Chin/Richard Pardo (7)
4. John Mancini/Jim Oslislo (11)
5. Doug Loffredo/Peter Magierski (8)
6. Chris Wendel/Don Dohm (6)
7. Mitchell Greene/Dave Zagorski (3)
8. Michael McGlynn/Irondi Aliche (1)

PLAYOFF MATCHUPS:
1. Steve Lee/Clarke Blanton vs. 8.
Bye
4. John Mancini/Jim Oslislo vs. 5.
Doug Loffredo/Peter Magierski
2. Dave Cappiello/Joshua Suri vs.
7.  Bye
3. Weldon Chin/Richard Pardo vs.
6. Chris Wendel/Don Dohm

SEMIFINALS:
Steve Lee/Clarke Blanton vs. win-
ner of John Mancini/Jim Oslislo vs.
Doug Loffredo/Peter Magierski
Dave Cappiello/Joshua Suri vs.
winner of Weldon Chin/Richard
Pardo vs. Chris Wendel/Don Dohm

FINALS:
Winner of 1st semifinal vs. winner
of other semifinals
() indicates number of matches
played
Six matches required for playoff
participation
*denotes match played in current
reporting period

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING HIS WAY INTO SECOND BASE…St. Aloysius right fielder Bill
Aumenta plows safely into second base in the first inning as St. David’s second
baseman Brian Williams catches the ball. Aumenta also cracked a homer in the
sixth. The Aloy boys won, 20-14 to win the Saints Division crown on August 27.

Susan Dinan
Sales Associate
908-400-3918

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

1 Aberdeen Road, Scotch Plains
OPEN SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 1-4PM

Sitting pretty on a very private park-like lot with nearly one acre of fenced property is this Scotchwood
home. There are wide hallways, spacious bedrooms and a warm inviting family room with wood-burning
fireplace. Entertaining will be a pleasure in the banquet-sized dining room. There are sliding doors from
the kitchen to the deck and patio. Other features include hardwood floors under carpet, lots of closets and
storage space. More storage space in the two-car attached garage and shed is handy for bicycles and all
those extras. Coles Elementary and Terrill Middle Schools are nearby. For added convenience the school
bus for the high school stops at the corner…offered for $599,900.

For additional information or directions,
please call direct:



Page 16  Thursday, September 4, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

www.TownAndCountryProperties.com

848 DIXIE LANE, PLAINFIELD-Open House Sept. 7.Gor-
geous 3 BR, 2.2 BA Col. in desirable Sleepy Hollow. Renov. in 

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 1-4

Aquaducks Make Splash
At US Open All-Star Qualifier

IN SYNC…Fifteen-year-old Anna Fetter of the Westfield Area Y Aquaducks
qualified to swim at the first All-Star synchronized swimming camp this summer,
where she met 1996 Olympic Gold Medalist Heather Simmons-Carasco, center.
Aquaducks head coach Kate Matusiak, right, coached the 13-15 year old team at
the camp.

Synchronized swimmers from the
nationally ranked Westfield Area Y
Aquaducks brought their team hon-
ors from excellent performances at
the US Open held in Ohio at the
Cleveland State University pool. The
US Open is an international meet in
which only the top 12 teams advance
to finals and are considered for
awards. Competition included teams
from the US, Canada and Mexico.

Kim Rizzo, age 17, performed a
solo routine to music from the Trans-
formers movie, and placed 10th.
Miriam Margolis, Anna Fetter and
Rizzo placed 11th in their Sports
themed routine. Fetter and Rizzo then
joined with an Albany-area Y, the
Capital District Sculpins, to compete
in the combo event, a new event on
the international scene. It is a combi-
nation of solo, duet, trio and team
routines completed with all 10 swim-
mers in the pool. The team, renamed

the Sculp-A-Ducks for this event,
placed sixth in their Mambo themed
routine.

Fetter, age 15, and Coach Kate
Matusiak then represented the
Aquaducks at the first All-Star Camp
held at Keuka College, N.Y. Fetter
qualified for this camp by placing in
the top 10 of her age at the East Zone
Age Group Championship in June.
The South, North and East Zones
were each represented by an all-star
team. 1996 Olympic Gold Medalist
Heather Simmons-Carasco was the
head clinician. Matusiak was the
coach of the 13-15 East Zone All-Star
team. The girls days were filled with
working in the pool, dance classes,
overstretching with a gymnastics in-
structor and physical fitness routines.

For more information about the
Aquaducks, please call Coach Kate
Matusiak at (908) 233-2700 exten-
sion no. 324.

WF U9 Fire Girls Kick Off
At Randolph Soccer Tourney

PLENTY OF FIRE…The Westfield U9 Fire girls soccer team had a fine perfor-
mance at the Randolph Tournament. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Julia
Kuhn, Emma Jackler, Emily Broughton and Sophia Reverendo; back row, Greta
Frontero, Claire Prevoznak, Grace Elliott, Natalie Bond and Hannah Mayer. Not
Pictured: Tess Brown, Maddy Davis and Melina McDevitt.

The Westfield Fire girls soccer team
finished 1-1-2 at the 25th Annual
Randolph Soccer Tournament on La-
bor Day weekend to kick off the fall
season for this new team who, ac-
cording to coach Broughton, “ex-
ceeded expectations on many levels,
particularly in our second game of
the weekend”.

In the Game 2, the Fire faced de-
feated the MLBTB Tri-Town Storm,
and took the lead early with two goals
by Emily Broughton. Claire
Prevoznak provided speed on the
outside wing and sharp offensive play,
sending forward Emma Jackler in for
several scoring opportunities. For-
ward Julia Kuhn netted the Fire’s
third goal by pure desire and hard
play to beat the goalie on the short
side and close out the first half.

The Fire poured on the offense in

the second half. Striker Grace Elliott
and her fancy footwork kept posses-
sion of the ball in the offensive zone,
ultimately assisting on the fourth goal,
as forward Sophia Reverendo blasted
a left-footed shot over the
goalkeeper’s outstretched arms.
Natalie Bond’s solid defensive per-
formance created additional oppor-
tunities for the Fire as she delivered a
nice pass to Hannah Mayer, who
avoided traffic and fired a shot into
the back of the net. Greta Frontero
took command of the midfield, com-
pleting several nice passing se-
quences, resulting in Kuhn’s second
goal of the day.

Other highlights of the weekend
was the two goal performance from
Melina McDevitt, who tied the game
just before halftime on Sunday’s game
against the hosting Randolph Wave.

U.S. Open Tennis Selects
Fleischman, 14, as Ball Girl

By FRED F LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Open tryouts
in a tough two-month tryout at the
U.S. Open at the National Tennis
Center in Flushing, Queens concluded
on June 25. With nearly 400 candi-
dates competing in sprinting, throw-
ing skills and ball collecting for 75
spots as rookie ball boys and girls 14-
year-old Kori Fleischman, a fresh-
man at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, was one of the competitors
that set sight to become one of the
elite ball girls along with the opportu-
nity to share court time with tennis
idols.

“My dad, Larry Fleischman, was a
ball boy at the US Open (1978-1981)
so, when I turned fourteen this year,
dad thought it would be a fun thing to
tryout,” Fleischman said. “Once we
knew when the tryouts were, he took
me to a tennis court where I started
practice running and throwing.”

Fleischman tried out her first net
position tryout on June 24. “They had
people hit balls into the net and we
had to run across the court, pick up
the tennis ball and throw them to the
back of the court where the back ball
person was standing,” Fleischman
explained. “I was a bit nervous at first
but once on the court, my nerves went
away and I focused on the task at
hand.”

Weeks later, according to
Fleischman, she received a letter stat-
ing that she indeed qualified for the
second round tryouts.

“During that tryout I did the ex-
actly the same thing but you were on
the court for a much longer period,”
she said.

On August 1, US Open tennis offi-
cials notified Fleischman she was one

of the 50 rookie ball people selected.
“I was so happy with the news. I had
a big smile on my face all day long,”
she said.

When asked to outline her respon-
sibilities of a ball person, she said,
“Be at work on time and do a good
job while on the court. When asked
to be more specific, she replied, “Pro-
vide players with a towel or drink, be
very focused on the tennis ball, run
across the court while trying to make
no sounds with your feet, throw the
tennis ball directly to the back ball
person and get used to a lot of people
watching. Oh yes, have lots of fun.”

In conclusion, Fleischman added,
“Watching world-ranked tennis
players playing tennis before your
eyes is a really fun thing to do. You
also make lots of friends and have a
great time watching great tennis
matches. It’s something that most
people will never get to experience
in their lifetime.”

JCC SOFTBALL CHAMPS…The Mermaids defeated the Red Thunder, 13-5, at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on August 23 to become the Jewish Community
Center Softball champs. Pictured, left to right, are: Mermaid manager Jeremy
Rehfisch, JCC Commissioner Steve Schwartz (Fanwood) and Red Thunder
manager Dan Kadish.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Hyatt Hills Golf Teaching Pro Gary Ostrega

Hyatt Hills Pro Discusses
Execution of the Lob Shot

By GARY OSTREGA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Pros call this technique The Get
Out Of Jail Free Card. The one who
executes it well is said to be a Magi-
cian or a Houdini. The situation to use
it is when you are near the green with
little green surface to work with and
extreme elevation is need. Tiger and
Phil are your best Magicians.

The technique is similar to the
bunker shot, in that one uses his
highest lofted wedge with the face
more open than normal, so that the
bounce is increased. The length of
swing is nearly full with an empha-
sis on a higher than normal finish
position.

The grip placement should be neu-
tral and with reduced pressure. The
sense of the swing motion is a smooth
graceful, syrupy motion as the club
slides under ball. Usually the ball is
in the taller rough and hitting the
grass first like the sand shot will buffer
the energy producing a very high yet
soft landing shot. Pros would say that
the ball lands like a butterfly with
sore feet! A modest amount of prac-
tice will improve the touch necessary
for improved quality.

Gary Ostrega PGA, a Westfield resi-
dent, is the Teaching Pro at the Hyatt
Hills Golf Complex in Clark. Lessons
can be made by appointment at (732)
669-9100.

Nomahegan Swimmers Finish Strong
The Nomahegan Swim team just

completed another successful sum-
mer swim season. Six team records
were broken.

Matt Morgan broke the 15-17 50-
meter breaststroke record. Mike
Oster broke the 15-17 50-meter
backstroke record. Oria Alexander
broke the 13-14 50-meter backstroke
record. All three individual record
breakers were also part of record-
breaking relays. Morgan and Oster
joined Emily Budnick and Caroline
Kupfer to break the 15-17 200-med-
ley relay record. Alexander joined
Kylie Bangs, Maura Colwell and

Krysta Huber to break the 13-14
girls 200-medley relay record. Matt
Daniel, Ryan Hobson, Tyler Lessner
and Robert Lockatell broke the 13-
14 boys 200-medley relay record.

Fabulous swims by all 150 mem-
bers of the swim team led
Nomahegan to tie for second place
in the Union County Outdoor Swim
League. The team’s members, who
range in age from five to 18, all
contributed to the success of the
Nomahegan Braves this summer.
The team was coached by Molly
Dennis, with assistant coaches Josh
Schoenfeld and Katie Morgan.

Kori Fleischman

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Westfield . . . Magnificent 5 bedroom Tudor, w/ exceptional craftsmanship and architectural
integrity. Archways, carved cornices,& dentil molding add to the distinctive style. Recent
improvements include extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer
kitchen, all baths updated, new interior décor & refinished hardwood floors. Dramatic 2
story entrance w/grand staircase , spacious living room w/ fireplace. Garden/family room
w/ barrel ceiling, & French doors  to  raised flagstone patio & fenced grounds. The banquet
size dining room opens to new kitchen and breakfast area. A bedroom/den and newer full
bath off the kitchen for guests or au pair.  Four spacious bedrooms & newer 4.5 baths.
Expandible attic, walk-out basement, rec room, storage & 2 car garage.      $1,550,000.

Open House: Sunday, September 7th 1-4PM • 902 Highland Ave.

Westfield . . . Magnificent brick ranch in a prestigious location on a cul-de-sac. This
home has all the amenities that one could ask for.Great flow for entertaining with foyer
opening to gracious living room  w/frplc and formal dining room. Gourmet kitchen features
a Viking  appliance package, granite cntrs, wet bar w 2 drawer refrig, Heritage cabinets
w/silver drawers, lighted glass frnt panels. Adjacent family room has 2 walls of Anderson
wndw w/tinted shield, corner frplc. Master suite offers his & her walk-ins closets, new
step-in oversized shower w/rain shower. 2 additional BRs, newer family bath & laundry
Full basement has enormous gaming room, media room w/ frplc, full bath w/ whirpool
tub & stall shwr, porcelain tile flr throughout. Extensive landscaping w/ custom lighting
& circular drive. This is a must see. The ideal place to call home.      $1,599,000.

Open House: Sunday, September 7th 1-4PM • 4 Breeze Knoll Dr.

Westfield Colonial in move-in condition filled with vintage details. 
Updated in all the right places, with a sparkling kitchen, two and a 
half redone baths, a finished basement, and central air conditioning. 
Tucked away on a quiet street yet convenient to schools, downtown 

shopping and train station.                    Offered for $649,900

JOHN ASLANIAN

Redefining Real Estate 

Coldwell Banker 

908.347-2042 ~cell 
John.Aslanian@CBmoves.com 
www.JohnAslanian.com 

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090  

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE

PICTURE PERFECT COLONIAL

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007
Direct Line: 908-928-9121
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Sitting on over an acre of park-like property, Twenty-One Fenimore Drive is one of the
most prestigious addresses in Scotch Plains and will be a happy and comfortable home
to the most discerning buyer. As a complete custom renovation in 2006 , you will find
features, not typical in newly constructed properties, which meld gracious old-world
elegance with every modern convenience. From the charming bluestone porch to the
exterior copper flashing, from the park-like property to the convenient powder room
with exterior access for entertaining,  from the grand entry-foyer to the columns flanking
the living room, from the fireplace in the formal dining room to the French doors leading
to the library, from the first floor guest suite to the sumptuous master bedroom complete
with a marble bath boasting dual sinks, a soaking tub and a European shower with body
sprays, from the 23’x15’ kitchen complete with a fireplace, center island, sun-filled
breakfast room and adjoining mud room to the private third floor office area… THIS
HOME IS TOTALLY UNIQUE AND HAS IT ALL! Please call me for a private showing
or come to the open house this Sunday. $1,095,000. WSF0503

Open House: Sunday, September 7th 1-4PM
21 Fenimore Drive, Scotch Plains

Adie Shaalan
• Top Lister Month of August
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Adie Shaalan
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Adie in, and he’ll bring results!
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CLASSIFIEDS
NEIGHBORS GARAGE SALE

Sat, 9/6/08, 8am-2pm
311 / 321 Lamberts Mill Rd

Westfield
Classical albums, iron bed &
chairs, electronics, frames & more!

STORE / OFFICE FOR RENT

PRIME NORTH AVE LOCATION.
1600 sq. ft. with Plenty of Parking.
Across from Garwood Train
Station. $2250+/mo. Call

(917) 692-1819

TUTOR AVAILABLE

Does your child need extra help in
reading, writing or math? Certified
teacher (K - 8), taught in Westfield
with 10 yrs. exp. - familiar with
curriculum. Call Danielle

(973) 993-8633

HELP WANTED

Counter Person w/Mgmt.
potential. Permanent Daytime
hours. Must be mature,
dependable, quality oriented
and have excellent customer
skills! Neat apperance a must.
Retail Bakery in Westfield.

Call (856) 981-8813

WESTFIELD YARD SALE

Sunday, September 7, 9-3
811 Franklin Avenue, Westfield

Clothing, Books, Decorative
Items,Toys, and more:E. Broad
to Linden; Linden to Oak, R on
Oak; L on Putnam to Franklin.

Cancelled if rain.

WESTFIELD Flexible Term Rental

Cheery, spacious Colonial,
3 Bedroom, 1.5 bath. Walk to
Washington School, train, town,
Shoprite. Nicely furnished &
equipped (or empty.) 1-3 months
@ $3395, 4-11 months @ $3195,
Annual lease @ $2895.
(908) 698-2630 Owner is lic. agt.

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

BOOK / YARD SALE
Low, Low Prices!

Sat & Sun, Sept 6 & 7
10-5PM

414 Edgar Rd, Westfield
(off Rahway by high school)

Hundreds of books, clothing, fur-
niture, appliances, collectibles.

MOVING SALE

WESTFIELD
Saturday, Sept. 6, 9 to 3

615 Prospect Street
Futons, Patio Furniture, Tools,
books, yard equipment and much
more! Rain Date: Sun, Sept 7

GREETERS WANTED

Rt 22 W family style restaurant
seeks FT/PT Greeters.

Call Tony at (908) 518-9733

DELIVERY DRIVERS

Steakhouse on Rt 22 W Mtnside,
seeks PT/FT drivers, valid NJ
license and insurance are req’d.
Call Tony at (908) 518-9733

PART-TIME OFFICE MANAGER

Mature, self-starter needed for
operations of non-profit
foundation. Strong interpersonal
and communication skills,
proficient in PC and Mac systems
required. Appreciation of music a
plus. Weekdays 9am - 3pm.
Fax resume to: (908) 228-2741

ESTATE SALE

1612 Boynton Avenue
Westfield

Saturday & Sunday
September 6th & 7th

8:30am-5:30pm
Victorian hat rack, bedroom sets,
sofas, hutch, watercolor and oil
paintings (J.Dawley, Devlin and
others). Disney cels (50’s & 60’s)
characters, toys and posters &
much more. No early birds.

WESTFIELD YARD SALE

Mohawk Trail Circle Block Sale
Sat. Sept. 6th, 9am - 2pm.

Raindate: 9/7
Many houses. Household

goods, books, collectibles, furn.,
records, appliances.

CHILDCARE / DRIVER

12-yr-old boy needs limited
care and rides to after-school
activities, approx. 9 hours/week
(3 days). Driving and use of own
car required. Ideal for HS or
college student. Please call

(908) 232-4493

GARWOOD OFFICE BUILDING

Center Town Commercial Bldg
for rent, attorney, insurance,
professional within walking
distance to train, parking in rear of
bldg. plus free municipal parking.
2100 sq. ft incl. Fin. Basement.

Please call Carol at
(908) 789-3306
for appointment

AFTER SCHOOL HELPER

WHS Junior girl after school, tutor,
homework helper, babysitter.
Wilson / Washington School area.

HM (908) 232-4299
or cell (908) 723-1591

BEFORE SCHOOL CHILDCARE

Needed for one 3-year old boy in
our Fanwood home. 7-8:30 am.
Walk child to school each morning.

(908) 347-8628

DOG WALKER FOR HIRE

Unlimited availability
reasonable rates

Call Nancy at (908) 208-4424
or (908) 232-9491

Fanwood:
John J. and Joyce A. McGeough to

John A. and Jennifer D. Allen, 110
Hunter Avenue, $478,000.

Richard and Faith Miller to Chris-
topher J. and Deena L. Trainor, 315
Westfield Road, $490,000.

Scotch Plains:
American International Relocation

Solutions, LLC to Jan M. and Deborah
R. Skidds, 111 Donato Circle,
$378,500.

Sadie J. Burton to Deborah May,
11 Johnson Street, $257,500.

David J. Baker and Victoria E.
Stubbs to Jami B. and Owen P. Neary,
2457 Allwood Road, $538,000.

Margaret Weiss to Virginia H.
Durett, 36 Yarmouth Village,
$365,000.

Ryan K. and Jennifer A. Manville
to Steven W. Rosone and Stacey
Schilling-Rosone, 1072 Highview
Court, $580,000.

Robert J. Giasullo and Bonnie Sue
Martin to Ryan K. and Jennifer A.
Manville, 2101 Raritan Road,
$799,000.

Susan C. Anthony to Gabriel and
Robyn Feldblum, 2114 Aldene Av-
enue, $450,000.

Stella Compasso to John and Alissa
Montgomery, 31 Riga Court,
$367,500.

Estate of Eleanor C. Brixius to Ellen
Bardolf, 2223 Mountain Avenue,
$255,000.

Arturo R. and Jane M. Olivia to
Karen W. Mc Auvic and Joseph F.
Gozzi, 1940 Farmingdale Road,
$700,000.

Joanne La Rosa to Scott Seyffarth
and Eden Blum, 1577 Shackamaxon
Drive, $980,000.

Mavis A. McCann to James A.
Caldora and Seymour Koslowsky, 179
Maduson Avenue, $250,000.

Lai Yu Wan and John P. Schwinning
to Daniella Buonomo and Carlos
Gramata, 881 Raritan Road,
$457,500.

Lesly F. and Roseline Acacia to
Matthew and Marsha Zuberko, 2247

Recent Home Sales

Newark Avenue, $475,000.
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Ur-

ban Renewall LLC to Susan Fleisch,
341 Coldstream Court, $657,000.

Christian C. Lantry and Pamela J.
Kelly-Lantry to Joshua G. and Stacey
I. Losardo, 11 Scotchwood Glen,
$772,500.

Westfield:
William Steuernagel to Charles

Smith and Kelly Feltman, 306
Roanoke Road, $1,212,500.

Mary P. Ruotolo to William J. Stack
and Josephine Ferrigno, 425 Alden
Avenue, $1,200,000.

Anthony and Marylee R.
Massenzio to John P. and Courtney
M. Mackin, 1070 Wychwood Road,
$2,089,000.

William J. and Michelle G. Crandell
to Meliza Veneracion-Fule, 925 East
Broad Street, $420,000.

Peter I. and Nancy Harley to
Michael and Sharon Messerman, 218
Canterbury Road, $1,592,000.

Xavier and Anne-Sophie Avat to
Edward J. and Heather Robinson,
624 East Broad Street, $898,000.

Alice S. and Robert E. Dillon, Jr. to
James and Donna McAuliffe, 615
Lenox Avenue, $1,350,000.

Leslie E. Greenfield to D. Villane
Construction, LLC, 875 North Av-
enue, West, $325,000.

Joseph Bencivenga to Richard W.
and Rosemarie Cermele, Jr., 640
Drake Place, $350,000.

Anthony Fusco and Sandra Nobile
and Joseph Cappaze, Jr. and  Ann
Sautner and Lucille Fusco and John
Schelhorn and Amy Rokohl to Ihab
Saleh, 528 Cumberland Street,
$407,500.

Christopher and Violet Jacob to
Amy M. Capuano, 515 Trinity Place,
$275,000.

George H. Malgeri and Ryan
Malgeri to Kathleen and Raymond

Garguilo, Jr., 1001 Cranford Avenue,
$669,000.

William G. and Clair C. Connolly,
Jr. to Michael and Kami Carulli, 1000
Cranford Avenue, $695,000.

Michael J. and Deborah C. Riordan
to Kevin and Faith Delaney, 42
Woodbrook Circle, $750,000.

John J. and Joanne M. Walsh to
Ronald Bevan and Kristen Maloney,
614 Boulevard, $800,000.

Virginia M. Durett to Michael
Murry and Audrey Kelly-Murry, 754
Hyslip Avenue, $770,000.

James J. and Kristi L. Murray to
Terence P. Brenan and Megan C. Thee,
862 Rahway Avenue, $477,500.

Jonathan S. Mysel and Karen
Clarkson to Derek and Maria
Broaddus, 910 Tice Place, $770,000.

Scott Werner and Julie Levinson
Werner to James L. Yip and Nga Yee
Yip, 320 Clifton Street, $550,000.

Leonid and Violetta Pesenson to
Hua Chen and David Chiu, 406 Otisco
Drive, $610,000.

Anthony Malangone to Lixin Wang
and Huiping Tu, 11 Tamaques Way,
$517,000.

John and Francis M. Desena to
Albert T. and Sarah A. Lin and Junita
Lin, 22 Summit Court, $845,000.

Mulligan Homes, LLC to Michael
A. and Abby M. Phillips, 321
Brightwood Avenue, $999,000.

William Jason Stack and Josephine
Ferrigno to Victor Liu and Jennifer
Grizmala, a/k/a Jennifer Liu, 576
Sherwood Parkway, $849,000.

Robert D. Mulvee and Barbara T.
Mulvee to Charles B. and Karen L.
Kohler, 734 Shackamaxon Drive,
$930,000.

James M. Sidie to Michael Siskin
and Linda Scuorzo, 209 Scotch Plains
Avenue, $495,000.

Richard and Lisa Sanzalone to
David W. and Tanya B. Kiefer, 572
First Street, $585,000.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

MEDICAL

Medical office in Union seeking
right person to handle precert,
insurance billing. No fault
experience a plus. Fax resume:

(908) 964-0417.

CLEANING SERVICE

Why worry with your house
cleaning? I’ll worry for you.

Good Ref. / 6 yrs. exp.
Call me: Roberta Rocha

(973) 380-2093 or (973) 690-2961

MTSIDE GARAGE SALE

Sat. Sept 6 from 9am-2pm
Many participating houses
throughout Mountainside. A map/
sale item list will be available at
any participating house or at
1443 Deer Path.

APT FOR RENT

Westfield-1 bdrm, 1 bath, cozy
apt on historic street. Walk to train/
downtown. No pets. $1,000/mth+1
mth sec dep. Utilities inc.

Call (201) 993-9629

HELP WANTED

Westfield Symphony Orchestra is
looking for a detail-oriented person
to assist with administration.
Responsibilities include
answering phones, processing
tickets, managing a database,
scheduling auditions & rentals,
and supporting marketing/
fundraising functions. 15 hours/
week + concerts. Qualifications:
superior computer skills, people
and organizational skills, writing
skills, ability to multi-task in a busy
office. Send resume to:
wso@westfieldsymphony.org

SITTER / DRIVER - PT

1 School age girl in Westfield,
MWF after school - 10 hrs per
week. Must drive - use own car to
take child to activities. References
required, nonsmoker.

Call (908) 410-2909

GENERAL HOUSE CLEANING

Laundry, Ironing, Windows
Bring own supplies!

I love animals.
(908) 577-7858

Anna Marie Strazzella to Ryan D.
and Carey A. Benoit, 738 Central
Avenue, $315,000.

Bent E. and Katheryn A. Hoyer to
Matthew C. and Erin R. Eckard, 541
Washington Street, $583,000.

Home Again I, LLC to Jonathan
and Louise Spergal, 817 Tice Place,
$839,900.

Kristen Maloney f/n/a Kristen
Smith to Jeffrey Kowalak and Maria
A. A. Kowalak, 4 Evergreen Court,
$800,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc.
to Jeffrey D. and Melanie L. Singer,
1141 Tice Place, $1,235,000.

Williams S. and Mary L. McKinlay
to Darren and Cheryl Altman, 11
South Wickom Drive, $459,000.

COZY GET AWAY

Vermont Country home for rent.
Londonderry, Vermont

3 BD, 21/2 bath, loft, dining room.
Sleeps 12. Warm family home for
a perfect Vermont vacation to Ski,
hike, bike and shop. Close to
Stratton, Bromley and Magic
Mountains. Minutes to
Manchester outlet shopping.
Please call: Gloria (908) 789-9072

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

PERSONAL DRIVER

Looking for responsible college
student with car to drive 1-2 times
a week pls call anytime for details
and compenstaion, will also pay
for gas. (908) 337-3422

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham, Watchung
seeks Clerks, Phone,

Food Prep & Delivery People.
Must have license and car.

Call (908) 755-3524

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

Warley’s
Painting

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR

Affordable Prices
Free Estimates

973 - 460 - 1274
973 - 474 - 6016

The most cost effective way to get your

home project started & finished.

908-322-4596
201-343-7383

www.gtfmllc.com

Ask For Bill

General Contracting

MASONRY

REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Porches • Steps

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242

40 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Marigliano

Cell: 732-421-0033

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling • Ceramic Tile

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Long Lasting Quality Work

CARPENTER

GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

Additions & Renovations

NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

732-381-3463

MEDICAL BILLING

Westfield area medical billing
company seeks motivated
individual to assist with client
service responsibilities.
Experience with medical billing
software is a plus.

Fax resume to Paul at
(908) 317-6896 or

email Paulb740@cs.com

Service League Reveals
Thrift Shop Reopening

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League has an-
nounced that its thrift shop at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains has re-
opened. There is ample parking behind
the store and also street parking.

Among the featured merchandise is
youth clothing from infants to teenag-
ers, including shoes and boots. Popular
brand names are available. Jeans are
priced at $4 or less, and most shirts, T-
shirts, girls’ blouses and skirts, warm-
up clothes and pants are $5 or less.

The shop is open Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. For more details or
directions, call (908) 322-5420. NJ
Transit bus 59 stops in front of the store.
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WF Cooking Workshop
Highlights Local Produce

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Trailside Nature and Science Center
will offer a cooking workshop featur-
ing locally grown produce for adults at
the Classic Thyme Cooking School in
Westfield on Monday, September 8,
from 7 to 10 p.m.

Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said attendees will learn how to prepare
food grown in their own backyards.

There is still an abundance of farm-
fresh produce in September, and New
Jersey’s many farmers’ markets offer a
variety of fruits and vegetables.

Chef David Martone of the Classic
Thyme Cooking School will guide at-
tendees through the preparation of an
entire meal – salad, soup, entrée and
dessert – using locally grown produce.

Students will learn where to find
seasonal produce, how to prepare dishes

and then enjoy eating a healthy meal in
this full-participation class. A short in-
troductory presentation by a Trailside
naturalist will highlight the environ-
mental benefits of cooking with local
produce.

The cooking class will meet at the
Classic Thyme Cooking School, lo-
cated at 710 South Avenue in Westfield.
The fee is $35 per person for residents
of Union County and $40 for out-of-
county participants.

Space is limited, so pre-registration is
required. Those interested should call
Trailside for space availability and di-
rections to the Classic Thyme Cooking
School. Those attending should plan to
arrive 15 minutes prior to the event.

For additional information about this
event or other upcoming programs and
special events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

GARDEN VARIETY…Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League Mary
Young, Juliette Lewis and Evelyn Whitehorne; Summit Unitarian Church’s Jean
Crichton and Master Gardeners Joanne Krueger and T.J. Karns pose beside a new tree
marker at the “Iced Tea and a Garden Tour” event hosted by the Master Gardeners.

Greater Record Show Comes
To Springfield in September
SPRINGFIELD – The Greater New

Jersey Record & CD Show will host
a record show on September 14 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Holiday Inn,
Route 22 West in Springfield.

Attendees will be able to find deals
on rare record albums, dollar records,
CDs and music memorabilia. Record
shows are one-day musical market-
places in which hundreds of music
lovers browse through the wares of
more than 75 vendors, selling records,
45s, CDs, video and DVDs and music
memorabilia.

Vendors regularly travel from
across the United States and Canada,
bringing regional rarities to tempt the
knowledgeable collectors in the local
area. Although music DVDs and vid-
eos, CDs and memorabilia can be
found at the record show at great
prices, the main thrust is records –

affordable LPs, rare 45’s and unusual
albums.

Online auctions can drive prices
up, but at the record show, attendees
can browse, see and touch the item
they would like to buy and check its
condition – a key factor in the deci-
sion to buy a collectable record.

The admission is $6 for adults, $3
for seniors, and kids under 12 will be
admitted for free.

For more information on the Greater
New Jersey Record Show, call (908)
541-0511, e-mail
GNJRecordShows@yahoo.com or
visit izzymusic.com/
record_shows.htm.

The last record show this year will
be held on December 7. Shows taking
place in 2009 will be held on March
8, June 14, September 13 and De-
cember 13.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/23/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 Weequahic Park Drainage Improvements, Contract No. 058024080;
From East of North Broad Street to West of Meeker Avenue, Township of

Hillside and City of Newark, Counties of Union and Essex,
Federal Project No: NHS-0040 (158), DP  NO: 08142

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

For Federal projects,  Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of
Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution. Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 9/23/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Maintenance Beam Guide Rail & Attenuator Repair Contract, North - 2009; Various
locations including North of Route 57, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,
Sussex, Union and part of Warren Counties; 100% State; DP  No: 08460

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
sealed bids will be received by the Board
of Education of the Town of Westfield,
New Jersey, in the Board of Education
office, 302 Elm Street, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, at 11:00 AM (Prevailing
Time) on September 18, 2008 at which
time bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud for:

“INSTALLATION OF AIR
CONDITIONING AND RE-
LATED WORK AT VARIOUS
LOCATIONS AT WESTFIELD
HIGH SCHOOL R32-17"

Plans and Specifications will be avail-
able on September 5, 2008.

Plans, specifications, form of bid, con-
tract and bond for the proposed work and
other contract documents thereto, as pre-
pared by  M. Disko Associates, are on file
in their offices at 151 Sumner Avenue,
Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033, and may
be examined at the office of M. Disko
Associates during normal business hours.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Plans and Specifications by the Engi-
neer, upon proper notice and payment of
a check for One Hundred Seventy-Five
($ 175.00 ) Dollars for each set, payable
to M. DISKO ASSOCIATES, said cost
being the reproduction price of the docu-
ments and is not returnable.

Proposal forms (as contained in the
Specifications) provide for the awarding of
all the work to the lowest qualified bidder
under a single contract.

The guaranty accompanying the bid shall
be given in the amount of ten percent
(10%) of the bid and may be given at the
option of the bidder by a Certified Check or
Bid Bond from a reputable insurance com-
pany.

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00, bidders
must be prequalified by the New Jersey
Department of the treasury, Division of
Building and Construction, prior to the
date bids are received. Any bid submitted
under the terms of the New Jersey statues
not including a copy of a valid and active
Prequalification/Classification Certificate
will be rejected as being nonresponsive to
bid requirements.

All bidders must be prequalified in ac-
cordance with Chapter 105, Laws of 1962,
as amended by Chapter 188, Laws of
1968 as set forth in Instructions to Bidders.

Labor in connection with the project shall
be paid not less than wages as listed in
Prevailing Wage Rate Determination pur-
suant to Chapter 150 of the New Jersey
Laws of 1963, or the U. S. Department of
Labor Wage Determinations, whichever
are higher for each class of labor.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.S.J.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq., pertaining to the “Pub-
lic School Contracts Law.”

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of Affirmative Action Regu-
lation P.L. 1975, Chapter 127 (NJAC
17:27).

Bids may be held by the Board of Educa-
tion for a period not to exceed sixty (60)
days from the date of the opening of Bids
for the purpose of reviewing the bids and
investigating the qualifi-cations of bidders,
prior to awarding of the Contract.

This project is being funded in part by
funds from the Economic Development
Authority (EDA) pursuant to the terms of
an Agreement between the School District
and the EDA. All contractors and subcon-
tractors engaged by the Board of Educa-
tion to work on this project agree to be
bound by the terms of this Agreement.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids or to waive
informality in the bidding if in its judgment
the School Board and public interest will
be served by so doing.

By order of the Board of Education,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Robert Berman
Business Administrator
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Westfield Area Y Receives
$2,500 Grant from PepsiCo
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Y announced it was awarded a
$2,500 grant from PepsiCo, one of
the world’s largest food and beverage
companies, and its Smart Spot pro-
gram, a health and wellness program
related to Activate America, a long-
term initiative designed to strengthen
and promote the YMCA’s abilities to
help more Americans live healthier
lives.

Specifically, the grant money will
be used to add a healthy living com-
ponent for the moms, dads and
caregivers who participate in the
Playtime Adventures program.

In this program, children along with
their parent or caregiver participate
in activities that help develop dexter-
ity, flexibility and gross motor skills.
A fun array of equipment is used
during indoor gym. This grant is one
of 400 that PepsiCo is allocating to
YMCAs around the country, for a
total gift of $1 million for 2008.

“PepsiCo and the YMCA have a

shared commitment to find better
ways to help Americans lead healthier
lifestyles,” Mica Wilson of Healthier
Lifestyles Marketing for PepsiCo
said. “Working together, we have tre-
mendous potential to encourage indi-
viduals and families across the coun-
try to become more physically active
and make better nutritional choices.”

Activate America is the YMCA’s
response to our nation’s growing
health crisis. The YMCA is redefin-
ing itself and engaging communities
across the country to better support
Americans of all ages who are strug-
gling to achieve and maintain a well-
being of spirit, mind and body.

PepsiCo’s commitment to offering
consumers healthier products is re-
flected in the implementation of its
Smart Spot symbol – a designation
that makes it easier for consumers to
identify PepsiCo products that con-
tribute healthier lifestyles. Products
that feature the Smart Spot symbol
meet established nutrition criteria
based on authoritative statements
from the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and the National Academy of
Sciences or have other functional
benefits.

“We are very grateful for PepsiCo’s
support of our health and wellness
initiatives,” Jennifer Hessberger,
Westfield Area Y Senior Director of
Physical Programming said.
“Through our long-term alliance, we
are working together to reverse our
country’s obesity epidemic and the
dangerous course of physical inactiv-
ity and poor nutrition that threatens
the long term-health of our country.”

The Westfield Area Y is a nonprofit
human service organization dedicated
to developing the full potential of
every individual and family in the
communities it serves through pro-
grams that build healthy spirit, mind
and body for all. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

The Westfield Area Y serves the
communities of Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield. For more
information on the Westfield Area
Y’s programs for seniors, adults, teens
and youth, call (908) 233-2700 or
visit them on the web at
westfieldynj.org.

Rolling Thunder POW
Freedom Ride Set Sept. 21

ROSELLE – This year’s annual
Rolling Thunder ride for freedom will
take place on September 21 in honor
of POW/MIA Recognition Day — a
day of remembrance and hope for the
speedy and safe return of American
prisoners of war and those still miss-
ing in action. It also seeks the return
of the remains of fallen soldiers.

The first official commemoration
of POW/MIAs was July 18, 1979. It

was the result of resolutions passed in
Congress. The first national ceremony
was held on this date. Over the next
several years, it was held on varying
dates of the year. Finally, in 1986,
The National League of Families pro-
posed the third Friday in September
as a day to recognize and remember
POW/MIAs. This date was selected
because it is not associated with any
wars. Each year, the President of the
United States issues a proclamation
on this day.

Riders should assemble in
Warinanco Park in Roselle. The des-
tination is the NJ Vietnam Veterans’
Memorial in Holmdel, where wreath-
laying ceremonies will take place,
guest speakers will give speeches,
and food vendors will be available.
No alcohol is permitted.

Registration will be at 8 a.m., with
departure at 11:30 a.m. The partici-
pation fee is $3 to cover tolls, ex-
penses and a donation to the New
Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial
Foundation and Vietnam Era Educa-
tional Center.

The ride is sponsored by Rolling
Thunder, Inc., New Jersey Chapter 2,
New Jersey Vietnam Veterans’ Me-
morial Foundation.

For more information, contact Roll-
ing Thunder, Inc., New Jersey Chap-
ter at (609) 971-3544 or online at
rollingthunder-nj2.org.

Helmets are required – violators
will be ticketed.

Residents should be aware of the
following motorcycle route. It will
depart Warinanco Park and take St.
George’s Ave. to Route 27 South. The
cavalcade will turn off Main St. in
Woodbridge and turn onto Route 9
South and cross over the Edison Bridge.

The route will continue on Route
35 through Sayreville and turn onto
Laurence Harbor Road. The proces-
sions will then enter the parkway at
Exit 120 and follow the Garden State
Parkway heading south in the local
lanes to exit 116 (PNC Bank Arts
Center and New Jersey Vietnam Vet-
erans’ Memorial). The public is in-
vited to come out and bring flags to
show support for all veterans along
the parade route.

Premiere Stages Presents
Acclaimed Rabbit Hole

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University continues its 2008 season
with David Lindsay-Abaire’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning play Rabbit Hole. In
the drama, which was awarded
Broadway’s most heralded play of
2006, a couple struggles to pick up
the pieces after a life-shattering acci-
dent leaves them drifting perilously
apart. Rabbit Hole charts their bitter-
sweet search for comfort and a path
back into the light of day.

The Associated Press called Rab-
bit Hole “A startling, heartfelt new
play.” The New York Times added, “A
beautifully observed new play blessed
with David Lindsay-Abaire’s custom-
ary wit and grace.”

The production is directed by Pre-
miere Stages Artistic Director John
Wooten and features a professional
Actors’ Equity Association cast.

“This is a beautiful and thoroughly
engrossing play that touches the soul
of all who see it. David Lindsay-
Abaire skillfully navigates his way
through a familiar issue while keep-
ing it poignant, unsentimental and
remarkable in both its relevance and
impact,” Mr. Wooten said.

Rabbit Hole runs from Friday, Sep-
tember 5, through Sunday, Septem-
ber 21, in Kean University’s Zella
Fry Theatre. There is a 2 p.m. perfor-
mance on September 19. Sunday per-
formances begin at 3 p.m. and Thurs-
day through Saturday evenings run

at 8 p.m. A special open-captioned
performance will be held on Sep-
tember 21.

To order tickets, get on the mailing
list, or to inquire about a special res-
taurant package with the Garden Res-
taurant, call the Wilkins Theatre Box
Office at (908) 737-SHOW (7469),
or visit kean.edu/premierestages.
Photos are available upon request.
For group sales, call Paul Whelihan at
(908) 737-4077.

Music Together Returns
To Watchung Center
WATCHUNG – Music Together –

a music-education program for in-
fants, toddlers and preschoolers – has
returned.

In a Music Together class, up to 12
children and their caregivers experi-
ence songs, chants, movement activi-
ties and instrumental jam sessions.

Classes are based on the concept
that all children are musical. All chil-
dren can learn to sing in tune, keep a
beat and participate.

Classes last 45 minutes and will be
offered Monday and Tuesday morn-
ings at 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. for 10
weeks, beginning September 22.

Those interested should contact
Patricia Price, director, at (908) 755-
7510 for more information, or visit
musictogetherofberkeleyheights.com.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and 1/2 popcorns

It helps if you dig the genre, a rock
‘n’ roll sliver of the old Show Biz tale
that arguably began with Tommy
Sands’ title role in the Kraft TV The-
atre production of The Singin’ Idol
(1957). Not that The Rocker will join
that movie, American Hot Wax (1978)
or Almost Famous (2000) in the pan-
theon of essential rock films. It merely
keeps the beat.

Only the idea – a second chance at
the bright lights, big city and all those
groupies – is great. A rock variation on
Damn Yankees (1958), but without the
Faust stuff, its first stop is the 1980’s.

There, Robert “Fish” Fishman is
gloriously banging the skins for heavy
metal icons-to-be, Vesuvius. All signs
are go. Then the roof falls in. He’s out!

Fast-forward 20 years. Fishman,
only adequately portrayed by Rainn
Wilson, is working a nondescript job
for a humdrum Cleveland corpora-
tion, his loser co-workers unaware of
his near brush with stardom. They
extol the virtues of Rock Hall of Fame-
bound Vesuvius. Fish needs no great
hubbub to be fired. We suspect it’s a
regular ritual.

Down and out again, self-defined
only by what he has not become, he is,
in a figure of speech, a Fish out of
champagne. Darkening his sister Lisa’s
(Jane Lynch) doorstep, doubtfully for
the first time, he is lovingly/begrudg-
ingly granted the attic until he can
once again get his act together. The
cost? A lecture about growing up.

Of course, he has no such intention,
at least not in this part of the primarily
predictable plot. The dude is just crash-
ing. But because he doesn’t really
believe he’ll have another stab at fame,
what follows holds more fascination
than it should. Still, a gullibility pill
wouldn’t hurt when nephew Matt im-
plores: The prom is nigh. His band
needs a drummer.

Jump tracks with the screenplay for
a bit. It’s no longer all about Fish as we
meet the acronymically named A.D.D.,
as in Attention Deficit Disorder, each
member with a tale of woe. Well, as
much woe as is dramatically healthy
for a bunch of privileged teenagers.
Curtis is moody; Amelia is an emerg-
ing feminist, and Matt, well, Matt’s
fat…but jovial.

They do the prom to mixed reviews,
Fish’s hotdogging earning the group’s
displeasure. Gosh. He can’t even make
it with this bunch of overgrown mop-
pets. He entreats them. To sweeten the
plea, he paints the rock ‘n’ roll equiva-

The Rocker: Shake, Rattle
And Redemption

lent of lollipops and sugarplum fair-
ies. He will get them a real, honest to
goodness gig. O.K., he’s on probation.

Now, assuming Fish can revive some
old contacts, only one thing blocks the
road they hope to take their show
on…namely, the parents. Unfortu-
nately, after receiving approval, they
soon screw up. Only Matt’s father,
Stan (Jeff Garlin), isn’t upset, as he
asks, “What’s it like to trash a hotel
room?” The other moms and dads
hardly share the vicarious thrill.

But then, this film just brims with
grace. Calming the parents whilst rais-
ing her stock in the script, Curtis’
mom, Kim, played by Christina
Applegate, offers to chaperone the
gang. It’s obvious, she notes, that Fish
isn’t adult enough for the task. She and
the reclaimed drummer sharpen knives.
But we can guess the real upshot of all
this.

Along the yellow brick highway
traversed by the star-struck crew, they
accumulate the human trappings com-
mon to their musical quest. Howard
Hesseman is Gator, the tour bus driver/
roadie who’s seen it all. And, in the
film’s one truly authentic portrayal,
Jason Sudeikis is a rip as David
Marshall, the smarmy, duplicitous
record company agent.

His performance is indicative of
what the film does best. While you can
expect no great twists or turns from
The Rocker, it does spew some decent
side business and philosophy about
the pursuit in question. Acerbity and
warm glows take turns entertaining
the emotions, if not totally capturing
the imagination. The kids are O.K.

Singer/composer Teddy Geiger ac-
ceptably overplays brooding Curtis,
the front man whose abandonment
issues help inspire his wistful creativ-
ity. Winsome in a well-scrubbed way
is Emma Stone’s Amelia. We see her
doing the scene a few years and then
running for Congress. Josh Gad’s Matt
assures the rock dream doesn’t ex-
clude the hefty.

Indeed, a better lead might have
instilled a more credible note…but to
what purpose? As is, Mr. Rainn’s per-
formance serves the film’s pop culture
silliness, its tone no more important
than a beach blanket movie. True, it
won’t find a place on anyone’s hit
parade. But when it comes to upbeat,
wish-fulfilling mediocrity, The Rocker
is down with it.

* * *
The Rocker, rated PG-13, is a Twen-

tieth Century Fox release directed by
Peter Cattaneo and stars Rainn Wil-
son, Teddy Geiger and Christina
Applegate. Running time: 102 min-
utes

PAWS TO READ…As part of the Westfield Memorial Library’s “Paws to Read”
program, Joshua Stryker entertains yellow Labrador Mia, while his mother,
Kelly Stryker, left, and Mia’s owner, Stacy Levy, listen. The Youth Services
Department provides certified therapy dogs to young readers who want to
practice reading aloud to friendly, non-judgemental ears. This summer 34
children participated in the program.

MusicFest ’08 to Go On
‘Rain or Shine’ in Cranford
Editor’s Note: Read an interview

with Cracker on page 20
CRANFORD — Union County’s

MusicFest ’08 will be held this week-
end on Friday night and all day Satur-
day at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

The two-day event is headlined by
Everclear on Friday night and the B-
52’s on Saturday night. For a complete
schedule, see ucmusicfest.com.

County spokesman Sebastian D’Elia
said the event would take place at
Nomahegan Park “rain or shine.” The
National Weather Service has predicted
a 50 percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms on Friday night and a
70 percent chance of rain on Saturday
and Saturday night as Tropical Storm
Hannah moves through the region.
The storm was expected to reform as a
hurricane and come ashore along the
southeastern coastline on Friday.

Parking is available as follows: Fri-

day, September 5, Union County Col-
lege, 1033 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, 3 p.m. to end, and at Verizon,
1100 Orange Avenue, Cranford, from
5 p.m. to end.

Saturday, David Brearly High
School, Kenilworth Boulevard,
Kenilworth, from 10 a.m. to end;
Schering-Plough Corporation, 2000
Galloping Hill Road, Kenilworth, from
10 a.m. to end; Verizon 1100 Orange
Avenue, Cranford, from 11:30 a.m. to
end; Cranford Train Station, North
Avenue, from 10 a.m. to end, and
preferred parking at $10 per car at
Union County College, 1033 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, from 11 a.m.
to end.

Free shuttle service will be pro-
vided at all free parking lot locations
on Saturday. MusicFest hours are 4 to
10 p.m. on Friday, and 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. on Saturday.
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Gallery Exhibits FW
Resident’s Photographs

FANWOOD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is pre-
senting an exhibit of photographs by
Greg Cummings of
Fanwood in the gal-
lery space at the
Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, lo-
cated at 633 Pearl
Street in Elizabeth.
A selection of his
photographs, en-
titled “Reflections,”
is on display at the
Pearl Street Gallery
until October 2. Gal-
lery hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.

“We are pleased
to have Mr.
Cummings’ beauti-
ful photographs on
display. I hope this
work by a talented
Union County artist
will attract a new au-
dience to the fine
programs available
through the Office
of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs,”
said Freeholder
Chairman Angel
Estrada.

Mr. Cummings exhibits his photo-
graphs in solo and group shows in New
Jersey, Connecticut and Rhode Island.
He has received many awards for his
work, including first place in the 2008
Union County Senior Art Show and
Best in Show and First Place in previ-
ous years. Mr. Cummings also earned
a Best in Show in the Friends of Wild-
life Refuges of Rhode Island Photo
Contest as well as awards in the
Wickford Art Association Juried Shows

in Rhode Island.
“The most important feature of all

my cameras is the viewfinder. I simply
shoot what I see,”
Mr. Cummings
said of his work.

Mr. Cummings
photographs with
35mm film and
digital cameras.
Except for a polar-
izing filter, none of
his images have
been manipulated
or altered. His busi-
ness travels
throughout the
United States and
Europe and gives
him ample oppor-
tunity to find inter-
esting subjects to
explore through his
viewfinder.

Back home, Mr.
Cummings chairs
the Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning
Board, a volunteer
position he has held
for 12 years.

The exhibit of-
fers a wide experi-
ence of his re-
flected images.

Visit his photography online at
gregcummingsphotography.com.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are wel-
come to apply. For more information
about the Pearl Street Gallery or other
programs, please contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs, 633 Pearl St., Elizabeth, N.J.
07202. Telephone: (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay users can dial 711. E-mail:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

‘AUTUMN REFLECTION’…This
aptly named photograph by Fanwood
resident Greg Cummings is currently
being showcased in the gallery space at
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs. The photogra-
phy exhibit will run until October 2.
Union County artists interested in hav-
ing their work displayed in the gallery
are welcome to apply.

INTERGENERATIONAL ORCHESTRA...The New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) Summer Symphony Orchestra, directed by Janet Lyman, performed
a free concert for the public at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield this July.  This
intergenerational orchestra is only one of the many musical opportunities presented
by the NJWA.

Published Poet to Read
At FW’s Carriage House

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series has invited the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, September 16, at 8 p.m. in the
Kuran Arts Center on Watson Road,
off North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall. The featured
reader will be Christine Redman-
Waldeyer. Ms. Redman-Waldeyer’s
first collection of poems, “Frame by
Frame,” was published by Muse-Pie
Press in 2007. Her work has been
widely published in journals such as
the Paterson Literary Review, Lips and
Exit 13 Magazine.

A professor of writing and journal-
ism at Passaic County Community
College in Paterson, she received her
doctorate from the Caspersen Program
of Drew University with a concentra-
tion in writing. A broadside of her
doctoral dissertation essay on poetry
as a source of healing is scheduled for
publication in 2008 by Muse-Pie Press.

Ms. Redman-Waldeyer, whose third
child was born in August, is a lifelong
resident of Monmouth County and
lives with her family in Manasquan.

The Carriage House Poetry Series,
celebrating its 10th anniversary this
year, has featured some of the finest
poets writing today, including Renée
Ashley, Robert Carnevale, Catherine
Doty, Pulitzer Prize recipient Stephen
Dunn, Alicia Ostriker and National
Book Award winner Gerald Stern.
Readings are held in the Patricia Kuran
Arts Center, a historic Gothic Revival
structure that was once a 19th Century
carriage house, hence the name of the
series.

The September 16 reading is free
and open to the public. An open mic
will follow the featured performance,
so attendees are invited to bring a

poem of their own and join in on the
reading. For information, call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information, visit
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

 Oklahoma! to Open
Paper Mill’s Season

MILLBURN – Paper Mill Play-
house announced the opening of the
theatre’s 70th season with Rodgers
and Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! The
play will run at the Millburn theatre
from September 17 through October
19.

Oklahoma!, directed by Paper Mill
favorite James Brennan, will play the
following performance schedule:
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 8
p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Single tickets are now on sale and
range in price from $25 to $92. Stu-
dent-rush tickets are $20 and are avail-
able the day of performance in person
with current student ID.

Tickets may be purchased by call-
ing (973) 376-4343, at the Paper Mill
Box Office on Brookside Drive in
Millburn or online at papermill.org.
Groups of 10 or more can receive up
to a 25 percent discount on tickets
and should call (973) 379-3636, ex-
tension 2438.

Paper Mill also announced a Fam-
ily Week special offer. From Wednes-
day, September 17, through Sunday,
September 21, buy one adult ticket at
full price and receive a child’s ticket
at half price.

This offer is subject to availability
and is not valid on previous purchases.

WF Symphony Orchestra
Reveals 2008-2009 Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra (WSO) has unveiled
its plans for the 2008-2009 season.

For the new season, entitled
SOUNDPartnerships, the WSO will
present a series of initiatives reflecting
a collaboration with other New Jersey
arts organizations and, on occasion,
national and international groups.

Following the triumph of last season,
the grande dame of Flamenco – Omayra
Amaya – will return to join WSO in a
new version of Carmen, the most
famous gypsy story ever, retold in
Flamenco dance to Bizet’s score.

Halloween holds some monstrous
cultural surprises, with a big-screen
showing of Boris Karloff’s famed 1931
classic movie Frankenstein!,
accompanied by a new live symphonic
soundtrack. Wagner’s epic music from
the Ring cycle will complement this
evening.

The WSO will continue its
commitment to the tri-state’s finest
young talent, with the launching of the
first Jerome and Helene Dreskin
Foundation Tri-State Concerto
Competition.

The cream of the crop will compete
for major cash prizes. The audince, the
maestro and a panel of judges will pick
the winners on the night of the concert.

The season comes to a climactic
finale with an international flavor, as
the Liverpool Welsh Choral Union of
the United Kingdom will join forces
with the WSO and Pro Arte Chorale, in

a majestic performance of Verdi’s
Requiem.

Fans can expect other WSO features
at the PNC Arts Center and the annual
New Year’s Eve festival of Broadway
Classics – one of Westfield’s most popu-
lar holiday traditions.

The 2008-2009 season kicks off on
Saturday, September 27, with a concert
performance of Il Trovatore, Verdi’s
classic melodrama of mistaken identity
and fatal consequences.

This performance, which takes place
at the Central Presbyterian Church in
Summit at 8 p.m., features 40 students
from Westfield High School singing
alongside the renowned New Jersey
State Opera Chorus and international
soloists from NY City Opera and be-
yond.

Discounted three-series and five-se-
ries subscription packages, which vary
in price from $75 to $300 according to
seating level, are now on sale for the
2008-2009 season.

Single tickets for each concert are
between $25 and $70. Senior citizen
and student discounts on subscriptions
and single tickets are available at all
seating levels.

Tickets and discount subscription
packages may be purchased directly
from the WSO office, located at 224
East Broad Street, or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-9400.

For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

SPFAA Meeting Features
Fiber Artist Paula Pearl

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) meeting will be held on Mon-
day, September 15, at 7 p.m. on the
lower level of the Scotch Plains Li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

A brief business
meeting will be fol-
lowed by a demon-
stration of how to
create art with fab-
ric, fibers, paint,
beading and more.

Local artist Paula
Pearl has been cre-
ating fiber art for
more than 10 years.
Her interest in fab-
ric began when she
joined the Harvest Quilters of Central
Jersey in 1994.

After making enough quilts for ev-
ery bed in the house, she started to
make wall hangings and began ex-
perimenting with new techniques,
fabrics and fibers.

She has used discharge dyeing,
painting on fabric, velvet embossing
and thread painting, in addition to
embellishing with modeling clay, silk
ribbons, beads and semi-precious
stones.

Her award-winning art quilts and

wearables have been in shows in New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Indiana, and one of her quilts was in the
Quilting Arts Calendar in 2005.

Ms. Pearl’s fiber arts and paintings
were recently on display in the Alfa Art

Gallery in New
Brunswick. More
information about
Ms. Pearl and her
art can be found on
paulapearlart.com.

In addition to the
demonstration at
the September
meeting, Mary Ann
Hovanec and Joan
Westernick, the
daughters of late

long-time member Mary Hovanec, have
donated a large quantity of frames and
other art supplies to the SPFAA in their
mother’s memory.

Ms. Hovanec suggested that people
who would like to take frames or
other items, such as canvasses, paper,
oil paints, mats, etc., make a small
donation to SPFAA. The proceeds
will go into the treasury and be used
to support the arts.

The demonstration is free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Ms. Pearl at (908) 322-2590.

Paula Pearl’s “Leaves”

Cranford Artist Presents
New Works at Art Center

CRANFORD – Cranford artist
Theodosia Tamborlane is presenting
two new oil paintings, “Ombrello’s
World” and “Coral’s Song,” at the
Watchung Art Center’s fall show,
“Artist’s Music.”

This show is presented by the Con-
temporary Art Group, which has more
than 40 area artist members. The
Watchung Art Center is located on the
traffic circle in Watchung. The opening
reception for “Artist’s Music” is Sun-
day, September 7, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Ms. Tamborlane created “Ombrello’s
World” in tribute to Professor Thomas
Ombrello, who teaches horticulture and
other science courses at Union County
College in Cranford. The piece depicts
the range of geological stratifications

that support aboveground trees, streams,
deserts, oceans and mountains reach-
ing toward the sky.

“Coral’s Song” takes one under the
seas of Key West, Fla., where Ms.
Tamborlane resided before establish-
ing her studio and her home in Cranford.
Plants and images of animal life popu-
late this dramatic three-foot sea land-
scape.

Ms. Tamborlane will also have a solo
show of her paintings and three-dimen-
sional collages at the Simply Gallery in
Cranford in September. She is a mem-
ber of the American Allied Artists and
the Contemporary Art Group.

Her website is Tamborlane.com, and
she can be contacted by email at
Tamborlane@aol.com.

METRO STAR…Judy Douglas, left, of Mountain Lakes, the new director of Metro
Rhythm Chorus, recently signed her director’s contract with the chorus. The
signing took place in the presence of fellow chorus members and was co-signed by
team coordinator Janice Uhlig. Metro Rhythm Chorus is a member of Sweet
Adelines International, a worldwide organization of women singers committed to
advancing the musical art form of barbershop harmony through performances and
education. The chorus meets every Wednesday night in Cranford at the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford. For more information, call (732) 424-1222.

Contagious Drama
Continues to Spread

WESTFIELD – The Contagious
Drama Workshop (CDW) is about to
launch its seventh season of acting pro-
grams for children and teenagers, ages
4 and up.

CDW’s Beth Painter will continue to
offer programs for all types of children
– for those who love to be in the spot-
light, as well as those who are uncom-
fortable in group settings.

The classes will incorporate impro-
visation relating to real-life situations,
from humorous to serious.

Ms. Painter is exploring some new
ideas for this season’s finale. She is
considering bringing some of the dif-
ferent age groups together to create a
presentation addressing key issues that
today’s youth face, such as gossip, ru-

mors, bullying and school-related stress.
In addition to acting classes, Ms.

Painter will continue to expand upon
her work as a private acting coach. Over
the past couple of years, Ms. Painter
has been coaching kids with a variety of
goals, including auditions for perform-
ing arts schools and preparation for Bar
and Bat-Mitzvah speeches.

CDW is currently taking registra-
tions for its fall classes, which begin
September 18. Classes are held in down-
town Westfield. Information about
CDW’s classes and private coaching
are available on contagiousdrama.com.
Interested parties can also contact Ms.
Painter directly at
contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or by
calling (917) 836-3740.

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes

• Private Coaching available for Presentations, 
Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches

• Scout Badge programs available

Now enrolling 
for Fall Session

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

(classes begin September 18)

WF Author Offers Advice
For ‘Thriving in Change’

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Managing organi-
zational change is the subject of a
recently released book by Westfield
resident William Kane.

A global HR executive, business-
change expert and leadership con-
sultant, Mr. Kane authored “The Truth
About Thriving in Change” as a re-
source for manag-
ers facing organi-
zations in flux.

“[The book] is
written for all lev-
els of management
from a human-re-
sources perspec-
tive, blending the
latest research with
‘tried and true’ cor-
porate experi-
ence,” Mr. Kane
explained.

“‘The Truth’ was
the result and cul-
mination of some
of my academic ef-
forts in the area of
change manage-
ment,” Mr. Kane,
whose Westfield
roots go back seven
generations, con-
tinued.

As pertinent to the novice manager
as it is to the experienced executive,
“The Truth About Thriving in Change”
provides 49 “Truths” that managers
can put into practice to help them not
only survive, but prosper in today’s
unstable economic climate.

In addition, he believes political
uncertainties contribute to the chang-
ing business climate; therefore, he
highlights the importance of business
leaders being knowledgeable about
current events and global issues.

When asked which of the 49
“Truths” he believes to be the most
important, he selected “Truth 2: If
your values don’t agree, it’s probably
time to flee.”

He explained, “The premise of this
“Truth” requires some soul-search-
ing. If you want to be committed and
engaged at work, you need to be in an
environment where your personal
values are congruent with those of the
organization.

“You want to believe in your
organization’s leadership,” he added.
“You want to trust your co-workers.
You want to feel like your work has
purpose, and you want to grow and
develop. You want to see behaviors
consistent with words.”

He said if those components are
missing, “it is hard to be energized
about moving away from the morn-

ing breakfast
table.”

An athlete and
sports enthusiast
as well, he was a
member of the last
Westfield High
School basketball
team coached by
Neil Horne to win
the Watchung
Conference, a
team that featured
Boo Bowers and
Spud Monroe.

Mr. Kane sees
some parallels be-
tween the sports
and business
worlds.

“The book re-
flects some of the
sports philoso-
phies that tran-

scend business” and were held by
Neil Horne and the late Gary Kehler,
he said, adding that some of the work
he has done with UCLA’s Coach
Emeritus John Wooden is also re-
flected in the book.

“[These philosophies are], namely,
to be prepared, put your best foot
forward, give it everything you’ve
got and put your team ahead of any
selfish interestsl,” he said.

Mr. Kane and his wife, Coleen,
have three sons, Michael, 7; David,
12, and Billy, 19.

An assistant coach, with Rick Elliott
and Tom Decker, for a sixth grade
travel basketball team for the past
three years, his team has amassed a
112-10 record. Clearly, he implements
the truths he espouses in his book in
all aspects of his life.

“The Truth About Thriving in
Change” has been translated into Chi-
nese, and it is currently sold in India.

It is available in all local and online
bookstores.
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Local
Music
Scene

Free Parking
221 North Ave East                908-654-0444

www.TheFarmhouseStore.com

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Create it
Bringing art and people together

68 Elm Street, Summit, New Jersey 07901 908 273-9121

www.artcenternj.org

9/12 Art Opening Reception for Photographer Kunié Sugiura and Sculptor Tom Nussbaum, 6-8 p.m. Free and open to the public.
Events 9/15 Fall session art classes begin for adults, teens and children. Classes held in 9 state-of-the-art studios.

9/29 New introductory 4-week mini art courses begin. Online registration available.

Brick Window: Giving Westfield
Bands A Chance to Be Heard

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Starting a career in
professional music can be hard. Be-
sides forming a band, writing songs,
playing gigs and money problems, there
is also the ever-present predicament of
being able to actually record and dis-
tribute an album.

But for the young crop of bands in
Westfield today, that part of the equa-
tion is a little easier to handle, thanks to
the partnership between Berkeley
Heights’ Brick Window Recording Stu-
dios and Westfield’s Sound Station
Records.

“With studios today, bands go in and
spend a ton of money for guys who just
sit there, record and kick them out,”
Erik Anderson, owner/engineer/
everyman of Brick Window, said.

“When they come to me to record,
I give cheaper rates than any of those
studios, plus I do everything in my
power to help them get a good record-
ing done – make suggestions, tweak
sounds, whatever it takes,” he said.

Mr. Anderson said close to 80 per-
cent of the bands he records (mostly
from Westfield High School) come there
because of Sound Station owner Bob
Larsen.

“Any band that wants to record, I tell
them about the studio; they go, and Erik
works his magic,” Mr. Larsen said.

“And usually, I’ll end up putting their
stuff on the local release table. It works

great for everybody,” he said.
The relationship between Mr. Ander-

son and Mr. Larsen is not only profes-
sional but also personal, as the two have
known each other for many years. Their
professional relationship began when
Mr. Anderson graduated college in 2002
and moved into an apartment building
in Plainfield.

“There was this room I turned into a
studio,” Mr. Anderson recalled. “It was
great because Bob and I were in a band,
and everybody lived within five min-

utes of each other, or in the building, so
it was really easy to get together and
play.”

Mr. Larsen, who studied Afro-Cu-
ban music for years, had “never been in
a studio until then” and considered it a
true learning experience.

Mr. Anderson eventually got a new
studio when his brother, Michael, who
had ironically played in a group with
Mr. Larsen’s brother, Joe, broke up the
band, leaving the rehearsal space and
studio open.

Mr. Anderson, along with Mr. Larsen
and the other members of their band,
which included their brothers, began
renting the space and do so to this day.

As for studio output, Mr. Anderson
prides himself on a refusal to use Pro
Tools, a digital audio workstation widely
used by professionals throughout the
audio industries for recording and edit-
ing in music production.

“People who use that are not profes-
sional musicians,” he said. “The only
way to be in a real band is to work at it.
That’s why I work so hard to get the
right sound and why I give suggestions
to the bands that play with me. I want
them to sound good.”

“It’s amazing what Erik can do,” Mr.
Larsen, who plays percussion as part of
the unofficial “house band” along with
his brother Joe and Michael Anderson,
said. “He is not afraid to let bands try
out new ideas or play with strange
instruments. Once, I used mason jars as
percussion instruments, and he made it
sound like drums.”

The studio is also used by the duo’s
own experimental-music band, which
refers to itself simply as Brick Window.

“Our brothers play on it and so do a
lot of other really talented guys,” Mr.
Anderson said. “The cool thing is that
everybody basically gets a chance to be
the leader and figure out the music we
record. We’ve got a lot of recordings
that are really just the same guys under
different names.”

Mr. Larsen said he has learned a
“tremendous amount” from everyone
involved, especially Mr. Anderson.

“His whole attitude is ‘why can’t we
do it,’ and ‘let me do things that my old
teachers would’ve thought I was crazy
to do.’ Education in music only takes
you so far; you’ve got to just try things
beyond what you learn,” Mr. Larsen
said.

Mr. Anderson said the studio has
been booked for the entire summer, and
people who hear the outcome “are al-
ways amazed at the sounds.”

He added, “I do it because I love it,
but it’s good to be able to do it for some
profit, too.”

More information on Brick Window,
along with a CD sample of its music,
can be found at the Sound Station in
Westfield, located on South Avenue.

SOUND OF MUSIC...Due to an agreement between Berkeley Heights’ Brick
Window Recording Studios and Westfield’s Sound Station Records, local bands are
finding it easier to work out studio arrangements. Representing Brick Window and
Sound Station, respectively, from left to right, are Erik Anderson and Bob Larsen.

Call  908.232.9568 For membership & group sales
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, 

Department  of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, through

a grant administered by the Union County office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs

Since 1934Since 1934

Reserved Seating      Matinee at 3PM      Evenings at 8PM

Box Office: 908.232.1221 opens 1 week before show

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream”

A Romantic Comedy by
William Shakespeare

Oct 4, *10, 11, *17, 18, M19, 24, 25 

Single Tickets  $15 

“Death of a Salesman”
A Drama by
Arthur Miller

Jan 10, *16, 17, M18, 23, 24 

Single Tickets  $15 
“Fools”

A Comedy by Neil Simon

Mar 7, *13, 14, 20, 21 

Single Tickets  $15 

“Little Mary Sunshine”
Book, music & lyrics by Rick Besoyan

May 2, *8, 9, *15, 16, 29, 30 

Single Tickets  $20 
* Benefit Performance 

tickets from sponsoring org.
M Matinee 3PM

All dates & shows

subject to change

Cracker Set to ‘Mix Things Up’
At Union County MusicFest, Fri.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Announced at press
time: MusicFest to go on rain or
shine. Read release on page 18.

CRANFORD — When Cracker takes
the stage at this year’s Union County
MusicFest at Nomahegan Park tomor-
row night at 7 p.m., expect the unex-
pected.

A strong but intrinsically diversified
performance strikes a chord with
Cracker fans, according to co-founder
and guitarist Johnny Hickman.

“We’ve really never had a set list in
our 17 years together and sorta go with
the vibe of the audience,” Hickman said
in a candid phone interview with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

He assured that the band always tries
to include its radio hits, such as “Low,”
“Eurotrash Girl” and “Teen Angst.”
However, members also like to mix in
songs they have not performed live for
years.

“People who aren’t real familiar with
us will hear songs they know best, but
hardcore Cracker fans will hear things
they didn’t hear last time and probably
won’t hear next time,” he said.

Hickman, who recalled first learning
to play guitar at age 7, back when his
“hands were a little too small” for it, co-
founded Cracker with frontman David
Lowery in 1991. Frank Funaro has
been their drummer for the past 12
years, while bassist Sal Maida joined
the band in 2006.

Beginning with the self-titled
Cracker, the band went on to release
seven more successful albums, yield-
ing four gold records. In between tour-
ing a good deal of this past year, the
band is currently working on a new
album set for release this spring.

Hickman said Cracker takes pride
in its diversity and the way the music
crosses over several genres, varying
even from album to album. Known
also for their often-satirical lyrics,
they’ve integrated a multitude of fla-
vors, including “southern” soul, al-

ternative and even punk rock, with
the latter being incorporated into their
new material.

“Right now, we just have pieces of
music that we’re calling ‘Song Number
Two That Sounds Like Such and Such,’”
Hickman joked. “It’s all just sorta com-
ing together on the creative grid…but
we’re going back to the studio to record
in earnest in October and November.”

Cracker’s music has gone beyond
stage and studio, with songs appearing
in films, such as the movie Clueless,
television shows and commercials.

Most recently, “The World Is Mine,”
from their 1998 album, Gentleman’s
Blues, punctuates a Gillette Fusion
Power Phenom commercial featuring
sports pros Tiger Woods, Roger Federer
and Thierry Henry.

Bandmates Hickman and Lowery
also keep busy with solo and side
projects.

Hickman recently started penning a
monthly column, “Uncle Johnny’s Tips
for Musicians,” for Scene magazine.

“I really enjoy it because it’s sort of a
way I can give back a little bit and make
people laugh,” he said.

“For people who are just starting out
in this business, I can maybe steer them
around a few rapids in the stream,” he
continued. “Not that my advice is
golden, but to get to where David and I
are with Cracker, hopefully you’ve
learned a few things on the journey. It
feels good to help someone along.”

And 17 years is quite a long journey
when Hickman said he’s seen rock
groups break up after about five or six
years over “ridiculous things or minor
annoyances.”

He thinks a key to Cracker’s longev-
ity is not only the hard work and integ-
rity they infuse into their music, but the
band members’ mutual respect and
willingness to give each other some
space. He compared it to being in a
sibling-type relationship.

“We also have a shared sorta dark,
sorta astute sense of humor,” Hickman
added. “I think that’s the fuel that keeps
us going regardless of what’s going on.”

Cracker continues to get airplay on
the radio, and Hickman said the internet
has also brought an onslaught of new
fans.

“Cracker is thriving in the age of
MySpace and Facebook,” Hickman
said.

Both he and Lowery personally try to
answer people on their MySpace and
blog pages, and enjoy keeping in touch
with fans.

“You can reach out to us, and we’ll
answer you,” he said. “You may have to
wait a week or so while we’re running
from one show to another, but we do try
to get back to people.”

Next week, the band will also host its
fourth annual “Cracker/Camper Van
Beethoven Camp Out,” a weekend-
long festival that includes some indie
bands, held in the high desert of Cali-
fornia.

When reflecting on the musician he
was 20 years ago versus the one he is
today, Hickman said he’s actually en-
joying himself more now.

“It’s all about pacing,” he said. “Now
we know how to get enough sleep one
night so we can party all the next night.

“At first, you’re struggling to get a
name for yourself and figure out how
the whole thing works, and you usually
get screwed over by somebody some-
where,” he said. “Whereas now, we
know exactly what every sentence in
the contract means.”

Hickman said the band tried to re-
main levelheaded throughout its stages
of success.

“We’re really not the kind of guys to
go out and buy sports cars or develop
coke habits,” he added, joking that one
of the first things he did was upgrade his
Volkswagen bus to a pick-up truck.

The band also wisely invested its
income – buying a recording studio that
Lowery still co-owns and opening re-
tirement accounts.

“If you’re gonna be in a rock band,
it’s gonna be up and down,” Hickman
said. “You’re gonna ride that elevator to
each floor…But, hopefully you learn
something at every stop.”

Cracker members, from left to right, are Sal
Maida, Frank Funaro, David Lowery and
Johnny Hickman.

Photo courtesy of Lynn Crounse
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Wednesday, December 31st at 7pm 
Westfield High School, Westfield, NJ

PUTTIN’ ON THE RITZ

Ring in the New Year 
with Broadway Classics 
featuring stars direct 
from the Broadway stage.
A non-subscription concert
ADVANCE TICKETS $65 and $35

Saturday, May 30th at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, NJ
SOUNDPartnerships
Verdi – Requiem
Liverpool Welsh Choral Union 
Pro Arte Chorale

WSO serves as welcoming host for this 
state-wide and international cultural 
collaboration, presenting Verdi’s rousing 
and most popular masterpiece.

OMAYRA OMAYA
RETURNS IN
CARMEN 

Bizet – Carmen Suite
Ravel – Bolero
R. Strauss – 
Prelude from Capriccio 

The most famous gypsy 
story ever  – retold in 
spectacular Flamenco 
dance to Bizet’s 
beautiful score.

Saturday, May 2nd at 8pm
Union County PAC, Rahway, NJ
STARS OF TOMORROW
CONCERTO COMPETITION
The Grand Finale
Beethoven – Symphony No. 7

The panel of judges, the 
Maestro, AND YOU cast 
votes to select the Tri-State’s
virtuosi of the future.

    Sponsored by The Jerome and Helene Dreskin Foundation
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Saturday, February 21st at 8pm 
Union County PAC, Rahway, NJ

2 0 0 8 - 2009  CONCER T  SCHEDUL E

Saturday, November 1st at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, NJ

MONSTER MUSIC!
Frankenstein – The Movie
Wagner – Orchestral Excerpts from 
the Ring Cycle

Boris Karloff ’s famed 
classic Frankenstein
shown on big screen 
with live symphonic 
soundtrack.
HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME CONTEST

Saturday, September 27th at 8pm
Central Presbyterian Church, Summit, NJ

A GYPSY AVENGED
Verdi – Il Trovatore

WSO’s renowned 
Opera-in-Concert 
series presenting 
Verdi’s classic 
melodrama of 
mistaken identity and 
fatal consequences.

   JOIN US FOR  THE  2008 -2009  SEASON  
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www.westfieldsymphony.org

D M L,

Last year’s 25th Anniversary Season was a festive 
occasion celebrating a quarter century of glorious 
music making. Now we are kicking off another 25 
years with a season as dynamic as anything we have 
ever presented. It’s called SOUNDPartnerships 
– a bold and innovative initiative where many of 
our programs reflect a collaboration not only with 
other NJ Arts organizations but also, on occasion, 
with national and international institutions. 

Indeed, this season we have created concert 
programs that are only possible through the 
joining of forces and cross fertilization of artists 
and artistic mediums. We believe that this 
cultural synthesis will generate unprecedented 
artistic synergies that will result in spectacular 
performances and a unique network of memorable 
performances for NJ audiences.

On offer are some welcome returning friends and 

some adventurous new projects. Expect other 
WSO features at the PNC Arts Center and 
beyond, and join us also for our now famous New 
Year’s Eve festival of Broadway Classics – one of 
Westfield’s most popular holiday traditions.

We believe our 08-09 season is bold and all-
encompassing. There is something for everyone at 
the Westfield Symphony. 

Subscribe today and be a part of WSO’s wave 
of upward momentum leading us into another 
glorious 25 years.

See you at the concerts!

David Wroe
Music Director & Conductor

WE THANK OUR SPONSORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT

Jerome and Hélène Dreskin Foundation
The Standish Foundation
The Westfield Foundation
Frank and Lydia Bergen Foundation
Fred C. Rummell Foundation
Blanche & Irving Laurie Foundation
A. Louis Scarmolin Trust

Funding has been made possible 
in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

 Cover photo: David Samsky        David Samsky photographs courtesy of the Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains Times
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The Westfield Symphony Orchestra is among New Jersey’s 

premiere fully professional symphony orchestras. Founded in 1983 
by New Jersey citizens who believed that the expression of history 
and culture through the performance of symphonic music adds 
value to the quality of community life, WSO has grown to become 
New Jersey’s second largest professional orchestra, having a presence 
throughout the cultural communities of New Jersey, and appearing as 
far afield as Carnegie Hall on a regular basis. 

Now moving into its 26th season, with multiple performances, 
the Symphony is viewed as one of the cultural jewels of the 
metropolitan area. Cited by the Star Ledger as “the leading 
professional freelance orchestra in NJ”, WSO is recognized by the NJ 
State Council on the Arts as a Distinguished Arts Organization and 
is the resident orchestra of Union County. In 2007, the WSO was 
further honored with a Citation of Excellence from NJSCA. 

In addition to an adventurous subscription season, popular 
concerts near and far, and a renowned New Year’s Eve celebration, the 
WSO sponsors educational programs for school students throughout 
the state of New Jersey. 

www.westfieldsymphony.org
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W ESTF IELD  SYMPHONY  OR C H ES T R A

224 East Broad Street, Suite 6
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 122
Westfield, NJ

J    - S

Order by phone 908 232 9400   Order by fax 908 232 2446 

or Mail form with payment to: WSO, 224 East Broad St, Westfield, NJ, 07090    

NAME___________________________EMAIL_________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE_______ZIP___________

EVENING PHONE______________DAY PHONE_____________________

____ Enclosed is my check made payable to Westfield Symphony Orchestra

____Please charge my  VISA  MASTERCARD  AMEX  DISCOVER

Credit card # _______________________ CVV2_____Exp. Date_______

Signature_________________________________________________

 ORDER  FORM

I prefer Balcony Main Floor (Choose one) 
Please seat me with ____________________________________.

Check all                                    Seating      *Price          Number     Subtotal
that apply                                    Section                 of seats

FULL SUBSCRIPTION
      One ticket to each 
      of 5 concerts

CAMEO SUBSCRIPTION
       Select 3 concerts

Sept Nov Feb
May 2 May 30
WSO BENEFACTOR CONTRIBUTION

      A fully tax deductible gift
WSO CHAMPIONS ENDOWMENT SOCIETY                                                                                  

       A fully tax deductible gift     $250

  Handling Fee  $5

All programs and activities subject to change.    GRAND TOTAL

*Senior Discount 10% *Student Discount 20% (Advance Purchase Only)

Now complete the order form opposite:
1. Choose the concerts you wish to attend (Full or Cameo 

Subscription).   

2. Select your seating level.  

3. Please support us with a tax deductible benefactor 
    contribution and receive benefactor privileges and 
    benefits in return.   

4. Please consider further optional support by joining the 
    WSO CHAMPIONS  ENDOWMENT Society. 

Subscribe now and save over the price of individual tickets!

TICKET PRICES

Single     Series of 3  Series of 5

Section A $70               $180      $300

Section B $48         $120      $200

Section C $40         $90      $150

Section D $25         $75      $125

   SUBSCR IBE  NOW  AND  SAVE !

www.westfieldsymphony.org
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STAGE

Mezzanine

Loge

Orchestra

Union County PAC
60 Irving Street

Rahway, NJ 07065

   BECOME  A  WES T F IELD  SYMPHONY  BENE FACTO R

Tickets pay only one third of WSO costs. Contributing benefactors provide the foundation for Westfield Symphony to bring 
world class music to our community and beyond. When you support the WSO, you play a critical role in sustaining the symphony’s 
tradition of musical excellence, innovative programming and educational outreach. Make your donation NOW, and in return you 
will receive a number of exclusive benefits and privileges to enhance your musical experience in the year ahead.

Bronze Silver Gold  Platinum Maestro Circle
Private Dinner with Maestro Wroe 
Passes to dress & working rehearsals
Ticket reservations prior to general public offering  
Invitation to celebrate Maestro Wroe’s NYC   
  performances & other selected special events. 
  Includes premium seating & private reception.
Invitation to post concert receptions
10% discount for additional single ticket purchases   
Flexible ticket exchanges
Reservations for WSO New Year’s Eve concert  
  prior to general public offering
Invitation to WSO annual gala
Honored Listing in WSO program

YES! I wish to be a WSO 
benefactor at the following 
level:

Bronze Baton $100-$299
Silver Baton $300-$499
Gold Baton $500-$1099
Platinum Baton $1100-$4999
Maestro Circle $5000 & above

To carry us forward for another quarter century, 
WSO is proud to announce the launching of, arguably, 
the most important initiative in the history of our 
organization: theWSO Endowment Fund – building 
a long term financial infrastructure upon which the 
aspirations of the WSO will be able to flourish.

  When you donate $250 to join the WSO 
Champions Endowment Society, your gift will go 
exclusively to the Endowment Fund to establish a 
foundation for the next 25 years. You will demonstrate 
leadership above and beyond the call of day to day 
operating support and become one of a special group of 
music lovers, dedicated visionaries, and champions of 
the WSO future.

  Your generosity and commitment will be gratefully 
acknowledged in the program.

  THE  W SO  CHAMPIONS  ENDOW MENT  SOC IETY

www.westfieldsymphony.org
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