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LWV Posts Info. on Two
Ballot Questions on Website
TRENTON – To encourage in-

formed participation in the upcom-
ing General Election, the League of
Women Voters of New Jersey has
posted an analysis of the two public
questions that will appear on the
November 4 ballot. The analysis can
be found on lwvnj.org.

The League’s analysis of the ballot
questions includes the question and
interpretive statement that will be
found on the ballot, as well as a back-
ground of the questions and reasons
for voting “yes” and voting “no.”

The first public question seeks to
demand voter approval on all state
borrowing. The League provides
three reasons a voter might vote
“yes,” including “citizens need to
constrain the Legislature from bor-
rowing without voter approval” and
three reasons a voter may vote “no,”
including “passage is more likely to
make it more difficult to address
regional capital or infrastructure
needs that will not have support of
the entire state.”

The second public question pro-
vides that the method of selection and
appointment of certain municipal
court judges be set by statute rather
than by the State Constitution. For

this question, the League provides
two reasons a voter might vote “yes,”
including “appointment of municipal
court judges should be a local issue”
and two reasons a voter may vote
“no,” including “the current process
makes local politics less likely to
play a part in the appointment pro-
cess.”

The League takes no position on
either public question.

For information on the ballot ques-
tions, call the League’s toll free
hotline, (800) 792-VOTE.
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Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.������Dr.�Patricia�E.�Grantham�
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GET $115 NOW.*

For 115 years, Shifman
Mattress Company has

been producing the finest
handcrafted mattresses

and boxsprings. Every Ultra
Premium set combines

natural cotton upholstery, a
unique hand-tufted process,

and eight-way hand-tied
boxsprings to ensure the

most durable and
comfortable bedding
available. Luxurious

comfort, quality & durability
- and a great value.

A SHIFMAN
TRADITION

FOR 115 YEARS.

SAVE 35-50%
PLUS $115 INSTANT SAVINGS*

AND AN EXTRA $115 SAVINGS ON MASTER’S SETS**

C E L E B R A T E  S H I F M A N ’ S  1 1 5 T H A N N I V E R S A R Y

Exceptional
Comfort

Natural
Materials

Two-sided
Mattresses

Handcrafted
Quality

Limited
Time Only!

*Applies to Shifman
Ultra Premium sets only.

ROYAL COMFORT**
PILLOW TOP

SUGG. SALE AFTER INSTANT SAVINGS**
TWIN SET 3370 1999 $1769
FULL SET 4050 2349 $2119
QUEEN SET 4790 2699 $2469
KING SET 6420 3699 $3469

SATURN* 
PREMIUM TUFTED
SUGG. SALE AFTER INSTANT SAVINGS*

TWIN SET 2640 1459 $1344
FULL SET 3200 1759 $1644
QUEEN SET 3510 1949 $1834
KING SET 5020 2799 $2684

JADE
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 570 $309
FULL EA. PC. 720 $399
QUEEN SET 1670 $899 
KING SET 2490 $1369

C R Y S T A L
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 420 $229
FULL EA. PC. 570 $309
QUEEN SET 1300 $699
KING SET 2000 $1099

B A N C R O F T
SUGG. SALE

TWIN EA. PC. 300 $149
FULL EA. PC. 440 $239

FINAL 4DAYS!

35 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ

319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

908- 322-4178 • www.mattressfac.com

“Visit our Showrooms
and Feel for Yourself”
“We are proud to be serving our
customers with our superior bedding,
MADE IN THE USA.”

Ron Shovlin & Rick Shovlin

•TRUST – A family business built on reputation.

•QUALITY – The finest materials create a superior

Mattress, manufactured locally.

•FULL SERVICE – Delivered from our showroom
to your home, including custom sizes & firmness.

•VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we invest in our
product, not the hype.

Experience

Enter to Win 50% Off Your Purchase
See Store For Details

ESPOSITO PARK OPENS… Union County Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada,
fourth from right, and Freeholders Rick Proctor, third from right, Nancy Ward,
second from right, and Rayland Van Blake, right, join Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso,
center, and Clark council members, from left to right, Alvin Barr, Brian Toal,
Shelia Whiting and Angel Albanese in cutting the ribbon, officially opening
Esposito Farm Park on Madison Hill Road in Clark. The $2.9-million cost of the
new 13-acre county park was funded through the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

County GOP  Slate Calls
For Change in County Govt.

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Union County
Republican Freeholder candidates
John Russitano of Westfield, Joe
Franchino of Berkeley Heights and
Michael Yakubov of Roselle Park said,
in a recent sit-down interview with the
candidates at The Westfield Leader
office, they are focusing on cutting
county spending this election cycle
and are promoting to voters the value
of a more diverse Board of Chosen
Freeholders. Democrats have held the
majority of the nine-member board
for nearly 13 years. See the complete
interview on video at goleader.com.

Mr. Yakubov, a first-term council-
man in Roselle Park and a graduate of
Kean University with an undergradu-
ate degree in criminal justice and public
administration, said that “[Republicans]
have to get in there and create balance.”

“When you have differences of opin-
ions, those are the times that have the
best outcomes for the residents of Union
County,” he said. “If there is [that bal-
ance] on the freeholder board, you’ll
have more advocacy for the people.”

“[This election,] the country is say-
ing that they want change on a na-
tional level, why not on a county
level?” Mr. Russitano, a Westfield
public works employee, asked.

A big part of that change, they said,
would involve county spending. Mr.
Yakubov said Union County is the ninth
highest taxed county in the country.

“Money is being spent at the county
level for absolutely every kind of
program, whether [that program] is
working properly or not,” he said.
The important question, he said, is,
“Are we spending the money in the
right place?”

“The county tax is ridiculous,” Mr.
Russitano said when specifically
asked about this year’s $438-million
budget, a 6.5-percent or $2.5-million
hike over last year, and the $252-
million tax levy. “Things could be cut
back. The county [board] has nine
Democratic freeholders. They con-
tinue to raise taxes, and no one really
knows where the money goes. People
are getting taxed out of the area.”

Mr. Franchino owns a landscaping
business and said that if elected, he
would use that business sense to “do
things more efficiently.” His experi-
ence, he said, “really got me interested
in getting involved rather than just com-
plaining about stuff,” he said. “Let’s
find the cheapest way to do things.”

Mr. Franchino said he would be in
favor of hiring a consultant to find
efficiencies in running county pro-
grams, and maintaining parks and
county projects. He said he would
like to see “more competitive bid-
ding.” Projects, he said, should be
given to county companies.

Mr. Yakubov said that the govern-
ment needs to “operate within its
means,” and that, similar to house-

holds, when times are tough, “you cut
back.” He stressed, however, that
money should still be given to those
programs that are beneficial to the
community. “You have to re-evaluate
the programs you are running and ask
yourself which ones are working,” he
said. “We don’t disagree on every
program that the Democratic free-
holder board is running. They do pro-
vide some good services.”

The candidates said that they are
willing to work across party lines.
Making his second attempt at free-
holder, Mr. Russitano said he has ex-
panded the campaign to visit “highly
Democratic” towns. He described him-
self as a “mouthpiece for working
people,” regardless of party ties or
economic levels. These people, he said,
“pay a lot of the county tax, but don’t
feel they get a lot of services.”

According to Mr. Yakubov, the
GOP’s priorities are education, de-
velopment and shared services. He
also wants to eliminate the duplica-
tion of services at the county and
municipal level.

Mr. Yakubov said all towns in the
county do not receive the same repre-
sentation, so he favors freeholder dis-
tricts. Legislation was sponsored in
the early part of the decade under
GOP-control, but failed to move for-
ward.

“You have representation in Lin-
den, Rahway, Plainfield, Elizabeth
and Roselle, but you don’t have any-
one from Westfield, you don’t have
anyone from Cranford, and you don’t
have anyone from Kenilworth. You
will continue to see that pattern be-
cause they only go where the votes
go,” Mr. Yakubov said.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

AP Poll Has Obama-McCain
Racing Closing to One Point

A new Associated Press poll has
placed the Barack Obama-John
McCain race for the White House at a
dead heat, with Senator Obama ahead
of Senator McCain by one point, 44 to
43 percent. Gallup has Senator Obama
up 50 to 45, and Rasmussen has Sen.
Obama up seven points, 52 to 45 per-
cent. Other polls range from four to 14
points. The latest Zogby poll has Sena-
tor Obama up four points.

 Corzine Names DEP
Commissioner As Chief of Staff
Governor Jon Corzine, on Friday,

named Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson as his new chief of staff, re-
placing Bradley Abelow. Ms. Jackson
will assume her new responsibilities on
December 1. Ms. Jackson was named
DEP commissioner in 2006. She will
focus on implementing Gov. Corzine’s
economic and energy agendas.

Feds Probe Records of Ex
Perth Amboy Mayor Vas

Federal authorities are probing the
records of former Perth Amboy Mayor
Joseph Vas’ administration, The Star-
Ledger reported. Council President
Peter Jimenez told the paper various
staff members were questioned by
the FBI. He said he told municipal
employees to cooperate with investi-
gators.

James Devine Evicted From
Elizabeth Apartment by Judge
Politickernj.com has reported that

James Devine, a Union County Demo-
cratic operative and newspaper pub-

lisher who was arrested for owing
$20,000 in child support and alimony,
has been evicted by a Superior Court
judge from his Elizabeth apartment for
non-payment of rent. He was ordered
to pay $2,700 to the court, and he
cannot apply for additional extensions.
Higher-Education Panel Orders
Six to Stop Using Doctoral Titles

The New Jersey Higher Education
Commission members ordered six edu-
cators to stop using doctoral titles, ac-
cording to an Associated Press report.

The story said the number of edu-
cators who authorities believe ob-
tained degrees from unaccredited in-
stitutions has now reached nine.
Among those cited are an assistant
professor at St. Peter’s College and
two officials at the Freehold Re-
gional High School District. The
Freehold superintendent relin-
quished his doctorate degree after it
was questioned.

Assembly Considers 30 Bills
Regarding Economic Crisis

The Assembly on Monday contin-
ued its focus on the global economic
crisis by considering nearly 30 bills
to help New Jersey residents and
small businesses. Monday’s bills
would: create and retain jobs by re-
vamping small-business taxes and
enhancing business grants and in-
centives, help prevent home foreclo-
sures, assist the poor and disabled
and senior citizens to pay winter fuel
bills and obtain food, bring new con-
sumer protections against securities
fraud, promote savings and new jobs
through alternative energy and boost
property tax relief.

Kids Trust Fund
Awards Announced

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
has announced the awarding of an
additional $1.3 million in grants as
part of the county’s Kids Recreation
Trust Fund grant awards.

Locally, Fanwood awarded
$12,625, including $2,831 for equip-
ment and $9,794 to provide improve-
ments at LaGrande Park.
Mountainside received $25,500, split
between $12,000 in equipment and
$13,500 for general field improve-
ments in the municipality. Scotch
Plains was awarded $25,000 for im-
provements at the Kramer Manor Park
facility. The grant will fund recre-
ation opportunities that presently ex-
ist, including the creation of a wall-
board court.

Westfield was awarded $102,350.
They will use $27,350 of the money
for equipment and the remaining
$75,000 to assist in the complete reno-
vation of Memorial Park, which in-
cludes softball fields, soccer fields,
tennis courts, etc.

‘Call it Democracy’
Screening on Oct. 31
WESTFIELD — The Union

County Peace Council will sponsor a
free Halloween pre-election screen-
ing of Call It Democracy on Friday,
October 31, at 7:30 p.m. This docu-
mentary investigation and discussion
of electoral reform will be shown at the
First United Methodist Church, at 1
East Broad Street in Westfield. A spe-
cial prize will be awarded for the best
political costume.

Detailed Voter Information,
See  goleader.com


