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POLICE BLOTTER

calculations that she deemed “ab-
surd.”

Fellow LD-22 Democrat Jerry
Green voted in favor of A500’s pas-
sage and said his decision is based on
the notion that “we have a generation
of people who have lived here their
entire lives and can’t afford to live in
this state. Teachers, firemen, police-
men — they work in a municipality
and can’t afford to live there.”

Mr. Green said the legislation does
not “force” affordable housing on
any one municipality. He also said
the COAH legislation is not meant to
punish towns such as Westfield and
Scotch Plains, which have been com-
pliant; rather, “we’re talking about
new communities who have ignored
their responsibility [to provide af-
fordable housing].”

Mr. Green believes that when af-
fordable housing is provided, a more
stable, positive environment goes
hand-in-hand.

“We’re trying to give a quality house
and a quality atmosphere to people,”
he said. “Packing them in isn’t the
answer. They need to have a chance at
a quality education. Instead of throw-
ing a few dollars at them and, in a
year, having it disappear. Affordable
housing will address a number of
things. It takes into consideration
education, safety and quality of life.”

He acknowledged that the COAH
legislation is not “perfect,” but said,
“We have to start some place.”

Mr. Green respects Mrs. Stender’s
position on the matter, and said he
“would not support any legislation
that hurts Scotch Plains or Fanwood.”

He did have a message for his Re-
publican colleagues, however.

“You can quote me on this,” Mr.
Green said. “Republican legislators
realize their children can’t afford to
live here, and they need to look in the
mirror.”

Republican Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) re-
sponded to Mr. Green’s comments by
saying, “I’m happy to talk in broad
concepts, but it doesn’t answer the ques-
tion – why is the state imposing inaccu-
rate mandates and eliminating RCAs?”

Mr. Bramnick called the COAH
legislation “probably one of the worst
state mandates imposed,” since his
time in office.

He said COAH is “arbitrarily” as-

signing numbers to towns based on
“misleading” data.

Many COAH calculations, he said,
were based on looking at spaces upon
which towns could never build.

“COAH then said, ‘If we’re wrong,
you can apply to the state to reduce
your number [of affordable units].’
Why should a municipality have an-
other added burden?”

Mr. Bramnick also took issue with
a mandated 2.5 percent tax on all
commercial development that was
included in A500’s language.

“In a recession, now you’re going
to enact a developers’ tax? If you’re
building a strip mall and are doing a
$10 million project, we’re talking
hundreds of thousands of dollars.”

Mr. Bramnick could not understand
why the state would eliminate RCAs
– “a government mandate program
that was actually working… Now
they’re going to change it?”

Mr. Bramnick said he believes the
reaction from municipalities and the
League of Municipalities will be so
“overwhelming” that COAH and state
government will have to change their
stances.

He suggested COAH stress the re-
habbing of existing units and aban-
doned properties, instead of impos-
ing high-density housing on towns.

Mr. Bramnick also said the state
must eliminate Builders’ Remedy
Lawsuits and, in the future, make
housing suggestions after environ-
mental concerns are vetted.

“Is anyone surprised that the state
screwed up again?” he asked.

Mr. Bramnick suggested that
COAH, instead of making assess-
ments based on aerial maps, tour the
regions and “see what’s really avail-
able. Come down and join us on the
ground.”

Mr. Bramnick said the state must
use “common sense” because, in his
opinion, its policies are “forcing
people out.”

He said the affordable-housing is-
sue is not a partisan matter, as Demo-
cratic mayors have joined the lawsuit
against COAH, and the League of
Municipalities, which has challenged
the legality of COAH’s third-round
rules, is led by Robert Bowser, the
Democratic mayor of East Orange.

“I’ve never seen a reaction like
this,” Mr. Bramnick said.
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Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies
written in 2007.  Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2008 Allstate
Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(800) 554-6964

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much
you’ll save.

Westfield
Monday, August 25, John Garofalo, 26,

of Union was arrested during a motor ve-
hicle stop at East Broad Street and Wood-
land Avenue on a criminal warrant for $150
from North Arlington and a traffic warrant
from Westfield for $231. He was released
after posting bail.

Monday, August 25, Gian Nieto, 18, of
Westfield was arrested on the 600 block of
Dorian Road and charged with criminal
trespass. According to police, Nieto alleg-
edly entered Westfield High School after
finding an open door, which resulted in
activation of an alarm. He was released on
his own recognizance.

Tuesday, August 26, David Sharpe, 31,
of Westfield was arrested at Clifton Street
and Beverly Drive and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI). He also was is-
sued a summons for refusal to submit breath
samples. Sharpe was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Monday, September 1, Patrick Hughes,
19, of Westfield was arrested at his resi-
dence on a Westfield traffic warrant. He
was released after posting $130 bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, August 29, Jamar Green, 24, of

Cincinnati, Ohio was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed and
released.

Friday, August 29, a resident of Hetfield
Avenue reported that someone damaged a
decoration valued at $50 while it was hang-
ing in the yard.

Friday, August 29, Thomas Denovellis,
43, of Jackson was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Friday, August 29, Jayson Knowles, 21,
of Rahway was arrested and charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance after being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he was
processed and released.

Saturday, August 30, Marco Giasullo,

21, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). Ac-
cording to police, officers responded to a
report from a homeowner stating that
Giasullo’s car was parked on their lawn.
While investigating the incident, police
smelled alcohol on the suspect’s breath,
authorities reported. Giasullo was processed
and released, police said.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of Short
Hills Lane reported that someone entered
her motor vehicle and removed several
compact disks and loose change.

Saturday, August 30, a resident of Cedar
Grove Terrace reported that someone en-
tered her home and removed her laptop
computer valued at approximately $300.

Mountainside
Thursday, August 28, Rafael R.

Modenese, 30, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant out of East Orange in the
amount of $500.

Friday, August 29, Laura Murin, 44, of
Garwood was arrested and charged with
DWI after being involved in a motor vehicle
accident on Mill Lane. According to police,
when officers arrived at the scene of the
accident, Murin was having difficulty main-
taining her balance, and a bag of empty beer
cans was found in the vehicle. After failing
a field sobriety test, Murin was transported
to headquarters where she was processed
and released to her 24-year-old son.

Sunday, August 31, officers reported to
the Atlantic Health Care Paramedic build-
ing after observing smoke coming from a
roof vent. According to police, an engine
compartment fire in one of the emergency
vehicles was observed.

Paramedics stated that the ambulance
had been used 30 minutes prior to being
parked, with no indication of a problem,
officers reported. The vehicle was towed
from the location and no other damage was
sustained, authorities said.

Tuesday, September 2, Noelle E.
Boynton, 25, of Plainfield was arrested for
a violation of a court order after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CRASH...On Tuesday evening, a 17-year-old girl driving up Cowperthwaite
Place failed to see a car coming up Clark Street in Westfield and broad-sided the
vehicle. No injuries were reported, and the fire department guarded against
danger from gasoline spills.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Democratic congressional candidate Linda Stender joins
Scotch Plains mayoral candidate Kevin Glover in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s
Italian Festival this weekend.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican congressional candidate Leonard Lance joins
Scotch Plains council candidate Mary DePaola, left, and mayoral candidate Nancy
Malool in greeting voters at the St. Bart’s Italian Festival this weekend.

Lower Revenue Projections
Could Stall Rec. Requests

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Just a couple of
weeks after finally putting this year’s
municipal budget to bed, Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the Borough Council
Tuesday night turned their attention to
the next spending plan.

“I know we just got finished [with
the 2008 budget],” Fred Tomkins,
the borough’s chief financial officer,
said at the governing body’s monthly
agenda meeting. “But, we sort of
have to get started again.”

Mr. Tomkins began by looking at the
revenue side of the budget picture.

“What I see right now is some of the
things we had problems with [this year]
are going to repeat themselves again,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

Specifically, Mr. Tomkins pointed to
less expected revenue from fees for
construction code permits, municipal
court  and “general fees,” in addition to
an anticipated drop in interest from
investments.

“Because we have much less in sur-
plus, we don’t have much to invest,”
Mr. Tomkins said, adding that the bor-
ough “should be able to replenish”
some surplus funds in the next budget.

As for the construction code fees,
Mr. Tomkins said current permit fees
are not covering costs, meaning the
borough is “breaking even or maybe
even losing money.”

“We may need to look at that; these
are things we need to keep an eye on,”
Mr. Tomkins said.

On the appropriations side of the
budget, Mr. Tomkins said the state is
again expected to reduce municipal
aid; plus, he said, “we know there are
some [costs] that we know will go up.”

“We are going to have budget issues
again,” continued Mr. Tomkins. “They
are not going away…it’s not going to
be pleasant.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce re-
sponded, “We have to make some deci-
sions [now] that are going to have an
impact in January.”

“You cannot wait; I agree,” Mr.
Tomkins answered.

Councilman David Valian asked
whether new development downtown
would have a positive impact on the
next budget.

“There should be some impact from
development,” Mr. Tomkins said, add-
ing, “It won’t change the levy, but it
could impact the [municipal tax] rate.”

Mr. Tomkins said he plans to discuss
other budget appropriations issues at
next month’s agenda meeting.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, only one person spoke.

Woodland Avenue resident Tom
Tzerefos said, “I want to stay here when
I retire,” but added he does not think he
will be able to afford the property taxes.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis re-
sponded that Mr. Tzerefos may be able
to qualify and apply for a senior citi-

zens’ property tax reduction; Mayor
Mahr said the borough would send him
information.

Mr. Tzerefos also said, “People in
this town think you waste money. Can
you open your books and show people
where the money goes?”

“I think that’s what we did on July 9
[at the town-wide budget meeting],”
Mayor Mahr responded. “I never heard
[from residents] that we waste money.
I heard anger at the state and maybe the
county.

“We don’t waste money in this town,”
the mayor continued. “There is no pork
and no fat [in the budget] and, as for
opening our books, we’re happy to do
that…that’s why we have budget meet-
ings for eight months.”

The mayor added that she and other
officials are also available to discuss
budget issues at borough hall.

In other business Tuesday night,
Mr. Estis said he has sent a letter to
Cingular regarding an agreement the
cell phone provider has with the bor-
ough to lease space on its communica-
tions tower.

Despite a contract, Cingular never
followed through to actually use the
tower, resulting in a loss of potential
revenue for the borough.

Mr. Estis said the borough has re-
quested to “enter into mediation” with
Cingular so that it can re-bid the tower
lease contract with an eye toward mak-
ing a deal with another interested com-
pany, Metro PC.

The governing body also discussed
options for applying for the county’s
annual recreation trust grant program.

The borough’s recreation commis-
sion has said it would like to apply
for funds to help support the Fanwood
Youth Organization (FYO) sports
program, various sports field im-
provements and the “Summer Park”
program, and to finance a picnic
pavilion at LaGrande Park, tennis
court renovations at Forest Road Park
and air conditioning at the LaGrande
Park building.

Noting that the county’s grant pro-
gram requires matching funds from the
borough, Councilman Bruce Walsh
said, “I think I would be opposed to this.
I don’t think we can afford to do any-
thing that could potentially cost us
money.”

Mr. Valian said that while he en-
couraged the recreation commission
to consider its potential grant fund-
ing priorities, “I suggested [that it
should not be] surprised if [the] coun-
cil comes back and says these are
expenses that we don’t want to com-
mit to right now.”

Mayor Mahr said the borough would
likely be able to apply for grants for the
FYO, Summer Park, and possibly the
LaGrande air conditioning; she said the
first two would not require an appro-
priation to meet the matching require-
ment.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS...Above is a first glimpse inside the Lincoln School
classrooms. The school features nine kindergarten rooms, three for pre-school
students with disabilities, one for transitional kindergarten students, one for the
primary Leaps and Bounds class and one general classroom. Each room is equipped
with a bathroom, flat panel computer monitor, DVD player and Internet.
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Westfield Town Council
1391 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains, as well as a bus specifically
for special-needs children.

Busses were originally going to be
placed on school property, but that
interfered with drop-off and pick-up.
So, three spaces have been marked
for busses on the street.

Next week, in addition to passing a
second reading for an ordinance to
address parking at Lincoln and
Roosevelt schools, the town will intro-
duce an ordinance to roll back the en-
forcement on employee parking spaces.

Currently, parking is enforced in
Lot 8 (UBS, Verizon lot) from 9 a.m.
to 7 p.m. In the future, those spots
will only be enforced until 4:30 p.m.,
when the Night Owl parking begins.
The same procedure will be effective
at the bagged meters on Ferris Place,
Orchard and Elm Streets.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield Leader
after the meeting, “The thought is that
rolling back the hours allows more
flexibility. For instance, those work-
ing the night shifts at the local restau-
rants won’t have to buy permits.”

Originally, the town was going to
address parking restrictions on Forest
Glen Court – a street that does not
exist as of yet – next week, but decided
it was premature.

When completed, Forest Glen Es-
tates, a three-lot subdivision on a cul-
de-sac off Rahway Avenue, will feature
a new road, Forest Glen Court, which
will be exclusive to the three homes.

A recent advertisement listed the
pre-construction pricing starting at
$1.8 million.

The more-than-half-acre lots will
back up to Tamaques Park and St.
Helen’s Church.

Town Attorney Bob Cockren said
he received a call from the Forest
Glen developer’s lawyer. When the
planning board approved the estates,
Mr. Cockren said, it called for the
prohibition of on-street parking due
to an “unusually narrow cartway.”
The developer’s counsel now wishes
the town to act on this matter.

Town Engineer Ken Marsh said For-
est Glen is on the agenda for tonight’s

(Thursday’s) planning board meeting.
Mr. Marsh said, “There are a lot of

outstanding issues we’re working to
straighten out…There will be a reso-
lution memorializing final approval,
but there are a lot of conditions that
have to be met before [it’s complete].
Certain things they’re asking us to
approve…are not legal.”

The council will not act at the
moment and will wait until conditions
are met.

In other business, the council will
authorize a change order for the
Memorial Pool renovations to make
sure adequate funds are available to
pay for the expenditure. The total
approved, $2.64 million, marks an
increase of more than $200,000.

In August 2007, the council
unanimously awarded the contract to
Ray Palmer Associates, located in
Dover, which had submitted the
lowest bid at $2.4 million.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann will advise the council in
the coming week on the exact turnout
figures for this summer.

Mr. Gildea declared the past year
“a great season” and said the town
drew “record” attendances at the pool.

The Family Readiness Group (FRG)
of the New Jersey Army National
Guard 102nd Cavalry Squadron –
headquartered in Westfield – has
planned a “Support the Troops Casino
Night” on Saturday, October 18, at the
Westfield Armory on Rahway Avenue.

FRG’s work is to primarily support
families during soldiers’ absences.
The night is intended to serve as a
“thank you” to those who serve. For
more information, contact Nancy
LaCorte at (732) 991-1241.

In addition to casino night, there is
dinner, dancing and a silent auction.

At the behest of Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, Westfield will
join other county municipalities in
declaring September 19 “POW/MIA
Remembrance Day.”

The council discussed “Chambers
vs. The Town of Westfield” in
executive session after normal
business had concluded.

was determined the county could not
address the erosion because it did not
take place on county property. He pro-
posed the borough ask for financial
assistance from the county to help com-
plete the estimated $85,000 project and
received the council’s support to do so.

The council approved a recommen-
dation for a contract to make pothole
repairs on the borough’s roads.

“Not to take anything away from
public works,” Mayor Viglianti said,
but they have a ‘band aid approach.’ He
said experience has shown that con-
tractors have the equipment and exper-
tise the borough lacks to make lasting
repairs. A bid to complete the work was
formally recommended for approval.

The council also agreed to authorize
the borough’s volunteer fire depart-
ment to purchase 10 state-of-the-art air
packs under a state contract with the
supplier. The packs will be paid for
with grant money secured by the state
and 5 percent of the estimated $47,500
cost coming from the fire department.

Borough officials said representa-
tives from FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) recently came
to inspect equipment purchased with
grant money and were impressed by the
fire department’s “honesty and account-
ability.”

Fire officials acknowledged their
department has “routinely” returned
unused grant money and that this would
be looked upon favorably in the future
when requests for aid are considered.
The borough’s fire department plans to
ask for $500,000 this year for a new fire

engine.
A motion to open bidding for a

television inspection of damaged
storm sewers running from Deerfield
Court to behind Old Farm Road was
also approved by the governing body.
The collapse of a storm drain has
affected some adjacent properties.
After learning that it would cost in
excess of $600,000 to outfit an all-
new line with concrete pipe, the coun-
cil is now exploring whether spot
repairs can be made to the line to
address the problem at a reasonable
cost to taxpayers.

Officials said the first step in the
process would be to have a television
inspection done of the system to see
where repairs may need to be made.
The council approved to put the inspec-
tion out to bid.

The last item discussed publicly was
the approval of an ordinance that would
establish a Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee known as Mountainside Against
Drugs and Alcohol. The county is rec-
ommending that the borough approve
such an ordinance to bring
Mountainside into compliance with
Governor Jon Corzine’s “Blueprint for
a Drug Free New Jersey” initiative.

The nest public meeting of the
council will take place on Tuesday,
September 16, at 8 p.m. At this meet-
ing, Gary and Debra Wythe will be
commended for being the Parents of
the Year for 2008. The council also
said POW/MIA Remembrance Day
will be celebrated on Friday, Sep-
tember 19.
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Mountainside Council

Next week, read an exclusive
interview with Libertarian

candidate for President, Bob Barr


