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Some of My Best Friends
Are Republicans

A couple of weeks ago, a McCain/
Palin supporter wrote in, quite upset that
someone had taken the McCain/Palin sign
off her lawn.

Yesterday, after waiting for two
months, we finally received our Obama/
Biden sign, and by early this morning, it
was gone.

My friend had her Obama signs re-
moved twice. I don’t think it would be a
good idea to accuse all Republican sup-
porters for this act.

Rather, I believe there are disrespect-
ful individuals in both groups (at least we
have something in common). America is
about respecting each other’s differences,
and most of us do.

After all, some of my best friends are
Republicans.

Lillie Bryen
Westfield

Fanwood’s Downtown
Does Have a Restaurant

Bob Manduca stated in his letter to the
editor (October 16) that there is no restau-
rant in Fanwood’s downtown. He obvi-
ously isn’t aware of Havana Express on
South Avenue across from Sheelen’s
Crossing. I’ve eaten there a couple times
so I know it’s not imaginary – it’s actually
quite good. I would hope that Bob and
others in our community would support
such businesses or they won’t last long.

Hey Bob, when are you taking Joan
Wheeler to lunch at Havana Express?

Matt Glennon
Fanwood

Vote Yes On Public
Question #1

In an election where the big news is
about a pension double dipping Sheriff
and Senator Bryant’s public slush fund,
the press is virtually ignoring a great
piece of election news!  This November
4, we will have the opportunity to vote yes
on public question #1, which calls for
Trenton to follow the Constitution when
loading us up with new unfunded “con-
tract debt.” “Contract debt” is when they
issue bonds from state authorities like the
School Construction Corp. What a pity
that we need a new law to tell us to follow
the New Jersey Constitution, which re-
quires public debt to be put before voters
before it is incurred. I am astounded that
this is not bigger news given that Trenton’s
greedy appetite for our money is what put
us in the unenviable position of having
the nation’s highest property taxes and
ranked among the worst places to raise a
family and do business. Did you know
that of the $29.7 billion in debt that Gov-
ernor McGreevy and other governors have
heaped on us, we voters approved only
$11 billion? Put another way, poor man-
agement of our tax dollars by long time
legislators has put every resident on the
hook for more than $3,000. Welcome to
the nation’s third most debt-laden state,
and since it is expected to take a genera-
tion for us to pay it off (if we start now,)
a depressing welcome to your children
and grandchildren too.

So, as embarrassing a statement of our
legislators’ commitment to the public
welfare as this public question is, we need
it to pass! Vote yes to require voter ap-
proval of state authority bonds payable
from state appropriations. Vote yes on
public question #1.

Rob Kealey
Mays Landing

Candidates Should Debate; Put Scotch
Plains First, not Lawn Signs Excuse

Scotch Plains Needs Less Politicking,
More Cooperation on Town Council

Don’t Sic the Media On Me,
I’m Not ‘Joe The Plumber’

Dear fellow residents who responded
to my letter about the stolen lawn signs –
I appreciate and even agree with your
criticism of my jumping the gun (can I say
gun?) and seemingly accusing all non-
conservatives, (better known as liberals,
Mr. Gibbons) of being the guilty party in
the theft of my lawn signs.

I sincerely apologize for upsetting you
and can only hope and pray that, as Ameri-
can citizens supporting Senator Obama,
you would exercise as much concern and
criticism towards his associations as you
do towards little lawn sign me.

Let’s review a few of Senator Obama’s
associations: Mr. William Ayers, the un-
repentant domestic terrorist, (if the read-
ers don’t know who Mr. Ayers is, you
haven’t done your homework). Senator
Obama’s former pastor of 20 years the
Black Liberation Theology, racist, anti-
Semitic America-hating Reverend
Jeremiah Wright, who was conveniently
thrown under the bus by Obama along
with his white grandmother and his ter-
rorist buddies when it became politically
expedient — and did I leave out ACORN?
I’m sorry.

These associations deeply disturb me
and certainly cause me to question Sena-
tor Obama’s judgment. Didn’t your par-
ents teach you when you were growing up
that unfortunately we can be judged some-
times by the company we keep, or that
your reputation may be marred if you
hang out with the wrong crowd?

Let me address Mr. Brosseau’s sarcas-
tic remark about Mr. KGB Vladimir Putin.
I just got off the phone with him, and he
vehemently denied absconding with my
lawn sign, but he did want to know where
he might be able to purchase some Obama/
Biden lawn signs since he is endorsing
him as president of the free world along
with all the other stellar world leaders.

Shall I name a few of Senator Obama’s
supporters? First and most formidable is
the self-proclaimed racist Mr. Louis
Farrakhan.

Second, Cuba’s infamous Castro broth-
ers along with Hugo the dictator Chavez,
who was freely elected by the citizens of
Venezuela while a gun was put to their

heads. (Did I use that awful word gun
again? I’m sorry. I don’t want to offend
any non-conservatives.)

Third, the father of terrorism, Libya’s
Muamnar Gaddafi. Fourth, shining star
of the Middle East, the president of Iran,
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. Fifth, the new
(not to be confused with the old) Black
Panthers Party, and I’ll limit it to six;
Hamas, which is another incredibly pro-
ductive terrorist organization.

Obama supporters, do we see a pattern
developing here? This doesn’t scare the
living daylights out of you? These luna-
tics are crossing every finger they have in
hopes that Obama gets in – and they
aren’t the type of guys that are going to be
stealing anyone’s lawn sign.

Last time I checked, everyone living in
those oppressed countries is trying to get
into Bush Country. Isn’t that strange? It
just doesn’t add up, but you non-conser-
vatives suffer from something we conser-
vatives call “Bush Derangement Syn-
drome.”

Get over it and get this – we haven’t
been hit since 9/11, much to the disap-
pointment of Bill Ayers and all the other
America-hating terrorists.

I love my country, and I want it to stay
the same great free country that it is. If I
want to live in a socialist country, I’ll
move to one. Unfortunately, it’s begin-
ning to become apparent this is the direc-
tion our country is moving in and it breaks
my heart. You know a small, very small
part of me hopes Obama gets in just to
guarantee we’ll never elect another Jimmy
Carter again.

Go Senator John McCain. You are
truly an American hero, and we love you.

I enjoy using this illustration when I’m
explaining my core beliefs: “Teach a per-
son to fish, and they’ll eat for a lifetime,
(conservative, Republican). Give a per-
son a fish, and they’ll eat for a day,
(liberal, Democrat).” That’s how I see it.

And may God bless America. P.S.
Please don’t sic the media on me. I don’t
want to be the next “Joe the Plumber.”

Maria Carluccio
Westfield

In Theresa Mullen’s letter to the editor
that appeared in the October 16 edition of
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, she
gives reasons for not participating in a
debate. One of them is “partisan games”
in the form of campaign signs being re-
moved by the police department.

I am a member of the Scotch Plains
Republican Committee and support the
candidacy of Nancy Malool and Mary
DePaola. That support has included place-
ment of lawn signs and accompanying
Nancy and Mary as they walk the neigh-
borhoods of Scotch Plains to discuss the
important issues for our town with the
residents. This participation affords me
first-hand knowledge that conflicts with
claims made by Ms. Mullen.

This year, our township manager made
it clear that political lawn signs shall not
be erected on public property or right-of-
ways and that improperly placed signs
would be removed by the police depart-
ment. During our placement of lawn signs,
which began the evening of October 3, we
were careful to abide by this requirement.

Ms. Mullen refers to a “Democrat” that
retrieved their signs from the police de-
partment on October 2 and did not see any
Malool/DePaola signs. This is because
the Malool/DePaola signs had not yet
been placed. October 11 was a day that I
participated in neighborhood walks with
the candidates. Our first stop was the
Scotch Plains Police Department for the
purpose of collecting any of our lawn
signs that had been removed by the offic-
ers. Stacked along with the Malool/
DePaola signs were those of Glover/
Mullen, Leonard Lance and Linda

Stender. This clearly shows that there is
no partisanship on the part of the police
department in their removal of signs. The
claim by Ms. Mullen that “members of
the police department would engage in
partisan politics while in uniform is truly
reprehensible” and is not supported by
what I witnessed.

There are other reasons provided by
Ms. Mullen for not participating in a
debate I am not in a position to address
that involve statements by the Republi-
can candidates and publisher Horace
Corbin plus a debate inquiry posed by two
high school students. Even if any of these
claims are validated, a debate between
persons seeking to represent us on the
township council is more important. It is
how we measure the candidates’ famil-
iarity with township operations and is-
sues. It lets us see how they deal with
important questions.

While we have had the opportunity to
see how Ms. Malool and Mr. Glover
perform on the council, it is particularly
valuable to the residents of Scotch Plains
to see Ms. DePaola and Ms. Mullen par-
ticipate in this debate. The debate will
offer much of the interaction and
unpredictability that is found in normal
council proceedings.

Ms. Mullen and Mr. Glover need to put
the residents of Scotch Plains first and
make themselves available to participate
in a debate with the Republican candi-
dates. As township residents, we should
expect nothing less from the people who
are seeking to represent us.

James Pate
Scotch Plains

Westfield Enforcement Priorities:
Basketball Hoops or Starbucks?

Earlier this year we received a letter
from Westfield’s Zoning Official inform-
ing us that we would have to take down
the basketball hoop that has stood in front
of our house for the last 4.5 years. We
were very much taken aback by this and
our children and our neighbors’ children,
who have often gathered near the hoop to
play, exercise and grow their friendships,
were left terribly upset upon hearing the
news.

In speaking with other Westfield resi-
dents shortly after receiving the letter, we
learned that we are not alone and that
others have received similar letters in-
structing them to either remove their bas-
ketball hoops or to move them further
back onto their properties. When we asked
the town about what had triggered the
notice, we were told that someone had
complained anonymously about our hoop.
We were surprised that one of our neigh-
bors would have complained about our
hoop, but initially the explanation seemed
plausible.

However, after having heard from no
fewer than a dozen other Westfield resi-
dents who have received similar notices,
I’m now led to believe that this “seek and
destroy” mission is most likely being
driven as a priority from Westfield’s En-
forcement Officer rather than a result of
dozens of anonymous complaints.

We will proceed with dismantling the
hoop that has brought so many great
memories for our children and our neigh-

bors so that we are in compliance with the
town’s instructions; however, I’m left
wondering how the removal of basketball
hoops is a priority for Westfield and
whether it really makes the town a “bet-
ter” place to live.

In such challenging financial times,
can Westfield really afford to have town
employees focus their time on destroying
items that are truly beneficial to the chil-
dren of our community?

I’m extremely disappointed that the
Town of Westfield has chosen to make it
a priority to eradicate constructive outlets
for the youth of our community, and I’m
very troubled by the fact that some of our
tax dollars are being used to diminish the
quality of life in our town — while obvi-
ous and real quality of life issues which
threaten the safety, comfort and security
of many of Westfield’s residents are al-
lowed to continue unabated.

Now that our children will no longer be
able shoot baskets with their friends in
front of our house under our watchful
eyes, perhaps we should start sending
them behind Starbucks to practice their
loitering skills. If Westfield can indeed
afford an enforcement officer, maybe that
person’s time would be better spent be-
hind the Rialto addressing real problems
instead of targeting the removal of
curbside basketball hoops.

Joe Rinaldi
Westfield

I am incredibly pleased that the Scotch
Plains Township Council has taken posi-
tive steps to improve our downtown.
Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool deserves
credit for her persistence on the Special
Improvement District (SID) initiative that
has now spanned several years of debate.

Ultimately, this will be a benefit, not
only to the business owners downtown,
but to all Scotch Plains residents, poten-
tial shoppers and diners who want to be
patrons in their own community. It was
refreshing to see a bipartisan agreement
reached between the deputy mayor and
three of her council colleagues (Mayor
Martin Marks, Ms. Paulette Coronato and

Mr. Jeffery Strauss).
The negativity of the fifth member of

the council (Mr. Glover) was troubling. I
felt that he didn’t offer constructive dis-
cussion, or alternatives on ways to im-
prove our downtown. Perhaps he wished
to garner political support from the hand-
ful of merchants/property owners against
the SID.

I have a lot of optimism for the future
of Scotch Plains, and hope to see less
politicking and more cooperation in our
town council.

Sal Trifiro
Scotch Plains

How Fair Is This,
‘Joe the Plumber’?

There are several casualties of the recent finan-
cial debacle. One that we’ve heard recently from
many residents regards savings for college tuitions.
The story goes like this: “My wife and I have played
by all the rules over the last several years. We
sacrificed, worked hard, done without and saved
for our children’s college education. The collapse
of the financial market leaves us unable to pay for
the college tuition next year when our child gradu-
ates from high school. Along with this, we won’t
qualify for substantial aid. How fair is this?”

The cost for college has gone out of sight. Those
who play by the rules are charged the full tab, and
their full tab is used to supplement the fare of others.
How fair is this?

In coping with the financial collapse and introduc-
ing fixes, government seems to forget those good
citizens who played by the rules. Many of the fixes
proposed will further burden those playing by the
rules and reward those who have not done so.

We certainly favor giving everyone a chance to
succeed, and hope they do. But, are we punishing
success and rewarding failure – “No good deed goes
unpunished?”

Seems like there is no right or wrong today in this
topsy-turvy world. It’s hard to make sense of any-
thing. In the past, Yogi-ism made sense. Now “Joe
the Plumber” seems where one must look for sanity.
Would he say, “In this coming world of socialism, we
all must adjust and learn how not to work”?

SP-TV Student Says There Was No
Political Motive to Questions

In last week’s edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, a letter from
Theresa Mullen claimed that my question
to her had a political motive behind it.
One of the questions posed to Mrs. Mullen
and Mr. Glover concerned the rumor that
they would not be attending the upcom-
ing mayoral debate. When I interviewed
the Republican candidate, I asked the
same questions. If you or anyone else
would like to review the footage of the
interviews, I gladly welcome them.

The reason I asked the questions is,
that as a student involved in Scotch Plains
Television, I was quite eager to film a live
debate between the candidates. I am glad
to be involved in our local TV station and
appreciate the fact that the channel isn’t
censored for political reasons.

The fact that Mrs. Mullen assumes that
someone put me up to the question is
quite insulting. I am a great student with

a mind longing for knowledge. I, by my-
self, thought of the question, honestly
wanting to know what the candidates
thought of the rumors. I have been fol-
lowing all the ongoing elections and when
given the chance to interview a candidate,
I excitedly asked my questions.

At the congressional debate in Fanwood
on September 16, I asked Linda Stender
what she would name the town if Scotch
Plains and Fanwood merged. Some may
see this as a politically incorrect question,
but Mrs. Stender just laughed and gladly
answered my question.

This letter hurt me and I speak on
behalf of all high school students. We are
not children, but young adults with minds
and thoughts of our own. If the questions
I asked were offensive to Mrs. Mullen, I
apologize, but that was not my motive.

Will Kempner
SPFHS Sophmore

Dyed Hair, Gender-Ambiguous Teenagers
Need Place to Congregate

Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) Executive Director Sherry
Cronin’s comments, which piggybacked
on Linda Augustine’s concerns in The
Westfield Leader front-page article,
“Cronin Voices Frustration With Teen
Situation Outside Starbucks,” left me feel-
ing uncomfortable. As a former Westfield
resident whose parents still live in the
town, and one who is a self-described
Starbucks addict, I am aware of the heavy
teenage presence behind the coffee shop.

Not only do I see Mrs. Cronin and Ms.
Augustine’s concerns as exaggerated, but
I also find them intolerant and rude. Ms.
Augustine believes that these young
people are creating a “hellish” neighbor-
hood, and Mrs. Cronin adds that the kids
are making a less “attractive” downtown.
We all know the sort of kids they are
talking here about; and it is not the cookie-
cutter, clean cut, homogeneous version of
the sort of Westfield teenager who graces
the pages of The Leader’s sport section.

Rather it is the teenager who loudly
displays his or her eccentricities from
dyed hair to gender-ambiguous clothing
to flamboyant attitudes; the sort of teen-
ager who is publicly coming to terms with
his or her identity and place in society.

As I am currently at NYU writing my
MA thesis discussing young people’s
performance of identity and gender, this
is a topic that interests me. I am also a
volunteer at Sylvia’s Place, a homeless
shelter in Hell’s Kitchen that houses gay,
lesbian, bisexual and transgender teenag-
ers. What left me so annoyed with the

tone of Mrs. Cronin and Ms. Augustine’s
comments is a result of my experiences at
Sylvia’s Place, where children are forced
out of their homes and communities as a
consequence of their differences and of
their community’s intolerance.

Mrs. Cronin states, “The police say it is
not their responsibility to baby-sit teens.
Whose responsibility is it to baby-sit
them?” Teenagers don’t need to be
babysat. They do however need to be
fostered, inspired, and made aware of
how to cultivate their unique talents. They
need this support from their families,
teachers and communities. And they need
a supportive, safe place to socially con-
gregate. If this, for whatever reason, can-

not happen in a public place, it can be
made available by parents allowing their
teenager and his or her friends to gather in
the family’s basement or living room —
and/or by teachers fostering safe and ac-
cepting environments for teens to learn,
discuss and grow. (I am thinking of my
former WHS teachers, Ms. Conway and
Mr. Horn in particular, who created such
positive spaces, which allowed for cre-
ative growth.)

What these teenagers do not need, how-
ever, is to be vilified or have suggested
that their mere presence results in a “less
attractive” and “hellish” neighborhood.

Mary Snauffer
Manhattan, NY

For High School Sports Warm-up,
It’s Music To My Ears

I feel compelled to write, in response to
an article I read in the Hi’s Eye, Westfield
High School’s weekly newspaper. Spe-
cifically, “Pre-Game Music Muted.”

On September 29, the Westfield ad-
ministrators and athletic director put a
policy in place that prohibits athletic teams
from playing music over the speaker sys-
tem at Kehler Stadium before games.
Weekday games usually begin with the
team arriving at 3:15 p.m. with a 4 p.m.
start (a total of approximately 45 min-
utes).

Apparently, some neighbors surround-
ing the stadium have complained about

the volume and the taste of the music that
has been played since the inception of the
fall season.

I have been to every home, boys’ soc-
cer game this season. As the teams are
warming up, yes, music is being played;
it is not, however, inappropriate. The fans
are arriving in record-setting numbers to
cheer on their school, and the stage is set
for an exciting match.

Music is an important part of the team’s
routine to get their physical and mental
being prepared for the match. These kids
have been in class since 7:30 a.m. for
seven-plus hours, and now need to get
their minds refocused. Not only do pro-
fessional and amateur athletes participate
in this ritual, so do surgeons in the oper-
ating room and creative types that are
developing the next famous advertising
jingle.

While this music may not be your taste
or you may consider it disturbing your
space, playing loud pre-game music for
45 minutes prior to a game does not break
any safety or security issues in the
Westfield community.

For those of you who take issue with
this, embrace the enthusiasm and positive
energy that is going on in high school
sports for the players and the spectators.
It appears that you are home during the
time of the game, and I invite you to come
support your local Westfield teams —
you will find it to be a breath of fresh air
— and, music to your ears. Further, I hope
the Westfield administrators will rein-
state the pre-game music immediately.

Continued luck to all the Westfield
teams. Go Blue Devils!

Linda Heroux
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Esculic – Pertaining to the horse

chestnut
2. Furunculosis – The state of being

afflicted with boils
3. Carking – Distressing; perplexing
4. Carcajou – Thewolverine or badger

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

FULMINATION
1. A thundering or lightning
2. Moving with a wiggling motion, as

a snake
3. Spontaneous combustion
4. Renewal or restoration

PERSULTATION
1. To force or drive out; expel
2. An eruption of blood from an artery
3. Killing by suffocation
4. Taking or snatching away by force

MACULOSE
1. Producing a slight glow
2. Pitted or ducted
3. Having a well-formed jaw
4. Covered with spots

SPHYGMUS
1. The pulse
2. Very small amount; a pinch
3. Discontent
4. Topsoil

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
Summit, (908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

Linden, (908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)

Scotch Plains, (908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)

Plainfield, (908)-561-5757
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