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Discover an Old Source for Exciting New Things

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-0500

hours:  Mon.-Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00

beginning November 6

OPEN THURSDAY EVENINGS ‘TIL 8:00

Plenty of Free Parking in Front & Rear

Life-like Silk
Flowers and Plants

Gorgeous Greeting Cards

Exciting Selection of
Tasteful Gifts for

Every Occasion and
Every Budget

Beautiful Arrangements

Create a Beautiful, Fragrant
Home Environment with

Botanicus Candles & Diffusers

THEY’RE FALLING FOR IT…Lincoln kindergarteners in Patricia Corcoran’s
class display a variety of art projects they created as they learned about the season
of autumn. Under the direction of art teacher Marylee Massenzio, they crafted 3-
D leaf collages, experimented with printmaking fall trees and constructed scare-
crows. Pictured, from left to right, are: Evan Sun, Mackenzie Aiello, Katie
McHugh, Dylan Kronick and Paige Eckard.

WF Schools’ Professional
Development Day a Success

DEVELOPING…Second-grade teachers in the Westfield Public Schools partici-
pated in a professional-development program to examine ways of integrating
Language Arts and Social Studies. Sharing ideas are, left to right, K-12 Social
Studies Supervisor Noel Baxter, Wilson teacher Coral Venturino, Franklin
teacher Kathy Dibble, Wilson teacher Kristen D’Onofrio and K-12 Language
Arts Supervisor Heather Rocco.

WESTFIELD – Faculty and staff
in the Westfield Public Schools par-
ticipated in a coordinated program of
professional development on Octo-
ber 13, while classrooms were closed
for students in observance of Colum-
bus Day.

Teachers, counselors, administra-
tors, nurses, librarians, paraprofes-
sionals and secretaries participated

with their colleagues in workshops
appropriate for their professions.
More than 35 programs were offered.
Some examples included:

Elementary teachers met at each
grade level to discuss the utilization
of specific curriculum, software or
assessment programs.

Kindergarten and pre-school teach-
ers focused on literacy study.

Special-Education teachers became
familiar with a multi-sensory reading
program.

Elementary school nurses attended
presentations by experts on pediatric
neurology, women’s heart health and
CPR training.

Fine arts and physical education
teachers reviewed curriculum and
shared lesson plans, and science and
Spanish teachers worked on revisions
to curriculum.

Intermediate School teachers par-
ticipated in a variety of technology
workshops.

District secretaries attended train-
ing on a new software program

The entire Westfield High School
staff participated in a team-building
workshop. Principal Peter Renwick
noted that the exercises help “to un-
derstand and reaffirm the connection
between the high relational trust
among staff and high achievement
among students.”

In commenting on the professional
development that took place on Octo-
ber 13, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said, “It is clear from
my observation and the evaluations,
that our staff’s experiences were
meaningful and appropriately met
their needs.” The next scheduled dis-
trict-wide in-service is scheduled for
February 17, 2009.

Wardlaw to Host
Admission Open House

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, located at 1295 Inman Av-
enue in Edison, will host its next
Admission Information Session for
prospective students on Saturday,
November 15, from 9:30 a.m. to noon.

“This open house is geared toward
families seeking entry into grades
PreK-12,” said Charlotte Vigeant, di-
rector of Admission and Financial
Aid. “Prospective families will learn
about the wonderful opportunities
Wardlaw-Hartridge has to offer its
students. They will spend time with
the directors of the lower, middle and
upper schools, as well as with the
students. Families will tour the facil-
ity with student ambassadors and
admission representatives and have
the opportunity to speak with teach-
ers.”

Gerard Gonnella, associate direc-
tor of Admission and a 1989 graduate
of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
will join Mrs. Vigeant in guiding pro-
spective families and students through
the admission process.

Wardlaw-Hartridge is an indepen-
dent, co-educational Pre-Kindergar-
ten through Grade 12 college-prepa-
ratory school.

For more information call (908)
754-1882, extension 155, or e-mail
blambertsen@whschool.org.

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF…Westfield United Way is all smiles as they kick off
their 2008 campaign to support 18 local social service agencies. Pictured, left to
right, are: John Ripperger, special gift chairman; Linda Maggio, executive
director, and David Foltz, president of the Board of Trustees.

Five-Year Retrospective
Opens New R. Park Gallery
AREA – A five-year retrospective by

Roselle Park resident and artist Mary
Beck opens on Tuesday, October 21,
and continues through Friday, Decem-
ber 12, in a new Roselle Park gallery
called the Casano Center.

The gallery is located in the Casano
Community Center, located at 314
Chestnut Street in Roselle Park.

On Monday, November 3, there will
be a reception to meet the artist from
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the gallery. The Casano
Community Center and the gallery
hours are Monday through Thursday, 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday until 5 p.m.

Ms. Beck’s work features both draw-
ings and oils. A member of the Edison
Arts Society, her charcoal “Orchid Pet-
als 1” was part of the juried “Members
Only Exhibit” in November 2007. A
Fine Arts Major, she graduated from
Kean University.

She has used her artistic training as
an art therapist to work with children
who have attention deficit hyperactive

disorder or who are autistic. Ms. Beck
was also a volunteer, teaching art for
the disabled individuals program at the
Social Clubhouse in Springfield.

The Casano Community Center is
located in downtown Roselle Park and
has programs for senior citizens during
the day and activities throughout the
year for all ages.

To learn more, call (908) 241-5874
or e-mail Studio-L@att.net.

David Pena Exhibits
Paintings at Arts Center

 The public can meet artist David Pena
at an opening reception of his exhibit,
located at the Visual Arts Center in
Summit, on Wednesday, November 5.

David Pena’s portrait “E.C.K.”

SUMMIT – David Pena is exhib-
iting his paintings in the Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey’s Eisenberg
Gallery now through December 3.

Titled “Faces and Places,” the work
focuses on his por-
traits and land-
scapes, and his
show is part of the
ongoing Faculty
Exhibition Series
at the Art Center,
located at 68 Elm
Street in Summit.

An opening re-
ception is set for
Wednesday, No-
vember 5; the pub-
lic is invited to at-
tend and meet the
artist.

A graduate of
New York’s Pratt
Institute and the
High School of
Art and Design,
Mr. Pena has es-
tablished himself
as an important American painter
and working artist over the past 20
years.

His oils, watercolors, pastels, and
drawings of landscapes, figures and
portraits resonate with the viewer.
The New York Times has described
his artwork as “prize-winning paint-

ing with real teeth
to it.”

Mr. Pena is an
instructor at the
Visual Arts Cen-
ter of New Jersey
and currently
teaches Drawing
and Painting the
Figure from Life
as well as Begin-
ning Drawing
Made Easy. He
also teaches at the
Somerset Art As-
sociation and the
Art Students
League, and has
won awards for his
work from the
Pastel Society of
America and the
American Artists

Professional League.
For more information call (908)

273-9121 or visit artcenternj.org.

Crafters Wanted for 25th
Annual Nature Craft Show

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminded local crafters and artisans
that there still is space to market their
wares on Sunday, December 7, at the
county’s 25th annual Nature Craft
Show.

The event will be held at Trailside
Nature and Science Center’s Visitor
Center in Mountainside from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Items for the show should be
handcrafted from natural materials or
based on a natural history theme.

Crafts may include a variety of jew-
elry, country art, pottery, herbal soaps,
honey, woodcarvings, maple syrup,
natural wreaths, ornaments, handmade
gift baskets and hand-painted or sten-
ciled home decor.

The county is also seeking vendors
who create birdhouses and garden art,
unique children’s toys, live green ar-
rangements, basketry, wildlife paint-
ings and photography, stained glass
and gift items with wildlife, gardening
or nature themes, as well as other
unusual and creative crafts.

Interested crafters and artisans
should contact Susan Day at (908)
789-3670, extension 3425, or e-mail
sday@ucnj.org. The fee for the show
is $25 and includes a 3 x 8 foot table,
two chairs and light morning refresh-
ments.

Other activities offered concurrently
in the Watchung Reservation on Sun-
day, December 7, will be free horse-
drawn carriage rides, barn tours at
Watchung Stable, a mounted drill team
demonstration, holiday sing-alongs, a
petting zoo and pony rides at Watchung
Stable. The highlight of the afternoon
will be Santa’s arrival and the tree
lighting at 5 p.m., also at Watchung
Stable.

Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter is located at 452 New Providence
Road, and Watchung Stable is located
at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.
Both are services of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. For fur-
ther information, call Trailside at (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Literacy Volunteers
Offer Tutor Training
AREA – Literacy Volunteers will

conduct a free, three-part workshop
series for new tutors on Saturdays,
November 1, 8 and 15, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Rahway Public Li-
brary, located at 2 City Hall Plaza.

Volunteers are needed to tutor adults
one hour a week in reading, writing or
English as a Second Language. Indi-
viduals need not know a foreign lan-
guage to become a tutor.

After completing the three-part
workshop series, the new tutors will
be certified to teach both Basic Read-
ing Skills and English as a Second
Language.

An in service is conducted a few
weeks after each training session ends,
during which both new and experi-
enced tutors have a chance to meet
and to exchange ideas and learn new
strategies.

More than 250 adults currently are
waiting to be matched with a tutor.
Literacy Volunteers – Union County
and Literacy Volunteers – Plainfield
Public Library work together to pro-
vide literacy services in Union County.
For more information on the upcom-
ing training, call Susan at (908) 755-
7998 or e-mail susan@lvaunion.org.

Azure Chapter Plans
Dinner and Bazaar

CRANFORD – Azure Chapter No.
87 Order of the Eastern Star will
sponsor a Ziti Dinner and Christmas
Bazaar on Sunday, November 9, from
noon to 3 p.m.

It will take place at the Masonic
Lodge Hall on North Avenue in
Cranford. The cost is $12 for adults and
$6 for children under 10. For tickets/
reservations, call (908) 276-5736.

Rockn’ Joe Teams With
101.9 to Help Young Artists

WESTFIELD – Rock musicians
have a chance to gain exposure by
performing live at a Rockn’ Joe Cof-
feehouse location.

Radio station 101.9 WRXP of New
York, in conjunction with Rockn’ Joe,
has set up a web link at 1019rxp.com
for aspiring musicians. When view-
ing the website, click the orange
Rockn’ Joe link at the right and fol-
low the instructions to upload a band
video.

The WRXP programming depart-
ment will watch all entries and select
artists to perform live at Rockn’ Joe
locations in the coming months.

All video submissions will be put
into the running to win an intimate
songwriting session with Rolling Stone
Magazine producer of the year, Butch
Walker.

A Grammy-nominated producer, he
has produced tracks for Avril Lavigne,
Bowling for Soup, Pink, Fall Out Boy,
All-American Rejects, Tommy Lee and
many more nationally known artists.

“We know there are a lot of talented
musicians in New York and New Jersey
who are on the brink of discovery,” said
Kevin Brennan, founder and CEO of
Rockn’ Joe Franchise Systems. “Rockn’

Joe is the perfect place to perform to a
live audience of true music-lovers. You
never know who is going to be in the
audience and whose talent will be dis-
covered.”

Matt Dalton, a project coordinator
for 101.9 WRXP, noted the radio sta-
tion and coffeehouse are also co-brand-
ing a CD sampler of local talent who are
about to break onto the national stage.
All the proceeds from this limited-run
CD – only available at Rockn’ Joe – will
be donated to Project Sunshine of New
York.

“We are titling this CD ‘A Special
Blend for A Special Cause,’ as it will
offer some great music and 100 percent
of the proceeds will help a great cause,”
said Mr. Dalton, noting Project Sun-
shine is a non-profit group that pro-
vides free educational, recreational, and
social programs to children facing medi-
cal challenges and their families.

Mr. Dalton noted the radio station
will air announcements promoting the
availability of the Limited Edition CD,
to be sold exclusively at Rockn’ Joe
locations in the coming months.

Rockn’ Joe has locations locally in
Cranford and Westfield. For more, see
rocknjoe.net.

Voters Can End Years
Of Bush ‘Nightmare’
We are facing the most important elec-

tion of our lifetime. America is in crisis,
largely due to the total incompetence of
the Bush Administration on almost every
issue, whether it be the war in Iraq, the
Wall Street bailout, rising healthcare costs
or alternatives to foreign oil. We are con-
fident that an Obama Administration will
address these failures provided they have
a fully supportive Congress. Democratic
Assemblywoman Linda Stender will pro-
vide that support when elected to Con-
gress.

While the Republicans may decry
Democratic control of government, we
remember that a Democratic Congress
under Bill Clinton gave us a balanced
budget and a growing economy with in-
creased employment and wages. Linda
has a worthy opponent in Senator Lance,
who has been praised as a moderate.
However, the last decade in Congress
amply proved that moderate Republicans
are trampled by the right wing members
of their Caucus; moderates did nothing to
stop the Bush trainwreck in Washington.
Meanwhile, Linda has a proven record of
attention to issues such as healthcare and
mass transit, which are vital to her con-
stituents and to the country at large. We
urge everyone on November 4 to vote
Democratic and finally end the nightmare
of the Bush years.

 Fred and Jean Kahan
 Scotch Plains

Letters to the Editor
More Downtown WF Stores Should

Participate In Halloween Event
Every year, our children look forward

to Downtown Westfield’s trick or treat-
ing event. It is always enjoyable to visit
the stores with our kids for treats, spend
time with friends from Westfield and
neighboring towns, and shop as well.
Each year, it appears that fewer and fewer
stores participate in this town-wide Hal-
loween event. This year it was particu-
larly evident especially with the corpo-
rate-owned stores.

Store after corporate store either posted
signs “Sorry, out of candy” or did not
have the participation signs in their win-
dows at all. Mind you, this was between
12 and 1 o’clock, prime time for trick or
treaters and plenty early enough during
this event’s lifecycle to be blatantly no-
ticeable.

Of those stores with no candy signs,
there was only one store that told children
to come back shortly because they were
getting more candy. It is discouraging to
see the lack of involvement and also very
disappointing for children when only half
of the stores participate. One question I
heard from several parents was whether
these stores really were out of candy or
chose not to participate to save some
money and/or perceived aggravation.

Given the challenging economy, par-
ticularly for retailers, it is understand-
able, though shortsighted, that they are
trying to save money by avoiding the
purchase of candy, as it is not going to
dramatically cut any tangible expenses.
If viewed properly in a different light, the
annual Halloween town event is a perfect
marketing opportunity for stores.

There are thousands of children and
parents walking through the stores’ doors
on this day, many a parent of which may
have not shopped there previously. This
is a terrific opportunity to capitalize on
the event in return for giving out candy or
various treats. In fact, there were a num-
ber of stores, some of which were fran-
chises, that were more than gracious with
their treats.

Cold Stone Creamery gave out free
sample ice cream as did Rita’s with free
ices. Trust me, both kids and parents will
remember this next time they are thinking
where they should go for a cold treat.
Other retailers like Just Bead Yourself
offered $10 coupons on future purchases
along with a piece of chocolate.

 In addition, they even offered a candy
necklace-making activity for the chil-
dren. It also always surprises me that
more stores do not provide various cou-
pons to the adults as they visit the stores
with their children. Of course, there were
many local stores actively involved with
the event, some with owners and employ-
ees even dressing up in costumes.

Perhaps next year, more stores will
rethink their shortsighted decisions this
year about taking part in this great town-
wide event as it can only increase traffic
flow into their stores and cash registers.

Without the support of our downtown
stores in earnest, in several years this
event will become a pale existence of its
former self and eventually disappear into
the history books.

Just as important, Westfield’s down-
town stores also need the support of the
community as their year-round shopping
destination and it is critical in these times
that they avoid making unfavorable im-
pressions with their core shoppers.

Stacy Turnof
Westfield

Students Matriculate
Into Hamilton College
WESTFIELD – Hannah Weisman

and Katherine Meylor, both Westfield
residents, recently began studies as first-
year students at Hamilton College.

Hannah is the daughter of Andrew
and Jody Weisman, and Katherine is
the daughter of Edward and Maureen
Meylor.

Both graduated from Westfield High
School.


