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Raider Footballers Pummel
Kardinal Gridmen, 48-24

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Outdo Cranford,
SPF for UCT Gymnastic Title

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Stomp Red Raider Footballers, 55-29
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Last Few Homes Left With $50,000 in FREE Options!

Spectacular Single-Family Homes 
Adjacent to Brightwood Park 

NOW – Priced from the mid $500s! 

Come see why so many discerning buyers have chosen the 55+ luxury single-family 
home community that’s close to everything! Heather Glen – Surrounded by the best 
of Westfi eld and Scotch Plains, with a short  commute by train to Manhattan. 

Pricing, offer and availability subject to change without notice. See Sales Manager for details.

From Garden State Parkway: Exit 135 for Westfi eld. Bear left at ramp, follow circle 
onto Central Avenue. Left onto North Avenue. First right onto Elm Street. Cross Broad 
Street. Left at Dudley, fi rst right onto Prospect Ave. Pass Brightwood Park, fi rst left 
onto Madison Avenue, to end. Left into Heather Glen.

From The West: US 22 East (toward Echo Lake). Turn right onto Lawrence Avenue. 
Make 1st right onto Barchester Way. Turn right onto Oak Tree Pass. Turn right onto 
Prospect Street. Turn left onto Madison Ave. Turn left into Heather Glen.
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the first half for 203 yards and hit six
of 14 for 139 yards in the second half.
All four of his TD passes dropped
into the skillful hands of Bell, who
had six first-half receptions for 163
yards and three second-half recep-
tions for 91 yards to total 254 yards.

Blue Devil quarterback Tony
DiIorio hit 14 of 17 passes for 146
yards and a TD in the first half and
added a 2-for-3 performance for 29
yards and another TD before handing
over the quarterbacking reins to
Wesley Belle, who added a four-yard
TD pass to fullback Joe Ondi, who
also had a four-yard reception in the
first half. DiIorio’s favorite receiver
was Jihaad Billups, who had seven
receptions for 122 yards, including a
37-yard TD reception, all in the first
half.

Blue Devil flanker Chris Sheehan
had five receptions for 36 yards, in-
cluding an 11-yard TD reception and
tight end Craig Dyer had two recep-

tions for 18 yards. Scat back Brett
DeFazio, who had a two-yard recep-
tion, carried five times for 17 yards,
including a six-yard TD.

Despite getting stung in the aerial
attack, the Blue Devil defensive line
made several key plays and Mruz
added a five-yard sack and a pair of
throws for losses to his fumble recov-
eries.

“We obviously came out flat. At
half time, we made key adjustments.
The guys stepped it up. We shored up
our pass defense and started getting
pressure on the quarterback,” Mruz
said.

“We put him on their quarterback
and he did a good job. They tried to
establish a run but he took care of
that,” coach DeSarno said of Mruz.

Defensive linemen Willie Johnson
and Brandon Dietz added respective
sacks of five and three yards and
linebacker AJ Murray pulled in an
interception. The special team de-
fense kept the Red Raiders hemmed
in within their 20-yard line on kick-
offs, with great tackles from Mruz,
Mike Kardias, Jordan Johnson and
Ondi.

“We shored up our kickoff cover-
age a little bit. We worked on it,”
coach DeSarno said.

“The kickoff team has been kind of
a weakness. On the bye week, we
moved some guys around, got some
more speed in there and the new guys
did a great job getting to the ball
carrier,” said Mruz.

Fonseca shocked the Blue Devils
with a 45-yard TD reception to Bell
early in the second quarter to give
East Side a 6-0 lead but DiIorio engi-
neered a nine-play, 74-yard drive that
ended when Johnson scooted into the
end zone from three-yards out. Mike
Clark nailed the first of his seven
points after to make the score 7-6.

Mruz’s fumble recovery on the East
Side 29 set up the next Blue Devil
score, which ended on a DiIorio quar-
terback sneak from the one but

mates Kelsey Greenfield and Kelly
Bohlinger tied for fourth in the vault
and placed sixth in the floor exercise,
respectively.

“My girls know what they need to
do in order to be in the top five [in the
state] which is our goal,” coach Bryan
said. “The goal is attainable and right
now we’re just really focusing on
sectionals.”

The Raiders’ top individual per-
formance of the evening was from
junior Lindsay Robinson, who placed
third overall with a score of 35.575.
Robinson earned an 8.95 on the beam
for a fifth place finish. Raider coach
Lisa Cerchio said Robinson was par-
ticularly proud of her performance
since she had struggled with injuries
during the previous two years.

“Lindsay was very happy she took
third,” coach Cerchio said. “She re-
ally surprised herself.”

Raider Gina Pelosi placed sixth in
the all-around with a score of 34.7.
Pelosi finished tied for fourth in the
vault with a 9.25 and took fifth in the
bars with an 8.85. Jessica Colineri
also tied for sixth in the beam.

“We kind of went in looking to
just keep improving our scores and
that’s what we did,” said Coach
Cerchio.

The Blue Devils’ next meet is
tomorrow, October 24, against
Randolph, while the Raiders take on
the Union Catholic Vikings on Tues-
day, October 28.

TOP 6 TEAM SCORES:
Westfield (W) 110.525, 2. Cranford (C)
106.725, 3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) 104.6, 4. Johnson (J) 100.425, 5.
Union (U) 95.825, 6. Union Catholic (UC)
73.55

ALL-AROUND:
1. Cummings (W) 37.65, 2. Fernandi (J)
36.625, 3. Robinson (SPF) 35.575, 4.
Margaret Walch (C) 35.475, 5. Jen
Buontempo (C) 35.175, 6. Pelosi (SPF)
34.7

VAULT:
1. Cummings (W) 9.65, 2. Fernandi (J)
9.475, 3. Buontempo (C) 9.425, 4. Pelosi
(SPF) and Kelsi Greenfield (W) 9.25, 6.
Rodrigues (W) 9.225

UNEVEN BARS:
1. Cummings (W) 9.1, 2. Rodrigues (W)
and Buontempo (C) 9.05, 4. Fernandi (J)
9.025, 5. Pelosi (SPF) 8,85, 6. Julia Scales
(Governor Livingston) 8.8

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Cummings (W) 9.6, 2. Rodrigues (W)
9.3, 3. Danielle McAuliffe (C) 9.25, 4.
Walch (C) 9.025, 5. Robinson (SPF) 8.95,
6. Colineri (SPF) and Fernandi (J) 8.825

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Chabrier (W) 9.425, 2. Cummings (W)
and Fernandi (J) 9.3, 4. Walch (C) and
Kelsey Mahoney (Linden) 9.275, 6.
Bohlinger (W) 9.15

Fonseca made things tense when he
hit Bell for an 18-yard TD with 1:44
left of the half. The Blue Devils then
took seven plays to cover 67 yards
that was highlighted by Billups’ div-
ing 37-yard reception in the end zone.

Jhakyse Williams grabbed the open-
ing kickoff in the third quarter at the
15 and returned it to the 49. Five plays
later, Johnson wiggled his way past
defenders and scored on a 15-yard
romp with 10:07 on the clock. Later,
DeFazio returned an East Side punt
to their 40 and six plays later, DiIorio
connected with Sheehan for an 11-
yard TD.

Willie Johnson’s sack forced an
East Side punt that only sailed a few
yards, giving Westfield great position
on the Red Raider 38. On the fourth
play, Johnson skid in for a two-yard
TD to make the score, 41-13. Fonseca
took advantage of the Blue Devils’
second team defense and hooked up
with Bell on a 60-yard TD play. The
Blue Devils upped the score to 48-21
when Ondi concluded a nine-play,
67-yard drive with his four-yard TD
reception.

Mruz’s second fumble recovery at
the East Side 24 eventually led to
DeFazio’s six-yard TD run midway
through the fourth quarter. With time
wearing down, Fonseca found Bell
for a 20-yard TD reception.

The Blue Devils have a stretch of
three crucial games, beginning at
Irvington on Saturday, October 25,
followed by Elizabeth on November
1 and rival Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on November 8.

“This next stretch of three games,
Irvington, Elizabeth and Scotch
Plains. This is what we prepare for in
the summer. This is what makes or
breaks a season,” said Mruz.

“Irvington is going to run a spread
offense. They are going to throw the
ball. They are going to run the ball, so
we got a lot on our plate. We got a lot
of work ahead of us,” coach DeSarno
said.
Westfield 0 21 20 14 55
East Side 0 13   8   8 29

Blue Devils, Kardinals
Tie in Boys Soccer

Striker Tom McManus, on an assist
from Andy Flood, scored for the
Westfield High School boys soccer
team but Leo Chemin followed with
a goal to give the hosting Kearny
cardinals a 1-1 tie in a regular-season
game on October 20.

left and blasted in to the end zone.
After Binkiewicz completed a 10-
yard TD pass to Brockel, the reserves
got some playing time.

“We established the run. They be-
gan loading up on us, which in turn
made us turn to our passing attack,
and that proofed successful. We
spread the field out, there was no one-
person I needed to go because they
were open. That certainly made it
easier and a confidence booster for a
quarterback. The offense was click-
ing, the line gave great protection and
that’s why I had the game that I had,”
said Binkiewicz.

Kearny scored their final TD when
Paz found wide receiver Mark Isabella
for 15-yards. Taylor put on the finish-
ing touch when he rumbled 56 yards
into the end zone for his seventh TD
of the season.

“We stepped it up big in the second
half. This is a team that’s clicking

with high intensity and confidence.
We have that certain swagger and
look forward full of confidence to our
next game,” said Taylor.

“Second half, I like the way we
came out, made the plays throwing
the ball with our wide-outs and our
line blocking. That opened up the
game. You have to build on the posi-
tive things you do and I hope that’s
what we are going to do. Correct our
mistakes but let’s build on the posi-
tives and we did a lot of positives
things tonight,” said coach Ciccotelli.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7 13  14 14 48
Kearny (1-4)   6 12   0   6 24

Raider Net Girls Top
Dayton Bulldogs, 5-0
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School girls tennis team blanked the
Dayton Lady Bulldogs, 5-0, on Octo-
ber 20. Aleksandra Szczuka beat Carly
Sobel, 6-0, 6-0, at first singles, Isabel
Lopez stopped Stephanie Gelhand,
6-2, 6-1, at second singles and Neha
Pannuri topped Dana Feldman, 6-1,
6-1, at third singles. At first doubles,
Lyndsey Douglas and Emily Katz got
past Leah Cunningham and Stacy
Roth, 6-2, 6-4. Christina Reiman and
Julie Deutsch beat Mai-Linh Nguyen
and Sara Berkowitz, 6-2, 6-1.

Blue Devils Rap Union
In Girls Tennis, 5-0

The Westfield High School girls
tennis team rapped Union, 5-0, in a
regular-season game on October 20.

At first singles, Tara Criscuolo de-
feated Laurinel Gramatica, 6-1, 6-0.
Deborah Wu defeated Jasmine Muniz-
Cadorette, 6-1, 6-0, at second singles
and Marilyn Kowalski defeated
Zebeeb Alwalom, 6-0, 6-1, at third
singles. Melissa Morowski and
Amanda Simmons defeated Danielle
Esmaya and Alyson Tesoro, 6-0, 6-1,
at first doubles. Morgan Murphy and
Isabelle Weisman defeated Clarina
Kunnath and Geri Kunnath, 6-2, 6-2,
at second doubles.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Raider Volleyballers
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team avenged an earlier-
season loss with a 20-25, 25-23,
25-21 victory over rival Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on October 20.
Grace Antonelli had 17 digs,
Katherine Payne had 12 digs, nine
kills and two blocks and Jessica
Thompson had seven digs, seven
kills and six aces for the Blue Dev-
ils. Jill Coffee had 16 assists, 10
service points, four blocks and three
digs. Laura Degnan had 13 service
points, nine blocks, three digs and
an ace, while Aysia Peterson had
seven digs, six service points, two
kills and an ace.

Soccer Raiders Halt
Lady Minutemen, 8-0

The 13-2-1 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team obliterated the visiting Eliza-
beth Lady Minutemen, 8-0, on Oc-
tober 20. Sheryl Markovits, Katie
Cornacchia, Katherine Dinizo,
Jenna McGarry, Emily Nagourney,
Saxony Nielsen, Avika Shah and
Sarah Vanbuskirk each netted a goal
for the Raiders.

Raynor DeNitzio for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLACING THIRD IN THE UCT…The Raider gymnastics team scored their highest team total of the season to place third
at the Union County Tournament.


