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POLICE BLOTTER

HOT TO TROT…The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
reporter Linda Condrillo came in first
place for her age category in the week-
end Cop Trot in Mountainside. Ms.
Condrillo’s time was 31:12 for the 5K
(3.2 miles) event.

Officers Earn Promotions;
Foerst Votes Against Leaf Prog.

WF Planning Board
Approves Two Cases

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Planning Board heard and ap-
proved two applications for vari-
ances during its meeting on Mon-
day night.

Mark Marotta of 634 Stirling Place
was approved to subdivide with vari-
ances last March and has since built
two homes on the property. He came
before the board again to seek an-
other variance to increase the size of
his garage. “We added two feet to
make the garage functional for the
vehicles Mr. Marotta has,” said his
architect Todd Koenig.

Mr. Koenig also said due to the
land sloping diagonally that “it forced
the porch to be a little higher above

grade.” He also proposed to split the
difference of the 18 feet of side yard
between the two homes resulting in
each home having a nine-foot side
yard, where 10 feet is required under
the ordinance.

The board unanimously approved
the application.

The board also heard and approved
the application for a parking variance
of Robert K. Brown and Douglas
Friedrich for the property at 600 South
Avenue West. The occupants of the
building have changed from a gen-
eral use to a professional use causing
an adjustment to the parking require-
ments. Two law firms will set up shop
at the location. The site plan provides
for 267 parking spaces, where 332
are required.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Family and loved
ones came to the municipal building,
Tuesday, to watch as three Westfield
policemen earned promotions.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca
joined Police Chief John Parizeau on
the dais to welcome newly minted
Sergeant Jason Carter, Detective Ser-
geant John Ricerca and Lieutenant
Matthew Cassidy.

“It’s an exciting night,” Chief
Parizeau said. “They’ve worked hard,
and they deserve it.” He thanked the
council for its “continued support of
our police department.”

“Some towns don’t get along with
their council,” he said. “You’ve been
there for all of us, and I appreciate
that.”

Mr. Ciarrocca said he, the council
and the town all “appreciate your
professionalism and your commit-
ment,” but he “especially” thanked
the officers’ family members, who
“sacrificed so that the men and women
could serve this community.”

In other meeting business, Town
Clerk Claire Gray read a letter sent by
her to the State of New Jersey’s Divi-
sion of Archives and Records Man-
agement concerning “unknown gaps
in the records of the Westfield Build-
ing Department,” which had come to
her attention.

It reads: “Upon investigation of
those employed at the time, I am
under the impression there were two
incidents that contributed to the de-
struction of records in the basement
of the Public Works building at 959
North Avenue in or about the year
1992. Evidently, there was a backup
of a sump pump and the malfunction
of the furnace. Only records on one
side of the basement were destroyed,
thereby creating gaps in records from
the 1970 [sic] through 1990 prima-
rily.”

The letter was read at the meeting
in order for it to become a matter of
permanent record. The gap was re-
vealed recently, as the department
has begun the process of digitizing its

records.
Separately, the council passed a

resolution authorizing an execution
of agreement for its leaf-collection
program, furthering the shared-ser-
vices arrangement between Scotch
Plains and Westfield.

Westfield will again lease a portion
of the conservation center to the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains to be used as a
transfer station for its deposited items.
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
voted against the measure.

Mr. Foerst has, for the last two
years, reiterated his concern that the
shared-services program would pro-
duce excess truck traffic on Lamberts
Mill Road and directly impact the
quality of life enjoyed by those living
in the fourth ward.

“I support the idea of shared ser-
vices,” Mr. Foerst said. “I had re-
quested traffic studies performed to
determine the traffic impact. I have
not seen any reports or recommenda-
tions in that regard. Until such time as
I am satisfied that there is no traffic
impact, I will not be supporting the
use of the conservation center.”

WF BOA Discusses Historic
Nature of Newell’s Property

By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – During Thursday
night’s zoning board of adjustment
monthly meeting, the board engaged in
a conversation related to the require-
ments necessary to fulfill a home’s
placement on the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission.

Robert Newell of 603 Clark Street, a
Westfield planning board member and
chairman of the Westfield Historic Pres-
ervation Commission, proposed a vari-
ance to re-construct his garage at 18
feet, 10 inches, the height that is appro-
priate for an historic garage of his style
home. The maximum height permitted
for a garage is 15 feet.

The current garage was built 70 years
ago in an unknown style and is now
falling down and needs to be replaced.
Mr. Newell designed a new garage to
complement his house and to match the
original design of the garage. The pro-
posed new garage will use the same
color scheme and material as the house.

As for the architecture, Mr. Newell
said he “wanted the peak of the house to
complement the peak of the garage. So,
he made the garage roof an exact copy
of the house roof.”

The house is being considered for
placement in the Historic Preservation
Commission, and Mr. Newell believes
that the renovation of his garage is the
last touch he needs on his home to get
it accepted.

If the house was designated historic,
then the designation itself would allow
for exceptions from the ordinances, but
it currently does not hold that title.

Pat Valderman was present on behalf
of the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion. He believes that “while the house
is perceived as historic, the current ga-
rage is not. To deem a property historic,
auxiliary structures are taken under
consideration.”

Mr. Valderman also added that 8
percent of the properties in Westfield
have the potential to be deemed his-
toric, which sparked concern among
the board.

Board member Nancy Reynolds
questioned if the board gave leeway for
houses being considered historic, then
“there are 8 percent of the population
who could apply for these variances.”

The board believes that it is impor-
tant to strongly enforce the maximum
height requirement on garages because
people could use the extra space as a
residence.

Considering the fact that Mr. Newell’s
house is only under consideration by
the Historic Preservation Society and
the fact that the board finds it “ex-
tremely important” to maintain the 15-
foot maximum for garages, Mr. Newell

revoked his application for a use vari-
ance until he can get acceptance into
the Historic Preservation Society.

Jack Elbaum and Robert McIntryre
were granted use of 511 Hillcrest Av-
enue as a dental office, changing the
zoning on the property from residential
to commercial. Attorney Arthur
Attenasio believed this is a “fair pro-
posal” because the location is sur-
rounded by shops on either side of the
property and across the street.

Behind the property is a residential
area. In Mr. Attenasio’s opinion, be-
cause of its location, placing a doctor’s
office on the property “would be the
perfect buffer” between the surround-
ing commercial and residential areas.

One change proposed for the prop-
erty were two small windows added to
the back of the office to allow for more
light. The doctor’s plan for the building
shows eight treatment rooms, private
offices and staff rooms.

The board approved the use of the
property as medical offices under the
conditions that operating hours do not
exceed 9 p.m., there is no business
conducted Saturday afternoon or Sun-
day, no lights on after 9:30 p.m. and that
there are never more than seven staff
members at the building at one time.

The board granted Lottie Wright the
use of her building at 370 South Avenue
East as a three-family home. Ms. Wright
has lived in her home since October
1999.

The dwelling has been a three-fam-
ily home since 1965, unlawfully. The
home, as with all of Westfield, is zoned
for one- or two-family occupancy. Ac-
cording to her lawyer, Lawrence Fox,
when Ms. Wright initially bought the
property, she contacted the current zon-
ing officer Jerry O’Neil “to make sure
it was legal for three families to occupy
the home and that there was no problem
with the home.”

Ms. Wright received a letter from
Mr. O’Neil stating the home was in
valid, pre-existing non-conforming use.
Ms. Wright did not realize there was a
problem with the dwelling as a three-
family home until she received a per-
sonal visit from the fire chief who told
her there might be a problem.

Ms. Wright asked the other two fami-
lies to leave until she got proper ap-
proval. Board member Bill West be-
lieves that “she tried to do the right
thing. She went and got approval from
zoning officers. When she found out
there was a problem, she vacated the
premises.”

The board certified that a non-con-
forming use of the property is lawful.

Porch additions were approved for
621 Arlington Avenue, 865 Boulevard
and 56 Fair Hill Drive.

all would like to give bids to Westfield
businesses, but we have to go with
price. We always try to go with Westfield
businesses.”

A resolution authorizing the auction
of town-owned vehicles to the public
will be passed next week. The equip-
ment is currently stored at the public
works center, located at 959 North Av-
enue West.

All five vehicles, four of which are
Ford Crown Victorias, carry mileages
of at least 88,000. Three vehicles fea-
ture minimum bids of $150. A 1999
Crown Victoria and a 1990 Jeep Chero-
kee can be had with $100 minimum
bids.

Assistant Town Engineer Kris
McAloon said these are old police ve-
hicles that have been “used for parts
and are beyond road use.”

Nick Roth, along with 80 volunteers,
conducted a Brightwood Park cleanup
earlier this year. He came to the council
for its blessing on the next stage of his
project, which calls for installing a pic-
nic area, two tables and a garbage can.

The council granted approval, after
confirming there was no conflict with
the Rahway River Association’s
planned improvements at the park, Mr.
Gildea said.

The town went into executive ses-
sion to discuss three items, including a
Ferraro’s Restaurant liquor license,
under the heading “Tactics and
techniques…Investigations and pos-
sible violations of the law,” Kervick vs.
Town of Westfield, which surrounds a
property request, and Jeffrey Scotti vs.
The Board of Adjustment, which deals
with Jeff’s Landscaping business.
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Westfield Town Council

Scotch Plains Democrats
To Boycott Forum Tonight

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Democratic Party candidates for mayor
and council wrote Tuesday afternoon that
they would not attend the Candidate’s
Forum tonight, Thursday, October 23, at
8 p.m. in the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building. The Republican candidates con-
firm they will attend the event, open to the
public, which will be televised live by
Scotch Plains TV and rebroadcast through
to Election Day, November 4.

“The forum sponsored by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times and the League
of Women Voters will proceed as sched-
uled,” said Times publisher Horace
Corbin. “Since May, we have been trying
to arrange this forum to provide an oppor-
tunity for the residents to meet the candi-
dates. We started early this year because
two years ago, during the last election in
town, the Democrats refused to attend.
It’s unfortunate that they decline again.
We hope they change their minds,” Mr.
Corbin said.

After last-minute phone calls, face-to-
face conversations and in response to an
e-mail to all candidates by The Times on
Tuesday requesting a written position on
attending, Republicans Nancy Malool for
mayor and Mary DePaola for council
wrote they will attend.

The Democratic candidates declined
by providing the following written re-
sponse.

“We would request that this response
be printed in its entirety in this week’s
newspaper. If not, please print it in its
entirety as an advertisement and bill us
for the cost. Thank you.

“Please accept this letter in response to
your October 21, 2008 e-mail. Unfortu-
nately, we will not attend the October 23,
2008 forum unilaterally scheduled by the
newspaper. As you are already aware, we

were not given an opportunity to have any
input into the date, time, forum, modera-
tor or format of the proposed debate. As
candidates, we believe we have that right.

“Instead, every e-mail we received about
this proposed debate contained the follow-
ing language: ‘THIS IS THE ONLY DATE
SET FOR THE FORUM. NO OTHER
DATES WILL BE CONSIDERED.’ (Em-
phasis supplied).

“We have consistently said that we are
more than willing to debate, most recently
in our interview with Michael Pollack
[Leader/Times reporter] last Friday and re-
quested that the Republican campaign man-
ager contact our campaign manager. We
were even recorded by the Scotch Plains
high school students on Scotch Plains Day
stating that we were more than willing to
debate. It is a shame that no one has con-
tacted us. Instead, this newspaper and the
Republican candidates have made blatantly
false allegations stating we have refused to
debate.

“The residents should also be aware
that we agreed to an interview with this
newspaper after we were contacted about
a mutually convenient date and time, as
did our opponents. These interviews can
be viewed on the newspaper’s website
[goleader.com].

The Republican candidates and the news-
paper should report the facts accurately and
refrain from campaign smear tactics. The
residents of our town deserve better.”

Kevin Glover,
Democratic Candidate for Mayor.

Theresa Mullen,
Democratic Candidate for Council.

When asked about the Democrats’
charges against the newspaper, Mr. Corbin
said, “Poppycock.”

The Republican candidate for mayor,
Mrs. Malool, said, “This is the second
election in a row that Kevin Glover has
avoided discussing the issues in a format
where his answers can be responded to by
his opponent. It seems that he prefers to
spin the facts in arenas where he can’t be
challenged. I appreciate the fact that The
Scotch Plains Times and the League of
Women Voters have decided to proceed
with the forum in their absence. I am
pleased to be able to share my views with
the voters on the issues that are important
to them.”

Republican candidate for council Mary
DePaola said, “I am disappointed in my
opponent’s decision to not attend the de-
bate. As I have stated before in a previous
letter, this forum is a great way for voters
to make an informed decision. Their rea-
sons for not participating are flimsy, and
their arguments are the same tired ones
they continually use of unfair treatment. I
question what scares them about appear-
ing at the forum.”

News updates concerning this matter,
should they occur, will be posted at
goleader.com.

municipalities it should do so.
“I think that with anything you

should be accountable for what
you’re asking for,” Mr. Petruzzelli
said. “And if there’s a way for them
[the county] to trim something and
not take as much, not just for
Garwood but for everyone who’s a
part of Union County, there’s no
reason why anybody should feel like
they’re asking for something that
they shouldn’t be.”

Mr. Petruzzelli and Mr. Linken
also said they agreed with the major-
ity of the council’s decision earlier
this year to vote down a resolution
calling for the election of Union
County freeholders’ by district. Mr.
Linken said although he agreed with
the need for “accountability” in the
spending of taxpayer money, he felt
the resolution was politically moti-
vated.

“It’s a slippery slope that you en-
ter in this type of situation as far as
not being happy with the current
system, ‘let’s change it to districting,’
because where does it stop?,” Mr.
Linken said. “To me it kind of seemed
like a political maneuver with this
message wrapped into it.”

Mr. Linken and Mr. Petruzzelli
face Republicans Patricia
Quattrocchi and Timothy Hak for
two expiring terms on the six-mem-
ber council. Mr. Quattrocchi and Mr.
Hak conducted an earlier interview
with The Westfield Leader, which is
also available at goleader.com.

SCOTCH PLAINS RACE...Scotch Plains Democratic mayoral candidate Kevin
Glover, center, and council candidate Theresa Mullen sit down with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times editor Michael Pollack to discuss
township issues. View the video online at goleader.com/video.

cratic-controlled towns receive most
of the help from the county.

“The problem is local municipali-
ties don’t engage in shared services
because they don’t trust the county,”
Mr. Yakubov charged.

Ms. Ward responded, “That’s not
true at all. Many municipalities have
come to our (shared services) meet-
ings… They are very well attended”
by local officials. She said the county
has saved municipalities a half mil-
lion dollars through shared services
initiatives.

“We have helped every municipal-
ity that has asked us for help,” Ms.
Ward said.

School Test Scores Revealed;
Teachers Seek Contract
By RAYNOR DENITZIO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During Tuesday’s
meeting of the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion, Supervisor of Special Services Karen
McCarrick presented the district’s test
scores for the 2007-2008 New Jersey
Assessment of Skills and Knowledge.

According to Ms. McCarrick’s report,
the tests, given each spring to students in
grades three through eight, are “designed
to measure student progress relative to
the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content
Standards.” All students are tested in lan-
guage arts literacy and mathematics. Stu-
dents in fourth and eighth grade are tested
in science as well. Grades are advanced
proficient, proficient or partially profi-
cient.

In third grade, 81.1 and 89.5 of all
students achieved proficient or higher on
language arts literacy and mathematics,
respectively. For fourth grade, 79.2, 89.6
and 93.8 percent of all students achieved
proficient or higher on the language arts
literacy, mathematics and science tests.

Ms. McCarrick said results for grades
five through eight are complicated by a
change in grading standards, which took
place after the tests were taken. On July
15, districts were informed by a letter
from State Commissioner of Education
Lucille Davy that the state was “raising
the standard for student achievement re-
sulting in fewer students being deemed
proficient.” The reason given for the
change was “identifying students for in-
tervention and assistance earlier in their
school careers.”

“They purposely made it so that fewer
students would be proficient or advanced
proficient,” Ms. McCarrick said.

Under the new scoring standards, 53.2
and 80.8 percent of all fifth graders were
proficient or above in language arts and
literacy and mathematics. For grades six
and seven, 54.8 and 66.6 percent of all
sixth graders and 62.5 percent and 47.5
percent of all seventh graders scored ei-
ther advanced proficient or proficient in
language arts literacy and mathematics.
Among eighth graders, 79.2, 71.4 and
87.7 percent of all students were profi-
cient or above in areas of language arts
literacy, mathematics and science in 2008.

Ms. McCarrick said the changes in

standards make it more difficult for the
district to judge the effectiveness of cur-
riculum changes that were implemented
to address areas of weakness on the tests.

“We did [implement changes] last year
and we thought we did a good job and
then the standards changed and we’re not
sure how good a job we did,” Ms.
McCarrick said.

Ms. McCarrick, Superintendent of
Schools Theresa Quigley and Principle
Mary Emmons said they have worked
with district teachers to address areas that
need improvement after this year’s re-
sults.

“We have always risen to the occasion,
I don’t know why that would be any
different now,” Ms. McCarrick said.

A group of Garwood Education Asso-
ciation (GEA) members were also present
during the meeting. With the board and
GEA working on a new contract, GEA
president George Hansen said the two
sides were the “closest to a settlement”
they have been since negotiations started,
but that the teachers were on hand to
“urge the entire board” to continue work-
ing together towards a resolution.

Board member John Sullivan, chair-
man of the negotiations committee, said
the two sides are set to meet again on
November 3. Mr. Sullivan was optimistic
that both sides are working towards a
settlement. School officials said both sides
have been in negotiations since January.
The contract expired in June of this year.

“I think we’re moving in a positive
direction,” Mr. Sullivan said.

Members of the public also weighed in
on the negotiations. Resident John Conlin
said he “supported the process” and hoped
the board would do everything necessary
to “resolve the situation amicably.”

“I’ve had experience on both sides of
the table and I learned that the longer the
negotiation process goes on, the more
difficult things become,” Mr. Conlin said.

Resident Bruce Paterson said the board
should consider the difficult financial situ-
ation that the state and borough face and
that getting a raise “is not like the sun
coming up every day.” Mr. Paterson said
a cap on health benefits could also be
considered.

“Just maybe you should say [a] 4 per-
cent [raise] fine, but maybe you should cap
the medical benefits,” Mr. Paterson said.
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POLICE PROMOTIONS...Police Chief John Parizeau, left, stands with recently
promoted officers Lieutenant Matthew Cassidy, Detective Sergeant John Ricerca
and Sergeant Jason Carter.
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Westfield
Thursday, October 16, Willie Nesmith,

35, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding criminal warrant from Eliza-
beth after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Boulevard. He was released
after posting $100 bail.

Monday, October 20, Ricardo P.
Bradshaw, 42, of Westfield was arrested
on the 700 block of West Broad Street on
an outstanding traffic warrant from
Westfield. He was transported to the
Westfield Police Department, where he
was processed and released after posting
$500 cash bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 14, a resident of the

200 block of Midway Avenue reported
that sometime between 5:30 and 9:45
p.m. someone kicked in the front door of
the residence and removed a laptop com-
puter valued at $1,800.

Wednesday, October 15, a resident of
Pleasant Avenue reported that someone
removed $1,500 in cash from her home
sometime between Tuesday, October 14,
after 6 p.m. and Wednesday, October 15.
According to police, the incident is under
investigation and officials have a person
of interest on whom they are focusing
their attention.

Wednesday, October 15, Brenda S.
Brown, 57, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant af-
ter a motor vehicle stop on Midway Av-
enue. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Thursday, October 16, James S.
Paredes, 29, of Elizabeth was arrested on
an outstanding Elizabeth warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Friday, October 17, Stephanie A.
Kendall, 29, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding Union Township warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on the 100
block of Helen Street. According to po-
lice, she was processed and released.

Monday, October 20, Bruce M. Bovee,
47, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth criminal warrant after
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 14, a resident reported

that when she was at the playground adja-
cent to Deerfield School with her daugh-
ter, an individual asked her personal ques-
tions about herself and her daughter which
made her feel uncomfortable.

The individual was described as a white
male, approximately 6 feet and 2 inches
tall, with salt-and-pepper hair and a goatee.
He wore a blue hat, polo shirt and jeans.
According to police, when the mother
changed locations at the playground, the
man rode away on his bicycle.

Tuesday, October 14, a resident of
Route 22 reported that his brother had
been caught on a surveillance camera
removing political signs from his lawn, as
well as driving his motor vehicle on the
property, leaving tire marks.

Wednesday, October 15, a resident of
New Providence Road reported that some-
one tampered with the incoming mail in
his mailbox, removing billing statements
and confidential information. According
to police, the content of the mail was
removed, but the original mailing enve-
lope was opened and left in the mailbox.

Wednesday, October 15, Jimmy S.
Flores, 27, of Plainfield was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 17, Harold Myrick,

46, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, October 17, a business owner on
Front Street reported that someone removed
his vehicle while it was parked in the lot.

Friday, October 17, a student at the
Magnet High School for Science, Math-
ematics and Technology reported that
someone removed her iPod, valued at
$200, from her gym bag.

Saturday, October 18, Jermain Dixon,
35, of Deptford was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, October 18, Emilio Divito,
29, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop, at which time officers
smelled the odor of alcohol. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, October 19, Raheen Starr, 31,
of Passaic was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. Ac-
cording to police, he was processed and
released.

Monday, October 20, Osvaldo
Acevedo, 28, of Paterson was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, he was
processed and released.

Monday, October 20, a resident of
Newark Avenue reported that someone
opened a credit card in his name without
authorization.

Garwood
Tuesday, October 21, the Garwood

Police Department and Union County
Bomb Squad responded to the Garwood
Mall on South Avenue, after an employee
of a store within the mall spotted a suspi-
cious-looking object several feet away
from his place of business.

Upon opening the business at about 9
a.m., the employee noticed a small card-
board tube that he initially believed to be
garbage. However, he then noticed what
appeared to be a wick or a fuse protruding
from the tube and contacted authorities,
said Captain Leonard DiStefano of the
Garwood Police Department. He said the
area was secured and personnel of stores in
the immediate vicinity were evacuated.

A bomb squad robot, capable of analyzing
the object from within, showed the card-
board tubing was stuffed with firecrackers.
The robot detonated the device. According
to Captain DiStefano, no injuries or damage
occurred as the result of the incident.


