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Muhlenberg Hospital Needs to Be
Restored; Plainfield to Strike Back

Did the Muhlenberg Hospital (MRMC)
horse leave the barn for good? This is a
difficult question to answer. The forces
against the reopening of Muhlenberg are
many. The governor and health commis-
sioner have not given the citizens of
Plainfield and the 13 area communities
serviced by MRMC any breaks.

That Solaris retain the acute-care li-
cense for two to three years was shot
down by Health Commissioner Heather
Howard. The Solaris organization is very
well connected to New Jersey politics.

The City of Plainfield is striking back
by appealing the commissioner’s find-
ings to the New Jersey Appellate Court.
That Mayor Robinson-Briggs and six of
seven Plainfield council members voted
to appeal the decision is appreciated. The
exception was councilman Cory Storch,
who did not vote to appeal the decision. It
is difficult to understand his reasons.

Asm. Jerry Green is supporting the
appeal. Joining in the appeals process is
the Newark-based People’s Organization
For Progress (POP) and the Coalition to
Restore Muhlenberg. POP has fought to
save hospitals in other communities.

Under the misguided leadership of Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine, there have been nine
hospital closings in the past two years.
Most hospitals that closed were in commu-
nities with heavy minority populations.
Yet there are plans to build a hospital in
Plainsboro, near where commissioner
Howard lives. Also, the Pascack Valley
Hospital, in an affluent area, is scheduled
to reopen. It appears that Corzine does not
recognize that healthcare is a right of all
citizens. The Governor’s actions does not
follow the policy advocated by Presiden-
tial Candidate Barack Obama. In his party
acceptance speech, Obama emphasized
that heathcare was a right of all citizens.
All Plainfield area citizens should em-
brace the decision to appeal the
commissioner’s findings.

Did Solaris have so much political clout
that the closing of the Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center was a “no contest”
from the start? Public listings of political
contributions made to State Senate and
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This is
Mozart

A Multi-Media Program Devoted      
to the Life and Music of Mozart 

Wednesday, November 5 
At 7:00 pm 

Presented by  
Catherine Sprague 

At the Westfield Memorial Library 
550 East Broad Street,  
Westfield, NJ 07090 

Program open to MURAL and Westfield Memorial 
Library cardholders. Go to www.wmlnj.org and
click on Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 X 4140.
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This year the voters have the opportu-
nity to vote on two ballot questions, both
of which I supported when they came
before me as legislation in the New Jersey
Senate.

Public Question 1 is a step toward
providing New Jersey voters with greater
control and oversight over state appro-
priations. If passed, the State Constitu-
tion would be amended to require voter
approval for state authorities, including
the Economic Development Authority and
Transportation Trust Fund Authority, to
borrow money to finance projects. If this
provision of the State Constitution had
been in place, debt such as the school
construction facilities bonds would not
have been issued without voter approval.

I believe this amendment is consistent
with the original intent of the debt limita-
tion clause of the Constitution that pro-
vides the mechanism for public approval
for borrowing. New Jersey taxpayers
should have a “say” in prioritizing state
spending, and the ballot question format
enables all voters to participate in the
process.

Public Question 2 changes the method
of selection and appointment of a limited
number of municipal court judges by
eliminating the Governor’s power to ap-
point, with the New Jersey Senate’s con-
sent, judges serving 19 courts currently
designated as joint or central municipal
courts. Changing the appointment pro-
cess will encourage more municipal courts
to examine the viability of court consoli-
dation and the resulting shared services
cost reduction.

As a senator, I recognize the impor-
tance of the “advise and consent” author-
ity provided state senators over judicial
appointments, but also recognize the value
inherent in enabling greater local control
and input over judicial selection.

I encourage all voters to take the time
to read the sample ballots they received in
the mail,  to ask questions of their repre-
sentatives if any issues linger and to re-
member to vote on November 4.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield (LD-21)

Senate Republican Leader

What Is This Town Coming To?

Outing Hooligans; ‘Auld Lawn Syne’

Platform for Change:
Is It the Right Direction?

The platform for change has been ex-
traordinary. If the changes proposed are
enacted, no doubt this country will be
going in a new direction. Is it the right
direction? The programs seek to “Provide
Healthcare coverage for all Americans;”
“Provide children a world-class educa-
tion and free college tuition;” “Provide
energy rebates to offset heating bills;”
“Reimbursement for child care,” and other
government refunds and programs. Most
seem willing to accept these as welcome
changes, but they carry huge social and
economic implications.

The proposed entitlements come at
enormous expense, do little to grow the
economy and require tax increases at a

time when individuals and businesses can
least afford it. The socialized healthcare
plan alone is estimated at $60 billion per
year – all told, an additional $1 trillion in
new government spending. This type of
government expansion is the exact oppo-
site of JFK’s quote on personal responsi-
bility to country: “Ask not what your
country can do for you, but what you can
do for your country.” Today, it’s as if
“you” and “country” have been trans-
posed.

If the polls hold true, we’re about to get
the government we deserve, although it’s
far more than we need.

Bill West
Westfield

Assembly candidates, as well as the New
Jersey Democratic Party, from January 1,
2004, to December 31, 2007, were re-
viewed. Interesting trends are revealed.

The six highest-paid Solaris execu-
tives contributed $32,286 to area politi-
cians and the Democrat Party. The high-
est recipients of contributions were Sena-
tor Barbara Buono ($12,800) and Asw.
Linda Stender ($5,386).

Senator Buono from Metuchen, head
of the Senate Budget and Appropriation
Committee, is married to Martin Gizzi, a
high-paid physician who is employed by
the Community Hospital Group, which is
owned by the Solaris Health Systems.

Adam Beder, Solaris director of gov-
ernment affairs, once served as deputy
director for the New Jersey Hospital As-
sociation. He is also a former member of
Barbara Buono’s staff. Amie Thorton,
Solaris Health Systems vice-president and
project manager, was previously em-
ployed by the New Jersey Department of
Health and Senior Services.

Solaris is a large organization and one
of the top 20 employers in the state. They
have the political might because of their
size. A number of physicians and em-
ployees of Muhlenberg Hospital ex-
pressed privately their support to the
groups fighting to save the hospital, but
would not come forward in public.

Interestingly, on May 6, at the Plainfield
High School State Health Planning Meet-
ing with  several executives from Solaris,
including CEO John McGee, Asw. Stender
showed up before the start, but left before
the meeting was called to order. Her re-
marks given by Mayor Colleen Mahr of
Fanwood were, “The assemblywoman
couldn’t be here today, but she is very
concerned over the closing of this hospital.”

The Plainfield area needs to restore an
acute-care hospital at the Muhlenberg
site. All citizens need to call/write their
local politicians supporting the citizens
and other efforts. The combined forces of
David are fighting Goliath.

John Gostel
Edison

As an avid reader of The Westfield
Leader, we enjoy specifically reading the
letters to the editor. We find it a proper
medium to state personal views on crucial
issues involving our town and its resi-
dents. The recent weeks’ have displayed
some interesting letters regarding the steal-
ing of political lawn signs. Never did we
imagine that we, too, would be submit-
ting a letter regarding the same issue.

Last Saturday night, my husband and I
had dinner with some old friends. We
arrived home and were on our way to bed
when we noticed a shadow approach our
front porch. To our surprise, we wit-
nessed the stealing of our McCain sign.
We opened the door and yelled out to the
person, who came running back to return
the sign. To our dismay, the perpetrator
was a young teenage girl. When asked
what exactly she was doing, she said,
“I’m sorry – I’ll put it back – it was my
“father’s idea!”

I then asked if her father was in the car
and she indicated that he was. I approached
the car and discovered not only the father,
but the mother and another daughter. I
exchanged words with the father, trying
to comprehend the audacity to, not only
trespass on my land, steal an item of
personal property, but to encourage a
minor to engage in this criminal behavior.
How appalling!

My husband and I are still speechless
as a result of this incident. Who would
expect a family night out to include the
stealing of political signs from lawns? As

a neighbor (as we now know who you are
and how close you live to us), we are truly
disgusted and embarrassed by your crimi-
nal behavior as a fellow Westfield resi-
dent. We encourage a response from you
regarding this letter, although we are not
sure there is anything you could possibly
say to defend yourself or your family.
This is more than just about political
views and opinions – this is downright
theft – not only theft of personal property,
but theft of our constitutional right of free
speech! What’s next, our flag? How dare
you teach your children that it is accept-
able to violate and disrespect an
individual’s very own rights as a citizen
of this great country!

We drive by many homes in this town,
all with different political signs posted on
their front lawns. We glance over, notice
the sign and continue on our merry way.
Never in our minds would we think of
taking that person’s sign, nor encourage
our children to steal it for us. It is not who
we are and it is not what politics should
be. It is simply a person’s right to their
own views and opinions.

So, for the owner of this Mercedes
vehicle who desperately wanted a McCain
sign and felt the need to steal one off of
our front lawn, feel free to log on to the
John McCain website at JohnMcCain.com
and order one, or better yet, why not have
your “daughter” do it for you!

Valerie & David Lynch
Westfield

I thoroughly love your new weekly
saga “Auld Lawn Syne,” a wry dramatic-
comedy about a self-professed conserva-
tive, her pilfered political lawn signs and
the Obama/Biden backer blamed for the
banditry. The October 23 installment was
particularly amusing. In this episode, our
conservative chided all those non-con-
servative nincompoops (can I say nin-
compoops?) who support Senator Obama
for President of Bush Country, and que-
ried: Don’t those dopey Democrats un-
derstand that the terrorists support
Obama? If only someone like General
Colin Powell could explain it to them.
Don’t those loony liberals know what
their anti-American ideology would do to
this great country of ours? Do we really
want peace, prosperity and our civil liber-
ties protected?

Intriguingly, it was intimated that our
conservative might belong to that enig-
matic 23 percent of the public who con-
tinue to support President Bush. If so, she

provides a glimmer of hope to those suf-
fering from “Bush Derangement Syn-
drome,” as our conservative may be able
to right them on the road to rehabilitation.
Please, enlighten and educate those af-
flicted and address exactly which of the
Bush Administration’s policies are most
misunderstood. Is it preemptive war, ‘Af-
ghanistan interruptus,’ military stop-loss
or the circumvention of the Constitution?
How about tax cuts for the rich, the reluc-
tance to acknowledge global warming or
the suppression and distortion of scien-
tific fact for ideological or political pur-
poses? Could it be warrantless wiretap-
ping, the reaction to Hurricane Katrina,
cowboy diplomacy, the nation’s weaken-
ing economy, et cetera?

Again, editor, thanks for the laughs. I
look forward to future episodes — and
maybe even the outing of the hooligans
that started all this.

Nancee Novak
Scotch Plains
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