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44 Elm St.
Westfield, NJ 07090  
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Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800
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Fanwood, NJ 07023

908.564.0030
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Cranford, NJ 07016
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N.P.D. Batman

See you in Fanwood
on October 25th!!!

Saturday 11:00-3:00, 
328 South Avenue!!!

Come to the Town Bank Grand Opening.
There will be a very special guest for the kids

and special rates for the grown-ups.

Pony Rides, Petting Zoo, 
Pumpkin Decorating,
Face Painting & Balloon Art,

Live Dixieland Jazz Trio Band, 
Hotdogs, Popcorn, Pretzels, Ice Cream!!!

Enter to Win 
a Caribbean 

Vacation!!! ***
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Home Equity Line of Credit3.99%

Home Equity Line of Credit3.99%
APR**
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*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for new Prestige Savings Accounts opened as of 9/30/08.  A minimum daily balance of $50,000 must be maintained in the Prestige Savings Account and the accountholder must also have a Town Bank personal checking account in order
to receive the APY.  If the balance falls below $50,000.00 the standard tiers and variable rates for this account will apply.  No interest is paid on balances less than $1,000.00.  As of 9/30/08, the APY for balances of $1,000.00 to $9,999.99 is 1.00%, for account balances
of $10,000 to $49,999.99 is 2.00%, and for account balances of $50,000.00 or greater is 4.00%.  Tiers, rates and APY’s are subject to change without notice.  $5.00 monthly fee on balances below $100.00.  Fees may reduce earnings.  Variable rate account, interest
compounded daily and paid monthly.  **3.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is a promotional rate and will expire six months after the loan closing.  The loan must close by 12/31/08.  The APR for this product is variable.  The promotional APR requires an automatic
payment from a Town Bank checking account or the rate is Prime plus 1.00%.  Prime is equal to the Wall Street Journal Prime which, as of 9/30/08, is 5.00%.  After the promotional period, the APR will be Prime minus 1.00% for the life of the credit line 
with a rate floor of 4.50%.  Rates are subject to change without notice.  Offer of credit is subject to credit approval.  Maximum line amount is $350,000.  If you cancel your line of credit within 24 months of
the loan closing, you will be required to pay a cancellation fee of $800.  Property must be an owner occupied 1 to 4 family residence (including townhouses or condominiums) located in New Jersey.  Property
insurance is required.  Collateral located in special flood hazard areas requires flood insurance.  ***Must visit Fanwood Office for entry form and rules.  Drawing Oct 25, 2008.  

Thinking
about
locking in
your heating
oil price?

Talk to
Petro first.

At Petro you’re priority #1:

• Our oil price protection plan
requires no money upfront,
has no enrollment fees
and you can sign up at any time.

• Our SmartPay plan divides
your annual energy costs into easy
monthly payments, so there are
no more large, unexpected
payments in the winter
months.

With over 100 years of uninterrupted
service, we’ve never run out of oil
and always honor our commitments.

Call today!
866.891.1226
petro.com

Subject to credit approval and change without notice;
additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2008 Petro. P_08248

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
908-301-9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Criminal Defense
Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

STAHL FARELLA
Attorneys At Law

Letters to the Editor Slurs Against U.S. Military are
Beneath Office of Fanwood Mayor

Before I address the content of Mayor
[Colleen] Mahr’s letter, which appeared
last week in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, let me take a moment to express
my disgust at the extreme inappropriate-
ness of her using the name of U.S. ser-
vicemen synonymously with the act of
lying. I for one don’t think those who
fought valiantly to protect our country in
a time of war are liars.

Our military service people are cred-
ible and honest patriots. Her comments
are a blood libel against those who paid in
blood for our freedoms. Many Fanwood
residents served in the U.S. military and,
frankly, deserve more respect. Whatever
her personal prejudices, as mayor of all of
Fanwood, she should refrain from addi-
tional slurs against the U.S. armed forces.

I mean no disrespect to Mayor Mahr,
but it is impossible to address her remarks
without pointing out their illusionary and
contradictory nature. As with her opinion
on the honesty of our war veterans, the
mayor seems to believe things that just
are not so. Let me start with her justifica-
tion for cutting our police force. When
writing of alternatives, she stated, “There
has been a deafening silence from the
Republican candidates.” In the very next
sentence, she refers to my comments
where I explained the counterproductive
nature of eliminating the officer. Well, do
we believe what the mayor says in sen-
tence number nine (deafening silence) or
do we believe what she says in sentence
10 where she summarized my comments
as “the wrong thing to do”? I guess she
takes exception to something she alleges
I never said? This would be comical were
she not planting the seeds for even bigger
tax increases next year.

These are not the only instances of
Colleen Mahr statements that are just
plain contrary to the facts. She rejects all
criticism of the deceptive manner in which
she conducted the budget process by stat-
ing “those individuals making the claim
did not attend any of the 20 public hear-
ings on the budget including the well-
publicized meeting at Forest Road Park in
July.” But excuse me, we were all there!
Hmm, four people, she didn’t see or hear
any of us. Maybe that’s why fair-minded
Democrats and Republicans are disturbed
with her lack of candor. Not only was I
there, I went to the podium and spoke, in
the spirit of bipartisanship and thanked
Mayor Mahr for her efforts, and proposed
we work together to keep Fanwood a nice

place to live.
Since Ms. Mahr’s memory seems a bit

faulty (see I’m giving her the benefit of
the doubt), let me remind her, she also
promised at that very meeting to create a
Citizens Budget Committee. A commit-
tee that she never created! Is it really fair
to not create the promised committee and
then say we didn’t offer any solutions?
This is not a “he said, she said” finger-
pointing issue. Channel 35 was there. It’s
all on tape. A tape that played on channel
35 numerous times. I’m sure the mayor
can get a copy if she likes.

Perhaps she could debate the tape and
ask the audience, “Who are you going to
believe, your own eyes or me?” Unfortu-
nately the Democratic Council members
do seem to believe the mayor over their
own eyes. That’s why we need change.
Fanwood needs an independent voice to
stop risky real estate and debt schemes
before they blow up in our town’s face.

Perhaps this is all a big misunderstand-
ing. In that spirit, I invite the mayor to tell
us in which of 20 budget meetings did she
tell the town our municipal taxes were
going up 16 percent? Not the Forest Road
Park meeting — I know, I was there.
Remember? For your part Mayor Mahr,
perhaps you could see why claiming a
$600,000 “savings” while municipal taxes
are increasing by 16 percent, outstripping
both school and county tax increases
would incense many of your townspeople.
This is just plain being less than candid.

Why spend most of the Forest Road
meeting showing pie charts that separate
the school and county taxes from the
municipal portion you control, only to
merge the figures together in the
Fanwoodian and elsewhere giving a
misimpression of the town’s financial
condition.

I’ve taken the time to detail these issues
because, much to our town’s detriment,
the mayor and Democrat-dominated town
council just seem to believe things that
aren’t so. Councilwoman [Joan] Wheeler
was recently reassuring readers of this
paper that a restaurant was opening up
downtown. Unfortunately not true. Wish
it were so, but hope is not a development
strategy.

Interested voters can go to this paper’s
website and watch the videos. Hey Joan,
I’ve got lunch. Just as soon as your imagi-
nary restaurant opens, let me know.

Robert Manduca (R)
Candidate for Fanwood Council

GOP’s ‘Voter Integrity’ Program
AREA — The Union County Republi-

can Committee (UCRC) has announced
the continuation of its “Voter Integrity
Program” (VIP) for the year 2008.

“The program was initiated in 2004
following complaints of voter intimida-
tion, fraud and miscounting of ballots
around the country,” UCRC Chairman
Phil Morin said.

“The program’s goal is to ensure the
integrity of the electoral process and as-
sure the ‘one man, one vote’ principals
upon which this country was founded,”
commented Councilman James Foerst of
Westfield, the 2008 chairman of the pro-
gram. “I was taught that every citizen of
this country has the right to vote and my
goal is to ensure that all votes are properly
counted and equally weighted. We want
to ensure that the days of stuffing ballot
boxes and rigging voting machines are
behind us.”

According to a county GOP press re-
lease, the program consists of three com-
ponents, maintaining a presence at elec-
tion headquarters in Elizabeth and assist-
ing those in court who are denied legiti-
mate access to the polls; staging lawyers
around the county at strategic locations to
respond to reports of voter fraud, illegal
electioneering or improper denial or ac-
cess to the polls; and having attorneys
visiting targeted locations where prior
issues have arisen and randomly auditing
various polling places around the county
to ensure the law is being followed.

The UCRC is looking for additional
volunteers to participate in this year’s
program. Attorneys admitted to practice
law in New Jersey may contact Mr. Foerst
to submit an application at
jamesfoerst@gmail.com, fax a written
request to (908) 322-4887 or call (908)
322-4886.

Rinaldo, in 1992, Outlined Actions
Needed to Stimulate the Economy

In my view, strong and immediate ac-
tion is needed to move the nation out of
the economic doldrums.

To boost the nation toward economic
recovery, the federal government must
act – but it must act wisely.

Recently, I outlined my own five-point
economic recovery plan for President
George Bush and Congressional leaders
that I believe includes a number of impor-
tant steps to help stimulate a recovery in
1992.

In urgent letters to the White House
and to key Congressional leaders, I have
called for an all-out assault on our nation’s
economic problems as decisive and over-
whelming as that in Operation Desert
Storm.

If there was any doubt about the gravity
of the situation, we have only to look at
the recent action of the Federal Reserve
Board.

Led by Chairman Alan Greenspan, the
Federal Reserve Board has dropped the
discount rate a full percentage point so it
stands at its lowest point in over a genera-
tion.

Certainly, that is welcome news, and it
will help the economy. But we cannot
afford to do this job by fits and starts. It
takes strong action, comprehensive pro-
posals, and a committed, bipartisan plan
in Washington to get America back to
work.

As a senior Republican on the Finance
Subcommittee in the House of Represen-
tatives, I have heard first-hand about the
problems of the economy and the hard
times that are facing businesses and indi-
viduals alike.

Since Congress adjourned in Novem-
ber, I have been in the 7th District fre-
quently, and I have made it a point to meet
with a broad range of businessmen, union
leaders, small business owners and oth-
ers. I am astounded by the pessimism that
is running rampant.

This recession is unlike any other I’ve
seen before, because people are genuinely
pessimistic. They read about the layoffs of
blue-chip companies; they see their neigh-
bors, who are in middle- and upper-man-
agement positions, being laid off and un-
able to find work and they are concerned
for themselves and their families.

The 7.2 percent unemployment rate in
New Jersey underscores the recovery
stalled.

But as any doctor will tell you, a patient’s
will has a lot to do with his recovery. And
right now, America doesn’t seem to have
the economic will to spring back.

That’s why I have prepared my own
five-point economic recovery plan to help
stimulate the economy and also rectify
some of the mistakes in tax policy that
stem from the 1986 tax act. I have been a
frequent critic of provisions in that legis-
lation that removed economic incentives
from the tax code and have prolonged the
recession.

The economic recovery plan I outlined
to President Bush and Congressional lead-
ers includes the following:

President Bush and Secretary Nicholas
Brady of the Department of the Treasury
should take action with representatives of
the commercial banking industry to loosen
up credit. Over-reaction on the part of the
industry to the savings and loan crisis has
dried up credit across the nation, which
has put a stranglehold on business and job
creation.

In the wake of the recent General Mo-
tors announcement of job cutbacks, Con-
gress should temporarily restore the in-
terest deduction on automobile loans, and
I will introduce legislation to accomplish
this when Congress reconvenes in Janu-
ary. To help stimulate domestic produc-
tion, consumers should be allowed to
deduct the interest on new automobile
loans made to purchase domestically-
manufactured automobiles.

Congress should examine the need for
further job-creation measures. With this
goal in mind, I am proposing a special
program of public works projects in con-
junction with state and local governments
to be funded by federally-guaranteed rev-
enue bonds. Massive new public works
construction – a rebuilding of the nation’s
deteriorating infrastructure – could be
financed with bonds to be paid for with
the rents, fees and tolls charged to the
users of the facilities. The financing
method – similar to that used for con-
struction of toll roads – could be used to
fund major new projects nationwide, from
bridges to new water and sewer lines.
Such government financing would re-
quire no new taxes.

In order to assure a program of sus-
tained economic revitalization, I am push-
ing legislation to restore economic growth
incentives that include tax breaks for in-
vestment and job creation. As a sponsor
of legislation to reinstate tax credits for
research and development, I believe Con-
gress must further revise tax laws to re-
duce the tax rate on capital gains and
allow faster write-offs of capital invest-
ment for business. In addition, first-time
homebuyers should be allowed to use
money from their individual retirement
accounts without penalty, and the 10 per-
cent federal tax on luxury merchandise
should be repealed.

Congress should immediately pass leg-
islation to revitalize the real estate indus-
try by restoring at least some of the pas-
sive loss provisions that were repealed in
1986. This action would help stimulate
the real estate market, which has tradi-
tionally been a key force in leading the
nation out of recession.

Rep. Matt Rinaldo
January 2, 1992

The Westfield Leader

Editor’s Note: Mr. Rinaldo died Mon-
day, October 13, 2008
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