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Fanwood Poet Adele Kenny
Releases New Chapbook

FANWOOD – Finishing Line Press
of Georgetown, Ky., announced the
publication of Fanwood poet Adele
Kenny’s new chapbook,
“The Kite and Other Po-
ems from Childhood,”
which is available now
through November 1 for
pre-publication orders
that include free ship-
ping.

Ms. Kenny is the au-
thor of 23 books (poetry
and nonfiction). Nearly
700 of her poems, re-
views and articles have
been published through-
out the United States and
abroad, and her poems
have appeared in books
and anthologies pub-
lished by Crown, Tuttle and McGraw-
Hill. Schiffer publishes her reference
books on antiques and collectibles.

Ms. Kenny is the recipient of numer-
ous awards for her poetry, including
two fellowships from the New Jersey
State Arts Council, a first place Merit
Book Award, a first place Henderson
Award, a Writer’s Digest Award, Allen
Ginsberg Poetry Awards and a Thomas
Merton Poetry of the Sacred Prize.

A former professor of creative writ-
ing in the College of New Rochelle

Graduate School, she has been fea-
tured in the Poets Among Us at the
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Festival.

She is founding direc-
tor of the Carriage
House Poetry Series at
the Kuran Arts Center
in Fanwood, poetry edi-
tor of Tiferet Magazine
and is currently com-
pleting her doctorate in
theology.

“The Kite and Other
Poems from Child-
hood” contains 24 po-
ems written when the
author was between the
ages of 4 and 10. They
invite adult readers to
remember their own
childhoods and are ap-

propriate for even the youngest read-
ers.

The book sells for $12 per copy.
Orders may be placed using PayPal
via the Internet at
finishinglinepress.com (click on
“New Releases” and scroll down;
authors are listed alphabetically) or
by sending a check or money order to
Finishing Line Press, P.O. Box 1626,
Georgetown, Kentucky 40324.

The shipping date is December 8,
in time for holiday gift-giving.

Church Combines Silent
Film with Theater Organ

Courtesy of John R. Panosh
SILENCE IS GOLDEN…Trent
Johnson, seated at the console of the
Wurlitzer organ in New York City’s
Radio City Music Hall, will serve as the
organist for the evening. Mr. Johnson,
a fan of silent films, will provide 90
minutes of uninterrupted organ music
as the film plays.

WESTFIELD – Halloween is al-
most here, and with it comes the
changing color of leaves, autumn and
all things scary.

On Friday, Octo-
ber 24, at 7:30 p.m.
in the sanctuary of
Westfield’s First
United Methodist
Church (FUMC),
the “Mighty”
Aeolian-Skinner or-
gan will slowly fill
its bellows with air,
the lights will dim
and the music will
begin in the tradi-
tion of the old the-
aters of the early
1900s, when the the-
ater organ provided
all the music as the
soundtrack to the
film of the evening.

F. W. Murnau’s
full-length feature
film Nosferatu from
1922 is this year’s
presentation. This
film is the first to
feature the Bram
Stoker story of
Dracula and is an eerie and dark jour-
ney into the world of German expres-
sionistic cinema.

This film has been digitally re-
stored and will be shown in a beauti-
ful clean print with the original color
toning and tinting. Actor Max Schreck
appears as the vampire Count Orlok,
a gaunt and gracious, yet hideous,
character whose looks would frighten
the most diehard of horror movie

fans.
The organist for the evening will be

Trent Johnson, organist and music
director of
F U M C -
Westfield. Mr.
Johnson, a fan of
silent films, will
provide 90 min-
utes of uninter-
rupted organ
music as the film
plays.

In previous
years, Mr.
Johnson has pro-
vided the impro-
vised “theater”
organ accompa-
niment to other
silent films, in-
cluding Dr.
Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde (1920),
The Phantom of
the Opera (1925)
and The Hunch-
back of Notre
Dame (1923).

The donation
at the door will
be $10, with all

proceeds to benefit the UMCOR well
water campaign. This organization,
also known as “Wells of Hope,” digs
and maintains wells in Nicaragua,
Sudan, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan.

The church is located at 1 East
Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information, call (908) 233-4211 daily
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Parking will
be found in the church lot, adjacent
lots and on nearby streets.

Work and Passion Meet
The Water for NJ’s Olsen

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Just about anything any-
one could ever want to know about
the maritime history of northern New
Jersey waterways is available in a
new book entitled “A Great
Conveniency: A Maritime History of
the Passaic River, the Hackensack
River and the Newark Bay,” written
by Wayne resident Kevin Olsen.

Mr. Olsen said
his interest in wa-
terways began as a
young boy.

“I have always
been fascinated by
things that float,”
he told The
Westfield Leader
and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood
Times.

At the time, Mr.
Olsen’s maternal
grandfather would
take him to the
Acquackanonck
Bridge at
Wallington in
Passaic County,
and he would fill
young Mr. Olsen
with tales of how
the bridge was de-
stroyed during the Revolutionary
War to prevent the British from
crossing it.

Mr. Olsen also grew up hearing
stories of the sea from his father’s
side of the family.

“Every male on my father’s side
had served in the Navy,” he said.

“I put the two [influences] together
and came up with ‘A Great
Conveniency,’” he added.

This comprehensive and thor-
oughly researched book took about
20 years to write, although Mr. Olsen
admits that there were times when “A
Great Conveniency” did not get his
full attention.

“I am not a full-time historian,” he
explained.

However, the author’s full-time
work is inextricably related to what
he calls “his passion.”

As a member of Montclair State
University’s Passaic River Institute,

Mr. Olsen works on projects related
to pollution control and pollution
remediation.

In addition, Mr. Olsen is an instru-
mentation specialist on the support
staff of Montclair State’s chemistry
and biochemistry department.

“A Great Conveniency” looks at
the roles the Hackensack and Passaic
Rivers and the Newark Bay played in
making what New Jersey is today.

From pioneer
days to the rise of
suburbia, Mr.
Olsen spares no
detail as he delves
into how the wa-
terways have in-
fluenced the
state’s economy,
history and land-
scape.

Mr. Olsen sees
“A Great
Conveniency” as
being of interest
to three groups:
those who love
boating, those
who are actively
engaged in the
promotion of the
waterways for
recreational use
and those who

want to reinstate public access to river
travel.

The book’s many photographs,
maps, sketches, diagrams and even
cartoons relating to New Jersey’s
maritime history supplement Mr.
Olsen’s research.

One of his goals for the book is to
share his insight on the past, present
and future importance of New Jersey
waterways.

“The continuity of any community
depends on the bodies of water that
flow in it and through it,” he said.

“I hope all who read ‘A Great
Conveniency’ will see the book as a
celebration of this relationship,” he
said.

“A Great Conveniency” can be pur-
chased at all local bookstores, or di-
rectly from the publisher, American
History Imprints, headed by former
Westfield resident David Kane, at
americanhistoryimprints.com.

Junior Musical Club
Announces New Officers

NEW OFFICERS…Officers of the Junior Musical Club of Westfield, announced
recently, include, from left to right, James Chu, Anna Adamovich, Anne Marie
Noronha, Sue Xiao, Marissa Berlant, Wendy Lin and Gabriel Rodrigues.

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield announced its
new slate of officers: President,
Wendy Lin; Vice-President of Pro-
grams, Gabriel Rodrigues; Vice-
President of Auditions, James Chu;
Treasurer, Anna Adamovich; Secre-
tary, Anne Marie Noronha; Hospi-
tality, Sue Xiao; Publicity, Marissa
Berlant, and Historian, Armando
Lamberti.

The Junior Musical Club, a divi-
sion of The Musical Club of Westfield,
is a performing group of 8th grade
through high school instrumentalists
and vocalists from Westfield and
nearby communities.

Club meetings are held once a
month throughout the year. The first
meeting of the Junior Musical Club
took place Sunday, October 19, at the
home of Gabriel, vice-president of
Programs, in Mountainside.

The Junior Musical Club will
present an Ensemble Concert on
Monday, March 16, 2009, at 7:30
p.m. and a Senior Recital on Monday,
June 8, 2009, at 7:30 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield. Both concerts are
free and open to the public.

Auditions for membership in the
Junior Musical Club are open to indi-
viduals in grades 8 to 12 who are
studying music. Two pieces must be
performed for the audition – one piece
from the period up to and including
Beethoven and another from the Ro-
mantic or Modern period.

The first audition of the season will
be held next month, on Wednesday,
November 5, at 7 p.m. at the home of
James, who lives at 816 Boulevard in
Westfield. Other audition dates in-
clude Wednesday, February 4, 2009,
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Sue, who
lives at 574 Pierson Street in Westfield,
and Sunday, June 14, 2009, at 4:30
p.m. at the home of Beverly Thomson
Shea, who resides at 2121 Princeton
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

To audition, or for more informa-
tion, contact James, vice-president of
auditions, at (908) 928-0565.

Former WF Resident
Directs ‘Simpsons’

WESTFIELD – Bob Anderson, son
of Joan Anderson and the late Robert
Anderson of Westfield, directed this
season’s “Simpsons’ Treehouse of
Horrors,” which airs on Sunday, No-
vember 2, at 8 p.m. on Fox Channel 5.
Having directed more than 30 epi-
sodes, animator and director Mr. Ander-
son has been a part of “The Simpsons”
since 1990.

Mr. Anderson’s directorial debut
came in 1993’s “Bart’s Inner Child.”
He went on to direct such classics as
“Lisa On Ice,” “Two Dozen and One
Greyhounds,” the Emmy-nominated
“Treehouse of Horror VI” and many
others. He was also a sequence director
on The Simpsons Movie.

Mr. Anderson graduated from
Westfield High School in 1983 and
from The Joe Kubert School of Cartoon
and Graphic Arts in Dover in 1987. He
then worked as a freelance animator for
the commercial art industry in Man-
hattan until he joined “The Simpsons.”

NEXT WEEK: The Leader/ Times chats
with Mr. Anderson about his career
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Discover...

Discover an Old Source for
Exciting New Things”

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – In a time of heart-
stopping financial roller coaster un-
certainty, Urinetown: the Musical,
now playing at Cranford Dramatic
Club’s Community Theater, provides
some much-needed comic relief.

In the Tony Award-winning 2002
Best Musical, a futuristic land is
plagued by a 20-year drought. Un-
scrupulous businessmen levy taxes
on the public to “pay to pee.”

If sanitation laws are broken, the
guilty person is sent to a penal colony
called Urinetown. With music, lyrics
and book by Mark Hollmann and
Greg Kotis, the show thumbs its
proverbial nose at money-grubbing
businessmen and amoral public
officials, while taking unconventional
jabs at musical comedy conventions.

A wry narrator, Officer Lockstock
(Bobby Wolfe), tells the audience that
Urinetown, the central conceit of the
show, is mythical. The debonair of-
ficer, affecting a suave, Hollywood
attitude, lowers his mirrored glasses
and speaks directly to either the audi-
ence or to a precocious, young street
urchin named Little Sally (Allison
Acquafredda). A typical All-Ameri-
can hero, Bobby Strong, (Brian Hall),
along with his no-nonsense sidekick
Miss Penelope Pennywise, (Melissa
Loderstedt) runs one of the local pub-
lic urinals.

When Bobby’s dad (Charlie
DelRisco) relieves himself on the
street because he can’t pay the exor-
bitant bathroom fee, Officers
Lockstock and Barrel (Kevin J.
Kessler) whisk him off to Urinetown,
causing Bobby’s allegiances to shift.

Behind the toilet taxes are corrupt
business tycoon Caldwell B. Cladwell
(Joe Vierno) and his partner Senator
Fipp (Joel Redmount).

When recent college graduate Hope
Cladwell (Andrea Brooks) goes to
her father for a job at the Urine Good
Company (UGC), she learns the truth

CDC’s Urinetown Produces
Much-Needed Comic Relief
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about his greed and corruption.
In true musical comedy fashion,

love, hate and a surprise ending ap-
pear in this tongue-in-cheek song and
dance show. The powerful ensemble’s
quick-change artistry enables them
to switch from filthy street rebels to
sophisticated business moguls and
then magically become an entire po-
lice force.

Inventive choreography by Megan
Ferentinos is especially sparkling in
“Snuff that Girl” that features finger-
snapping moves reminiscent of West
Side Story. Vocally, Melissa
Loderstedt, Brian Hall and Andrea
Brooks, all Broadway quality, are
unforgettable.

Little Becky Two Shoes, played
unconventionally in drag by Jared
Picone, has some truly funny bits
involving divine healing or the lack
thereof.

Allison Acquafredda’s quirky Little
Sally character is paradoxically per-
plexed and astute as to the world’s
injustice that she sees firsthand. Hi-
lariously stuffy Cladwell senior,
played by veteran Joe Vierno, brings
down the house in “Don’t be the
Bunny.”

His backup lackeys from UGC, who
do his bidding, add to the merry mad-
ness. A five-piece band has been
placed judiciously behind the set. On
October 17, John Brzozowski sat in
for conductor/pianist Larry N.
Rothweiler, Jr. and kept the show’s
pace brisk.

Lighting designer Mark Reilly
transforms the scrim and stage areas
to bring to life either the UGC board-
room or the brown/black/gray ghetto
scenes.

Director Becky Randazzo’s vision
pulls the piece together for a thor-
oughly terrific evening.

Although the unique set by John
Hoppe and John Menter is a dirty, two-
tiered unpolished portion of filthy in-
ner city, the sunshine this musical pro-
duction exudes is absolutely blinding.

Wroe Appears on NJN’s
‘State of the Arts’ Show

WESTFIELD – Just in time for
Halloween, this week’s episode of
“State of the Arts” explores the art of
the grotesque, the macabre and the
simply spooky, while featuring a fig-
ure in the Westfield arts scene.

Hauntings features an orchestra
playing live scary music as a score to
the 1931 classic film Frankenstein,
the craft of the theatrical mask maker,
a tour of cemeteries and tombstones
and the Jersey Devil making an ap-
pearance in a ballet.

This encore presentation airs on
Wednesday, October 29, at 11:30 p.m.,
with a rebroadcast on Friday, Octo-
ber 26, at 8:30 p.m.

The classic 1931 horror/monster
film Frankenstein, starring Boris
Karloff, unlike the later Karloff se-
quels, did not have a musical score.
David Wroe, music director and con-
ductor of the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra, saw an opportunity.

Mr. Wroe, a resident of Spring-
field, arranged well-known scary
music for the orchestra and performed
it live during a screening of the origi-
nal film.

The evening includes music by
Saint-Saëns, Liszt, Prokofiev and
Strauss. “State of the Arts” producer
Eric Schultz goes to the theater at
Kean University in Union for a fright-
filled Halloween evening perfor-
mance. The program includes inter-
views with Mr. Wroe and clips from
the film.

“State of the Arts” airs every Fri-
day at 8:30 p.m., followed by an en-
core presentation each Wednesday at
11:30 p.m. All new “State of the Arts”
programs will be broadcast in high
definition (HDTV) on NJN’s digital
channel.

The current episode of State of
the Arts can be viewed online at
njn.net.

NJWA Designs Guitar,
Voices Class for Novices

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) has
created two new courses with novice
musicians in mind. Experiencing
Guitar and Young Voices, both taught
by Nicole Signorella, have been de-
veloped specifically for students ages
5, 6 and 7.

Since every instrument is unique in
its own way, young, aspiring musi-
cians will learn the very basics of
musical instruments while they ex-
plore their talents in Experiencing
Guitar.

This class introduces novice gui-
tarists to the correct way of han-
dling a guitar, how to play the in-
strument with appropriate technique
and posture and how to distinguish
the various sounds of a guitar ver-
sus other string instruments. This
small group class also introduces
basic melodic notation and rhyth-
mic patterns.

Young Voices is a group sing-along
class, in which children learn the cor-
rect techniques of singing through
various interactive materials. Chil-
dren sing to popular folk songs, books
and poems. They memorize lyrics to
other songs, while experimenting with
pitch, breathing and volume. This
course also encourages children to
sing together in unison and to com-
bine words with actions.

Musical instructor for both classes,
Ms. Signorella is a graduate of Seton
Hall University with a Bachelor of
Science degree in elementary and
special education and a double major
in music, with concentrations in voice
and guitar.

She was part of the Seton Hall
Touring Choir and performed on
stage at Seton Hall’s campus for
many cabarets, which included mu-
sic from Irvin Berlin and Rodgers
and Hammerstein.

Ms. Signorella has studied voice
and acting professionally since age 6
and worked for a talent agency for
many years. She has also recorded
albums of original songs and cover
songs. Her styles and genres in music
include country, jazz, R & B and
musical theater, and she loves to ex-
periment musically and lyrically.

Young Voices will be offered on
Fridays, from 5 to 5:45 p.m. and
Experiencing Guitar from 6 to 6:45
p.m., beginning October 3, and con-
tinuing until December 19. Tuition
for late registrants will be pro-rated
accordingly.

To register for either course, call
(908) 789-9696 or visit the NJWA
Studios at 150-152 East Broad Street
in Westfield. Additional information
is available on the web at
njworkshopforthearts.com.


