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America First

goleader.com Election Coverage 2008
Election Day is Tuesday, November 4

President & Vice President of the United States (4 years)
Barack Obama/Joe Biden (D) - John McCain/Sarah Palin (R) - Bob Barr (Ind)
- Ralph Nader (Ind)

United States Senator for New Jersey (6 years)
Frank Lautenberg (D, I) - Dick Zimmer (R)

United States House of Representatives, NJ 7th District (2 years)
Linda Stender (D) - Leonard Lance (R) - Michael Hsing

Union County Freeholders (3 years, vote for three)
Angel Estrada (Elizabeth, D,I) - Rick Proctor (Rahway, D,I) - Nancy Ward
(Linden, D,I) - John Russitano (Westfield, R) - Michael Yakubov (Roselle
Park, R) - Joseph Franchino (Berkeley Heights, R)

Berkeley Heights Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joseph G. Bruno (R) - Elaine Perna (R) - Alexandra Chirinos (D) - Charles
Hasz (D)

Clark Mayor (4 years)
Gary Slodowski (D) - Sal Bonaccorso (R,I)

Clark Council (3 years, vote for three)
Diane Lanigan (D) - Nancy Sheridan (D) - Nancy Shanahan (D) - Alvin Barr
(R) - Sheila Whiting (R) - Angel Albanese (R)

Cranford Council (3 years, vote for two)
Daniel Aschenbach (D) - Kevin Illing (D) - Christopher Drew (R) - Mark
Dugan (R)

Elizabeth Mayor (4 years)
Chris Bollwage (D,I) - Albert Martin (R)

Elizabeth Council (4 years, vote for three, unopposed)
Edward Jackus (D) - Patricia Perkins-Auguste (D) - Frank Cuesta (D)

Fanwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joan Wheeler (D,I) - Russell Huegel (D) - Robert Manduca (R) - Mike Lee
Szuch (R)

Garwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Jonathan Linken (D) - Louis Petruzzelli (D) - Timothy Hak (R) Patricia
Quattrocchi (R)

Hillside (No election this year)
Kenilworth Council

(3 years, vote for two): Kevin Leary, Jr. (R) - Scott Klinder (R) - Robert
Beiner (D) - Darrin McMahon (D)
(1 year unexpired term): Salvatore Candarella (R) - Cheryl Pantina (D)

Linden Council (3 years)
4th Ward Unopposed, Derek Armstead (D)
6th Ward: Robert Sadowski (D) - Diane Wilverding (Ind)
8th Ward: Michele Yamakaitis (D) - Elaine Lubas (Ind)
10th Ward: Richard Puschel (Dem) -Bruce M. Howe (Ind)

Mountainside Council (3 years, vote for two, unopposed)
Keith Turner (R) - Paul Mirabelli (R)

New Providence Council (3 years, vote for two)
Armand Galluccio (R) - Vincas Vyzas (R) - Norman Samodovitz (D)

Plainfield Council (4 years)
At-large: Annie McWilliams (D) - Deborah Dowe (R)
1st Ward (unopposed, 2 year) - William Reid (D)
3rd Ward (unopposed, 4 year) - Adrian Mapp (D)

Rahway Council (4 years)
1st Ward: Bobby Akbar (D) - Lawrence Bodine (R)
2nd Ward: Michael Cox (D) - Ken Lund (R)
3rd Ward: Jerome Scaturo (D) - Bryan DesRochers (R)
4th Ward (unopposed): David Brown (D)
5th Ward: Jennifer Wenson Maier (D) - James Pekarofski (R)
6th Ward: Samson David Steinman (D) - Kevin Retcho (R)

Roselle Council (3 years, unopposed)
1st Ward: Yves François Aubourg (D)
3rd Ward: Cecilia Dallis Ricks (D)

Roselle Park Council (3 years)
At-large: Carl Hokanson (D) - J. Ricky Badillo (R)
1st Ward: Laurence Dinardo (D) - Joel Reed (R)

Scotch Plains Mayor and Council (4 years)
Mayoral: Kevin Glover (D) - Nancy Malool (R)
Council: Theresa Mullen (D) - Mary De Paola (R)

Springfield Council (3 years)
Hugh Keffer (D) - Jerry Fernandez (R) - Steven Grau (Ind)

Summit Council (3 years)
1st Ward unopposed: Ellen Dickson (R)
2nd Ward: Terri Tauber (D) - Michael Vernotico (R)

Union Township Council (3 years unopposed)
Joseph Florio (D)

Westfield (No election this year)
Winfield Council (3 years)

Oneida Braithwaite (D) - Robert Reilly (R)

Thanks for Keepin’ It Real;
Varied Coverage Makes it Special

As a returning summer intern at The
Westfield Leader/Times, I’ve gone from
being the sole audience mem-
ber at a Mountainside Board
of Education meeting to one
of over 30,000 bodies in atten-
dance of Jersey City’s All
Points West music festival.
It’s my belief that, in some
ways, that range of event cov-
erage is what makes this news-
paper so special.

I’ll value the opportunities
and experiences I’ve had from
working two summers at The
Leader/Times for a long time
to come. Interning here has
exposed me to the importance of local
issues in our communities — something
that gets overlooked by many young
people today; although it has, perhaps,

the largest impact on our lives.
I was fortunate enough to be part of a

staff that never said “no” to
any of my story ideas; I was
even luckier to be part of a
staff that shared my enthusi-
asm and helped each of my
story “ideas” become a real-
ity.

Special thanks to Horace
[Corbin], for always having a
challenge or two in store for
me when I walked into the
office each week; to Paul
[Peyton], for being a priceless
resource when deadlines were
fast approaching; and to Mike

[Pollack], for keepin’ it real.

Martin Sweeney
Scotch Plains

Martin Sweeney

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Beth Budnick

There’s Always Something Interesting
To Write About Back Home

Returning to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
summer as the intern coordi-
nator, I had a few advantages
the other interns did not. I knew
the names of The Leader/
Times staff. I knew how to
work the computers. I could
tell them where the best candy
was. But would I grow bored,
lose the excitement of report-
ing in my second year on the
job?

Hardly. Small-town report-
ing may not seem like the
shocking exposés of The New
York Post or the foreign thrills of The New
York Times, but my time at The Leader/
Times has been a testament to the truly
exciting things simply by looking closely
in one’s own backyard.

Whether it’s the pure emotion of town
members fired up at a council meeting
over palm trees or cell towers or property

taxes or schooling — or even the future of
a borough — it’s there. Whether it’s our

own energy in the newsroom
as we approach the 2 p.m.
Wednesday deadline, it’s
there. And, sometimes, it’s
using the connections from
your “backyard” to head out
into the big, wide world and
explore: for example, the in-
terns and I set off for an eye-
opening trip into the New York
Stock Exchange.

Interning at The Leader has
given me the tools to report on
places outside of Union

County — most recently, I’ve taken my
skills to college with me in Minnesota.
But, no matter where my pen and reporter’s
pad take me, it’s nice to know there will
always, always, be something interesting
to write about back home.

Beth Budnick
Westfield

We Hope Electioneering Doesn’t
Get Nasty, But Stays Only ‘Silly’

Electioneering started in earnest on Labor Day,
which is the unofficial start of what we coined as the
“silly season” in an editorial of October 1, 1998. The
term has hung around since then, and we think
politics has become even more bizarre over the last
decade. We think most of the candidates would
agree.

Up until now, candidates have spent their time
organizing, fundraising, strategizing and fine-tun-
ing their platforms. They analyze polls in attempt to
figure out what messages and advertising to present
to maximize pleasing the voters. They study oppo-
nents for weaknesses to focus attacks. They list the
hot topics and blame the problems on the other guy
(or gal) for not doing anything about it; yet they
never provide solutions unto themselves. They all
say we need a plan but never say what that plan is or
how to do it; or don’t provide the downside of their
proposals (“Robbing Peter to pay Paul”). It’s always
the waste and corruption of the other guy (or gal) and
the influence of the insiders – even though they have
been insiders for years; however, claiming they are
not. But the insiders have the power and control the
system. President George W. Bush has been painted
as the only bad guy due to his unpopularity in the
polls. Yet, Congress controlled by the opposition
party is dreadfully lower in the polls. Who is one to
believe?

The Presidential election this year is one of the
strangest in recent memories. The two power groups,
Democrats and Republicans, have carved up special
interest factions and those polarized (left, right,
gender, race, religion, abortion, sexual preference,
cut and run, drill it or not) into their respective
camps. Seems like there is no room or interest in the
moderates, the middle of the road voters. Presum-
ably, the political pundits conclude that the middle
splits their votes between donkeys and pachyderms
– thus canceling each other out. The only factions up
for grabs seem to be blue-collar workers and disen-
franchised “Hillaries.” So, is the extreme the only
division of importance?

We hear mutterings from some, “Out of 300 mil-
lion people in the United States and we find our-
selves at this point?” One thing is for sure, it is going
to be very interesting, spirited, on the national scene
between now and Election Day, November 4.

Presidential election years bring out more voters
than normal, although there has been a steady de-
cline in voting overall. We urge voters not to forget
the important local races. Learn about the candi-
dates. We urge the candidates to write you about the
issues and their views. We’ll publish their letters to
you and ask them to send their submittals by e-mail
to editor@goleader.com. Our longstanding policy is
to provide space every week in our newspapers for
local officials and candidates for office to express
their views to you. This holds true year-round – not
just election time.

On this page is a list of candidates important to
residents of Union County. We have posted addi-
tional information at www.goldeader.com/08elec-

tion and will update the website as more information
is obtained on local candidates. Surprisingly, there is
very little information on local candidates available
at this time – with only eight weeks or so left to the
election.

We continue to question why the DEM and GOP
county committees do not provide information on
their candidates on their websites. Is this is an
oversight or a purposeful omission? Pictures and
biographies of candidates should be widely acces-
sible to voters so they can be more educated before
entering the voting booth.

We invite all candidates to our newspaper office to
discuss their candidacies. To the extent possible, we
will videotape the interviews and put them on the
Internet.

The Congress race of the Seventh District should
be hotly contested where Sen. Leonard Lance (R)
and Asw. Linda Stender (D) are squaring off. The
2008 municipal election in Scotch Plains for mayor
and council is expected to be a down-to-the wire
dogfight. Fanwood and Cranford council races should
be very interesting along with those in Garwood and
Roselle Park. Elizabeth has a mayoral election but it
is a foregone conclusion to most that Mayor Chris
Bollwage will win reelection. Other races locally
seem to be uncompetitive, with little vitality. The
GOP seems to have given up competing for seats on
the Union County Freeholder Board.

Perhaps, you the voter can the change apathy by
asking questions now and showing up at the polls,
armed with information and the will for the best in
government.

We request the public to make their opinions
known to us. This information will be passed on to
the candidates, we will ask questions of them and
publish their responses.

Expect candidates to be knocking on your door.
Give them your time and express your views. Cam-
paigns and political parties with their messages are
integral to the function of democracy and can be fun.
Somehow, in the flurry, citizens and candidates
wrestle with the issues, review public policy and put
on display those who offer to lead us – all with the
crescendo and finality at the voting booth. It’s a good
and necessary thing. We hope electioneering doesn’t
get nasty as many fractions threaten. We hope it stays
only “silly.”

Campaigns can test the boundaries of good taste.
In respect to this, the newspaper policy is: “The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains- Fanwood
Times provide space each week for candidates seek-
ing elected office [including party officials] to ex-
press their views to our readers. Also, this is a
standing offer extended to all elected officials of the
region currently serving. Our intent is to get to the
heart of the issues important to you locally, while
avoiding personal attacks on opponents, spin and
“fluff.” Our editors apply their judgment and may
reject submissions deemed inappropriate.” We look
forward to what our readers, leaders and contenders
have to say.

Additional election information
can be found at www.goleader.com;
at the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, www.ucnj.org; at the state elec-
tion site, www.elec.state.nj.us and at
the federal election site,
www.fec.gov.

Union County political party
websites are unioncountygop.org and
unioncountydems.com.

The public and candidates can pro-
vide updated information on candi-
dates by sending an e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

America First

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Toison – The fleece of sheep
2. Iconoclasm – The act of breaking or

destroying images
3. Catallactics – In political economy,

the science of commercial exchanges
4. Acrotism – Absence or

imperceptability of the pulse beat

FORZANDO
1. A large deep bowl used for salads
2. With force or stress
3. A malicious person
4. A crossbow of the middle ages

CARAPACE
1. Turned up at the tip like a pug nose
2. Carefree, feeling relaxed
3. Bristly hairs on the porcupine
4. The upper shell of a turtle, crab, etc.

FULIGINOSITY
1. Unhealthfulness; unwholesomeness
2. The act of making blind
3. Sootiness; smokiness
4. Temporary loss of memory of one’s

surroundings
RAFFISH

1. Disgraceful; cheap
2. Confused; puzzled
3. Fatigued; exhausted
4. Fussy, petty

GW Needs Resolution
On Cty Government
I am an advocate of good government

and publish a Garwood newsletter, The
Roaming Eye and Ear (aka TREE), which
details the workings of the borough and
its agencies.

In July, I wrote a letter to the media
sounding the death knell of Garwood due
to bad politics now infiltrating Garwood.
I am glad to say that I may have been
premature. At that council meeting, the
lone sitting Republican Councilman An-
thony Sytko introduced a resolution re-
garding inequities of finance from the
county to Garwood, and that we need
better county representation. The Demo-
crat majority on council shut him down.
However, there was one Democrat Coun-
cilman absent that night. At the following
August council meeting, Councilman
Napolitano read a statement in agreement
to Sytko’s statement. This issue suddenly
became bipartisan.

But it’s not so much as politics coming
into play. These two councilmen were
born and raised in Garwood and cherish
their hometown, putting Garwood’s
people before politics. Due to bad poli-
tics, we are experiencing overly dense
and poorly constructed developments, pa-
tronage and poor return from the county
of our $4 million in county taxpayer mon-
ies.

The mayor, now seeing bipartisan sup-
port, instructed the borough attorney to
review for possible introduction of a reso-
lution. But therein lies the rub.

This resolution will be a negative state-
ment against the county and its bad poli-
tics, and well it should be. In NJ politics,
those in political control are able to sub-
vert tax moneys to their good political
soldiers by way of business, livelihood or
jobs. In addition, county political bosses
have allowed them a blessing of power in
local towns as long as they allow the bad
politics such as noted above to continue.

It is no different here in Garwood.
Those in the “behind the scenes” political
control all make their livelihood from
county tax monies, which are of course
paid by us, the residents. I will not men-
tion names. This resolution is not good to
them so they will most likely create a
subtle but major resistance to it no matter
how good intentioned this is.

As a resident and activist, I call upon
the mayor and council of Garwood by the
October 14th council meeting, to pass a
resolution decrying the inequities of the
county tax moneys toward Garwood and
call for better representation, possibly
through redistricting, so Garwood can get
its fair share of county services. The word-
ing is important. Last year, a worthless
resolution was passed regarding “devel-
opers pay-to-play.” It did not stop bad
development.

This gives three council meetings to
introduce and vote on the resolution as
put forth by Councilman Sytko and sup-
ported by Councilman Napolitano. Vote
“yea” or “nay.” To me an abstention is
evading your oath of responsibility.

If this resolution is approved, I will be
satisfied that the mayor and council put
Garwood’s residents first. However, if
this resolution is strung along past the
election date of November 4th or voted
down, I will make sure the residents know
just where those on the council stand.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help


