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Music Boosters Set
Pasta Night for Oct. 29

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch Plains
Fanwood Music Boosters Association will
sponsor a Pasta Night on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 29, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS) caf-
eteria.

Tickets are $5 and can be purchased now
or at the door. Dinner includes pasta, meat-
balls, sausage and peppers, chicken, salad
and bread. Second helpings, drinks and
desserts are extra. Music will be provided
by the SPFHS band and choral students.
The public is invited to this evening of good
food. Please support the talented music
students at this fundraising event. For more
information and tickets, call (908) 654-
8676.

“When that (Roosevelt Homeowners
Corporation) was done, it did keep
people in their homes. It helped to
stabilize the [housing] market,” she said.

She said the United States should
receive financial assistance from Iraq.
“The Iraqi government now has a $79-
billion surplus as we’re broke. There is
something wrong with that picture.”

She said she opposes “tax breaks and
subsidies to the oil companies,” saying
the United States must reduce its de-
pendence on fossil fuels while support-
ing “renewable energy resources of
wind and solar and bio fuels.”

“I think there are so many instances
of American ingenuity that we have not
allowed to come to market that needs to
come to market, so that we’ll have the
energy to run our country and to run our
future,” Mrs. Stender said. “I was the
author of the Global Warming Response
Act [in the New Jersey State Legisla-
ture]. I am somebody that believes we
should…take action based on what sci-
ence is telling us, especially on issues
like climate change.”

An opponent of nuclear power, Mrs.
Stender said “nobody wants” nuclear
waste. On the safety issue, she cited
the Chernobyl nuclear reactor acci-
dent in Russia that occurred in 1986.
“Why would we risk that when I
believe we can, in fact, not only sup-
port wind and solar [but bring] to
market other technologies and ways
of providing energy?”

Talking about the current $9.8-tril-
lion national deficit, Mrs. Stender
said Congress should provide tax
breaks to the middle class while end-
ing tax breaks to corporations who
move jobs overseas. She said loop-
holes must be closed that permit cor-
porate CEOs to “rape and pillage
their companies…as they walk out
the door with millions of dollars.”

She listed energy independence,
repairing the nation’s infrastructure,
and healthcare as her top priorities.

“Fifty percent of the bankruptcies
stem from healthcare costs. So, we

have to reduce the costs there and
create a system of shared
responsibility…to make sure that
everybody is covered,” she said. “I
am not a supporter of the single-
payer system because I am concerned
about how we would ever pay for
that.”

Mrs. Stender said healthcare costs
can be reduced by providing medical
records electronically to reduce du-
plication of medical tests. Mrs.
Stender said she would work to elimi-
nate “waste, fraud and abuse” in the
healthcare system. She favors tax
breaks to companies that offer health
insurance to their employees and sup-
ports allowing small businesses to
pool together with others to purchase
health insurance at a lower rate.

Mrs. Stender said she ran for Con-
gress in 2006 because of her opposi-
tion to the Iraq War. “I was very
opposed to it. I think we should never
have gone into that war. I still feel
strongly that [that] war was a mis-
take, especially for the families who
have lost their loved ones.”

“For us, as a nation, I think it really
has spent us into ruin at this point.
Our economy is in shambles. That
$10 billion a month being spent over
there (Iraq) has really hurt our
economy in a very significant way,”
Mrs. Stender said. “We have to set a
timeline and get out responsibly,
safely and soon.”

“But I also do think we should have
finished the job in Afghanistan,” she
said, adding that the United States
“needs to find Osama Bin Laden and
bring him to justice for the heinous
crimes on our country.

“I believe we have to have a strong
military, but we also have to be smart
in our diplomacy. We can’t continue
the cowboy diplomacy of the last
eight years if we are going to work
with other nations…to build a better
peaceful world,” Mrs. Stender said.

TAX HOLIDAY...Republican leaders in Trenton on Tuesday called for a state
sales tax holiday for the Christmas season from the day after Thanksgiving to
January 4 to spur business and boost consumer confidence. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Republican Whip Asm. Jon Bramnick and Senate Minority Leader
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (both District 21, Westfield).

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HIGH FIVE – Young students at Westfield’s Lincoln School learned about safety
last week from police officers in the DARE program. Roughly 30 officers from
New Jersey, Connecticut and Kansas delivered mini-lessons on safety to kinder-
garten and pre-school children in Westfield. Discussions included “stranger
danger,” use of “911,” answering telephones and doorbells, and Halloween safety.

Former Rep. Matt Rinaldo
Dies at 77; Served 20 Years

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Former 10-term Con-
gressman Matthew J. Rinaldo Jr. died
Monday of complications from
Parkinson’s disease. He was 77.

Mr. Rinaldo, who was residing in
Crane’s Mill Continuing Care Retire-
ment Community, an assisted living
facility in West Caldwell, served 20
years as a Republican member of
Congress representing the 12th Con-
gressional District. As a result of re-
districting in 1980, the 12th District
became the modern-day 7th District.
The district includes parts of Union
County. During his tenure, he served
as the ranking Re-
publican member
on the House of
Representative’s
Telecommunica-
tions and Finance
Committee.

Prior to his ten-
ure in Washing-
ton, D.C., he
served two years
as member of the
Union County
Board of Chosen
Freeholders, in
1963 and 1965.
He was defeated,
by one vote, by
Arthur Fried of
Westfield in 1965,
and the two be-
came best friends.
Mr. Fried died Au-
gust 31, 2008. Mr.
Rinaldo later served in the state
Senate from 1967 to 1972, when he
was elected to Congress. A former
Union resident, he was president of
the Union zoning board of adjust-
ment from 1962 to 1963.

Mr. Rinaldo opted not to seek re-
election in 1992 and was replaced in
Congress by then-Republican State
Assemblyman Bob Franks. Mr.
Rinaldo served on the Banking and
Currency Committee and the Inter-
state and Foreign Commerce Com-
mittee.

“Matt Rinaldo set the ultimate stan-
dard for serving his constituents,”
Mr. Franks said. “He had a reputation
for providing truly extraordinary ser-
vice. Political figures from all over
New Jersey continue to [attempt to]
reach the bar set by Matt.”

“Despite being a strong Republi-
can, Matt Rinaldo knew how to estab-
lish effective relationships with those
who did not share his political affili-
ation. His concern for working people
and taxpayers were the hallmarks of
his career. Congressman Matthew J.
Rinaldo Jr. served New Jersey with
great distinction. New Jersey and the
United States are better today be-
cause of that service,” Mr. Franks
said.

A number of news accounts re-
ported that Mr. Rinaldo listed his
top accomplishments in Congress
as sponsoring a law prohibiting
countries that harbor terrorists from
getting loans from the Export-Im-
port Bank, a measure providing
public access to pollution data and
legislation to limit commercials
during children’s television pro-
grams.

Current 7th District Rep. Mike
Ferguson, a Republican, said Mr.
Rinaldo “believed public service was
not about seeking personal gain or
partisan advantage.”

“Hyper-partisanship is not a recent
phenomenon, but
C o n g r e s s m a n
Rinaldo devel-
oped friendships
and working rela-
tionships across
the aisle because
lawmakers of both
parties recog-
nized, valued and
trusted his skills,
insights and un-
derstanding of
policy. In a time of
spin and postur-
ing, Congressman
Rinaldo was a leg-
islator,” he contin-
ued.

“Those of us in
Congress who
were elected after
his retirement
didn’t just succeed

him; we try every day to live up to the
example of public service that Con-
gressman Rinaldo established,” Mr.
Ferguson said.

Union County Republican Com-
mittee Chairman Phil Morin said the
party mourns the “passing of a man
who served as a leader in Union
County Republican politics for many
decades.”

“He left a legacy of being known as
a Congressman who, despite his years
in Washington, always served his
constituents first, whether it was help
in expediting a passport or attending
a local community function. He en-
joyed having personal contact with
the residents of his district, and it was
not uncommon to see Congressman
Rinaldo at an Eagle Scout Court of
Honor, local Chamber of Commerce
dinner or other events within his dis-
trict,” Mr. Morin said.

Mr. Rinaldo received a Bachelor of
Science degree from Rutgers Univer-
sity, Master of Business Administra-
tion degree from Seton Hall Univer-
sity and a Doctorate Degree in Public
Administration from New York Uni-
versity.

Following his retirement from Con-
gress, Mr. Rinaldo worked as a public
affairs consultant. He is survived by
two brothers, Donald W. and James
E. Rinaldo, and his sister, Nancy
Lattman.

A Funeral Mass will be held to-
day, Thursday, October 16, at 10:15
a.m. at St. Michael’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, 1212 Kelly Street,
Union. Burial will be at St. Teresa’s
Cemetery in Summit. Arrangements
are being handled by the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Funeral
Home in Westfield.

Westfield
Friday, October 10, Daniela Bowers,

43, of East Orange was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on out-
standing traffic warrants from East Or-
ange, for $350, and Montclair, for $750.
Bowers was processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, October 11, Darlene
Didonato, 42, of Wall Township was ar-
rested in the area of the 200 block of
South Avenue, West, on an outstanding
traffic warrant for $350 from Middletown
Township. She was unable to post bail
and was turned over to the Middletown
Police Department.

Saturday, October 11, Donavon
Soumas, 38, of Jersey City was arrested in
the area of the 400 block of North Avenue
in Garwood after a motor vehicle stop on
an outstanding traffic warrant from Scotch
Plains. He was released on his own recog-
nizance after posting $215 bail.

Sunday, October 12, Wilson Cabrera-
Maya, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested on
outstanding traffic warrants from Union,
for $120, and Roselle Park, for $235. He
was stopped in the area of the 600 block
of South Avenue, West, for a traffic vio-
lation and a further investigation revealed
the outstanding warrants. Cabrera-Maya
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released after
posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 10, Randal Wiley, 46,

of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
According to police, he was processed
and released.

Friday, October 10, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
damaged her fence. According to police,
the damage was estimated at $100.

Saturday, October 11, a resident of
Redwood Road reported that someone
removed political signs valued at ap-
proximately $15 from his lawn.

Saturday, October 11, Dayton Stevens,
29, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, Anthony Locacio,
26, of Edison was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of Union
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed a cell
phone and radio valued at $150.

Sunday, October 12, a resident of
O’Donnell Avenue reported that he pur-
chased an item on the Internet and that
the seller never sent the item, even though
the victim sent him the money for the
purchase.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 8, Matthew J.

Laird, 41, of Fanwood was arrested in the
100 block of Helen Street after a field
investigation for an outstanding Newark
warrant. he was processed and released.

Wednesday, October 8, Hernan G.
Hernandez, 29, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with numerous traffic viola-
tions after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road after he was unable to produce
proper identification documents. Accord-
ing to police, he was released after a third

party brought the documentation to head-
quarters.

Thursday, October 9, a 14-year-old
Plainfield juvenile was arrested and
charged with possession of stolen prop-
erty after removing a bicycle from Forest
Road Park. According to police, the bi-
cycle was returned to its owner, and the
juvenile was released to his parents pend-
ing a court date in Elizabeth Family Court.

Friday, October 10, a resident of Burns
Way reported that sometime between
Friday, October 3 and Friday, October
10, someone made unauthorized credit
card purchases at a local store in the
amount of $94.

Sunday, October 12, Christopher A.
Deprospero, 23, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and resisting arrested after being
involved in a fight at a Scotch Plains bar
located on North Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Monday, October 13, Reshonda R.
Laberth, 30, of Hillside was arrested on
an outstanding Greenbrook Township
warrant after a motor vehicle stop in the
400 block of South Avenue. According to
police, she was also charged with posses-
sion of prescription drugs not prescribed
to her. She was processed and released
after posting $1,500 bail for both inci-
dents, police said.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 7, a resident of Force

Drive reported that a man trespassing in
her backyard with a chainsaw stated that
he was going to cut down trees that are on
the property line. According to police,
the incident stems from a lawsuit filed
against the suspect by the victim and
other neighbors regarding the removal of
trees that lie on a property line. Police
instructed both parties to not have any
contact with each other.

Tuesday, October 7, a purse was found
at a commuter lot and returned to head-
quarters. According to police, it had been
stolen from a Lamberts Mill Road health
club in Scotch Plains earlier in the day.
Several store cards and cash were re-
moved from the purse, authorities said.

Tuesday, October 7, Troy Smith, 45, of
Bayonne was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Bayonne in the amount of
$120. According to police, he was turned
over to the Bayonne Police Department.

Tuesday, October 7, Minna Wang, 50,
of Mountainside was arrested on an out-
standing Somerville warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle accident. According to police,
she was processed and turned over to the
Somerville Police Department.

Friday, October 10, Eladio Meda-Soto,
42, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after police responded to a report of an
erratic driver on Route 22. According to
police, Meda-Soto also was charged with
refusal to submit to a breath test.

Friday, October 10, Jonah M. Klein,
27, of Springfield was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop. According to
police, he also was charged with an out-
standing warrant out of New Gretna in
the amount of $500.

Sunday, October 12, Miran A. Mosley,
37, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Mountainside
in the amount of $150.

tions but no different than Presiden-
tial election years. When asked about
registrations without complete ad-
dresses or incorrect information, Ms.
Riepe said there hadn’t been any-
thing unusual this year.

Mr. Kobtiz said to be entered as a
voter, new registrants must provide a
driver’s license or the last four digits
of their Social Security number. In
addition, the county’s system also
checks to ensure that registrants are
not currently on probation or parole.
If the information provided does not
match, voters are asked for identifi-
cation at their polling place. Only
homeless voters are allowed to vote
without an address, and they are only
permitted to vote in person.

For absentee ballots, Ms. Rajoppi
said county clerks have access to a
voter database where they can check
the information in their county. The
database includes the voter’s address,
voter number and signature. Ms.
Rajoppi said that the person’s signa-
ture is the “primary identifier.”

“In the case of a signature that does
not match, we request the voter to
sign again and perhaps give us some
form of identification with it,” Ms.
Rajoppi said. “So, we do check.”

Ms. Rajoppi said when informa-
tion for an absentee ballot is entered,
it goes to the Board of Elections,
which produces the poll books that
are sent to each polling place. The
poll books will show that a voter
requested an absentee ballot, and the
voter will not be permitted to vote at
the machine.

“Whether or not he voted absentee,
he cannot vote on that machine,” Ms.
Rajoppi said.

Voters who request absentee bal-
lots but do not use them have the
option of filling out a provisional
ballot, which Ms. Rajoppi said is only
opened after checking to make sure
that an absentee ballot was not com-
pleted.

Voters may request an absentee
ballot by mail up until seven days
before the election and in person until
3 p.m. the day before the election.
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Cty. Voting

said Mayor Mahr, noting that the new
building will feature three stories of
commercial and retail space.

In other business, Mayor Mahr
said the borough is looking into
“possibly piggybacking onto the
county’s Verizon system” to poten-
tially save as much as 30 percent on
telephone and communications
costs “in the spirit of looking at
everything to try to save money in
the budget.”

The governing body also approved
several measures, including an ordi-
nance to rezone all Staggard Place
properties as residential, an ordinance
establishing salary ranges for non-
unionized borough employees, in-
cluding a new civilian police dis-
patcher, and a resolution aimed at

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Merge Discussion
changing the distribution of fines lev-
ied for motor vehicle offenses.

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
the fines are currently split about 50/
50 between municipalities and the
county, but he said it is the munici-
palities that “bear the expenses” of
police and court operations.

The resolution supports changing
that to give municipalities 80 per-
cent, “which would be a bit more
equitable,” said Mr. Parenti, a former
borough police chief. “It’s picking up
some support,” he added.

“Good leadership on that,” said
Mayor Mahr, adding that the approved
resolution will be sent to other mu-
nicipalities and the New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors, which she cur-
rently heads.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council
Discusses Property, Leaves

build a two-story office building on
South Avenue. Mr. Pansulla serves as
the board’s attorney.

The council also renewed an
interlocal agreement with Westfield
regarding the storage of leaves dur-
ing the two towns’ fall leaf-collection
programs. Scotch Plains will be able
to deposit leaves collected on the
south side of town at the Westfield
Conservation Center on Lamberts
Mill Road while Westfield will de-
posit leaves it collects on the north
side of town at the public works prop-
erty on Plainfield Avenue.

Mrs. Malool reminded residents
that the emergency room at
Muhlenberg Hospital remains open
and will be open “for the foreseeable
future.” At last week’s conference
meeting, she told her colleagues that
various shuttle and taxi services are
available from Muhlenberg to other
area hospitals for people needing to
be admitted. A brochure containing
details of the shuttle services will
soon be available at the municipal
building, and a link on the township
website will connect users to
Muhlenberg’s website, where similar
information will be available.

In addition, a transportation hotline,
(866) 479-4848, also provides infor-
mation about transportation options
to and from the hospital.

The council passed a resolution
accepting a $74,824 federal grant that
will be used, according to Council-
man Jeffrey Strauss, to purchase new
software for the police department.

In other business, a Clark Lane
resident read a letter signed by neigh-
borhood residents requesting sewer

access for homes on that street. The
letter stated that Clark Lane residents
pay combined property taxes in ex-
cess of $100,000, “including for sewer
services that we do not receive.” Act-
ing Mayor Malool said the council
would discuss the matter at its confer-
ence meeting next week.

Sonia Ash of Everts Avenue said
political lawn signs were taken from
her home sometime during the over-
night hours last weekend and ex-
pressed concerns that someone was
trespassing on her property. Mrs.
Malool said she would speak to Po-
lice Chief Brian Mahoney about the
matter.

Acting Mayor Malool issued an ex
post facto proclamation designating
September 27 and 28 as Parker Gar-
dens Day in Scotch Plains in honor of
the horticultural business’s 60 years
of operation. A proclamation was also
issued designating October 15 as New
Jersey Orators’ Day. Several mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains Chapter of
the New Jersey Orators, an organiza-
tion dedicated to improving the speak-
ing skills of minority youth, were in
attendance at Tuesday’s meeting,
during which sixth-grader Alex
Jardine recited a poem and received a
standing ovation from the council
and the audience.

The council passed resolutions con-
gratulating Dan Michalak on achiev-
ing the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy
Scouts of America, supporting the
Crop Walk to fight hunger on Sunday,
October 19, and recognizing October
as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

The council’s next meeting will be
held on October 28.

Rep. Matthew J. Rinaldo, Jr.
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Stender on Iraq, Healthcare

Fanwood Candidates
Forum, Oct. 27

FANWOOD – The public is in-
vited to the Fanwood Candidates
Forum on Monday, October 27,
at 7 p.m. at the Fanwood Bor-
ough Hall. The event is spon-
sored by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and the League
of Women Voters. Fanwood TV35
will televise the event. The public
is invited to email questions to be
considered for the candidates to
editor@goleader.com.


