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America First
goleader.com Election Coverage 2008

Election Day is Tuesday, November 4, 2008

President & Vice President of the United States (4 years)
Barack Obama/Joe Biden (D) - John McCain/Sarah Palin (R) - Bob Barr (Ind)
- Ralph Nader (Ind)

United States Senator for New Jersey (6 years)
Frank Lautenberg (D, I) - Dick Zimmer (R)

United States House of Representatives, NJ 7th District (2 years)
Linda Stender (D) - Leonard Lance (R) - Michael Hsing (Ind)

Union County Freeholders (3 years, vote for three)
Angel Estrada (Elizabeth, D,I) - Rick Proctor (Rahway, D,I) - Nancy Ward
(Linden, D,I) - John Russitano (Westfield, R) - Michael Yakubov (Roselle
Park, R) - Joseph Franchino (Berkeley Heights, R)

Berkeley Heights Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joseph G. Bruno (R) - Elaine Perna (R) - Alexandra Chirinos (D) - Charles
Hasz (D)

Clark Mayor (4 years)
Gary Slodowski (D) - Sal Bonaccorso (R,I)

Clark Council (3 years, vote for three)
Diane Lanigan (D) - Nancy Sheridan (D) - Nancy Shanahan (D) - Alvin Barr
(R) - Sheila Whiting (R) - Angel Albanese (R)

Cranford Council (3 years, vote for two)
Daniel Aschenbach (D) - Kevin Illing (D) - Christopher Drew (R) - Mark
Dugan (R)

Elizabeth Mayor (4 years)
Chris Bollwage (D,I) - Albert Martin (R)

Elizabeth Council (4 years, vote for three, unopposed)
Edward Jackus (D) - Patricia Perkins-Auguste (D) - Frank Cuesta (D)

Fanwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joan Wheeler (D,I) - Russell Huegel (D) - Robert Manduca (R) - Mike Lee
Szuch (R)

Garwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Jonathan Linken (D) - Louis Petruzzelli (D) - Timothy Hak (R) - Patricia
Quattrocchi (R)

Hillside (No election this year)
Kenilworth Council

(3 years, vote for two): Kevin Leary, Jr. (R) - Scott Klinder (R) - Robert
Beiner (D) - Darrin McMahon (D)
(1 year unexpired term): Salvatore Candarella (R) - Cheryl Pantina (D)

Linden Council (3 years)
4th Ward (unopposed): Derek Armstead (D)
6th Ward: Robert Sadowski (D) - Diane Wilverding (Ind)
8th Ward: Michele Yamakaitis (D) - Elaine Lubas (Ind)
10th Ward: Richard Puschel (Dem) - Bruce M. Howe (Ind)

Mountainside Council (3 years, vote for two, unopposed)
Keith Turner (R) - Paul Mirabelli (R)

New Providence Council (3 years, vote for two)
Armand Galluccio (R) - Vincas Vyzas (R) - Norman Samodovitz (D)

Plainfield Council (4 years)
At-large: Annie McWilliams (D) - Deborah Dowe (R)
1st Ward (unopposed, 2 year): William Reid (D)
3rd Ward (unopposed, 4 year): Adrian Mapp (D)

Rahway Council (4 years)
1st Ward: Bobby Akbar (D) - Lawrence Bodine (R)
2nd Ward: Michael Cox (D) - Ken Lund (R)
3rd Ward: Jerome Scaturo (D) - Bryan DesRochers (R)
4th Ward (unopposed): David Brown (D)
5th Ward: Jennifer Wenson Maier (D) - James Pekarofski (R)
6th Ward: Samson David Steinman (D) - Kevin Retcho (R)

Roselle Council (3 years, unopposed)
1st Ward: Yves François Aubourg (D)
3rd Ward: Cecilia Dallis Ricks (D)

Roselle Park Council (3 years)
At-large: Carl Hokanson (D) - J. Ricky Badillo (R)
1st Ward: Laurence Dinardo (D) - Joel Reed (R)

Scotch Plains Mayor and Council (4 years)
Mayoral: Kevin Glover (D) - Nancy Malool (R)
Council: Theresa Mullen (D) - Mary De Paola (R)

Springfield Council (3 years)
Hugh Keffer (D) - Jerry Fernandez (R) - Steven Grau (Ind)

Summit Council (3 years)
1st Ward (unopposed): Ellen Dickson (R)
2nd Ward: Terri Tauber (D) - Michael Vernotico (R)

Union Township Council (3 years unopposed)
Joseph Florio (D)

Westfield (No election this year)
Winfield Council (3 years)

Oneida Braithwaite (D) - Robert Reilly (R)

Summary: Candidates
Seeking Office in Region The following Public Question will appear on the

November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

YES

NO

Do you approve the proposed amendment to the State Constitution
which provides that, after this amendment becomes part of the
Constitution, a law enacted thereafter that authorizes State debt
created through the sale of bonds by any autonomous public
corporate entity, established either as an instrumentality of the State
or otherwise exercising public and essential governmental functions,
such as an independent State authority, which debt or liability has a
pledge of an annual appropriation as the ways and means to pay
the interest of such debt or liability as it falls due and pay and
discharge the principal of such debt, will be subject to voter
approval, unless the payment of the debt is made subject to
appropriations of an independent non-State source of revenue paid
by third persons for the use of the object or work bonded for, or are
from a source of State revenue otherwise required to be
appropriated pursuant to another provision of the Constitution?

VOTERS TO APPROVE STATE AUTHORITY BONDS
PAYABLE FROM STATE APPROPRIATIONS

 Nina Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State

This amendment to the State Constitution will require voter approval
of new laws that allow the State to borrow money by issuing bonds
through any State agency or independent authority backed by a
pledge of an annual appropriation to pay the principal and interest
on the bonds. New laws to allow the issuance of these State
authority bonds for State government purposes will be subject to
voter approval. State courts have ruled that the State constitutional
requirement that the Legislature and Governor must seek voter
approval for bonded debt does not apply to such borrowing. That
requirement is followed only for proposed State bonds that contain a
binding, non-repealable pledge to pay off the bonds directly with
State taxes. Most State authority bonds can be issued without voter
approval because the payment of the bonds is backed only by a
promise of the Legislature and the Governor that they will enact
appropriations in the future to meet the bond payments. The courts
have said this is a legal means of avoiding submitting the issuance
of debt for voter approval. Laws to permit such debt that are
enacted after this amendment becomes part of the Constitution will
have to authorize voter referenda for approval of such debts.
Exceptions to voter approval for authority bonds will be permitted if
the bonds are to be paid off from 1) a source of revenue dedicated
by the State Constitution, which only the voters can establish, or 2)
an independent non-State government source of payments for use of
projects built or obtained with the borrowed money, such as
highway tolls or user fees.

Public Question #1

The following Public Question will appear on the
November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

YES

NO

Shall the amendment to Article VI, Section VI, paragraph 1 of the
New Jersey Constitution, agreed to by the Legislature, providing
that judges of inferior courts with jurisdiction extending to more than
one municipality be appointed as provided in law rather than as
provided in the Constitution which requires nomination by the
Governor and appointment with the advice and consent of the
Senate, be approved?

PROVIDES THAT METHOD OF SELECTION AND
APPOINTMENTOF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL COURT

JUDGES BE SETBY STATUTE RATHER THAN
BY THE CONSTITUTION.

 Nina Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State

This constitutional amendment would provide that the method of
selection and appointment of certain municipal court judges would
be set by statute, rather than be provided for in the Constitution.
These judges may include judges of joint municipal courts and
judges of central municipal courts with jurisdiction extending to the
territorial boundaries of a county. This constitutional amendment
does not preclude the possibility that a statute would continue to
provide for nomination by the Governor with the advice and consent
of the Senate, but it does permit a statute to set forth another
method of selection and appointment that may not involve the
Governor and the Senate.

Public Question #2

John McCain/Sarah Palin or Barack Obama/Joe Biden
For President and Vice President of the United States of America

Barack Obama for President
Joe Biden for Vice President

Party Affiliation: Democrat
Website: barackobama.com
Phone: (866) 675-2008
Obama Professional Background:

Senator Obama practiced as a civil
rights lawyer in Chicago before run-
ning for the Illinois State Senate. He
served for eight years in the Illinois
State Senate and in 2004 was elected
to the U.S. Senate, where he has served
since. Senator Obama graduated from
Columbia University in 1983. He went
on to earn a law degree from Harvard
University in 1991.

Experience: During his eight years
in the Illinois State Senate, Senator
Obama worked with Democrats and
Republicans to help create programs
to aid working families. In the U.S.
Senate, he has served as a member of

the Veterans’ Affairs Committee and
has been an advocate of ethics reform
in Congress.

Biden Professional Background:
Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr., born No-
vember 20, 1942, is the senior United
States Senator from Delaware. He is
both the Democratic vice presidential
nominee for the November 2008 presi-
dential election and a candidate for
re-election in the U.S. Senate. He was
born in Scranton, Pa. prior to moving
to Delaware. He became an attorney
in 1969 and was first elected to the
Senate in 1972. He has served for the
sixth-longest period among current
senators. If elected, he will be the first
Roman Catholic Vice President and
the first Vice President from Dela-
ware.

John McCain for President
Sarah Palin for Vice President

Party Affiliation: Republican
Website: johnmccain.com
Phone: (703) 418-2008
McCain Professional Background:

Senator McCain served for 22 years
in the United States Navy as a naval
aviator. He retired from the Navy in
1981 and was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives from Ari-
zona in 1982. Senator McCain gradu-
ated from the U.S. Naval Academy in
1958. After graduation, he entered
the Navy. From 1982 to 1986, Sena-
tor McCain represented the first con-
gressional district of Arizona in the
U.S. House of Representatives. In
1986, he was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate from Arizona, where he has re-
mained since. He is the Ranking
Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, and serves as a mem-

ber of the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transportation.
He also serves on the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs.

Palin Professional Background:
Sarah Louise Heath Palin is the gov-
ernor of Alaska. Palin was a member
of the Wasilla, Alaska city council
from 1992 to 1996 and mayor from
1996 to 2002. She was elected gover-
nor of Alaska in November 2006. She
is the first female governor of Alaska,
and the youngest person elected to
the position. She is the first woman to
run on the Republican Party's presi-
dential ticket and the first Alaskan
nominee of either major party. A
graduate of University of Idaho, she
completed her Bachelor of Science
degree in communications-journal-
ism in 1987.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TACKLING THE ISSUES...Democratic Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood), foreground, and Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23, Clinton), back-
ground, display their enthusiasm at the debate Tuesday night, September 16, in
Scotch Plains at the Jewish Community Center (JCC). Both are candidates for
Congress in the 7th Congressional District.

Bob Barr for President
Wayne Root for Vice President

Party Affiliation: Libertarian
Website: bobbarr2008.com
Professional Background: Mr. Barr

represented the 7th District of Geor-
gia in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives from 1995 to 2003, serving as a
senior member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, as Vice-Chairman of the Gov-
ernment Reform Committee, and as a
member of the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. He now practices law
with the Law Offices of Edwin
Marger, and runs a consulting firm,
Liberty Strategies LLC, headquar-
tered in Atlanta, Georgia and with
offices in the Washington, D.C. area.

Mr. Barr graduated from the Uni-
versity of Southern California in 1970,

earned a masters degree from George
Washington University in 1972 and
received his law degree from
Georgetown University in 1977. From
2003 to 2008, Mr. Barr occupied the
21st Century Liberties Chair for Free-
dom and Privacy at the American
Conservative Union.

Since 1997, he has served as a
Board Member of the National Rifle
Association. Mr. Barr is also a mem-
ber of The Constitution Project’s Ini-
tiative on Liberty and Security, and
he served from 2003 to 2005 as a
member of a project at the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard
University addressing matters of pri-
vacy and security.

Ralph Nader for President
Matt Gonzalez for Vice President

Party Affiliation: Independent
Website: votenader.org
Nader Professional Background: Mr.

Nader is a consumer advocate, lawyer
and author. For over four decades Mr.
Nader has exposed problems and orga-
nized citizens into public interest groups.
Mr. Nader was born in Winsted, Con-
necticut on February 27, 1934, to Rose
and Nathra Nader, immigrants from
Lebanon. In 1955, Mr. Nader received
an AB magna cum laude from the
Woodrow Wilson School of Interna-
tional Affairs, Princeton University. In

1958, he received a law degree from
Harvard Law School. After a six-month
spell in the Army in 1959, Mr. Nader
traveled through Latin America, Africa
and Europe as a freelance journalist. He
began practicing law in Hartford, Con-
necticut in 1959. In 1969, he helped
found the Center for Study of Respon-
sive Law (CSRL), a non-profit organi-
zation staffed mostly by college, gradu-
ate and law students. Those students
became known as “Nader's Raiders”
and studied and issued reports on a
variety of consumer issues.

Election and Political Websites

Party Affiliation: Democrat
Website: lautenbergfornj.com
Phone: (973) 849-1800
Professional Back-

ground: Senator
Lautenberg co-founded
and served as chairman
and CEO of Automatic
Data Processing, the
United States’ first pay-
roll services company. He
was elected to the U.S.
Senate in 1982.

Mr. Lautenberg attended
Columbia University,
graduating in 1949 with a
degree in economics.

Dick Zimmer

Frank Lautenberg

Richard Zimmer for United States
Senator from New Jersey

He served his first term in the U.S.
Senate in 1982, and was re-elected in

1988, 1994 and 2002. Dur-
ing his first three terms,
he worked to help balance
the federal budget, ban
smoking on airplanes and
implement more gun con-
trol laws. Since the begin-
ning of his fourth term, he
has introduced legislation
to provide more Home-
land Security resources
for New Jersey. He serves
as the ranking Democrat
on the subcommittee on
global warming.

Party Affiliation: Republican
Website: zimmerforsenate.com
Phone: (609) 844-1108
Professional Back-

ground: Mr. Zimmer be-
gan his legal career with
the firm Cravath, Swaine
& Moore. He then worked
as an attorney for Johnson
& Johnson at its headquar-
ters in New Jersey. He
served on the board of di-
rectors for a number of
Johnson & Johnson sub-
sidiaries. After leaving
Congress, he joined an
international law firm and
represented New Jersey’s
non-profit nursing homes against re-
ductions in Medicaid funding. He
now practices law at the firm of Gibson
Dunn & Crutcher. Mr. Zimmer gradu-

ated from Yale University with a de-
gree in political science. He then went
on to receive his law degree from Yale

Law School. Mr. Zimmer
served as a member of the
New Jersey state legisla-
ture for nine years. He
was chairman of the State
Government Committee
and a member of the State
Revenue, Finance and
Appropriations Commit-
tee. In 1990, Mr. Zimmer
was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives
from New Jersey’s 12th
Congressional District,
where he served three

terms. He authored Meghan’s Law,
which requires parents to be notified
when a convicted sex offender moves
into their neighborhood.

Additional election information
can be found online at goleader.com;
at the Union County Board of Elec-
tions website, ucnj.org; at the state
election website, elec.state.nj.us,

and at the federal election website,
fec.gov. Union County political
party websites are
unioncountygop.org and
unioncountydems.com.

Frank Lautenberg for United States
Senate for New Jersey


