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Tax Collector’s Office
Open Late on Nov. 3
WESTFIELD — The office of the

tax collector will be open Monday,
November 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 7
p.m. for the collection of property
taxes.

Interest will be charged beginning
on Thursday, November 6. Please con-
tact the office with any questions at
(908) 789-4051, extension 4050, or e-
mail taxcollector@westfieldnj.gov.

Freeholder Candidates Debate
Spending, Shared Services

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Six county free-
holder candidates debated issues rang-
ing from shared services to freeholder
salaries to county spending during a
90-minute forum last Wednesday in
Cranford. Interviews with freeholder
candidates are available at
goleader.com/videos. Summaries will
be printed in our Thursday, October 30
special election issue.

Republicans John Russitano of
Westfield, Joe Franchino of Berkeley
Heights and Michael Yakubov of
Roselle Park focused on county spend-
ing, which they said has made Union
County the ninth highest taxed county
in the nation.

Mr. Yakubov said the current board
“can’t control their runaway spend-
ing.”

“The freeholder board has a credit
card with no spending limit,” he contin-
ued.

“County government no longer works

for residents. The residents are work-
ing to pay for the county government,”
Mr. Yakubov said.

Mr. Franchino said changing from
an at-large board to freeholder districts
would provide “a better representation
of the towns within the county.” He
jokingly said that when he asked for
directions to a freeholders’ meeting in
Elizabeth that he was given directions
to the Garden State Parkway and “told
to get off at Freehold.”

“People need to be more aware of
where their money is going... (County)
taxes have become unaffordable,” Mr.
Franchino said.

Mr. Russitano, making his second
consecutive run at freeholder, said if
elected he would be an “advocate for
those people working two, three and
four jobs to support their [families].”

Democratic Freeholders Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, Rick Proctor of
Rahway and Nancy Ward of Linden
focused on county programs and initia-
tives.

Mr. Proctor said Mr. Yakubov “can’t
control spending in Roselle Park, but
magically, the freeholders can.”

Freeholder Estrada, the board’s cur-
rent chairman, said those running for
freeholder need to be candidates “who
come in ready to run.”

“It’s very difficult to strike a bal-
anced budget,” he said, noting that pri-
orities have to be set. He called the
board “fiscal conservatives.”

Given the current economic deci-
sions, the candidates were asked if they
would cut their freeholders’ salaries.
Mr. Estrada said that would have to
come as a vote by the freeholder board.

“I think we are fiscally prudent, and
as a matter of fact, I think I would [say]
conservative,” Mr. Estrada responded.

Mr. Russitano said he feels freehold-
ers, who are paid $30,385, following a
3-percent increase at the start of the
year (the chairman and vice-chairman
receive higher amounts), should re-
ceive a “stipend that is reasonable.” He
said if the board lowers taxes, “then you
could be awarded a stipend.”

Saying freeholders’ salaries are
“more than some people make in sal-

ary,” Mr. Yakubov said he would like to
receive the same stipend as he earns as
a Roselle Park councilman, $8,993.

Meanwhile, Mr. Proctor said if cut-
ting his salary “would save the eco-
nomic fortune of everyone in the county,
I’d gladly cut my salary.”

GOP candidates said freeholders
should not have county cars, with the
Democrats responding that they no
longer have county vehicles.

When the candidates were asked
whether they would support requiring
RFPs for professional services, Ms.
Ward, a practicing attorney, responded
“absolutely not.”

“You’re not looking for the cheapest
attorney you can find. You want some-
one who is going to be good in the field
[of expertise] that the county needs,”
she said.

Mr. Yakubov said of the thousands of
attorneys in New Jersey, he was sure
there are “plenty of qualified attor-
neys” the county could hire. He also
said he favors more competition for
county contracts, and accused the board
of giving contracts “to their friends and
companies that are outside of Union
County.”

Mr. Estrada said the state’s public
contract law details how contracts are
awarded through the bidding process.
He said the state allows governments to
“solicit for certain services,” which are
not through public bidding.

“I don’t think there is an understand-
ing on the other side of the aisle (Re-
publican candidates),” Mr. Estrada said.

In discussing shared services with
county towns, Mr. Russitano said he
would like the county to help in munici-
pal road projects. He said that effort
would “save [towns] a lot, a lot of
money.”

Mr. Estrada said the county already
allows towns to utilize county equip-
ment on road projects as part of the
county’s shared services program and
towns can join the county in bidding
opportunities for road projects.

Candidate Yakubov said “shared ser-
vices have been minimal in some
towns.” He said predominantly Demo-
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Linken, Petruzzelli Discuss
Challenges Facing GW

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Democratic bor-
ough council candidates Jonathan
Linken and Louis Petruzzelli sat down
for an interview at the offices of The
Westfield Leader last Thursday to dis-
cuss issues of importance in their cam-
paign. Topics for the half-hour meeting
included the economy and the financial
challenges facing the borough. (A video
of the interview is available on the
newspaper’s website at goleader.com.)

Based on their interactions with vot-
ers in Garwood, Mr. Linken and Mr.
Petruzzelli said taxes and financial is-
sues stand out as pressing topics on
voters’ minds. Although he said the
borough was not feeling the effects of
the uncertainty on Wall Street differ-
ently “than any other town,” Mr. Linken,
who works as a bond trader for Pruden-
tial Financial, said the economic crisis
has “tentacles that will expand and
touch everyone.”

“A lot of families are struggling,
which makes some of the decisions that
the council does in the next three years
even more important,” Mr. Linken said.

Mr. Petruzzelli said a lot of residents
were concerned about maintaining the
level of municipal services in the bor-
ough such as garbage and bulk pickup.

“They want to make sure that they’re
getting the most for what their taxes are
paying for,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.

Both Mr. Linken and Mr. Petruzzelli
praised the borough’s finance commit-

tee for what Mr. Linken called the
“thankless task” of preparing this year’s
$6.8-million municipal budget, noting
that an increase in taxes “comes out of
our pockets just as [it does] everyone
else.” Residents saw a $177 hike in
their municipal taxes to support the tax
levy this year.

“Expenses go up, and you don’t have
a lot of control over certain aspects of
the budget,” Mr. Linken said. “But I
think they did a tremendous job in
doing whatever they could for every
taxpayer of Garwood.”

With uncertainty surrounding the
availability of municipal aid in coming
years, Mr. Linken said, “You almost
have to look at it as that aid might not be
there” in making financial decisions.
Both candidates said Garwood should
continue looking for opportunities for
merged or shared services.

Although the candidates said it should
be explored, both expressed reluctance
over the possibility of merging with
another municipality. Mr. Linken called
it “a decision of last resorts,” noting that
Garwood “has a lot of characteristics
that people come to love and come to
cherish.” Mr. Petruzzelli also said it
was unclear if merging would actually
benefit the borough or if neighboring
towns would even be open to the idea.

“Exploring it? Okay, fine,” Mr.
Petruzzelli said. “But does Westfield
want to expand their town and does
Cranford? And then the other thing too
is where are our taxes going to go if we
get dissolved up by the other two towns?
I think our taxes and our tax ratables are
less than them right now, so our taxes
might even increase.”

On the county level, the candidates
said that people should expect ac-
countability regarding their tax
money, but felt that residents do re-
ceive a lot of services. The borough
currently pays about $2.2 million a
year in county taxes, and Mr.
Petruzzelli said that if the county can
find ways to reduce expenses for
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Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HALLOWEEN APPEARS...This home on Summit Avenue in Westfield is in the
spirit for Halloween along with many others in town preparing for the fun holiday
next week.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
COUNTY ELECTION...Incumbent Freeholders Angel Estrada (D, Elizabeth),
center, and Nancy Ward (D, Linden) discuss their campaign for reelection with
The Westfield Leader publisher Horace Corbin. The video of the interview can be
seen on the Internet at goleader.com.

Town Raises Filming Fees, Animal
Licenses, Planning Board Charges

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield town
council continues to examine its fee
structures and will raise certain charges
to help offset 2009 increases and cover
town expenses.

In April of this year, Finance Policy
Chairman Sal Caruana said for the town
to “succeed” in a “new financial era,” it
must “look to all of [its] limited sources
of revenue for increases or enhance-
ments to levels comparable to other
communities.”

The town will up its daily filming fee,
payable in addition to a basic filming
permit, to $1,500 a day, increased from
$1,000. A company interested in film-

ing in Westfield would first need a
permit, which costs $100.

Mr. Gildea said Westfield has be-
come a frequent filming location, with
Brooke Shields filming a commercial
in a Westfield park recently. Mr. Gildea
said, “Major filming companies come
in and are surprised at $1,000. It’s very
low for them.”

The town layers its filming fees, per-
mitting filming by non-profit appli-
cants for an educational documentary
or public television purposes at a $25
per-day charge. Student applicants film-
ing similar subjects would neither be
subject to a fee nor a permit charge.

The town also will raise its annual
dog-license fee, which has remained at

$7 for the last 25 years. Town Clerk
Claire Gray has recommended a $16
fee for spayed or neutered dogs and $19
for all others. The municipality is per-
mitted to raise the fee to $21. Ms. Gray
said Westfield’s new prices are “not out
of the norm.”

For cats, Westfield will bump its fee
from $7 to $10, with licenses for “unal-
tered” cats jumping to $13. Ms. Gray
said the town has issued 100 cat li-
censes over the year.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski said the town should “re-
ally whack” the non-altered cat rate
to give owners “incentive” to have
their pet fixed.

The town council will refer an
amended land use ordinance to the
planning board next week. The town
conducted a survey of local communi-
ties, and Mr. Gildea said Westfield is
“increasing various existing fees to
cover our cost for professionals and
other expert services.”

The ordinance calls for a $1,000
charge, up from $750, for convening a
special meeting of the planning board
or zoning board of adjustment.

“We are trying to keep up with cur-
rent market rates,” Mr. Gildea told The
Westfield Leader. “Revenues are so hard
to come by. There are very few things
we have control over.”

Mr. Gildea told The Leader, “The
majority of fees that are increasing
have to do with major, complex appli-
cations such as large demolitions and
commercial properties. “This will not
affect the normal homeowner with a
bathroom upgrade or renovation or deck
fee. We were cognizant not to affect the
everyday stuff. The bulk of requests
handled by the building department
will be very minorly affected.”

In other business, Mr. Bigosinski,
upon examining the town’s bills and
claims, said Westfield pays various out-
of-town vendors in the areas of auto-
motive repair, landscaping and tree
work. He asked if the council gives
“preference” to Westfield-based busi-
nesses.

Mr. Gildea said the town is required,
once a price exceeds $3,120, to find
three competitive quotes. He also said
Westfield tries to use town businesses
such as Jack’s Auto Parts. The town
also gets prices through the three coop-
eratives of which it is a member.

Mr. Gildea said, “Bottom line is we

BOE Talks About Survey,
Alternative Revenue Sources

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education furthered its dis-
cussion of board and district goals at its
second workshop meeting held on Tues-
day evening. The focus of the night was
strategic planning and ideas for addi-
tional revenue sources.

Before drafting a strategic plan, the
board thought it wise to conduct an-
other survey of the community. The last
survey was conducted five years ago.
One function of the survey is to help
determine budget issues.

The board mostly focused on how to
draft the survey, as opposed to specific
survey questions. Board member Gary
McCready suggested holding focus
groups to flesh out what topics the
community finds important.

He also thought it was essential to
find out what the district ought to teach
students and if the curriculum meets
the needs of all of the students.

Mr. McCready said that after the
district knows the answers to these
questions then it could decide its strate-
gic plan to aim for reaching those goals.

Board member Richard Solomon said
the board should look at the old survey
questions and determine which are rel-
evant today and which are only par-
tially relevant and readdress the latter.

Ginny Leiz, board president, sug-
gested asking the community to assess
the board’s effectiveness on the five-
year plan.

She also brought to the table the idea
of hiring a consultant to assist in the
focus groups and drafting the survey.

A consultant in the community vol-
unteered her time to write the last
survey, and Ms. Leiz said she be-
lieved the consultant would be avail-
able again.

She also said she spoke to Judith
Ferguson about assisting with the fo-
cus groups and was quoted $9,500 to
manage the process. Ms. Leiz said
the other option is through the New
Jersey School Boards Association,
which offers a free service.

Mr. Solomon said, “If we have a
free resource we should not spend the
money.”

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
said, “We pay their dues, which is
over 4 percent.”

Mr. Solomon said, “We need to
know whether we are on the same
page with the community” and to
“gauge the community priorities” to
see if their priorities have “changed
over the last five years.”

“I think it’s important to do a com-
munity survey based on what Rich
outlined,” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said. “Then we can
write a strategic plan and move for-
ward.”

The board subsequently talked
about the alternative sources of rev-

enue to help support the general bud-
get.

The board proceeded to take a few
minutes to write down revenue-gen-
erating ideas “as far-fetched and out
there as possible or practical,” said
Barbara Ball, human resources man-
ager and moderator of this portion of
the meeting.

Board member Ann Cary said she
thought it best to first decide how
much money is needed and which
areas to raise money for, instead of
just the general budget.

“It’s a very tough sell,” she said.
“People like to know where their
money is going.”

Later, board member Anne Riegel
said the board should be wary of not
stating where the money would go, as
some members of the community may
not want their money to be funneled
to a particular item/area/service.

Ms. Hunnicutt suggested hiring a
grant writer and talking to Cranford
about it because she said the town-
ship had hired someone who “they
said they get five times the amount of
the money they pay for him.”

Board member Jane Clancy said to
“investigate charging use for fields
instead of the town.”

Ms. Leiz and Board Vice President
Julia Walker said the cell tower would
reduce the annual general budget.

Mr. Solomon suggested various
ideas for naming items for donations
received such as book plates on text-
books stating the name of the person
who contributed, while Ms. Leiz and
Ms. Hunnicutt also suggested ideas.

Board member Beth Cassie and
Ms. Hunnicutt also suggested other
types of donations.

The board also suggested offering
fee-based online payment services to
parents where the board would profit
from the fee.

Mr. Solomon also proposed look-
ing into publishing school curricu-
lums and other products for sale.

Mr. McCready suggested charging
for busing. “If people are willing to
pay and we can make a profit,” he
said.

He also suggested alumni
fundraising.

Outdoor advertising was suggested,
and Mr. Solomon said the board
should get the ball rolling if they want
to sell advertising on the field, as
baseball season starts in April.

Creating a school directory to sell
ads and hand out for free to new
homeowners was also brought up.

Mr. Solomon summed up that, “we
can’t put out there the expectation
that your taxes are going down.” He
said it is rather to help fund areas that
the board did not have the money to
fund before. “We have the obligation
to the community to look at all pos-
sible revenue aside from taxes.”

Special Election Edition Is Next Week, October 30

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
TOUCH AND EXPLORE…The Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield held its annual Touch Truck fundraiser October 19
at the South Avenue train station parking lot. More than 60 vehicles were available for children to climb on and explore as
was food, crafts, face painting and bouncies.
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