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Glover, Mullen Discuss
  Budget, Taxes, SID,

through “outside-the-box thinking.”
He said Scotch Plains’ telephone bill
had not been examined in 10 years. At
his imploring, the township “finally
relented” and sought after more com-
petitive rates in the market.

“We found a way to reduce it by 40
percent… You have to think beyond
what you’ve done historically,” he
said.

Mr. Glover also sought to explain
his abstention on a vote for the cre-
ation of a $2-million Southside turf
soccer field, which eventually passed.

“I’m not against building the field,”
he said. “I suggested that we have
already taxed taxpayers, vis-à-vis the
open-space trust fund, for years. We
tax our citizens two points a year
($200,000 a year).

“The fact is – we had accrued over
$800,000,” he added. “I was simply
asking, rather than put in the mini-
mum $100,000, that we dip into these
open-space reserves, which we al-
ready taxed taxpayers for, to lessen
the burden on our citizens... I still
contend it’s a responsible action.”

According to press reports of that
council meeting, Mayor Marks said
Mr. Glover’s concerns were a “red
herring.” Mayor Marks called Mr.
Glover “divisive” and said the pro-
posal to increase the down payment
would “hamstring” the council in its
future budgets.

Mr. Glover, when asked to respond,
told The Times, “During my whole
life, I’ve tried to be a consensus
builder,” he said. “[Some have ac-
cused me] of being a rebel or conten-
tious. I view it as someone who has
been outspoken for the citizens of
Scotch Plains.”

Mr. Glover also said while he op-

posed the creation of a Special Im-
provement District (SID), if elected
mayor, he said it “shouldn’t be as-
sumed [that we will] collapse it, but
we will make sure we’re doing the
right thing for all of Scotch Plains.”

He said “almost 90 percent” of the
businesses in the SID district were
opposed to its formation.

Ms. Mullen gave her impression of
what took place at SID meetings.

“What I saw were 123 people that
signed a petition against the SID,”
she said. “When you have that [cir-
cumstance], the best thing to do is to
sit down with everyone and see if
there is a compromise.”

According to Mr. Glover, instead of
doing so, “[The business owners] were
told that we have drawn a line in the
sand and that the mayor and Malool
were going to pass it regardless…
That’s not being a consensus builder.
That’s pushing something down the
citizens’ throats.”

After the cameras were off, Mr.
Glover said, on the record, that he
wished to clear up a “rumor” being
spread.

“Someone within the administra-
tion, an employee, is spreading the
rumor that if Glover and Mullen get
elected, things could change, heads
could roll,” he said. “Listen, nothing is
farther from the truth. It’s the manager’s
job, and I think we have a very confi-
dent manager right now…it is his re-
sponsibility – not the legislature’s – to
decide who’s on the staff. For some-
one to put out such lies is mean-spir-
ited and evil… I’m committed to get-
ting beyond the silly rhetoric that we’re
the bad people — we vote against
everything, we’re grandstanding. We
need to turn the page.”

journal entries in science class, with
a minimum of 85 percent of the stu-
dents demonstrating that they can
accurately record their observations
as well as diagram and illustrate their
results.

Also announced were graduation
statistics for the Class of 2008. Su-
perintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes reported that 375 seniors gradu-
ated from the high school this past
school year, 20 under the Science
Research Associates (SRA) testing
and all others by means of the High
School Proficiency Assessment
(HSPA) test.

Later, Michael Lewis of Fanwood
asked for clarification on an incident
at the high school that he heard about
“third or fourth hand” in which a girl
walked into a class and started a fight
with another girl, also picking up
scissors as a threat. He also asked for
clarification on procedures that are in
place to “prevent things like this from
happening.”

Superintendent Hayes said that the
front doors are locked, and students
are “well supervised” during the day,
as hall monitors and administrators
are routinely seen in the hallways.
She could not comment on the inci-
dent publicly  but said that questions
could be referred to David Heisey,
the high school’s principal, or her
office.

In a call placed to Mr. Heisey, he
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that the incident was “an alter-
cation between two students.” It was
“mostly verbal” and “did not involve
any weapons, scissors.”

He said that the scissor rumor may
have come from the fact that the alter-
cation took place in a home econom-
ics classroom where students were
cutting fabric, and the teacher who
broke up the students already had
scissors in her hand right before the
incident and did not have time to
think about putting them down since
“it happened so quickly.”

Mr. Heisey said that the students
would be “disciplined appropriately”
and clarified that the hall staff and
monitors are present during the day
and that there is a buzzer entrance as
well as cameras at the main entrance
of the school. “We rarely have fights
at the high school,” he said.
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BOE Says Cases of Violence
Dropped at SPF Schools

Prior to the meeting, board offi-
cials recognized 34 newly tenured
teachers, as well as two newly ten-
ured administrators. “This is truly a
night to celebrate,” Superintendent
Hayes said.

to receive the same stipend as he
earns as a Roselle Park councilman,
which is $8,993.

Meanwhile, Mr. Proctor said if cut-
ting his salary “would save the eco-
nomic fortune of everyone in the
county, I’d gladly cut my salary.”

GOP candidates said freeholders
should not have county cars, with the
Democrats responding that that they
no longer have county vehicles.

When the candidates were asked
whether they would support requir-
ing RFPs for professional services,
Ms. Ward, a practicing attorney, re-
sponded “absolutely not.”

“You’re not looking for the cheap-
est attorney you can find. You want
someone who is going to be good in
the field [of expertise] that the county
needs,” she said.

Mr. Yakubov said of the thousands
of attorneys in New Jersey, he was
sure there are “plenty of qualified
attorneys” the county could hire. He
also said he favors more competition
for county contracts and accused the
board of giving contracts “to their
friends and companies that are out-
side of Union County.”

Mr. Estrada said the state’s public
contract law details how contracts are
awarded through the bidding process.
He said the state allows governments
to “solicit for certain services,” which
are not through public bidding.

“I don’t think there is an understand-
ing on the other side of the aisle (Re-
publican candidates),” Mr. Estrada said.

In discussing shared services with
county towns, Mr. Russitano said he
would like the county to help in mu-
nicipal road projects. He said that
effort would “save [towns] a lot, a lot
of money.”

Mr. Estrada said the county already
allows towns to utilize county equip-
ment on road projects as part of the
county’s shared-services program, and
towns can join the county in bidding
opportunities for road projects.

Candidate Yakubov said “shared
services have been minimal in some
towns.” He said predominantly Demo-
cratically-controlled towns receive
most of the help from the county.

“The problem is local municipali-
ties don’t engage in shared services
because they don’t trust the county,”
Mr. Yakubov charged.

Ms. Ward responded, “That’s not
true at all. Many municipalities have
come to our [shared services] meet-
ings… They are very well attended” by
local officials. She said the county has
saved municipalities a half million dol-
lars through shared services initiatives.

“We have helped every municipality
that has asked us for help,” Ms. Ward
said.
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Freeholders
Can. Debate

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COUNTY ELECTION...Incumbent Freeholders Angel Estrada (D, Elizabeth)
and Nancy Ward (D, Linden) discuss their campaign for reelection with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times publisher Horace Corbin. The video of the interview can
be seen on the Internet at goleader.com.

the hearing-impaired. He also said
the annual contract price could be
slightly discounted if Scotch Plains
jointly shared the system with
Fanwood and the board of education.

The council also discussed the in-
stallation of a sanitary sewer on Clark
Lane. At its meetings last week, a
Clark Lane resident read a letter
signed by neighborhood homeowners
requesting sewer access for homes on
that street. Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato suggested that residents be
contacted for their input, saying that
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SP Council Animal Control

FW Programs Now
Aired on Channel 24

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD —Verizon cable tele-
vision subscribers who had, up until
now, been unable to catch Fanwood’s
TV 35 programming, now only need
to grab the remote and punch up chan-
nel 24.

Just this month, Verizon’s local ac-
cess channel 24 began picking up
Comcast’s TV 35 programming, sig-
nificantly increasing the reach of
Fanwood’s programming…including
everything from mayor and council
meetings and mini-documentaries to
senior programs and special events
coverage like Fanny Wood Day.

“We welcome back everyone who
has not been able to catch us on
Verizon…for a long time,” said Mayor
Colleen Mahr at the October 14 bor-
ough council meeting. Verizon chan-
nel 24 will air TV 35 programming
on a 24-hour delay, the mayor said,
and it will replay aired programs three
or four times per month.

For example, on Monday, October
25, TV 35 will air the Fanwood coun-
cil candidates’ debate live beginning
at 7 p.m., while Verizon’s channel 24
will run the show the next day; both
stations will then repeat the program
a few times thereafter.

recorded by the Scotch Plains high
school students on Scotch Plains Day
stating that we were more than will-
ing to debate. It is a shame that no one
has contacted us. Instead this news-
paper and the Republican candidates
have made blatantly false allegations
stating we have refused to debate.

“The residents should also be aware
that we agreed to an interview with
this newspaper after we were con-
tacted about a mutually convenient
date and time, as did our opponents.
These interviews can be viewed on
the newspaper’s website
[goleader.com].

“The Republican candidates and
the newspaper should report the facts
accurately and refrain from campaign
smear tactics. The residents of our
town deserve better.

Kevin Glover, Democratic
Candidate for Mayor.

Theresa Mullen, Democratic
Candidate for Council.”

When asked about the Democrats’
charges against the newspaper, Mr.
Corbin said, “Poppycock.”

Republican candidate for mayor,
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Scotch Plains Democrats
To Boycott Debate Tonight

Mrs. Malool said, “This is the second
election in a row that Kevin Glover
has avoided discussing the issues in a
format where his answers can be re-
sponded to by his opponent. It seems
that he prefers to spin the facts in
arenas where he can’t be challenged.
I appreciate the fact that The Scotch
Plains Times and the League of
Women Voters have decided to pro-
ceed with the forum in their absence.
I am pleased to be able to share my
views with the voters on the issues
that are important to them.”

Republican candidate for council,
Mary DePaola, said, “I am disap-
pointed in my opponent’s decision to
not attend the debate. As I have stated
before in a previous letter, this forum
is a great way for voters to make an
informed decision. Their reasons for
not participating are flimsy, and their
arguments are the same tired ones
they continually use of unfair treat-
ment. I question what scares them
about appearing at the forum.”

News updates concerning this mat-
ter, should they occur, will be posted
at goleader.com.

In Grade 2’s internal NJ Pass Test,
96 percent of students passed the
mathematics test (62 percent at the
advanced proficient level), and 91
percent passed Language Arts (64
percent advanced proficient). In the
NJ ASK 3, 95.9 percent of SP-F stu-
dents passed in math while 94.4 per-
cent passed in Language Arts. In the
NJ ASK 4 Math portion, 63.8 percent
of the total students scored advanced
proficient, while the general educa-
tion students from that mix had 68.6
percent score advanced proficient. In
the NJ ASK 4 for Language Arts, 83.9
percent of total students scored profi-
cient while the general education stu-
dents from that group had 86.9 per-
cent proficient. The total students
passing the NJ ASK 4, 5 and 6 were
close to those in the same the District
Factor Group I, Ms. Meyer reported.

In the HSPA math test, 48.4 percent
of total students scored advanced pro-
ficient (42.3 percent proficient), while
in the language-arts portion 19.3 per-
cent scored advanced proficient (70.9
percent proficient). Board member
Linda Nelson said students seem to
score higher in math. Language Arts
supervisor Carol Senff said it could be
the fact that students have to take so
many tests, a state test may not be as
high on their list of priorities because
they may not feel like they’d be held
“personally responsible.”

She said students might take a
longer time preparing for a test that
they know will affect their grades or
will be seen by a college. Ms. Nelson
said she understands the “stress and
amount of academic rigor students
are exposed to” and suggested that
maybe if students saw the test results
in a format like Tuesday’s presenta-
tion, their competitiveness may kick
in.

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion, board president Trip Whitehouse
commended the students. “These are
fine scores,” he said. “I think this
shows good work.”

Also in the meeting, board officials
approved the addition of high school
courses Business Tech 1 & 2, Entre-
preneurship, Advanced Placement
English 3, Advanced TV Production
and Tomorrow’s Teachers.

The board also also authorized
Tuesday that Potter Architects will
prepare plans and specification for
Brunner School’s window replace-
ment project and submit documen-
tation to the Department of Educa-
tion for grant submission.

Board members also adopted poli-
cies on “Nepotism” and “Contribu-
tions to Board Members and Con-
tract Awards.”

Additionally, board officials pro-
claimed the week of November 16 to
22 “American Education Week,” with
the theme “Great Public Schools: A
Basic Right and Our Responsibil-
ity!”
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SP-F BOE
Test Scores

Westfield
Thursday, October 16, Willie

Nesmith, 35, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding criminal
warrant from Elizabeth after a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and
Boulevard. He was released after post-
ing $100 bail.

Monday, October 20, Ricardo P.
Bradshaw, 42, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 700 block of West Broad
Street on an outstanding traffic war-
rant from Westfield. He was trans-
ported to the Westfield Police De-
partment, where he was processed
and released after posting $500 cash
bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 14, a resident of

the 200 block of Midway Avenue
reported that sometime between 5:30
and 9:45 p.m. someone kicked in the
front door of the residence and re-
moved a laptop computer valued at
$1,800.

Wednesday, October 15, a resident
of Pleasant Avenue reported that
someone removed $1,500 in cash from
her home sometime between Tues-
day, October 14, after 6 p.m. and
Wednesday, October 15. According
to police, the incident is under inves-
tigation and officials have a person of
interest on whom they are focusing
their attention.

Wednesday, October 15, Brenda S.
Brown, 57, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
Midway Avenue. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

Thursday, October 16, James S.
Paredes, 29, of Elizabeth was arrested
on an outstanding Elizabeth warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on the 300
block of South Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Friday, October 17, Stephanie A.
Kendall, 29, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Union Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
the 100 block of Helen Street. Ac-
cording to police, she was processed
and released.

Monday, October 20, Bruce M.
Bovee, 47, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Elizabeth criminal
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 14, a resident

reported that when she was at the
playground adjacent to Deerfield
School with her daughter, an indi-
vidual asked her personal questions
about herself and her daughter which
made her feel uncomfortable.

The individual was described as a
white male, approximately 6 feet and
2 inches tall, with salt-and-pepper
hair and a goatee. He wore a blue hat,
polo shirt and jeans. According to
police, when the mother changed lo-
cations at the playground, the man
rode away on his bicycle.

Tuesday, October 14, a resident of
Route 22 reported that his brother
had been caught on a surveillance
camera removing political signs from
his lawn, as well as driving his motor
vehicle on the property, leaving tire
marks.

Wednesday, October 15, a resident

of New Providence Road reported
that someone tampered with the in-
coming mail in his mailbox, remov-
ing billing statements and confiden-
tial information. According to police,
the content of the mail was removed,
but the original mailing envelope was
opened and left in the mailbox.

Wednesday, October 15, Jimmy S.
Flores, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 17, Harold Myrick,

46, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Friday, October 17, a business
owner on Front Street reported that
someone removed his vehicle while
it was parked in the lot.

Friday, October 17, a student at the
Magnet High School for Science,
Mathematics and Technology re-
ported that someone removed her
iPod, valued at $200, from her gym
bag.

Saturday, October 18, Jermain
Dixon, 35, of Deptford was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Saturday, October 18, Emilio
Divito, 29, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time officers
smelled the odor of alcohol. Accord-
ing to police, he was processed and
released.

Sunday, October 19, Raheen Starr,
31, of Passaic was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Monday, October 20, Osvaldo
Acevedo, 28, of Paterson was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. According to po-
lice, he was processed and released.

Monday, October 20, a resident of
Newark Avenue reported that some-
one opened a credit card in his name
without authorization.

Garwood
Tuesday, October 21, the Garwood

Police Department and Union County
Bomb Squad responded to the
Garwood Mall on South Avenue, af-
ter an employee of a store within the
mall spotted a suspicious-looking
object several feet away from his place
of business.

Upon opening the business at about
9 a.m., the employee noticed a small
cardboard tube that he initially be-
lieved to be garbage. However, he
then noticed what appeared to be a
wick or a fuse protruding from the
tube and contacted authorities, said
Captain Leonard DiStefano of the
Garwood Police Department. He said
the area was secured and personnel of
stores in the immediate vicinity were
evacuated.

A bomb squad robot, capable of
analyzing the object from within,
showed the cardboard tubing was
stuffed with firecrackers. The robot
detonated the device. According to
Captain DiStefano, no injuries or dam-
age occurred as the result of the inci-
dent.

POLICE PROMOTIONS...Police Chief John Parizeau, left, stands with recently
promoted officers Lieutenant Matthew Cassidy, Detective Sergeant John Ricerca
and Sergeant Jason Carter.

Officers Earn Promotions;
Foerst Votes Against Leaf Prog.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Family and loved ones
came to the municipal building, Tuesday, to
watch as three Westfield policemen earned
promotions.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca joined
Police Chief John Parizeau on the dais to
welcome newly minted Sergeant Jason
Carter, Detective Sergeant John Ricerca
and Lieutenant Matthew Cassidy.

“It’s an exciting night,” Chief Parizeau
said. “They’ve worked hard, and they de-
serve it.” He thanked the council for its
“continued support of our police depart-
ment.”

“Some towns don’t get along with their
council,” he said. “You’ve been there for all
of us, and I appreciate that.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said he, the council and the
town all “appreciate your professionalism
and your commitment,” but he “especially”
thanked the officers’ family members, who
“sacrificed so that the men and women
could serve this community.”

In other meeting business, Town Clerk
Claire Gray read a letter sent by her to the
State of New Jersey’s Division of Archives
and Records Management concerning “un-
known gaps in the records of the Westfield
Building Department,” which had come to
her attention.

It reads: “Upon investigation of those
employed at the time, I am under the im-
pression there were two incidents that con-
tributed to the destruction of records in the
basement of the Public Works building at

959 North Avenue in or about the year
1992. Evidently, there was a backup of a
sump pump and the malfunction of the
furnace. Only records on one side of the
basement were destroyed, thereby creating
gaps in records from the 1970 [sic] through
1990 primarily.”

The letter was read at the meeting in
order for it to become a matter of permanent
record. The gap was revealed recently, as
the department has begun the process of
digitizing its records.

Separately, the council passed a resolu-
tion authorizing an execution of agreement
for its leaf-collection program, furthering
the shared-services arrangement between
Scotch Plains and Westfield.

Westfield will again lease a portion of the
conservation center to the Township of
Scotch Plains to be used as a transfer station
for its deposited items. Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Jim Foerst voted against the mea-
sure.

Mr. Foerst has, for the last two years,
reiterated his concern that the shared-ser-
vices program would produce excess truck
traffic on Lamberts Mill Road and directly
impact the quality of life enjoyed by those
living in the fourth ward.

“I support the idea of shared services,”
Mr. Foerst said. “I had requested traffic
studies performed to determine the traffic
impact. I have not seen any reports or rec-
ommendations in that regard. Until such
time as I am satisfied that there is no traffic
impact, I will not be supporting the use of
the conservation center.”

those homeowners “really enjoy the
rural character of that particular
street.”

She said the neighborhood might
not be in favor of such a system, given
the costs involved. Mr. Capabianco
said it would be “an expensive en-
deavor” that would require
homeowners to install pipes at their
expense to link their homes with a
main line. Mayor Marks said town
engineering officials should investi-
gate the issues involved before fur-
ther discussions on the system itself.

Special Election Edition Next Week
October 30, 2008

The annual election edition next week will be mailed to every house-
hold in Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Due to the printing volume,
please provide submissions a day earlier than normal.

Do It Online at
goleader.com


