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– Obituaries –

Margaret Marshall, 83, Was Volunteer;
Enjoyed Travel, Tennis and Gardening
Margaret A. (Allen) Marshall, 83,

of Peabody, Mass., beloved wife of
Benjamin T. Marshall, died on Sun-
day, October 19, at Brooksby Vil-
lage in Peabody. She was a descen-
dant of Joseph and Eleanor (Plover)
Boyce, original settlers of Salem
Township, Mass. and William Car-
penter, an original settler of
Rehoboth, Mass.

Born in Jamaica, N.Y., she was
the daughter of the late Howard C.
and Gertrude (Boyce) Allen and
daughter-in-law of the late Thomas
A., Sr. and Winifred (Miller)
Marshall. She was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1942.
Margaret continued her education
at Wells College in Aurora, N.Y.,
but graduated from Wilson College
in Pennsylvania, Class of 1947.

An active and well known member
of all the communities in which she
resided, Margaret and her husband
lived in Westfield, Convent Station
and Brookside, N.J. The couple also
lived overseas in West Germany, The
Netherlands and England. They re-
tired to Eastham, Mass. for 18 years
before moving to Brooksby Village
in Peabody.

Margaret was an avid traveler, ten-
nis player, ballroom dancer and bridge
player. She also enjoyed art and read-
ing. Active in many circles, she was a
volunteer at the Eastham Library and
Kati’s Corner, and a member of the
Federated Church of Orleans, Mass.,
the Orleans Chapter of the Cape Cod
Hospital Aide Association and the
Orleans Art Association. She was a
skilled gardener, particularly with her

favorite flower, African Violets.
In addition to her loving husband

of 61 years, Margaret is survived by
her daughters, Katherine M. Coppell
and her husband, Dylan, of Wayland,
Mass. and Kristi A. Marshall and
David G. Parker of Bend, Ore.; her
sons, Allen B. Marshall and his wife,
Margaret, of Vernonia, Ore. and
Steven T. Marshall and his wife,
Pamela, of Everett, Wash.; her grand-
children, Captain Richard A.
Marshall, CTNG of Vernon, Conn.,
Jennifer L. and Stephanie A. Coppell,
both of Wayland, Mass., Ashley A.
and Alissa R. Marshall, both of
Everett, Wash., and Burton S. and
John J. Marshall, both of Oregon;
her great-granddaughter, Katelyn B.
Snow-Marshall of Elizabethtown,
Ky., and her two nieces, Deborah R.
Treadwell of Eastham, Mass. and
Susan L. Richards of Boston, Mass.
She also was the sister of the late
Ann A. Richards of Pocasset, Mass.

A memorial service was held on
Monday, October 27, at the Chapel at
Brooksby Village in Peabody, Mass.

Assisting the family with the ar-
rangements was the Peterson-
O’Donnell Funeral Home in
Danvers, Mass. For the online
guestbook, visit www.legacy.com.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of
sympathy may be made in Margaret’s
memory to the American Parkinson
Disease Association, 135 Parkinson
Avenue, Staten Island, N.Y. 10305,
the Beacon Hospice, Lighthouse
Foundation, 529 Main Street, Suite
101, Charlestown, Mass. 02129 or
to a charity of one’s choice.
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Albin ‘Bud’ Colombo, 85, Was Veteran;
Had Been Employed as Head Engineer
Albin J. “Bud” Colombo of

Fanwood died on Tuesday, October
21, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
He was 85 years old.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
resided there until moving to Fanwood
53 years ago.

Mr. Colombo attended Brooklyn
Polytechnic Institute and had served
in the United States Army as a cor-
poral in World War II. He worked his
entire 43-year career at the former
Brooklyn Navy Yard from 1946 un-
til 1985; from 1974 until 1985 he
was Head Engineer for Marine En-
gineering for Supervision of Ship-
building, Conversion and Repair in
Brooklyn, N.Y.

He was a member of the Society of
Naval Architects and Marine Engi-
neers and the United States Naval
Institute. Mr. Colombo also was a
former member of the Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission.

His daughter, Elise Mason, prede-
ceased him in 1983.

Surviving are his wife, Margaret
Jean Colombo; his daughter, Lynne
R. and her husband, Norman J.
Schwartz, of Scotch Plains; his
brother, John T. Colombo of Milford,
Conn.; his grandchildren, Matthew
(Amy) Rose, David (Genine)
Schwartz, Lauren and Amy Schwartz
and Daniel Mason, and his great-
grandchildren, Katherine and Will-
iam Rose and Jonathan Schwartz.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, October 25, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church Foundation, 74
Martine Avenue South, Fanwood, N.J.
07023 or to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, Inc., c/o Robert Kruthers,
Treasurer, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023. For additional informa-
tion or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Local Tuskegee Airman
To Recall Experiences
SCOTCH PLAINS – Malcolm

Nettingham, a resident of Scotch
Plains and alumnus of the Class of
1936, will be the guest speaker at
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association meet-
ing on Tuesday, November 18, at
7:30 p.m. in Room C-101 at the
high school.

Mr. Nettingham will discuss his
experiences as one of the original
members of the 99th Fighter Squad-
ron, Tuskegee Airmen, an all-black
unit that broke the color barrier in
1946. The public is invited. For more
information, call (908) 889-2084.

Fall Festival Set Tomorrow
At Harvest Training Center
CRANFORD – The Harvest Train-

ing Center will sponsor its annual
Fall Festival tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 31, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. This
community event offers a safe alter-
native to traditional trick-or-treating.

Geared to children ages 3 to 12, it
will include indoor and outdoor events
and rides, games with prizes, plus
food and candy. Many inflatable rides
will be available, among them a 25-
foot inflatable slide. Admission is
free and all are invited.

Drawings will be held throughout
the evening and prizes will include a
Nintendo DS, iPod Shuffles and vari-
ous gift cards. The food court will
feature hotdogs, popcorn, soda and
cotton candy for a nominal fee.

The Harvest Training Center is lo-
cated at 69 Myrtle Street in Cranford
and is home to the Calvary Taber-
nacle. Sunday worship services are
held at 9 and 10:30 a.m. The 10:30

Westfield Schools Reveal
Emerg. Messaging System

WESTFIELD – A new emergency
messaging system is being imple-
mented in the Westfield Public
Schools, capable of contacting par-
ents and staff through several means
of communication, including home
phones, cell phones, text messaging,

e-mails, pagers or PDA devices.
Parents should go to

westfieldnjk12.org, where a link at the
top of the homepage will direct them
to instructions for entering their com-
munication information and contacts.

A test message will be sent to each
family’s home phone the last week in
October. Initially, the system, de-
signed by Honeywell, will be utilized
by the district for emergency school
closings, delayed openings and un-
scheduled early dismissals.

“The school district has entered
into a contract with Honeywell as a
cost-effective shared service with the
Town of Westfield,” Board of Educa-
tion President Ginny Leiz said.

The town will establish its own
database and alerts. “Many school
districts throughout the country have
implemented the Honeywell system,”
added Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, “and we are pleased
to provide this service to our parents
and staff.” Other sources of commu-
nication will continue to be utilized
for school alerts, including
westfieldnjk12.org, Cable TV Chan-
nel 36, WNBC/News Channel 4 and
NJ 101.5 FM Radio.

a.m. service offers Sunday school for
children up to age 12. Youth Ministry
for grades 6 through 12 is held every
Friday from 7 to 10:30 p.m. For more
information, call the church office at
(908) 709-9600.

Margaret Koch, 83, Local Parishioner;
Had Worked as Audit Clerk at Sears

Margaret B. Koch, 83, of Fanwood
died on Saturday, October 25, at her
home.

Born in West Milford, Pa., she had
resided in California before moving
to Fanwood 33 years ago.

Mrs. Koch had worked as an audit
clerk for Sears, Roebuck and Co. in
Oakland, Calif. and then in
Livingston before retiring in 1990.
She was a member of the All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains
and of the Business and Professional
Women.

Surviving are her husband, John
C. Koch; her son, Ted Varena of
California; her daughter, Margaret
Virgo of New Jersey, and her broth-
ers, Charles Brooking of Pennsylva-
nia and William Brooking of Florida.
She also is survived by her grand-
children, Brittanie, Scott, Mellissa,
Jennifer and Justin, and her great-
grandchildren, Cheyenne, Joshua,
Jake, Alex and Jeremy.

Funeral services will be held at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, October
30, at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Interment will take place in
Pennsylvania tomorrow, Friday,
October 31.

Arrangements are by the Memo-
rial Funeral Home, 155 South Av-
enue in Fanwood.

Donations in her memory may
be made to the All Saints’ Episco-
pal Church Endowment Fund, the
American Heart Association, 1
Union Street,  Suite 301,
Robbinsville, N.J. 08691, the
American Diabetes Association,
New Jersey Office, Center Pointe
II, Suite 103, 1160 Route 22, East,
Bridgewater, N.J. 08807 or to the
charity of one’s choice. For addi-
tional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Mrs. Union County United States 2009
COUNTY - Valerie Oliver has gar-

nered the title of Mrs. Union County
2009 and will go on to compete at the
Mrs. New Jersey United States Pag-
eant in May, where she
will join married women
from across New Jersey
to compete for a cash
award, evening gown,
year of image consulting,
jewelry and an all-ex-
penses-paid trip to the na-
tional pageant in Las Ve-
gas, among other prizes.

Valerie and her hus-
band, Nathaniel, cur-
rently reside in West New
York. For the past five
years, Valerie has worked
in Rahway at Franklin El-
ementary School as a spe-
cial education teacher.
She spends a lot of time
working with the stu-
dents, doing community service- based
projects with the Blue and Gold Club,
of which she is the advisor.

Currently the students are collect-
ing donations to send to United States
troops overseas and soon will be col-
lecting food for families in need for
Thanksgiving.

She also is the advisor for the el-
ementary and middle school Dance
Team.

In addition to being an elementary
educator, Valerie is an adjunct pro-
fessor at Kean University, where she
has been teaching communication for
the past three years.

Valerie is also a doctoral candi-
date at Seton Hall University, where
she is pursuing her Ph.D in Higher
Education.

Valerie’s involvement with youth
volunteerism has led her to become
involved with Blossom International,
an organization that encourages chil-
dren to become proactive, empowered
and engaged members of their com-
munities. Blossom International’s di-
verse programs are dedicated to in-
volving, serving, educating and pro-
moting the untapped resource of each
country’s collective national treasure
–  its children. Valerie believes it is
important to promote empathy and
compassion through action.

As the premier pageant for New
Jersey’s married women since 1990,
the Mrs. New Jersey United States

Pageant is an official preliminary to
the Mrs. United States Pageant, and
honors the achievements of the out-
standing married women that call New

Jersey their home.
Led by executive di-
rectors Michelle
Harris Anderson (a
former Miss Dela-
ware) and Christo-
pher Willshire of
Suited To You Pro-
ductions, the pageant
provides New
Jersey’s married
women the opportu-
nity to celebrate their
intelligence, femi-
ninity and unique
beauty through em-
bracing their roles as
wives, mothers, pro-
fessionals, commu-
nity champions and

modern women of the 21st century.
Women interested in competing

must be married, at least 21 years old
and a United States citizen. They must
also either live, work, attend school,
own/lease property or be stationed in
the military in New Jersey. Those
interested in sponsoring Valerie
Oliver-Mrs. Union County, attending
the state pageant to support her in
person or who would like more infor-
mation about the pageant should con-
tact the state pageant office by calling
877-4-MrsNJUS, or visit the
pageant’s official website at
www.mrsnewjersey.com.

Paid Bulletin Board

SEARCH Consulting, LLC Opens Its Doors
To Families in the Autism Community

SCOTCH PLAINS – SEARCH
Consulting, LLC, newly located at
551 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, is
an independent organization work-
ing with children with autism spec-
trum disorders and their families.

Each day families come from near
and far to the center for desperately
needed services. Within natural envi-
ronments, its comprehensive ABA
program teaches language, social and
play skills and provides parent train-
ing and support.

SEARCH takes great pride in the
number of children and families it
has helped make meaningful and last-
ing changes.

SEARCH has three main areas of
programming - home-based pro-
grams, transition programs and cen-
ter-based programs.

The center focuses on learners
from the toddler years through pre-
teen and offers a variety of pro-
grams designed to address the di-
verse needs of individuals and fami-

lies affected by autism.
Carrie Magaletta-Kahana is a

Board Certified Behavior Analyst
(BCBA) who established SEARCH,
LLC in 2005. Carrie worked in spe-
cial education teaching children with
autism for six years before starting
her own organization. Carrie wit-
nessed great success with her stu-
dents but saw the difficulties they had
making the transition from home to
school and the community.

Beginning with one student and one
employee, SEARCH has grown in
both staff and students as it continues
to help children with autism build
their futures one piece at a time. Carrie
and her staff are devoted to their stu-
dents and their families. The company
just participated in the Walk Now for
Autism sponsored by Autism Speaks
at Nomahegan Park in Cranford on
October 26. The SEARCH Team can
be reached at (908) 490-0100 or
info@searchconsultingnj.com.

Paid Bulletin Board

JEFFERSON SCHOOL
ELECTION DAY

CLOTHING DRIVE
WESTFIELD – The fifth-grade

class of Jefferson Elementary School
has organized a clothing drive to be
held on Tuesday, November 4, be-
tween 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. Working
in collaboration with A&G Clothing
Corporation, the students are asking
for donations of clothing, shoes, hand-
bags, belts, stuffed animals and lin-
ens. A&G Clothing will then ship the
items, via containers, to Central and
South America, Africa, India and
Poland, where the goods will be dis-
tributed to needy families. Any con-
dition is acceptable. Take this time to
clean out your closets and help others
in the process. Drop off your bags
when you head out to vote!

Paid Bulletin Board

Reception to Honor
Knit-Crochet Group
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-

morial Library will host a reception
on Tuesday, November 18, at 1:30
p.m. in honor of the knitting and
crocheting members of the commu-
nity who participated in the Afghan
Project – Afghans for Kessler Insti-
tute of Rehabilitation.

Begun last winter, the project re-
sulted in afghans of many colors that
will go to service people being treated
at Kessler.

On November 4 at 1:30 p.m., the
Knitting and Crocheting Group will
begin its next project, “Baby Blan-
kets,” which will continue at the
group’s Tuesday meetings.

These blankets, made with acrylic
yarn and sized approximately 30 by
36 inches, will be donated to local
hospitals. Individuals may either drop
off a finished blanket or bring their
project to the library and knit or cro-
chet with the group.

The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information, call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Boy Scout Open House
On Tap November 10
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains

Boy Scout Troop 203 will host an
open house for boys over age 11 and
their parents on Monday, November
10, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Bartholomew’s
Academy, located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This event will take place in the
school cafeteria, which is accessible
by the side entrance facing the rec-
tory. Attendees will have a chance to
learn about scouting, which promotes
development of character, self-reli-
ance and leadership skills in boys
while also offering fun activities.

Throughout the year, Troop 203
sponsors multiple overnight camp-
ing trips at area scout reservations,
where the boys set up camp, prepare
meals over a fire and hike through the
outdoors. Over the past year, Troop
203 has gone snow tubing in the
Poconos and whitewater rafting on
the Lehigh River.

The troop currently is planning a
campout aboard the Battleship New
Jersey, which is docked at the Camden
Waterfront, a trip to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. and a
kayaking trip in the spring.

The troop is open to all interested
boys regardless of religious faith or
denomination. For more information,
call Stuart Kline at (908) 789-2557.

Russia Photo Exhibit
To Continue at Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library photography
exhibit about Russia, originally sched-
uled to end tomorrow, Friday, Octo-
ber 31, will be extended to the middle
of November.

Presented by longtime Fanwood
resident Sherman Feller, this exhibit
highlights some of the people in large
and small Russian cities, as well as
beautiful churches not often seen by
the public. Mr. Feller took these pho-
tographs while traveling from Mos-
cow to St. Petersburg along the Volga
River.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. This
exhibit is located in the lower level of
the library. For further information,
call (908) 322-5007.

Senior Citizens Slate
Newark Museum Visit
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will sponsor a trip to the New-
ark Museum on Thursday, November
20, to view the exhibit “Paths to Im-
pressionism.” French and American
landscape paintings depicting the
evolution of landscape painting in the
19th century will be featured.

The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Country Club parking lot, lo-
cated at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusa-
lem Road in Scotch Plains, at 11:30
a.m. and return at about 5 p.m.

The museum’s snack bar area
will not be available as there is a
special sale of various items being
mounted in the area. Participants
may either eat lunch prior to leav-
ing home or bring a sandwich to be
eaten on the bus.

There is a $5 entrance fee to the
exhibit, which will be collected on
the bus; however, registration must
be made in the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Office, located at 430 Park Av-
enue. Registration will begin on
Wednesday, November 5. For more
information, call (908) 889-2084 or
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.

Willow Grove to Offer
Tai Chi and Kung Fu
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church has an-
nounced its schedule of eight-week
classes that will be held in Ryno Hall
every Monday evening beginning on
November 10.

Tai Chi and Qigong, a total wellness
system designed to relieve stress, calm
the mind and give participants a
greater sense of balance, will take
place from 7 to 7:50 p.m.

Kung Fu Basics, including stretch-
ing, mat work and basics of self-
defense, will be offered from 8 to
8:50 p.m.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. For more in-
formation and the fee schedule, call
Lena Anderson at (908) 591-1602 or
Cara Gutentag at (732) 752-9057.

Library to Waive Fines
In Exchange For Food
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will waive fines
on overdue materials returned during
the week of November 2 through
November 8 when a patron donates a
can or box of food with the returned
item. All donations will go to the
local food bank.

In addition, the DVD rental charge
on feature films will be reduced to 50
cents for seven days rental when a
food donation is made. Each item will
require an individual food donation.

Donations to the local food bank
are an on-going activity at the library;
but as the local need for food has
increased, the library board of trust-
ees felt this was a way to assist the
food bank in a meaningful way. All
residents are encouraged to drop do-
nations off, regardless of whether they
have overdue materials.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
will be a polling site on Election Day,
Tuesday, November 4. Voters also are
invited to bring a bag of food along to
benefit the food bank as they come to
cast their ballots.

The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township. For
further information or directions, call
(908) 322-5007.

SEARCH FOR SUCCESS…Carrie Magaletta Kahana, founder of SEARCH
Consulting, LLC, is pictured with Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks.
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