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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

> Fast service—seen within approximately 15 minutes of arrival

> Board-certified physicians

> Specially trained certified emergency nurses (CEN) 

> Providing quality emergency care for over 100 years

> Open 24/7 

> Radiology and Lab Services on-site 

> We accept most insurance

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician call 866-262-9897.
For more information visit atlantichealth.org.

A New Emergency
Department in Union.

OverlookHospital – 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

Nomination of Obama Makes History
As First Minority to Gain Nomination

High School Parking Is An Issue
Westfield Needs to Address Letters to the Editor

I suppose that the rumblings were first
heard sometime in the 1960s, perhaps in
reaction to the decade’s civil rights leg-
islation. The rumblings turned to
grumblings in the 1970s as opponents to
busing and then affirmative action be-
came louder and stronger. From then
until now the debate has been with us,
rising and falling in volume depending
upon national events. Each and every
time the United States Supreme Court
rules on a university’s admission poli-
cies, the debate heats up, each and every
time a nominee to the United States
Supreme Court faces the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee, questions on these is-
sues get our attention and sometime in
our political campaigns one candidate
may take a position on this issue that
attracts controversy.

Since the 1970s, there has been an
unstated endorsement of a related issue
that has not attracted much support or,
for that matter much opposition, and that
issue is diversity. We all know the meta-
phor, the rainbow. The presumption is
that our communities, our society and
our country is strong when it is open to
all, black, white, brown people; when
English and Spanish speaking people
meet and work together and when people
of all faiths can work in coalition for the
common good.

In our national mythology there are
two images that come to mind. One is
that America is a “melting pot” and the
other is the image of “the great Ameri-
can quilt,” that is, we are a nation that
treasures individuals of all ethnicities,
all nationalities. In the past, and during
good times, both of these images have
found their way into a candidate’s rheto-
ric. Finally, the message of diversity is
presented daily, very strongly and very
effectively on the PBS television show
Sesame Street. Young children since
sometime in the 1970s know what diver-
sity means, they see it working every
morning in that make believe neighbor-
hood and on that imagined street.

Putting aside the magic of television
and the national folklore, the impact of
diversity has just not been that apparent.
America’s corporate boardrooms are
hardly the hot bed of diversity. If you
look at who has been elected governor in
your state, those who have filled impor-
tant state legislative positions, those who
have become state judges, it seems that
the overwhelming majority are still white
and still male. If you look at the federal
government, the legislature is largely
that way, so too the U.S. Supreme Court,
and the Presidency have been by and

large male and white. Diversity, where?
There is also this. We have all seen

and watched political conventions for
some time now. Since the 1970s we have
seen that the Democratic convention has
been very diverse, old and young, black
and white, Anglo and Hispanic, men and
women – quite a diverse crowd. The
GOP convention, on the other hand, is
usually composed of older and predomi-
nantly white group of delegates. Appar-
ently, the GOP is content with the status
quo, just as the scions of the United
States Senate or the kingmakers that
have given us white male after male as
likely presidential timber. Point was, I
began to believe that diversity is just a
word uttered but not implemented, at
best, a hope as yet unfilled, at worse, just
another national hypocrisy.

This evening (August 27) the National
Democratic Convention nominated
Barack Obama as its candidate for presi-
dent. As the candidate was unanimously
nominated by acclimation, many del-
egates were seen weeping as they cel-
ebrated. Why the tears on so happy an
occasion? I think it is because of the
uniqueness and historical sense of this
moment. The first time in this nation’s
history, and maybe in western civiliza-
tion, a member of an ethnic minority
received the nomination of a major na-
tional political party – significant, this
is.

Does the nomination of Barack Obama
mean that America has overcome the
problems of race? Does this nomination
mean that in the bowels of urban America,
everything is resolved? Does this nomi-
nation mean that racial equality is sud-
denly a reality? Of course not, there is
plenty of work to do in all of these areas,
plenty. However, make no mistake, it is
a first to America generally, and to the
Democratic Party in particular. Remem-
ber this, all those other problems did not
prevent and prohibit this important first.

For the first time we have seen a
candidate contending just like all the
others through a long and bitter primary
season to win his party’s biggest prize.
In doing so, he has fulfilled all the posi-
tive aspirations of the civil rights pio-
neers and serves as a living example of
the goals of diversity. Barack Obama’s
nomination is real and now a fact. This
morning the music coming from the tele-
vision set is especially sweet and joyous;
this morning America resembles Sesame
Street.

Richard Bennett
Westfield

It was great to hear from the board of
education that after some final improve-
ments to Westfield High School (WHS)
are completed this fall, the BOE will
look at using any available remaining
WHS improvement bond monies towards
addressing the lack of WHS student park-
ing on WHS grounds. The $21 million
WHS improvement bond, which was
soundly passed by Westfield voters on
December 12, 2000, has yet to yield any
student parking spaces. Currently, all
parking spaces on WHS grounds are
used solely by teachers and staff. Pro-
viding some safe on-site parking to stu-
dents should be part of any final im-
provements to WHS.

While re-establishing some student
parking areas to WHS grounds will not
solve the parking problem, it will help to
alleviate it. Anything that the BOE can
do to reduce the amount of student cars
on the street would be greatly appreci-
ated. Adding parking spots along Rahway
Avenue, next to the auditorium, where
currently a tall wooden practice climb-
ing wall exists and BOE President Ginny
Leiz’s suggestion of looking at the pos-
sibilities of creating a circular parking
driveway/drop-off zone in front of the
high school, similar to what Scotch Plains
has recently done, seem like great ideas
that would not sacrifice field space and
would help chip away at the parking
problem.

I would ask that the BOE consider
adding their thoughts and plans with
regards to WHS parking onto their
website under a WHS parking future
goals tab. This way, residents would
know that you are aware of the issue and
that you are considering your options for
the 2009-2010 school year. The board of
education controls what happens on WHS
grounds and the Westfield Town Coun-
cil and parking committee control the
street parking rules around WHS. To
that extent, in addition to re-providing a
student parking area on WHS grounds, a
fair burden sharing street parking sys-
tem should be implemented around the
high school. Something similar to what
Cranford has implemented around their
high school might need to be considered
– odd-even day alternate-side parking
with permitted residents excluded. This
way residents could park in front of there
own homes and street parking would be
available to service vehicles such as land-
scapers, plumbers, electricians, Verizon
and others. Every street should have the
same sign. How can the parking commit-
tee, continually allow streets like Dorian
Road, Dorian Place and Shadowlawn
Drive to have cars lined up on both sides
of the street, while other streets, such as
Edgar Road, Westfield Avenue and
Stoneleigh Park get to enjoy a quiet
block without student cars? That’s not
fair. Where’s the logic? Where’s the
planning?

For years now, some residential streets
have been unfairly left to become the
current parking lots for WHS students.
These streets are over burdened and the
residents are stressed. This is a quality of

life issue that a town like Westfield should
address. Residential streets were not de-
signed or meant to be parking lots. Dorian
Road, for example, is especially unsafe
because of the S-curves in the road.
When cars are lined up along both sides
of Dorian, the line-of-sight is impaired
making it very difficult to see approach-
ing vehicles. Why do some streets con-
tinually get to enjoy a student-parking
ban at the expense of their neighbors? Is
the current town council willing to look
at reversing the past mistakes, which
created these inequities?

I would also ask the town council to
consider adding their thoughts and plans
with regards to WHS parking onto their
website under a WHS parking future
goals tab.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

We Must Moderate Our Aspirations
And Remember History’s Lessons

The next time Westfield or the nation
boasts of some accomplishment, I shall
think of the recent visit my wife Joy and I
paid to Venice, Rome and Istanbul, for-
merly Constantinople. In their day so many
centuries ago they were great powers. The
Doge’s Palace, the Roman Forum, Topkapi
Palace, these were where great decisions,
which shook the Western world, were
made. The Doge’s Palace and Topkapi
Palace today are crowded tourist attrac-
tions. The Roman Forum is a ruin. Most
tourists visit these sights unaware of what
glories and power were once the Venetian
Republic, the Roman Empire and the East-
ern Roman and later Byzantine and Otto-
man Empires. Who today knows of Doges
Giovanni Corner and Pietro Grimani or
Roman Emperors Antonius Pius and
Commudus or Ottoman Sultans Mustafa II
and Ahmed I — the Bill Clintons, George
Bushes, Tony Blairs and Vladimir Putins
of their day — whose words and actions
were as important and as closely followed
then as anything our political leaders say
and do today? Churchill in his River War
wrote about the newsboys shouting out the
strange names of rulers who are soon for-
gotten.

Many lessons can be drawn from visit-
ing these places among other ancient sights
in Europe and around the world, but the
one lesson I draw in particular is the
lesson best expressed by Ecclesiastes,
“Vanity of vanity, all is vanity.” In every
age people like to think that they are the
best, that their achievements rank first,
that their dreams are unique and special,
that the world is their oyster. The next
time you hear a boast, think of what once
transpired in these ancient places and
how so little remains. Think too of
Rudyard Kipling’s Recessional composed
in 1897 on the occasion of Queen
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee at the height
of the now defunct British Empire: “Far
called our navies melt away; On dune and
headland sinks the fire: Lo all our pomp
of yesterday, Is one with Nineveh and
Tyre! Judge of the nations, spare us yet,
Lest we forget-lest we forget!”

I am not suggesting that we not strive to
do our best, to try to fulfill our dreams, to
excel lest what we do will be forgotten. I
am not suggesting that we not support our
political system even though in 2,000
years Washington, D.C. may be little
more than a quarry with only the founda-
tions of the Washington Monument, the
Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson memo-
rial, the Capitol and The White House
remaining as happened to the great build-
ings and monuments in Ancient Rome.
We tend to think in today’s time, never
thinking of what will happen a thousand
let alone 10,000 years from now.

We must temper our desires and
thoughts. We must forgo the sin of self-
importance. We must moderate our aspi-

rations. In the Roman Empire it was the
custom for a slave to ride along with the
conquering hero in the chariot in the vic-
tory parade and say to him that all glory is
fleeting, a theme picked up at the very end
of the powerful movie Patton.

Who knows what will remain of our
world I the far beyond. What author?
What poet? What composer? What artist?
What general” What scientists? What
business tycoon? What President of the
United States? What achievement? En-
joy our moment of time here. Relish in
our good works, but by all means stop
being self-important. Each age is self-
important, believing itself to be the em-
bodiment of all virtue and good. In the
end, think of Venice, Rome and
Constantinople and step back from our
pursuits that we may realize and appreci-
ate what is truly important and lasting.
Not fame. Not power. Not glory. Not this
national success. Rather, it is our human-
ity, our sense of proportion, our decency,
our commitment to values far removed
from the office, factory and battlefield.

Ponder the past and be mindful of it.
Think of the great and the small that are
no longer. Consider that societies then
also had their national achievements and
their colleges and their armies and their
commerce and their other daily activities.
Be confident though that if we moderate
our egos and our intentions and plans we
may last longer than some of the great
empires and states of the past who over-
whelmed with their own importance fell
victim to outsized ambition. In the pro-
cess we may lead happier and more ful-
filling lives.

Stephen Shoeman
Westfield

Proclaiming Stender’s
Slow Pay of Taxes Is

Dirty Campaign Trick
It may be a new election year, but the

State GOP is up to its old dirty tricks.
This time, it is a vicious attack on Linda

Stender (D-Union) running for the Con-
gressional seat vacated by Mike Ferguson.
I suspect that the dismal state of the
economy and the public’s outcry for
change in Washington must have contrib-
uted to Mr. Ferguson’s abandonment of a
district that was once gerrymandered to
be safe for conservative Republicans.
Fortunately, I believe voters in the 7th
District have seen the light and will be
voting for Linda Stender to bring about
the change that is so urgently needed.

Instead of attacking Mrs. Stender’s
80-year-old mother’s flower business for
being slow in paying taxes, the GOP and
their candidate State Senator Leonard
Lance should be examining the root cause
of tax delinquencies, which affects ev-
ery municipality in the state.

The economy stinks! Why does it
stink? Let’s start with NAFTA and the
fact that many of our jobs are now over-
seas thanks to a shortsighted Republican
administration. Then there is the poorly
planned war in Iraq along with out of
control spending, which our children’s
children’s children will be paying for.
Gas prices, home heating oil, electric
and natural gas costs are out of control.
For many NJ residents, a trip to the
grocery store is now financed by credit
cards. The list goes on and on.

Small businesses in New Jersey are
struggling. Decreased sales due to lack
of discretionary spending, out of control
health insurance premiums and record
property taxes. Instead of attacking Mrs.
Stender by way of her mother’s flower
shops business woes, Mr. Lance should
be apologizing to the voters in the 7th
District for his party’s bad behavior and
insensitivity. We expect better from you,
Mr. Lance.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

Corzine Supports Del.
River Toll Increases

TRENTON – Governor Jon  Corzine
announced on Thursday, August 28 that
he will not veto the Delaware River Port
Authority’s recent decision to increase
tolls and fares on the DRPA’s four bridges
and on the PATCO train system.

“The DRPA has shown through a se-
ries of public meetings and hearings that
this action is necessary to keep the bridges
and PATCO trains operating safely and
efficiently,” said Governor Corzine.
“Without this funding the DRPA would
be unable to make vital investments in its
infrastructure, like re-decking the 50-year-
old Walt Whitman Bridge.”

“The funds from this toll increase must
be used exclusively for transportation in-
frastructure. If the DRPA attempts to use
those funds for economic development
projects on either side of the river, I will
exercise my authority to veto any such
action,” the Governor said.


