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No. 8 BrH2O Tops Westfield
For Sectional Tennis Crown
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WF U9 Fire Girls Compete
In Freehold Frightfest

Hollingshead. “A girl like Monica,
knowing that she is hurt, gives inspi-
ration to the whole team. She’s a
great athlete, a great competitor, a
real trooper.”

Panther Lisa Lee got the best of
Debbie Wu, 6-2, 6-2, at second singles
but Blue Devil freshman Marilyn
Kowalski gave Panther Helen
Sdvizkhov all she could handle at
third singles and was the last to walk
off the courts in a 6-4, 6-2 loss.

“She has a lot of heart. She fights
real hard. She doesn’t like to lose,”
commented Blue Devil Head Coach
Frank Geiger.

The Blue Devils were forced to make
a shift in their doubles lineup due to an
illness at first doubles, so Melissa
Morawski and Amanda Simmons, who
usually competed at second doubles,
moved up to first doubles and dropped
a 6-2, 6-1, match to Caroline Davis

and Julianne Davis, the No. 3-ranked
doubles team in the state.

“Going into today, all the girls were
very nervous. Our first doubles player,
Samantha Boor, was very sick so she
couldn’t come today,” coach Geiger
explained.

Katherine McKinley filled in for
Borr and blended well with Morgan
Murphy in their second doubles match
with Sarah Capoferri and Jennifer Tai,
dropping a tough, 7-5, 6-1, decision.

“I have a bunch of girls, who I feel
confident to give the ball to when
there is only three seconds to shoot.
She played really well and I was
confident to put her in any spot,” said
coach Geiger, who added, “I think
there was a lot of strain on them
emotionally not knowing who was
playing. I think next year we will be
better prepared for this. I am very
happy with the way the girls have
played this season and I am very
happy with the way they played to-
day. Bridgewater has a very strong
team, absolutely! They are the No. 1
seed in our section and they deserve
it. They are going to do very well in
the next round too. I wish them luck.
From one (singles) to second doubles,
they were a very, very strong team.”

On October 14, the Blue Devils
defeated North Hunterdon, 4-1, to
advance to the finals. The girls went

to three sets at three different posi-
tions. Criscuolo continued to improve,
mixed up her strategy and defeated
Caroline Colton, 6-0, 6-0. Wu de-
feated Adrienne Liu, 6-2, 5-7, 6-3,
and Kowalski lost to Blair Curzi 7-5,
2-6, 4-6, in a back-and-forth battle.

Borr and Murphy defeated Brittney
Melloy and Moran MacLean, 6-2, 6-
4, at first doubles and proved that
they were not only a threat at the
county level but the state level as
well. The pair had been set to com-
pete in the quarterfinal round of the
NJSIAA tournament on October 18
at Mercer County Park where they
were to seek revenge for their first
loss of the season to Millburn.

Simmons and Morawski rebounded
from a first-set loss to defeat Liz
Cocchiola and Julia Cocchiola, 5-7,
6-4, 6-3, at second doubles.
First singles: Criscuolo (W) d Castle, 1-
6, 4-3 (Retired)
Second singles: Chi (B) d Wu, 6-2, 6-2
Third singles: Sdvizhkov (B) d Kowalski,
6-4, 6-2
First doubles: C. Davis and J. Davis (B)
d Morawski and Simmons, 6-2, 6-1
Second doubles: Capoferri and Tai (B)
d Murphy and McKinley, 7-5, 6-1

McManus’ Goal Lifts Devils
Over Raider Soccer Boys, 1-0
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with the win.”
The second half did belong to the

9-5-1 Raiders, who had been 6-0-1 in
their past seven games prior to the
match-up, and due to the Blue Devils’
stellar offensive dominance in the
past nine games, Lessner needed only
to make a few, although spectacular,
saves. The Raiders, however, gave
Lessner, who had six saves, the op-
portunity to make a trio of great saves.

In the first half, after he made a
good save, Raider Mike DelSordi
approached the ball and launched a
wicked shot that Lessner plucked out
of the air. The real moment of truth,
however, came with four minutes re-
maining in the game when a throw-in
found Raider sophomore Rory Szeto
alone in the box on the right side.
Szeto ripped a shot at the goal and
Lessner made the right decision, div-
ing to his right to make the save.

“We left him wide open. Our de-
fense broke down. The kid breaks in

on goal. He’s 15 yards from goal. He
makes a great shot and Mike, some-
how, gets an arm on it,” coach Kapner
said.

“We lost the ball on the throw-in. He
(Szeto) made a great run. I cut the
angle off. It was 50-50. I instinctively
dived and made the save,” said Lessner,
who recorded his sixth shutout. “The
team stepped up big. We scored a nice
goal. That eased us up. From there, we
tried to play possession.”

“A couple of times, he made some
really big saves. We wouldn’t have
won the game without him,” said
McManus.

“Lessner made a nice save,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky,
who added, “It was an even match.
We have predominately underclass-
men. I wasn’t pleased with the result
but I was very pleased with their
effort and their building towards the
culmination of the season. We had a
bad break of miscommunication,
which led to their goal. Sometimes
soccer is a cruel game. The breaks
don’t always go your way.”

The Raiders finished with five more
shots on goal in the second half and
keeper Andy Zukofsky, who had six
shutouts, finished with two saves.

“I’m very proud of this team. Coach
Breznitsky should be very proud of
his team. This was a great match up
and down. We had great chances.
Mike Lessner made two phenomenal
saves. They had great chances. I think
he was the difference in the game. It’s
that simple,” said coach Kapner.
Westfield 1 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 0

Westfield PAL Wrestling, which
focuses on learning the fundamentals
of wrestling, instilling solid values
and having fun, will be sponsoring
the following programs:

Beginning Wrestling (K-Grade 2)
Wrestlers are taught the basics of the
sport with emphasis on skill develop-
ment and safety rather than competi-
tion.
Central Jersey League White (Grades
2-6)
Wrestlers focus on the basic fundamen-
tals and will prepare for competitive
matches.
Central Jersey League Blue (Grades 2-6)
Experienced wrestlers participate in a
competitive, 16 match schedule.
NJGSL Traveling Team (Grades 6-8)
Wrestlers compete in the New Jersey
Grade School League, the premier
league for competition in New Jersey.

To avoid a late fee, register by
November 3. Practices begin the
week of November 10. Please visit
www.westfieldpalwrestling.com to
download your form. Any ques-
tions, please email
westfieldpalwrestling@gmail.com

The Westfield Fire girls soccer team
participated in the 10th Annual Free-
hold Frightfest Soccer Tournament
on October 18. More than 125 soccer
clubs from across New Jersey partici-
pated in this Halloween themed event,
including nine local Westfield teams.

The girls travel program registered
10-year-old teams, Marseilles, Bor-
deaux, and Paris Saint Germain, and
in the nine-year-old category the
Sounders joined the Fire. The boys
platform registered 10-year-old team
Lazio, who were joined by the nine-
year-old Lighting, Tornadoes and
Rapids. Westfield travel soccer sent
more than 100 players to participate
in this fun filled tournament.

The Fire, who were dressed as
skeletons, joined 20 other nine-year-
old girls teams for two games at
Opatut Park in Freehold. In the first
match, the Fire faced off against
home team Freehold Arsenal dressed
as the Cat In the Hat, who brought
along Thing 1 through Thing 12 in a
well-played game. In the second
game, the Fire faced an equally
matched Holmdel Shooting Stars
team, who also followed the Cat in
the Hat theme placing Things 1 to 12
on the field.

Families and players alike enjoyed
the Halloween atmosphere, which
featured contests for best costumes
and pumpkin carving.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING AT FIRST SINGLES…Blue Devil Tara Criscuolo won her match
when her opponent retired during the second set.

The Westfield U9 Fire Girls Soccer Team

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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WF PAL Wrestling Taking Applications

WF Field Hockey Club
To Offer Instructions
The Westfield Field Hockey Club

plans to offer field hockey instruc-
tion and playing opportunities to
girls in grades 5, 6 and 7.

The club plans to begin playing in
the fall of 2009. Free instructional
clinics are planned in the spring of
2009. All interested people who wish
to play, coach or help out are wel-
comed. Please e-mail interest to
westfieldfieldhockeyclub@gmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that on
NOVEMBER 6, 2008, at 7:30 pm, in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the fol-
lowing appeals:

Robert Margotes, for a Temporary
Operating Permit to operate a car service
business as well as to park two cars in the
driveway at property located at 430 War-
ren Street, Block 4103, Lot 19.  Permis-
sion, if granted, is pursuant to Section 23-
4.3 of the Zoning Ordinance allowing for
temporary permission.

Sharon Kress, for a Rear-Yard Set-
back Variance to permit the construction
of a sunroom addition to the rear of the
existing home located at 2383 Bryant
Avenue, Block 8002, Lot 23, R-3 Zone,
from the following section of the Scotch
Plains Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Para. G, Col. 10-Rear-
Yard Setback, Minimum Required: 30
feet, Proposed: 26.5 feet

All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 10/23/08, The Times Fee: $32.64
See it all on the web in color . . .

www.goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on July
23, 2008, granted variance approval from
the requirements of 184-126(c) for prop-
erty owned by Thomas Virga at 209 Pater-
son Road, Fanwood, New Jersey being
Block 12, Lot 9.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Thomas Virga
209 Paterson Road

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/23/08, The Times Fee: $16.32

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEAD-TO-HEAD ACTION…The Raiders and the Blue Devils battled it out in
a tense head-to-head rivalry.


