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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HANGING IN HONOR…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girl Scouts made the above
quilt, which will hang in the municipal building in Scotch Plains throughout
October in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month before being brought to a
local hospital for display.

Glover, Mullen Speak of
Need to‘Turn the Page’ in SP

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Democratic candidates for mayor and
council, Kevin Glover and Theresa
Mullen, respectively, spoke of the
need to “turn the page” in an on-
camera interview with The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last Friday.
Watch the full interview on video at
goleader.com.

Mr. Glover, completing his first
term as Scotch Plains councilman,
will face fellow council representa-
tive Nancy Malool in November.
Mayor Martin Marks’ eight-year run
as mayor will end this year.

Ms. Mullen is running for an open
council seat against fellow newcomer
Mary DePaola.

To Ms. Mullen, an active member
of the local Democratic Party since
moving to Scotch Plains five years
ago and a trial lawyer for 14 years, it
is “important to be as involved as
possible in the community.” She said
she believes she can “bring new ideas
and new thoughts to the township.”

Mr. Glover, who voted against this
year’s $24.8-million budget because
he believed the township could have
“lessened the burden” for taxpayers,
has taken criticism from his opponent
recently.

Ms. Malool, during her on-camera
interview with the newspaper two
weeks ago, said, “I think it’s disin-
genuous to tell people you’re going to
lower their taxes in the coming years
because it’s just not reality.”

Mr. Glover responded to these
claims on camera, saying, “I never
claimed I was going to lower taxes.
My campaign issue has been the need
to stabilize taxes. I still hold firm on
that position.”

Ms. Mullen said, “Nowhere in our
campaign literature was it said it was
our objective to lower taxes… We
stress that we need to do everything
possible to find ways in the budget to
reduce expenditures. Even if every
resident can save $100 on their tax
bill, that’s making progress.”

Mr. Glover said the township “has
to be more innovative in its thinking.”

In 2007, Mr. Glover suggested to
the council that it dedicate more of
the proceeds from the township’s sale
of the Heather Glen housing develop-
ment property to offset the budget
increase.

“We need to accelerate the move-
ment of that money into our budget,
which could help offset these other
incremental costs we don’t have con-
trol,” he said.

On another topic, Mr. Glover said
“only during campaigns” do Scotch
Plains officials talk about turning
Terry Lou Zoo into a passive park.

When pressed by The Times if he
could make a promise to township
residents, Mr. Glover said, “One of
my objectives is to turn the property
into a passive park within my first
four years of office.”

Mr. Glover also cited an example
of how the township saved money
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SP-F BOE Gives Update on
Violence, Vandalism,  QAAR

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Director of
Special Services Thomas Beese pre-
sented a vandalism and violence re-
port for the 2007-2008 school year at
Thursday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education agenda meeting.
“We reduced our incident rate,” he
said. He said 23 instances of violence
occurred in the school district, a de-
crease from the 39 instances that were
reported in 2006-2007.  Reports of
weapons decreased from seven in
2006-2007 to three. There was also a
decrease in substance abuse, from
five in 2006-2007 to four.  Reports of
vandalism increased from eight in
2006-2007 to 11.

Assistant Superintendent Madeline
Meyer reported on the Quality Assur-
ance Annual Report (QAAR) Site
Based Objectives. She began by stat-
ing that although the test was given in
March, benchmarks were raised in
June.

At the elementary level for 2007-
2008, an objective of 85 percent of
second graders scoring a 2 or higher
on the NJ ASK 0-3 point rubric was
achieved, as was the goal to have 85
percent of first graders accurately
record observations in a science jour-
nal.

Evergreen School students also
achieved the objective of third and
fourth graders scoring Advanced Pro-
ficient in language arts literacy would
meet or exceed District Factor Group
(DFG) 1 as measured by the NJ ASK

test.
An objective that all seventh grade

students achieving proficient or above
on the NJ ASK 7 in mathematics will
increase by 5 percent was not met at
Park Middle School and was consid-
ered progressing at Terrill Middle
School. Ms. Meyer stressed the new
benchmarks and said that both schools
are working hard to achieve the goal.
Terrill, she pointed out, missed by 3
percent.

Although Terrill did not meet their
objective of the eighth graders scor-
ing Advanced Proficient in language
arts literacy would meet or exceed the
DFG 1 as measured by the Grade
Eight Proficiency Assessment
(GEPA), Ms. Meyer said  there was
“certainly improvement seen” and
that the district will “continue to work
in that direction.”

At the high school level, Ms. Meyer
said that the district’s objective to
increase tenth graders scoring ad-
vanced proficient in mathematics and
language arts on the NJ PASS by 5
percentage points is progressing. She
said there is also an objective to have
all eleventh graders achieve the No
Child Left Behind Adequate Yearly
Progress (NCLB AYP) new bench-
marks for all subgroups in mathemat-
ics and language arts.

Ms. Meyer also discussed site-
based objectives for the 2008-2009
school year. She said one change is
that it will now be asked that by June
2009, all third graders would write

Freeholder Candidates Debate
Spending, Shared Services

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Six county free-
holder candidates debated issues rang-
ing from shared services to freeholder
salaries to county spending during a
90-minute forum last Wednesday in
Cranford. Interviews with freeholder
candidates are available at
goleader.com. Summaries will be
printed in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times Thursday, October 30 special
election issue.

Republicans John Russitano of
Westfield, Joe Franchino of Berkeley
Heights and Michael Yakubov of
Roselle Park focused on county
spending, which they said has made
Union County the ninth highest taxed
county in the nation.

Mr. Yakubov said the current board
“can’t control their runaway spending.”

“The freeholder board has a credit
card with no spending limit,” he con-
tinued.

“County government no longer
works for residents. The residents are
working to pay for the county gov-
ernment,” Mr. Yakubov said.

Mr. Franchino said changing from
an at-large board to freeholder dis-
tricts would provide “a better repre-
sentation of the towns within the
county.” He jokingly said that when
he asked for directions to a freehold-
ers’ meeting in Elizabeth that he was
given directions to the Garden State

Parkway and “told to get off at Free-
hold.”

“People need to be more aware of
where their money is going... (County)
taxes have become unaffordable,” Mr.
Franchino said.

Mr. Russitano, making his second
consecutive run at freeholder, said if
elected he would be an “advocate for
those people working two, three and
four jobs to support their [families].”

Democratic Freeholders Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proctor of
Rahway and Nancy Ward of Linden
focused on county programs and ini-
tiatives.

Mr. Proctor said Mr. Yakubov “can’t
control spending in Roselle Park, but
magically, the freeholders can.”

Freeholder Estrada, the board’s
current chairman, said those running
for freeholder need to be candidates
“who come in ready to run.”

“It’s very difficult to strike a bal-

anced budget,” he said, noting that
priorities have to be set. He called the
board “fiscal conservatives.”

Given the current economic deci-
sions, the candidates were asked if they
would cut their freeholders’ salaries.
Mr. Estrada said that would have to
come as a vote by the freeholder board.

“I think we are fiscally prudent and,
as a matter of fact, I think I would [say]
conservative,” Mr. Estrada responded.

Mr. Russitano said he feels free-
holders, who are paid $30,385, fol-
lowing a 3 percent increase at the
start of the year (the chairman and
vice-chairman receive higher
amounts), should receive a “stipend
that is reasonable.” He said if the
board lowers taxes “then you could
be awarded a stipend.”

Saying freeholders’ salaries are
“more than some people make in sal-
ary,” Mr. Yakubov said he would like
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TedRitter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CERT-ainly...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, approaching podium, honors uniformed members of Fanwood’s Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) for recently completing their training in first aid, fire safety, search and rescue and
other skills. “It really takes a strong commitment,” the mayor said. “There really is no greater treasure than the men and
women who step up and give back to the community.” Mayor Mahr said CERT volunteers serve as “an additional resource
to our trained personnel” during a crisis or emergency situation.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOO...This home on Hunter Avenue gets in the spirit of Halloween along with
other homes in the region in preparation for next week’s fun holiday.

Scotch Plains Dems to
Boycott Forum Tonight
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Democrat Party candidates for
mayor and council wrote Tuesday
afternoon that they would not attend
the Candidate’s Forum tonight, Thurs-
day, October 23, at 8 p.m. in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building.

The Republican candidates confirm
they will attend the event, open to the
public, which will be televised live by
Scotch Plains TV and rebroadcast
through to Election Day, November
4.

“The forum sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
the League of Women Voters will
proceed as scheduled,” said Times
publisher Horace Corbin. “Since May,
we have been trying to arrange this
forum to provide an opportunity for
the residents to meet the candidates.
We started early this year because
two years ago during the last election
in town, the Democrats refused to
attend. It’s unfortunate that they de-
cline again. We hope they change
their minds,” Mr. Corbin said.

After last minute phone calls, face-
to-face conversations and in response
to an e-mail to all candidates by The
Times on Tuesday requesting a writ-
ten position on attending, Republi-
cans Nancy Malool for mayor and
Mary DePaola for council wrote they
will attend.

The Democrat candidates declined
by providing the following written
response.

“Would request that this response
be printed in its entirety in this week’s
newspaper. If not, please print it in its
entirety as an advertisement and bill
us for the cost. Thank you.

“Please accept this letter in response
to your October 21, 2008 e-mail. Un-
fortunately, we will not attend the Oc-
tober 23, 2008 forum unilaterally sched-
uled by the newspaper. As you are
already aware, we were not given an
opportunity to have any input into the
date, time, forum, moderator or format
of the proposed debate. As candidates,
we believe we have that right.

“Instead, every e-mail we received
about this proposed debate contained
the following language: “THIS IS
THE ONLY DATE SET FOR THE
FORUM. NO OTHER DATES WILL
BE CONSIDERED.” (Emphasis sup-
plied).

“We have consistently said that we
are more than willing to debate, most
recently in our interview with Michael
Pollack [Leader/Times reporter] last
Friday and requested that the Repub-
lican campaign manager contact our
campaign manager. We were even

Animal Control Contract to
Be Renewed in SP for 2009

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council next week will vote on a
resolution renewing the township’s
animal control contract with Associ-
ated Humane Societies (AHS) for
2009. For the past several years, the
Newark-based company has been
what Township Manager Michael
Capabianco called “the only game in
town” in terms of animal control ser-
vices, with no other similar private
entity in the area.

AHS will be paid $57,500 for its
services next year, an increase of
$5,750 — or 11 percent — from this
year’s rate. Mayor Martin Marks said
Union County officials should be
contacted for an update on plans for a
county-sponsored animal control and
shelter program.

At the start of its conference meet-

ing on Tuesday evening, Jeff Alward
of Swiftreach Networks made an
hour-long presentation about his
firm’s reverse 911 system that would
allow township officials to inform
residents of not only emergency situ-
ations such as school closings, water
contamination or gas leaks but also

community events, meetings and
other matters such as leaf pick-up
schedules and snow removal efforts.

He told the council that the com-
munications with township residents
could be done via telephone, e-mail,
text message and the TTY system for
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Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON CAMERA...Scotch Plains Democrat candidates, Councilman Kevin Glover
for mayor, center, and Theresa Mullen for council discuss their visions for the
future of the township during an interview last week with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times editor Michael Pollack. See the story on this page. The video can
be viewed on the Internet at goleader.com.
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SPF BOE Hears Enrollment
Figures, School Tests Results

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Hayes an-
nounced at Tuesday’s regular public
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education the
October 15 official state enrollment
figures, stating that the district cur-
rently has a total of 5,502 students, 50
more than last year on the same date.

She said  while enrollment at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and the
elementary level basically remained
at the status quo, there was an in-
crease of 35 students at the middle
school level from October 15, 2007.
Twenty-nine out of those 35 addi-
tional students are at Park Middle
School.

The high school, she announced,
has 1,467 students. The middle
schools total 1,670 students and the
elementary schools have 2,250 pu-

pils. The district currently has 113
out-of-district students as well as two
bedside students.

Additionally, Assistant Superinten-
dent for Curriculum, Instruction and
Assessment, Madeline Meyer, pre-
sented the District Testing Report for
2008, noting first that standardized
test is just “one more benchmark that
we use when looking at children,”
and that results “by no means reflect
the entire capabilities of a student.”

She said while the district currently
knows that all five elementary schools
have met each of the 41 required
indicators for Adequate Yearly
Progress (AYP), the AYP benchmarks
for grades 5 through 8 are currently
being reconfigured so results are not
available yet. A preliminary report
from the state Department of Educa-
tion, she said, showed the high school
met each of the indicators.

Special Election Edition Is Next Week, October 30th


