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NOT JUST FOR FOOTBALL…A group of sightseers enjoys an informative
ecology tour of the wilderness along the Hackensack River in the Meadowlands.
The Meadowlands Commission runs the boat trips.
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The Meadowlands Is An
‘Oasis’ In the Middle of City

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CARLSTADT — A group of about
15 people, some armed with cameras,
some peering through the magnified
lens of binoculars, others just leaning
back to feel the last days of summer’s
breeze against their face, sat side-by-
side on a pontoon boat excited to tour
the waterways of the Hackensack
River in the Meadowlands.

The two-hour tour of the river is not
what people expect when they hear
“Meadowlands.” During this ride, the
embankments were dotted with white
egrets, great blue herons, cormorants
and seagulls. Osprey nests perched
above the land. Overhead, a four-
some of snow geese stretched their
long white necks across the sky. Two
swans sauntered close together on the
river’s surface.

The New Jersey Meadowlands
Commission began running boat and
canoe tours here more than 20 years
ago to promote the work it has done to
preserve the environment in the Mead-
owlands, an 8,400-acre parcel of wet-
lands and uplands, about 60 percent
less than what existed some 200 years
ago. Originally, the commission was
formed to develop the area, and still
takes on that task, but it has also
treaded new ground in environmental
education by creating a nature center
in the Richard W. DeKorte Park in
Lyndhurst, walking trails and guided
tours of the river, among others. By
law, for every acre of Meadowlands
filled in, a range from one acre to 27
acres must remain as open space, a
formula that is determined by the
Army Corps of Engineers.

The area is picturesque and an ex-
ample of conservation in action, and
even though water quality has im-
proved, concerns about sediment con-
tamination in the river exist. This has
resulted in the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) setting forth crab and fish
consumption advisories for certain
species.

This late August evening, the boat
shoved off at 6 p.m. a half-hour be-
hind schedule as the captain and guide
waited for a late-comer, who called to
say he (or she)  made a wrong turn in
attempting to find the dockyard at the
River Barge Park and Marina in
Carlstadt.

At this hour, the sun had started to
set, adding to the hushed calm of the
waters.

“It’s an oasis,” Jim Certoma of Jer-
sey City said.

“We were at the Interpretive Cen-
ter (a natural history and ecology
learning facility of the Hudson River
Estuary at Liberty State Park) and
saw the signs for the boat tours. Liv-
ing in the city, we gravitate toward
open spaces,” his wife, Lorraine,
Saulino said.

It’s mysteriously quiet for most of
the ride, considering Route 3 and the
New Jersey Turnpike are nearby. The
silence was sliced into for a moment
as the boat passed under railroad
tracks, including a Bascule bridge,
where an Acela fast-train whisked by,
and a freight train honked its horn at
the crowd, beeping hello. The group
got a kick out this, passenger Jose
Martinez saying, “That’s a horn you
won’t hear every day.”

Arie Leegwater of Midland Park
and his grandson, Matt, had signed
up for this tour for this specific pur-
pose. They both have an interest in
old bridges and architecture. “I really
loved it. The tour really got into the
old industrial area,” said Mr.
Leegwater of the excursion.

The guide, one of two who take
turns riding on the boat to narrate the
tour, told much about the observed
architecture, old and new, including
the monstrous Xanadu, and told sto-
ries about Snake Hill, more so than
the some 260 species of birds that call
the Meadowlands home, an aspect
Ms. Saulino was disappointed with.
She and her husband plan to come
back and give the canoe trip a try.

The pontoon boat weaved into the
Sawmill Creek trail in Lyndhurst that
shoots off the river, where the 14-
foot-high bushy-tailed Phragmites
and birds were seen up close. The
commission has successfully been
able to keep the Phragmites from
overtaking the marsh in some test
areas by planting other species that
manage to keep the invasive plant at
bay.

Another couple relaxed the whole
way, just taking in the gentle winds
and glossy-magazine-like views. “It’s
a great day for it,” Maria Palmeri-
Martinez of Baywood said, snuggled
up to her husband Mr. Martinez.

“I was looking for something dif-
ferent to do,” she said. Then she smiled
and disclosed it was their 20th wed-
ding anniversary.

Ms. Saulino summed up her expe-
rience, concluding, “It was nice to be
on the water and see it from a differ-
ent perspective.”

For more information, visit
njmeadowlands.gov. Pre-registration
is required, and eco-tours run through
October 1. The suggested donation is
$15 per person. All donations are
applied directly to programs at the
Meadowlands Environment Center,
a commission facility operated by
Ramapo College.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Myers Rips Adler for Distorting
Picture, ‘Lying’ in Mailer

Other New Jersey competitive Con-
gressional districts besides the Sev-
enth District are heating up. This
week, Republican Chris Myers ac-
cused his Democratic opponent, state
Senator John Adler, of “lying” about
his (Mr. Myers) stance on Iraq and
doctoring photos to appear that he
was walking with President George
W. Bush.

Mr. Myers and Mr. Adler are bat-
tling for the third district open seat
vacated by retiring Rep. James Saxton
(R-NJ). The district includes parts of
Burlington, Camden and Ocean
Counties.

“John Adler and his cronies in Tren-
ton and Washington have stooped to a
shameful new low today by doctor-
ing my photo and lying about my
position on the issue of Iraq recon-
struction aid in an attempt to mislead
voters and divert attention away from
Mr. Adler’s deplorable tax-and-spend
record as a 16-year career Trenton
politician,” Mr. Myers told
politickernj.com.

Kent Manahan to Leave NJN
In Dec. for Early Retirement
Kent Manahan, the sister of former

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
Manahan, is retiring in December as

anchor of NJN’s nightly news pro-
gram after 30 years with the station.

McCain Picks Alaska Gov.
Palin As VP on GOP Ticket

Republican Presidential nominee
John McCain last week selected first-
term Alaska Governor Sarah Palin as
his choice for vice president on the
GOP ticket. She was elected in 2006
after defeating GOP incumbent Frank
Murkowski in the Primary and Demo-
crat Tony Knowles in the General
Election. Prior to that role, she served
as a councilwoman and mayor in
Wasilla, Alaska.

Two weeks ago, Democratic Presi-
dential nominee Barack Obama
picked U.S. Senator from Delaware,
Joe Biden, as his VP pick.

Ex-Chair of PD/FD Retirement
System Dies From Bridge Jump
The Star-Ledger reported that the

former chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees of the state’s Police and Fireman’s
Retirement System, Peter James Van
Etten, 54, committed suicide on Mon-
day by jumping off the Route 138
bridge and onto the Garden State Park-
way, where he was hit by an oncom-
ing bus. A retired Belmar police cap-
tain, he was reappointed in 2007 by
Governor Jon Corzine to the state’s
parole board. He was first appointed
to the board in 2001.

READY FOR PLAY…Scotch Plains Republican candidates for mayor and
council, Nancy Malool, left, and Mary DePaola, inspect Southside Park, where a
new lighted artificial turf soccer field will be ready for play this week.

Campaign Release, Scotch Plains Republicans

Malool, DePaola Talk Rec
Scotch Plains Republican Mayoral

candidate Nancy Malool and Town-
ship Council candidate Mary DePaola
spoke on Saturday of the “numerous”
recreation successes accomplished in
the last few years’ in the township.

In a relatively short period of time,
Scotch Plains’ parks, playgrounds,
and ball fields have been renovated
and expanded to the point where the
township now enjoys some of the
most preeminent recreational facili-
ties in the area.

Ms. Malool commented, “It be-
came apparent to us a few years back
that with the number of young people
participating in the various recre-
ational programs offered in Scotch
Plains, we needed to renovate and
expand our facilities. Much credit
should go to our recreation commis-
sion and recreation department for
their foresight and hard work. So
many projects have been accom-
plished, including the creation of me-
morial fields on Plainfield Avenue,
the renovations of Farley, Kramer,
and Jerseyland Parks, the Field of
Dreams project at Park Middle
School, the new lighted baseball and
soccer fields at the Vo-Tech on Raritan
Road and the soon-to-be-completed
lighted artificial turf soccer/lacrosse
complex at Southside Park.

“Additionally, our recreation com-
mission advocated for, and the town-
ship council approved the creation
of, miniature golf at Scotch Hills.
This facility has become increasingly
popular and is bringing in revenue
that is paying for, if not exceeding, its
cost of operation.”

Ms. DePaola added, “We are quite
proud of all that has been accom-
plished in recreation, which has no
doubt enhanced the quality of life in

Scotch Plains. Keep in mind that our
recreation department is much more
than parks, playgrounds and ball
fields. It is this department that coor-
dinates the popular summer cultural
arts concert series, our annual Mayor’s
Gala and our senior programs. It is
important to remember that while
youth programs have expanded and
flourished, our seniors are perhaps
the fastest growing segment of the
community, and they are more active
than ever. I compliment the council
for the purchase of a new senior citi-
zen bus and expanding the free trans-
portation for our seniors to shopping
and important appointments.

“I understand also that a new Se-
nior Television show is being created
for Scotch Plains Television TV34.
Most importantly, our seniors can
count on my vote for a much-de-
served senior center in Scotch Plains,”
Ms. DePaola said.

Ms. Malool concluded, “I whole-
heartedly agree with my running mate
on the establishment of the new se-
nior center. That is a project that
ought to be next on our recreation
commission’s agenda, and if a con-
sensus cannot be achieved on the
2008 township council, I hope to lead
the 2009 council forward on this
project. As we look to the near future,
Brookside Park should be the next
facility slated for renovation and up-
grades, and we should also coordi-
nate with the Frazee House Restora-
tion Committee as we look to en-
hance the former zoo property.

“The feedback we have received
from the recreation community at
large has been heartening. They truly
appreciate what is being accom-
plished on behalf of our young and
our young at heart.”

NJ Sends ‘Task Force
 One’ Personnel to La.
WEST TRENTON – Acting Gov-

ernor Richard Codey signed an order
Sunday to deploy 35 New Jersey State
Police personnel from New Jersey
Task Force One to Louisiana to assist
communities affected by hurricane
Gustav. The team drove in a convoy
for an estimated 22 hours to Louisi-
ana. The personnel are skilled in swift
water rescue, inflatable Zodiac boats
and flat bottom boats.

WF Community Center Sets
Sept 11 For Event at Temple
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Community Center will hold a grand
auction and fun event on September
11 at the Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. The public is invited to
attend this fundraising event, which
supports the center’s new “Help-a-
Child” program — a program de-
signed for young people with special
needs in after school care.

Local merchants, community or-
ganizations and individuals have gen-
erously contributed to this cause, of-
fering a wide selection of attractive
items for auction and providing venue,
refreshments and other gifts and ser-

vices for the event.
Amongst the auction items will be

an authentic major league baseball
signed by the Yankee’s star relief
pitcher Mariano Rivera. There will
also be a surprise offer from Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, who is the
honorary chairman of this event. The
auctioneer, Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, has generously offered his
services free of charge. Mr. Bramnick
has distinguished himself as a private
attorney and as a legislator.

Mr. Bramnick has gained fame as a
comedian-auctioneer who freely gives
his time for charitable events. On
Sept. 11 he will provide laughs and
entertainment not to be missed.

The auction will be on Sept. 11 in
the Temple Emanu-El at 756 Broad
St., Westfield from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Tickets are $20. A 50/50 raffle (tick-
ets also $20) will be held and the
winning ticket will be drawn and an-
nounced at the end of the auction.
There will be refreshments, live mu-
sic and community fellowship.

The Westfield Community Center
is a 501(c)(3) organization that has
provided services to the community
for 75 years. It operates programs for
younger citizens, after school for ages
6 to 12 and older adults with a variety
of services and activities. An all-day
camp for local young people is oper-
ated during the summer months.

For tickets and information, call
the center at (908) 232-4759.

ACLU Claims NJ
Schools Use Barriers
NEWARK – The American Civil

Liberties Union of New Jersey says
that at least 20 percent of New Jersey
public school districts are breaking
the law by asking for information that
would reveal a parent or child’s So-
cial Security number or immigration
status as a prerequisite for enroll-
ment. Last Friday, the ACLU-NJ sent
letters to New Jersey Department of
Education Commissioner Lucille
Davy and 187 school districts asking
them to stop requesting Social Secu-
rity numbers or immigration status.
The ACLU contends that 139 school
districts illegally required Social Se-
curity numbers or immigration status
of students.

Friends of Library to
Dedicate Farley Tree
WESTFIELD -- The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library will hold
a tree dedication ceremony in memory
of Ilene “Mike” Farley on Saturday,
September 13, at 11 a.m. by the drive-
way of the library. Afterwards, a gath-
ering will be held in the library com-
munity room. Ms. Farley was one of
the founders and the first president of
the Friends, serving from 1972 to
1974. In 1993, she was the recipient
of the Gaston Award. The Gaston
Award is given annually to a library
member or a town group for service
to the library. Funds for the tree were
donated by the members of Ms.
Farley’s book club and the Friends.

September is National
Preparedness Month
ELIZABETH – County residents

are encouraged to prepare for a pos-
sible emergency. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the New
Jersey Department of Health and Se-
nior Services and the Union County
Office of Health Management
(UCHM) ask all Americans to pre-
pare emergency supply kits, create
family emergency plans and to be
informed about threats.

The UCHM offers preparedness
presentations, free of charge, to neigh-
borhood groups, service organiza-
tions, churches, businesses and
groups. These include: “Emergency
Preparedness: Taking Personal Re-
sponsibility,” “Influenza: Facing New
Global Challenges” and “Health in
Your Hands.”

For more information on the county
preparedness programs, contact
Natalia Munoz at (908) 518-5629 or
e-mail: nmunoz@ucnj.org.

Public Advocate Seeks to
Assist Seniors with Rebates
TRENTON – Public Advocate (PA)

Ronald Chen requested county facili-
ties to see if any seniors they are
caring for have either not filed for, or
have been overcharged by tax
preparers assisting them in applying
for, federal economic stimulus rebate
checks.

According to the IRS, 9,819 county
residents have not applied for the
stimulus checks. The PA’s office said
70 percent of those persons are 65
and over. Statewide, 156,768 resi-
dents, mostly elderly, have not ap-
plied for their $300 to $600 federal
economic stimulus check. The de-
partment has contacted 1,253 nurs-
ing homes, assisted living facilities
and residential health care facilities
with instructions to help residents
claim the funds. The deadline for
filing a 2007 tax form, which is re-
quired to claim the economic stimu-
lus check, is October 15.

“We have had reports that some tax
preparers are charging in excess of
$100 to prepare a simple tax form and
that some facilities are helping senior
residents prepare the forms, but are
scooping up the funds as soon as they
arrive,” said Mr. Chen. He noted his
department has identified and is in-

vestigating several such complaints.
Mr. Chen cautioned that those who

do apply for the stimulus check in
advance of the October 15 deadline
should be wary of tax preparers who
charge exorbitant fees and should be
aware that some nursing facilities may
try to take a portion of the funds to
cover unpaid expenses.

He said some residents are mistak-
enly concerned that obtaining the re-
bate funds might affect their eligibil-
ity for Medicaid assistance. “The resi-
dents, with the assistance of facility
social workers or staff as appropriate,
simply need to make sure that the
funds are spent within 60 days of
receipt of the check.”

Information on how to apply is
available on the PA website at
njpublicadvocate.gov.

The IRS has reported that there are
503,810 New Jersey residents who
receive federal benefits who are eli-
gible to file for the Economic Stimu-
lus Program. As of June, 31 percent
of those eligible had not filed.

To contact an IRS-certified tax aide
volunteer, visit aarp.org/taxaide, call
(888) 227-7669, go to irs.gov or call
(800) 829-1040 for IRS assistance to
find a taxpayer assistance center.

PA-NY-NJ Joins
Suit Against FAA

AREA — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey has filed to
join a suit that seeks to invalidate a
plan by the federal government to
auction flight slots at the New York
metropolitan region’s airports. The
Air Transport Association filed the
original suit in the same court.

According to the PA, the Federal
Aviation Administration is attempt-
ing to stop the authority from receiv-
ing funds to enhance safety and secu-
rity, and increase capacity for more
than 100 million passengers.


