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America Votes
Voters to Elect Federal and County
Leaders; Choose Mayors, Councils
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – New Jersey voters will
head to the polls to select a new President of the United States, Congressional member and United States Senator, as well as decide municipal races in
more than a dozen Union County municipalities. In addition, two referendums will ask voters to choose whether
voter approval should be necessary for
state borrowing, and they will decide

the process of appointing judiciary positions. (See election coverage, which
begins on Page 21).
Polls will be open on Tuesday, November 4, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. The
latest voter-registration numbers issued
Monday, October 20, from the Union
County Board of Elections indicated
that 299,762 registered voters exist in
the county, with Democrats holding a
124,342 to 44,909 edge over Republicans. The county has 130,416 unaffili-

ROLLING ALONG…Warren Rorden of the Rotary Club of Westfield works with
Thomas McElynn, left, and Patrick McElynn, on October 11, on the many bicycles
donated to “Pedals for Progress,” which provide transportation for the needy in
other countries. See additional photo and article on page 6.

GOP Looks to Gain Seats
In GW; Unopposed in MS
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — With two seats up
for grabs in Garwood on November
4, the balance of power on the sixmember borough council could shift
in 2009. Republicans have held only
one seat on council since 2005.
Presently, Anthony Sytko is the
governing body’s sole Republican,
but the retirement of Democrat incumbents Walter Tucker and William
Schadewald gives the GOP a chance
to gain a second seat or potentially tie
the council’s split at three to three.
As with many towns, the major
issue facing Garwood is how to deal
with mounting expenses and shrinking revenues. The council has warned
that the budget process will not get
any easier in 2009 and 2010 as the
borough faces higher payments to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
and pension systems. Governor Jon
Corzine has also said the availability
of municipal aid could be affected by
the state’s financial problems.
Development, particularly along
North and South Avenues, will be
important over the next few years.
The Garwood Planning Board is reworking the borough’s master plan,
and the council hopes development
will attract new tax rateables.
For the Republicans, the candidates
are Patricia Quattrocchi and Timothy
Hak. Ms. Quattrocchi is a former
Garwood councilwoman and threetime freeholder candidate who works
as a recruiter and research manager
for Sherbrooke Associates in Clark.
Mr. Hak is the former owner of Horan
Lumber and Coal in Cranford. He
currently manages a holding company and is active in the Garwood
Lions Club and Knights of Colum-

bus.
“We’re running because we want
to help make our community better,”
Ms. Quattrocchi said. “It’s important
that it stays a nice place, an affordable
place, a place that you’d want to raise
your family and place that you want
to live out your retirement.”
The Democrat candidates are Louis
Petruzzelli and Jonathan Linken. Mr.
Linken is a bond trader for Prudential
Financial Services and the husband
of a Garwood teacher. Mr. Petruzzelli,
the owner of Accent Electrical, is a
member of the borough’s planning
board and is involved with the
Garwood Parent Teacher Association
and Garwood Chamber of Commerce.
“The reason why we ran encompasses all the issues that are going on
in our town and our state and our
country,” Mr. Linken said. “We are
just looking to get involved because
we think we can be assets to the town
in making decisions that could be
vital to Garwood’s future.”
Of Garwood’s 2,572 registered
voters, 1,276 are unaffiliated with
either party. Although, among voters
who identify with a party, Democrats
outnumber Republicans 820 to 476,
Republicans had a strong showing in
last year’s election. Mr. Sytko was
the top vote-getter, with 545, and
fellow Republican Dennis Clark narrowly lost to Democrat Stephen
Napolitano by 10 votes.
In Mountainside, Republican
Councilmen Keith Turner and Paul
Mirabelli are running unopposed for
three-year terms. Mr. Turner is a longtime borough resident and has spent
17 years on the council. Mr. Mirabelli
has been on the council for 11 years.
Republicans currently hold all seats
on the six-person council.

ated voters. The number of registered
voters has increased by 20,000, since
the June Primary, according to the Board
of Elections website.
U.S. Senators Barack Obama (D)
and John McCain (R) are running to
replace President George W. Bush in
the White House. The leading campaign issues are the struggling economy,
including Wall Street worries and the
thousands of foreclosures due to the
collapse of the sub-prime mortgage
market, and reducing the nation’s dependence on foreign oil. Also running
are Independent Ralph Nader and
former congressman Robert Barr, running as a Libertarian.
Mayoral races will be held in Scotch
Plains, Clark and Elizabeth. Contested
council races will take place in Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth, Fanwood, Garwood, Kenilworth,
Linden, New Providence, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Springfield, Summit and
Winfield Park.
There are uncontested council elections being held in Mountainside,
Roselle and Union. There are no municipal elections in Westfield this year,
and Hillside holds non-partisan elections in May.
In addition, question one will ask
voters to decide if future state borrowing should require voter approval. The
second question proposes that municipal judges who cover multiple towns
no longer be appointed by the Governor, but instead that the Legislature
determine the process by which these
judges are appointed.
The Seventh Congressional District
race between veteran state legislators
Senator Leonard Lance of Hunterdon
County and Assemblywoman Linda
Stender of Fanwood is considered one
of the most competitive in the country.
The county currently stretches from
Union to Hunterdon County. Mrs.
Stender nearly pulled an upset when
she lost to Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-New
Providence) in 2006, by 1 percentage
point. Independent candidate and
Bridgewater councilman Michael
Hsing, a registered Republican, seeks
to make it a three-way race.
The race has been highlighted by
weekly negative political mail pieces
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Horace Corbin for The Westfield leader

BOO...Happy Halloween everyone from witches, satans, catwoman, Poison Ivy, clowns, friends and staff of
The Westfield Leader.

GOP Officials Hold Meeting
To Discuss COAH Provisions
By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SUMMIT – “This is a night for
questions, answers and an open discussion,” said State Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. to the capacity crowd gathered at the Summit Municipal building on October 16 to learn about the
state’s newest Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) requirements.
Republicans Mr. Kean, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and Assemblyman Eric Munoz called the meeting
to help concerned constituents and
local municipal officials understand
the meaning of the new COAH rules.
In perhaps the understatement of
the evening, Assemblyman Munoz
told those present that “COAH is
quite complicated.”
Municipalities statewide are facing a December 31 deadline to submit plans outlining how each will
comply with COAH’s third-round
affordable housing quotas.
To comply with COAH’s new rules,

DWC Focuses on Getting
Shoppers, Diners Downtown
By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Monday night’s
meeting of the board of the Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC)
focused on plans to bring shoppers
and diners into the downtown. Describing this past weekend’s Halloween festivities (trick or treating and
the Halloween parade) as a “tremendous success,” the board is looking to
similar types of promotions to draw
people downtown during the holiday
season. The board hopes these promotions will minimize the impact of
the current economic downturn on
merchants in the DWC’s special improvement district.
Describing the impact of the Halloween promotions, Lisa Bertone
of Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse called
this past Sunday as a “phenomenal
day.” DWC executive director
Sherry Cronin described a phone
call she received, in which the caller
said he “came downtown for lunch,
and it was incredible.” Mrs. Cronin
also mentioned a realtor telling her
of a customer having decided to live
in Westfield based on having seen
the downtown’s vibrancy this weekend.
One concept proposed was a holiday window-decorating contest for

one out of every five new housing
units created in a municipality must
be designated affordable. In addition,
one affordable housing unit must be
provided for every 16 jobs created in
a municipality by new commercial
development.
“We used to have a surplus [under
the old rules], but now, we have a
deficit,” Springfield Mayor Bart
Fraenkel said.
The new rules include a 2.5 percent
developer’s fee on commercial development that the state says will be
used to offset the costs incurred by
towns to build housing. Regional Contribution Agreements (RCAs), which
allowed a municipality to transfer a
portion of its fair-share housing obligation to another town, are now eliminated.
According to Philip Morin, Union
County GOP chairman and an attorney and real estate law expert who
spoke at the meeting, if a municipality submits a plan to COAH by December 31, and it is approved, it receives “substantive certification,”
which is designed to provide the
municipality with protection from

exclusionary zoning litigation.
Municipalities that choose not to
participate in COAH’s administrative process will be vulnerable to
exclusionary zoning lawsuits, according to Melissa Orsen, COAH’s chief
counsel.
Ms. Orsen addressed what she said
were myths about COAH and the
third-round requirements, which call
for the construction of 115,000 new
units of affordable housing statewide.
Ms. Orsen said that it was not true
that complying with COAH means
increased property taxes, a statement
that caused the crowd to laugh.
COAH was created in 1985, with
the Legislature’s passage of the Fair
Housing Act. This Act was a legislative response to a case, in which the
Southern Burlington County
N.A.A.C.P. challenged the zoning
ordinance of Mount Laurel Township
on the grounds that it operated to
exclude low- and moderate-income
persons from obtaining housing in
the municipality.
COAH utilizes a fair share formula
to determine each municipality’s afCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

merchants, with the public helping to
judge. Prizes will likely be offered
both to merchants and members of
the public.
The town will plan its annual photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus, scheduled for Friday, Saturday and Sunday
of Thanksgiving weekend at Lord &
Taylor.
The DWC said free parking on the
weekend of October 18 was successful. Parking meters were bagged with
red nylon bags imprinted with “2
hours of free parking.” Parking lot
pay stations were also wrapped and
signed, noting four hours of free
parking. Officials said it is anticipated that the same bags will be
reused this holiday season, and custom bags for pay stations will be
ordered if the town council approves
a free parking program for the holiday season.
The board also approved a façade
grant for Rhain, a new accessory and
gift store on East Broad Street. A
grant was also approved in advance
of a final bid for Mademoiselle, also
on East Broad Street. The plan includes repainting the building in a
color described as “lipstick red.”
Also revealed at the meeting was a
claim by the Savannah, an age-reCONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Garwood Halloween Parade
Set for Friday at 7 p.m.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

HULA DAD...Hundreds of residents from the area flock to Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield for the annual Y’s Men’s Club Costume Contest following the Halloween Parade in downtown Westfield last Sunday. For more, see page 17.

GARWOOD – The annual Halloween Parade, sponsored by the
Garwood Lions Club, is slated to take
place on Halloween Night, Friday,
October 31. Marchers will assemble
on Center Street at Willow Avenue at
7 p.m. The parade route will follow
Center Street, crossing North and
South Avenues and proceed on Wal-

nut Street to the Second Avenue entrance of the Lincoln School Gym.
Prizes will be awarded for outstanding costumes in various age categories, to include an adult category.
In the event of rain, participants will
assemble in the school gym at 7:30
p.m. for the costume contest. All
Garwood residents are invited.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader, 2003

HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Carved pumpkins by residents throughout the area
add to the festive season in preparation for ‘Trick or Treat.’
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Council Control At Stake
In Next Week’s SP Election
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader

NOUS APPRENONS LES ACTUALITIÉES…In an exchange program, 33 French
students came to Westfield. Last Thursday, Westfield Leader editor Michael Pollack
sat down with four French students, Léo, Tom, Léa and Iba, all high school seniors,
who wished to learn about the newspaper industry in the United States.

Election Day Preview
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

by candidates Stender and Lance. The
contest has also been an expensive one.
Mrs. Stender had over $600,000 in cash
on hand as of September 30, after having $1.2 million as of July. Mr. Lance
had $275,000 in cash on hand at the end
of last month. Mr. Hsing has $94,000 in
cash on hand.
The candidates have focused their
campaigns on the economy, the Iraq
War, gasoline prices, and alternative
energy resources to reduce the country’s
dependence on foreign oil.
The Presidential contest and House
races have overshadowed the Senatorial battle. Senator Frank Lautenberg, a
Democrat, is seeking a fifth term in the
U.S. Senate; former Republican Rep.
Dick Zimmer opposes him.
Mr. Lautenberg, 84, had retired after
the 2000 election, but two years later,
party leaders, including Governor Jim
McGreevey, asked him to return after a
campaign finance scandal forced Robert Torricelli to abandon a second term.
A few years back, Congress passed into
law Mr. Lautenberg’s amendment to
the 2006 Homeland Security Appropriations bill, requiring that all federal
port-security grants are allocated based
on risk.
Mr. Lautenberg has pointed to his
recent co-sponsorship on a 21st Century GI Bill and, this past summer, said
the Bush Administration needed to take
a harder stance against OPEC countries
regarding increased oil prices.
Mr. Zimmer, 64, a former congressman, lost a U.S. Senate race to Mr.
Torricelli in 1996. Mr. Zimmer was
most known for sponsoring the state’s
Megan’s Law, which notifies parents
when convicted sex offenders move
into their neighborhoods. He also introduced “no-frills” prison legislation, requiring the elimination of luxurious
prison conditions.
Union County Democratic Freeholders Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick
Proctor of Rahway and Nancy Ward of

Linden are seeking to extend their
party’s election winning streak to 14
years. Democrats have held a 9-0 majority since 1998. Republicans John
Russitano of Westfield, Roselle Park
Councilman Mike Yakubov and Paul
Franchino of Berkeley Heights oppose
them.
At the local level, Scotch Plains will
select a replacement for Mayor Martin
Marks, the township’s first elected
mayor, as well as Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato. Both Republicans
opted not to seek re-election, with Mr.
Marks losing in the primary battle for
Congress to Mr. Lance. Incumbent
council members, Democrat Kevin
Glover and Republican Nancy Malool,
are seeking the mayoral seat, with
Democrat Theresa Mullen and Republican Mary DePaola running for council. The GOP, which has a 3-2 edge on
council, must win both contests to retain its majority status that it has held
since 1999.
In Fanwood, Republicans Robert
Manduca and Mike Szuch are challenging Councilwoman Joan Wheeler
and newcomer Russell Huegel as they
attempt to increase GOP presence on
the borough council. Democrats have a
5-1 advantage on the council and hold
the mayor’s office.
In Garwood, Democrats Jonathan
Linken and Louis Petruzzelli are running in place of Councilmen Walter
Tucker and William Schadewald, who
opted not to seek re-election. The GOP
ticket of Patricia Quattrocchi and Timothy Hak is challenging them. Democrats have 5-1 council majority and
hold the mayor’s office. Before winning a council seat in 2004, Republicans had not had representation on
council in seven years.
Mountainside Republican incumbents Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
are unopposed for re-election in a town
that has never elected a Democrat to the
borough council.

Fee Increases Introduced;
Town Honors Wil Kehler
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Furthering measures discussed preliminarily last
week, the Westfield Town Council
unanimously moved to accept three
ordinances on first reading to increase
specific town fees.
The town will up its daily filming fee,
payable in addition to a basic filming
permit, to $1,500 a day, increased from
$1,000. A company interested in filming in Westfield would first need a
permit, which costs $100. Last week,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea said,
“Major filming companies come in and
are surprised at $1,000. It’s very low for
them.”
The town layers its filming fees, permitting filming by non-profit applicants for an educational documentary
or public television purposes at a $25
per-day charge. Student applicants filming similar subjects would neither be
subject to a fee nor a permit charge.
The town also will raise its annual
dog-license fee, which has remained at
$7 for the last 25 years. Town Clerk
Claire Gray has recommended a $14.80
fee, which comes in addition to the fee
charged for a registration tag. The municipality is permitted to raise the fee to
$21. Ms. Gray last week said Westfield’s
new prices are “not out of the norm.”
For cats, Westfield will bump its fee
from $7 to $10, with licenses for “unaltered” cats jumping to $13. Ms. Gray
said the town has issued 100 cat license
registrations over the year.
On Tuesday, when introducing the
new fees, which fall under the Code
Review and Town Property Committee,
chairman Jim Foerst said, “it had been
decades since the fees were reviewed;”
he added that the ordinance would increase fees “modestly” to cover administrative expenses. Mr. Foerst told the
town residents watching on TV 36 that
the manner by which residents register
animals will not change, only the fees.
The town authorized the police chief
to go out to bid for three Integrian
Digital Camera Patroller Systems. The
system, which is used currently in eight
Westfield patrol cars and headquarters,
is a complete, integrated video-surveillance network that captures audio and
video from multiple angles, as well as
assists in vehicle identification and radar information.
The council also approved the insertion of $8,250 of revenue, available
from the Union County Drunk Driving
Enforcement Fund, into the budget.
The Union County Police Department,
in conjunction with municipal police
agencies, conducts and operates sobri-

ety checkpoints throughout the area.
Council members and town employees, along with The Westfield Leader
reporter and TV 36 cameraman, wore
blue “Wil Power” bracelets in honor of
Wil Kehler, one of Doug and Lane
Kehler’s triplets and grandson of the
late Gary Kehler.
Second Ward Councilwoman Vicki
Kimmins gave an update on Wil, 5,
who was diagnosed with osteosarcoma
in his left femur shortly after his fifth
birthday. Osteosarcoma is a rare and
malignant form of bone cancer.
Ms. Kimmins reported that he underwent a successful operation last
week. Rotationplasty, a combination of
limb-salvage surgery and amputation,
helped reconstruct his leg after the tumor was removed. His recovery, which
will take roughly 20 more weeks, will
continue into late spring 2009. For those
who would like to help, a benefit dinner/ dance will be held for Wil on
November 29, at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield. All proceeds will go to the
Kehler Family. For more, see
wilkehlerfund.com.
Ms. Kimmins said the Kehler family
is “honored” and “overwhelmed” by
citizens’ support.
“We wish the best to the Kehler
family,” Ms. Kimmins said. “We’re
thinking of you.”
The council went into executive session following the public portion of the
meeting to address the ongoing matter
of Chambers vs. Town of Westfield, a
sexual-harassment lawsuit filed against
the Town of Westfield, the Westfield
Police Department and former Chief
Bernard Tracy in December 2006.

Veterans Day Ceremonies
To Be Held Nov. 11
SCOTCH PLAINS – Veterans Day
Ceremonies will be held on Tuesday,
November 11. The two local veterans
organization, American Legion Post
209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
10122, will conduct ceremonies on
Tuesday, November 11, in observance
of Veterans Day.
The services will begin at 11 a.m.
with the laying of wreaths at the municipal building at 430 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. This ceremony will also
include the dedication of the Korean
War Veterans Memorial Clock.
At noon, there will be a presentation
of wreaths at the Fanwood Memorial
Library at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. The public is invited to attend
these programs to recognize the sacrifices made by all former members of
the armed forces of the United States.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
will try to gain control of the governing body for the first time in a decade
in next week’s municipal elections,
when the mayor’s seat, as well as a
council seat will be up for grabs.
Democrat Councilman Kevin
Glover is facing Republican Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool in the race to
succeed Republican Mayor Martin
Marks. Democrat Theresa Mullen is
facing Republican Mary DePaola for
the council seat presently held by
Republican Paulette Coronato.
Republicans hold a 3-2 advantage
on the council, and if the Democrats
win either the mayoral or council
race, they will gain control of the
governing body in 2009.
Mrs. Malool was appointed to the
council in the summer of 2002 before
winning four-year terms later that
year and in 2006. Previously, she was
chief legislative aide to the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine. In 2003,
she received her law degree and
opened her practice in Scotch Plains.
Mr. Glover, who is in midst of his
first term, was a senior vice president
at Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette and
a corporate vice president at Drexel
Burnham Lambert and currently operates a facilities consulting firm.
Mrs. DePaola was appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment at the
beginning of the year after having
served on several local committees,
including the cultural arts, mayor’s
gala and Scotch Plains Day committees.
Mrs. Mullen has been a trial lawyer
in New Jersey for 14 years and is an
officer of the Union County Bar As-

sociation and presently the co-chairperson of the county bar’s Civil Practice Committee. She has been a member of the Scotch Plains Memorial
Day Committee.
“No matter what the outcome of
the election is, we are pleased with
how we ran our campaign,” Mrs.
Malool and Mrs. DePaola said in a
statement to The Westfield Leader.
“We maintained a positive focus, concentrating on the issues that are important to our residents. The people
we have met over the last couple of
months have shared with us their concerns about property taxes, maintaining services and improving the downtown. The overwhelming majority,
however, are happy living in Scotch
Plains and think it is a great town.”
“This campaign has been an incredibly wonderful experience as I
had the opportunity to meet thousands of our residents, and to talk
face to face with them on the issues
that concern them most,” Mr. Glover
told The Leader in a statement. “I met
individuals that have recently joined
our community and many who have
been here for decades. They shared
with me that this unprecedented
downturn in the economy is having a
profound negative impact on their
family’s finances.”
Mrs. Mullen called the race for
council “a truly rewarding experience.” She told The Leader, “The
door-to-door campaign has been the
most rewarding, as it has afforded me
the opportunity to meet countless residents who have expressed their overwhelming concern about the vast increase in municipal property taxes in
recent years, especially in the tough
economy.”

CAMPAIGN TRAIL…Congressional candidate for the 7th District Leonard
Lance, center, campaigns at the Mountainside PTA fair last Saturday with
Councilman Jeff Wass, left.

Affordable Housing
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fordable housing requirement. Municipalities who do not meet the obligation can be penalized under the
“builder’s remedy.” According to the
COAH website, “In this type of lawsuit, a builder sues a municipality on
the basis that it has not provided its
fair share of affordable housing, and
then the court can dictate where and
how much affordable housing the
municipality provides and at what
density.”
“It is the municipalities’ option as
to how they create the housing and
where they create the housing,” Ms.
Orsen added in an attempt to alleviate
concerns that the state is forcing affordable housing on municipalities.
Mr. Morin, the night’s first speaker,
explained how municipalities should
be aware that the deadline to submit
plans is fast approaching.
“The appellate division has voted
on a motion saying that they will not
grant additional time,” he added. He
called the December 31 deadline for
submitting plans “firm.”
Jeffrey Janota, a certified residential planner familiar with COAH’s
complex requirements, explained the
housing element and fair-share components of the reporting requirements.
Asked why the percentage of affordable housing allowed for seniors
had been reduced to 25 percent, Ms.
Orsen said that while COAH had
asked for 50 percent, the Appellate
Courts had rejected the figure. Agerestricted housing for people 55 and
over has traditionally been a popular
way for municipalities to meet their
fair housing obligations.
During a brief question and answer
session, local community leaders and
members of the public voiced their
frustration.
“People are leaving New Jersey.
Our population is going down,” said
Westfield Councilman Frank Arena.
“I hope this will be looked at by
legislators.”
“We have not faced the issue yet of
actual jobs declining,” Ms. Orsen said.
She added, “I see COAH moving
down the path of reality - especially
given the current economic conditions.”

COAH’s projections have been
criticized by legislators and municipal leaders as out of synch with the
economic reality facing the state.
Some of those in attendance questioned how the state could move forward with the third round with the
economy teetering on the brink of
recession and homeowners plagued
by high taxes and falling house prices.
“We all have deep concerns,” Mr.
Bramnick told the capacity crowd.
“In this economy, how will we implement this?”
He added that COAH was at the
“forefront of challenges” facing legislators. “The law is not clear, the rule
is not clear,” he said. “I can guarantee
you, its gonna change and we hope
for the better.”
COAH’s fair share methodology,
upon which it bases its projections, is
a procedure that takes into account a
municipality’s fiscal capacity, wealth,
employment trends and space available for development. COAH relies
on satellite photos to determine capacity for affordable housing development at the municipal level.
Mr. Kean took issue with what he
said were overestimations of open
space on COAH’s maps. He is not
alone.
Earlier this year, Senator Anthony
Bucco (R-25) pointed out that some
of the areas classified by COAH as
open acreage suitable for development included parts of the Army’s
Picatinny Arsenal, a rest area and
parts of the median on Route 287, and
areas between the runways and taxiways at Morristown airport.
Still, Governor Jon Corzine has
called housing a “basic right” for
everyone and has said that providing
affordable housing is a “moral and
constitutional obligation.”
“We are trying to work with the
New Jersey Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency (HMFA),” said Ms.
Orsen, while adding that, “There is
an even greater need for affordable
housing now.”
COAH has said that a municipality
is only obligated to build affordable
housing when they have built marketrate housing and commercial development.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader

WHEEL OF FUN…Area families gather at Westfield’s Mindowaskin Park last
Sunday following the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club’s annual Halloween Parade.
Among them were a junior “Pat Sajak” and “Vanna White” of television’s
“Wheel of Fortune.” The Macky family’s “Wheel of Fortune” theme earned
second place among groups.

Westfield Y’s Men’s Club Halloween Costume Winners
Groups: 1st, Hessberger family,
Four Seasons; 2nd, Macky family,
Wheel of Fortune; 3rd, Percival family, Star Wars
7 and Over: 1st, Marlo, Bath Girl;
2nd, Ciara Rodgers, Geisha Girl; 3rd,
Conner Smith, Wii Controller
6 yrs. old: 1st, Clea Demuynck,
Spiderella; 2nd, Jake Arrogante,
Captain America; 3rd, Leo Marmile,
Astronaut

5 yrs. old: 1st, Liam Tucker, Peacock; 2nd, Hayden Avidon, Construction Worker; 3rd, Brynne Conte,
Bumblebee
4 yrs. old: 1st, April Walsh,
Tinkerbell; 2nd, Mia Johnson, Hula
Girl; 3rd, Samantha, Ariel
3 and under: 1st, Micheal
Marshall, Borg from Star Trek; 2nd,
Daniel Stender, Capt. Feather Sword;
3rd, Sophia DiIorio, Crayola Set

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Wednesday, October 22, Lisette
Doyle, 26, of Somerset was arrested after a motor vehicle stop at Mountain
Avenue and Raymond Street on an outstanding Union Township traffic warrant. She was released after posting $250
bail.
Thursday, October 23, Mark Monroe,
Jr., 21, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants after a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Cumberland Street. The warrants
included one from Rahway, with $1,000
bail, and another from Elizabeth, with
$200 bail. Monroe was released after
posting bail.
Friday, October 24, Salvatore Fazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested on two
outstanding Westfield traffic warrants,
with total bail of $90, after a motor vehicle stop at Central and Myrtle Avenues.
He was released after posting bail.
Mountainside
Wednesday, October 22, Robin J. Williams, 33, was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license after
being stopped for having tinted windows. According to police, he was processed and released.
Thursday, October 23, a driver traveling on Route 22 reported that someone
entered the roadway abruptly in front of
him, and as he attempted to avoid a
collision with the vehicle he struck a
“Do Not Enter” sign, knocking it down.
According to police, the driver was issued a summons for not having his
driver’s license in his possession and for
careless driving.
Friday, October 24, Ira L. Smith, 29,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$500.
Friday, October 24, Vittorio A.
Cacchione, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident. According
to police, he was processed and released.
Sunday, October 26, Tameka Sims,
27, of Roselle Park was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended license. According to police, she was processed and released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 20, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name without
authorization.
Monday, October 20, police responded
to a hit-and-run accident on Terrill Road.
According to police, the victim’s motor
vehicle was legally parked when someone
struck the rear of the vehicle and then fled.
Friday, October 24, Ronald
Concepcion, 24, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was processed and released.
Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that someone removed her purse from the top of
her baby stroller while she made a stop.
Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone removed the front license plate from his
motor vehicle while it was parked in
front of his house.
Fanwood
Tuesday, October 21, a resident of the
100 block of Woodland Avenue reported
that someone attempted to open a credit
card in his name. According to police,
the credit card company notified him of
the activity and access was denied.
Friday, October 24, Jenny HantziosBasis, 45, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. According to police, she was processed and released.
Friday, October 24, Stephen J. Moore,
61, of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.
Friday, October 24, someone entered
a business on the 300 block of South
Avenue and removed blank checks. According to police, $24,000 worth of
fraudulent checks were written and
cashed.
Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that someone
broke into his motor vehicle by smashing his passenger side window while it
was parked at a South Avenue eating
establishment overnight. According to
police, $20 in cash was removed from
the vehicle.

Ex-FD Chief Charged With
Forging Son’s Fire Exam
SPRINGFIELD — The former chief
of the Springfield Fire Department has
been charged with falsifying documents
relating to a 2007 firefighters exam
involving his son, Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow said.
Wayne E. Masiello, 57, of Springfield and who retired as chief in March
2008, was charged with two counts of
fourth degree forgery, said Assistant
Prosecutor William Kolano, who is
handing the case.
In November 2007, the prosecutor’s
office was alerted to a possible forgery
after several candidates – who took an
entrance exam a month earlier with
Masiello’s son – complained that the
final scores appeared to have been altered.
Authorities said the results submitted to the state and township officials
were a “clear forgery” and gave
Masiello’s son a rank of third out of 10

candidates when he actually earned the
rank of eighth.
At the time, the department was only
considering the top three qualifiers for
open spots on the force.
Detective Cassie Kim of the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office, assigned
to the Special Prosecution Unit, conducted an investigation, including more
than 40 interviews and forensic examinations of telephone records and computers.
“These charges are the culmination
of a lengthy but necessary investigation,” Mr. Romankow said. “It is regrettable, however, that Mr. Masiello corrupted the testing process, which is a
disservice to all those who competed
fairly to serve their community.”
Masiello is scheduled to make his
first appearance before Union County
Superior Court Judge Joan Robinson
Gross on November 7.

Downtown WF Corporation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

stricted housing facility, that they are
70 percent sold.
The DWC also reported the bid for
the South Avenue Streetscape project,
anticipated for construction in the
spring, is currently stalled as details
are being negotiated with the county,
primarily to avoid having the county
remove new work when they rework
Central Avenue, currently slated for
2010.
The property owners’ forum, held
on October 6, had been expected to be
a demand for an improved parking

situation. The forum instead became,
according to DWC Chairman
Dominick Verdic, “a pretty positive
meeting” focusing on traffic building.
DWC treasurer Lee Hale said the
meeting failed to discuss the last three
agenda items, which were long-term
planning issues. The event was attended by 33 property owners, representing about 30 properties, according to Mrs. Cronin. Mr. Verdic commented that “merchants should be
there, too.”

NOW ACCREDITED…Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow, left, receives
a certificate of accreditation for the prosecutor office’s forensics laboratory from
Richard Frank, American Society of Crime Laboratory Directors/Laboratory
Accreditation Board staff inspector.
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America Votes
Voters to Elect Federal and County
Leaders; Choose Mayors, Councils
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – New Jersey voters will
head to the polls to select a new
President of the United States, a new
Congressional member and a United
States senator, as well as decide municipal races in more than a dozen
Union County municipalities. In ad-

dition, two referendums will ask voters to choose whether voter approval
should be necessary for state borrowing, andwhether to change the process of appointing judiciary positions.
(See election coverage, which begins
on Page 21).
Polls will be open on Tuesday,
November 4, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE 2008 TEAM...Fanwood candidates for borough council debated the issues
Monday night in the live televised forum on Fanwood TV35 sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and the League of Women Voters. Pictured, from
left to right, are: George Weiss of Fanwood TV35, candidates Robert Manduca
and Michael Szuch, moderator Fred Rossi of The Times, candidates Joan Wheeler
and Russell Huegel, James Grover of Fanwood TV and Kathleen Fetissoff of the
League of Women Voters.

FW Candidates Debate
Budget and Downtown Dev.
By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The four candidates – two Democrats and two Republicans – competing for two, threeyear borough council terms up for
grabs on November 4 met to debate in
a televised public forum Monday
night.
Co-sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters, the onehour debate – which was carried live
on Comcast cable television by TV35 – drew a crowd of nearly 40 people
to Borough Hall, where the mayor’s
office and five of the six seats on the
council are currently held by Democrats.
The audience included Mayor Colleen Mahr as well as current and
former council members and other
elected officials.
Democrats Joan Wheeler and
Russell Huegel and Republicans Robert Manduca and Mike Lee Szuch
took alternating turns responding to a
series of pre-selected questions. The
issues ranged from the local budget
and state aid to downtown redevelopment and the possibility of a municipal merger.
Each candidate weighed in on the
issue of “extraordinary aid” from the
state, which has been applied for and
used by the borough to help finance
its budget.
Mr. Manduca said the borough
would not have to rely as much on
extraordinary aid if it was getting
more revenue from downtown redevelopment.
“We’ve got a hole in our budget
[that is] not so much a spending problem as a revenue problem,” he said.
“Twenty-five percent of the [downtown] redevelopment is done; that’s

not acceptable progress.”
Mrs. Wheeler said, “To not apply
for extraordinary aid would have been
absolute negligence on the part of the
mayor and council,” adding that the
governing body “should be congratulated” for saving “$200 per household” as a result of receiving the aid.
Mr. Szuch said he believed the borough has developed “an addiction” to
extraordinary aid.
“I’d like to see a citizens committee formed to help us look at the
overall [budget] picture extending out
several years,” he said, pointing to an
idea proposed by Mayor Mahr this
year.
Mr. Huegel said “no one thing is
going to solve the budget problem,”
but he noted that, “extraordinary aid
is our tax money that we’re getting
back [from the state].” He added that
there is “no shame in going after it.”
When asked whether there were
any budget items that were “off limits” in terms of potential reductions,
Mr. Huegel said, “I would probably
not rule out any area; governing is
about making choices.”
Mr. Szuch responded that, “police
and public safety are off limits.”
“It’s a disservice to the town as a
whole to even look at that as a method
to cut costs,” he said.
Each candidate was then asked for
their position on the idea of Fanwood
merging with another municipality.
Mrs. Wheeler said, “It’s something
that must be explored…and then be
put to the residents of Fanwood in the
form of a referendum.”
Mr. Huegel agreed, adding, “We
should put [the issue] in the hands of
a study and see what it reveals [and]
how much we would save [by merging].”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The latest voter-registration numbers,
issued October 20 from the Union
County Board of Elections, indicated
that 299,762 registered voters exist in
the county, with Democrats holding a
124,342 to 44,909 edge over Republicans. The county has 130,416 unaffiliated voters. The number of registered
voters has increased by 20,000 since
the June Primary, according to the Union
County Board of Elections website.
U.S. Senators Barack Obama (D)
and John McCain (R) are running to
replace President George W. Bush in
the White House. The leading campaign issues are the struggling
economy, including Wall Street worries and the thousands of foreclosures
due to the collapse of the sub-prime
mortgage market, and reducing the
nation’s dependence on foreign oil.
Also running are Independent Ralph
Nader and former congressman Robert Barr, running as a Libertarian.
Mayoral races will be held in Scotch
Plains, Clark and Elizabeth. Contested
council races will take place in Berkeley Heights, Clark, Cranford, Elizabeth,
Fanwood,
Garwood,
Kenilworth, Linden, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Springfield, Summit and Winfield Park.
There are uncontested council elections being held in Mountainside,
Roselle and Union. There are no
municipal elections in Westfield this
year, and Hillside holds non-partisan
elections in May.
In addition, the first referendum
question will ask voters to decide if
future state borrowing should require
voter approval. The second question
proposes that municipal judges who
cover multiple towns no longer be
appointed by the Governor, but instead that the Legislature determine
the process by which these judges are
appointed.
The Seventh Congressional District race between veteran state legislators Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County and Assemblywoman Linda Stender of Fanwood is
considered one of the most competitive in the country. The district currently stretches from Union County
to Hunterdon County. Mrs. Stender
nearly pulled an upset when she lost
to Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-New Providence) in 2006 by one percentage
point. Independent candidate and
Bridgewater councilman Michael
Hsing, a registered Republican, seeks
to make it a three-way race.
The race has been highlighted by
weekly negative political mail pieces
by candidates Stender and Lance. The
contest has also been an expensive
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

BOO...Happy Halloween everyone from witches, satans, catwoman,
Poison Ivy, clowns, friends and staff of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Council OKs Animal Control,
Korean War Clock Delivered
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township council on Tuesday approved a
resolution renewing the township’s
animal control contract with Associated Humane Societies (AHS) for
2009. Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said that there is “no other
option for this service that we must
provide.” For the past several years,
the Newark-based company has
been the only provider of such services.
AHS will be paid $57,500 for its
services next year, an increase of
$5,750 — or 11 percent — from this
year’s rate. Mrs. Coronato said she
hoped that Union County officials
would soon decide on a county-sponsored animal control effort so that
that municipalities themselves will
not have to pay what she termed “exorbitant fees” for the service.
In other business, during its 30minute meeting, the council approved
a contract of no more than $5,800
with Hatch Mott McDonald to perform engineering and environmental
analysis of a strip of township-owned
property at 2236 North Avenue. The
expectation is that, eventually, the
property, which is situated just west
of the Charlie Brown’s restaurant,

can be sold.
Don Wussler, a Korean War veteran who has been spearheading the
effort to raise money for a clock to be
placed outside the municipal building, said he had exceeded his goal of

$15,000. He told the council that the
clock was to be delivered yesterday.
He suggested that any additional funds
beyond the cost of the clock, which
cost $13,500, be used for brick pavers
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Halloween Parade and
Costume Contest Friday
FANWOOD – The annual Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Halloween Parade
and Costume Contest kicks off at the
Fanwood Memorial Library parking
lot (North and Forest Avenues,
Fanwood) at 5 p.m. on Friday, October 31. A slew of surprise treats will
await trick-or-treaters. Children and
adults who want to join the parade are
invited to assemble in front of the
library at 6 p.m. The parade will depart for LaGrande Park at 6:15 p.m.
The parade will end at the skating
rink near the tennis courts in LaGrande
Park. There, the costume contest will
be held for children of all ages, in-

cluding adults, starting at approximately 6:30 p.m. Also, the Jack-oLantern contest will be held outside
the LaGrande Park building. Anyone
who wants to enter a pumpkin in the
contest should bring it there and fill
out an entry form by 6 p.m.
Prizes will be awarded for the best
costumes and the best jack-o-lanterns.
Free cider, donuts and coffee will be
provided, and a fun evening in the
park is promised to all who come.
The festivities are jointly presented
by the Fanwood Recreation Commission and Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission.

Scotch Plains Candidates’
Forum Proceeds Sans Dems
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
mayoral candidate Nancy Malool and
council candidate Mary DePaola participated in a forum on October 23
hosted by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and the League of Women Voters.
The debate, moderated by The
Times’ Fred Rossi, covered topics including the municipal budget, the recently approved Special Improvement
District and recreation projects in the
township. Due to the absence of
Democratic mayoral candidate Kevin
Glover and council candidate Theresa
Mullen, Ms. Malool and Ms. DePaola
alternated questions for half of an
hour.
In discussing the municipal budget, Ms. Malool said she has “been
honest and straightforward” about the
potential for tax increases, which she
attributed to mandated increases in
pension payments, Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority fees and health

This Special Edition

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Courtesy of Christine Ciccarino

FREEDOM’S WAY...The Raider flag, signed by all of the sixth grade players and coaches of the Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL
C football team, is flown in Iraq. The football team is not only playing each week for the fans in the stands, but for our troops
in harms way. The boys have dedicated their season to the troops, specifically those serving with Lt. Connor Crehan, who
is a PAL alumni and a personal friend of coach Russ Yeager. When Lt. Crehan comes home, he plans to present the flag back
to the team. As quoted in one of Lt. Crehan’s e-mails, “It means a lot to have the season dedicated to us.” The soldiers monitor
the team’s progress each week via e-mail and the Internet.

Publisher’s Note: This annual special edition of The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times is mailed to every
household to encourage informed
voting on Election Day – Tuesday,
November 4. We urge you stay informed all year round and subscribe.
Reading is good for you. See
timesnj.com/subscribe.

insurance costs.
“We’re $1.5 million in the hole
right now,” Ms. Malool said. “If we
used our whole surplus, we would
still have at least a six-point increase.
And that’s without any increases in
our departments.”
Ms. DePaola said that during their
campaign, she and Ms. Malool have
attempted to educate “residents about
exactly where their tax money goes,”
saying that a majority of property
taxes go to the county and school
board, while only 18 percent goes to
the township.
“Once you break that down to a
resident and they really get to see the
big picture, I think that they have a
better understanding of where the
money goes,” Ms. DePaola said.
On the topic of the Special Improvement District (SID), Ms. Malool
said based on the performance of
other SIDs, she could “probably guarantee … that people will make their
money back tenfold within the first
couple of years.” Ms. Malool also
said she believed an SID is especially
necessary during difficult economic
times.
“What I said at the time, and what
I still say, is when you’re in an economic downturn, that’s probably the
best time to enact a Special Improvement District,” Ms. Malool said.
“When business is bad, you have to
do things to increase your business
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Patrick Connor for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, 2003

HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Carved pumpkins by residents throughout the area
add to the festive season in preparation for ‘Trick or Treat.’
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Four Candidates Battle For
Two Seats on FW Council
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FUTBOL...Officials formally opened the Scotch Plains southside soccer field on
Sunday. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool, Mayor Martin Marks, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Recreation Director Ray Poerio and F-SP Soccer Association President Jim Fawcett.

Council Control At Stake
In Next Week’s SP Election
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats will
try to gain control of the governing body
for the first time in a decade in next
week’s municipal elections, when the
mayor’s seat, as well as a council seat will
be up for grabs.
Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover
is facing Republican Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool in the race to succeed
Republican Mayor Martin Marks. Democrat Theresa Mullen is facing Republican Mary DePaola for the council seat
presently held by Republican Paulette
Coronato.
Republicans hold a 3-2 advantage on
the council. If the Democrats win either
the mayoral or council race, they will gain
control of the governing body in 2009.
Mrs. Malool was appointed to the council in the summer of 2002 before winning
four-year terms later that year and in 2006.
Previously, she was chief legislative aide
to the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine.
In 2003, she received her law degree and
opened her practice in Scotch Plains.
Mr. Glover, who is in midst of his first
term, was a senior vice president at
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette and a corporate vice president at Drexel Burnham
Lambert and currently operates a facilities consulting firm.
Mrs. DePaola was appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment at the beginning of the year after having served on
several local committees, including the
cultural arts, mayor’s gala and Scotch
Plains Day committees.
Mrs. Mullen has been a trial lawyer in

Veterans Day
Ceremonies on Nov. 11
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
Veterans Day Ceremonies will be held on
Tuesday, November 11. The two local
veterans organization, American Legion
Post 209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
10122, will conduct ceremonies on Tuesday, November 11, in observance of Veterans Day. The services will begin at 11
a.m. with the laying of wreaths at the
municipal building at 430 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. This ceremony will also
include the dedication of the Korean War
Veterans Memorial Clock.
At noon, there will be a presentation of
wreaths at the Fanwood Library at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road. The community is invited to attend these programs to
recognize the contributions and sacrifices
made by all former members of the armed
forces of the United States.

Planning Board Rejects
Rahway Road Plan
By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerned
about opening the door to increased numbers of undersized lots, as well as overdevelopment on the southside of Scotch
Plains, the planning board on Monday
turned down a minor subdivision application on 1550 Rahway Road by a vote of 63. Enrico and Carla Pigna sought to subdivide their property by relocating the lot
line, thus creating two undersized lots in
an area where the minimum lot size is
40,000 square feet. The two new lots
would have been less than 31,000 square
feet apiece.
At the 90-minute hearing, several
neighbors who testified were split on the
merits of the Pigna’s application.
Board member Ed DePaola expressed
concern that subdividing one-acre properties in that area of town would negatively affect property values. He said the
board had recently denied a similar application for a property at the corner of
Rahway and Raritan Roads.
Board members were concerned about
setting a precedent for others to seek
similar approvals. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, a board member, worried about creating “an urbanization of
the southside” of Scotch Plains. Board
member Alice Agran expressed concern
about the “domino effect” an approval
could have on other similar properties.

SP Forum
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and a Special Improvement District a
wonderful way to do it.”
The candidates said they would
like to continue working on recreation and open space projects, particularly at the Terry-Lou Zoo property and Brookside Park, but said
much depends upon the township’s
budget situation. Ms. Malool also said
it is her “intention to do something
for the seniors before the end of [her]
first four years,” although she said it
was unlikely in 2009 and 2010 because of the township’s financial situation.
“Like, I said where, when and how
much are still up in the air and are
obviously dependent upon on how
our fiscal situation is,” Ms. Malool
said.
Mr. Glover and Ms. Mullen chose
not to attend, describing the debate in
a prepared statement as “unilaterally
scheduled by the newspaper,” and
saying that they were not given the
opportunity to provide input on the
date and parameters. Their letter was
printed in the October 23 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

New Jersey for 14 years and is an officer
of the Union County Bar Association and
presently the co-chairperson of the county
bar’s Civil Practice Committee. She has
been a member of the Scotch Plains Memorial Day Committee.
“No matter what the outcome of the
election is, we are pleased with how we
ran our campaign,” Mrs. Malool and Mrs.
DePaola said in a statement to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “We maintained
a positive focus, concentrating on the
issues that are important to our residents.
The people we have met over the last
couple of months have shared with us
their concerns about property taxes, maintaining services and improving the downtown. The overwhelming majority, however, are happy living in Scotch Plains
and think it is a great town.”
“This campaign has been an incredibly
wonderful experience as I had the opportunity to meet thousands of our residents,
and to talk face to face with them on the
issues that concern them most,” Mr.
Glover told The Times in a statement. “I
met individuals that have recently joined
our community and many who have been
here for decades. They shared with me
that this unprecedented downturn in the
economy is having a profound negative
impact on their family’s finances.”
Mrs. Mullen called the race for council
“a truly rewarding experience.
The door- to-door campaign,” she told
The Times, “has been the most rewarding,
as it has afforded me the opportunity to
meet countless residents who have expressed their overwhelming concern about
the vast increase in municipal property
taxes in recent years, especially in the
tough economy.”

SP Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and a bench around the two-faced
clock, which will be formally unveiled during the Veterans Day celebrations on November 11. Mr.
Wussler offered “a million thanks” to
everyone who donated money. Mayor
Martin Marks thanked Mr. Wussler
for his efforts, which began earlier
this year.
Mayor Marks briefly addressed his
absence at the council’s October 14
meeting, during which Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, a candidate for mayor
in next week’s election, presided.
There were some comments on local
Internet message boards as to whether
the mayor had absented himself purposely in an effort to boost Mrs.
Malool’s electoral profile, but he said
on Tuesday that those persons who
thought it to be a “conspiracy” of
some kind and who ascribed a “nefarious motivation for my absence”
were incorrect. The mayor reported
that he was home with his wife, who
was recovering from a serious injury
that week.

FANWOOD – The three-year terms
are coming to an end for Fanwood borough council member, Bruce Walsh and
council president, Joan Wheeler, both
Democrats. Ms. Wheeler is seeking reelection. Mr. Walsh decided not to run for
re-election.
Currently, the Democrats have a 5-1
majority on the council and hold mayor’s
office.
Republicans Robert Manduca and Mike
Lee Szuch are challenging Democrats
Russell Huegel and incumbent Ms.
Wheeler.
The two Democratic candidates have
said “taxes, downtown redevelopment and
the exploration of shared services” are the
most important issues currently facing
Fanwood.
Republican candidate Mr. Manduca
believes that “taxes and downtown redevelopment” are the central issues to his
campaign, while Mr. Szuch views “taxes
and uncovering the transparencies in government” as the most important issues.
All four candidates are concerned about
the steady rise of taxes within Fanwood.
Municipal taxes increased 16 percent this
year.
Mr. Manduca said the tax increase can
be combated by expediting downtown
redevelopment and believes the current
redevelopment plan has been poorly managed.
Mr. Manduca believes that the town
should hire a single developer, rather than
multiple developers. By hiring a single
developer, he said downtown reconstruction would be completed in a timelier
manner. He said it has taken the current
council five years to complete 25 percent
of downtown development.
Mr. Huegel disagrees, saying the “council should stick with multiple developers
instead of imposing and mandating one
developer” and as a lawyer believes that
“litigation is an issue with one developer.”
Mr. Huegel and Ms. Wheeler both agree
with Mr. Manduca in the idea that the
completion of the downtown will bring
greater revenue to the town, and thus
lower taxes.
Both Democratic nominees have been
vocal about looking towards shared services with neighboring towns as an answer to the increasing taxation problem.
No specific services have been proposed
because, according to Ms. Wheeler, “what
services can and need to be shared will
become apparent once the new budget
from the state arrives.”
Mr. Szuch and Mr. Manduca both believe in making the borough council’s
actions more transparent, while bringing
more of the decisions regarding the town
to the people. They suggest constructing
a citizens committee, which was an idea
initially conceived but not carried out by

Ex-Chief Charged With
Forging Son’s Exam
SPRINGFIELD — The former chief
of the Springfield Fire Department has
been charged with falsifying documents
relating to a 2007 firefighters exam involving his son, Union County Prosecutor Ted Romankow said.
Wayne E. Masiello, 57, of Springfield
and who retired as chief in March 2008,
was charged with two counts of fourth
degree forgery, said Assistant Prosecutor
William Kolano, who is handing the case.
In November 2007, the prosecutor’s
office was alerted to a possible forgery
after several candidates – who took an
entrance exam a month earlier with
Masiello’s son – complained that the final
scores appeared to have been altered.
Mr. Kolano said the results submitted
to the state and township officials were a
“clear forgery” and gave Masiello’s son a
rank of third out of 10 candidates when he
actually earned the rank of eighth.
At the time, the department was only
considering the top three qualifiers for
open spots on the force.
Union County Prosecutor’s Office Detective Cassie Kim, assigned to the Special Prosecution Unit, conducted an investigation including more than 40 interviews and forensic examinations of telephone records and computers.
“These charges are the culmination of
a lengthy but necessary investigation,”
Mr. Romankow said. “It is regrettable,
however, that Mr. Masiello corrupted the
testing process, which is a disservice to
all those who competed fairly to serve
their community.”
Masiello is scheduled to make his first
appearance before Union County Superior Court Judge Joan Robinson Gross on
November 7.

Election Preview
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

one. Mrs. Stender had over $600,000
in cash on hand as of September 30,
after having $1.2 million as of July.
Mr. Lance had $275,000 in cash on
hand at the end of last month. Mr.
Hsing has $94,000 in cash on hand.
The candidates have focused
their campaigns on the economy,
the Iraq War, gasoline prices, and
alternative energy resources to reduce the country’s dependence on
foreign oil.
The Presidential contest and House
races have overshadowed the Senatorial battle. Senator Frank Lautenberg,
a Democrat, is seeking a fifth term in
the U.S. Senate; former Republican
Rep. Dick Zimmer opposes him.
Mr. Lautenberg, 84, had retired after the 2000 election, but two years
later, party leaders, including Gover-

Fanwood Debate
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mr. Manduca said, “There is no
sense of merging for merging’s sake,”
urging a “skeptical eye,” and suggesting that a “merger with Scotch Plains
would cost us more money.”
Mr. Szuch, while not ruling out a
merger option or other cost-savings
measures, emphasized that the “focus needs to remain on Fanwood being Fanwood,” with Fanwood’s downtown as “a distinct entity unto its
own.”
All four candidates were also asked
to comment on downtown redevelopment issues.
Mrs. Wheeler said, “We are moving in the right direction,” after noting that the “rewards [of redeveloping properties] are not quite what I’d
like to see.”
Mrs. Wheeler also stated that the
Livingston-Wilbur industrial site on
South Avenue, which the borough
purchased this year, “is the keystone
to redevelopment.”
Mr. Manduca responded that the
“Livingston-Wilbur [purchase] was
ill-advised” and said there “should
have been citizen involvement” in the
decision.
Mr. Huegel said he believed
Fanwood’s redevelopment is “being
done in a comprehensive and cogent
manner [and] should continue.”
Mr. Szuch said, “I see underdevelopment happening,” suggesting that
there “could have been more of an
effort put into [redevelopment].”
“We need to encourage additional
development downtown,” he said.
When asked how the borough can
maximize its assets, Mr. Huegel said
capitalizing on “our people and
volunteerism,” in addition to “continue to progress the redevelopment.”
Mr. Szuch emphasized the importance of “encouraging social programs,” such as scouting and other
service-based organizations, to “expand our assets and increase their
utilization.”
The candidates were also ques-

Mayor Colleen Mahr, to give more choice
and power to the citizens of Fanwood on
major matters involving their taxes.
Mr. Szuch said “every Fanwood citizen should be a part of the committee” so
that people can get a better handle on
items the current council has not made
apparent. He said residents need to “get a
better understanding on the state of affairs before any solutions can be proposed.” He negated the fact that the council meets once a month to discuss affairs
and make decisions and that these meetings are open to the public and broadcasted by TV-35 where they are run periodically throughout the month.
All candidates agree to combat rising
taxes.
Fanwood has 5,143 registered voters,
2,223 of which are unaffiliated with a
political party – 1,647 are registered
Democrats and 1,261 are registered Republicans, according to the latest numbers listed on the Union County Board of
Elections website, ucnj.org.

tioned about their ideas for working
with Fanwood’s Business and Professional Association.
“We have a good working relationship [with the BPA],” Mrs. Wheeler
said. “I would like to see that continue.”
Mr. Huegel said if he’s elected, the
borough council “will be a partner”
to help “make it easier for [businesses] to attract new customers” in
an “attractive downtown.”
Mr. Manduca said, “One of the best
things we can do is get our redevelopment back on track.”
“We need certainty of planning to
make a more vibrant business community,” he said.
Mr. Szuch said the BPA “needs to
better engage businesses.”
In their closing statements, all four
candidates touched on key themes
from their campaigns.
Mr. Szuch said, “It’s time we see a
new team on this council and get the
two-party system working again.”
He again advocated for a citizens
committee to help “create an environment of active involvement in the
town.”
Mr. Huegel said, “I will be [a] partner for business on this council.” He
also said he was “struck by the [level
of] volunteerism” and the transparency of the council in the budget”
process since he’s been a resident of
the borough.
Mr. Manduca, in sizing up the
town’s political and economic picture, said “It’s time for a change to get
our town back on track.”
Mrs. Wheeler pointed to the “winning strategies of the Mahr administration” and said she “understands the
needs of young families and seniors.”
“I have the skills Fanwood needs
right now. I know we are going in the
right direction,” Mrs. Wheeler said.
The debate will be rebroadcast several times prior to Election Day on
Comcast’s TV 35 and Verizon’s local
access channel 24.

nor Jim McGreevey, asked him to return after a campaign finance scandal
forced Robert Torricelli to abandon a
second term. A few years back, Congress passed into law Mr. Lautenberg’s
amendment to the 2006 Homeland
Security Appropriations bill, requiring that all federal port-security grants
are allocated based on risk.
Mr. Lautenberg has pointed to his
recent co-sponsorship on a 21st Century GI Bill and, this past summer, said
the Bush Administration needed to take
a harder stance against OPEC countries
regarding increased oil prices.
Mr. Zimmer, 64, a former congressman, lost a U.S. Senate race to Mr.
Torricelli in 1996. Mr. Zimmer was
most known for sponsoring the state’s
Megan’s Law, which notifies parents
when convicted sex offenders move
into their neighborhoods. He also introduced “no-frills” prison legislation, requiring the elimination of luxurious prison conditions.
Union County Democratic Freeholders Angel Estrada of Elizabeth,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Nancy
Ward of Linden are seeking to extend
their party’s election winning streak
to 14 years. Democrats have held a 90 majority since 1998. Republicans
John Russitano of Westfield, Roselle
Park Councilman Mike Yakubov and
Paul Franchino of Berkeley Heights
oppose them.
At the local level, Scotch Plains will
select a replacement for Mayor Martin
Marks, the township’s first elected
mayor, as well as Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato. Both Republicans
opted not to seek re-election, with Mr.
Marks losing in the primary battle for
Congress to Mr. Lance. Incumbent
council members, Democrat Kevin
Glover and Republican Nancy Malool,
are seeking the mayoral seat, with
Democrat Theresa Mullen and Republican Mary DePaola running for
council. The GOP, which has a 3-2
edge on council, must win both contests to retain its majority status that it
has held since 1999.
In Fanwood, Republicans Robert
Manduca and Mike Szuch are challenging Councilwoman Joan Wheeler
and newcomer Russell Huegel as they
attempt to increase GOP presence on
the borough council. Democrats have
a 5-1 advantage on the council and
hold the mayor’s office.
In Garwood, Democrats Jonathan
Linken and Louis Petruzzelli are running in place of Councilmen Walter
Tucker and William Schadewald, who
opted not to seek re-election. The
GOP ticket of Patricia Quattrocchi
and Timothy Hak is challenging them.
Democrats have 5-1 council majority
and hold the mayor’s office. Before
winning a council seat in 2004, Republicans had not had representation
on council in seven years.
Mountainside Republican incumbents Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
are unopposed for re-election in a
town that has never elected a Democrat to the borough council.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

INFLUENZA SHOTS…Myrna Racinez of Scotch Plains grimaces as she receives
a flu shot from Susan Higgins at the Scotch Plains Health Fair at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Saturday. The shots offer protection from varieties of influenza
expected to predominate this coming flu season. The shots were being given free
of charge to township residents meeting specified age criteria.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield
Wednesday, October 22, Lisette Doyle,
26, of Somerset was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at Mountain Avenue and
Raymond Street on an outstanding Union
Township traffic warrant. She was released after posting $250 bail.
Thursday, October 23, Mark Monroe,
Jr., 21, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants after a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Cumberland Street. The warrants
included one from Rahway, with $1,000
bail, and another from Elizabeth, with
$200 bail. Monroe was released after
posting bail.
Friday, October 24, Salvatore Fazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested on two
outstanding Westfield traffic warrants,
with total bail of $90, after a motor vehicle stop at Central and Myrtle Avenues.
He was released after posting bail.
Mountainside
Wednesday, October 22, Robin J. Williams, 33, was arrested for allegedly driving with a suspended license after being
stopped for having tinted windows. According to police, he was processed and
released.
Thursday, October 23, a driver traveling on Route 22 reported that someone
entered the roadway abruptly in front of
him, and as he attempted to avoid a collision with the vehicle he struck a “Do Not
Enter” sign, knocking it down. According to police, the driver was issued a
summons for not having his driver’s license in his possession and for careless
driving.
Friday, October 24, Ira L. Smith, 29, of
Newark was arrested at the Essex County
jail on an outstanding Mountainside warrant in the amount of $500.
Friday, October 24, Vittorio A.
Cacchione, 41, of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after being involved in
a motor vehicle accident. According to
police, he was processed and released.
Sunday, October 26, Tameka Sims, 27,
of Roselle Park was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license. According to police, she was processed and
released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 20, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name without
authorization.
Monday, October 20, police responded
to a hit-and-run accident on Terrill Road.
According to police, the victim’s motor
vehicle was legally parked when someone
struck the rear of the vehicle and then fled.
Friday, October 24, Ronald
Concepcion, 24, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.
Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that someone
removed her purse from the top of her
baby stroller while she made a stop.
Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone removed the front license plate from his
motor vehicle while it was parked in front
of his house.
Fanwood
Tuesday, October 21, a resident of the
100 block of Woodland Avenue reported
that someone attempted to open a credit
card in his name. According to police,
the credit card company notified him of
the activity and access was denied.
Friday, October 24, Jenny HantziosBasis, 45, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant after a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. According to police, she was processed and released.
Friday, October 24, Stephen J. Moore,
61, of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.
Friday, October 24, someone entered a
business on the 300 block of South Avenue and removed blank checks. According to police, $24,000 worth of fraudulent
checks were written and cashed.
Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that someone
broke into his motor vehicle by smashing his passenger side window while it
was parked at a South Avenue eating
establishment overnight. According to
police, $20 in cash was removed.

Republican Officials Hold Meeting
To Discuss COAH Requirements
By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT – “This is a night for questions, answers and an open discussion,”
said State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. to the
capacity crowd gathered at the Summit
Municipal building on October 16 to learn
about the state’s newest Council on Affordable Housing (COAH) requirements.
Republicans Mr. Kean, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick and Assemblyman Eric
Munoz called the meeting to help concerned constituents and local municipal
officials understand the meaning of the
new COAH rules.
In perhaps the understatement of the
evening, Assemblyman Munoz told those
present that “COAH is quite complicated.”
Municipalities statewide are facing a
December 31 deadline to submit plans
outlining how each will comply with the
affordable housing quotas.
To comply with COAH’s new rules,
one out of every five new housing units
created in a municipality must be designated affordable. In addition, one affordable housing unit must be provided for
every 16 jobs created in a municipality by
new commercial development.
“We used to have a surplus [under the
old rules], but now, we have a deficit,”
Springfield Mayor Bart Fraenkel said.
Included in the new rules is a 2.5 percent developer’s fee on commercial development that the state says will be used
to offset the costs incurred by towns to
build housing. Regional Contribution
Agreements (RCAs), which allowed a
municipality to transfer a portion of its
fair-share housing obligation to another
town, have been eliminated.
According to Philip Morin, an attorney
and Union County Republican chairman
who spoke at the meeting, if a municipality
submits a plan to COAH by December 31,
and it is approved, it receives “substantive
certification,” which is designed to provide the municipality with protection from
exclusionary zoning litigation.
Municipalities that choose not to participate in COAH’s administrative process will be vulnerable to exclusionary
zoning lawsuits, according to Melissa
Orsen, COAH’s chief counsel.
She said there were myths about COAH,
which call for construction of 115,000 new
units of affordable housing statewide. She
said that it was not true that complying
with COAH means increased property
taxes, a statement that caused the crowd to
laugh.
COAH was created in 1985 by the Legislatures in response to a case, in which the
Southern Burlington County N.A.A.C.P.
challenged the zoning ordinance of Mount
Laurel Township on the grounds that it
operated to exclude low- and moderateincome persons from obtaining housing in
the municipality.
COAH utilizes a formula to determine
each municipality’s affordable housing requirement. Municipalities who do not meet
the obligation can be penalized under the
“builder’s remedy.” According to the
COAH website, “In this type of lawsuit, a
builder sues a municipality on the basis
that it has not provided its fair share of

affordable housing, and then the court can
dictate where and how much affordable
housing the municipality provides and at
what density.”
“It is the municipalities’ option as to
how they create the housing and where
they create the housing,” Ms. Orsen added
in an attempt to alleviate concerns that the
state is forcing affordable housing on municipalities.
Mr. Morin said, “The appellate division
has voted on a motion saying that they will
not grant additional time.” He called the
December 31 deadline for submitting plans
“firm.”
Jeffrey Janota, a planner familiar with
COAH’s complex requirements, explained
the housing element and fair-share components of the reporting requirements.
Asked why the percentage of affordable
housing allowed for seniors had been reduced to 25 percent, Ms. Orsen said that
while COAH had asked for 50 percent, the
appellate courts had rejected the figure.
Age-restricted housing for people 55 and
over has traditionally been a popular way
for municipalities to meet their fair housing obligations.
Community leaders and members of the
public voiced their frustration.
“People are leaving New Jersey. Our
population is going down,” said Westfield
Councilman Frank Arena. “I hope this will
be looked at by legislators.”
“We have not faced the issue yet of
actual jobs declining,” Ms. Orsen said.
She added, “I see COAH moving down
the path of reality - especially given the
current economic conditions.”
COAH’s projections have been criticized by legislators and municipal leaders as out of synch with the economic
reality facing the state. Some of those in
attendance questioned how the state could
move forward with the third round with
the economy is teetering on the brink of
recession and homeowners plagued by
high taxes and falling house prices.
“We all have deep concerns,” Mr.
Bramnick told the capacity crowd. “In
this economy, how will we implement
this?” He added that COAH was at the
“forefront of challenges” facing legislators. “The law is not clear, the rule is not
clear,” he said. “I can guarantee you, its
gonna change and we hope for the better.”
Mr. Kean took issue with what he said
were overestimations of open space on
COAH’s maps. He is not alone.
Earlier this year, Senator Anthony
Bucco (R-25) pointed out that some areas
classified by COAH as open acreage for
development included parts of the
Picatinny Arsenal, a rest area, parts of the
median on Route 287, and areas between
the runways at Morristown airport.
Governor Jon Corzine has called housing a “basic right” for everyone and has
said that providing affordable housing is
a “moral and constitutional obligation.”
“We are trying to work with the New
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency,” said Ms. Orsen. “There is an even
greater need for affordable housing now.”
COAH says that a municipality is obligated to build affordable housing when
they build market-rate housing.
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LWV Posts Info. on Two
Ballot Questions on Website
TRENTON – To encourage informed participation in the upcoming General Election, the League of
Women Voters of New Jersey has
posted an analysis of the two public
questions that will appear on the
November 4 ballot. The analysis can
be found on lwvnj.org.
The League’s analysis of the ballot
questions includes the question and
interpretive statement that will be
found on the ballot, as well as a background of the questions and reasons
for voting “yes” and voting “no.”
The first public question seeks to
demand voter approval on all state
borrowing. The League provides
three reasons a voter might vote
“yes,” including “citizens need to
constrain the Legislature from borrowing without voter approval” and
three reasons a voter may vote “no,”
including “passage is more likely to
make it more difficult to address
regional capital or infrastructure
needs that will not have support of
the entire state.”
The second public question provides that the method of selection and
appointment of certain municipal
court judges be set by statute rather
than by the State Constitution. For

County GOP Slate Calls
For Change in County Govt.

this question, the League provides
two reasons a voter might vote “yes,”
including “appointment of municipal
court judges should be a local issue”
and two reasons a voter may vote
“no,” including “the current process
makes local politics less likely to
play a part in the appointment process.”
The League takes no position on
either public question.
For information on the ballot questions, call the League’s toll free
hotline, (800) 792-VOTE.

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

‘Call it Democracy’
Screening on Oct. 31

ESPOSITO PARK OPENS… Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada,
fourth from right, and Freeholders Rick Proctor, third from right, Nancy Ward,
second from right, and Rayland Van Blake, right, join Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso,
center, and Clark council members, from left to right, Alvin Barr, Brian Toal,
Shelia Whiting and Angel Albanese in cutting the ribbon, officially opening
Esposito Farm Park on Madison Hill Road in Clark. The $2.9-million cost of the
new 13-acre county park was funded through the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

WESTFIELD — The Union
County Peace Council will sponsor a
free Halloween pre-election screening of Call It Democracy on Friday,
October 31, at 7:30 p.m. This documentary investigation and discussion
of electoral reform will be shown at the
First United Methodist Church, at 1
East Broad Street in Westfield. A special prize will be awarded for the best
political costume.

Peyton's

Peek at the Week
In Politics

Detailed Voter Information,
See goleader.com

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

AP Poll Has Obama-McCain
Racing Closing to One Point
A new Associated Press poll has
placed the Barack Obama-John
McCain race for the White House at a
dead heat, with Senator Obama ahead
of Senator McCain by one point, 44 to
43 percent. Gallup has Senator Obama
up 50 to 45, and Rasmussen has Sen.
Obama up seven points, 52 to 45 percent. Other polls range from four to 14
points. The latest Zogby poll has Senator Obama up four points.
Corzine Names DEP
Commissioner As Chief of Staff
Governor Jon Corzine, on Friday,
named Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson as his new chief of staff, replacing Bradley Abelow. Ms. Jackson
will assume her new responsibilities on
December 1. Ms. Jackson was named
DEP commissioner in 2006. She will
focus on implementing Gov. Corzine’s
economic and energy agendas.
Feds Probe Records of Ex
Perth Amboy Mayor Vas
Federal authorities are probing the
records of former Perth Amboy Mayor
Joseph Vas’ administration, The StarLedger reported. Council President
Peter Jimenez told the paper various
staff members were questioned by
the FBI. He said he told municipal
employees to cooperate with investigators.
James Devine Evicted From
Elizabeth Apartment by Judge
Politickernj.com has reported that
James Devine, a Union County Democratic operative and newspaper pub-
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lisher who was arrested for owing
$20,000 in child support and alimony,
has been evicted by a Superior Court
judge from his Elizabeth apartment for
non-payment of rent. He was ordered
to pay $2,700 to the court, and he
cannot apply for additional extensions.
Higher-Education Panel Orders
Six to Stop Using Doctoral Titles
The New Jersey Higher Education
Commission members ordered six educators to stop using doctoral titles, according to an Associated Press report.
The story said the number of educators who authorities believe obtained degrees from unaccredited institutions has now reached nine.
Among those cited are an assistant
professor at St. Peter’s College and
two officials at the Freehold Regional High School District. The
Freehold superintendent relinquished his doctorate degree after it
was questioned.
Assembly Considers 30 Bills
Regarding Economic Crisis
The Assembly on Monday continued its focus on the global economic
crisis by considering nearly 30 bills
to help New Jersey residents and
small businesses. Monday’s bills
would: create and retain jobs by revamping small-business taxes and
enhancing business grants and incentives, help prevent home foreclosures, assist the poor and disabled
and senior citizens to pay winter fuel
bills and obtain food, bring new consumer protections against securities
fraud, promote savings and new jobs
through alternative energy and boost
property tax relief.

WESTFIELD — Union County
Republican Freeholder candidates
John Russitano of Westfield, Joe
Franchino of Berkeley Heights and
Michael Yakubov of Roselle Park said,
in a recent sit-down interview with the
candidates at The Westfield Leader
office, they are focusing on cutting
county spending this election cycle
and are promoting to voters the value
of a more diverse Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Democrats have held the
majority of the nine-member board
for nearly 13 years. See the complete
interview on video at goleader.com.
Mr. Yakubov, a first-term councilman in Roselle Park and a graduate of
Kean University with an undergraduate degree in criminal justice and public
administration, said that “[Republicans]
have to get in there and create balance.”
“When you have differences of opinions, those are the times that have the
best outcomes for the residents of Union
County,” he said. “If there is [that balance] on the freeholder board, you’ll
have more advocacy for the people.”
“[This election,] the country is saying that they want change on a national level, why not on a county
level?” Mr. Russitano, a Westfield
public works employee, asked.
A big part of that change, they said,
would involve county spending. Mr.
Yakubov said Union County is the ninth
highest taxed county in the country.
“Money is being spent at the county
level for absolutely every kind of
program, whether [that program] is
working properly or not,” he said.
The important question, he said, is,
“Are we spending the money in the
right place?”
“The county tax is ridiculous,” Mr.
Russitano said when specifically
asked about this year’s $438-million
budget, a 6.5-percent or $2.5-million
hike over last year, and the $252million tax levy. “Things could be cut
back. The county [board] has nine
Democratic freeholders. They continue to raise taxes, and no one really
knows where the money goes. People
are getting taxed out of the area.”
Mr. Franchino owns a landscaping
business and said that if elected, he
would use that business sense to “do
things more efficiently.” His experience, he said, “really got me interested
in getting involved rather than just complaining about stuff,” he said. “Let’s
find the cheapest way to do things.”
Mr. Franchino said he would be in
favor of hiring a consultant to find
efficiencies in running county programs, and maintaining parks and
county projects. He said he would
like to see “more competitive bidding.” Projects, he said, should be
given to county companies.
Mr. Yakubov said that the government needs to “operate within its
means,” and that, similar to house-

holds, when times are tough, “you cut
back.” He stressed, however, that
money should still be given to those
programs that are beneficial to the
community. “You have to re-evaluate
the programs you are running and ask
yourself which ones are working,” he
said. “We don’t disagree on every
program that the Democratic freeholder board is running. They do provide some good services.”
The candidates said that they are
willing to work across party lines.
Making his second attempt at freeholder, Mr. Russitano said he has expanded the campaign to visit “highly
Democratic” towns. He described himself as a “mouthpiece for working
people,” regardless of party ties or
economic levels. These people, he said,
“pay a lot of the county tax, but don’t
feel they get a lot of services.”
According to Mr. Yakubov, the
GOP’s priorities are education, development and shared services. He
also wants to eliminate the duplication of services at the county and
municipal level.
Mr. Yakubov said all towns in the
county do not receive the same representation, so he favors freeholder districts. Legislation was sponsored in
the early part of the decade under
GOP-control, but failed to move forward.
“You have representation in Linden, Rahway, Plainfield, Elizabeth
and Roselle, but you don’t have anyone from Westfield, you don’t have
anyone from Cranford, and you don’t
have anyone from Kenilworth. You
will continue to see that pattern because they only go where the votes
go,” Mr. Yakubov said.

Kids Trust Fund
Awards Announced
ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced the awarding of an
additional $1.3 million in grants as
part of the county’s Kids Recreation
Trust Fund grant awards.
Locally, Fanwood awarded
$12,625, including $2,831 for equipment and $9,794 to provide improvements at LaGrande Park.
Mountainside received $25,500, split
between $12,000 in equipment and
$13,500 for general field improvements in the municipality. Scotch
Plains was awarded $25,000 for improvements at the Kramer Manor Park
facility. The grant will fund recreation opportunities that presently exist, including the creation of a wallboard court.
Westfield was awarded $102,350.
They will use $27,350 of the money
for equipment and the remaining
$75,000 to assist in the complete renovation of Memorial Park, which includes softball fields, soccer fields,
tennis courts, etc.

Financial Planning
To Help Guide You Through Life Transitions
Financial Life Planning
Investment Management

Charles P. Weidman, CFP®
CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ Professional

We invite you to learn
what makes us unique.

AND AN EXTRA $115 SAVINGS ON MASTER’S SETS**

Natural
Materials

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

SALE AFTER INSTANT SAVINGS**
1999
$1769
2349
$2119
2699
$2469
3699
$3469

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 • www.valleyfurnitureshop.com

Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • Sunday 1-5

Office: 973-533-0666
Email: CWeidman@Financial-Focus.net
Website: www.Financial-Focus.net
70 South Orange Avenue, Suite 245 Livingston, NJ 07039
Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc.,
Member FINRA/SIPC. Financial Focus, LLC is independently owned and operated.

Enter to Win 50% Off Your Purchase
See Store For Details

Experience

35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ
908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our
customers with our superior bedding,
MADE IN THE USA.”
Ron Shovlin & Rick Shovlin
•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.
•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior
Mattress, manufactured locally.
•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.
•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 30, 2008

Ward, Estrada Discuss
Budget, County Services
By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Democrat Freeholder incumbents Angel Estrada and
Nancy Ward sat down for an interview at the offices of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, on October 17, to
discuss issues in their upcoming election, including the role of the county
government and their thoughts on the
fairness of representation on the
board. A video of the interview is
available on the newspaper’s website
at goleader.com.
During the interview, the candidates sought to explain the functions
the county and freeholder board play
in the lives of residents. Mr. Estrada
likened the county to “an umbrella
that provides services to communities,” such as parks, road maintenance
and salt purchasing.
“Today, more than ever, the present
state and the federal government are
pushing for shared services in municipalities because there is no need
to have dual services available in communities when it can be actually done
more effectively and at a reasonable
price,” Mr. Estrada said.
Mr. Estrada said one of the major
shared services the county provides
is related to police. He said that the
county acts as the arson investigators
for the municipalities and is involved
in a number of different task forces,
such as Homeland Security and the
Essex/Union Auto Theft Task Force,
to reduce the need for specialized
units on the township level.
“So, therefore, we, together with every municipality, instead of us having
special forces, we have forces that are
made up of individuals from those
municipalities,” Mr. Estrada said.
In light of the financial difficulties
faced not only by the state and municipalities, but individuals as well,
the candidates said the county is reviewing its budget and expenditures.
Mr. Estrada said the county would
look at ways to cut costs, including
reviewing overtime payments and
contracts. He also said the county
trimmed its $26-million deficit almost in half this year by deferring
some planned projects.
“Well you have to understand that
no different than everyone’s household where you sit down at the dinner
table and decide as to how you are
going to be using your resources, we
actually do it at the same situation,”
Mr. Estrada said.
Financially, Ms. Ward said the county
is healthy, noting that it was recently
given a triple-A bond rating.
“We’re in very good shape financially, and when we get these ratings
from independent agencies it’s an
indication they look at everything,”
Ms. Ward said. “And we have a tripleA rating because they found that we
have conservative budgeting, that our
debt is low to moderate. And these are
all the factors that they look at when
they give us the triple-A rating.”
Although some municipalities in
the county have approved resolutions
calling for certain freeholders to be
elected by a ward system, Mr. Estrada

said he favors at-large elections. He
said he felt the resolution was political in nature, calling it “a question of
Democrats versus Republicans.”
“The fact is that the Republicans
have not been able to elect anyone to
the position of freeholder,” Mr.
Estrada said. “So, that’s not up to us.
This is a free country where yes,
Democrats have the higher number,
but actually the highest numbers are
the non-affiliates who play a bigger
role in terms of elections.”
Mr. Estrada also said that he felt a
ward system would create a situation
where each municipality has only one
representative on the freeholder board,
as opposed to the current at-large
system where the board represents all
municipalities.
“If you have a district, that means,
that at that particular time, only that
individual who represents you at the
board is able to advocate for your
issues. Correct?,” Mr. Estrada said.
“The way that it is now is anybody
could approach Nancy Ward from
Linden, Angel Estrada from Elizabeth, Rick Proctor from Rahway,
and advocate on behalf of an issue
and we’d probably be able to jump
in.”
Ms. Ward said if re-elected she
would like to continue working on
gang intervention programs, which
she said was one of her priorities
when she first joined the board.
Mr. Estrada said he and his running
mates “have a track record of where
we stood on issues” and encouraged
voters to review it in making their
decision on Election Day.
“If you don’t feel this is the plan
then guess what, there’s other places
you can vote,” Mr. Estrada said.
Opposing Ms. Ward, Mr. Estrada
and Rick Proctor (who was unable to
attend the interview) for re-election
to the Board of Freeholders are Republicans John Russitano, Michael
Yakubov and Joseph Franchino.
Democrats currently hold all seats on
the nine-member board.
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Mayor’s Gala Honorees
Announced by Panel

PUBLIC LEADER…Linda Maggio of Westfield receives the Public
Leadership Award from Community Access Unlimited (CAU) on October 22, at the group’s annual gala in Mountainside. Pictured, left to right,
are: Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, CAU Board President Robert Griffin, Mrs. Maggio and CAU Director Sidney Blanchard.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Gala Committee has
announced its volunteer awards for
2008. The honorees for this year are
as follows:
Female Volunteer of the Year – Pat
Kane.
Ms. Kane has volunteered her
time throughout the community in
many aspects. Previously she was
the PTA president at both Evergreen and Park Middle Schools and
has served on numerous township
committees, including the cultural
arts and Scotch Plains Day Committee. She also serves in the Bereavement Ministry at St.
Bartholomew’s The Apostle Roman
Catholic Church.
Male Volunteer of the Year – Robert Kraus.
Along with being a past president
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-

Major Boscia Returns
From Duty in Iraq

WELCOME HOME DAD…Major Joe “JB” Boscia of the U.S. Army Engineers
and a Westfield resident is safely back home at Ft. Campbell, Ky., after completing a 13-month tour in Iraq. Major Boscia, welcomed at the airfield by his wife,
Nancy, and children, Alexis and Joseph, served with the 3rd Brigade Combat
Team of the 101st Airborne Division, Special Troops Battalion.

WESTFIELD — Major Joe “JB”
Boscia of Westfield, of the U.S. Army
Engineers, is safely back home at Ft.
Campbell, Ky., after completing a
13-month tour in Iraq. He served with
the 3rd Brigade Combat Team of the
101st Airborne Division, first as Brigade Engineer Officer, and then as S3 Operations Officer of the Special
Troops Battalion. This brigade has
served more months of deployment
in Iraq and Afghanistan than any other
brigade since the war started.
The Boscias will spend the next
year at Ft. Campbell. Major Boscia
grew up in Westfield, made Eagle
Scout here, and attended Holy Trinity
and St. Joseph’s High School in
Metuchen before going on to the
University of Dayton for his degree
in electrical engineering. His parents,
Joe and Sue, still reside in town.

tary Club, Mr. Kraus was also a member of the Scotch Plains Business
Association. Among his other contributions to the town, he has provided
his services as a lawyer on a pro-bono
basis to both the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA and the Resolve Community Counseling Center.
Volunteer Couple of the Year –
Howard and Marge Van Duyne.
Mr. and Mrs. Van Duyne have been
large supporters of the Scotch PlainsFanwood music programs. Each of
them have been active members in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Music
Boosters Association for the past 35
years, including to this day, acting as
chaperones on the various music department trips.
Volunteer Organization of the Year
– The College Club.
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the College Club’s continued service and support to Scotch
Plains. As one of the oldest volunteer organizations in town, the College Club annually raises funds for
scholarships for young women pursuing a college education. Along
with that, its community calendar,
which it produces each year, has
proved to be a valuable resource for
all residents.
Tickets are on sale for the 18th
annual mayor’s gala at Shackamaxon
Country Club. The cost per ticket is
$75. The Gala, is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments
of the community for an evening full
of dining, dancing and a silent auction. Proceeds from the event support
the Municipal Alliance Committee
and other local non-profit organizations.
For information about tickets to the
mayor’s gala, or how to donate a gift,
contact the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department at (908) 322-6700, extension 1221.
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CONTACT We Care
Gala 2008

Slow-roasted tomatoes.
Not a minor detail.

***

Celebrating 33 Years of Providing Hope & Saving Lives
All proceeds benefit CONTACT We Care’s 24-hour caring & crisis hotline

Honoring
Senate President Richard J. Codey
New Jersey Senate
Mrs. Mary Jo Codey
Former First Lady of New Jersey
Dr. Armin Szegedi
Schering Plough Research Institute
Reverend Dr. Darla Dee Turlington
First Baptist Church of Westfield

Keynote Speaker
Terry L. Wise, J.D.
Author, National Mental Health Award winner and survivor of a suicide attempt.
Her highly-acclaimed book Waking Up: Climbing Through the Darkness provides a
roadmap for the restoration of emotional health.

all-natural sun-dried tomato pesto, fresh
basil and freshly baked Ciabatta. Then we
grill it so the flavors meld perfectly. You
can savor it by itself or pair it with our
Creamy Tomato Soup topped with Asiago
cheese croutons as part of You Pick Two.

All tomatoes are not created equal. So
when we created our new Tomato &
Mozzarella Panini we slow-roasted a
special variety to bring out its natural
sweetness. To complement the roasted
tomatoes, we chose fresh mozzarella,

®

panera-nj.com

Master of Ceremonies
Brian Thompson, New Jersey Reporter WNBC 4 New York

Thursday, November 6
Primavera Regency * 1080 Valley Road * Stirling, NJ
Cocktails * Dinner * Honors * Keynote Speech * Music * Silent Auction * Book Signing

Sponsors of CONTACT We Care’s Gala 2008 include: Schering-Plough Corporation, James
Ward Mansion/The Savannah of Westfield, PSE&G, and General Plumbing Supply
©2008 Panera Bread. All rights reserved.
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Don’t Scorn Magic of Past Souls
Although not sanctioned by any government calendar, Halloween is a favorite holiday — colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and ghosts,
knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and haunts
follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all the fun
seems based on the darkside – death, goblins, haunted
houses and horror.
Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread fake
cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with phony
human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes, dress in
monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into the night on
broomsticks like evil witches? It inspires us to party, to
mask what we are and to honor the strange – hoping to
win a prize, but based on what? Maybe it was the Celts,
centuries ago who created this practice, before beliefs
existed, as we now like to think of our sophisticated
selves.
Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today, that
we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our roots? Do
we refuse to laugh at the supposed ignorance of peoples

long ago, those without science we say – those mired in
fright and superstition and darkness as night each year
extends over day; as winter winds howl during the
fading fall. Are the sounds they heard, calls from spirits;
lonely souls close at hand only during this time of year?
Things we seldom listen for today – are they still there?
Ancient cultures divided their calendars according to
the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by cycles of
weather with pastoral markings taken from the heavens.
Astronomy provided the accepted wisdom of their time.
We may scoff today and challenge these superstitions.
But, is it buried in the DNA of our souls? How can one
tell in looking at the moon tonight or tomorrow night?
Was that a bat or witch flickering by? Is there more to the
wind? Does it carry the moans of our forefather’s spirits?
For those that mock, we say spend Halloween night at
Gallows Hill Road by Fairview Cemetery and your
opinions may change. For others we say, play it safe,
don’t scorn the magic of souls past. Put on your masks,
don costumes, light jack-o-lanterns and party. Happy
Halloween!

Former WF Resident Assails ‘With Us or Against Us’ Attitude
I grew up in Westfield, graduated from
WHS in 2001 and moved out to Seattle
after college to work for Microsoft. I read
The Westfield Leader every week online
and love the fact that it’s available that
way. It’s so nice to be able to see what’s
going on in Westfield, a place that I
cherish and still refer to as “home.”
I’ve never written a letter to the editor
before, but after reading last week’s edition, I felt compelled to respond to a letter
that you published. I understand that you
probably get quite a few submissions, but
I’d love it if you could include the voice
of Westfield native from all the way across
the country.
Something tells me that Maria
Carluccio isn’t aware of the irony contained in her October 23 rant to The
Leader, so I feel that it might bear my
pointing it out to her. After apologizing
for blaming the deplorable actions of one
idiotic individual on an entire group of
people, she then proceeded to base her
entire rant on these same broad-brush
strokes.
In Ms. Carluccio’s worldview, Americans are simply either “conservatives” or
“non-conservatives” (who are “better
known as liberals” according to her). It’s
unclear to me where Libertarians, Green
Party supporters or anyone else would
fall on Ms. Carluccio’s two-toned spec-

trum, but let’s ignore that for the moment.
The point is that the labels “conservative”
and “liberal” don’t map directly to party
lines or voting preferences.
I have plenty of conservative friends
who view the Bush presidency as an absolute disaster and who laugh at the claim
that there’s anything “conservative” about
the deficits that he’s run up. Some of them
are even voting for Obama. But in Ms.
Carluccio’s “you’re either with us or
you’re against us” world, these people
aren’t “conservatives.” Last time I
checked, President Bush’s approval rating was hovering somewhere below 30
percent, so we’re apparently facing somewhat of a national epidemic in that over
70 percent of the country (many of them
conservatives) suffer from what Ms.
Carluccio refers to as “Bush Derangement Syndrome.”
Turn on the news, and you’ll see many
of McCain’s top advisors parroting this
same line of thinking. Just last week, his
advisor Nancy Pfotenhaur proclaimed that
there are actually two Virginias – the
northern part of the state that supports
Obama, and “Real Virginia,” which supports McCain. She apparently didn’t see
the irony in the fact that she made this
statement from Arlington, which is located in the “fake” part of the state, where
John McCain’s headquarters is based and

The Leader Should Keep Their
Editorial Comments on Page 4
In the October 23 edition of The
Westfield Leader, Carolyn Freundlich
reported on a recent visit to UCC by
CNBC’s Jim Cramer. The article was
interesting and reported on some of the
answers that Cramer gave to questions
from his audience.
Most of these questions seemed to concern the current state of the financial
markets and the economy. Two thirds of
the way through the article, there are a
couple of paragraphs summarizing
Cramer’s views about what has caused
the current state of affairs. Specifically,
Mr. Cramer said the current market is “a
reflection of the Bush Administration’s
bad economic policies.” According to the
reporting of Ms. Freundlich, Cramer goes
on to describe how the Bush Administration “let people buy homes with no-money
down and no interest for years,” etc. This
article appeared on page 9 of The Leader.
It was good reporting on what a relatively famous financial pundit had to say
at a local appearance. All of this is good
reporting and the kind of thing that you
would expect a community paper to print.
The paragraph that appears next in Ms.

Freundlich’s article, however, is shocking, partisan and shameless. The next
paragraph is written in italics and surrounded on both sides by parentheses.
It appears to be an “editorial insert”
that is not part of the actual text of the
article. In this paragraph, it appears that
either the editorial staff or the reporter
thought it was important to inform the
reader that a recent New York Times article suggested that the first seeds of the
housing bubble were, in fact, sewn under
the Clinton Administration. What is this?
If The Leader wants to write an editorial, then do it on page 4 where the other
editorials reside. How can you possibly
justify interrupting a journalistic article
about a recent local event to educate me?
If you disagree with Cramer’s views, then
congratulations. Who cares what you
think?
I do not need to be educated by the
editorial staff of a community newspaper. I have seen less shameless intrusions
on journalistic integrity in high school
newspapers.
Geoffrey Sherry
Westfield

where he also owns a home.
Sarah Palin made a similar comment
while in North Carolina – referring to it as
a part of “real America.” Have we really
devolved that far? The economy is crumbling beneath our feet, and we’re busy
building up a rubric for who qualifies as
a “real” American?
In her letter, Ms. Carluccio lists Bill
Ayers and Jeremiah Wright as two people
whose associations with Obama make
Ms. Carluccio “question Senator Obama’s
judgment.” She conveniently fails to
mention John Hagee, a preacher with
whom McCain has a relationship and
someone who has routinely referred to
the Catholic Church as the “great whore,”
“the apostate church” and as being responsible for the rise of anti-Semitism
under Hitler. She also fails to mention
that McCain was a member of the Keating
Five and that the Senate Ethics Committee criticized him for exercising “poor
judgment” in its report.
While enumerating a list of despicable
dictators who have come out in support
for Obama, she also neglected to mention
that the extremist website al-Hesbah recently claimed “Al-Qaeda will have to
support McCain in the coming election.”
Yet none of this makes me question
Obama or McCain’s judgment. I think
Ronald Reagan summed it up best; when
informed that he was being endorsed by
the KKK, he claimed that this only meant
that they agreed with him, not that he
agreed with them on anything at all.
Ms. Carluccio apparently views things
differently than Reagan, and for her, these
ridiculous endorsements and “us” versus
“them” rhetoric is actually meaningful.
Indeed, Obama derives a lot of support
precisely from the fact that he refuses to
buy into this divisive false dichotomy that
has been the driving force behind our
politics for too long. And guess what?
Americans aren’t buying into it either,
and it has nothing to do with voting for
Obama or McCain.
At a campaign rally last week, a McCain
supporter was giving out fake Obama
bumper stickers that had a Communist
sickle and Islamic crescent on them while
claiming that Obama wasn’t really an
American. Fortunately, McCain supporters cannot be painted with Ms. Carluccio’s
broad-brush strokes. They turned on the
man and argued with his hate mongering
until he left the premises. I wonder what
Ms. Carluccio would have done?
How do these two wildly different
groups of McCain supporters map to the
“conservative” / “non-conservative” vision of American that she espouses?
Matt Hall
Seattle, WA.

By Andrew Skibitsky
Mayor of Westfield
A recent letter to the editor from an
individual who was “extremely disappointed” about having to comply with
Section 13.02H8 of the Westfield Land
Use Ordinance regarding the placement
of basketball backboards in the public
right-of-way and went on to relate the
enforcement of said ordinance with the
recent report of youths congregating behind Starbucks offers me, as your mayor,
the opportunity to keep the public informed on several matters that were raised
by the writer.
First, the enforcement of the land use
ordinance is certainly not a “‘seek and
destroy’ mission” (as the writer characterized it) on the part of the town’s sole
zoning officer. To be clear, the Land Use
Ordinance, of which zoning regulations
are a part of, is borne of state land use laws
and the equal protection clause of the U.S.
Constitution. Generally, land use laws
determine the permissible uses of land so
as to promote the public health, safety and
general welfare of the population and are
very much at the core of the “quality of
life” issues the writer refers to. To be
clear, our Land Use Ordinance does permit basketball backboards. They must,
however, be placed on private property,
not in the public right-of-way. Primarily
for obvious safety reasons (and not “to
eradicate constructive outlets for the youth
of our community” as the writer stated),
the streets are not to be used as playgrounds. To ignore the law and “allow”
backboards or any other recreational
equipment, such as skateboard ramps and
hockey nets, to be positioned in the public
right-of-way places a heavy burden of
liability upon all the taxpayers of the
town. To be sure, the enforcement of the
Land Use Ordinance preserves the quality of life in Westfield.
Second, without a doubt, Westfield is
one of the top communities in the state in
providing an abundance of varied recreational opportunities for its youth and
young adults. The town itself invests a
significant portion of its resources to maintaining 10 municipal parks with a multitude of sporting fields and courts, including several basketball courts. The recreation department’s (westfieldnj.gov/recreation) programs include “Night Place”
for 6th to 8th graders and “Teen Center”
for high school students. During the re-
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Westfield Flag Football
Does So Much
We thank Westfield Flag Football for
supporting our fundraiser for the Foundation for Diabetes Research. FDR is an
organization created by New Jersey parents who have children with diabetes. All
money raised funds grants focused on
curing this disease. Each research project
brings us that much closer to a cure.
We Starbuck’s for their generous contribution. A special thanks goes to George
Lanzano and John Dugan. Not only have
they been so supportive of this fundraiser
but also they continue to do so much for
the children in Westfield by running the
successful flag football program.
Kim and Tom Decker
Westfield

German ‘Candid Camera’ Chuckles
Westfielder About Parking Tickets
It’s not often that we can get a chuckle
out of our local parking issues, so I will
share a laugh with my fellow Westfielders
regarding an hilarious German Candid
Camera skit I watched on board a flight
from Zurich a few weeks ago. The story
line goes something like this.
Scene opens up with a camera shot of
a vigilant parking enforcement officer
standing in the center of a parking lot in a
picturesque town in Switzerland. This is
where the fun starts. Car drives into the lot
and proceeds to a parking space. Said
officer jogs over to the driver and shoves
a parking violation into the driver’s hands
as the person is parking! As the driver is
screaming at the enforcement officer, the
officer literally leaps into action toward
the next approaching car and issues another violation – literally without any

opportunity for either driver to get out of
their car to pay the parking meters. One
after the next, the scene recurs. You can
only imagine the outrage and eventual
comedy/relief when all the drivers realize
they were spoofed on Candid Camera!
From my perspective, thinking about
home as one typically does on a long
flight, I found it somewhat ironic that our
local parking issues were indirectly mimicked on this skit. I know others may not
find this as humorous as I. However, I
only try to inject some levity into an issue
that just seems to mildly gnaw at us whenever we venture into town for a quick
shop or bite to eat.
Happy parking everyone! Many thanks
and best wishes.
Wally Okby
Westfield

SPFHS A/V Club Secretary Seeks
To Clear Up Previous ‘Misunderstanding’
In the October 2 edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Ross Blacker
wrote of his concern about the lack of
student commentary on Scotch Plains television. First off, I would like to thank
Mayor Marks for the professionalism that
his commentary has lent to SPTV, and
then I would also like to thank Mr. Blacker
for complimenting our channel. However, while appreciated, his notion about
the mayor’s role as an announcer was
unfounded. There is much participation
among Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in the production of sports and
other local events. The misunderstanding
lies in the fact that the students, who
spend many hours after school working
on programs that air on SPTV, are not
doing this as part of the curriculum. Instead, they are doing it as a part of an
extracurricular club, the SPFHS A/V Club
to be exact. Student work onscreen takes
place primarily within the hours of school,
in broadcast journalism classes. These
classes produce Raider News, and the
role of most of these students does not
extend into other productions for SPTV.
However, there are still plenty of students lending their voices to SPTV. Jun-

ior Jeremy Cimafonte and sophomore
Christina Lewis provided commentary
for the boy’s first soccer game this fall,
and senior Matt Morrelli recently commented on a football game. Student work
also goes beyond SPFHS events. Last
spring, sophomore Sarah Drum and
SPFHS graduate provided commentary
for the Scotch Plains Memorial Day Parade. In fact, the entire parade was also
shot by SPFHS students.
It may be true that there are not as many
student commentators as there used to be,
but this is due to the fact that most students in our club have chosen equally
(and sometimes more) challenging tasks
of going on behind the camera. If you
have gone to any soccer, football game or
recent Scotch Plains Day, you will see
teenagers running all over the place with
cameras or tripods, searching for the perfect shot. If this is not student participation, then as a student and TV club member myself, I don’t know what is.
Thank you for your compliments and
concerns.
Laura Thompson
Secretary, SPFHS A/V Club

Acting is ‘Bizarre and Exciting
Experience’ for Scotch Plains Stand-In
The other day, I made $110 doing
absolutely nothing but standing around in
an oversized white tuxedo for 13 hours at
the Gershwin Hotel in Manhattan, punctuated by playing Pokémon and writing a
college English paper on my laptop. Sound
like a get-rich-quick scheme to you? Well,
it’s actually not, and it’s anything but
easy money, I’ll tell you that much.
On October 20, I had the pleasure of
acting in a five-part miniseries called
“Stingray Sam,” to be released in 2009
over the Internet and cell phone carriers.
I didn’t read the script, but from my 13
hours on set, I feel this production will
turn out similar to Richard Elfman’s trippy
1980 musical Forbidden Zone. For those
of you unfamiliar with Forbidden Zone,
it’s the kind of movie my friend Justin
would have saved on his Xbox to watch
late at night while enjoying the hallucinogenic effects of the chemical found in
cough medicine.
“Stingray Sam” seemed to have a pretty
crazy premise. From what I can tell, the
main character seemed to be one middleaged man with a moustache who wore a
tight red metallic spandex suit and a long,
trailing fuzzy white cape. He was, apparently, some kind of outer-space cult leader;
I, one of the actors wearing white tuxedos, played the part of one of his disciples, whom he eventually turns on midseries and has arrested and locked up.
There’s a villain too. Another old man
wearing a gold metallic spandex suit and
no cape carries around a large jar of olives

supersearch
Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the
newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information
and exciting extras! Order your copies today!

cent renovation at the Memorial Library
(wmlnj.org), a special area was designated to meet the unique needs of teens. In
the summer months, Memorial Pool sponsors special teen activities. In addition to
the town’s efforts, the school district
(westfieldnjk12.org) offers an extensive
array of cultural, athletic and academic
activities to engage the students. Westfield
is also fortunate to have several institutions that serve the varied interests of the
youth population, including the Westfield
Area Y (westfieldynj.org) and the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(njworkshopforthearts.com), to name just
two. Every house of worship offers our
youth opportunities to meaningfully participate in the community. And let’s not
forget the hundreds of adult volunteers in
town who coach and guide thousands of
our young men and women in organized
activities, such as the numerous sporting
leagues and scouting opportunities.
Lastly, while it is the writer’s opinion
that removing basketball backboards from
the public right-of-way diminishes the
quality of life in Westfield, it is apparent
to me from the number of complaints the
town receives that the majority of residents believe otherwise – it is the placement of basketball backboards on the
street that detracts from the quality of life.
Clearly, then, the enforcement of the land
use ordinance constitutes a wise and necessary expenditure of your tax dollars.

and dances in competition with a tiny toy
robot. There was a behind-the-scenes crew
member who had a striking resemblance
to the Swedish chipmusician, Dubmood,
of whom I am a huge fan. I found this to
be rather amusing. The whole ordeal was
a bizarre experience, and I’d love to be
able divulge more details about the story.
The adventure doesn’t stop there for
me. As a background actor, I was able to
exchange e-mail addresses and phone
numbers with the production manager,
Ciara Lacy, with the implication that I
would be working with her on set as a
crew member in future productions.
A quick Google search of Ms. Lacy’s
name results not only with her page on
IMDB.com but also with a Spin.com
online magazine article in which she was
interviewed at a Brooklyn rooftop screening of Michael Gondry’s The Science of
Sleep on September 20, 2006. Gondry
also directed Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind and Be Kind Rewind, the latter
of which I unsuccessfully tried to help out
with the production while it was being
filmed in Passaic back in October 2006.
From my point of view on the set of
“Stingray Sam,” being surrounded by
what seemed to be a swirling torrent of
idiosyncrasy, how could I not want to find
out how this turns out? Let me just say
that this is show is definitely worth the
$2.99 it’s probably going to cost to download onto your phone.
Tom Fortunato
Scotch Plains

DD

TM

Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Fulmination – A thundering or lightning
2. Persultation – An eruption of blood
from an artery
3. Maculose – Covered with spots
4. Sphygmus – The pulse
MALAISE
1. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic
proportions
2. Extreme dislike, hatred
3. Harsh in taste, acrid
4. Physical discomfort before an illness
PUNDONOR
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A point of honor
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. A confidence man; swindler
BUNTONS
1. Small number; insufficiency
2. A calcareous deposit found in the
sacs of the ear
3. Horizontal timbers in a mine shaft
used for support
4. A small spike or elongated cluster of
flowers in grasses
CLEM
1. To starve or die of hunger
2. Inflammation of a mucous membrane; especially of the nose or throat
3. Desperate; wanting
4. The foam formed by the force of a
waterfall on the rocks below

More Letters:
Pages 10–11
SP Blood Drive Is
Great Act of Kindness
Our first annual blood drive at the
Scotch Plains Farmers’ Marketplace was
a big success. I’d like to thank our valued
visitors for their “Act of Kindness.” With
their donations, I am told we saved approximately 90 lives that day. Wow, what
a great feeling knowing this.
Also, [it is gratifying] knowing that
there are people in our community who
genuinely care and give of themselves to
help others in need. Additional thanks go
to Lois Keegan of the Blood Center of
New Jersey and their kind staff and Jean
Ann Honig of Seabound Cruises for her
assistance and support.
As director of the Scotch Plains Farmers’ Marketplace and board member of
the Scotch Plains Business and Professional Association, we look forward to
expanding our effort each and every season and saving more lives. Thanks again.
Jeffrey Stein
Scotch Plains

Community Responds
To Fight World Hunger
The Crop Walk on Sunday, October
19, was a great success made possible by
scores of volunteers, a hundred-plus walkers and by the coverage of your paper.
The 10 houses of worship and organizations which participated in the walk
will announce the amount of the funds
raised to the Community Thanksgiving
Service on Monday, November 24, at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at 7 p.m.
They will be joined by other houses of
worship, which will be taking a collection
to help fight world hunger.
CROP, the acronym for Communities
Responding to Overcome Poverty, is under the direction of Church World Service, an Ecumenical world organization.
The organizers of this year’s CROP
Walk wish to thank all the supporters:
walkers, workers, promoters and, most of
all, donors of this worthwhile cause.
Cena Pollitt
Fanwood

Walking School Bus is a
Westfield Tradition
When I first considered having my
older son walk to school with the neighborhood walking group, I was opposed to
the idea. “It’s too far, it’s too cold, he’s
too young, he’ll get abducted, he has to
cross Central Avenue” were the litany of
excuses I came up with to explain my
reticence. But here I am three years later
to say, I love that my children walk to
school. Not only does my fourth grader
still walk, but he was joined this year by
his first grade brother who couldn’t wait
to be a part of the group. Yes, it is far
(almost a mile), sometimes it is cold and
they still have to cross Central Avenue.
But overall, the positives have far outweighed any opposition I had.
The distance doesn’t seem to be a big
deal to the kids, except those first few
days when their backpacks are extra heavy
or on music instruction day. But they are
champs. They carry their belongings without complaint (mostly) and it has never
been easier to get them out the door in
time to meet up with other neighborhood
kids. Now that I’ve been walking with the
kids, I’ve gotten a tiny peek into their
social lives. It’s such a nice way to feel
connected with them. My first grader
even held my hand while we walked.
Beyond the motivation of leaving on
time and the social benefits, we are all
getting some exercise and fresh air plus
spending less on gas and helping to keep
congestion down around the grade school.
The ever-vigilant crossing guards keep
my mind at ease (yes, even crossing Central!) and it’s always fun to see who’ll be
walking on any given morning.
I can’t take the credit for our successful
walking group. That honor belongs to
Debbie Skibitsky, our First Lady of
Westfield, who started the group years
ago when her kids were at Jefferson. I’m
just trying to maintain the tradition of
making Westfield a great place for our
kids to grow up.
Ann Chen
Westfield
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Consider the Two Public Questions
And Vote on November 4
This year the voters have the opportunity to vote on two ballot questions, both
of which I supported when they came
before me as legislation in the New Jersey
Senate.
Public Question 1 is a step toward
providing New Jersey voters with greater
control and oversight over state appropriations. If passed, the State Constitution would be amended to require voter
approval for state authorities, including
the Economic Development Authority and
Transportation Trust Fund Authority, to
borrow money to finance projects. If this
provision of the State Constitution had
been in place, debt such as the school
construction facilities bonds would not
have been issued without voter approval.
I believe this amendment is consistent
with the original intent of the debt limitation clause of the Constitution that provides the mechanism for public approval
for borrowing. New Jersey taxpayers
should have a “say” in prioritizing state
spending, and the ballot question format
enables all voters to participate in the
process.

Public Question 2 changes the method
of selection and appointment of a limited
number of municipal court judges by
eliminating the Governor’s power to appoint, with the New Jersey Senate’s consent, judges serving 19 courts currently
designated as joint or central municipal
courts. Changing the appointment process will encourage more municipal courts
to examine the viability of court consolidation and the resulting shared services
cost reduction.
As a senator, I recognize the importance of the “advise and consent” authority provided state senators over judicial
appointments, but also recognize the value
inherent in enabling greater local control
and input over judicial selection.
I encourage all voters to take the time
to read the sample ballots they received in
the mail, to ask questions of their representatives if any issues linger and to remember to vote on November 4.
Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield (LD-21)
Senate Republican Leader

Muhlenberg Hospital Needs to Be
Restored; Plainfield to Strike Back
Did the Muhlenberg Hospital (MRMC)
horse leave the barn for good? This is a
difficult question to answer. The forces
against the reopening of Muhlenberg are
many. The governor and health commissioner have not given the citizens of
Plainfield and the 13 area communities
serviced by MRMC any breaks.
That Solaris retain the acute-care license for two to three years was shot
down by Health Commissioner Heather
Howard. The Solaris organization is very
well connected to New Jersey politics.
The City of Plainfield is striking back
by appealing the commissioner’s findings to the New Jersey Appellate Court.
That Mayor Robinson-Briggs and six of
seven Plainfield council members voted
to appeal the decision is appreciated. The
exception was councilman Cory Storch,
who did not vote to appeal the decision. It
is difficult to understand his reasons.
Asm. Jerry Green is supporting the
appeal. Joining in the appeals process is
the Newark-based People’s Organization
For Progress (POP) and the Coalition to
Restore Muhlenberg. POP has fought to
save hospitals in other communities.
Under the misguided leadership of Governor Jon Corzine, there have been nine
hospital closings in the past two years.
Most hospitals that closed were in communities with heavy minority populations.
Yet there are plans to build a hospital in
Plainsboro, near where commissioner
Howard lives. Also, the Pascack Valley
Hospital, in an affluent area, is scheduled
to reopen. It appears that Corzine does not
recognize that healthcare is a right of all
citizens. The Governor’s actions does not
follow the policy advocated by Presidential Candidate Barack Obama. In his party
acceptance speech, Obama emphasized
that heathcare was a right of all citizens.
All Plainfield area citizens should embrace the decision to appeal the
commissioner’s findings.
Did Solaris have so much political clout
that the closing of the Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center was a “no contest”
from the start? Public listings of political
contributions made to State Senate and

Assembly candidates, as well as the New
Jersey Democratic Party, from January 1,
2004, to December 31, 2007, were reviewed. Interesting trends are revealed.
The six highest-paid Solaris executives contributed $32,286 to area politicians and the Democrat Party. The highest recipients of contributions were Senator Barbara Buono ($12,800) and Asw.
Linda Stender ($5,386).
Senator Buono from Metuchen, head
of the Senate Budget and Appropriation
Committee, is married to Martin Gizzi, a
high-paid physician who is employed by
the Community Hospital Group, which is
owned by the Solaris Health Systems.
Adam Beder, Solaris director of government affairs, once served as deputy
director for the New Jersey Hospital Association. He is also a former member of
Barbara Buono’s staff. Amie Thorton,
Solaris Health Systems vice-president and
project manager, was previously employed by the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services.
Solaris is a large organization and one
of the top 20 employers in the state. They
have the political might because of their
size. A number of physicians and employees of Muhlenberg Hospital expressed privately their support to the
groups fighting to save the hospital, but
would not come forward in public.
Interestingly, on May 6, at the Plainfield
High School State Health Planning Meeting with several executives from Solaris,
including CEO John McGee, Asw. Stender
showed up before the start, but left before
the meeting was called to order. Her remarks given by Mayor Colleen Mahr of
Fanwood were, “The assemblywoman
couldn’t be here today, but she is very
concerned over the closing of this hospital.”
The Plainfield area needs to restore an
acute-care hospital at the Muhlenberg
site. All citizens need to call/write their
local politicians supporting the citizens
and other efforts. The combined forces of
David are fighting Goliath.
John Gostel
Edison

What Is This Town Coming To?
As an avid reader of The Westfield
Leader, we enjoy specifically reading the
letters to the editor. We find it a proper
medium to state personal views on crucial
issues involving our town and its residents. The recent weeks’ have displayed
some interesting letters regarding the stealing of political lawn signs. Never did we
imagine that we, too, would be submitting a letter regarding the same issue.
Last Saturday night, my husband and I
had dinner with some old friends. We
arrived home and were on our way to bed
when we noticed a shadow approach our
front porch. To our surprise, we witnessed the stealing of our McCain sign.
We opened the door and yelled out to the
person, who came running back to return
the sign. To our dismay, the perpetrator
was a young teenage girl. When asked
what exactly she was doing, she said,
“I’m sorry – I’ll put it back – it was my
“father’s idea!”
I then asked if her father was in the car
and she indicated that he was. I approached
the car and discovered not only the father,
but the mother and another daughter. I
exchanged words with the father, trying
to comprehend the audacity to, not only
trespass on my land, steal an item of
personal property, but to encourage a
minor to engage in this criminal behavior.
How appalling!
My husband and I are still speechless
as a result of this incident. Who would
expect a family night out to include the
stealing of political signs from lawns? As

a neighbor (as we now know who you are
and how close you live to us), we are truly
disgusted and embarrassed by your criminal behavior as a fellow Westfield resident. We encourage a response from you
regarding this letter, although we are not
sure there is anything you could possibly
say to defend yourself or your family.
This is more than just about political
views and opinions – this is downright
theft – not only theft of personal property,
but theft of our constitutional right of free
speech! What’s next, our flag? How dare
you teach your children that it is acceptable to violate and disrespect an
individual’s very own rights as a citizen
of this great country!
We drive by many homes in this town,
all with different political signs posted on
their front lawns. We glance over, notice
the sign and continue on our merry way.
Never in our minds would we think of
taking that person’s sign, nor encourage
our children to steal it for us. It is not who
we are and it is not what politics should
be. It is simply a person’s right to their
own views and opinions.
So, for the owner of this Mercedes
vehicle who desperately wanted a McCain
sign and felt the need to steal one off of
our front lawn, feel free to log on to the
John McCain website at JohnMcCain.com
and order one, or better yet, why not have
your “daughter” do it for you!
Valerie & David Lynch
Westfield
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Letters to the Editor
Platform for Change:
Is It the Right Direction?
The platform for change has been extraordinary. If the changes proposed are
enacted, no doubt this country will be
going in a new direction. Is it the right
direction? The programs seek to “Provide
Healthcare coverage for all Americans;”
“Provide children a world-class education and free college tuition;” “Provide
energy rebates to offset heating bills;”
“Reimbursement for child care,” and other
government refunds and programs. Most
seem willing to accept these as welcome
changes, but they carry huge social and
economic implications.
The proposed entitlements come at
enormous expense, do little to grow the
economy and require tax increases at a

time when individuals and businesses can
least afford it. The socialized healthcare
plan alone is estimated at $60 billion per
year – all told, an additional $1 trillion in
new government spending. This type of
government expansion is the exact opposite of JFK’s quote on personal responsibility to country: “Ask not what your
country can do for you, but what you can
do for your country.” Today, it’s as if
“you” and “country” have been transposed.
If the polls hold true, we’re about to get
the government we deserve, although it’s
far more than we need.
Bill West
Westfield

Outing Hooligans; ‘Auld Lawn Syne’
I thoroughly love your new weekly
saga “Auld Lawn Syne,” a wry dramaticcomedy about a self-professed conservative, her pilfered political lawn signs and
the Obama/Biden backer blamed for the
banditry. The October 23 installment was
particularly amusing. In this episode, our
conservative chided all those non-conservative nincompoops (can I say nincompoops?) who support Senator Obama
for President of Bush Country, and queried: Don’t those dopey Democrats understand that the terrorists support
Obama? If only someone like General
Colin Powell could explain it to them.
Don’t those loony liberals know what
their anti-American ideology would do to
this great country of ours? Do we really
want peace, prosperity and our civil liberties protected?
Intriguingly, it was intimated that our
conservative might belong to that enigmatic 23 percent of the public who continue to support President Bush. If so, she

provides a glimmer of hope to those suffering from “Bush Derangement Syndrome,” as our conservative may be able
to right them on the road to rehabilitation.
Please, enlighten and educate those afflicted and address exactly which of the
Bush Administration’s policies are most
misunderstood. Is it preemptive war, ‘Afghanistan interruptus,’ military stop-loss
or the circumvention of the Constitution?
How about tax cuts for the rich, the reluctance to acknowledge global warming or
the suppression and distortion of scientific fact for ideological or political purposes? Could it be warrantless wiretapping, the reaction to Hurricane Katrina,
cowboy diplomacy, the nation’s weakening economy, et cetera?
Again, editor, thanks for the laughs. I
look forward to future episodes — and
maybe even the outing of the hooligans
that started all this.
Nancee Novak
Scotch Plains

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

JON BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC
1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com
Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

This is
Mozart
A Multi-Media Program Devoted
to the Life and Music of Mozart
Wednesday, November 5
At 7:00 pm

Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?
Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:
• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.
• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.
With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Presented by
Catherine Sprague
JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL EVENT TO BENEFIT
RIBBONS FOR ROBIN!
Saturday, November 1 12 - 4pm
10% of sales will be donated to Ribbons for Robin, a fundraiser
that beneﬁts the Breast Cancer Research Fund.
9 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD 908.233.7133
EILEENFISHER.COM

At the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street,
Westfield, NJ 07090
Program open to MURAL and Westfield Memorial
Library cardholders. Go to www.wmlnj.org and
click on Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 X 4140.

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248
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Library to Present Program
On Mozart’s Life and Music

WHEELS OF PROGRESS…Pictured above is a collection of used bicycles that
area residents recently donated to the Rotary Club of Westfield’s “Pedals For
Progress” initiative. The bicycles are shipped to other countries to provide
transportation for the needy. See article on this page.

Alfred Morasso to Recount
’56 Sinking of Andrea Doria
WESTFIELD – During the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the Westfield
Historical Society November 5,
Westfield resident Alfred Morasso,
Jr. will offer an eyewitness account of
the sinking of the luxury liner Andrea
Doria after it was struck by the Swedish passenger ship Stockholm. The
luncheon will take place at noon at
B.G. Fields Restaurant, located at
560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield.
The ships collided on a foggy
evening shortly after 11 p.m. on July
25, 1956 near the Nantucket
Lightship. The Stockholm was sailing from New York to Scandanavia
and the larger Italian liner Andrea
Doria was approaching New York on
completion of a transatlantic voyage
from the Mediterranean. There were
525 passengers aboard the Stockholm,
while the Andrea Doria had 1,134
passengers and a crew of about 570.
Mr. Morasso was a navy lieutenant
on the destroyer escort Edward H.
Allen, returning from a two-week navy
reserve cruise to Nova Scotia. His
ship was about three hours away when
the collision occurred. It took almost
12 hours for the Andrea Doria to
sink. The collision resulted in the
death of 46 passengers aboard that
vessel and five members of the crew
from the Stockholm.
Mr. Morasso will tell of the events

that led up to the collision of the two
ships and share his personal recollections of the rescue operations of the
passengers and crew.
A 1948 graduate of the Merchant
Marine Academy in Kings Point, N.Y.,
Mr. Morasso would serve as a deck
officer for the Moore-McCormack
Lines and then on a T2 tanker for
military sea lift command for a year,
where he circumnavigated the globe.
He joined the Circumnavigators Club
in 1950 and served as its international
president from 2003 to 2006.
During the Korean Conflict, he reported for active duty with the United
States Navy as an ensign to amphibious training command in San Diego,
Calif. He then served two years on the
USS Gunston Hall (LSD-5) in various capacities and took part in the
Inchon and Wonsan landings.
After obtaining an unlimited masters license in 1952, Mr. Morasso
worked for several companies during
the remainder of his career. He retired
from the United States Navy Reserve
in 1974 with the rank of commander
and from the Maritime Overseas Corporation in 1992.
All those wishing to attend the luncheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, November 3. The cost of the
luncheon is $15, including gratuity.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will offer a program on Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
on Wednesday, November 5, at 7
p.m. Attendees will learn various
facts about the composer, including
why he only lived until the age of 35.
Catherine Sprague will present a
PowerPoint slide show examining
Mozart’s life, with over 20 clips of
music from his early, middle and later
years. She also will discuss Mozart’s
musical genius and the real cause of
his early death. Additionally, slides
of his instruments, homes and family
members will be featured.
Ms. Sprague is a pianist and presenter of Mozart’s music and life. She
has presented her program “This is
Mozart” to dozens of libraries and
cultural organizations throughout
New Jersey. Her interest in Mozart
was inspired through her studies of
the composer’s keyboard music with
the Russian master pianist Malvina

Rotary Offers Thanks
For Bicycle Donations
WESTFIELD – The Rotary Club of
Westfield collected used bicycles October 11 through its “Pedals For
Progress” initiative. These bicycles will
be sent to needy children in Guatemala.
Rotary Club members expressed
their appreciation to the 151 individuals who donated their bicycles to this
program. The club also extended gratitude to Bill Bonsall, Mark Elsasser,
Jim Hely, Dale Juntilla, Ray Kostyack,
John Lazzarotti, Naomi McElynn and
her sons, Thomas and Patrick; Byron
Miller and his son, Reed; Ron
Hutchinson and his son, Ryan; Phil
Richardson and Mark Zenobia.
The club additionally thanked Liz
Ensslin, Darielle Walsh, the Friends
of Rotary, Robert Treat Deli, Chris
Yeager of Jay’s Cycle Center, Staples
of Westfield, the Westfield Board of
Education, the Foley family of
Westfield and Patrick Lerouge of
Revive Massage for their assistance
and participation.
The Rotary Club of Westfield meets
every Tuesday for lunch from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in Westfield.
Guests are always welcome. For more
information, visit westfieldrotary.com.

Potop of Edison.
This program is open to Westfield
Memorial Library and MURAL
cardholders. To register, access the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and
click on Calendar, or call (908) 7894090, extension no. 4140.
The Westfield Memorial Library
is open from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Monday through Thursday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs, call (908) 789-4090, visit
wmlnj.org or stop by the library at
550 East Broad Street for a copy of
its quarterly newsletter.

AARP Chapter Posts
Meeting and Luncheon
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area
Chapter 4137 of the American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) will hold its next meeting
on Monday, November 3, at 1 p.m.
at the Scotch Hills Country Club.
The club is located at Plainfield
Avenue and Jerusalem Road in
Scotch Plains.
The Harmonic Group from Union
County will provide entertainment.
Chapter members are urged to bring
a non-perishable food item for the
Westfield Food Pantry, which supplies food for many communities in
Union County. Food pantries currently are experiencing a great need
to keep their shelves stocked.
The AARP chapter’s holiday luncheon is planned for Monday, December 1, at noon at B.G. Fields
Restaurant, located at 560 Springfield Avenue in Westfield. The cost
is $20. Members may pay for the
luncheon at the November meeting.
For additional details, call Lunch
Chairperson Kate Menzer at (908)
232-1362. Members also may pay
their dues at next week’s meeting.
Additionally, Community Services
Chairperson Skeets Kuzmuk has
asked that chapter members continue
to donate items such as used jewelry,
small stuffed animals, soft-covered
books, puzzles and other miscellaneous trinket items that can be used
as bingo prizes for the patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berkeley Heights.

MR. AND MRS. JONATHAN JAMES BARTLETT
(She is the former Ms. Elizabeth Therese Albino)

Ms. Elizabeth T. Albino
Weds Jonathan J. Bartlett
of Sea Cliff, N.Y., brother-in-law of the
bridegroom; Paul Godfrey of London,
England, Nigel Lucas of Norwalk, Conn.
and Michael Nightingale of Scotch
Plains, friends of the bridegroom.
Scripture readings were done by Mrs.
Ellen Nightingale of Scotch Plains, a
friend of the bride, and Mrs. Claire
Randell of London, England, the
bridegroom’s cousin. Ms. Maryjane
Graham of Monroe Township, cousin of
the bride, read the Prayer of the Faithful.
A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Communications with a
concentration in Public Relations from
Loyola College in Maryland in 1998
and is a 2009 candidate for a Master of
Arts degree in Counselor Education
from Kean University. She currently is
employed as a legal and business affairs
consultant with Bertelsmann Direct
North America in New York.
The bridegroom served an apprenticeship on the London Stock Exchange in London, England before
moving to New York to pursue a career
in finance. He currently is employed
as a managing director with RDM
Financial Group in Westport, Conn.
The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner at the Stage
House Restaurant in Scotch Plains
the evening before the wedding.
Mrs. Marcella Freisen, Mrs. Ellen
St. Clair and Mrs. Eileen Schrader,
friends of the bride’s mother, and
Mrs. Katherine Cichy, aunt of the
bride, hosted a shower on March 29 at
Mrs. Freisen’s Westfield home.
Prior to embarking on a wedding
trip, a marital blessing was performed
by Father Paul Dynan on Saturday,
June 28, at St. Therese Lisieux Roman
Catholic Church in Laindon, England.
Following a wedding trip to Venice
and the Amalfi Coast, the couple resides in Jersey City.

Ms. Elizabeth Therese Albino, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Albino of Westfield, was married on
Friday, June 6, to Jonathan James
Bartlett. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
James Bartlett of Laindon, England.
The Reverend Monsignor William
Harms officiated at the afternoon nuptials, which took place at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
A reception followed at The Park
Savoy in Florham Park.
Given in marriage by her father, the
bride wore an ivory duchess silk strapless fitted gown with draped empire
bodice and flare train, designed by
Priscilla of Boston, along with her
mother’s cathedral-length, lace mantilla
veil, also by Priscilla of Boston. She
carried a bouquet of white, pink and
fuchsia peonies mixed with ivory roses,
white calla lilies and lavender flowers.
Ms. Katherine Albino of Westfield
was the maid of honor for her sister.
The bridal attendants included Mrs.
Melanie Raymundo of Sea Cliff, N.Y.,
sister-in-law of the bride; Ms. Maria
Karlsson of San Francisco, Calif., Mrs.
Kimberly Nicholl of East Norriton,
Pa. and Mrs. Jaime Tansey of Cranford,
friends of the bride. All wore kneelength, periwinkle blue, silk shantung
dresses by Aria and carried bouquets
of blue hydrangea, ivory and fuchsia
roses, dendrobium orchids, kermit
mums and lavender flowers.
Miss Mary Laut of Georgetown,
Mass., cousin of the bride, served as
the flower girl. She wore a tea-length,
white chiffon dress with a periwinkle
blue, silk shantung sash and carried a
smaller version of the bouquet carried by the bridal attendants.
James Bartlett of Laindon, England,
the bridegroom’s father, served as the
best man. The groomsmen included
Robert Albino of Hoboken, brother-inlaw of the bridegroom; Alan Raymundo

www.classicconstructionservice.com

908-233-6161
No job is too large or too small!
Renovations t Additions t Kitchens t Bathrooms
Basements t Decks t Ceilings t Tiling t Stairs
EXCELLENT LOCAL REFERENCES

Ian Woodcock, Master Builder

C A R P E N T R Y h PA I N T I N G
R O O F I N G h M A S O N RY h GREEN BUILDING

— Serving the area for over 19 years —
G92662

2 Hickory Road

t

Summit, NJ 07901

M ARIO C. G URRIERI , E SQ .
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT
340 North Avenue

Cranford, New Jersey 07016

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law
including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,
child support, division of assets, palimony,
premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining
orders, post-divorce motions due to changed
financial circumstances, residence removal
from New Jersey, visitation modifications
and transfers of custody.
Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law
Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist
for over 25 years
Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian
Accredited Mediator
Department staffed with four additional attorneys
with experience offered at lower hourly rates
Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &
Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

For More Information:

908-272-0200

www.dughihewit.com
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Film Screening and Exhibit
To Commemorate Holocaust

Rev. Turlington to Be Among
CONTACT Gala Honorees
WESTFIELD – The Reverend Dr.
On staff at the First Baptist Church
Darla “Dee Dee” Turlington, senior since 1991, Reverend Turlington
pastor at the First Baptist Church of served as Minister of Christian EducaWestfield, will be among the honor- tion and Evangelism prior to becomees at CONTACT We Care’s Gala ing senior pastor.
2008 on Thursday, November 6, at
A graduate of the University of
the Primavera Regency
Florida with a degree in jourin Stirling.
nalism, she earned a Master of
Reverend Turlington
Divinity at Union Theologiwill be feted along with
cal Seminary in NewYork City
Senate President Richand a doctoral degree in Bibliard Codey, Mary Jo
cal Studies in the joint UTS/
Codey and Dr. Armin
Columbia University proSzegedi of the Schering
gram.
Plough Research InstiDuring her tenure at First
tute. The event’s theme
Baptist, she has been active in
will be “Celebrating 33
the Westfield/Mountainside
years of providing hope
Ministerium Associates, servRev. Turlington
and saving lives.”
ing as president for several
WNBC TV’s Emmy
years, and participated on the
award-winning New Jersey reporter Board of Education Strategic PlanBrian Thompson will serve as mas- ning Committee. Prior to entering the
ter of ceremonies. The public is in- ministry, Reverend Turlington taught
vited to attend. Tickets may be pur- comparative religions at Pace Univerchased on the CONTACT We Care sity in Pleasantville, N.Y. and worked
website, contactwecare.org, or by as a telephone counselor with the Help
calling (908) 301-1899.
Line Crisis Center in New York City.
As a former president of
Area AARP Bus Trips
CONTACT’S board of trustees, Reverend Turlington is being honored for her
Postponed Until March
leadership and steadfast support of the
AREA – The Rahway AARP
24-hour caring and crisis hotline. She
served as a member of CONTACT’S (American Association of Retired Perboard for more than six years and as sons) has announced that its bus trips
to Atlantic City have been postponed
president from 1999 to 2001.
CONTACT We Care offers the gift and will resume again in March 2009.
A reminder will be sent out in Febof listening to callers in need throughout New Jersey. Part of a nationwide ruary for those who are interested in
network of crisis hotlines affiliated the March trip. For further informawith CONTACT USA and, interna- tion, call Wally at (908) 272-7534.
tionally, with Lifeline International,
CONTACT is dedicated to preventLady of Lourdes Plans
ing suicide and making a positive
50th Year Celebration
difference in people’s lives. The serMOUNTAINSIDE – The Parish
vice, provided by highly-trained volunteers, is free and confidential. The Community of the Church of Our Lady
local hotline number is (908) 232- of Lourdes invites all to participate in
the celebration of the 50th anniversary
2880.
CONTACT We Care also is a mem- of the founding of the parish.
Celebration of the Eucharist will
ber of the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline, for which it answers begin at 4 p.m. on Saturday, Decemcalls to 1 (800) SUICIDE and 1 (800) ber 13, at the Church of Our Lady of
273-TALK. CONTACT is the pri- Lourdes, located at 300 Central Avmary responder to calls made to these enue in Mountainside. A gala dinner
national hotline numbers from many dance will follow at 6 p.m. at L’Affaire
Fine Catering, located on Route 22,
area codes within New Jersey.
East, in Mountainside. The cost for
Antiques Appraisal Set the dinner dance is $125 per person.
For more information, call the parish
At Fanwood Museum
office at (908) 232-1162.
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Museum, located in the borough’s historic
railroad station at North Avenue and
North Martine Avenue, will hold the
second in its fall season of programs on
Sunday, November 2, at 2 p.m.
Anita L. Grashof, a certified antique
appraiser, will present a program on
antiques and collectibles. She also will
give a verbal appraisal of one item
brought in by each audience member.
Ms. Grashof has been the proprietor
for 25 years of Gallerie Ani’tiques in
Scotch Plains. Certified by New York
University in Uniform Standards in
Property Appraisal Standards, she lectures, makes television appearances and
writes articles for trade magazines.
She holds memberships in the
National Trust for Historic Preservation, Metropolitan Museum of Art,
MOMA and the Newark Museum.

BOOK SALE ON THE WAY…Donations are organized for the St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church Friends of Music annual Giant Book Sale that will take place
November 2 to 4. The church is located at 414 East Broad Street in Westfield.

St. Paul’s Friends of Music
To Hold Giant Book Sale
WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church will hold its annual Giant
Book Sale on Sunday, November 2,
from noon to 4 p.m. and Monday,
November 3, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Bag Day will be Tuesday, November 4, from 9 a.m. to noon.
Available for sale will be thousands of books in all categories, including paperback and hardback fiction and nonfiction, audio books, videos, software, compact discs, records,
DVDs, puzzles and children’s books.
Proceeds from the sale will support
the many musical programs, concerts
and activities offered at St. Paul’s.
Books and other donations are being accepted in the St. Paul’s Parish
Hall from 3 to 9 p.m. daily through
Saturday, November 1. To reach the
parish hall, use the Euclid Avenue

Caregivers Meeting
To Be Held Monday
WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones will meet on Monday, November 3, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.
Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information, call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation
DWI & Municipal Court

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Valley Furniture Shop
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

63RD ANNIVERSARY SALE
STICKLEY
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50% OFF TRUCKLOAD SALE

driveway entrance. The church is
unable to accept donations of textbooks, magazines, encyclopedias or
Reader’s Digest condensed books.
For more information, call (908)
232-8506, extension no. 10, or e-mail
parishoffice@stpaulswestfield.org.
St. Paul’s Church is located at 414
East Broad Street in Westfield (across
from the municipal building).

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will commemorate the Holocaust on Thursday, November 6, at 7 p.m. with a screening
of the film Soul Saving: Common
Threads of Kindness.
The film chronicles the acts of kindness that allowed survivors to live
another day and restored their belief
in their fellow man. Jane Denny, director of education at the Holocaust
Genocide and Human Rights Education Center at Brookdale Community
College, will lead a discussion.
This program will be featured in
conjunction with an exhibit entitled
“Survival of the Human Spirit: Triumph Over Adversity” that will be on
display at the library November 3 to
30. It is on loan from the Holocaust
Genocide and Human Rights Education Center.
“Survival of the Human Spirit” is
open to the public, but interested persons are advised to contact the library
in advance for the exhibit hours. Soul
Saving is open to Westfield Memorial
Library and MURAL cardholders. To
register, access the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on Calendar, or

call (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.
The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. For
information about library programs
and events, call (908) 789-4090, visit
wmlnj.org or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

Clothing Drive Tuesday
To Benefit Youngsters
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
“Y”’s Preschool will host a clothing
drive to benefit young children on
Tuesday, November 4, from 7:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. It will be held in the parking
lot of the Robert and Virginia Bauer
Family Branch, located at 422 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
Items that will be accepted are as
follows: All clothes, shoes, belts, handbags, comforters, towels, curtains,
bedding and stuffed animals. The
American Used Clothing Company
will organize all donated items and
send them to third world countries.
For more information on the clothing drive or on the “Y”’s Preschool
programs, call Eileen Rooney at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 423.

D.A.R. to Pay Tribute
To Tuskegee Airmen
CRANFORD – The Crane’s Ford
Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution (D.A.R.) will
honor four local Tuskegee Airmen on
the 60th anniversary of military desegregation.
The meeting will be held on Saturday, November 8, at 1 p.m. in the
Cranford Community Center Media
Room, located at 220 Walnut Avenue
in Cranford. The public is invited.
The honorees will include Shade M.
Lee of Elizabeth, Malcolm Nettingham
of Scotch Plains, Dr. William Neal
Brown of Millburn and recently deceased Airman Odell McLeod, who
was a resident of Linden.
These World War II veterans were
among the first black airmen and their
record was outstanding, according to
the D.A.R. chapter, even in the face of
racism at home and abroad. Anyone
interested in attending is asked to call
Carolyn Youngs at (908) 276-7104.

PLACE YOUR FRESH “GRAND CHAMPION”
ORDER EARLY!

TURKEY

Established 1939 –
John Losavio,
Vinnie Losavio,
Nick Losavio,
Proprietors

Only Pure Natural Juices for that Superb Flavor!
More Edible Meat Per Pound!
Up to 15% More White Meat!
Tender – More Delicious! No Additives!
Try Our Turkey Gravy & Homemade Stuffing!
www.johnsmarket.com

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains
(908) 322-7126

DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - $1500 STORE GIFT CERTIFICATE

Commemorating
the Holocaust
November 2008
The Westfield Memorial Library presents
Save up to

65% off in our Shifman Truckload SALE

30 - 50%Off Fine Oil Paintings
50%Off Oriental Rugs
(Orders and Floor )

10% Off

REFINISHING &
REUPHOLSTRY
(In excess of $1000)

“Soul Saving:
Common Threads of Kindness”
Thursday, November 6 at 7:00 pm
This film chronicles the acts of kindness that allowed survivors to live
another day and restored their belief in their fellow man. Jane Denny,
Director of Education at the Holocaust Genocide and Human Rights
Education Center, Brookdale Community College, will lead a discussion.

Also on Exhibit November 3 – 30

GREATEST SAVINGS OF THE YEAR!!
Monday-Friday 10-7 • Saturday 10-5:30 • Sunday 1-5 • SALE NOW THRU NOVEMBER 11

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 (908) 756 - 7623 www.valleyfurnitureshop.com
Kindel • Stickley • Henkel Harris • Karges • Southwood • E.J.Victor • Hancock & Moore • Dimes • French Heritage

“Survival of the Human Spirit:
Triumph Over Adversity”
Program open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. Exhibit open to the
public. Contact the library for hours. To register, go to www.wmlnj.org and click on the
Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 X4140. 550 East Broad Street, Westfield
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Westfield Schools Reveal
Emerg. Messaging System

– Obituaries –
Albin ‘Bud’ Colombo, 85, Was Veteran;
Had Been Employed as Head Engineer
Albin J. “Bud” Colombo of
Fanwood died on Tuesday, October
21, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.
He was 85 years old.
Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., he had
resided there until moving to Fanwood
53 years ago.
Mr. Colombo attended Brooklyn
Polytechnic Institute and had served
in the United States Army as a corporal in World War II. He worked his
entire 43-year career at the former
Brooklyn Navy Yard from 1946 until 1985; from 1974 until 1985 he
was Head Engineer for Marine Engineering for Supervision of Shipbuilding, Conversion and Repair in
Brooklyn, N.Y.
He was a member of the Society of
Naval Architects and Marine Engineers and the United States Naval
Institute. Mr. Colombo also was a
former member of the Fanwood Shade
Tree Commission.
His daughter, Elise Mason, predeceased him in 1983.

Surviving are his wife, Margaret
Jean Colombo; his daughter, Lynne
R. and her husband, Norman J.
Schwartz, of Scotch Plains; his
brother, John T. Colombo of Milford,
Conn.; his grandchildren, Matthew
(Amy) Rose, David (Genine)
Schwartz, Lauren and Amy Schwartz
and Daniel Mason, and his greatgrandchildren, Katherine and William Rose and Jonathan Schwartz.
A memorial service was held on
Saturday, October 25, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment was private.
In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church Foundation, 74
Martine Avenue South, Fanwood, N.J.
07023 or to the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, Inc., c/o Robert Kruthers,
Treasurer, 218 Forest Road, Fanwood,
N.J. 07023. For additional information or to express condolences, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
October 30, 2008

Margaret Marshall, 83, Was Volunteer;
Enjoyed Travel, Tennis and Gardening
Margaret A. (Allen) Marshall, 83,
of Peabody, Mass., beloved wife of
Benjamin T. Marshall, died on Sunday, October 19, at Brooksby Village in Peabody. She was a descendant of Joseph and Eleanor (Plover)
Boyce, original settlers of Salem
Township, Mass. and William Carpenter, an original settler of
Rehoboth, Mass.
Born in Jamaica, N.Y., she was
the daughter of the late Howard C.
and Gertrude (Boyce) Allen and
daughter-in-law of the late Thomas
A., Sr. and Winifred (Miller)
Marshall. She was raised in
Westfield and graduated from
Westfield High School in 1942.
Margaret continued her education
at Wells College in Aurora, N.Y.,
but graduated from Wilson College
in Pennsylvania, Class of 1947.
An active and well known member
of all the communities in which she
resided, Margaret and her husband
lived in Westfield, Convent Station
and Brookside, N.J. The couple also
lived overseas in West Germany, The
Netherlands and England. They retired to Eastham, Mass. for 18 years
before moving to Brooksby Village
in Peabody.
Margaret was an avid traveler, tennis player, ballroom dancer and bridge
player. She also enjoyed art and reading. Active in many circles, she was a
volunteer at the Eastham Library and
Kati’s Corner, and a member of the
Federated Church of Orleans, Mass.,
the Orleans Chapter of the Cape Cod
Hospital Aide Association and the
Orleans Art Association. She was a
skilled gardener, particularly with her

favorite flower, African Violets.
In addition to her loving husband
of 61 years, Margaret is survived by
her daughters, Katherine M. Coppell
and her husband, Dylan, of Wayland,
Mass. and Kristi A. Marshall and
David G. Parker of Bend, Ore.; her
sons, Allen B. Marshall and his wife,
Margaret, of Vernonia, Ore. and
Steven T. Marshall and his wife,
Pamela, of Everett, Wash.; her grandchildren, Captain Richard A.
Marshall, CTNG of Vernon, Conn.,
Jennifer L. and Stephanie A. Coppell,
both of Wayland, Mass., Ashley A.
and Alissa R. Marshall, both of
Everett, Wash., and Burton S. and
John J. Marshall, both of Oregon;
her great-granddaughter, Katelyn B.
Snow-Marshall of Elizabethtown,
Ky., and her two nieces, Deborah R.
Treadwell of Eastham, Mass. and
Susan L. Richards of Boston, Mass.
She also was the sister of the late
Ann A. Richards of Pocasset, Mass.
A memorial service was held on
Monday, October 27, at the Chapel at
Brooksby Village in Peabody, Mass.
Assisting the family with the arrangements was the PetersonO’Donnell Funeral Home in
Danvers, Mass. For the online
guestbook, visit www.legacy.com.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of
sympathy may be made in Margaret’s
memory to the American Parkinson
Disease Association, 135 Parkinson
Avenue, Staten Island, N.Y. 10305,
the Beacon Hospice, Lighthouse
Foundation, 529 Main Street, Suite
101, Charlestown, Mass. 02129 or
to a charity of one’s choice.
October 30, 2008

Margaret Koch, 83, Local Parishioner;
Had Worked as Audit Clerk at Sears
Margaret B. Koch, 83, of Fanwood
died on Saturday, October 25, at her
home.
Born in West Milford, Pa., she had
resided in California before moving
to Fanwood 33 years ago.
Mrs. Koch had worked as an audit
clerk for Sears, Roebuck and Co. in
Oakland, Calif. and then in
Livingston before retiring in 1990.
She was a member of the All Saints’
Episcopal Church in Scotch Plains
and of the Business and Professional
Women.
Surviving are her husband, John
C. Koch; her son, Ted Varena of
California; her daughter, Margaret
Virgo of New Jersey, and her brothers, Charles Brooking of Pennsylvania and William Brooking of Florida.
She also is survived by her grandchildren, Brittanie, Scott, Mellissa,
Jennifer and Justin, and her greatgrandchildren, Cheyenne, Joshua,
Jake, Alex and Jeremy.

Funeral services will be held at
10 a.m. today, Thursday, October
30, at the All Saints’ Episcopal
Church, 559 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains. Interment will take place in
Pennsylvania tomorrow, Friday,
October 31.
Arrangements are by the Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Donations in her memory may
be made to the All Saints’ Episcopal Church Endowment Fund, the
American Heart Association, 1
Union Street, Suite 301,
Robbinsville, N.J. 08691, the
American Diabetes Association,
New Jersey Office, Center Pointe
II, Suite 103, 1160 Route 22, East,
Bridgewater, N.J. 08807 or to the
charity of one’s choice. For additional information or to express
condolences,
please
visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
October 30, 2008

Gray Funeral Homes
Since 1897

WESTFIELD – A new emergency
messaging system is being implemented in the Westfield Public
Schools, capable of contacting parents and staff through several means
of communication, including home
phones, cell phones, text messaging,

JEFFERSON SCHOOL
ELECTION DAY
CLOTHING DRIVE

SEARCH FOR SUCCESS…Carrie Magaletta Kahana, founder of SEARCH
Consulting, LLC, is pictured with Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks.

SEARCH Consulting, LLC Opens Its Doors
To Families in the Autism Community
SCOTCH PLAINS – SEARCH
Consulting, LLC, newly located at
551 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains, is
an independent organization working with children with autism spectrum disorders and their families.
Each day families come from near
and far to the center for desperately
needed services. Within natural environments, its comprehensive ABA
program teaches language, social and
play skills and provides parent training and support.
SEARCH takes great pride in the
number of children and families it
has helped make meaningful and lasting changes.
SEARCH has three main areas of
programming - home-based programs, transition programs and center-based programs.
The center focuses on learners
from the toddler years through preteen and offers a variety of programs designed to address the diverse needs of individuals and fami-

lies affected by autism.
Carrie Magaletta-Kahana is a
Board Certified Behavior Analyst
(BCBA) who established SEARCH,
LLC in 2005. Carrie worked in special education teaching children with
autism for six years before starting
her own organization. Carrie witnessed great success with her students but saw the difficulties they had
making the transition from home to
school and the community.
Beginning with one student and one
employee, SEARCH has grown in
both staff and students as it continues
to help children with autism build
their futures one piece at a time. Carrie
and her staff are devoted to their students and their families. The company
just participated in the Walk Now for
Autism sponsored by Autism Speaks
at Nomahegan Park in Cranford on
October 26. The SEARCH Team can
be reached at (908) 490-0100 or
info@searchconsultingnj.com.
Paid Bulletin Board

Mrs. Union County United States 2009
COUNTY - Valerie Oliver has gar- Pageant is an official preliminary to
nered the title of Mrs. Union County the Mrs. United States Pageant, and
2009 and will go on to compete at the honors the achievements of the outMrs. New Jersey United States Pag- standing married women that call New
Jersey their home.
eant in May, where she
Led by executive diwill join married women
rectors Michelle
from across New Jersey
Harris Anderson (a
to compete for a cash
former Miss Delaaward, evening gown,
ware) and Christoyear of image consulting,
pher Willshire of
jewelry and an all-exSuited To You Propenses-paid trip to the naductions, the pageant
tional pageant in Las Veprovides
New
gas, among other prizes.
Jersey’s married
Valerie and her huswomen the opportuband, Nathaniel, curnity to celebrate their
rently reside in West New
intelligence, femiYork. For the past five
ninity and unique
years, Valerie has worked
beauty through emin Rahway at Franklin Elbracing their roles as
ementary School as a spewives, mothers, procial education teacher.
fessionals, commuShe spends a lot of time
Valerie Oliver
nity champions and
working with the students, doing community service- based modern women of the 21st century.
Women interested in competing
projects with the Blue and Gold Club,
must be married, at least 21 years old
of which she is the advisor.
Currently the students are collect- and a United States citizen. They must
ing donations to send to United States also either live, work, attend school,
troops overseas and soon will be col- own/lease property or be stationed in
lecting food for families in need for the military in New Jersey. Those
interested in sponsoring Valerie
Thanksgiving.
She also is the advisor for the el- Oliver-Mrs. Union County, attending
ementary and middle school Dance the state pageant to support her in
person or who would like more inforTeam.
In addition to being an elementary mation about the pageant should coneducator, Valerie is an adjunct pro- tact the state pageant office by calling
fessor at Kean University, where she 877-4-MrsNJUS, or visit the
has been teaching communication for pageant’s official website at
www.mrsnewjersey.com.
the past three years.
Paid Bulletin Board
Valerie is also a doctoral candidate at Seton Hall University, where
she is pursuing her Ph.D in Higher
Local Tuskegee Airman
Education.
To Recall Experiences
Valerie’s involvement with youth
volunteerism has led her to become
SCOTCH PLAINS – Malcolm
involved with Blossom International, Nettingham, a resident of Scotch
an organization that encourages chil- Plains and alumnus of the Class of
dren to become proactive, empowered 1936, will be the guest speaker at
and engaged members of their com- the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
munities. Blossom International’s di- School Alumni Association meetverse programs are dedicated to in- ing on Tuesday, November 18, at
volving, serving, educating and pro- 7:30 p.m. in Room C-101 at the
moting the untapped resource of each high school.
country’s collective national treasure
Mr. Nettingham will discuss his
– its children. Valerie believes it is experiences as one of the original
important to promote empathy and members of the 99th Fighter Squadcompassion through action.
ron, Tuskegee Airmen, an all-black
As the premier pageant for New unit that broke the color barrier in
Jersey’s married women since 1990, 1946. The public is invited. For more
the Mrs. New Jersey United States information, call (908) 889-2084.

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the
Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in
1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company.
Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the
personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or
cremation.
Gray Funeral Home
318 East Broad St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
William A. Doyle Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 2325
(908)-233-0143

Gray Memorial Funeral Home
12 Springfield Ave.
Cranford, NJ 07016
Dale R. Schoustra Mgr.
NJ Lic. Number 3707
(908)-276-0092

Charles J. Tombs
NJ Lic. Number 4006
Director
www.grayfuneralhomes.com

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cranford
218 North Avenue
276-0255
Charles V. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 3703

WESTFIELD – The fifth-grade
class of Jefferson Elementary School
has organized a clothing drive to be
held on Tuesday, November 4, between 12:30 and 3:30 p.m. Working
in collaboration with A&G Clothing
Corporation, the students are asking
for donations of clothing, shoes, handbags, belts, stuffed animals and linens. A&G Clothing will then ship the
items, via containers, to Central and
South America, Africa, India and
Poland, where the goods will be distributed to needy families. Any condition is acceptable. Take this time to
clean out your closets and help others
in the process. Drop off your bags
when you head out to vote!
Paid Bulletin Board

e-mails, pagers or PDA devices.
Parents
should
go
to
westfieldnjk12.org, where a link at the
top of the homepage will direct them
to instructions for entering their communication information and contacts.
A test message will be sent to each
family’s home phone the last week in
October. Initially, the system, designed by Honeywell, will be utilized
by the district for emergency school
closings, delayed openings and unscheduled early dismissals.
“The school district has entered
into a contract with Honeywell as a
cost-effective shared service with the
Town of Westfield,” Board of Education President Ginny Leiz said.
The town will establish its own
database and alerts. “Many school
districts throughout the country have
implemented the Honeywell system,”
added Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan, “and we are pleased
to provide this service to our parents
and staff.” Other sources of communication will continue to be utilized
for school alerts, including
westfieldnjk12.org, Cable TV Channel 36, WNBC/News Channel 4 and
NJ 101.5 FM Radio.

Fall Festival Set Tomorrow
At Harvest Training Center
CRANFORD – The Harvest Training Center will sponsor its annual
Fall Festival tomorrow, Friday, October 31, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. This
community event offers a safe alternative to traditional trick-or-treating.
Geared to children ages 3 to 12, it
will include indoor and outdoor events
and rides, games with prizes, plus
food and candy. Many inflatable rides
will be available, among them a 25foot inflatable slide. Admission is
free and all are invited.
Drawings will be held throughout
the evening and prizes will include a
Nintendo DS, iPod Shuffles and various gift cards. The food court will
feature hotdogs, popcorn, soda and
cotton candy for a nominal fee.
The Harvest Training Center is located at 69 Myrtle Street in Cranford
and is home to the Calvary Tabernacle. Sunday worship services are
held at 9 and 10:30 a.m. The 10:30

Library to Waive Fines
In Exchange For Food
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will waive fines
on overdue materials returned during
the week of November 2 through
November 8 when a patron donates a
can or box of food with the returned
item. All donations will go to the
local food bank.
In addition, the DVD rental charge
on feature films will be reduced to 50
cents for seven days rental when a
food donation is made. Each item will
require an individual food donation.
Donations to the local food bank
are an on-going activity at the library;
but as the local need for food has
increased, the library board of trustees felt this was a way to assist the
food bank in a meaningful way. All
residents are encouraged to drop donations off, regardless of whether they
have overdue materials.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
will be a polling site on Election Day,
Tuesday, November 4. Voters also are
invited to bring a bag of food along to
benefit the food bank as they come to
cast their ballots.
The library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township. For
further information or directions, call
(908) 322-5007.

Russia Photo Exhibit
To Continue at Library
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library photography
exhibit about Russia, originally scheduled to end tomorrow, Friday, October 31, will be extended to the middle
of November.
Presented by longtime Fanwood
resident Sherman Feller, this exhibit
highlights some of the people in large
and small Russian cities, as well as
beautiful churches not often seen by
the public. Mr. Feller took these photographs while traveling from Moscow to St. Petersburg along the Volga
River.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. This
exhibit is located in the lower level of
the library. For further information,
call (908) 322-5007.

Willow Grove to Offer
Tai Chi and Kung Fu
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church has announced its schedule of eight-week
classes that will be held in Ryno Hall
every Monday evening beginning on
November 10.
Tai Chi and Qigong, a total wellness
system designed to relieve stress, calm
the mind and give participants a
greater sense of balance, will take
place from 7 to 7:50 p.m.
Kung Fu Basics, including stretching, mat work and basics of selfdefense, will be offered from 8 to
8:50 p.m.
The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. For more information and the fee schedule, call
Lena Anderson at (908) 591-1602 or
Cara Gutentag at (732) 752-9057.

a.m. service offers Sunday school for
children up to age 12. Youth Ministry
for grades 6 through 12 is held every
Friday from 7 to 10:30 p.m. For more
information, call the church office at
(908) 709-9600.

Reception to Honor
Knit-Crochet Group
FANWOOD – The Fanwood Memorial Library will host a reception
on Tuesday, November 18, at 1:30
p.m. in honor of the knitting and
crocheting members of the community who participated in the Afghan
Project – Afghans for Kessler Institute of Rehabilitation.
Begun last winter, the project resulted in afghans of many colors that
will go to service people being treated
at Kessler.
On November 4 at 1:30 p.m., the
Knitting and Crocheting Group will
begin its next project, “Baby Blankets,” which will continue at the
group’s Tuesday meetings.
These blankets, made with acrylic
yarn and sized approximately 30 by
36 inches, will be donated to local
hospitals. Individuals may either drop
off a finished blanket or bring their
project to the library and knit or crochet with the group.
The Fanwood Memorial Library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road. For more information, call the
library at (908) 322-6400.

Boy Scout Open House
On Tap November 10
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Boy Scout Troop 203 will host an
open house for boys over age 11 and
their parents on Monday, November
10, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Bartholomew’s
Academy, located at 2032 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
This event will take place in the
school cafeteria, which is accessible
by the side entrance facing the rectory. Attendees will have a chance to
learn about scouting, which promotes
development of character, self-reliance and leadership skills in boys
while also offering fun activities.
Throughout the year, Troop 203
sponsors multiple overnight camping trips at area scout reservations,
where the boys set up camp, prepare
meals over a fire and hike through the
outdoors. Over the past year, Troop
203 has gone snow tubing in the
Poconos and whitewater rafting on
the Lehigh River.
The troop currently is planning a
campout aboard the Battleship New
Jersey, which is docked at the Camden
Waterfront, a trip to the Baseball Hall
of Fame in Cooperstown, N.Y. and a
kayaking trip in the spring.
The troop is open to all interested
boys regardless of religious faith or
denomination. For more information,
call Stuart Kline at (908) 789-2557.

Senior Citizens Slate
Newark Museum Visit
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Committee will sponsor a trip to the Newark Museum on Thursday, November
20, to view the exhibit “Paths to Impressionism.” French and American
landscape paintings depicting the
evolution of landscape painting in the
19th century will be featured.
The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Country Club parking lot, located at Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains, at 11:30
a.m. and return at about 5 p.m.
The museum’s snack bar area
will not be available as there is a
special sale of various items being
mounted in the area. Participants
may either eat lunch prior to leaving home or bring a sandwich to be
eaten on the bus.
There is a $5 entrance fee to the
exhibit, which will be collected on
the bus; however, registration must
be made in the Scotch Plains Recreation Office, located at 430 Park Avenue. Registration will begin on
Wednesday, November 5. For more
information, call (908) 889-2084 or
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 221.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

Voters, Too Often, Base
Election on ‘Superficiality’
By LISA HAGEN

Editor’s Note: The Westfield
Leader and The Times do not endorse Presidential candidates, and
student writers are held to the same
standard.
Just last week, while I was studying for a test, I started to watch an
interview on CNN. One of its reporters was questioning the logic of an
avid Hillary Clinton supporter’s sudden change in political parties.
During the interrogation that rapidly intensified, the reporter asked
the woman if her support for McCain/
Palin was based solely on personality. Although she denied this rather
bold accusation, this subject verified my theory on the mentality of
today’s voters. So, the real question
is: What really appeals to voters?
Voters should base their decision
on a candidate’s capability and positions on the issues that directly affect us. If you honestly believe that
the majority of voters take this into
consideration while voting, then you
do not understand the true rationale
of choosing a candidate.
Unfortunately, a superficial
mindset sometimes plays an active
role in the selection process of electing government leaders.
People tend to determine a
candidate’s qualifications by gender, race, age, personality or just
general appearance. It baffles me
that people will actually vote for the
next president because “they have a

great personality” or “want to see a
woman in office.”
With the controversial and
groundbreaking election approaching, the country needs a president
and vice president qualified to fix
our broken economy, reestablish foreign relations and discover alternative energy sources.
Instead, Americans still continue
to look past these critical times and
vote carelessly. If our stock market
plummets to severe levels again in
the future, will the president/vice
president’s respective personalities
be able to fix it?
If the prices of gas and oil soar to
astronomical prices, when $4 seems
like a bargain, how will the person
be able to cope with this situation?
Synonymous to my story before,
there are millions of people similar
to the woman interviewed who succumb to the shallow reasons for electing a candidate. This unfortunate
trend is only going to hurt us in the
end if our country continues to get
deeply embedded in crises that hurt
everyone.
Although it is always nice to have
a candidate compatible to the public, it is more pertinent to elect someone of competence to serve the nation.
So I ask of all eligible voters, make
sure you are voting for someone with
an efficient plan, adequate experience and qualified to serve as president/vice president to potentially
change the world.

Westfield Students Win
2008 UNICO Essay Contest
WESTFIELD – Two Westfield
High School (WHS) students were
named winners of $250 savings bonds
each in the 2008 Westfield UNICO
essay contest.

ONE OF A KIND…From left to right,
standing, Principal Peter Renwick, Social Studies teacher Adam Pizzi, and
UNICO representatives Robert Tarte,
John Chiesa and Jeffrey Christakos congratulate the winners of this year’s
UNICO essay contest, sophomores Alexis
Murphy and Jacob Steinfield, seated.

Sophomores Alexis Murphy and
Jacob Steinfield composed their essays based on the contest’s theme:
“The most influential Italian or Italian-American.” On hand to congratulate the students were WHS Principal
Peter Renwick, Social Studies teacher
Adam Pizzi, and UNICO representatives Robert Tarte, John Chiesa and
Jeffrey Christakos.
The Italian-American most admired by Alexis is Amelia Alonso
McTamaney, owner of a local
Montessori pre-school. “I chose to
write about her because I feel that she
has been making a difference in
children’s lives for over 30 years with
her devotion to children and education,” Alexis said.
Jacob wrote about actor Robert
DeNiro, not only because of his many
awards and achievements, but because
of “all the good things he has done for
other people.”
DeNiro co-founded The TriBeCa
Film Festival in 2002 in response to

the September 11, 2001, attacks on
the World Trade Center and the consequent loss of vitality in the TriBeCa
neighborhood in Manhattan.
The UNICO essay contest was established 11 years ago. The organization also provides scholarships to
graduating seniors. The name UNICO
means “one” or “only” or “only one
of its kind.” Additionally, the letters
are interpreted as U-unity, N-neighborliness, I-integrity, C-charity, and
O-opportunity.

SP Students Say
‘Grazie Italia’
SCOTCH PLAINS – In the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district, Park
and Terrill Middle School students
are celebrating Italian Heritage Month
this October with school-wide activities highlighting the contributions of
Italians and Italian-Americans.
Linda Lombardi, World Language
teacher at the middle schools, announced
that
project “Grazie
Italia” began with a
logo contest. This
was followed by
hundreds of student-created questions
posted throughout the schools designed to test general knowledge of
Italian accomplishments throughout
the ages.
Students are also being asked to
identify mystery-costumed figures
from Italian history and/or culture as
they are seen roaming the cafeteria or
halls.
Community vendors are donating
coupons and gifts to the winners of
the contests. Faculty and staff are
also being treated to Italian specialties as well. This month’s activities
will culminate with an eighth grade
class trip to Arthur Avenue, an authentic Italian neighborhood in the
Bronx.

November 2008 Westfield Memorial Library Events
Library Hours: Monday - Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM
Friday and Saturday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM Sunday 1:00 to 5 PM

Closed Tuesday, November 11 for Veteran’s Day
Closing at 5:00 pm on Wednesday, November 26 Closed Thanksgiving November 27
ADULT PROGRAMS
11/3
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/12

7:00 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
1:30 pm
7:00 pm

11/13
11/14
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/21

7:00 pm
1:30 pm
10:00 am
10:30 am
2 & 7 pm
1:30

11/28

Computer Class: Microsoft Publisher for Beginners
“This is Mozart” presented by Catherine Sprague
“Soul Saving” A Holocaust Film and Discussion
TGIF! Judy, Frank and Dean: Once in a Lifetime
Memoir Book Club: A book of your choice
on Franklin Delano Roosevelt
New Computer Class! Introduction to Google Docs
TGIF! Ansel Adams
New Computer Class! Setting up an Email Account
New Computer Class! Email Basics
International Film: “Two Days in Paris”
TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “Mr. Blandings Builds His
Dream House”
NO TGIF!—Happy Day-after Thanksgiving!

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
11/3 & 11/10 10:00 am Toddler Time
11/6
10:00 am Babies Love Lapsit!
11/7 & 11/14 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime
11/12
3:45 pm Readers’ Theater
11/13
3:45 pm Book Discussion for Kids The Magic Finger
By Roald Dahl
Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-789-4090 www.wmlnj.org
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HATS OFF…McKinley Elementary School students in Westfield tipped their
hats to help the fight against Autism by raising more than $270. The fundraising
event asked each child to donate $1 towards Autism research, and in return for
donating $1, students got to wear their silliest and most favorite hats to school.

Jeffrey’s of Westfield Offering Fourth Annual Halloween
Celebration Wednesday, Oct. 29 – Saturday, Nov. 1
WESTFIELD – Jeffrey’s of
Westfield is once again pulling out all
the “spooks” to provide its customers
with a Halloween celebration they
won’t soon forget. It is the only restaurant in town offering extensive
decorations, music, costumes, menus
and libations all designed around the
popular holiday. And, prices have been
adjusted to deal with the current economic climate.
According to Jeffrey, “Regardless
of current economic and political situations, we just want old friends and
new to come visit us for Halloween –
a fun time that, hopefully, will temporarily alleviate anxieties and bring
us back to a tradition that we all
enjoy. We always have such fun.”
Jeffrey and his entire staff will all
be in full costume for each evening of
the celebration. Customers are encouraged to dress up as well.
In its fourth year, the speciallythemed celebration is back by popular demand. Each evening’s festivities begin at 5 p.m. and continue into
the “bewitching” hour. Special Halloween bar and menu offerings have
been developed, including libations
such as “Bloody” Orange Martinis,

“Creamy Pumpkintinis,” “Black Cat”
Cosmos and “Smashing Pumpkin”
Martinis.
Halloween menu spooky “specials”
include: Fried “Spiders” Calamari,
“Silence of the Lambs” Chops, “Red
Devil” Snapper, “Black Death”
Ravioli and a “Graveyard Surprise”
Dessert.
Jeffrey’s of Westfield is located in
the heart of downtown Westfield at
114 Central Avenue. The ala carte
menu features creative American cuisine and includes meat, fish and pasta
dishes. A three-course, price fixe tasting menu is also available for $20.95,
as well as an extensive, reasonably
priced bar fare menu.
The restaurant has a full liquor
license and bar and is the only restaurant in Westfield to have been awarded
Wine Spectator magazine’s Award of
Excellence for five consecutive years.
The wine list currently includes more
than 500 selections. Prices are moderate and all major credit cards are
accepted. Reservations are suggested.
Please access Jeffrey’s website –
www.jeffreysofwestfield.homestead.com
or call (908) 232-4517.
Paid Bulletin

A Partner in Home Care for the Elderly
AREA – With 80 percent of middle
aged couples having at least one
living parent, many people are learning to adjust to the reversing roles of
child and parent by confronting the
demands of caring for those who
once took care of
them. Adult children
frequently report
that they sacrifice
their personal time,
privacy and peace of
mind, freedom and
personal plans to assist their elderly parents. Some people
assume the responsibility because they
feel able and willing. Others feel
bound by duty.
Family
First
HomeCare provides
an affordable solution for older individuals or couples
capable of managing their physical
needs, but who require non-medical
assistance, light housework, meal
preparation and/or companionship in
order to remain at home.
According to Robert Petroro, Family First HomeCare services can be
arranged for as little as four hours, or
for as many as 24 hours, a day. Short-

term assistance or longer-term care is
available seven days a week, including holidays.
When a potential client contacts
the company, Mr. Petroro will arrange a meeting with the client and
his or her family to
discuss what services
are needed. “Cost is
on an hourly basis,”
Mr. Petroro said, “so
hours can be decreased or increased
based on changing
needs.”
The
company’s caregivers
are carefully selected
individuals who are
thoroughly screened,
bonded and insured.
“Special attention is
given to matching
caregivers with clients to achieve the
utmost compatibility,” Mr. Petroro
said.
Family First HomeCare’s mission
is to accelerate the pace of placing inhome care to the elderly, allowing
them to stay independent longer. Family First HomeCare can be reached at
(973) 328-7700.
Paid Bulletin Board

SCOTCH PLAINS – In what has
become an annual event, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
recently held a reception honoring
the district’s newly tenured teachers
and administrators.
Board members passed a resolution reaffirming the district’s commitment to hiring only the most qualified candidates, expecting exceptional performance by staff and promoting the maximum performance
and achievement at all times by every staff member and student.
District teaching staff members,
who achieved tenure in the district
with the start of the 2008-09 school
year, included Harleigh Monti and
Kristina Putenis (Brunner School);
Kelly Kirby and Tiffany Lim (Coles
School); Katherine Boor, Dina
Mastronicola, Kathleen O’Gara and
Susan Rau (Evergreen School);
Kathryn Brunetto and Erica Moon
(McGinn School); Charity Morris
and Nicole Pratt (School One);
Nicole Flecca, Kathleen Hahn,
Michelle Oaks, Andrea Testa, Allison
Sabo, and Heidi Sweeney (Park
Middle School); Sharon Atta, Ellen
Christiano, Elena DePaolo, Matthew
Giannacio, Stephanie Giannacio,
John Luccarelli, Gwyn Nielson,

Pingry Hosts Open
Houses this Fall
AREA — The Pingry School will
hold open houses this fall at both the
Short Hills and Martinsville Campuses. These events provide an indepth review of the educational programs and key insights into the
Pingry philosophy for excellence and
honor.
The Short Hills campus (Lower
School, Grades K-5) will hold an
open house on Wednesday, November 19, from 8:30 to 11 a.m. and
Wednesday, December 10, from 8:30
to 11 a.m.
For further information, call (973)
379-4550, extension 1413 or 1416
At the Martinsville Campus —
Middle School (Grades 6-8), an open
house will be held on Saturday, November 8, from 9 to 11 a.m.
An exploratory session (for parents only) will be held on Thursday,
November 20, from 8:30 to 11 a.m.
At the Martinsville Campus’ Upper School (Grades 9-12), an open
house will be held on Saturday, October 25, from 9 to 11 a.m.
Exploratory sessions (for parents
only) will take place on Thursday,
October 30, and Monday, November
10, from 8:30 to 11 a.m.
For further information, call (908)
647-5555, extension 1228.
Reservations are requested for
events at both campuses.

Marcella Pugliese, and Joseph Route;
Kelly Brock, John Brzozowski,
Giuseppina Della Pietra, Ryan
McKenna, John McManus, Nicholas Tropeano, and Jillian Zarr
(SPFHS).
District administrators also achieving tenure were Supervisor of Social
Studies (K-12) Bradley Siegel and
Terrill Middle School Principal
Kevin Holloway.
As a memento of the occasion, the
honored teachers were presented
with a pen and copy of the book, “A
Cup of Comfort for Teachers” by
Colleen Sell.

SPFHS Holds
Homecoming Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch PlainsFanwood High Schools’ (SPFHS)
Student Government Association has
invited the public to Homecoming
2008 this Saturday, November 1.
The festivities start at 12:30 p.m. at
the SPFHS football field as the Raiders take on Linden High School. The
step squad, gymnastics team, dance
team and cheerleaders will provide
entertainment.
Homecoming King and Queen will
be announced at halftime with a performance by the marching band.
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An October to Remember for Mrs. New Jersey
American Beauty 2008
Sherryl Pascal, Mrs. New Jersey American Beauty 2008, has had quite a month
and it’s far from over.
The first week, Mrs. Pascal was representing New Jersey in Paris as the
personal guest of Louis Vuitton on Fifth Ave. in New York.
This was the first time the company had ever invited a client to attend what is
the most sought after runway show in Paris. Sherryl, accompanied by her
husband, Roy, enjoyed the royal treatment Parisian style with a private tour of the
Champ-Elysees store as well as a special shopping spree and meeting with
designer Marc Jacobs.
From fashion, one week later, Mrs. Pascal is off to St. Louis to serve as a
celebrity guest speaker at Thyca, Thyroid Cancer Survivors Conference.
Mrs. Pascal is a Thyroid cancer survivor and has publicly shown the need for
awareness, finances for research and the disease not to be treated lightly. As you
may have noticed the turquoise yard banner at her home or had seen Sherryl on
Good Morning America?
Her experience at the conference, Sherryl states, “this was the most emotionally painful and yet inspirational appearance I have ever done.”
“I was invited to help lift spirits and show a different interpretation of the term
survivor.”
“My time spent, served me, to grieve, forgive, and gain acceptance in my life.”
“ I can’t thank Thyca enough for their faith in me and the people I met whom
I will treasure always.”
Next stop, Neiman Marcus for a client appreciation event with the CEO of the
company, followed by Mrs. Pascal’s second appearance at the new Barnes and
Noble in Livingston, promoting New Jersey Ballet.
So, what about Halloween?
Well, when asked what happened to the big Halloween display the Pascal home
was year after year famous for, Mrs. Pascal had this to say: “ The amount of
thought, time and physical energy it takes to do something fresh every year
needed to be sacrificed in order to accomplish October’s schedule. I don’t believe
in not giving 110 percent to whatever I do; knowing that I could not, I chose the
“Martha Stewart approach: pumpkins and mums, simplicity.”
Not to worry though, kids, Mrs. NJ still made sure to buy all your favorite
candy.
Halloween decorations were not the only sacrifice made.
The TV shows Lipstick Jungle, Ugly Betty and a new show, Kings, could not
have their girl, either.
Mrs. Pascal says, she is not sure when she will be returning to TV.
“There is much work to be done for New Jersey Ballet as we approach
Nutcracker season and preparations for several events to celebrate New Jersey
Ballet’s 50th year as our state’s leading ballet company.”
“ Not to mention dyslexic awareness and working with Thyca. What I can do
for the community and the platforms I am so passionate about, and being the most
exceptional role model I can for my family, have a far greater value in my life than
what TV show I am on.”
Lastly while preparing for the national competition next month, Mrs. Pascal
and her daughter are asked to hold their title into 2009.
The national director had to postpone the national competition for serious
health reasons.
So work as Mrs. New Jersey is far from over.
Although Sherryl is booked through January, she is always willing to volunteer
when a need arises.
For more information, photos of events or to book Mrs. New Jersey, you can
log on to her website at www.sherrylpascal.com
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David Pena Exhibits
Paintings at Arts Center

THEY’RE FALLING FOR IT…Lincoln kindergarteners in Patricia Corcoran’s
class display a variety of art projects they created as they learned about the season
of autumn. Under the direction of art teacher Marylee Massenzio, they crafted 3D leaf collages, experimented with printmaking fall trees and constructed scarecrows. Pictured, from left to right, are: Evan Sun, Mackenzie Aiello, Katie
McHugh, Dylan Kronick and Paige Eckard.

Rockn’ Joe Teams With
101.9 to Help Young Artists
WESTFIELD – Rock musicians
have a chance to gain exposure by
performing live at a Rockn’ Joe Coffeehouse location.
Radio station 101.9 WRXP of New
York, in conjunction with Rockn’ Joe,
has set up a web link at 1019rxp.com
for aspiring musicians. When viewing the website, click the orange
Rockn’ Joe link at the right and follow the instructions to upload a band
video.
The WRXP programming department will watch all entries and select
artists to perform live at Rockn’ Joe
locations in the coming months.
All video submissions will be put
into the running to win an intimate
songwriting session with Rolling Stone
Magazine producer of the year, Butch
Walker.
A Grammy-nominated producer, he
has produced tracks for Avril Lavigne,
Bowling for Soup, Pink, Fall Out Boy,
All-American Rejects, Tommy Lee and
many more nationally known artists.
“We know there are a lot of talented
musicians in New York and New Jersey
who are on the brink of discovery,” said
Kevin Brennan, founder and CEO of
Rockn’ Joe Franchise Systems. “Rockn’

Joe is the perfect place to perform to a
live audience of true music-lovers. You
never know who is going to be in the
audience and whose talent will be discovered.”
Matt Dalton, a project coordinator
for 101.9 WRXP, noted the radio station and coffeehouse are also co-branding a CD sampler of local talent who are
about to break onto the national stage.
All the proceeds from this limited-run
CD – only available at Rockn’ Joe – will
be donated to Project Sunshine of New
York.
“We are titling this CD ‘A Special
Blend for A Special Cause,’ as it will
offer some great music and 100 percent
of the proceeds will help a great cause,”
said Mr. Dalton, noting Project Sunshine is a non-profit group that provides free educational, recreational, and
social programs to children facing medical challenges and their families.
Mr. Dalton noted the radio station
will air announcements promoting the
availability of the Limited Edition CD,
to be sold exclusively at Rockn’ Joe
locations in the coming months.
Rockn’ Joe has locations locally in
Cranford and Westfield. For more, see
rocknjoe.net.

SUMMIT – David Pena is exhibHis oils, watercolors, pastels, and
iting his paintings in the Visual Arts drawings of landscapes, figures and
Center of New Jersey’s Eisenberg portraits resonate with the viewer.
Gallery now through December 3.
The New York Times has described
Titled “Faces and Places,” the work his artwork as “prize-winning painting with real teeth
focuses on his portraits and landto it.”
Mr. Pena is an
scapes, and his
instructor at the
show is part of the
ongoing Faculty
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
Exhibition Series
at the Art Center,
and currently
located at 68 Elm
teaches Drawing
Street in Summit.
and Painting the
An opening reFigure from Life
ception is set for
as well as BeginWednesday, Noning Drawing
vember 5; the pubMade Easy. He
lic is invited to atalso teaches at the
tend and meet the
Somerset Art Asartist.
sociation and the
A graduate of
Art
Students
League,
and has
New York’s Pratt
David Pena’s portrait “E.C.K.”
Institute and the The public can meet artist David Pena won awards for his
High School of at an opening reception of his exhibit, work from the
Art and Design, located at the Visual Arts Center in Pastel Society of
Mr. Pena has es- Summit, on Wednesday, November 5. America and the
American Artists
tablished himself
as an important American painter Professional League.
For more information call (908)
and working artist over the past 20
273-9121 or visit artcenternj.org.
years.

Five-Year Retrospective
Opens New R. Park Gallery
AREA – A five-year retrospective by
Roselle Park resident and artist Mary
Beck opens on Tuesday, October 21,
and continues through Friday, December 12, in a new Roselle Park gallery
called the Casano Center.
The gallery is located in the Casano
Community Center, located at 314
Chestnut Street in Roselle Park.
On Monday, November 3, there will
be a reception to meet the artist from
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the gallery. The Casano
Community Center and the gallery
hours are Monday through Thursday, 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday until 5 p.m.
Ms. Beck’s work features both drawings and oils. A member of the Edison
Arts Society, her charcoal “Orchid Petals 1” was part of the juried “Members
Only Exhibit” in November 2007. A
Fine Arts Major, she graduated from
Kean University.
She has used her artistic training as
an art therapist to work with children
who have attention deficit hyperactive

disorder or who are autistic. Ms. Beck
was also a volunteer, teaching art for
the disabled individuals program at the
Social Clubhouse in Springfield.
The Casano Community Center is
located in downtown Roselle Park and
has programs for senior citizens during
the day and activities throughout the
year for all ages.
To learn more, call (908) 241-5874
or e-mail Studio-L@att.net.

Students Matriculate
Into Hamilton College
WESTFIELD – Hannah Weisman
and Katherine Meylor, both Westfield
residents, recently began studies as firstyear students at Hamilton College.
Hannah is the daughter of Andrew
and Jody Weisman, and Katherine is
the daughter of Edward and Maureen
Meylor.
Both graduated from Westfield High
School.

Crafters Wanted for 25th
Annual Nature Craft Show

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF…Westfield United Way is all smiles as they kick off
their 2008 campaign to support 18 local social service agencies. Pictured, left to
right, are: John Ripperger, special gift chairman; Linda Maggio, executive
director, and David Foltz, president of the Board of Trustees.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
reminded local crafters and artisans
that there still is space to market their
wares on Sunday, December 7, at the
county’s 25th annual Nature Craft
Show.
The event will be held at Trailside
Nature and Science Center’s Visitor
Center in Mountainside from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Items for the show should be
handcrafted from natural materials or
based on a natural history theme.

Discover an Old Source for Exciting New Things

CHRISTOFFERS
Established 1976

860 Mountain Avenue
Mountainside NJ 07092
908-233-0500

Create a Beautiful, Fragrant
Home Environment with
Botanicus Candles & Diffusers
Beautiful Arrangements
Life-like Silk
Flowers and Plants
Gorgeous Greeting Cards
Exciting Selection of
Tasteful Gifts for
Every Occasion and
Every Budget
hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 - 5:30 • Sat. 9:00 - 5:00
beginning November 6
OPEN THURSDAY EVENINGS ‘TIL 8:00
Plenty of Free Parking in Front & Rear

Crafts may include a variety of jewelry, country art, pottery, herbal soaps,
honey, woodcarvings, maple syrup,
natural wreaths, ornaments, handmade
gift baskets and hand-painted or stenciled home decor.
The county is also seeking vendors
who create birdhouses and garden art,
unique children’s toys, live green arrangements, basketry, wildlife paintings and photography, stained glass
and gift items with wildlife, gardening
or nature themes, as well as other
unusual and creative crafts.
Interested crafters and artisans
should contact Susan Day at (908)
789-3670, extension 3425, or e-mail
sday@ucnj.org. The fee for the show
is $25 and includes a 3 x 8 foot table,
two chairs and light morning refreshments.
Other activities offered concurrently
in the Watchung Reservation on Sunday, December 7, will be free horsedrawn carriage rides, barn tours at
Watchung Stable, a mounted drill team
demonstration, holiday sing-alongs, a
petting zoo and pony rides at Watchung
Stable. The highlight of the afternoon
will be Santa’s arrival and the tree
lighting at 5 p.m., also at Watchung
Stable.
Trailside Nature and Science Center is located at 452 New Providence
Road, and Watchung Stable is located
at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.
Both are services of the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders. For further information, call Trailside at (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Wardlaw to Host
Admission Open House
EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, located at 1295 Inman Avenue in Edison, will host its next
Admission Information Session for
prospective students on Saturday,
November 15, from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
“This open house is geared toward
families seeking entry into grades
PreK-12,” said Charlotte Vigeant, director of Admission and Financial
Aid. “Prospective families will learn
about the wonderful opportunities
Wardlaw-Hartridge has to offer its
students. They will spend time with
the directors of the lower, middle and
upper schools, as well as with the
students. Families will tour the facility with student ambassadors and
admission representatives and have
the opportunity to speak with teachers.”
Gerard Gonnella, associate director of Admission and a 1989 graduate
of The Wardlaw-Hartridge School,
will join Mrs. Vigeant in guiding prospective families and students through
the admission process.
Wardlaw-Hartridge is an independent, co-educational Pre-Kindergarten through Grade 12 college-preparatory school.
For more information call (908)
754-1882, extension 155, or e-mail
blambertsen@whschool.org.

DEVELOPING…Second-grade teachers in the Westfield Public Schools participated in a professional-development program to examine ways of integrating
Language Arts and Social Studies. Sharing ideas are, left to right, K-12 Social
Studies Supervisor Noel Baxter, Wilson teacher Coral Venturino, Franklin
teacher Kathy Dibble, Wilson teacher Kristen D’Onofrio and K-12 Language
Arts Supervisor Heather Rocco.

WF Schools’ Professional
Development Day a Success
WESTFIELD – Faculty and staff
in the Westfield Public Schools participated in a coordinated program of
professional development on October 13, while classrooms were closed
for students in observance of Columbus Day.
Teachers, counselors, administrators, nurses, librarians, paraprofessionals and secretaries participated

Literacy Volunteers
Offer Tutor Training
AREA – Literacy Volunteers will
conduct a free, three-part workshop
series for new tutors on Saturdays,
November 1, 8 and 15, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. at the Rahway Public Library, located at 2 City Hall Plaza.
Volunteers are needed to tutor adults
one hour a week in reading, writing or
English as a Second Language. Individuals need not know a foreign language to become a tutor.
After completing the three-part
workshop series, the new tutors will
be certified to teach both Basic Reading Skills and English as a Second
Language.
An in service is conducted a few
weeks after each training session ends,
during which both new and experienced tutors have a chance to meet
and to exchange ideas and learn new
strategies.
More than 250 adults currently are
waiting to be matched with a tutor.
Literacy Volunteers – Union County
and Literacy Volunteers – Plainfield
Public Library work together to provide literacy services in Union County.
For more information on the upcoming training, call Susan at (908) 7557998 or e-mail susan@lvaunion.org.

with their colleagues in workshops
appropriate for their professions.
More than 35 programs were offered.
Some examples included:
Elementary teachers met at each
grade level to discuss the utilization
of specific curriculum, software or
assessment programs.
Kindergarten and pre-school teachers focused on literacy study.
Special-Education teachers became
familiar with a multi-sensory reading
program.
Elementary school nurses attended
presentations by experts on pediatric
neurology, women’s heart health and
CPR training.
Fine arts and physical education
teachers reviewed curriculum and
shared lesson plans, and science and
Spanish teachers worked on revisions
to curriculum.
Intermediate School teachers participated in a variety of technology
workshops.
District secretaries attended training on a new software program
The entire Westfield High School
staff participated in a team-building
workshop. Principal Peter Renwick
noted that the exercises help “to understand and reaffirm the connection
between the high relational trust
among staff and high achievement
among students.”
In commenting on the professional
development that took place on October 13, Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said, “It is clear from
my observation and the evaluations,
that our staff’s experiences were
meaningful and appropriately met
their needs.” The next scheduled district-wide in-service is scheduled for
February 17, 2009.

Letters to the Editor
More Downtown WF Stores Should
Participate In Halloween Event
Every year, our children look forward
to Downtown Westfield’s trick or treating event. It is always enjoyable to visit
the stores with our kids for treats, spend
time with friends from Westfield and
neighboring towns, and shop as well.
Each year, it appears that fewer and fewer
stores participate in this town-wide Halloween event. This year it was particularly evident especially with the corporate-owned stores.
Store after corporate store either posted
signs “Sorry, out of candy” or did not
have the participation signs in their windows at all. Mind you, this was between
12 and 1 o’clock, prime time for trick or
treaters and plenty early enough during
this event’s lifecycle to be blatantly noticeable.
Of those stores with no candy signs,
there was only one store that told children
to come back shortly because they were
getting more candy. It is discouraging to
see the lack of involvement and also very
disappointing for children when only half
of the stores participate. One question I
heard from several parents was whether
these stores really were out of candy or
chose not to participate to save some
money and/or perceived aggravation.
Given the challenging economy, particularly for retailers, it is understandable, though shortsighted, that they are
trying to save money by avoiding the
purchase of candy, as it is not going to
dramatically cut any tangible expenses.
If viewed properly in a different light, the
annual Halloween town event is a perfect
marketing opportunity for stores.
There are thousands of children and
parents walking through the stores’ doors
on this day, many a parent of which may
have not shopped there previously. This
is a terrific opportunity to capitalize on
the event in return for giving out candy or
various treats. In fact, there were a number of stores, some of which were franchises, that were more than gracious with
their treats.
Cold Stone Creamery gave out free
sample ice cream as did Rita’s with free
ices. Trust me, both kids and parents will
remember this next time they are thinking
where they should go for a cold treat.
Other retailers like Just Bead Yourself
offered $10 coupons on future purchases
along with a piece of chocolate.
In addition, they even offered a candy
necklace-making activity for the children. It also always surprises me that
more stores do not provide various coupons to the adults as they visit the stores
with their children. Of course, there were
many local stores actively involved with
the event, some with owners and employees even dressing up in costumes.
Perhaps next year, more stores will
rethink their shortsighted decisions this
year about taking part in this great townwide event as it can only increase traffic
flow into their stores and cash registers.

Without the support of our downtown
stores in earnest, in several years this
event will become a pale existence of its
former self and eventually disappear into
the history books.
Just as important, Westfield’s downtown stores also need the support of the
community as their year-round shopping
destination and it is critical in these times
that they avoid making unfavorable impressions with their core shoppers.
Stacy Turnof
Westfield

Voters Can End Years
Of Bush ‘Nightmare’
We are facing the most important election of our lifetime. America is in crisis,
largely due to the total incompetence of
the Bush Administration on almost every
issue, whether it be the war in Iraq, the
Wall Street bailout, rising healthcare costs
or alternatives to foreign oil. We are confident that an Obama Administration will
address these failures provided they have
a fully supportive Congress. Democratic
Assemblywoman Linda Stender will provide that support when elected to Congress.
While the Republicans may decry
Democratic control of government, we
remember that a Democratic Congress
under Bill Clinton gave us a balanced
budget and a growing economy with increased employment and wages. Linda
has a worthy opponent in Senator Lance,
who has been praised as a moderate.
However, the last decade in Congress
amply proved that moderate Republicans
are trampled by the right wing members
of their Caucus; moderates did nothing to
stop the Bush trainwreck in Washington.
Meanwhile, Linda has a proven record of
attention to issues such as healthcare and
mass transit, which are vital to her constituents and to the country at large. We
urge everyone on November 4 to vote
Democratic and finally end the nightmare
of the Bush years.
Fred and Jean Kahan
Scotch Plains

Azure Chapter Plans
Dinner and Bazaar
CRANFORD – Azure Chapter No.
87 Order of the Eastern Star will
sponsor a Ziti Dinner and Christmas
Bazaar on Sunday, November 9, from
noon to 3 p.m.
It will take place at the Masonic
Lodge Hall on North Avenue in
Cranford. The cost is $12 for adults and
$6 for children under 10. For tickets/
reservations, call (908) 276-5736.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 30, 2008

Page 11

Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor

Touch-A-Truck Was Great Success,
Helped to Assist Families in Crisis

Malool and DePaola Discuss the
Commitment to a Clean Campaign

On Sunday, October 19, the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP)
held our second annual Touch A Truck
event. It was a tremendous success, and
we thank our sponsors, the vehicle participants, the many community volunteers who helped make it happen, the
Town of Westfield and, of course, the
thousands of area families who came out
to enjoy a fun-filled day and support a
great cause.
The funds raised at Touch A Truck
surpassed our projected goals and will be
used to further the JLEP mission and
assist families in crisis in greater Union
County.
Special thanks are due to our event
sponsors: Paul, Weiss Rifkind Wharton
and Garrison; Riker, Danzig; Dunkin
Donuts; Infineum; Mazzilli Mason Contractors, PSE&G. Special thanks is also
owed to Rita’s Ice, which supplied ice,
staff and donated the proceeds to the
Junior League; Anthony James Construction, which supplied the bathroom facilities; and the Eco-Craft Zone, which spent
the day doing free crafts with the children
who attended.
We also received wonderful donations
from American Girl, Hess Corporation,
the National Basketball Association,

Staten Island Children’s Museum, the
Rialto Theater, Target and Thinka Dinka.
The Town of Westfield was also instrumental in our success. Special thanks
to the town council, town administrator
Jim Gildea, the police department, the
fire department and the department of
public works.
In addition to our own members, the
staging of Touch A Truck requires almost
a hundred additional volunteers. We could
not have done it without the many young
adults who participated.
More than 70 vehicle owners and companies donated their time and vehicles to
our event this year letting children and
families get up close with monster trucks,
big rigs, cranes, race cars and more. A
complete list of our participating vehicles
can be found on our web site jlepnj.org.
Thank you to all who participated. Your
involvement is the foundation of this great
event.
Finally, a heart-felt thank you to all the
families who came out and supported
Touch A Truck with their attendance. We
hope you had fun and look forward to
seeing you again next year.
Kerry Rokicki, President
Elizabeth Ferguson
Event Chairwoman, JLEP

Candidates Forum Was Missed
Opportunity for SP Democrats
Last Thursday evening, The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the League
of Women Voters sponsored a Candidates Forum for those running for mayor
and those seeking the open seat on the
township council.
Invitations were e-mailed to all the
candidates on May 19, July 31, September 11, and, finally, September 29. The
ground rules and format were explained.
The candidates were informed back in
May that October 23 would be the only
date considered and to please set it aside.
That was five months before the scheduled debate. I realize that Theresa Mullen
wasn’t a candidate last May, but I would
assume her Democrat chairman and running mate would have told her about the
debate and that she received the other emails as they were e- mailed to all the
candidates.
It’s unfortunate the Democrat candidates did not offer the community an
opportunity to hear them speak, offer
their ideas for the township, find out what
plans they had and what they felt was
important. It was especially important for

our residents to hear from Theresa Mullen
as she is a new candidate and not well
known. Although Councilman Glover has
been seen on municipal TV at the council
meetings many times, it would have been
informative to finally hear from him at the
forum to hear what he is planning to
accomplish as mayor. He has yet to participate in a candidates’ forum.
The League of Women Voters have
been sponsoring these candidates forums
for many years, even before we had municipal television. They conduct these
forums locally, countywide, statewide,
and nationally. The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times joined with the League
in sponsoring these forums in 1999. They
have done so ever since. Fred Rossi of the
Times is a respected journalist and moderator. He recently was the moderator in
a Seventh Congressional District debate
in Mountainside prior to our last primary.
This was an opportunity missed by the
Democrat candidates.
Joan Papen
Scotch Plains

County Purposely Plans Trust Fund
Awards for Election Day Photo Op
Every year the county holds their annual Open Space Kids Recreation Trust
Fund ceremony a week or two before
Election Day. The county invites all the
mayors who have applied for grant monies from this fund to come to the ceremony and they are ceremoniously presented individually with a blown up check
in the amount of the grant.
The mayor does not in turn present the
county with a blown up check of the
amount their town has paid into the trust
fund. The mayors say thank you, and pose

for the pictures with the campaigning
freeholders. The freeholders do not thank
the towns or the taxpayers.
There are 52 weeks in the year. The
county purposely plans this annual event
for election time photo ops. Would it be
too much to ask that you not reward bad
behavior and hold off their press releases
another week, until after Election Day?
Tina Renna, President
Union County Watchdog Association, Inc.

It’s Time to Give Dems the Power to
Change Direction of Our Gov, Economy
It’s time to vote Democratic. The Republican Party has brought us a war without end, which was started for no legitimate reason, a tax policy favoring the
super rich at the expense of the middle,
upper middle and working classes and a
once-in-a-century collapse of the financial system, which threatens to unleash
the second Great Depression as it destroys the value of our homes, and retirement savings and our ability to afford
college for our kids and health care for
ourselves.
In addition, we now suffer from a government that systematically ignores our
Constitution by engaging in warrantless
eavesdropping, secret trials and torture.
How much more pain can we suffer? It
really is time to vote Democratic and “get
fast, fast, fast relief!”
The McCain/Palin campaign has
stooped to “red baiting” Obama in an
effort to propagandize their way into the
White House. To call Obama “socialistic” as vice-presidential candidate Governor Palin has, displays such fundamental ignorance of economics, history and
political science that it borders on being
embarrassing for the nation to have someone so clearly unqualified running for
such high office.
Former Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan recently testified before Con-

gress that he had put too much faith in the
self-correcting power of free markets and
had failed to anticipate the self-destructive power of wanton mortgage lending,
which left him “in a state of shocked
disbelief” at what has happened to our
financial system. Has this devotee of Ayn
Rand also suddenly turned “socialistic”
or have we simply seen the natural outcome of the bankruptcy of a philosophy
of political economy that puts a premium
on greed, selfishness and serving only the
powerful?
Franklin Delano Roosevelt was also
accused of being “socialistic” and of wanting to “redistribute wealth” because he
promoted policies intended to save capitalism from itself by ending the Depression and helping the common people. He
introduced necessary regulation of financial markets, more progressive tax policies and governmental intervention to
stimulate the economy. The truth is we
have gotten too far away from those policies than we should have and are now we
are paying the price.
It is time to give the Democrats the power
to change the direction of our government
and our economy. We owe it to ourselves,
our children and our Democracy.
Larry Cary
Westfield

CRAFTERS WANTED…More than 1,000 visitors enjoyed shopping for handmade pottery, jewelry and nature-related gifts last year at the Holiday Nature
Craft Show held at Trailside. This year’s show will be Sunday, December 7. For
more information, call (908) 789-3670, extension 3425.

Letters to the Editor
Christ Tells Us That God Loathes
Oppression, Injustice in His Creation
In a sometimes confused world, the gospels paint Jesus as perhaps the first true
(Christian – He started it!) humanist. A
remarkable thing is what He taught about
our humanity concerning the poor, oppressed, the alien and the lowly.
First, He chose a group of common fishermen to entrust them with the words of
God – His father. And in doing so He
transformed them from the ordinary to the
truly extraordinary, making it apparent that
no one than is ever just ordinary. He also,
(really!) hung out with the poor and disenfranchised of Israel as they watched the
unfolding of a wonderful (and tragic) part of
human history. He was a true maverick!
When we are evaluating who our
country’s next leader should be, those who
really claim to follow Christ’s teachings
should be careful to remember the responsibility placed on us is to first love God and
next to love our neighbor. If this rule is kept,
while avoiding the temptation to exercise
our own self-righteousness that often ac-

companies our politics, then quite possibly
we may experience the transformational
power of these teachings.
The humanist Christ tells us that God
does not like oppression and injustice in his
creation - a creation that he loves. The
divine Christ showed us that we can live in
this same love if we really follow his example. To invoke the name of this Christ, as
we assert our political views, we must resist
the tendency to be drawn into our own
hypocrisy. If we invoke his name we should
be careful to know that He was most verbal
and even angry when some of the religious
folks of His day spoke authoritatively about
God, while ignoring the simple truths of the
teachings of His son. The lowly and poor
were given special consideration. His teachings were full of compassion, kindness and
love; not hate and vitriol. He really did have
some very harsh words to say on this subject.
Donnell Carr
Westfield

Scotch Plains Voters Have a ‘Clear
Choice’ in Kevin Glover as Mayor
It is rather remarkable how Scotch Plains
serves as a microcosm for issues playing out
on the national level. At the national level,
unrestrained and irresponsible borrowing is
at the root of a colossal financial collapse.
We’ve seen unrestrained and irresponsible
spending on the local level as well. Years of
unrestrained borrowing by a Republican-led
town council has racked up millions of dollars of debt. This debt could drive property
taxes higher for years to come.
Over the last two years, mayoral candidate Kevin Glover has been the lone voice
on town council for a more fiscally responsible approach to Scotch Plains budgets. He courageously voiced opposition
to the unimaginative strategy of floating
multi-million dollar bonds and increasing town debt for every pet project that
came along. Councilman Glover proposed
rational funding alternatives to minimize
debt with a more pay as you go approach.
The opposition candidate for mayor,
Nancy Malool, has been campaigning on a
platform that we need to tear down the
historically significant clubhouse at the Scotch
Hills golf course and spend $4 million to
replace it with a new recreation center. She
has promised to fund this project, as always,
by floating yet another bond and further
increasing town debt. However, in an apparent 11th-hour conversion, we heard Councilwoman Nancy Malool confess on Scotch
Plains television last Thursday that we cannot really afford the $4-million recreation
center that’s been a centerpiece of her campaign. It’s about time she woke up and finally
recognized that Kevin Glover has been right

all along. Yet, even as I write this letter, Ms
Malool’s website still promises to push for
the $4 million recreation center.
Interestingly, Ms. Malool also withdrew
her perennial promise to develop the Terry
Lou Zoo property. She remarked that we
could not afford to develop the property in
the current economic climate. However,
here the Democrats disagree. Kevin Glover
and Theresa Mullen support development
of a passive park at the Terry Lou Zoo site.
With some landscaping, a few park benches
and some regular upkeep, this project should
be well within a budgetary scope that can be
funded without any need to increase town
debt one penny.
A new mayor of Scotch Plains will be
elected next Tuesday. Fortunately, voters
have a clear choice. In the private sector,
Kevin Glover was a facilities manager for
a major corporation. He has experience
managing a large staff as well as infrastructure. He was required to do so within
a well-defined schedule and budget or
corporate operations might be compromised. This is exactly the right background we need in our mayor. On the
other hand, we have Ms. Malool who has
been exercising an unrestrained borrow
and spend fiscal approach for the last six
years without regard to its affect on your
property taxes. And now she expects you
to elect her because she professes to have
converted to fiscal responsibility a week
before the election. I don’t think so.
John Thompson
Scotch Plains

Borough Should Have Pursued
A Comprehensive Downtown Plan
The residents of Fanwood were recently amazed and shocked when they
learned that the municipal tax rate (not
even counting county and school taxes)
went up by 16 percent.
Yet, Mayor Colleen Mahr also did not
publicize that the Democratic-controlled
council recently voted to purchase the
Livingston-Wilbor property on South Avenue for almost $2 million. Why would
we pay $2 million for a mere half-acre
parcel of land?
This purchase removes a key downtown property from our ratables base.
Now, the town will not derive any tax

revenue from this property.
More importantly, if a professional developer would not purchase this property,
either because of its size or shape or
environmental condition, why would our
borough officials think they can do any
better?
This situation underscores why we should
have pursued a comprehensive downtown
re-development plan, constructed by one
well-qualified developer, rather than have
several individual property owners independently develop single parcels.
Stuart Kline
Fanwood

Editor’s Note: Due to our oversight,
this was not included in last week’s edition. We regret the error.
With less than two weeks to go before Election Day, Mayoral candidate
Nancy Malool and Council candidate
Mary DePaola commented on their campaign operation. “When we announced
our candidacies in March, we committed to a clean campaign because we
believe that the issues are of the utmost
importance to our residents, and they
should be able to learn our views and
vision without negativity,” Mrs. Malool
stated. “I think we have abided by our
vow and will continue to do so for the
remainder of the election season,” she
continued.
“People are inundated at the national
and state levels with negative television
commercials, mailings and newspaper
articles. The people we have spoken to
have had enough, and looked forward to
a campaign about the issues without negative attacks,” Mrs. DePaola said. “Unfortunately, the same cannot be said about
our opponents, who have disparaged us
in the newspaper and in their mailings.”
“If my opponent’s opinion differs with
mine on a certain issue, and there have

been many such issues, then I have no
problem with him pointing out the distinctions. That is what sets us apart as
candidates. However, there is a way to
highlight those differences without being so destructive,” Mrs. Malool continued. “We chose, instead, to emphasize
the many positive things I have done on
the council and to illustrate our hopes
and expectations for the future of Scotch
Plains.”
“One disadvantage of operating an
upbeat campaign, when your opponents
are doing otherwise, is that there is a
possibility that people believe their untruths, falsehoods and propaganda. In
spite of this, we have decided not to
dignify their dishonesty with a response.
Nancy’s record speaks for itself, and our
goal of making sure that Scotch Plains
remains an excellent place to raise a
family while keeping our taxes stable
also should stand on its own,” stated
Mrs. DePaola.
“It is disappointing to see that the
opposition has not kept their word (to
run a positive campaign), but it does not
change our opinion that Scotch Plains
residents deserve better,” concluded Mrs.
Malool.

Reader Questions: Which Candidate
Has Wisdom, Integrity to Succeed?
Many people think that Obama’s plan to
raise taxes on only those making $250,000
or more will not affect them, but what they
don’t realize is the fact that what is done to
the few will certainly affect the whole. The
more any of us is taxed, the more we as a
collective whole pay our government.
What many of us don’t stop to consider
is the effect that high taxes have on the
human psyche. Isn’t it disheartening when
you receive your paycheck and half of it is
gone? Is it fair that our doctors, for example, attend years of medical school,
complete an internship, and after more
years of hard work establish residency in a
hospital, then work long hours doing the
most demanding job that exists, to have
half their income taken by our government
because we’ve decided they have plenty to
give? What is this going to do to the quality
of our doctors and more importantly, to
their passion for practicing medicine?
What’s the point of putting in the time and
honest hard work when the reward is taken
away to subsidize those who don’t work as
hard yet somehow feel entitled to obtain it?
There are people in our country who have
the drive and the motivation to make the
most of themselves and are passionate
about their work. If we continue to raise
taxes on these quality people who take
pride in what they do, we as a collective
whole will be responsible for smothering
the desire and motivation of the decent,
hard working people we all desperately
need in this country. We are milking these
people dry and sucking the drive out of
them by taking what doesn’t belong to us.
This is a fundamentally unethical way of
living.
Does this economical approach have an
eerie familiarity to it? It seems analogous
to the recent bailout that just occurred
though a slow rise in taxes is a lot less

conspicuous then a large, quick injection
of money into a failing economy which,
we can’t fail to note was due to a lack of
integrity and responsibility of the few. The
government may have had a responsibility
to fix the problem, but they don’t have a
responsibility to raise taxes and decide
who should pay them. At what point do we
look down at our paychecks and say,
“Enough.” Providing people with money
they haven’t earned is enabling them to
remain stagnant and complacent. We have
to stop all the blaming and take a good look
at how we are conducting our own lives.
Otherwise we may become the only country in the world with a democratic government that simultaneously practices a “disguised” form of socialism.
Through personal life experience, John
McCain has developed character traits such
as integrity, compassion, patience, tolerance and humility to name a few. These
traits cannot be learned or taught as they
cultivate an invaluable quality called wisdom. The question we should ask ourselves on Election Day is: Do we want a
president who merely has a formal education or a president who has demonstrated
that he has grown immesurably in wisdom
and is better equipped to repair our current
problems? Once considered an independent, McCain selected the GOP as the
party that mostly reflects his beliefs, as
opposed to a candidate who modifies his
beliefs to fit those of the party. McCain has
proven himself to be a man who stands on
his own merit and therefore can bring us
the right changes we need.
When you get right down to it, when a
tough decision has to be made, we should
all want a leader that has the wisdom and
the integrity to make it.
Anna Githens
Westfield
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You are cordially invited to attend
A Presentation for Investors in
These Uncertain Times
Thursday, November 13, 2008
6:00 PM – Cocktail Hour
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM – Presentation, Questions & Answers
Metuchen Golf and Country Club
244 Plainfield Road
Edison, New Jersey 08820
th

RSVP by November 5
732-205-0391
Business attire required

INVESTMENT PARTNERS
ASSET MANAGEMENT
Registered Investment Advisor
1 Highland Ave., Metuchen, NJ 08840
www.InvestmentPartners.com

Hey Kids – No School?
Looking for Something Fun To Do?
Come To The Zone for Earth Friendly Crafting!
1 & 2 Hour Drop-Off Craft Sessions Mon-Fri
Boys and Girls Ages 4-11
One Hour Mommy & Me Classes for Ages 2-4
Great New Fall Projects
No Material or Registration Fees All Week Long
Call for a Reservation to Guarantee Your Time Slot
Walk-Ins Welcome between 11am–3pm

Schedule your FREE in-home consultation.
Call, Click or Come In today!

866-595-5110
www.pellareplacement.com
Pella Window & Door Showrooms
#SBODICVSH /+t&BTU#SVOTXJDL /+
'BJSGJFME /+t.PSSJT1MBJOT /+
1BSBNVT /+t4QSJOHGJFME /+t8BMM /+
/BOVFU /:t4UBUFO*TMBOE /:

~Unique Environmentally Friendly Birthday Parties~

715 Central Ave, Westfield – 2nd Floor
(908) 233-ZONE (9663)

Offer Good 11/3 - 11/7

* Does not apply to ProLine® or Pella Impervia® products. Discounts apply to retail list price. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details.
Must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Valid for replacement projects only. Prior sales excluded.
Offer ends 11/08/08. © 2008 Pella Corporation
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GRAY 23-YD TD RECEPTION; DIETZ GRABS FUMBLE

Irvington Blue Knights Daze
Blue Devil Footballers, 27-6
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two lost fumbles, two interceptions,
a mental lapse on an accidental onside kick and a questionable interference call was the formula for disaster
in the Westfield High School football
team’s 27-6 loss to the No. 7 Blue
Knights in Irvington on October 25.
Four of those unfortunate events

occurred in the first half and allowed
Blue Knight quarterback Joshua
Evans to engineer an offensive that
totaled 300 yards and yielded a 21-0
lead in the half. Evans, who finished
14 for 22 for 146 yards and two touchdowns TDs, completed 10 passes for
108 yards, including a 25-yard TD
strike to his favorite receiver Ibn
Morton, who finished with 7 recep-

tions totaling 83 yards, including a
four-yard TD reception in the second
half. Evans, who totaled 170 rushing
yards, rushed for 142 of the 6-0 Blue
Knights’ 192 yards in the first half.
“If you don’t play 11 guys all on the
same page defensively, you can’t stop
them. I’m happy with my players but
we don’t have a Josh Evans. That kid
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIGHT LEAD OVER A KARDINAL…Raider Martin Sweeney, right, held a slight lead over Kearny Kardinal Brian
Mendez at about the .8-mile mark. Mendez managed to finish first and Sweeney finished second.

RAIDER VEECK DEFENDS TITLE, SWEENEY GETS 2ND

X-C Blue Devils Sweep Final
Watchung Conference Meet
By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HEAD OVER HEELS…Blue Devil cornerback Brett DeFazio, No. 3, gets low enough to send Irvington quarterback Joshua
Evans head-over-heels.

CORNACCHIA, KRUPER SCORE, BURKE GETS ASSIST

Lady Raiders Blank Cougars
In UCT Soccer Semifinal, 2-0
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior center-midfielder Katie
Cornacchia and senior sweeper
Raychel Kruper found the goal in the
second-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood High School girls soccer
team’s 2-0 victory over sixth-seeded
Cranford in the semifinal round of

the Union County Tournament (UCT)
at A.L. Johnson High in Clark on
October 24.
“First half, it’s possible, we were
over prepared. We always come out
with intensity. The girls were really
excited to win this game, especially
for coach Ewing. They came out
strong but needed to settle down a

little bit. Second half, we became
more aggressive, marked up better
defensively, played to feet better and
we started winning fifty-fifty balls,”
said Assistant Coach Michelle Tobier.
“I knew from the onset that, once we
put a goal in, we would get that confidence even stronger than in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School senior Brittney Veeck successfully defended her title with an SPFHS
(all meets) record-setting time of 19:23
but the Westfield Blue Devil girls ran
in packs to defend their Watchung
Conference (WC) crown on the 3.1mile course at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 23. The Blue Devil
boys ran in an even tighter pack to
capture their fourth straight WC title.
The Blue Devil girls topped the
Raiders, 36-46, while Kearny finished
third at 76, followed by Irvington at
100, Union at 106 and Linden at 171.
The Blue Devil boys edged the Raiders, 31-39, while Kearny finished third
at 60. Irvington was fourth with 136,
Elizabeth was fifth at 162, Union
took sixth at 170, Linden finished
seventh at 180 and East Side took
eighth at 186.
Veeck knocked more than a minute
off her 2007 winning time of 20:31
and crossed the finish line nearly a
minute ahead of her nearest competitor, Tania Bernardino of Kearny, who
crossed in 20:22. Veeck led from beginning and appeared not to let up on
her pace.
“Mr. (Raider Head Coach Jeff)
Koegel said, ‘make a statement!’ So I

really wanted to go out there and do
that. I haven’t PRed since my sophomore year after Shore Coaches
(Meet),” said Veeck “When I had
about a quarter of a mile to go, he told

me I could break the school record
today. All I needed to do was loosen
my arms and shoulders, look up and
go for it. Every 10 seconds he was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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Devil’s Den

Not All ‘Swim Dads’
Are Created Equally

Devils of the Week
Ryan Scrudato,
Alyssa Hatch
Cross-Country

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

That’s just one more example of
“don’t put off telling somebody you
love them” or “don’t put off doing suchand-such with whomever.” I’d give anything to have Rich join me next time I
visit Max’s or Charlie’s.
But there will be no next time. Last
Friday, at the way, way too young age
of 48, Rich had a heart attack and passed
away. One of the truly GOOD guys is
gone.
Rich’s kids are amazingly talented,
but you’d hardly know it if you waited
for him to brag about them. Jackie was
a two-time county champion in the 100
breaststroke, Chris will be shooting for
his fourth straight county butterfly title
in February, and Becky broke a 26year-old school record in the 100 butterfly last year as a freshman.
All are honor roll students and each
has donated their spare time and summers to help others, going all over the
country and beyond to help the poor in
assorted ways.
Rich was very proud of them, and
now he’s gone … before he was able to
see Jackie finish her swim career and
graduate from Amherst … before he

Once in a lifetime, twice if you’re
really lucky, you meet a guy like Rich
DeLaFuente.
I first met Rich around eight years
ago, when his oldest daughter Jackie
was starting her WHS freshman year
and about to join the school’s swim
team. He came into C.J.’s Extra Innings
one afternoon and had some questions
about our practices, our team rules and
regulations, and asked what I thought
about Berkeley (Aquatic Club) for her.
We talked for over an hour.
He wasn’t dreaming about the Olympics, he just wanted his kids to have the
best possible experience, both high
school-wise and outside of school. He
wasn’t, then or ever, one of those infamous “swim parents,” more just a parent of some swimmers. In fact, most of
the WHS swim parents over the past 15
years have been great. But Rich was the
model for the parents of student-athletes for all sports: Seen, but not heard,
the wellbeing of the kids, all the kids,
always being the most important thing
to him.
One day a couple of years ago, I
accidentally bumped into Rich behind
Edison Intermediate School. I had
stopped by to watch football practice,
killing time before going to work, and
he was there to watch his youngest
daughter Becky play on the eighth grade
field hockey team. The girls were mostly
inexperienced at the sport, and the field
was horrendous, and we kept joking
about if anybody would score (it ended
up 0-0). But I remember Rich saying,
“Who really cares if anybody scores?
As long as the kids are having fun and
enjoy what they’re doing.”
When Rich found out I was a hot dog
aficionado, he’d call and invite me join
him at several of the area’s top dog
houses. Unfortunately, although we had
talked about it several times, I never got
to take him to my two favorites: Max’s
in Long Branch and Charlie’s Pool
Room in Alpha.

Rich DeLaFuente

SPF/MXS Football
Game Canceled
The football game between Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Malcolm X.
Shabazz scheduled for Saturday,
October 25, at Untermann Field in
Newark was canceled due to a shooting that left several people wounded
and two people dead. The game had
been rescheduled for Monday at 7
p.m. at Untermann Field but no game
was played due to concern for the
welfare of players.

TENNIS ERRATUM:
On page 15 of last week’s Leader/
Times the tennis player was incorrectly identified as third singles
player Marilyn Kowalski when, in
fact, it was Katherine McKinley,
who was competing at second
doubles. We regret the error.

was able to enjoy the senior year of
Chris, one of the greatest swimmers in
WHS’s storied history … before he
could watch Becky break any more
school records.
Rich DeLaFuente will have to settle
for this legacy: being the husband of the
beautiful Velma – his high school sweetheart and lifelong best friend forever at
St. Mary in Elizabeth (Class of ’78) –
and the father of three of the most
beloved, and coolest, student-swimmers
in WHS history.
FOOTBALL UPDATE
Being a class half-full kinda guy,
here is my take on WHS’s 27-6 football
loss at Irvington last Saturday. In a
battle of unbeaten, state-ranked teams,
the team that makes the fewest mistakes usually wins; amazingly (in my
eyes) that team was Irvington. WHS
turned the ball over four times, and
committed at least three shouldn’t-happen encroachment-offsides penalties.
But what doesn’t show up on the
scoreboard or in most stories you’ll
read about the game earlier in the week
are these plays:
With Irvington facing a fourth-andlong, a pass is knocked down by defender Chris Sheehan, or so it appeared
to me in the stands and to the official
five feet away who signaled incomplete
pass. But, the back judge on the far side
ruled interference, giving the Knights a
first-and-goal and it was soon 14-0.
The following kickoff completely slid
off the side of the kicker’s foot, but
WHS didn’t cover the ball and Irvington
got it before it went out of bounds. After
a potential drive-ending interception
slipped through the hands of a defender,
Irvington soon added another score …
and instead of 7-0 … it was 21-0.
WHS cut it to 21-6 on a great catchand-run by Pat Gray, and WHS threatened several other times before
Irvington got its final score, again after
a potential drive-ending interception
was dropped.
Next up is Elizabeth, which is also 51 after pummeling Plainfield 42-14 last
weekend. This is a game with huge
playoff implications … 13 power points
… home-field advantage … Lizzy looking to avenge last year’s loss to WHS.
By the way, congratulations to the
WHS football coaches and players, for
finally getting back into the state’s Top
20 rankings last week. All that lifting
and hard work in the summer is starting
to pay dividends. The No. 20 ranking is
believed to be just the third time WHS
has been ranked since Gary Kehler
stepped down as coach in 1982. The
other times were in 1990 and 1998,
with a No. 18 ranking under coach Ed
Tranchina.
IN PASSING
We were saddened to learn that WHS
athletic director Ed Tranchina’s mother
passed away late last week. She had
been sick for a long time. I never met
her, but her son is top of the line.
SOCCER UPDATE
The pairings for this year’s state tournament came out earlier this week, but
after deadline. And after the girls’ 2-0
loss to A.L. Johnson Friday night in the
county semifinals, the state tournament
has become an even bigger goal for

Weichert

David B. Corbin (Union County Tournament) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Marilyn Kowalski at third singles

both the boys and girls.
As always, North 2 Group 4 is loaded,
especially on the boys side, with WHS,
defending sectional champion Columbia, Elizabeth, Union, BridgewaterRaritan, North Hunterdon and Ridge.
If healthy, the WHS boys would be
the clear-cut favorite. But staying injury-free has been a problem all season.
The defense, the team’s strength, has
been decimated by injuries to just about
every regular except Pat Tresnan and
goalie Mike Lessner (knock on wood).
But injuries, luck and timing are as big
a part of sports as talent and coaching.
Legendary Alabama football coach
Bear Bryant knew what he was talking
about when he said, “I’d rather be lucky
than good.”
On the other hand, the WHS girls
have stayed fairly healthy, and that’s a
big reason they’ve been able to toss
goose-eggs at most of their opponents,
no matter whether it’s Meghan Brody
or Annie Ridings in goal, or both sharing time.
CROSS COUNTRY UPDATE
Congratulations to the WHS boys
and girls teams, who captured the final
Watchung Conference championships
last Thursday at Warinanco Park in
Roselle. For the boys, it was the 35th
title in the meet’s 49 years; the first 22
came under Hall of Fame coach Walt
Clarkson, the last 13 under Jack Martin. Thom Hornish, the only coach the
girls team has had in its 29-year existence, earned his 11th Watchung title,
including 10 of the last 14 years.
Both teams will be back at Warinanco
Park tomorrow for the Union County
Championships. The boys, who defeated Summit by a single point last fall
for their fourth straight title, will be
seeking their 28th championship, while
the girls are after No. 15.
IN THE (E)MAIL BAG
From Rich Danks (WHS, ’68):
“Thanks for the column today (Oct. 23)
about soccer. It evoked many pleasant
memories of my time with Bjarne
Tonnesen. As I recall senior year, the
soccer team had more ambulances at
our games (for injuries to our opponents) than the football team – including the SP-F game (WHS was victorious), which we played at SP-F. Also I
think we were undefeated in the
Watchung Conference that year.”
DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub
from Al the Owner at Westfield Subs
(261 South Avenue East) are cross country runners Ryan Scrudato and Alyssa
Hatch. They each clocked a personal
best time to finish third individually,
helping WHS capture both team titles
at the final Watchung Conference
Championships.
The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Opinions expressed in it
are not necessarily those of the LeaderTimes. Contact us with comments, complaints
and
suggestions
at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Westfield/Irvington Football
Westfield/ALJ Girls Soccer
SPF/Cranford Girls Soccer
Watchung Conference X-C
SPF/Union Boys Soccer
Westfield/Elizabeth Soccer

David B. Corbin (2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
receives congratulations from a fan after gaining his 500th career victory after the
Raiders’ 2-0 win over Cranford on October 20, 2004.

D. Blair Corbin’
Corbin’ss
Blue Devils

Raiders

Walk Down Memory L
ane
Lane
From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times – www.goleader.com
October 31, 1998: The Blue Devil
football team, surged from a 10-0
deficit in the second quarter and
gushed with 29 points to bounce
eighth-ranked Union, 29-10, at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Brandon Doerr had
TD passes to Maurice Boatwright
and Todd Dowling, who also had a
rushing TD. Kevin McCormack buried the Farmers by scoring on a double
reverse.
October 29, 1999: A determined
Raider football team stormed into
Irvington and returned with a 35-6
victory. Raider senior Nathan Jones
galloped for 158 yards and four TDs
and sophomore quarterback Brian
Schiller hit receiver Harold Burwell
for a 45-yard TD pass, all before the
fourth quarter.
October 28, 2000: Another battle
with a strong Morristown Colonial
team was won by the Blue Devil girls
cross-country “Pac” – the third time
the Blue Devils have beaten
Morristown in a championship meet
this season. This time the stakes were
even higher as the Blue Devils won
their fifth State Sectional Title – four
in Group 4, edging the Colonials for
the top spot, 64-66, at Warinanco
Park in Roselle. Alexis Anzelone
placed fourth overall with her personal-best time in this race, being
timed at 20:25. Her time placed her
second on the WHS All-Time for this
event.
October 28, 2001: Eight yellow
cards that flickered during the Union
County boys’ soccer semifinal game
between Westfield and Scotch PlainsFanwood at Kean University in Union
were anything but pretty. The Raiders
endured a persistent Blue Devil attack to grab a 2-1 double-overtime,
victory, when junior striker Jeff
Hensal rippled the net with 7:19 left.
October 31, 2002: Well over 300
volleyball fans were treated to watch
plenty of talent by two of the state’s
best volleyball teams in the semifinals of the Union County Tournament in Roselle. No. 4 Union Catholic (22-2) provided an effective serv-

ing and passing attack that made it
possible to defeat No. 5 Westfield,
15-10, 9-15, 15-6.
October 30, 2003: “Pac” mentality roared back in the minds of both
Blue Devil cross-country teams on
the muddy 3.1-mile course at the
Union County Cross-Country Championships in Roselle and the results
were a recapturing of the title for the
girls and a second-place finish for the
boys. No. 1 runner Deenie Quinn
crossed seventh with a time of 20:14,
ahead of Raider Mary Shashaty, who
finished eighth at 20:26. Annie Onishi
finished 10th and Meg Driscoll
crossed 11th.
October 30, 2004: The 4-3 Raider
football team stormed to a 23-12 victory over Linden in Scotch Plains.
Wide receiver Sean Smith scored two
touchdowns, one via an 85-yard gallop on a punt return and another on a
27-yard pass reception from Dan
LaForge.

Fundraiser Organized
For SPFHS Hoop Girls
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball coach Ben
Martinez and girls coach Bruce Davis
are running a fundraiser clinic at the
JCC in Scotch Plains on Monday,
November 3, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. to
help finance the girls basketball
team’s trip to Orlando, Fla. this Christmas for the KSA Tournament.
Members of the varsity staff will be
on hand to discuss and demonstrate a
variety of drills and practice routines
that can be used to run more efficient
and effective practices. This clinic is
open to all youth level basketball
coaches looking to improve their practices and the skill level of their players.
Topics will include: warm-up drills,
shooting drills, conditioning drills,
dribbling and passing drills and defensive drills. Printed materials will be
distributed, as well as an opportunity
for questions and answers.
Admission: $15 in advance or $20 at
the door. For more information, please
e-mail badavis1950@yahoo.com or
rrafferty@spfk12.org

WYCHWOOD GEM

Are You Missing An Opportunity?

WESTFIELD . . . This Center Hall Colonial gem radiates character throughout, tastefully marrying
classic old world charm with quality modern amenities. The cheerful Living Room boasts hardwood
floors, wood burning fireplace and bay window overlooking the professionally landscaped front yard. The
gracious Dining Room will accommodate all of your entertaining. The Family Room showcases a custom
wall of built-ins, petite-parquet hardwood floor and a bay window overlooking the newly landscaped yard
and terraced patio. The inviting gourmet kitchen has hardwood floors and adjoins the sunny breakfast
room with 3 pantry closets, vaulted and beamed ceiling, hardwood floors and access to the patio and fenced
yard. The second level offers 3 spacious bedrooms, hardwood floors and abundant closet space and builtins. Located on a private corner lot in the heart of Wychwood just moments from schools, parks, NY
transportation and town. $949,000. MLS # 589955

Scotch Plains . . . Despite gloomy economic news, area homeowners may be in a better position
than one thinks. Starter homes have maintained strong resale value while ‘trade-ups’ are more affordable
than ever. Consider this 5 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath new colonial from respected local builder Custom
Construction. It’s equipped with granite countertops, hardwood floors, stainless steel appliance
package, family room gas fireplace, master suite soaking tub and multi-zone HVAC. Contact me for
full details and a straightforward assessment of your buying power. Priced @ $749,000.

James Fawcett
Call For
More Information!

Invite Patty in,
and she’ll bring results!

Patricia “Patty” O’Connor
weichert.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

Realtor / Associate
Cell: 908-419-4426

Email: jimfawcett@comcast.net
©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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Opportunistic Crusaders Stun
Blue Devils, 2-0, in UCT Semis
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING HEAVY PRESSURE ON THE FARMERS…Raiders Joe D’Annunzio, No. 11, Brendon McEvoy, No. 7, and
Brian Kahn, No. 8, applied serious pressure on the Farmer defense.

McEVOY RIPS NET TWICE, BROWNSTEIN SCORES ONE

Raiders Hit Mark in 2nd Half
To Bury Soccer Farmers, 3-1
By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior forward Brendon McEvoy
drilled two authoritative shots into
the upper netting in the second half
and junior Justin Brownstein followed
with the icing to lead the 10-7-2 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team to a 3-1 victory over
visiting 8-8-1 Union on October 22.
With both teams hovering on the
lower rung of the ladder for state qualification, securing as many victories as
possible before the cutoff time was
essential and the Farmers took the first
step. Marco Avella slid a great pass
over to Dan Bartok, alone on the right
side, who ripped a right-to-left shot
past Raider goalie Anthony Zukofsky
only 2:10 into the game.
That only awakened the sleeping
giant. With team captain Joe
D’Annunzio, who had been playing
in the backfield for several games,
moving up to center forward and Chris
Freeman securing the center
backfield, the pressure on Farmer
goalie Jon DeOliveira was enormous.
The Raiders launched nine shots on
goal and D’Annunzio took the lion’s
share with some dangerous headers
and a right-footer that caused a humming sound to emanate from the crossbar. A few other shots whizzed just
over the crossbar and by halftime
DeOliveira had made five saves and

the score remained 1-0. Zukofsky finished with two saves before being
replaced by Michael Bumiller in the
second half.
“It’s a change we talked about making. We were playing Steve Bello in
the right back. I had Mike Henkels on
the field and went back with Bello in
the midfield because I felt that we
weren’t getting the most out of him.
He is more of a midfielder and he
played exceptionally well today,”
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky
said. “We couldn’t score goals in our
last four games. We had opportunities.
I decided to go with Joey up front. It
hurts us a little bit defensively but we
had to go for the offense. That pressure
eventually pays off.”
“Joey has more speed to see if we
could get something happening up
there. We were working on that in
practice,” said McEvoy.
Down by one, D’Annunzio switched
to the center backfield in the second
half. The Raiders put Farmer backup
goalie Jason Esteves on the defensive
but were unable to score until McEvoy
received a pass from D’Annunzio and
zinged a left-footed shot from 15yards out into the upper netting with
29:40 remaining.
“I think we needed more solid defense back there since they scored
that goal on us. We got more offensive because he (D’Annunzio) was

able to distribute the ball up to us,”
McEvoy said. “I came down the line.
Joey gave it to me. The first time I just
tucked it in left foot over the keeper’s
head.”
One minute later, McEvoy, receiving a pass from Eddie Byron, duplicated that feat with equally deadly
accuracy to put the Raiders ahead 2-1.
“I went down a little, kicked it by
one guy, gave it off to Byron, he
touched it back to me and I tucked it
in one more time,” explained McEvoy.
“Brendon is one of the purest shooters on the team. He strikes an excellent, excellent ball. On some occasions, he doesn’t get himself into
shooting position enough but he is,
without a doubt, one of the best, if not
the best, striker of the ball on the run,”
coach Breznitsky said.
Fifteen minutes later Raider junior
Michael Henkels booted a shot into
Brownstein, who put the icing on the
cake.
“Henkels was able to get a ball
through. I got my head on it past the
keeper and I turned it,” said
Brownstein, who added, “It felt good
to win after losing tough games to
New Providence and Elizabeth.”
“Hopefully we broke this little jinx
or drought we have had (scoring),”
coach Breznitsky said.
Union
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

1
0

0
3

1
3

So many missed opportunities denied the top-seeded Westfield High
School girls soccer team the opportunity to face rival Scotch PlainsFanwood for the Union County Tournament (UCT) Championship. Despite having an overwhelming dominance in possession of the ball it was
the fourth-seeded A.L. Johnson Crusaders, who made good on two of
their five realistic opportunities to
grab a 2-0 victory in the UCT semifinal round in Clark on October 24.
“I thought we were really flat in the
beginning. We got caught off-guard.
We out-shot them. We out-shot our
opponents all season. This is the story
of Westfield. Not finishing it! They
had maybe three shots and they put
two away. I got to hand it to Johnson.
They came out hard. They were feisty,
really scrappy. They played a great
game and nobody can take that away
from them,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Wertheimer.
The 12-2-2 Blue Devils, ranked 11th
entering the game, out-shot the 12-03 Crusaders, 6-3, in the first half but
ALJ striker Rachel Syko eluded a
defender on the left side of the box,
received a pass from Kristy Pflug and
ripped a left-to-right shot into the net
with 33:19 on the clock. After Blue
Devil midfielder Arielle Ziering just
missed on a shot, Grace Mackenzie
had a great opportunity from 10-yards
out but her kick skid just left of the
near post. Blue Devil midfielder Katie
Pounce approached a fine throw-in to
the box but could not quite get her foot
on it before Crusader goalie Danielle
Kohen grabbed the ball.
Trailing 1-0, the Blue Devils went
right to work in the second half when
senior midfielder Tara Handza slid a
perfect lead to sophomore forward
Samantha Costello, whose shot just
missed. With 28:43 on the clock, Kohen
blocked another shot from Costello but
the rebound came back to Costello
where she drilled a shot into the near
post. Later, on two occasions, sophomore forward Hannah Kronick sent
two good leads into Costello but Kohen,
who finished with nine saves, made the
saves. Kronick also took a shot from
10-yards out but Kohen made the save.
“They are feeling a lot of pressure.
This is the first time in a long time
that we have been ranked this high.
We turned it up in the second half but
we still didn’t connect,” coach
Wertheimer said.
With 24:06 on the clock, Syko
passed toward Pflug, who collided
with a Blue Devil defender, but found

herself in a good position to drill in
the second Crusader goal. Costello
nailed what appeared to be a goal five
minutes later but it was negated due
to an off-side call.
“We were ranked, so there was a lot
riding on it. They had nothing to lose.
We had everything to lose. I have a
relatively young team. I have several
people out here who have never played
been in this situation. I think they
were very nervous. They let it get to
their heads. I thought that second
goal, I wish the referee would have

made a call on that (big push),” coach
Wertheimer said. “Am I upset? Yes!
Does that mean it’s the end of the
season for us? No! I think we still
have enough of a season left that we
can make something happen. It’s still
a goal of ours to win a state sectional.
That would be the first time in a long
time and I think having youth on our
side will be an advantage. I think they
are going to be able to rebound better
than if we had a team full of seniors.”
AL Johnson
Westfield

1
0

1
0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAVING AN IMPACT…Blue Devil Katie Ponce, No. 20, added a physical
presence in the game against the Crusaders.

We insure all drivers

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD
SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/2 1-5PM

$595,000

This bright well-built Expanded Ranch features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Full Baths, Eat-In-Kitchen,
Formal Dining Room, Living Room with wood burning fireplace, three season porch, two car
attached garage with entry in rear of house, central air conditioning, gas heat and a full
unfinished basement with high ceilings. This lovely home sits on just over a third of an acre
of property with the driveway leading to a cul-de-sac. Located in the prestigious Parkwood
Section, with tree-lined streets, on the south side of Scotch Plains. Convenient to Fanwood
and Westfield train stations and the Garden State Parkway. Directions: Lambertsmill to
Seward to Sylvan Lane #1429. MLS # 2592362

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/2 1-5PM

$569,000

Peer into the past, 1918, and find a home filled with charm and detail unmatched today! Guests
are welcomed by an inviting “rocking chair” front porch surrounded by professionally
landscaped grounds. Your first steps into the foyer reveal diagonal oak flooring with inlaid
border. This theme is carried into the Living Room with the addition of chestnut colonnaded
entry way. This spacious home has been updated with a first floor Master Bedroom and Master
Bath with wood burning fireplace. If you are looking for room to entertain the family do not
miss the spacious (28` X 24`) Family Room with high ceilings, hardwood floors and French
doors leading to the lovely patio and wisteria covered pergola floors. This lovingly restored 5
Bedroom Colonial is perfectly situated convenient to Westfield`s fine schools, NYC transportation
and shopping. Directions: South Chestnut to 4 th Avenue #646. MLS # 2556888

GARWOOD

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 11/2 1-5PM

$774,900

Wonderful brand new Colonial in Garwood. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths. Master Bedroom Suite
with a large walk in closet. Gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Large kitchen with
Granite counters, center island, stainless appliances. Second floor laundry. Large basement
with 9 foot ceiling ripe for finishing. 2 car attached garage. Quality throughout. Close to
town and transportation. Directions: South-Center Street to Spruce Right on Spruce #401.
MLS # 2540595

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

SCOTCH PLAINS

SPLIT

$449,000

Formal Dining Room, Family Room, Hardwood Floors, Large Deck, Master Bedroom with
1/2 Bath, one car built-in Garage. Moments to schools, parks, transit. MLS # 2574685

WESTFIELD

NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,279,000

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties that are close
to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create
your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned.
Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given.
Intercom, central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included
in this gem. Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2546035

FANWOOD

W E S T F I E L D O F F I C E 1 8 5 E L M S T R E E T / W E S T F I E L D, N J 0 7 0 9 0 / 9 0 8 - 6 5 4 - 7 7 7 7

Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.

COLONIAL

$449,000

This charming Colonial has character mixed with modern amenities that make a perfect
place to call home. Featuring 3 Bedrooms, 1 Full and 1 Half Bath, Living Room, Formal
Dining Room with sliding glass doors to deck, gleaming hardwood floors, finished
basement, Central Air Conditioning, attached garage, new landscaping and much more.
Located just 2 blocks to town and train. MLS #2592826

weichert.com
Want A Low Monthly Payment? Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338.
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Blue Knights Daze Blue Devil Footballers, 27-6
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

might be playing on Sundays,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno.
The 5-1 Blue Devils could only
muster 11 plays and 45 total yards (30
rushing yards) on their abbreviated
four possessions in the first half.
Quarterback Anthony DiIorio completed both pass attempts, which included a nine-yard reception by split
end Chris Sheehan and a six-yard
reception by wide receiver Jihaad
Billups.
Both teams played even ball in the
second half with the Blue Devils’

offense totaling 39 yards on the
ground and 56 yards in the air on five
receptions, while the Blue Knights
had 59 ground yards and 38 passing
yards. DiIorio, who finished 7-for-35
for 71-yards passing, was intercepted
twice in the second half – once in the
end zone – but did have a 23-yard TD
strike to split end Pat Gray, who finished with two receptions for 37 yards.
After the opening kickoff, the Blue
Knights pushed to the Westfield three
but the Blue Devil defense held and
took over possession. Irvington’s de-

fense held and forced Gray to punt
from the end zone. His booming punt,
the first of three fine punts, rolled
dead at the Irvington 33.
“Pat is an athlete! He doesn’t look
like a conventional punter. He’s got a
real strong leg. He punts because he is
our best punter,” said coach DeSarno.
Irvington finalized a seven-play TD
march when Evans connected with
Morton for 25 yards with 4:24 left in
the first quarter. The Blue Devils answered by moving the ball to the
Irvington 27 but DiIorio’s fumble gave
the Blue Knights possession. Irvington
passed on a fourthand-seven and safety
Sheehan batted down
the ball but a questionable interference
call allowed them to
continue their offensive until Evans
pushed in from the
one for a TD with
8:58 left in the half.
More good fortune
went the Blue
Knight’s way when
the ball slid off the
kicker’s foot and
headed to the sidelines where it was recovered by Irvington
on the Westfield 33.
Eight plays later,
Vince Moore scored
on a two-yard plunge.
Fortune tempoDavid B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times rarily
shifted
LEAPING ON A FUMBLE…Blue Devil Brandon Dietz, No. 72, recovered a fumble on the Irvington Westfield’s way in the
23 that set up Pat Gray’s 23-yard touchdown reception.
third quarter when
defensive lineman
Brandon Dietz recovered a fumble at
the Irvington 23. On the first offensive play, DiIorio hit Gray near the
13-yard line. From there, Gray carried a few defenders across the goal
line for the TD with 7:16 left to make
the score 21-6.
“Pat has been coming up big all
season. We should have built off it but
Irvington is a great team,” Sheehan
said.
“He’s one of the better track kids in
the state. He’s a half-miler and a
javelin thrower,” coach DeSarno said.
“He’s a beast!”
In the fourth quarter, Irvington recovered a Westfield fumble near
midfield and later capitalized with
Morton’s four-yard TD reception.
Westfield threatened but DiIorio’s
pass into the end zone was intercepted by Evans. Defensive tackle
Eric Moran gave the Blue Devils another chance by recovering a fumble
on the Irvington 25 but the Blue
Knight defense held. Westfield’s final drive also resulted in an interception.
“We fought hard all game. It wasn’t
heart, it was a question of the ball
bouncing their way more than it
bouncing our way,” said Sheehan.
“We have to forget about it and get
back to work on Monday like we have
been doing all season. We are going
to correct our mistakes and be in tiptop shape for Elizabeth.”

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Westfield
Irvington
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING FIRST AND THIRD…Raider senior Brittney Veeck, left, finished first and set an all-time SPF record, while
Blue Devil sophomore Alyssa Hatch, right, finished third.

Blue Devils Sweep Watchung Conference Meet
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

always going at each other,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Jack Martin said.
Junior Ryan Scrudato led a pack of
six Blue Devils who placed in the top
11, finishing third with a time of
16:53, much better than his 14thplace time of 18:11 of last year. It was
the first time that Scrudato finished
under 17 minutes at Warinanco. He
did record a 16:49 in a shorter course
at Roxbury.
“I PRed by over a minute. That’s
what I wanted to do, come in here and
break 17,” Scrudato said.
After Raider Brandon Wheeler finished fourth at 16:58, Blue Devils
Andrew Kirna, Tyler Crusick and Andrew Marra finished 5-6-7 with respective times of 17:03, 17:05 and
17:08. Raider Alex Parker crossed
eighth at 17:12 then Blue Devils Mike
Kelley and Zach Lizmi finished 10-11
with respective times of 17:22 and
17:27 followed by Raiders Brian
Walsh, Jon Kerby and Bob Evans with
respective times of 17:36, 17:40 and
17:41. Raider Greg Favreau took 16th
with a time of 17:48 and Blue Devil
Ross Tucker placed 19th at 17:54.
“That’s the kind of team we have
this year. We have a lot of equally
talented kids. We don’t have
any one kid, who is way, way up
there but these kids are getting
faster and faster. The other thing
is we ran without Julian
Applebaum, so that puts us in
even better position as we go
forward,” said coach Martin.
The average time for the Blue
Devils was a very strong 17:06,
which is a promising indication
for their chances to defend their
Union County crown when they
nipped Summit one point last year.
“Summit is a tough opponent.
No one is going to lose by one
and not want it the next year,”
Scurdato said.
“Summit creates another layer
in competition because the Summit coach is a former Westfield
runner, so he definitely wants to
beat us. We have to give the A+
game against them. Scotch Plains
is still in the mix and Roselle
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times Catholic has a solid team, so it
A WAVE OF BLUE AT THE LINE…The Raiders and the Blue Devils fire out at the line should be a pretty good county,”
to begin the varsity race.
coach Martin said.
yelling the time. It motivated me to
go faster.”
With No. 1 runner Aileen Grogan
out of the lineup due to a groin pull,
sophomore Alyssa Hatch led a pack
of seven Blue Devil girls, who all
placed in the top 15. Hatch crossed
third with a time of 20:29.
“Alyssa was our No. 1 freshman
runner from last year. She’s a tough
cookie! If I were going to run crosscountry, I would want Alyssa on my
side. She gives you everything and
more,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Thom Hornish.
Sharon Faktor and Amy
Roggenburg crossed 5-6 with respective times of 20:56 and 21:01 followed by Raiders Emily Carow at
21:11 and Laura Bruce at 21:26. Blue
Devil Bridget Grogan finished 10th
with a time of 21:40, while Allie
Lowenstein and Shannon Murray
crossed 12-13 with respective times
of 21:42 and 21:47. Megan Pulliam
finished 15th at 21:50 followed by
Raider Alison Acevedo at 22:12.
Raider Chana Biner crossed 18th with
a time of 22:50.
“With the exception of a few occasions, we have not had a No. 1 runner.

Alexis Anzelone would probably be
the last person to have that distinction
back in 2000,” coach Hornish said.
“Basically, we are a pack team. The
goal is to put ourselves in the middle
or top part of the race and to exploit
the weaknesses of other teams. If
there is a gap between another team’s
second and third runner, that’s where
we are going to try to go. That’s
Westfield’s formula.”
Raider senior Martin Sweeney
crossed second with a time of 16:30
behind Kearny’s Brian Mendez, who
crossed in 16:16. Last year, Sweeney
finished third with a time of 17:04.
“I definitely improved. It’s a PR in
general for me. I was coming here
expecting a win, so it’s really bittersweet. He never ran this fast. I beat
him in our dual meet. It was like the
second meet of the season,” Sweeney
said. “I knew he was going to stick
with me the first two miles. My first
mile split was about 4:55. I split 10:06
after two miles, so it was a real quick
pace but he just opened the pace.”
“Martin has gotten a lot more consistent this year. The Scotch Plains
rivalry with Westfield is unparalleled
regardless of what the sport is. We are

Weichert

Welcome Home!
So many Lovely Homes to choose from!
Weic he r t

Fanwood Colonial Close to Train$484,000.

GABRIEL ESTATE HOMES

Westfield Cape Close to Train $499,000

Westfield Ranch $449,000
Scotch Plains Estate $935,000
For additional information or a private tour please call:

Patricia “Pat” Plante
BrokerBroker-Sales Associate—
Associate—Westfield Office
Direct Dial: 908
908--233233-2162
600 North Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey

WESTFIELD . . . This spectacular residence, built by Gabriel Estate Homes, features 10 rooms, 4
Bedrooms, 3 Full and 1 Half Bath in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with
comfortable family features to suit all of your entertaining and living needs. Some of the notable features
include a Family Room adjacent to the state-of-the-art kitchen complete with Thermador appliances. Two
gas fireplaces - one in the luxurious Master Bedroom. $1,295,000. MLS # 2587974

Invite Alan in,
and he’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Alan Rubin
weichert.com
Owned and operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777
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&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E

111 Ayliffe Avenue, Westfield

$439,900

531 Westfield Avenue, Westfield

$565,000

60 South Union, Cranford

$599,900

Immaculate 3 Bedroom Cape nestled on a nice lot featuring a Living Room
with wood burning fireplace; Eat-in Kitchen open to large first floor Family
Room; 2 bedrooms on the first floor and a large Master Bedroom on the
second floor. The basement is finished with a Recreation Room; Office and
Laundry. Updates include many new windows.

Great Opportunity for investor or owner occupant. Open front porch Colonial nestled on 170+ foot deep lot in Residential/Professional zone convenient to town and NYC transportation. Current home offers an Entry Foyer,
Living Room; Dining Room; EIK and 5 Bedrooms. Tremendous potential for
residential or professional.

Spacious new brick front Colonial convenient to park and town featuring a
Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Eat-In Kitchen w/breakfast bar open to
Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor Laundry/Mud Room and Powder Room.
The second floor boasts 4 Bedrooms and 2 full baths including a Master Suite
with full bath w/whirlpool tub and walk in closet. Large basement and one
car garage for storage. Nicely landscaped including a paver driveway.

419 Boulevard, Westfield

722 Castleman Drive, Westfield

320 St. Georges Place, Westfield

$625,000

Beautifully restored historic open front porch Colonial featuring a gracious
Foyer; formal Living and Dining Rooms; Eat-In Kitchen; 3 Bedrooms plus an
office/den on the second floor; and a large Family Room/Office/Bedroom on
the 3rd flr. Wonderful details include stained glass windows; pocket doors
and brick driveway. Dir: South Ave to Boulevard.

$675,000

Immaculate 3 Bedroom 1 ½ bath Colonial on quiet street convenient to Washington School. Nicely appointed with a Living Room w/fplc; Formal Dining
Room; Eat In Kitchen; powder Room and first floor Family Room leading to
private yard with patio. The second floor has 3 Bedrooms and the main bath.
All this plus a Recreation Room in the basement and a 1 car attached garage.

$775,000

Immaculate 4 Bedroom 2 ½ bath center hall Colonial nestled on a quiet dead
end street convenient to town, park, schools and NYC transportation. Beautifully appointed thru out including a Foyer leading to a Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen with separate breakfast room open to
Family Room and Deck. The basement has a Recreation Room and plenty of
storage. Great details include inlaid floors and leaded glass windows. Many
updates throughout.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 2nd • 1-4PM

252 Hyslip Avenue, Westfield

$919,900

Spacious front porch Colonial with open floorplan featuring a gracious Foyer;
Formal Living and Dining Rooms; gourmet Eat In Kitchen open to Family Room
w/fireplace; Master Bedroom Suite with full bath and walk in closet. Great
location convenient to town, schools, park, pool and NYC transportation!

119 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside

$1,299,900

Magnificent home nestled on just under an acre of manicured grounds. Exquisitely appointed and updated thru-out. Featuring a flexible floorplan ideal
for entertaining including a fabulous master suite w/full bath & w/in closte/
dressing room. Hillside Ave to Wild Hedge Ln.

4 Max Place, Westfield

$1,699,900

Elegant new 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath Colonial to be built by Michael Mahoney
on cul-de-sac of new homes. Featuring a gracious entry Foyer; formal Living
and Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen with center island and granite counters
open to a Family Room w/fireplace; 1st floor guest suit with full bath; 3 car
Garage and more!

1316 Overhill Street, Westfield

$899,900

27 Woodbrook Circle, Westfield

$1,190,000

Wonderful new NeedlePoint Energy Star Qualified Home with charming
opened front porch nestled on a quiet lane with other new homes. Quality
appointments thru-out including a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; EatIn Kitchen w/breakfast bar open to Family Room w/fireplace which leads to
the private yard with patio. The second floor boasts 4 Bedrooms including a
large Master Suite with full bath and good closet space and the Laundry. Dir:
Prospect to Madison to Overhill.

Wonderful 3 year young NeedlePoint front porch Colonial beautifully appointed thru-out including a Living Room w/fireplace, Formal Dining Room;
Eat-In Kitchen w/island open to spacious Family Room with fireplace; Master
Bedroom Suite with his/hers walk-in closets and private bath; and great Recreation Room in the basement. Nestled on a nicely landscaped lot.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 2nd • 1-4PM

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, November 2nd • 1-4PM

3 Cory Court, Mountainside

$1,299,900

8 Cory Court, Mountainside

$1,399,900

Spacious new home to be built on new cul-de-sac. Nicely appointed thru out
including a gracious Foyer leading to formal Living and Dining Rooms; Kitchen
w/center island and large Breakfast Room open to large Family Room. 5 Bedrooms 3 full and 2 half baths including a first floor bedroom suite and a large
Master Suite with full bath and walk in closets and a Rec Room with half bath.
Great storage thru out including a 3 car Garage.

Quality built 5 Bedroom 4 ½ bath home on a new cul-de-sac. Beautifully
appointed thru-out including an open Foyer flanked by formal Living and
Dining Rooms; large Kitchen w/center island, Pantry and eating area open to
sunken Family Room and first floor Guest Suite w/full bath. The second floor
boasts 4 bedrooms including a Master Suite with Sitting Area, full bath and
his and hers walk in closets and the Laundry Room. A finished Recreation
Room and 3 car Garage complete this wonderful package.

1163 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield

4 Dorset Hill, Westfield

$1,895,000

Stunning custom designed 6 Bedroom 4 ½ bath 10 year young Center Hall
Colonial featuring a gracious Entrance Foyer with magnificent staircase; Living Room/Library w/built-in’s and fireplace; large Formal Dining Room; gourmet Eat-In Kitchen w/professional grade appliances, sitting area and fplc;
grand Family Room with soaring cathedral ceilings and fireplace; 1st floor
MBR suite w/access to wonderful conservatory; plus a 1st floor guest wing
and Laundry. Nestled on a private lane and .77 of an acre. Truly a one of a
kind Westfield residence.

$1,999,000

Rare opportunity to own a new home in Wychwood. This custom built home will be
nestled on just under ½ acre on a private lane. Beautifully appointed thru-out w/hdwd
flrs, custom moldings & great attention to detail, this 5 Bedroom 4 ½ bath home will
offer a gracious Foyer flanked by a Liv Rm w/fplc & access to a private Library; FDR w/
walk out bay & a wonderful Butler’s Pantry leading to gourmet Kit w/island open to a
large Fam Rm w/fplc; a Powder Room & Guest suite w/full bath complete the 1st flr.
The 2nd floor boasts 4 additional Bdrms, incl a magnificent MBR w/ Sitting Rm, W/I
closet w/custom built-in’s & a luxurious bath. Also found on this level are 2 Bdrms w/
a “jack and jill” bath & a Bdrm suite w/private bath & the laundry. A finished bsmnt &
3 car Garage complete this amazing residence.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office - 2004, 2006-2007
#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2007
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2007
Platinum Level: 2003-2007
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 209 CENTRAL AVENUE • 908-233-5555
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Lady Raiders Blank Cougars in UCT Soccer, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING TO TAKE A SHOT…Blue Devil Matt Isabella, No. 24, moves the ball downfield and prepares to take a shot
at the Minuteman goal.

Soccer Minutemen Surprise
Blue Devil Boys, 2-1, in O.T.
By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High school soccer
boys faced their third straight overtime challenge of the regular season
by battling Elizabeth at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 22.
One fortunate break on a penalty kick
from Dan Correia equaled a 2-1 victory for the 12-4 Minutemen.
“We played with a lot of possession and pretty much outplayed them
the first half. It’s just that final piece.
Like you said, we had five shots on
goal, could not finish one and that’s
what we have to work on. We have to
put at least one of those in. Overtime,
well that’s a grind. You have to focus
on first goal. You need to come out,
try to press them hard. We were doing
that but unfortunately a call went
against us but I have confidence in the
guys to rise up from this, really learn
from it and start putting balls in,” said
team captain/goalie Mike Lessner.

The 11-3-2 Blue Devils demonstrated aggressiveness, leaping higher
for headers, setting up the plays and
did everything they wanted to do especially in the first half. They maintained ball control in the Minutemen
domain out-shooting the Minutemen,
5-1, while the defense stifled Elizabeth to just one shot.
The tides seemed to change somewhat early in the second half when
Elizabeth caught the Blue Devils out
of position around the goal, got off a
few shots that were rejected by
Lessner; however, with three Minutemen roaming around his porch,
Kevin Herrera managed to tap the
ball into the left side of the net to give
the visitors a 1-0 lead in the eighth
minute.
“They got a transition from the
right side and ran a nice ball in. Then
with the wind, I really could not judge,
so the ball kind of floated up on me
and got loose. From there, it was a

WF PAL Wrestling Taking Applications
Westfield PAL Wrestling, which
focuses on learning the fundamentals
of wrestling, instilling solid values
and having fun, will be sponsoring
the following programs:
Beginning Wrestling (K-Grade 2)
Wrestlers are taught the basics of the
sport with emphasis on skill development and safety rather than competition.
Central Jersey League White (Grades
2-6)
Wrestlers focus on the basic fundamentals and will prepare for competitive
matches.

Central Jersey League Blue (Grades 2-6)
Experienced wrestlers participate in a
competitive, 16 match schedule.
NJGSL Traveling Team (Grades 6-8)
Wrestlers compete in the New Jersey
Grade School League, the premier
league for competition in New Jersey.

To avoid a late fee, register by
November 3. Practices begin the
week of November 10. Please visit
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com to
download your form. Any questions,
please
email
westfieldpalwrestling@gmail.com

scramble. No one could really see the
ball and they got lucky by putting one
in. They were scrappy, so give them
credit for that,” said Lessner.
With both teams professing a strong
offensive philosophy, something had
to give and the Blue Devils succeeded.
With 30 minutes remaining, Westfield
was rewarded with a goal when a
defender, in an attempt to clear, sent
the ball back toward the goalie. The
ball went over his head and Mike
Jones lofted it into the upper half of
the net to tie the match.
The tragic twist to the game came
in overtime when Minutemen
Correira converted a questionable
penalty shot into the lower left side of
the net.
“You can’t blame the ref for that
one. He emphasized that the whole
game and began calling it real tight in
the second half. We needed to adjust
to that but that’s what sports are. I
would not play if it were not like that.
We had our chances; we could not put
it in and when you keep a team in like
that for that long, something is bound
to happen. We have to rebound from
this, forget about it and learn to put
teams away when we should,” Lessner
said. “Junior varsity players Mike
Jones and Kevin Clancy played really
well for us. They gave us a nice little
boost, a real spark, Mike especially,
because he played with a lot of heart,
played with a lot of passion and that’s
what we really needed.”
Elizabeth
Westfield

0
0

1
1

1
0

2
1

Essex/Union Seeks
Wrestling Officials
The Union/Essex Wrestling Officials Association is seeking new
members. For an application please
contact Rich at (908) 241-4793.

beginning, while it would calm the pushed with everything we had. They
“We were not awake for the game
game down a little more and put us cracked and we got the ball past them. against Union this week. Coach
back into our game.”
It was just an excellent well-placed Ewing and coach Tobier did a great
For most of the first half, the 14-3- pass by Morgan,” said Cornacchia.
job of waking us up a little bit,” Jackie
1 Raiders’ front line appeared hesiThree minutes later, Kruper con- Law said. “In the first half, we were a
tant, off on their leads
and did not work the
ball well, which resulted in one-shot-on
goal taken by striker
Sarah Vanbuskirk. Although the Cougar attack posed little threat
due to excellent defensive doggedness, senior
goalie Jackie Law had a
knack at being in the
right place at the right
time and did make one
athletic save in the half.
The Raiders stepped
up smoothly and kept
the ball in Cougar territory for most of the second half with only a few
exceptions. They turned
up the pressure, kept
composure and played
their game, while its
stingy defense marked
Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
better and continued to HEADING FOR THE FINALS…The Raider girls swarm all over senior Raychel Kruper, after
rise to the challenge. converting a penalty shot. The Raiders defeated Cranford, 2-0, to advance to the UCT finals.
Senior
sweeper
Stephanie Glover tapped the ball to verted a booming penalty kick past little bit shaken, a little nervous; semioutside midfielder Sheryl Markovits, goalie Lauren Grandal to seal the finals is a big deal but coach Tobier
who moved the ball down the right deal.
brought us right down to ground.
side and passed to striker Morgan
“Markovitz dribbled towards the Halftime, we had a great speech, we
Burke, who sent crossing pass to corner, cut back and beat the de- all got to talk a little bit, settled down
Cornacchia. From there, Cornacchia fender. She played the ball to me in and came out a little harder. Luckily
ripped a shot that hit inside the left the middle from there; I got a touch we got two in,”
post for a 1-0 lead in the 67th minute. then was taken down by the defender.
“Once Katie scored, everyone on
“They’re a very good team and As to the PK, I practiced all week the bench and the field got so, so
knew that we could not look past with Jackie Law so I was pretty con- pumped up and that motivates us to
them at all. Despite the fact that we fident. I picked my spot and placed score even more and we knew we were
were very, very slow, it was an even the ball inside of the net. Although going to go. Then of course Rachel,
game in the first half. Second half; we excited and knew we had the game in our best free kick digger knows how to
started to come on top. We passed to hand, we continued to concentrate on put the ball in the net,” added Glover.
feet, really careful with the ball and defense,” said Kruper.
Cranford
0
0
0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 11/13/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Hot Mix Asphalt Pavement Repair Contract, North - 2009, Various
locations including North of Route 57, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic,
Sussex, Union Counties and partly Warren County; 100% State; DP No: 08463
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids. The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ
Freehold, NJ
Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141
732-308-4025
856-486-6624
3 T - 10/23/08, 10/30/08 and 11/06/08, The Leader
Fee: $205.02

In Westfield…

*Based on GSMLS averages for the period of 1/1/07-1/31/07. For the towns of Cranford, Fanwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains and Westfield. For companies with at least 20 closed listings.

$499,000

WESTFIELD

$629,000

Gracious Colonial style Split Level offers an updated
Eat-In Kitchen, Family Room with powder room, Living Room with fireplace, Formal Dining Room, large
Master with full bath and good closet space, 3 nicesized Bedrooms, lovely 150’ deep lot with patio, quiet
location, not far from school, library and town.

CRANFORD

$649,000

Larsen-built Colonial on dead-end street, near school
and pool. Well-maintained by the original owner,
this home has 8 spacious rooms, 4 Bedrooms, 2.5
baths, hardwood floors throughout under carpet, large
Family Room with fireplace and screened porch.

WESTFIELD

$1,595,000

Better than new 2001 Colonial is simply stunning
with many recent improvements including home theater on 3rd floor and wine cellar in beautifully finished basement. This home has it all: Light and
bright with great floor plan and quiet cul-de-sac location so close to the center of town. Home features 13 rooms and includes 5 Bedrooms & 5.5 baths.

CRANFORD

$679,000

WESTFIELD

$699,000

Glorious, truly park-like property 112.5’ x 150’. This
English Colonial with generous room sizes offers 9
rooms including 4 Bedrooms, 1.5 baths, hardwood
floors, arches, wood-burning fireplace. Great location and potential. Short distance to town and NYC
transportation.

Charming and bright Colonial offers 9 rooms and features 4 Bedrooms, 3 baths, many updates and amenities, CAC, hardwood floors, wood-burning fireplace,
finished 3rd floor with Bedroom and loft, finished basement with full bath. Complete plans for Kitchen and
2nd floor hall bath renovation included! Landscaped
property, near town & transportation.

SCOTCH PLAINS

FANWOOD

$749,000

Rare opportunity! Circa 1785 center hall Colonial.
Lovingly cared for with so many charming details.
Wide board pumpkin pine floors, 2 fireplaces,
Butler’s pantry, newer roof, large screened porch.
Beautiful “country setting”. Approximately 1 acre
of level grounds framed by authentic split rail fence.

2

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on November
19, 2008 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board will hold a hearing on the
application of the undersigned. The property in question is located at: 13 Poplar
Place, Fanwood, New Jersey, also known
as Block 112 Lot 17, as shown on the
Fanwood Tax Map, owned by Michael and
Michele DelCorsano.
The applicant requests Driveway Widening which is in violation of:
Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Driveway Width; Permitted: 10 feet; Present: 11
feet; Proposed: 19 feet.
Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Driveway Opening; Permitted: 10 feet; Present:
11 feet; Proposed: 19 feet.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Michael and Michele DelCorsano
13 Poplar Place
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023
1 T- 10/30/08, The Times
Fee: $37.23

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO REDEEM

Find out why Westfield Burgdorff, ERA listings sell 20% faster and for 1.3% more than other area brokers.

SCOTCH PLAINS

2

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11089-08
File No. 9049-05

Visit us at
www.burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

Wonderful, spacious Split Level on lush, deep lot
offers 8 rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
Formal Living & Dining Rooms with beautiful hardwood floors, updated Eat-In Kitchen, great location.
Close to schools and NYC bus.

0

PUBLIC NOTICE

$329,000

This charming ‘starter home’ sold for 91% of
its list price in only 20 days. Contact any of
our extraordinary agents and let them design
a personalized marketing plan for your home.

WACHOVIA CUST/PLYM PK
TAX SRVS PLAINTIFF VS.
THE BANK OF NEW YORK,
AS
SUCCESSOR
TO
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
REGISTERED HOLDERS OF
ABFS MORTGAGE LOAN
TRUST 2002-4 MORTGAGE
PASSTHROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2002-3 N/K/
A JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
NA; AMERICAN BUSINESS
MORTGAGE SERVICES INC.;
KELLI NUTTER; TRINITAS
HOSPITAL; ANDOVER SUBACUTE & REHAB CENTER
TWO; ALBERT RUSSO; HSA
RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE
SERVICES OF TEXAS INC.;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
DEFENDANT(S)
TO: KELLI NUTTER; HSA RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SERVICES OF
TEXAS INC.;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 17, 2008, the Superior
Court Fixed December 1, 2008 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevailing time, at the office of the Tax Collector
of UNION, located at 1976 MORRIS AVENUE, UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083, as
the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:
LOT 19.02 QUAL: C0002 BLOCK 4411
on the tax duplicate of UNION. Total
amount required to redeem tax sale certificate no. 030065 is $21,016.63, together
with interest from June 17, 2008 and costs
of $1,157.16.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 10/30/08, The Leader Fee: $60.18
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Sayrewoods Grid Kids Stop
Westfield PAL A, 20-12

Courtesy of Jim Brucia for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING AN INTERCEPTION…Westfield PAL C player John Fuller, No.
46, returns interception for touchdown against Sayre Woods South.

Westfield PAL C Defeats
Sayre Woods South, 20-0
The visiting Westfield PAL C football team’s defense dominated the
game in a 20-0 victory over Sayre
Woods South (SWS) on October 26.
Westfield sacked the SWS quarterback seven times throughout the
game, led by Sean Elliott (3), Cotter
Spurlock (2), Luke Prybylski and
Brian Johnson.
Westfield’s defense had four interceptions, one each by John Fuller,
Jack Simcox, Danny Mitchell and
Brendan Curry. Jack Colleran, Jake
Maher, Neilan Dolan and Jimmy
Hunter contributed strong tackling.
Andrew Malacrae ran seven-yards
for Westfield’s first touchdown.
Mitchell converted the extra point.

The defense scored next when Fuller
stepped in front of a SWS receiver
and sprinted 15 yards into the end
zone. Malacrae ran in the point after.
The defense scored again when
Simcox intercepted a pass and raced
30 yards for the touchdown, led by
key blocks from Theo Brunson and
Johnson.
Running backs Brunson, Fuller,
Colin Dursee, Sean Moore and
Malacrea chewed up yards on the
ground and late in the fourth quarter,
Mitchell scrambled on a winding 82yard run.
Westfield will host Scotch PlainsFanwood this Sunday at Kehler Stadium.

The Westfield PAL A football team
scored early, but was unable to hold
on to the lead against a powerful
Sayrewoods opponent in a 20-12 setback on October 26. Fullback, Brian
Githens dodged his way past the defense to score a 58-yard touchdown
on the second play of the game to give
Westfield a 6-0 lead.
Charlie Callinan, Nick Rotondo and
Michael Fitzhenry led the defense
with a number of tough tackles in the
first quarter. Shakiyl Glasco broke up
a long pass attempt on fourth down.
Githens, Rotondo, Frank Pinho and
Brett Glenn made some short yard
gains rushing, before the quarter
ended.
Westfield defenders Callinan,
Githens, Ryan Esposito and Pinho
held the line again, coming up with

Westfield PAL D Blanks
Scotch Plains PAL, 34-0
The aggressiveness of defensive
linebackers Vin DiFilippo, Matt
McIlroy and Parker Hess set the stage
for a 34-0 victory over Scotch Plains
by the Westfield PAL D football team
that upped its record to 4-0-1 on October 26.
A gang tackle by Chris Rinaldi,
Mack Rembisz, DiFillipo and Hess
jarred the ball loose to put the momentum with Westfield. Safety Owen
Murray scooped the ball up and ran it
in for a touchdown. On the next possession, defensive linemen Owen
Colwell, Devin Zrebiec, Justin Lin,
Devin Anderson and Matt Macik
quickly got the ball back to Westfield.
Some tough runs by Rinaldi and
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE IS hereby given that at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, held on Tuesday,
October 28, 2008 the following ordinance
entitled:
AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING GAMES OF CHANCE ON
SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2009 IN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS

GOING IN FOR THE TD…Westfield PAL B player Jack Levine plunges five
yards for the touchdown against Richmond Boro.

Westfield PAL B Triumphs
Over Richmond Boro, 19-14
The Westfield PAL B football team
nipped Richmond Boro, 19-14, on
October 12 in Westfield.
After Westfield went three and out,
Richmond Boro scored on a 12-yard
touchdown pass and hit the two-point
conversion for an 8-0 lead. Westfield
answered with Jack Levine, Chris
Hogge, Thomas Anderson and Eric
Shor gaining yards on the ground and
in the air. Offensive linemen Chip
Mulrooney, Dylan Elliott, Jack
Kessler, David Kane and Joe
Scaglione provided fine blocking.
Hogge and Anderson moved the ball
to the Richmond five-yard line and
Levine punched it in for the touchdown. The extra point attempt failed.
Westfield’s defense got big tackles
from Chris Callahan, Michael Carlino
and Alex D’Amato to give the ball
back to Westfield. Hogge connected
with Shor for a 60-yard touchdown
play. The extra point attempt failed.
Westfield defensemen Dane Huber
brought down a receiver short of a first
down. Both teams traded turnovers.
Elliott blocked a pass and recovered.
Noah Penders made a key tackle for
Westfield to end the first half.
Elliot, Penders, Anderson,

was adopted on second and final reading.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/30/08, The Times Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY
THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
RESOLUTION 08-10-145

Callahan, Mulrooney, Carlino and
Chris Sweeney added tackles in the
second half. Richmond Boro scored
late in the third quarter on a run play.
The extra point missed wide right.
Westfield answered with a 15-yard
pass to Shor and a 39-yard touchdown run by Levine. Holden Ehrhart
caught a pass for the extra point. Shor
intercepted a pass late in the fourth
quarter to preserve the victory.

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036
NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Helen Street/Construction and Design phase
DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2008
AMOUNT: Not to Exceed $34,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract
relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 10/30/08, The Times Fee: $18.87

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR,
Total Production 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence
Platinum Level 2002-2007

Direct Line 908-301-2015
www.hye-youngchoi.net
hye-young@att.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
TAX ASSESSOR
Notice is hereby given the Tax Assessor of the Town of Westfield will meet in the
Tax Assessor’s Office in the Municipal
Building, 425 E. Broad St. Westfield, New
Jersey on Monday morning, November
24, 2008 at 10:30 a.m. for the purpose of
hearing all persons interested in the matter of assessments now about to be made
for the benefits conferred the improvements heretofore made as local improvements under the provisions of the following ordinance:
SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2141
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
SIDEWALKS AT VARIOUS
LOCATIONS

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar, 1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd
flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC. 148 x 200 property. $2,995,000. WSF0065

Annmarie Switzer
Tax Assessor
1 T - 10/30/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES AWARD BY THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CONTRACTOR: Richard C. Mariani,
Esq.; Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak
and Stewart, P.C., 10 Madison Avenue,
Morristown, New Jersey 07960
NATURE OF SERVICE: For special
legal counsel in his representation of Thomas E. Atkins, former Township Manager,
in an employment matter (Lonergan v.
Township of Scotch Plains, et als.)
DURATION: Completion of above.
AMOUNT: Not to exceed $15,000. and
billed at the hourly rate of $225 for Richard
Mariani, Esq. and $200 per hr. for any
other support, and to be applied toward
fees and costs for those services which
shall be subject to the approval of the
Township Attorney and which are not covered by insurance.
THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF THE TOWNSHIP CLERK.
Barbara Riepe
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/30/08, The Times Fee: $23.46

Westfield . . . Warmth & ambiance fill this charming CH Col in the heart of Wychwood.
8 RMS, 3 BRS, 2 ½ BTH home on 80 x 149 property. Plantation front porch, LR foyer &
DR w/refinished floors, beaut detail molding. Custom new’r Dudick KIT w/granite, cherry
cabs, bright FR with modified ceiling. 2 zn CAC, 2 new BTHS, refin. many new wndws,
& extensive exterior upgrades. $899,000.

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
908-233-5555 Ext. 169

some huge tackles behind the line
and forced Sayrewoods to punt.
Glasco raced downfield for a 38-yard
return, which put Westfield in excellent field position. Sayrewoods intercepted and shifted the momentum.
They scored a touchdown and added
the extra point.
In the second half, Nick LaFace,
Tim Walsh and Fitzhenry came up
with big tackles. Jack Colwell stopped
a possible big gain but Sayrewoods
threw for a long touchdown pass.
Keegan Hess blocked the extra point.
Quarterback Joe Burke threw for
short yardage to Rotondo and connected with Matt Webb for some extra yardage and first downs but
We3stfield failed to score.
Westfield will host Scotch PlainsFanwood this Sunday at 1 p.m.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Jack Curry following fullbacks Chris
Cerrachio and Jack Gorelick loosened up the defense then Murray, on
a reverse, sped for a 50-yard touchdown run. Linemen Erik Swanson,
Liam Heinbokel, Ethan Prevoznak,
Michael O’Connor, Justin Lin, J.D.
Marner and Hopper Murray provided
strong blocking on the next offensive
Wide receiver Jared Glassman
grabbed a pass from QB Chris
Boutsikaris to end the half.
In the second half, Murray Gorelick
broke several tackles and bolted to a 63yard touchdown with downfield blocks
fromAlex Knepper and Hopper Murray.
Quarterback Nick Mele ran in the conversion. Next, safety Will Stern made
an interception. Curry added a 25-yard
touchdown run that began with a kickout block by wide receiver Ben Meltzer.
Mele added the conversion. Westfield
got the ball back for one last play, which
saw Mele turn a quarterback sneak into
a 51-yard TD.

IN HOT PURSUIT…Westfield PAL B player Chris Wright, No. 64, pursues a
Sayrewoods runner and makes the tackle for lost yards. Noah Penders, No 50,
Peter Apicella, No. 3, and Chip Mulrooney, No. 73, join in.

Westfield PAL B Defeats
Sayrewoods Grid Kids, 25-0
The Westfield PAL B football team
defeated host Sayrewoods, 25-0, on
October 26. Westfield will host Scotch
Plains this Sunday at Kehler Stadium
at 3 p.m.
Jack Levine had an explosive 25yard run to open the game but
Sayrewoods eventually took over.
Westfield pushed Sayrewoods back
to their 15-yard line to force a punt.
Jack Levine, quarterback Eric Shor
and Ian Hutchinson advanced the ball
then Shor connected with Holden
Ehrhart for a touchdown. The extra
point attempt missed. Defensive pres-

WBA to Hold Clinic
On November 15
The Westfield Basketball Association (WBA), which is the town’s
basketball organization for kids
leagues, both travel and in-town,
will be holding a basketball clinic
on Saturday, November 15, at 1-4
p.m. at the High School. The guest
speakers will be Sue Wicks, exWNBAer and Rutgers alum, and
Neil Horne. Boo Bowers and Dave
Brown will also be there to assist.

The Wil Kehler Benefit
Sponsored by the Westfield Jaycees
Saturday, November 29 starting at 7 p.m.
Temple Emanu-El, 756 E. Broad St. Westfield
For more information and to purchase tickets, please email:

TheWilKehlerBenefitFund@yahoo.com
or call (908) 654-0417
www.WilKehlerFund.com or
www.westfieldjaycees.com

sure resulted in Dylan Elliott intercepting a hastily thrown pass. Westfield
marched downfield behind the outstanding blocking of linemen Joe
Scaglione, David Kane, Jack Kessler,
Elliott and Chip Mulrooney. Shor connected with Ehrhart again for a touchdown. The extra point attempt failed.
Michael Carlino, Noah Penders,
Colin Studwell, Thomas Gerris recorded tackles early in the second
half. Chris Wright came up with a
huge tackle for lost yards on a fourth
down and Westfield took over on the
Sayrewoods 19 yard line. Levine and
Hutchinson got to work for another
touchdown. The extra point attempt
failed.
Tyler Debbie and James Fischer
added impressive tackles and Thomas Gerris made an interception.
Thomas Anderson and Ian Hutchinson
took turns driving the ball down the
field. Brennan Sumner provided great
blocking for Hutchinson 35-yard
touchdown run. Anderson ran in the
extra point. Defensemen Penders and
Studwell provided key tackles
Mulrooney had a QB sack to prevent
Sayrewoods from scoring.
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

FOR SALE BY OWNER

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,
Available December 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month
(201) 891-1130

403 Sycamore Ave, SP
Great Starter Home!
2/3BR, 1BA, Corner Lot,
New Roof, Siding, Back Porch
Price Just Reduced!
Call Carolyn (908) 490-1239

APARTMENT FOR RENT

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT

Westfield, Northside. Attractive
2BR duplex near town & transp.
CAC, W/D, DW, HWFlrs, Garage.
$1800/mo. + utils. No Fee.
(908) 568-1217

Ground floor three room office
suite in Scotch Plains currently
occupied by attorney. Ideal for
1-3 people looking for quiet work
space. $995.00 per month, includes telephone and internet. Call
Joe at (908) 296-2142 for details.
210 Haven Avenue

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

Caregiver/nanny/housekeeper
from Europe will take care of your
school age kids or elderly
parents. Will do laundry, shop,
cook, clean, drive and all chores
just to make your life easier.
CHHA, own car, NJ DL. Live out.
14 yrs of exp.- refer. avail. F/T
(732) 388-7008

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE
TAX ASSESSOR
Notice is hereby given the Tax Assessor
of the Town of Westfield will meet in the
Tax Assessor’s Office in the Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey on Monday morning, November 24, 2008 at 10:00 a.m. for the purpose
of hearing all persons interested in the
matter of assessments now about to be
made for the benefits conferred the improvements heretofore made as local improvements under the provisions of the
following ordinance:

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

Annmarie Switzer
Tax Assessor
1 T - 10/30/08, The Leader Fee: $21.42

editor@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF AWARD
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education awarded the following contracts for
professional services pursuant to 18A:18A.5.a(1). The resolution of award and the
contracts listed below are available for public inspection at the Office of the Board
Secretary located at Evergreen Avenue & Cedar Street from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday:
Name
Nature of Award
Potter Architects
Architectural Services
Faridy Veisz Fraytak PC Architectural Services
Energy for America
Energy Services

Contract Period Contract Amount
7/1/08-6/30/09
Per Project
7/1/08-6/30/09
Per Project
7/1/08-6/30/09
$79,884.00

Anthony Del Sordi, Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Fee: $28.56

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091
Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

The Leader • The Times
New Subscriber • Renewal
One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76
College $20 (September - May)
Name
Address
City

State

ZIP

Phone #
Cash

Check

Charge

CC #
Sec. Code:

Exp. Date
Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

press@goleader.com

************

CUSTOMER SERVICE REP
FOR STATE FARM
INSURANCE AGENCY
IN MOUNTAINSIDE
This position requires excellent
People, Telephone & Computer
skills. PC license preferred but
willing to train right person.
For consideration,
email or fax resume:
(908) 233-6655
gene.lord.bug3@statefarm.com

************
CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed
Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.
CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

•

www.goleader.com

We Reach People... Not Driveways!

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

SPECIAL ORDINANCE NO. 2139
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING
FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF
SIDEWALKS AT VARIOUS
LOCATIONS

Payment

HELP WANTED

Library Page for re-shelving
materials and ensuring shelf order.
Must be able to push wheeled
book trucks. $7.15 hourly. E-mail
to wmlpersonnel@wmlnj.org,
attention Kathy Muhm, Westfield
Library, 550 E. Broad St.,
Westfield. No phone calls. EOE.

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

1 T - 10/30/08, The Times

CLASSIFIEDS

The Board of Adjustment of the Town of
Westfield, New Jersey will meet on November 10, 2008 in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for bulk (c) and use (d)
variance(s) from the requirements of the
Westfield Land Use Ordinance.
Robert and Lisa Wendel, 704 Lenox
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
retain a 6 foot fence located in the town
right of way in the street side yard of a
corner lot contrary to Sections 12.06 and
12.07C of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance does not allow fences in the town
right of way (use “d” variance). Ordinance
allows a maximum fence height of 4 feet
for fences located in the street side yard of
a corner lot. Proposed is 6 feet (bulk “c”
variance).
John & Liz Duffy, 106 Dickson Road,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
one story addition to the rear of the house
contrary to Section 11.07E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side
yard setback of 10 feet. Proposed is 6.26
feet.
Tom & Maura Lezynski, 226 Canterbury Road, Applicant seeks permission
to construct a one story addition and a two
story addition contrary to Sections 11.06E6
and 12.03 C, D, & E of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance requires a side yard
setback of 15 feet. Proposed is 10 feet and
7.51 feet. Ordinance requires a front yard
setback of 44.61 feet. Proposed is + 43
feet 6 inches.
Patrick Collins, 520 Kimball Turn,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
one story addition to the rear of the house
contrary to Section 11.07E7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 30.5
feet.
Diane Boufarah, 556 Bradford Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to construct one and two story additions and to
modify the existing roof height contrary to
Sections 11.08E7 and 11.08E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a rear
yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 21.5
feet from the modified roof and + 33 feet
from the new addition to the rear lot line.
Ordinance requires a front yard setback of
44.1 feet. Proposed is 41.4 feet.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen A. Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment
1 T- 10/30/08, The Times
Fee: $60.18

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
The Town Council of the Town of
Westfield introduced ordinances on October 28, 2008. Copies of these ordinances
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, except
holidays.
GENERAL ORDINANCE 1924
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 6
“ANIMALS AND FOWL” ARTICLE II ‘DOGS’ AS IT RELATES TO LICENSE FEE.
This ordinance changes the licensing
fee for dogs to $16.00 for spayed or neutered dogs and $19.00 for dogs that have
not been spayed or neutered. The ordinance also changes the late fee to $8.00 if
license is obtained after January 31st of the
licensing year and changes the fee for a
duplicate license due to loss to $5.00.
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1925
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 36
This ordinance changes the daily filming
fee from $1,000 per day to $1,500 per day.
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1926
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13
This ordinance adds areas on North
Avenue to the areas where stopping or
standing are prohibited directly related to
the newly installed traffic light at Crossway
Place and also establishes handicapped
parking spaces on Downer Street and
North Avenue West.
GENERAL ORDINANCE 1927
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 6
“ANIMALS AND FOWL” ARTICLE IIA. ‘CATS’ AS IT RELATES TO LICENSE FEE.
This ordinance changes the licensing
fee for cats to $10.00 per year for spayed
or neutered cats and $13.00 for cats that
have not been spayed or neutered. The
ordinance also changes the late fee to
$8.00 if license is obtained after January
31st of the licensing year and changes the
fee for a duplicate license due to loss to
$5.00.
These ordinances are scheduled for
adoption on Wednesday, November 12,
2008 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be reached, in the Council
Chambers, Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
which time and place any person who may
be interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance.
Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk
1 T - 10/30/08, The Leader Fee: $60.69
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VOLVO SUV

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
POLICE DISPATCHER
Fanwood Police Department is
accepting applications for parttime police dispatchers (two 12hour shifts per week, 7pm to 7am,
with rotating schedule). Applicant
should be able to handle stressful
situations. Experience and
computer skills are needed.
Applications can be found at
www.fanwoodpolicedepartment.com,
under
job
opportunities/
preliminary application, and
mailed to Borough Clerk,
75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, NJ 07023 along with
resume, or e-mailed to
clerk@visitfanwood.com.
Respond by November 21, 2008.

2004 Volvo XC90 T6 AWD-SUV.
44,000 miles, Good Condition,
6CD player, sun roof, champagne w/tan leather. Seats 7.
Great in snow, $18,500.
Call Clint at (908) 451-5185

21 year old local company in
medical service industry is seeking
a mature and dependable
individual for full-time Office
Manager position. Excellent
salary, benefits and future
opportunity. Email resume to
ortables@medrecon.com
NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING
If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!
Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.
Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Chambers at the Municipal building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey on
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 at 10:00
a.m.
INTEGRIAN DIGITAL CAMERA PATROLLER SYSTEMS
FOR THE WESTFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
Proposals must be delivered at the place
and before the hour mentioned in a sealed
envelope marked “Integrian Digital Camera Patroller-2 Systems for the Westfield
Police Department” bearing the name and
address of the bidder, addressed to the
Town of Westfield, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, and must be in the
office of the Clerk ON OR BEFORE THE
HOUR NAMED.
Bids must be accompanied by a proposal guarantee in the form of a certified
check, cashier’s check or bid bond in an
amount of 10% of the total bid, payable to
the Town of Westfield. Each proposal must
be accompanied by a surety company
certification stating that the said Surety
Company will provide the bidder with the
required performance bond in the full
amount to be contracted.
Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 pl 1975 supplement for the law against discrimination
(Affirmative Action). Bidders statement of
ownership, as required by Chapter 33 of
the Public Laws of 1977, must be submitted with all bids.
Bidders must submit valid State of New
Jersey Business Registration Certificate.
Specifications and proposal forms may
be examined and picked up at the Town of
Westfield, Police Department Records
Bureau, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m.
The Mayor and Council reserve the right
to reject any and all bids, also waive any
informality if it is deemed advisable so to
do.
John Parizeau
Chief of Police
1 T - 10/30/08, The Leader Fee: $46.92
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Additions & Renovations

732-381-3463
NJ Lic. # 13VH03815200

Harmony Wood Renewal LLC
98% Dust Free

WOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING
KITCHEN CABINET
RESTORATION
Repairs & Installations
No Mess Left Behind
Licensed & Insured

732-790-0939

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

CLASSIC CONSTRUCTION

:::*2.(17&20

CARPENTER
GENERAL
CONTRACTOR

No Job is Too Small or Too Big
#ARPENTRY s 0AINTING
2OOFING s -ASONRY
www.classicconstructionservice.com

908 233 6161

MASONRY
REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys
Porches • Steps
Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242
Cell: 732-421-0033
40 Years Experience

Marigliano
Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Ed & the Boys
Home renovations and
handyman service.
Kitchens, baths,
basements, additions
and more.
For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

973-819-5720

READING & WRITING
support for students in
grade 1-3 by qualified teacher.
Please call (908) 723-3539

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY

General Contractor
& Residential Builder
1HZ+RPHV
$GGLWLRQV
$OWHUDWLRQV
5HQRYDWLRQV
5HVWRUDWLRQ
.LWFKHQV
%DWKURRPV
+RPH7KHDWHU

HOMEWORK, LET ME HELP

DECKS
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
BASEMENTS and
of course ADDITIONS
John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Susan Massa Real
Estate Broker Speaks
with Gov. Jon Corzine
WESTFIELD – On October 23, Susan Massa, a real estate broker with
Burgdorff ERA in Westfield, spoke
with Governor Jon Corzine, State Senate President Richard Codey and
Speaker of the General Assembly Joseph Roberts.
The day in Trenton was to discuss
the key issues that have an impact on
property owners and the real estate
industry, including realty transfer fees
and property taxes. The speaking
points, Affordable homeowners and
flood insuance. Realty transfer fees
(home Sales Tax) and Eminent Domain. The discussion concluded with
the strong emphasis on the correlation between the housing market and
a strong economy.
Paid Bulletin Board

Antiques Appraisal
On Tap This Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum, located at 614 Mountain Avenue in Westfield, will hold an
Antiques Appraisal Affair this Sunday,
November 2, from 2 to 4:30 p.m.
Attendees are invited to bring their
hand-carried heirlooms and collectibles
to be identified and evaluated by experienced dealers. The dealers donating
their time and expertise for this event
include Lynn Caporoso of Country
Cottage Antiques in Scotch Plains,
Robert Selig of Parse House Sales at
Country Cottage Antiques of Scotch
Plains and Ina Giardina of the Summit Antiques Center in Summit.
Requested donations will be $4
for appraisal of one item or $10 for
three items. All proceeds will support educational programs at the
museum. Participants are asked not
to bring any very large items, weapons or firearms. Complimentary refreshments will be served. Tours of
the museum will not be conducted
that day. For more information, call
the museum office at (908) 232-1776.
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America First
goleader.com Election Coverage 2008
Election Day is Tuesday, November 4, 2008

John McCain/Sarah Palin or Barack Obama/Joe Biden
For President and Vice President of the United States of America
John McCain for President
Sarah Palin for Vice President
Party Affiliation: Republican
Website: johnmccain.com
Phone: (703) 418-2008
McCain Professional Background:
Senator McCain served for 22 years
in the United States Navy as a naval
aviator. He retired from the Navy in
1981 and was elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives from Arizona in 1982. Senator McCain graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in
1958. After graduation, he entered
the Navy. From 1982 to 1986, Senator McCain represented the first congressional district of Arizona in the
U.S. House of Representatives. In
1986, he was elected to the U.S. Senate from Arizona, where he has remained since. He is the Ranking
Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, and serves as a mem-

ber of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation.
He also serves on the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.
Palin Professional Background:
Sarah Louise Heath Palin is the governor of Alaska. Palin was a member
of the Wasilla, Alaska city council
from 1992 to 1996 and mayor from
1996 to 2002. She was elected governor of Alaska in November 2006. She
is the first female governor of Alaska,
and the youngest person elected to
the position. She is the first woman to
run on the Republican Party's presidential ticket and the first Alaskan
nominee of either major party. A
graduate of University of Idaho, she
completed her Bachelor of Science
degree in communications-journalism in 1987.

Summary: Candidates
Seeking Office in Region
President & Vice President of the United States (4 years)
Barack Obama/Joe Biden (D) - John McCain/Sarah Palin (R) - Bob Barr (Ind)
- Ralph Nader (Ind)
United States Senator for New Jersey (6 years)
Frank Lautenberg (D, I) - Dick Zimmer (R)
United States House of Representatives, NJ 7th District (2 years)
Linda Stender (D) - Leonard Lance (R) - Michael Hsing (Ind)
Union County Freeholders (3 years, vote for three)
Angel Estrada (Elizabeth, D,I) - Rick Proctor (Rahway, D,I) - Nancy Ward
(Linden, D,I) - John Russitano (Westfield, R) - Michael Yakubov (Roselle
Park, R) - Joseph Franchino (Berkeley Heights, R)
Berkeley Heights Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joseph G. Bruno (R) - Elaine Perna (R) - Alexandra Chirinos (D) - Charles
Hasz (D)
Clark Mayor (4 years)
Gary Slodowski (D) - Sal Bonaccorso (R,I)
Clark Council (3 years, vote for three)
Diane Lanigan (D) - Nancy Sheridan (D) - Nancy Shanahan (D) - Alvin Barr
(R) - Sheila Whiting (R) - Angel Albanese (R)
Cranford Council (3 years, vote for two)
Daniel Aschenbach (D) - Kevin Illing (D) - Christopher Drew (R) - Mark
Dugan (R)
Elizabeth Mayor (4 years)
Chris Bollwage (D,I) - Albert Martin (R)
Elizabeth Council (4 years, vote for three, unopposed)
Edward Jackus (D) - Patricia Perkins-Auguste (D) - Frank Cuesta (D)
Fanwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Joan Wheeler (D,I) - Russell Huegel (D) - Robert Manduca (R) - Mike Lee
Szuch (R)
Garwood Council (3 years, vote for two)
Jonathan Linken (D) - Louis Petruzzelli (D) - Timothy Hak (R) - Patricia
Quattrocchi (R)
Hillside (No election this year)
Kenilworth Council
(3 years, vote for two): Kevin Leary, Jr. (R) - Scott Klinder (R) - Robert
Beiner (D) - Darrin McMahon (D)
(1 year unexpired term): Salvatore Candarella (R) - Cheryl Pantina (D)
Linden Council (3 years)
4th Ward (unopposed): Derek Armstead (D)
6th Ward: Robert Sadowski (D) - Diane Wilverding (Ind)
8th Ward: Michele Yamakaitis (D) - Elaine Lubas (Ind)
10th Ward: Richard Puschel (Dem) - Bruce M. Howe (Ind)
Mountainside Council (3 years, vote for two, unopposed)
Keith Turner (R) - Paul Mirabelli (R)
New Providence Council (3 years, vote for two)
Armand Galluccio (R) - Vincas Vyzas (R) - Norman Samodovitz (D)
Plainfield Council (4 years)
At-large: Annie McWilliams (D) - Deborah Dowe (R)
1st Ward (unopposed, 2 year): William Reid (D)
3rd Ward (unopposed, 4 year): Adrian Mapp (D)
Rahway Council (4 years)
1st Ward: Bobby Akbar (D) - Lawrence Bodine (R)
2nd Ward: Michael Cox (D) - Ken Lund (R)
3rd Ward: Jerome Scaturo (D) - Bryan DesRochers (R)
4th Ward (unopposed): David Brown (D)
5th Ward: Jennifer Wenson Maier (D) - James Pekarofski (R)
6th Ward: Samson David Steinman (D) - Kevin Retcho (R)
Roselle Council (3 years, unopposed)
1st Ward: Yves François Aubourg (D)
3rd Ward: Cecilia Dallis Ricks (D)
Roselle Park Council (3 years)
At-large: Carl Hokanson (D) - J. Ricky Badillo (R)
1st Ward: Laurence Dinardo (D) - Joel Reed (R)
Scotch Plains Mayor and Council (4 years)
Mayoral: Kevin Glover (D) - Nancy Malool (R)
Council: Theresa Mullen (D) - Mary De Paola (R)
Springfield Council (3 years)
Hugh Keffer (D) - Jerry Fernandez (R) - Steven Grau (Ind)
Summit Council (3 years)
1st Ward (unopposed): Ellen Dickson (R)
2nd Ward: Terri Tauber (D) - Michael Vernotico (R)
Union Township Council (3 years unopposed)
Joseph Florio (D)
Westfield (No election this year)
Winfield Council (3 years)
Oneida Braithwaite (D) - Robert Reilly (R)

Election and Political Websites
Additional election information
can be found online at goleader.com;
at the Union County Board of Elections website, ucnj.org; at the state
election website, elec.state.nj.us,

and at the federal election website,
fec.gov. Union County political
party
websites
are
unioncountygop.org
and
unioncountydems.com.

Barack Obama for President
Joe Biden for Vice President

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TACKLING THE ISSUES...Democratic Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD22, Fanwood), foreground, and Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23, Clinton), background, display their enthusiasm at the debate Tuesday night, September 16, in
Scotch Plains at the Jewish Community Center (JCC). Both are candidates for
Congress in the 7th Congressional District.
Public Question #1

The following Public Question will appear on the
November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot
VOTERS TO APPROVE STATE AUTHORITY BONDS
PAYABLE FROM STATE APPROPRIATIONS

YES

Do you approve the proposed amendment to the State Constitution
which provides that, after this amendment becomes part of the
Constitution, a law enacted thereafter that authorizes State debt
created through the sale of bonds by any autonomous public
corporate entity, established either as an instrumentality of the State
or otherwise exercising public and essential governmental functions,
such as an independent State authority, which debt or liability has a
pledge of an annual appropriation as the ways and means to pay
the interest of such debt or liability as it falls due and pay and
discharge the principal of such debt, will be subject to voter
approval, unless the payment of the debt is made subject to
appropriations of an independent non-State source of revenue paid
by third persons for the use of the object or work bonded for, or are
from a source of State revenue otherwise required to be
appropriated pursuant to another provision of the Constitution?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

NO

This amendment to the State Constitution will require voter approval
of new laws that allow the State to borrow money by issuing bonds
through any State agency or independent authority backed by a
pledge of an annual appropriation to pay the principal and interest
on the bonds. New laws to allow the issuance of these State
authority bonds for State government purposes will be subject to
voter approval. State courts have ruled that the State constitutional
requirement that the Legislature and Governor must seek voter
approval for bonded debt does not apply to such borrowing. That
requirement is followed only for proposed State bonds that contain a
binding, non-repealable pledge to pay off the bonds directly with
State taxes. Most State authority bonds can be issued without voter
approval because the payment of the bonds is backed only by a
promise of the Legislature and the Governor that they will enact
appropriations in the future to meet the bond payments. The courts
have said this is a legal means of avoiding submitting the issuance
of debt for voter approval. Laws to permit such debt that are
enacted after this amendment becomes part of the Constitution will
have to authorize voter referenda for approval of such debts.
Exceptions to voter approval for authority bonds will be permitted if
the bonds are to be paid off from 1) a source of revenue dedicated
by the State Constitution, which only the voters can establish, or 2)
an independent non-State government source of payments for use of
projects built or obtained with the borrowed money, such as
highway tolls or user fees.
Nina Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State

Public Question #2

The following Public Question will appear on the
November 4, 2008 General Election Ballot
PROVIDES THAT METHOD OF SELECTION AND
APPOINTMENTOF CERTAIN MUNICIPAL COURT
JUDGES BE SETBY STATUTE RATHER THAN
BY THE CONSTITUTION.
Shall the amendment to Article VI, Section VI, paragraph 1 of the
New Jersey Constitution, agreed to by the Legislature, providing
that judges of inferior courts with jurisdiction extending to more than
YES one municipality be appointed as provided in law rather than as
provided in the Constitution which requires nomination by the
Governor and appointment with the advice and consent of the
Senate, be approved?

INTERPRETIVE STATEMENT

NO

This constitutional amendment would provide that the method of
selection and appointment of certain municipal court judges would
be set by statute, rather than be provided for in the Constitution.
These judges may include judges of joint municipal courts and
judges of central municipal courts with jurisdiction extending to the
territorial boundaries of a county. This constitutional amendment
does not preclude the possibility that a statute would continue to
provide for nomination by the Governor with the advice and consent
of the Senate, but it does permit a statute to set forth another
method of selection and appointment that may not involve the
Governor and the Senate.
Nina Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State

Party Affiliation: Democrat
Website: barackobama.com
Phone: (866) 675-2008
Obama Professional Background:
Senator Obama practiced as a civil
rights lawyer in Chicago before running for the Illinois State Senate. He
served for eight years in the Illinois
State Senate and in 2004 was elected
to the U.S. Senate, where he has served
since. Senator Obama graduated from
Columbia University in 1983. He went
on to earn a law degree from Harvard
University in 1991.
Experience: During his eight years
in the Illinois State Senate, Senator
Obama worked with Democrats and
Republicans to help create programs
to aid working families. In the U.S.
Senate, he has served as a member of

the Veterans’ Affairs Committee and
has been an advocate of ethics reform
in Congress.
Biden Professional Background:
Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr., born November 20, 1942, is the senior United
States Senator from Delaware. He is
both the Democratic vice presidential
nominee for the November 2008 presidential election and a candidate for
re-election in the U.S. Senate. He was
born in Scranton, Pa. prior to moving
to Delaware. He became an attorney
in 1969 and was first elected to the
Senate in 1972. He has served for the
sixth-longest period among current
senators. If elected, he will be the first
Roman Catholic Vice President and
the first Vice President from Delaware.

Bob Barr for President
Wayne Root for Vice President
Party Affiliation: Libertarian
Website: bobbarr2008.com
Professional Background: Mr. Barr
represented the 7th District of Georgia in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1995 to 2003, serving as a
senior member of the Judiciary Committee, as Vice-Chairman of the Government Reform Committee, and as a
member of the Committee on Financial Services. He now practices law
with the Law Offices of Edwin
Marger, and runs a consulting firm,
Liberty Strategies LLC, headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia and with
offices in the Washington, D.C. area.
Mr. Barr graduated from the University of Southern California in 1970,

earned a masters degree from George
Washington University in 1972 and
received his law degree from
Georgetown University in 1977. From
2003 to 2008, Mr. Barr occupied the
21st Century Liberties Chair for Freedom and Privacy at the American
Conservative Union.
Since 1997, he has served as a
Board Member of the National Rifle
Association. Mr. Barr is also a member of The Constitution Project’s Initiative on Liberty and Security, and
he served from 2003 to 2005 as a
member of a project at the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard
University addressing matters of privacy and security.

Ralph Nader for President
Matt Gonzalez for Vice President
Party Affiliation: Independent
Website: votenader.org
Nader Professional Background: Mr.
Nader is a consumer advocate, lawyer
and author. For over four decades Mr.
Nader has exposed problems and organized citizens into public interest groups.
Mr. Nader was born in Winsted, Connecticut on February 27, 1934, to Rose
and Nathra Nader, immigrants from
Lebanon. In 1955, Mr. Nader received
an AB magna cum laude from the
Woodrow Wilson School of International Affairs, Princeton University. In

1958, he received a law degree from
Harvard Law School. After a six-month
spell in the Army in 1959, Mr. Nader
traveled through Latin America, Africa
and Europe as a freelance journalist. He
began practicing law in Hartford, Connecticut in 1959. In 1969, he helped
found the Center for Study of Responsive Law (CSRL), a non-profit organization staffed mostly by college, graduate and law students. Those students
became known as “Nader's Raiders”
and studied and issued reports on a
variety of consumer issues.

Frank Lautenberg for United States
Senate for New Jersey
Party Affiliation: Democrat
He served his first term in the U.S.
Website: lautenbergfornj.com
Senate in 1982, and was re-elected in
Phone: (973) 849-1800
1988, 1994 and 2002. DurProfessional Backing his first three terms,
ground:
Senator
he worked to help balance
Lautenberg co-founded
the federal budget, ban
and served as chairman
smoking on airplanes and
and CEO of Automatic
implement more gun conData Processing, the
trol laws. Since the beginUnited States’ first payning of his fourth term, he
roll services company. He
has introduced legislation
was elected to the U.S.
to provide more HomeSenate in 1982.
land Security resources
Mr. Lautenberg attended
for New Jersey. He serves
Columbia University,
as the ranking Democrat
Frank Lautenberg
graduating in 1949 with a
on the subcommittee on
degree in economics.
global warming.

Richard Zimmer for United States
Senator from New Jersey
Party Affiliation: Republican
ated from Yale University with a deWebsite: zimmerforsenate.com
gree in political science. He then went
Phone: (609) 844-1108
on to receive his law degree from Yale
Professional BackLaw School. Mr. Zimmer
ground: Mr. Zimmer beserved as a member of the
gan his legal career with
New Jersey state legislathe firm Cravath, Swaine
ture for nine years. He
& Moore. He then worked
was chairman of the State
as an attorney for Johnson
Government Committee
& Johnson at its headquarand a member of the State
ters in New Jersey. He
Revenue, Finance and
served on the board of diAppropriations Commitrectors for a number of
tee. In 1990, Mr. Zimmer
Johnson & Johnson subwas elected to the U.S.
sidiaries. After leaving
House of Representatives
Congress, he joined an
from New Jersey’s 12th
Dick Zimmer
international law firm and
Congressional District,
represented New Jersey’s
where he served three
non-profit nursing homes against re- terms. He authored Meghan’s Law,
ductions in Medicaid funding. He which requires parents to be notified
now practices law at the firm of Gibson when a convicted sex offender moves
Dunn & Crutcher. Mr. Zimmer gradu- into their neighborhood.
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This Tuesday, Vote for
Positive Change for Scotch Plains
This Tuesday,Vote to Restore
Fiscal Responsibility
Kevin Glover and Theresa Mullen are committed to restoring fiscal responsibility
to the management of township funds. Kevin Glover is the only member of our
council who has consistently voted against fiscally irresponsible budgets. He
and Theresa Mullen are committed to being better caretakers of township
assets and promoting sound fiscal policies that save taxpayers money.

This Tuesday,Vote to Stabilize
Property Taxes

Glover
DEMOCRAT FOR MAYOR

Kevin Glover and Theresa Mullen know that stabilizing local property taxes is the
key to a better quality of life for Scotch Plains residents. That’s why they will
stop the tax, spend and borrow practices of their opponents and cut waste and
inefficiencies to hold spending down. While working to promote sound
budgeting, they will end the practice of forcing residents to pay higher taxes for
shortfalls in leadership and practical planning within our municipal government.

This Tuesday,Vote to Provide
Leadership and Accountability

Theresa

Mullen
DEMOCRAT FOR COUNCIL

Kevin Glover and Theresa Mullen will restore leadership and accountability to
Scotch Plains by opening every aspect of municipal government to public
scrutiny. As a councilman, Kevin Glover orchestrated development of a revitalized
town website which features town council video on demand. Kevin also insisted
on publishing town budget information for the first time in town history. Kevin
Glover and Theresa Mullen will promote regular financial and operational reviews
of township budget and expenses throughout the year.

www.scotchplainsdems.org

VOTE COLUMN A
Kevin

POLLS OPEN
6 AM – 8 PM

Phone: 908-265-3283

Positive Change. Real Results.
Paid for by Election Fund Glover/Mullen; Phil Wiener, Treasurer
24 Copperfield Road, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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Kevin Glover for Mayor
Party Affiliation: Democrat
kglover@scotchplainsnj.com
Professional Background: Mr.
Glover served as a senior vice president and principal at Donaldson,
Lufkin & Jenrette and as corporate
vice president at Drexel Burnham
Lambert. Most recently, as principal
of his own facilities advisory firm, he
has successfully consulted and advised several financial services and
corporate companies on their office
space needs. He has over 35 years of

Scotch Plains

corporate experience, managing 3million square feet of office space and
administering telecommunication
voice networks globally.
Experience: Mr. Glover currently
serves as Scotch Plains Councilman.
Mr. Glover has coached youth sports
and has raised over $1 million for The
United Way, the New Jersey Tournament of Champions, The Boy Scouts,
The Boys and Girls Club, SIDS, the
Eden School in Princeton and the Make
A Wish Foundation.

Theresa Mullen for Council
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Professional Background: She has
been active in the local Democratic
Party since moving to Scotch Plains
five years ago, and has been a committee representative for the 14th District
for the past few years. She and her
husband, Scott Phillips, a captain in
the Kenilworth Police Department,
have three young children. Ms. Mullen
has practiced as a trial lawyer in New

Jersey for 14 years and is an officer of
the Union County Bar Association,
and presently the co-chairperson of the
county bar’s Civil Practice Committee. She was also a member of the
Scotch Plains Memorial Day Committee.
Education: Ms. Mullen received a
bachelor’s degree from Lehigh University in 1989 and received a J.D.
from Albany Law School in 1993.

years ago for $1 million, but sadly sits
overgrown with high weeds and grass.
By voting for me and my running mate,
you will be voting for advocates and
defenders of citizens’ rights. I supported
the residents surrounding McGinn Elementary School who opposed erecting a
10-story cell tower within close proximity of our school. I brought to the council’s
attention clear proof of land clearing, tree
pruning and illegal dumping next to the
proposed construction site, which is a
state protected wetland site.
It’s time to bring common sense back to
our municipal government. These are
clearly difficult times and we all now feel
the results of our past tax and spend practices coupled with a lack of oversight.
Although I believe we will get through this
economic crisis, we need to start now.
With your vote, Theresa Mullen and I
will begin to bring about real change with
positive results to our town. With your
vote, we can and will begin to make our
township even better.
Candidate Kevin Glover (D) for
Mayor of Scotch Plains

CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR...Councilman Kevin Glover (D) and Councilwoman Nancy Malool (R) seek election to the 4-year term of Scotch Plains Mayor
on Election Day, Tuesday, November 4.

Nancy Malool for Mayor
Party Affiliation: Republican
NancyMalool@verizon.net
malool-depaolaforscotchplains.org
Professional Background: Ms.
Malool is an attorney with her own
practice in Scotch Plains.
Education: Ms. Malool received
both a bachelor’s degree in Political
Science and a master’s degree in Administration from Fairleigh Dickinson
University. She also attended Wroxton
College in England. She earned a law
degree from the Seton Hall University of Law.

Experience: Ms. Malool has served
on the Scotch Plains Council since
2002, and as deputy mayor in 2006
and 2008. She has also served as a
legislative aide to Assemblymen Alan
Augustine and Tom Kean, Jr. Ms.
Malool has also worked as liaison to
the Senior Citizen Advisory Committee, participated in the Town Center Task Force, the planning board,
the Municipal Alliance Committee,
the cultural arts committee, the local
assistance board and the Scotch Plains
Day Committee.

Party Affiliation: Republican
malool-depaolaforscotchplains.org
(908) 791-2925
mftd0310@TheDePaolaFamily.com
Professional Background: From
1989 to 1993, Mary DePaola was a
structural engineer with Severud Associates Consulting Engineers in New
York.
Education: Mrs. DePaola received
a bachelor's degree in engineering
from Vanderbilt University's School
of Engineering in 1989. Currently,
she is taking the Christine Todd
Whitman Excellence in Public Service Series.

Experience: In September of 2008,
Mrs. DePaola was elected to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
Board of Directors and to the Christine Todd Whitman Excellence in
Public Service Series Board of Governors. She has also been on various
Scotch Plains’ committees and boards
since 2007: the Republican committee, the zoning board of adjustment,
the cultural arts committee, the mayors gala and the Scotch Plains Day
Committee. Mrs. DePaola has been a
member of the McGuinn Elementary
School PTA since 1999 and is also a
lecturer of Native American Culture.

To the Voters from Nancy Malool
CANDIDATES FOR COUNCIL...First-time candidates Theresa Mullen (D, left)
and Mary DePaola (R, right) seek election to the 4-year term on the Scotch Plains
Township Council on Election Day, Tuesday, November 4.

To the Voters from Mary DePaola
As the end of the election season approaches, I have some thoughts to share
with you on the campaign I have shared
with Deputy Mayor Malool.
First, I would like to thank so many of
you for your support and dedication to our
run for office. It is a humbling experience
to have friends and neighbors devote their
time, energy, money and talents to our
effort. It is energizing to see our lawn

To the Voters from Theresa Mullen
I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of you for considering my candidacy for township council. I would like
to especially thank you for taking the time
to talk to Kevin and me about the issues
that are of most concern to you, especially
in these tough economic times that our
country and our township are facing. Over
the past few months, Kevin and I have
tried to reach all of you through our doorto-door campaign, our literature, our
website, our press releases and our recent
interview with The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times, which can be viewed on
the newspaper’s website.
With this downturn in our economy, the
most important issue that our residents
have raised is this town’s ever-increasing
property taxes, coupled with their decreasing property values. Stabilizing taxes has
been the cornerstone of our campaign and,
should the voters elect me to serve, stabi-
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Mary DePaola for Council

To the Voters from Kevin Glover
On Tuesday, November 4, you will
decide the direction of the Scotch Plains
municipal government. By voting for me
for mayor and my running mate Theresa
Mullen for township council you will be
voting to restore a voice to all our citizens
both young and senior alike. As many of
you know, I have been outspoken on the
real issues facing our township’s residents.
My running mate and I are committed
to restoring fiscal responsibility to the
management of township funds. I am the
only member of our council who has
consistently voted against fiscally irresponsible budgets. I am committed to
being a better caretaker of township assets and promoting sound fiscal policies
that save taxpayers money.
Clearly, stabilizing local property taxes
is the key to a better quality of life for
Scotch Plains residents. That’s why we
will stop the tax, spend and borrow practices of our opponents and cut waste and
inefficiencies to hold spending down.
We will restore leadership and accountability to Scotch Plains by opening every
aspect of municipal government to public
scrutiny. As a councilman, I orchestrated
development of a revitalized town website,
which features town council video on demand. I also insisted on publishing complete town budget information for the first
time in town history. We intend to hold
township management accountable by instituting regular performance reviews of
township operations throughout the year.
I will continue to be a friend of recreation, committed to protecting our open
spaces, funding worthwhile projects responsibly, and preserving the character
of our parks for all to enjoy and in which
all can take pride. As many know, the
recreation building at Brookside Park had
fallen into disrepair with restrooms that
were inoperable for years. My persistence resulted in the facility being restored with fully functioning restrooms.
It wasn’t hard to do; it just took a focus on
what was important to our citizens.
Your vote will be a vote for finally
developing a passive park on the former
Terry Lou Zoo site that was purchased 10
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lizing your taxes will be my top priority.
I am committed to being a better caretaker of the township’s assets, to making
our government more transparent and to
promoting regular financial and operational reviews. There is no doubt that
better oversight is needed in this township and that the current borrow, tax and
spend policies need to stop. Without question, better oversight and management of
our township’s assets is the key to saving
our taxpayer’s money.
On November 4, I encourage every
resident to get out and vote as you can
make a difference. If you would like to
see “positive change” in Scotch Plains
and would like to see more responsible
management of your tax dollars, then I
encourage you to vote for Glover/Mullen
on Election Day.
Candidate Theresa Mullen (D) for
Scotch Plains Township Council

NANCY MALOOL
FOR MAYOR

signs and bumper stickers out everywhere.
Thank you for your show of support.
Also, I enjoyed walking Scotch Plains
neighborhoods and meeting many residents personally.
I also want to thank the League of
Women Voters and The Scotch PlainsFanwood Times for holding the candidates forum despite our opponents’ refusal to participate. I was happy to have
the chance to introduce myself to the
residents of Scotch Plains and present my
views.
My desire to be elected to the council is
motivated by my gratitude for finding a
great town – the place where I live and
raise my children. I am the candidate that
bridges the gap from children to seniors.
I say this because I have six children in the
public school system and our extended
family has seniors here also. I understand
their needs and concerns, and the concerns of my peers.
My background in engineering enables me to bring a unique set of problem
solving skills to this office. My years of
service on the cultural arts committee,
mayor’s gala committee, Scotch Plains
Day Committee and the zoning board
speak to my level of dedication to our
town.
I am asking for your vote to be your
next councilwoman.
Candidate Mary DePaola (R) for
Scotch Plains Township Council

I have been privileged and honored to
serve as a councilwoman in this town for
the past six years, and now I respectfully
ask for your vote to become the next
mayor of Scotch Plains. I believe I am the
best choice for this position because of
my experience, my approach and my track
record on policy issues.
Experience – As stated above, I have
served on this council for six years, two of
those years as deputy mayor. Prior to my
first term as an elected official, I served
on several boards and committees, including the planning board, the environmental commission, the cultural arts committee, the ethics review board, and the
tax advisory board.
I have been involved in our community
since the day I moved here almost 14
years ago. Our township manager, Tom
Atkins, has retired after 28 years, and our
current mayor, Marty Marks, is not seeking re-election after serving nine years as
mayor. Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
is also not seeking re-election after serving the township for eight years. With the
loss of their combined 45 years of experience in our local government, I believe
that my years of involvement will provide
continuity and allow us to transition successfully into a new administration.
Approach – I have always taken a positive approach in both my role as a
councilperson and as a candidate. My
running mate, Mary DePaola, and I have
kept our promise to run a clean campaign
in spite of the lies that have been perpetrated about my record. I believe that
people have had enough mudslinging,
that they deserve a truthful campaign
about the issues, and Mary and I have
focused on that. I consider myself an
independent thinker, and I have voted
against measures that my colleagues sup-

ported, but not just for the sake of being
different to try to stand out. On the occasions when I did not agree with my council colleagues, I voted my conscience,
and I have never criticized my colleagues
at a meeting or in letters to the editor.
Even though I have tried to be a consensus-builder on the council, I believe that
debate and disagreement can be beneficial at times. However, it should not be
malicious or spiteful, as it is unprofessional and detrimental for our town.
Policy – I have always taken the stance
that my decisions on the council should
be made keeping the best interests of
Scotch Plains as a whole in mind. I welcome, listen to, and evaluate our residents’ concerns, and then I make a decision accordingly. Elected officials should
be making decisions based on input of
residents, not for political posturing. I
have always done this; my votes have
been responsible and consistent. I have
been responsive, sincere and straightforward in my tenure on the council and
would continue to be as your mayor.
Thank you to so many of you who have
already expressed your support for me,
and I appreciate the consideration of those
of you who have yet to decide.
Candidate Nancy Malool (R) for
Scotch Plains Mayor

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

MARY DEPAOLA
FOR COUNCIL

Nancy Malool’s experience as Deputy Mayor and Mary DePaola’s experience on the zoning board and as a
community volunteer combine to make them the best team to lead Scotch Plains forward. Just as important,
their knowledge of local government gives them the know-how to get immediate results for taxpayers.

THE MALOOL-DEPAOLA PLAN FOR SCOTCH PLAINS
9
Renew civility and integrity to town
government by building consensus and
saying “No” to partisan political bickering

9
Continue enhanced recreational
opportunities for residents of all ages and
create a Center for our senior citizens

9
Improve the downtown business area
through the recently approved Special
Improvement District (SID)

9
Preserve our local open spaces by adding
land to our Conservation Zone inventory and
developing a passive park on the former Zoo
property

9
Maintain and improve town services
without raising fees through continued,
responsible budgeting

9
Implement Eco-Friendly and “green”
policies throughout Scotch Plains

For more information, visit www.Malool-DePaolaForScotchPlains.org
Paid for by Malool and DePaola for Scotch Plains, 2054 Algonquin Dr., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
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Union County Republican Candidates for Freeholder
Westfield Polling Places

Michael Yakubov
John Russitano
& Joe Franchino
5-Point Plan for Union County
Response to Economic Downturn
x Freeze all new hires until 2009. All vacant positions must be
reviewed over the next 60 days to determine whether they will be
funded in 2009.

x Eliminate

or severely limit expenditures.
All county
expenditures are to be reviewed and approved by department
heads prior to being submitted to the county purchasing division.

x Eliminate all non-essential travel. No out-of-county travel (other
than prisoner transfers and other mandatory travel) will
be permitted unless justified, subject to department head and
freeholder Board approval.

x Eliminate taxpayer-funded entertainment expenses. Only hold
events such as Music Fest if they are 100% privately funded.

x Propose spending cuts up to 10 percent. All divisions and
agencies are to submit 2009 budget requests that reflect a 5percent reduction from the adjusted 2008 budget, and to identify
options to reduce budgets an additional 5 percent if necessary.
Paid for by: Republican Committee of Union County, 115 Grove Street E, Westfield, NJ 07090

First Ward
Districts 1 and 2: Roosevelt Intermediate School Gym, 302 Clark Street.
Districts 3, 5 and 7: Franklin Elementary School Auditorium, 700 Prospect Street. Districts 4 and 6:
Westfield Memorial Library, Program Room, 550 East Broad Street.
Second Ward
District 1: Union County Annex, 300
North Avenue.
Districts 2, 3 and 6: Washington Elementary School Auditorium, 900 St.
Marks Avenue.
Districts 4 and 5: Wilson Elementary
School Auditorium, 301 Linden Avenue.
Third Ward
District 1: Westfield Rescue Squad,
335 Watterson Street.
Districts 2, 3 and 4: Edison Intermediate School Gym, 800 Rahway Avenue.
Districts 5, 6 and 7: Jefferson Elementary School Auditorium, 1200
Boulevard.
Fourth Ward
Districts 1 and 2: McKinley Elementary School Auditorium, 500 First
Avenue.
Districts 3 and 4: Westfield High
School Lobby, 550 Dorian Road.
District 5: Jefferson Elementary
School Auditorium, 1200 Boulevard.

Fanwood Polling Places
Districts 1 and 2: Borough Hall, 75 N.
Martine Avenue.
District 3: Children's Specialized Hospital, South Ave.
Districts 4 and 5: Terrill Road Chapel
Districts 6 and 7: Library

Garwood
Polling Places
District 1: Firehouse Building, 415
South Avenue
District 2: Borough Hall, 403 South
Avenue
District 3: Garwood Public Library,
411 Second Avenue
District 4: Garwood Public Library,
411 Second Avenue

Mountainside
Polling Places
Districts 1 and 6: Municipal Building, Court Room, 1385 Route 22.
Districts 2, 7, 8 and 9: Deerfield Elementary School, 302 Central Avenue and School Drive.
Districts 3, 4 and 5: Presbyterian
Church, Assembly Room, Deerpath
and Meeting House Lane.

Courtesy of Carol Kearney

SURPRISE VISIT...A couple claiming to be John McCain and Sarah Palin visit
The Westfield Leader and The Scocth Plains-Fanwood Times Halloween party
Saturday night. They were interviewed by Geno the Clown for their positions on
the November 4 election.

Scotch Plains
Polling Places
Districts 1, 2 and 3: Park Middle
School, New Gym, 580 Park Avenue.
Districts 4 and 5: Scotch Plains Library, Adult Lib. Room, 1927 Bartle
Ave.
Districts 6, 7 and 8: Evergreen School,
New Multipurpose Room, 2280 Evergreen Ave.
District 9: Scotch Plains-Fanwood
H.S., Main Entrance, Westfield Rd.
District 10: Brunner School, Front
Lobby, Westfield Road.
District 11: St. John’s Baptist Church,
Fellowship Hall, 2387 Morse Ave.
Districts 12 and 13: McGinn Elementary School, Center Lobby of Gym
Wing, Roosevelt Avenue.
Districts 14, 15 and 21: Union Catholic High School, Lobby, Martine Ave.
District 16: Union County Vo-Tech
School, Baxel Hall, 1776 Raritan Rd.
Districts 17 and 18: Terrill Middle
School, Aud. Lobby, 1301 Terrill Rd.
Districts 19 and 20: Coles Elementary School, Lobby, 16 Kevin Road.
District 22: Southwyck Village Club
House, 1 Carriage Drive.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21--Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Eric Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
---LD-22--Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asw. Linda Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900
Asm. Jerry Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

General Election,
Vote on Two Public Questions
Public Question 1: Voters Must Approve State Authority Bonds
Payable From State Appropriations (A Yes vote would require voter
approval of bonds and close the current loophole around the
Constitution).
Public Question 2: Amend the Constitution to permit selection
and appointment of certain judges by Statue rather than as currently
required by the Constitution ( A Yes vote would change the Constitution to permit this).

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
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Joan Wheeler for Fanwood Council
Party Affiliation: Democrat
fanwooddems.com
info@FanwoodDems.com
Professional Background: Runnells
Specialized Hospital, Associate Administrator; St. Elizabeth Hospital,
vice president of nursing. Extensive
experience in budgeting and finance
management.
Education: Wagner College,
M.S.N. in Nursing and Business Administration, University of the State
of NewYork (Excelsior College), B.A.

Fanwood

in Nursing; N.J. Licensed Registered
Nurse and Nursing Home Administrator.
Community Service: Fanwood
Council, president, Fanwood Planning
Board, Historic Preservation Commission and Board of Health, Vice Chair
Cornish Heritage Society East, member Soroptomist International,
Westfield chapter, president elect; St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church of Westfield.
Personal Information: Mother of
three children and seven grandchildren.

Russell Huegel for Fanwood Council
Party Affiliation: Democrat
fanwooddems.com
info@FanwoodDems.com
Phone: (908) 313-1136
Professional Background: Mr.
Huegel has been a practicing lawyer
in New Jersey since he passed his Bar
Exam in 1996. He is currently an
attorney for Cosner & Cosner in East
Brunswick.

Education: Mr. Huegel received his
Bachelor of Arts Degree from Stockton College and his Juris Doctor Degree from Pace University.
Experience: From 2001 to 2002,
Mr. Huegel worked as a staff attorney
to the Morgan Stanley Trust Company. After that, until 2004, he worked
as a prosecutor to the Town of
Secaucus.
“blue” race or a “red” race – I am running
in this race for the residents of Fanwood.
My running mate, Russ Huegel, and I
offer real municipal government experience to help safeguard the great community we all love. We will be leaders in the
dialogue with our neighbors about shared
services, the budget process, downtown
redevelopment and public safety. Please
vote for Joan Wheeler and Russell Huegel
on Nov. 4 for the Fanwood Borough
Council.
Candidate Joan Wheeler for
Fanwood Borough Council

Joan Wheeler (D)

Robert Manduca (R)

To the Voters from Russell Huegel
Fanwood is a wonderful community.
As I’ve walked door-to-door during this
campaign for a seat on the borough council, it’s been great meeting so many people
and hearing residents express their pride
in our community. It has also been important to hear your concerns about the
economy and our local municipal budget.
After listening to you these past few
months, I believe we must tackle three
main areas to preserve our community.
First of all, with unfunded mandates by
the state and the federal government putting increasing pressure on our property
taxes, we must examine the Fanwood
budget carefully and trim expenditures
where we can. The borough council, to its
credit, has tightened the purse strings, but
it is imperative that further reductions
must be explored in a sensitive and sensible manner.
At the same time, we must move forward with the revitalization of the downtown area. We need to continue the success of our public-private partnership in
the redevelopment process and maximize
our appeal as a community. By doing this,
we will attract additional revenue so
Fanwood can address its new fiscal realities. Last, but not least, we have to pursue
shared service agreements to a degree not
previously attempted. We should be exploring agreements on equipment use,
services and manpower where it makes
sense for the residents of Fanwood in
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Mike Szuch for Fanwood Council
Party Affiliation: Republican
mlszuch@comcast.net
Professional Background: Electrician
with International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 102, Traffic Signal Technician, Level 3, International
Municipal Signalman's Association.
Education: B.S. in Botany, Rutgers
University, Cook College, 1985; Graduate of Elementary, Junior, and High
Schools of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school system.
Experience: A Fanwood Resident
since 1969, Mr. Szuch resides in the
Historic Osborn House with his wife
Angela and son Forrest, who is a third

grader at Brunner Elementary School.
Following college, Mr. Szuch became a
Peace Corps Volunteer serving in
Rwanda. As a volunteer, Mr. Szuch
worked directly with local farmers and
the Government Agricultural Service as
a Farmer Extension Agent to assist farmers in improving crop yield. He is the
Assistant Cubmaster and Camping coordinator of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Cubscout Pack 4. His experience includes installation and maintenance of
traffic systems and he has worked on
traffic signals throughout Union County
and North Jersey.

Robert Manduca for FW Council
Michael Szuch (R)

To the Voters from Joan Wheeler
As a mother of three wonderful adult
children, and grandmother of seven, I
understand the needs of young families
and I certainly understand the needs of the
seniors in Fanwood. I have heard from the
residents of Fanwood during my many
weeks of campaigning this year and I’ve
had the pleasure of many conversations
with people of all political affiliations.
I know that Mayor Mahr and the Borough Council in Fanwood are going in the
direction the residents value. My
volunteerism with the Cub Scouts and
Brownies, the church choir, the band parents, as a board member for the YWCA,
and currently as President of the Borough
Council has given me valuable community experience. My professional experience as a registered nurse and currently as
the Associate Administrator of Runnells
Specialized Hospital, responsible for a
$45 million budget and 600 employees,
gives me the confidence to know that I
have the skills Fanwood needs right now.
The most frequent comment I receive
while talking with residents is related to
taxes and what we as a council might do
to contain them. Over the course of my
three years on the borough council I have
supported every shared service opportunity and will continue to do so when I am
re-elected. Shared services will help us
stabilize our local taxes. I will continue to
support the re-development of downtown
Fanwood as a top priority.
The progress that we see from our
public-private partnership, with new businesses opening and residents moving in
to new apartment units, will bring in tax
revenues that will have a positive effect
on our residential property taxes. As we
see our national economy stumble and
local revenues decline, we must recognize the challenges ahead and carefully
scrutinize all of our expenses while we
work to preserve the Fanwood community and quality of life for all residents:
seniors, families, young and old.
I have worked to cut spending and the
cost of government and will continue to
do so when re-elected. These are very
challenging times for the country and the
Borough of Fanwood. I am not running a
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order to reduce costs and achieve the
greatest possible savings for the taxpayers.
We are all coming to grips with a new
reality here in Fanwood. We must recognize the challenges ahead. The slumping
economy, unfunded mandates from the
state and federal government, and declining state aid are forcing us to re-think the
way we do business. Small towns in New
Jersey are particularly affected by the
current economic circumstances. We need
to be aggressive and pragmatic in the
areas that I have mentioned. With my
experience as an attorney, a former municipal prosecutor, and a past-president
of a condominium association, along with
my involvement in the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Newcomers Club and the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association, I am prepared to take on the
challenges we face and work on behalf of
the taxpayers of Fanwood.
My family and I have enjoyed meeting
everyone in town and it certainly has been
a privilege to run for office and listen to
many varied ideas and opinions. Now, I
ask for your vote on November 4 to help
preserve our community’s strength. Please
vote for Russell Huegel and Joan Wheeler
on Row A for Fanwood Borough Council. Thank you.
Candidate Russell Huegel for
Fanwood Borough Council

LOOK AT WHAT THE FANWOOD
BOROUGH COUNCIL DID IN 2008:
9A 16% Municipal Property Tax Increase
9Layoffs on our Police Force & Public
Works Departments
9And a $2 Million property purchase

all in the same year!

Russell Huegel (D)

Party Affiliation: Republican
bob@manduca.org
Professional Background: Mr.
Manduca is vice president for Liberty
Information, a technology resources company with offices in New York, Florida
and San Francisco. As a third degree
Knight and Officer in Council 1711 of the
Knights of Columbus, he serves as the
Council's Chancellor.
Education: He is an honors graduate of
the College of New Jersey with a B.S. in
Economics and a Minor in Marketing.
Experience: Mr. Manduca is a lifelong
New Jersey resident who has lived in
Fanwood since 1990. Under the auspices
of the Knights, he has co-chaired an annual fundraiser for unwed mothers, helps
stock a local food kitchen and provides
relief for mentally-challenged residents.
Mr. Manduca is a former member of the
New Jersey State Senate’s Technology
Advisory Board. He is an active member
of Holy Trinity Parish, where he serves as

To the Voters from Robert Manduca
Fanwood is a great town full of great
people. I’ve lived and raised a family here
over the past 20 years. I’ve coached soccer, participated in Scouting, YMCA programs such as Indian Guides and, in general, have loved the small-town atmosphere, neighborliness and amenities our
town has to offer. This is the Fanwood I
am running for town council to preserve.
When we bought our home, there was
only one four-bedroom house available
on the market in the entire town. The
realtor said, “If you like the house you’d
better buy it. Not much ever comes on the
market in Fanwood. No one ever leaves.”
I remember thinking to myself what a
nice town, no one ever wants to leave.
Well, times have certainly changed. The
problem we are faced with today my
friends is too many people can’t afford to
stay. People who have lived here and
contributed much to our community can
no longer afford the continually rising
taxes on their homes. That’s wrong. It
doesn’t make financial sense and is changing the very fabric of our town. This does
not have to happen.
When senior citizens are forced to give
up their homes because of astronomical
real estate taxes, everyone loses. More
often than not those seniors are replaced
by young multi-child families. Each new
child costing the town approximately
$12,000 a year to educate, creating the
need for even more tax increases. This is

a viscous cycle that must be stopped.
Our 2009 municipal taxes have jumped
16 percent. If you factor in non-recurring
budget gimmicks, the real tax increase is
actually approaching 30 percent. This is
no exaggeration, please note, I’m not
even counting the $2 million in debt our
town council borrowed on your behalf
this year. The reasons for these out of
control tax increases are complex. Some
causes are outside our local control, but
others are the result of decisions made by
the mayor and town council. Decisions
with which I sincerely disagree. Decisions that expose our town to significant
risk, risk of continued tax increases, real
estate losses and threats to public safety.
We must get our town’s house in order.
As one Fanwood homeowner said to
me, “The proof is in the pudding. Our
downtown redevelopment is now in its
fifth year. Five years and the two block
downtown redevelopment area is only 25
percent complete, with much of what is
completed, vacant.”
Please help me. We must restore the
cuts to our police force that are one of the
underpinnings of our property values.
With your vote I can be a voice for restoring the downtown tax base. I will bring a
fresh commonsense approach to the mission of keeping Fanwood a great place to
live and raise a family.
Candidate Bob Manduca (R)
Fanwood Borough Council

both a Lector and Eucharistic Minister.
For several years, he coached in the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Soccer League,
and was a participating member in
YMCA’s Indian Guides Youth programs.

Munoz Urges ‘Yes’
On Public Questions
I support both public questions that
will appear on the ballot in this year’s
election. The Assembly’s Concurrent
Resolution 5 proposes to amend the State
Constitution that will allow the Legislature the opportunity to determine, by law,
the process of how judges who preside
over more than one municipality will be
appointed. Currently, the Constitution directs that such appoints be made by the
Governor and confirmed by the Senate.
My support for the amendment is based
on the belief that the Legislature can
arrive at a more timely and efficient process for such appointments compared to
that which is currently in place. Where
feasible, government is encouraging
towns to share services in order to save
taxpayer dollars. Municipalities that can
realize such savings by mutually agreeing on a judge who would preside in their
towns, should not be required to wait for
the Governor to make such appointments,
and then be confirmed by the Senate.
The Senate’s Concurrent Resolution
39, of which I am a co-sponsor, is a
constitutional amendment intended to
close loopholes that allow the state to
issue debt without voter approval. For
example, if this resolution were in place
prior to this year’s budget discussions,
voters would have needed to approve the
request to borrow $3.9 billion for school
construction projects. Instead, Trenton’s
majority voted to make this appropriation
without taxpayer consent. Supporters of
the current process rely on loopholes provided in court decisions that have allowed
state public authorities to issue debt on
behalf of the state, based on the view that
public approval is only needed when proposed bonds contain a binding, non-repealable pledge to pay off the bonds directly with state tax revenue.
If the payment of the bonds is backed
only by a promise of the Legislature and
the Governor that they will enact appropriations in the future to meet the bond
payments, then approval is not required.
Voters and taxpayers deserve more than a
promise that debts will be repaid. No
more gimmicks. Let the public decide.
Assemblyman Eric Munoz
Summit

PUT YOUR NEIGHBORS ON
THE BOROUGH COUNCIL
They will look out for the interests of
Fanwood’s working families.
Like you, they are committed to holding
down property taxes, keeping our
neighborhoods safe, our Police Force strong,
and creating a community with a future for
both our working families and our retirees.

No wonder Fanwood residents are
asking –

“What were they thinking?”

IT’S TIME TO
CHANGE COURSE...

Bob
MANDUCA

Paid for by: Fanwood Republican Campaign 2008, Tom Drubulis, Treasurer, 47 Montrose Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023

Mike
SZUCH
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America First, Vote
United States Senate for New Jersey
Vote for 1 (6-year term)

goleader.com.08election

Garwood Borough Council
Vote for 2 (3-years terms)
Jonathan Linken
Cranford High School and attended
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Central Connecticut University.
Professional Background: Mr.
Experience: Mr. Hak was the former
Linken works as a bond trader in New- president and is the current vice-presiark at Prudential Financial Services.
dent of the Garwood Lions Club. He
Education: Mr. Linken graduated is a member of the Garwood Knights
from Rutgers with a B.A. in History. of Columbus and a parishioner of the
Experience: Mr. Linken has been a Church of St. Anne. He volunteers his
Garwood resident for over four years time with the Garwood Little League,
and a Union County resident for 27 Travel Baseball, the Union County
years. He has been involved in the Soccer Program and the Cub Scouts.
Garwood PTA, and coached baseball Tim and his wife Peggy, a teacher in
and soccer in Garwood.
the Garwood school system, have two
Louis Petruzzelli, Sr.
children, Patrick and Erin.
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Patricia Quattrocchi
Professional Background: Mr.
Party Affiliation: Republican
Petruzzelli is the president and owner
garwoodgop.com
of Accent Electric Corp. for 18 years.
Phone: (908) 451-9988
He is a licensed electrical contractor.
Professional Background: Ms.
Education: Mr. Petruzzelli gradu- Quattrocchi has worked as a research
ated from the Union County Voca- manager and recruiter for Sherbrooke
tion-Technical School.
Associates in Clark since 1994.
Experience: Mr. Petruzzelli is a
Education: Ms. Quattrocchi is a
member of the Union Twp. Volunteer graduate of Arthur L. Johnson ReFire Department. As a resident of gional High School in Clark. She also
Garwood for 32 years, Mr. Petruzzelli attended the Taylor Business Instiis involved with the Garwood Cham- tute in Plainfield.
ber of Commerce, the Garwood PlanExperience: A Garwood resident for
ning Board, the Garwood PTA and over 25 years, Ms. Quattrocchi was a
the Church of St. Anne Communi- Garwood Borough Council member in
cant. He is also a Garwood Baseball 2000. As Councilwoman, she chaired
League coach and a Clark Pop Warner the building and grounds committee,
Football coach.
served as liaison to the Board of EducaTimothy Hak
tion in Garwood and represented the
Party Affiliation: Republican
borough on the Union County Transgarwoodgop.com
portation Advisory Board. Ms.
Professional Background: Mr. Hak Quattrocchi has also completed the
manages a local holding company. necessary 40 hours of training to beHe was formerly owner and operator come a domestic violence crisis interof Horan Lumber and Coal Co. in vention volunteer, as was team leader
Cranford, which served the commu- from 2002 to 2004. Since 2001 Ms.
nity for more than 50 years.
Quattrocchi has been the Garwood
Education: He is a graduate of Republican Club’s vice-president.

Lone Republican Councilman
Can’t Do It Alone on GW Council
Regardless of the results of the upcoming election, two new council members
will be sworn in come January 2009. We
thank the councilmen who are leaving for
their service in what, at times, can be a
thankless job. Currently, the council has
five Democrat members, a Democratic
mayor and one lone Republican. It can be
difficult being the “odd man out” but he
has done an admirable job. Councilman
Anthony Sytko represents Garwood well
and we can be proud that he will probably
continue to hold public office for many
years to come.
But, the councilman cannot do the job
alone. Though he has reached out across
the aisle with some success, he has encountered resistance on some issues that
do affect the residents.
There is no argument that this was a
difficult budget year and it is unfortunate
that Garwood had to seek extraordinary
aid from the state. To his credit Councilman Sytko put forward a proposal that
would have cut in half the salaries of our
elected officials, who are considered parttime workers. However, that was not to
be. The Democrats finally agreed to their
salaries being cut back from $2,000 to
$1,500, a reduction of 25 percent. It was
pointed out that the proposed 50 percent
cut would have put them below the required earnings level to stay in the state
pension program while cutting only 25
percent allowed their continued and, in
one case, double participation in the system.
Recently, the Republican councilman
proposed the “Summit resolution” which
calls for a change in how our freeholders
are elected. His effort was defeated. He

joined forces a month later with the other
“rookie councilman,” who happens to be
a Democrat, who in a bipartisan effort
proposed the resolution again which
Councilman Sytko seconded. It was again
defeated.
The other council members claim that
it was not for partisan reasons, yet the
freeholder board is all Democrat so the
residents can draw their own conclusions
why they were denied a voice in selecting
county government.
As we have seen, it is possible for a
lone voice to be heard and understood but
easily and willfully ignored. Perhaps the
time has come for additional voices to
join in and provide a chorus that represents the residents of the borough, which
is loud enough that it cannot be ignored.
As the GOP candidates for Garwood
Borough Council, we want to be your
voice in Borough Hall because while we
were visiting your homes we heard what
you had to say. You told us about the
speeding traffic on your street, you told us
about the double parking problem by your
home, you told us about the borough trees
that are lifting the sidewalks creating a
hazard for walkers, and you told us, among
other things, about your concerns that
rising taxes will force you from your
home and away from Garwood.
We heard you loud and clear and can
say that if we are elected you will not be
ignored as your issues are important to us
because they are important to you. To
learn
more
about
us
visit
www.garwoodGOP.com.
Candidates Timothy Hak (R) and
Patricia Quattrocchi (R) for
Garwood Borough Council

Forward-Thinking Ideas Needed
To Preserve GW and Its Character
We would like to take this chance to
express how proud we are to be given the
opportunity to run for council in the great
Borough of Garwood. As homeowners in
town, we look forward to helping our
community continue its progress in the
years to come. We find ourselves in the
midst of trying and difficult times, and
there are many important decisions that
face our town. We believe that these
decisions must be responsible and prudent, and must have the best interest of
our residents in mind at all times. Given
our fiscal knowledge and dedicated leadership, we feel that we will be assets to the
town council in helping make some of
these tough decisions that present themselves.
As taxpayers, we feel the growing burden just as much as everyone else, and
will do all that we can to help control our
taxes while preserving and improving
many of the services that we have come to
enjoy. It is not an easy balancing act, and
at times tough choices may need to be
made, but we will continue to strive to
minimize any impact whenever possible.
In such a small knit community, politics
should play no part in what decisions are
made. It should not matter what political
party you are a member of if any; it should
be about the people and what is best for
everyone.
We had the pleasure of meeting many
new faces in our walk around town while

catching up with many of our friends, and
we truly cherish the unique qualities that
our community possesses. We are both
proud to raise our families here in
Garwood and greatly enjoy volunteering
our time as coaches in our terrific sports
programs that we offer to our children.
It is this involvement and our forwardthinking ideas that will help preserve this
town and its character that so many have
come to love. We are often asked why we
chose to run in this year’s election, and
our answer is always simple. We want to
become involved as much as possible and
help because we genuinely care about
Garwood and all of its residents. It is a
town that many have come to raise a
family in, or have come back to retire and
enjoy their days after many years of working, or have lived here since childhood
and never wanted to leave. As members
of council, we will always strive to do
what is best for every resident in everything we do because that is what you all
deserve.
We urge all voters to come out on
Tuesday, November 4 and have your
voices heard. We thank all of you for
taking the time to talk to us during our
campaign, and ask for your support in our
commitment to the future of Garwood by
voting column A for Garwood Council.
Candidates Jonathan Linken (D)
and Louis Petruzzelli (D) for
Garwood Borough Council

Mountainside Borough Council
unopposed (3-year terms)
Keith Turner
Mirabelli is a lawyer with his own
Party Affiliation: Republican
practice in Hazlet.
Experience: Mr. Turner has been a
Experience: A resident of
resident of Mountainside since 1958. Mountainside since 1990, Mr.
He has served 17 years as a council- Mirabelli currently serves as a counman and four years as council presi- cilman. He has held the office of
dent. He has also served as fire com- councilman for 11 years, and was
missioner, and been the council liai- council president for two years. He
son to the recreation commission and has worked with the fire department,
planning board.
public works and facilities, police
Paul Mirabelli
department, Channel 35, solid waste/
Party Affiliation: Republican
recycling, the Department of RecreProfessional Background: Mr. ation and the Board of Education.

Frank Lautenberg
Party Affiliation: Democrat
lautenbergfornj.com
Phone: (973) 849-1800
Professional Background: Senator
Lautenberg co-founded and served as
chairman and CEO of Automatic Data
Processing, the United States’ first payroll services company. He was elected to
the U.S. Senate in 1982. Senator
Lautenberg attended Columbia University, graduating in 1949 with a degree in
economics. Senator Lautenberg served
his first term in the U.S. Senate in 1982,
and was re-elected in 1988, 1994 and
2002. During his first three terms, he
worked to help balance the federal budget, ban smoking on airplanes and implement more gun control laws. Since the
beginning of his fourth term, he has introduced legislation to provide more Homeland Security resources for New Jersey.
He also serves as the ranking Democrat
on the subcommittee on global warming.
Richard Zimmer
Party Affiliation: Republican
zimmerforsenate.com
Phone: (609) 844-1108

Professional Background: Mr. Zimmer
began his legal career as an associate for
the firm Cravath, Swaine & Moore. He
then worked as a general attorney for
Johnson & Johnson in New Jersey. He
also served on the board of directors for a
number of Johnson & Johnson subsidiaries. After leaving Congress, he represented New Jersey’s non-profit nursing
homes against reductions in Medicaid
funding. He is now practicing law at the
firm of Gibson Dunn & Crutcher.
Education: Mr. Zimmer graduated from
Yale University with a degree in political
science. He then went on to receive his
law degree from Yale Law School.
Experience: Mr. Zimmer served as a member of the New Jersey State Legislature for
nine years. He chaired the State Government
Committee and was a member of the Revenue, Finance and Appropriations Committee. In 1990, Mr. Zimmer was elected to the
U.S. House of Representatives from New
Jersey’s 12th Congressional District, where
he served three terms. He authored Meghan’s
Law, which requires parents to be notified
when a convicted sex offender moves into
their neighborhood.

United States House of
Representatives, NJ 7th District
Linda Stender
Party Affiliation: Democrat
lindastenderforcongress.com
Phone: (908) 322-4547
Professional Background: Ms. Stender
has been involved in public service since
1988. She currently is serving her fourth
term in the New Jersey General Assembly. Now a full-time legislator, Ms.
Stender served as Foundation Director
and Volunteer Coordinator to Runnells
Hospital.
Education: Ms. Stender received a Bachelor of Arts degree from American University in Interdisciplinary Communications.
Experience: Ms. Stender served as a
councilwoman in Fanwood from 1988 to
1990. In 1992, she was elected mayor of
Fanwood. She served on the Union County
Board of Freeholders from 1994 to 2002.
In 2002, Ms. Stender was elected to the
New Jersey General Assembly, representing the 22nd Legislative District. She
serves as vice-chairwoman of the Transportation and Pubic Works Committee.
She is also a member of both the Health
and Senior Services Committee and the
Tourism and Gaming Committee She
advocates combating global warming,
expanding stem cell research and keeping
New Jersey affordable.
Leonard Lance
Party Affiliation: Republican
leonardlance.com
Professional Background: Senator
Lance began his political career on the
General Assembly in 1991. In 2001, he
was elected to the State Senate where still
serves.
Education: Senator Lance graduated from
Lehigh University and then went on to get
his Doctorate of Jurisprudence at Vanderbilt
University Law School, and lastly, his Master in Public Affairs at the Woodrow Wilson
School of Public and International Affairs
at Princeton University.
Experience: During his time with the
General Assembly, Senator Lance was the
budget chairman from 2000-2001. Since
being elected to the Senate, he was named
minority leader and Republican budget

To the Voters from
Linda Stender
On November 4, we have a choice to
make between more of the same failed
Bush policies, or change and a new direction for the nation we love. Our economy
is in shambles and Wall Street is in chaos.
Families are worried about foreclosures
and their 401Ks and pensions. We continue to spend $10 billion a month on a
war in Iraq that should never have been
waged. Over the past eight years, we’ve
seen the American Dream be systematically dismantled and dismembered.
Indeed, the American Dream is crumbling, and we must work to restore it. I
grew up in a middle class family in
Fanwood. My father was a WWII veteran
who landed on the shores of Normandy
and helped liberate the concentration
camps at Dachau. When he came home,
he was able to get an education, raise a
family, own a home, own a business, have
quality healthcare and retire with dignity.
That’s what we all want for our children
and grandchildren, and why I am running
for Congress.
I started out 20 years ago running for
local office. As mayor, I balanced budgets and made sure we provided cost
efficient essential services. As a freeholder, I focused on economic development and delivered the largest tax decrease in Union County history. As a
member of the State Legislature, I’ve
worked to cut spending and authored the
Global Warming Response Act to help
deal with climate change.
To me what’s at stake in this election is
the kind of future we’re going to build for
all of our children and grandchildren. I
recently became a grandmother for the
first time, and when I held that child, I
looked to the future. When she is grown,
I want to be able to say to her that I did
everything I could to build that better
future. I want to tell her I was there to
rebuild the American Dream when we
confronted the greatest financial crisis
since the Great Depression. That I worked
to bring our troops home from a misguided war in Iraq. That we accomplished
energy independence in our lifetime so
that we would no longer be beholden to
foreign oil. That we provided every
American with quality, affordable
healthcare and preserved Social Security
so all could retire with dignity.
That’s the American Dream that’s at
stake in this election, that so New Jersey
families are watching slip away after a
lifetime of hard work. I travel across the
Seventh District every day knocking on
doors and listening to voters. I hear over
and over the fears and anxieties of so
many. I believe what’s needed now is not
despair, but rather a resolve to build a
better tomorrow.
On November 4, we have a real chance
to change the direction of our country.
With your support, I will go to Congress
and fight for the change we need and help
restore America’s promise for all our
children and grandchildren.
Linda Stender
Dem Candidate for Congress

officer. Senator Lance is currently serving
Joint Budget Oversight committee and the
Budget and Appropriations committee.
Michael Hsing
Party Affiliation: Independent
Phone: (908) 526-1698; (917) 543-6378
hsingforcongress.com
Professional Background: Mr. Hsing
worked at the renowned Bell Labs for 15
years and has been in the Information
Technology industry for 23 years.
Education: Mr. Hsing graduated from
the National Taiwan University with a major in foreign languages and literature. He
then graduated from the New York Institute
of Technology with a Master of Science
degree in Computer Science.
Experience: Mr. Hsing was elected to
the Bridgewater Town Council in 2001
and was reelected in 2005. Mr. Hsing was
also elected as the Bridgewater Council
president in 2005. Mr. Hsing was elected
as the President of the Somerset County
Governing Officials Association in 2007.
He has lived in Bridgewater for 18 years.

To the Voters from
Michael Hsing
In these final few days of the election, I know you’ve grown tired of
lengthy campaign speeches, catchy slogans, and campaign deception. All you
want to know is my positions on the
key issues: economy, energy, integrity,
environment... Well, let me give you a
few straightforward answers:
I’m the only candidate who did not
accept a penny from special interest
groups and I remain completely impartial and uninfluenced, compared to the
$763,781 that Stender took and the
$217,925 that Lance accepted.
I’m the only candidate who strongly
opposes both versions of the disastrous
$1 trillion bailout plan because it rescued greedy corporations, not hardworking homeowners and the economy.
I’m the only candidate who has a
strong passion about using renewable
natural energy and has pushed for legislation to include solar panels on government buildings.
I’m the only pro-life candidate in
this Congressional race, period.
I’m the only pro-2nd Amendment
candidate who can protect your Constitutional rights.
I’m the only candidate who supports
traditional marriage between a man
and a woman.
I’m the most compassionate and
charitable candidate who is affiliated
with more than 50 charitable and humanitarian organizations.
I am running in this Congressional
race as an independent because I know
that I’m a better choice for the voters in
the 7th Congressional District. After
seven years of serving the people of
Bridgewater as a councilman, I want to
help more people and bring about positive change in our country. My campaign platform is centered around three
key issues: Economic Opportunity, Energy Independence and Government
Integrity.
My contribution on the Bridgewater
Council has included keeping our tax
rate low and our budget balanced, all in
stark contrast to the poor performance
of my two opponents who are both
Trenton politicians and have raised our
state taxes continuously and incessantly,
borrowed money to balance the state
budget, and chased people out of New
Jersey by escalating living costs and
skyrocketing property taxes.
Now it’s time for you to make your
voice heard. If you’re satisfied with the
fiscal irresponsibility that has plagued
our state government, stay with Lance
and Stender. If you’re pleased with the
Trenton corruption that has earned New
Jersey the shameful nickname of “The
Soprano State,”vote for the two Trenton career politicians. But if you’re as
frustrated as I am at the way our state
has been mismanaged, don’t send Trenton politicians Stender and Lance to
further destroy our already struggling
national economy.
Enough is enough! We must break
this two-party dictatorship. Let’s say
no to “politics as usual”, let’s say no to
endless partisan deadlock in Congress,
and say yes to a free candidate who can
think independently and serve the
people, not their party.
I have the experience, I have the
dedication, I have the passion, and I
have the heart to serve the people- and
I am the only candidate who can bring
real change to the Seventh District.
If you like what you’ve seen so far,
visit
my
website
at
www.HsingforCongress.com. Please
give me your support and votes on
November 4. Let’s put the government
back into the hands of the people, and
put America before the parties.
Candidate Michael Hsing
Congress, New Jersey’s 7th District
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Union County Freeholders
Vote for 3 (3-year terms)
Angel Estrada
Juris Doctorate degree from Pace UniParty Affiliation: Democrat
versity. Ms. Ward is licensed to pracucnj.org
tice law in the State of New Jersey.
Phone: (908) 527-4100
Experience: Since becoming a FreeProfessional Background: Mr. holder, Ms. Ward has served as liaison
Estrada first became a member of the to the AIDS Advisory Council, the
Union County Board of Chosen Free- Local Advisory Committee on Alcoholders in 1999. He is currently serv- holism and Drug Abuse and the Union
ing as the county’s first Latino free- County Planning Board. She also
holder chairman.
served on the Air Traffic Noise AdviEducation: Mr. Estrada graduated sory Board. Ms. Ward is a past memfrom Kean University with Bachelor of ber of the Linden Economic DevelopArts degrees in Spanish and History.
ment Corporation. For volunteering
Experience: Having been a mem- her legal services at Liberty State Park
ber of the freeholder board, as well as in Jersey City after the September 11,
chairman and vice-chairman, Mr. 2001 terrorist attacks, Ms. Ward reEstrada has had over 30 years of pub- ceived recognition from John Farmer,
lic service experience. As freeholder, Jr., the attorney general of the State of
Mr. Estrada supported the Freeholder New Jersey. In 2007, she was asScholars initiative, which provides signed to the freeholders Homeland
scholarships to Union County Col- Security Committee.
lege for eligible residents. Mr. Estrada
John Russitano
also served as chairman of the Union
Party Affiliation: Republican
County Open Space Trust Fund Comunioncountygop.org
mittee in 2005, and as chairman of the johnrussitano4freeholder@yahoo.com
Union County fiscal affairs commitProfessional Background: John
tee in 2006. In 2007, Mr. Estrada was Russitano is a lifelong resident of
elected vice-president of the National Westfield. John and his wife, Melissa,
Association of Hispanic County Offi- have been married for eight years and
cials. He is also manager of the New have three children, Gabriella, Brooke,
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission's and Maximus. Mr. Russitano has been
office in Elizabeth.
employed by the Town of Westfield
Rick Proctor
for more than 19 years. He works for
Party Affiliation: Democrat
the Department of Public Works in the
ucnj.org
recreation department. Mr. Russitano
(908) 527-4100
also works part-time with the Scotch
Professional Background: Mr. Proc- Plains/Fanwood local access cable
tor is a health officer to Scotch Plains channel. He owns and operates his
and Rahway.
own small business, JR Productions,
Education: Mr. Proctor received a LLC. He produces and stars in his
Bachelor of Science degree in Man- own cable television show.
agement from the New Jersey InstiMichael Yakubov
tute of Technology and a Bachelor of
Party Affiliation: Republican
Arts degree in Psychology/Sociology
unioncountygop.org
from Washington and Lee University.
Phone: (908) 245-2118
In March, Mr. Proctor received a
michaelyakubov06@gmail.com
Master of Arts degree in Homeland
Professional Background: Mike
Security Studies at the Naval Post- Yakubov was born in Russia and at the age
graduate School’s Center for Home- of seven came to America with his family.
land Defense and Security in Calif.
Education: Mr. Yakubov received
Experience: Mr. Proctor has served his bachelor’s degree in criminal juson the Union County Board of Cho- tice and a master’s degree in public
sen Freeholders since 2002. He has administration from Kean University.
also been involved in public health
Experience: At the age of 23, Mr.
service as a member of the New Jer- Yakubov was elected to the Roselle
sey Department of Health’s Public Park Borough Council. He has served
Health Preparedness and Response to as an elected member of the Kean
Bioterrorism Task Force, the City of University’s Board of Trustees, and
Rahway Local Emergency Manage- currently serves as the public services
ment Council and the Union County chairman, co- finance chairman, and
Weapons of Mass Destruction Advi- is liaison to the Code Enforcement
sory Board. Mr. Proctor has authored and Technology departments for the
and published numerous articles on Borough of Roselle Park.
terrorism and public safety.
Joseph Franchino
Nancy Ward
Party Affiliation: Republican
Party Affiliation: Democrat
unioncountygop.org
ucnj.org
Background: Joe Franchino has been
Phone: (908) 527-4100
a resident of Berkeley Heights for 28
Professional Background: Free- years and is a graduate of Governor
holder Nancy Ward was appointed to Livingston High School. He started his
the Union County Board of Chosen own business, JL Franchino, Inc., a
Freeholders in October 2004. Ms. landscaping and masonry company. He
Ward works as an attorney with of- has been a small businessman in Union
fices in Linden.
County for more than 20 years. He is a
Education: Ms. Ward graduated member of UNICO National where he
magna cum laude from Fordham Uni- serves as the treasurer of his local chapversity with a Bachelor of Science ter. He is a member of the Mount Carmel
degree in Finance. She received her Society in Berkeley Heights.

To the Voters from Michael Yakubov
As this campaign season comes to an
end, I would like to share a few of my
memories that have made permanent impressions on me as a person and as a
resident of this county. My candidacy for
Union County freeholder has been one of
honesty, ideas, and hard work. Over the
last few months I have had the honorable
opportunity to meet many hard working
people who truly care about this county
and are concerned with its direction. From
New Providence to Elizabeth the message has been clear; we need ethics and
accountability from our freeholders, and
in return we get waste and lackluster
service.
Many have said to me that it has become extremely difficult to raise a family, for seniors to keep their homes, and to
make ends meat in this county. Somehow
the basics have reversed; government
stopped working for the people and continues to increase taxes that are hurting all
municipalities. Last year the county budget increase was 3 percent; this year it has
more than doubled to a 6.5 percent increase. We are taxed at a much higher rate
than the rate of inflation. The snowball
effect has been continuous as our county
budget increased by over $100 million in
five years. Today, the staggering figure of
a $437.7-million budget does little to
reduce waste and spending in light of our
difficult economic times.
If elected, I will work hard in a bipar-

tisan fashion to implement the ideas I
have discussed through out my campaign.
We will implement a more transparent
government that is accountable to the
public for every cent that is spent; work to
re-instill the open bidding process that
will increase competition in services and
decrease costs, trim down the freeholder
salaries, and re-evaluate all departments
for efficiency.
Additionally my goal would be to focus on finding new ways to increase classroom accessibility for our students in
Union County College and in our public
schools. Furthermore, I will advocate for
the freeholders to bring all mayors and
councils to the table so we can discuss
what issues are occurring in their communities, and find ways we can save money
to resolve their concerns.
Lastly, the most important part of my
campaign and public service would be to
continue as an active participant in our
county by continuing to volunteer, speak
with small groups and motivate our children to find greater pastures in their future.
Our government should function within
its means, balance the budget as we do at
home, and create more efficient ways we
can provide services to our residents.
Thank you and I hope you can give me
your consideration on Election Day.
Candidate Michael Yakubov (R)
for Union County Freeholder

To County Voters from Incumbents
Now more than ever, the Democratic
freeholder team on Column A is working
hard to keep Union County a great place
to live, work and raise a family in this
increasingly difficult period.
Through the development of initiatives
in the areas of economic development,
our transportation infrastructure,
workforce assistance, education and quality services for all residents, we are working to keep Union County on the right
track. At the same time, our solid financial stewardship of county government
has earned us the highest possible bond
ratings and kept our government on solid
fiscal footing for the future.
While in the past we’ve spoken about
our commitment to parks, public safety
and open space, it’s important that we
emphasize these other initiatives, because
this election is about the economy and our
future. It is also about a matter of trust:
Who can you trust most to do the right
thing in helping our residents through
these tough times? Can you really trust
our opponents, who lack a solid overall
plan, and run under the banner of President George Bush and Sarah Palin to
help?
The Democratic freeholder board has
developed a number of programs to stabilize our economy including our One Stop
Centers, through which we offer an array
of job training resources for residents
who are seeking employment or re-employment at every age.
This year, our One Stop Training Centers in Elizabeth and Plainfield provided
client services to more than 11,000 people
in over 18,000 job development services.
To help ensure our brighter days are

still ahead, the freeholders have also developed a program called the Workforce
Competitiveness project with the Heldrich
School at Rutgers. This will enable the
county to identify and generate jobs that
are our strengths and create economic
growth for the future.
We’ve already worked hard to spur
more than $5 billion in regional economic
development and infrastructure projects
that has included an expanded Liberty
International Airport, the Jersey Gardens
Mall, and Linden Aviation Plaza, port
dredging, the repaving of more than 100
miles of county road and the renovation
of dozens of county bridges.
In the area of education, our county votech schools system has been named
among the finest in the state, and includes
vital programs such as training for our
young in the health care and technology
industries, which are among the region’s
best jobs.
We offer freeholder scholarships for
students to Union County College for
those other who might not otherwise be
able to afford school. We also offer a
Senior Scholars program that invites seniors to attend class at little or no cost at
Union County College.
We are proud to say that Democratic
leadership made this county a better place
but we still have much more to do given
the current environment created by Wall
Street. That’s why we ask you to support
the Democratic Freeholder team on Column A this November 4.
Freeholder Candidates
Angel Estrada (D)
Rick Proctor (D)
Nancy Ward (D)
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Faculty, Aspiring Artists
Display Work at VACNJ
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Those who view photography as art recently had an opportunity to study this medium from two
perspectives: instructor and student.
West Orange resident Don Polzo,
an instructor at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ), and 12 of his
“Personal Projects” students recently
participated in VACNJ’s “Faculty and
Aspiring Artists Series.”
Mr. Polzo, a photographer since
1975, exhibited his digital photography in the VACNJ Eisenberg Faculty
Gallery, while his students’ work was
exhibited on the second floor in the
Marite and Joe Robinson Strolling
Gallery II.
This “Faculty and Aspiring Artists
Series” provided the viewer the unique
experience of observing the connection between teacher and pupil and
the role an instructor plays in developing the talent of the student.
Mr. Polzo’s personal exhibit featured documentary-style photographs, entitled “New York Seen,”

Glasofer, Pam Greene, Jessica
Haverstick, Charles Heller, Elzbieta
Kaciuba, Scott McDonald, Mary Ann
Reilly and Suzanne Saxton-Frump.
Under Mr. Polzo’s tutelage, his students produce works that signal a
photographic “coming of age” both
for themselves and the process of
digital photography itself.
“The way I feel as I see these artists
emerge further – because they are all
successful in their own right – is like
a uncle guiding and influencing [his]
loved ones,” he said.
“I feel personally involved,” he
added, “yet take no direct reward for
the product of their own insights and
actions.”
According to Ms. Schwarz, Mr.
Polzo helps younger artists develop
their own style.
“[Mr. Polzo] is a gentle teacher
who helps you uncover the vision of
what you want your work to be,” said
Ms. Schwarz.
“He is incredible to work with. As
his students [in his Personal Projects
Class], we are all working on all

Joanie Schwarz, a Westfield resident, displays “Emma” in a joint exhibit with instructor Don Polzo.

which showed images of subways,
bridges and skylines.
He combines traditional silver
emulsion and digital capture to create
a documentary effect.
“Documentary photography allows
freedom, spontaneity and endless subjects,” Mr. Polzo said.
“I perceive myself as a spectator
recording the ordinarily unseen…,”
he continued.
“Personal expression resides in a
state of ‘being’ present to your inner
creativity and inspirations…,” he said.
In addition to “Personal Projects,”
Mr. Polzo currently teaches Digital
Photography I, Digital Photography
II, Digital Imaging Photoshop I, Digital Imaging Photoshop II, and Adobe
Lightroom at the VACNJ.
Mr. Polzo’s “Personal Projects”
class gives students an opportunity to
create personal digital media.
Those students participating in the
“Personal Digital Projects with Instructor Don Polzo” exhibit include
Westfield residents Don Morgan and
Joanie Schwarz, as well as area students Ruth Bawarshi, E.J. Davis, Bill

different levels, and even though most
of us are professionals, as artists, it’s
important that we be lifelong learners
to avoid isolation and working in a
vacuum,” she continued.
Mr. Polzo has attended Fairleigh
Dickinson University, Rochester Institute of Technology, the International Center of Photography, the
Maine Photographic Workshops, the
VACNJ and New Jersey Heritage
Workshops.
He has exhibited throughout New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York,
including a “Life of the City” exhibit at MOMA in 2002.
Additionally, Mr. Polzo has been
published in several local newspapers, including The Star-Ledger, The
Independent Press and The New York
Times.
The next offering of VACNJ’s “Faculty and Aspiring Artist” series is the
work of “David Pena and Students,”
which will be on exhibit from now
through December 3.
For more information, contact
VACNJ at (908) 273-9121, or log on
to artcenternj.org.

Rainbow Experience Brings
Godspell to WF, Plainfield
WESTFIELD – The Rainbow Ex- maintain a multiracial, interfaith,
perience, a multi-cultural community intergenerational church and comtheater group, announced its produc- munity partnership through the production of theater.
tion of Godspell,
the musical adapThe Rainbow
Experience is
tation of the book
funded in part by
of St. Matthew.
Now in its 10th
grants from the
Union County Diseason, The Rainvision of Cultural
bow Experience
theater troupe was
and Heritage Affairs, through a
founded by the
grant from the
joint ministries of
the United Church
New Jersey State
Council on the
of Christ Congregational
in DAY BY DAY...The Rainbow Experi- Arts/Department
Plainfield and the ence will bring Godspell, the re-telling of State.
Performances
First Congrega- of Christian biblical parables, to the
tional Church in Westfield Congregational Church next will
be
in
week. Now in its 10th season, The Rain- Westfield at the
Westfield.
bow Experience theater troupe was
Godspell is a re- founded by the joint ministries of the First Congregatelling of Christian United Church of Christ Congrega- tional Church on
biblical parables, tional in Plainfield and the First Con- Elmer Street on
of which the songs gregational Church in Westfield.
November 8 at
7:30 p.m. and Noare familiar. “Day
by Day” and “Light of the World” are vember 9 at 3 p.m.
memorable songs.
In Plainfield at the United Church
Scott Goldman will direct this of Christ, located at 220 West 7th
year’s production of Godspell. Mr. Street on the corner of Madison AvGoldman is the executive assistant of enue. The shows will be performed
the George Street Playhouse and pro- on November 15, at 7:30 and Novemducer of his own theater company, ber 16, at 3 p.m.
Tickets can be purchased at the
Stage Presence, Inc. Musical director
Paul Villarreal and choreographer door or reserved at (908) 822-1147
Michael Gary, who also recreates the for both locations. They can also be
role of “The Teacher,” will assist him reserved at: pfducc@comcast.net
The Rainbow Experience is dediTickets cost $15. Seniors and chilcated to its mission to create and dren under 12 can get in for $10.
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Illinois-style Skirt Steak

BY JAYNE SALOMON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“When Roses Cease to Bloom,” 2006, 16 x 19 x 13, Girdle, made of acrylic, silk,
found objects, digital printing and jingle bells. Inset, tunnel book 3” in diameter.
Text by Emily Dickinson. See release below for more information.

Miriam Schaer’s Sculptural
Bookworks At Tomasulo
CRANFORD – From November 14,
through December 20, the exhibition, “Altars of the Invisible: Sculptural Bookworks,” by multimedia
book artist Miriam Schaer, will be on
display in the Tomasulo Gallery at
Union County College’s Cranford
campus.
Ms. Schaer uses various types of
garments, such as girdles, bustiers, brassieres, gloves, aprons and children’s
clothes as sources for her sculptures.
Inside each stiffened, shaped and embellished sculpture are books and other
objects that she has hidden away in her
quest to explore various feminine, social and spiritual issues.
During her research on the history
of books, Ms. Schaer learned of the
ancient girdle book, which is a prayer
book worn by medieval monks tied to
their belts so that their prayers would
always be at hand. Ms. Schaer however, had a different vision of what
the girdle book would be.
Her books would contain, “…new
objects of devotion, new prayers, con-

templations.” Ms. Schaer compares
girdles to binders, like notebooks,
which she feels are places to hold and
keep stories and to, “… house ideas in
structures that are used to push and
mold the female figure into idealized
and often unreal shapes.”
Ms. Schaer said, “Working with
the girdle form has been a process of
healing; learning to love the femaleness of my body and be comfortable
in my own skin.”
The opening reception for “Altars
of the Invisible: Sculptural
Bookworks” will be held on Friday,
November 14, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the
Tomasulo Gallery, located on the first
floor of MacKay Library, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.
Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m.
on Mondays through Thursdays and
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays.
Evening hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on
Tuesdays through Thursdays. For
more information, call (908) 7097155. For more information, visit
miriamschaer.neoimages.net.

Book Store Hosts Longtime
SP Dentist Lawrence Kaplan
WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield will host a meet and
greet for Lawrence Kaplan, author of
“House of Ghosts,” on Saturday, November 1, from 2 to 4 p.m.
“House of Ghosts” was conceived
with the vivid memories of Mr. Kaplan’s
late mother-in-law, who witnessed
American bombers fly over the
Auschwitz concentration camp in August 1944 on missions to attack a target
less than twelve miles away.
Three hundred thousand Hungarian
Jews awaited their fate. One 500-pound
bomb could have stopped the murder.
Why didn’t it happen?
“House of Ghosts” is historical fiction based on years of research comb-

ing official U.S. government records,
Assistant Secretary of War John J.
McCloy’s own words, testimonies from
pilots who flew the missions against the
I.G. Farben synthetic rubber plant under construction by concentration camp
inmates, Jewish Americans fighting
American isolationists prior to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and the
rabid German American Bund.
Raised in Union, Mr. Kaplan has
practiced general dentistry in Scotch
Plains for 25 years. A confessed history
junkie, he currently resides in Bucks
County, Pa., with his wife Anne, two
dogs, four cats and a parrot, Boeing.
To reserve an autographed copy of
his book, call (908) 233-3535.

Potters’ Guild Hosts
Festival in Mountainside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its annual
fall sale of functional and sculptural
ceramics at the Community Presbyterian Church, at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside (corner of Deer Path and
Meeting House Lane) on Saturday,
November 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, November 9, from noon to 5
p.m.
Admission is free, and credit cards
are now accepted for all sales. This
increasingly popular event draws hundreds of customers from throughout
northern and central New Jersey and
even out of state. The show is the
perfect place to find a unique holiday
gift or a present for any occasion.
There will be many potters from
the area exhibiting their work this
season. Judy Musicant of
Mountainside will offer her latest cre-

ation of “functional art” using her
unique and colorful glaze combinations.
Norma Messing will show her line
of beautiful functional ware in an
array of new and colorful glazes.
Nancy Zarbock’s large platters, in
both raku style and strikingly glazed
and decorated with floral and figurative themes, are perfect for any style
of décor, and are perennial favorites.
A selection of vases, wall pieces,
pitchers, teapots, platters, casseroles,
raku and pit-fired vessels in varying
colors and styles, as well as one-of-akind sculptures and decorative objects
of art, will be available.
For directions to the show, see the
Guild website at PottersGuildNJ.org or
call Judy Musicant at (908) 233-1633.
The Potters Guild is open to potters
of all skill levels living in New Jersey.

INGREDIENTS

Here it is, only five days before the
election, and I am still not sure for
whom I will be voting on Tuesday.
That’s not the only unusual thing about
this election. There are others.
For instance, as I drive through the
streets of Westfield and Scotch Plains,
I notice very few lawn signs campaigning for either candidate. Very
unusual for this town, indeed.
I have never seen such a lack of
enthusiasm for an election before.
People around here get more excited
about school board elections than they
seem to be for this presidential election.

Combine the olive oil, garlic, cinnamon, sugar and apricot preserves
in a shallow dish. Mix well. Make
shallow slits in the steak on both
sides. Place the steak in the dish and
turn to coat. Cover and let marinate
for at least 35 minutes.
Lightly oil the grill or a frying pan.

Barack Obama
Illinois-style skirt steak

John McCain
Arizona Taco Salad

I am confident that although many
of us may not be as passionate about
these candidates, the polls will be
jammed on Tuesday. My intention is
not to get political here but instead to
discuss appropriate November 4 dinner options.
Since time will be tight, the evening
meal will need to be something that is
quick to prepare. Wouldn’t it be fun to
eat something representative of your
candidate’s state? That is why I’ve
chosen this Illinois-style steak, which
is quick to grill or sauté. Serve with
potatoes and a vegetable for a complete meal.
The second option is this tortilla
salad with its influence from the southwest and a favorite in Arizona. It is a
complete meal. It may take a bit longer
than the steak dish, so preparing the
beef portion a day in advance is recommended. Each dish incorporates
apricot preserves, but the results are
as different as the candidates themselves. You vote which you like the
best. I cannot decide this either.
When my son Jeff tried the steak,
he immediately detected the hint of
cinnamon, which he described as
reminiscent of the holidays. He also
said it was one of the best steaks he’s
ever eaten. Not bad coming from my
most honest taste tester. It does sort of
have a festive taste, I must agree.
The taco salad may not seem like
anything out of the ordinary, but it is
the dressing that makes this dish stand
out. Simple to make, the combination
of these flavors, blend together to
complete a most delightful accompaniment to this Arizona-style taco
salad.

Grill or sauté for 10 minutes or until
desired heat is achieved.

2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
1 clove garlic, minced
½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
½ teaspoon white sugar
2 tablespoons apricot preserves
½ pound skirt steak

PROCEDURE

Arizona Taco Salad
INGREDIENTS
12 ounces lean ground beef
1 package (1.25 ounce) taco seasoning mix
1 can (15 ounce) red kidney beans, rinsed
and drained
1 head lettuce such as Boston or Romaine
½ cup cherry tomatoes
2 avocados, sliced
Tostito chips

PROCEDURE
In a large skillet, sauté the beef
over a medium flame, being careful
to mash fine until the beef is cooked
through. Drain. Add the taco seasoning, ¼ cup of water and the kidney
beans. Continue to sauté for 2-3 minutes. Cover and let simmer for 2 minutes. Arrange the lettuce, tomatoes,
avocados and chips on a large serving
platter. Spoon the beef mixture in the
center. Serve with the dressing.

Apricot Salad
Dressing
INGREDIENTS
¼ cup apricot preserves
¼ cup water
3 tablespoons apple cider or apple juice
3 cloves garlic, sliced
½ teaspoon crushed red pepper
1/3 cup vegetable oil

PROCEDURE
Place all ingredients in a blender and process
until smooth. Serve with Arizona Taco Salad.
Yield: 1 cup
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Former Westfielder Bob Anderson to Direct
‘Simpsons’ Halloween Episode This Sunday
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — As Halloween
nears, some anticipate the candy,
the costumes or the parties, and
some look forward to the Halloween specials on TV, especially the
ever-original “Simpsons’ Treehouse
of Horror.” This year, on November
2, at 8 p.m., Westfielders can tune in
to FOX knowing that a 1983

bodied boy with spectacles, Ham,
from “Bart’s Comet” episode and,
most recently, has worked with designers to create Joey Greco, the
host of the reality show “Cheaters.”
He said the cut-out-like Simpsons
“look simple to draw, buts it’s elusive. Their simplicity is pretty complex.”
Before he became one of “The
Simpsons’” clan, he “ignored all of

interview.”
“I did have some transmission
problem in Las Vegas,” he recollected, “but I think it was just overheated. So after I let the car cool, it
was fine. And Sunday night, I rolled
into Los Angeles and stayed at a
real sleazy motel on Highland and
Hollywood,” he said with a laugh.
He made it to his interview on
time and met with the original ani-

Story, according to Mr. Anderson.
For this year’s XIX episode, he
said he cannot divulge the storyline,
even reputing Internet talk of the
family turning to shades of grey as
they are morphed into flesh-eating
zombies. He did say that if the yellow-skinned family were painted
grey that it is a decision he would
make.
Mr. Anderson did dispel the ru-

QUITE A PAIR...A pair of Clark residents has written and illustrated a children’s
book about Tom Belverio’s dog Cindy. Mr. Belverio, seen above, is joined by
illustrator Nicole Eckert, a sophomore at Arthur L. Johnson School in Clark.

Residents Bridge Generation
Gap, Produce Children’s Book
By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bob Anderson, former
Westfield resident,
directs this year’s
“Treehouse of Horror”
~images courtesy of Mr. Anderson

Westfield High School graduate directed this year’s show.
Bob Anderson, 43, son of
Brightwood Avenue resident Joan
Anderson, has worked on “The
Simpsons” since show nine of its
second season in 1990 and made his
directing debut with “Bart’s Inner
Child” three years later.
As a youngster his grandmother,
Lena Steckler, a fine artist who lived
in York, Pennsylvania, introduced
Mr. Anderson to formal art.
“She always had me playing with
something, whether it was playing
with clay or sketching; it came out
of that, and I stuck with it,” said Mr.
Anderson, who would later receive
his animation training under the
wing of Wilt Neil, the creator of
“Howdy Doody” and an artist for
Disney, at The Joe Kubert School of
Cartoon and Graphic Art in Dover.
Now, some of her paintings hang
on the wall of Mr. Anderson’s North
Hollywood, Calif. home, where he
sometimes works on layouts for episodes. As one of the many directors
working for the show, he is in charge
of creating a storyboard of the visuals based on a script, a process that
takes about 16 to 20 weeks.
Mr. Anderson also has a hand in
drawing up new characters. He is
responsible for designing the round-

that stuff because most of it was
garbage,” he said of the new animated shows airing at the time.
So when “The Simpsons” became
water-cooler talk amongst his colleagues in Manhattan, he didn’t think
much of it. “I thought, how long is
that one going to last?” he chided.
Then one ordinary weekend while
visiting his aunt and uncle at their
home outside of Philadelphia, that
all changed. “They watched ‘The
Simpsons’ every Sunday night. ‘The
Crepes of Wrath,’ where Bart goes
to France as an exchange student,
[was on]. After seeing that episode,
I was hooked,” he said.
That unsuspecting night in his
aunt and uncle’s living room kickstarted a chain of events that would
forever change his life. After having worked on a failed NBC pilot of
the animated series, “The Jackie
Bison Show,” at a time when he was
in between jobs, the animator decided to take a road trip.
“I got into my ’63 Pontiac Grand
Prix and drove out to California,”
he said. “I scheduled an interview
from a payphone in Yellowstone
National Park – 4 p.m. on a Friday
afternoon and scheduled it for Monday morning. I realized I better haul
ass down to 15, go through Vegas
and get there so I can make my

For Kids

Where Imagination Leads to Discovery

mator and director of “The
Simpsons,” David Silverman. “I got
a callback saying they were interested,” he said. “And pretty much
the rest is history. I left New Jersey
a week later, and I have been here
ever since.”
That move to Hollywood to work
on the family from Springfield,
USA, would also bring him a partner in life. His fiancée, Jung-A Yoo,
has worked with Mr. Anderson as a
character layout artist on The
Simpsons Movie and the Halloween
show.
“Treehouse” is Mr. Anderson’s
second Halloween episode to direct, the first being Emmy-nominated season seven’s “Treehouse of
Horror VI,” where he created Homer
in 3-D, a first for the “The
Simpsons” – and before Pixar’s Toy

mor of the show ending, saying, “I
know they are investing money in
new technology, so the investment
alone make me think they will keep
it going at least two or three more
years.”
And as far as another movie, he
said, “I know they are going to do a
sequel. Not a direct sequel, just another Simpsons movie.”
Days later, he elusively e-mailed
a link to Wikipedia, which includes
a description of the three storylines
to air – a take on Charlie Brown’s
“It’s the Great Pumpkin,” a parody
of The Transformers and a spoof on
advertising TV show “Mad Men,”
with an opening sequence surrounding an Obama-McCain voting
switcheroo.
Viewers will just have to wait and
watch for themselves.

Halloween Calendar
Thursday, October 30 – Westfield Memorial Library: Poetry
Tribute to Charles Addams, 8 p.m.
Friday, October 31 – Joint SP, FW parade and costume
contest. Trunk-Or-Treat commences at 5 p.m. at the
Fanwood Library; assemble at 6 p.m. in front of library for
parade; Parade begins at 6:15 p.m., costumes judged at
LaGrande Park
Saturday, November 1 – Lawrence Kaplan, author of “House
of Ghosts,” reads at the Town Book Store from 2 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, November 1 – Westfield Symphony Orchestra
presents Monster Music at Westfield Presbyterian Church, 8
p.m. (see release at right)

A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

FALL / WINTER SESSIONS FORMING
Pre-K, Children, Teens & Adults
All Levels Welcome • Kids Birthday Parties

Introducing . . . High School Portfolio Class
500 North Avenue East, Westfield (908) 654-5663

the

CLARK – Two Clark residents – one
a senior citizen, the other a high school
student – have collaborated on a
children’s book.
Tom Belverio, a grandfather of seven,
has authored “Cindy Learns a Lesson,”
a true story based on an incident that
occurred to Cindy, a dog he had as a
child.
“Cindy was a cocker-spaniel mutt
who chased a ball into the street one
day,” explained Mr. Belverio.
“She came too close to a car, and it
ran over her ear.”
The book’s happy ending includes
Cindy getting checked out by a veterinarian (she turned out to be okay) and
learning a lesson; like little children,
dogs should never run out into the
street.
“After that day, Cindy never ran out
into the street again,” continued the
author.
Mr. Belverio, born and raised in Newark, is a 35-year resident of Clark.
Prior to his retirement, he worked in
the financial systems industry.
“Any writing I did for my job was
technical stuff,” he said.
Nicole Eckert, a sophomore at Arthur
L. Johnson Regional High School in
Clark, illustrates the tale of Cindy.
Mr. Belverio had been narrating
Cindy’s misadventures to his grandchildren long before he put pen to paper.
The story particularly resonated with
grandson, Sam Curran, who was 7 when
Mr. Belverio decided to write “Cindy
Learns a Lesson.”
Both Sam and his sister, Emily, are
characters in the book.
The true nature of the story provided
Mr. Belverio with an idea of how the
characters, especially Cindy, should look.
He presented Nicole with a few suggestions, and she created preliminary
drawings.
“I am amazed at how wonderful the
illustrations are,” Mr. Belverio said of

Oratorio Society of NJ
To Present Fall Concert
AREA – The Oratorio Society of
New Jersey, under the direction of
Sandor Szabo, will present its fall
concert at 8 p.m. on Saturday, November 15, at Immaculate Conception Church, located at 30 North Fullerton Avenue in Montclair.
Schubert’s Mass in E Flat Major
and Mozart’s Missa Brevis in D Minor will be featured, accompanied by
professional orchestra and soloists,
including Margaret Mack, soprano;
Kathleen Myrick, mezzo soprano;
Neal Harrelson, tenor; and Stefanos
Koroneos, bass.
General admission is $15. For more
information, call (973) 783-3837 or
visit oratorionsocietynj.org.

WSO’s Monster Music
Features Costume Contest
Winner of contest to take home $200
WESTFIELD – This Saturday,
November 1, at 8 p.m., the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) presents
Monster Music. All patrons, young
and old alike, are encouraged to come
to the concert dressed in their Halloween costumes.
A contest, which will be judged at
intermission, will offer three cash
prizes of $200, $75, and $25.
The WSO will celebrate Halloween by bringing to life, in symphonic
splendor, the original Frankenstein
movie.
Using masterworks of the classical
repertoire, the fully professional orchestra, under the direction of Maestro David Wroe, will perform its

farmhouse store
DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR
Saturday November 1, 2008 at 8pm
Presbyterian Church in Westﬁeld

MONSTER
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FEATURING

FRANKENSTEIN
THE MOVIE
WITH LIVE! SYMPHONIC
SOUNDTRACK
TICKETS: $25 - $70
Students: $10
Call: (908) 232-9400
Email: wso@westﬁeldsymphony.org

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

Design: MoldaveDesigns: Mountainside, NJ

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS, Westﬁeld
MARTIN JEWELERS, Cranford

www.thefarmhousestore.com
221 North Ave East, Westfield
908-654-0444
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5 (Thursday nights ‘till 8pm)

the colored pencil drawings that now
illustrate his words.
Although she has been drawing since
the age of 3, for Nicole, “Cindy Learns
a Lesson” is her first foray into the
world of illustration.
“I don’t usually draw animals,” she
said, “I mostly draw cartoons.”
In addition to her high school art
classes, Nicole also takes private lessons.
She is exploring the possibility of a
career as a television cartoonist.
She especially enjoys the animation
and stories found in Japanese comic
books.
“Cindy Learns a Lesson” is available
through PublishAmerica, Target.com,
Amazon.com and other online bookstores.
The Clark Public Library will hold a
book reading and signing for Mr.
Belverio and Ms. Eckert on November
9, at 2 p.m.
Copies of the book will be available
at a discounted price on that day.
The library is located at 303 Westfield
Avenue in Clark.
For more information, call the library at (732) 388-5999.

Frank and Lydia
Bergen Foundation

newly created soundtrack live as the
original classic movie Frankenstein
is projected above the orchestra and
in full view of the audience.
With split-second timing and precision, enhancing the dark, mysterious and chilling atmosphere of the
whole movie, more than 50 fully professional WSO musicians, perform,
in semi-darkness, from the masterpieces of Richard Strauss,
Tchaikovsky, Beethoven, Liszt,
Mozart, Saint-Saens and more, creating a unique symbiosis of the popular
idiom and fine arts.
The evening will also feature a
performance of Kodaly’s Variations
on a Hungarian Folksong (“The Peacock”). A short lecture and pre-opera
Halloween chat designed to make the
music experience more enjoyable will
be conducted by Dr. Shuang Goe
Wroe prior to the concert in the
Westfield Presbyterian Church Sanctuary at 7 p.m.
Tickets, priced between $25 and
$70, are available to students for $10.
Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 East Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400. Tickets are also available at the Town Book Store in
Westfield and Martin Jewelers in
Cranford.
For further information, call (908)
232-9400,
e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

Local Artists Take Part
In Swain Exhibit
AREA – Roughly 20 gallery artists
will mount “New Works to Honor
Swain’s 140 Years” at Swain Galleries of Plainfield. The exhibit celebrates the family-owned gallery,
which has existed since 1868.
Primarily from New Jersey, artists
will show works chosen specifically
for the anniversary in the artist’s preferred medium, including pastels, oils,
watercolors and bronzes.
Cranford’s Paul Casale, Fanwood’s
Paula Pearl and Westfield’s Maxwell
Sang will take part in the exhibit,
which opens on Sunday, November
2, with a reception from 2 to 4 p.m.
and continues through November 30.
Swain is located at 703 Watchung
Avenue. For more information, call
(908) 756-1707.

