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BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran
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908 233 6161
www.classicconstructionservice.com

No Job is Too Small or Too Big

MASONRY

REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Porches • Steps

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242

40 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Marigliano

Cell: 732-421-0033

Hsing Challenges Opponents to Debate

Campaign Release: Michael Hsing Independent

Independent Congressional candi-
date Michael Hsing has issued a di-
rect challenge to his two opponents in
the 7th District race, Republican
Leonard Lance and Democrat Linda
Stender, to participate in a three-way
debate.

Mr. Hsing, a Bridgewater council-
man, said he was denied participation
in two previous debates on Septem-
ber 16 and another on October 14.
Mr. Hsing said in as release that the
news media has unfairly deprived him
of equal coverage of his candidacy
and the two partisan candidates have
been avoiding debates with him.

“Despite strong popular support
and prominent press coverage (in-
cluding The Courier-News, The Star-
Ledger, Comcast, PolitickerNJ.com
and The Westfield Leader) calling the
race a ‘three-way dance,’ other media
outlets continue to exclude Council-
man Hsing from their political cover-
age, feeding many voters’ suspicions
that the press is succumbing to the
chokehold of a two-party dictator-
ship biased against viable indepen-
dent candidates,” according to a cam-
paign release.

Mr. Hsing stated, “I chose to run as
an independent to free myself from
the chains of my party so I could truly
represent and serve the people. This
situation just shows how much the
two major parties are controlling poli-
tics and suppressing independent
thought. It’s un-American.”

After watching the two debates,
Mr. Hsing said voters have been satu-
rated with the “typical hostile and
confusing partisan rhetoric.”

 “I am directly challenging Senator
Lance and Assemblywoman Stender
to appear in a series of public debates

with me,” Mr. Hsing said. “They’ve
been avoiding me so far, and I wonder
what they’re so afraid of.”

Mr. Hsing said he wants to debate
face-to-face with his two opponents
on the main concerns facing the coun-
try, the economy, energy indepen-
dence and government integrity.

According to Hsing, “I believe that
my independent plan to make America
shine has real solutions to many of
America’s challenges. My Democrat
and Republican opponents have an
obligation to defend their views and
debate together with me in a public
forum to let the voters – not the media
– decide whose plan for the future
will be best for the 7th District of
New Jersey.”

Mr. Hsing criticized his opponents’
approval of the federal economic bail-
out package. “How can they both
support this ill-conceived and hastily
passed $700-billion bailout plan that
actually benefits corporations and
executives who should be punished
or even imprisoned? How can they
support a plan that allows AIG execu-
tives to throw a $440,000 party with
the federal bailout money they re-
ceived? That’s our money. Both Lance
and Stender have been unable to ex-
plain how this plan can help America’s
struggling homeowners and debt-rid-
den consumers.”

Mr. Hsing said he opposes the
bailout. “Furthermore, how can they
agree with their parties who also
collaborated to add another $300-
billion of pork-barrel spending to
this already unaffordable and disas-
trous package? New Jerseyans are
suffering the consequences of this
plan, and Senator Lance and Assem-
blywoman Stender have a lot of ex-
plaining to do. I expect to hear them
defend their actions, as well as ex-
plain their plans for America’s other
pressing issues, when they join me
in the debates that the citizens are
expecting.”

SP Woman Backs Troops
With More Than Words

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Those “Sup-
port the Troops” bumper stickers may
fade with time, but Eula Andrews’
commitment to supporting U.S. vet-
erans continues to stay strong, nearly
three decades after she began hous-
ing veterans in her Scotch Plains
home.

“I just have a love for people,” Ms.
Andrews told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. She said when she
was a child, her mother used to house
veterans in her home. “Veterans are
really close to my heart,” she said.

Since about 1980, as part of the
“Community Care” program, Ms.
Andrews has provided accommoda-
tions in her Hunter Avenue home,
where she lives with her husband, to
veterans — three or four at a time —
from area Veterans Administration
hospitals. She said the vets, who have
physical and other disabilities, are
not able to fully take care of them-
selves, so she monitors their medi-
cine and also assists them with their
hygiene and dietary needs.

The men go to the hospital daily for
doctor’s appointments, and ongoing
evaluations and medical treatment.
Most of those she takes in are Viet-
nam-era veterans in their late ’50s,
although she has assisted vets who
are younger.

The men stay with her, Ms. Andrews
said, “as long as their doctors say it’s
OK. I do everything I can to keep
them out of the hospital,” but if the
physicians detect any negative
changes, they are readmitted. “If
they’re taking their medication,” she

said, “they’re usually fine. But if
they’re not, then that’s a reason for
them to go back to the hospital.”

Typically, the men, after spending
the day at the hospital, return to Ms.
Andrews’ home via the bus and spend
the evening reading or watching tele-
vision. “They are tired,” she told The
Times. On weekends, “They do what
they want.” Some feel well enough to
take the bus somewhere, while others
prefer to stay at home. The men’s
families are permitted to visit at Ms.
Andrews’ home, although, she said,
“Unfortunately, some of them have
no family.”

Ms. Andrews said the men are “very
glad to be in Scotch Plains. They can
walk around town.” She said some of
the merchants in the downtown busi-
ness district are friendly with the men
and seem to like them. Similarly, her
neighbors have been welcoming to
the veterans.

The state oversees her activities,
and Ms. Andrews has had to com-
plete a training program and obtain a
license issued by Trenton. The town-
ship zoning board of adjustment last
month granted her an extension of the
temporary operating permit that al-
lows her to offer board to the veterans
in her home.

“I don’t know what I’d do if I
wasn’t doing this,” Ms. Andrews said.
She said she receives “lots of compli-
ments from the hospital and the doc-
tors” for her efforts. And she has no
plans to quit any time soon. “It’s
really great to just do things for other
people.” She said one veteran recently
told her, “I’m going to live with you
forever.”

Let’s Look Beyond the Lawn Signs
And See How They Have Voted

Two years ago I wrote a letter, which
was published by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, which pointed out how
ironic it was that we had both “For Sale”
and “Vote for Me” signs all over our
communities.

This time we still have the “Vote for
Me” signs. But there are not as many
homes for sale signs. My guess is, “Why
put your house on the market” when you
can’t sell it?”

Those “Vote for Me” signs ask for
continual support of those existing politi-
cians, which have done a great job. Do
you want us to vote you back in and see if
we even do a better job at making it
worse?

Our local candidates have supported
an increase in bonding (i.e., borrowing)
for such necessities as lights and artificial
turf. I warned that this was bad timing, but
no one listened.

Councilman Glover abstained in vot-
ing for the municipal field. He basically
voted “present.” Boy, is that stewardship
of our well-being? Why did we even vote
you the first time?

Councilwoman Malool takes great
pride in the fields that she supported.
There is no mention about how much this
is costing us taxpayers. Where do you
expect us to get the money when invest-
ments have disappeared along with jobs?
Despite over 100 signatures against the
SID, she supported it. What a great time
to force the property owners in the SID
area, to fork over the $400.

Look at the last two years of property
tax increases in Scotch Plains. Overall,
they have increased 9 percent, with mu-
nicipal taxes going up 9.3 percent. What
will it be in the next few years? There are
two candidates running that have no track
record, either good or bad.

They are worth looking at. At least we
can get some new ideas. It would be nice
if the Democrats could find it in the inter-
est of the voters to appear in a debate with
the Republicans. I suppose that they do
not believe that we can ask any intelligent
questions. Talk about government out of
touch.

In the race for congress, I am glad I
don’t have a freestanding mailbox. The
mailings from the Democrats may cause
it to fall on the ground.

Senator Leonard Lance has been in the
Senate since 2002, the Assembly since
1991, and served as budget chairman
from 2000 to 2001.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender has
been in the legislature since 2000 and
deputy speaker since 2006.

Since 2000, the state deficit has risen

from $15 billion to approximately $37
billion. Since 2000, our property taxes
have increased some 60 percent. During
the last two years, approximately 120,000
people have left the state.

Fanwood would be bankrupt if it was
not for a $425,000 donation by the rest of
the state. Asw. Stender was the past mayor
of this town and has stated that she had
balanced budgets.

Both candidates have served when
N.J.’s foreclosure rate is fifth highest in
the nation as reported recently by The
Star Ledger. Did either one speak up with
regard to the abuse of the public trust by
the likes Mr. Lynch, Mr. Bryant, Mr.
James and Mr. Ferriero?

Given the above, why would we want
to send either one to D.C.? A screwed up
Washington D.C. doesn’t need New
Jersey’s type of leadership

The performance of the state Democrat
party is disappointing yet, Asw. Stender
is blaming Sen. Lance for everything but
the plague. Her mailings, leave much for
interpretation, or are taken out of context.

The Democrats are presently running
Congress. Should we send another
Democrat? Where will our check and
balances be?

Senator Lance has been in the news
fighting against bonding without voter
approval, bonding by his own party, un-
controlled state budgets and against ex-
pansion of Abbott Districts.

Go to njleg.state.nj.us and read the
bills and how they actually voted, at least
from 2004. Just because a candidate is
your neighbor, does not mean that indi-
vidual has earned your vote. No candi-
date is perfect, but it is obvious that Sena-
tor Lance has fought for us and I suspect
would continue to do so in D.C. Does
anyone know what his opponent has done?
This is a decision that we can make based
on our own household experience.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Another Letter to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

ART OF GOLD…Art Educators of New Jersey (AENJ) recently honored three
Franklin students’ artwork in a statewide contest. Jennifer Frega, who was a
Franklin fifth grader at the time of submission, was selected as one of the 12 finalists
whose artwork will appear in the 2009 AENJ calendar. Laine Yamano and Katie
McDonald, current fifth graders at Franklin, were among 18 finalists selected from
more than 150 submissions. All three students, their families and Franklin art
teacher, Marylee Massenzio, attended the reception. Pictured, from left to right,
are: AENJ President Susan Bivona, Jennifer Frega and Mrs. Massenzio.

Seniors Plan Excursion
For Holiday Show

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Seniors have planned
a trip to the Hunterdon Hills Play-
house on Sunday, November 23, for
lunch and a performance of A Play-
house Christmas 2008.

The choices for lunch include
roast prime rib of beef, chicken cut-
let with special sauce, pork chop
with stuffing and catch of the day.

The bus will depart at 1 p.m. from
the parking lot of the Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside. All are welcome.

The cost is $65 for members and
$68 for non-members. For more in-
formation about this trip, interested
persons may call Eve Vitale at (908)
789-8568.

Award Recognizes BH
Resident for Ambition
BERKELEY HEIGHTS – Meagan

O’Neill, a resident of Berkeley
Heights, was awarded a national
scholarship for demonstrating aca-
demic ambition and drive while man-
aging Crohn’s disease, a severe di-
gestive disorder.

Meagan is one of 31 people with
Crohn’s disease to receive a UCB
scholarship for “demonstrating aca-
demic ambition and drive to reach
beyond the boundaries of this chronic
and potentially debilitating condition.”

Meagan was selected from a pool
of more than 1,000 applicants from
across the country to receive the award
worth up to $10,000.

Meagan is studying public rela-
tions at Loyola College in Maryland.
After undergoing five major surger-
ies and taking a year off from school
to deal with her Crohn’s disease (CD),
Meagan has come to understand the
severity of different digestive disor-
ders and knows the many precon-
ceived notions people have about
them.

She wants to become an advocate
for others suffering from CD and
similar illnesses so she can help them
take control of their lives.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

WF BOE Proposes
Calendar for 09-10
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Education will vote for
final reading on the 2009-2010
school district calendar at its next
public meeting on Tuesday, No-
vember 11.

The meeting will be held at 8
p.m. at 302 Elm Street, Room 105.
The board approved the calendar
for first reading on October 7. It
can be viewed at
westfieldnjk12.org/calendar fol-
lowed by clicking on the attach-
ment for the draft of the 2009-
2010 calendar.

With Labor Day falling on Sep-
tember 7 in 2009, the board’s Poli-
cies Committee is recommending
starting school on Wednesday,
September 9.

The Westfield public schools
would end on June 23, 2010, with
graduation scheduled for that day.
Any comments on the proposed
calendar can be e-mailed to
wboe@westfieldnjk12.org.

Halloween Costume
Contest Set Oct. 26

WESTFIELD – The annual Trick-
or-Treat and Costume Contest will be
held on Sunday, October 26 in down-
town Westfield. Trick-or-treat at par-
ticipating businesses with the orange
flyer in their window from 11 a.m. to
3 pm.

The costume contest will take place
at 3:30 p.m. on Quimby Street. Prizes
and medals will be given. Over 50
different categories are being offered
with prizes from participating busi-
nesses.

The Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion is sponsoring the events. For more
details, see WestfieldToday.com.


