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mon-sat 10-6; sun 12-5; thurs till 8

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

pottery – jewelry – glass – metal – textiles – wood – paper

221 North Ave East
Westfield

908-654-0444
 www.thefarmhousestore.com

                          Witches Ball

Glass witches balls have been used for

home protection against evil spirits

and witches spells for centuries.

The bad spirits are drawn into

of the glass and

inside protecting the

 home from harm!

$28.99 each

DAVID WROE, MUSIC DIRECTOR

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.

MONSTER 
MUSIC

FEATURING 
FRANKENSTEIN  

THE MOVIE 
WITH LIVE! SYMPHONIC 
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TICKETS: $25 - $70
Students: $10 
Call: (908) 232-9400 
Email: wso@westfieldsymphony.org

Visit our ticket outlets:
TOWN BOOKS, Westfield
MARTIN JEWELERS, Cranford

Saturday November 1, 2008 at 8pm
Presbyterian Church in Westfield

Halloween 

Costume 

Contest

Westfield Symphony
Presents Frankenstein

WESTFIELD – On November 1, at
8 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) presents Monster
Music – a spectacular Halloween cel-
ebration featuring the 1931 classic
movie Frankenstien with a new live
symphonic soundtrack and a Hallow-
een costume contest with a first prize
of $200.

Frankenstein, created in 1931, has
often been praised as the definitive
horror film.

Now the WSO has brought this
movie to life in symphonic technicolor
by creating, and performing, an or-
chestral soundtrack to accompany the
showing of the movie.

The original movie is a ‘talky’ but
contains no musical soundtrack. Us-
ing masterworks of the classical rep-
ertoire, the fully professional orches-
tra, under the direction of Maestro
David Wroe, will perform live a
newly created soundtrack as the clas-
sic movie is projected above the or-

chestra and in full view of the audi-
ence.

The creation of the monster, the
lake scene with the little girl, and the
burning windmill at the end, to men-
tion but a few of the movie’s memo-
rable sequences, are brought to life
in front of everyone’s eyes with a
thrilling live performance of some
of the scariest and most intense mu-
sic ever composed.

And Maestro Wroes’s intelligent
use of deep mood music even helps
the movie enlist the public’s sympa-
thy for Frankenstein’s monster, who
kills not out of an innate savagery, but
because he is misunderstood.

With split-second timing and pre-
cision, enhancing the dark, mysteri-
ous and chilling atmosphere of the
whole movie, more than 50 fully pro-
fessional WSO musicians, perform,
in semi-darkness, from the master-
pieces of Richard Strauss,
Tchaikovsky, Beethoven, Liszt,
Mozart, Saint-Saens and more, creat-
ing a symbiosis of the popular idiom
and fine arts.

The evening will also feature a
performance of Kodaly’s Variations
on a Hungarian Folksong (The Pea-
cock), as well as a Halloween cos-
tume contest. Concertgoers are in-
vited to come to the concert in cos-
tume and compete for cash prizes.
First prize is $200.

Dr. Shuang Goe Wroe, prior to the
concert’s 7 p.m. start, will conduct a
short lecture and pre-concert Hal-
loween chat designed to make the
music experience more enjoyable

Tickets are priced between $25 and
$70. Students will be admitted at $10.
Tickets may be purchased directly
from the WSO office (224 E. Broad
Street) or by calling the box office at
(908) 232-9400.

Tickets are also available at Town
Book Store in Westfield and Martin
Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, call (908)
232 9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, or go
to westfieldsymphony.org.

Midsummer Night’s Dream
Concludes This Weekend

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) opens its
2008–2009 season with William
Shakespeare’s romantic comedy, A
Midsummer Night’s Dream. The show
ends production this Friday and Sat-
urday evening, October 24 and Octo-
ber 25, at 8 p.m.

The 24-hour ticket tape at (908)
232-1221 is now on and all reserved
seating is $15. Non-member ticket
requests must be accompanied by
payment to secure a reservation. The
theater is located at 1000 North Av-
enue, West in Westfield.

Naomi Yablonsky directs this tale
of nature and star-crossed lovers set
in the woodlands ruled by a fairy king
and queen. She is assisted by associ-
ate director Jerry Yablonsky and stage
manager Barbara Ruban.

The cast is a blend of WCP veter-
ans and newcomers who inhabit this
wondrous glen. Steve Lemenille is
Theseus, Debbie Badal is Queen
Hippolyta and Allen Gershenson is
Egeus. Other cast members include
Candy Predham, Ryan Correll, Pe-
ter Curley, Erica Flory, Anne Marie
Viola, Joe Penczak (Westfield),
Jackie Weiner (Westfield), Rick Rob-
erts, Claudio Venancio, Bill Van Sant,
Garry Tamburro, Ted Satur
(Westfield), Joe Belden (Fanwood),
Danielle Levitt (Westfield), Eliza-
beth Minski (Fanwood), Karina
Otero and Desiree Ewankov
(Fanwood).

Visit the WCP website at:
westfieldcommunityplayers.org for
more details and information about
upcoming productions.

Connie Francis is Happy to be Back
At Home – on the Stage and in New Jersey

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — “I’m always happy
to be home, I love New Jersey – the
city is nearby, you have the beach,
gambling, sports complexes, you’ve
got history.” Those were the first
words Connie Francis said during a
phone interview with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week from her
home in Parkland, Fla.

The Newark- and Bloomfield-
raised songstress is also excited to
hear of the improvements to down-
town Rahway, where she will per-
form, backed by a 21-piece orchestra,
at the Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC) on Saturday night.

Her upbeat sentiment is a new
course for the singer, who has faced
tough battles in her personal life,
which she shares openly in her 1984
book “Who’s Sorry Now?” – named
after her first big hit – and is working
on a second autobiography that picks
up where the first left off, a pursuit
that helps the 69-year-old relax.

An adaptation of her life story for
the big screen is in the works with
Gloria Estefan slated to portray
Francis in the movie. “I’m not par-
ticularly happy with the script,”
Francis said. “Gloria and I have both
been working on it. We don’t have
what we want yet, and we have been
working on it for several years,” she
said.

Following her success of 35 hit
singles in the late 1950s and early
1960s, Francis was on tour in
Westbury, Long Island, in 1974. What
would happen later that night would

be the beginning of a downward spi-
ral for the hard-working balladress.

Francis, upon entering her Howard
Johnson hotel room after performing
that evening was held at knifepoint
and raped by a man who was never
identified.

“And then my brother was mur-
dered in ’81, and my marriage broke
up, and I lost my voice for four years.
I couldn’t sing a line of any song,” she
said. Then, over the course of nine
years, beginning in 1983, she was
committed to a number of mental
institutions.

At the time, she was diagnosed
with bipolar disorder and prescribed
lithium to combat the symptoms,
something she said happens all too
often in mental hospitals.

“Nowadays, I know I was misdiag-
nosed – I was never bipolar,” she
disclosed. “I have a wonderful doctor
in New Jersey that I am still in contact
with at least a couple times a week…
She said to me, ‘I don’t believe you
are manic depressive, I think you are
something else. Let’s try to wean you
away from Lithium slowly.’”

Francis continued, “Nothing hap-
pened; I had no highs or no lows. I am
relatively happy these days. I am at
peace with myself for the first time in
many years, and I feel really good.”

She finds that one of the best thera-
pies for her is performing live. “When
I step on stage now, like always, I feel
like I’m walking into my living room,”
she said.

The family affair continues after
each show when she invites her fans
backstage for a long autograph-and-
picture session.

“I love people, and I like making
people happy. That is the greatest
reward. There is no other profession
where you can be so extravagantly
rewarded merely for doing the thing
you love doing best and sharing a
God-given gift you had nothing at all
to do with, and to be able to touch
people and impact their lives in every
country in the world is a wonderful
feeling.”

Her father, who worked closely
with her, urged her to compose al-
bums in various languages.

“My father always said that you
would have to record in each country
in the language of the people because
you have to make friends for
America,” she said. “I think that if I
were recording now, I would prob-
ably record in Arabic because maybe
it would be a way to make friends.”

During her show in Rahway’s newly
restored theatre, she will play some of
her Italian, Spanish and Jewish ver-
sions, as well as a medley of her hits
accompanied by a visual of the story
behind the songs and the people in the
business with whom she worked at the
height of her career, musicians such as
Bobby Darin and Neil Sedaka.

Sedaka and his friend, lyricist
Howard Greenfield, gave Francis her
second chart-topping record, “Stupid
Cupid,” a title Sedaka intended for
another girl group and was embar-
rassed to play for her because he
thought it too simple.

“It took a lot of coaxing for Neil to
play it. And finally, he played a few
lines of the song. I started jumping up
and down, and I said ‘Stupid Cupid’ –
my new hit title,” she said with all of
the giddiness of a teenager. The duo of
songwriters would also write her num-
ber-one song “Where the Boys Are,”
which would inspire a 1960 movie
starring Francis.

In those days, Francis was touring
around the world, performing on na-
tional television shows such as
“American Bandstand” and the “Ed
Sullivan Show,” as well as interna-
tional television, entertaining the
troops in Vietnam, starring in feature
films, and banging out new records, a
schedule that she was thrilled to live
by.

Today, she is content with a more
refined timetable. “My life, dear, isn’t
frenetic the way it used to be. I look at
the chronology of those days and say
‘My God, how did I do all of that?’
These days, I pick and choose maybe
nine concerts a year with trips to for-
eign countries,” she said. “I’m just not
as frenetic. It’s not the whirlwind kind
of life that it had always been.”

“Connie Francis... The Legend Con-
tinues!”  takes place Saturday, No-
vember 1, at 8 p.m. at UCPAC. Visit
ucpac.org for more information.

Snapshots in Time Bring Joy
And Sadness at UCC Exhibit

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Before DVDs,
cell-phone cameras and digital tech-
nology, there was essentially only
one way to preserve the memory of
a still image: point and click.

An exhibit at the Tomasulo Gal-
lery at Union County College (UCC)
in Cranford entitled “Snapshots in
Time: Vernacular Photography from
the past 75 years” explores this “old-

fashioned,” yet still important,
means of stopping time and pre-
serving memories.

“Snapshots in Time” coincides
with the 75th anniversary of UCC.

UCC professor Robert Yoskowitz
guest curates the exhibit, which con-
sists mostly of photos from his pri-
vate collection.

These photographs lend an air of
mystery to the exhibit because, with
very few exceptions, the photos are
of people he has never personally
met.

Professor Yoskowitz collected
many of the photographs in the ex-
hibit at flea markets and garage
sales.

“I am fascinated by visual repre-
sentations in all mediums and have
been collecting photographs and

other art for the past 30 years,”
Professor Yoskowitz said, adding
that the photos on exhibit are just a
small part of his collection.

“It’s quite sad. For these photos
to end up as part of a garage sale,
the family must have reached a point
where they just didn’t care any-
more,” said Lisa Williamson of
Rahway, a docent at the Tomasulo
Gallery.

Yet, in their own way, the photos

bring joy, as Professor Yoskowitz
points out.

“The exhibition is about the joy
for the photographer who made
these images and for those who were
on the receiving end of it,” he said.

“The viewer senses this joy, as
well as the pathos of these pictures
by anonymous photographers and
their subjects, who are now lost to
us, and their families,” he explained.

“Taken out of their original con-
text, the photographers and their
subjects become art,” he said.

Since the photographers are
anonymous, Professor Yoskowitz
calls most of the photographs “Un-
titled.”

The photographs are arranged in
groupings according to the decade
he believed they were photographed.

The timeline ranges from the
1930s and continues to 2008.

The years 2000 to 2008 form a
collage of photographs from the
UCC community.

Any UCC studentm staff, or fac-
ulty member can participate in
UCC’s 75th Anniversary celebra-
tion by stopping by Tomasulo Gal-
lery and adding a photo to the col-
lage of Vernacular Photography.

As an exhibit, the pre-2000 pho-
tos represent a collection of contra-
dictions.

Those who have been forgotten
by their own are now center stage.

They’ve been lost to history, but
they are still here.

The reflections of the photographs
from the past are challenged by the
vitality, energy and animation of
those photographs making up the
present-day collage.

“Snapshots in Time: Vernacular
Photography from the past 75 years”
will be at the Tomasulo Gallery until
October 30.

The Tomasulo Gallery is located
in the Mackay Library Building on
the Cranford Campus, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

For more information, contact
Tomasulo Gallery at (908) 709-7155
or visit ucc.edu/go/TomArt.

IN THE NICK OF TIME...A Union County College exhibit at the Tomasulo Gallery
features an exhibit on “stopping time and preserving memories.”

Read about Maestro Wroe’s appearance
on this week’s episode of “State of the

Arts” – just in time for Halloween
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