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Patrick Connor for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, 2003
HAPPY HALLOWEEN...Carved pumpkins by residents throughout the area
add to the festive season in preparation for ‘Trick or Treat.’

Special Election Edition - Vote Tuesday, November 4 (6 a.m. to 8 p.m.)

FANWOOD – The annual Fanwood
and Scotch Plains Halloween Parade
and Costume Contest kicks off at the
Fanwood Memorial Library parking
lot (North and Forest Avenues,
Fanwood) at 5 p.m. on Friday, Octo-
ber 31. A slew of surprise treats will
await trick-or-treaters. Children and
adults who want to join the parade are
invited to assemble in front of the
library at 6 p.m. The parade will de-
part for LaGrande Park at 6:15 p.m.

The parade will end at the skating
rink near the tennis courts in LaGrande
Park. There, the costume contest will
be held for children of all ages, in-

cluding adults, starting at approxi-
mately 6:30 p.m. Also, the Jack-o-
Lantern contest will be held outside
the LaGrande Park building. Anyone
who wants to enter a pumpkin in the
contest should bring it there and fill
out an entry form by 6 p.m.

Prizes will be awarded for the best
costumes and the best jack-o-lanterns.
Free cider, donuts and coffee will be
provided, and a fun evening in the
park is promised to all who come.
The festivities are jointly presented
by the Fanwood Recreation Com-
mission and Scotch Plains Recreation
Commission.

Courtesy of Christine Ciccarino
FREEDOM’S WAY...The Raider flag, signed by all of the sixth grade players and coaches of the Scotch Plains Fanwood PAL
C football team, is flown in Iraq. The football team is not only playing each week for the fans in the stands, but for our troops
in harms way. The boys have dedicated their season to the troops, specifically those serving with Lt. Connor Crehan, who
is a PAL alumni and a personal friend of coach Russ Yeager. When Lt. Crehan comes home, he plans to present the flag back
to the team. As quoted in one of Lt. Crehan’s e-mails, “It means a lot to have the season dedicated to us.” The soldiers monitor
the team’s progress each week via e-mail and the Internet.

This Special Edition
Publisher’s Note: This annual spe-

cial edition of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times is mailed to every
household to encourage informed
voting on Election Day – Tuesday,
November 4. We urge you stay in-
formed all year round and subscribe.
Reading is good for you. See
timesnj.com/subscribe.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE 2008 TEAM...Fanwood candidates for borough council debated the issues
Monday night in the live televised forum on Fanwood TV35  sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and the League of Women Voters. Pictured, from
left to right, are: George Weiss of Fanwood TV35, candidates Robert Manduca
and Michael Szuch, moderator Fred Rossi of The Times, candidates Joan Wheeler
and Russell Huegel, James Grover of Fanwood TV and Kathleen Fetissoff of the
League of Women Voters.

FW Candidates Debate
Budget and Downtown Dev.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The four candi-
dates – two Democrats and two Re-
publicans – competing for two, three-
year borough council terms up for
grabs on November 4 met to debate in
a televised public forum Monday
night.

Co-sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the
League of Women Voters, the one-
hour debate – which was carried live
on Comcast cable television by TV-
35 – drew a crowd of nearly 40 people
to Borough Hall, where the mayor’s
office and five of the six seats on the
council are currently held by Demo-
crats.

The audience included Mayor Col-
leen Mahr as well as current and
former council members and other
elected officials.

Democrats Joan Wheeler and
Russell Huegel and Republicans Rob-
ert Manduca and Mike Lee Szuch
took alternating turns responding to a
series of pre-selected questions. The
issues ranged from the local budget
and state aid to downtown redevelop-
ment and the possibility of a munici-
pal merger.

Each candidate weighed in on the
issue of “extraordinary aid” from the
state, which has been applied for and
used by the borough to help finance
its budget.

Mr. Manduca said the borough
would not have to rely as much on
extraordinary aid if it was getting
more revenue from downtown rede-
velopment.

“We’ve got a hole in our budget
[that is] not so much a spending prob-
lem as a revenue problem,” he said.
“Twenty-five percent of the [down-
town] redevelopment is done; that’s

not acceptable progress.”
Mrs. Wheeler said, “To not apply

for extraordinary aid would have been
absolute negligence on the part of the
mayor and council,” adding that the
governing body “should be congratu-
lated” for saving “$200 per house-
hold” as a result of receiving the aid.

Mr. Szuch said he believed the bor-
ough has developed “an addiction” to
extraordinary aid.

“I’d like to see a citizens commit-
tee formed to help us look at the
overall [budget] picture extending out
several years,” he said, pointing to an
idea proposed by Mayor Mahr this
year.

Mr. Huegel said “no one thing is
going to solve the budget problem,”
but he noted that, “extraordinary aid
is our tax money that we’re getting
back [from the state].” He added that
there is “no shame in going after it.”

When asked whether there were
any budget items that were “off lim-
its” in terms of potential reductions,
Mr. Huegel said, “I would probably
not rule out any area; governing is
about making choices.”

Mr. Szuch responded that, “police
and public safety are off limits.”

“It’s a disservice to the town as a
whole to even look at that as a method
to cut costs,” he said.

Each candidate was then asked for
their position on the idea of Fanwood
merging with another municipality.

Mrs. Wheeler said, “It’s something
that must be explored…and then be
put to the residents of Fanwood in the
form of a referendum.”

Mr. Huegel agreed, adding, “We
should put [the issue] in the hands of
a study and see what it reveals [and]
how much we would save [by merg-
ing].”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains Candidates’
Forum Proceeds Sans Dems

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Republican
mayoral candidate Nancy Malool and
council candidate Mary DePaola par-
ticipated in a forum on October 23
hosted by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and the League of Women Vot-
ers.

The debate, moderated by The
Times’ Fred Rossi, covered topics in-
cluding the municipal budget, the re-
cently approved Special Improvement
District and recreation projects in the
township. Due to the absence of
Democratic mayoral candidate Kevin
Glover and council candidate Theresa
Mullen, Ms. Malool and Ms. DePaola
alternated questions for half of an
hour.

In discussing the municipal bud-
get, Ms. Malool said she has “been
honest and straightforward” about the
potential for tax increases, which she
attributed to mandated increases in
pension payments, Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority fees and health

insurance costs.
“We’re $1.5 million in the hole

right now,” Ms. Malool said. “If we
used our whole surplus, we would
still have at least a six-point increase.
And that’s without any increases in
our departments.”

Ms. DePaola said that during their
campaign, she and Ms. Malool have
attempted to educate “residents about
exactly where their tax money goes,”
saying that a majority of property
taxes go to the county and school
board, while only 18 percent goes to
the township.

“Once you break that down to a
resident and they really get to see the
big picture, I think that they have a
better understanding of where the
money goes,” Ms. DePaola said.

On the topic of the Special Im-
provement District (SID), Ms. Malool
said based on the performance of
other SIDs, she could “probably guar-
antee … that people will make their
money back tenfold within the first
couple of years.” Ms. Malool also
said she believed an SID is especially
necessary during difficult economic
times.

“What I said at the time, and what
I still say, is when you’re in an eco-
nomic downturn, that’s probably the
best time to enact a Special Improve-
ment District,” Ms. Malool said.
“When business is bad, you have to
do things to increase your business

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOO...Happy Halloween everyone from witches, satans, catwoman,

Poison Ivy, clowns, friends and staff of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Voters to Elect Federal and County
Leaders; Choose Mayors, Councils

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – New Jersey voters will
head to the polls to select a new
President of the United States, a new
Congressional member and a United
States senator, as well as decide mu-
nicipal races in more than a dozen
Union County municipalities. In ad-

dition, two referendums will ask vot-
ers to choose whether voter approval
should be necessary for state borrow-
ing, andwhether to change the pro-
cess of appointing judiciary positions.
(See election coverage, which begins
on Page 21).

Polls will be open on Tuesday,
November 4, from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The latest voter-registration numbers,
issued October 20 from the Union
County Board of Elections, indicated
that 299,762 registered voters exist in
the county, with Democrats holding a
124,342 to 44,909 edge over Republi-
cans. The county has 130,416 unaffili-
ated voters. The number of registered
voters has increased by 20,000 since
the June Primary, according to the Union
County Board of Elections website.

U.S. Senators Barack Obama (D)
and John McCain (R) are running to
replace President George W. Bush in
the White House. The leading cam-
paign issues are the struggling
economy, including Wall Street wor-
ries and the thousands of foreclosures
due to the collapse of the sub-prime
mortgage market, and reducing the
nation’s dependence on foreign oil.
Also running are Independent Ralph
Nader and former congressman Rob-
ert Barr, running as a Libertarian.

Mayoral races will be held in Scotch
Plains, Clark and Elizabeth. Contested
council races will take place in Ber-
keley Heights, Clark, Cranford, Eliza-
beth, Fanwood, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Linden, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Spring-
field, Summit and Winfield Park.

There are uncontested council elec-
tions being held in Mountainside,
Roselle and Union. There are no
municipal elections in Westfield this
year, and Hillside holds non-partisan
elections in May.

In addition, the first referendum
question will ask voters to decide if
future state borrowing should require
voter approval. The second question
proposes that municipal judges who
cover multiple towns no longer be
appointed by the Governor, but in-
stead that the Legislature determine
the process by which these judges are
appointed.

The Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict race between veteran state legis-
lators Senator Leonard Lance of
Hunterdon County and Assembly-
woman Linda Stender of Fanwood is
considered one of the most competi-
tive in the country. The district cur-
rently stretches from Union County
to Hunterdon County. Mrs. Stender
nearly pulled an upset when she lost
to Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-New Provi-
dence) in 2006 by one percentage
point. Independent candidate and
Bridgewater councilman Michael
Hsing, a registered Republican, seeks
to make it a three-way race.

The race has been highlighted by
weekly negative political mail pieces
by candidates Stender and Lance. The
contest has also been an expensive

Council OKs Animal Control,
Korean War Clock Delivered

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved a
resolution renewing the township’s
animal control contract with Asso-
ciated Humane Societies (AHS) for
2009. Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato said that there is “no other
option for this service that we must
provide.” For the past several years,
the Newark-based company has
been the only provider of such ser-
vices.

AHS will be paid $57,500 for its
services next year, an increase of
$5,750 — or 11 percent — from this
year’s rate. Mrs. Coronato said she
hoped that Union County officials
would soon decide on a county-spon-
sored animal control effort so that
that municipalities themselves will
not have to pay what she termed “ex-
orbitant fees” for the service.

In other business, during its 30-
minute meeting, the council approved
a contract of no more than $5,800
with Hatch Mott McDonald to per-
form engineering and environmental
analysis of a strip of township-owned
property at 2236 North Avenue. The
expectation is that, eventually, the
property, which is situated just west
of the Charlie Brown’s restaurant,

can be sold.
Don Wussler, a Korean War vet-

eran who has been spearheading the
effort to raise money for a clock to be
placed outside the municipal build-
ing, said he had exceeded his goal of

$15,000. He told the council that the
clock was to be delivered yesterday.
He suggested that any additional funds
beyond the cost of the clock, which
cost $13,500, be used for brick pavers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

See pages 21 to 26 and www.goleader.com/08election for detailed voting information


