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POLICE BLOTTER

Veterans Day
Ceremonies on Nov. 11

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
Veterans Day Ceremonies will be held on
Tuesday, November 11. The two local
veterans organization, American Legion
Post 209 and Veterans of Foreign Wars
10122, will conduct ceremonies on Tues-
day, November 11, in observance of Vet-
erans Day. The services will begin at 11
a.m. with the laying of wreaths at the
municipal building at 430 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. This ceremony will also
include the dedication of the Korean War
Veterans Memorial Clock.

At noon, there will be a presentation of
wreaths at the Fanwood Library at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road. The commu-
nity is invited to attend these programs to
recognize the contributions and sacrifices
made by all former members of the armed
forces of the United States.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTBOL...Officials formally opened the Scotch Plains southside soccer field on
Sunday. Pictured, left to right, are: Councilwoman Paulette Coronato, Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool, Mayor Martin Marks, Freeholder Angel Estrada, Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio and F-SP Soccer Association President Jim Fawcett.

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

INFLUENZA SHOTS…Myrna Racinez of Scotch Plains grimaces as she receives
a flu shot from Susan Higgins at the Scotch Plains Health Fair at the Scotch Hills
Country Club on Saturday. The  shots offer protection from varieties of influenza
expected to predominate this coming flu season. The shots were being given free
of charge to township residents meeting specified age criteria.

Mr. Manduca said, “There is no
sense of merging for merging’s sake,”
urging a “skeptical eye,” and suggest-
ing that a “merger with Scotch Plains
would cost us more money.”

Mr. Szuch, while not ruling out a
merger option or other cost-savings
measures, emphasized that the “fo-
cus needs to remain on Fanwood be-
ing Fanwood,” with Fanwood’s down-
town as “a distinct entity unto its
own.”

All four candidates were also asked
to comment on downtown redevelop-
ment issues.

Mrs. Wheeler said, “We are mov-
ing in the right direction,” after not-
ing that the “rewards [of redevelop-
ing properties] are not quite what I’d
like to see.”

Mrs. Wheeler also stated that the
Livingston-Wilbur industrial site on
South Avenue, which the borough
purchased this year, “is the keystone
to redevelopment.”

Mr. Manduca responded that the
“Livingston-Wilbur [purchase] was
ill-advised” and said there “should
have been citizen involvement” in the
decision.

Mr. Huegel said he believed
Fanwood’s redevelopment is “being
done in a comprehensive and cogent
manner [and] should continue.”

Mr. Szuch said, “I see underdevel-
opment happening,” suggesting that
there “could have been more of an
effort put into [redevelopment].”

“We need to encourage additional
development downtown,” he said.

When asked how the borough can
maximize its assets, Mr. Huegel said
capitalizing on “our people and
volunteerism,” in addition to “con-
tinue to progress the redevelopment.”

Mr. Szuch emphasized the impor-
tance of “encouraging social pro-
grams,” such as scouting and other
service-based organizations, to “ex-
pand our assets and increase their
utilization.”

The candidates were also ques-
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Fanwood Debate
tioned about their ideas for working
with Fanwood’s Business and Pro-
fessional Association.

“We have a good working relation-
ship [with the BPA],” Mrs. Wheeler
said. “I would like to see that con-
tinue.”

Mr. Huegel said if he’s elected, the
borough council “will be a partner”
to help “make it easier for [busi-
nesses] to attract new customers” in
an “attractive downtown.”

Mr. Manduca said, “One of the best
things we can do is get our redevelop-
ment back on track.”

“We need certainty of planning to
make a more vibrant business com-
munity,” he said.

Mr. Szuch said the BPA “needs to
better engage businesses.”

In their closing statements, all four
candidates touched on key themes
from their campaigns.

Mr. Szuch said, “It’s time we see a
new team on this council and get the
two-party system working again.”

He again advocated for a citizens
committee to help “create an envi-
ronment of active involvement in the
town.”

Mr. Huegel said, “I will be [a] part-
ner for business on this council.” He
also said he was “struck by the [level
of] volunteerism” and the transpar-
ency of the council in the budget”
process since he’s been a resident of
the borough.

Mr. Manduca, in sizing up the
town’s political and economic pic-
ture, said “It’s time for a change to get
our town back on track.”

Mrs. Wheeler pointed to the “win-
ning strategies of the Mahr adminis-
tration” and said she “understands the
needs of young families and seniors.”

“I have the skills Fanwood needs
right now. I know we are going in the
right direction,” Mrs. Wheeler said.

The debate will be rebroadcast sev-
eral times prior to Election Day on
Comcast’s TV 35 and Verizon’s local
access channel 24.

Council Control At Stake
In Next Week’s SP Election

Four Candidates Battle For
Two Seats on FW Council
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The three-year terms
are coming to an end for Fanwood bor-
ough council member, Bruce Walsh and
council president, Joan Wheeler, both
Democrats. Ms. Wheeler is seeking re-
election. Mr. Walsh decided not to run for
re-election.

Currently, the Democrats have a 5-1
majority on the council and hold mayor’s
office.

Republicans Robert Manduca and Mike
Lee Szuch are challenging Democrats
Russell Huegel and incumbent Ms.
Wheeler.

The two Democratic candidates have
said “taxes, downtown redevelopment and
the exploration of shared services” are the
most important issues currently facing
Fanwood.

Republican candidate Mr. Manduca
believes that “taxes and downtown rede-
velopment” are the central issues to his
campaign, while Mr. Szuch views “taxes
and uncovering the transparencies in gov-
ernment” as the most important issues.

All four candidates are concerned about
the steady rise of taxes within Fanwood.
Municipal taxes increased 16 percent this
year.

Mr. Manduca said the tax increase can
be combated by expediting downtown
redevelopment and believes the current
redevelopment plan has been poorly man-
aged.

Mr. Manduca believes that the town
should hire a single developer, rather than
multiple developers. By hiring a single
developer, he said downtown reconstruc-
tion would be completed in a timelier
manner. He said it has taken the current
council five years to complete 25 percent
of downtown development.

Mr. Huegel disagrees, saying the “coun-
cil should stick with multiple developers
instead of imposing and mandating one
developer” and as a lawyer believes that
“litigation is an issue with one devel-
oper.”

Mr. Huegel and Ms. Wheeler both agree
with Mr. Manduca in the idea that the
completion of the downtown will bring
greater revenue to the town, and thus
lower taxes.

Both Democratic nominees have been
vocal about looking towards shared ser-
vices with neighboring towns as an an-
swer to the increasing taxation problem.
No specific services have been proposed
because, according to Ms. Wheeler, “what
services can and need to be shared will
become apparent once the new budget
from the state arrives.”

Mr. Szuch and Mr. Manduca both be-
lieve in making the borough council’s
actions more transparent, while bringing
more of the decisions regarding the town
to the people. They suggest constructing
a citizens committee, which was an idea
initially conceived but not carried out by

Mayor Colleen Mahr, to give more choice
and power to the citizens of Fanwood on
major matters involving their taxes.

Mr. Szuch said “every Fanwood citi-
zen should be a part of the committee” so
that people can get a better handle on
items the current council has not made
apparent. He said residents need to “get a
better understanding on the state of af-
fairs before any solutions can be pro-
posed.” He negated the fact that the coun-
cil meets once a month to discuss affairs
and make decisions and that these meet-
ings are open to the public and broad-
casted by TV-35 where they are run peri-
odically throughout the month.

All candidates agree to combat rising
taxes.

Fanwood has 5,143 registered voters,
2,223 of which are unaffiliated with a
political party – 1,647 are registered
Democrats and 1,261 are registered Re-
publicans, according to the latest num-
bers listed on the Union County Board of
Elections website, ucnj.org.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats will
try to gain control of the governing body
for the first time in a decade in next
week’s municipal elections, when the
mayor’s seat,  as well as a council seat will
be up for grabs.

Democratic Councilman Kevin Glover
is facing Republican Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool in the race to succeed
Republican Mayor Martin Marks. Demo-
crat Theresa Mullen is facing Republi-
can Mary DePaola for the council seat
presently held by Republican Paulette
Coronato.

Republicans hold a 3-2 advantage on
the council. If the Democrats win either
the mayoral or council race, they will gain
control of the governing body in 2009.

Mrs. Malool was appointed to the coun-
cil in the summer of 2002 before winning
four-year terms later that year and in 2006.
Previously, she was chief legislative aide
to the late Assemblyman Alan Augustine.
In 2003, she received her law degree and
opened her practice in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Glover, who is in midst of his first
term, was a senior vice president at
Donaldson, Lufkin & Jenrette and a cor-
porate vice president at Drexel Burnham
Lambert and currently operates a facili-
ties consulting firm.

Mrs. DePaola was appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment at the begin-
ning of the year after having served on
several local committees, including the
cultural arts, mayor’s gala and Scotch
Plains Day committees.

 Mrs. Mullen has been a trial lawyer in

New Jersey for 14 years and is an officer
of the Union County Bar Association and
presently the co-chairperson of the county
bar’s Civil Practice Committee. She has
been a member of the Scotch Plains Me-
morial Day Committee.

“No matter what the outcome of the
election is, we are pleased with how we
ran our campaign,” Mrs. Malool and Mrs.
DePaola said in a statement to The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “We maintained
a positive focus, concentrating on the
issues that are important to our residents.
The people we have met over the last
couple of months have shared with us
their concerns about property taxes, main-
taining services and improving the down-
town. The overwhelming majority, how-
ever, are happy living in Scotch Plains
and think it is a great town.”

“This campaign has been an incredibly
wonderful experience as I had the oppor-
tunity to meet thousands of our residents,
and to talk face to face with them on the
issues that concern them most,” Mr.
Glover told The Times in a statement. “I
met individuals that have recently joined
our community and many who have been
here for decades. They shared with me
that this unprecedented downturn in the
economy is having a profound negative
impact on their family’s finances.”

Mrs. Mullen called the race for council
“a truly rewarding experience.

The door- to-door campaign,” she told
The Times, “has been the most rewarding,
as it has afforded me the opportunity to
meet countless residents who have ex-
pressed their overwhelming concern about
the vast increase in municipal property
taxes in recent years, especially in the
tough economy.”

one. Mrs. Stender had over $600,000
in cash on hand as of September 30,
after having $1.2 million as of July.
Mr. Lance had $275,000 in cash on
hand at the end of last month. Mr.
Hsing has $94,000 in cash on hand.

The candidates have focused
their campaigns on the economy,
the Iraq War, gasoline prices, and
alternative energy resources to re-
duce the country’s dependence on
foreign oil.

The Presidential contest and House
races have overshadowed the Senato-
rial battle. Senator Frank Lautenberg,
a Democrat, is seeking a fifth term in
the U.S. Senate; former Republican
Rep. Dick Zimmer opposes him.

Mr. Lautenberg, 84, had retired af-
ter the 2000 election, but two years
later, party leaders, including Gover-

and a Special Improvement District a
wonderful way to do it.”

The candidates said they would
like to continue working on recre-
ation and open space projects, par-
ticularly at the Terry-Lou Zoo prop-
erty and Brookside Park, but said
much depends upon the township’s
budget situation. Ms. Malool also said
it is her “intention to do something
for the seniors before the end of [her]
first four years,” although she said it
was unlikely in 2009 and 2010 be-
cause of the township’s financial situ-
ation.

“Like, I said where, when and how
much are still up in the air and are
obviously dependent upon on how
our fiscal situation is,” Ms. Malool
said.

Mr. Glover and Ms. Mullen chose
not to attend, describing the debate in
a prepared statement as “unilaterally
scheduled by the newspaper,” and
saying that they were not given the
opportunity to provide input on the
date and parameters. Their letter was
printed in the October 23 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.
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Election Preview
nor Jim McGreevey, asked him to re-
turn after a campaign finance scandal
forced Robert Torricelli to abandon a
second term. A few years back, Con-
gress passed into law Mr. Lautenberg’s
amendment to the 2006 Homeland
Security Appropriations bill, requir-
ing that all federal port-security grants
are allocated based on risk.

Mr. Lautenberg has pointed to his
recent co-sponsorship on a 21st Cen-
tury GI Bill and, this past summer, said
the Bush Administration needed to take
a harder stance against OPEC countries
regarding increased oil prices.

Mr. Zimmer, 64, a former congress-
man, lost a U.S. Senate race to Mr.
Torricelli in 1996. Mr. Zimmer was
most known for sponsoring the state’s
Megan’s Law, which notifies parents
when convicted sex offenders move
into their neighborhoods. He also in-
troduced “no-frills” prison legisla-
tion, requiring the elimination of luxu-
rious prison conditions.

Union County Democratic Free-
holders Angel Estrada of Elizabeth,
Rick Proctor of Rahway and Nancy
Ward of Linden are seeking to extend
their party’s election winning streak
to 14 years. Democrats have held a 9-
0 majority since 1998. Republicans
John Russitano of Westfield, Roselle
Park Councilman Mike Yakubov and
Paul Franchino of Berkeley Heights
oppose them.

At the local level, Scotch Plains will
select a replacement for Mayor Martin
Marks, the township’s first elected
mayor, as well as Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato. Both Republicans
opted not to seek re-election, with Mr.
Marks losing in the primary battle for
Congress to Mr. Lance. Incumbent
council members, Democrat Kevin
Glover and Republican Nancy Malool,
are seeking the mayoral seat, with
Democrat Theresa Mullen and Re-
publican Mary DePaola running for
council. The GOP, which has a 3-2
edge on council, must win both con-
tests to retain its majority status that it
has held since 1999.

In Fanwood, Republicans Robert
Manduca and Mike Szuch are chal-
lenging Councilwoman Joan Wheeler
and newcomer Russell Huegel as they
attempt to increase GOP presence on
the borough council. Democrats have
a 5-1 advantage on the council and
hold the mayor’s office.

In Garwood, Democrats Jonathan
Linken and Louis Petruzzelli are run-
ning in place of Councilmen Walter
Tucker and William Schadewald, who
opted not to seek re-election. The
GOP ticket of Patricia Quattrocchi
and Timothy Hak is challenging them.
Democrats have 5-1 council majority
and hold the mayor’s office. Before
winning a council seat in 2004, Re-
publicans had not had representation
on council in seven years.

Mountainside Republican incum-
bents Paul Mirabelli and Keith Turner
are unopposed for re-election in a
town that has never elected a Demo-
crat to the borough council.

Westfield
Wednesday, October 22, Lisette Doyle,

26, of Somerset was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at Mountain Avenue and
Raymond Street on an outstanding Union
Township traffic warrant. She was re-
leased after posting $250 bail.

Thursday, October 23, Mark Monroe,
Jr., 21, of Plainfield was arrested on two
outstanding motor vehicle warrants af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Cumberland Street. The warrants
included one from Rahway, with $1,000
bail, and another from Elizabeth, with
$200 bail. Monroe was released after
posting bail.

Friday, October 24, Salvatore Fazio,
24, of Westfield was arrested on two
outstanding Westfield traffic warrants,
with total bail of $90, after a motor ve-
hicle stop at Central and Myrtle Avenues.
He was released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Wednesday, October 22, Robin J. Wil-

liams, 33, was arrested for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license after being
stopped for having tinted windows. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Thursday, October 23, a driver travel-
ing on Route 22 reported that someone
entered the roadway abruptly in front of
him, and as he attempted to avoid a colli-
sion with the vehicle he struck a “Do Not
Enter” sign, knocking it down. Accord-
ing to police, the driver was issued a
summons for not having his driver’s li-
cense in his possession and for careless
driving.

Friday, October 24, Ira L. Smith, 29, of
Newark was arrested at the Essex County
jail on an outstanding Mountainside war-
rant in the amount of $500.

Friday, October 24, Vittorio A.
Cacchione, 41, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after being involved in
a motor vehicle accident. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, October 26, Tameka Sims, 27,
of Roselle Park was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license. Ac-
cording to police, she was processed and
released.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 20, a resident of

Martine Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name without
authorization.

Monday, October 20, police responded
to a hit-and-run accident on Terrill Road.
According to police, the victim’s motor
vehicle was legally parked when someone
struck the rear of the vehicle and then fled.

Friday, October 24, Ronald
Concepcion, 24, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.

Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that someone
removed her purse from the top of her
baby stroller while she made a stop.

Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone re-
moved the front license plate from his
motor vehicle while it was parked in front
of his house.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 21, a resident of the

100 block of Woodland Avenue reported
that someone attempted to open a credit
card in his name. According to police,
the credit card company notified him of
the activity and access was denied.

Friday, October 24, Jenny Hantzios-
Basis, 45, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on South Av-
enue. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, October 24, Stephen J. Moore,
61, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing Newark warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Friday, October 24, someone entered a
business on the 300 block of South Av-
enue and removed blank checks. Accord-
ing to police, $24,000 worth of fraudulent
checks were written and cashed.

Saturday, October 25, a resident of
Scotch Plains reported that someone
broke into his motor vehicle by smash-
ing his passenger side window while it
was parked at a South Avenue eating
establishment overnight. According to
police, $20 in cash was removed.

Ex-Chief Charged With
Forging Son’s Exam

SPRINGFIELD — The former chief
of the Springfield Fire Department has
been charged with falsifying documents
relating to a 2007 firefighters exam in-
volving his son, Union County Prosecu-
tor Ted Romankow said.

Wayne E. Masiello, 57, of Springfield
and who retired as chief in March 2008,
was charged with two counts of fourth
degree forgery, said Assistant Prosecutor
William Kolano, who is handing the case.

In November 2007, the prosecutor’s
office was alerted to a possible forgery
after several candidates – who took an
entrance exam a month earlier with
Masiello’s son – complained that the final
scores appeared to have been altered.

Mr. Kolano said the results submitted
to the state and township officials were a
“clear forgery” and gave Masiello’s son a
rank of third out of 10 candidates when he
actually earned the rank of eighth.

At the time, the department was only
considering the top three qualifiers for
open spots on the force.

Union County Prosecutor’s Office De-
tective Cassie Kim, assigned to the Spe-
cial Prosecution Unit, conducted an in-
vestigation including more than 40 inter-
views and forensic examinations of tele-
phone records and computers.

“These charges are the culmination of
a lengthy but necessary investigation,”
Mr. Romankow said. “It is regrettable,
however, that Mr. Masiello corrupted the
testing process, which is a disservice to
all those who competed fairly to serve
their community.”

Masiello is scheduled to make his first
appearance before Union County Supe-
rior Court Judge Joan Robinson Gross on
November 7.
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SP Council
and a bench around the two-faced
clock, which will be formally un-
veiled during the Veterans Day cel-
ebrations on November 11. Mr.
Wussler offered “a million thanks” to
everyone who donated money. Mayor
Martin Marks thanked Mr. Wussler
for his efforts, which began earlier
this year.

Mayor Marks briefly addressed his
absence at the council’s October 14
meeting, during which Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool, a candidate for mayor
in next week’s election, presided.
There were some comments on local
Internet message boards as to whether
the mayor had absented himself pur-
posely in an effort to boost Mrs.
Malool’s electoral profile, but he said
on Tuesday that those persons who
thought it to be a “conspiracy” of
some kind and who ascribed a “ne-
farious motivation for my absence”
were incorrect. The mayor reported
that he was home with his wife, who
was recovering from a serious injury
that week.
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Planning Board Rejects
Rahway Road Plan

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerned
about opening the door to increased num-
bers of undersized lots, as well as overde-
velopment on the southside of Scotch
Plains, the planning board on Monday
turned down a minor subdivision applica-
tion on 1550 Rahway Road by a vote of 6-
3. Enrico and Carla Pigna sought to sub-
divide their property by relocating the lot
line, thus creating two undersized lots in
an area where the minimum lot size is
40,000 square feet. The two new lots
would have been less than 31,000 square
feet apiece.

At the 90-minute hearing, several
neighbors who testified were split on the
merits of the Pigna’s application.

Board member Ed DePaola expressed
concern that subdividing one-acre prop-
erties in that area of town would nega-
tively affect property values. He said the
board had recently denied a similar appli-
cation for a property at the corner of
Rahway and Raritan Roads.

Board members were concerned about
setting a precedent for others to seek
similar approvals. Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, a board member, wor-
ried about creating “an urbanization of
the southside” of Scotch Plains. Board
member Alice Agran expressed concern
about the “domino effect” an approval
could have on other similar properties.

Republican Officials Hold Meeting
To Discuss COAH Requirements

By JOHN MAGUIRE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SUMMIT – “This is a night for ques-
tions, answers and an open discussion,”
said State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. to the
capacity crowd gathered at the Summit
Municipal building on October 16 to learn
about the state’s newest Council on Af-
fordable Housing (COAH) requirements.

Republicans Mr. Kean, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick and Assemblyman Eric
Munoz called the meeting to help con-
cerned constituents and local municipal
officials understand the meaning of the
new COAH rules.

In perhaps the understatement of the
evening, Assemblyman Munoz told those
present that “COAH is quite complicated.”

Municipalities statewide are facing a
December 31 deadline to submit plans
outlining how each will comply with the
affordable housing quotas.

To comply with COAH’s new rules,
one out of every five new housing units
created in a municipality must be desig-
nated affordable. In addition, one afford-
able housing unit must be provided for
every 16 jobs created in a municipality by
new commercial development.

“We used to have a surplus [under the
old rules], but now, we have a deficit,”
Springfield Mayor Bart Fraenkel said.

Included in the new rules is a 2.5 per-
cent developer’s fee on commercial de-
velopment that the state says will be used
to offset the costs incurred by towns to
build housing. Regional Contribution
Agreements (RCAs), which allowed a
municipality to transfer a portion of its
fair-share housing obligation to another
town, have been eliminated.

According to Philip Morin, an attorney
and Union County Republican chairman
who spoke at the meeting, if a municipality
submits a plan to COAH by December 31,
and it is approved, it receives “substantive
certification,” which is designed to pro-
vide the municipality with protection from
exclusionary zoning litigation.

Municipalities that choose not to par-
ticipate in COAH’s administrative pro-
cess will be vulnerable to exclusionary
zoning lawsuits, according to Melissa
Orsen, COAH’s chief counsel.

She said there were myths about COAH,
which call for construction of 115,000 new
units of affordable housing statewide. She
said that it was not true that complying
with COAH means increased property
taxes, a statement that caused the crowd to
laugh.

COAH was created in 1985 by the Leg-
islatures in response to a case, in which the
Southern Burlington County N.A.A.C.P.
challenged the zoning ordinance of Mount
Laurel Township on the grounds that it
operated to exclude low- and moderate-
income persons from obtaining housing in
the municipality.

COAH utilizes a formula to determine
each municipality’s affordable housing re-
quirement. Municipalities who do not meet
the obligation can be penalized under the
“builder’s remedy.” According to the
COAH website, “In this type of lawsuit, a
builder sues a municipality on the basis
that it has not provided its fair share of

affordable housing, and then the court can
dictate where and how much affordable
housing the municipality provides and at
what density.”

“It is the municipalities’ option as to
how they create the housing and where
they create the housing,” Ms. Orsen added
in an attempt to alleviate concerns that the
state is forcing affordable housing on mu-
nicipalities.

Mr. Morin said, “The appellate division
has voted on a motion saying that they will
not grant additional time.” He called the
December 31 deadline for submitting plans
“firm.”

Jeffrey Janota, a planner familiar with
COAH’s complex requirements, explained
the housing element and fair-share com-
ponents of the reporting requirements.

Asked why the percentage of affordable
housing allowed for seniors had been re-
duced to 25 percent, Ms. Orsen said that
while COAH had asked for 50 percent, the
appellate courts had rejected the figure.
Age-restricted housing for people 55 and
over has traditionally been a popular way
for municipalities to meet their fair hous-
ing obligations.

Community leaders and members of the
public voiced their frustration.

“People are leaving New Jersey. Our
population is going down,” said Westfield
Councilman Frank Arena. “I hope this will
be looked at by legislators.”

“We have not faced the issue yet of
actual jobs declining,” Ms. Orsen said.

She added, “I see COAH moving down
the path of reality - especially given the
current economic conditions.”

COAH’s projections have been criti-
cized by legislators and municipal lead-
ers as out of synch with the economic
reality facing the state. Some of those in
attendance questioned how the state could
move forward with the third round with
the economy is teetering on the brink of
recession and homeowners plagued by
high taxes and falling house prices.

“We all have deep concerns,” Mr.
Bramnick told the capacity crowd. “In
this economy, how will we implement
this?” He added that COAH was at the
“forefront of challenges” facing legisla-
tors. “The law is not clear, the rule is not
clear,” he said. “I can guarantee you, its
gonna change and we hope for the better.”

Mr. Kean took issue with what he said
were overestimations of open space on
COAH’s maps. He is not alone.

Earlier this year, Senator Anthony
Bucco (R-25) pointed out that some areas
classified by COAH as open acreage for
development included parts of the
Picatinny Arsenal, a rest area, parts of the
median on Route 287, and areas between
the runways at Morristown airport.

Governor Jon Corzine has called hous-
ing a “basic right” for everyone and has
said that providing affordable housing is
a “moral and constitutional obligation.”

“We are trying to work with the New
Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency,” said Ms. Orsen. “There is an even
greater need for affordable housing now.”

COAH says that a municipality is obli-
gated to build affordable housing when
they build market-rate housing.


