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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Nothing Positive From
Campaign Literature
I am dismayed by the tone of Linda

Stender’s campaign for congress. Over
the past month, I have received an endless
barrage of campaign leaflets, all of which
are critical of her opponent, Leonard
Lance. They are nasty, negative and do
nothing to tell us why Ms. Stender should
be elected. I have yet to see anything
positive from her campaign.

It’s time we, the public, reject this form
of campaigning. If Linda Stender wants
to tell us why she’s more qualified to
represent us, I’m willing to listen. If all
she can do is smear her opponent, we
should send her packing.

Henry Altszuler
Westfield

Angry and Annoyed About Fine
For Not Parking Between Lines

How Does Woman Know Obama
Supporters Stole Her McCain Sign?

Burslems Greatly Appreciate Work
Westfield DPW Has Done on Trees

Mr. Glover and Ms. Mullen,
Please Reconsider and Debate

Since 1976, the Presidential candidates
have had at least one debate every Presi-
dential year. It didn’t matter if they were
going to win in a landslide such as Ronald
Reagan’s reelection or if it was a close
election such as in 2000 and 2004.

The urge to debate comes from one of
the founding principles of America – the
First Amendment’s Freedom of Speech.
Some of politics’ greatest moments have
come from debates, whether it be Reagan’s
“I am not going to exploit, for political
purposes, my opponent’s youth and inex-
perience;” or Bentsen’s “Senator, you are
no Jack Kennedy.” It is the utmost form of
political speech that speaks to America’s
ideals.

As such, I am deeply offended at Coun-

cilman Glover and Ms. Mullen’s refusal
to participate in the debate scheduled for
the end of October. Are they so afraid of
their own ideals that they won’t discuss
them in public? Councilman Glover has
implied on numerous occasions that the
people of Scotch Plains agree with his
positions on the issues. Wouldn’t it make
sense, then, to reaffirm where he and Ms.
Mullen stand on the issues to remind the
people of Scotch Plains why to vote for
them?

Please, reconsider your decision for the
good of Scotch Plains and allow for the
free and passionate discourse that repre-
sents what America is.

Sean Gaynor
Scotch Plains

I would like the opportunity to respond
to the letter by my fellow Westfielder
Maria Carluccio in last week’s Westfield
Leader. To recap, she was the unfortunate
victim of yard-sign theft, a petty crime
that inevitably takes place to varying ex-
tents each November.

Theft of personal property, especially
in an ostensibly safe town such as
Westfield, is troubling and disturbing.
What is additionally disturbing is Ms.
Carluccio’s reaction to her and her
husband’s losses. Without a shred of evi-
dence or proof, she blames the theft of her
yard sign on “[Obama] supporters” and
“members of the party that always cries
‘free speech.’”

How can Ms. Carluccio be so certain
that an Obama supporter stole her yard
sign? Perhaps it was a fellow McCain
supporter wanting yard signs for him or
herself. Perhaps it was a supporter of a
third-party candidate. Perhaps Vladimir
Putin reared his head over New Jersey
and absconded back to Moscow with your
yard sign.

Perhaps the wind caused it to blow

away. Either way, your baseless accusa-
tions reflect poorly on all parties involved.

Matt Brosseau
Westfield

I am writing to let you know of yet
another parking injustice that I experi-
enced while on a recent shopping trip to a
local retailer. We all know how difficult
it is to find a parking spot in downtown
Westfield, so you can imagine how glad
I was to find a spot on Quimby Street
recently.

I parked my car, put 25 cents in the
meter with nine minutes left and walked
to East Broad Street. I returned 33 min-
utes later and put another 25 cents into the
meter, relieved that I did not go over the
time limit. I came back 10 minutes later
only to find a summons on my wind-
shield.

The summons was barely legible, but I
managed to read that I was parked in an
“unmarked” spot. You can imagine my
shock since I had no idea what that meant.
I immediately called the parking bureau,
and the woman who answered the phone
called the officer who said I was probably
parked on a line.

Apparently there is an ordinance and a
fine for not parking between lines. This is
difficult to do when there is a car parked
on either side of you and you want to
safely have your car situated in the park-
ing place. I am now faced with either
having to pay the fine or plead not guilty,
take a day off work and lose up to six
hours in court pleading my case to the
prosecutor.

I have been a Westfield resident for 30
years, yet the Town of Westfield is mak-
ing it extremely hard to support the local
businesses. This experience has left me
angry and annoyed, and will make me
think twice before coming back to down-
town Westfield.

It is sad that the parking officers need
to find a way to issue summonses to
citizens who try to obey the meter rules
while supporting the local stores.

Sheraine Arbitsman
Westfield

Dear Mayor Skibitsky and Westfield
Town Council: These few words are to
express our continued gratitude to all at
the Department of Public Works. The
endless tree work that has been done
throughout town, especially with the re-
cent storms we’ve had, has been terrific.

Given the amount of seemly endless
aging trees and the problems that go with
them, we have been so impressed with the

attention to these noble giants. Claude
Shaffer, Scott Erlicher, Jim Van Blarcom
and their crews have been quick with
everything from their return phone calls
to their response time when there have
been concerns throughout town.

We are most grateful.

Bob and Debby Burslem
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Botryoid – Resembling a grape clus-

ter in form
2. Olf – The bullfinch
3. Eroteme – The question mark
4. Gallimaufry – Hash made of meat

scraps; jumbled

ESCULIC
1. Excessively fond of one’s wife to the

point of submission
2. Mundane; worldly
3. Pertaining to the horse chestnut
4. Elliptical in shape

FURUNCULOSIS
1. A mild form of smallpox
2. Swelling or state of being swollen
3. The state of being afflicted with

boils
4. A nervous disorder causing a state of

uncontrollable quivering
CARKING

1. A small piece of artillery
2. Distressing; perplexing
3. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Coughing up or spitting

CARCAJOU
1. Idle babble or chat
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. The wolverine or badger
4. A light, four-wheeled carriage, drawn

by either one or two horses

All that Open Space ‘Slush’ Fund
Preserves Is Freeholder’s Seats

I welcome Freeholder Daniel Sullivan’s
suggestion (Westfield Leader, October 9
letter to the editor) about researching the
county’s Open Space Trust Fund. I did,
and here’s what I found.

In November 2000, Union County vot-
ers decided to pump 1.5 cents per $100
of assessed value for 20 years into an
Open Space, Restoration and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund to purportedly
keep us green. That was just a MacGuffin.
They could have made up any pleasant-
sounding name, maybe the Cuddly-
Bunny Preservation Fund, to sell the
public and justify the additional mon-
etary activity from which politicians
could extract their vig. Who could be
against open space?

But the space that this fund is now
preserving is freeholder seats. For ex-
ample, the 2007 transfers included $1.2
million in payouts for the “Kids Recre-
ation Trust Fund” which was allocated
among the 21 municipalities in Union
County at a freeholder meeting last Octo-
ber. Freeholder Sullivan, one month be-
fore his re-election, handed out over-
sized checks ranging from $15,446 to

Hillside up to $100,000 to the Demo-
cratic strongholds of Elizabeth, Plainfield
and Linden.

There was ritual, ceremony, picture
taking, and a good time had by all —
except possibly taxpayers, who were just
plain had. Like at the Miss America pag-
eant, everyone got one question. In this
case, it was about what they would do
with the money. Clark would redo gym
floors. Berkeley Heights would get swing
sets. In Plainfield, it’ll be scholarships;
apparently they were green enough.

What this fund has devolved into is a
wish list that freeholders get to grant to
compliant municipalities which get to do
borderline projects because they can tell
their taxpayers that it’s ‘free’ since it is
paid for by a county grant.

So, if redoing gym floors in Clark is so
vital, then why don’t Clark taxpayers pay
for all of it? This fund is a perfect example
of political expediency trumping effec-
tive budgeting as taxpayers get their pock-
ets picked again.

John Bury
Kenilworth

Kline Says: ‘What Really Counts’ is
16-Percent Increase on Your Tax Bill

Denial of Free Speech Should Be
Condemnned, But Don’t Generalize

Garwood GOP Chides
Stender’s Mailings

With numerous campaign pieces ex-
tolling the virtues of not voting for and
blatantly lying about Sen. Leonard
Lance’s record arriving in our family’s
mailbox daily, we yearn to be cut from
“Linda Stender the Spender’s” mailing
list.

We realize that the only way to do that
is to give up our right to vote, and we will
not do that for anyone, ever. So, with no
other recourse, we have decided to stop
using these nasty campaign pieces as bird-
cage liners — but rather to relegate them
to the place that they truly belong — the
bottom of the trashcan. Our birds are so
relieved.

Pat and John Quattrocchi

Editor’s note: Mr. Quattrocchi is the
chair of the Garwood GOP Committee,
and Mrs. Quattrocchi is a candidate for
Garwood Council.

Brightwood Park Gets
Boy Scout Cleanup

On Saturday, October 4, I organized a
trash pickup in Westfield’s Brightwood
Park to help clean up that very nice natu-
ral park. This was the first part of my
Eagle Scout Service Project, the second
part of which is the establishment of a
picnic area. I am happy to say that our
cleanup was very successful.

More than 80 people joined in the ef-
fort. Over the course of five hours, the
volunteers filled hundreds of garbage bags
and put in 150 man-hours of work. After-
wards, the park was noticeably cleaner,
and a dumpster full of trash was removed
from the area.

I would like to thank all the volunteers
who came to help clean up the park for
their efforts. I would like to give a special
thanks to the D’Amato family who, on
top of their help during the cleanup, do-
nated much-needed trash bags towards
the effort. I would also like to thank
William Hutchinson Company for its
donation of water bottles and work gloves
for volunteers who didn’t have their own.

Once again, I’d like to say that it was a
very successful cleanup and that I couldn’t
possibly have done it alone. Thank you
everybody, and I hope to see you during
the next phase of my project.

Nicholas Roth
Life Scout, Troop 77, Westfield

I write to you in response to a letter that
was published in last week’s Westfield
Leader, in which a Westfield resident
expressed her anger towards the theft of a
presidential sign from her property.

I support the condemnation of such an
act. As an American citizen, I am fortu-
nate to live in a country where the free-
dom of speech is a right bestowed to all
people, regardless of belief. The fact that
we can discuss differences of opinion in a
civil manner is a blessing that should not
be overlooked. When our voice is stifled
without provocation, it should be con-
demned, regardless of where you stand
on the issues.

However, I must also stand against this
resident’s unfortunate generalization. Her
statements insinuate that all Democrats
cry for free speech unless that speech
disagrees with their beliefs.

Furthermore, she generalized that “his
supporters” (referring to Barack Obama)
found it necessary to violate her right to
free speech. This blatant generalization is

an irresponsible display of anger, which
should be directed at one idiotic indi-
vidual rather than an entire group of
people.

I am a supporter of Barack Obama for
president. A few months ago I, too, had
my lawn sign stolen from my property.
When this act occurred, I did not blame all
supporters of John McCain for the act. I
have many friends who support the
McCain/Palin ticket, and I respect their
difference of opinion. This was a crime
committed by one individual, not an en-
tire group of people.

Let this be an example of the divisive-
ness that must be countered with respect
and understanding. The stifling of free
speech is not partisan act; it is an unfortu-
nate crime committed by individuals on
both sides.

If you are wronged, point the finger at
who wronged you, not an entire group of
people. That is the first step towards the
change that this country needs.

Shawn McCabe
Westfield

I am writing in response to the letter by
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr appear-
ing in the October 9 edition of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, obviously in re-
ply to my letter the previous week.

First, any claims or assertions con-
tained in that letter were my own. The
letter was not written on behalf of a Re-
publican organization or any Republican
candidates. Indeed, no candidates were
named or supported in my letter.

Secondly, I did not call the budget per
se irrelevant, but the “introduced” bud-
get. As anyone can imagine, the “intro-
duced” budget undergoes several weeks
of intense scrutiny and revision. To make
any comparisons to the introduced bud-
get is absurd. What Fanwoodians care
about is the bottom line; i.e., the final
budget.

To assert that the final budget was
$600,000 lower than the introduced bud-
get is nice— but meaningless. What re-

ally counts is when the average resident
gets a kick in the backside in the form of
a 16 percent municipal tax increase.
Swiftboating? No, simply look at your
tax bill.

To focus on a meaningless $600,000
reduction when we have to pay out an-
other $282 in property taxes (plus another
$65 for bulk pickup for the first time in
Fanwood’s history) is to deliberately con-
ceal and mischaracterize the budget.

Finally, I need not have attended any
budget sessions to be qualified to com-
ment on the unprecedented magnitude of
this year’s tax increase. Must I attend
Congressional hearings to comment on
national issues? No, of course not. I’ve
lived in this town for 19 years and served
on the council for nine of those years. I’m
as qualified as anyone to comment on the
budget and tax situation.

Stuart Kline
Fanwood

SP Mayoral Candidate Says Malool ‘Sat On Sidelines
For Two Years, Unwilling to Change Ineffective Policies’

Let’s get the facts straight. For two
years, I have publicly debated my oppo-
nent on the real issues facing our town-
ship, on the need to stabilize our local
municipal taxes and correct the misman-
agement in our municipal government.
For two years, she has sat silently on the
sidelines, unwilling to change ineffective
polices which have resulted in placing a
higher municipal tax burden on all of us.
During her term on the council, she has
voted to raise our taxes by 40 percent. She
voted for the largest tax increase, 18 points,
in township history and has promised a
double-digit increase in 2009.

She has voted to increase our debt
burden by promoting pet projects, includ-
ing the $500,000 mini golf course that has
failed miserably to meet the $100,000
annual revenue projected income that was
used to justify its construction. She ig-
nored the need to provide professional
oversight of the $4 million township hall
renovation, resulting in it being com-
pleted a year behind schedule and over

budget.
Although she was in a position to act on

and promote a program to insure proper
maintenance of township properties, she
failed to do so. Having a proper mainte-
nance program would have avoided our
being cited by a state agency of the need
to correct serious deficiencies that could
have resulted in injury to our employees
or residents.

While we are witnessing significant
retail store closings and going out of
business signs on “Main Street” and in the
malls, she drew a line in the sand with our
local business community. In this diffi-
cult retail and real estate economic envi-
ronment, she ignored their pleas not to
add a further financial burden on them at
this time. She instead imposed higher
taxes on them with her sponsorship and
support of the SID, claiming that the
money collected will be used to revitalize
their businesses, a lofty claim from some-
one who never ran a retail business.

She has ignored the calls of residents to

improve the former Terry Lou Zoo prop-
erty that was purchased by the town 10
years ago for $1,000,000 and sits mostly
overgrown by weeds and high grass. She
did not question why the bathrooms at
Brookside Park were inoperable for years,
finally getting repaired when I promoted
a Volunteer Appreciation Day to be held
at the park. Now she wants to tear down
the historic Shady Rest building at Scotch
Hills and replace it with a $4-million
community center by borrowing more
money.

My opponent claims she wants trans-
parency in government but allowed our
township’s website to go dormant for
years until I pushed for it to be revitalized.
As liaison to TV34, she watched as our
community channel TV34 failed to pro-
vide timely and regularly scheduled pro-
gramming of township events and at the
very least a bulletin/announcement board.

She calls for open government but did
not support my request to put our entire
working budget online, as other commu-
nities have done, for all our residents to
review.

It’s time to bring common sense back
to our municipal government. These are
clearly difficult economic times, and we
all now feel the results of tax-and-spend
practices coupled with a lack of over-
sight. I believe we will get through this
economic crisis, but undoing the failures
of my opponent and her cohort’s years of
a lack of leadership and competence will
take time. But we need to begin now; we
can make our township even better.

I have worked for almost two years
putting the residents needs first. My op-
ponent had two years to put aside her
partisan positions and work with me to
ease our taxpayers’ burdens. Let me again
suggest to her that she can better serve the
citizens by thoughtful and caring action
rather than with her election rhetoric.

It is unfortunate that Ms. Malool has
not kept her promise to run a civil cam-
paign and has resorted to the same tactics
that led to her past public apology.

Councilman Kevin Glover (D)
Scotch Plains Candidate for Mayor

Political Chuckle
“If there had been any formidable body

of cannibals in the country he would have
promised them with free missionaries,
fattened at the taxpayer’s expense.”

– H.L.Mencken, on Harry Truman’s
1948 presidential campaign.

D.C. Agreed on Our $700 Billion;
Can Trenton Act by Halloween?

The New Jersey Republicans announced on Tuesday a
proposal to trim the state sales tax during the five weeks
from Thanksgiving through January 4, 2009. Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. told this newspaper on Tuesday: “New
Jersey needs the tax holiday this season to help consumers
and small businesses.” Assemblyman Jon Bramnick said,
“I love it,” when asked about the proposal.

In thinking about it, we believe it is a good idea.
Looking around our downtowns – Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Cranford and others of the county — we see
things are slow. Most businesses and people are wonder-
ing what to do. This proposed program gives direction and
promotes confidence.

We wondered about the potential for lost revenue in the
state sales tax coffers. Senator Kean pointed out that
revenue projections in the current state budget are based

on last year’s figures and that things are close to a
standstill now – so getting things restarted now can only
help. This program is a short-term way to get things
started again until long-term fixes in the business climate
can be made by the state.

We hope Governor Jon Corzine considers this bill and
doesn’t dump the idea for partisan reasons. To achieve
this, a bill would need to pass the Assembly, the Senate
and then be signed into law by the Governor. It would take
too long, you say? If Washington, D.C., can spend $700
billion of taxpayer money in a weekend, can’t Trenton get
something done before Halloween?

Along with this, wouldn’t it be interesting if towns in
the area joined in on the holiday spirit and waived all
parking fees and parking tickets during this five-week
period?

Untruths, Paper and
Police Partisan Politics

Leads to No Debate
In my recent letter to the editor, I urged

Ms. Malool to stand by her vow to run a
positive campaign, noting “It is not enough
for her to stay out of dishing the dirt, she
and her running mate, Mary DePaola,
must put a stop to it.”

Over the last few weeks I have seen a
marked increase in negativity, namely: 1)
what appears to be partisan tactics by
some members of our police department,
who in my opinion have no business
inserting themselves into the political
arena while in uniform; 2) untruthful state-
ments by Ms. Malool and Ms. DePaola in
press releases; and 3) what appears to be
partisan tactics by this newspaper. Most
despicable is the exploitation by my op-
ponents or by those who support them, of
our high school children.

Let me explain. On October 2, a Demo-
cratic supporter observed her “Glover/
Mullen” signs being removed from her
lawn by a uniformed member of the Scotch
Plains Police Department. No attempt
was made to contact her before doing so.
Another called to say her Glover/Mullen,
Linda Stender and Obama sign (a sign
which she paid for) were gone. Similar
complaints were made by other Demo-
crats. All of the signs had been on these
lawns for over one month. I do not think

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18


