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NOVEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 7

PAPERPP MILL PLAYHOUSE

BBAILEY HANKS

Potters’ Guild Hosts
Festival in Mountainside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its annual
fall sale of functional and sculptural
ceramics at the Community Presbyte-
rian Church, at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside (corner of Deer Path and
Meeting House Lane) on Saturday,
November 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, November 9, from noon to 5
p.m.

Admission is free, and credit cards
are now accepted for all sales. This
increasingly popular event draws hun-
dreds of customers from throughout
northern and central New Jersey and
even out of state. The show is the
perfect place to find a unique holiday
gift or a present for any occasion.

There will be many potters from
the area exhibiting their work this
season. Judy Musicant of
Mountainside will offer her latest cre-

ation of “functional art” using her
unique and colorful glaze combina-
tions.

Norma Messing will show her line
of beautiful functional ware in an
array of new and colorful glazes.
Nancy Zarbock’s large platters, in
both raku style and strikingly glazed
and decorated with floral and figura-
tive themes, are perfect for any style
of décor, and are perennial favorites.

A selection of vases, wall pieces,
pitchers, teapots, platters, casseroles,
raku and pit-fired vessels in varying
colors and styles, as well as one-of-a-
kind sculptures and decorative objects
of art, will be available.

For directions to the show, see the
Guild website at PottersGuildNJ.org or
call Judy Musicant at (908) 233-1633.

The Potters Guild is open to potters
of all skill levels living in New Jersey.

Book Store Hosts Longtime
SP Dentist Lawrence Kaplan
WESTFIELD – The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host a meet and
greet for Lawrence Kaplan, author of
“House of Ghosts,” on Saturday, No-
vember 1, from 2 to 4 p.m.

“House of Ghosts” was conceived
with the vivid memories of Mr. Kaplan’s
late mother-in-law, who witnessed
American bombers fly over the
Auschwitz concentration camp in Au-
gust 1944 on missions to attack a target
less than twelve miles away.

Three hundred thousand Hungarian
Jews awaited their fate. One 500-pound
bomb could have stopped the murder.
Why didn’t it happen?

“House of Ghosts” is historical fic-
tion based on years of research comb-

ing official U.S. government records,
Assistant Secretary of War John J.
McCloy’s own words, testimonies from
pilots who flew the missions against the
I.G. Farben synthetic rubber plant un-
der construction by concentration camp
inmates, Jewish Americans fighting
American isolationists prior to the Japa-
nese attack on Pearl Harbor, and the
rabid German American Bund.

Raised in Union, Mr. Kaplan has
practiced general dentistry in Scotch
Plains for 25 years. A confessed history
junkie, he currently resides in Bucks
County, Pa., with his wife Anne, two
dogs, four cats and a parrot, Boeing.

To reserve an autographed copy of
his book, call (908) 233-3535.

BY JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Here it is, only five days before the
election, and I am still not sure for
whom I will be voting on Tuesday.
That’s not the only unusual thing about
this election. There are others.

For instance, as I drive through the
streets of Westfield and Scotch Plains,
I notice very few lawn signs cam-
paigning for either candidate. Very
unusual for this town, indeed.

I have never seen such a lack of
enthusiasm for an election before.
People around here get more excited
about school board elections than they
seem to be for this presidential election.

I am confident that although many
of us may not be as passionate about
these candidates, the polls will be
jammed on Tuesday. My intention is
not to get political here but instead to
discuss appropriate November 4 din-
ner options.

Since time will be tight, the evening
meal will need to be something that is
quick to prepare. Wouldn’t it be fun to
eat something representative of your
candidate’s state? That is why I’ve
chosen this Illinois-style steak, which
is quick to grill or sauté. Serve with
potatoes and a vegetable for a com-
plete meal.

The second option is this tortilla
salad with its influence from the south-
west and a favorite in Arizona. It is a
complete meal. It may take a bit longer
than the steak dish, so preparing the
beef portion a day in advance is rec-
ommended. Each dish incorporates
apricot preserves, but the results are
as different as the candidates them-
selves. You vote which you like the
best. I cannot decide this either.

When my son Jeff tried the steak,
he immediately detected the hint of
cinnamon, which he described as
reminiscent of the holidays. He also
said it was one of the best steaks he’s
ever eaten. Not bad coming from my
most honest taste tester. It does sort of
have a festive taste, I must agree.

The taco salad may not seem like
anything out of the ordinary, but it is
the dressing that makes this dish stand
out. Simple to make, the combination
of these flavors, blend together to
complete a most delightful accompa-
niment to this Arizona-style taco
salad.
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Election Day Choices

Illinois-style Skirt Steak
INGREDIENTS

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 clove garlic, minced

½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon white sugar

2 tablespoons apricot preserves
½ pound skirt steak

PROCEDURE
     Combine the olive oil, garlic, cin-
namon, sugar and apricot preserves
in a shallow dish. Mix well. Make
shallow slits in the steak on both
sides. Place the steak in the dish and
turn to coat. Cover and let marinate
for at least 35 minutes.
     Lightly oil the grill or a frying pan.

Grill or sauté for 10 minutes or until
desired heat is achieved.

Arizona Taco Salad
INGREDIENTS
12 ounces lean ground beef

1 package (1.25 ounce) taco seasoning mix
1 can (15 ounce) red kidney beans, rinsed

and drained
1 head lettuce such as Boston or Romaine

½ cup cherry tomatoes
2 avocados, sliced

Tostito chips

PROCEDURE
     In a large skillet, sauté the beef
over a medium flame, being careful
to mash fine until the beef is cooked
through. Drain. Add the taco season-
ing, ¼ cup of water and the kidney
beans. Continue to sauté for 2-3 min-
utes. Cover and let simmer for 2 min-
utes. Arrange the lettuce, tomatoes,
avocados and chips on a large serving
platter. Spoon the beef mixture in the
center. Serve with the dressing.

Apricot Salad
Dressing

INGREDIENTS
¼ cup apricot preserves

¼ cup water
3 tablespoons apple cider or apple juice

3 cloves garlic, sliced
½ teaspoon crushed red pepper

1/3 cup vegetable oil

PROCEDURE
Place all ingredients in a blender and process
until smooth. Serve with Arizona Taco Salad.

Yield: 1 cup

Barack Obama
Illinois-style skirt steak

John McCain
Arizona Taco Salad

Miriam Schaer’s Sculptural
Bookworks At Tomasulo

“When Roses Cease to Bloom,” 2006, 16 x 19 x 13, Girdle, made of acrylic, silk,
found objects, digital printing and jingle bells. Inset, tunnel book 3” in diameter.
Text by Emily Dickinson. See release below for more information.

CRANFORD – From November 14,
through December 20, the exhibi-
tion, “Altars of the Invisible: Sculp-
tural Bookworks,” by multimedia
book artist Miriam Schaer, will be on
display in the Tomasulo Gallery at
Union County College’s Cranford
campus.

Ms. Schaer uses various types of
garments, such as girdles, bustiers, bras-
sieres, gloves, aprons and children’s
clothes as sources for her sculptures.
Inside each stiffened, shaped and em-
bellished sculpture are books and other
objects that she has hidden away in her
quest to explore various feminine, so-
cial and spiritual issues.

During her research on the history
of books, Ms. Schaer learned of the
ancient girdle book, which is a prayer
book worn by medieval monks tied to
their belts so that their prayers would
always be at hand. Ms. Schaer how-
ever, had a different vision of what
the girdle book would be.

Her books would contain, “…new
objects of devotion, new prayers, con-

templations.” Ms. Schaer compares
girdles to binders, like notebooks,
which she feels are places to hold and
keep stories and to, “… house ideas in
structures that are used to push and
mold the female figure into idealized
and often unreal shapes.”

Ms. Schaer said, “Working with
the girdle form has been a process of
healing; learning to love the female-
ness of my body and be comfortable
in my own skin.”

The opening reception for “Altars
of the Invisible: Sculptural
Bookworks” will be held on Friday,
November 14, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
Tomasulo Gallery, located on the first
floor of MacKay Library, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Mondays through Thursdays and
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesdays through Thursdays. For
more information, call (908) 709-
7155. For more information, visit
miriamschaer.neoimages.net.

Rainbow Experience Brings
Godspell to WF, Plainfield

DAY BY DAY...The Rainbow Experi-
ence will bring Godspell, the re-telling
of Christian biblical parables, to the
Westfield Congregational Church next
week. Now in its 10th season, The Rain-
bow Experience theater troupe was
founded by the joint ministries of the
United Church of Christ Congrega-
tional in Plainfield and the First Con-
gregational Church in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – The Rainbow Ex-
perience, a multi-cultural community
theater group, announced its produc-
tion of Godspell,
the musical adap-
tation of the book
of St. Matthew.

Now in its 10th
season, The Rain-
bow Experience
theater troupe was
founded by the
joint ministries of
the United Church
of Christ Congre-
gational in
Plainfield and the
First Congrega-
tional Church in
Westfield.

Godspell is a re-
telling of Christian
biblical parables,
of which the songs
are familiar. “Day
by Day” and “Light of the World” are
memorable songs.

Scott Goldman will direct this
year’s production of Godspell. Mr.
Goldman is the executive assistant of
the George Street Playhouse and pro-
ducer of his own theater company,
Stage Presence, Inc. Musical director
Paul Villarreal and choreographer
Michael Gary, who also recreates the
role of “The Teacher,” will assist him

The Rainbow Experience is dedi-
cated to its mission to create and

maintain a multiracial, interfaith,
intergenerational church and com-
munity partnership through the pro-

duction of theater.
The Rainbow

Experience is
funded in part by
grants from the
Union County Di-
vision of Cultural
and Heritage Af-
fairs, through a
grant from the
New Jersey State
Council on the
Arts/Department
of State.

Performances
will be in
Westfield at the
First Congrega-
tional Church on
Elmer Street on
November 8 at
7:30 p.m. and No-

vember 9 at 3 p.m.
In Plainfield at the United Church

of Christ, located at 220 West 7th
Street on the corner of Madison Av-
enue. The shows will be performed
on November 15, at 7:30 and Novem-
ber 16, at 3 p.m.

Tickets can be purchased at the
door or reserved at (908) 822-1147
for both locations. They can also be
reserved at: pfducc@comcast.net

Tickets cost $15. Seniors and chil-
dren under 12 can get in for $10.

Faculty, Aspiring Artists
Display Work at VACNJ
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Those who view pho-
tography as art recently had an oppor-
tunity to study this medium from two
perspectives: instructor and student.

West Orange resident Don Polzo,
an instructor at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ), and 12 of his
“Personal Projects” students recently
participated in VACNJ’s “Faculty and
Aspiring Artists Series.”

Mr. Polzo, a photographer since
1975, exhibited his digital photogra-
phy in the VACNJ Eisenberg Faculty
Gallery, while his students’ work was
exhibited on the second floor in the
Marite and Joe Robinson Strolling
Gallery II.

This “Faculty and Aspiring Artists
Series” provided the viewer the unique
experience of observing the connec-
tion between teacher and pupil and
the role an instructor plays in devel-
oping the talent of the student.

Mr. Polzo’s personal exhibit fea-
tured documentary-style photo-
graphs, entitled “New York Seen,”

which showed images of subways,
bridges and skylines.

He combines traditional silver
emulsion and digital capture to create
a documentary effect.

“Documentary photography allows
freedom, spontaneity and endless sub-
jects,” Mr. Polzo said.

“I perceive myself as a spectator
recording the ordinarily unseen…,”
he continued.

“Personal expression resides in a
state of ‘being’ present to your inner
creativity and inspirations…,” he said.

In addition to “Personal Projects,”
Mr. Polzo currently teaches Digital
Photography I, Digital Photography
II, Digital Imaging Photoshop I, Digi-
tal Imaging Photoshop II, and Adobe
Lightroom at the VACNJ.

Mr. Polzo’s “Personal Projects”
class gives students an opportunity to
create personal digital media.

Those students participating in the
“Personal Digital Projects with In-
structor Don Polzo” exhibit include
Westfield residents Don Morgan and
Joanie Schwarz, as well as area stu-
dents Ruth Bawarshi, E.J. Davis, Bill

Glasofer, Pam Greene, Jessica
Haverstick, Charles Heller, Elzbieta
Kaciuba, Scott McDonald, Mary Ann
Reilly and Suzanne Saxton-Frump.

Under Mr. Polzo’s tutelage, his stu-
dents produce works that signal a
photographic “coming of age” both
for themselves and the process of
digital photography itself.

“The way I feel as I see these artists
emerge further – because they are all
successful in their own right – is like
a uncle guiding and influencing [his]
loved ones,” he said.

“I feel personally involved,” he
added, “yet take no direct reward for
the product of their own insights and
actions.”

According to Ms. Schwarz, Mr.
Polzo helps younger artists develop
their own style.

“[Mr. Polzo] is a gentle teacher
who helps you uncover the vision of
what you want your work to be,” said
Ms. Schwarz.

“He is incredible to work with. As
his students [in his Personal Projects
Class], we are all working on all

different levels, and even though most
of us are professionals, as artists, it’s
important that we be lifelong learners
to avoid isolation and working in a
vacuum,” she continued.

Mr. Polzo has attended Fairleigh
Dickinson University, Rochester In-
stitute of Technology, the Interna-
tional Center of Photography, the
Maine Photographic Workshops, the
VACNJ and New Jersey Heritage
Workshops.

He has exhibited throughout New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York,
including a “Life of the City” ex-
hibit at MOMA in 2002.

Additionally, Mr. Polzo has been
published in several local newspa-
pers, including The Star-Ledger, The
Independent Press and The New York
Times.

The next offering of VACNJ’s “Fac-
ulty and Aspiring Artist” series is the
work of “David Pena and Students,”
which will be on exhibit from now
through December 3.

For more information, contact
VACNJ at (908) 273-9121, or log on
to artcenternj.org.

Joanie Schwarz, a Westfield resident, displays “Emma” in a joint exhibit with instructor Don Polzo.


